
Thank a 
veteran - 

every day.
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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 84 degrees recorded 
on November 3. The low was 
32 degrees on November 8. 
Altogether, 0.48 of  an inch of  
precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Nov 2 73 43  
Nov 3 84 37    
Nov 4 81 39    
Nov 5 77 44  
Nov 6 79 54    
Nov 7 74 53    
Nov 8 70 32  0.48  
Total for Last Week.......... 0.48
Total for November ....... .. 0.48
Total for 2020 ................. ..17.13

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are:  

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Ronald 
Wilkinson

Notice — Estate of  Leon 
William Wagner

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and

School District #18.

District #18
School Board to
meet tonight
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The District #18 Board of  
Education will meet in regu-
lar session on Wednesday 
November 11 (tonight).

The meeting will be held 
in the school cafeteria and 
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 
p.m.

Among the ‘action’ items 
on the tentative agenda 
posted on the school’s web-
site are:

• High school roof  replace-
ment

• Approve board policy on 
second reading. They are:

• Equal Educational Oppor-
tunity Policy 103.00; Educa-
tional and 

• Operational Planning 
Policy 104.00: Special Board 
Meetings Policy 204.02; Meet-
ing Notice Policy 204.07;

• Meeting Minutes Policy 
204.11; Equal Opportunity 
Employment Policy 402.01; 
Staff  Conduct with Students

• Policy 402.15;  Abuse of  
Students by School District 
Employees Policy 403.03; Har-
assment Policy 404.06; 

• Employee  Conduct and 
Appearance Policy 405.00; 
Objectives for Equal Educa-
tional Opportunities for

• Students Policy 501.00; 
Student Conduct Policy 
504.03; Hazing, Initiation, 
Secret Societies, or Gang

• Activities  Policy 504.14; 
Harassment Policy 504.18; 
Bullying Prevention Policy 
504.20; Dating Violence 

• Prevention Policy 504.21; 
Suspension and Expulsion of  
Students Policy 505.03; Indi-
vidualized Education

• Program  and Family 
Services Plan Policy 612.05; 
Budget Adoption Process 
Policy 702.03; Live Broadcast 
or Videotaping Policy 1004.03; 
Wellness and Nutrition 
Policy 508.13 assessment. 

The monthly meeting is 
open to the public.

From her small-town Nebraska roots to 
working in Washington D.C. on a govern-
ment relations grassroots team, Ivy Prat-
er believes the skills and determination 
learned while growing up in Elgin have 
helped her navigate a path to Washington 

D.C. to become part  National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperation Association. 

The NRECA is a national service 
organization that represents America’s 
electric cooperatives.  The company by 
which Ivy is employed represents 900 

consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives, public power districts, 
and public utility districts in the United 
States. She explained, “We are in 48 states, 
including Nebraska. We cover 56 percent 
of  the landmass in the country.  We have 
400 million consumer members. We are 
currently addressing some prominent 
issues: Broadband, affordable and reliable 
electricity, taxes, and COVID relief. I work 
as part of  a grass roots technology team. 
For ex-
ample, 
With the 
number 
of  non-
payments 
skyrocket-
ing due to 
COVID,  I 
recently 
created a 
website 
address-
ing COVID relief, where people could just 
press a button and a letter asking Con-
gress to take action would be sent on their 
behalf.  We have so many consumers and 
so many voices; we want them to tell their 
story.  It is our main goal to advocate on 
behalf  of  cooperatives in rural America.” 

She explained her early introduction to 
Washington D.C. and advocacy as such, “ 
You could say my interest was “sparked” 
in the National Rural Electric Program 
many years ago when I was selected to 
attend the Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour. I was one out of  1,500 students to be 
given the opportunity to tour D.C. It was 
my first trip, and it was my first experi-

For many across Antelope County and the surrounding area, the 2020 harvest was completed in the 
last few days. Warm temperatures and dry conditions last week were great for harvesting the last of 
the corn crop. This was the view of Jim Meis entering the family’s last field to harvest. Photo courtesy 
of Anne Meis.

Harvest wraps up

The RV campground at Elgin 
Park has provided spaces for 
a number of  campers over the 
past 10 years. 

In recent years it has been 
to workers of  area wind farms 
being constructed at various 
locations in Antelope County.

However, the City has 
experienced problems 
collecting monthly rent as 
well as with camper’s dogs 
damaging the park.

On Monday night, the Elgin 
City Council effectively drew 
a line in the dirt, taking steps 
they hope will resolve the 
issues which have arisen at the 
park. 

The council, acting on a set 
of  rules presented by Mayor 
Mike Schmitt, approved 
new rules for RVs at the 
campground. The rules will 
be printed on signs at the 
campground and also on 
envelopes which are to be used 
to pay rent.

Other action items were:
Parade — Following 

a presentation by Eric 
Lordemann, representing 
the Elgin Community Club 
(ECC), and later approval from 
Antelope County Sheriff  Bob 
Moore, the council approved 
of  a plan for a Christmas 
parade down Highway 14 from 
Cedar Street to North Street. 
The parade will be held Dec. 
9, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. At 
the conclusion, Lordemann 
said the ECC plans to hold a 
ceremony to recognize donors 
for the new street lights.

Elgin, for years, has had some of  the lowest sewer rates among 
communities of  similar size.

Because of  that, the sewer fund has struggled to keep pace with 
rising costs for maintenance and repairs.

Meeting last week, the Elgin City Council approved increasing 
the sewer rate. On a unanimous vote (Council members Jim 
Kittleson, Duane Miller, Mike Dvorak and Don Mackel all voting 
‘yes’), they 
approved 
increasing the 
sewer rate to 
$46 per quarter 
plus $1.40 per 
1,000 gallons 
based on winter 
usage (January 
through 
March).

The action 
came following 
a review of  
a sewer rate 
study by the 
Nebraska 
Rural Water 
Association 
(NRWA). 

Randy 
Hellbusch, 
representing 
the NRWA, told 
the council 
Elgin’s sewer 
rates were 
really low 
compared to 
communities 
of  similar size. 
“You’ve been 
real reasonable 
on your rate,” 
he said. “You 
need revenue.”

The new rate is considered “break even”. Still, the rate will be 
about double what Elgin residents are currently paying.

Mackel said the change in rates should go into effect January 1. 
To do that, the council will act on an ordinance with the new 

rates to be voted on at the December meeting. Residents are 
expected to be given the option to pay quarterly or monthly.

This will mark the first sewer rate increase since 2009.
In other action, City Clerk Kristin Childers said the city has 

been notified that a “letter of  intent” was accepted from the 
Nebraska Community Foundation for the library addition 
scheduled to be done in 2021. The full proposal, she said, is due in 
January.

City sewer rates to
increase in 2021

Governor Pete Ricketts announced Monday 
renewed restrictions designed at trying to slow 
the spread of  COVID-19. 

Ricketts said hospitalizations in the state 
have tripled in just over a month, creating the 
need to put in place new restrictions. Among 
the changes is a reduction to capacity at indoor 
gatherings from 50% to 25 percent.

Also, new guidelines mandate a 6-foot 
separation in bars, restaurants, churches, gyms 
and other settings. Masks are required in any 
business where close contact occurs for more 
than 15 minutes. Spectator attendance at youth 
extracurricular activities is now limited to only 

New direct health measures begin today
members of  the participant’s household. As of  
Sunday night, there were 794 people hospitalized 
in the state. A month ago, that number was 
below 300.

The number of  new cases of  COVID-19 
continues to rise across the nine-county area 
covered by the NCDHD. As of  Monday, Nov. 
9, there are 1,943 confirmed cases with 761 
recoveries and 30 deaths. Knox County has the 
most number of  cases with 446, Pierce has 347, 
Holt has 303. 

The total number of  cases in Antelope County 
currently is now 242 with 96 recoveries and 1 
death.

New rules
approved for
RVs at park

Lessons learned in Elgin help
Ivy Prater find success in D.C.

Elgin High School graduate Ivy Prater now works in Washington, D.C. with the National 
Rural Electric Cooperation Association. Photo submitted See Prater, Page Eight
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Shop At Home!

Nebraska Extension’s Farm 
and Ranch Management team 
has scheduled a series of  land-
lord-tenant cash rent work-
shops across the state during 
the fall and winter months. 
The series, geared toward 
current and future landlords 
and tenants, will cover current 
trends in cash rental rates and 
land values, lease provisions, 
crop and grazing land consid-
erations and current univer-
sity crop budget information. 

The workshops, “Ag Land 
Leasing, Budgeting and Man-
agement for 2021”, will be led 
by extension land specialists 
Allan Vyhnalek, Austin Duer-
feldt, Glennis McClure and Jim 
Jansen, who conduct research 
and outreach in land manage-
ment, crop budgets, farm and 
ranch succession, communica-
tion and negotiations. They 
will address common agricul-
tural landlord and tenant top-
ics, including equitable rental 
rates, managing and adjusting 
farmland leases, landlord-ten-
ant communication, pasture 
leasing and other land manage-
ment considerations.  

“Landlords and tenants often 
face land management ques-
tions and decisions,” Vyhnalek 
said. 

“Both are concerned with 
equitable treatment of  the 
other party and it can be diffi-
cult to keep up with the cur-
rent trends. These workshops 
will provide participants with 
up-to-date information and 
discuss current issues to assist 
with decision-making.” 

The workshops are free 
to attend. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions on gatherings, 
pre-registration is required 
with the local county extension 
office by one day prior to each 
meeting. 

Many locations will have 
attendance limits to ensure 
social distancing requirements 
are met and meetings are sub-
ject to change or cancellation 
if  local guidelines change.  

Information on the landlord-
tenant workshops and registra-
tion details will be available at 
farm.unl.edu. 

Area locations for the work-
shops are:

Dec. 3, 1 p.m. — O’Neill (Holt 
County Extension Office, 128 
N. 6th St., Suite 100) Registra-
tion: 402-336-2760 

Dec. 4, 9 a.m. — Ainsworth 
(Zion Lutheran Church, 318 E. 
4th St.) Registration: 402-387-
2213 

Jan. 8, 9 a.m. — Norfolk 
(Madison County Extension 
Office, 1305 S. 13th St.) Regis-
tration: 402-370-4040 

Jan. 11, 1 p.m. — Ord (Valley 
County Extension Office, 801 S 
St.) Registration: 308-728-5071 

Extension
landlord-tenant
cash rent
workshops set

County food pantry date set
The mobile food pantry, sponsored by the Neligh United 

Methodist Church as well as various other churches, 
individuals, and businesses in the area, will be dispersing 
food on Tuesday, November 17 , from 3:00-5:00 pm on the east 

See PANTRY, Page 10

The 2020 Soybean Manage-
ment Field Days moved online 
for the first time ever due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Grow-
ers can view Soybean Manage-
ment Field Days presentations 
or listen to the podcasts pre-
sented by Nebraska Extension 
specialists and educators at 
enrec.unl.edu/2020soydays. 

