
$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 56 degrees recorded 
on October 20. The low was 
12 degrees on October 25. Pre-
cipitation last week was 0.55 
of  an inch. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Oct 19 40 30  0.05
Oct 20 56 31    
Oct 21 49 35  0.02  
Oct 22 49 29  0.03
Oct 23 32 15    
Oct 24 28 21  0.27  
Oct 25 24 12  0.18  
Total for Last Week.......... 0.55
Total for October ........... .. 0.74
Total for 2020 ................. ..16.65

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

NCDHD says
COVID-19 cases
surpasses 1,360

The number of  new cases 
of  COVID-19 continues to rise 
across the nine-county area 
covered by North Central 
District Health Department. 
As of  Oct. 26, there are 1,368 
cases with 542 recoveries and 
20 deaths. In Antelope County 
there are now 179 with 55 
recoveries and 1 death.

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are:  

Constitutional Amendments 
— State of  Nebraska

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

Notice of  November 
Meetings — Antelope County 
Board of  Commissioners

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and

School District #18.

Community 
club
to hold 

PJCC sets date
for upcoming
dinner theatre
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Pope John One Act team 
will present their competi-
tion piece, a comedy play en-
titled, “The Perfect Ending” 
on Saturday, Nov. 14 in the St. 
Boniface Gym. 

The play is set in the 1950’s 
and tells the story of  a ste-
reotypical June Cleaver-like, 
happy homemaker, preparing 
to host a perfect dinner party. 
Still, one thing stands in her 
way, the end of  the world as 
we know it. However, noth-
ing, not even the end of  the 
world will interrupt her 
perfect dinner party plans. 
As the house fills with many 
zany uninvited guests, the 
ever-so-perfect homemaker 
struggles to maintain her 
perfect hostess image right 
up to the last moment. 

Most of  the action takes 
place in a 1950’s living room 
filled with authentic 50’s fur-
niture and décor. Authentic 
50’s costuming will also help 
reinforce the time period of  
the play.

Playing various lead roles 
are Allyson Selting, Skylar 
Reestman, Sam Hemenway, 
Trista Hemenway, Cale Kin-
ney, Natalie Reicks, Skyler 
Meis, Layne Bullock, Mat-
thew Dilly, Kaylee Ramold, 
Carter Beckman and Linus 
Borer.  The total play cast 
includes 22 One Act members 
as well as 8 crew members. 
Tickets are available from 
any cast member or by call-
ing the school (843-5325).  
Deadline is Friday, Nov. 6.

In Antelope County, across Nebraska 
and throughout the country, voters 
will be going to the polls Tuesday, 
November 3.

Voters will decide if  President 
Donald Trump will receive another 
term in office; or will they elect former 
Vice President Joe Biden to lead the 
country come January 20, 2021.

State races on the ballot include U.S. 
Senator where incumbent Ben Sasse 
is seeking re-election. Also, Third 
District Congressman Adrian Smith is 
seeking re-election.

District #41 State Senator Tom 
Briese is seeking re-election.

Two Antelope County 
Commissioners are running 
unopposed. They are incumbents’ 
District 2 Eli Jacob and District 4 
Charlie Henery.

A number of  other elected positions 
(NRDs, etc.) are on the ballot as well.

Locally, Elgin Ward 1 voters are 
expected to re-elect Jim Kittleson to 
the Elgin City Council. His is the only 
name on the ballot. For Elgin City 
Council Ward 2, no one is listed on the 

ballot.
For the District #18 Board of  

Education, just one name appears 
on the ballot - Steve Busteed. Two 
positions on the school board will need 
to be filled after the election.

A number of  constitutional 
amendments will be voted on. In this 
issue of  the newspaper, special articles 
on the amendments are featured.

Polls will open at 8 a.m. and close at 8 
p.m. Polling sites are:

Tilden Precinct and Tilden 1st Ward 
— Tilden Public Library

Oakdale Precinct — Oakdale 
Community Center

Neligh Precinct, Neligh 1st Ward and 
Neligh 2nd Ward — American Legion 
Post 172, Neligh

Brunswick Precinct — Brunswick 
Community Room

Elgin 1st Ward, Elgin 2nd Ward and 
Elgin Precinct — KC Hall, Elgin

Royal Precinct — Royal Auditorium
Clearwater Precinct — American 

Legion Post 267, Clearwater
Orchard Precinct — Orchard Fire 

Hall

Voters to go to the polls on Tuesday

Forced to go five sets against Elkhorn Valley Friday night, the EPPJ varsity volleyball team celebrated match point (above), winning the 
third place plaque at the Niobrara Valley Conference Volleyball Tournament. Posing with their plaque (below) after the match were (front 
row, l-r): Skylar Reestman, Harlie Bode, Ally Selting, Kirsten Krebs, Marissa Preister, Ashtyn Meis and Alyssa Burenheide. Back row: 
Ass’t. Coach Kim Zwingman, Kaylee Ramold, Taylynne Charf, Skyler Meis, Ashlynne Charf, Lexi Bode, Baylee Busteed, Brenna Martin-
sen, Head Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher and Ass’t. Coach Sandi Henn. E-R photos

Celebration caps epic 5-set victory at NVC Tournament

The Elgin United 
Methodist Church will 
host a “Trunk or Treat” on 
Halloween.

This is open to anyone 
interested in decorating 
your trunk to give out 
treats for a safe place for 
children to trick or treat. 
Please let Merry (402-843-
8043) or Lisa (402-843-6772) 
know and they will sign 
you up.

Trunkers can begin 
to line up at 3:45 p.m. 
The “Ghost and Goblin” 
invasion will run from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Elgin 
United Methodist Church 
parking lot. Note the 
following:

• There will be no games 
this year

• No trick or treaters 
will be inside the church, 
everything will take place 
outside

• Only store bought treats
• Masks need to be worn 

by trunkers
• Drop candy into the 

children’s bag, don’t allow 
them to reach into the treat 
bowl

• Follow social distancing

‘Trunk or
Treat’ to be
at EUMC

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Synonymous with Halloween 
are candy, pumpkins, black 
cats, and Halloween masks. 
However, this year the idea of  
wearing masks for Halloween 
trick-or-treating has taken on 
a whole new meaning. Due to 
the continued risk and recent 
spike in COVID, Elgin City 
Clerk Kristin Childers ex-
plained the city’s need to pro-
vide some helpful guidelines to 
help keep everyone safe while 
taking part in the holiday. 

Kristin said, “With Hallow-
een approaching, I reached out 
to the North Central District 
Health Department to inquire 
about safety guidelines for the 
upcoming holiday. We felt it 
was best to at least offer sug-
gestions to our community 
members for the safest way to 
partake in the holiday festivi-
ties. With their guidance, the 
City of  Elgin has created a 
safety checklist for families to 
consider before heading out or 
handing out treats. “ 

First and foremost, the City 
recommends the wearing of  
masks. Whether you are stay-
ing at home handing out candy 
or going door to door treating 
for candy, masks are highly 
encouraged. With a little crea-
tivity, your protective mask 
could become an accent to your 

City offers
Halloween
safety tips

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

With a fair amount of  snowfall covering 
our area this past weekend, also came the 
realization that Christmas will be here be-
fore we know it. In fact, Christmas is now 
just two short months away. Although 
Halloween and Thanksgiving have yet to 
be celebrated, many store shelves have 
begun displaying their Christmas décor 
and gift items. Locally, the Shop the North 
Pole Vendor Fair has been scheduled, 
giving community members a chance to 
get a jump on finding the perfect gift for 
that someone special right here in town. I 
recently spoke with event organizer Kim 
Young to find out more about the upcom-
ing annual event. 

The Shop the North Pole Vendor Fair 

will take place on Nov. 4 at the Elgin K.C. 
Hall from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is the 
third year the event has been held. The 
idea was developed by locals Kim Young 
and Kathy Dinslage. 

Kim said, “For many years area ven-
dors would set up shop during the annual 
“Kids Shopping Day,” but the Kids Shop-
ping Day has gotten so big we decided to 
separate the events. We can now include 
more vendors to bring to town the best 
shopping experience for all our family 
and friends. Kathy and I agreed that 100 
percent of  the profits, less advertising 
costs, would help local families in need 
during the holiday season. Last year’s 
profits were given to Dean’s Market to 
then be dispersed to in-need area fami-
lies.”   

This year’s event will include ven-
dors from Plainview, Spalding, as well 
as several vendors from right here in 
town. Pampered Chef, Arborview Farms, 
Tastefully Simple, Redding Saddlery and 
Tack, Usborne Books and More, and Color 
Street Nails are just a few popular names 
and products that will be on-site at the 
event. Kim believes there will be about 
fifteen total vendors on location for the 
evening’s festivities. Young said, “The 
event will always be evolving. Last year 
our goal was to create a Ladies Night Out 
experience. We had an open bar, so ladies 
could have a little fun while shopping for 
some great gifts with their girlfriends. 
Unfortunately, this year, due to COVID, we 

‘Shop the North Pole’ event coming next week

See POLE, Page Two
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have eliminated the open bar 
to avoid people gathering. In-
stead, they can come shop and 
go. Being an indoor event, we 
also recommend that shoppers 
wear masks. It is our hope that 
next year we can again focus 
on creating more of  a Ladies’ 
Night experience. We have dis-
cussed incorporating an ugly 
sweater contest and possibly 
incorporating a theme.” This 
year the hall will be decorated 
for Christmas, and it is their 
hope that many will take ad-
vantage of  the opportunity to 
shop the North Pole right here 
in Elgin

costume or could also be hidden underneath 
another mask or face covering. For example, a 
young boy who wants to dress as a cowboy can 
simply wear his mask under a bandanna. For a 
little fun at home to greet the holiday treaters, 
put on a mask, and gown, tease your hair and 
answer the door as a mad scientist or doctor. 
Kids would love it. It is also recommended that 
all treats are pre-packaged. Unfortunately, this 
means no homemade goodies like Vic Miller and 
Leanne Eggers’ ooey, gooey popcorn balls.   

The city also asks that pre-packaged candy be 
put into zip-lock baggies and handed out indi-
vidually, so kids are not rummaging through the 
bowl of  candy. This suggestion may add a little 
bit of  work for those providing the treats but al-

From Page One
Tips

lows the kids the safest way to participate.   
We are also asked to keep in mind the current 

guidelines for social distancing.  Kids are en-
couraged to keep their trick or treating groups 
small and best to trick or treat with members 
of  your own family. Possibly this year, convince 
the whole family to do a themed ensemble so you 
can incorporate these Halloween changes as a 
family. With Halloween not being quite the same 
for kids as years past, getting the whole family 
involved may be an alternative to encourage and 
embrace the necessary safety guidelines. 

The final recommendation is that all kids 
wash their hands before opening any candy. As 
tempting as it may be, encourage kids to wait 
until they get home and wash their hands before 
digging in. 
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

See SMITH, Page 10

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

Letter to the Editor

This week’s snow brought with 
it a vivid memory. It was one of  
those sparkling-snowy, blowy, 
winter afternoons. Bundled in 
layers of  stretch pants and blue 
jeans, sweaters topped with water 
repellent play-coats, knit hats en-
cased inside the hoods that were 
zippered to our coats, my older 
brother, John, and I ventured 
out the kitchen door, through the 
garage and into the wonderland 

that was 
our neigh-
borhood 
shrouded 
in several 
inches of  
light, drifty 
snow.  Our 
little broth-
er, Tommy, 
came 
outside with 
us. He was 
barely two, 
bundled in-
side a stiff, 
powder-blue 
snowsuit 
and boots a 
couple sizes 
bigger than 
his bread-
bag encased 

feet. Tommy trailed behind us 
as we slip-slided and laughed 
our way down our driveway and 
joined our friends around the 
corner. 

The Himebaugh and Laurel 
Avenue kids from high up on 52nd 
street to the east and high up on 
56th street to the west gleefully 
gathered for shenanigans along 
the valley that was 54th street.  
There were sleds and snow angels 
and snow-ball fights and forts con-
structed in the vacant lots. Snow 
clung like cockle-burrs to knit 
mitten cuffs and pink cheeks and 
chins glistened with frozen snot. 

The street light on the cor-
ner came on and Mom rang the 
cow-bell from our dining room 
window-it was time for us Zahller 
kids to head home. We took off  
running through the hedge and 
across our back yard. The snow 
had drifted and we laughed as we 
trudged through it, finally burst-
ing through the basement door. 
In a flash Johnny and I shed our 
snow encrusted clothes at the foot 

Leave no one 
behind

Contentions legislative races about to wrap up
Following a contentious pandemic protracted leg-

islative session, it should come as no surprise that 
campaigning for half  of  the seats in the Legislature 
has – in some cases -- turned ugly, very ugly.

If  the race between incumbent Julie Slama and 
challenger Janet Palmtag in southeast Nebraska’s 
First District were a TV game show it would be 
called “Whose Republican Party Is It Anyway?” 
Both women are Republicans. Slama, a law col-

lege student, was appointed 
to the seat by Governor 
Pete Ricketts. Palmtag has 
the endorsements of  for-
mer Gov. Dave Heineman, 
Congressman Jeff  Forten-
berry and former District 
One State Senators Roger 
Wehrbein of  Plattsmouth 
and Dave Pankonin of  Lou-
isville.

The Nebraska Public 
Service Commission is 
investigating the Nebraska 
Republican Party for il-
legal robocalls that falsely 
claimed Palmtag was lying 
about the endorsements. 
The commission issued 
a cease and desist order 
against the party. That’s 
the same Republican Party 
that was called out early 

in the campaign for a controversial mailer link-
ing Palmtag with “extreme” Sen. Ernie Chambers 
of  Omaha. A photo-shopped picture of  the two – 
they’ve never met – was included and termed “race-
baiting” by Heineman and others. Ricketts respond-
ed that it was appropriate political comment.

The PSC complaint said: the Nebraska Republi-
can Party failed to file the required legal disclaimer 
with a phone number, web address, or mailing ad-
dress of  the caller; failed to file a copy of  the script 
with the PSC within 24 hours of  placing the calls; 
did not have a permit to operate robocalls within 
the State of  Nebraska. 

The Nebraska Accountability & Disclosure Com-
mission is also investigating illegal coordination 
of  $75,000 in political donations by the party to the 
Slama campaign.

