
Give Thanks For All Your Blessings.

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 68 degrees recorded 
on November 19 and 20. The 
low was 23 degrees on Novem-
ber 20. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Nov 16 55 24  
Nov 17 56 34    
Nov 18 61 40    
Nov 19 68 36  
Nov 20 68 23    
Nov 21 48 28    
Nov 22 xx xx    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for November ....... .. 1.13
Total for 2020 ................. ..17.78

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are:  

Notice of  Meetings — Ante-
lope County Commissioners

Notice of  Public Hearing 
— Antelope County Commis-
sioners 

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Ronald 
Wilkinson

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 

Date announced
for judging of
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The 96th annual St. Boni-
face Thanksgiving Bazaar 
will be held this Thursday, 
Nov. 26. 

Takeout meals will be 
served from 11 a.m, to 1 p.m. 
The deadline to order takeout 
meals has passed. 

The Elgin Community 
annual Christmas Lighting 
Contest will be judged on 
Sunday night, December 20.

As in past years, there will 
be four divisions: Business, 
residential, religious and 
rural. Rural homes will be 
included in the judging - just 
notify The Elgin Review 
and they will pass along the 
country residents’ names 
to the judges. The winners 
will be announced in the 
December 23 newspaper.

Persons wishing to donate 
blood will soon have the 
opportunity to do so again 
in Elgin. The Red Cross 
Bloodmobile will be in Elgin 
on Wednesday, Dec. 16. The 
event will run from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Elgin KC Hall. 

According to organizers, 
there will be antibody testing 
for COVID-19. Elgin Public 
High School Scholarship is 
in charge of  the event. For 
an appointment, contact the 
school at (402) 843-2455 or go 
online to redcrossblood.org.

Donors should bring their 
donor card or photo ID to the 
bloodmobile. Note: All donors 
are strongly encouraged 
to eat breakfast/lunch and 
drink plenty of  water prior to 
donating blood.

Earlier this month at Ord, the Elgin FFA Senior Division team of (l-r): Carter Beckman, Allyson Selt-
ing, Taylynne Charf and Marissa Preister, claimed the championship over 26 other teams. By virtue 
of their performance, they will now compete at the State FFA Livestock Judging Contest to be held in 
April 2021. See the story on Page Seven. Photo submitted

FFA livestock judging champions

Guidelines for EPPJ basketball 
games through Dec. 8 were an-
nounced Monday afternoon by EPS 
Athletic Director Michael Becker. 
They are as follows:
EPPJ High School COVID Basketball 
Guidelines
• High school basketball games will 
be played in both gyms in town.  

• Varsity girls will be played first in St. Boniface Gym 

while JV boys will be played in the Elgin Public Gym.  
At the completion of  the varsity girls game, JV girls 
will be played and officials will travel to Elgin Public 
Gym for the start of  the varsity boys game. Locations 
may alternate for future games. 
• Household members will only be allowed into the 
gym their participant will be playing in. 
• Each team will submit a list of  household members 
that will be allowed into the game. Not to exceed 60 
people.

• Grandparents will only be allowed if  living in the 
same house as the participant.   
• Masks are required to be worn over the mouth and 
nose at all times by everyone that is not actively par-
ticipating, including fans, coaches, cheerleaders and 
dancers.
• Anyone not following the masking requirements 
will be asked to leave.  Refusal to leave will result in 

COVID-19 guidelines set for EPPJ boys & girls basketball

Best supporting
actor William
Heilhecker

One of  the last school 
events for the month of  
November at Elgin Public 
School will be the pub-
lic performance of  their 
one-act play entitled “The 
Odyssey.”

The performance is 
scheduled for Monday 
night, Nov. 30, beginning at 
7 p.m.

The play is being direct-
ed by Sonia Rittscher with 
assistance from Dorothy 
Heithoff.

Just last week, Elgin 
High finished third in the 

NVC East 
One-Act 
play com-
petition 
held at 
Pope John.

William 
Heilhecker 
earned 
“Best Sup-
porting 
Actor” for 
his per-
formance. 
Others 

earning accolades for their 
efforts on the stage were 
Jack Wemhoff, Austin 
Good, Jordan Lindgren and 
River Romej.

Others involved in 
the one-act this year are 
Brenna Martinsen, Brian 
Heithoff, Keyera Eisenhau-
er, Baylee Busteed, Isabella 
Smidt, Ethan Hinkle, Col-
lin Lindgren, David Durre, 
Corbin Kinney, Kadance 
Dworak, Camryn Pelster, 

EPS one-act
community
performance
announced

EPS to host
bloodmobile on
December 16

See ODYSSEY, Page Three

Turkeys are synonymous 
with Thanksgiving and for 
some in Elgin, the holiday just 
got a whole lot better.

The annual Elgin Community 
Club Turkey Give-A-Way 
Drawing was held Monday, Nov. 
23. Names were drawn of  the 
winners and the following are 
the lucky winners:

• Antelope Co. Vet Clinic — 
Leroy Schindler

• Arbor View Farm — John 
Starman

• Bank of  Elgin — Eric 
Heithoff

• Elgin Bargain Box — Judy 
Zegers

• CVA Agronomy — Jim 
Zwingman

• CVA Grain & Feed —  Jim 
Meis, Sr.

• Coffeehouse Café — Deb 
Warren

• Dean’s Market — Kevin 
Schindler

• Draper Insurance — Brian 
Henn

• Elgin Community Center/
Sandhills Bakery — Dennis 
Suhr

• Elgin Hardware & More — 
Michael Becker

• Elgin One Stop/Sleepin Inn 
— Mark Dinslage

• Elgin Pharmacy — Connie 
Seier

• Elgin Review — Mary Ann 

ECC Turkey Give-A-Way
winners announced

Fangman
• Hoefer Land & Cattle — 

Dave Jochum
• Hometown Station — Mark 

Schrage
• Insurance Mart — Jim 

Redding
• Jerry’s Feed Service — Ken 

Oelsligle
• Lordemann Insurance/

Elgin Insurance Services — 

96th annual St.
Boniface Bazaar
to be Thursday

Santa Claus is coming 
to Elgin! His first official 
public appearance is set for 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 9. 

Meeting Wednesday, the 
board of  directors for the Elgin 
Community Club, sponsor of  
Santa’s visit from the North 
Pole, made several changes for 
what has become an annual 
event here.

Santa will not greet 
children inside the Knights of  
Columbus Hall as in past years. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the need to follow Direct 
Health Measures (DHM) and 
social distancing, Santa will 
be in the courtyard adjacent 
to the KC Hall. Children will 
enter the courtyard where 
Santa, who will be wearing a 
mask, will hear their wishes. 
Then, before they exit the 
courtyard, children will be 
handed a sack of  treats.

Santa will be in the 
courtyard from 4:30 p.m. to 
approximately 6 p.m. to greet 
children. Santa’s visit is “on” 
for now. However, that could 
change if  Nebraska Governor 
Pete Ricketts issues more strict 
guidelines between now and 
the day of  the event.

Another change associated 
with the event involves Kids 
Shopping Day (KSD) which has 
been held, concurrently, with 
Santa’s visit. 

The ECC board made the 
decision to cancel KSD with 
the goal of  returning the event 
next year if  the pandemic 
subsides. Also canceled will 
be the soup and sandwich 
concession.

Still, there’s much to look 
forward to when Santa comes 
to town.

The lighting of  Elgin’s 
official Christmas tree will 
happen before the parade.

Shortly thereafter, Santa will 
lead a parade celebrating the 
holiday season. The parade 
will run along Highway 14 
from Cedar Street to North 
Street. 

The Nebraska Department 
of  Roads has given the City of  
Elgin permission to hold the 
parade there and the Antelope 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
will detour traffic from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.

The new downtown street 
lights will be shut off  during 
the parade to create a unique 
look to the festivities.

Local businesses can either 
enter their own float or 
combine with another business 
for a float in the parade. 
Also, individuals wishing to 
participate are welcome to do 
so.

Santa’s still coming, 
but some things 
will be different

See TURKEYS, Page Eight

See RULES, Page Seven



2  Wednesday, November 25, 2020 
 The Elgin ReviewMore Front Page News

Elgin Community Center Menus

Support our merchants
by shopping at home
this holiday season!



