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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice of Budget Hearing — Antelope 

County
Notice of Budget Hearing — School 

District #18
Notices (5) — City of Elgin
Notices (3) — Antelope County
Notice — Estate of Boyd Beckley
Notice — Estate of Velene K. Mahlen-

dorf
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EPS Homecoming candidates 
announced
See page 2

Senior Night held for EPPJ
volleyball team
See page 12

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
August 31	 69	 60	 1.51
Sept 1	 62	 61	 .47
Sept 2	 77	 58	 .00
Sept 3	 77	 45	 .00
Sept 4	 71	 47	 .00
Sept 5	 65	 39	 .00
Sept 6	 69	 43	 0.00
Total for last week		  0.47
Total for August		  3.05 
Total precipitation 2025		  23.55

The high temperature last week 
was 77 degrees recorded on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, September 2-3. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 39 degrees recorded 
on Friday, September 5. 

So far in September, 0.47 inches of 
precipitation has recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief
School District #18

schedules two
public meetings

September 10th and the 22nd.

The District #18 Board of Educa-
tion has two public meetings on the 
calendar for September.

The regular monthly meeting of 
the school board will be held Wednes-
day, September 10 (tonight) in the 
board room at Elgin Public School 
(EPS).

There are three items on the ‘ac-
tion’ agenda for board members to 
discuss and take action on. They are:

• Approve the transfer of funds to 
the Wolfpack Account

• Approve the Wolfpack Activities 
Coop for the 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 
school years 

• Approve the Elgin Education As-
sociation as the exclusive bargaining 
unit for the 2027-2028 contract year

The meeting is open to the public.
Then, on Monday, September 22, 

a public hearing on the proposed 
2025/2026 Fiscal Year Budget will be 
held.

The meeting is scheduled to begin 
at 7 a.m. in the EPS board room.

Following the public hearing, the 
tax request hearing will follow.

At the conclusion of the public 
hearing, the board will adjourn.

For more information on statewide 
receipts and expenditures, and to 
compare cost per pupil and perfor-
mance to other school districts, go to 
https://nep.education.ne.gov estab-
lished pursuant to Laws 2021, LB528, 
section 5.

Immedately afterwards, the board 
will hold a special board meeting 
where passage of the proposed bud-
get/tax asking will likely happen.

DeKay explains
over 100 new

laws on the books
This past week, more than 100 

new laws took effect. Under Article 
III, Section 27 of the Nebraska Con-
stitution, no law shall take effect 
until three calendar months after 
the adjournment of the legislative 
session at which it passed, though 
the Legislature can move up the 
effective date of a law by a two-
thirds of all the members elected. 
Since this year’s legislative session 
adjourned on June 3rd, this means 
over 100 new laws took effect on 
Wednesday, September 3rd in 
accordance with our state’s consti-
tution. Several of these laws that go 
into effect include:

LB41 which amends the state law 
relating to the testing of pregnant 
women for syphilis and human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 
Previously, all physicians and 
legally authorized obstetric practi-

tioners within the 
state were required 
to conduct syphilis 
testing on pregnant 
patients during the 
initial examination. 
Now, additional 
testing for syphilis 
is required to be 
completed at the 
third trimester 
examination and at 
birth. Additionally, 
LB41 provides that 

each pregnant woman shall be 
informed, in clear and understand-
able language, by the physician 
or other person authorized by law 
to practice obstetrics, that such 
testing is voluntary. The woman 
does have the option to decline the 
testing verbally or in writing;

LB195 which expands the type 
of opioid overdose reversal med-
ication that may be prescribed, 
dispensed, and administered with 
the same protections that were 
previously granted to Naloxone, 
also sometimes referred to as Nar-
can. This law increases the legal 
protections offered to emergency 
responders, medical professionals, 
and good samaritans who act in 
good faith and administer medica-
tion to someone suffering from an 
opioid overdose from substances 
like fentanyl or heroin;

LB266 which prohibits political 
subdivisions, like counties or cities, 
from enacting ordinances which 
have the effect of imposing rent 
controls on private property. While 
no Nebraska city or county has im-
posed rent control, other states in 
the country, including California 
and New York, have legislatively 
or locally enacted forms of rent 
control;

LB390 which requires each 
public school district prior to the 
2026-2027 school year to implement 
a policy that ensures the parents or 
guardians of a student can access 
specific school library information. 
This policy must include an acces-
sible online catalog of all books in 
the district’s libraries, organized 
by school and a notification system 
to inform parents or guardians 
when their student checks out a 
book, including the book’s title, au-
thor, and due date. The notification 
system can be in the form of a web-
site, email, or phone app, although 
the ultimate form of such notices 
may differ by a district-by-district 
basis; and 

LB530, which, among other 
provisions, amends the state’s 
move-over law. Previously, the 

State Senator
Barry DeKay

See NEW LAWS, Page 5 ▶
Standing next to the statue of Pope John XXIII are the 10 homecoming royalty candidates at PJCC. Coronation will be this Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, at 5 p.m. at St. Boniface Auditorium. Candidates are (front row, l-r): Quinn Hoefer, Tessa Barlow, Camry Kittelson, Harlie Tyler, 
Jovie Borer and Reese Stuhr. Back row: Aiden Klein, Grady Drueke, Landyn Veik and Karson Kallhoff.

E-R photo/LMorgan

PJCC Homecoming Royalty Candidates

It didn’t take long.
Knowing what was in the proposed 

2025/2026 FY budget, and there being 
no public input, the Elgin City Council 
wasted no time approving the budget 
and tax asking.

Meeting Wednesday night, Septem-
ber 3, the council took care of business, 
approving the budget on a 3-0 vote 
(Councilman Dr. Jeremy Young was 
absent).

The tax asking this year will be 
just over $230,000. The number is up 
by more than $12,000 from one year 
ago. The tax levy is down slightly (one 
percent) from one year ago.

As part of the meeting, the council 
waived the mandatory three readings 
and approved two new ordinances.

• Ordinance #677 designates annual 
wages for city officials for the coming 
year. The wages were published not 
long ago in The Elgin Review.

• Ordinance #678 deals with issues 
involving the protection and preserva-
tion of Elgin City Park. In particular, 
the ordinance deals with camping reg-
ulations (how long campers can stay). 
It states that campers can stay a maxi-
mum of 14 consecutive days during any 
30-day period.

Campers can apply for an extension. 
An example would be a contractor 
coming in for a couple of months. After 
the 14-day period they could apply for 
an extension, depending on the avail-
ability of camp spaces.

City Clerk Kristin Childers said 
there are multiple reasons whereby an 
extension might not be granted. They 
include the camp area being unkept, 
as well as the health & safety to the 
community.

In other action:
Increase — The city approved a 

two-year contract with the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s Department to patrol 
the community. 

The cost of the contract is $34,200 
per year.

Council approves
new tax levy,

park ordinance

Tom Pelster (r) was congratulated by organizer Duane Esau for being recognized as hav-
ing the top motorcycle at the Elgin Show & Shine held Sunday. His bike is a vintage Indian 
Scout. More show winners can be found on Page Seven.

E-R photo/LMorgan

A motorcycle to be proud of

Christian A. Martinez Basekuz, 25, accepted a plea deal at Antelope County 
Court on Sept. 5. 

Per the agreement, one count of commit child abuse intentional/no injury, a 
Class IIIA felony, was dismissed with prejudice. Martinez Basekuz pleaded guilty 
to one count of violate custody-misdemeanor, a Class II misdemeanor.

Taylor sentenced the defendant to 133 days in the Antelope County Jail, with 
credit for 134 days served, and ordered court costs of $50. The defendant was 
remanded to the Antelope County Jail until fines and costs are paid. 

Henry O. Guzman Carrasco, 51, accepted a plea deal for the same charges in 
this case: 133 days in the Antelope County Jail, with credit for 134 days served, 
and ordered court costs of $50. The defendant was remanded to the Antelope 

Court plea deals accepted

See PLEAS, Page 6 ▶
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From 12 seniors at Elgin Public School, two will become homecoming royalty next week. Coronation will be held Thursday night, September 18, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. in the school gymnasium. Candidates are (front row, l-r): Haley Parks, Andrea Hansen, Kayton Zwingman, Halle Lueking, Kyndal Busteed 
and Jaydalynn Chessmore. Back row: Kaiden Bode, Isaac Hemenway, Jarek Erickson, Trey Rittscher, Ticen Sparr and Creighton Harkins.

EPS Homecoming Royalty Candidates
E-R photo/LMorgan
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Sixty Years Ago    	     September 9, 1965

Linda Ridder and Ronald Eischeid of Elgin were united in 
marriage Saturday, Sept. 4, 1965 in St. Boniface Church. The 10:30 
double ring ceremony and Nuptial Mass were solemnized by the 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. T. H. Buelt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Anderson announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Sally, to Ron Schindler, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lam-
bert Schindler. The couple plan a January 15 wedding.

Robert Mason, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Mason, has accepted 
a one-half instructor position with the University of Nebraska. The 
job involves teaching and research in the Adult Education Depart-
ment of the University. 

Marilyn Moser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Moser, was 
named to the summer honor roll at CE School of Commerce in 
Omaha. 

A family gathering was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Flo-
rian Pelster on Sunday, Sept. 5 honoring Phill Hawks on his 77th 
birthday anniversary. Attending from Elgin besides Mr. and Mrs. 
Pelster and family were Mr. and Mrs. Elis Hawks, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Norton, Mr. and Mrs. Gene Norton and Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Heithoff and family.       

Fifty Years Ago 	   September 4, 1975

Twenty-Nine new names and the Vietnam War were added to 
the veterans’ marker recently. The monument is located between 
Elgin’s two cemeteries, West Cedar Valley and St. Boniface. 

Once again the overwhelming generosity of the surrounding 
areas has become apparent. Approximately $500 was raised in 
benefit softball games for Doug Reicks and Joe Thiele, both killed 
in separate accidents.

A memorial to Craig Keech, former Elgin High School student 
who was killed in an auto accident, was erected this week on the 
EPS football field. The electric scoreboard was given by Craig’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Wylie, in memory of their son. 

Bradley G. Norton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gene R. Norton, is 
among the more than 1,300 cadets who have entered their fresh-
man year at the U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo. Cadet Norton was 
accepted into the cadet wing after completing six weeks of inten-
sive field training, physical conditioning and survival instruction.

