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The high temperature last 
week was 67 degrees recorded 
on October 29. 

The low was 28 degrees on 
October 25. 

Altogether 0.97 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
October 24 51 29  
October 25 62 28  
October 26 57 41  0.60
October 27 46 40  0.37
October 28 58 43    
October 29 67 33   
October 30 60 33   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.97
Total for October ........... .. 1.29
Total for 2022 ................. ..15.30
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Bartlett 

Village Board
Notice of  Meeting — CWC 

Activities Co-op
Constitutional Amendments 

— State of  Nebraska 
The Elgin Review is the 

official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

The Elgin City Council will 
meet in regular session on 
Monday night, Nov. 6.

To be held at City Hall, the 
meeting will begin at 7:30 
p.m. and is opento the public.

City Council
regular meeting
is Monday night See NELSON, Page Five

The applications for the 
Ribbon Tree will be avail-
able to pick up at Willows, 
Golden Living Center, Heri-
tage Bank, Pinnacle Bank, 
AMH Family Practice, Neligh 
Clinic, Neligh-Oakdale Pre-
school, Health and Human 
Services Office, Thriftway, 
Neligh Library, and at the 
Neligh-Oakdale website 
(http://www.nelighoakdale-
schools.com). 

In Elgin, the applications 
can be picked up at Dean’s 
Market, the Elgin Public 
School website (https://www.
elgineagles.org) or the St. 
Boniface website (https://
pjcrusaders.org) 

The applications need to be 
returned or mailed to Health 
and Human Services 501 
M Street, Neligh, NE 68756 
by Wednesday, November 
9  (or email to Patti.Brady@
nebraska.gov).  

This ongoing project spon-
sored by the Neligh-Oakdale 
FCCLA and The Young 
Women’s Club provides fami-
lies as well as residents of  
the Golden Living Center and 
The Willows with an opportu-
nity for a better Christmas.

If  you’d like to purchase a 
gift for the Ribbon Tree, you 
can find them on Christmas 
trees at the Pinnacle Bank 
in Neligh and at the Neligh 
Library on or after Novem-
ber 18. 

All gifts should be placed 
under the trees no later than 
December 12.

Applications
being accepted
for ‘Ribbon Tree’

Elgin Public-Pope John came within one victory of a berth in the Girls State Volleyball Tournament. The SEM Mustangs swept the Wolfpack Saturday afternoon, ending the 
team’s dream of a trip to state. Shown with their district runner-up plaque are Wolfpack team members Taylynne Charf, Skyler Meis, Maddie Kolm and Sharon Bartak. Back 
row: Baylee Busteed, Brenna Martinsen, Camry Kittelson, Brooklyn Meis, Keyera Eisenhauer, Sara Bode, Chloe Henn, Ashlynne Charf, Callie Heithoff and Kate Furstenau. 
Coverage of EPPJ’s postseason run begins on Page Six. E-R photo/LMorgan

District championship, state tournament berth eludes EPPJ

Keith
Kube

Barry
DeKay

For registered voters in Antelope County, across the state and 
nation, Tuesday, Nov. 8 will be a very important day.

General Election 2022 will take place. There are many impor-
tant races across the country which, when decided, will shape the 
next four years.

Here in Antelope County, voters will help decide who will 
represent District #40 at the State Legislature. Barry DeKay of  
Niobrara and Keith Kube of  Crofton are seeking to replace State 
Sen. Tim Gragert who chose not to seek re-election.

Both DeKay and Kube have been campaigning 
throughout the district. Kube is scheduled to be 
in Elgin on Friday morning, Nov. 4 (see ad) for a 
meet & greet. The Elgin Review has not been noti-
fied of  any campaign appearances in Elgin this 
week by DeKay.

In Elgin, there is just one name on the ballot 
for mayor and Ward 1-2 city council seats. For the 
District #18 Board of  Education, just three names 
are on the ballot (all incumbents).

In nearby Oakdale, there are five names on the 
ballot for three seats up for election on the Oak-
dale Village Board.

Neligh and Tilden voters will vote on sales tax 
issues. And in Tilden, voters will decide whether 
or not to establish and continue an economic de-
velopment program by appropriating more than 
$52,000 annually from local sources.

County voters will decide whether or not to 
elect a county surveyor.

These are just some of  the local races.
Voters will be asked to vote on one constitution-

al amendment and two ballot initiatives. See Page 
Eight for more detailed information.

The constitutional amendment would, if  passed, 
authorize any city, county or other political subdi-
vision that owns or operates an airport to use its 
revenue for development of  new or expanded air 
service.

The two ballot initiatives are:
1) To amend the state constitution to require that before casting 

a ballot, the registered voter show valid photographic identifica-
tion.

2) To amend the Nebraska statute establishing a minimum 
wage for employees, increasing wage amounts.

Polling sites across Antelope County are:
• Elgin Precinct — Elgin Knights of  Columbus Hall
• Tilden Precinct — Tilden Public Library
• Oakdale Precinct — Oakdale Community Center
• Neligh Precinct — Neligh American Legion Post 172
• Brunswick Precinct — Brunswick Community Room
• Royal Precinct — Royal Auditorium
• Clearwater Precinct — Clearwater American Legion Post 276
• Orchard Precinct — Orchard Fire Hall
Polls will open at 8 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.
Unofficial results of  the general election will be posted on the 

newspaper’s website, elginreview.com, the day after the election.

Polls open Tuesday for
2022 General Election

A familiar face to military veterans in Ante-
lope County will give the Veterans Day Address 
next week.

Antelope County Veterans’ Service Officer 
Tom Nelson, will speak at the program to be 
held at Elgin Public Schools on Friday Nov. 11.

A 24-year retired Army Sergeant Major, 
Nelson was born and raised here in Antelope 
County, graduating from Elkhorn Valley High 
School. He holds an Associate’s degree in Pro-

A shark, a skeleton and a Hulk walk into an office... Halloween 2022 was observed Monday as children 
came to visit Elgin merchants in search of candy. The Elgin Community Club coordinated the event which 
was well-attended as more than 100 children clad in costumes stopped here at The Elgin Review. Shown 
(l-r) are Mick, Gabe and Seth Schindler, children of Jordan and Cassie Schindler. E-R photo/LMorgan

Many ‘Trick or Treat’ in Elgin Monday

Veterans Day program speaker announced
fessional Aeronautics and a Bachelors degree in 
Management of  Technical Operations at Embry 
Riddle University.  

For over 30 years, Nelson Tom has served the 
public in various positions as a Department of  
Defense Civilian GS13, contractor for Homeland 
security, Social Security, and currently as the 
Antelope County Veterans Service Officer.  

Boo!
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The Elgin VFW Auxiliary 
#5816 will be doing a special 
event to recognize veterans 
next month

During the week of  
November 7-11, the auxiliary 
will ‘Buy a Veteran a 
Beverage’ at two locations in 
Elgin. 

Veterans can stop in 
at Hometown Station or 
Elgin OneStop to get your 
beverage.

VFW planning
‘Buy a Veteran
a Drink’ event Central Valley Ag (CVA) 

continues to give back to 
member-owners, demonstrat-
ing the cooperative spirit. As 
a farmer-owned cooperative, 
CVA is truly for the farmers – 
by the farmers. 

The equity of  the farmers/
members can eventually be 
returned to them in cash pay-
outs throughout their member-
ship. Earlier this year, CVA’s 
Board of  Directors approved 
the distribution of  year-earned 
and age-based equity payments 
to its member-owners totaling 
almost 15.5 million dollars. 

CVA delivers value to member-owners in
the form of $15.5 million of equity payments

A payment of  13.15 mil-
lion dollars is being made to 
member-owners based on their 
business with the cooperative 
in 2008. 

Additionally, approximately 
2.2 million dollars of  age-based 
equity and retirements was 
distributed to members that 
were age 65 or older as of  De-
cember 31, 2021.

“I am proud of  CVA’s per-
formance and our ability to 
return equity to our member-
owners,” said Carl Dickinson, 
CEO of  Central Valley Ag. 
“It is compelling to have the 
cooperative in a position to 
give back to the membership. 
Not only are we able to provide 
them products and services, 
but because of  CVA’s perfor-
mance, we are able to return 
cash.”

When a co-op is profitable, 

dollars are returned back to 
owners in two ways, the first is 
through cash patronage. This 
is a direct return back to pro-
ducers based on the amount of  
business they have done with 
the co-op.  

In addition to cash patron-
age, the co-op has earnings that 
are reserved for later distribu-
tions. In the short-term, these 
equity dollars are an invest-
ment by members in their co-
op and can be used by the co-op 
to make capital improvements, 
which further grow the busi-
ness or make the co-op more 
efficient 

“The cooperative would not 
be where it is without the loyal-
ty of  our member-owners. This 
business is for the farmers. It is 
always an honor to share with 
them the success of  the coop-
erative,” said Dickinson.
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Community News
Sixty Years Ago
November 4, 1962

The Elgin Fire Department 
was called to the Duane 
Koinzan farm, northwest of  
Elgin. The building containing 
seed and machinery was 
destroyed in the blaze. The fire 
ignited when Duane started  
a tractor to use in picking 
silage. Lost seed included 
native grass seed stored in 
sacks, which was this year’s 
crop. Machinery consisted of  
a corn planter, corn picker 
head for combine, irrigation 
equipment and wagon. The 
building which was completely 
destroyed was covered by 
insurance.  

Russell Hoefer slipped and 
jumped from a truck rack 
Friday afternoon, catching 
a ring on his ring finger on 
the rack. His weight and 
momentum of  the jump caused 
the ring to peel the flesh from 
the finger. A large number of  
stitches were required to close 
the injury. It was necessary to 
cut the ring off  his finger. He 
also bumped his knee.       