In the 49th District, a race between a Republi-
can incumbent and the Democrat challenger who 
actually outpolled him in the primary also featured 
a questionable mailer. Another Ricketts appoin-
tee, Sen. Andrew La Grone of  Gretna is running 
against Jen Day, a Democrat who owns a southwest 
Omaha strength and conditioning gym. 

Day objected to a La Grone brochure sent out re-
cently that described her as “too extreme” – there’s 
that word again -- and unwilling to do what’s 
necessary to keep families safe. Those charges are 
inaccurate, she said, because she has two young 
sons and every reason to back law enforcement and 
public safety. 

She chuckled at a La Grone brochure – guess who 
sent it out? – that included a picture of  one of  her 
volunteers whom the La Grone campaign confused 
for Day. That reflects poor attention to detail, she 

said. La Grone called it a mistake and a distraction 
from real issues.

In some ways, the District 49 race mirrors the 
divide in national politics. La Grone said he and 
his opponent have “incredibly different views” and 
that his philosophy aligns with the majority of  
voters in the district. Day said Nebraska’s tradition 
of  having a nonpartisan Unicameral Legislature is 
“turning into Washington-style politics.” Nebras-
ka’s state senators have to be willing to have hard 
conversations with each other, she said, and find 
ways to compromise.

The race to succeed Chambers, the longest serv-
ing senator, boils down to a young newcomer he en-
dorsed facing a veteran officeholder who has been 
around North Omaha politics a long time. 

Chambers has endorsed 30-year-old Terrell Mc-
Kinney, a college career counselor, law student and 
former Omaha high school wrestling standout who 
is three years younger than Chambers was when he 
was first elected to the Legislature a half-century 
ago. The challenger is 72-year-old Fred Conley, the 
first Black man elected to the Omaha City Council 
in 1981. He’s also been on both the Metropolitan 
Community College and Papio-Missouri River 
Natural Resources District boards.

Conley said he’s running on over 40 years of  

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

See McNEIL, Page Five

community involvement. McKinney said he sees 
himself  as part of  a new generation of  young Black 
leaders who are passionate about North Omaha 
and ready to stand up for its people. 

Another Omaha race features John Cavanaugh, a 
Democrat who is the son of  a former state Senator 
and U.S. Congressman by the same name and the 
brother of  current state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh. 
If  the 39-year-old public defender wins, the Ca-
vanaughs would be the first brother-sister act in 
the Legislature.

He’s running against Marque Snow, also a Demo-
crat and president of  the Omaha School Board.  

In Grand Island, Democratic incumbent Sen. Dan 
Quick is being challenged by former state senator 
Ray Aguilar, a Republican. Quick won his race four 
years ago by fewer than 100 votes to represent Dis-
trict 35, which includes the city of  Grand Island. 
Aguilar, 73, served in the Legislature from 1999 to 
2008. 

Aguilar said his previous experience in the 
Legislature makes him a natural choice. He said 
he prided himself  on his ability to form coalitions 
across the aisle. “All I’ve heard since I’ve been gone 
is how it’s not the same Legislature,” he said, “and 
people are not getting along.”

Twenty Years Ago
October 25, 2000

Karen Siems of  Elgin 
returned home with 
some hardware from the 
International Federation 
of  Leather Guilds Show in 
Topeka, Kansas. Siems entered 
two of  her leather projects in 
the Masters Class competition 
at the show.  Her leather 
sculpture, which required 
several years of  work to 
complete, earned a first place 
award. The three dimensional 
work depicts a girl, kneeling 
in front of  an open trunk, 
hugging a teddy bear. Siems 

also entered a leather picture 
of  an eagle, which earned her 
an honorable mention award. 
While attending the national 
show, she took a class on 
pattern making and attended 
many demonstrations by 
artists from across the country.

Shari Childers and Troy 
Moore were crowned the  royal 
couple at Elgin High School 
during the Homecoming 
festivities. Attendants to the 
queen were, Marisa Meis, 
Wendy Woodard, Tonya 
Koinzan, Kristen Blair, 
Charisse Miller, and Georgette 
Kistner, Attendants to the king 

Looking Back
were Josh Kallhoff, Greg Henn, 
Tom Morrison, and Steve 
Eisenmann, Crownbearers 
were Jessica Heithoff  and 
Anthony Hemenway.

Elgin’s new community 
announcement sign was put 
into place and anchored to the 
brick base. Brian Mack used a 
forklift from CFC Lumber and 
Hardware to lift the sign into 
place. Landscaping blocks were 
also installed around the sign 
and an engraved stone will also 
be installed.

Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department was called to 
a combine fire at the Ray 

Payne farm, four miles north 
of  Elgin. Soybean chaff  
inside the machine had 
started to smolder. The fire 
was extinguished in a short 
time, with no damage to the 
combine.

A senior livestock judging 
team for the Elgin FFA chapter 
won first place in the District 
10 Livestock Judging Contest 
at Ericson.  The senior team 
consisted of  Tyler Bode and 
Jesse Schindler, both of  Elgin 
High;  Matt Pelster of  Pope 
John and Ace VanDeWalle of  
Orchard High School.  They 
won the contest by a wide 
margin over the second place 
team. The Elgin FFA team will 
compete in a State Livestock 
Judging Contest next April  
during the National FFA 
Convention.  
Thirty Years Ago
October 31, 1990

Great Plains 
Communications, Inc. honored 
25 employees with service 
awards during its annual fall 
meeting held at the Omaha 
Marriott Hotel. Robert 
Tharnish of  Elgin was honored 
for 25 years of  service. Frank 
Jetensky of  Elgin was honored 
for his retirement during 1990 
after 43 years of  service.

Baking and packing of  the 
cookies for Elgin ’s “Operation 
Cookie” took place Sunday, 
November 4th, at the Elgin 
Public School lunchroom. 
Volunteers gathered to 
bake and pack the cookies. 

“Operation Cookie” is a 
Community Project to prepare 
and send homemade cookies 
to U.S. servicemen and women 
stationed in the Persian Gulf  
and other overseas locations. 
Mabel Miller and Rita Wagner 
were pleased with the turnout.

Details of  the Christmas 
“Parade of  Homes” were 
announced by Young-N-
Lively Extension Club, which 
sponsors the event.  The self-
guided tour featured the homes 
of  Lucille Benda, Dorothy 
Newton, Jeanne Johnson, 
Mary Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Sturek, and Mrs. Bill Alderson. 
Smoking was not permitted in 
any of  the homes, and the club 
requested no children under 
the age of  13 be taken on the 
tour. 

Races for District 7 Antelope 
County Supervisor and the 
Nebraska Governors chair 
were among the highlights 
of  the general election. 
Candidates for District 
7 Supervisors seat were 
Republican incumbent Shirley 
L. Nissen and Democrat 
Robert D. Hoefacker. A write in 
campaign has also be launched 
by K.D. Bennett of  Elgin. 
Supervisors were being elected 
by districts rather than at-
large for the first time in many 
years. Republican Governor 
Kay Orr was completing 
her four-term. She faced 
Democratic challenger Ben 
Nelson in her re-election bid. 

Elgin Lady Eagles advanced 

to the semifinals of  the 
D2-4 District Volleyball 
Tournament with a 15-6, 15-
10 win over Petersburg in 
the first round of  play. Elgin 
served nearly 93 percent in the 
Petersburg match. Leading 
servers were Motana Kee, 15 
out of  15 with 10 points, and 
Lori Eggers, 11 out of  13 nine 
points and two aces. 
Fifty Years Ago
October 22, 1970

Airman Dwayne Bauer, 
son of  Mrs. Gladys M. Bauer, 
has completed basic training 
at Lackland AFB, Texas. He 
has been assigned to Chanute 
AFB, Illinois, for training in 
vehicle maintenance. Airman 
Bauer, a 1968 graduate of  Elgin 
Public High School, attended 
Universal Trade School in 
Omaha and was employed by 
Contois Motor Company.

What’s the latest news in 
fashions? It’s make it  yourself  
lingerie at considerable 
savings. Area extension agent, 
Kerrol Skokan, announced an 
upcoming lingerie workshop 
to be offered in the area. The 
workshop will be conducted by 
Doris Michelson of  Dormi’s 
Knit Shop of  Omaha. The 
entire workshop will last  10.5 
hours and covers selection 
of  fabric and construction 
of  pants, bras, girdles, slips, 
sleepwear plus gift ideas. A 
registration of  $2.00 will be 
charged for the 2-day program.

By Jessie Reestman

Dear Editor,
Every four years we have 

the opportunity to elect the 
President of  our country and 
this election is more important 
than ever. Never has there been 
more at stake than there is 
now, with this election. What 
we have to remember is that 
we are not voting for ‘the man’ 
but we should be voting on the 
issues.

These issues are important 
to each individual and the 
future of  our country. We are 
voting for Pro-Life, to retain 
the electoral college, and to 
vote to retain the Republic in 
which we live. Also at stake is 

keeping law and order and our 
police force. We need to vote for 
our military and all veterans 
who served, fought and died for 
this country. We are voting for 
the right to worship and praise 
God without fear. We should 
be voting for freedom and the 
American dream. Also to vote 
for the Second Amendment 
and the entire Constitution as 
it was written by our Founding 
Fathers and not some per-
verted version that the radical 
Left wants to make it into. A 
country is not a country unless 
it has secure borders. This 
election is about future genera-
tions and our God-given rights 

that it protects. It’s about truth, 
values, greatness and hope.

The Presidency, the House 
of  Representatives, the Senate 
and the Supreme Court are all 
at risk with this election. This 
election is about our country 
retaining our freedom and 
liberty, or having our country 
“fundamentally transformed” 
which is what the radical Left 
wants.

Once freedom and liberty 
are gone it will not return! It 
would take a second American 
Revolution to get it all back.

May God bless America and 
keep her free!

Jim Baum

Let us retain our Freedom and Liberty
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Obituary

Born near Petersburg, he spent all but the last few years living in the Elgin area working as a carpenter.
Maynard Scholl, 89

Maynard J. Scholl, 89, 
of  Elgin, NE passed away 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 

Faith Regional 
Services, 
Norfolk, NE.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial will 
be 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, 
October 31, 2020 
at St. Boniface 
Catholic 
Church in 

Elgin with Fr. Kevin Vogel 
officiating. A private family 
inurnment will take place at 
St. Bonaventure Cemetery, 
Raeville, NE. Current Covid-19 
DHM’s in effect, including 

social distancing, will be 
followed at the services.

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin is in charge of  
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com.

*****
Maynard Scholl was born on 

July 14,1931 near Petersburg, 
Nebraska to Ignatius and 
Leona (Richart) Scholl and 
departed this life at Faith 
Regional Health Services in 
Norfolk, Nebraska on October 
21, 2020.

Maynard grew up and spent 
his entire life in the Elgin area 
with the exception of  the last 
few years in the Neligh and 

Norfolk Veteran’s nursing 
homes.

Maynard lost his dad when 
he was ten years old and felt 
an overwhelming need to act 
as the man of  the house, being 
the oldest son and took many 
odd jobs around town to help 
support his mother and four 
siblings. 

Maynard attended St. 
Boniface School through the 
tenth grade and finished his 
education and graduated from 
Elgin Public High School with 
the class of  1949. In 1952 he 
was drafted into the Army and 
was stationed in Japan for two 
years.  While stationed there 
he worked with a crew drafting 
the first topographical map of  

Japan after Hiroshima. 
On November 26, 1955 he was 

united in marriage to Joan 
Reikofski of  Tilden, Nebraska 
and they moved into the 
home he built for her and he 
continued to live there until he 
moved to the nursing home. 
To this union five children 
were born. Karin (Mike) 
Kinney Elgin, Steven (friend 
Cara) Friend, Nebraska, 
Kathy (Kasey) Tobias Sargent, 
Nebraska, Randy (friend 
Connie) Elgin and Jeff  (friend 
Nancy) Elgin.

Maynard was a carpenter 
by trade apprenticing under 
Hawley Merchant of  Elgin and 
also worked as co-manager of  
the Elgin Lumber and Grain 

politics, he cast politics in a different light. Jesus didn’t suc-
cumb to partisanship, instead Jesus was the campaign manager 
for God’s politics. Coins bearing the image of  the emperor may 
belong to the empire, but human beings, who bear the image of  
God, belong to God.

In the campaign that Jesus managed, he made it clear that 
every single person was of  value and worth. In the campaign 
that Jesus managed the poor received the most attention while 
the rich and powerful had to wait in line. The lepers and Samari-
tans, tax collectors and prostitutes, the outcasts of  that era, were 
given seats at the table. The prophets’ admonitions to care for the 
orphans and widows and foreigners were slogans of  Jesus’ cam-
paign and when it got down to the “economy, stupid” the measure 
of  God’s economy, according to Christ wasn’t how Wall Street 
(or Rome) was doing, but how the most vulnerable people on the 
planet fared that mattered. 

We are in the final days of  what has been the weirdest, wildest, 

and the Farmers Hardware 
Store for several years.  After 
leaving the hardware store 
he worked for Bob Middleton 
out of  Clearwater, Nebraska 
building houses and doing 
remodeling work. The few 
years before retiring he worked 
for his brother Gary at The 
Village Craftsman in Elgin. 

He would tell you that one of  
the most challenging things he 
had done was to help re-shingle 
the St. Boniface Church steeple 
when he was old enough to 
know better. Maynard was good 
at drawing and lettered many 
signs and stock cars in his 
younger days. 

Some of  his favorite hobbies 
included motorcycle racing 

and hill climbs with the local 
Traveleers Motorcycle Club 
when younger and fishing at 
Floberts Lake east of  town in 
later years.  He also liked to 
garden and had a big one when 
he was able. 

Maynard is survived by 
his five children, eleven 
grandchildren, sixteen great 
grandchildren, one great great-
grandchild; two brothers Gary 
of  Elgin and Don of  Clinton, 
Utah. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, wife Joan, two 
sisters Alice Beelart and Doris 
Terry, three grandsons Danny 
Scholl, Trenton Scholl and 
Michael Scholl and one great-
grandson Traydon Tobias.