Community NewsWednesday, November 25, 2020  
The Elgin Review 3 

Martinsen Appraisal
Specializing In Ag & Residential Appraisals

Email:   martinsenappraisal@gmail.com

P.O. Box 182 • Elgin, NE 68636
Phone: 402-843-0218
Certifi ed General  Appraiser

Elgin Community Center 
take out meals next week 
are: 

Monday, November 30: 
Sloppy joes, baked beans, 
potato salad, fruit cocktail, 
whole wheat/white bread, 
milk.

Tuesday, December 1: 
Creamy potato soup (celery, 
carrot, onion), ham, bacon, 
cheese, apricots, cheese & 
crackers, celery & carrots, 
rolls, milk.

Wednesday, December 
2: Meatloaf, scalloped 
potatoes, corn, pears, whole 
wheat/white bread, milk.

Thursday, December 
3: Chicken drummies, 
macaroni & cheese, beets, 
peaches, roll, milk.

Friday, December 4: 
Spaghetti w/meatball meat, 
green beans, pineapple, 
lettuce salad, garlic toast, 
milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:30 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m.  Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. for a reservation. 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

Twenty Years Ago
November 22, 2000

A Christmas tour of  homes was held in Elgin. Six homes 
were featured on the tour. They were the homes of  Darrell 
and Kay Getzfred, Doug and Deb Jones, Craig and Vicki 
Marshall, James and Shirley Meis Sr., Matt and Tiffany 
Niewohner and Alvin and Mary Helen Schrage.

A total of  605 deer were checked in at the Sheriff ’s office 
from this year’s hunt. This is an increase of  77 from last 
year’s count of  528.

Pope John Central Catholic ‘s One Act team earned second 
place at the Niobrara Valley Conference One Act Contest 
with their performance of  “Roomers.” 
Thirty Years Ago
November 28, 1990

Elgin’s Community Christmas tree will be decorated this 
Sunday. The tree was put in place just east of  the Elgin Young 
Men’s Club lighted sign on Highway 14. Classes from all local 
schools are making decorations for the tree. The official 
lighting will take place during the Elgin Christmas Fair.

Amy Evans and Motanna Key, members of  the Elgin FFA 
Chapter, helped tie yellow ribbons around the downtown 
Elgin light poles. The ribbons are intended as a reminder of  
U.S. military personal who are serving in the Persian Gulf.

Stacy Schindler, a 5-10 senior at Pope John High School was 
named his week to the Omaha World Herald’s D-1 All-State 
Volleyball team. 
Fifty Years Ago
November 19, 1970

Elgin Mayor Bergstrom purchased the first container of  
honey from Boy Scouts Larry Varn and Chuck Gregor. Honey 
Sunday is an annual event held with all profits going to help 
the mentally challenged children in this county.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Dinslage recently departed for a three 
day expense paid trip to Las Vegas, Nevada to attend a Mobile 
Convention. Ray had won the trip on a tire sales promotion.

Timmy Gregor, 4 year old son of  Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gregor 
had a tonsillectomy this past week in the Tilden Community 
Hospital.

Mrs. Mel Heithoff  and Mark, one of  three children riding 
in the Heithoff  auto suffered bruises about the face when 
their car collided with the rear of  a K-N Natural Gas Co. 
trailer on Highway 14. The accident happened in front of  
Laurence Baum’s new residence. Mrs. Heithoff, driver, had 
a cut lip that required several stitches. The K-N Natural 
Gas Co. trailer and pickup was not occupied. There was an 
estimated $300 damage to the Heithoff  car and $175 to the K-N 
trailer.
Sixty Years Ago
November 24, 1960

The annual County Government Day was held at the Neligh 
courthouse. The following students from Elgin High occupied 
the following offices: County Superintendent, Linda Norton; 
County Attorney, Lowell Pierce; County Treasurer, Gary 
Cornett; County Supervisors. Bud Wilkinson; Clerk of  the 
District Court, Mildred Iburg; County Sheriff, Tom Schindler; 
County Judge, Jim Ackman; County Surveyor, Jim Totten; 
and County Assessor, Kent Cheeseborough.

The Cups and Spoons 4-H Club enjoyed a skating party 
in Neligh. Mrs. John Hoefer and Mrs. Kenneth Peters were 
sponsors.

 A few of  Santa’s specials at the “Toyland” section of  the 
Gambles store include, a musical top for .66, youngsters will 
be delighted with it’s whirling colors and gay and musical 
tones, and an Autograph Hound for the low price of  77 cents. 
The Autograph Hound is 11 inches long and 7 inches high. It 
is a teenage favorite, ball point pen is included.

By Jessie Reestman

Looking Back

By Kelly Feehan, 
UNL Extension Educator

Dead leaves that usually drop off  are clinging to trees and 
shrubs. Or they are dropping and piling up on lawns, shrub 
borders and gardens. 

While leaves cling to trees every year on oaks and a few other 
types of  trees, we’re seeing it in trees like maples that normally 
don’t do this. This is called marcescence which means retention 
of  dead plant parts that normally drop off. 

In shade trees and shrubs, as fall weather turns cooler and 
days shorten, cells at the point of  attachment between leaves 
and twigs begin to form an abscission layer. Once developed, this 
layer is what causes leaves to drop. 

When an early frost or other odd weather interrupts this 
process, or kills leaves before the abscission layer forms, leaves 
can cling well into winter. Winter snow and winds will eventually 
knock them off  or as growth begins next spring, new leaves will 
push off  old leaves.

When marcescence happens, most trees and shrubs are fine in 
the long run. However, this can be a sign cold weather occurred 
before plants were hardened off  and some may show signs of  
cold temperature injury next spring. 

Temperatures did drop below 10 degrees F already and some 
plants could have been damaged. 

There is not much we can do but wait and see what happens 
next spring. 

Help your plants this winter by watering them during warm 
winter days. If  the cold temperatures did not damage them, going 
into and through winter dry very well could. 

Tree leaves clinging or piling up?
Another issue that can occur with clinging leaves is they catch 

and hold more snow during winter. The added weight may result 
in increased branch breakage. 

Trees like silver, Autumn blaze and red maple are weaker 
wooded due to their fast growth. If  you have a fast growing tree 
whose leaves are clinging, be alert to falling branches if  we have 
heavy, wet snows this winter. 

For falling leaves, Extension is asked if  they can be spread on 
perennial flower beds and vegetable gardens. The answer is yes, 
but there is an exception when it comes to perennial flowers. 

On vegetable gardens, a layer of  trees leaves will protect soil 
over winter, suppress fall weeds, promote beneficial critters 
like earthworms and pollinators, and eventually improve soil 
structure when decomposed. 

In perennial flower beds, they provide the same benefits along 
with winter protection. But be aware a leaf  layer may promote 
plant pests like slugs; and a very matted layer may hold too much 
moisture around the crowns of  perennials susceptible to crown 
rot. 

The benefits of  leaving leaves around ornamentals outweighs 
the disadvantages and is encouraged but it might be best to keep 
them away from slug favorites like Hosta. Or remove them if  you 
had a serious insect issue this past season. 

If  using leaves as a winter mulch, wait to pile the leaves over 
plants until after the plants have gone dormant and the soil has 
begun to freeze. 

Leaves should be raked away in spring before plants begin to 
grow. 

Submitted by Antelope County Extension Educator Brittany 
Spieker.

From Page One
Odyssey
Colton Wright, Jessica Getzfred, Riley Vitamavas, Blake Ofe, 
Jordan Lindgren, Joey Getzfred, Theanna Dunn, Austin Hinkle, 
Emma Kinney and Sam Durre.

The District One-Act Play competition will be held Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, at Leigh High School. At this time only household mem-
bers can attend.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

See SMITH, Page 10

Support our
healthcare

workers

Count your Thanksgiving blessings every day
At first blush, I must admit it’s hard to find much 

to be thankful for in the strange year we call 2020.  
Most of  us are just thankful that the year is mostly 
in our rearview mirror as we head into Thanksgiv-
ing tomorrow.

