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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice of Budget Hearing — Antelope 

County
Notice of Budget Hearing — Elgin Rural 

Fire District
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners
Proceedings — District #18 Board of 

Education
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Inmate death in prison
only the first tragedy
See page 6

Wolfpack beats CWC
Renegades 42 to 12
See page 11

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Sept 7	 74	 57	 .00
Sept 8	 77	 60	 .00
Sept 9	 76	 54	 .00
Sept 10	 78	 53	 .00
Sept 11	 82	 65	 .00
Sept 12	 88	 65	 .00
Sept 13	 89	 64	 0.00
Total for last week		  0.00
Total for September		  0.47 
Total precipitation 2025		  23.55

The high temperature last week 
was 89 degrees recorded on Saturday, 
September 13. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 53 degrees recorded 
on Wednesday, September 10. 

No precipitation has recorded last 
week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief
EPPJ Homecoming

pep rally to be
held Thursday

At Elgin Field beginning at 2:45 p.m.

All things Wolfpack will be cele-
brated Thursday afternoon in front of 
the grandstand at Elgin Field.

A Homecoming pep rally will be 
held for EPPJ student at the football 
field featuring skits and games.

It is scheduled to get underway at 
2:45 p.m.

The public is invited to watch the 
celebration.

On Friday, the Wolfpack football 
team will face North Central at 2 p.m.

Then, on Saturday night, the 
homecoming dance will be held at the 
Elgin KC Hall.

Held ever year in mid-September, there will be a joint public hearing on 
proposed property tax increases for three sub-divisions in Antelope County this 
week.

The hearing is set for Thursday, September 18, beginning at 6 p.m. in the coun-
ty commissioners’ meeting room at the Antelope County Courthouse in Neligh.

Representatives from the Elgin District #18 Board of Education, the Elgin City 
Council as well as the Antelope County Board of Commissioners will meet on 
that day for the purpose of conducting a public hearing to obtain public input on 
a property tax increase proposed by the three subdivisions. Property taxes being 
requested for 2025/2026 Fiscal Year are:

City of Elgin — property tax requested ($230,050.00) 
Elgin Public School — property tax requested ($3,830,082.00)
Antelope County — property tax requested ($10,502,914.00)
Of the three, the City of Elgin has already approved its proposed budget for 

the new year. That took place at the regular city council meeting on Wednesday, 
September 3.

The meeting is open to the public. Accommodations for the disabled are avail-
able upon request. Please contact the Antelope County Clerk at 402.887.4410 at 
least 48 hours prior to the meeting if accommodations are required. 

There is no item on the agenda for this joint public meeting other than discus-
sion of each political subdivision’s intent to increase its property tax request by a 
percentage greater than the “allowable growth percentage” defined in § 77-1633. 
The political subdivisions shall make their presentations in the order listed 
above.

Each political subdivision within a county that seeks to increase its property 
tax request by more than the allowable growth percentage shall participate in a 
joint public hearing as authorized by Nebraska revised State 77-1633. Each such 
political subdivision shall designate one representative to attend the joint public 
hearing on behalf of the political subdivision. If a political subdivision includes 
area in more than one county, the political subdivision shall be deemed to be 
within the county in which the political subdivision’s principal headquarters are 
located.

At such hearing, there will be no items on the agenda other than discussion 
on each political subdivision’s intent to increase its property tax request by more 
than the allowable growth percentage.

Isaac Hemenway of the Elgin FFA 
Chapter was the Senior Individual 
Champion at the 2025 District 10 North 
Range Judging competition. The con-
test was held Monday, September 9, 
north of Stuart. There were nearly 130 
senior students competing from 16 dif-
ferent schools. The Elgin FFA chapter 
will be competing on Thursday, Sep-
tember 18 near Center, NE in the Area 5 
Range Contest.

Photo submitted

Hemenway named
District #10

senior champion

For more than a decade, Elgin Public 
School and Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic schools have successfully 
operated a sports co-op.

Together, they have filled trophy 
cases with trophies from state compe-
tition.

It’s worked out well for both schools, 
keeping alive sports traditions which 
have made the Wolfpack one of the 
most successful co-ops in the state.

That’s why it was no surprise when 
the District #18 Board of Education met 
last week, they approved the extension 
of the sports co-op.

Meeting Wednesday night, Septem-
ber 10, the board voted five to zero to 
extend the co-op through the 2027-2028 
school year. 

Voting in favor were Ron Bode, Steve 
Busteed, Todd Heithoff, Eric Beck-
man and Lisa Welding. Absent from 
the meeting was board member Luke 
Hinkle.

There was just one other items the 
school board addressed in a meeting 
which lasted just over 30 minutes. That 
was:

• Approval of a transfer of $5,000 to 
the Wolfpack fund. Both EPS and Pope 
John contribute money to the fund to 
support activities.

Earlier in the meeting, Superinten-
dent Mike Brockhaus updated board 
members on work being done by the 
bus barn. 

Last month, the board approved a 
plan to address water erosion issues 
near the bus barn. Brockhaus said 
cement work is being done by the barn 
now and should be completed in the 
coming weeks.

The next regular meeting of the 
school board will be Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15 at 7 p.m.

City, school & county’s 
property tax increases
topic of public hearing
Thursday night at courthouse in Neligh

EPS Homecoming
coronation to be
held Thursday

At 7 p.m. in the school gym.

Coronation of Homecoming Royalty 
at Elgin High School will be held later 
this week.

The ceremony, open to the public, 
will be held Thursday evening, Sep-
tember 18, beginning at 7 p.m.

The crowning will take place in the 
school gymnasium.

Nothing brings out the 
community like a pancake 
feed. The Elgin Knights 
of Columbus served pan-
cakes, French toast, sau-
sage and egg bake Sunday 
morning at the KC Hall. 
There was a steady line 
of hungry people feasting 
on the food served by El-
gin Knights. A great way 
to start the day! Thanks 
Knights!!

E-R photos/DMorgan

Knights
serve up
a tasty

breakfast
Sunday
morning

Homecoming festivities kicked off Sunday night with the crowning of king and queen at 
Pope John XXIII Central Catholic High School. Aiden Klein was selected as king while Tessa 
Barlow was chosen as queen.

E-R photo/DMorgan

PJCC Homecoming Royalty

District #18
renews EPPJ
sports co-op
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The 2025 Pope John Home-
coming Coronation ceremonies 
were held in the St. Boniface 
Gym on Sunday, September 14 
at 5 p.m.

Tessa Barlow and Aiden 
Klein were honored as the new 
royalty.

Tessa is the daughter of Mike 
Barlow and Rachael Barlow. She 
serves her school as an EMHC. 
Tessa is active in volleyball, 
One Act, Speech Team, and the 
musical.

Aiden is the son of Marty and 
Amy Klein. Aiden participates 
in golf, One Act, quiz bowl, 
speech, and the musical. He is a 
member of the Student Council, 
National Honor Society, Junior 
Right to Life, and serves as an 
EMHC and lector for his parish 
and school.

Members of the Royal Court 
were Jovie Borer, Harlie Tyler, 
Camry Kittelson, Quinn Hoefer, 
Reese Stuhr, Landyn Veik, 
Karson Kallhoff, and Grady 
Drueke.

Chosen by the seniors to 
crown the King and Queen were 
juniors Elizabeth Moser, daugh-
ter of Michael and Gina Moser 
and Michael Selting, son of 

Barlow, Klein crowned PJCC
2025 Homecoming Royalty

Lynn and Amy Selting. Crown 
bearers, second graders at Pope 
John, were Emersyn Heying, 
daughter of Spencer and Megan 
Heying and George Borer, son 
of Jeremy and Lauren Borer. 

Decorations were provided 
by the sophomore class with the 

help of Mrs. Chris Grundmayer. 
Brooke Kinney and Gavin 

Kallhoff served as MC’s for the 
ceremonies.

Following coronation, there 
were games planned by Mrs. 
Lauren Borer and Mrs. Julie 
Schiltmeyer.

Members of the PJCC Homecoming Court are (front row, l-r): Emersyn Heying and George Borer. Back row: 
Camry Kittelson, Jovie Borer, Harlie Tyler, Quinn Hoefer, Queen Tessa Barlow, Reese Stuhr, King Aiden Klein, Grady 
Drueke, Karson Kallhoff and Landyn Veik. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Sixty Years Ago    	     September 16, 1965

Ron Miller, son of Rev. and Mrs. R. L. Miller suffered a broken 
back in the Elgin High-Platte Center football game, there, Friday 
night. It was learned here Monday that Ron’s back had been broken 
near the lower rib. Ron will have to lie on his back for three weeks 
and will undoubtedly be out of sports for at least six months, or 
nearly his entire senior year.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hunter have announced the engagement 
of their daughter Judith Rae to Frank David Galas. Judith, a 1959 
graduate of Elgin High School, has attended Doane College, Crete, 
Phoenix College, Phoenix Ariz. and was graduated with a major in 
education from Arizona Sate University at Temple, Ariz. A Decem-
ber wedding is planned at Phoenix.

The month of September started out wet and during six of the 14 
days of the month we have received measurable amounts of precip-
itation. According to the Bank of Elgin gauge, the total rainfall for 
the week was 3.10 inches. The most rain during the week was on 
Sunday, Sept. 5 with 1.20 inches.       

Fifty Years Ago 	   September 11, 1975

Elgin High School, led by senior Kent Beckman, outscored the 
Humphrey Bulldogs, 28-6, last Friday night in Humphrey. Lead-
ing rusher for Elgin was Kent Beckman with 165 yards followed 
by Cary Sutton with 39 and Steve Heithoff with 21 yards. The next 
game will be with Lindsay Holy Family, there, this Friday, Sept. 12. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Baum, Mrs. Dorothy Gregor and Lois 
attended a reunion banquet of the Midwest 5th Armored Division 
of World War II. Members and families of this group met in Grand 
Island Sunday. Mr. Baum and the late Mr. Gregor were with the 
Division in WWII.

The Cystic Fibrosis campaign is being conducted throughout 
Antelope county this year from Sept. 21-28. A pop bottle drive is be-
ing organized as a way to raise money. Those in charge encourage 
everyone to save their pop bottles or donations and help with this 
year’s “Breath of Life” campaign.

Three FFA’ers swept all honors in their respective breeding 
classes at the FFA Sheep Show during the 1975 Nebraska State Fair 
in Lincoln Thursday, Sept. 4. Alice Carr, Elaine Von Kampen, and 
Kirk Roe had the Grand and Reserve Champion ewes and rams in 
their divisions.              

Thirty Years Ago 	 September 13, 1995

An open house and dedication of the new hardwood floor at St. 
Boniface Gym in Elgin will be held this Sunday. An open house is 
planned from 2 to 4 p.m. The floor is being completed at a cost of 
about $22,000, and about 3,500 hours of volunteer labor.

Elgin American Legion Auxiliary Unit 229 hosted a reporting 
session of Elgin’s 1995 American Legion Boys State, Girls State and 
Junior Law Cadet representatives last week. Boys state representa-
tives were Nathan Dickerson and Jared Kerkman, Girls State rep-
resentatives were Jenny Avidano and Tanya Starman and Junior 
Law Cadet representative was John McNally.

An estimated 500 people visited The Station convenience store 
in Elgin during its grand opening celebration last Sunday. Owners 
Donna and Rich Uhrenholdt said the day was very successful and 
very busy with more than 300 food specials served. The Uhren-
holdt’s purchased the former Bill’s service station more than a 
year ago and have been remodeling it since then.

John Stoltz, 13, of Elgin and his five-month-old Chianina-Maine 
cross heifer “Honey” were pictured in the newspaper. Honey re-
ceived the grand champion market heifer honor in the 4-H Market 
Beef Show at the Nebraska State Fair.

Pope John unveiled a potent passing attack Friday night, scoring 
five first half touchdowns and going on to defeat Elgin High 50 to 
18. Pope John quarterback Jeff Knievel completed 14 of 26 passes 
for 344 yards and five touchdowns.

Twenty Years Ago 	 September 14, 2005

Homecoming royalty candidates at Elgin High School have been 
announced. They are Ross Becklun, Katie Score, David Hutchin-
son, Laurie Scholl, Jessica Stamp, J.T. Best, Krystine Hoefer, 
Anthony Blair, Nichole Bauer and Clayton Hensley.

A new 10-unit motel is planned for construction just northeast 
of the Elgin One Stop convenience store. KNBB Enterprises, which 
owns the convenience store, will be building the motel. Construc-
tion is expected to get started in four to five weeks.