For over 20 years, Soybean 
Management Field Days 
have helped soybean growers 
maximize productivity and 
profitability through smart 
decisions and efficient use of  
resources. The field days have 
helped growers stay competi-
tive in the global marketplace 
and increase profits with a 
focus on meeting the world’s 
growing food and energy needs 
right here in Nebraska. 

Active research continued 
at the Soybean Management 
Field Days locations through-
out the 2020 growing season. 
The virtual presentations 
provide an outlet for sharing 
information and updates from 
the sites with growers. 

An added benefit is that 
growers can view or listen to 
the presentations whenever 
and wherever it is convenient 
for them. 

“Our annual Soybean Man-
agement Field Days may have 
been impacted by the global 
pandemic, but we still brought 
our producers the trusted and 

Soybean
management
virtual field
days launched

Data from Dinslage
used for study

See STUDY, Page 10
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

THINKING 
ABOUT HEALTH

Rural Health News
Trudy Lieberman

Twenty Years Ago
November 8, 2000

Carol Thiele of  Norfolk, 
daughter of  Janice Kalvelage 
of  Elgin, recently received 
a sales award form Pic’ and 
Save Stores, based on sales in 
the Produce Department of  
the Norfolk store where she 
works. She received an all-
expense paid trip for two to 
the Bahamas. The award was 
presented during a Pic’and 
Save meeting recently in North 
Platte.

Amanda Miller of  Elgin, 
a student at Augustana 
College, Sioux Falls, SD, 
received honorable mention 
in collegiate voice, Category!, 
during the annual convention 
and competition of  the South 
Dakota chapter of  Music 
Teachers National Association.

Apparent winners of  three 
four-year terms on the District 
Board of  Education were 
Karl Hensley with 390 votes, 
LeRoy Kerkman with 355  and 
Val Hoefer with 325. Other 
candidates and their vote totals 
were James H. Miller (294), 
Ann Simmons (278) and Gale 
Mahnke (189). 
Thirty Years Ago
November 17, 1990

State President of  the Junior 

American Legion, Julie 
Kerkman was at the guest 
speaker during the annual 
Veteran’s Day program in 
the Elgin Public School Gym. 
She recalled her personal 
experiences with veterans, 
and expressed appreciation for 
the role the role they played 
in protecting democracy. 
Kerkman was one of  Elgin’s 
Girls State representatives last 
year. She was a candidate for 
Governor, and served as chief  
justice of  the Supreme Court. 
The senior at Pope John, 
urged the audience to recall 
the contribution of  veterans 
whenever they salute the flag 
or stand for the “Star Spangled 
Banner.”

Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department elected officers 
for 1991 during its monthly 
meeting. Officers for the 
coming year are Bill Alderson, 
president; Steve Hansen, 
vice president; Dave Jochum, 
secretary; Dean Henn, 
treasurer; Ray Gregor; chief, 
Alfred Beelart, first assistant 
chief; Duane Miller, second 
assistant chief  and room 
committee man; Martin 
Thorberg, captain of  Company 
No. 1 and No. 2.

The Dennis Wiehn family 

was named the 1990 Antelope 
County Great Nebraska Family 
during Extension Achievement 
Night. 
Fifty Years Ago
November 5, 1970

Bob Devaney, Athletic 
Director and Head Football 
Coach, University of  Nebraska, 
is scheduled to speak at the 
annual Antelope County 
banquet which will be held at 
the High School auditorium, 
Neligh. Coach Devaney is well-
known for his great speaking 
ability and is in great demand 
for many different events.

J.L. Vanderheiden arrived 
home from Lakehurst, N.J. 
He had received his discharge 
after four years of  service in 
the U.S. Navy. Joe was attached 
to a helicopter squadron and 
served on maintenance and 
rescue. He spent eight months 
in 1968 in Vietnamese waters 
aboard the aircraft carrier, the 
U.S.S. Intrepid of  the Seventh 
Fleet and returned again for 
another eight months of  sea 
duty in 1970 aboard U.S.S. 
America. While cruising on 
both carriers, in-ports visits 
were made to Guantanamo, 
Cuba.; St. Thomas, Virgin 
Islands; Rio de Janeiro; Hong 
Kong; Singapore; Sasebo, 

Japan; Manila, Phillipine 
Islands; Wellington, New 
Zealand and Sydney, Australia.

Crowned at halftime 
during their annual football 
homecoming game here 
Wednesday night were Lois 
Willkinson 

A bird nest in the chimney 
of  the home of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred W. Nelson caused 
the Nelsons and their 
granddaughter Kathy Nelson 
to be overcome by carbon 
dioxide early Thursday 
morning.  Mrs. Nelson 
was able to call for help 
and they were taken to the 
hospital by Sheriff  Hixson 
for observation. They spent 
Thursday and Friday in the 
hospital and released on 
Saturday.
Sixty Years Ago
November 10, 1960

Consumers Public Power 
extended the main street 
lighting system this week, 
with the addition of  21 poles 
to the north and south of  the 
present lights in business 
section. Twelve new 6,000 
lumen semi-enclosed lights are 
located to the north and nine 
of  the same size, to the south 
of  main street. Other new 
lights about town, 2,500 lumen, 

are located at the northwest 
corner of  the swimming pool; 
one on the street south of  the 
ball park; one each in the front 
of  the Otto Emde residence 
and on the corner of  the Floyd 
Varn home. These are all 
being erected under the street 
lighting contract and no cost 
to the village. 

Democratic Sen. John 
F. Kennedy was elected 
president of  the United States 
Tuesday by the smallest 
margin of  popular votes 
since the 19th century. By 
Wednesday evening  Senator 
Kennedy’s lead was slightly 
over 400,000.  The legislative 
race  depends on absentee 
ballot count. Two contests, 
one local for 27th District 
Legislature comprising 
Antelope and Boone counties, 
are exceptionally close and 
will have to be decided by the 
mail-in ballots. Boone County  
has over 130 mail-in ballots to 
be counted.

Dick Vonn Bonn received a 
blue ribbon from the Ak-Sar-
Ben last week on his Hefeford 
calf  that he showed at the 
Boone County Fair and his 
showmanship.

By Jessie Reestman

Looking Back

Elgin Community Center 
take out meals next week 
are: 

Monday, November 16: 
Chicken, twice baked 
potato, carrots, fruit 
parfaits, roll, milk.

Tuesday, November 17: 
Cabbage sausage soup, 
celery & carrots, peaches, 
corn bread, milk.

Wednesday, November 18: 
Turkey, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, cranberries, 
pumpkin cake, whole 
wheat/white bread, milk.

Thursday, November 19: 
Sausage gravy w/biscuit, 
oven potatoes, 5-cup fruit, 
orange juice, pancakes, 
milk.

Friday, November 20: 
Liver/ham, baked potatoes, 
green beans, apple crisp, 
whole wheat/white bread, 
milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:30 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m.  

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. for a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

The Nebraska Hospital Asso-
ciation and its subsidiary com-
pany NHA Services, in partner-
ship with LMC Insurance and 

Risk Management 
recognized several 
Nebraska hospi-
tals with a 2020 
Hospital Safety 
Award. 

Hospitals were 
selected based 
upon the following 

criteria related to staff  safety:
• A 12-month loss ratio of  0%;
• An experience modification 

factor of  .85 or less;
• No incurred costs for fall 

related claims; and
• No incurred costs for lifting 

and/or muscle strain related 
claims

There are three levels of  

BCHC earns honors for
surpassing safety standards

By Trudy Lieberman 
Community Health News Service

If  you were hoping that this was going to be the year of  
government action to lower prescription drug prices, I’m 
here to say that is not going to happen – even though the 
House of  Representatives passed far-reaching legislation 
almost a year ago that would allow Medicare to begin negoti-
ating drug prices for beneficiaries.

Recall that the 2003 law that made possible a prescription 
drug benefit for seniors prohibits the government from ne-
gotiating with drug companies in order to lower prices.  The 
Senate has not taken up the bill, and Congress will have to 
start over in the next session.

In late summer President Donald Trump issued four exec-
utive orders that might have given Americans hope that help 
was on the way.  One order would have allowed some drugs 
to be imported from Canada.  Another made changes in the 
way discounts negotiated by pharmacy benefit managers 
are passed on to Medicare beneficiaries, and a third would 
have required government-sponsored dispensaries to make 
insulin and epinephrine available to low-income Americans 
without health insurance or who have insurance with high 

copays.  Dispensaries were already 
making those drugs effectively free for 
low-income patients.

Then in mid-September the president 
announced a fourth order that would al-
low Medicare to refuse to pay for drugs 
in the U.S. that cost more than what they 
do in other countries, a policy some-
times called international reference 
pricing or “most favored nations” policy.

All these proposals are pretty much 
empty promises until there is a concrete 
legislative or regulatory framework 
for implementing them. They are, in 
effect, symbolic political gestures.  “An 
executive order does not necessarily do 
anything,” says Loren Adler, associate 
director of  the USC-Brookings Schaeffer 
Initiative for Health Policy.  “They lack 
pretty critical details, and the actual 
rules do not exist.”

Legal scholars also raised questions 
about how these proposals would actual-

ly work.  Rachel Sachs of  the Washington University School 
of  Law and Nicholas Bagley of  the University of  Michigan 
School of  Law noted, for example, when it comes to import-
ing drugs from Canada, the government “has offered very 
limited guidance to the states on how they might show that 
importation might reduce costs.”

The president also announced one more initiative: sending 
a $200 drug discount card to millions of  seniors to help pay 
for some of  their medications, which certainly can be high.  

Such a card would hardly dent the bill for some of  the new-
er medications such as those used to treat Crohn’s disease 
that can cost upward of  $20,000 for a course of  treatment. 

