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America!

The high temperature last 
week was 91 degrees recorded 
on August 24. The low was 59 
degrees on August 28. 

Altogether, 1.96 inches of  
precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Aug 23 87 70   
Aug 24 91 67  0.03
Aug 25 81 65  0.80
Aug 26 84 65  0.75  
Aug 27 88 67    
Aug 28 89 59  0.38
Aug 29 79 61    
Total for Last Week.......... 1.96
Total for August ............. .. 2.53
Total for 2021 ................. ..17.54

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

ARP Notice & Budget 
Hearings — School Dist. #18

Order — Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resource District

Notice of  Public Hearings 
(2) — City of  Elgin

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Public Hearing 
— Antelope County Planning 
Commission

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

See INNIS, Page Two

Elgin Review 
Volume 138, Number 49  Wednesday, September 1, 2021   ELGIN,  ANTELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 68636       USPS Number 172-820                        1 Section, 12 Pages

Approximately 85 persons heard 
Matt Innis describe, in detail, how the 
Nebraska Department of  Education 
(NDE) says one thing and does another 
regarding forming sex education 
standards AND implementing Critical 
Race Theory (CRT).

For nearly two hours, Innis used a 
power-point presentation to show, from 
the research he has conducted, how the 
NDE has developed sex ed standards 
directly from pro-abortion/transgender/
LGBTQ activists to promote an 
agenda which is not in line with moral 
standards of  many Nebraskans.

Claiming the actions of  the Nebraska 
Department of  Education have caused 
Nebraskans to lose trust, Innis said 
people need to understand:

• The original sex ed standards 
(SES) were written by radical activists 
including Advocates for Youth, SIECUS, 
Answer, Planned Parenthood, Gender 
Spectrum, Human Rights Campaign, 
GLSEN and the Southern Poverty Law 
Center.

• Conservative groups like Nebraska 
Family Council and Protect Nebraska 
Children Coalition were NOT consulted, 
while activists like Omaha Women’s 

Fund and OutNebraska were.
• The Nebraska Catholic Conference 

and the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod — the two largest operators of  
parochial schools in Nebraska — were 
not consulted on these SES.

• SES teach transgender and LGBT 
indoctrination to K-12 students, 
consent to kindergarteners, discuss 
hormone blockers and sex change 
hormones for fifth graders, offer 
“health care providers” for sixth 
graders, and sex instruction to limit 
STD transmission in seventh grade.

• CRT vocabulary and how it is woven 
into SES.

• SES are not mandated by the 
Nebraska Legislature

While not pleading, he strongly 
urged those in the audience to contact 
the State Board of  Education. And, 
possibly more importantly, research 
the information to better educate 
yourself.

Having passed out materials prior to 
the start of  the meeting, Innis showed 
on one side Nebrask Sex Education 
Standards 2021 and directly opposite 
how the language closely followed the 
National Sex Education Standards 

2020. In a number of  instances, Innis 
pointed out that the Nebraska Sex 
Standards indicated CRT concepts.

A good amount of  time was spent 
on CRT. Innis said CRT reflected the 
following:

• People defined by skin color, not 
character

• USA is systemically racist and so 
are whites

• The US Constitution was designed 
to perpetuate slavery and racism

• Equality of  results — Equity — 
matters, not equality of  opportunity

• The USA started in 1619 with the 
arrival of  slaves

• Capitalism is evil
• People are either oppressed or 

oppressors
Considered as oppressors, Innis 

said, are whites, men, heterosexuals, 
cisgender, rich, Christians and the 
United States. Those being oppressed, 
he said, were blacks/minorities, 
women, gay/lesbian, transgender, the 
poor, Islam and foreigners.

As part of  his closing remarks, Innis 
urged those in the audience to do the 

The number of  COVID-19 
cases continue to rise in the 
nine-county area served by 
the North Central District 
Health Department.

Here are the vaccine by the 
numbers from all sources 
including federal reporting 
from the Bureau of  Prisons, 
Department of  Defense, 
Indian Health Service and 
Veterans Health Administra-
tion:

• Total doses administered 
— 36,013

• Fully vaccinated — 17,817
• Partially vaccinated — 379
• 16+ vaccinated — 49.6 

percent
• Total NCDHD district 

population vaccinated — 40 
percent

The case count update as of  
August 30 shows 4,797 Total 
Cases, 4,544 Recovered and 
76 Deaths. In the last 14 days, 
143 new cases of  COVID have 
been reported.