But I’m sure we could agree that being healthy 
is worth something during this year of  pandemic 
as we are squarely in the middle of  a coronavirus 
surge as predicted. Thousands have died in the US 
and worldwide. More than 800 fellow Nebraskans 
have died because of  the virus. Many had exist-

ing medical conditions that 
were worsened by it. I lost 
two friends to the disease.

This all means that 
Thanksgiving 2020 is going 
to be a masked-up, socially 
distanced affair with fewer 
than 10 people per party. 
Close families will likely 
gather. Casual acquaint-
ances or groups of  friends 
may opt for Zoom or one of  
the other virtual platforms 
that have become common 
household words. Holiday 
traditions will be forsaken 
in favor of, perhaps, new 
traditions.

Just as the pandemic has 
forced us to binge-watch TV 
and forego movie theaters, 
concert venues and dining 
out in favor of  take-out, it 

has given us time to find new ways to connect with 
family and friends. It has given us time to read and 
to think. Hopefully it has given us time to reflect 
and count our blessings.

History tells us Connecticut was the first state to 
call a Thanksgiving for general, everyday blessings, 
in 1639. Other states followed suit. In 1789, George 
Washington issued the first presidential proclama-
tion ever, and it was for a day of  Thanksgiving on 
the last Thursday of  November to nationalize the 
tradition.

But Congress objected – imagine that - saying the 
president didn’t have that authority over the states. 
As a compromise, Washington recommended a day 

of  thanks and sent a copy to every governor re-
questing, not ordering, them to issue their own day 
of  Thanksgiving.

Those days were finally consolidated when 
President Abraham Lincoln, in 1863, proclaimed a 
national day of  Thanksgiving on the last Thursday 
of  November for “Thanksgiving and praise to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.”

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

But wait, don’t save it all for Thursday. Consider 
starting every day giving thanks. If  you have your 
health in all this madness, that’s a good place to 
start. 

If  you have something extra, open your heart and 
pay it forward to someone in need during these try-
ing times. 

It’s in the giving that we truly live!

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Right now, we’re facing one of  
the biggest challenges our state 
has ever encountered.  In recent 
weeks, coronavirus hospitaliza-
tions have been rapidly rising 
with many people severely ill and 
more deaths.  There are over four 
times as many Nebraskans in the 
hospital with coronavirus now 
as there were at the beginning of  
last month.  As hospitals fill with 
coronavirus patients, doctors and 
nurses are dealing with the heavi-
est workloads many of  them have 
ever experienced.

With the rapid rise in hos-
pitalizations, we’ve entered a 
critical phase in our war against 
the virus.  From October 16th to 
November 16th, our coronavirus 
hospitalizations increased by 
nearly 20 per day.  As of  Novem-
ber 17th, we’re at 938 hospitaliza-

tions.  If  
trends 
continue, 
our hospi-
tals won’t 
have room 
to provide 
the stand-
ard of  care 
Nebraskans 
deserve. 

It’s 
urgently 
important 
for all of  
us to take 
personal 
responsibil-
ity for sup-
porting our 
healthcare 
workers, 
protecting 

hospital capacity, and slowing the 
spread of  the virus.  We can do 
this by wearing a mask, washing 
our hands often, staying home 
when sick, and keeping six feet of  
social distance.  Additionally, Ne-
braskans should avoid the “Three 
Cs”.  Avoid crowded places where 
you can’t practice social distanc-
ing.  Avoid close contacts where 
you’re within six feet of  someone 
for 15 consecutive minutes.  And 
avoid confined spaces with poor 
ventilation. By using these tools, 
we can help protect our hospitals.

In addition to these measures, 
the state is adjusting our coro-
navirus restrictions in light of  
the rising hospitalizations.  Last 
Friday, I announced a new, phased 
approach to health restrictions 
based on the percentage of  staffed 
hospital beds occupied by corona-
virus patients.  Currently, Ne-
braska is in the “orange” phase, 
which is the second most restric-
tive.  The State of  Nebraska will 
move into the most restrictive 
“red” phase as soon as coronavi-
rus hospitalizations reach 25% 
of  the staffed hospital beds in Ne-
braska.  If  the percentage of  cor-
onavirus-related hospitalizations 
declines below defined thresholds 
(on average, over a seven-day pe-
riod) restrictions will be relaxed.  
A chart outlining each of  the five, 
color-coded phases is available by 
clicking here. 

Last week, I also issued a new 
Directed Health Measure (DHM) 
effective statewide as of  Monday, 
November 16th.  It postpones 
elective surgeries that can wait 
four weeks or longer without 
substantially changing a patient’s 
outcome.  In addition to the 
restriction on elective surgeries, 
the new DHM includes all of  the 
health measures that took effect 
on November 11, 2020.  These 
include requiring masks in es-
tablishments where patrons and 
customers are within six feet for 
15 consecutive minutes, requir-
ing six feet of  separation between 
groups in public spaces, and 
limiting attendance at extracur-
ricular activities to household 
members of  participants.

As Thanksgiving approaches, 

See RICKETTS, Page Five

While votes are still being counted and recounted, there are other things 
we must focus on as well – like getting our economy back on track. Through 
the use of  tools like Zoom, I am able to meet with Ne-
braskans about our economy without skipping a beat.

Many of  my meetings center on our local economy. 
I enjoy hearing and speaking with organizations such 
as Hayes County Economic Development and Cham-
bers of  Commerce for North Platte, Dundy, and the 
State of  Nebraska. In addition, it was great to hear 
from the Nebraska Farm Bureau about the harvest 
concluding successfully. Each meeting brings a differ-
ent perspective and new ideas.

Last week, I hosted a series of  Small Business & 
Community Roundtables to talk with small business 
owners directly. In each session, special guests, in-
cluding hospitals CEOs, Third District entrepreneurs, 
economic development leaders, and local, state, and 
administration officials, shared effective approaches 
to grow and strengthen small businesses during the 
pandemic. A consensus view of  the sessions was 
safely keeping our economy going and adapting to the 
current environment while taking steps to fight the 
virus.

I particularly appreciated hearing from panelists 
like Janell Anderson Ehrke, of  GROW Nebraska, about the focus they have 
put on helping more businesses “go digital” by creating a web presence to 

Small Business and Community Roundtables Recap
market and sell their products online as COVID has accelerated existing on-
line selling trends. In the face of  the challenges such as reduced foot traffic 
and less demand for certain products, Nebraskans have been hard at work 
finding solutions. Andrew Vrbas, Co-founder of  Hastings-based Pacha Soap, 
saw the pandemic and its shutdowns as a major obstacle to his wholesale 
and retail business. Pacha Soap then pivoted to making hand sanitizer and 
other products they will now sell long-term.

Despite disruptions to travel, we should not lose sight of  the importance 
of  exporting Nebraska products to consumers around the world as well. 
In the final session of  my roundtable series we heard from Ted McKin-
ney, USDA Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Services, 
about the importance of  international trade during this time. By expand-
ing opportunities, we can improve our economy by selling great Nebraska 
products to new markets. The administration has been in overdrive on trade 
since its existence and we have seen unprecedented results. By keeping this 
pace, we will be able to exceed all expectations and recover the economy we 
were seeing before COVID. Online meeting technology can also improve our 
ability to sell internationally more efficiently.

I thoroughly enjoyed listening to the unique points of  view from each of  
the panelists during the roundtables, and the feedback we got from those 
watching the sessions. Although we have important issues we are dealing 
with as a nation, it is our small businesses and communities who move us 
forward. Thank you to everyone who participated and I look forward to 
hearing from you again soon!

To view a recording of  any sessions from this week, please visit my You-
Tube Channel here.

At first, it might feel strange to 
give thanks at the end of  a year like 
this one. 2020 brought with it the 

COVID-19 pan-
demic, months 
of  social unrest 
and economic 
uncertainty, and 
a contentious 
and polarized 
general elec-
tion. People 
have lost loved 
ones, some have 
lost their busi-
ness or their 
job, and many 
have felt anxiety 
and stress with 
teaching chil-
dren at home, 
finding day 
care, or being 
worried about 
leaving home to 
go to the store. 

But positive things have also hap-
pened in the midst of  all of  this be-
cause of  the good people of  our state. 
Nebraskans have stepped up this year, 

Stay safe and give thanks this Thanksgiving
just like we did after last year’s flood-
ing and just as we always do in the 
face of  adversity. 