People far and wide knew Ron from his 25+ years of racing stock cars, many times racing alongside his cousins. 
Ronald Wilkinson, 81

Funeral service for Ronald 
Wilkinson, age 81, of  Oakdale, 
NE will be 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
October 29, 2020 at Elgin United 
Methodist Church with Pastor 

Brian Loy, of-
ficiating.  

Visitation 
will be 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
October 28, 2020 
at Beyer Snider 
Memorial 
Funeral Home 
in Neligh, NE. 
Burial will be at 

Oakdale Cemetery.  
CDC guidelines will be fol-

lowed and masks to be worn at 
visitation and funeral service.  

Ron passed away on Sunday, 
October 25, 2020 surrounded by 
family at Antelope Memorial 
Hospital in Neligh, NE. Beyer 
Snider Memorial Funeral 

Home is handling the arrange-
ments.  Condolences may be 
directed to the family at www.
beyersnidermemorialfh.com

In Lieu of  flowers memorials 
may be directed to family for 
future designation. 

*****
Ron was born August 10, 

1939, at home on a farm west of  
Elgin, the son of  Irl and Irma 
(Schmidt) Wilkinson. He at-
tended school in the Elgin area, 
quitting before his graduation 
to help on the family farm 
after his father lost his arm 
to a harvesting accident. The 
family moved to town in 1955, 
at which time Ron ran an egg 
and cream route for Farmer’s 
Co-op. He later went to work for 
Miller Seed. He was a salesman 
for Ritz Craft Trailer Factory, 
Purina Feed and he was a car 
salesman for the Ford dealer-
ship in Elgin.  

Even as a young man Ron 
loved fast cars and motor-
cycles. He belonged to the 
Traveleer’s Motorcycle Club, 
participating in hill climbs and 
scrambles on a track south of  
Oakdale. People far and wide 
knew Ron from his 25+ years of  
racing stock cars and his pink 
#8 car and later the stars and 
stripes #8 car. He raced tracks 
in Norfolk, Albion, Creighton, 
Clearwater, Niobrara and some 
in Stuart. He raced alongside 
four of  his cousins; Bud, Dean, 
Gary and Little Ron, notably, 
“the Wilkinson Team”.  At one 
time Ron was known to have 
600+ trophies in his winning 
collection.

On December 28, 1959, Ron 
married Janice Potter. To this 
marriage four children were 
born. They later divorced. 
Ron started and ran a stump 
grinding business for four or 

five years until he had cov-
ered most of  the area from 
Elgin to Norfolk. In June of  
1975 he married Mary Stelling 
of  Orchard. They resided in 
Norfolk where they started a 
custom combining business. 
His crew, which at that time 
also included his son Larry, 
started each year in Texas 
and worked their way back 
to Nebraska. Ron and Mary 
then relocated to Oakdale in 
about 1980, where they started 
a custom hay grinding busi-
ness, M & R Grinding. They 
later divorced and Ron ran the 
hay grinding business until 
his retirement. In the spring 
of  1997, Ron met a very loving 
and caring woman, Donna, 
who would come to be his life 
partner and was with him to 
the very end. Ron had a love of  
competition and hated to lose. 
Whether it be motorcycle ral-

lies (33 years in Sturgis), stock 
car racing, snowmobile racing, 
antique tractor pulling, classic 
car shows, he loved to WIN! He 
earned and held a pilot license 
back in the day, and also tried 
out and qualified for NASCAR, 
but failed to pass his eye exam. 
He at one time was also an avid 
coyote hunter. Over the past 
few years he loved weekends 
spent camping with Donna 
and other friends. He loved 
afternoon coffee at the local 
coffee shop. Those who knew 
Ron Wilkinson, know that he 
knew how to LIVE life! There 
are so many more adventures 
and stories than can be listed 
here and are now memories to 
cherish forever! Big Ron was 
known by many, loved by most, 
and will be remembered by all! 
It has been said for years that 
Ron never met a stranger and 

probably knew at least one per-
son in every town in Nebraska. 
Ron found his faith in God and 
loved his church and church 
family.  He loved his many 
grandchildren, as they did him.

He is survived by his life 
partner Donna Vice; children, 
Larry Wilkinson (Cheryl) of  
Neligh; Connie (John) Sharples 
of  Fullerton and Krista (Jer-
emy) Freeman of  Norfolk; 7 
grandchildren, 14 great- grand-
children; brothers Dale Wilkin-
son and late wife Joyce; Lynn 
(Pat) Wilkinson of  Neligh; 
sister Rose Ann (Pat) Cool of  
Columbus; sister-in-law, Lorri 
Wilkinson of  Chapman. 

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Linda; infant 
granddaughter Leslie Jo Hess, 
grandson, Tyson Freeman, 
his parents and brother Vance 
Wilkinson.
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ATKINSON — What lingers 
in the heart of  a team, a season 
nearly over where expectations 
haven’t always come to 
fruition? Just minutes away 
from victory, suddenly forced 
to play one more set, where 
did they find the drive to claim 
victory when momentum no 
longer was on their side?

If  you had been at West Holt 
High School Friday night, 
you could have witnessed 
with your own eyes just how 
determination and belief  in 
the process can extract victory 
from the makings of  defeat.

Mere words can’t do justice 
to what eyes see when two 
teams battle and neither one 
wants to lose. It’s rare when 
matches like this happen. 
Forget the regular season, 
those matchups only take 
on some added meaning 
when some over-inflated 
prognosticator says this is the 
game to watch. No, games only 
have true meaning when they 
are part of  the postseason. Win 
and advance, lose and go home, 
these are the matches that 
mean something, these are the 
ones which linger in the minds 
of  players long after their 
playing days are over.

Nearly 40 years into being 
a journalist, while we’re 
supposed to be impartial, I find 
myself  more and more wanting 

to openly 
cheer as 
I work. 
Seated in 
a folding 
chair, I 
stomped 
my foot 
down 
in frus-
tration as 
we let the 
Falcons 
back 
into the 
match 
when 
they 
claimed 
the 
fourth 
set. I 
squirmed 

from side to side as the fifth set 
played out. Then, as the final 
points unfolded, I was rooting 
for my team, clad in red and 
black, to find a way to win. As 
the final points were recorded 
on the scoreboard, the floor 
seemed to shake when the girls 
celebrated match point.

Long before me, someone 
once said something to the 
effect that winning extends life. 
On this night, victory made us 
all feel a bit younger.

*****
One night earlier, the 

same couldn’t be said for 
the Wolfpack football team. 
Another trip to the state 
football playoffs, another tough 
matchup and a quick exit.

Bruning, site of  the game, is 
a nice community. The football 
field runs north and south and 
the wind on this day out of  
the north was cold and bitter. 
Maybe the moisture in the air 
but the wind cut like shards of  
glass on unprotected skin.

The Eagles had an 
abundance of  size, speed and 
strength. They imposed their 
will and, while the Wolfpack 
did the best they could, we had 
no answer.

We’ve been back in the 
playoffs for consecutive years 
now. One might ask when 
will the Wolfpack’s fortunes 
change? The answer is simple. 
Win more games in the regular 
season and draw a more 
favorable matchup in the 
opening round. There’s a good 
chance a winning record will 
mean a first round home game. 
Elgin Field in late October, I 
like those odds anytime.

The next time the Wolfpack 
play a game where the final 
score counts, we will benefit 
from not only more time in 
the weight room, but more 
experience. We have a great 
nucleus of  players to build on. 
Boys, you’re best days on the 
gridiron are in front of  you.

*****
Then there’s the start of  

the Big 10 football season. 
The outcome of  Ohio State/
Nebraska didn’t surprise me, 
nor am I down on the team 
like some fickle fans are. The 
Buckeyes are the blue bloods 
right now, we remain a work in 
progress. 

If  we win five of  the 
remaining seven games, I will 
be elated. Will you?

It’s all about the
postseason

BRUNING — Bruning-
Davenport-Shickley dominated 
every facet of  Thursday’s first 
round state playoff  game, 
defeating the Wolfpack 50 to 0.

Playing like they were late 
for a very important date, the 
Eagles scored on their first two 
plays and never looked back 
as they remained unbeaten to 
advance in the state playoffs.

The Eagles capitalized on 
their size, speed and strength 
to limit the Wolfpack to just 
four first downs in the game 
and 118 total yards.

Dalton Kleinschmidt scored 
on touchdown runs of  32 and 
seven yards on their first two 
plays from scrimmage.

The Wolfpack then, in the 
middle stages of  the first 
quarter, put together a short 
drive showing the promise the 
team has for next year as they 
lose just three seniors (Layne 
Bullock, Joey Getzfred and 
Jordan Lindgren).

Working the ball on the 
ground with Jack Wemhoff, 
quarterback Paiton Hoefer 
went to the air on third down 
to find sophomore Colton 
Wright for a first down near 
midfield. Another completion 
to Wright followed up by a 
hard-nosed run by Wemhoff  
gave EPPJ a second first down 
on the Eagles’ 33-yard line.

The Eagles’ defense stiffened 
and forced the Wolfpack to turn 
the ball over on downs on the 
25-yard line. It would be the 

deepest excursion into BDS 
territory during the game.

Kleinschmidt added his third 
touchdown of  the quarter and 
the Eagles scored a safety to 
close out the quarter.

Senior Eagles’ quarterback 
Dominic Phillipi, elusive as 
any quarterback the Wolfpack 
have seen this season, scored 
two touchdowns before 
halftime as BDS took a 42 to 
0 lead. The Wolfpack’s best 
chance to score came at the end 
of  the second quarter where 
they turned the ball over on 
downs inside the Eagles’ five-
yard line.

Due to the 35-point rule, the 
clock ran during the second 
half. The only score came on 
a 10+ play drive where Eagles’ 
backup quarterback Seth 
Stengel scored on a one-yard 
keeper.

The loss ended the 
Wolfpack’s season at 3-6, yet 
there should be optimism 
about next season as this was a 
season where the team played 
mostly underclassmen who 
gained valuable experience 
against good competition.

“Size, speed and strength,” 
Wolfpack Coach Randy Eisen-
hauer said were the deciding 
factors in the loss. “All three 
of  those. They are a number 1 
team for a reason. I don’t think 
the weather or the field had 
anything to do with it. They 
were a much better team in all 
aspects of  the game.”  

Looking to next year, Eisen-
hauer said, “We will have to 
work hard during the offseason 
to have more success.  Could be 
a great year for the kids.  Just 
need to continue to work hard 
and improve.”

Wemhoff  led ball carriers 
with 61 yards on 25 carries. 
The Wolfpack played the 
majority of  the game without 
starting fullback Cale Kinney 
who was sidelined early with 
an injury and never returned.

Wright stood out as a 
receiving threat, catching four 
balls for 49 yards, Blake Henn 
had two catches for 13 yards.

Hoefer connected on six of  11 
pass attempts for 64 yards and 
one interception.

On defense, EPPJ was led by 
Wemhoff  with eight tackles, 
Wright had the team’s only 
quarterback sack.

Eagles 50, Wolfpack 0
BDS……………..26  16  8  0 — 50
EPPJ……………..0    0  0  0 —  0
BDS — Dalton Kleinschmidt 32 
run (Dominic Phillipi run)
BDS — Kleinschmidt 7 run (Phillipi 
run)
BDS — Kleinschmidt 29 run 
(Phillipi run)
BDS — Safety, punter tackled in 
endzone
BDS — Phillipi 29 run (Phillipi pass 
to Easton Weber)
BDS — Weber 27 run (Phillipi 
pass to Tyler Grote)
BDS — Seth Stengel 1 run 
(Stengel run)
Team stats  EPPJ
Rushing   34/54
Passing   6/11/1
Passing Yds     64
Total offense    118
Total plays     46
First downs      4
Fumbles lost      1
Penalties/Yds   4/20
Individual statistics
Rushing (att/yds) — Jack Wemhoff 
25/61, Paiton Hoefer 5/6, Jordan 
Lindgren 2/-15, Myles Kittelson 
2/2. Team totals: 34/54
Passing (att/comp/int — yds) — 
Paiton Hoefer 6/11/1 — 64.
Receiving (rec/yds) — Blake Henn 
2/13, Colton Wright 4/49. Team 
totals: 6/62
Tackles (solo/asst) — Layne 
Bullock 1/1, Jack Wemhoff 
3/5, Paiton Hoefer 2/2, Austin 
Good 1/4, Blake Henn 2/0, Nick 
Anderson 3/1, Colton Wright 
1/2, Dylon Lueking 0/2, Thomas 
Warnke 1/1, Joey Getzfred 0/2, 
Linus Borer 0/1, David Durre 1/1. 
Team totals: 15/22
Tackles for loss — Colton Wright 1
Quarterbac sacks — Colton Wright 
1
Fumble recoveries — Jordan 
Lindgren 1

Colton Wright caught four passes for 49 yards against the Eagles’ stingy defense. E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ drops opening round
game in D2 State Playoffs

Layne Bullock (1) leads the way into the line ahead of running back 
Jack Wemhoff during first half action. E-R photo/DMorgan

SPRINGVIEW — One 
win away from a spot in the 
championship game of  the 
NVC Volleyball Tournament, 
Elgin Public-Pope John had 
no answers for CWC and were 
swept 25-17, 25-6 and 25-16.

Continuing a streak which 
dates back several years, 
the Renegades dominated 
the Wolfpack to advance in 
tourney play, sending EPPJ to 
the third-place match played 
Friday night (see separate 
story).

Very little went right for the 
Wolfpack in this match. Their 
attack was muffled by the 
Renegades. EPPJ had just 15 
kills on 71 swings, producing 11 
errors. Junior Lexi Bode had 
six kills on 16 swings. Taylynne 
Charf  had 11 set assists in the 
match.

A key statistic in the 
match was serve receive. The 
Wolfpack had more errors (34) 
than successful serve receives 
(33).

CWC went on to face 
Summerland Friday night, 
defeating the Bobcats to win 
the conference championship.