A dedication for the new addition to the Elgin Knights of Colum-
bus Hall will be held on Sunday, Sept. 18. Rev. Dan Andrews will 
administer the blessing. Afterwards, an open house and free appre-
ciation barbecue will be held.

Plantation House Bed and Breakfast owners Deb and Kyle War-
ren hosted about 130 people from eight communities at its 125th 
anniversary open house held last weekend. Among those attending 
were Leo and Josephine Eischied who visited the Old Plantation 
Club on their first date, and also celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary with their family in 1999.
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

It Pays To Advertise! Parenting older children

Monday, September 22: 
Sloppy joes, cheesy hash-
browns, green beans, peach/
strawberry mix, bread & 
butter, milk.

Tuesday, September 23: 
Hot beef sandwich, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, corn, plums, 
milk.

Wednesday, September 
24: Swedish meatballs over 
buttered noodles, green beans, 
apricots, bread & butter, milk.

Thursday, September 25: 
Chicken strips, creamy cukes, 
sliced tomatoes, French fries, 

mixed fruit, bread & butter, 
milk.

Friday, September 26: 
Chicken alfredo, broccoli, 
sliced tomatoes, lettuce salad, 
tropical fruit, garlic stick, 
milk.

All meals served with bread 
& butter. 

Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 
subject to change.

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 

Elgin Community Center Menus

For as long as I can remem-
ber, I have always loved chil-
dren.  I started babysitting 
when I was 11 years old (which 
shocks me that parents actually 
entrusted me with their chil-
dren at that time).  I love babies 
and toddlers are just so fun and 
cute.  

I knew I wanted to have my 
own children, and I knew that 
someday I would no longer have 
little kids, but now that the day 
has come, I find myself in all 
new territory.

My youngest just turned 10.  
I no longer have children in 
single digits, and I feel myself 
mourning a little.  No one calls 
me “Mommy” anymore.  You 
don’t realize how much you 
miss that until it’s gone.  Plus, 
it’s such a slow progression that 
you really don’t notice it until 
months have passed and you 
recognize that’s no longer your 
name.  

I remember being so bored 
sometimes when I would sit and 
play Legos or Barbies, but now 
that they don’t ask me to play 
anymore, it’s kind of sad.  The 
kitchen set mostly stays unused 
in the playroom and I remember 
how excited they were to cook 
for me and play restaurant.  I 
would make all the yummy 
noises as I pretended to eat the 
things they prepared.

I miss reading to them at 
night, getting snuggles when 
they are sick, and the awe and 
wonder that kids have when you 
introduce them to new things.  
My oldest is convinced he 
knows everything, so few things 
truly shock him anymore.  My 
youngest still has some of that 
magic and amazement but I can 
see it lessen every year.

Our evenings look a lot differ-
ent today.  We’re booked with 
soccer practice and Driver’s 

Ed.  The older kids have a lot 
of homework in the evenings 
and when they don’t, they are 
perfectly content to play video 
games and just let off some 
steam after being at school all 
day.  We still play board games 
together as a family, but it’s a 
different 
dynamic 
than it 
was when 
they were 
smaller.  I 
haven’t 
played Can-
dy Land in 
years!

Don’t 
misun-
derstand, 
I’m really 
enjoying 
the new 
freedom 
that comes 
with hav-
ing older 
children.  I can leave them 
alone without parental supervi-
sion.  I no longer must do every-
thing for them such as cutting 
up food, giving baths, or wiping 
any butts.  

I also really enjoy watching 
older movies.  I love a lot of the 
animated films, but it’s also fun 
when it’s just my teenagers and 
we can introduce them to films 
with more substance.  We’re 
still strict on what we let them 
watch, but even if it’s just a 
superhero movie or “Remember 
the Titans”, it’s enjoyable to 
watch with them and talk about 
it afterward.

It’s hard to embrace this new 
season.  I find myself gravi-
tating to friends that are still 
having babies or have younger 
children because I miss that 

If you want to be heard, you’re going to have to get up early.
The public hearings on the proposed budget and tax levy for 

2025/26 will be held early Monday morning, September 24.
The hearing will begin at 7 a.m. in the board meeting room at 

Elgin High School.
The proposed budget calls for a tax asking of just over $3.8 mil-

lion, according to the budget document published in the September 
10 issue of The Elgin Review. The numbers break down to $3.62 
million for the general fund and just over $202,000 for the special 
building fund.

The property tax request is up from one year ago when it was set 
at $3,636,363.

The proposed new tax levy is 0.355912, down from 0.416622 (down 
15 percent one year ago.

Monday morning’s meeting is open to the public.
The board is expected to approve the budget’s tax asking and tax 

levy following the conclusion of the public hearing.

District #18 budget 
hearing to be Monday

Scheduled to begin at 7 a.m.
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

Big Beautiful Bill delivers budget
dilemma for Nebraska lawmakers

Defending
America’s
greatness

Husker Harvest Days - tradition meets innovation

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed here  
are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

Brace yourself Nebraskans for 
another year without meaningful 
property tax relief. That’s because the 
“One Big Beautiful Bill” means that 
Nebraska will have to do without about 
$216 million in state income tax reve-
nue over the next two years, and $406 
million less over the next four years.

That’s a Big 
Gulp of funding 
for a state budget 
that lawmakers 
had already cut 
by nearly $400 
million to balance 
the state budget.

As you recall, 
during the last 
session of the 
Nebraska Legisla-
ture, meaningful 
additional proper-
ty tax relief was 
nixed after it was 
necessary to dig 
into the state’s 
cookie jars and cut back on spending 
and tax incentives, to make the budget 
balance. So more cuts likely means, 
again, no relief from property taxes.

Nebraska’s budget pogoes like a 
grade schooler on a teeter-totter, up 
and down, up and down. 

Only a couple of years ago, the state 
was swimming in extra, post-COVID 
era cash, enough to have legislators 
funding new marinas on lakes, ex-
panding several museums and dream-
ing about building a huge lake between 
Omaha and Lincoln, which is now 
dead.

But that was then, and this is now.
The farming sector is hurting, via 

a combination of low crop prices and 
exploding costs of inputs, in part fueled 
by the tariffs imposed by President 
Trump. An advocacy group, Farmers 
for Free Trade, recently estimated that 
Nebraska’s farmers, through June, 
had spent an additional $51 million 
due to new tariffs on things like steel, 
building materials, fertilizer and 
equipment, according to the Lincoln 
Journal Star. That puts a crimp on 
farm income, and in turn, state income 
taxes.  

The One Big Beautiful Bill won 
approval from every member of the 
all-Republican Nebraska congressional 
delegation. They defended the loss of 
state income tax revenue by trumpet-
ing the tax cuts in the OBBB.

U.S. Rep. Mike Flood said that 
without the bill, a family of four earn-

ing $76,484 would have seen a $1,600 
increase in their income taxes. U.S. 
Sen. Pete Ricketts gave an even bigger 
benefit, of $2,443 less in taxes.

To be fair, some of that tax break is 
expected to be offset by higher con-
sumer prices due to the tariffs.

The conservative, pro-business Tax 
Foundation says that 71% of the food 
imported by Americans will increase 
in price, things like imported liquor, 
baked goods, coffee, fish and, gulp, 
beer. That group foresees a $1,300 im-
pact on the average family. 

Another group, the liberal Center 
for American Progress, projects an 
even higher hit on the pocketbook, of 
$2,400 for the average family. 

What can lawmakers cut now? And 
will Gov. Pillen get the additional $500 
million in budget cuts he was calling 
for only a couple of months ago?

Does the state suspend construc-
tion of a new state prison to replace 

the State Penitentiary and relieve 
overcrowding (exacerbated by pledg-
ing to take an additional 280 federal 
immigration detainees at the Corn-
husker Clink)? Does the state skip the 
$628-million Perkins County Canal?

What about pausing, for a year or 
two, the gradual reduction in state 
income taxes -- to 3.99% by the 2027 tax 
year -- passed a few years ago?

State Sen. Tom Brandt of Plymouth 
had a simple solution to the state’s 
revenue shortfall last year – pause the 
gradual, state income tax reduction at 
4.99%, thus saving the state nearly $500 
million over the next two fiscal years. 

That would more than solve the 
state’s looming budget problem, and 
leave some extra funds to provide some 
property tax relief, which I hear over 
and over is the state’s top tax problem. 

State senators, when they were 
debating the bill to cut the state’s top 
individual income tax bracket from 

6.84% to 3.99% (and drop the state 
corporate tax levy from 7.25% to 3.99%) 
kept saying that if times got tough, 
a future Legislature could decide to 
pause the tax breaks. 

That sounded reasonable then, and 
seems reasonable now, given that we’re 
getting a cut in federal income taxes. 

But Gov. Ricketts and other business 
leaders say that stopping the state in-
come tax cuts would send a bad signal.

It will all make for one heck of a 
debate in the 2026 legislative session.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. 

Prior to his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

While I was voting in Washington this week, my 
staff had the privilege of attending Husker Harvest 
Days in Grand Island — an annual event that, for 
more than 40 years, has been a centerpiece for Ne-
braska agriculture. Known as the world’s largest to-
tally irrigated working farm show, it brings together 
farmers, ranchers, and industry leaders from across 
the globe. It’s more than a farm show; it’s a gathering 
place where families exchange knowledge, explore 

innovations, and build connec-
tions that last well beyond the 
harvest season.

From live demonstrations of 
the latest equipment to educa-
tional programs led by experts, 
Husker Harvest Days show-
cases both the traditions and 
the future of farming. Whether 
you’re running a large operation 
or just bringing your family 
to learn and explore, the event 
offers something valuable for 
everyone.

This year, the weather coop-
erated with cool temperatures 
and cloud cover — a perfect 

backdrop for a day filled with conversation and 
learning. My staff met with Nebraska’s commodity 
boards, who generously shared their perspectives 
and expressed appreciation for the work we’re doing 

together in Washington. They also joined University 
of Nebraska President Jeffrey Gold and Nebraska 
Farm Bureau President Mark McHargue on their 
tour, a reminder of how our state’s educational insti-
tutions and producers work hand in hand to advance 
agriculture.

One highlight was “The Future of Ag Tech” 
presentation, where the Farm Progress tech team re-
flected on where the industry is heading. They noted 
a shift: there was noticeably less new equipment on 
display compared to last year’s Farm Progress Show 
in Illinois. It’s a sign of the financial pressures many 
producers face today — a reminder that innovation 
doesn’t happen in a vacuum, but in the real-world 
economy of family farms.

The technologies they did highlight were both 
impressive and sobering. There were self-driving 
tractors that would have seemed like science fiction 
a decade ago. There were laser weeders capable of 
zapping unwanted plants with pinpoint accuracy, 
though they come with steep price tags. And there 
were drones that can not only fly but also operate 
field equipment. These innovations are fascinating 
glimpses into the future, but the theme was clear: 
while technology is accelerating, the costs remain 
a major barrier. Farmers are carefully weighing 
whether these tools provide enough return on invest-
ment to justify the expense — an especially tough 
calculation in today’s farm economy.

As striking as the technology was, most notable 

were the people in attendance. Everywhere my team 
went, Nebraskans were warm, welcoming, and deep-
ly grateful for the support we’ve worked to provide. 
Their encouragement is a constant reminder of why 
I fight for agriculture every day in the Senate.

That’s why I reintroduced my bipartisan Precision 
Ag Package — three bills designed to expand access 
to innovative tools that make operations more effi-
cient, productive, and sustainable. Precision agricul-
ture helps farmers steward the land more effectively, 
but adoption is too often limited by two hurdles: 
steep upfront costs and gaps in rural broadband 
connectivity. My legislation tackles both challenges 
head-on.

I’m proud that this package has drawn strong 
support from organizations across the spectrum of 
American agriculture and manufacturing, including 
the American Equipment Manufacturers, American 
Farm Bureau Federation, American Soybean As-
sociation, Ethos Connected, Irrigation Association, 
John Deere, National Corn Growers Association, and 
Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation.

I’ll continue working to channel this momentum 
into meaningful action by pushing for these provi-
sions in the next Farm Bill. Because at the end of the 
day, the heart of agriculture isn’t just the machines 
or the technology — it’s the people. And Nebraska’s 
farmers and ranchers deserve every tool we can 
provide to help them thrive today, tomorrow, and for 
generations to come.

Nearly a quarter century has passed 
since the attacks of September 11th, 
2001. That day’s tragic events, the 
heroic acts of so many Americans, and 
the extraordinary shows of patriotism 
and national unity which followed are 
forever etched in our national memory. 
We will always remember the cour-
age and sacrifice of those who passed 
and those whose lives were forever 
changed 24 years ago.