Fifty Years Ago
November 2, 1972 

The Elgin Public Schools’ 
homecoming festivities 
were held Oct 27. During the 
afternoon parade, the float 
“We’re Expecting-a Victory,” 
entered by the sophomore class 
received first place.  “Run ‘em 
scared,” entered by the junior 
class received second place. 

Three members of  the Miller 
family, Duane, Paul and Dale, 
sat down to consume their 
replacement liquid  plus coffee 
and sandwiches of  their choice 
following their blood donation.  
This was Duane’s second 
donation and Dales’s first.    

Thirty Years Ago
November 11, 2002

A recount of  general 
election ballots was planned 
to determine the third highest 
vote-getter in the race for 
School District 18 Board of  
Education.  Antelope County 
Clerk Eleanor Holm said the 
race between incumbent board 
member Dennis Ochsner 
and Dave Sullivan was close 
enough to qualify for an 
automatic recount. Only 
three votes separated the two 
candidates. Dave Sullivan was 
the apparent winner of  the 
third seat with 454 votes in 
Antelope County, 26 in Boone 
County and three in Wheeler 
County, for a total of  570. Close 
behind was Dennis Oschner 

Looking Back
with a total of  483 votes.

Proceeds from sales of  the 
Elgin Centennial History Book 
over the past several years 
were used  to assist the Elgin 
Public Library Foundation and 
the Elgin Historical  Society. A 
check for $1,000 was presented 
to the Elgin Library for library 
equipment, and a check for 
$800 was presented to Elgin 
Historical Society for creating 
a museum in Elgin.

Twenty Years Ago
November 6, 2002

Rachel Moser, a junior at 
Pope John Central Catholic 
High School, is among 450 
students who have been 
selected to be part of  the 2002 
Nebraska Music Association 
All-State Choir.  Rachel, the 
daughter of  Ed and Sandy 
Moser of  Clearwater, was 
chosen as an Alto 1 for the 
choir. Selection to NMEA 
All-State groups is one of  
the highest musical honors 
attainable in Nebraska. 

Pope John’s volleyball 
team celebrated its victory 
in the Niobrara Valley 
Conference Tournament. 
Outstanding play at the net, 

along with excellent serving 
and fundamentals, paid off  in 
a conference championship 
for the Pope John Central 
Catholic volleyball team. 
Both the semifinal and the 
championship wins avenged 
losses to St. Mary’s and 
Wheeler Central earlier this 
season. “We were very proud 
of  the way they played. The 
team showed what they can 
accomplish by winning the 
conference tournament. We 
just hope it is not the highlight 
of  the season,” said head coach 
Amy Selting.  

By Jessie Reestman

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

See McEWEN, Page Nine

Correction

Loving vegetables
Many of  us tolerate veg-

etables, but we’ve never quite 
found a way to make them 
something we crave. 

Enter in roasted vegetables, 
the surefire way to get even 
the pickiest of  eaters to enjoy 
vegetables on a regular basis. 
Today, we’ll walk through the 
basics of  how to roast vegeta-
bles and conclude with a basic 
recipe to help get you started! 
Plus, with the holiday season 
almost upon us, these roasted 
vegetables prove to be a crowd 
favorite at any event you are 
going to attend!

First up, when roasting veg-
gies, you’ll want to pick veg-
etables that aren’t super water 
rich like cucumber. They won’t 
hold up as well to roasting and 
storage (especially if  you’re 
meal prepping). Root and cru-
ciferous vegetables work best: 
parsnips, potatoes of  all kinds, 
carrots, broccoli, Brussels 

sprouts, 
cauli-
flower, 
green 
beans, as-
paragus, 
mush-
rooms, 
peppers, 
onions, 
and any 
winter 
squash.

Second, 
you’ll 
want 
to buy 
parch-
ment 
paper 
for easy 
clean up, 
as well 

as large cookie sheets so you 
can spread your veggies out in 
an even layer. If  the vegetables 
overlap too much, they’ll 
steam rather than roast.

Third, don’t be afraid of  a 
hot oven! I’ll use anywhere 
from 400-425 degrees, depend-
ing on the oven. Plus, if  you 
have two cookie sheets in the 
oven at once, you can use a 
higher temperature as well.

Next, use a heat-stable oil on 
top of  the vegetables. Melted 
coconut oil or butter, as well as 
avocado or olive oil (don’t go 
much about 425 with these two 
oils though) are my favorites, 
or if  I have leftover bacon 
grease, I’ll use that as well! 
Just stay far away from the 
vegetable oils (canola, safflow-
er, vegetable, margarine etc).

The spices/herbs you use on 
the vegetables are up to you. 
I only ever use plenty of  sea 
salt and maybe garlic powder, 
but you can use pepper, garlic, 
red pepper, or any other spices 
that you like.

Lastly, if  you are mixing veg-
etables, make sure they are cut 
in similar sizes. Larger pieces 
will take longer to cook than 
smaller pieces obviously, and 

For the Ronni Henn story 
in the October 18 issue, the 
machine pictured on page 11 
is a grain divider, not a mois-
ture tester. It splits the sample 
evenly resulting in non-biased 
grading results for foreign mat-
ter and damage to corn kernels. 
For soybeans, the machine also 
is used to identify splits in the 
grain. The newspaper regrets 
the error.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

Clerk of  the Legislature Pat O’Donnell Retiring
The longest serving clerk of  the Nebraska Legis-

lature said he was first alerted of  coming changes 
to the nonpartisan nature of  things about five 
years ago.

Patrick J. O’Donnell has been clerk for 44 years. 
He has been appointed to that post every two years 
and serves at the pleasure of  the Executive Board. 
He’s retiring at the end of  the year, meaning the 
2023 Unicameral will tab his successor. He will 
be sorely missed, not only for his institutional 
memory but also for his knowledge of  the rules 
and regs that keep things running smoothly.

Clerk doesn’t begin to cover what O’Donnell 
brought to the session 
each year. Manager would 
better fit the daily task of  
making sure the elected 
Speaker of  the Legislature 
or the reigning Lieuten-
ant Governor followed the 
agenda and kept things on 
track. His legal advice to 
the two individuals came 
from a law degree, years of  
experience and a thorough 
knowledge of  legislative 
rules and the state constitu-
tion. 

He was, as one pundit 
observed, “the canary in 
the coal mine.” 

A canary in a coal mine 
is an advanced warning 
of  danger. The metaphor 
originates from the times 
when miners used to carry 

caged canaries while at work (1911-1986); if  there 
was any methane or carbon monoxide in the mine, 
the canary would die before the levels of  the gas 
reached those hazardous to humans.

Fortunately, O’Donnell isn’t dead, but he’s leav-
ing the cage.

When the 2017 Legislature convened with a 
predetermined and very partisan list of  committee 
chairs, O’Donnell knew that things were chang-
ing. Republicans orchestrated and captured every 
chairmanship except two. The current move afoot 
to require record voting on Committee chairman-
ships (they’ve been secret ballots since the Uni-
cameral began) is just another step toward parti-
sanship. Changing that would destroy the culture 
and nature of  the nation’s only one house non-
partisan legislature. A champion of  the current 
nonpartisan one-house system, O’Donnell admits 
that it’s not perfect, but it was even better before 
partisan politics reared its head. 

Remember those senators who came to get 
things done? O’Donnell told reporters he can name 
a few and has one all-time favorite, the late Jerome 
Warner of  Waverly because he was “the ultimate 

Clerk of the Legislature Pat O’Donnell retiring

statesman.” 
The others are an interesting mix: Omaha at-

torney Vard Johnson who carried the water for 
Gov. Kay Orr to secure passage of  the infamous 
LB775 which kept ag giant ConAgra in Omaha (for a 
time); Lincoln attorney Chris Beutler who went on 
to become Lincoln mayor; farmer, pilot and entre-
preneur Loran Schmit of  Bellwood who fought for 
ethanol production and once proposed building a 
pipeline from Wyoming to Ohio to move coal slurry 
(it didn’t fly); Omaha defender of  the downtrodden 
Ernie Chambers who had the skill to bring the Leg-
islature to a halt but also turned out to be a great 
negotiator and asset for the process. He said Ernie 
had purpose.

O’Donnell was known as the enforcer to legisla-
tive staff  and reporters who would often push the 
envelope when the “house was under call” which 
meant that only senators could be at their desks and 
non-essential personnel had to be at the side under 
the balconies. One never wanted to see Pat step out 
from behind the podium during these times.

He once directed a legislative page to ask me 
to move “several tables to the east” from where I 
had been seated under the south balcony enjoying 
a mid-afternoon snack of  a Capitol Cafeteria ice 
cream sandwich (two large chocolate chip cookies 
with vanilla soft serve between them). As I later 
learned, the public television cameras had been 
focusing on two senators in that direction during a 
tense debate but he was afraid viewers might focus 
on my enjoyment of  that dessert goodie.

That’s good house management. I don’t remember 
the debate or who won. I do remember apologizing.  

O’Donnell is going to be missed and the legisla-
ture is going to be the worse for wear. He said he’ll 
be gone but will be paying attention. 

We should all be paying attention, so we don’t lose 
the nonpartisan advantage that has set the legisla-
ture apart for so many years.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

American companies are the most innovative 
and customer-friendly in the world.  People have 
numerous experiences as customers each day, and 
they’re accustomed to the exceptional service pro-
vided in the private sector.  

They shouldn’t expect any less from their state 
government.

When I became Governor, I set out to strengthen 
our reputation for high-quality customer service in 
Nebraska state government.  