NCDHD provides
update on COVID
vaccinations

The Elgin City Park will 
be the site of  one of  the 
biggest Sundays of  the year. 
On Sept. 12, the 9th annual 
Elgin Show & Shine featuring 
cars, pickups and bikes will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Elgin City Park. It is 
being sponsored by the Elgin 
Community Club, Antelope 
Memorial Hospital, Neligh 
Auto Parts and DJ Lawn Care.

Elsewhere in the park, 
organizers are expecting 
more than 30 vendors to take 
part in the fourth annual 
“Treasures in the Park.” 
Hosted by Elgin’s Young N 
Lively club, it will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be a lunch stand 
on the premises.

‘Treasures,’ car 
show to be held
September 12

Enrollment numbers have been announced for 
Elgin’s three schools.

Figures show the number of  students 
attending classes at Elgin Public School at 190, 
up eight from one year ago.

According to School Secretary Paula Jensen, 
190 students are enrolled in PreK through 12th 
grade. That breaks down to 87 boys and 103 girls.

The largest number of  any class happens to 
be the youngest. There are 20 students in three-
year-old PreK, 10 boys and 10 girls.

The smallest class happens to be the senior 
class with six students (three boys and three 
girls).

There are 53 students in grades 9-12.

Nebraska Department of Education has lost our trust, Innis says

Student enrollment up at EPS
Pope John

At Pope John XXIII Central Catholic, 54 
students (32 girls, 22 boys) are enrolled in grades 
7-12.

The senior class consists of  six girls. The 
largest class is the eighth grade class with 15 
students (eight girls, seven boys).
St. Boniface

Sharing the same building with Pope John, St. 
Boniface Elementary School has 73 students (26 
girls, 47 boys) in PreK through sixth grade.

The largest class is the second grade class 
with 15 students (seven girls/eight boys).

See the above chart for a class-by-class 
breakdown of  students.

Former U.S. Senate candidate Matt In-
nis shared his views about the Nebraska 
Department of Education to an estimated 
crowd of 85 persons at the KC Hall. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

Dollars and cents.
It’s that time of  the year again when tax subdivisions ask for — 

and eventually receive — tax dollars to provide for services many 
take for granted.

Here in Elgin, two tax subdivisions will, in the coming days, 
have their public hearings on budgets for Fiscal Year 2021-22.
City of Elgin

City Clerk Kristin Childers submitted the notice of  budget 
hearing forms in advance of  the public hearing scheduled for 
Thursday night, Sept. 9. The hearing is scheduled to begin at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall and is open to the public.

According to the document, which can be viewed on Page 10 of  
this newspaper, the property tax request for 2021/22 is $168,241. 
That’s down five percent from one year ago when the tax request 
was just over $177,000.

The tax valuation for 21/22 is $44,427,232, up two percent from 
one year ago when the valuation was $43,654,588.

The proposed tax rate is 0.378689, that’s down seven percent 
from last year when it was 0.406097.

As part of  that night’s meeting, a public hearing will be held, 

Dates set for school,
city budget hearings

See BUDGETS, Page Three

They 
can 

dance!
The EPPJ Wolfpack 
dance team took to 
Elgin Field at half-
time to entertain 
fans. It marked the 
dance team’s first 
public performance 
of the school year. 
Shaking pompoms 
Friday night were 
dance team mem-
bers (front to back): 
Emma Mlnarik, Kay-
lee Ramold, Brenna 
Martinsen, Eliza 
Borer, Olivia Klein 
and Kaitey Schum-
acher (hidden). Not 
pictured: Taylynne 
and Ashlynne Charf. 
E-R photo/DMorgan  

12-year-old Kahnen Pelster, 
having donned a cowboy hat ear-
lier in the day, sits atop a vintage 
Allis-Chalmers tractor just mo-
ments before his turn at “Trac-
tor Talk” at the 39th annual Rae 
Valley Antique Tractor Pull/Horse 
Plowing Bee west of Petersburg. 
For more photos of the week-
end’s event, turn to Page 12. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

A boy and
a tractor ...

THE ELGIN 
REVIEW 

office will close at 
noon on Friday due 

to an afternoon 
football game. We’ll 
re-open Tuesday 

morning.
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Deacon (Ret.) William (Bill) and Phyllis Camp are celebrating 
60 years of  marriage. They were married September 4, 1961, at 
St. John the Baptist Church in Petersburg. They are currently 
members of  St. Boniface Parish in Elgin. Mass with special 
intentions for the couple will be on Sunday at 10 a.m. in Elgin. 