Arrangements of white daisies and pink carnations decorated 
the altar at St. John’s Catholic Church at Clearwater for the Aug. 
22 wedding of Miss Mary Alice Funk and Michael Leo Dwyer. 
Officiating at the 6 p.m. double ring ceremony were the Rev. Paul 
Diczky, Clearwater, the Rev. Jim Gilg, Omaha, and the Rev. Dennis 
Hanneman, Elgin.              

Thirty Years Ago 	 September 6, 1995

Telephone subscribers in Elgin and three other area communi-
ties found themselves without long distance service for about six 
hours last Friday, Sept. 1, after a county work crew cut a fiber optic 
cable on the south side of the county road about four miles east of 
Elgin. About 1,600 telephone subscribers were affected in Elgin, 
Oakdale, Page and Ewing. 

Jack and Mardelle Blair, owners of Blair Motors, Inc., were 
honored at a luncheon Tuesday, Aug. 29, by Ford Motor Credit Co. 
for 25 years of association with Ford Credit. The Blairs began their 
association with Ford Credit on Jan. 22, 1970. 

Kayla Zegers of Elgin hosted eight members of her “Up With 
People” group last week at the home of her mother, Bark and Steve 
Finn in Elgin. The group performed Wednesday night, Aug. 30, in 
Norfolk, and spent four nights in the Finn home. 

John and Tracy Beckman of Elgin are the parents of a daugh-
ter, Allison Marie, born Thursday, Aug. 24, 1995, at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital. She weighed six pounds, seven ounces. 

Fifth and sixth graders from St. Boniface School, Elgin, and St. 
John School, Petersburg, attended the education day at the Nebras-
ka State Fair on Monday, Aug. 28, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. They had 
the opportunity to feed and/or pet animals, including an ostrich, 
emu, kangaroo, bison, zebra, camel and deer.         

Twenty Years Ago 	 September 7, 2005

Several donations were added recently to the Elgin Volunteer 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025

Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

My oldest son just started his 
sophomore year of high school.  
Although college still feels far 

Preparing for college involves many steps
away, the reality is that it will 
be here before we know it.  I’m 
starting to think about all the 

things I need to prepare him 
for this next chapter and to be 
honest, it feels overwhelming.

College expenses have gone 
up exponentially since I grad-
uated from UNK in 2006.  Who 
knew you had to practically 
take out a second mortgage on 
your house just for tuition, not 
including books and all the fees! 
It was normal to have student 
loans to help supplement, but 
with costs as high as it is now, 
I think it’s unfair to load down 
these kids with an insane 
amount of debt just as they are 
starting their lives.

I also worry about him living 
on his own.  If you saw his 
room, you would understand 
why. I come from tornado coun-
try, and his room puts an F3 to 
shame.  He recently started do-
ing his own laundry at least, but 
the bathroom is another matter. 
It’s like he doesn’t even notice 
how disgusting it gets.  No one 
needs to tell me when it’s time 
to clean.  In fact, my husband 
thinks I’m a little overzealous 
in this area.  I’m not asking him 
to keep his bathroom immac-
ulate, but I’m sure his future 
roommates would appreciate 
some measure of cleanliness 
with nothing extra growing or 
moving around in there.

I also worry about him mak-
ing wise choices once he’s no 
longer under my supervision.  
Have I set him up for success?  
Will he give in to peer pressure?  
I try not to think of the exhil-
aration of freedom I had and 
the few (ok, maybe more than 
a few) unwise choices during 
my college years.  No one was 

there to tell me that staying up 
until 2 a.m. and ordering pizza 
was a bad idea.  Or perhaps I 
shouldn’t be drinking beer with 
my friends while studying for 
my Psychology final.  Will he 
be like his mom?  Will he have 
the willpower to say no to a 
party and 
put school 
first and 
foremost?  
Who am I 
kidding?

I also 
wonder 
about the 
strength of 
his faith.  
We can 
drag him to 
church ev-
ery Sunday 
until he 
leaves the 
house but 
after that, 
it’s up to 
him.  He will have the freedom 
to choose to pursue a relation-
ship with Christ, and that’s 
not something anyone else can 
do for him.  I pray weekly that 
my children will continue to 
have softened hearts and make 
Christ a priority, and all I can 
do in the meantime is set a good 
example.

Then comes the inevitable 
girlfriends.  We talk a lot about 
what to look for when dating.  
I have tried to drive home all 
the mistakes I made and how to 
choose wisely.  I know that if he 
brings home someone he really 
cares about and I think she’s 
less than stellar, there’s really 
not much I’m going to be able to 
say that will change that.  And 
then I also risk damaging our 
relationship if I make it clear 
I don’t think she’s the one for 
him.  

I’m doing my best to have 
these discussions now and pray 
that he will have the wisdom 
when choosing a future girl-
friend or a wife.  One area 
where we need to have deeper 
conversations is how I expect 
him to treat women.  

I want him to be respectful, 
to wait until marriage to be-
come physical, and to treat her 
with the upmost respect, but 
also to accept nothing less than 
respect in return.

When they’re little, you feel 
like you have all the time in the 
world.  In reality, it really does 
go by quickly.  

So, no matter how old your 
children are, I think we can all 
be thinking about ways we can 
start preparing them for the 
next chapter where they’ll be 
navigating life without us there 
all the time.

*****
Comments are welcome and 

can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com. See BACK, Page 7 ▶

Monday, September 15: 
Meatloaf, peas, cheesy hash-
browns, lettuce salad, apri-
cots, bread & butter, milk.

Tuesday, September 16: 
Chef salad, cheese slices, 
peach/strawberry mix, garlic 
stick, milk.

Wednesday, September 17: 
Runza casserole, French fries, 
corn, fruit cocktail, bread & 
butter, milk.

Thursday, September 18: 
Liver & onions OR ham, baked 
potato, Harvard beets, apple 

sauce, bread & butter, milk.
Friday, September 19: 

Pork tenderloin sandwich, 
cole slaw, baked beans, raw 
carrots, tropical fruit, bread & 
butter, milk.

All meals served with bread 
& butter. 

Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 
subject to change.

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 

Elgin Community Center Menus
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

Redistricting battle promotes 
chaos, a tit for tat chess match

Federal issues
forum recap

An honor I hold dear - the Golden Plow Award

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed here  
are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

Redistricting battle promotes chaos, 
a tit for tat chess match

Over the years, I covered more than 
one effort by the Nebraska Legislature 
to redraw the boundaries of districts 
for state legislators and U.S. congres-
sional representatives, among others, 
due to shifts in the 
state’s population.

Those efforts, 
according to the 
State Constitution, 
always follow the 
latest U.S. Census, 
which happens at 
the beginning of 
each decade.

There’s a lot 
of data to pour 
through, and the 
process, in my 
opinion, becomes 
the most partisan 
exercise in the 
mostly nonparti-
san Unicameral Legislature.

The top priority is redrawing dis-
tricts so that no sitting state senator 
would lose their seat, by being “drawn” 
out of their district.

But there is a heavy dose of politics, 
especially when it comes to drawing 
new congressional districts, to ensure 
that Republicans – who now control the 
Legislature and congressional seats – 
win. 

For instance, Saline County, once a 
hotbed for Democrats, was drawn out 
of the 1st Congressional District be-
cause there were too many Democrats 
there and the GOP-dominated Legisla-
ture wanted Republicans to continue to 
win that seat.

The Bellevue area, which has a lot in 
common with Omaha (back in the day, 
a lot of Sarpy County addresses were 
listed as “Omaha” even though they 
weren’t in the city limits), was sudden-
ly drawn out of the 2nd Congressional 
District. Again, too many Democrats, 
and the desire to give a Republican a 
fair shot in the Omaha-dominated 2nd 
District (which now includes rural 
Saunders County, which has little in 
common with Omaha).

In Nebraska, districts are supposed 
to be drawn for “compactness” and to 
preserve “communities with (common) 
interests,” and without consideration 
of party affiliation. But one look at the 
state’s three congressional districts 
makes you scratch your head.

U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith’s 3rd Dis-
trict resembles a Pac Man, that wraps 
around the Omaha and Lincoln areas 
to gobble up counties along the Missou-

ri River. And U.S. Rep. Mike Flood’s 1st 
District includes GOP strongholds like 
Madison and Platte counties instead of 
containing areas of southeast Nebras-
ka that do have a lot in common with 
Lincoln. 

There’s been a lot written about the 
“death” of the moderate Republican, 
and redistricting has played a huge 
role in that.

If you create a “safe” district with 
enough Republicans to ensure an “R” 
candidate will win, you also increase 
the chances that a more conservative 
Republican will win that seat. That’s 
because elections in “safe” districts 
come down to who wins the prima-
ry, and in the primary, fewer people 
(and less moderates) vote, making it 
more likely that a very conservative 
candidate will eventually become the 
winner.

This all brings us to the current 
kerfuffle over redistricting in Texas 
and California.

President Trump, who complained 
loudly (and falsely) that the 2020 elec-

tion was “rigged” against him, is now 
trying to rig an election in his favor.

Opinion polls show that many of his 
policies are unpopular, and with a slim 
majority in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, there’s concern that Democrats 
will take over in 2026, and frustrate 
any Trump proposals. 

So, he commanded that Texas 
redraw its congressional districts so 
that there are more “safe” Republican 
districts created. Instead of Democrats 
holding 11 of the 38 House seats in 
Texas, the redistricting would favor 
Republican victories in five more dis-
tricts, making it more likely the GOP 
holds its Trump-friendly majority in 
the House.

The purpose seems to be “If you 
can’t win a game by the rules, change 
them in the middle of the game.” And 
that can lead to chaos.

We’re already seeing California take 
steps to redistrict that state, creating 
more safe districts for Democrats, 
to counter what happened in Texas. 
Other states may follow suit, creating a 

chess match-like tit for tat to favor one 
party or another.

I doubt that you can take partisan 
politics totally out of the redistricting 
process. But there has to be an end to 
it, like only allowing it (like Nebraska 
does) once every decade, not mid-de-
cade as Texas and California are doing 
to rig and unrig an election.

All Americans, I’m hoping, want a 
stable and predictable government, one 
that doesn’t shift on a dime to satisfy 
some political whim. Here’s hoping 
some judges will agree with that and 
end this redistricting chess match.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. 

Prior to his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

I’ve been honored to receive various awards 
during my time in the U.S. Senate, but one of the 
most meaningful is the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s Golden Plow Award.

I was presented with this great honor at a family 
farm in Kearney while home in Nebraska for the 

August work period, and I was 
moved by the group in atten-
dance who had such kind words 
to say.