Trump said the cards would be “incredible.”  But getting 
them into the hands of  Medicare beneficiaries is proving 
to be less than easy.  The general counsel at the administra-
tion’s Department of  Health and Human Services warned 
last week that the plan could violate election law by inappro-
priately using federal funds only a few weeks before an elec-
tion.  The plan, estimated to cost around $8 billion, would be 
paid for by taking money out of  one of  the Medicare trust 
funds.  One trust fund is financed by payroll taxes and pays 
for beneficiaries’ Part A hospital coverage.  The other fund is 
financed by funds from Congress and premiums beneficiar-
ies pay for Part B physician and outpatient services and for 
Part D drug coverage. 

A report from Medicare’s trustees released last spring 
noted the Part A fund is “not adequately financed over the 
next 10 years.”

It’s hard to see how sending current beneficiaries a one-
time small gift card won’t make a looming problem for Medi-
care even worse.

While it seems that official proposals to lower prescription 
drug prices won’t make a difference any time soon, the main 
patient advocacy group working on the problem of  high drug 
prices is trying to keep the issue alive.  David Mitchell, who 
heads Patients for Affordable Drugs, told me, “We want to do 
everything in our power to ensure drug prices are part of  the 
election.”  He said the group is calling on people nationally 
and in 15 key battleground states to vote for candidates who 
will stand up to Big Pharma and fight for lower drug prices.

I have never seen this much public interest in pharmaceu-
tical prices during an election campaign.  In many states, 
candidates for major U.S. Senate races are touting their re-
cords on prescription drugs and plans for dealing with high 
prices should they be elected. 

Yet reality intrudes.  Says Dr. Peter Bach who heads the 
Center for Health Policy Outcomes at Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering Cancer Center in New York City, “It is very hard to fix 
drug pricing in the U.S.”

*****
What strategies do you use to lower your prescription costs?   

Write to Trudy at trudy.lieberman@gmail.com.

No relief from high drug
prices in the near future

safety awards: Gold (all 4 crite-
ria are met); Silver (3 out of  4 
are met) and Bronze (2 out of  4 
are met). Boone County Health 
Center was one of  just eight 
total hospitals in Nebraska to 
be recognized with this award 
earning a bronze level staff  
safety award. 

“Safety in our hospitals is vi-
tal to the health and wellbeing 
of  not only the facility but the 
patients it serves,” commented 
Jon Borton, Vice President, 
NHA Services, Inc.  

“The NHA is proud to 
partner with LMC in honor-
ing these member hospitals’ 
efforts in making safety a 
priority.” 

“Boone County Health Cent-
er has a committee dedicated 
to safety, and we take many 

extra steps to keep our staff  
safe. It’s nice to see our staff ’s 
efforts in safety recognized 
with this award,” said Boone 
County Health Center Risk 
Manager Jeanne Temme.

Boone County Health Center 
has a long history of  staff  
safety, having received the Sil-
ver Award in the past as well 
as the Bronze Award multiple 
times. 

My senior year has been flying by quicker than expected. 
Already, I have gotten through a whole quarter of  school, 
finished up volleyball season, and now we are preparing for our 
performance this upcoming Saturday. 

This year’s show “The Perfect Ending” is a bit different than 
previous years. Instead of  the more serious or dramatic plays 
we have done in the past, our coaches, Alan Reicks and my mom 
Jessie Reestman, decided to do a comedy for a change. For me, 
this is a really big change. I have never been the comedic type 
of  person when it comes to acting. Even in speech, I prepare the 
more serious speeches. Nevertheless, with everything going on in 
the world (coronavirus, quarantine, the election, etc.) the idea of  
doing a comedic play was to bring in a little 
light and laughter into our lives, something 
that isn’t so common nowadays. 

Since the beginning of  school, our one 
act team started to practice on our play. 
But our coaches definitely had a hard time 
finding practice times for all of  us. Between 
football, volleyball, and other school 
activities, getting a night in for practice 
was limited. So, for the first month or so, we 
usually only had about 1 practice a week. 
And for any show, one practice a week is 
not nearly enough. Our coaches, however, 
tried to find days to just work with certain 
groups or people so when we did all come 
together, the show would be perfect!

It was only just a few weeks ago where we 
really got deep into one act season. Almost 
every night we had one act practice. We 
started working with the lighting, some 
sound effects and making sure everyone in 
the show was ready from memorizing our 
lines to knowing where to be and when to 
come on. 

Just this past week, we did a full dress rehearsal. And I must 
say, our coaches did one heck of  a job putting this show together 
from the littlest details in terms of  the visuals. The set design 
looks amazing and then bringing in all of  our costumes, makeup 
and hair, the whole show ties together. Having our first dress 
rehearsal, however, was not without stress. Being girls, many 
could already guess doing our hair and makeup would be a 
battle. There were thousands of  curling irons, bobby pins flying 
everywhere and hairspray being applied on top of  your head (and 

A little light and laughter

See VIEW, Page Seven
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

See SMITH, Page 10

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

Small businesses are staples of  
our communities and the back-
bone of  rural America. 

However, small businesses have 
also taken the hardest hit from 
COVID’s impact and we must 
continue doing all we can to help 
them as we continue to fight this 
disease. 

In order to hear from small 
businesses directly while provid-
ing the latest in innovative ideas, 
I will be hosting a series of  Small 
Business & Community Roundta-
bles on November 12, and 13, from 
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. (CST) / 7:30 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (MST). 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
our economy was at record highs, 
and businesses small and large 
were prospering. 

Now, due to unforeseen circum-
stances, our communities are 
faced with significant obstacles, 
but we know it will be our small 

businesses 
which bring 
us back. 
Efforts 
such as the 
Paycheck 
Protection 
Program 
(PPP) – 
created by 
the CARES 
Act – have 
saved over 
51 million 
jobs, accord-
ing to the 
U.S. Small 
Business 
Administra-
tion (SBA). 

While pro-
grams such 

as the PPP have been able to help 
many small businesses stay afloat 
during the pandemic, it is the 
knowledge and hard work of  our 
employers and workforce which 
have made a huge difference in 
our economic comeback and our 
communities. 

In order to help small business 
owners further, the four panels 
will focus on issues I deal with 
daily in my work on the Ways and 
Means Committee – health, creat-
ing opportunities for economic 
growth, and trade. 

Here is a list of  the dates, times, 
topics, and special guests:
Creating a Healthy Community 
Roundtable
Developing Your Local Econo-
my and Workforce Roundtable
Thursday, November 12 
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. (CST) / 7:30 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (MST)

Special Guests: Leon Milobar, 
Nebraska District Director, Small 
Business Administration; Starr 
Lehl, Economic Development Di-
rector, City of  Scottsbluff; Oscar 
Gomez, Assistant City Adminis-
trator, City of  South Sioux City
Innovating Opportunity 
Through Trade Roundtable
Friday, November 13
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. (CST) / 7:30 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (MST)

Special Guests: The Honorable 
Ted McKinney, USDA Under Sec-
retary for Trade and Foreign Ag-
ricultural Services; Norm Krug, 
Founder/CEO, Preferred Popcorn; 
Kirk Zeller, DBA, Founder, Silicon 
Prairie Center

In order to provide these pan-
els in a safe, socially-distanced 
format, they will be held online. 
To participate constituents must 
pre-register for each individual 
session through links available 
at http://adriansmith.house.gov/
SBCRoundtable2020.

I am confident that if  we open 
up our economy safely and se-
curely, we will be able to bring it 
back to where it was before the 
pandemic. 

Individuals like you have im-
portant ideas worth sharing and 
I ask that you please join me at 
our Small Business & Community 
Roundtables. 

I look forward to hearing from 
you!

Small business
& community
roundtables

Power of incumbency at the unicameral
Two appointed incumbents and two who were 

previously term-limited tried to make a comeback 
during Nebraska’s general election. In many cases 
they were bolstered by funds from the Governor 
who dug deep this year. Pete Ricketts and his family 
spent nearly a million dollars on legislative races 
and ballot issues.

Appointed members Julie Slama in southeast 
Nebraska’s Legislative District 1 and Andrew La 
Grone in the Gretna area faced stiff  challenges. 
Both are Republicans in the officially non-partisan 

Legislature. Slama defeated 
Republican Janet Palmtag 
of  Syracuse. Le Grone lost 
his District 49 seat to chal-
lenger Democrat Jen Day 
who had also outpolled him 
in the primary. 

The District 1 race had 
some of  the most vile 
advertising -- directed at 
Palmtag -- ever seen in a 
Nebraska legislative elec-
tion and represented a split 
in the Grand Old Party. 
Ricketts backed Slama and 
former Gov. Dave Heine-
man supported Palmtag. 
At one point, the Nebraska 
Public Service Commis-
sion intervened to force the 
state Republican Party to 
stop robocalls that Palmtag 
alleged were not factual. 

Former governors and congressional representa-
tives weighed in on Palmtag’s side to condemn 
advertising mailers they called “race baiting” and 
the party tactics.  

In the Omaha area’s District 31, term-limited 
Rich Pahls defeated Tim Royers. In Grand Island’s 
District 35, term-limited Ray Aguilar defeated Dan 
Quick who has served one term. Aguilar is a Re-
publican, Quick a Democrat. 

Five seats in the nation’s only one-house, non-
partisan Legislature had no challengers. Omaha’s 
Justin Wayne was elected to a second term repre-
senting District 13. In Norfolk’s District 19, former 
Speaker of  the Legislature Mike Flood, who was 
once considered a gubernatorial candidate, ran 
unopposed. Senators Steve Halloran of  Hastings 
(District 33), Tom Briese of  Albion (District 43) 
and Steve Erdman of  Bayard (District 47) also won 
second terms with no opposition. 

Other races of  interest included Omaha’s District 
9 where Omaha School Board President Marques 
Snow lost to attorney John Cavanaugh whose 
father John had been a state senator years ago and 
a one-term US Representative. Cavanaugh’s sister 
Machaela is a current state senator. The siblings 

will be the first brother-sister act in the Legislature. 
In Omaha’s District 11, where veteran lawmaker 

Ernie Chambers, 83, was term-limited for the 
second time after 43 years as a senator. Longtime 
Omaha political activist and former City Council 
member Fred Conley lost to political newcomer 
Terrell McKinney who entered the race with Cham-
bers’ endorsement. Both men are Democrats and 
Chambers an Independent.