There will be an open house on Saturday, September 4, from 
3-5:30 p.m. at the Elgin Community Center. Friends and family 
are encouraged to send cards to 302 North St, Elgin 68636. 

Camp open house to be held Saturday

following:
• Pray for our state, country 

and leaders
• Educate yourself  and others
• Contact your local school 

board and superintendent
• Share the information with 

everyone you know
Demand the following:
• Scrap the standards
• Abolish the Nebraska 

Department of  Education
• School vouchers 2022
He urged individuals to 

coordinate with like-minded 
groups like Nebraska Family 
Alliance, Protect Nebraska 
Children Coalition, the 
Nebraska Catholic Conference 
and LCMS Nebraska District.

Editor’s Note: At their 
August regular meeting, the 
Elgin District #18 Board of  

Education (Steve Busteed, Lisa 
Welding, Eric Beckman, Ron 

Bode and Todd Heithoff. Absent 
from the meeting was board 

member Luke Hinkle) said they 
would not adopt sex education 
curriculum being developed at 

the NDE.

From Page One
Innis

The Red Cross Bloodmobile was in Elgin on August 25. 
Sponsored by Elgin Public School, the six-hour event was 
held at the KC Hall. The drive registered 54 donors and col-
lected 46 pints of  whole blood and nine units from Power 
Red donations for a total of  55 units collected. The drive fell 
short of  its goal of  60 units.

  Two donors were deferred and one was not able to do-
nate or not able to complete their donation. 

The next Elgin blood drives are scheduled for October 
20th for Pope John and December 15th for Elgin Public.

Bloodmobile collects 55 units
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Sixty Years Ago
August 24, 1961

Fifteen boys have checked 
out gear for the coming season 
at Elgin High School, according 
to Coach Jerry Mundorf. The 
team will move into eight 
man football for the coming 
season and play an eight game 
schedule. The team prospects 
can be listed as pretty good. 
Lack of  depth is the big 
problem. The year prior’s 
six man club was ranked 5th 
in the state but graduated 
seniors Dean Faubel and Gary 
Wilkinson will be hard to 
replace. Rick Johnson will fill 
in the slot at quarterback and 
Gary Cornett has been moved 
to center. Other probable 
starters will be Bud Wilkinson 
and Lowell Pierce at ends. Bill 
Heckert and Tom Schindler at 
guards and Gary Busteed and 
Dick Bennet as halfbacks. 

Elgin fireman were 
summoned to the Leslie C. 
Anderson farm to extinguish 
a fire which badly burned 
a tractor. The driver of  the 
tractor, Gary Wilkinson,  was 
mowing  weeds in a first-year 
field of  alfalfa when he smelled 
the smoke. He contacted Leslie 
and the local department was 
called. 
Fifty Years Ago
August 26, 1971 

Jim Baum, son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Roman Baum, was injured 
seriously when the tractor 
he was driving upset and 
rolled over him. The accident 
happened just two miles east of  
Elgin. 

Jim’s car had stopped and 
he was taken to his parents 
farm southeast of  Elgin where 

Looking Back
he picked up a tractor to pull 
his car home. Joe and Dan 
Hemenway and  Bob Totten 
were at Jim’s car getting it 
ready for towing when they 
noticed the upset tractor. Jim 
had apparently gotten too close 
to the edge of  the road and in 
an attempt to get the machine 
off  the soft shoulder it upset. 
The tractor rolled over Jim, 
pinning his foot. He was able 
to extricate his foot before 
the youths reached him and 
Joe Hemenway rushed Jim to 
Antelope Memorial Hospital in 
Neligh. 

The third annual 4-H home 
living tour was held recently. 
The tour included homes of  
five Antelope County 4-Hers 
who explained what they had 
done for their 1971 4-H home 
living project. Mrs. Bruce Hild 
and Dale Bragg of  Neligh were 
judges.

Elgin’s Verona Henn 
received a purple ribbon on the 
bedroom which she painted 
the walls and refinished the 
woodwork.  
Thirty Years Ago
August 28, 1991

Break-ins were discovered 
at the FCX Central Office 
and Veteran’s Club in Elgin,  
according to Elgin Police Chief  
Bob Moore. He said the break-
ins very likely were committed 
by the same persons, and 
they may be connected to 
the burglaries last week at 
Charlie’s Restaurant and 
Zabka’s Service in Petersburg.  

A total of  96 students started 
the new school year at St. 
Boniface. This was an increase 
of  four students from the prior 
year’s total of  92 enrolled in 

kindergarten through sixth 
grade. 