The Golden Plow is the high-
est recognition the Farm Bureau 
gives to sitting members of 
Congress. This award meant so 
much to me coming from fellow 
ag producers. I understand first-
hand what farm families across 
our nation are facing because 
my family faces these same 
challenges.

This perspective has guided 
my work in championing issues 
that impact rural America, 

including regulatory reform, trade, taxes, and a 
modernized Farm Bill. I prioritize agriculture policy 
in Washington because I know it isn’t just an indus-
try in Nebraska – it’s our way of life. That is why I’ve 

made it my mission to fight every day to ensure that 
the voices of our farmers and ranchers are heard. 
We have to tell the story of how producers from the 
Heartland feed and fuel our nation.

Throughout my time in the U.S. Senate, I’ve been 
proud to use my role on the Agriculture Committee 
to champion policies that support our producers, in-
cluding: securing year-round E15 to expand markets 
and lower costs at the pump, delivering millions of 
dollars in federal funds for the University of Ne-
braska—Lincoln’s Agricultural Research Service 
facility, pushing my Precision Agriculture Package 
to bring cutting-edge tools to our fields, and defend-
ing the Renewable Fuel Standard to support jobs, 
boost energy independence, and create new demand 
for our crops.

This continues the work I started in the Nebraska 
Legislature, which is enshrined into state law. One 
of my bills helped producers by protecting existing 
water rights, providing clarity and fairness for new 
water use approvals, and ensuring that they have 
a voice in local water planning. Another piece of 
legislation I enacted empowered local water districts 
to manage groundwater and surface water togeth-
er, helping producers protect long-term irrigation 
access, avoid legal conflicts, and plan with greater 
certainty. And with the help of the Nebraska Farm 

Bureau and our cattlemen, I passed my Build Ne-
braska Act to direct existing sales tax to fund our 
roads. I’m proud to say this law is still getting roads 
built across Nebraska today.

Fast forward to this year, I pushed for key ag 
provisions in the One Big Beautiful Bill, which ulti-
mately included a stronger Farm Safety Net, expand-
ed trade promotion programs, and improved ani-
mal disease preparedness so one outbreak doesn’t 
disrupt our entire food system.

Aside from these legislative efforts, we also face 
new challenges with modern agriculture. Too often, 
federal regulators propose rules that undercut 
practices that make American agriculture the most 
productive and sustainable in the world. Let me be 
clear: I will always push back on misguided policies 
that threaten our way of life. So long as I have the 
privilege of serving Nebraska in the U.S. Senate, I’ll 
continue to fight for our producers and protect them 
from bureaucrats who have never worked the land 
or raised livestock. I look forward to continuing this 
fight – with our farmers and ranchers, and for them. 
If any of you have plans to visit Washington, please 
stop by my office in Room 448 of the Russell Senate 
Office Building. I will have the Golden Plow proudly 
displayed in my front office, and my team will be 
happy to welcome you to our nation’s capital. See RICKETTS, Page 5 ▶

One of my biggest priorities as 
your Senator is hearing directly from 
Nebraskans.  I continue to do what 
I did as Governor.  I travel the state, 
talk to Nebraskans, and listen to their 
concerns.  Last week, I welcomed 
hundreds of Nebraskans to my annu-
al Federal Issues Forum at the State 
Fair in Grand Island.  I’m grateful for 
everyone who attended.

The Federal Issues Forum is an 
event where we discuss federal issues 
impacting Nebraskans.  This year, 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Administrator Lee Zeldin and 
Senate Majority Whip John Barrasso 
joined me.  We highlighted solutions 
to get America back on track.  Senate 
Republicans and the Trump Admin-
istration are delivering for Nebraska.  
We are fighting to protect and promote 
the Good Life.

Administrator Zeldin and I dis-
cussed the importance of the EPA 
cutting excessive regulation.  Nobody 
cares more about preserving our 
water, air, and land resources than 
our farmers and ranchers.  They 
are the original 
conservationists.  
What farmers and 
ranchers want are 
common-sense 
rules and regula-
tions that allow 
them to continue 
managing their 
land.  That’s what 
Administrator 
Zeldin and I are 
fighting to deliver.

Reining in 
overregulation 
means reforming 
rules like Waters 
of the United 
States (WOTUS).  In 1972, Congress 
passed the Clean Water Act.  This 
gave the EPA authority over navigable 
waters like lakes, rivers, and oceans.  
Then, the Obama and Biden adminis-
trations tried to illegally increase the 
EPA’s authority.  They redefined what 
navigable waters are.  They claimed 
that navigable waters include roadside 
ditches, puddles on construction sites, 
and farm ponds.  Last time I checked, 
those aren’t navigable waters.  That’s 
not what Congress voted for.  Adminis-
trator Zeldin and I are putting an end 
to this kind of overreach.

Administrator Zeldin and I also dis-
cussed the Renewable Fuel Standard.  
He previously committed to me that 
EPA would follow the standard Con-
gress passed.  This includes getting the 
process back on schedule.  The EPA’s 
most recent Renewable Volume Obli-
gations exceeded our expectations.  It 
will drive strong biofuel markets.  This 
will benefit energy consumers with 
cheaper prices at the pump, help clean 
up our environment, and be great for 
our farmers and ranchers. The Biden 
administration ignored biofuels and 
weakened American energy indepen-
dence.  We’re unleashing American 
energy dominance again.

Senator Barrasso and I discussed 
how the One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) 
strengthens Nebraska families.  It’s 
rare to have the opportunity to pass 
legislation that preserves the Good 
Life for generations.

The One Big Beautiful Bill is good 
for families.  It avoids a $2,400 tax hike 
on the average Nebraska family.  OBBB 
expands the child tax credit.  It makes 
the Death Tax exemption permanent.  
OBBB expands child and dependent 
care credits while increasing take-
home pay by up to $9,000.  It ensures no 
tax on tips or overtime. 88% of seniors 
will no longer pay taxes on Social 
Security due to a new $6,000 tax credit.  
OBBB includes a $50 billion rural 
health care fund.  This makes sure 
Nebraska gets a minimum of $100 mil-
lion each of the next five years.  OBBB 
secures our border.  It promotes peace 
through strength by deterring foreign 
adversaries like Communist China.

Senator Barrasso and I also dis-
cussed historic votes from this Con-

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts
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OBITUARIES
Randall “Randy” F. Henn, 73

June 29, 1952 - September 2, 2025
A Raeville native, he worked for the City of 
Elgin for 27 years and also served on the 

Elgin Volunteer Fire Department.

Randall 
“Randy” F. 
Henn, age 
73, of Elgin 

passed away Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, 2025, surrounded by his 
loved ones at his home. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at 10:30 a.m., Monday, 
September 8, 2025, at St. Boni-
face Catholic Church in Elgin 
with Rev. John Norman officiat-
ing. Inurnment will take place 
at a later date at St. Boniface 
Catholic Cemetery, Elgin. 

Visitation was held from 5:00-
7:00 p.m. Sunday at the church, 
with a 7:00 p.m. wake service.

Levander Funeral 
Home of Elgin is in charge 
of the arrangements. 

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.levanderfu-
neralhome.com.

 *****
Randall Francis Henn, son of 

Harold Arthur and Helen Ann 
(Berger) Henn, was born on 
June 29, 1952, in Tilden, Nebras-
ka. He grew up alongside his 
siblings on the family’s centu-
ry-old farm, located just a mile 
outside the town of Raeville.

Randy began his education 
at St. John’s Berchmans School 
in Raeville and later attended 
Petersburg Public Schools, 
graduating with the Class of 
1971. On July 14, 1979, he was 
united in marriage to Connie 
Dozler. Their union was bless-
ed with three sons: Brandon, 
Justin, and Nathan.

Randy served as a firefighter 
for the Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department. Over the years, he 
was employed by Sargent Irriga-

tion and also worked for the 
City of Elgin for 27 years.

Randy was a proud husband, 
father, grandfather, and uncle. 
He and Connie had a camper 
and enjoyed camping. They 
always camped at the Antelope 
County Fair, where they were a 
familiar sight. His great-niec-
es and nephews affectionately 
knew him as “Fair Randy.” Ran-
dy loved driving the streets of 
Antelope County, keeping tabs 
on his sons, nephews, and fam-
ily. He always had something 
funny to say or a way of making 
you laugh.

He is survived by his wife, 
Connie; three sons: Brandon 
of Elgin, Justin of Elgin, and 
Nathan (Kyra) of Clearwater; 
granddaughters: Gracie and 
Gillian; grandsons: Gabriel, 
Gavin, Hudson, and Xaler. 
Randy is also survived by three 
brothers: Nick (Wendy) Henn 
of Neligh, NE; Ken Henn of 
Petersburg, NE; and Tim Henn 
of St. Edward, NE; six sisters: 
Pat Evans of Elgin, NE; Rose 
(Dave) Simons of Creighton, 
NE; Sharon (Dwain) Seier of 
Genoa, NE; Jeanie (Leon) Seier 
of Spalding, NE; Darlene Henn 
of Battle Creek, NE; and Mary 
Jo (Gary) Priester of Omaha, 
NE. He is also survived by his 
sister-in-law: Shirley Henn of 
Petersburg, NE, along with 
many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; parents-in-law: 
Gerald Dozler and Patricia 
Dozler-Hruby; brothers: Larry 
Henn, Harold Jr. “Buggs”, and 
James Henn in infancy.

The Elgin Review  •  September 10, 2025

gress.  Bipartisan laws like the 
HALT Fentanyl Act and the 
Laken Riley Act are keeping 
Nebraskans safe.  We have 
confirmed 125 of Trump’s nomi-
nees.  We passed a $9 billion cut 
to spending.

After the Federal Issues 
Forum, I walked around the 
state fair.  I spoke with small 
business owners, fair staff, and 

 ◀ FROM Page 4

Ricketts
Nebraskans enjoying the fair.  I 
saw the ingenuity of Nebraska 
entrepreneurs at the expo hall.  
I saw the impressive livestock 
shown in fair competition by 
our next generation of farmers 
and ranchers.  I was even able 
to help show a Rambouillet ram 
in competition.  I also won a 
blue ribbon!

Nebraska is what America is 
supposed to be.  The reason is 
our people.  As I travel across 

move-over law applied only to emergency and roadside assistance 
vehicles. Now, drivers will be required to slow down and move 
over (if reasonable to do so) when approaching all stopped vehicles 
and vulnerable road users on the side of the highway. A vulnerable 
road user includes pedestrians, bicyclists, people in crosswalks, 
and agricultural vehicles or equipment.

our state, I’m reminded of the 
values that make Nebraska spe-
cial.  We’re committed to faith, 
family, community, and hard 
work.  These values are the 

same ones that guide my service 
to Nebraska.  The Nebraska 
State Fair is a yearly remind-
er of the values that make the 
Good Life in our state.