CWC 3, EPPJ 0
Renegades……………..25  25  25
Wolfpack………………..17   6   16
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Lexi Bode 
6/16/4, Ashlynne Charf 3/12/2, 
Harlie Bode 0/8/2, Skyler Meis 
3/15/1, Kirsten Krebs 0/2/0, 
Taylynne Charf 3/4/0, Ally Selting 
0/14/2. Team totals: 15/71/11
Serving (A/SA) — Marissa Preister 
0/2, Kaylee Ramold 0/2, Lexi Bode 
0/4, Ashlynne Charf 0/3, Harlie 
Bode 0/6, Skyler Meis 0/9, Kirsten 
Krebs 0/5, Taylynne Charf 0/7, Ally 
Selting 0/2. Team totals: 0/40

Blocks (BS/BA) — Lexi Bode 1/0, 
Ashlynne Charf 2/0, Skyler Meis 
1/0. Team totals: 4/0
Digs (D/DE) — Brenna Martinsen 
3/2, Marissa Preister 2/0, Kaylee 
Ramold 0/1, Lexi Bode 2/0, 
Ashlynne Charf 7/3, Harlie Bode 
1/4, Skyler Meis 5/1, Kirsten 
Krebs 5/6, Taylynne Charf 4/3, Ally 
Selting 0/1. Team totals: 29/21
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Ashlynne 
Charf 1/2/0, Harlie Bode 3/6/0, 
Taylynne Charf 7/55/0. Team 
totals: 11/63/0
Serve Receive (R/RE) — Brenna 
Martinsen 2/2, Marissa Preister 
1/1, Kaylee Ramold 6/4, Lexi Bode 
0/1, Ashlynne Charf 5/6, Skyler 
Meis 8/10, Kirsten Krebs 11/6, 
Taylynne Charf 0/1, Ally Selting 
0/3. Team totals: 33/34

Junior Lexi Bode (5) led the 
Wolfpack with six kills against 
the Renegades. Photo courtesy 
The Springview Herald

CWC sweeps EPPJ in semi-finals

ATKINSON — Tied two sets 
all, Elgin Public-Pope John 
found a way to win the big 
points to defeat Elkhorn Valley 
and claim third place in the 
Niobrara Valley Conference 
Volleyball Tournament.

Playing Friday night at West 
Holt High School, the Wolfpack 
defeated the Falcons 11-25, 25-
20, 25-23, 24-26 and 15-11.

It was as big a victory on the 
court that the Wolfpack have 
had in several seasons. To get 
there, EPPJ had to overcome 
an upset-minded Falcons squad 
who had all the momentum at 
the start of  the final set.

The Falcons jumped out to 
a 4 to 2 lead behind the play 
of  5’10” sophomore Brooke 
Wilcox. 

Junior Lexi Bode led EPPJ 
back as she put together three 
kills and the duo of  Ashlynne 
Charf  and Taylynne Charf  
combined for a stuff  block on 
Anessa Halsey to give EPPJ a 7 
to 5 lead.

Senior Ally Selting had a huge match against the Falcons, produc-
ing 21 kills at the net. E-R photo/DMorgan

Wolfpack take third
at NVC tourney

The teams traded points 
before a kill by senior Ally 
Selting gave EPPJ a 10 to 8 
lead. The Falcons then rallied 
to tie the score at 10-all. Then 
a missed serve by the Falcons 
gave EPPJ an 11 to 10 margin.

Each point the rest of  the 
way for the Wolfpack was big 
really big. Skyler Meis and 
Taylynne Charf  combined on 
a stuff  block, Selting had two 
kills, setting up match point at 
14-11. Then, just moments later 
it was over as a Falcon attack 
struck the antenna.

The Wolfpack had 56 kills 
in 187 swings, led by Selting 
with 21 kills, Lexi Bode had 
17. Taylnne Charf  had 42 set 
assists.

Kirsten Krebs led in serve 
receive with 25, Ashlynne 
Charf  had 18 digs in the match.

The victory boosted EPPJ’s 
record to 17-9 heading into 
sub-district action on Monday 

See FALCONS, Page 12

A fantastic season continues on 
as Elgin Public-Pope John defeated 
Summerland in the finals of  the Class 
D1-5 Subdistrict Tuesday night.

Playing on the Bobcats’ home court, 
EPPJ won 25-17, 25-21, 13-25 and 25-12. 
The Wolfpack (19-9) will play Saturday 
for a chance to go to state. Foe and 

location yet to be determined.
 On Monday night, EPPJ defeated 

Elkhorn Valley in four sets to advance 
to the D1-5 championship game. Scores 

were 25-22, 17-25, 25-8 and 25-16.
Complete writeups of  the two 

postseason matches will be featured in 
next week’s issue of  The Elgin Review. 

EPPJ wins D1-5 Sub, to play district final Saturday



BURWELL — So close, and yet so far 
away.

Victory slipped through the fingers of  
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LEGAL NOTICE OF 
MEASURES TO BE VOTED UPON 

AT THE GENERAL 
ELECTION OCCURRING ON 

NOVEMBER 3, 2020

BALLOT TITLE AND TEXT OF 
STATUTORY INITIATIVES  

PROPOSED BY  IN IT IATIVE 
PETITION

BALLOT TITLE AND TEXT
OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL

AMENDMENTS
PROPOSED BY THE

LEGISLATURE

___________________
PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1

A vote FOR this constitutional 
amendment would el iminate a 
provision in the Nebraska Constitution 
that states that slavery or involuntary 
serv i tude may be  used as  a 
punishment for conviction of a crime.

A vote  AGAINST this constitutional 
amendment would leave the language 
regarding slavery or involuntary 
servitude unchanged in the Nebraska 
Constitution.

A constitutional amendment to 
eliminate slavery or involuntary 
servitude as a punishment for 
crime.

  For

   Against
__________________________

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2

A vote FOR this constitutional 
amendment would amend the 
Nebraska Constitution to authorize 
the Legislature to extend the maximum 
length of time for the repayment of 
indebtedness related to tax-increment 
financing from 15 years to 20 years 
if more than one-half of the property 
in the project area is designated as 
extremely blighted.

A vote AGAINST this constitutional 
amendment would leave the maximum 
length of time for repayment of 
indebtedness unchanged at 15 years.

A constitutional amendment 
to authorize the Legislature 
to allow cities and villages to 
pledge property taxes as part of a 
redevelopment project for a period 
not to exceed twenty years if, due 
to a high rate of unemployment 
combined with a high poverty rate 
as determined by law, more than 
one-half of the property in the 
project area is extremely blighted.

  For

   Against

__________________________

PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE

PETITION

INITIATIVE MEASURE 428

Ballot Language for 
Initiative Measure 428

A vote “FOR” will amend Nebraska 
statutes to: (1) reduce the amount 
that delayed deposit services licens-
ees, also known as payday lenders, 
can charge to a maximum annual 
percentage rate of thirty-six percent; 
(2) prohibit payday lenders from 
evading this rate cap; and (3) deem 
void and uncollectable any delayed 
deposit transaction made in violation 
of this rate cap.

A vote “AGAINST” will not cause the 
Nebraska statutes to be amended in 
such manner.

Shall Nebraska statutes be amend-
ed to: (1) reduce the amount that 
delayed deposit services licens-
ees, also known as payday lenders, 
can charge to a maximum annual 
percentage rate of thirty-six per-
cent; (2) prohibit payday lenders 
from evading this rate cap; and (3) 
deem void and uncollectable any 
delayed deposit transaction made 
in violation of this rate cap?

   
  For

   Against

__________________________

TEXT OF PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 428

 
(underscored language indicates add-
ed language, strike through indicates 
language being removed)

 Object Statement 
TITLE: The object of this petition 
is to amend Nebraska statutes to 
reduce the amount that delayed de-
posit services licensees, also known 
as payday lenders, can charge to a 
maximum annual percentage rate of 
thirty-six percent; to prohibit pay-
day lenders from evading this rate 
cap; and to deem void and uncollect-
able any transaction made in viola-
tion of this rate cap.
Proposed Text of Statutory Initiative 
Petition
TEXT: FOR AN ACT relating to the 

Delayed Deposit Services Licensing 
Act; to amend sections 45-918 and 
45-919, Revised Statutes Cumula-
tive Supplement, 2018; to change 
provisions governing licensees; and 
to repeal the original sections.
Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Nebraska,
Section 1. Section 45-918, Revised 
Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 
2018, is amended to read:
45-918. (1) No licensee shall charge 
as a fee a total amount in excess of 
fifteen dollars per one hundred dol-
lars or pro rata for any part thereof 
on the face amount of a check for 
services provided by the licensee. 
A licensee shall not impose an an-
nual percentage rate greater than 
thirty-six percent in connection with 
a delayed deposit transaction. Any 
delayed deposit transaction made in 
violation of this section is void, and 
the licensee making such delayed 
deposit transaction has no right to 
collect, receive, or retain any prin-
cipal, interest, fees, or any other 
charges in connection with such de-
layed deposit transaction.
(2) The fees set forth in this sec-
tion shall not be charged to indi-
viduals on active duty military or 
their spouses or dependents in an 
amount that exceeds what is allowed 
under 10 U.S.C. 987, as such sec-
tion existed on January 1, 2018.
Neb. Rev. Stat. §45-919
Acts prohibited.
(1) No licensee shall:
(a) At any one time hold from any 
one maker more than two checks;
(b) At any one time hold from any 
one maker a check or checks in an 
aggregate face amount of more than 
five hundred dollars;
(c) Hold or agree to hold a check for 
more than thirty-four days. A check 
which is in the process of collection 
for the reason that it was not nego-
tiable on the day agreed upon shall 
not be deemed as being held in ex-
cess of the thirty-four-day period;
(d) Require the maker to receive pay-
ment by a method which causes the 
maker to pay additional or further 
fees and charges to the licensee, an 
affiliate of the licensee, or any other 
person;
(e) Accept a check as repayment, 
refinancing, or any other consolida-
tion of a check or checks held by the 
same licensee;
(f) Except as provided in section 45-
919.01, renew, roll over, defer, or in 
any way extend a delayed deposit 
transaction by allowing the maker 
to pay less than the total amount of 
the check and any authorized fees 
or charges. This subdivision shall 
not prevent a licensee that agreed to 
hold a check for less than thirty-four 
days from agreeing to hold the check 
for an additional period of time no 
greater than the thirty-four days it 
would have originally been able to 
hold the check if (i) the extension is 
at the request of the maker, (ii) no ad-
ditional fees are charged for the ex-
tension, and (iii) the delayed deposit 
transaction is completed as required 
by subdivision (1)(c) of this section. 
The licensee shall retain written or 
electronic proof of compliance with 
this subdivision. If a licensee fails, 
or is unable, to provide such proof to 
the department upon request, there 
shall be a rebuttable presumption 
that a violation of this subdivision 
has occurred and the department 
may pursue any remedies or actions 
available to it under the Delayed De-
posit Services Licensing Act;
(g) Enter into another delayed de-
posit transaction with the same 
maker on the same business day as 
the completion of a delayed deposit 
transaction unless prior to enter-
ing into the transaction the maker 
and the licensee verify on a form 
prescribed by the department that 
completion of the prior delayed de-
posit transaction has occurred. The 
licensee shall retain written proof of 
compliance with this subdivision. If 
a licensee fails, or is unable, to pro-
vide such proof to the department 
upon request, there shall be a re-
buttable presumption that a viola-
tion of this subdivision has occurred 
and the department may pursue any 
remedies or actions available to it 
under the act;
(h) Charge, collect, or receive any 
finance charges, fees, interest, or 
similar charges for loan brokerage, 
insurance, or any other ancillary 
products;
(i) Negotiate or present a paper 
check for payment unless the check 
is endorsed with the actual business 
name of the licensee;
(j) Engage, in connection with a de-
layed deposit transaction, in unfair 
or deceptive practices or advertising 
under the Uniform Deceptive Trade 
Practices Act to engage in any act 
that limits or restricts the applica-
tion of the Delayed Deposit Services 
Licensing Act, including, but not 
limited to, making transactions dis-
guised as personal property, person-
al sales, or leaseback transactions, 
or disguise transaction proceeds as 
cash rebated for the pretextual in-
stallment sale of goods and services; 
or
(k) Evade the requirements of sec-
tion 45-918, including, but not lim-
ited to, making, offering, assisting, 
arranging, or guaranteeing a delayed 
deposit transaction with a greater 
rate of interest, consideration, fees, 
or charges than is permitted therein 
through any method including mail, 
telephone, internet or any electronic 

means regardless of whether the li-
censee has a physical location in the 
state; or
(k) (l) Attempt to deposit or negoti-
ate a check after two consecutive 
failed collection attempts unless the 
licensee has obtained a new, writ-
ten payment authorization from the 
maker.
(2) No licensee, affiliate of a licens-
ee, or any other person, including a 
person operating as a credit services 
organization, shall charge, collect, or 
receive any finance charges, fees, in-
terest, or similar charges that would 
cause a maker to pay an amount in 
excess of or in addition to those per-
mitted under the Delayed Deposit 
Services Licensing Act in connection 
with a delayed deposit transaction, 
including, but not limited to, charg-
es for loan brokerage, insurance, or 
any other ancillary products.
(3) For purposes of this section, 
(a) completion of a delayed deposit 
transaction means the licensee has 
presented a maker’s check for pay-
ment to a financial institution as 
defined in section 8-101.03 or the 
maker redeemed the check by pay-
ing the full amount of the check in 
cash to the licensee and (b) licensee 
shall include (i) a person related to 
the licensee by common ownership 
or control, (ii) a person in whom such 
licensee has any financial interest of 
ten percent or more, or (iii) any em-
ployee or agent of the licensee.

__________________________

INITIATIVE MEASURE 429

Ballot Language for 
Initiative Measure 429

A vote “FOR” will amend the Nebraska 
Constitution to state that laws may be 
enacted to provide for the authoriza-
tion, regulation, and taxation of all 
forms of games of chance to be con-
ducted by licensees within licensed 
racetrack enclosures in Nebraska.

A vote “AGAINST” will not cause the 
Nebraska Constitution to be amended 
in such manner.

Shall the Nebraska Constitution be 
amended to state that laws may be 
enacted to provide for the autho-
rization, regulation, and taxation 
of all forms of games of chance to 
be conducted by licensees within 
licensed racetrack enclosures in 
Nebraska?