When the lockdowns first began and 
many of  our most vulnerable citizens 
were unable to go to grocery stores 
in person, their neighbors made sure 
they had what they needed. In Kear-
ney, for example, members of  the 
UNK wrestling team partnered with 
Hot Meals USA to deliver free meals 
and groceries to residents in need.

The Central Nebraska Community 
Action Partnership has also faced the 
challenge of  COVID-19 head-on. They 
completely overhauled their busi-
ness practices at the beginning of  the 
pandemic to comply with statewide 
directed health measures, all while 
continuing to provide their crucial 
services to the residents of  21 central 
Nebraska counties.

The changes we’ve made to our lives 
to prevent the spread of  the coronavi-
rus have been necessary, but no one 
can say they’ve been easy. They have 
kept graduating seniors from attend-
ing their senior proms and com-
mencement ceremonies, forced many 
businesses to rethink the way they 

operate and make tough decisions, 
and kept many of  us from seeing our 
loved ones.

But Nebraskans are innovators, and 
we’ve found new and creative ways to 
make the best of  these changes.

Instead of  canceling their com-
mencements, many schools postponed 
them and held virtual ceremonies for 
students. 

An especially heartwarming story 
is that of  Elwood’s “reverse parade,” 
when the school’s 17 graduating sen-
iors lined up six feet apart on main 
street to wave at their parents, fami-
lies, and friends as they drove by.

Small businesses that traditionally 
operated almost entirely in person, 
like Master’s Hand in Tekamah, have 
seen this year as an opportunity to 
grow their online presence. Their 
website quickly became so popu-
lar that the shopping channel QVC 
featured them in May, which led to a 
huge surge in business.

The first few months of  the pan-
demic also saw countless “window 
visits” to nursing homes across our 
state. 

In Omaha, a few young siblings who 

weren’t allowed inside to see their 
grandfather had their mom connect a 
microphone to a Bluetooth speaker so 
they could sing to him.

Nebraska has been on the front lines 
of  this fight since day one. Nebraska 
Medicine in Omaha has done par-
ticularly outstanding work. Their re-
search into COVID-19 treatments and 
therapies has been invaluable, not just 
to Nebraska, but to the whole country. 

Despite the success we have had, the 
battle against this virus is not over. As 
we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
I encourage you to follow the advice 
of  your local public health officials. It 
is best to avoid large gatherings this 
holiday season and to celebrate on a 
smaller scale instead.

With COVID-19 cases and hospitali-
zations rising to an alarming level in 
our state, it’s so important that every 
Nebraskan does what they can to help 
one another. 

That means continue to wear your 
mask, practice social distancing, and 
wash your hands. I know we can do 
this because stepping up to help each 
other in times of  need is who we are 
as Nebraskans.
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REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

Nebraskans are making plans for the holidays.  I urge all Nebras-
kans to limit the size of  their holiday gatherings to help slow the 
spread of  coronavirus.  Our local public health departments tell 
us the virus is spreading at informal gatherings, usually in peo-
ple’s homes.  As you think about celebrating the holidays, please 
keep in mind the possibility of  Nebraska moving to the “red” 
zone.  If  we enter the “red” phase of  our coronavirus plan, indoor 
gatherings will be restricted to 10 people or less. 

Regardless of  the color of  phase we’re in, schools will con-
tinue to operate.  They’ve been doing an excellent job of  helping 
everyone stay healthy.  The risk of  the coronavirus to children is 
extremely low, but the harm of  school closures to students and 
families is enormous.  Academically, remote learning simply 
doesn’t work well for some students.  Without in-person classes, 
children miss out on valuable opportunities to build social skills.  
They also lose the benefits of  a structured environment that pro-
motes healthy nutrition, physical and mental health.  

The impact of  the pandemic extends beyond the virus itself.  

CDC Director Robert Redfield has highlighted the rising number 
of  deaths from suicides and overdoses among high school-aged 
kids.  For this age group, increased deaths from suicide and drug 
abuse in 2020—compared to a typical year—have been much high-
er than deaths from coronavirus.  Tragically, we’ve seen evidence 
of  this in Nebraska.  According to work done by the Kim Founda-
tion, suicides among youth under 20 years of  age are double what 
they were last year in Douglas and Sarpy counties.  And they’re 
ten times higher than deaths from the coronavirus.  In light of  
these alarming statistics, it’s critical that we watch out for the 
well-being of  our children in the coming weeks and months.

If  you have questions about Nebraska’s coronavirus phases, 
please email pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 402-471-2244.  I’m 
confident Nebraskans will pull together to fight the coronavirus.  
It’s in our power to determine where Nebraska goes from here.  
We must all take responsibility to slow the spread and support 
our healthcare workers in the coming days.  Working together, 
we can protect our hospitals and help return Nebraska to a more 
normal life.

From Page Four
Ricketts

I opened my Bible just now, looking for the Psalm that begins, 
“O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.” I chuckled when my Bible opened right to it. 
Psalm 136 is a litany, every second verse is the same, making it 
an easy congregational response, “for his steadfast love endures 

forever.” The writer gives thanks for 
God’s creative deeds in the beginning, for 
God bringing the people of  Israel out of  
bondage in Egypt, for protecting them in 
the wilderness until they were home in the 
Promised Land and for God’s provisions 
for all people. The Psalm ends almost as it 
began, “O give thanks to the God of  heaven, 
for his steadfast love endures forever.”

A prayer practice I sometimes do, and 
encourage others to try, is taking the 
words of  the Psalmist as a starting point 
for writing our own prayers. Maybe you 
would like to give it a try this week. Our 
Thanksgiving celebrations may not be as 
elaborate as usual, our houses quieter, 
missing the flow of  friends and family. 
Yet, we have much to be thankful for. What 
if  you were to write a litany of  thanks, 
tracing the ways God has steadfastly loved 
you through life? Or, what if  you and your 
family were to write one you can recite 

together as your prayer at the Thanksgiving table?
For example, my personal litany could be:
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 

endures forever; who gave me life within my birth mother and 
a happy home with my parents, for his steadfast love endures 
forever;

who gave me brothers to grow up with and grandparents to 

“O Give Thanks to the Lord”
cheer me on, for his steadfast love endures forever;

who gave me teachers and schools and dance and a church 
family and youth group to shape and form me, for his steadfast 
love endures forever;

who gave me a call to ministry and opportunities to follow the 
call, for his steadfast love endures forever;

who gave me a first marriage and the gift of  three sons, 
strength and comfort when that marriage failed, and carried my 
boys and me to safety, healing and a new home, for his steadfast 
love endures forever; 

who helped me stand when ministry was hard, when my 
parents were ill, when I was lonely as a single mom, for his 
steadfast love endures forever;

who nudged me to take just one more look at Match.com before 
that disappointing subscription ended--only to see the twinkle in 
the eye of  a man named Mike who was my “match” that day, my 
beloved match-forever, for his steadfast love endures forever;

who called us to this adventure in Antelope County where our 
lives overflow with the riches of  good neighbors and two faithful 
and fun congregations, O Give thanks to the God of  heaven, for 
his steadfast love endures forever! 

If  you write a litany of  your own, and are willing to share it 
with me, I’d love to read it. If  you write a litany as a family and 
share it on Thanksgiving, I pray doing so will bring you joy. If  
you don’t get around to writing anything, I pray nonetheless 
your heart is full because you know God’s steadfast love endures 
forever.

*****
I love to hear from you. Reach me at beckyzmcneil@gmail.com 

or by phone 402.540.5615.  Park Church has made the sad, but 
wise decision to return to worship via Zoom only until the end of  
the year at least, in order to protect each other from COVID-19. 
You are welcome to join us in worship on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 
Contact me for the connection information. 
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A stadium half  empty or a 
football field full of  fans, that is 
the question?

High school football fans got 
a taste of  what it used to be like 
last Friday.

Due to COVID-19 concerns, 
NSAA championship games 
scheduled to be played in 
Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
were moved back to high 
school fields of  the highest 
seed remaining in the playoffs.

That means in Class C2, 
Pierce hosted their game 
against Hastings Adams 
Central. To the west, Burwell 
hosted Dundy County-Stratton. 
To the south, Archbishop 
Bergan hosted Ord. And 
so it goes. That’s the way it 
used to be, and if  you want 
my opinion, that’s the way it 
should be.