New laws
 ◀ FROM Page 1
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Chambers/Wheeler Central football team has gotten off to a 
great start!  On August 29, CWC defeated Randolph 36-0 at Cham-
bers. On September 5, CWC played North Central at Springview 
with a final score of CWC 54, North Central 20.

Jess and  his wife Connie Plugge would love to read cards and 
letters during their stay in Lincoln.  Jess’s address is Bryan LGH 
West Campus, 2600 South 16th Street, Room 304, Lincoln, NE 68502. 

A Wheeler County Museum organizational meeting will be held  
at 3 p.m. Sunday, September 14 at the old fire hall in Bartlett.  The 
museum will be open at 2 p.m. for those who would like to tour the 
museum. Those individuals who would be willing to help keep the 
museum up and running are strongly encouraged to attend.

Parent-teacher conferences for mid term will be held Wednesday 
from 3-8 p.m. The school year seems to be going by rather quickly.

Submitted by Sherry Tetschner

Bartlett News

Pope John XXIII CCHS Homecoming Coronation Ceremonies 
will take place on Sunday, September 14th at 5:00 pm in the St. Bon-
iface Gymnasium. Guests are welcome to attend.

All members of the senior class are candidates. Queen candi-
dates include the following:

Tessa Barlow, daughter of Mike Barlow and Rachael Barlow. She 
belongs to St. Peter’s Parish in Ewing. Tessa participates in Junior 
Right to Life, volleyball, One Act, speech, Quiz Bowl, musical, and 
she serves as an EMHC. Her hobbies include drawing, shopping for 
shoes, and spending time with friends.

Jovie Borer, daughter of Jeremy and Lauren Borer whose home 
parish is St. Boniface in Elgin. Jovie is involved in Student Coun-
cil, National Honor Society, Junior Right to Life, cross country, 
One Act, speech, musical, and she serves as an EMHC. She enjoys 
reading, camping, and buying kitchen utensils.

Quinn Hoefer, daughter of Duane and Sheila Hoefer. She is a 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Elgin. During her high 
school career, Quinn has been active in Student Council, Junior 
Right to Life, One Act, speech, and musical. Her hobbies include 
reading, knitting, shopping, hanging out with friends, and cooking.

Camry Kittelson, daughter of Ryan and Casee Kittelson. She be-
longs to St. Francis in Neligh. During high school, Camry has been 
involved in Student Council, National Honor Society, Junior Right 
to Life, volleyball, One Act, speech, musical, and she serves as an 
EMHC. Her hobbies include going to the river, skiing, reading, and 
online shopping.

Reese Stuhr, daughter of Brian and Clarissa Stuhr, belongs to St. 
Bonaventure Parish in Raeville. Reese’s extracurricular activities 
include Student Council, National Honor Society, Junior Right to 
Life, One Act, speech, Quiz Bowl, musical, track, and she serves as 
an EMHC and lector. In her free time, she likes to read, walk with 
her dog, and go boating.

Harlie Tyler, daughter of Jacob Tyler and Ashley Kubo. She 
belongs to St. Boniface in Elgin. Harlie’s extracurricular activities 
include Student Council, One Act, speech, and she serves as an 
EMHC. In her free time, Harlie enjoys reading, baking, and doing 
her nails.

The king candidates include:
Grady Drueke, son of Andy and Kerri Drueke. During his high 

school career, Grady has been involved in One Act, football, wres-
tling, and track. His hobbies include showing cattle, playing sports, 
hanging out with friends, and fantasy football.

Karson Kallhoff, son of Brent and Susan Kallhoff, belongs to St. 
Boniface in Elgin. Karson’s extracurricular activities include foot-
ball, basketball, and golf. In his free time, Karson enjoys golfing, 
hanging out with friends, mowing, and making money.

Aiden Klein, son of Marty and Amy Klein, members of St. 
Bonaventure in Raeville. Aiden is involved in Student Council, 
National Honor Society, Quiz Bowl, Junior Right to Life, One Act, 
speech, musical, golf, and he serves as an EMHC and lector for his 
parish. He likes to read, play video games, and golf.

Landyn Veik, son of Adam and Heather Veik, members of St. 
Boniface in Elgin. Landyn has been involved in FFA, Junior Right 
to Life, football, One Act, wrestling, Quiz Bowl, track, and golf. His 
hobbies include hunting, playing sports, and going to the lake.

Article submitted

PJCC homecoming royalty
candidates announced 

Fire Department’s fund drive 
to purchase new self-contained 
breathing apparatus. 

Americans everywhere have 
been watching the devastation 
left by Hurricane Katrina in 
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast 
Communities of Louisiana and 
Mississippi. Jessie Reestman 
of Elgin has come up with an 
inventive way for patrons of 
Boomerang’s Bar in Elgin to 
help the American Red Cross 
and the hurricane victims of 
Hurricane Katrina on the U.S. 
Gulf Coast. She is offering 
beaded necklaces for sale, and 
encouraging other taverns in 
Northeast and North Central 
Nebraska to join in the “Mar-
di-Cause” she has started. 
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Back

County Jail until fines and 
costs are paid. 

The defendant was arrested 
June 22, after Neligh Police Of-
ficer Aubrey Miller approached 
a vehicle in the Casey’s park-
ing lot. Miller questioned the 
driver and asked for a license. A 
minor, interpreting the conver-
sation, said the driver did not 
speak English.

Once Miller removed the oc-
cupants from the vehicle, Miller 
asked if any of the people in 
the vehicle were a parent. The 
child said no. Miller requested 
assistance and contacted the 
stepfather of the child, who 
stated neither he nor the child’s 
mother knew that child was 
out of the state and traveling 
with the other occupants of the 
vehicle.

In other court news:
A motion to revoke bond for 

Ray M. Connot, 60, of Neligh, 
was filed Sept. 4 by Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Smith, 
after Connot was charged with 
another crime, third-degree 
assault, a Class I misdemeanor, 
on Aug. 26.

Ryan Stover, representing 
Smith, requested a continuance. 
Smith did not object. Connot 
originally faced one count of 
assault by strangulation or suf-
focation, a Class IIIA felony.

Taylor ordered Connot to 
appear for further arraignment 
in both cases on Oct. 1.

*****
Darren V. Stewart, 26, of 

Meadow Grove, appeared for 
further arraignment on one 
count of assault-cause bodily 
injury, a Class I misdemeanor. 
Preston Koehler, defense coun-
sel, requested a continuance.

Taylor set further arraign-
ment for Oct. 1.

Courtesy of SAM
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Pleas

The annual Elgin Show & Shine car/
truck/motorcycle show had some-
thing for everyone Sunday at Elgin 
City Park. Blessed with sunshine 
and warm temperatures, vintage 
rock ‘n roll music filled the air as ve-
hicles lined the street on the south 
side of the park. Earning trophies 
with their entries this year were 
Denny Borer (car, below) and Corey 
Stokes (pickup, right).

A 29-year-old former Clear-
water resident failed to appear 
in Antelope County Court on 
Sept. 5 for a show cause hearing 
regarding payment of fines.

Henry Petite was found 
guilty, June 4, on one count 
of driving under suspension/
before reinstated-state, a Class 
III misdemeanor. At the time, 
the Honorable Donna Taylor 
ordered Petite to pay a $100 fine, 
in addition to $50 court costs.

Taylor noted payment in full 
has not been submitted to the 
court and, since the defendant 
failed to appear, a warrant for 
nonpayment will be issued.

*****
Jacob R. McKirdy, 26, ap-

peared for further arraignment 
on one count of no proof of in-
surance, a Class II misdemean-
or, and one count of no opera-
tor’s license/non-waiverable, a 
Class III misdemeanor.

McKirdy’s attorney, Patrick 
Carney, requested a continu-
ance. Taylor ordered the Oak-
dale man to appear Oct. 1 for 
further arraignment.

*****
Mandy L. Morrison, 37, of 

Neligh, appeared for a hearing 
related to one count of dis-
turbing the peace, a Class III 
misdemeanor, and one count 
of violate open burning ban, a 
Class IV misdemeanor.

Smith requested a contin-
uance, which Taylor granted. 
Morrison will appear Sept. 19 
for further arraignment.

*****
Hope M. Petite, 31, of Or-

chard, failed to appear for an 
arraignment hearing on one 
count of drive under suspen-
sion/before reinstated-state, a 
Class III misdemeanor.

Defense attorney Patrick Car-
ney requested a continuance. 
Taylor said if the defendant 
fails to appear on Sept. 19, for 
further arraignment, a warrant 
will be issued for her arrest.

*****
Raymond F. Poli, 48, of Nel-

igh, appeared for arraignment 
on one count of no operator’s 
license/non-waiverable, a Class 
III misdemeanor. Poli requested 
a continuance, and Smith did 
not object.

Taylor set further arraign-
ment for Oct. 1.

*****
A plea agreement was 

reached in a case involving Di-
ana L. Burden, 71, of Orchard, 
who appeared for a further 
arraignment.

Smith said a plea agreement 
was reached. Burden pleaded 
to guilty to one count of no 
proof of insurance, a Class II 
misdemeanor and one count of 
drive under suspension/before 
reinstated-state, a Class III 

misdemeanor.
A count of operate or park an 

unregistered vehicle, a Class III 
misdemeanor was dismissed.

Taylor sentenced Burden to a 
$100 fines on both counts, plus 
$50 court costs. 

*****
Denise A. Blevins, 63, of Nor-

folk, for further arraignment 
on one count of possession of a 
controlled substance, a Class IV 
felony.

Defense counsel Patrick Car-
ney told the Honorable Donna 
Taylor that he and his client 
had not discussed the prelimi-
nary hearing.

Taylor ordered Blevins to ap-
pear Sept. 19 for a preliminary 
hearing.

Denise Blevins was arrested 
June 17, during a traffic stop, 
when Antelope County Deputy 
Keegan Barker pulled over the 
vehicle, which had a headlight 
out.

According to the probable 
cause affidavit, an unidentified 
driver was arrested for operat-
ing the motor vehicle without 
a valid driver’s license. The 
driver told Barker that Blevins 
had consumed “a few alcoholic 
beverages” earlier that evening, 
so he was driving since she was 
“not in any shape to be driving.”