  For

   Against
__________________________

TEXT OF PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 429

(underscored language indicates add-
ed language, strike through indicates 
language being removed)

Object Statement
TITLE: The object of this petition is to 
amend the Nebraska Constitution to 
state that laws may be enacted allow-
ing for the licensing, authorization, 
taxation, and regulation of all forms 
of games of chance to be conducted 
by authorized gaming operators 
within licensed racetrack enclosures 
in the state.
TEXT: Article III, Section 24, of the 
Constitution of Nebraska shall be 
amended as shown:
1) Except as provided in this section, 
the Legislature shall not authorize 
any game of chance or any lottery 
or gift enterprise when the consid-
eration for a chance to participate 
involves the payment of money for 
the purchase of property, services, 
or a chance or admission ticket or re-
quires an expenditure of substantial 
effort or time.
(2) The Legislature may authorize 
and regulate a state lottery pursu-
ant to subsection (3) of this section 
and other lotteries, raffles, and gift 
enterprises which are intended solely 
as business promotions or the pro-
ceeds of which are to be used solely 
for charitable or community better-
ment purposes without profit to the 
promoter of such lotteries, raffles, or 
gift enterprises.
(3)(a) The Legislature may establish a 
lottery to be operated and regulated 
by the State of Nebraska. The pro-
ceeds of the lottery shall be appropri-
ated by the Legislature for the costs 
of establishing and maintaining the 
lottery and for the following purposes, 
as directed by the Legislature:
(i) The first five hundred thousand 
dollars after the payment of prizes 
and operating expenses shall be 
transferred to the Compulsive Gam-
blers Assistance Fund;
(ii) Forty-four and one-half percent 
of the money remaining after the 
payment of prizes and operating 
expenses and the initial transfer to 
the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund shall be transferred to the Ne-
braska Environmental Trust Fund to 
be used as provided in the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust Act;
(iii) Forty-four and one-half percent 
of the money remaining after the 
payment of prizes and operating 
expenses and the initial transfer to 
the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund shall be used for education as 
the Legislature may direct;

(iv) Ten percent of the money remain-
ing after the payment of prizes and 
operating expenses and the initial 
transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers 
Assistance Fund shall be transferred 
to the Nebraska State Fair Board if 
the most populous city within the 
county in which the fair is located 
provides matching funds equivalent 
to ten percent of the funds available 
for transfer. Such matching funds 
may be obtained from the city and 
any other private or public entity, 
except that no portion of such match-
ing funds shall be provided by the 
state. If the Nebraska State Fair 
ceases operations, ten percent of the 
money remaining after the payment 
of prizes and operating expenses and 
the initial transfer to the Compulsive 
Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be 
transferred to the General Fund; and
(v) One percent of the money remain-
ing after the payment of prizes and 
operating expenses and the initial 
transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers 
Assistance Fund shall be transferred 
to the Compulsive Gamblers Assis-
tance Fund.
(b) No lottery game shall be conducted 
as part of the lottery unless the type of 
game has been approved by a major-
ity of the members of the Legislature.
(4) Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to prohibit (a) the enact-
ment of laws providing for the licens-
ing and regulation of wagering on 
the results of horseraces, wherever 
run, either within or outside of the 
state, by the parimutuel method, 
when such wagering is conducted by 
licensees within a licensed racetrack 
enclosure or (b) the enactment of 
laws providing for the licensing and 
regulation of bingo games conducted 
by nonprofit associations which have 
been in existence for a period of five 
years immediately preceding the ap-
plication for license, except that bingo 
games cannot be conducted by agents 
or lessees of such associations on a 
percentage basis.
(5) This section shall not apply to 
any law which is enacted contempo-
raneously with the adoption of this 
subsection or at any time thereafter 
and which provides for the licensing, 
authorization, regulation, or taxation 
of all forms of games of chance when 
such games of chance are conducted 
by authorized gaming operators 

within a licensed racetrack enclosure.
__________________________

INITIATIVE MEASURE 430

Ballot Language for 
Initiative Measure 430

A vote “FOR” will enact a statute 
which: (1) allows games of chance to 
be conducted by authorized gaming 
operators within licensed racetrack 
enclosures in Nebraska; (2) estab-
lishes a Nebraska Gaming Commis-
sion to license and regulate such 
gaming; and (3) amends and repeals 
existing sections of law to harmonize 
provisions consistent with the enact-
ment of such statute.

A vote “AGAINST” will not cause such 
a statute to be enacted.

Shall a statute be enacted which: 
(1) allows games of chance to be 
conducted by authorized gaming 
operators within licensed race-
track enclosures in Nebraska; (2) 
establishes a Nebraska Gaming 
Commission to license and regu-
late such gaming; and (3) amends 
and repeals existing sections of 
law to harmonize provisions con-
sistent with the enactment of 
such statute?

  For

   Against

_____________________________

TEXT OF PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 430

(underscored language indicates add-
ed language, strike through indicates 
language being removed)

Object Statement 
TITLE: The object of this petition is to 
enact a statute allowing all games of 
chance to be conducted by authorized 
gaming operators within licensed 
racetrack enclosures in Nebraska 
and establishes a Nebraska Gaming 
Commission to regulate such gaming 
in Nebraska.
Proposed Text of Statutory Initiative 
Petition
TEXT: FOR AN ACT relating to gam-
ing; to amend sections 28-1101, 
28-1105, 28-1113, 77-2704.20, 
and 77-3001, Reissue Revised 
Statutes of Nebraska, and sec-
tion 2-1203.01, Revised Statutes 
Cumulative Supplement, 2018; 
to adopt the Nebraska Racetrack 
Gaming Act; to authorize games 
of chance as prescribed; to create 
a commission; to provide for the 
regulation of games of chance; to 
define terms; to provide duties for 
the State Racing Commission; to 
exempt the Nebraska Racetrack 
Gaming Act from prohibitions and 
penalties on gambling; to exempt 
purchases by the Nebraska Gaming 
Commission from sales and use 
taxes; to harmonize provisions; to 
provide an operative date; and to 
repeal the original sections.
Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Nebraska,
Section 1. Sections 1 to 6 of this act 
shall be known and may be cited as 
the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act
Sec. 2. Notwithstanding any other 

provision of the law, and to the full 
extent permitted by the Constitution 
of Nebraska, including amendments 
to the Constitution of Nebraska ad-
opted contemporaneously with the 
enactment of the Nebraska Race-
track Gaming Act, the operation of 
games of chance is permitted only by 
authorized gaming operators within 
licensed racetrack enclosures as 
provided in the act.
Sec. 3. For purposes of the Nebraska 
Racetrack Gaming Act:
(1) Authorized gaming operator 
means a person or entity licensed 
pursuant to the act to operate games 
of chance within a licensed racetrack 
enclosure;
(2) Authorized gaming operator 
license means a license to operate 
games of chance as an authorized 
gaming operator at a licensed race-
track enclosure;
(3) Game of chance means any game 
which has the elements of chance, 
prize, and consideration, including 
any wager on a slot machine, table 
game, counter game, or card game. 
Game of chance does not include 
any game the operation of which is 
prohibited at a casino by federal law;
(4) Gaming device means an elec-
tronic, mechanical, or other device 
which plays a game of chance when 
activated by a player using currency, 
a token, or other item of value;
(5) Licensed racetrack enclosure 
means premises at which licensed 
live horseracing is conducted in ac-
cordance with the Constitution of Ne-
braska and applicable Nebraska law;
(6) Limited gaming device means an 
electronic gaming device which (a) 
offers games of chance, (b) does not 
dispense currency, tokens, or other 
items of value, and (c) does not have 
a cash winnings hopper, mechanical 
or simulated spinning reel, or side 
handle; and
(7) Racing license means a license 
issued by the State Racing Com-
mission.
Sec. 4. (1) The operation of games of 
chance at a licensed racetrack enclo-
sure may be conducted by an autho-
rized gaming operator who holds an 
authorized gaming operator license.
(2) No more than one authorized 
gaming operator license shall be 
granted for each licensed racetrack 
enclosure within the state; provided 
that, it shall not be a requirement 
that the person or entity applying 
for or to be granted such authorized 
gaming operator license hold a rac-
ing license or be the same person 
or entity who operates the licensed 
racetrack enclosure at which such 
authorized gaming operator license 
shall be granted.
(3) Gaming devices, limited gam-
ing devices, and all other games of 
chance may be operated by autho-
rized gaming operators at a licensed 
racetrack enclosure.
(4) No person younger than twenty-
one years of age shall play or par-
ticipate in any way in any game of 
chance or use any gaming device or 
limited gaming device at a licensed 
racetrack enclosure.
(5) No authorized gaming operator 
shall permit an individual younger 
than twenty-one years of age to play 
or participate in any game of chance 
or use any gaming device or limited 
gaming device conducted or operated 
pursuant to the Nebraska Racetrack 
Gaming Act.
Sec. 5. (1) For purposes of provid-
ing the necessary licensing and 
regulation of the operation of games 
of chance by authorized gaming 
operators within licensed racetrack 
enclosures pursuant to the Nebraska 
Racetrack Gaming Act, the Nebraska 
Gaming Commission is created.
(2) The commission shall consist of 
seven members. Not more than four 
of the seven members shall be af-
filiated with the same political party. 
No member shall have any personal 
financial interest to any licensed 
racetrack enclosure or authorized 
gaming operator for the duration of 
his or her term. The members of the 
commission shall elect one of the 
members to be chairperson.
(3) The five members of the State 
Racing Commission shall be ex of-
ficio members of the Nebraska Gam-
ing Commission, serving terms and 
receiving appointment in the same 
manner as provided in sections 
2-1201 and 2-1202.
(4) The Governor shall appoint two 
additional members to serve with the 
members of the State Racing Com-
mission as members of the Nebraska 
Gaming Commission. The members 
appointed pursuant to this subsec-
tion shall serve five-year terms. One 
of such members shall have experi-
ence in the Nebraska gaming indus-
try, and one shall be a member of the 
organization representing the major-
ity of licensed owners and trainers 
of horses at racetracks in Nebraska.
(5) The compensation of the members 
of the Nebraska Gaming Commis-
sion shall be one thousand dollars 
per month, which may be adjusted 
every two years in an amount not to 
exceed the change in the Consumer 
Price Index for Urban Wage Earners 
and Clerical Workers for the period 
between June 30 of the first year to 
June 30 of the year of adjustment.
Sec. 6. The Nebraska Gaming Com-
mission shall:
(1) License and regulate authorized 
gaming operators for the operation 
of all games of chance authorized 
pursuant to the Nebraska Racetrack 
Gaming Act, including adopting, 
promulgating, and enforcing rules 
and regulations governing such au-
thorized gaming operators consistent 
with the act;
(2) Regulate the operation of games of 
chance in order to prevent and elimi-
nate corrupt practices and fraudulent 
behavior, and thereby promote integ-
rity, security, and honest adminis-
tration in, and accurate accounting 