I know it’s every high school 
football player’s dream to play 
at Memorial Stadium. It was 
mine, too, when I was that 
age. It didn’t happen because 
football at my high school, for 

lack of  
a better 
word, 
suunk. 
To mo-
tivate the 
team, the 
coach 
said he 
would cut 
off  three 
inches 
of  his 
trousers 
for every 
game 
the team 
won. For 
the sake 
of  the 
faculty, 
student 
body, our 

fans and the other team’s fans, 
the team lost every game. No 
need for indecent exposure 
there. True story!

I’ve covered championship 
games played by the Wolfpack 
at Memorial Stadium, I covered 
championship games played 
by the Grant Plainsmen 
at home and away (Yutan 
and Bloomfield). I’d say the 
atmosphere was much better 
with the Plainsmen. Nothing 
against the Wolfpack, those 
games in Lincoln were special 
for the play on the field. I’m 
not so sure sitting on those 
bleacher seats in Lincoln was 
all that great. Yes, if  you’ve 
never been in the stadium, it 
is an experience to cherish. 
However, the experience with 
1,000 to 2,000 fans isn’t quite 
the same as 90,000, trust me.

I’d prefer to see the games 
played at high school fields 
because, like Stu Pospisil 
noted in a recent column in 
The Omaha World-Herald, the 
excitement generated in the 
community hosting the game is 
something to see. Community 
spirit gone wild is how I 
remember those days at Grant. 
Nobody followed their teams 
like the Plainsmen’s fans did, 
home and away. Yard signs, 
windows on buildings painted 
full of  spirit, pep rallies with 
bonfires. With each victory, the 
excitement grew.

Just as it was when the 
Wolfpack won back-to-back 
titles, the Plainsmen had a 
three-peat. In each instance, 
the pride generated with those 
championship trophies wasn’t 
felt by just the players and 
coaches, it was felt by anyone 
who was a fan of  the team.

I know the argument about 
playing on a neutral field 
(make everything equal and 
let the best team win). But, 
if  you’ve earned home field 
advantage, shouldn’t your team 
be able to play at home?

One can wish for the best, 
but I know that if  it weren’t for 
COVID-19, the championship 
games would have been played 
in Lincoln and this space 
would be filled talking about 
something else.

For an old-timer who has 
sipped hot chocolate at more 
concession stands than I can 
count (and I can count pretty 
high), there’s something 
missing in Memorial Stadium. 
It’s something that words 
aren’t adequate to describe, it’s 
a sense of  community pride 
that used to be. There are a lot 
of  things that used to be that 
aren’t ever going to be again. 
Change is constant, but some 
things should remain when 
they are as good as it gets.

Home field was
as good as it gets Wright, Wemhoff earn first team D2-5 honors

Two members of  the EPPJ 
Wolfpack football team earned 
first team honors when the 
D2-5 All-District Team was an-
nounced Monday morning.

Sophomore Jack Wemhoff  
and junior Colton Wright 
garnered first team honors as 
determined by coaches in the 
district.

Freshman Blake Henn and 
sophomore Paiton Hoefer 
were named to the all-district 
second team.

Two other Wolfpack play-
ers received honorable men-
tion. They were sophomore 

Chambers/Wheeler Central Varsity Volleyball girls were Class D2 State Runner-Up Champions 
at the 2020 NSAA State Volleyball Championships Class held earlier this month. Diller-Odell won 
the championship over CWC 26-24, 25-20, 14-25, 22-25 and 16-14.  CWC girls played an amazing 
top performance game. Their coaches Diane Kasselder and Russ Nolte and the Wheeler County 
Community are so proud of them. Team members are (front row, l-r): Ryann Haburchak, Emma Jon-
seth, MaKenna Pelster, Alexis Butterfield andCheyenne Pokorny. Back row:  Brook Ehlers, Rachel 
Dierks, Tessa Metschke, Elli Metschke, Morgan Ramsey and Michelle Koenig. Photo courtesy of 
Trina Pelster 

Community proud of CWC netters

Layne
Bullock

Paiton
Hoefer

Cale
Kinney

Blake
Henn

Cale Kinney and senior Layne 
Bullock.

Other selections were:
Central Valley — Ty Nekoli-

zak, Jackson McIntyre, Morgan 
Behnk, Kyle Oakley, Trevor 

Sophomore Jack Wemhoff (2) rushed for over 1,000 yards and 
earned first team District 2-5 honors. File photo

Junior Colton Wright (24), Wolfpack defensive MVP, earned first 
team honors. File photo
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BURWELL — So close, and yet so far 
away.

Victory slipped through the fingers of  

Ord FFA hosted the District 
10 FFA livestock judging con-
test on Thursday, November 12 
at the fairgrounds in Ord. 

Schools participating in the 
state-qualifying contest were: 
Elgin, Burwell, O’Neill, Ord, 
Sargent, Stuart, West Holt, 
Neligh-Oakdale, Chambers, 
Loup County, Keya Paha, Boyd 
County, Elkhorn Valley, Wheel-
er Central, Ainsworth and Rock 
County. 

Out of  27 teams competing in 
the Senior Division, consisting 
of  four members on a team, 
Elgin’s Senior team consisting 
of  Carter Beckman, Allyson 
Selting, Taylynne Charf  and 

Elgin Senior FFA team 
wins District Livestock 
Judging Contest at Ord

Elgin FFA Livestock Judging teams competing at Ord included (back row, l-r): Gage Theissen, Nick Anderson, Alyssa Burenheide, Brian 
Heithoff, Dylon Lueking, Blake Henn and Myles Kittelson. Front row: Baylee Busteed, Marissa Preister, Harlie Bode, Allyson Selting, Jack 
Wemhoff, Brenna Martinsen, Carter Beckman, Keyera Eisenhauer and Taylynne Charf. Photo submitted

Marissa Preister were chosen 
district champions and will 
compete at the State FFA Live-
stock Judging contest in April.

Beckman was the fourth 
overall champion and tied for 
first in the reasons division.

Selting was the 10th overall 
individual, Charf  finished 14th 
and Preister was 18th. 

In the Junior Division, the 
Elgin team of  Gage Theissen, 
Blake Henn, Baylee Busteed 
and Brian Heithoff  placed 
ninth out of  a combined 29 
teams. Other results were not 
available at press time.

By FFA Advisor Julia 
Schwartz

 

the game being stopped until the spectator complies or leaves the 
facility.
• Concessions-Limited menu will be available.  EPPJ Junior High 
Covid Guidelines.
• Only household members will be allowed into the competition.
• Grandparents will only be allowed if  living in the same house as 
the participant.   
• Masks are required to be worn over the mouth and nose at all 
times by everyone that is not actively participating, including 
fans, players on the bench, and coaches.
• Anyone not following the masking requirements will be asked 
to leave.  Refusal to leave will result in the game being stopped 
until the spectator complies or leaves the facility.
Becker said all JH teams need to come dressed as locker room ac-
cess will be limited to pregame talks only.

From Page One
Rules
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

NOTICE
Estate of RONALD R. WILKIN-

SON, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

November 3, 2020, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR20-37, Lar-
ry D. Wilkinson, whose mailing 

Notice — Estate of Ronald R. Wilkinson
address is P.O. Box 53, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756, has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Creditors of 
this estate must file their claims 
with this Court on or before 
January 11, 2021 or be forever 
barred. Creditors shall sub-

mit their claims to the Antelope 
County Court, P.O. Box 26, Ne-
ligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: November 11, 18 & 
25, 2020
ZNEZ

Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY

NOTICE of Public Hearing 
Date

WHEREAS, the Antelope 
County Board of Commissioners 
received a petition to consider 
the vacation or abandonment of 
841st Road between 510th and 
511th Avenue.  The road is lo-
cated between Sections 30 and 
31, Townships 24 North, Range 
8 West of the 6th Principal Merid-

ian, Antelope County Nebraska.
WHEREAS, a written report 

of the use of the road has been 
completed by the Highway Su-
perintendent and is filed with the 
County Clerk

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Board of 
Commissioners of Antelope 
County, Nebraska, that a pub-
lic hearing date be set for 10:00 

A.M. the 1st day of December, 
2020 to consider whether or not 
to vacate or abandon said road.  
The County Clerk is hereby di-
rected to send copies of this res-
olution by registered or certified 
mail to the abutting and adjacent 
landowners in Antelope County.
PUBLISH: November 18 and 25, 
2020
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
November 17th, 2020

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.
Approved/awarded bid for 

EWP Projects
Meeting Adjourned.