In District 23, incumbent Bruce Bostelman defeat-
ed Helen Raikes, a retired University of  Nebraska 
professor whose late husband Ron was a longtime 
representative of  Lincoln’s 25th District. After his 
death, she moved to the Saunders County District. 
With Rickett’s support four years ago, Bostelman 
defeated incumbent Gerald Johnson of  Wahoo who 
was one of  several lawmakers who voted against 
Ricketts on some major issues. 

In Lincoln’s District 29, Democrat Eliot Bostar 

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

defeated Republican Jacob Campbell in the race 
for the seat held by term-limited Kate Bolz who lost 
a tight race with U.S. Representative Jeff  Forten-
berry for a seat in Congress. Bolz, who finished her 
congressional race under Coronavirus quarantine, 
is a Democrat who endorsed Bostar. Before her elec-
tion to the seat 8 years ago, it was traditionally held 
by Republicans.

As a result of  the elections, the officially nonpar-
tisan Legislature shifts to 32 Republicans and 17 
Democrats. 

Going into the election, there were 30 Republi-
cans, 18 Democrats and one Independent (Cham-
bers). It’s a diverse group with two Blacks, two 
Latinos and one Native American.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for 20 years.

On Monday, October 26, the Senate gave its con-
sent to confirm Amy Coney Barrett as an Associate 
Justice of  the U.S. Supreme Court. She is an excel-
lent choice, and she will be a role model for young 
women across the country. Her life is proof  of  what 
women can accomplish, and her beautiful family 
shows that we can do it and keep balance in our 
personal lives.

I was honored to speak with Justice Barrett at the 
start of  her confirmation process. The opinions she 
authored as a judge on the Seventh Circuit Court of  
Appeals show she is a strong originalist. This unwa-
vering judicial philosophy sticks closely to the text 

of  the Constitution, and this 
is evident in her opinions 
– whether on Second Amend-
ment rights in Kanter v. Barr, 
or on Fourth Amendment 
protections against unrea-
sonable searches in United 
States v. Watson. Justice 
Barrett assured me that she 
would continue to analyze the 
Constitution and our laws as 
they’re actually written, not 
as she wishes they had been.

That may sound like com-
mon sense. The Framers of  
our Constitution certainly 
wanted to guarantee endur-
ing rights for Americans 
when they wrote our nation’s 
founding document. But 
when judges decide cases ac-
cording to looser readings of  

the Constitution that might fit more conveniently 
with their personal beliefs, those rights can slip 
away.                   

Some judges are proponents of  a “living Consti-
tution,” a progressive philosophy that adapts the 
Constitution to a judge’s personal values and ig-
nores what it meant at the time it was written. This 
theory allows judges to reach the decisions they 
personally believe to be right and to overrule laws 
they believe to be wrong.

This can lead judges to do great evil in the name 
of  justice, because as our nation’s history shows, 
a judge’s personal values can sometimes be deeply 

Proof of what women
can accomplishThe U.S. Department of  Veterans Affairs cre-

ates a theme for Veterans Day each year.  For 
2020, the theme is “Vision: Veterans in Focus.” 
It’s a reminder to remember the years of  ser-
vice and sacrifice our nation’s veterans have 
given throughout our country’s history.  It’s also 
a call to look toward the future of  supporting 
and showing gratitude to those who serve.  

As Americans, the peace and prosperity we 
enjoy wouldn’t be possible without our vet-

erans.  Time and again 
throughout our republic’s 
history, brave men and 
women have ventured into 
harm’s way to protect the 
freedoms we hold dear.  
Through many wars and 
national challenges, Ne-
braska has always given 
strong support to our 
troops and shown excep-
tional care to veterans.

This year marked the 
75th anniversary of  the 
end of  World War II.  The 
war required the entire 
nation to pull together, 
not just in the fight over-
seas, but also to perform 
the work that had to be 
done back home.  Ne-
braskans stepped up to 

meet the challenge.  The U.S. military built four 
defense factories in Nebraska where civilians 
produced the ordnance and other supplies our 
troops needed.  With much of  the male labor 
force away in Europe and the Pacific, women in 
Nebraska led the charge to run the factories and 
keep the economy moving forward.

The North Platte Canteen is another great 
example of  Nebraskans serving our military 
service members during wartime.  The Canteen 
was an eatery at the Union Pacific railroad sta-
tion in North Platte where millions of  Ameri-
can troops made brief  stops while traveling 
cross-country during World War II.  Dozens of  
local volunteers operated the Canteen around 
the clock to make sure the soldiers traveling 
through North Platte were treated like royalty.  
The Canteen gained a national reputation for its 
amazing food and generous hospitality.  Though 

the Canteen operated less than five years, its 
spirit lives on.  In 2018, over 70 years after the 
railway diner closed, the community of  North 
Platte recreated the Canteen to serve over 700 
members of  the Arkansas National Guard as 
they returned home from deployment.

While we can never fully repay the debt we 
owe to our WWII veterans and the generations 
of  veterans following them, Nebraska is com-
mitted to being the most veteran-friendly state 
in the nation.  We are also expanding and mod-
ernizing the benefits we offer to support those 
who will serve our nation in the years to come. 

From delivering new services to veterans to 
recognizing military caregivers, we’ve taken a 
number of  steps to continue Nebraska’s rich 
tradition of  support for the men and women 
who have defended America.  To help retain vet-
erans in our state, I worked with the Legislature 
to deliver tax relief.  I signed LB 153 into law in 
August.  It exempts 50% of  military retirement 
pay from Nebraska income tax, starting Janu-
ary 1, 2022. 

The Nebraska Department of  Veterans’ Af-
fairs (NDVA) recently launched a redesigned 
website that makes it easier than ever for 
veterans and their families to find the benefits 
and services they are eligible to receive.  Addi-
tionally, NDVA has added a new live chat feature 
that allows veterans to speak directly with an 
accredited state service officer online.  This 
virtual option protects our veterans by allowing 
them to receive services without having to make 
in-person appointments during the pandemic. 
We also want to make sure caregivers for veter-
ans feel recognized and supported.  I recently 
signed a proclamation making Nebraska the 
fourth Hidden Heroes state in the country.  Cre-
ated by the Elizabeth Dole Foundation, the Hid-
den Heroes campaign raises awareness of  the 
incredible work of  our military caregivers. 

The State of  Nebraska is working to give our 
military families access to great job opportu-
nities in Nebraska.  I signed a regulation that 
enables military spouses to receive a three-
year teaching permit in Nebraska with a valid 
out-of-state license.  We expanded the hiring 
preference in Nebraska to include spouses of  
service members.  We enacted a law to allow 

A vision for Nebraska’s veterans

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

See RICKETTS, Page 10
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It Pays To Advertise!
flawed. In the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Plessy v. Fergu-
son in 1896, a 7-1 majority of  
Justices ignored rights guar-
anteed by the Constitution’s 
text to reach the decision they 
preferred – upholding racial 
segregation laws. 

Many scholars believe this is 
one of  the clearest examples of  
how living constitutionalism 
can lead to unjust outcomes. 

Justice Barrett is an original-
ist, which means she applies 
the Constitution as it was writ-
ten. 

Originalists follow the law 
wherever it leads – a commit-
ment made to me by Justice 
Barrett in our private meeting.

In her confirmation hearing, 
Justice Barrett rightly pointed 
out that the meaning of  a law 
doesn’t change over time to 
reflect popular opinion. The 
law must remain intact, and 
upheld by the courts, until it is 
changed by the American peo-
ple’s elected representatives. 
“Otherwise, judges would be in 
the Constitutional convention 
business of  updating the law 
rather than allowing the people 
to take control of  that,” she 
said.

Originalism can be unpopu-
lar among judges and lawyers 
partly because it makes them 
less important. Instead of  
empowering them to decide 
cases according to their own 
ideology, as living constitu-
tionalism does, originalism 
restricts judges to the role of  
interpreter.

Justice Barrett understands 
this, and that’s why I was 
proud to vote for her confirma-
tion. 

Her confirmation strength-
ens the integrity of  the Su-
preme Court and its role in our 
system of  government. She 
will be an exceptional Justice, 
and I look forward to following 
her on the Court for decades to 
come.

From Page Four
Fischer

Willie Green was driving as 
we headed toward the truck-
stop for dinner after church. 
It was my first Sunday back at 
my Student Pastorate in rural 
Kentucky after being away for 
my wedding and honeymoon 
in 1983. 

Seeing a political poster 
stapled to a telephone pole, I 
asked Willie, “who won the 
election for Governor while 
I was away?” In her tobacco-

thick-
ened 
bluegrass 
drawl she 
grum-
bled, 
“Oh, that 
Martha 
Layne 
Collins, 
did.” 

“You 
don’t 
sound 
happy 
about it.” 
I replied. 

“I just 
don’t 
think it’s 
right, her 
being a 

woman and all.” 
It was quiet in the car for a 

little while. Then Willie said, 
“But then, I didn’t think it 

was right having you be our 
pastor, either.” 

A little nervous, I asked, “So 
how’s that working out?” She 
laughed and said, 

“It’s working out great! I 
guess maybe that Martha 
Layne won’t be too bad a Gov-
ernor after all.”  

Five years or so later, I was 
sitting at the kitchen table 
back home in Omaha visiting 
my parents. My Dad, who had 
always been my champion, en-
couraging me every step along 
the way in my education and 
preparation for ministry was 
reading the World Herald and 

“Another way to look at it”
said something about “that’s 
the problem with the economy 
these days, all these women go-
ing to work.” 

“Um. Dad,” I ventured. “I 
thought you are really proud 
of  me and the work I do.” 

Dad put down the paper. I 
could see the cogs turning in 
his brain. 

“Maybe the problem,” I said, 
“isn’t that women are working, 
maybe the problem is that the 
economy isn’t.” 

“Well, that is another way to 
look at it.” Said Dad. 

Last week I was at the county 
jail where I meet with some 
of  the women for Bible study 
and discussion a couple times 
each week. “Any results yet on 
the election?” someone asked. 
It was Friday afternoon. I told 
them it was still not called for 
either candidate, but it looked 
like Biden and Harris were 
pulling ahead. The reaction 
among the women was mixed. 
What surprised me was two 
of  the women, one young, one 
older, both said they didn’t 
want Biden and Harris because 
Harris is a woman, and “wom-
en shouldn’t be doing jobs like 
that.” 