of, the operation of games of chance 
which are subject to the act;
(3) Establish criteria to license appli-
cants for authorized gaming operator 
licenses and all other types of gam-
ing licenses for other positions and 
functions incident to the operation of 
games of chance, including adopting, 
promulgating, and enforcing rules, 
regulations, and eligibility standards 
for such authorized gaming operator 
licenses, gaming licenses, and posi-
tions and functions incident to the 
operation of games of chance;
(4) Charge fees for applications for 
licenses and for the issuance of au-
thorized gaming operator licenses 
and all other types of gaming licenses 
to successful applicants which shall 
be payable to the Nebraska Gaming 
Commission;
(5) Charge fees to authorized gaming 
operators in an amount necessary to 
offset the cost of oversight and regu-
latory services to be provided which 
shall be payable to the Nebraska 
Gaming Commission;
(6) Impose a one-time authorized 
gaming operator license fee of one 
million dollars on each authorized 
gaming operator for each licensed 
racetrack enclosure payable to the 
Nebraska Gaming Commission;
(7) Grant, deny, revoke, and suspend 
authorized gaming operator licenses 
and all other types of gaming licenses 
based upon reasonable criteria and 
procedures established by the com-
mission to facilitate the integrity, 
productivity, and lawful conduct of 
gaming within the state;
(8) Grant or deny for cause applica-
tions for authorized gaming opera-
tor licenses of not less than twenty 
years in duration with no more than 
one such authorized gaming opera-
tor license granted for any licensed 
racetrack enclosure within the state;
(9) Conduct background investiga-
tions of applicants for authorized 
gaming operator licenses and all 
other types of gaming licenses;
(10) Adopt and promulgate rules 
and regulations for the standards of 
manufacture of gaming equipment;
(11) Inspect the operation of any au-
thorized gaming operator conducting 
games of chance for the purpose of 
certifying the revenue thereof and 
receiving complaints from the public;
(12) Issue subpoenas for the atten-
dance of witnesses or the production 
of any records, books, memoranda, 
documents, or other papers or things 
at or prior to any hearing as is nec-
essary to enable the commission to 
effectively discharge its duties;
(13) Administer oaths or affirmations 
as necessary to carry out the act;
(14) Have the authority to impose, 
subject to judicial review, adminis-
trative fines not to exceed twenty-five 
thousand dollars for each violation of 
the act or any rules and regulations 
adopted and promulgated pursuant 
to the act;
(15) Collect and remit administrative 
fines collected under this section to 
the State Treasurer for distribution 
in accordance with Article VII, section 
5, of the Constitution of Nebraska;
(16) Adopt and promulgate rules and 
regulations for any gaming taxes 
assessed to authorized gaming op-
erators;
(17) Collect and account for any gam-
ing taxes assessed to authorized gam-
ing operators and remit such taxes to 
the State Treasurer or county trea-
surer as required by Nebraska law;
(18) Promote treatment of gaming-
related behavioral disorders;
(19) Establish procedures for the 
governance of the commission;
(20) Acquire necessary offices, facili-
ties, counsel, and staff;
(21) Establish procedures for an ap-
plicant for a staff position to disclose 
conflicts of interest as part of the ap-
plication for employment; and
(22) Do all things necessary and 
proper to carry out its powers and 
duties under the act, including the 
adoption and promulgation of rules 
and regulations and such other ac-
tions as permitted by the Administra-
tive Procedure Act.
Sec. 7. Section 2-1203.01, Revised 
Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 
2018 is amended to read:
2-1203.01. The State Racing Com-
mission shall:
(1) Enforce all state laws covering 
horseracing as required by sections 
2-1201 to 2-1229 and enforce rules 
and regulations adopted and promul-
gated by the commission under the 
authority of section 2-1203;
(2) License racing industry partici-
pants, race officials, mutuel employ-
ees, concessionaires, and such other 
persons as deemed necessary by the 
commission if the license applicants 
meet eligibility standards established 
by the commission;
(3) Prescribe and enforce security pro-
visions, including, but not limited to, 
the restricted access to areas within 
track enclosures and backstretch 
areas, and prohibitions against mis-
conduct or corrupt practices;
(4) Determine or cause to be de-
termined by chemical testing and 
analysis of body fluids whether or not 
any prohibited substance has been 
administered to the winning horse 
of each race and any other horse 
selected by the board of stewards;
(5) Verify the certification of horses 
registered as being Nebraska-bred 
under section 2-1213; and
(6) Collect and verify the amount of 
revenue received by the commission 
under section 2-1208.; and
(7) Serve as ex officio members of 
the Nebraska Gaming Commission, 
and perform the duties set forth in 
the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act.
Sec. 8. Section 28-1101, Reissue 
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is 
amended to read:
28-1101.
As used in this article, unless the 
context otherwise requires:
(1) A person advances gambling activ-
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ity if, acting other than as a player, he 
or she engages in conduct that mate-
rially aids any form of gambling activ-
ity. Conduct of this nature includes, 
but shall not be limited to, conduct 
directed toward (a) the creation or 
establishment of the particular game, 
contest, scheme, device, or activity 
involved, (b) the acquisistion or main-
tenance of premises, paraphernalia, 
equipment, or apparatus therefor, or 
(c) engaging in the procurement, sale, 
or offering for sale within this state 
of any chance, share, or interest in a 
lottery of another state or government 
whether or not such chance, share, 
or interest is an actual lottery ticket, 
receipt, contingent promise to pay, 
order to purchase, or other record of 
such interest except as provided in 
the Nebraska County and City Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Lottery and Raffle 
Act, the Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Small Lottery and 
Raffle Act, the State Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, or 
section 9-701;
(2) Bookmaking shall mean advanc-
ing gambling activity by unlawfully 
accepting bets from members of the 
public as a business upon the out-
come of future contingent events;
(3) A person profits from gambling 
activity if, other than as a player, he 
or she accepts or receives money or 
other property pursuant to an agree-
ment or understanding with any 
person whereby he or she participates 
or is to participate in the proceeds of 
gambling activity;
(4) A person engages in gambling if 
he or she bets something of value 
upon the outcome of a future event, 
which outcome is determined by an 
element of chance, or upon the out-
come of a game, contest, or election, 
or conducts or participates in any 
bingo, lottery by the sale of pickle 
cards, lottery, raffle, gift enterprise, 
or other scheme not authorized or 
conducted in accordance with the 
Nebraska Bingo Act, the Nebraska 
County and City Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Lottery and Raffle Act, 
the Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Small Lottery and 
Raffle Act, the State Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, or 
section 9-701, but a person does not 
engage in gambling by:
(a) Entering into a lawful business 
transaction;
(b) Playing an amusement device or 
a coin-operated mechanical game 
which confers as a prize an immedi-
ate, unrecorded right of replay not 
exchangeable for something of value;
(c) Conducting or participating in a 
prize contest; or
(d) Conducting or participating in any 
bingo, lottery by the sale of pickle 
cards, lottery, raffle, games of chance, 
or gift enterprise conducted in accor-
dance with the Nebraska Bingo Act, 
the Nebraska County and City Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Lottery and Raffle 
Act, the Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Small Lottery and 
Raffle Act, the State Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, or 
section 9-701;
(5) Gambling device shall mean any 
device, machine, paraphernalia, 
writing, paper, instrument, article, 
or equipment that is used or usable 
for engaging in gambling, whether 
that activity consists of gambling 
between persons or gambling by 
a person involving the playing of 
a machine. Gambling device shall 
also include any mechanical gam-
ing device, computer gaming device, 
electronic gaming device, or video 
gaming device which as the capability 
of awarding something of value, free 
games redeemable for something of 
value, instant-win tickets which also 
provide the possibility of participating 
in a subsequent drawing or event, or 
tickets or stubs redeemable for some-
thing of value, instant-win tickets 
which also provide the possibility of 
participating in a subsequent draw-
ing or event, or tickets or stubs re-
deemable for something of value, ex-
cept as authorized in the furtherance 
of parimutuel wagering. Supplies, 
equipment, cards, tickets, stubs, and 
other items used in any bingo, lot-
tery by the sale of pickle cards, other 
lottery, raffle, game of chance, or gift 
enterprise conducted in accordance 
with the Nebraska Bingo Act, the 
Nebraska County and City Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Lottery and Raffle 
Act, the Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Small Lottery and 
Raffle Act, the State Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, or 
section 9-701 are not gambling de-
vices within this definition;
(6) Something of value shall mean 
any money or property, any token, 
object, or article exchangeable for 
money or property, or any form of 
credit or promise directly or indirectly 
contemplating transfer of money or 
property or of any interest therein, 
or involving extension of a service or 
entertainment; and
(7) Prize contest shall mean any 
competition in which one or more 
competitors are awarded something 
of value as a consequence of winning 
or achieving a certain result in the 
competition and (a) the value of such 
awards made to competitors partici-
pating in the contest does not depend 
upon the number of participants in 
the contest or upon the amount of 
consideration, if any, paid for the op-
portunity to participate in the contest 
or upon chance and (b) the value or 
identity of such awards to be made 
to competitors is published before the 
competition begins.
Sec. 9. Section 28-1105, Reissue 
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is 
amended to read:
28-1105
(1) A person commits the offense 
of possession of gambling records 
if, other than as a player, he or she 
knowingly possesses any writing, 
paper, instrument, or article which is:

(a) Of a kind commonly used in the 
operation or promotion of a bookmak-
ing scheme or enterprise and such 
writing, paper, instrument, or article 
has been used for the purpose of 
recording, memorializing, or register-
ing any bet, wager, or other gambling 
information; or
(b) Of a kind commonly used in the 
operation, promotion or playing of a 
lottery or mutuel scheme or enter-
prise or other scheme not conducted 
pursuant to the Nebraska Bingo Act, 
the Nebraska County and City Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Lottery and Raffle 
Act, the Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery 
Act, the Nebraska Small Lottery and 
Raffle Act, the State Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, or 
section 9-701 and such writing, pa-
per, instrument, or article has been 
used for the purpose of recording, 
memorializing, or registering any bet, 
wager, or other gambling information 
not permitted by such acts or section.
(2) Possession of gambling records 
in the first degree is a Class II mis-
demeanor.
Sec. 10. Section 28-1113, Reissue 
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is 
amended to read:
28-1113. Nothing in this article shall 
be construed to:
(1) Apply to or prohibit wagering 
on the results of horseraces by the 
parimutuel or certificate method 
when conducted by licensees within 
the racetrack enclosure at licensed 
horserace meetings; or
(2) Prohibit or punish the conduct-
ing or participating in any bingo, 
lottery by the sale of pickle cards, 
lottery, raffle, or gift enterprise when 
conducted in accordance with the 
Nebraska Bingo Act, the Nebraska 
County and City Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Lottery and Raffle Act, the 
Nebraska Pickle Card Lottery Act, the 
Nebraska Small Lottery and Raffle 
Act, the State Lottery Act, or section 
9-701.; and
(3) Apply to or prohibit the operation 
of games of chance, whether using 
a gambling device or otherwise, by 
authorized gaming operators within 
licensed racetrack enclosures or the 
participation or playing of such games 
of chance, whether participated in or 
played using a gambling device or 
otherwise, by individuals twenty-one 
years of age or older within licensed 
racetrack enclosures as provided in 
the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act.
Sec. 11. Section 77-2704.20, Reis-
sue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is 
amended to read:
77-2704.20.
Sales and use taxes shall not be im-
posed on the gross receipts from the 
sale, lease, or rental of and the stor-
age, use, or other consumption in this 
state of purchases made by licensees 
of the State Racing Commission. or of 
purchases made by licensees of the 
Nebraska Gaming Commission.
Sec. 12. Section 77-3001, Reissue 
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, is 
amended to read:
77-3001.
For the purposes of the Mechanical 
Amusement Device Tax Act, unless 
the context otherwise requires:
(1) Person means an individual, part-
nership, limited liability company, 
society, association, joint-stock com-
pany, corporation, estate, receiver, 
lessee, trustee, assignee, referee, or 
other person acting in a fiduciary or 
representative capacity, whether ap-
pointed by a court or otherwise, and 
any combination of individuals;
(2) Mechanical amusement device 
means any machine which, upon 
insertion of a coin, currency, credit 
card, or substitute into the machine, 
operates or may be operated or used 
for a game, contest, or amusement 
of any description, such as, by way 
of example, but not by way of limita-
tion, pinball games, shuffleboard, 
bowling games, radio-ray rifle games, 
baseball, football, racing, boxing 
games, and coin-operated pool tables. 
Mechanical amusement device also 
includes game and draw lotteries 
and coin-operated automatic musi-
cal devices. The term does not mean 
vending machines which dispense 
tangible personal property, devices 
located in private homes for private 
use, pickle card dispensing devices 
which are required to be registered 
with the Department of Revenue 
pursuant to section 9-345.03, gaming 
devices or limited gaming devices as 
defined in and operated pursuant to 
the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act, 
or devices which are mechanically 
constructed in a manner that would 
render their operation illegal under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska;
(3) Operator means any person who 
operates a place of business in which 
a machine or device owned by him 
or her is physically located or any 
person who places and who either 
directly or indirectly controls or man-
ages any machine or device;
(4) Distributor means any person who 
sells, leases, or delivers possession or 
custody of a machine or mechanical 
device to operators thereof for a con-
sideration either directly or indirectly 
received;
(5) Whenever in the act, the words 
machine or device are used, they 
refer to mechanical amusement de-
vice; and
(6) Whenever in the act, the words 
machine, device, person, operator, or 
distributor are used, the words in the 
singular include the plural and in the 
plural include the singular.
Sec. 13. This act becomes operative 
on January 1, 2021.
Sec. 14. Original sections 28-1101, 
28-1105, 28-1113, 77-2704.20, and 
77-3001, Reissue Revised Statutes 
of Nebraska, and section 2-1203.01, 
Revised Statutes Cumulative Supple-
ment, 2018, are repealed.
Sec. 15. If any section or provision of 
this act is determined by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be uncon-
stitutional or otherwise void or invalid 

for any reason, such determination 
shall not affect the validity of the act 
as a whole or any part thereof, other 
than the part so determined to be 
unconstitutional or otherwise void 
or invalid.

__________________________

INITIATIVE MEASURE 431

Ballot Language for 
Initiative Measure 431

A vote “FOR” will enact a statute 
which: (1) imposes a 20% annual tax 
on gross gaming revenue from games 
of chance operated at licensed race-
track locations; (2) distributes 75% 
of such gaming tax revenues to the 
State for credit of 2.5% to both the 
Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund and General Fund, and 70% to 
the Property Tax Credit Cash Fund; 
and (3) distributes 25% of such gam-
ing tax revenues to the county where 
the licensed racetrack is located, or, 
if the racetrack is located partially 
within a city or village, distributes this 
percentage evenly between the county 
and city or village.

A vote “AGAINST” will not cause such 
a statute to be enacted.

Shall a statute be enacted which: 
(1) imposes a 20% annual tax on 
gross gaming revenue from games 
of chance operated at licensed 
racetrack locations; (2) distributes 
75% of such gaming tax revenues 
to the State for credit of 2.5% to 
both the Compulsive Gamblers As-
sistance Fund and General Fund, 
and 70% to the Property Tax Credit 
Cash Fund; and (3) distributes 25% 
of such gaming tax revenues to the 
county where the licensed race-
track is located, or, if the racetrack 
is located partially within a city or 
village, distributes this percentage 
evenly between the county and city 
or village?

   
  For

   Against

__________________________

TEXT OF PROPOSED 
INITIATIVE MEASURE 431

(underscored language indicates add-
ed language, strike through indicates 
language being removed)

Object Statement 
TITLE: The object of this petition is 
to enact a statute establishing an 
annual tax on gross gaming revenue 
generated by authorized gaming 
operators of games of chance within 
licensed racetrack enclosures and 
directs the collection, enforcement, 
and distribution of revenue from such 
gaming tax.
Proposed Text of Statutory Initia-
tive Petition
TEXT: FOR AN ACT relating to 
gaming; to provide a tax on gam-
ing as prescribed; to provide for 
distribution of tax proceeds; and 
to define terms.
Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Nebraska,
Section 1. To the full extent permit-
ted by the Constitution of Nebraska, 
including amendments to the Con-
stitution of Nebraska adopted con-
temporaneously with the enactment 
of this act, an annual gaming tax is 
hereby imposed on the operation of 
all games of chance by authorized 
gaming operators within licensed 
racetrack enclosures.
Sec. 2. For purposes of this act:
(1)  Authorized gaming opera-
tor means a person or entity licensed 
pursuant to the Nebraska Racetrack 
Gaming Act to operate games of 
chance within a licensed racetrack 
enclosure;
(2)  Dollar amount collected 
means the total dollar amount wa-
gered by players of games of chance 
less the total dollar amount returned 
to such players as prizes;
(3)  Game of chance means 
any game which has the elements 
of chance, prize, and consideration, 
including any wager on a slot ma-
chine, table game, counter game, 
or card game. Game of chance does 
not include any game the operation 
of which is prohibited at a casino by 
federal law;
(4)  Gaming commission means 
the Nebraska Gaming Commission 
established pursuant to the Nebraska 
Racetrack Gaming Act;
(5)  Gross gaming revenue 
means the dollar amount collected 
by an authorized gaming operator 
from operation of all games of chance 
within a licensed racetrack enclosure 
as computed pursuant to applicable 
statutes, rules, and regulations less 
the total of (a) all federal taxes, other 
than income taxes, imposed on the 
operation of such games of chance 
and (b) the amount provided to play-
ers by an authorized gaming operator 
as promotional gaming credits, but 
only to the extent such promotional 
gaming credits are redeemed by 
players to play one or more games of 
chance being operated by the autho-
rized gaming operator;
(6)  Licensed racetrack en-
closure means a premises at which 
licensed live horseracing is conducted 
in accordance with the Constitution 
of Nebraska and applicable Nebraska 
law; and
(7)  Promotional gaming credit 
means a credit, token, or other item 
of value provided by an authorized 
gaming operator to a player for the 
purpose of enabling the player to play 
a game of chance.
Sec. 3. An annual gaming tax is 