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

CHARLIE HENERY /s/
Chairman of County Board

Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: November 25, 2020
ZNEZ

Court News
All fines in addition to $49 court costs. *Denotes 

an amendment of  original charge(s).
All fines in addition to $49 court costs. 

*Denotes an amendment of  original charge(s).
Clinton D. Brandt, Oakdale, NE 7/7/2020 

speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - Wiggins.
James D. Smith, Stuart, NE 8/13/2020 no 

proof  of  ownership, fined $50 - Viterna.
Greg L. Jones, Gretna, NE 10/3/2020 

speeding 70/55 mph, fined $75 - Keetle.
Carlos Mendoza, Clearwater, NE 10/10/2020 

no license on person, fined $25 - Lehr/Moore.
Carter E. Patton, Oklahoma City, OK, 

10/22/2020 speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - 
Reynoldson.

Frausto M. Miriam Isela, O’Neill, NE 
10/21/2020 no operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $75 - Walter.

Cole R. Weston (Sabey Trucking, Inc), 
Godley, TX 10/20/2020 CMV-HOS log not 
current, fined $100 - Asche.

Kolton P. Knievel, Neligh, NE 10/20/2020 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Joseph W. Potrzebowski, O’Neill, NE 
10/15/2020 speeding 46/35 mph, fined $75 - 
Shaver.

Matthew L. Anderson (Anderson Trucking 
LLC), Elgin, NE 8/25/2020 speeding 75/65 
mph/ no registration in vehicle/fail to display 
proper number of  plates, fined $75 - Detlefsen.

Richard J. Petersen, Lyons, NE 8/16/2020 
speeding 66/55 mph, fined $75 - Lehr.

Kenneth Coomes, Arlington, TX 10/27/2020 
speeding 84/65 mph, fined $125 - Detlefsen.

Corey L. Simcox, Brownsville, TX 10/30/2020 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Elijah L. Pellatz, Royal, NE 9/15/2020 
speeding 75/65 mph/no valid registration, 
fined $50 - Detlefsen.

Joseph D. Kohls (Medi-Waste Disposal LLC), 
Lincoln, NE 11/2/2020 CMV-tire other (non-
conforming tires), fined $50 - Asche.

Nicole F. Beed, Chambers, NE 10/29/2020 
speeding 70/55 mph, fined $75 - Lawson.

Ricky F. Harmeier (Life Partners Inc.), 
Norfolk, NE 11/5/2020 CMV-brake general/
CMV-tire other, fined $100 - Hulse.

Henrry D. Arriaga Smith, South Sioux City, 
NE 11/5/2020 speeding 74/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Detlefsen.

Darin R. Hoesing (Jerry’s Service Inc.), 
Coleridge, NE 11/5/2020 CMV-HM cargo tank 
violation, fined $100 - Pfeiffer.

Daniel Gonzalez Sanchez, Brownsville, TX 
9/17/2016 speeding 60/50 mph/no operator’s 
license/no proof  of  insurance, fined $151 - 
Ternus.

Patrick J. Linthicum, Oakdale, NE 6/26/2020 
DUI-.15+, fined $500+offender assessment-
drug-probation administrative enrollment-
probation-breath test fees totaling $500/
probation ordered for 12 months/license 
revoked for 60 days/interlock device ordered - 
Moore.

Hope M. Petite, Orchard, NE 6/22/2020 
assault by mutual consent, fined $250 - Shaver.

Alexander B. Wilder, Norfolk, NE 4/19/2020 
drive under susp-before reinstated, fined $100 
- Nelson.

Jacob P. Schmit, Oakdale, NE 7/25/2020 
disturbing the peace, fined $300 - Lawson, 
Keetle, Wright & Mann.*

Darwin J. Bartos, Creighton, NE 8/7/2020 
drive under susp-before reinstated/fail to yield 
ROW-private drive-roadway, fined $125 - Pfeifer.

Conner N. Lucas, Creighton, NE 10/17/2020 
minor in possession-under 19-1st off, fined 
$300 - Mann.

A Korean War veteran, he returned home and served on 
numerous boards and was a 4-H leader for 30 years.

Obituary
Donald L. Mannlein, 90

Donald L. “Don” Mannlein, 
90 of  Albion, NE passed away 
Thursday, November 19, 2020 at 
Boone County Health Center, 
Albion, NE.

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
for family and relatives will 
was held at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, 
November 24, 2020 at St Mi-

chael’s Catho-
lic Church in 
Albion, NE 
with Fr. Mark 
Tomasiewicz 
officiating. 
Burial followed 
at St. Michael’s 
Catholic 
Cemetery with 
Military Rites 
conducted by 

American Legion Post #162 
and VFW Post #736 of  Albion, 
NE and the Army Funeral 
Honor Guard. 

Visitation was 6 to 7 p.m. 
Monday at the church with 
a 7 p.m. wake service.  CDC 
guidelines will be followed. 
Social distancing and Covid-19 
DHM’s will be followed at both 
the visitation/service and 
masks are required.

Memorials are suggested to 

the family for later designa-
tion.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Albion, NE is in charge of  the 
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com. 

*****
Donald “Don” Leo Mann-

lein, son of  Leo and Catherine 
(Redler) Mannlein was born on 
February 5, 1930 in Albion, NE.  
He was baptized at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Peters-
burg, NE and confirmed at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Albion, NE.  Don graduated 
from Albion High School in 
1947.  Following High School 
Don farmed with his dad west 
of  Albion.

On April 28, 1952 Don 
was united in marriage to 
Elizabeth “Betty” Klein at St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Church 
in Raeville, NE.  She was the 
daughter of  Joseph and Clara 
(Preusser) Klein.  

The couple farmed west of  
Albion until November of  1952 
when Don was called to serve 
his country.  He entered basic 
training at Camp Chaffee, AR.  

After training he was shipped 
to South Korea for 18 months 
for active duty.  He was as-
signed to I Cop Artillery and 
stationed on the 38th Parallel 
as a forward observer or S-3 
Personal.  

When he arrived home in 
1954, he and Betty moved to 
Boys Town, NE where Don was 
a Beef  Herdsman for 5 years.  
In 1959 they moved on a ranch 
west of  Elgin in Wheeler 
County where Don managed 
a ranch for 36 years. While 
in Wheeler County he was a 
member of  St. John’s Catholic 
Church rural Clearwater.  He 
held many offices including 
President of  Parish Council 
for 10 years.  Don was also a 
lector and EME.  He was on 
the school board in Wheeler 
County for 8 years, a 4-H leader 
for 30 years, on the NRD for 12 
years, trustee on the Antelope 
Memorial Hospital Board for 
15 years, and was a 3rd degree 
member of  the Knights of  
Columbus in Elgin.

In 1995 Don retired from the 
ranch and they moved to Al-
bion, NE where he stayed quite 
active as a handy man volun-
teering at the Boone County 
Health Center.  

He loved his music, garden, 
and flowers and most of  all the 
family and grandchildren.  He 
also enjoyed volunteering at 
the Boone County Fair.  Don 
joined the Knights of  Colum-
bus here in Albion where he 
became a 4th degree assembly 
1717 and held a Faithful Navi-
gator position for 2 years and 
a Scribe position for 8 years.  
He was also a member of  the 
American Legion Post #162.  
Don was a member of  St. Mi-
chael’s parish in Albion, where 
he served a as lector and EME, 
and a sacricist.  

He also served as an EME at 
the Assisted Living and for the 
home bound.