Just as the anniversary of 9/11 was 
reminding Americans to commemo-
rate the endurance and aspirations 
which bring us together, sadly, our 
country was shocked by the assas-
sination of Charlie Kirk. Kirk was a 
patriot, husband, and father who lived 
his conservative values by champion-
ing free speech for all. Regardless of 
viewpoint, political violence is never 
acceptable. I am glad law enforcement 
quickly identified and apprehended 
the suspect and is preparing to obtain 
justice for Kirk’s murder. The future 
of our shared values, protection of 
civil society, and guarantee of the 
rights and freedoms given by God 
and recognized by 
our Declaration of 
Independence and 
Constitution are not 
passively attained. 
While the sacrifice 
of countless Amer-
icans who have 
answered the call 
of duty demonstrate 
the cost of freedom, 
the task of pro-
moting the safety 
of every Ameri-
can falls on each 
generation. Unlike 
the past adminis-
tration, President 
Trump has made national security and 
law enforcement efforts top priorities. 
We recognized our nation’s security 
need when we enacted $175 billion in 
border enforcement funding in July 
alongside our working families tax cut, 
and we recognized it again this week 
when House Republicans advanced 
legislation to provide the administra-
tion with the resources needed to meet 
this mission through the passage of 
the Fiscal Year 2026 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA).

The many threats to peace around 
the globe demand sustained attention 
to national security. Several of our 
allies face the reality of war every 
day while our enemies in Tehran, 
Beijing, Moscow, and Pyongyang 
conspire against us. Threats multiply 
and evolve constantly, whether on the 
battlefield or in cyberspace. The ro-
bust funding in the NDAA allows our 
military to stand ready with effective 
deterrence against any and all threats. 

Recent events have shown both the 
importance of and fragility of our 
constitutional rights. While the First 
Amendment is foundational to the 
fabric of our communities and public 
discourse, freedom of speech and other 
basic human rights remain under 
threat by the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) and other nations around 
the world. Because of this, I support-
ed measures in the NDAA to counter 
China’s malign influence. I am also a 
cosponsor of the Protect America’s In-
novation and Economic Security from 
CCP Act. This bill would reestablish 
the initiative to curb theft of American 
intellectual property and spying on 
our academic institutions perpetrated 
by the CCP.

Our adversaries profit from divid-
ing us, and political polarization only 
makes it more difficult to protect our 
country from enemies, both foreign 
and domestic. As we remember the 
victims of terrorism perpetrated by 
these enemies, as well as honor the leg-
acies of those who risked everything to 
protect our rights and liberties, let us 
not forget strength ultimately comes 
from unity.
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

Even though the Legislature stands adjourned for the year, 
senators and committees are already laying the groundwork for 
the next legislative session. One way this groundwork is laid is by 
the holding of interim study hearings by the various legislative 
committees. Interim study resolutions are typically introduced by 
senators or committees in the regular session in order to examine 
public policy issues in-depth during the time the Legislature is 
adjourned. 

This past week, the Natural Resources Committee, on which 
I serve, held its first of three scheduled interim hearings for the 
year. At this hearing, two topics were discussed: (1) the nameplate 
capacity tax and (2) the impact of the net-zero plans and goals of 
public power utilities. I would like to take time to discuss some 
of what the Natural Resources Committee learned regarding the 
impact of net-zero plans.

A net-zero plan, as it relates to electric utilities, refers to a policy 
or series of policies that seek to offset the amount of carbon emis-
sions that is produced and the amount that’s removed from the 
atmosphere. According to handouts from the hearing, the state’s 
three largest public power utilities - Lincoln Electric System, 
Omaha Public Power District (OPPD), and Nebraska Public Power 
District (NPPD) - have all adopted some sort 
of net-zero goal. Such goals are being imple-
mented across the electric utility space for 
a variety of reasons, including to (1) address 
environmental concerns, (2) mitigate a poten-
tial business risk in the face of regulation, and 
(3) respond to demand from large customers 
seeking zero or low carbon electricity, such as 
the ethanol industry which seeks to be compet-
itive in the large California market.

A core theme of the hearing centered on 
the potential costs to ratepayers to implement 
net-zero plans, particularly if done poorly. 
Perhaps the most striking example of that is 
Chimney Rock Public Power District (PPD) in 
the panhandle. Chimney Rock PPD is a mem-
ber of Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
Association based out of Colorado. According 
to hearing testimony, due to the net-zero and clean air policies 
enacted in Colorado, Tri-State member rates are expected to rise 8 
cents/kWh by 2032, whereas other similar Nebraska rural power 
districts that operate under the Nebraska Electric Generation and 
Transmission (NEGT) Coop are expected to have rates increase by 
only 5.7 cents/kWh by 2032. While this does not seem like a sub-
stantial difference, in the course of years, it adds up. Between 2000 
and 2024, the cost to provide power to customers for Tri-State was 
estimated to be $300 million more than NEGT. 

 One thing that I was pleased to learn is that several of our 
state’s public power utilities, including NPPD, are taking steps to 
ensure that the new generation selected for the net-zero goal must 
be no more expensive than the generation it replaces. As many 
readers are no doubt aware, electricity prices are rising, albeit 
more slowly in Northeast Nebraska relative to other parts of the 
state and country. 

Regardless, these costs add to the cost of living in a time when 
property taxes and insurance costs are ballooning in the state. No 
doubt net-zero plans will continue to be vigilantly supervised in 
future legislative sessions here in Nebraska. 

I invite you to let me know your thoughts or concerns. My 
Capitol office telephone number is (402) 471-2801 while my email is 
bdekay@leg.ne.gov. My mailing address is: Senator Barry DeKay, 
District #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 68509.

Groundwork for next
legislative session

now being prepared
Nebraska is the best place in the world to live.  But for too many 

Nebraskans, red tape and regulations can make it hard to find 
affordable housing.  By one estimate, overregulation accounts for 
nearly 25% of the cost of a single-family home.  For a typical apart-
ment development, it’s even worse.  Regulations account for 40% 
of the cost. That means fewer families can achieve the American 
dream.  I am fighting to provide more opportunity for hardworking 
Nebraskans. 

Across Nebraska, rural housing is in high demand.  I took steps 
to address this as Governor. When I was Governor, for example, 
we passed a rural workforce housing bill.  We created a $7 million 
Rural Workforce Housing Fund.  

Nebraska communities applied for grants from this state fund.  
One of the ways we used this fund was to make low-interest loans 
to developers.  These funds helped developers come to a rural 
community to build houses and apartment buildings.  It helped 
cover construction costs, down payment assistance, and technical 
assistance.  This program was simple and successful. 

Fighting to make housing
more affordable in Nebraska

As Senator, I am taking this proven Nebraska solution and 
making it ready for America.  I’m working with my Republican col-
leagues to make it easier to build homes.  We’re making the Good 
Life more affordable for everyone.  My Senate Banking Committee 
colleagues and I passed the Renewing Opportunity in the Ameri-
can Dream (ROAD) to Housing Act.  

This vote was bipartisan and unanimous.  The bill package is 
a landmark achievement for Nebraskans.  It puts us on the path 
to make home ownership a possibility for all 
Americans.  It will allow local communities 
to choose the zoning rules that best fit their 
needs.  Within the ROAD to Housing Act, there 
are a variety of bills that will deliver for rural 
communities, veterans, and families.  That 
includes my bipartisan Streamlining Rural 
Housing Act.  

Nebraska’s community-driven rural housing 
development program was successful when I 
was Governor.  Developers built more homes 
for rural Nebraskans.  However, they also faced 
burdensome federal regulations.  They ran into 
challenges drawing financing from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). 

The Streamlining Rural Housing Act en-
hances efficiency and eliminates conflicting requirements.  Red 
tape and burdensome regulations create additional costs.  They 
deter much-needed investments in affordable rural housing.  This 
bill cuts through the red tape.  

It streamlines the review and inspection processes between 
HUD and USDA.  By eliminating delays for approvals, we can build 
more housing in rural Nebraska.  This will make rural housing 
development more efficient.  That helps home builders, affordable 
housing non-profits, and state housing finance agencies.  

The bill establishes working groups to advocate for affordable 
housing non-profits.  Public housing agencies, owners of multi-
family properties, and state housing agencies can work together to 
reduce the cost of housing. The Streamlining Rural Housing Act 
is just one piece of the ROAD to Housing.  We are making housing 
more affordable.  I co-sponsored the bipartisan Rural Housing 
Service Reform Act.  The bill offers loans, grants, and rental assis-
tance to rural communities.  

Veterans will also benefit from the ROAD to Housing Act.  I 
co-sponsored both the VA Home Loan Awareness Act and the Vet-
erans Affairs Loan Informed Disclosure (VALID) Act.  These will 
help more veterans become homeowners.  They make it easier for 
veterans to access the resources they need to benefit from the VA 
Home Loan Program. 

Senate Republicans are working to enable more Nebraskans to 
become homeowners.  The One Big Beautiful Bill permanently 
raises the low-income housing tax credit.  The bill gives Nebras-
kans an extra 12% in tax credits to build more affordable housing.  
The One Big Beautiful Bill helps local governments, housing de-
velopers, and hardworking Americans.  People seeking affordable 
housing will have the resources they need to develop their com-
munities. Eliminating conflicting requirements and enhancing 
efficacy will build more homes in Nebraska.  We will stop delayed 
approvals and poor communication. We won’t hold developers 
back.  

Common sense housing reform benefits rural communities.  It 
benefits hardworking Nebraskans.  It benefits local businesses and 
creates jobs.  It builds and sustains the Good Life.

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE ELGIN SCHOOL BOARD

Elgin Public School Board will 
hold a special meeting on Monday 
September 22, 2025.   The meeting 
will be held in the EPS Board Room 
of the High School at 7:00 a.m.  The 
agenda of the meeting will be for 
the purpose of the Budget Hearing, 
Tax Request Hearing, and Special 
Board Meeting for the purpose of 
Adoption of the Budget and Tax 
Request.

To: Members of the Board of 
Education, District #18 Antelope 
County

From:  Mike Brockhaus, Super-
intendent

RE: Tentative Agenda for the 
September 2025 Budget Hearing, 
Tax Request Hearing, and Special 
Board Meeting in the EPS Board 
Room at 7:00 a.m.

Mtg. Date:   Monday Septem-
ber 22, 2025 the Budget Hearing 
at 7:00 a.m., followed by the Tax 
Request Hearing, followed by the 
Special Board of Education Meet-
ing in the EPS Board Room.

Budget Hearing to begin at 7:00 
a.m. followed by the Tax Request 
Hearing Tax Request Hearing fol-
lows the Budget Hearing Special 
Board of Education Meeting to fol-
low the Tax Request Hearing

For more information on state-
wide receipts and expenditures, 
and to compare cost per pupil and 
performance to other school dis-

tricts, go to https://nep.education.
ne.gov established pursuant to 
Laws 2021, LB528, section 5.

Agenda Items
Open Meeting
Roll Call of Members
Pledge of Allegiance
Announce Posting of Open 

Meetings Law
Consent Agenda
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Adopt the Agenda
Action Items
Approve the 2025-2026 Budget
Approve the 2025-2026 Tax 

Resolution
Discussion Items
Set the date for the next regular 

meeting
Adjourn
A current copy of the meeting 

agenda is available in the superin-
tendent’s office.  The agenda shall 
not be altered within 24 hours of 
the meeting unless the item is of 
an emergency nature.

For a board to have a “closed” 
session, a majority of the voting 
members must vote for the session 
and it must be clearly necessary 
for either:

 Protection of the public interest; 
or

The prevention of needless 
injury to the reputation of an in-
dividual, and if the individual has 
not requested a public meeting.
PUBLISH: September 17, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARINGS
DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION
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By Sara Gentzler and 
Andrew Wegley
Flatwater Free Press | Lincoln 
Journal Star

Content warning: This story 
discusses suicide. Call the 988 
Suicide and Crisis Lifeline if you 
or a loved one needs help.

The deputy warden was at 
home on his acreage south of 
the Tecumseh state prison when 
his phone lit up with a text.

Inmates had set fires in their 
cells.

After his calls went unan-
swered, Scott Busboom got into 
his white Ford pickup and drove 
to the prison where he’d spent 
most of his 35-year career with 
Nebraska’s Department of Cor-
rectional Services. 

Smoke had been filtering 
from around Jesse Spencer’s 
cell door — cell B6 — into the 
hallway for more than 15 min-
utes before Busboom arrived. 