I checked my watch, hoping 
it would tell me what year it 
is.  When it didn’t, I told the 
women the story of  me and 
Willie Green and the election 
of  Martha Layne Collins in 

Kentucky thirty-five years ago. 
It turns out the women in 

the jail had been told by a 
man that women aren’t fit for 
leadership, that women need 
to know their place and stay 
there and, they agreed with 
him. Why? Maybe because 
they, like so many of  the 
women I meet at the jail, have 
known nothing but abuse from 
men for most of  their lives. 
Instead of  having the gift of  
parents, teachers, pastors and 
professors, male and female 
alike, who cheered them on 
and encouraged them to aim 
higher, these women have been 
put down and pushed around 
and told they don’t count. 
But they do. I told them they 
do. Being a woman in no way 
makes them less than a man. 

Women, like men, can and 
should do all that God has 
given them the gifts to do. 
God created all of  us in God’s 
image, and God said, “that’s 
good.”

*****
No matter who you are, or 

where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome to worship 
with us at Park Congrega-
tional Church 10 miles west of  
Elgin on HWY 70 and ½ mile 
south. Worship is at 9:15 am. 

To join us via Zoom, contact 
me beckyzmcneil@gmail.com 
402.540.5615.



SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

6 Wolfpack Sports
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 

The Elgin Review

It’s Saturday afternoon and 
I’ve just finished watching 
Nebraska lose to Northwestern 
21 to 13, playing just their 
second game of  the season.

This was as hard to watch 
as the first (at Ohio State). 
Following the conclusion of  
the game, I shuffled through 
the sports channels to watch 
another game and settled in 
on Notre Dame vs. Clemson. 
This turned into one of  those 
great games played at South 
Bend, the Irish finding a way 
to conjure up the ghosts of  the 
Four Horsemen, Rockne, Gipp 
and Parseighan to vanquish 
the foe as ‘Touchdown Jesus’ 
looks down approvingly.

Give the Irish credit, they 
found a way to win, but if  the 
two play again in the ACC 
Championship game, Clemson 
will win big.

Then, being the college 
football junkie that I am, I often 
switched channels to the UCLA 
v. Colorado game. Buffs won. I 
miss the Buffs, don’t you?

There’s a theme running 
here that has manifested 
itself  every Saturday since 
the football season began. For 
me, this year’s college football 
season is about as exciting as 
a bottle of  pop that has been 
open for a week — there’s just 
no fizz.

It’s hard to get excited when 
cutouts out-number the live 
fans in the stands.

I’ve attended more than my 
fair share  of  college football 
games dating back to 1972. I’ve 

been 
blessed to 
watch the 
greatness 
of  
Johnny 
“The Jet” 
Rodgers 
in 
person, 
the same 
with 
Heisman 
Trophy 
winners 
Mike 
Rozier 
and Eric 
Crouch. 
But what 
made 
their 

efforts fun to watch was the 
excitement generated by the 
fans in the stands. Consider 
this, the 1983 “Scoring 
Explosion” Huskers would 
have been a dud if  there had 
been no one in the stands to 
watch and cheer.

In all but a few brief  
moments in a few chosen 
stadiums, there’s been none of  
that.

Blame it on COVID, but the 
steps administrators have 
taken to make it possible for 
football to be played this fall 
has killed any enthusiasm 
from my perspective.

Fake crowd noise reminds 
me of  the laugh tracks of  the 
“I Love Lucy” TV show back 
in the golden age of  television. 
Long before there were studio 
audiences to watch the show 
being taped, they would pump 
in fake laughter for the parts 
of  the show were real laughter 
should have been.

It’s the same way in many 
college stadiums this year. 
It’s a feeble attempt to make 
the game seem real. Sure the 
tackles, the touchdowns may 
be real, but there’s just no 
excitement.

Thank goodness the 
Nebraska School Activities 
Association didn’t bar fans 
from any of  their fall sports. 
Crowds may have been limited, 
but I saw no one being turned 
away at the gate or gymnasium 
door. Anyone who wanted to 
go seemed to be able to get a 
ticket. 

EPPJ’s vocal fans helped 
the Wolfpack volleyball team 
advance all the way to sub-
state. The fans made plenty 
of  noise for the football team. 
Support from the stands 
made the games real, full of  
excitement. 

The same can’t be said for 
college football. The game lack 
any ‘fizz’ and it’s everything 
I can do to not fall asleep 
during the game. And one more 
thing, I’m now on the side 
that believes NU should leave 
the Big 10. It’s clear Nebraska 
doesn’t fit in with these ‘blue 
bloods.’ 

It would be a messy divorce, 
but if  it happens, who will take 
us?

College football
has no fizz

By Dennis Morgan
Publisher

ELGIN — Two words, bounce back, 
best describes the 2020 Wolfpack 
Volleyball Season At the start of  the 
year, Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher may 
not have known just how the season 
would play out with injuries, COVID, 
etc. But, as September turned into 
October, she knew the Wolfpack were a 
team on the rise.

Coming off  a 14-15 season one 
year ago, the Wolfpack rebounded 
to post a 19-10 record, finish third 
in the Niobrara Valley Conference 
Tournament, win the D1-5 subdistrict 
over Summerland, then see their 
season end at sub-state as Hartington 

Cedar Catholic swept EPPJ to advance 
to state.

The team improved in nearly ever 
facet of  the game from last year. 
Nowhere was that more visible than at 
the net as EPPJ had four hitters with 
more than 100 kills during the season. 
Leading the way was junior Lexi Bode 
with 196 kills on 537 swings. Senior 
Ally Selting had 169 kills, sophomore 
Skyler Meis added 160 and freshman 
Ashlynne Charf  posted 152. 

The team posted 858 kills during the 
season, up from 610 one year ago.

Sophomore Taylynne Charf  turned 
in another stellar season as the 
team’s setter. During the 2020 season 
she posted 630 set assists, more than 

doubling the total she had one year ago 
(307). Second on the team was senior 
Harlie Bode with 67 set assists.

On defense, the Wolfpack had three 
players in double figures with solo 
blocks. 

Leading the way was Ashlynne 
Charf  with 45 solo blocks, Meis had 29 
and Lexi Bode produced 11. The team 
nearly matched the number of  blocks 
from one year (111), with 109 solo 
blocks in the season which recently 
concluded.

Selting proved to be the Wolfpack’s 
most dangerous server as she led the 
team with 27 ace serves, two more than 
Meis. 

Other players who had double-figure 
ace serves at the end of  the season 
were Lexi Bode 17, Kirsten Krebs 16 

and Ashlynne Charf  12.
Returning from injury in mid-

September, Krebs was moved to libero 
midway through the season and 
solidified the back row when it came to 
digs and serve receive.

EPPJ had six players with more than 
100 digs in the season, three with over 
200. Leading the way was Ashlynne 
Charf  with 247, Meis had 233 followed 
by Krebs 227, Taylynne Charf  184, Lexi 
Bode 146 and junior Kaylee Ramold 
129. For the season, EPPJ had 1,384 digs 
and just 572 dig errors. 

When it came to serve receive, Meis 
led with 232 followed by Krebs with 204, 
Ashlynne Charf  was third on the team 
with 170, Ramold had 111.

Team awards are scheduled to be 
handed out this Friday, Nov. 13.

Wolfpack attack produced 858 kills during 2020

Support Our Merchants!

Three members of  the outstanding 
Wolfpack volleyball 
team earned first team 
All-Niobrara Valley 
Conference honors 
announced Monday 
afternoon.

Senior Ally Selting, 
junior Lexi Bode and 
sophomore Taylynne 
Charf  garnered first 
team honors. Selec-
tions were made by 
conference coaches.

The trio helped lead 
the Wolfpack to a 19-10 

record, reaching the sub-state round 

before seeing their season come to an 
end with a loss to Har-
tington Cedar Catholic.

Other selections to 
the first team were:

Boyd County (BC) 
— Audrey Mohr and 
Lauryn Hoffman

Chambers/Wheeler 
Central (CWC) — Mor-
gan Ramsey, Ryann 
Haburchak and Tessa 
Metschke

Elkhorn Valley (EV) 
— Carney Black

EPPJ lands three on NVC First Team

See NVC, Page SevenLexi Bode led EPPJ in kills with 196. File 
photo

Senior Ally Selting was second in kills 
with 169. File photo

Just a sophomore, Taylynne Charf made only 14 errors while producing 630 set as-
sists during the season. She’s shown here making a successful set during the Wolf-
pack’s victory over Osmond. File photo

Skyler
Meis

Kirsten
Krebs
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BURWELL — So close, and yet so far 
away.

Victory slipped through the fingers of  

See TURNOUT, Page 10

Support Local Merchants!

filling the area). Stage makeup is on a whole new level. The 
amount of  blush put onto my face was unreal and eyeliner 
was constantly getting in my eye. But as they say, “Beauty is 
pain.”

Being a senior this year, I’d like to consider myself  as 
one of  the leaders for our team, along with all of  my fellow 
seniors. We want to make one act practice fun and enjoyable 
but also get work done. And to think, I will be experiencing 
many more “lasts” when it comes to one act season….
last dinner theatre, last NVC performance, last districts,  
hopefully last state performance and the last time having my 
mom as a coach. 

We have a great cast and crew for our show and I couldn’t 
imagine putting this together without them or our amazing 
coaches Alan and Jessie, who most definitely don’t get 
enough credit from us kids.

This Saturday, we hope to put on a funny show for our 
public and continue to have  success in NVC competition and 
districts.

From Page Three
View

Stuart (STU) — Lexi 
Schroder

Summerland (SUM) — Avery 
Cheatum and Brenna Wagner

Leading selections to the all-
conference second team were 
EPPJ’s Ashlynne Charf  and 
Kirsten Krebs.

Others on the second team 

From Page Six
NVC

Taylynne
Charf

are:
CWC — Emma Jonseth, 

MaKenna Pelster and Rachel 
Dierks

EV — Kenzie Mosel
STU — Sydney Estill
SUM — Hadley Cheatum and 

Kyra Nilson
North Central (NC) — Ady-

son Linse

Ashlynne
Charf

Neligh-
Oakdale 
(NO) — Paige 
Furstenau

Players re-
ceiving honor-
able mention 
were:

EPPJ — Sky-
ler Meis

BC — Amelia 
Hoffman, Day-
dra Zeisler and 
Haylie Carson

CWC — Mi-
chelle Koenig

EV — Brooke 
Wilcox and Ken-
dra Larsen

NC — Brielle 
Bussinger, 
Jenna Hallock 
and Karley 
Anderson

NO — Claire 
Whitesel and 

Lexi
Bode

Ally
Selting

Trinity Kurpge-
weit

NV — Chaney 
Konapasek and 
Emily Parks

STU — Ca-
dence Kramer 
and Taya 
Schmaderer

SUM — Emily 
Nordby and 
Adyson Ml-
narik

West Holt — 
EmiLee Wal-
nofer

Santee — Da-
wayna Wabasha

St. Mary’s — 
Lorissa Rei-
man and Mya 
Hedstrom

Congratu-
lations and ‘Go 
Wolfpack!’