We’ve applied principles from business to our 
day-to-day operations to improve customer ser-
vice.  We’ve created annual business plans to work 
smarter.  We’ve set performance metrics to provide 

greater accountability.  And 
we’ve used process improve-
ment principles—like Lean 
Six Sigma methods—to oper-
ate more efficiently.

We’ve worked to change 
the culture in state govern-
ment to put the focus on our 
customers.  In 2016, my team 
and I created the Center 
of  Operational Excellence 
(COE) to lead this effort.  The 
COE has driven a culture of  
continuous improvement in 
state government by training 
teammates in process im-
provement skills to identify 
waste, eliminate unnecessary 
steps, and deliver a better 
customer experience for 
taxpayers. 

The COE awards certifi-
cations, or “belts,” to state 

teammates who have achieved increasing degrees 
of  competency in process improvement techniques.  
Through the belt award system—white, yellow, 
green, and black—the COE has trained more than 
26,000 existing and former state teammates to im-
prove the delivery of  state services over the years.  
We have teammates who’ve received specialized 
COE training working as process improvement 
coordinators in each of  our code agencies.  They’re 
identifying opportunities to improve, driving 
change daily, and helping to create a culture where 
people feel empowered to bring forward new ideas 
that challenge the status quo.

Since May 2016, the COE has helped facilitate 

Driving a culture of continuous improvement
around 900 improvement projects across 18 agen-
cies resulting in over 900,000 hours being freed up 
to better serve Nebraskans.  And the mentality it’s 
created throughout our agencies has had far-reach-
ing impacts.

The State’s culture of  continuous improvement 
was critical to our success responding to the coro-
navirus pandemic.  When the virus hit Nebraska, 
our teams had to adjust on the fly.  Because the COE 
mentality was already a part of  our team culture, 
our agencies were equipped to address new chal-
lenges head on.

For example, the Department of  Administrative 
Services – Procurement Division built a logistics 
system to rapidly procure and distribute PPE state-
wide to hospitals, health clinics, and first respond-
ers.  

As a result, Nebraska was the first state to secure 
a 120-day supply of  PPE. 

Our Department of  Labor streamlined operations 
to process the sudden influx of  unemployment 
claims (in just four months, they received four 
years’ worth of  claims).  This allowed us to better 
serve Nebraskans in their time of  need and get 
them back on their feet.  We had the nation’s lowest 
annual average unemployment rate in 2020 and 
2021.

Additionally, the Department of  Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) and Nebraska National 
Guard worked together to stand up a laboratory and 
set up mobile testing sites across the state under 
intense time pressure as part of  Test Nebraska.  
Their process improvement skills helped us per-
form these critical tasks with excellence.  

Test Nebraska doubled our testing capacity dur-
ing the early stage of  the pandemic and delivered 
over 785,000 results.  We were one of  the first states 
in America to offer no-cost, burden-free testing to 
anyone.  

Our ability to react to the pandemic quickly and 
effectively across all of  our agencies is one of  the 
reasons why Politico ranked Nebraska as having 
the #1 COVID response in the nation. 

The COE’s work has also helped the State be a 
better steward of  taxpayer dollars.  Using a critical 
eye to implement cost savings in all areas of  state 
government has reduced the annual growth of  the 
State budget from 7.2% in fiscal year 2014-2015 to an 
average of  2.8% during my time in office.  

Part of  these savings are a direct result of  the 
hundreds of  process improvement projects we have 

Crystal clear water. Safe, affordable, 
accessible food. And breathable air. 
Yes, air. 

Here in ag country, we’re used to 
the pungent, sometimes piercing odor 
of  a feedlot; or the luscious aroma 
of  sunbaked alfalfa, or the whiff  of  
lilacs dancing in the gentle spring 
breeze. Yes, when the harvest trucks 
roll into town and auger corn and 
soybeans into giant bins, wind can 
blow dust and other crop leftovers 
everywhere. That’s just a few days 
each year and the rewarding whiff  of  
payback for tending crops. 

This year, oh, this year, it’s been 
rough with all the dust in the air 
caused by the drought. That’s espe-
cially true for those of  us who suffer 
from airborne allergies and, actually, 
for everyone. Perfectly healthy, iron-
clad lungs can be compromised when 
particulates from wildfires miles 
away and farming operations next 
door pollute every breath. 

My precious dad, a WWII vet and 
farmer, suffered from COPD (Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder) in 
later years. This was likely due to his 
constant inhalation of  stuff  in the air, 
especially dust from harvesting with-
out a tractor cab and grinding grain 
for livestock feed. 

The Air Quality Index (AQI), 
managed by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, runs from a score 
of  zero to five hundred. The higher 
the value, the greater the public 
health concern. AQI values are color-
coded in a range with green being 
the best and purple very unhealthy. 
What we see occasionally around here 
when air quality is poor generally is 
red, better than purple, though still 
unhealthy. This 
is especially 
a concern for 
selective groups 
such as chil-
dren, elderly, 
and those with 
previously diag-
nosed respira-
tory conditions. 

What to do 
when air quality 
is unhealthy? 
Stay indoors 
with windows 
shut. Change 
furnace/AC fil-
ters. Minimize 
activity. Is that 
possible when 
your occupa-
tion is farming, 
or some other 
job where exposure to dust and other 
junk in the air is a near daily occur-
rence?

While not critical to my livelihood, 
sprucing up the farmstead lawn one 
last time before winter was a must in 
preparation for the holiday season. 
Jump on the zero-turn rider and I’m 
off  AFTER putting on ear protection 
and a tightly fitting KN95 mask. If  
the Covid pandemic had one shining 
light for me, it was to wear a mask, 
especially the super thick kind, when 
heartland air quality is questionable. 
Really helps. 

So now that I’ve put on an air about 
the mask thing, let me clear the air 
about a few pet peeves using a ques-
tion approach.

What about those people who pull 
answers out of  thin air without 
checking facts? Or those who stick 
their nose up in the air about your 
idea without giving you the time of  
day to hear out your explanation? 
Or how about the person who drops 
the ball without notice because they 
report juggling too many balls in the 
air? Or those who throw you an air 
kiss and don’t really mean it? 

Or those who air out their dirty 
laundry way too openly? Or those who 
seem sincere though are really full 
of  hot air? To be sure, some people 
are real airheads which must be their 
excuse for leaving you left hanging in 
the air. And some people just have an 
air about them, as in arrogance.

As I come up for air writing this col-
umn, there’s a nip in the air, Nebras-
ka Public Media is on the air blaring 
the morning news while the coffee 
brews, and I’m walking on thin air 
because you’ve read this far. Though 
it would be a first (and this is my 80th 
Say What? column), I stand ready to 
deploy protective air bags if  someone 
complains. 

You can reach me at jane.schucha-
rdt@gmail.com. 

Air Talk

deployed.  In fact, by the end of  this year, COE proj-
ects will have saved Nebraskans $100 million.  These 
savings enable the state to deliver meaningful tax 
relief  and responsibly invest in other projects, like 
rural broadband projects and the construction of  
the Perkins County Canal. 

Most importantly, COE projects have helped us 
put our customers—Nebraskans—first.  This has 
real, positive impacts on everyday people. 

One example is the work DHHS has done to bet-
ter serve families caring for children with special 
needs.  

DHHS reimburses families in the Disabled Chil-
dren’s Program and Medically Handicapped Chil-
dren’s Program for mileage and hotel expenses 
when they take a child to see a specialist.  Many of  
the families enrolled in these programs are finan-
cially disadvantaged.  

At one point, DHHS had a processing time of  13-15 
business days to approve reimbursement requests.  
For a family living paycheck to paycheck, that’s 
outside of  a two-week pay period.  

Having to pay expenses up front, and then wait 
for reimbursement across two pay periods, causes 
financial hardship. 

DHHS enlisted the State’s Center of  Operational 
Excellence to improve the way they processed reim-
bursements.  

By leveraging electronic/fillable forms, the COE 
helped DHHS shorten the time to process reim-
bursements from an average of  13-15 business days 
to 2 business days.  

Now, the payments are being processed well 
within a two-week pay cycle.  

That’s impressive improvement, and it makes 
a huge difference to families in Nebraska as they 
manage their budget while caring for children with 
complex medical needs.

There are always people who are skeptical that 
government can be run like a business.  But here in 
Nebraska we’ve demonstrated that state agencies 
can operate with the level of  service that people 
have come to expect from the companies they use in 
everyday life.  

Running government like a business shows 
our citizens their tax dollars matter and won’t be 
wasted.  

It communicates that their time is valuable and 
will be respected. 

 And it conveys that Nebraskans’ needs must 
come first.
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root vegetables will take longer 
than cruciferous vegetables 
too. 

Generally, dense vegetables 
(carrots, potatoes, parsnips, 
butternut squash, etc) take lon-
ger, while less dense vegetables 
(broccoli, cauliflower, peppers, 
etc) take less time.

Now it’s time to put it all 
together!

Ingredients: 
• Vegetables of  choice (1-

3lbs), cut into similar sizes 
• 1 Tbsp Sea Salt 
• 1-2 Tbsp Cooking fat of  

choice, melted (lard, butter, 
coconut oil, etc) 

• 1 Tbsp Spices/Herbs of  
choice (optional) 

Directions: 
1. Preheat the oven to 400-450 

degrees. Line a cookie sheet 
with parchment paper. 

2. Lay out your vegetables 
in a single layer on the cookie 
sheet. Drizzle the oil over top 
and sprinkle with sea salt and 
spices (if  using). 