Already, prison guards had 
made a cascading series of 
mistakes, including briefly 
cutting off power to the housing 
unit before abandoning it. More 
missteps would follow over the 
next three hours as corrections 
officers waited to enter Spen-
cer’s smoky cell.

Spencer wouldn’t survive 
the night. Busboom wouldn’t 
survive its aftermath.

Spencer’s death on Oct. 
5, 2023, sparked an internal 
review that questioned prison 
staff’s understanding of emer-
gency response policies at Te-
cumseh — the site of numerous 
previous violent outbreaks — 
and made dozens of recommen-
dations. It triggered a Nebraska 
State Patrol investigation and 
grand jury proceedings, with 
jurors concluding that prison 
staff weren’t criminally at fault 
for Spencer’s death. 

The Flatwater Free Press 
and Lincoln Journal Star spent 
days combing through tran-
scripts and hundreds of pages of 
documents from the grand jury 
proceedings. The records offer a 
window into a night plagued by 
confusion and chaos.

“There’s a lot of explaining 
to do,” said Marshall Lux, who 
served as Nebraska ombuds-
man, the state’s top govern-
ment watchdog, for nearly four 
decades.

A spokesperson rejected 
multiple interview requests 
with corrections department 
leadership. 

But behind the scenes, 
corrections leaders directed at 
least some blame at Busboom, 
scheduling a pre-disciplinary 
hearing five months after the 
incident.

Busboom, 63, was found dead 
in his truck less than a week 
later. 

“He’s always discussed that 
he would — that his job would 
kill him,” said Julie Tiedeman, 
Busboom’s widow. “We just fig-
ured it’d be a different way than 
what they did to him.”
Igniting a tinderbox

About an hour before smoke 
and embers started floating 
into the hallway from Spencer’s 
door, an inmate started yelling 
to other inmates in the library. 
When staff moved to restrain 
him, the inmate tried to elbow 
a corporal in the head, accord-
ing to the internal review. Staff 
strapped him to a gurney and 
wheeled him back to his cell.  

It was the spark that ignited 
a night of mayhem — the latest 
at a prison that had long been a 
tinderbox.

In 2015, inmates took control 
of much of the prison, assaulted 
and trapped staff, and set fires. 
Two died, apparently killed by 
other inmates; staff wounded 
two more. A review found condi-
tions were ripe for rebellion. 

In 2017, the prison put two in-
mates in one restrictive housing 
cell due to overcrowding. One 
killed the other. The same year, 
an inmate lit a fire in a restric-
tive housing unit. The state’s 
prison watchdog found inmates 
in restrictive housing felt staff 
were dismissing their concerns. 

In reviewing a 2021 incident 
in which staff shot 200 projec-
tiles at an inmate with “serious 
mental illness,” the inspector 
general found “a lack of clear 
leadership and directions, in 
addition to a chaotic and confus-
ing scene …” 

It’s a characterization that 
echoes through investigators’ 
reports analyzing the night 
Spencer died, just five months 
after that report was published.

An inmate since 2014, Spen-
cer was housed in Tecumseh’s 
restrictive housing unit, where 
inmates typically remain in 

An inmate died in a Nebraska prison 
fire, that was just the first tragedy

their cells 23 hours a day.
On the day of the fires, Spen-

cer had spent 2,598 days — more 
than a quarter of his life — in 
restrictive housing. He was 27 
years old.

Within an hour after the al-
tercation in the library, Spencer 
shoved metal and tightly rolled 
paper or a cotton swab into an 
outlet.
‘Who’s in charge?’

Spencer and at least one other 
inmate in his hallway lit fires. 
Staff, moving fast, sprayed fire 
extinguishers into the cells. 

A corporal was ordered to 
turn off the housing unit’s air 
handlers, reflecting a wide-
spread belief it would prevent 
the spread of pepper spray. It 
also allowed smoke to accumu-
late in Spencer’s cell. 

The same corporal was 
ordered to turn off power to the 
cells in that hallway. Instead, 
he briefly cut power to the 
unit’s control center, leaving 
staff there “freaking out” and 
screaming, corporals told re-
viewers.

Fearing that the power loss 
could unlock the doors, the 
shift supervisor ordered staff to 
evacuate.

That wasn’t a risk, reviewers 
later determined. 

Busboom arrived at the 
prison and the shift supervisor 
briefed him on events. The Cor-
rections Emergency Response 
Team — specially trained 
for incidents like this — was 
assembling, the supervisor told 
Busboom. It would take well 
over an hour for them to gather 
and enter the smoky gallery.

The shift supervisor finished 
his briefing and thought Bus-
boom had assumed command of 
the incident. But Busboom later 
said he never took over.

The confusion was evident 
that night. The internal probe 
later concluded that staff 
couldn’t identify who was in 
charge. It’s one of the most trou-
bling missteps in a response 
littered with them, experts said. 

“I see references to corporals 
and sergeants and lieutenants, 
and I’m wondering: ‘Who’s 
really in charge here as this all 
evolves?’” Lux said.
‘Kill the f***ers’

As CERT team members 
trickled into a visiting room, 
Busboom warned them: Any 
inmates who didn’t cooperate 
likely planned to assault them.

The men incarcerated in the 
Tecumseh prison’s restrictive 
housing unit — including Spen-
cer —  had done this before, 
Busboom told CERT members. 
The 27-year-old had attacked 
staff members at least three 
times while incarcerated at the 
prison and had lit a fire in his 
cell at least once before, accord-
ing to grand jury testimony.

Busboom later said he also 
instructed the responders to 
ensure “no inmate was in dis-
tress, ensure all fires are out, 
and to systematically move all 
involved inmates” to another 
area. 

Some CERT members later 
said they never received those 
instructions — the directive 
was to deal with fires, review-
ers found. 

They concluded that “the 
well-being of inmates was not” 
the team’s “top priority.”

By the time they entered the 
gallery — almost an hour and 
a half after staff had evacuated 
— Spencer’s 8-by-10 cell was so 
smoky they couldn’t see more 
than a couple of inches past the 
door.

The CERT leader that night 
wondered why Tecumseh’s fire 
department wasn’t on scene.

In fact, a local volunteer crew 
had arrived but were denied 
access to the gallery, then sent 
home after an assessment by 
the prison’s safety officer, who 
didn’t enter the unit to make 
that assessment, according to 
the internal review. The safety 
officer later attributed the deci-
sion to Busboom.

Smoke hung in the air and 
water seeped into the hallway 
from under Spencer’s cell door 
as CERT members gathered 
outside it nearly two hours after 
the first sign of smoke.

The team pounded on the 
door of cell B6, demanding that 
its occupant come to his door to 
be restrained.

Spencer didn’t. Staff shot 
pepper balls and Mace-like 
chemical spray through his cell 
door’s hatch.

Some staff reported hearing 
other inmates encouraging 
Spencer to “kill the f***ers.” 

Multiple CERT members later 

said they only heard coughs 
coming from behind the wall of 
smoke.
‘He’s totally unresponsive’

For over 70 minutes, CERT 
members shouted orders and 
fired pepper balls and chemical 
spray into the smoke. Eventual-
ly, they used a small office fan 
to clear the air through Spen-
cer’s door hatch.

They saw the 27-year-old’s 
foot sticking out from under his 
bed and fired pepper balls at 
his ankle through the hatch. He 
didn’t move.

As CERT members entered 
cell B6, smoke poured out of the 
open door. They put restraints 
on Spencer’s body, dragged him 
into the hall and put him on a 
gurney as paper smoldered in 
his soot-covered cell.

“He’s totally unresponsive,” 
one voice can be heard saying 
on footage captured by a hand-
held video camera.

They turned Spencer onto his 
back, his handcuffed wrists be-
tween his body and the gurney. 
They called for medical staff. 
Someone grabbed a defibril-
lator. A nurse started chest 
compressions, then stopped.  

Compressions were interrupt-
ed several more times as staff 
wheeled Spencer to the pris-
on’s emergency room, a review 
noted. The defibrillator droned 
“push harder” — likely because 
Spencer wasn’t on a backboard 
and his hands remained cuffed 
beneath him. 

“His pupils are fixed; he’s 
gone,” a nurse said. 

Officers backed away, and the 
defibrillator delivered a shock. 
It may not have reached Spen-
cer’s heart, the review found, 
because his body was touching 
the metal restraints and wasn’t 
on a hard surface.

The prison nurse left the 
room to call a doctor off-site. 
When she returned, she said the 
doctor had advised they stop 
CPR. 

The doctor declared Spencer 
dead at 9:15 p.m. He later said 
that with more accurate infor-
mation, he would have contin-
ued treatment and had Spencer 
transported to a hospital.

The nurse resigned less than 
two months after Spencer’s 
death.

During the autopsy, a pepper 
ball rolled out of the 27-year-
old’s clothing. State Patrol 
investigators later determined 
staff had fired a total of 25 of 
them, along with six bursts of 
Mace-like spray, into his cell 
that night. 
‘Staff should have gone in 
there’

The conclusion was clear. 
The “confusion,” “chaos” 

and miscommunication the 
night the fires burned “inev-
itably ended up contributing 
to the situation in which Jesse 
Spencer died,” Amy Thompson, 
an investigator with the State 
Patrol, told a grand jury nearly 
a year after Spencer’s death.

But there “was no criminal 
intent, no malice,” Thompson 
added.

The 16-member panel agreed. 
But the jurors raised ques-

tions over how long it took pris-
on staff to pull Spencer from his 
cell — a delay that corrections 
experts said lasted too long.

“There’s just — there’s a 
body in there,” one juror said. 
“I know the guy has caused a 
bunch of problems, but we got 15 

people guarded up there. Go in 
and pull the dude out.”

Jurors weren’t the only ones 
to criticize the response. 

The Department of Correc-
tional Services launched an 
internal investigation.

Shaun Settles, then a war-
den at an Omaha prison and a 
member of the internal review 
team, ultimately told jurors that 
Spencer was responsible for 
his own death. But the review 
scrutinized the staff and their 
decisions that night and ques-
tioned their lack of understand-
ing of “major facility systems” 
and emergency response proce-
dures. 

It criticized the medical 
response. It called staff’s failure 
to remove things blocking cell 
windows and the “fishing poles” 
that inmates use to pass con-
traband “a serious sign of staff 
complacency and lack of good 
day-to-day security.”

It noted staff failed to film 
portions of the response — a 
violation of department policy. 
In at least one instance, video 
of staff shooting pepper balls 
at a restrained inmate didn’t 
match written reports by prison 
staff, which were often brief or 
inaccurate.

Settles and the review team 
issued at least 35 recommenda-
tions, some of which called for 

further staff training on exist-
ing policies and procedures.

The review recommended 
prison leaders create a new pro-
cedure requiring air handlers 
to remain on in case of fires or 
when prison staff use chemical 
agents. 

Whenever possible, the 
prison system should rely on 
emergency responders like the 
trained firefighters sent home 
that night. 

And the review called for de-
partment leadership to develop 
“alternate tactics” for staff to 
enter hazardous areas. Four-
teen staffers stationed “within 
a few feet of Spencer’s door” 
solely relied on chemical agents 
to try to force him out.

In a statement, a spokes-
woman for the Department of 
Correctional Services said the 
prison system “completes a 
thorough after-action review 
following any significant inci-
dent.”

“This review is a stand-alone 
process designed to take a 
critical, structured look at how 
NDCS responded to the inci-
dent to identify problems and 
implement changes to enhance 
safety and security,” Dayne 
Urbanovsky said. “Following 
the after-action review in this 

In May 2024, the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services shared a photo of the Tecumseh prison’s “Prison 
Fellowship Academy” working on an orange-themed garden planted in memory of “our beloved deputy warden, 
Scott Busboom.” “Scott’s favorite color was orange, so members of the academy wanted to tribute this garden to 
him and his dedication to TSCI programs,” it reads. Busboom’s widow blames the department for his death by 
suicide. Photo courtesy of NDCS

See PRISON, Page 8 ▶

Shop at Home!
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Wheeler Central welcomes  
new staff members Ms. Avery 
Olnes, Family 
and Consumer 
Sciences and  
Mrs. Justine 
Smith, English 
grades 8-12. 

Ms. Olnes 
graduated from 
Boone Central 
High School in 
Albion, Nebras-
ka. 

She then 
attended Wayne 
State College graduating with a 
degree in Family and Consum-

Avery
Olnes

Justine
Smith

Bartlett Bits

The Wolfpack junior high ‘A’ team fell to Fullerton 25-13 and 25-
17 last week.