According to Barker, he 
performed an inventory of the 
vehicle before it was towed, and 
found a small baggie containing 
a white powdery substance on 
the passenger side of the vehi-
cle. Barker administered a field 
test on the substance, which 
turned purple, testing positive 
for methamphetamine.

*****
Timothy D. Anderson, 69 , of 

Neligh, appeared for arraign-
ment on one count of DUI-al-
cohol-2nd offense, a Class W 
misdemeanor.

Anderson was arrested on 
July 12 after a traffic stop con-
ducted by Neligh Police Officer 
Jacob Wostrel. According to the 
probable cause affidavit, a pre-
liminary breath tester sample 
showed a blood alcohol content 
level of 0.103 grams. He was 
arrested and transported to the 
Antelope County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and submitted to a second 
breath test, which measured the 
BAC at 0.098 grams.

Judge Donna Taylor contin-
ued bond at $3,000-10%, and or-
dered Anderson to appear Sept. 
19 for further arraignment.

*****
Andre S. Van Rooyen, 40, of 

Bartlett, appeared for arraign-
ment on a charge of DUI-.15+, a 
Class W misdemeanor.

Van Rooyen requested an 
indigency hearing, and Tay-
lor denied the request for a 
court-appointed attorney. She 

ordered Van Rooyen to contact 
a lawyer before the next court 
appearance, scheduled for Sept. 
19.

Van Rooyen was arrested 
Aug. 4, following a phone call 
from a citizen reporting a ve-
hicle ‘driving in and out of the 
ditch on Highway 14, according 
to the probable cause affidavit.

Officer Steven Mills located 
the vehicle in Neligh and, after 
witnessing erratic driving, 
stopped the vehicle. Mills noted 
the odor of  alcohol coming from 
the vehicle and requested to 
take sobriety tests. A prelimi-
nary breath test showed a result 
of .172. 

Van Rooyen was transported 
to the Antelope County Sheriff’s 
Office.

*****
Jordan A. Merchant, 32, of 

Randolph, requested a continu-
ance in a case where he previ-
ously entered not guilty pleas 
to one count of DUI-.15+, a Class 
W misdemeanor, and one count 
of speeding, 11-15mph county/
state, an infraction.

He will appear Oct. 1 for a 
pretrial hearing. On Oct. 15, 
a Motion in Limine hearing is 
scheduled.

*****
Thirty-five-year-old Jon 

Keenportz, of Beaver City, re-
quested a continuance. He faces 
three charges: DUI-alcohol-1st 
offense, a Class W misdemean-
or; littering-1st offense, a Class 
III misdemeanor; and speed-
ing 11-15 mph county/state, an 
infraction.

Taylor set a pretrial hearing 
for Oct. 1. A $1,500 personal 
recognizance bond remains in 
effect.

*****
A continuance was granted 

in a case involving Alan L. 
Rodriguez, 18. The Omaha man 
faces two charges: possession of 
a controlled substance, a Class 
IV felony; and possession of 
marijuana over 1 oz to 1 pound, 
a Class III misdemeanor.

Taylor set a preliminary 
hearing for Oct. 1. A $20,000-
10% bond remains in effect.

*****
Charges against Tyler A. 

Coburn, 27, of Blair, were 
dismissed. Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith filed the 
dismissal Sept. 5.

Coburn was originally facing 
one count of possession of mari-
juana 1 oz or less-1st offense, an 
infraction; and possess or use 
drug paraphernalia, an infrac-
tion. 

*****
A 34-year-old Texas resident 

will return to Antelope Coun-
ty Court, Sept. 19, for further 

Cases heard last week in Antelope County Court

See COURT, Page 8 ▶

Vintage cars,
bikes and

pickups on
display at

Show & Shine
held Sunday

E-R photos/LMorgan
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ORDINANCE NO. 678
OF THE

CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUN-
TY, NEBRASKA TO REVISE 
AND PROVIDE FOR RULES AND 
REGULATIONS REGARDING 
THE PROTECTION AND PRES-
ERVATION OF THE CITY PARK; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANC-
ES IN CONFLICT; TO ESTAB-
LISH WHEN THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND 
EFFECT; AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
PUBLICATION OF THIS ORDI-
NANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
STATE LAW.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA 
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The following ordi-
nance in Chapter 2, Article 3, of the 
Elgin Municipal Code is hereby ad-
opted and shall be incorporated to 
read and provide as follows:

SECTION 2-307: REGULA-

TION AND CONTROL OF PARK. 
A. The City Council shall have 

the power to enact bylaws, rules, 
or ordinances for the protection 
and preservation of any real estate 
acquired for the purpose of parks, 
public grounds, swimming pools, 
or other recreational and conser-
vation purposes.

B. Camping, or occupying loca-
tions within a park area or camp 
ground, on real estate acquired 
and possessed by the City for the 
purpose of a park is permitted for 
a maximum of fourteen (14) con-
secutive days during any thirty-day 
(30) period except as provided in § 
2-307(3), and excluding portions of 
a park area assigned to third-party 
operators under separate conces-
sion agreements or permits. For 
purposes of this section, the four-
teen (14) consecutive days means 
fourteen (14) calendar days with 
the first day being the first day the 
campsite or location is deemed un-
available to other park patrons via 
proper payment for or occupancy 

of that location (i.e. camp site, cab-
in, lodge, room, shelter, etc.). The 
installation of permanent camping 
facilities or the use of camp sites 
for permanent housing is prohib-
ited.

C. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions stated otherwise herein, a 
patron, upon approval and discre-
tion of the City Council or its des-
ignee, may apply for an extended 
rental period based upon the avail-
ability of sites and area limitations, 
in consideration of public peace, 
health, safety, welfare, and general 
interests of the community, natural 
resource protection, and the rea-
son and purpose for the extended 
stay.

D. Camping equipment and per-
sonal items must be completely re-
moved and the camp site cleaned 
up upon completion of the final 
day of the reservation or use of the 
camp site or camping area, with all 
trash/refuse placed in designated 
receptacles, and campfires com-
pletely extinguished prior to depar-

ture.E. All uses of the Park, includ-
ing but not limited to camping or 
occupying locations within a park 
area or camp ground, shall not dis-
turb the peace of surrounding real 
properties and persons located 
thereon.F. Absolute quiet shall be 
maintained in the Park, including 
but not limited to campsites or 
occupying locations within a park 
area or camp ground, between the 
hours of 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.

Section 2. Any other ordinances 
in conflict with the terms hereof are 
hereby repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall 
be in full force and effect on and af-
ter its passage, approval, and pub-
lication as provided by State Law.,

PASSED AND APPROVED this 
3rd day of September, 2025.

BY MIKE SCHMITT
Mayor

ATTEST:
KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
City Clerk
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

ORDINANCE NO. 678 - PRESERVATION OF THE ELGIN CITY PARK
APPROVED BY THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

The mobile food pantry, sponsored by the Neligh Faith Com-
munity Church as well as various other churches, individuals, 
and businesses in the area, will be dispersing food on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025. 

The event will be held  from 2:00-3:30 pm at the American 
Legion Club in Neligh.

Mobile food pantry to
be in Neligh next week

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 3, 2025
The Elgin City Council met for 

special hearing to set the final tax 
request on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 3, 2025, immediately following 
the conclusion of the budget hear-

ing, pursuant to published notice.  
Mayor Schmitt called the meet-

ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, and Leigh Kluthe. Jeremy 
Young was absent.

ORDINANCE NO. 677
APPROVED BY THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC 
HEARING ON PROPOSED 

PROPERTY TAX INCREASES
Public notice is hereby given, 

in compliance with the provisions 
of Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-1633, that 
a representative of the following 
political subdivisions will meet on 
the 18th day of September 2025 
at 6:01 PM, in the Commissioner 
Meeting Room, Antelope County 

Courthouse Annex for the purpose 
of conducting a joint public hearing 
to obtain public input on a property 
tax increase proposed by the sub-
divisions:

City of Elgin, 402.843.5822, 
property tax requested: 
($230,050.00) 

Elgin Public School, 
402.843.2455 property tax re-
quested: (3,830,082.00)

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

Antelope County, 402.887.4410 
property tax requested 
(10,502,914.00)

Said meeting is open to the pub-
lic. Accommodations for the dis-
abled are available upon request. 
Please contact the Antelope Coun-
ty Clerk at 402.887.4410 at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting if ac-
commodations are required. 

There is no item on the agenda 

for this joint public meeting other 
than discussion of each political 
subdivision’s intent to increase its 
property tax request by a percent-
age greater than the “allowable 
growth percentage” defined in § 
77-1633. The political subdivisions 
shall make their presentations in 
the order listed above.
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda item was 
discussed:

• Setting the final property tax 
request for 2025-2026

Special hearing adjourned at 
7:29 p.m.

               MIKE SCHMITT
Mayor

KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
City Clerk
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 3, 2025
The Elgin City Council met for 

the 2025-2026 budget hearing on 
Wednesday, September 3, 2025, 
at 7:15 p.m., pursuant to published 
notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, and Leigh Kluthe. Jeremy 
Young was absent.

A complete and accurate copy of 

CITY BUDGET HEARING
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda item was 
discussed:

• 2025-2026 budget
Budget hearing adjourned at 

7:22 p.m.
MIKE SCHMITT

Mayor
KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
City Clerk
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ 

NOTICE
City of Elgin, Nebraska

On the 3rd day of September, 
2025, the City Council of the City of 
Elgin, Nebraska, adopted an ordi-
nance entitled:

Ordinance No. 677
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA, TO SET WAGES FOR 
EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF 
ELGIN, REPEALING THOSE OR-

ORDINANCE NO. 677
APPROVED BY THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

DINANCES IN CONFLICT, AND 
PRESCRIBING THE TIME WHEN 
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE 
EFFECT.

Said ordinance was published in 
pamphlet form and copies thereof 

are avialable at the office of the 
City Clerk.

KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
City Clerk

PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

Todd Heithoff was the big 
winner in this week’s Elgin 
Review Football Contest.

Heithoff missed just two 
games to claim the top prize of 
$20 in Elgin Bucks.

Jack Stoltz and Al Hagemeis-
ter tied for the runner-up spot, 
each missing three games. In 
the tiebreaker, Nebraska and 

Akron amassed 905 total yards. 
Stoltz guessed 501 and 

Hagemeister picked 623. Hage-
meister’s guess was closest to 
the actual figure and he will 
receive the runner-up prize of 
$10 in Elgin Bucks.