3. Cook in the oven for 25-45 
minutes, depending on the size 

NOTICE OF CWC ACTIVITIES 
COOPERATIVE MEETING OF  
WHEELER CENTRAL PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDU-
CATION, DISTRICT 92-0045 
AND CHAMBERS PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDU-
CATION, DISTRICT 45-0137
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT A CWC ACTIVITIES CO-
OPERATIVE MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE WHEELER CENTRAL 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND CHAM-
BERS PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 
BE HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA. ON: 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 

2022  
TIME: 7:00 P.M.   

WHICH MEETING WILL BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERIN-
TENDENT, WHEELER CEN-
TRAL SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, 
NEBRASKA.

 DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 
EDUCATION WHEELER 

CENTRAL SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: November 2, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — 
CWC Activities

Cooperative

Public Notices

VILLAGE OF BARTLETT
EMERGENCY VILLAGE 

BOARD MEETING
28 OCTOBER 2022

The Village of Bartlett board 
meet at 7:30  p.m. on October 
28, 2022, in an Emergency Ses-
sion.  The meeting met at the 
Village Office, 425 Randolph St.  
The meeting was called to or-
der by Vice-Chairperson Plugge.  
Members present were, Reiter, 
Plugge, Einspahr, and Nichols.  
.  Absent:  Williamson.  Also, 
present:  Jerry Koinzan, Donna 
Sears, Paul Nordhues and  Vicki 
Vannier, village clerk.  Notice of 
the meeting was given in ad-
vance by posting at:  Bartlett 
Post Office, WeMart, and Village 
Office.  Vice-Chairman Plugge 
proclaimed the meetings to be a 
legal meeting and acknowledged 
that the Open Meetings Act was 
posted in the meeting room.

The  item of discussion was 
located at:  Original Township, 
Block 3; Lots 7,8,9 minus 40” on 
the north side of lot 9.  

There has been interest in pur-
chasing the lots to build a build-
ing and start a business on the 
location.  Discussion followed 
about the price of the lots.  Chair-
man Williamson arrive at 7:42 
p.m.  He answered questions 
from the board.  It was moved by 
Reiter, seconded by Nichols to 
set a selling price of $4,950 for 
the combination of lots 7,8,9 as 
described above.  Roll call vote:  
Yes—Reiter, Nichols, Plugge, 
Plugge, Williamson.  No:  None.  
Absent:  None   Abstained:  
None.  Motion carried.  It was 
moved by Plugge, seconded by 
Einspahr to pass a Resolution 
stating that the land was for sale 
and anyone who wished to bid on 
the lots were to notify D. William-
son.  Roll call vote:  Yes—Reiter, 
Nichols, Plugge, Plugge, William-
son.  No:  None.  Absent:  None   
Abstained:  None.  Motion carried

There was a motion by Reiter, 
seconded by Einspahr to adjourn 
the meeting.   Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 
8:55 p.m.

The next regular meeting will 
be Monday, November 14, 2022, 
at 7:00 p.m.

Dated this 28th day of October 
2022
PUBLISH: November 2, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — 
Bartlett Village Board

In October, the Pope John XXIII Central Catholic National Honor Society (NHS) sponsored a “pink 
out” to help raise awareness of breast cancer and to raise funds for the cause.  The NHS chapter 
held a split-the-pot at the Wolfpack vs St. Mary’s football game and also hosted a “dress down day” at 
the school (a day where students pay $5 to wear more casual dress than the usual dress code). The 
chapter also received an anonymous donation to be added to their money collected. Last Thursday, 
three senior members of NHS presented a check in the amount of $1,300.00 to the Faith Regional 
Foundation Hope Fund. Accepting the check is Hannah Lindsay (far left), Faith Regional Foundation 
Director. The seniors pictured are (left to right) Skyler Meis, Emma Lea Ruterbories and Taylynne 
Charf. NHS sponsor is Amy Klein. E-R photo/LMorgan

PJCC’s NHS supports Hope Fund

Kayton Zwingman and Kyndal Busteed

Three members of the Elgin 
FFA Chapter took center stage 
at the National FFA Convention 
held last week. Kayton Zwing-
man and Kyndal Busteed, 
currently enrolled at Elgin Public 
Schools, placed ninth overall in 
the Agriscience Social Science 
Division Two Category, receiving 
a silver emblem for their efforts. 
Another chapter member now 
attending the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln — Allyson 
Selting, received her American 
Degree during ceremonies held 
Saturday. Selting is a PJCC 
graduate. Courtesy photos

Elgin chapter
garners national
FFA recognition

Ally Selting

of  the pieces, number of  pans 
in the over, and amount of  
vegetables you’re cooking. The 
vegetables are done when they 
are tender when poked with a 
fork and crispy on the edges. 

4. Eat immediately or cool 
and store in the fridge for up to 
a week! 

Once you roast vegetables 
once, you’ll never look back. 
It’s super easy! 

My favorites are Brussel 
sprouts and potatoes, but 
honestly, I’ll eat any roasted 
vegetable. 

The flavors are just that 
amazing. 

He was a District Com-
mander and Quartermaster 
and a lifetime member of  the 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars, and 
the American Legion Heninger 
Post 170 Commander in Tilden. 
He served on the Peace United 
Church of  Christ board for 6 
years and served as a Tilden 
City Council Member.

The Veterans Day program is 
open to the public.

From Page One
Nelson

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Two of  four young men 
charged in connection with 
March 21 break-ins at two 
Neligh businesses, Neligh Vape 
Shop and the Fit Stop, were set 
for sentencing in the Antelope 
County district courtroom in  
last week. Each had been con-
victed of  one Class 3A felony, 
criminal attempt burglary. 

Trinity Graham, 18, was 
accompanied by his court-ap-
pointed attorney, Brad Montag 
of  Norfolk. 

In line with the recommen-
dation in presentence investi-
gation reports, Abler recom-
mended probation.

“I think that is the best 
sentence at this time for these 
young individuals,” he told the 
judge.

Montag agreed, asking his 
client be sentenced similarly 
to a codefendant, a 16-year-old 
juvenile who was adjudicated 
June 1, in Antelope County 
court. He said Graham is cur-
rently employed and working 
toward obtaining a GED, after 
dropping out of  high school. 
He said Graham was “follow-
ing along” and wasn’t on his 
medication which led to mak-
ing poor decisions.

“(It’s not) an excuse, he 
knows better,” the lawyer said.

Graham said his family was 
upset with him. He also told 

Teen sentenced 
to probation, 
restitution in 
Neligh break-ins

See COURT, Page Nine
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TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

LINCOLN — Sitting in 
the south endzone Saturday 
afternoon, around 2 p.m., 
surrounded by strangers 
except one whose names I’ll 
never know, it crossed my 
mind that this day had only 
occurred once before.

What would that be? No, it 
wasn’t the Huskers producing 
just 29 yards of  total offense 
in the second half  of  a 26 to 9 
loss to Illinois. No, it wasn’t 
being surrounded by strangers, 
that happens more than I care 
to admit. The correct answer 
was this was the first time in 
since tying the knot in 1985 
that Lynell and I haven’t sat 
together in Memorial Stadium 
to watch the Huskers.

Having season tickets since 
1989, 
we just 
always 
sit side-
by-side 
when we 
go to the 
games. 
Only one 
other 
time, 
in 1995 
when the 
Huskers 
played at 
Kansas 
did 
‘Cousin 
Lisa’ fill 
in for 
Lynell 
when she 
was sick 
and unable to go.

Situations call for unique 
solutions. Saturday was such 
an example. Elgin Public-Pope 
John’s outstanding volleyball 
team was scheduled to play 
at Sumner-Eddyville-Miller 
(SEM) with a state tournament 
berth on the line. Someone 
needed to be there. Sure, there 
would be others with cameras 
at the match, but we like to 
do our own photo work and 
not rely on the generosity of  
others, when possible.

But, a problem existed that 
I was determined to be in 
Lincoln to watch my great 
nephew Travis Vokolek and the 
Huskers defeat Illinois. I just 
knew if  they could get a lead 
at halftime, they would find a 
way to win. Travis did his part, 
catching a long touchdown 
pass from Casey Thompson to 
give the Huskers a 9 to 6 lead in 
the second quarter. 

A hunch might make 
think you know what’s going 
to happen, then reality 
sets in when your starting 
quarterback gets injured and 
walks off  the field. The second 
half  was oddly silent in our 
section, everyone seemed to 
know there was no chance we 
were going to win the game.

As I watched the second half  
unfold, I also kept an eye on the 
volleyball game at Sumner.

I watched the first set with 
interest because, from 40 years 
of  covering high school sports 
in this state, it’s my opinion 
that when playing a big match 
on the road the visiting team 
needs to find a way to win the 
first set. Win the set and you 
put some doubt in the home 
team’s confidence, if  they are a 
young team.

For the girls, Saturday just 
wasn’t going to be their day. 
The Mustangs were as good as 
advertised. They played well 
at the net and won all the big 
points. The loss takes nothing 
away from a spectacular 
season for the team. Coach Liz 
Selting has now posted back-
to-back 20-win season. Pretty 
impressive for a coach starting 
her career. 

This year’s seniors (starters 
Taylynne Charf, Skyler Meis 
and Maddie Kolm, along 
with Sharon Bartak) will be 
missed when the team starts 
the 2023 season. But, the 
underclassmen on this year’s 

Some days just
aren’t your days

SUMNER — Winners of  
16 of  their last 17 matches 
heading into the D2 District 
Final against the Wolfpack, the 
Mustangs were on a roll.

That roll continued as they 
took EPPJ’s best shot, then 
swept the Wolfpack 25-21, 25-13 
and 25-20. The Wolfpack ended 
their season with a 21-9 mark 
while the Mustangs advanced 
to the state tournament with a 
27-5 record.