EMT”s are needed to 
help staff  the Elgin Rescue 
Unit, and they must have 
this training before they 
can qualify as ambulance 
personnel. Anyone interested 
in taking the EMT course, 
should contact Vicki Miller at 
Elgin City Hall. 
Twenty Years Ago
August 29, 2001

Preparations are being made 
for a new lighted sign to be 
installed on the north side of  
Pope John Central Catholic 
Junior-Senior High School in 
Elgin.

Funds for the sign were 
provided by the Pope John 
classes of  1999, 2000 and 2001,  
as well as the Student Council. 
The sign was purchased from 
Susan Wells of  O’Neill. 

Carissa Uhrenholdt of  Elgin 
is one of  the 352 members of  

Shop at home to
support our merchants!

The family of  Marilyn 
“Snooks” Reilly is requesting 
a card shower in honor of  her 
80th birthday on September 7.

Cards may be sent to her at 
PO Box 174, Elgin, Nebraska 
68636.

Card shower for
“Snooks” Reilly

The children of  Robert 
and Phyllis (Rudloff) 
Tharnish are requesting 
a card shower in honor 
of  their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

The couple was married 
on September 2, 1961, at 
St. Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church in Verdigre. They 
have four children, Mark 
(Carole) Tharnish and 
Greg (Deb) Tharnish of  
Elgin, Bruce Tharnish of  
Thornton, CO and Bryan 
Tharnish of  Aberdeen, SD. 

They also have seven 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Cards may be sent to 
Robert and Phyllis at PO 
Box 238, Elgin, NE 68636.

Tharnish family
request card
shower for 60th
anniversary

Plainview Monument Company
A Division of Nebraska Memorials, Inc.

129th Anniversary Sale

Save up to 

$1,750
$7500

OFF
Any Granite Purchase 

of $750 or more 
Offer expires 9/30/21 

Please present coupon at time of purchase 

Plainview Monument Company 
Hwy 20 - Plainview - 402-582-3333 - www.plainviewmonument.com 

Dale Powers

Clip this coupon for additional savings off our already reduced prices!

$12500
OFF

Any Granite Purchase 
of $1,250 or more 

Offer expires 9/30/21 
Please present coupon at time of purchase 

$17500
OFF

Any Granite Purchase 
of $1,750 or more 

Offer expires 9/30/21 
Please present coupon at time of purchase 

the 2001 Nebraska Cornhusker 
Marching Band, which 
made its first appearances 
at pre-game and halftime 
performances in Nebraska’s 
season opener.

By Jessie Reestman

Public Notices
ARP Notice — School District #18

PUBLIC NOTICE  for ARP 
Fund Nonpublic School 

Consultation
On Friday September 10, 

2021 at 1:00PM, a meeting con-
ducted by Elgin Public Schools 
will take place at the Elgin Public 
Schools Superintendent’s Office. 
The purpose of the meeting will 
be to provide an opportunity for 
parents and representatives of 
nonpublic schools to participate 
in the development of a plan for 
providing special education ser-
vices to children with disabilities 
who attend nonpublic schools 
and home schools which are 
within the Elgin Public School 
district for the 2021-2022  school 
year.  Elgin Public School has 

received some additional funds 
under the American Rescue  
Plan that are available for use in 
providing services to children in 
nonpublic school settings.  Par-
ents of a home-schooled child 
or a child attending a nonpublic 
school who has been or may be 
identified with a disability and at-
tend a nonpublic school within 
the boundaries of Elgin Public 
School are urged to attend. If you 
have further questions pertaining 
to this meeting, please contact 
Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
at 402-843-2455.
PUBLISH: September 1, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Public 
Hearing — Antelope 

County Planning 
Commission
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Antelope County Planning 
Commission will hold a regular 
meeting and public hearing on 
Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
in the County Board meeting 
room at the Antelope County 
Courthouse beginning at 1:00 
pm.  The meeting is open to the 
public.  All interested parties are 
welcome to attend.  

A public hearing will be held 
regarding the Conditional Use 
Permit #CUP2104 for AMG 
Technology Investment Group 
DBA Nextlink for a high-speed 
internet tower on a tract in the N 
½ NE ¼ 35-25N-5W.  