Results of last week’s games 
were:

Missouri over Kansas

Ole Miss over Kentucky
Vanderbilt over Virginia 

Tech
Mississippi State over Arizo-

na State
Army over Kansas State
Baylor over SMU
North Carolina State over 

Virginia
Oklahoma over Michigan

Michigan State over Boston 
College

Illinois over Duke
BYU over Stanford
Nebraska over Akron
Houston over Rice
Wyoming over Northern Iowa
Oregon over Oklahoma State
Iowa State over Iowa

Todd Heithoff takes first, Hagemeister second in Elgin Review Football Contest

arraignment on a count of 
operating a motor vehicle/avoid 
arrest-fl, a Class IV felony.

Michael S. Boughton, of 
Krum, Texas, appeared for 
arraignment, Sept. 5. The 
Honorable Donna Taylor found 
Boughton indigent and appoint-
ed a public defender.

Boughton requested to be 
able to leave the State of Ne-
braska. Antelope County Attor-
ney Joe Smith did not object, 
and Taylor removed the travel 
restriction from Boughton’s 
bond requirements. Bond, set at 
$20,000-10%, remains in effect.

Boughton was arrested Aug. 
9 by Antelope County Deputy 
James Collins, who observed 
the defendant speeding on High-
way 275 near Oakdale. Once 
the deputy deployed emergency 
lights for a traffic stop,  Bough-
ton allegedly quickly turned 
onto a county road, causing the 
vehicle to be airborne, dam-
aging a barbed wire fence and 
crushing a telephone connec-
tion box. 

The vehicle continued across 
a field, headed toward the 
Elkhorn River and came to rest 
“with the front of the pickup off 
the embankment of the river 
bank.”

Collins maintained visual 
contact with the driver moving 
through trees and vegetation 
along the bank, and requested 
assistance. 

Collins yelled at the driver to 
stop fleeing and return to the 
scene, which he did.

Neligh Chief of Police Logan 
Lawson and Deputy Joe McNal-
ly responded and assisted to 
determine if other individuals 
were in the vehicle.

Boughton was detained in the 
Antelope County Jail.

*****
Christopher L. Beltz, 38, of 

Plainview, appeared for a pre-
trial hearing on one charge of 
obstructing government oper-
ations, a Class I misdemeanor. 
Smith requested a continuance, 
which was granted.

Beltz will appear Sept. 19 for 
a pretrial hearing.

*****
Dillan Knapp, 23, of Lincoln, 

appeared for arraignment on 
one count of assault-cause bodi-
ly injury, a Class I misdemean-
or and requested a continuance.

Taylor ordered a pretrial 
hearing for Oct. 1.

*****
Denis Kerkman, 92, of Til-

den, will appear Sept. 19 for 
a pretrial hearing relating to 
two charges of criminal tres-
pass-2nd degree, both Class III 
misdemeanors.

Kerkman entered not guilty 
pleas on both counts. He will 
appear Sept. 19 for a pretrial 
hearing.

*****

 ◀ FROM Page 6

Court
Harley J. Finazzo, 30, of 

Omaha, failed to appear for 
arraignment on one count of 
theft-shoplifting $0-500, a Class 
II misdemeanor. Taylor advised 
Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Smith a motion for arrest may 
be filed.

Finazzo’s arrest occurred 
June 17 at Cubby’s in Neligh. 

According to the court docu-
ments, Finazzo missed a July 16 
court session also.

The defendant also failed to 
appear at arraignments sched-
uled on July 16 and Aug. 6.

*****
Blake R. Baldwin, 27, will ap-

pear for sentencing on Sept. 19. 
The Albion man accepted a plea 
agreement in which he agreed 
to plead guilty to an amended 
charge of assault-bodily injury/
mutual consent, a Class II mis-
demeanor. Per the agreement, 
the state will not file additional 
charges stemming from the 
incident. 

*****
Public defender Patrick Car-

ney requested a continuance for 
an Orchard man charged with 
one count of possess firearm 
by a prohibited person-sub, a 
Class IB felony; and two counts 
of terroristic threats. Michael F. 
Doty, 32, will appear Oct. 1, for a 
preliminary hearing. 

Doty is alleged with posses-
sion of a firearm between July 
26 and July 29, and during that 
time period, Doty threatened 
two individuals with violence 
with the intent to terrorize 
another.

Based on the probable cause 
affidavit, Antelope County 
Sheriff Robert Moore investi-
gated an incident that culminat-
ed in a 911 call from an Orchard 
resident on July 29.

Doty allegedly left the resi-
dence after the emergency call 
was placed.

Law enforcement officials 
issued a warrant for Doty’s 
arrest. Doty turned himself in 
to Antelope County Law En-
forcement officers on Aug. 5. 
Originally, bond, in the amount 
of $100,000-10% was set. 

*****
The Honorable Donna Taylor 

heard two separate child abuse 
cases Sept. 5 in Antelope Coun-
ty Court.

The defendants in the first 
case - Kaitlyn Kopejtka, 24, of 
Neligh, and Seth F. Lampert, 
26, of Neligh each appeared 
for arraignment on one count 
of commit child abuse inten-
tional/no injury, a Class IIIA 
felony stemming from a July 25 
incident. 

Indigency hearings were held 
in both cases A public defend-
er was appointed to Kopejtka. 
Lampert was adjudged not 
indigent.

Both defendants will appear 
Oct. 1 for further arraignment.

Courtesy of SAM
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE
Estate of VELENE K. 

MAHLENDORF, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

August 19, 2025, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Nebras-
ka, Case No. PR25-30, Dranoel K. 

NOTICE
ESTATE OF VELENE K. MAHLENDORF,

Fleharty, whose mailing address 
is 1114 E Street, Cozad, NE 69130 
and Danielle L. Hatterman, whose 
mailing address is 53653 844 1/2 
Road, Tilden, NE 68781, have been 
appointed as co-personal repre-
sentatives of this estate. Creditors 

of this estate must file their claims 
with this Court on or before Octo-
ber 27, 2025 or be forever barred. 
Creditors shall submit their claims 
to the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 86756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220
Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: August 27, September 3 
& 10, 2025
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS FROM SEPTEMBER 3, 2025
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 3, 2025
The Elgin City Council met in 

regular session on Wednesday, 
September 3, 2025, at 7:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 
Mayor Schmitt also opened the 
One and Six Year Street Hearing.

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, and Leigh Kluthe. Jeremy 
Young was absent. 

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• August regular and budget 
workshop meeting minutes, trea-
surer’s report, transaction report, 
and paying the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 145.56; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
55.37; APPEARA, su, 62.32; 118 In-
surance, ins, 3659.00; Fitzgerald, 
Vetter, Temple, Bartell & Hender-
son, se, 350.00; Kristin Childers, 
su, 15.00; League of NE Municipal-
ities, dues, 2892.00; Love Signs, 
su, 1992.46; Google, se, 8.08; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 100.96; US Post Of-
fice, postage, 2.72; Prudential, re-
tirement, 355.08; American Funds, 
retirement, 203.66; US Treasury, 
tax, 5600.16; NE Dept of Revenue, 
tax, 668.19; Payroll, 3869.39

Transfers: To Pool & Park, 
30000.00

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 2088.41
STREET: ERPPD, se, 906.49; 

Verizonwireless, su, 79.23; Elgin 
One Stop, fuel&su, 534.04; To 
Paving Assessment Fund, trans-
fer, 1400.00; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 45.85; US Post Office, postage, 
10.48; Payroll, 1887.78

WATER:  ERPPD, se, 868.01; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
83.87; Verizonwireless, su, 79.23; 
NE Public Health Lab, se, 311.00; 
One Call Concepts, se, 6.95; 
League of NE Municipalities; Utility 
Section, dues, 251.50; Water Envi-
ronment Federation, dues, 87.00; 
US Post Office, postage, 65.40; NE 
Dept of Revenue, tax, 489.03; Pay-
roll, 3775.58

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 709.91; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
52.28; Elgin One Stop, su, 16.28; 
One Call Concepts, se, 6.95; 
League of NE Municipalities; Util-
ity Section, dues, 251.50; Midwest 
Labs, se, 327.37; Sewer Replace-
ment Fund, transfer, 3400.00; NE 
Dept of Revenue, tax, 1081.63; Pay-
roll, 1398.58

FIRE:	ERPPD, se, 192.08; Great 
Plains Communications, se, 59.47; 
APPEARA, su, 62.32; 118 Insur-
ance, ins, 1224.00; Midwest Au-
tomatic Fire Sprinkler, rpr, 761.46; 
Elgin Volunteer Fire Dept, transfer, 
4600.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
113.89

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2800.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECYCLING: 
Bud’s Sanitary Service, se, 6942.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 702.07; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
58.83; Dean’s Market, su, 461.46; 
Bomgaars, su, 32.36; Tessa Barlow, 
training, 120.00; Brooke Kinney, 
training, 75.00; Karin Kinney, train-
ing, 75.00; Camry Kittelson, train-
ing, 120.00; Haley Parks, training, 
75.00; Kaitey Schumacher, training, 
75.00; Susan Vanis, training, 75.00; 
Kayton Zwingman, training, 75.00; 
Elizabeth Moser, training, 90.00; 
Jazmine McNally, training, 90.00; 
Kerri Drueke, training, 90.00; Kin-
ley Drueke, training, 90.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 540.54; NE Dept of 
Revenue, tax, 116.89; Bank of Elgin, 
loan, 2227.79; Payroll, 5609.85

PARK: ERPPD, se, 61.18; El-
gin One Stop, su, 19.99; NE Dept 
of Revenue, tax, 247.33; Payroll, 
759.62

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 83.14; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
59.48; Dean’s Market, su, 11.69; 
The Pioneer Woman Magazine, su, 
19.97; Black Hills Energy, se, 52.30; 
Payroll, 1333.30

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 62.20
RESCUE: The Elgin Review, 

print, 120.00; Elgin One Stop, fuel, 
21.00; Kimberly Young, su, 35.67; 
Jessie Reestman, misc, 25.00; Bob 
Moore, misc, 25.00

• Resolution 2025-6, a resolu-
tion to sign the municipal annual 
certification of program compli-
ance for 2025

• One and Six Year Street Hear-
ing adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

• Request to close Oak Street 
from 6th Street to Plantation Street 
for the car show on September 7, 
2025

• Adopt the 2025-2026 budget 
as proposed

• Resolution 2025-7, a resolu-
tion setting the final tax request for 

2025-2026 at $230,050.00
• Statutory rule requiring read-

ing Ordinance No. 677 on three dif-
ferent days be suspended

• Ordinance No. 677 passed and 
adopted

• Statutory rule requiring read-
ing Ordinance No. 678 on three dif-
ferent days be suspended

• Ordinance No. 678 passed and 
adopted

• Two-year agreement for law 
enforcement services between the 
County of Antelope and the City of 
Elgin for $34,200.00 per year

• Interlocal agreement for Ante-
lope County and Antelope County 
Library Association

• Use sales tax funds for three 
overhead doors and electronic op-
erators at the fire hall from Over-
head Door Company of Norfolk for 
$17,216.00

• Bid from BKE Insulators for 
blow-in insulation for $5,400.00 at 
the fire hall using sales tax funds

• Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:23 p.m.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• One and Six Year Street plan
• Public comment: none
• Requirement for the NDEQ 

loan to have a separate fund with a 
balance of 110% of the annual pay-
ment

• Keeping spring clean-up day
• Johnson will be jetting some 

sewer lines
• County pickup will be used for 

salt spreader this winter
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, October 6, 2025
Mayor MIKE SCHMITT

City Clerk KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 MEETING
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

September 2nd, 2025
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda. Approved 
minutes of the August 12, 2025, 
BOC meeting. Public comments.