By Libby Seline
Nebraska News Service

Former Vice President Joe Biden won the 
2020 presidential election with a little help from 
Douglas and Sarpy counties’ voters.

Both counties, which make up Nebraska’s 
2nd Congressional District, had a jump in the 
number of  residents who supported the Demo-
cratic presidential candidate. In 2016, about 35% 
of  Sarpy County and 47% of  Douglas County 
voters submitted a ballot in favor of  Democratic 
presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton. On Nov. 
3, about 43% of  Sarpy County voters and 55% of  
Douglas County voters favored Biden.

The rest of  Nebraska also increased its sup-
port for the Democratic presidential nominee, 
voting for him by a higher percentage than they 
did for Clinton. Still, Trump’s support remained 
steadfast. And some government officials, in-
cluding Gov. Pete Ricketts, are waiting longer to 
officially declare Biden as the winner.

“This election is not over until every legal 
vote is counted and the process is scrutinized by 
the courts,” Taylor Gage, Ricketts’ director of  
strategic communication tweeted Saturday. “It 
is premature for some members of  the media to 
declare a winner at this time.”

In Nebraska, the results have officially been 

Nebraska reports record voter turnout
counted. Congressional District 1 increased its 
voter turnout by 12% and support for the demo-
cratic nominee increased by six percentage 
points, from 35% to 41%. Support for President 
Donald Trump remained around 56%.

Congressional District 3 overwhelmingly sup-
ported Trump with 76% of  its voters submitting 
a ballot in his favor, which is two percentage 
points more than 2016. Support for Biden was 
also two percentage points more than support 
for Clinton in 2016.

Nebraska broke its previous record turnout, 
with 74% of  eligible voters casting ballots. 
Other than the congressional vote to Biden, 
Nebraska voted for Republican representatives. 
Sen. Ben Sasse won reelection, and all three 
representatives, Rep. Adrian Smith, Rep. Jeff  
Fortenberry and Rep. Don Bacon, will remain in 
Congress — though Rep. Bacon narrowly won 
his seat again after challenger Kara Eastman 
received about 46% of  the votes.

Bacon told The Omaha World Herald that he 
expects Trump will challenge the general elec-
tion’s results, but he is unsure if  Trump will 
provide enough evidence to show any potential 
voter fraud.



Stay informed, read the public notices!

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the 

construction of “Antelope 
County EWP Repairs for 
Antelope County,” JEO Project 
No. 201551.00, QuestCDN No. 
7376563, will be received by the 
County Clerk at 501 Main Street, 
PO Box 26, Neligh, NE 68756-
0026, until 10:00 AM on the 12th 
day of November 2020, and 
thereafter will be read aloud.

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
The work is generally described 

as follows: Rock Stabilization
Opinion of Probable Cost 

$225,000.00
Proposals will be taken for said 

construction work listed above 
by unit prices, as an aggregate 
bid for the entire project.

All Proposals for said 
construction work must be 
made on blanks furnished by 
the Engineer and must be 

accompanied by Bid Security of 
not less than 5% of the amount 
bid. Bid Security to be made 
payable to the Treasurer of 
Antelope County as liquidated 
damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith.

Copies of the contract 
documents are on file with 
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Antelope County for examination 
by bidders. Complete digital 
project bidding documents are 
available at JEO’s website at 
jeo.com for $20.00. An optional 
paper set of project documents 
is available for a non-refundable 
price of $75.00 per set. Please 
send your check payable to 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
at 803 W Norfolk Avenue, 
Norfolk, NE 68701. If you have 

any questions, contact us at 
402.371.6416. In order to bid the 
project, the contract documents 
must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

The Owner reserves the 
right to waive informalities 
and irregularities and to make 
awards on bids which furnish the 
materials and construction that 
will, in their opinion serve the 

best interests of the Owner, and 
also reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

CHARLES HENERY, Board 
Chairperson

ATTEST: LISA PAYNE
County Clerk
PUBLISH: October 28, 
November 4 & 11, 2020
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Leon William Wagner
NOTICE

Estate of LEON WILLIAM 
WAGNER, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
October 29, 2020, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR20-36, 
Kevin L. Wagner, whose mail-

ing address is 6537 Kimberly 
Drive, Ozawkie, Kansas 66070, 
has been appointed as personal 
representative of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before January 4, 2021 or be for-
ever barred. Creditors shall sub-

mit their claims to the Antelope 
County Court, P.O. Box 26, Ne-
ligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: November 4, 11 & 18, 
2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE
Estate of RONALD R. WILKIN-

SON, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

November 3, 2020, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR20-37, Lar-
ry D. Wilkinson, whose mailing 

Notice — Estate of Ronald R. Wilkinson
address is P.O. Box 53, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756, has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Creditors of 
this estate must file their claims 
with this Court on or before 
January 11, 2021 or be forever 
barred. Creditors shall sub-

mit their claims to the Antelope 
County Court, P.O. Box 26, Ne-
ligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: November 11, 18 & 
25, 2020
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
November 2, 2020

The Elgin City Council met 
in regular session on Monday, 
November 2, 2020, at 7:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the 
meeting to order, and announced 
the location of the Open Meeting 
Act. Council members present 
were Don Mackel, Mike Dvorak, 
Duane Miller and Jim Kittelson.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

October regular meeting 
minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, 
se, 116.46; Great Plains 
Communications, se, 54.57; 
Prudential, retirement, 696.58; 
US Treasury, tax, 2996.56; ; 
APPEARA, su, 49.02; Bank of 
Elgin, ins, 2250.00; Black Hill 
Energy, se, 87.90; Dean’s Market, 
su, 37.21; Fitzgerald, Vetter, 
Temple, Bartell & Henderson, 
se, 350.00; The Elgin Review, 
print, 371.04; Sandhills Bakery, 
su, 75.00; K Childers, su, 159.96; 
Bank of Elgin, se, 10.00; Payroll, 
3742.21

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
2840.96

STREET: ERPPD, se, 1086.72; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.23; Elgin 
One Stop, su, 137.44; Black Hills 
Energy, se, 32.39; Hometown 
Station, fuel, 533.53; Corner 
Service, se, 297.99; Payroll, 
1319.22

WATER: ERPPD, se, 1686.63; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.23; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 46.75; NE Health Lab, test, 
33.00; Elgin One Stop, su, 
16.99; D Poulsen, ex, 23.93; 

NWOD, dues, 20.00; Bomgaars, 
su, 114.98; Maguire Iron, rprs, 
54986.00; Stan Kallhoff, return, 
154.94; Mark Ray, return, 
100.00; One Call Concepts, se, 
26.70; US Post Office, su, 80.25; 
To Water Tower CD, transfer, 
15562.89; NE Dept. of Revenue, 
tax, 122.18; Payroll, 2638.46

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 808.00; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.27; One Call Concepts, se, 
26.70; NE Dept of Environment & 
Energy, recert, 150.00; Ne Dept 
of Revenue, tax, 13.34; Payroll, 
1014.85

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 161.26; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.67; APPEARA, su, 49.01; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 70.24; 
Midwest Fire Sprinkler, se, 
405.00

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/
RECYCLING: Bud’s Sanitary 
Service, se, 4873.50; Betty 
Moser, rent, 100.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 60.14; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 31.33; 
Bank of Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 280.91; NE 
Dept. of Revenue, tax, 152.84; 
Payroll, 304.37

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 66.76; 
Amazon, bks, 911.38; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 41.85; Great 
Plains Communications, se, 
178.81; Dean’s Market, su, 
25.36; B.Bode, su, 21.45; Elgin 
Review, su, 35.00; D.Gunderson, 
mileage, 42.95; NE Library 
Commission, se, 500.00; Payroll, 
1134.86

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 31.50
RESCUE UNIT: Quick Med 

Claims, se, 20.13; Dean’s Market, 
su, 10.95; NECC, mileage, 
46.00; V.Miller, su, 29.94; Elgin 
One Stop, su, 68.82

Increasing the sewer rate to 
$46.00 per quarter plus $1.40 
per 1,000 gallons based on the 
winter usage (January – March) 

starting January 1, 2021
Resolution 2020-7, a 

resolution acknowledging 
Nebraska Department of Roads 
requirements for the temporary 
use of the state highway system 
for special events

Adopting the campground 
rules and post them at the 
campgrounds

Enter into Closed Session at 
8:13 p.m. 

Reconvened to Open Session 
at 8:25 p.m.

Donating $200.00 to Nebraska 
Rural Water Association for the 
sewer rate study

Building permits: Laurie Kreizel
The following agenda items 

were discussed:
Sewer rate study
Water main update
Water tower is back in service
Swimming pool is filled
Non-working water meters 

need replaced
Fine for the unlicensed dogs 

that was reported last month 
corrected to $225.00 plus court 
costs

Tree trimming to be completed
Letter of intent accepted 

from Nebraska Community 
Foundation for the Library 
addition; full proposal is due in 
January

Auditors will be at City Hall 
November 4, 2020

Part of the Water Tower 
Painting CD was cashed to pay 
Maguire Iron, Inc. year 1 invoice

Signs, including “Slow, Children 
Playing”, on Highway 14 need to 
be approved by the State to be in 
the right-of-way

Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 7, 
2020

Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:54 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: November 11, 2020
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

November 3rd, 2020
Chairman opened meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.
Approved minutes of the 10-6-

2020 and 10-13-2020 BOC and 
10-06-2020 BOE meetings.

Correspondence was re-
viewed. Authorized transfer to 
R&B from Neligh Township. Dis-
cussion regarding payroll date.

Zoning Administrator absent, 

approved Administrative Plat.
Approved changing and mov-

ing road closing public hearing 
and resolution stating same.

Approved 2 improvement 
grants and 3 promotional grants.