imposed on gross gaming revenue 
generated by authorized gaming 
operators within licensed racetrack 
enclosures from the operation of all 
games of chance equal to twenty per-
cent of such gross gaming revenue. 
The gaming commission shall collect 
the tax and shall account for and 
remit such tax as set forth by law.
Sec. 4. Of the tax imposed by section 
3 of this act, seventy-five percent 
shall be remitted to the State Trea-
surer for credit as follows: Two and 
one-half percent to the Compulsive 
Gamblers Assistance Fund, two 
and one-half percent to the General 
Fund, and seventy percent to the 
Property Tax Credit Cash Fund. The 
remaining twenty-five percent of the 
tax shall be remitted to the county 
treasurer of the county in which 
the licensed racetrack enclosure is 
located to be distributed as follows: 
(1) If the licensed racetrack enclo-
sure is located completely within an 
unincorporated area of a county, the 
remaining twenty-five percent shall 
be distributed to the county in which 
such licensed racetrack enclosure is 
located; or (2) if the licensed race-
track enclosure is located at least 
partially within the limits of a city or 
village in such county, one-half of the 
remaining twenty-five percent shall 
be distributed to such county and 
one-half of the remaining twenty-five 
percent to the city or village in which 
such licensed racetrack enclosure is 
at least partially located.
Sec. 5. Every authorized gaming op-
erator subject to taxation as set forth 
in this act shall pay such tax and 
make report thereof to the gaming 
commission under such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by 
the gaming commission.
Sec. 6. If the tax provided for in this 
act is not paid within such time 
as may be prescribed for payment 
thereof by rules and regulations pre-
scribed by the gaming commission, 
the same shall become delinquent 
and a penalty of ten percent shall be 
added thereto, together with interest 
at the rate specified in section 45-
104.02, as such rate may from time 
to time be adjusted, until paid.
Sec. 7. Any authorized gaming op-
erator that willfully fails, neglects, or 
refuses to make any report required 
by this act, or by rules and regula-
tions adopted and promulgated under 
this act, or that knowingly makes any 
false statement in any such report, 
is guilty of a Class IV misdemeanor.
Sec. 8. If any section or provision of 
this act is determined by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be uncon-
stitutional or otherwise void or invalid 
for any reason, such determination 
shall not affect the validity of the act 
as a whole or any part thereof, other 
than the part so determined to be 
unconstitutional or otherwise void 
or invalid.

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert B. Evnen

Secretary of State

(Publish three times, weeks of Oct. 12, 
Oct. 19 and Oct. 26)
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Stay in know - 
read the Public 

Notices. Public Notices
Notice of Meetings 
— Antelope County 

Commissioners
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

COUNTY BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 

THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 
2020

Notice is hereby given that 
the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-
braska will hold meetings in the 
County Commissioner’s room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 
November 3rd, 2020 at 9:00 AM

November 10th, 2020 at 8:00 
AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: October 28, 2020
ZNEZ
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ELECTION PREVIEW
EDITOR’S NOTE

Nebraska voters face six statewide questions in November. Four are statutory initia-
tives proposed by the initiative petition process. Two are constitutional amendments 
proposed by the Legislature. Today we’ll look at those amendments and one of the 
initiative petitions. This report is written by J.L. Schmidt and is made possible by the 
Nebraska Press Association. 

PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT 1

Proposed Amendment No. 1 prohibits 
the use of slavery or involuntary servi-
tude as punishment for conviction of 
a crime. Nebraska prohibited slavery 
and involuntary servitude in 1875, 
except as punishments for those 
convicted of crimes.  A similar situa-
tion exists in 11 other states and nine 
states permit involuntary servitude but 
not slavery as criminal punishment. 

A ”yes” vote supports removing the 
language from the Nebraska Constitu-
tion. A “no” vote would keep the lan-
guage in the state constitution and al-
low the use of slavery and involuntary 
servitude as criminal punishments. 

PROPOSED
AMENDMENT 2

Proposed Amendment No. 2 would 
amend the Nebraska Constitution 
to allow the Legislature to extend 
the maximum amount of time for the 
repayment of indebtedness related 
to tax increment financing from 15 
years to 20 years if more than one 
half of the property in the project area 
is designated as extremely blighted.    
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is 
intended to finance economic devel-
opment in an area. In Nebraska, the 
governing bodies of cities and villages 
can enact resolutions to declare an 
area as substandard, blighted, and in 
need of redevelopment and create a 
TIF district. The local government can 
then issue bonds to finance improve-
ments associated with redevelopment 
projects in the district. 

Local governments can use increased 
tax revenue, resulting from increased 
property values due to development, 
to pay off the bonds over a 15-year 
period. The ballot measure would in-
crease the period to pay off the bonds 
and indebtedness from 15 years to 20 
years for TIF districts designated as 
extremely blighted. In Nebraska, an 
extremely blighted area is defined as 
a census tract with an average unem-
ployment rate that is 200 percent or 
more of the average state unemploy-
ment rate and the poverty rate is more 
than 20 percent. 

A ”yes” vote supports the extension 
of the repayment period for tax incre-
ment financing from 15 to 20 years for 
areas where more than one-half of the 
properties are designated as extreme-
ly blighted. A “no” vote would keep the 
repayment period at 15 years.

NEBRASKA 
INITIATIVE 428

Nebraska Initiative 428 is the first 
of four issues placed on the ballot 
through the initiative petition process. 
It is intended to amend Nebraska 
statutes covering the amount that 
delayed deposit services licensees 
can charge to a maximum an-
nual percentage rate of 36 percent. 
It would also prevent these entities, 
commonly known as payday lenders, 
from evading the rate cap and deem 
void and uncollectable any transac-
tion made in violation of the rate cap.

Under current statute, delayed de-
posit licensees are prohibited from 
charging fees in excess of $15 per 
$100 loaned. The proposed measure 
would replace that with a 36% annual 
limit on payday lending transactions. 
Current law limits the loan amount to 
$500 and loan term to 34 days.

Initiative 428 would also prohibit 
payday lenders from collecting fees, 
interest, or the principal of the trans-
action if the rate charged is greater 
than 36%. Payday lenders are also 
prohibited from marketing, offering, 
or guaranteeing loans with interest 
rates exceeding 36% in the state 
regardless of the lender having a 
physical office in the state.
 
Currently, 37 states permit payday 
lending. Colorado, Montana, New 
Hampshire and South Dakota have 
enacted 36 percent annual interest 
rate caps that also prohibit additional 
fees or charges. Four states autho-
rize payday lending with limits on 
APR, but permit lenders to charge 
extra fees on top of interest. The re-
maining 29 states authorize payday 
lending without limits on APR.

A “yes” vote supports limiting the an-
nual interest rate charged for delayed 
deposit services to 36 percent. A “no” 
vote maintains existing state law on 
payday lenders, including a prohibi-
tion on charging fees in excess of $15 
per $100 loan and a $500 loan limit.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering 
Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.

Slavery, TIF and Payday Lending Interest Limits

of  the stairs and scurried up in 
our skivvies before wrapping 
up in blankets and sitting in 
front of  the heat register on the 

floor behind the kitchen table.
Mom asked, “Where’s 

Tommy?” 
We shrugged, like 8- and 

9-year-old kids do about their 

From Page Four
McNeil

little siblings. 
“He’s downstairs.” 
Mother opened the door to 

the basement, 
“Tommy? Tommy are you 

down there?” 
“He was right behind us.” 

One of  us said. 

Mother scowled. In the din-
ing room she turned on the 
light and looked out to the 
backyard. 

“Oh!” “Oh! NO!” 
Looking over mother’s shoul-

der, I saw Tom. Smack-dab in 
the middle of  the backyard, 
in a drift. A tiny blue dot sunk 
down in the snow. His powder 
blue arms stuck out like a 
scarecrow’s and his great big 
eyes stared up at us from his 
round, red, blue-hood encased 

face. “Please, help me.” He kept 
saying. 

“Please, help me.”
Let’s keep an eye on each 

other these days ahead. Let’s 
look out for those who may be 
struggling or down-right stuck 
right now. While we’re getting 
warm, let’s not forget those 
who are still out in the cold. 
While we’re comfortable and 
safe at home, let’s remember 
those who find themselves all 
alone. 

Jesus told a story about a 
shepherd who left 99 sheep 

behind to look for one who was 
lost. Let’s not be like clueless 
older siblings, let’s be like that 
shepherd. Let’s leave no one 
behind. 

*****
No matter who you are, or 

where you are on life’s jour-
ney, you are welcome at Park 
Congregational United Church 
of  Christ. Worship is at 9:15 am 
on Sundays, ten miles west of  
Elgin on HWY 70 and ½ mile 
south. I love hearing from you. 
My email is beckyzmcneil@
gmail.com.It Pays To 

Advertise!
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ELECTION PREVIEW
EDITOR’S NOTE

Nebraska voters face six statewide questions in November. Four are statutory initiatives proposed by the initiative petition process. 
Two are constitutional amendments proposed by the Legislature. Today we’ll look at those amendments and one of the initiative 
petitions. This report is written by J.L. Schmidt and is made possible by the Nebraska Press Association. 

NEBRASKA 
INITIATIVE 429

Nebraska Initiative 429 would add 
a new Section 24 to Article III of the 
state constitution to exempt laws 
authorizing gambling at licensed race-
tracks from the state’s constitutional 
prohibition on gambling. Currently, 
the Nebraska Constitution prohibits 
gambling, except for the state lottery, 
which was authorized in 1992, and 
authorized raffles intended to raise 
proceeds for charitable causes. 

Revenue raised from the lottery is al-
located to the Compulsive Gamblers 
Assistance Fund, the Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust Fund, the Nebraska 
State Fair Board, and the legislature 
to fund education. 

Gambling in some form is legal in 48 
of the 50 states, with Utah and Hawaii 
completely banning it. Twenty-five 
states have legalized commercial 
gaming and 30 states have authorized 
tribal casinos. 
Three states will be voting on mea-
sures concerning gambling. Colorado 
would allow local jurisdictions where 
gambling is legal to approve a maxi-
mum single bet limit of any amount 
and expand allowable game types in 
addition to slot machines, blackjack, 
poker, roulette, and craps. A second 
Colorado Amendment would lower 
the number of years an organization 
must have existed before obtaining a 
charitable gaming license from five 
years to three years. 

Maryland would authorize sports and 
events wagering at certain licensed 
facilities with state revenue intended 
to fund public education. A South Da-

kota constitutional amendment would 
authorize the South Dakota State 
Legislature to legalize sports betting 
within the city limits of Deadwood.

A “yes” vote supports amending the 
Nebraska Constitution to allow laws 
to authorize, regulate, and tax gam-
bling at licensed racetrack facilities 
in the state.

A “no” vote opposes amending the Ne-
braska Constitution to do those things 
and would maintain the state’s prohibi-
tion against gambling at racetracks. 
 

NEBRASKA 
INITIATIVE 430

Nebraska Initiative 430 would autho-
rize gambling at licensed racetracks 
with licensed gaming operators. It 
would establish the Nebraska Gaming 
Commission to enact rules to license 
gaming operators and regulate the 
gambling industry. The measure 
would prohibit anyone under the 
age of 21 from playing on gambling 
devices or participating in gambling 
at the racetrack. Currently, Nebraska 
outlaws gambling, except with respect 
to the state lottery, licensed raffles, 
and bingo. 

A ”yes” vote supports enacting a law 
that authorizes gambling operations 
within licensed racetracks and estab-
lishes the Nebraska Gaming Commis-
sion to regulate gambling operations.  

A “no” vote opposes enacting a law 
that authorizes gambling operations 
within licensed racetracks and estab-
lish the Nebraska Gaming Commis-
sion to regulate gambling operations. 

NEBRASKA 
INITIATIVE 431

Nebraska Initiative 431 would autho-
rize the Nebraska Gaming Commis-
sion to collect a 20% tax on all gross 
gaming revenue generated within 
licensed racetracks. Gross gaming 
revenue is defined as the amount 
of money players gamble minus the 
amount won, federal taxes, and any 
promotion gaming credits received 
from the operator and redeemed by 
the player. 
The revenue from the tax would be 
allocated as follows:
• 2.5% to the Compulsive Gamblers 
Assistance Fund,
• 2.5% to the General Fund,
• 70% to the Property Tax Credit Cash 
Fund, and
• 25% to local jurisdictions where 
licensed racetracks operate.
The Nebraska Gaming Commission 
would be authorized to develop rules 
for reporting revenue from the tax, and 
gaming operators that do not comply 
would receive a maximum penalty of 
a Class IV misdemeanor. 

A “yes” vote supports imposing the 
tax and distribution as outlined. A 
“no” vote opposes the tax on gross 
gambling revenue of licensed gaming 
operations.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering 
Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.

Casino Gambling, Regulation and Distribution of Funds 
Three ballot issues from the initiative petition process cover casino gambling at licensed Nebraska horserace tracks, the 
regulation and taxation of that activity and the distribution of the proceeds. They are: Initiative Measure 429, a proposed 
constitutional measure allowing casino gambling at licensed horse race tracks; Initiative 430, a proposed law setting 
up a regulatory framework for the casinos; and Initiative Measure 431, a proposed law to tax the casinos and direct 
most of the tax revenues to property tax credits.
It took a ruling from the Nebraska Supreme Court to clear the measures for the ballot. It’ll take a minute to grasp the 
domino effect of the three-part proposal. Initiative 429 would allow for the enactment of Initiative 430, which would 
authorize and regulate gambling at licensed racetracks, and Initiative 431, which would impose an annual tax of 20% 
on gross gambling revenue of licensed gaming operators. Without the approval of Initiative 429, Initiatives 430 and 431 
would not take effect. 

SPENCER — Elgin Public-
Pope John played seven sets 
of  volleyball Monday night, 
winning six in the opening 
round of  the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Volleyball 
Tournament.