Among the statistical leaders were Victoria Evans with 3 kills, 
Tenley Schindler and Aurora Burke each had 2, Shania Buschow 
added 1. Melissa Stuhr had a team-high 5 set assists.

EPPJ had 6 ace serves in the match, 2 from Cara Romej and 
Harper Evans and 1 each from Schindler and Buschow.

Burke and Schindler tied for the team-high in digs with 3 apiece.
In ‘B’ team action, EPPJ fell to Fullerton. 25-18, 25-27 and 15-7.
Evans and McKenna Sauser each had 2, Burke had 1.
Harper Childers had all 4 of the team’s set assists.
Sauser had eight of the team’s 10 ace serves. Mollie Murphy and 

Burke were cedited with digs in the match.

SPENCER — The Wolfpack 
JV volleyball team defeated 
Boyd County in three sets 
Thursday night.

Playing on the Spartans 
home court, EPPJ won by the 
scores of 25-19, 14-25 and 15-7.

The Wolfpack had 30 kills at 
the net, led by Lillian Moser 
with 13, Aubrie Parks 6, Sydney 
Niewohner 5, Jael Lammers 4 
and Kinley Drueke 2.

Elizabeth Moser had a team-
high 22 set assists. The Wolf-
pack had three ace serves, 2 
by Libby Evans and Elizabeth 
Moser had the other one.

Gentry Zwingman led the 
team in digs (19) and serve 
receive (11).

In earlier action, the EPPJ ‘C’ 
team fell to Boyd County by the 
score of 15-25 and 19-25.

EPPJ managed just 8 kills in 
the match, led by Niewohner 
with 3, Evans and Molly Thies-
sen 2 apiece, Macy Rokahr 
added 1. Sadie Thiessen led the 
team with 8 set assists.

Megan Wright, Kynlee Tillis 

JH netters compete at Fullerton

and Evans all had ace serves.
Kylee Lichtenberg led the 

team in digs with 10 and tied for 
the team high with Evans for 
serve receive (5). Rokahr had 
the team’s only solo block in the 
match.
Earlier action

The Wolfpack JV volleyball 
team picked up another victory 
last week, defeating Fullerton 
in straight sets by the score of 
25-11 and 25-15.

Statistical leaders were Kin-
ley Drueke with 5 kills followed 
by Lillian Moser 4, Aubrie 
Parks 3, Jael Lammers 2 and 
Sydney Niewohner 1.

Elizabeth Moser had a team-
high 6 set assists, Sophia Burke 
added 4.

The team recorded 11 ace 
serves led by Gentry Zwingman 
4, Burke and Libby Evans each 
had 2.

Zwingman led the team in 
digs (11) and serve receive (7).

Earlier, the Wolfpack C team 
defeated Fullerton 25-18 and 
25-11.

Niewohner led the way with 6 
kills followed by Molly Thiessen 
and Evans with 3 apiece, Macy 
Rokahr and Sadie Thiessen 
each had 2 while Burke and 
Kynlee Tillis each had 1.

Leading the team in set as-
sists was S. Thiessen with 12.

The team posted 15 ace 
serves, led by Thiessen with 4, 
Evans and Kylee Lichtenberg 
each had 3 while Megan Wright 
and Niewohner each had 2.

Tops in digs was Burke with 
10. 

Evans was the team leader in 
serve receive with 10.

Wolfpack JVs continue winning ways

er Sciences with a Work Based 
Learning Supplemental En-

dorsement. 
Ms. Olnes’ 

parents are 
Jason and Amy 
Olnes. 

Her siblings 
include an older 
sister Taylor 
Sullivan and  a 
younger brother 
Dalton Olnes.

Avery is 
looking forward 
to  her first year 

of teaching. 
When asked the question 

Shania Buschow of Elgin won the stocker feeder steer class at the Nebraska State Fair held in Grand Island ear-
lier this month. The steer’s name was Joe. Shania is joined in the photo with family and friends who were present 
for the special moment.

Photo submitted

Buschow shows champion steer at State Fair

Review provides Kid Scoops to Elgin schools
The Elgin Review is happy to provide Kid Scoop to Elgin Public and Pope John schools again this year. Each month, students in third through fifth grade 
at the schools receive their own copy of the popular newspaper. Kid Scoop is written to connect its reading, writing, and discovery projects to import-
ant learning standards. Many teachers incorporate Kid Scoop into their lesson plans by subject area and reading development practice. Elgin Review 
co-publishers Dennis and Lynell Morgan are shown presenting Kid Scoops to Pope John Principal Lisa Schumacher (l) and EPS Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus (r).

E/R photos

During a ceremony held last week, Kayton Zwingman (l) and Jaydalynn 
Chessmore (r) were inducted into the Elgin Public School chapter of Na-
tional Honor Society. Congratulations!

National Honor Society inductees
Photo submitted

“What are you looking forward 
to this school year?” 

Her reply was, “I am excited 
to see my students challenge 
themselves and gain confidence 
in new skills that they can use 
both in and out of school.”

Avery is also looking forward 
to marrying her fianceé Bryce 
Kennedy in July 2026.

Mrs. Justine Smith gradu-
ated from Wheeler Central in 
2006. 

She attended Bryan LGH 
College of Health Sciences 
and graduated with a Nursing 
Degree.  

She is currently studying 

with Chadron State College 
toward a Masters Degree in 
Teaching English Language 
Arts.  

Justine’s family include her 
husband Andrew as well as 
children Trey, Adynn, Ridge 
and Weston. 

Justine is looking forward 
to a good school year with the 
students, and helping them be 
more creative.  

She also is excited to be a part 
of Wheeler Central as a first 
year school teacher.

By Greg Tharnish
Special to The Elgin Review

A short budget meeting took 
place yesterday at 8 a.m. with 
the Antelope County Commis-
sioners (ACC) approving the 
budget with no public comments 
for or against. 

County Clerk Lisa Payne 
stated that passage of the budget 
means the tax levy would de-
crease by two cents.

For much of the remainder of 
the meeting the main focus of 
the meeting centered on Weed 
Superintendent Bryan Cornette 
and the Antelope County Weed 
Board (ACWB). 

Two members of the weed 
board were present along with 
Superintendent Cornette, an-

Commissioners approve weed
department budget request

Avery Ann Jarecki, 
daughter of Scott and 
Sydney Jarecki, was born 
August 30, 2025 at Women’s 

Methodist in 
Omaha. 

She 
weighed sev-
en pounds, 
seven ounces 
and was 19 
inches long. 

She is wel-
comed home 
by big sister 
Jade (2). 

Grand-
parents are 

Keith & Diane Schumacher 
of Petersburg and Tom & 
Sheri Jarecki of Lindsay. 

Great grandparents are 
Helen Preusser of Peters-
burg and Ralph & Marlene 
Weeder of Lindsay.

Avery Ann
Jarecki

New Arrivals

It pays to
Advertise!

swering questions about what 
exactly the Weed Department 
does.

A mildly heated discussion 
ensued during the almost 
90-minute meeting between the 
ACC and ACWB concerning op-
erations, communications and 
accountability.

Both boards agreed that 
better communication was 
needed between them and that 
members of each board should, 
on occasion, attend each other’s 
meetings.    

It was decided by the ACC to 
do the following:

• Three vehicles used by 
the Weed Department will be 

No public comments at budget hearing

See COUNTY, Page 8 ▶
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

PROCEEDINGS FROM SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

PROCEEDINGS FROM SEPTEMBER 9, 2025 MEETING
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

September 9th, 2025
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda. Approved 
minutes of the September 2nd, 
2025 BOC meeting.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AMERITAS ex 

22,319.88; ANTELOPE CO TREAS 
ex 700,022.61; APPEARA ex 
35.18; APPLIED CONN TECH ex 
5,609.36; FIRSTNET ut 667.85; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY ut 153.27; 
BLACKBURN MFG ex 52.00; 
BCBS ins 77,710.73; BOB BARKER 
CO ex 149.98; THE BODY WORKS 
ex 65.00; BOMGAARS ex 208.45; 
DEBORAH BRANSTITER ex 34.00; 
CASEYS ex 119.31; CITY OF NEL-
IGH ut 2,552.80; CITY OF NEL-
IGH-RECY ut 1,000.00; CLEARFLY 
ut 158.75; CLERK OF THE DIST 
COURT ex 101.00; COLDTYPE 
PUBLISHING ex 258.17; JUDITH 
COLE ps 10.00; COLONIAL LIFE 
ins 108.40; CUBBYS ex 1,029.14; 
DAS STATE ACCTG ex 1,632.95; 
DEANS MARKET ex 307.47; DIST 
COURT - WITNESS FEES ex 
2,271.00; DIST  COURT CR24-13 
ex 4,782.00; DUSTYS ex 340.31; 
EAKES OFC SOL ex 271.49; 
ELITE COURT REPORTING SVC 
ex 685.13; ELITE OFC PRODS 
ex 436.33; EWALT LAW OFC ex 
2,907.00; FED W/H tax 13,478.20; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS ins 
4,238.89; FLOOR MAINTENANCE 
ex 130.61; GREAT PLAINS COMM 
ut 309.17; DARRELL HAMILTON 
ps 11.00; HELENA AGRI-ENT ex 
3,948.40; IOWA PRISON IND 
ex 179.20; JACKS UNIFORMS & 
EQUIP ex 644.72; KLEIN LAW 
OFC ex 312.50; LAWNS R US ex 
721.00; LIBERTY NATL ins 87.19; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 131.89; 
MICROFILM IMAGING SYSTEMS 
ex 76.00; DUANE MILLER ps 
12.00; MIPS ex 3,244.04; ANGE-
LA MORTENSEN ex 25.03; KEL-
LY MUELLER-OLTJENBRUNS ex 
19.50; NACO ex 200.00; NATL INS 
SVC ins 58.50; NEBR DEPT OF 
REV tax 6,332.24; NEBR HEALTH 
& HUMAN SVCS ex 93.00; NEL-
IGH COMMUNITY CENTER ex 
498.00; NELIGH POSTMASTER 
ex 198.00; VSP - NACO VISION 
ins 544.57; NCPPD ut 81.53; NE 
NEBR HEATING & AIR ex 4,437.90; 
OLD MILL SALES & REPAIRS ex 
200.00; PAMELA SLAYMAKER 
ex 11.33; LISA PAYNE ex 446.76; 
PETTY CASH (CO DIST COURT) 
ex 197.31; PIERCE CO SHRF ex 
216.20; PINNACLE BANK ex 
228.41; PITZER DIGITAL ex 300.32; 
QUILL CORP ex 474.43; REVCO 
SOL garn 481.02; JANICE RID-
DER ps 10.00; RODEWAY INN & 
SUITES ex 190.78; SANNE REPAIR 
ex 194.37; MARLENE SCHINDLER 
ex 71.46; CAROLINE SIEMS ps 
25.00; WEX BANK ex 911.49; SOC 
SEC 29,642.54; STEALTH BROAD-
BAND ut 1,141.28; THRIFTWAY 
ex 6.98; TRUSTMARK ins 243.67; 
MUTUAL OF OMAHA ins 1,181.23; 
UNIV OF NEBR-LINCOLN ex 
160.02; WASHINGTON NATL INS 
ins 285.92; WESTERN OIL II ex 
554.50; 319 GRAPHICS ex 255.00; 

JONNY DODGE ex 357.45; PAY-
ROLL 149,213.96 ;