Mustangs Coach Tammy 
Kenton knew dominating the 
net would be key to the match 
as the Wolfpack came to town 
with a solid front row.

So, she did everything she 
could to get control of  the first 
set. 

Capitalizing on three ace 
serves (Katie Reiter 2, Jenna 
Claflin 1), the Mustangs built a 
nine to four lead.

SEM’s lead grew to 14 to 7 
before the Wolfpack asserted 
themselves into the match. 
Kills by Chloe Henn, Skyler 

Meis and Sara Bode helped 
close the margin to 16 to 13. 
Then, after SEM built a five-
point lead 23 to 18, EPPJ got 
a service point from Maddie 
Kolm and another kill from 
Henn before SEM closed out 
the set 25 to 21.

Set #2 was tied at five-all 
before the Mustangs took 
control of  the set. Six straight 
points gave the Mustangs an 11 
to five lead.

The Wolfpack had some 
success at the net as Henn 
registering two kills, but SEM’s 
lead kept growing. The lead 
ballooned to 22 to 8.

EPPJ put together a late 
run of  three service points by 
Baylee Busteed before SEM 
closed out the set.

Down two sets to none, EPPJ 
had the upper hand early in the 
third set. With kills from Henn, 
Meis and Bode, EPPJ jumped 
out to an eight to three lead.

SEM then went on a 10 to one 
run to take a 13 to nine lead. 
EPPJ’s only point was an ace 
serve by Busteed.

Sensing victory at hand, 
SEM had to fight off  one last 
charge by the Wolfpack. 

An ace serve by Kate 
Furstenau highlighted a five-
to-zero run to pull within three, 
19 to 16. The teams then traded 
points. A kill by Ashlynne 
Charf  made the score 23 to 20, 
then SEM closed out the match 
by scoring the final two points.

The Mustangs got big nights 
from Taryn Arbuthnot and 
Mikah O’Neill each with 14 
kills. Katie Reiter had 24 set 
assists in the match, Jaycelyn 
Hoos produced 10.

The Mustangs had five ace 
serves and just seven missed 
serves in the match.

EPPJ had 27 kills in the 
match, led by Henn with seven, 
Charf  and Bode each had six. 

With Saturday sweep, Mustangs end 
EPPJ’s season one victory shy of state

Busteed led the team with 18 
set assists.

A key statistic in the game 
was serve receive. SEM had 
just eight serve receive errors 
in the match. On the other side 
of  the net, EPPJ had 26 serve 
receive errors.

SEM 3, EPPJ 0
Mustangs……………..25  25  25
Wolfpack………………21  13  20
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Ashlynne 
Charf 6/21/4, Baylee Busteed 
3/7/0, Sara Bode 6/15/2, Skyler 
Meis 4/18/5, Maddie Kolm 
1/9/2, Chloe Henn 7/16/4. Team 
totals: 27/86/17. SEM — Taryn 
Arbuthnot 14/27/1, Mikah O’Neill 
14/28/2
Serving (A/SA) — Kate 
Furstenau 1/11, Brenna 
Martinsen 0/2, Ashlynne Charf 
1/8, Baylee Busteed 0/15, Sara 
Bode 0/7, Skyler Meis 0/4, 
Maddie Kolm 0/9. Team totals: 
2/56. SEM team totals: 5/75
Blocks (BS/BA) — Ashlynne 
Charf 2/1, Sara Bode 1/0, Skyler 
Meis 1/2. Team totals: 4/3. SEM 
team totals: 5/3
Digs (D/DE) — Kate Furstenau 
9/7, Brenna Martinsen 1/1, 
Ashlynne Charf 13/4, Baylee 
Busteed 8/3, Sara Bode 2/4, 
Skyler Meis 2/4, Maddie Kolm 
5/6, Chloe Henn 2/0. Team 
totals: 42/29. SEM team totals: 
42/25
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Kate 
Furstenau 0/1/0, Brenna 
Martinsen 1/1/0, Ashlynne Charf 
0/1/0, Baylee Busteed 18/57/2, 
Maddie Kolm 5/14/0, Chloe Henn 
0/1/0. Team totals: 24/75/2. SEM 
team totals: 41/85/13
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kate 
Furstenau 1/4, Brenna Martinsen 
1/1, Ashlynne Charf 21/8, Sara 
Bode 3/5, Skyler Meis 6/3, 
Maddie Kolm 6/5. Team totals: 
38/26. SEM team totals: 34/8

Wolfpack roll to D1-5 Subdistrict title
ELGIN — When you want something 

bad enough, you take it.
In the sport world that means seizing 

the moment. The Wolfpack (21-8) 
volleyball team did that last week, 
winning the D1-5 Subdistrict title with 
victories over Plainview and, one night 
earlier, Boyd County.

Playing Tuesday night before a 
raucous crowd at Elgin High School, 
EPPJ swept Plainview 25-18, 25-22 and 
25-15. After winning the first set with 
relative ease, the Wolfpack took the 
Pirates’ best punch in Set #2.

Capitalizing on three early kills from 
senior Maddie Kolm, EPPJ jumped out 
to a six to two lead. Then, after an ace 
serve from Kate Furstenau, the lead 
began to grow. Ace serves by Sara Bode 
and Ashlynne Charf  helped grow the 
lead to 20 to 12. Plainview then mounted 
a comeback worthy of  a team playing to 
keep their season alive.

A kill by Abigail Kromarek got the 
Pirates going as a run cut the margin to 
two points, 23 to 21. Then, with a chance 
to further cut into the lead, a Plainview 
service error gave EPPJ a set point 
which Charf  put away with ease at the 
net to win the second set.

The third set left little doubt who 
would leave the court the winner. 
Leading 13 to 11, the Wolfpack sealed 
the victory with a 12 to four run to close 
out the set. Chloe Henn had four of  her 

eight kills to close out the match. Also 
making plays at the net were Sara Bode 
and Baylee Busteed.

The Wolfpack had 34 kills on 86 
swings, led by Charf  and Henn with 
eight apiece, Skyler Meis and Bode 
each had six and Kolm had five.

Meis dominated the net on defense 
with three solo blocks. Busteed led 
setters with 18 set assists, Kolm had 13.
Opening round

Boyd County, having swept Creighton 
to open subdistrict play, came up short 
against the Wolfpack Monday night. 
EPPJ swept the Spartans 25-14, 25-17 
and 25-22.

After winning the first two sets with 
relative ease, EPPJ were pushed hard 
in the third set. A quick lead dwindled 
down to one point midway through the 
set. Up 16 to 15, EPPJ got things rolling 
behind a kill by Henn.

Points went back and forth till the 
duo of  Busteed and Meis executed a 
block at the net. Busteed then went to 
the service line and served an ace to 
make the score 20 to 17.

Three service points by Addison 
Birmeier, one coming on an ace serve, 
then a kill by Leah Jockens gave the 
Spartans a 22 to 21 lead.

Following a timeout, EPPJ scored the 
next four points to close out the match. 
Leading the way was Charf  with two 
kills and a perfectly placed tip to seal 
the victory.

Charf  led hitters with 15 kills on 33 
swings, Henn had 10 kills on 27 swings.

Henn had four solo blocks in the 
match and Busteed led setters with 18 
of  28 set assists.

EPPJ 3, Boyd County 0
Spartans ……………………….14  17  22
Wolfpack………………………..25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Kate Furstenau 0/2/0, 
Ashlynne Charf 15/33/4, Baylee Busteed 
1/3/0, Sara Bode 3/16/2, Skyler Meis 
1/3/1, Maddie Kolm 3/15/3, Chloe Henn 
10/27/3. Team totals: 33/99/13
Serving (A/SA) — Kate Furstenau 0/7, 
Ashlynne Charf 4/19, Baylee Busteed 1/5, 
Sara Bode 0/4, Skyler Meis 1/21, Keyera 

Eisenhauer 0/1, Maddie Kolm 3/16. Team 
totals: 9/73
Blocks (BS/BA) — Baylee Busteed 0/3, 
Skyler Meis 1/0, Maddie Kolm 1/2, Chloe 
Henn 4/1. Team totals: 6/6
Digs (D/DE) — Kate Furstenau 10/4, 
Brenna Martinsen 1/0, Ashlynne Charf 
13/4, Baylee Busteed 7/3, Sara Bode 
3/1, Skyler Meis 13/8, Maddie Kolm 11/6, 
Chloe Henn 1/0. Team totals: 59/26
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Kate Furstenau 
1/3/0, Brenna Martinsen 0/1/0, Ashlynne 
Charf 0/2/0, Baylee Busteed 18/57/3, 
Skyler Meis 1/3/0, Maddie Kolm 8/25/1, 
Chloe Henn 0/2/1. Team totals: 28/93/5
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kate Furstenau 
7/7, Brooklyn Meis 2/0, Ashlynne Charf 
5/2, Sara Bode 0/1, Skyler Meis 9/7, 
Maddie Kolm 3/1, Chloe Henn 0/1. Team 
totals: 26/19