The Wolfpack opened 
tournament play with a sweep 
of  Niobrara-Verdigre 25-14, 25-
15 and 25-14.

EPPJ’s dominant play at 
the net was too much for the 
Cougars to handle. EPPJ had 32 
kills in 97 swings. Senior Ally 
Selting led the way with 11 kills 
on 23 swings. She was the only 
Wolfpack player to register 
double-digit kills in the match

Sophomore setter Taylynne 
Charf  had 20 of  the team’s 

23 set assists in the match. 
Another key statistic was 
digs as the team combined for 
52 good digs and just 19 dig 
errors, led by Kirsten Krebs 
with 11.

By virtue of  the victory, the 
#5 seed Wolfpack faced #4 seed 
Boyd County. The Wolfpack 
split the first two sets then 
rolled to a 25-11, 23-25, 25-14 and 
25-22.

Again, the Wolfpack’s attack 
proved to be the difference in 
the game. Lexi Bode led hitters 
with 13 kills, sophomore Skyler 
Meis had 11 kills and Selting 
added 10.

Bode had six of  the team’s 11 
ace serves in the match.

By virtue of  the victory, the 
Wolfpack advanced to the semi-
finals where they would face 
Chambers/Wheeler Central.

EPPJ 3, Niobrara-Verdigre 0
Cougars…………………14  15  14
Wolfpack………………...25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Brenna 
Martinsen 1/7/0, Marissa Preister 
0/1/0, Lexi Bode 6/23/1, Ashtyn 
Meis 0/3/2, Ashlynne Charf 2/13/2, 
Harlie Bode 3/10/0, Skyler Meis 
4/9/2, Taylynne Charf 4/5/0, Ally 
Selting 11/23/1, Alyssa Burenheide 
0/2/0, Skylar Reestman 1/1/0. 

Team totals: 32/97/8
Serving (A/SA) — Marissa 
Preister 2/3, Kaylee Ramold 0/5, 
Lexi Bode 0/8, Ashlynne Charf 
0/3, Harlie Bode 0/7, Skyler Meis 
1/11, Kirsten Krebs 0/9, Taylynne 
Charf 0/24, Ally Selting 0/3, Alyssa 
Burenheide 0/1, Skylar Reestman 
0/1. Team totals: 3/75
Blocks (BS/BA) — Lexi Bode 1/0, 
Ashlynne Charf 2/2, Skyler Meis 
1/0, Ally Selting 0/1. Team totals: 
4/3
Digs (D/DE) — Brenna Martinsen 
1/1, Marissa Preister 4/3, Kaylee 
Ramold 4/0, Lexi Bode 4/2, Ashtyn 
Meis 2/0, Ashlynne Charf 7/1, 
Baylee Busteed 1/0, Harlie Bode 
4/1, Skyler Meis 5/3, Kirsten Krebs 
11/5, Taylynne Charf 6/1, Ally 
Selting 2/1, Alyssa Burenheide 
1/1. Team totals: 52/19
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Harlie Bode 
1/4/0, Skyler Meis 1/2/0, Taylynne 
Charf 20/63/0, Skylar Reestman 
1/8/0. Team totals: 23/77/0
Serve Receive (R/RE) — Marissa 
Preister 2/0, Kaylee Ramold 
2/1, Ashtyn Meis 1/0, Ashlynne 
Charf 5/1, Baylee Busteed 1/1, 
Skyler Meis 3/5, Kirsten Krebs 
9/5, Taylynne Charf 0/2, Alyssa 
Burenheide 0/1. Team totals: 
23/16

EPPJ 3, Boyd County 1

Spartans…………….11  25  14  22
Wolfpack……………25  23  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Lexi Bode 
13/34/4, Ashlynne Charf 8/28/6, 
Harlie Bode 4/8/0, Skyler Meis 
11/27/4, Kirsten Krebs 0/1/1, 
Taylynne Charf 3/6/0, Ally Selting 
10/36/6. Team totals: 49/140/21
Serving (A/SA) — Kaylee Ramold 
0/6, Lexi Bode 6/18, Ashlynne 
Charf 0/9, Harlie Bode 1/13, Skyler 
Meis 2/14, Kirsten Krebs 1/11, 
Taylynne Charf 0/17, Ally Selting 
1/9. Team totals: 11/97
Blocks (BS/BA) — Lexi Bode 1/1, 
Ashlynne Charf 6/4, Skyler Meis 
0/3, Taylynne Charf 1/1. Team 
totals: 8/9
Digs (D/DE) — Kaylee Ramold 
6/2, Lexi Bode 4/2, Ashlynne Charf 
14/5, Harlie Bode 3/0, Skyler Meis 
10/4, Kirsten Krebs 10/6, Taylynne 
Charf 7/4, Ally Selting 5/1. Team 
totals: 59/24
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Ashlynne 
Charf 2/2/0, Harlie Bode 6/16/0, 
Skyler Meis 1/2/0, Taylynne Charf 
34/105/1, Ally Selting 0/1/0. Team 
totals: 43/126/1
Serve Receive (R/RE) — Kaylee 
Ramold 6/4, Lexi Bode 2/0, 
Ashlynne Charf 9/1, Harlie Bode 
1/0, Skyler Meis 8/7, Kirsten Krebs 
13/5, Taylynne Charf 0/2. Team 
totals: 39/19

Wolfpack open tournament with pair of victories

From Page One
Falcons

All eyes were on the ball on this play as sophomore Taylynne Charf (13) made a successful pass during 
early action against the Falcons. Watching her make the play were Kaylee Ramold (3), Lexi Bode (5) and 
Taylynne Charf (7). The Wolfpack won the match in five sets to improve their record to 17-9. E-R photo/
DMorgan

night, Oct. 26.
EPPJ 3, Elkhorn Valley 2

Falcons…………25  20  23  26  11
Wolfpack………..11  25  25  24  15
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Lexi Bode 
17/44/11, Ashlynne Charf 4/27/5, 
Harlie Bode 4/20/2, Skyler Meis 
8/38/8, Taylynne Charf 2/6/1, 
Ally Selting 21/52/6. Team totals: 
56/187/33
Serving (A/SA) — Kaylee Ramold 
1/9, Lexi Bode 0/5, Ashlynne Charf 
1/13, Harlie Bode 0/11, Skyler Meis 
0/13, Kirsten Krebs 2/16, Taylynne 
Charf 1/25, Ally Selting 0/6. Team 
totals: 5/98
Blocks (BS/BA) — Lexi Bode 1/2, 
Ashlynne Charf 4/2, Skyler Meis 
1/2, Taylynne Charf 1/0. Team 
totals: 7/6
Digs (D/DE) — Kaylee Ramold 
2/7, Lexi Bode 7/2, Ashlynne Charf 
18/4, Harlie Bode 5/3, Skyler Meis 
12/6, Kirsten Krebs 13/3, Taylynne 
Charf 7/1, Ally Selting 1/0. Team 
totals: 65/26
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Ashlynne 
Charf 0/4/0, Harlie Bode 7/16/0, 
Skyler Meis 1/2/0, Taylynne Charf 
42/138/1. Team totals: 50/160/1
Serve Receive (R/RE) — Marissa 
Preister 2/0, Kaylee Ramold 6/7, 
Lexi Bode 2/3, Ashlynne Charf 
14/1, Skyler Meis 15/10, Kirsten 
Krebs 25/10, Ally Selting 0/2. 
Team totals: 64/33

Read the Public Notices!
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By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club met 

Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. at 
the old fire hall in Bartlett.  
Eleven members helped fill 85 
Halloween bags with candy 
and other fun items for Wheel-
er Central students. 

During "normal" years 
Wheeler Central students 
would go downtown and trick 
or treat at the local businesses 
during the school day closest 
or on Halloween. Because of  

Bartlett Lions Club members Cara Snider, Julie Thorin, Roy and Lu Plugge and David Collins filling 85 
Halloween bags of candy to be distributed to Wheeler Central students this week. Photo submitted 

Bartlett News
COVID-19 issues that event 
will not happen. Instead the 
candy will be delivered to the 
students.     

Candy and other fun Hal-
loween items  to be put in the 
Halloween bags were donated 
by Dawn Erickson, Marcia 
Smith, Teresa Smith, Maureen 
Metsche, Delan and Kimmie 
Reed, Bibs and Boots, Kelly 
Guggenmos, Wheeler Central 
School, We Mart, The Wind-
mill, Wheeler County Court 

House in the departments of  
Treasurer, Sheriff  and Clerk, 
Bartlett Post Office, Lions 
Club, Marilyn Mignery, Connie 
Plugge, Lu Plugge, Glenn and 
Sherry Tetschner, Tracy Arm-
knecht, Dave Collins, Country 
Partners and Nordhues Con-
struction.  

The Lions Screening Unit 
screened 93 children Preschool 
through 12th grade Monday, 
Sept. 28 at Wheeler Central and 
72 children at Spalding Acad-
emy.

The next Lions Club Meeting 
will be held Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at 
the old fire hall in Bartlett.

Our son Andy was a guest 
in our home this weekend. He 
and his father put the final 
touches on their deer stand 
creation.  
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Father Ross Burkhalter 
missed just three games to 
win the Elgin Review Football 
Contest last week. He will 
receive the top prize of  $20 in 
Elgin Bucks.

There was a tie for second 

Father Ross, Heithoff go 1-2 in contest
place as both Todd Heithoff  
and Phil Starman each 
missed just four games. In the 
tiebreaker, Heithoff  guessed 
822, Starman picked 800 for 
total yards between Ohio State 
and Nebraska. The correct 

answer was 861 total yards. As 
a result, Heithoff  will receive 
the runner-up prize of  $10 in 
Elgin Bucks.

Results of  last week’s games 
were:

Michigan over Minnesota
Wisconsin over Illinois
Nevada over Wyoming
Texas over Baylor
Ohio State over Nebraska
Indiana over Penn State
Louisville over Florida State
Tulsa over South Florida
Purdue over Iowa
Oklahoma over TCU
Alabama over Tennessee
Cincinnati over SMU
Kansas State over Kansas
LSU over South Carolina
Oklahoma State over Iowa 

State
North Carolina over North 

Carolina State
Auburn over Ole Miss
Boise State over Utah State

All fines in addition to $49 court costs. *Denotes 
an amendment of  original charge(s).

Catherine D. Vasquez, Wichita, KS 8/4/2020 
speeding 85/65 mph, fined $125 - Lackas.

Jon R. Lundgren, Neligh, NE 8/28/2020 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Viterna.

Zachary S. Koch, Columbus, NE 10/6/2020 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Mercedes M. Hamilton, Neligh, NE 9/30/2020 
fail to yield ROW-entering roadway/fail to use 
child passenger restraint, fined $50 - Nelson.

John R. Weber, Plainview, NE 10/12/2020 
drive left of  center, fined $25 - Koch.

Charlie B. Simons, Norfolk, NE 9/6/2020 
possess or use drug paraphernalia, fined $100 
- Shaver.

Kelli M. Garcia, Neligh, NE 10/4/2020 
possess/consume open alcohol container, 
fined $50 - Wiggins.

Nicklas L. Meis, Neligh, NE 10/4/2020 
possess/consume open alcohol container, 
fined $50 - Wiggins.

Yadira N. Jaramillo, O’Neill, NE 9/19/2020 
no operator’s license/waiverable, fined $75 - 
Lehr.

Jerry L. Williams, Cascade, IA 10/9/2020 

speeding 76/65 mph/drive left of  center, fined 
$100 - Viterna.

Clark Jentzsch Austin, Minneapolis, MN 
9/15/2020 speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Detlefsen.

Jeran Ryusuke Murphy, Colorado Springs, 
CO 9/23/2020 speeding 100/65 mph, fined $200 
- Mann.

Daniel D. Schwager (Clearwater Feed & 
Grain), Clearwater, NE 10/12/2020 CMV-brake 
general/CMV-fuel system general/no splash 
aprons, fined $100 - Asche.

Eric M. Sauser, Neligh, NE 9/16/2020 
overtake/pass stopped school bus, fined $500 - 
Petersen.

Hoyt R. Meis, Neligh, NE 9/12/2020 speeding 
78/55 mph, fined $200 - Viterna.*

Elias Lopez Ramirez, Wapato, WA 8/7/2020 
no operator’s license/waiverable, fined $75 - 
Lehr.

Samuel N. Covarrubiasescobedo, Santa 
Cruz, CA 8/6/2020 speeding 80/65 mph/no 
registration in vehicle, fined $100 - Lehr/
Keetle.

Jeffrey L. Dinsmore, Council Bluffs, IA 
7/29/2020 speeding 70/55 mph, fined $75 - Lehr.

Court News

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the 

construction of “Antelope 
County EWP Repairs for 
Antelope County,” JEO Project 
No. 201551.00, QuestCDN No. 

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
7376563, will be received by the 
County Clerk at 501 Main Street, 
PO Box 26, Neligh, NE 68756-
0026, until 10:00 AM on the 12th 
day of November 2020, and 
thereafter will be read aloud.

The work is generally described 
as follows: Rock Stabilization

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$225,000.00

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project.

All Proposals for said 
construction work must be 
made on blanks furnished by 
the Engineer and must be 
accompanied by Bid Security of 
not less than 5% of the amount 
bid. Bid Security to be made 
payable to the Treasurer of 
Antelope County as liquidated 
damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith.

Copies of the contract 
documents are on file with 
Antelope County for examination 
by bidders. Complete digital 
project bidding documents are 

available at JEO’s website at 
jeo.com for $20.00. An optional 
paper set of project documents 
is available for a non-refundable 
price of $75.00 per set. Please 
send your check payable to 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
at 803 W Norfolk Avenue, 
Norfolk, NE 68701. If you have 
any questions, contact us at 
402.371.6416. In order to bid the 
project, the contract documents 
must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

The Owner reserves the 
right to waive informalities 
and irregularities and to make 
awards on bids which furnish the 
materials and construction that 
will, in their opinion serve the 
best interests of the Owner, and 
also reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

CHARLES HENERY, Board 
Chairperson

ATTEST: LISA PAYNE
County Clerk
PUBLISH: October 28, November 
4 & 11, 2020
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Stay in know - 
read the Public 

Notices. Public Notices
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