Road/Bridge: AG & INDUS-
TRIAL EQUIP ex 31.50; AKRS ex 
129.44; AMERITAS ins 12,171.06; 
AMH ex 427.00; APPEARA ex 
100.54; FIRSTNET ut 141.15; B’S 
ENT ex 50,954.00; BANK OF EL-
GIN ex 28,189.46; BAR U FARMS 
ex 3,715.95; BAZILE AGGREGATE 
ex 19,206.12; BLACK HILLS ENER-
GY ut 308.20; BCBS ins 56,955.79; 
BOMGAARS ex 1,085.84; CINTAS 
ex 10.81; CITY OF NELIGH ut 13.00; 
COLONIAL LIFE ins 409.83; CO-
LONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL 
COR ex 847.30; CONSTELLATION 
ut 14.03; CORNHUSKER INTER-
NATL TRUCK ex 1,507.54; CUBBYS 
ex 885.91; DINKEL IMPLEMENT 
ex 1,216.92  ; DUSTYS ex 160.84; 
ERPPD ut 482.87; EMME SAND 
& GRAVEL ex 14,345.11; FARM-
ERS PRIDE ex 28,921.73; FED 
W/H tax 7,613.28; FIRST CON-
CORD BENEFITS ins 2,615.69; 
FRONTIER COMM ex 655.62; 
GI TRAILER ex 845.81; GREAT 
PLAINS COMM ut 345.61; TOM 
HENN ex 250.00; ISLAND SUP-
PLY WELDING CO ex 228.16; JOEL 
SINCLAIR ex 37,304.60; JEBRO 
ex 73,248.00; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP ex 34,460.00; DUANE 
JONES ex 133.85; KAYTON IN-
TERNATL ex 1,226.32; LAZY T ex 
30.00; LIBERTY NATL ins 154.27; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 61.26; 
MATTEO SAND & GRAVEL ex 
9,924.60; MEDICAL ENT ex 72.00 ; 
MIDWEST INFRASTRUCTURE 
ex 196,182.44; MURPHY TRAC-
TOR ex 136.56; NATL INS SVC ins 
56.75; NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 
3,459.01; NPPD ut 184.58; NEL-
IGH AUTO & MACHINE ex 18.18; 
VSP - NACO VISION ins 417.21; 
NMC EXCHANGE ex 2,167.78; 
NCPPD ut 572.18; NORTHEAST 
GLASS ex 743.00; NNTC ut 77.48; 
OLD MILL SALES & REPAIRS ex 
21,240.00; LISA PAYNE ex 970.00; 
PLATTE VALLEY COMMS ex 
915.80; CEG MIDWAY HOLD-
INGS ex 8,704.00; QUICK SERVE 
ex 283.49; RAZOR TRACKING ex 

1,025.00; ROYAL ONE STOP ex 
514.07; SAPP BROTHER PETRO 
ex 4,399.59; SCHLECHT TRUCK-
ING ex 2,556.54; WEX BANK ex 
822.19; SOC SEC 17,214.38; SPEN-
CER QUARRIES ex 4,644.63; 
SPUD TRUCKING ex 78,178.92; 
STEALTH BROADBAND ut 95.59; 
TRUSTMARK ins 340.19; MUTUAL 
OF OMAHA ins 903.98; TWO RIV-
ERS AUTO PARTS ex 952.13; VIL-
LAGE OF BRUNSWICK ut 54.50; 
VILLAGE OF ORCHARD ut 82.80; 
WASHINGTON NATL INS ins 
99.60  ; WESTERN OIL II ex 57.23; 
WILLOW CREEK SAND & GRAVEL 
ex 8,733.00; PAYROLL 87169.20 ;

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
361.20; 

Veterans Aid: ANTELOPE CO 
VETERANS SVC OFC ex 1,125.00;

Law Enforcement: BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 303.59; 
BOMGAARS ex 49.33; BOYDS 
ELECTRICAL SVC ex 1,121.16; 
CASH-WA DISTR ex 2,284.31; 
CITY OF NELIGH ut 2,437.97; 
CORNHUSKER STATE IND ex 
3,916.00; CULLIGAN ex 79.00; HI-
LAND DAIRY ex 451.00; LAZY T ex 
2,500.00; MERIT MECHANICAL 
ex 2,330.00; PINNACLE BANK ex 
17.52; THRIFTWAY ex 1,070.60; 
TRANE U S ex 1,837.25; HILLTOP 
COMMUNITY PHARMACY ex 
39.67; 

Commissary: CASH-WA DISTR 
ex 206.62; CHARM-TEX ex 106.80; 
COMBINED PUBLIC COMMS ex 
500.00; CUBBYS ex 66.64; KEEFE 
SUPPLY ex 803.16; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 566.13; 

Building: NE NEBR HEATING 
& AIR ex 7,613.00; PRAIRIE VIEW 
ROOFING ex 1,659.00.

Reviewed budget. Discussion. 
Decreased budget asking.

Tabled decision on Platte Valley 
for more information.

Public comment. Correspon-
dence was reviewed. Sheriffs Fee 
Report, Clerk of the District Court 
Report, Treasurer’s Fund Balance 
Report, Miscellaneous Revenue 
Report, Treasurer’s Sweep Ac-
count Statement.

Discussion with Weed Superin-
tendent regarding budget.

Zoning Administrator report 
was heard. Permit report, approved 
two (2) administrative plats.

Delinquent Tax Report. Ap-
proved County Attorney to begin 
foreclosure activity on two parcels.

Approved Assessor’s Contract 
for County Wide Imaging pending 
three (3) quotes.

Temporary Road Use agree-
ments and resolution were ap-
proved. 

Road Superintendent Report.  
Approved six (6) oversize permits.

Meeting Adjourned.	
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: September 17, 2025
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ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD
September Regular Meeting

EPS Board Room
September 10, 2025 7:00PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the Regular September Board 
Meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  Board 
members present were Ron Bode, 
Steve Busteed, Todd Heithoff, Eric 
Beckman, and Lisa Welding. Luke 
Hinkle was Absent.  Also, present 
was Superintendent Mike Brock-
haus and Principal Greg Wemhoff.

Ron Bode motioned, Steve Bust-
eed seconded to excuse Luke Hin-
kle from the meeting. Motion car-
ried, Vote 5-0.

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice Pol-
icy #204.07. Posting was done on 
the High School building window 
and post office bulletin board.

Eric Beckman motioned, and 
Ron Bode second to approve the 
Consent Agenda: #5- Minutes of 
Previous Meeting, #6- Adopt the 
Agenda, #7- Financial Report, #8- 
Board Bills. Vote 5-0, motion car-
ried.

AKRS Equipment, Maintenance, 
$236.70; Amazon, $1,390.11; Ap-
peara, Maintenance, $391.61; Ap-
plied Connective Technologies, 
Business Expense, $156.00, Busi-
ness Expense, $2,114.50, Mainte-
nance, $2,116.40, Maintenance, 
$4,100.00, Maintenance, $175.00; 
Bishop Business, business Ex-
pense, $144.45; Black Hills Energy, 
Maintenance, $729.63; Bomgaars, 
maintenance, $64.79; Boone Co. 
Health Center, Transportation, 
$110.00; Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
Maintenance, $100.00; Carhart 
Lumber, Maintenance, $47.98; 
CEV Multimedia, Instru Expense, 
$1,500.00; Computer Hardware, 
Instru Expense, $121.50; Coole 
School, Instru Expense, $95.44; 
COR Therapeutic, Title IV Expense, 
$1,100.00; Cornhusker Intl., Trans-
portation, $2,365.14; Dean’s Mar-
ket, Maintenance, $65.13, Instru 
Expense, $265.79; D&L Towing, 
Transportation, $1,025.00; Eakes, 
Maintenance, $2,130.97; edmen-
tum, Instru Expense, $2,582.54; 
ESU #8, Instru Expense, $230.00; 
Elgin One Stop, Transportation, 
$1,076.21; Elgin Hardware, Main-
tenance, $775.35, Instru Expense, 
$219.97; Elkhorn RPPD, Mainte-
nance, $4,065.57; Great America 
Financial Svcs, business Expense, 
$944.59; Great Plains Communi-
cation, business Expense, $343.72; 
Island Supply, Instru Expense, 
$653.94; journeyEd, Instru Ex-
pense, $1,245.60; KSB School 
Law, Instru Expense, $115.50; 
Lexia Learning, Title IIA Expense, 
$5,586.00; Lumos Learning, Instru 
Expense, $2,097.73; McGraw-HIll, 
Instru Expense, $734.34; Mys-
tery Science, Instru Expense, 
$2,990.00; NASB, Board Expense, 
$267.00, Admin Expense, $89.00, 
business Expense, $130.00; NCSA, 
Admin Expense, $240.00; Nor-
folk Daily News, Instru Expense, 
$215.00; Olson’s Pest Technicians, 

Maintenance, $144.00; OneSource, 
business Expense, $66.00; O’Neill 
Shopper, Board Expense, $50.00; 
Protex, Maintenance, $732.22; 
Sands Truck Service, Transporta-
tion, $1,219.67; School Specialty, 
Instru Expense, $233.70; Speed 
Services, Maintenance, $2,380.54; 
Student Assurance Services, 
Business Expense, $500.00; 
Teacher Synergy, Instru Expense, 
$1,000.00; Teaching Strategies, 
Instru Expense, $457.30; Themes 
& Variations, Instru Expense, 
$200.00; TMS, Business Expense, 
$77.25; University of NE- Lincoln, 
HAL Expense, $186.00; US Bank, 
$4,670.61; Verizon Wireless, Busi-
ness Expense, $65.08; Wage-
Works, Instru Expense, $139.25; 
West Music, Instru Expense, 
$1,349.80; End of August Bills; ESU 
#8, SpEd Expense, $132,482.16; GO 
Physical Therapy, SpEd Expense, 
$420.85 

Total Board Bills: $191,522.63 
Payroll: $260,560.70 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$452,083.33 
No visitors were present. 
Wolfpack committee met previ-

ously and discussed uniform rota-
tion. Also, discussed the Wolfpack 
passes and Wolfpack activities. 

In the Principal’s report, Mr. 
Wemhoff gave an update on the 
start of school and the start of fall 
activities.

In the Superintendent’s report, 
Mr. Brockhaus gave an update on 
the cement work being done by the 
bus barn. Also commented on the 
Joint Public Hearing that is sched-
uled for Thursday, September 18 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Antelope County 
Courthouse.  Mr. Brockhaus also 
mentioned that the Americanism 
Committee will hold a meeting in 
November. 

In action items, Todd Heithoff 
motioned, Steve Busteed sec-
onded to approve the transfer of 
$5,000 to the Wolfpack Fund. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

Bode motioned to approve the 
coop of the Wolfpack Activities 
for the 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 
school years. Beckman seconded. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Action was previously taken in 
September of 2024 to approve the 
Elgin Education Association as the 
exclusive bargaining unit for the 
2027-2028 contract year. 

In Discussion items, the date 
and time for the Budget Hearing 
was set for Monday, September 
22nd at 7:00 a.m. in EPS Board 
Room.

Busteed motioned to adjourn 
the meeting, Heithoff second.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.  Meeting ad-
journed at 7:33 p.m.

The next regular meeting will 
be October 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Board Room at Elgin Public 
School.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
--This is a draft copy and does not 
become official Elgin Public Board 
minutes until approved at the next 
regular or advertised meeting.
PUBLISH: September 17, 2025
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stage so much.  Not enough to have another, mind you, but still 
wanting to scratch an itch I didn’t realize I had.  It’s nice to get that 
baby fix and then go home and sleep through the night.

I think it’s ok to miss the things that are no longer but also enjoy 
what we do have.  Our conversations are deeper, the love is still 
there, but the experiences are just different.  I don’t want to live in 
the past but truly be in the present.  If you have younger children, 
hold them tight.  Everyone says it, but it truly does go by fast.
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matter, independent investi-
gations were conducted, staff 
members were held accountable 
as necessary, and NDCS ad-
justed policies, procedures and 
protocols. All recommendations 
from the after-action review 
have been completed.”
‘It crushed his very soul’

The night before Busboom 
took his own life, his widow 
had sent him a text. She was at 
home, hours away in the Colora-
do mountain town she moved to 
in 2020 amid the strain she said 
Busboom’s job had placed on 
their marriage. 

A snowstorm was rolling 
across the Rockies and threat-
ening to disrupt their normal 
Wednesday night phone call.

“And he said, ‘Yeah, OK.’ 
That’s the thing I heard last 
from him,” Tiedeman recalled. 
“And then the next day, the 
sheriff was out here at my 
door.”

A friend found Busboom dead 
on his acreage that morning. He 
was taking antidepressants, had 
been dealing with pain from a 
recent knee surgery and “was 

going to be getting in trouble at 
work,” an autopsy report noted.

Busboom was not among the 
staffers Settles and a team of 
corrections leaders recommend-
ed for review after Spencer’s 
death. 

In a section titled “Things 
done well,” they noted Bus-
boom’s decision to voluntarily 
respond to the prison. But in 
the charges Tiedeman found a 
month after Busboom’s death, 
higher-ups accused him of vio-
lating fire safety, ethics, use-of-
force and emergency prepared-
ness policies. 

They accused Busboom of 
never formally taking command 
of the incident that night but 
later giving orders to respond-
ing staff members, according to 
the charges.

They had scheduled a pre-dis-
ciplinary hearing for March 
8, 2024, at the department’s 
central office in Lincoln. 