Don is survived by wife 
Betty of  Albion, NE; three 
daughters Debra Mannlein 
of  Albion, NE; Ruth (Arne) 
Anderson of  Waco, NE; Angela 
(Rick) Coan of  Jackson, NE; 
five granddaughters: Amy (Ja-
son) Meyer; Katey Frohberg; 
Jordan Anderson; Brittanie 
(Dan) Ferden; Breisha (Antho-
ny) Weber; three grandsons: 
Michael (Marsha) Frohberg; 
Sean (Jessica) Frohberg; Gage 
Anderson; 12 great-grandchil-
dren; siblings: Dorothy Pfeifer; 
Dolores Schack; Kathleen 
(Earl) Stephens; Gene Mann-
lein; Mary Dunlap; Barbara 
(John) Miller; Larry (Sally) 
Mannlein; along with many 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; daughter Nancy 
Mannlein; sister Rosie Stew-
art; sister-in-law Carol Mann-
lein; brothers-in-law Kenneth 
Pfeifer and Dean Schack; and 
niece Kathy Pfeifer.

From Page Seven
Honors
Cargill (first team): Carson 
Corman, Casey Landers and 
Thomas Bonge (second team)

Humphrey St. Francis — 
Tanner Pfeifer, Austin Leifeld, 
Haustyn Forney and Justin 
Leifeld (first team); Carter 
Welch and Dustin Olmer 
(second team); Jaden Kosch 
and Colten Wietfeld (honorable 
mention)

Riverside — Tony Berger, 
Jeffrey Schmeits and David 
Lozano (first team); Charlie 
Keehn and Michael Bernt 
(second team); Trent Carraher, 
Lane Swerczek, Carson Bloom 
and Connor Carraher (honor-
able mention)

CWC — Logan Sanford (first 
team); Jackson Waldo, Brady 
Renner and Cole Duba (second 
team); Rex Day, Blake Wolinski 
and Solan Bowen (honorable 
mention)

NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners
OF DECEMBER, 2020

Notice is hereby given that 
the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-

braska will hold meetings in the 
County Commissioner’s room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 
December 1st, 2020 at 9:00 AM
December 8th, 2020 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: November 25, 2020
ZNEZ

From Page One
Turkeys
Donald Pelster

• Park Center Daycare — 
Jordan Schindler

• Precision Repair — Joe 
Oberbrockling

• St. Boniface/PJCC (Kyle 
& Deb Warren) — Addison 
Childers

• Sandhills Hide-A-Way — 
Jane Schuchardt

• Total Image Salon & Spa — 
Sue Schiltmeyer

• Town & Country Veterinary 
Clinic — Zondee Coakes

Winners have until Friday, 
Dec. 4, to pick up their turkeys 
at Dean’s Market.

The Elgin Community Club 
thanks all businesses who par-
ticipated in this year’s event.
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Court News

Shop At Home!

PJCC One-Act coaches Alan Reicks and Jessie Reestman show off the traveling plaque which goes to the winner of the NVC East One-Act 
Play Competition. Members of the cast and crew are (second row, l-r): Natalie Bauer, Brooklyn Meis, Marissa Preister, Kirsten Krebs, Jasmine 
Dozler, Ashtyn Meis and Lexi Bode. Third row: Carter Beckman, Emma Lea Ruterbories, Ellie Ruterbories, Allyson Selting, Skylar Reestman, 
Taylynne Charf and Jack Barlow. Third row: Layne Bullock, Harlie Bode, Ashlynne Charf, Skyler Meis, Natalie Reicks, Kaylee Ramold, Emma 
Mlnarik, Linus Borer and Matthew Dilly. Back row: Alyssa Burenheide, Samuel Hemenway and Dylon Parks. Not pictured: Sharon Bartak, 
Trista Hemenway and Abby Hemenway. E-R photo/LMorgan

Food, family, football, and friends are just a few things that 
come to mind when I reflect on the upcoming holiday. However, 
for many years of  my life, the Thanksgiving gathering of  family 
and friends did not necessarily apply to my own family. Football 
meant opening the bar early on Friday to watch Nebraska take 
on their annual holiday rival, whether it be Iowa or Colorado, 
knowing just who would be waiting there for me to turn the key. 
Friends would be those I would sneak a brief  minute away from 
my work duties to share a funny story at their table. Truthfully, 
the only part of  my Thanksgiving holiday that hasn’t changed 
over the years is the food. I have always gotten take-out from the 
Thanksgiving bazaar to eat at home together as a family. I am 
thankful I will again enjoy the delicious food of  the St. Boniface 
Bazaar. 

Thanksgiving was always a busy night at the bar, as locals 
would come out to reconnect 
with friends from afar home to 
visit their loved ones.  It was a 
fun night to see many faces you 
haven’t seen in a long while. 
I would always have to order 
unique beers or liquors be-
fore the holiday for my special 
holiday customers that had an 
appreciation for something other 
than Bud Light or Windsor. On 
Thanksgiving night, one by one, 
the tables would fill with family and friends, and before I knew it, 
Thanksgiving night was over. Tired, but thankful for our busi-
ness’s support and hoping for many to return tomorrow to watch 
the Huskers. 

As with anything sport, the game-day crowd depended on the 
team’s success at the time. I was blessed for many years as the 
Huskers played competitive ball and kept the fans coming in 
on the Friday following Thanksgiving.  However, whether the 
Huskers were good or bad, I could always count on my regulars, 
as well as a small group of  die-hard Husker friends that would 
gather every year to watch the day after Thanksgiving game with 
me. I was thankful they did. 

Over the weekend, many of  my friends would stop in for a 
drink and a visit, sometimes an extended visit. Although I wasn’t 
able to be with them at their table of  fun, I always felt blessed 
that they were there, so I could join them, if  even for a laugh or 
two. I am so thankful for the many laughs we had shared.  

Today, many things in my life have changed, including how I 
spend the Thanksgiving holiday. I now spend the day decorating 
for Christmas with my daughter, after indulging in our wonder-
ful St. Boniface Bazaar dinner. My husband, son, and relatives 
gather to watch football and cheer on the Huskers; I always hope 
to catch up with old friends over the holiday, and I know a great 
little bar in town to gather.  

I am so thankful for this time in my life, where Thanksgiving 
truly feels like a holiday. 

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Most people are familiar with the old adage, “the show must 
go on.” These words rang through the hearts and minds of  many 
area one-act coaches and student actors as they prepared to 
compete in the NVC East competition hosted by Pope John High 
School last week. With Covid numbers on the rise, several chang-
es had to be made to the competition format to ensure the show 
could go on. 

Although this is only my second year as co-director of  the One-
Act team at Pope John, it didn’t take me long to realize that one 
of  the kid’s favorite parts of  attending One-Act Competitions is 
interacting with other schools. Therefore,  it was very encourag-
ing news at the start of  the season during the conference meeting 
with all involved coaches; the decision was made to proceed with 

all conference schools attending and preparing for competition at 
Pope John.  Each school would be assigned their own homeroom, 
and social distancing would be monitored and enforced.   Howev-
er, due to safety concerns and newly added restrictions, the hard 
decision to change to a “Show and Go” was made. 

Instead of  teams arriving to spend a whole day on the Pope 
John campus watching each competing school’s show, teams 
would arrive dressed and ready during a designated time slot. 
They would be allowed to enter once the previous team had 
left and all utilized areas were sanitized. Also, only parents, 
grandparents, and coaches would make up the audience for each 
performance.  

Of  course, initially, the students were disappointed at the news,  
but soon their focus changed, and they understood how fortunate 
they were to perform.  The realization that all the hours of  prepa-
ration could have been wasted helped them accept the changes. 

On the day of  the competition, Pope John was the first team to 
perform.  As if  they were performing for a packed house, the kids 
were filled with nervous energy—each giving one another little 
reminders of  what to do on stage. Hairspray, hair color, lipstick, 
and bobby pins were in high demand. During the hustle and bus-
tle, a couple of  breakable props didn’t quite make it to the perfor-
mance. Quickly sweeping up the mess and then taking their place 
on stage to await the curtain opening...their play title was an-
nounced; it was showtime. Unfortunately, the stage lights decided 
to have stage fright and would not turn on right at that moment. 
Only until Coach Alan Reicks brought out the lift and found the 
source of  the problem in the outlet near the gym ceiling was the 
lighting returned. 

It was then the curtains opened, and the show began. The kids 
performed exceptionally well that day. They forgot about the 
small audience; they forgot about missing the opportunity to 
connect with their friends from other schools; they forgot about 
the broken props, and they forgot about the shaky start due to the 
lights not working. On that day, they understood, “the show must 
go on.”  