Correspondence was reviewed.
Zoning Administrator Report: no 

report.
Tabled obsolete inventory and 

temporary road use agreement 
resolutions/issues.

Approved First Concord Bene-
fit Plan Document Acceptance & 
Resolution.

Authorized Highway Superin-
tendent to study 512th Avenue – 
846th & 847th Road. Set One- and 
Six- Year Road Program public 
hearing. Approved the installation 
of culvert change by Royal North.

Approved City of Neligh Dis-
patch Agreement.

Voted to approve participation 
in Opioid Settlement agreement. 
Approved $50.00 monthly increase 
to Law Enforcement Agreements.  
Approved advertisement of pickup 
boxes.  Tabled maintenance posi-
tion.

Approved Pay Application for 

Royal North. Approved change or-
der for 120” culvert.

Road Superintendent Report: 
approved 23 oversize permits, 
approve purchase of a 2014 GMC 
Pickup.

Set budget hearing date/time.
Meeting Adjourned.	

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

CHARLIE HENERY
Chairman of County Board

Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: September 10, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE
Estate of BOYD BECKLEY, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that the 

Personal Representative has filed 
a report of his administration and 
a formal closing petition for com-
plete settlement after informal pro-
bate of Will of said deceased, for 
determination of heirship, and for 
determination of inheritance tax, 

which have been set for hearing in 
the Antelope County Court, Neligh, 
Nebraska on September 19, 2025 
at 9:00 a.m.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220
Attorney for Petitioner
PUBLISH: August 27, September 3 
& 10, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE
ESTATE OF BOYD BECKLEY, Deceased
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A pilgrimage like none other

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Spinning Tales

LINCOLN — Cool.
That word describes Satur-

day’s scene in Lincoln as the 
Husker football team played 
their home opener against 
Akron.

From arriving at our des-
tination parking lot just over 
two hours before game time, to 
driving home with the highway 
virtually to ourselves after 
turning north, it was a cool 
night.

As stated previously, I 
haven’t missed a home opener 
since acquiring season tickets 
back in the late 1980s. There’s 
something about being in the 
stadium for the start of the 
season, most of those seasons 
in Lincoln has national champi-
onship aspirations tied to them. 
However, that hasn’t been the 
case for the last 20 years. The 
Huskers wandered off into the 
wilderness after Frank Solich 
was fired as head coach and 
they’re only now, seemingly, 
returning home.

Being there, with my Husker 
family of 90,000, some having 
driven five or more hours to sit 
on bleachers for four hour-plus, 
is a pilgrimage like none other. 
It’s cool.So, what else might be 
considered cool on this day? 
Let me entertain you with these 
thoughts:

1) The weather. Temperatures 
were cool for the first Satur-
day in September. Generally, 
it’s high 80s or low 90s with a 
breeze. Sometimes, the ther-
mometer nears the 100-degree 
mark which makes it almost 
unbearable when you’re packed 
in a row like sardines in a can. 
Some of the people you sit by 
understand a thing or two about 
personal hygiene. They’re the 
good ones. 

The strangers who sweat 
profusely in between outbursts 
of profanity, not so good. Like 
James Taylor, I’ve seen fire and 
I’ve seen rain.

Speaking of rain, Akron’s ap-
pearance in Lincoln harkened 
back to the season opener when 
they were to face former Coach 
Scott Frost’s Huskers, his first 
game as NU’s main man. That 
game was rained out with a 
severe thunderstorm, never to 
be played. 

Maybe God was telling us 
something back then with the 
rain and all those lightning 
bolts. Understanding hidden 
messages just isn’t my strong 
point. But, when I finally figure 
things out, I often wonder why I 
didn’t figure it out sooner.

Mention ‘cool’ and the weath-
er, there wasn’t as much skin 
on display since the tempera-
tures dropped quickly after the 
sun went down. It seemed like 
almost every fan had a light 
jacket ready to slip on if they got 
cold. Many of the campus co-
eds were seen wearing cowboy 
boots with their shorts.

2) Suds for sale. Saturday’s 
game marked the first Husker 
football game in Lincoln where 
beer was served. Lines formed, 
but not as many as I thought 
there would be. Why? The cost 
of a 16-ounce brew was $12. If 
you were so inclined, it wouldn’t 
take long for a cold brew or two 
to make a dent in your wallet. 
Still, plenty of brews were con-
sumed by the fans surrounding 
us. 

Some of the young, col-
lege-age fans didn’t make it to 
their seats in the stadium. As 
we were ready to enter Gate 24 
to go to our seats, there was this 
tall, lanky UNL students trying 
to walk away from two mem-
bers of the State Patrol. They 
won, he lost. Public intoxication 
is nothing to be proud of. It 
ruins the game for the drunk 
who doesn’t know where he is 
or what’s going on. It ruins the 
game for the fans seated around 
that person.

I don’t think I’ll ever buy a 
beer inside the stadium, but I’m 
not opposed to anyone having 

one or two as long as they drink 
responsibly and stay out of my 
aisle.

3) Old friends. I use the term 
‘friends’ loosely here. Some of 
the people in my section of the 
stadium I’m glad to see every 
year. When they quit coming, 
it’s usually because they’re too 
old to take the stairs OR they 
are now watching the game 
from the ‘sky’ seats directly 
about Osborne Field. Some fans 
you look forward to seeing, 
some you wish would move to 
another section.

Case in point - Mrs. Rawhide. 
She and her husband were 
joined by son/son in-law, wife 
and two small children. The 
two children were both under 
five years of age, and over the 
course of the game they put on 
quite a show. 

Standing on their seat, 
screaming ‘Go Big Red’ when-
ever the moment was right 
or wrong, eating hot dogs or 
should I say the hot dogs ate 
them leaving faces covered in 
ketchup and mustard. 

My favorite moment was 
when the little girl knocked over 
the $12 beer and mama didn’t 
notice until it had drained out. 
That was money not well spent.

Mrs. Rawhide? She comes 
across as one who lives a life of 
luxury. Starbucks every morn-
ing, then it’s off to Yoga. After 
lunch, it’s lounging around 
the pool before focusing on the 
family at night. Why ‘Rawhide’? 

Because her skin has been out 
in the sun for far too long. Take 
it from a guy who’s had MOHS 
surgery for skin cancer, the 
sun is not your friend. Having 
the best tan in the stadium now 
won’t mean squat years from 
now when her dermatologist 
has the 
final word. 
Tans are 
great, but 
the wearer 
shouldn’t 
appear to be 
cooked to 
‘well done.’

4) The 
game. The 
Huskers 
racked up 
big num-
bers, lots of 
yards and 
the defense 
kept the 
Zips off the scoreboard. An 
old-fashioned butt-kicking the 
likes of which fans my age were 
used to seeing back during 
the glory days of the 1970s and 
1980s. 

On this night, ‘The Scoring 
Explosion’ team of 1983 would 
be proud. It should have been 
a blowout because Akron has 
year-in and year-out been one 
of the worst teams in the nation. 
So, I’m not quite ready to drink 
the Kool-aid® of hype yet. 

Let’s see where we stand after 
facing Michigan on September 
20.
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ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
dropped the first set, then 
turned things around to win the 
next three sets to defeat Bur-
well Tuesday night (September 
2).

After splitting the first two 
sets, EPPJ pulled away to win 
25-23, 16-25, 25-15 and 25-11.

“Everyone contributed to-
night,” Wolfpack Coach Jordy-
nn Luettel said about the match. 
“It was a solid team win.”

Burwell hitter Regan Smith, 
one of just two seniors on the 
Longhorns’ team, had success 
early at the net as Burwell 
stayed close. 

But close wasn’t good enough 
this time as Kayton Zwingman 
closed out the first set with a 
kill.

Much to the surprise of the 
Wolfpack fans in the stands, set 
#2 was another story. Tied at 
14-all, Burwell outscored EPPJ 
11 to two to win the second 
set 25-16. Then, Coach Luettel 
made some adjustments which 
seemed to get Smith rattled and 
the Longhorns weren’t the same 
team over the final two sets.

Set #3 saw the Wolfpack take 
control with strong net play 
from Mady Kurpgeweit, Jael 
Lammers and K. Zwingman. 
Add a couple of ace serves from 
Braelyn Martinsen and sudden-
ly the Wolfpack were up 13 to 
seven. The teams then traded 
points the rest of the set as 
Lammers continued to hurt the 
Longhorns with kills. Camry 
Kittelson closed out the third 
set with a kill to win 25-11.

Momentum was clearly on 
the side of the Wolfpack in the 
fourth and final set. Wolfpack 
hitters dominated the net as the 
lead grew to 19 to eight. From 
there, EPPJ outscored Burwell 
six to three. K. Zwingman’s deft 
placement of the ball befuddled 
Burwell’s blockers and Kittel-
son added another ace serve to 

ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
volleyball team kept their 
season-opening winning streak 
intact Thursday night.

Elgin Public-Pope John 
earned their fourth victory 
in four starts with a 25-16 and 
25-12 victory over Chambers/
Wheeler Central in a match 
played at St. Boniface Audi-
torium. Playing the nightcap 
of a triangular, the Wolfpack 
took control late in the first set 
against the Renegades.