Discussion of distress war-
rants.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved three (3) oversize per-
mits and one (1) underground 
permit. Granted permission to 
Road Superintendent and Chair-
man to negotiate permanent 
easement on Charf Road. Ap-
proved Ten Point Construction 

pay application.
Opened motor grader bids – ta-

bled decision until next meeting 
on purchase of motor grader and 
excavator.

Discussion regarding plan on 
tower purchase/lease.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
Charlie Henery /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: Lisa Payne /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: November 11, 2020
ZNEZ

ence in D.C. It was on that trip 
I learned you can do anything 
you put your mind to. A few 
years later, while in college, 
I interned for the NRECA. 
Today, the standing joke is I am 
their success story, beginning 
with a tour, to an internship, to 
landing a job with the com-
pany.”  

 However, Ivy believes with-
out the lessons of  hard work, 
adaptability, and willingness 
to learn taught while grow-
ing up in Elgin, she would not 
be where she is today. In her 
words, “Growing up in a small, 
tight-knit community, I learned 
the power of  adaptability. I 
especially gained the skill of  
adaptability while attending 
a small school where I was 
able to participate in almost 
all extra-curricular activities. 
This taught me how to manage 
my time and adapt to a variety 
of  different situations. This is 
not something you get from a 
large school or community. For 
example, I vividly remember 
having a full day of  classes, 

From Page One
Prater

then going to basketball, then 
off  to speech practice. This 
made for some long exhausting 
days, but it taught me to work 
hard and adapt to different 
situations.” 

She continued, “The willing-
ness to learn was instilled by 
my family and friends around 
me. Whether it was teaching 
me another Nebraska fun fact, 
to answering my many ques-
tions about life, I discovered 
it is never too late to learn 
something new. I realized when 
starting my job, there was a 
great deal I didn’t know. I used 
the skill I gained, to not be 
afraid to ask questions and ap-
proach every opportunity as a 
learning opportunity.” 

Speaking of  learning experi-
ences, Ivy admits adjusting 
from the small-town life of  El-
gin to the fast paced life of  D.C. 
took some time.  She explained, 
“I am not going to lie; at first, 
it was difficult and felt like a 
whole new world. However, af-
ter taking it one day at a time, I 
was able to find small victories 
and pockets of  home. I discov-
ered it is a small world after 
all, and people who live in D.C. 
come from all over. I was happi-
ly surprised to discover people 
from Nebraska and other parts 
of  the Midwest.  During my 
first week moving to the city, I 

was wearing my UNK t-shirt, 
walking to the grocery store 
when a man approached me 
and said his dad went to UNK. 
This first encounter made me 
feel a sense of  home and be-
longing while being 1,300 miles 
away. Also, while attending 
church, I discovered an indi-
vidual who grew up in Creight-
on, Nebraska.” Chuckling, she 
recalled, “I remember telling 
people about my class size of  
12 students and having some-
one ask me, “Can you function 
out here okay?” Initially, I was 
taken back that someone would 
say such a thing to me, but it 
was that moment a fire was 
lit.  I was determined to show 
everyone my strong work ethic. 
Although I may not be from 
an urban area,  I am proud of  
where I come from and was set 
to prove that hard work can get 
you anywhere.” 

 She concluded, “My small-
town Nebraska work ethic and 
bubbly personality are alive 
as ever. Although living in a 
big city, you must be careful 
and alert because it is not as 
safe as a small community; in 
the right situations, I let my 
personality show. The expres-
sion “kill them with kindness” 
is true, and I love getting to ex-
press that with the new people 
I meet.” 

Stay informed! 
Read the Public 

Notices!
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Obituary
Gary Childers, 79

A U.S. Army veteran, he worked for many years at the Shellsburg Elevator.
SHELLSBURG, IOWA — Gary 

Louis Childers, 79, passed away 
on Sunday, November 1. 2020 at 
his home in Shellsburg, Iowa.

A celebration of  Gary’s life 
will be held at a later date.

Gary was born February 19, 
1941 in Elgin, Nebraska, the 
son of  Ernest and Mae (Stokes) 
Childers.  Following high 
school, he served his country 
in the United States Army from 
1959 until 1962. After returning 
from the service, he attended 
Creighton University for two 
years.

Gary worked for the Shells-

burg Elevator for a number of  
years and also helped several 
area farmers.  He enjoyed play-
ing pepper and socializing 
with friends at the Pearl Street 
Social Club.

He is survived by his daugh-

ter Kim (Jeremy Mather) of  
Central City; his siblings, 
Connie Thiele, Neil Childers, 
Doris London, Carol Funk, Jim 
Childers, George Childers and 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; and his brother 
Wayne Childers.

Online condolences may be 
sent to www.phillipsfuneral-
homes.com

By Sherry Tetschner
Chambers/Wheeler Central 

varsity volleyball girls and 
their coaches headed to Lin-
coln Wednesday afternoon  to 
compete in State Volleyball 
Tournaments. 

Their bus was escorted once 
around  Bartlett  by big trucks 
with flashing lights and wail-
ing horns. 

Wheeler Central students of  
all ages stood along the street 
with signs they had created for 
this moment.  

Enthusiastic cheers from 
elementary students could 
be heard long before the bus 
arrived.  As the bus passed the 
school CWC  girls waved from 
the bus windows, heard many 
words of  encouragement and 

Bartlett News

From Page Four
Ricketts
active duty military members 
or their spouses to be licensed 
realtors in Nebraska without 
paying a licensing fee, provided 
they have a valid license from 
another state.  We also entered 
into the Enhanced Nurse Li-
censure Compact, which allows 
nurses to have one multi-state 
license.  This makes it easier 
for military spouses to begin 
work in nursing after moving 
to our state.  We authorized 
DHHS, with the recommenda-
tion of  the appropriate board, 
to issue temporary licenses to 
military spouses working in 
occupations regulated under 
the Uniform Credentialing 
Act.  Through these initia-

Wednesday afternoon enthusiastic Wheeler Central elementary students  cheered and held up signs as 
CWC varsity volleyball girls headed out of Bartlett to the State Volleyball Tournament. Photos submitted

Wheeler Central students Braelynn Schlenger and Haley Borwege,  
held up signs they created to encourage the CWC team as they left 
for Lincoln.

then they were on their way.  
CWC played against Wynot 

on Thursday and won three 
sets to one to advance to the 
semi-finals.  On Friday CWC 
played Maywood/Hayes Center 
and swept them three sets to 
none.  

These wins put CWC in the 
championship match Saturday 
morning at Pinnacle Bank 
Arena.

CWC played against top 
ranked Diller/Odell Saturday 
morning at 9 a.m. Diller/Odell 
won the first two sets. CWC, 
not willing to concede, rallied 

and won the next two sets. The 
fifth set was a nailbiter and 
a heart breaker with Diller 
winning the last set 16-14. Set 
scores were 26-24, 25-20, 14-25, 
22-25 and 16-14. CWC girls 
played amazingly well, per-
haps their best ever as a team.  

The Wheeler County com-
munity wishes to congratulate 
the CWC volleyball team on 
winning second place in the 
D-2 State Volleyball Tourna-
ment.  

We are so proud of  you and 
your coaches. 

Court News
All fines in addition to $49 

court costs. *Denotes an 
amendment of  original 

charge(s).
Clinton D. Brandt, 

Oakdale, NE 7/7/2020 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined 
$75 - Wiggins.

Stacey L. Renner, Elgin, 
NE 7/14/2020 speeding 
76/65 mph, fined $75 - 
Detlefsen.

Dalton B. Buxton, 
Fairbury, NE 7/20/2020 
speeding 76/65 mph, fined 
$25 - Detlefsen.

Rodney R. Greenamyre, 
Brunswick, NE 10/4/2020 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined 
$75 - Wiggins.

Jessy L. Dirks, Elgin, NE 
10/4/2020 speeding 77/65 
mph, fined $75 - Keetle.

Kayla N. Wright, Sioux 
City, IA 10/6/2020 speeding 
80/65 mph, fined $75 - 
Shaver.

Shaquille ONeal 
Thomas, Minneapolis, MN 
10/7/2020 speeding 40/25 
mph, fined $75 - Lawson.

side of  the American Legion Club  in Neligh.  
Cars will park on the west side of  the Legion Club in the 

blocked off  street.  
There will be volunteers on hand to direct traffic and 

make sure people get to the correct distribution point. 
Due to the changing regulations within the pandemic, 

Food Bank for the Heartland  is only allowing persons  to 
pick up food for 2 (two) households and they must have a 
signed note from whomever they are picking up for.  

It will still be held outside using a drive-up delivery where 
recipients will remain in their vehicles and volunteers will 
load the food for them.   

From Page Two
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tives, and a host of  others, the 
State of  Nebraska is thanking 
our military servicemen and 
women in practical ways.  With 
these policies, we’re making 
great progress toward our mis-
sion of  becoming the best state 
in the nation for veterans and 
military families.

Finally, on Wednesday, 
November 11th, our beautiful 
State Capitol will be lit green 
as a symbol of  support for our 
veterans.  

For those in the Lincoln area 
that evening, I invite you to 
drive by the lighted Capitol to 
reflect on the sacrifices our 
servicemen and women have 
made for this country.  I also 
encourage all Nebraskans to 
reach out to the veterans they 
know—their friends, family 
members, or neighbors—to 
thank them for what they’ve 
given to our country.  We owe 
them so much.

To our veterans, thank you 
for your service.  We wouldn’t 
have our freedoms today with-
out the sacrifices you, and your 
families, have made. 

State officials reacted to 
the results as COVID-19 cases 
surged statewide. Nebraska 
legislator Tony Vargas, who 
won reelection in Legislative 
District 7, told Nebraskans to 
not gather in large crowds if  
they feel like celebrating the 
election.

Nebraskans from across 
the state also supported the 
constitutional amendment to 
eliminate slavery as an accept-
able punishment. Voters also 
passed a constitutional amend-
ment to allow recipients of  tax 
increment financing, which is 
used for redevelopment pro-
jects, to have 20 years to repay 
if  half  of  the project’s prop-
erty is “extremely blighted.” 

The three initiative meas-
ures related to gambling all 
passed. Their passage permits 
people to gamble on horseraces 
in Nebraska and ensures the 
Nebraska Gambling Commis-
sion to regulate its practice. 
Additionally, 20% of  the annu-
al gross revenue will be taxed, 
which will then be distributed 
to the state and the county.