A one-act play championship takes a lot of work

Food is the one constant
for my Thanksgiving
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John Stoltz bested the 
field to earn the top prize in 
the Elgin Review Football 
Contest.

Stoltz missed just two 
games to claim the top prize 
of  $20 in Elgin Bucks.

Steve & Casey Busteed 
bested Tim Rossow and Ed 
Parks in the tiebreaker to 
claim the runner-up prize 
of  $10 in Elgin Bucks. Each 
missed five games. 

In the tiebreaker, Busteed’s 
guess of  848 total yards 
between Nebraska and 
Illinois was closest to the 
actual figure of  882. Rossow 
guessed 841 and Ed Parks 
guessed 765.

Results of  the games were:

NC State over Liberty
Minnesota over Purdue
Oklahoma over Oklahoma 

State
Auburn over Tennessee
Illinois over Nebraska
Nevada over San Diego 

State
Ohio State over Indiana
LSU over Arkansas
Michigan over Rutgers
Iowa State over Kansas 

State
USC over Utah
Northwestern over 

Wisconsin
Pitt over Virginia Tech.
Due to cancellation as a 

result of  COVID-19, four 
games were tossed out of  the 
contest.

Stoltz wins, Busteed takes
second in FB contest

By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

“We’re talking.” A term used by almost all adolescents today. 
But what does it mean? If  you ask me or anyone else, talking 
refers to having a conversation with someone at the mall, the 
grocery store, or any public setting. But when a kid my age says, 
“we’re talking”, a much different definition comes to mind, a 
more romantic depiction.

“Talking” in teenage words these days is the period of  time 

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

where two people, a boy and a girl, have feelings for each other 
but haven’t really confirmed the relationship or made it official. 
Usually, “talking” includes lots of  texting, snapchatting, hanging 
out with a friends, etc. Eventually, if  the “talking” period goes 
well, dating is soon to follow and the official boyfriend/girlfriend 
label is used. 

Personally, I hate the phrase, “we’re talking”. I talk to many 
people. But why does that refer to a romantic relationship? To 
me, the “talking phase” is almost a trial run. Rather than asking 
a person out on a date, two people text and hang out for a while 
before they start a relationship. 

I understand that they may want to be friends first, but is that 
the way to go? 

What happened to romance and chivalry? In the 50s, a guy 
would have to call your house and ask permission to take you 
out. Then, he would knock on your door and get you, not wait in 
the car or meet you at the place. 

Plus, there would be an actual date, not hanging out at each 
other’s house on the couch. And most importantly, a guy would 
act as a gentleman, opening the door, taking out your seat before 
you sat, and walk you up to your doorstep when the night was 

over. I may be wrong, but the only time I 
see this happening is in the movies. 

I am not saying guys are the reason 
dating is awful, girls are as much at fault as 
guys. Girls become too attached. It’s almost 
like it’s impossible to have guy friends 
without it being more. Or, if  a girl has a 
guy friend, it s automatically assumed that 
it’s more than just a friendship and that 
they are “talking”. 

I won’t lie, I have used this term before as 
well as many of  my other friends. However, 
we strongly dislike it and wish dating 
was as simple and fun as it was in the 50s. 
Having said that, isn’t there another way to 
describe “we’re talking”? 

And the fact is, dating is just not the 
same as it once was. And when the time 
comes for me to start dating, which is not 
for a long while, I won’t accept anything 
less than a gentleman.

Dating is awful; what happened to romance and chivalry?
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Antelope Memorial Hos-
pital in Neligh continues 
to take steps to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We recently increased 
the number of  patient 
rooms that have air disin-
fectant units from four to 
eight in our COVID unit 
here at Antelope Memorial 
Hospital,” said Diane Car-
lin, AMH Chief  Executive 
Officer. “The units are used 
to destroy viruses to include 
COVID-19. Plus, four of  the 
eight rooms have double 
patient capacities. If  needed, 
this would allow us to care 
for up to 12 patients with the 
virus at a time.” 

Air disinfectant units take 
in air which is run through 
a Hepa filter and then passed 
over an ultraviolet (UV) 
light, destroying any viruses, 
added Carlin. Normally, the 
unit then blows the air back 
out virus-free. However. 
in our patient rooms we 
have the purified air blown 
outside through a tube to 
create negative air pressure 
in the room. This keeps any 
pre-treated air in a COVID 
patient room from spreading 
outside its door. It’s a great 
way to contain and prevent 
the spread of  the COVID-19 
virus within the hospital 
when an infected patient is 
being cared for. 

In the near future, we’re 
also excited to begin offering 
in-house testing for the COV-
ID-19 virus, added Carlin. 
This will greatly assist our 
providers in promptly deter-
mining the course of  action 
required for our patients. 
It will help ensure the best 
treatments and protocols are 
followed when patients test 
positive and greatly reduce 
unnecessary treatments and 
precautions when testing 
is negative. Originally, our 
new analyzer was scheduled 
to arrive in early November. 
However, it is currently on 
back order with an expected 
arrival date near year’s end. 

The staff  of  AMH con-
tinues to take many other 
steps to prevent the spread 
of  COVID directly to AMH”s 
staff  and other patients as 
well as outside its doors. 
Precautions at AMH include 
wearing the appropriate per-
sonal protection gear (masks, 
shields, gloves and gowns), 
screenings with temp checks 
of  all visitors, daily temps 
and monitoring of  all em-
ployees, frequent handwash-
ing and avoiding crowded 
places, close contacts and 
confined spaces. Employees 
are also encouraged to rest, 
eat healthily and keep a posi-
tive attitude outside of  work. 

Overall, it is our intent and 
a high priority for our pa-
tients to feel reassured that 
we are taking added meas-
ures to help prevent any pos-
sible exposure to COVID-19 
at our facilities, Carlin said. 
And it’s important to remem-
ber that postponing needed 
medical care and routine 
wellness visits is risky for 
one’s health too. 

Routine wellness visits 
for infants and children 
help to keep their immuni-
zations up-to-date, added 
Carlin. For adults, routine 
check-ups, colonoscopies and 
mammograms support the 
early detection of  cancer and 
greatly enhance the chance 
for a positive prognosis and 
outcome. And if  someone is 
experiencing chest pain or 
other heart issue, it could 
prove to be deadly to ignore 
the early signs of  cardiac 
distress. 

“I am very appreciative of  
our staff  here at AMH,” said 
Carlin. “We have a very loyal 
and dedicated team of  men 
and women working under 
extreme conditions. Working 
in full personal protective 
equipment is not easy and 
can be extremely draining, 
along with the extra hours 
that our staff  is fulfilling. It’s 
been a team effort and they 
have met the challenges with 
courage, grace and in service 
to others.”  

AMH meeting
the challenges
of COVID-19

Recently, the number of AMH patient rooms that have air purification units was increased from four to 
eight. Pictured (l-r): Kylie Holley, RN, Marisa Miles, RN, Melodie Funk, unit coordinator, and Linda Hankla, 
LPN, are shown with one of the air purification units in the COVID Unit where patients with COVID-19 are 
cared for. In the background, individual masks worn by the nurses are shown on the wall. Photo submitted

Boone County Health Center will again serve 
as a TestNebraska site beginning tomorrow 
through mid-December.  

Drive-by testing will be available Thursday 
mornings from 9-11 a.m. in the north admin-
istrative parking lot at Boone County Health 
Center with the exception of  Thanksgiving. 

Testing is free and open to everyone. 
You must sign up in advance through the TestNebraska 

website (testnebraska.com).

TestNebraska at BCHC

New Arrivals
Twin boys were born to Ryan & Brittany 

Gruntorad of  Lincoln on Monday, October 
19. Jaden Daniel weighed six pounds, one 
ounce and was 19.5 inches long at birth. 
Jaxon Kenneth weighed five pounds, seven 
ounces and was 18 inches long at birth.

Grandparents are Daniel & Rhonda 
Luettel of  Petersburg and Kenneth & 
Jamie Gruntorad of  Lexington.

Great grandparents are Flavian and Pat Luettel of  Albion and 
Wes Wiley & Karen Gruntorad.