EPPJ 3, Plainview 0
Pirates ………………………….18  22  15
Wolfpack………………………..25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Kate Furstenau 0/1/0, 
Brenna Martinsen 0/1/0, Ashlynne Charf 
8/20/4, Sara Bode 6/15/1, Skyler Meis 
6/15/2, Maddie Kolm 5/11/2, Chloe Henn 
8/20/0. Team totals: 34/86/9
Serving (A/SA) — Kate Furstenau 4/17, 
Ashlynne Charf 3/18, Baylee Busteed 1/7, 
Sara Bode 1/4, Skyler Meis 0/13, Maddie 
Kolm 2/14. Team totals: 11/73
Blocks (BS/BA) — Baylee Busteed 0/1, 
Sara Bode 1/2, Skyler Meis 3/0, Maddie 
Kolm 0/3, Chloe Henn 2/0. Team totals: 
6/6
Digs (D/DE) — Kate Furstenau 11/1, 
Brenna Martinsen 0/1, Ashlynne Charf 
7/5, Baylee Busteed 4/6, Sara Bode 2/2, 
Skyler Meis 8/6, Maddie Kolm 5/5, Chloe 
Henn 1/0, Camry Kittelson 1/1. Team 
totals: 39/27
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Kate Furstenau 
1/3/0, Baylee Busteed 18/49/3, Sara 
Bode 1/1/0, Maddie Kolm 13/28/0, Camry 
Kittelson 0/2/0. Team totals: 33/83/3
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kate Furstenau 
6/2, Ashlynne Charf 8/6, Sara Bode 2/0, 
Skyler Meis 12/5, Maddie Kolm 7/3. Team 
totals: 35/16

Ready for the challenge were Wolfpack front row hitters (l-r): Ashlynne Charf, Chloe Henn, Maddie Kolm 
and Sara Bode. EPPJ had 27 kills against the Mustangs Saturday. E-R photo/LMorgan

Against the Mustangs, Chloe Henn led EPPJ hitters with seven kills. 
E-R photo/LMorgan

Ashlynne Charf makes a pass as team-
mate Skyler Meis looks on during the Pla-
inview match. E-R photo/DMorgan

Maddie Kolm rises into the air for one of 
her three kills against Boyd County. E-R 
photo/DMorgan
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Tales
From Page Six

team have incredible talent 
and, with another year of  
experience, should again be 
a force to be reckoned with in 
the NVC and vye for a state 
tournament berth.

Sad to see the season end, 
excited to see what this team 
can do next year.

*****
Back to Husker football, 

this week’s game against 
Minnesota will mark a 
milestone for this gray-
haired editor. It will mark 
50 years that I have been 
attending games at Memorial 
Stadium. It was November 
1972 when an overnight storm 
dropped several inches of  
wet snow. Our neighbor, Noel 
Eberspacher pulled into the 
driveway and asked my dad 
if  he would like two tickets 
to the game against Kansas 
State. Whether my dad had 
mentioned something to him 
before or somehow he knew 
I had never been to a game, 
Noel’s kind gesture ignited the 
Husker fire in me.

The seats were under 
the east balcony, out of  the 
weather. Dad didn’t go to the 
game, but he drove me and my 
friend to the stadium, dropped 
us off  and said to go to the 
McDonald’s near 27th and Vine 
after the game and he would 
pick us up.

I still have the official 
program and newspaper 
clippings from the game. In the 
snow, the soon-to-be Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny 
Rodgers returned a punt for a 
touchdown to set a then NCAA 
record for kick returns for 
touchdowns.

Ever since then I’ve been to 
at least one home game every 
year, then more after getting 
season tickets.

Epilogue — My father never 
went to a Husker game, never 
wanted to go. He had a massive 
stroke in 1989 and died 12 years 
later. Eberspacher became a 
large farmer in the northwest 
corner of  Seward County, then 
got cancer and died. Since then 
I’ve sat in nearly every part of  
Memorial Stadium. Fans are 
different today from 50 years 
ago. We were witnesses to the 
greatest 40-year run in college 
football history. Now, there’s a 
whole generation of  football 
fans who have no idea what 
the buzz was all about. I hope 
to live long enough to see the 
program rise again, yet I also 
know what has passed can 
likely never be seen again.

For those of  us who 
remember the glory years, be 
grateful and remember there 
once was a time when we were 

Four tied for the top spot 
in the Elgin Review Football 
Contest this week.

John Stoltz, Matthew Kerk-
man, Clara Kamphaus and 
Corey Schindler all missed five 
games.

In the tiebreaker, Nebraska 

Stoltz, Kerkman finish 1-2 in football contest
and Illinois combined for 615 
total yards. 

All four contestants 
tiebreaker guesses exceeded 
the actual figure. Closest 
was Stoltz who guessed 680, 
he will win the top prize. 
Kerkman guessed 701 and will 
receive the runner-up prize. 
Kamphaus guessed 755 and 
Schindler’s pick was 807.

Results of  the games were:
TCU over West Virginia
Oklahoma over Iowa State
Tennessee over Kentucky
Illinois over Nebraska

Louisville over Wake Forest
Florida St. over Georgia Tech
Kansas St. over Oklahoma St.
Notre Dame over Syracuse
Missouri over South 

Carolina
Michigan over Michigan St.
Miami over Virginia
Ole Miss over Texas A&M
Iowa over Northwestern
Arizona State over Colorado
Georgia over Florida
Ohio St. over Penn St.
Arkansas over Auburn
North Carolina over Pitt



PUBLIC NOTICES 
Because its your right to know how your 

city, county and school boards
are conducting business for the public.

Elgin 
Community 

Center  Menus
Elgin Community Center 

meals next week are: 
Monday, November 7: 

Walking tacos, corn, fruit 
cocktail, milk.

Tuesday, November 8: 
(Election Day Fundraiser) 
Chili or chicken noodle 
soup, ham & cheese 
sandwich carrots/celery, 
cookie, milk.

Wednesday, November 9: 
Baked pork chop, stuffing, 
creamed peas, strawberries, 
milk.

Thursday, November 
10: Chicken & stuffing 
casserole, broccoli, apple 
slices, milk.

Friday, November 11: 
(Veterans Day) Baked steak, 
mashed potatoes & gravy, 
corn, apple crisp, milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided
by the Community Center 
and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50. Serving starts at 
11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. 
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Saturday, Sunday confirmation programs held at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church

Joseph A. Stuhr, 78, of  Peters-
burg, NE passed away Sunday, 
October 30, 2022, at his home.

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be at 10:30 a.m., Thursday, 
November 3, 2022 at St. Bo-
naventure Catholic Church, 
Raeville, NE with Fr. John 
Norman and Deacon John Star-
man officiating. Burial will be 
follow in the parish cemetery. 
Visitation will be 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday at the church with 
a 7 p.m. wake service. Levander 
Funeral Home is in charge of  
the arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at: 
www.levanderfuneralhome.

Death Notice

By Barb Bode and 
Dianne Gunderson
Co-librarians

Did you know your local 
library has: 

1. A room to host gather-
ings and meetings

2. Books
3. Lego League for chil-

dren in grades K-5, tons of  
Legos and a Lego board

4. Books
5. DVD’s
6. Books
7. Maker Space items ( 

magna-tiles, iPad/Osmo, 
puzzles, circuit blox, straw 
building sets, suction toys, 
games, craft items etc.)

8. Large print Books
9. Magazines
10. Books
11. Two very helpful libr-

arians
12. Children’s books
13. Dinosaurs
14. Book club
15. Crochet class
16. Reading area with a 

cozy fireplace
17. Public computers
18. Inter-library loans
19. And of  course 

BOOKS!!
Take advantage of  all that 

your library offers!

What does your
library offer?

Participating in confirmation services Sunday were (l-r) Top row: Callie Heithoff, Kaitey Schumacher, Haley Parks, Sara Bode, Trey Rittscher, Ellie Ruterbories, Fr. John Norman, 
Archbishop George Lucas, Emma Ruterbories, Michael Koenig, Fr. Joseph Sund, Keaton Thiele, Alec Schindler, Gage Thiessen and Landyn Veik. Second row: Gavin Whiting, 
Dylon Parks, Garrett Napier, Myles Kittelson, Jack Barlow, Preston Hoke, Sharon Bartak, Hudson Napier, Camryn Pelster, Cale Kinney, Rebecca Napier, Adyson Mlnarik, Jenna 
Funk, Ashlynne Charf, Bailey Ahlers, Skyler Meis, Camry Kittelson and Jaidyn Schrad. Front row: Aiden Klein, Reese Stuhr, Tessa Barlow, Olivia Klein, Juliana McNally, Jazmine 
McNally, Taylynne Charf, Dylan Rotherham, Julie Olivan, Brooklyn Meis, Kayton Zwingman, Yazlin Zermeno, Amor Zermeno and Harlie Tyler. E-R photo/LMorgan

Seventy-four area Catholic youth participated in confirmation services held this week at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church at Raeville. Confirmed Saturday were (l-r) Top row:  
Matthew Dilly, Kaiden Bode, Paiton Hoefer, Linus Borer, Kellan Hoefer, Logan Kester, Christian Behnk, Kelton Bruhn and Daley Bearinger. Third row: Karson Kallhoff, Isaac Hem-
enway, Samuel Hemenway, Riley Lordemann, Taylor Beckman, Carter Beckman and Ethan Kester. Second row: Kenna Brabec, Aislynn Kester, Raina Krebs, Archbishop George 
Lucas, Natalie Burenheide and Katelyn Krohn. Front row:  Fr. Joseph Sund, Jamie Dozler, Shaylie Kester, Lenora Kester, Irelyn Bearinger, Eliza Borer, Jaydalynn Chessmore, 
Darby Carstens, Jovie Vaisvilas, Emma Lordemann and Fr. John Norman. Photo courtesy of Tammy Bearinger

A new starting time will go into effect this month for the 
regular meetings of  the District #18 Board of  Education. When 
they meet on Wednesday, Nov. 9, the meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Meetings are held in the distance learning room at the high 
school and are open to the public.

School board meets next week
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All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
Diane E. Reiman, Niobrara, 

NE 9/27/22 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Walter.