Five days later, he put on his 
work clothes, tossed his work 
phone into a pan of water, drove 
in his truck down the road on 
his property and shot himself, 
Tiedeman said. He did not leave 

a note.
His widow calls it “murder by 

suicide.”
In their review, corrections 

officials did not assign blame. 
They scrutinized at least seven 
staff members, though it’s 
unclear how many faced dis-
cipline. At least two no longer 
work for the state. The prison’s 
warden was reassigned.

A year after her husband’s 
death, Tiedeman took out an ad 
in the newspaper, accusing the 
prison system of using her hus-
band as a “scapegoat” for what 
happened that night.

“The Department needed 
someone to blame,” the ad read.

They chose Busboom, his 
widow wrote.

She is still grappling with 
whether the deputy warden 
blamed himself.

“And that’s what I don’t un-
derstand, either, because we’ve 
always discussed that,” she 
said. “How can you feel guilty 
if you know you did the right 
thing?”

This story is a joint investiga-
tion by the Flatwater Free Press 

and Lincoln Journal Star.

 ◀ FROM Page 6

Prison

equipped with GPS tracking de-
vices to ensure accountability 

• Cornette will be asked to 
attend and give a short report 
at each ACC meeting going 
forward with appropriate doc-
umentation on current opera-
tions regarding noxious weeds 
in the county

• Cornette will meet with 
Road Superintendent Leigh 
Kluthe on future road projects 
where weed control could be-
come an issue. 

The Weed Department’s 
budget ($103,900) will remain 
the same.

 ◀ FROM Page 7
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The answer to our problems
won’t come from man

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Spinning Tales

Every week, in this space, I 
pen my thoughts. Whether it be 
boasting about our high school 
heroes or celebrating the many 
good deeds which make rural 
America a great place to live 
and raise a family.

It’s not uncommon to get feed-
back from the Review’s readers 
about what I have written. They 
find reasons to smile, and some-
times my words raise their ire. 
Columnists accept that as part 
of the job. 

Yet, there are weeks when 
the words don’t flow. It becomes 
difficult to put thoughts into 
words because I just can’t make 
sense of how we got to where we 
are today.

On a college campus some-
where in Utah that I didn’t 
know existed, an event has 
taken place which none of us 
can hide our eyes from, we can’t 
help but think of what took 
place and how it will shape our 
future thoughts and the direc-
tion of our country.

I’m referring to the shooting 
death of Charlie Kirk, gunned 
down by a 22-year-old male 
from atop the roof of a building 
no more than 200 yards from 
where Kirk was seated. One 
shot befell Kirk. He was pro-
nounced dead not long thereaf-
ter, leaving behind a widow and 
two young children.

Before the events of last 
week, I vaguely knew who 
Kirk was, a man going around 
the world touting a different 
way to live, a message to a 
world drifting into madness. 
A christian willing to take his 
message to places where his 
views were questioned by some 
and despised by many. Yet, what 
he found was an increasing 
number of young people open to 
a new life through Jesus Christ 
- a life of faith and family.

No less than two days after 
his death, in a manhunt which 
many follow for every kernel 
of news they can find, a father 
turns his son in to law enforce-
ment officials. The manhunt is 
over. We now know who killed 

Kirk, we don’t know why.
That’s the background for the 

words to follow. These words 
are mine alone. You may agree, 
you may disagree. That’s your 
right. It’s known as free speech. 
But I draw a line on posts on 
social media celebrating death. 
Those who have no shame are 
no longer my friends. 

Somehow, we’ve come to 
a point in time where civil 
discourse seemingly no longer 
exists. We are now in a place 
where, if you don’t think the 
right way, debate and discus-
sion are no longer necessary. 
The bullet has become the great 
equalizer. The bullet, fired in 
anger, has become justified. 
Kirk was beginning an event 
like many other times before. 
Barely begun, a shot rang out 
and he was hit in the neck. The 
bullet erased a viewpoint the 
shooter would not tolerate.

Months before, on the cam-
paign trail, former President 
Trump was shot in Butler, Penn-
sylvania only to survive. An-
other attempt was made while 
Trump was on a golf course in 
Florida only to be thwarted.

I do believe there is an ele-
ment in this country who truly 
believe the bullet is now the best 
way to pursue their agenda.

It’s tearing our country 
apart to the point I wonder if 
we all wouldn’t be better off 
if we divided the country in 
two - conservatives on one side, 
progressives on the other. I say 
that jokingly, but in a sense it’s 
already happened. Rural Amer-
ica is far different than urban 
America. 

It’s not just politics. Schools 
are another place where bullets 
have torn apart families and 
communities. Mall shootings 
make headlines every now and 
then. Some of the biggest acts 
of violence involving shooters 
have never been resolved. 

This col-
umn is not 
about being 
anti-gun. 
The gun is 
just the tool 
sick-minded 
citizens use 
to act out 
their rage. 
Violence is 
part of ev-
ery day life 
in parts of 
our country. 

People 
in their 
right mind 
don’t assassinate leaders, 
don’t shoot children, don’t stab 
strangers on commuter trains. 
Sick minds, whether caused by 
drugs or something else, have 
created people who when they 
snap, create an environment 
where neither you nor I are 
safe. Somehow, some way, we 
have to find a way to step away 
from the madness. Kirk offered 
such a way and he was gunned 
down for it, silenced.

Throwing money at social 
problems won’t solve the prob-
lem. Hasn’t worked in the past, 
won’t work today or tomorrow. 
Can we all agree on that?

The answer to our national 
shame won’t come from man, 
but from Heaven above.

Jake Eischeid claimed the 
top prize last week in the Elgin 
Review Football Contest.

He and Gale Mahnke tied 
for the top spot, each missing 
five games. In the tiebreaker, 
Eischeid’s guess of 551 total 
yards between Nebraska and 
Houston Christian was the 
closest without going over to the 
actual figure of 714. Mahnke 
guessed 799.

Eischeid will receive the 
top prize of $20 in Elgin Bucks 
while Mahnke will receive the 
$10 runner-up prize.

Results of the games were:
West Virginia over Pitt
USC over Purdue
Vanderbilt over South Caro-

lina
EPPJ over CWC
LSU over Florida
Miami over South Florida
Georgia Tech over Miami
Georgia over Tennessee
Texas A&M over Notre Dame
Utah over Wyoming
Arizona over Kansas State
Utah State over Air Force
Nebraska over Houston 

Christian
Ole Miss over Arkansas
Houston over Colorado
Stanford over Boston College
Texas Tech over Oregon State
Alabama over Wisconsin

Eischeid claims
top spot in

football contest
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BUTTE — Sophomore Matthew Kerkman posted a school 
record time in the boys cross country race held here Thurs-
day afternoon.

He circled the 5000 meter course breaking the 20-minute 
mark, finishing with a time of 19:57.

He placed ninth in the race, securing his first medal of 
the season.

Winning the race was Boyd County runner Will Nelson. 
A senior, Nelson circled his home course in a time of 18:15, 
19 seconds better than second place finisher Nate Frick of 
North Central.

BARTLETT — Wolfpack size and 
strength proved to be too much for 
Chambers/Wheeler Central to over 
come Friday night.

EPPJ rushed for over 200 yards 
Friday night. That, plus a defense 
which kept the Renegades out of the 
endzone in the second half, lifted the 
Wolfpack to a 42 to 12 victory. Wolfpack 
junior Gavin Kallhoff scored three 
touchdowns and senior tailback Grady 
Drueke rushed for over 150 yards on 30 
carries as EPPJ wore down the Ren-
egades. Among the standout perfor-
mances on the field were:

• Kallhoff scoring on touchdown 
runs of four, three and seven yards.

• Karson Kallhoff throwing just four 
passes, connecting on two to Landyn 
Veik. Veik’s first reception resulted 
in a 23-yard touchdown in the second 
quarter to give EPPJ the lead which 
they would never relinquish.

• The Wolfpack defense stepped up in 
the absence of Jarek Erickson who did 
not return to the game after an injury 
in the first half. The defense shutout 
the Renegades for the final 31 minutes 
of the game. Joseph McNally came off 
the bench to turn in a sterling perfor-
mance on defense, breaking up three 
passes. Teammate Evin Pelster tied 
for the team high in tackles, with Veik, 
with seven tackles.

• Sophomore Max Henn made one of 
the biggest plays on defense, forcing a 
fumble which Trey Rittscher recovered 
to thwart a Renegades’ drive in the 
second half. The defense surrendered 
just one touchdown in the game (CWC’s 
other touchdown came on a kickoff 
return).

“They (CWC) have a reputation for 
being physical and we challenged our 
kids to come out and run the ball. It’s 
up to you how this game goes,” Co-
Coach Nick Heithoff said.

The offensive line, led by senior Trey 
Rittscher, Justice Blecher and Jayvin 
Erickson opened up holes which EPPJ 
running backs ran through to win the 
game.

“I told the line it’s up to you guys to 
win this game,” Co-Coach Matt Euse 
said. “All the skill players ran well 
and Karson hit some nice passes, but I 
think the offensive line won this game 
for us.”

It was in the second half where the 
Wolfpack truly asserted their will over 
the Renegades.

“That’s exactly what we talked 
about during our third quarter break. 

We decided to run the same play until 
CWC showed they could stop it. Grady 
did a great job putting his head down, 
getting the yards we needed. Gavin, at 
our fullback spot, and the line, played 
amazing. They dominated,” Heithoff 
said.

Rittscher said the linemen have been 
working hard to get more physical af-
ter the season-opening loss to Burwell.

“We knew we could do a lot better,” 
he said about the line. “Still, it’s a team 
game. We can make holes open, but it’s 
the backs job to see the field, see the 
opening and go for it.”

The Wolfpack, now 2-1, will face 
North Central on Friday, Sept. 19 at 
Elgin Field. Kickoff will be at 2 p.m.

EPPJ 42, CWC 12
Wolfpack……………………8  12  0  22 — 42
Renegades…………………6   6   0   0 — 12
EPPJ — Gavin Kallhoff 4 run (G. Kallhoff 
run)
CWC — Trey Blackmore 3 run (PAT failed)
EPPJ — Karson Kallhoff 23 pass to Landyn 
Veik (PAT failed)
CWC — Blackmore 79 kickoff return (PAT 
failed)
EPPJ — G. Kallhoff 3 run (PAT failed)
EPPJ — G. Kallhoff 7 run (Drueke run)
EPPJ — Drueke 20 run (K. Kallhoff pass 
to Veik)
EPPJ — Evin Pelster 30 run (PAT failed)
Team Stats	 EPPJ		  CWC
Rushing		 47/211		  22/64
Passing		 2//4/0		  8/20/0
Passing Yds	   65	   	   119
Total Off.	  276	   	   183
Fumbles/Lost	   0/0	   	    3/1
Individual Stats
Passing (Att/Comp/Int —  Yds) — Karson 
Kallhoff 2/4/0 — 65. CWC: Michael Jesse 
8/20/0 — 119
Rushing (Att/Yds) — Michael Selting 2/2, 
Joseph McNally 1/2, Karson Kallhoff 5/-4, 
Grady Drueke 30/153, Gavin Kallhoff 6/19, 
Evin Pelster 3/39. CWC: Michael Jesse 
5/38
Receiving (#/Yds) — Landyn Veik 2/65. 
CWC: Trey Blackmore 5/58
Tackles (Solo/Ast) — Joseph McNally 3/0, 
Grady Drueke 0/3, Braedon Hinkle 0/1, 
Max Henn 2/1, Jarek Erickson 5/0, Landyn 
Veik 3/4, Gavin Kallhoff 3/2, Evin Pelster 
4/3, Trey Rittscher 2/1, Raaf Klein 0/1, 
Justice Blecher 3/0, Jayvin Erickson 0/1. 
CWC: Daniel Kluver 7/4
Tackles for loss — Max Henn 1, Jarek Er-
ickson 2, Landyn Veik 1, Justice Blecher 1. 
CWC: Michael Jesse 1
Quarterback sacks — Max Henn 1. CWC: 
Michael Jesse 1
Fumble recoveries — Trey Rittscher 1.

ELGIN — Hosting a double trian-
gular on Tuesday night, Sept. 9, Elgin 
Public-Pope John won both of their 
matches. Facing Summerland in the 
first match of the evening, they swept 
the Bobcats 25-18 and 25-13. The young 
Wolfpack’s court coverage was strong 
throughout the match as the team reg-
istered only four dig errors. 

As a result, they were able to get 
into a rhythm on offense. The Wolf-
pack made their attacks count as they 
recorded 18 kills over two sets. Camry 
Kittelson had a big night against the 
Bobcats with 11 kills. She was one of 

six Wolfpack players to have kills in 
the match.