Back-to-back ace serves by 
senior Camry Kittelson initiat-
ed an 11 to two run to close out 
the first set. EPPJ capitalized 
on kills from senior Kayton 
Zwingman. Braelyn Martinsen 
added an ace serve and EPPJ 
capitalized on Renegades mis-
cues to close out the set.

The second set saw the Wolf-
pack pull away early. Lillian 
Moser’s ace block gave EPPJ a 
seven to two lead. Then, kills by 
Mady Kurpgeweit and freshman 
Jael Landers grew the lead to 11 
to five.

From that point on, the 
outcome of the match was no 
longer in doubt, just what the 
final score of the set would be.

Leading 19 to 10, the Wolf-
pack closed out the match with 
a six to two run. Lammers had 
two kills and and Sophia Burke 
came off the bench to contribute 
an ace serve as the team closed 
out the set 25 to 12.

Lammers led Wolfpack hit-
ters with six kills, K. Zwingman 
had five while Kittelson and 
Martinsen each had four.

Kittelson had four of the 
team’s seven ace serves.

Elizabeth Moser led setters 
with nine set assists.

Brooke Kinney led the team 
in serve receive with 16.
Stuart falls

Earlier in the evening, the 
Wolfpack swept Stuart 25-16 and 
25-18.

EPPJ had 21 kills at the net 
as Kittelson led the way with 
six, Kurpgeweit had five, K. 
Zwingman and Lammers each 
had four.

Again, the Wolfpack had six 
ace serves. Kinney and Kit-
telson each had two, Gentry 
Zwingman and Tessa Barlow 
each had one.

Kurpgeweit was a terror at 
the net as she had three ace 
blocks in the matcks.

Kinney led the team in digs 
(12) and serve receive (10).

The match was a homecom-
ing for former Wolfpack volley-
ball standout Jordan Mescher 
who is the head coach of the 
Lady Broncos.

EPPJ 2, CWC 0
Renegades……………………16  12
Wolfpack………………………25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kittel-
son 4/5/1, Brooke Kinney 0/1/0, 
Kayton Zwingman 5/9/1, Braelyn 
Martinsen 4/12/2, Kinley Drueke 
0/2/1, Jael Lammers 6/12/1, Lillian 
Moser 2/5/2, Aubrie Parks 0/2/1. 
Team totals: 21/52/10
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/2, Kittelson 4/11, Gentry Zwing-
man 0/7, Brooke Kinney 0/8, Mar-
tinsen 2/10, Sophia Burke 1/3, Eliz-
abeth Moser 0/4. Team totals: 7/45
Blocks (BS/BA) — Kittelson 0/2, K. 
Zwingman 1/0, Lillian Moser 1/0. 
Team totals: 2/2
Digs (D/DE) — Kittelson 3/0, G. 
Zwingman 5/3, Kinney 3/1, K. 
Zwingman 2/1, Martinsen 6/1, Lam-
mers 1/0, L. Moser 1/0, E. Moser 
3/0. Team totals: 24/6
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
7/24/1, Kinney 1/5/1, E. Moser 
9/21/1. Team totals: 17/50/3
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittel-
son 1/0, G. Zwingman 1/0, Kinney 
16/1, Martinsen 5/0, Drueke 1/0. 
Team totals: 24/1

EPPJ 2, Stuart 0
Broncos ……………………….16  18
Wolfpack………………………25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kittel-
son 6/11/2, Brooke Kinney 0/2/1, 
Kayton Zwingman 4/9/1, Braelyn 

ELGIN — Not a single touchdown was scored 
Friday afternoon, not a single tackle was made.

Yet, the Elgin Public-Pope John Wolfpack 
football team evened their season record at 1-1.

Scheduled to play Walthill Friday afternoon 
on the road, EPPJ never made the trip because 
they were told hours earlier there would be no 
game.

Walthill school officials notified Wolfpack 
Athletic Director Trent Ostransky late after-
noon on Thursday that, due to the lack of avail-
able players, the game would be a forfeit.

For the record, the final score for the game 
will be listed as Wolfpack 1, Walthill 0.

Ostransky said the forfeit will have no direct 
effect on the Wolfpack quest for a state playoff 
berth. He said the Wolfpack will receive points 

ALBION — The weather was 
perfect for the start of the cross 
country season for Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John on Friday.

The team, consisting of Sa-
mantha Stuhr, Jovie Borer and 
Matthew Kerkman, donned the 
school colors to compete at the 
Boone Central Invite held at the 
Albion Country Club.

Competing in the girls 5000 
meter race, neither Stuhr or 
Borer placed among the top 
runners.

Winning the event was 
sophomore Avery Heinrich of 
Scotus CC who posted a time of 
20:05.20.

The Wolfpack’s best effort 
was turned in by Stuhr. A ju-
nior, she finished with a time of 
25:52.20 to place 56th.

Borer, a senior, finished 68th 
with a time of 26:43.70.

In the boys race, Kerkman 
finished with a personal best 
time of 20:26.96 to finish 47th.

Martinsen 2/12/4, Mady Kurpge-
weit 5/9/1, Jael Lammers 4/13/0, 
Lillian Moser 0/4/2, Halle Lueking 
0/2/1. Team totals: 21/62/12
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
1/7, Kittelson 2/13, G. Zwingman 
1/8, Kinney 2/7, Martinsen 0/9. 
Team totals: 6/49
Blocks (BS/BA) — Barlow 1/0, 
K. Zwingman 1/0, Martinsen 1/0, 
Kurpgeweit 3/0. Team totals: 6/0
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 1/0, Kittel-
son 2/0, G. Zwingman 6/0, Kinney 
12/2, K. Zwingman 2/0, Martinsen 
5/0, Kurpgeweit 1/0, Lammers 2/0, 
Sophia Burke 0/1, E. Moser 1/0. 
Team totals: 32/3
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Kittelson 
13/33/1, G. Zwingman 0/1/0, Kin-
ney 0/3/0, Burke 0/1/0, E. Moser 
7/27/1. Team totals: 20/65/2
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Barlow 
3/0, G. Zwingman 1/0, Kinney 10/1, 
Martinsen 7/2, Lammers 5/1, Burke 
1/1. Team totals: 27/5

for the victory just as they would have had the 
game been played. 

The game will not be rescheduled, Ostransky 
said.

As a result, EPPJ will take a 1-1 record into 
Friday night’s game against Chambers/Wheel-
er Central. The game, set to begin at 7 p.m., will 
be played in Bartlett.

The Renegades come into the game with a 2-0 
record. They opened the season with a shutout 
victory over Randolph, then on Friday they 
defeated North Central.

While the state playoffs are more than a 
month away, this will be a big game for both 
teams.

Go Pack!

Walthill forfeit sets up
big game against Renegades

Kickoff set for 7 p.m. at Bartlett

close out the match.
“Kayton had a great game 

tonight,” Luettel said. “Braelyn 
played very smart. She was 
definitely one of our go-tos. 
And then our defense was just 
all over the place. Gentry and 
Brooke made some hustle plays 
that I wouldn’t say a lot of other 
teams would make”.

Zwingman led EPPJ with 14 
kills, Martinsen added 13, Lam-
mers had eight and Kittelson 
contributed six.

Martinsen led the team in 
digs with 20, Gentry Zwingman 
had 17 and Brooke Kinney add-
ed 13. Kittelson recorded 26 set 
assists, Elizabeth Moser had 17.

Martinsen led the team in 
serve receive with 26, Brooke 
Kinney had 16.

EPPJ 3, Burwell 1
Longhorns…………….23  25  15  11
Wolfpack………………25  16  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Camry Kittel-
son 6/22/4, Brooke Kinney 0/1/1, 
Kayton Zwinman 14/27/2, Braelyn 
Martinsen 13/29/5, Mady Kurpge-
weit 5/20/3, Jael Lammers 8/31/5, 
Lillian Moser 1/8/2, Halle Lueking 
0/1/0. Team totals: 47/139/22
Serving (A/SA) — Tessa Barlow 
0/7, Kittelson 2/16, Gentry Zwing-
man 0/24, Brooke Kinney 1/8, Eliz-
abeth Moser 0/6, Martinsen 3/23. 
Team totals: 6/84
Blocks (BS/BA) — K. Zwingman 4, 
Martinsen 3, L. Moser 1. Team to-
tals: 8
Digs (D/DE) — Barlow 1/1, Kittelson 
13/3, G. Zwingman 17/2, Kinney 
13/3, K. Zwingman 1/2, Martinsen 
20/3, Kurpgeweit 2/1, Lammers 0/1, 
L. Moser 0/1, E. Moser 9/0. Team 
totals: 67/17
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) —  Barlow 
0/2/0, Kittelson 26/78/2, G. Zwing-
man 1/2/0, Kinney 2/15/0, Lam-
mers 0/1/0, E. Moser 17/49/1. Team 
totals: 46/147/3
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kittel-
son 2/0, G. Zwingman 8/1, Kinney 
16/4, Martinsen 26/3, Lammers 7/3. 
Team totals: 59/11

EPPJ dominates net
in win over Burwell

Hitters record 47 kills against Longhorns

EPPJ netters sweeps Stuart, CWC

EPPJ XC
runners shine
at BC Invite

Jael Lammers rises high above the net to attempt a solo block.
E-R photo/DMorgan

Braelyn Martinsen (6) avoids two Stuart blockers during first set action. 
She finished with two kills.

Back row specialist Gentry Zwingman goes airborne against CWC to get under this ball.
E-R photos/DMorgan

Samantha Stuhr focuses on the finish line during Friday’s race at Albion. 
She finished in a time of 25:52.20.

E-R photos/LMorgan
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ELGIN — The Wolfpack JV 
volleyball team picked up their 
second victory of the season by 
defeating Burwell 25-14 and 25-
13. Playing on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, EPPJ racked up 17 kllls in 
the match. Leading the way was 
the trio of Libby Evans, Lillian 
Moser and Sydney Niewohner 
each with 3, Sophia Burke and 
Megan Wright each had 2 while 
Elizabeth Moser, Aubrie Parks, 
Stacy Rokahr and Sadie Thies-
sen each had 1. Thiessen had 10 
of the team’s 14 set assists.

A highlight from the match 
was the Wolfpack recording 10 
ace serves. Leading the way was 
E. Moser with 4, Niewohner had 
3, Wright added 2 and Kinley 
Drueke posted one.

Tops in serve receive was 
Parks with 4. EPPJ had 13 digs 
in the match, led by Evans and 
Kylee Lichtenberg each with 4. 
Niewohner had the team’s lone 
solo block.

EPPJ JVs
top Burwell
for second

victory