Payday lenders can only 
charge up to 36% annual inter-
est because of  the passage of  
another initiative measure. 
More than 80% of  voters fa-
vored this measure.
Local races

Nearly 3,600 registered voters 
cast ballots here in Antelope 
County. Unofficial results from 
Antelope County Election 
Commissioner Lisa Payne 
showed 3,593 voters went to 
polls across the county to vote.

Here’s a look at the numbers:
President — In the race for 

president, Donald Trump col-
lected approximately five of  
every six ballots cast. Trump 
garnered3,076 voters compared 
to 449 for Democratic nominee 
Joe Biden. 

Other races of  note — In-
cumbent Ben Sasse was 
reelected to the U.S. Senate. In 
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the county, he received 2,811 
votes. Similarlly, Congressman 
Adrian Smith was re-elected. 
In Antelope County he received 
2,972 votes, Democrate chal-
lenger Mark Elworth Jr. col-
lected 355 votes.

Commissioners — Running 
unopposed, County Commis-
sioners’ Charlie Henery (560 
votes) and Eli Jacob (495 votes) 
were re-elected. Also running 
unopposed, State Senator Tom 
Briese was re-elected. In the 
county he collected 2,584 votes.

UENRD — Local winners in 
UENRD races were Subd #7 
Keith Heithoff  798 votes; and 
#6 Arthur Tanderup 952. 

ERPPD — Local winners in 
ERPPD races were Subd #3 
David Hoefer 1,241.

Top three — The top three 
vote getters for Antelope 
County Weed Control Author-
ity were Robert Willats 1,918 
votes, Edward Jensen 1,906 and 
William VanBrocklin 1,782.

School Board — Incumbent 
Steve Busteed was the only 
name on the ballot and he 
received 647 votes.

City Council — Elgin Ward 
#1 Jim Kittelson, running un-
opposed, collected 158 votes.

Elgin firefighters were 
called out Friday afternoon to 
provide mutual aid to a large 
grass fire just south of  the 
Neligh airport. Neligh and 
Oakdale were first dis-patched 
to battle the blaze. In addition, 
Tilden and Clearwater fire 
units were called to help with 
the fire which happened east 
of  Highway 14. The fire caused 
a power outage affecting many 
electrical customers from near 
Tilden to west of  Elgin. Power 
was restored later in the day. 

EVFD answers
mutual aid call
for grass fire

reliable research-based information to their devices,” said Scott 
Ritzman, executive director of  the Nebraska Soybean Board. 
“The video presentations bring insightful and useful information 
that producers are accustomed to hearing from Nebraska Exten-
sion every August. 

“We look forward to having in person Soybean Management 
Field Days in 2021 with everyone.” 

Research was conducted at the following Nebraska farms: 
• Jerome Fritz Farm at Hildreth 
• Kevin Dinslage Farm at Elgin
• Bart and Geoff  Ruth Farm at Shelby
• Mike Fuchs Farm at Arlington
“Growers can obtain ideas and insight about the challenges 

they face in producing a quality crop at a profitable price in 
today’s global economy,” said Keith Glewen, Nebraska Extension 
educator.  

“Nebraska Extension specialists and educators share informa-
tion that growers can view or listen to via short modules online 
at a time that is convenient to them.” 

There is also the opportunity to enter a prize drawing by com-
pleting short surveys after viewing the presentations. Partici-
pant input from surveys is always important in planning future 
programs. 

Farmers can complete surveys for a chance to win the grand 
prize (total prize value approx. $500) - a Yeti Cooler and $200 
worth of  local Nebraska pork.  There will also be a drawing 
for Carhart jackets and High Oleic soy grease. Winners will be 
announced during the virtual Nebraska Soybean Day and Ma-
chinery Expo online on December 17 (https://enrec.unl.edu/
nebraskasoyexpo). 

The field days are sponsored by the Nebraska Soybean Board 
in partnership with Nebraska Extension in the University of  Ne-
braska–Lincoln’s Institute of  Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
and are funded through soybean checkoff  dollars. 

The efforts of  the checkoff  are directed by the United Soybean 
Board promoting progress powered by U.S. farmers. 

Contact the Nebraska Soybean Board at (402) 441-3240 or Ne-
braska Extension at (800) 529-8030 for more information. 
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A tiebreaker was necessary this week to 
determine the winner of  the Elgin Review 
Football Contest.

Three contestants (Todd Heithoff, Tim 
Rossow and John Stoltz) tied for the top spot as 
each missed just three games.

In the tiebreaker (total yards between Notre 
Dame and Clemson, 992 yards), Rossow was 
closest to the actual figure with a guess of  797, 
Stoltz was second with a guess of  745; Heithoff  
guessed  697. 

Rossow will receive the top prize of  $20 in 
Elgin Bucks, Stoltz will receive the $10 runner-
up prize.

Results of  the games were:
Colorado over UCLA
Miami over NC State
Pitt over Syracuse

Northwestern over Nebraska
Cincinnati over Houston
USC over Arizona State
BYU over Boise State
TCU over Texas Tech
Oklahoma State over Kansas State
Minnesota over Illinois
Iowa over Michigan State
Notre Dame over Clemson
Oregon over Stanford
Florida over Georgia
Iowa State over Baylor
Arkansas over Tennessee
Army v. Air Force cancelled
Utah v Arizona postponed
Virginia v Louisville postponed
Entries for the next contest are due at the 

newspaper office by 5 p.m. Friday. Good luck!

Three tie for top spot in
Elgin Review Football ContestBy Kyler Johnson

Nebraska News Service
State officials in Nebraska are preparing to distribute a COV-

ID-19 vaccine, once it becomes available. The plan includes three 
phases and comes at a time when nearly 50% of  Americans may 
not be willing to get a vaccination for the virus.

The vaccine, being developed by pharmaceutical companies 
Moderna and Pfizer, will include two doses. Both companies have 
their vaccine in large-scale clinical trials. There is no word when 
these vaccines will be approved by the FDA and become available 
to the public.

In phase one, the vaccine will be distributed using Nebraska’s 
existing vaccines for children provider network. A network that 
includes health care providers, local health departments, fed-
erally-qualified health centers, community-based clinics, tribal 
health care and hospitals.

Phase one is broken down into two parts:
Phase 1A includes vaccine distribution to: health care person-

nel, hospitals, emergency rooms, long-term care staff, urgent 

State officials prepared to
distribute COVID-19 vaccine

See VACCINE, Page 12
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care and primary care access 
points. 

Phase 1B includes distribu-
tion to: residents of  long-term 
care facilities, people 65 years 
and older, people with certain 
underlying medical condi-
tions, essential critical infra-
structure workers, vulnerable 
populations and congregate 
populations.

“We expect that vaccine sup-
ply will be limited early on and 
initial doses will go to health 
care personnel and critical 
populations,” said Angie Ling, 
incident commander for the 
Nebraska Department of  
Health and Human Services.

In the state’s plan, the second 
phase will take place when the 
vaccine becomes available to 
the general public, but that’s 
once more doses of  the vac-
cine become available, which 
experts predict will be in April 
2021.

Phase three will focus on 
extending provider coverage 
and vaccination reach.

“DHHS, has worked to 
ensure that inclusion, trans-
parency, and a sound, evidence-
base are the foundation of  our 
plan,” Ling said.

According to the plan, to 
achieve immunity from COV-
ID-19, two doses of  the vaccine 
will be necessary, separated 
by 21 to 28 days after the first 
dosage. Fundamentally, the 
vaccine should not be of  cost to 
Nebraskans, either, according 
to Gov. Pete Ricketts.

“The vaccine is free. It has 
been secured by the federal 
government. They have pur-
chased these vaccines from 
the different companies. 
That’s kind of  the risk they’ve 
taken to make sure everyone 
is healthy and safe,” said Jeri 
Weberg-Bryce, immunization 
program manager for the State 
of  Nebraska.

While the vaccine will be 
free from the federal govern-
ment, people could still incur 
an administrative charge 
from their physician. Fees and 
administrative costs are still 
determined by vaccine devel-
opers and the federal govern-
ment.

Regardless of  the state’s 
phases in vaccine distribution, 
“it will be voluntary whether 
or not people will want to get a 
vaccine,” Gov. Ricketts said. 

In September, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention released a pandemic 
playbook, which set an Oct. 16 
deadline for the state to create 
a vaccine plan. The State of  
Nebraska formally submitted 
its plan that day.

Days before the deadline, 
however, on Oct. 12, Johnson 
and Johnson became the sec-
ond vaccine developer to sus-
pend its COVID-19 vaccine trial 
due to mysterious illnesses. 

The first vaccine, AztraZen-
eca, was also suspended by 
the FDA due to unexplained 
illness. As of  Oct. 23, the FDA 
has authorized the AztraZen-
eca clinical trials to begin 
again.

On Nov. 9, Pfizer announced 
that it had a vaccine that was 
90% effective in preventing 
COVID-19.
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By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Several area vendors were on 
hand last week to allow locals 
to begin their holiday shopping 
right here in Elgin. Although 

the event has been entitled 
“Shop the North Pole” by 
event coordinators Kim Young 
and Kathy Dinslage, the idea 
behind the event is to promote 
shopping here in town. 

Kathy explained, “We are 
trying to get people to shop 
our small businesses here in 
town. We want to keep it local. 
We hope people want to shop 
at our event, so they don’t have 

Many attend ‘Shop at the North Pole’ held at KC Hall
to go to Norfolk to buy a gift, 
especially with COVID the way 
it is.” 

Taking advantage of  selling 
their products at the event 
were local crafters Pat Sehi 

and her daughter-in-law, Kris-
tina Sehi.  

The two displayed a  wide 
variety of  beautiful wreaths 
for all occasions, pillows, table 
décor, and many other decora-
tive items.  

Pat explained, “This is some-
thing we do for fun, but it helps 
us make a little Christmas 
money. 

“We have done a couple 
events like these already this 
year and have it in the plans to 
do a little more.”  

The “Shop the North Pole” 
has become an annual event. 
This year the event date was 
moved up due to the increas-
ing cases of  COVID, but plans 
are already in the works for 
another “Shop the North Pole” 
next year.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING

The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners will hold a spe-
cial meeting on Thursday, No-
vember 17th, 2020 beginning at 
9:00 AM in the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room of the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex.  Said 
meeting will be held for the pur-
pose of reviewing and awarding 
EWP projects. The meeting is 

open to the public.  An agenda, 
kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection at 
the Antelope County Clerk’s of-
fice.

Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners

CHARLIE HENERY
Chairman
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