“We’re just a very balanced team 
this year,” Coach Jordynn Luettel 
said after the match. We have about 
five girls that are almost even in kills. 
That’s hard when you’re trying to 
scout us, when you’re trying to pick 
who to key in on … We have a solid 
amount of hitters that are coming up 
big and all of them are contributing.”

In the night cap, the Wolfpack won a 
tight first set then rolled to a 25-22, 25-
16 victory over Niobrara-Verdigre. 

Tied 19-all in the first set, the Wolf-

Kerkman sets new EPPJ record at BC Invite Thursday

Sophomore Wolfpack runner Matthew Kerkman gets cooled off by his father Steve while mother Becky offers encouragement at the 
Neligh-Oakdale Invite. On Thursday at the Boyd County Invite, Kerkman set a new school record.

E-R photo/LMorgan

Girls Division
Samantha Stuhr claimed her first medal of the season, 

finishing  13th. 
The junior posted a time of 25:55. Placing 16th in the field 

was Wolfpack senior Jovie Borer. She recorded a time of 
27:40.

Winning the girls division was Delani Runnels of Niobr-
ara-Verdigre. She finished in a time of 21:11.
Neligh-Oakdale Invite

Official results were not available from Coach Tiffany 
Moser at press time. They will be in next week’s paper.

EPPJ spikes Summerland, N-V at double triangular
pack closed out the set with a six-to-
four run.

Freshman Lillian Moser had an over 
pass kill to spark the run. The Wolf-
pack then closed out the set with kills 
from Kittelson, Braelyn Martinsen 
and Mady Kurpgeweit. In Set #2, EPPJ 
led 10 to nine, then scored seven of the 
next eight points. Senior Tessa Barlow 
had three ace serves in the run. EPPJ 
then closed out the match scoring six 
of the final seven points.

EPPJ 2, Niobrara/Verdigre 0
Cougars………………………………....22  16
Wolfpack………………………………...25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kittelson 
11/19/3, Kayton Zwingman 6/15/3, Braelyn 
Martinsen 6/16/3, Mady Kurpgeweit 5/10/3, 
Jael Lammers 4/12/4, Lillian Moser 1/2/1. 
Team totals: 18/50/12
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 3/8, Kit-
telson 1/9, Gentry Zwingman 0/6, Brooke 
Kinney 1/9, Martinsen 1/12, Elizabeth Mos-
er 0/5. Team totals: 6/49
Blocks (BS/BA) — K. Zwingman 1/0, Kurp-
geweit 2/0, L. Moser 2/0. Team totals: 5/0
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 1/0, Kittelson 6/0, G. 
Zwingman 3/0, Kinney 8/3, Martinsen 3/0, 
Kurpgeweit 0/1, Lammers 2/0, L. Moser 
2/0, E. Moser 1/0. Team totals: 21/4
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Kittelson 12/30/1, G. 
Zwingman 1/1/0, Kinney 1/4/0, Martinsen 
0/1/0, E. Moser 5/17/0. Team totals: 13/35/1
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittelson 1/0, G. 
Zwingman 3/0, Kinney 13/1, Martinsen 8/0, 
Lammers 4/1, E. Moser 1/0. Team totals: 
26/1

EPPJ 2, Summerland 0
Bobcats…………………………………..18  13
Wolfpack………………………………...25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kittelson 
8/14/3, Kayton Zwingman 6/12/1, Braelyn 
Martinsen 5/10/2, Mady Kurpgeweit 4/10/2, 
Jael Lammers 2/8/1, Lillian Moser 0/1/0. 
Team totals: 25/55/9
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 3/20, Kit-
telson 0/3, Gentry Zwingman 0/10, Brooke 
Kinney 0/7, Martinsen 1/6, Elizabeth Moser 
1/12. Team totals: 5/48
Blocks (BS/BA) — K. Zwingman 2/0, Kurp-
geweit 3/0. Team totals: 5/0
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 1/0, Kittelson 3/0, 
G. Zwingman 6/0, Kinney 12/3, Martinsen 
3/1, Kurpgeweit 0/1, Sophia Burke 1/0, E. 
Moser 1/1. Team totals: 27/6
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 6/17/0, 
G. Zwingman 1/1/0, Kinney 1/6/1, Martin-
sen 1/1/0, E. Moser 15/30/1. Team totals: 
24/55/2
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittelson 1/1, G. 
Zwingman 1/0, Kinney 6/2, K. Zwingman 
1/0, Martinsen 10/1, Lammers 2/2. Team 
totals: 21/6

All eyes were on Braelyn Martinsen hitting at the net during action against Summerland. 
Teammates looking on were Brooke Kinney, Lillian Moser, Elizabeth Moser and Camry 
Kittelson.

E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ crush CWC 42 to 12
Gavin Kallhoff (25), with big blocks, helped Grady Drueke (8) rush for 153 yards on 30 
carries.

E-R photo/DMorgan
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HOWELLS — Entering the 
Howells-Dodge with an unbeat-
en record, Elgin Public-Pope 
John won two of three matches 
Saturday.

The Wolfpack posted vic-
tories over Wynot and Ban-
croft-Rosalie. 

Wynot did what few teams 
have been able to do prior to 
Saturday, win a set against the 
Wolfpack.

EPPj opened the match with 
a 25-16 victory, only to see the 
Blue Devils come back and win 
the second set 25-20. However, 
when it mattered most, the 
young Wolfpack came back to 
win the decisive third set 25-22.

Leading the way for the Wolf-
pack was junior Braelyn Mar-
tinsen who came through with 
12 kills on 31 swings, teammate 
Mady Kurpgeweit had eight 
kills on 16 swings. The duo of 
Camry Kittelson and Elizabeth 
Moser combined for 34 set as-
sists. Kittelson led the way with 
20. Brooke Kinney led the team 
in digs with 17, one more than 
Martinsen.

Their second victory at the 
tournament came in their last 
match as they swept Ban-

EPPJ top Wynot, Bancroft-Rosalie at H-D Tournament Saturday
croft-Rosalie 25-22 and 25-23. 
Both sets were close but the 
Wolfpack found a way to win 
the big points to earn the vic-
tory.

The Wolfpack had a balanced 
attack as four players had five 
or more kills at the net, led by 
Kurpgeweit with seven, Kittel-
son had six. On defense, Lillian 
Moser had two solo blocks. 
EPPJ had six ace serves in the 
match.

They tasted defeat for the 
first time this season when they 
were swept by Howells-Dodge.

Playing on their home court, 
the Jaguars swept the Wolfpack 
in the second match of the day 
for both teams.

EPPJ 2, Wynot 1
Blue Devils………………..16  25  22
Wolfpack…………………..25  20  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kit-
telson 6/26/7, Kayton Zwingman 
2/10/2, Braelyn Martinsen 12/31/3, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 8/16/1, Jael Lam-
mers 6/19/4, Lillian Moser 4/12/2, 
Elizabeth Moser 0/1/0. Team totals: 
38/118/19
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/12, Kittelson 0/12, Gentry Zwing-
man 0/14, Brooke Kinney 0/8, Mar-
tinsen 1/9, E. Moser 1/15. Team 

totals: 2/70
Blocks (BS/BA) — K. Zwingman 
2/0, Martinsen 1/0, Kurpgeweit 3/0, 
Lammers 3/0. Team totals: 9/0
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 2/0, Kittel-
son 7/2, G. Zwingman 6/3, Kinney 
17/6, K. Zwingman 1/1, Martinsen 
16/5, Kurpgeweit 5/0, Lammers 4/1, 
L. Moser 3/1, E. Moser 6/3. Team 
totals: 67/22
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
20/29/1, G. Zwingman 1/3/0, Kin-
ney 2/8/0, K. Zwingman 1/2/0, 
Martinsen 0/1/0, E. Moser 14/48/1. 
Team totals: 38/90/2
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittel-
son 1/0, G. Zwingman 9/1, Kinney 
29/8, Martinsen 8/0. Team totals: 
47/9

EPPJ 2, Bancroft-Rosalie 0
Panthers ………………………22  23
Wolfpack………………………25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kit-
telson 6/16/2, Kayton Zwingman 
5/12/0, Braelyn Martinsen 5/19/6, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 7/14/3, Jael Lam-
mers 2/10/0, Lillian Moser 0/2/1. 
Team totals: 25/73/12
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/3, Kittelson 1/10, Gentry Zwing-
man 1/10, Brooke Kinney 1/7, Mar-
tinsen 2/11, Elizabeth Moser 1/7. 
Team totals: 6/48
Blocks (BS/BA) — Lillian Moser 

2/0. Team totals: 2/0
Digs (D/DE) — Kittelson 8/0, G. 
Zwingman 5/3, Kinney 11/6, K. 
Zwingman 1/0, Martinsen 10/3, L. 
Moser 2/0, E. Moser 3/3. Team to-
tals: 40/15
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
12/36/1, Kinney 2/8/0, Lammers 
0/2/0, E. Moser 10/27/0. Team to-
tals: 24/73/1
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — G. 
Zwingman 10/0, Kinney 18/2, Mar-
tinsen 5/1, Lammers 2/0. Team to-
tals: 35/3

EPPJ 0, Howells-Dodge 2
Jaguars ……………………….25  25
Wolfpack………………………22  18
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kit-
telson 4/19/4, Kayton Zwingman 
6/10/0, Braelyn Martinsen 8/32/6, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 3/13/3, Jael Lam-
mers 6/19/1, Lillian Moser 2/3/0, 
Elizabeth Moser 1/1/0. Team totals: 
30/97/14
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/6, Kittelson 1/9, Gentry Zwing-
man 0/9, Brooke Kinney 0/7, Mar-
tinsen 0/5, E. Moser 0/5. Team to-
tals: 1/41
Blocks (BS/BA) — Team totals: 0/0
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 2/2, Kittel-
son 6/0, G. Zwingman 15/7, Kinney 
8/4, K. Zwingman 5/1, Martinsen 
16/3, Kurpgeweit 3/0, Lammers 

2/0, L. Moser 1/0, E. Moser 1/2. 
Team totals: 59/19
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
14/34/0, G. Zwingman 0/2/0, Kin-
ney 1/6/2, K. Zwingman 0/1/0, Mar-

tinsen 0/4/0, Lammers 0/1/0, E. 
Moser 12/41/0. Team totals: 27/89/2
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — G. 
Zwingman 6/2, Kinney 20/5, Mar-
tinsen 9/2. Team totals: 35/9

SPENCER — Playing their 
first road game of the season, 
EPPJ defeated Boyd County 25-
15, 25-14 and 25-23.

The Wolfpack dominated the 
net on both offense and defense. 
The team recorded eight solo 
blocks against the Lady Spar-
tans, led by freshman Lillian 
Moser with three. Teammates 
Mady Kurpgeweit and Kayton 
Zwingman each had two and 
Jael Lammers added one.

On offense, the Wolfpack 
recorded 35 kills. Seven players 
recorded kills, led by the trio of 
Kurpgeweit, Braelyn Martinsen 
and Camry Kittelson each with 
eight.Elizabeth Moser led the 
team with 16 set assists.

EPPJ 3, Boyd County 0
Spartans…………………..15  14  23
Wolfpack………………….25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kit-
telson 8/17/1, Kayton Zwingman 
3/11/5, Braelyn Martinsen 8/25/6, 

Mady Kurpgeweit 8/19/1, Jael Lam-
mers 3/17/2, Lillian Moser 5/6/1, 
Aubrie Parks 1/1/0, Elizabeth Mos-
er 0/1/0. Team totals: 35/97/16
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/2, Kittelson 4/22, Gentry Zwing-
man 0/5, Brooke Kinney 2/21, Mar-
tinsen 2/10, Sophia Burke 0/1, E. 
Moser 1/11. Team totals: 9/72
Blocks (BS/BA) — Kayton Zwing-
man 2/0, Kurpgeweit 2/0, Lammers 
1/0, L. Moser 3/0. Team totals: 8/0
Digs (D/DE) — Kittelson 11/5, 
G. Zwingman 17/4, Kinney 11/3, 
K. Zwingman 1/0, Martinsen 8/1, 
Kurpgeweit 1/0, Lammers 0/1, L. 
Moser 1/0, Burke 1/0, E. Moser 5/0. 
Team totals: 56/14
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
14/38, Kinney 4/14, E. Moser 16/37. 
Team totals: 34/89
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittel-
son 0/3, G. Zwingman 4/0, Kinney 
11/12, Martinsen 10/1, Lammers 
1/0, Burke 1/0, E. Moser 0/1. Team 
totals: 27/17

Wolfpack sweep Lady Spartans