David W. Princic, Sioux City, 
IA 1/14/19 speeding 75/65 
mph/no operator’s license, 
fined $100/county fee $17 - 

Court News

Dear Editor,
Education is the key, and the 

fix is local.
We the people have the power 

to control our elections at 
the county level as stated in 
Nebraska legislature Article 3, 
Sec 18 of  the Nebraska consti-
tution states: The Legislature 
shall not pass local or special 
laws in any of  the following 
cases:

Regulating County and Town-
ship offices.

Providing for the election of  
Officers in Townships, incor-
porated Towns or Cities. The 
opening and conducting of  any 
election or designating the place 
of  voting.

Our county clerk states it’s 
unlawful to manually count 
ballots.

Nebraska statute, 32-901.
Ballots; voting procedure.(1) 
To vote for a candidate or on a 
ballot question using a paper 
ballot that is to be manually 
counted,  

The SOS rules and regs can-
not override legislative statute 
which allows paper ballots and 
manual counting. 

The Attorney General cannot 
bring injunctive action against 
a county for using paper ballots 
and manually counting as it is 
NOT ILLEGAL.  

 32-1012: If  for any reason it 
becomes impracticable to count 
all or a part of  the ballots with 
optical scanners, the election 
commissioner or county clerk 
may direct that the ballots be 
counted manually following as 
closely as possible the provisions 
governing the manual counting 
of  ballots.

 Our county attorney advised 
the board not to vote on this 
issue, without providing them 
any statutes to base his legal 
advice on. Why?

When asked why our clerk 
is adamant about using the 
machines to count our ballots? 
The reply, “convenience”.

Connie Baker, Neligh

Letters
County clerk, 
attorney’s actions 
questioned

Hampton.
Nicolas J. Murphy, Medford, 

MA 10/2/22 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Keetle.

Korban Palmer, Elgin, NE 
9/4/22 no helmet, fined $50 - 
McHale.

Drew A. Machmueller, Leigh, 
NE 9/22/22 speeding 65/55 mph, 
fined $25 - McHale.

Dakota A. Seamann, 
Maxwell, NE 9/23/22 speeding 
75/65 mph, fined $25 - McHale.

Harold J. Starman, 
Petersburg, NE 10/2/22 
speeding 40/25 mph, fined $75 - 
McHale.

Christina M. Knorr, Salem, 
SD 9/6/22 speeding 75/65 mph, 
fined $25 - Lawson.

Susan K. Gwin, Sioux City, IA 

Dear Editor,
As we experience the com-

plete and utter failure of  the 
current Biden Administration 
it should not be difficult to 
choose the correct candidates 
going forward. What we have 
witnessed within the last two 
years is just a foretaste of  
what is to come. Open borders, 
rampant crime, inflation, high 
energy prices, loss of  our 
freedom and liberty. If  we are 
to have any chance of  retain-
ing our freedom and liberty we 
have to defeat these Progres-
sive Democrats in our govern-
ment!

We need to gain back both 
the House and the Senate. If  
not, we lose our Constitution 
and our freedom and liberty!

Jim Baum, Elgin

Get out and vote 
to protect our 
freedoms, liberty

All ages are invited to cele-
brate the beginning of  the 2022 
holiday season at the Christ-
mas Gala at the old St. Peter’s 

Christmas gala to be held at AC Museum
Episcopal Church November 
12, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

The event is sponsored 
by Thrivent, a not-for-profit 
financial services organization 
and founded by Lutherans. The 
Gala is hosted by the Antelope 
County Museum.

“While you are at the Gala, 
enjoy some hot chocolate and 
cookies and make a Christmas 
decoration to display on the 
tree in the church,” said Donna 
Hanson, Museum executive 
director. 

“To get people in the holiday 
mood, we will also be singing 
Christmas Carols.”

Hanson said she was thrilled 
that Thrivent is sponsoring the 
event, which promises to bring 
people from throughout the 
county to enjoy the fellowship 
of  the holidays.

She noted that the church is 
an ideal place for the Gala be-
cause of  its history and beauti-
ful stained-glass windows,

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
had its beginning in 1880, when 
the Rev. J.C. Eldred, a general 
missionary, arrived in Neligh 

on a Sunday afternoon and 
stopped at the local hotel. He 
at once inquired concerning 
members of  the Church, and 
the local proprietor feeling the 
honor of  the city was at stake, 
undertook to get together a 
choir and round up a congrega-
tion. 

A service was held that same 
day at the schoolhouse.

Intermittent services were 
held at the Court House hall, 
which is now Wanek’s Phar-
macy, from 1880-1885. Construc-
tion on the church began in 
1887 and the church held its 
first services on January 29, 
1888, which was right after the 
big blizzard of  1888. In 1980, 
the church was added to the 
National Register of  Historic 
Places. 

By the 1990s the church con-
gregation had dwindled to only 
six and the church was closed, 
soon after the museum took 
ownership. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
is a simple Gothic Revival 
style, featuring Eastlake 
stained-glass windows.

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler County Farm Bu-

reau held their annual meet-
ing Thursday evening at the 
Bartlett Old fire hall with 21 
adults and children attending.   

Courtney Shreve of  Table 
Rock, reported on “Nebraska 
agriculture in the classroom.”   
This is a statewide program 
that helps K-12 students and 
their teachers develop an 
awareness and understanding 
that agriculture is their source 
of  life’s necessities. Courtney 
is Nebraska Farm Bureau “Di-
rector of  Outreach Education.” 

Old business included pro-
viding free of  charge breakfast 
for the youth participating in 
the “Small Animal” Wheeler 
County fair competition. They 
also provided purple Rosetta 
ribbons for the champion win-
ners. These were loved by the 
kids. Farm Bureau members 
voted for two “State Resolu-
tions,” to be sent to the State 
Legislative Policy meeting in 
Kearney on November 17.

Margaret Valladao and Owen 
Seamann will be delegates for 
the State Farm Bureau Conven-
tion in Kearney on December 
4- 6. Steven Schrunk will be the 
alternate. Past member Henry 
Rudolph, who held many offic-
es and is now deceased, will be 

Bartlett News
recognized at the state conven-
tion as a deceased member.

Officers will remain the 
same: President Margaret 
Valladao, Vice President Owen 
Seamann, Secretary Diana 

Dicke and Treasurer Janna 
Schrunk.

The evening ended with door 
prizes donated by Margaret 
Valladao. The next meeting 
will be held Jan. 26, at 7 p.m.

Pictured are (l-r): Kelly Duryea, Nebraska Farm Bureau Regional  
Manager for the North Central region; Courtney Shreve, Nebraska  
Farm Bureau Director of Outreach Education, and Janna Schrunk, 
Wheeler County Farm Bureau Treasurer. Kelly and Courtney were 
guest speakers at the annual Farm Bureau meeting held in Bartlett 
Thursday evening. Photo submitted

9/21/22 speeding 75/65 mph, 
fined $25 - Lawson.

Jose A. Ramirez Benitez, 
O’Neill, NE 9/30/22 speeding 
80/65 mph/no operator’s 
license, fined $150 - Lawson. 

Jennifer B. Breuer, Neligh, 
NE 9/13/22 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - McHale.

Ryan J. Pelster, Petersburg, 
NE 6/11/22 operate motor 
vehicle to avoid arrest/
trespass-2nd degree/defy 
order to leave, 10 days in 
jail/18 months probation/
attend AA meetings/
drug testing+probation 
administrative 
enrollment+probation fees 
of  $570/license impounded 90 
days - Moore.*

From Page Five
Court
the judge he was “just follow-
ing along with my codefen-
dants.”

Johnson quoted his grand-
mother, who used to ask if  his 
friends jumped off  a bridge if  
he would also. 

“It’s applicable,” he said. 
“Think for yourself, before you 
do something like this, think 
about your mom…and dad and 
brother. They spent all this 
time caring for you then you do 
something like this. You could 
go to prison, what would you 
do there?”

Graham was sentenced to an 
18-month term of  probation, 
including $570 in fees, along 
with restitution, jointly with 
his three co-defendants, in the 
amounts of  $4,956 to Neligh 
Vape Shop and $730.56 to Craig 
Smith for damage to the build-
ing that housed the two busi-
nesses. Graham was ordered 
to pay a minimum of  $100 per 
month to the businesses.

Harley Snyder, 20, of  Oak-
dale appeared with his court-
appointed attorney, Frederick 
Bartell, of  Norfolk. Snyder had 
not finished required forms 
related to a PSI, indicating his 
phone had been out of  service. 
After a stern lecture, Johnson 
continued sentencing to Dec. 
21. Snyder’s personal recog-
nizance bond was amended to 
add a condition to appear at all 
appointments with the proba-
tion office to complete the PSI.

“If  you fail, you will be 
brought back in here,” the 
judge said. “That kind of  
excuse is only going to work 
once.”

The remaining codefendant, 
Christopher W. Robinett, 19, 
of  Neligh is set for sentencing 
Nov. 30.
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Public Notices. Public Notices

LEGAL NOTICE OF MEASURES 
TO BE VOTED UPON AT THE 

GENERAL ELECTION OCCURRING 
ON NOVEMBER 8, 2022

BALLOT TITLE AND TEXT 
OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY THE 
LEGISLATURE

BALLOT TITLE AND TEXT OF 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL AND 
STATUTORY INITIATIVES 
PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE 

PETITION

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1

A vote FOR this amendment will 
authorize any city, county, or other 
political subdivision that owns or 
operates an airport to use its revenue 
for the purpose of developing or 
encouraging the development of new 
or expanded regularly scheduled 
commercial passenger air service at 
such airport.

A vote AGAINST this amendment will 
not authorize a city, county, or other 
political subdivision that owns or 
operates an airport to use its revenue 
for such purpose.

A constitutional amendment to 
authorize any city, county, or 
other political subdivision owning 
or operating an airport to expend 
its revenues for the public purpose 
of developing or encouraging the 
development of new or expanded 
regularly scheduled commercial 
passenger air service at such 
airport.
 
 For
 
 Against

_______________________________

PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE 
PETITION

INITIATIVE MEASURE 432

BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 432

A vote “FOR” will amend the Nebraska 
Constitution to require that, before 
casting a ballot in any election, a 
qualified voter shall present valid 
photographic identification in a 
manner specified by the Legislature.

A vote “AGAINST” means the Nebraska 
Constitution will not be amended in 
this manner.

Shall the Nebraska Constitution 
be amended to require that, before 
casting a ballot in any election, 
a qualified voter shall present 
valid photographic identification 
in a manner specified by the 
Legislature?

 For
 
 Against

TEXT OF PROPOSED INITIATIVE 
MEASURE 432

(underscored language indicates 
added language, strike through 
indicates language being removed)

OBJECT STATEMENT: The object of 
this petition is to amend the Nebraska 
Constitution to require that, before 
casting a ballot in any election, a 
qualified voter shall present valid 
photographic identification in a 
manner specified by the Legislature 
to ensure the preservation of an 
individual’s rights under the United 
States Constitution.

TEXT: Article I, section 22, of the 
Constitution of Nebraska shall be 

amended as shown:

I-22 (1) All elections shall be free; 
and there shall be no hindrance or 
impediment to the right of a qualified 
voter to exercise the elective franchise.

(2) Before casting a ballot in any 
election, a qualified voter shall present 
valid photographic identification in a 
manner specified by the Legislature 
to ensure the preservation of an 
individual’s rights under this 
Constitution and the Constitution of 
the United States.

_______________________________

PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE 
PETITION

INITIATIVE MEASURE 433

BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 433

A vote “FOR” will amend the Nebraska 
statute establishing a minimum wage 
for employees to increase the state 
minimum wage from nine dollars 
($9.00) per hour to ten dollars and fifty 
cents ($10.50) per hour on January 1, 
2023, to twelve dollars ($12.00) per 
hour on January 1, 2024, to thirteen 
dollars and fifty cents ($13.50) per 
hour on January 1, 2025, and to 
fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour on 
January 1, 2026, to be adjusted 
annually thereafter to account for 
increases in the cost of living.

A vote “AGAINST” means the Nebraska 
statute establishing a minimum wage 
for employees will not be amended in 
such manner.

Shal l  the Nebraska statute 
establishing a minimum wage for 
employees be amended to increase 
the state minimum wage from 
nine dollars ($9.00) per hour to 
ten dollars and fifty cents ($10.50) 

per hour on January 1, 2023, to 
twelve dollars ($12.00) per hour 
on January 1, 2024, to thirteen 
dollars and fifty cents ($13.50) per 
hour on January 1, 2025, and to 
fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour 
on January 1, 2026, to be adjusted 
annually thereafter to account for 
increases in the cost of living?

 For
 
 Against

TEXT OF PROPOSED INITIATIVE 
MEASURE 433

(underscored language indicates 
added language, strike through 
indicates language being removed)

OBJECT STATEMENT: The object of 
this petition is to amend Nebraska’s 
minimum wage law to increase the 
state minimum wage from nine 
dollars ($9.00) per hour to ten dollars 
and fifty cents ($10.50) per hour on 
January 1, 2023, to twelve dollars 
($12.00) per hour on January 1, 
2024, to thirteen dollars and fifty 
cents ($13.50) per hour on January 1, 
2025, and to fifteen dollars ($15.00) 
per hour on January 1, 2026, to 
be adjusted annually thereafter to 
account for increases in the cost of 
living.

TEXT: FOR AN ACT relating to 
the Wage and Hour Act; to amend 
sections 48-1203, Revised Statutes 
Cumulative Supplement, 2020; 
to change the minimum wage 
as prescribed; and to repeal the 
original section.

Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Nebraska,

Section 1. Section 48-1203, Revised 
Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 
2020, is amended to read: 

 48-1203 (1) Except as otherwise 
provided in this section and section 
48-1203.01, every employer shall 
pay to each of his or her employees a 
minimum wage of:

(a) Seven dollars and twenty-five 
cents per hour through December 
31, 2014;

(b) Eight dollars per hour on and after 
January 1, 2015, through December 
31, 2015; and

(c) (a) Nine dollars per hour on and 
after January 1, 2016. through 
December 31, 2022;

(b) Ten dollars and fifty cents per hour 
on and after January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2023;

(c) Twelve dollars per hour on and 
after January 1, 2024, through 
December 31, 2024;

 (d) Thirteen dollars and fifty cents per 
hour on and after January 1, 2025, 
through December 31, 2025; and

(e) Fifteen dollars per hour on and 
after January 1, 2026, through 
December 31, 2026.

(2) The minimum wage established in 
subdivision (1)(e) of this section shall 
be increased on January 1, 2027, and 
on January 1 of successive years, by 
the increase in the cost of living. The 
increase in the cost of living shall be 
measured by the percentage increase, 
if any, as of August of the previous 
year over the level as of August of 
the year preceding that year in the 
consumer price index for all urban 
consumers (CPI-U) for the Midwest 
Region, or its successor index, as 
published by the U.S. Department of 
Labor, or its successor agency, with 
the amount of the minimum wage 
increase rounded up to the nearest 

multiple of five cents. No later than 
October 15 of each year, commencing 
October 15, 2026, the Nebraska 
Department of Labor shall calculate 
and publish the minimum wage rate 
that will take effect the following 
January 1.

(3) For persons compensated by way 
of gratuities such as waitresses, 
waiters, hotel bellhops, porters, and 
shoeshine persons, the employer 
shall pay wages at the minimum 
rate of two dollars and thirteen cents 
per hour, plus all gratuities given to 
them for services rendered. The sum 
of wages and gratuities received by 
each person compensated by way 
of gratuities shall equal or exceed 
the applicable minimum wage rate 
provided in subsection (1) or (2) of 
this section. In determining whether 
or not the individual is compensated 
by way of gratuities, the burden of 
proof shall be upon the employer.

(4) Any employer employing student-
learners as part of a bona fide 
vocational training program shall pay 
such student-learners’ wages at a 
rate of at least seventy-five percent of 
the minimum wage rate which would 
otherwise be applicable.

Section 2. Original section 48-
1203, Revised Statutes Cumulative 
Supplement, 2020, is repealed.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert B. Evnen

Secretary of State

(Publish three times, weeks of Oct. 
17, Oct. 24, and Oct. 31)

ZNEZ
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EPS, PJCC junior high students attend choral clinic

Pope John and Elgin Public junior high choir students participated in the 51st Annual Elkhorn Valley Choral Clinic last week at Tilden. Their guest clinician was Dr. Joel Johnson, the Director of Vocal Music at 
Midland University in Fremont. There were 16 schools in attendance and approximately 360 students. EPS students are shown in the left photo, PJCC students in the right photo. Photos submitted
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It is Halloween, and most 
likely, costumes have been 
picked out, and plans have been 
made to celebrate the evening. 
Halloween is a holiday all ages 
can enjoy. Youngsters look 
forward to the opportunity 

Seeing costumes conjures memories of Halloweens past
of  going door to door, scoring 
bags or buckets of  candy, and 
adults sometimes gather with 
friends and partake in costume 
parties.  

During the years I operated 
the bar, I always hosted a Hal-

loween costume party. To help 
give people direction and a 
little motivation to dress up, I 
would incorporate a theme and 
offer prizes to those who best 
represented the year’s theme.   

 Weeks before the big event, 

I would decorate heavily us-
ing such items as orange and 
purple lights, pumpkins, corn-
stalks, and spider webs with 
hopes to spark some interest, 
as well as create a mood.  

In the early years of  running 
our business, I was able to get 
my husband to participate in 
dressing up. One year my hus-
band and I dressed as George 
and Martha Washington, 
wearing white powdered wigs 
with ringlets. To this day, I still 
cannot believe I talked him 
into wearing knickers, buck-
led shoes, and white tights. I 
think that may have been the 
last time he participated in 
dressing up. Nevertheless, year 

after year, I continued to dress 
up only now with members of  
my volleyball 
team. We had 
so much fun in 
the process. We 
dressed as Dallas 
Cowboy Cheer-
leaders, Barbies 
in boxes, a group 
of  nuns, make-
up dolls, and the 
Seven Dwarfs . . 
. just to name a 
few.  

Dressing up was always 
enjoyable to me, but the part 
of  the Halloween parties I 
loved the most was seeing the 
creativity of  others. I could 

always count on Charlie and 
Shelley Bode to arrive in great 

costumes, like the 
time they dressed 
as Alan Jackson 
and the waitress 
which he sang of  
whom he didn’t 
even know her 
name. 

Groups of  
ladies from the 
various volley-
ball town teams 
were always fun. 

I remember one year, a hospi-
tal bed came rolling through 
the front door surrounded by 
a team of  nurses and doctors 
ready to share an ultimate 
costume surprise . . . the birth 
of  a fully grown adult dressed 
as a baby.  This was the very 
clever work of  Peg Schindler 
and friends.    

Another unforgettable mo-
ment was when Amber “Mun-
dorf ” and her husband Jason 
Davis arrived as well-known 
locals, Jerry and Millie, or 
when Emily Borer and Connie 
Pelster came as the famous 
singing duo Sonny and Cher, 
or when Bruce Clark appeared 
as a very large clown, or when 
Justin Stoltz pulled off  the 
perfect Cousin Eddie.  

Today, though our roles in 
life have changed, I still love 
Halloween and appreciate all 
those who continue to use cre-
ativity to celebrate.   See some 
photos on Page 11.

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