The agenda is kept continually 
current and is available for public 
inspection at the Zoning Office.  
For more information, contact 
Liz Doerr, Zoning Administrator 
at 402-887-4248 or zoning@
antelopecounty.org.
PUBLISH: September 1, 2021
ZNEZ

The family of  Lois Temme 
Zegers is hosting a 90th 
Birthday Open House on 
Sunday, Sept. 5. Friends and 
family are invited to join in 
the celebration from 2-4 p.m. 
at 110 East Widaman Avenue, 
Petersburg. They request 
no gifts, only the sharing of  
memories and stories. 

If  you are unable to attend, 
cards may be sent to PO Box 96, 
Petersburg, NE 68652. 

Birthday open
house is Sunday
for Lois Zegers

It Pays To
Advertise!

beginning at 7 p.m., to adjust 
last year’s city budget. The City 
is seeking to amend the budget, 
adding just over $640,000 to 
the water fund, the specific 
purpose being water main. 
According to the document 
(on Page 10), the tax asking for 
bonds and all other purposes 
will not change from one year 
ago.
School District #18

With property valuations 
up two percent from last year, 
School District #18 will be 
asking for an increase of  more 
than $400,000 to the general 
fund.

The 2021/22 operating budget 
breaks down to more than $2.3 
million for the general fund 
and nearly $949,000 for the 
special building fund. Together, 
the combined operating budget 

From Page One
Budgets

is in excess of  $5.1 million. 
One year ago the operating 
budget was just over $4,85 
million (see figures on Page 
10). The proposed 2021 tax 
rate for both funds comes to 
$0.360066, up 16 percent from 
one year ago. Last year ago, 
the tax rate was set at 0.309385.

The hearing, to be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, will be in 
the distance learning room at 
Elgin High School. Scheduled 
to begin at 7:30 p.m., the 
meeting is open to the public. 
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Ball Talk

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

Summer’s last hurrah is upon us. Labor Day is 
September 6. The University of  Nebraska Husker 
football team has started its season, the State Fair 
ends on Labor Day and public schools are back in 
session.

Time was when Labor Day stood out. Moms and 
Dads didn’t have to go to work that day and that 
often paved the way for family picnics, backyard 
barbecues and maybe even a downtown parade. 

Friends gathered and 
toasted what would surely 
be a coming change in 
the weather. It also often 
marked the start of  public 
schools, a rite of  passage 
often equally anticipated 
and cursed.

Things changed drasti-
cally in 2020 when Labor 
Day was just another in 
a string of  holidays can-
celled by the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Many of  those 
activities resumed this year 
as the dreaded Covid risk 
dial rolled back to green for 
a time. But a second surge 
of  Covid – thanks to several 
variant strains – is casting 
a pall on things again as the 
risk dial moves toward red.

That drama known as 
Husker Football has already begun. The on-field 
play stage of  the saga has started and brings with 
it optimism for a fan base that has been, to say the 
least, disappointed in the first three seasons of  a 
new coach, an actual Husker alum who grew up in 
small town Nebraska and played most of  his col-
lege ball in Memorial Stadium.

The not-so-behind-the-scenes drama started a 
couple months ago when Athletic Director Bill 
Moos resigned abruptly amid speculation he 
was forced out. Others said he was just tired and 
blamed the Pandemic. For his part, Moos took a 
million dollars or so and headed back to the Pa-
cific Northwest. Not bad work if  you can get it.

Moos was replaced by former Husker defensive 
standout Trev Alberts who also came with the 
promise of  a million dollar a year price tag. Then 
came word that the NCAA was investigating the 
football program for possible illegal use of  ana-
lysts and practice sessions. It’s always something.

Following a year of  flooding in 2019, Pandemic 
woes in 2020 and an on-going debate over financial 
conditions, the Nebraska State Fair seemed to be 
back on track in Grand Island with 4-H activities, 
concerts, food vendors and carnival rides.    

But what about Labor Day. Officially, it’s a time 
to pay tribute to American workers, and their 
many contributions and achievements through 
the years. Created by the labor movement in the 
late 19th century, Labor Day honors the men and 
women who fought tirelessly for workers’ rights, 

especially the eight-hour workday. 
Labor discussions today seem to center on a $15 

per-hour minimum wage and what it might do to 
small businesses. Likewise, there seems to be a 
problem filling jobs again after pandemic closings 
and directed health measures, which restricted the 
size of  gatherings in restaurants and entertain-
ment venues. Some have blamed government stimu-
lus checks for making it more lucrative to not work.

Labor Day became a U.S. federal holiday in 1894, 
but by that time thirty states already officially 
celebrated the holiday. On September 5, 1882, New 
York City union leaders organized what is now 
considered the country’s first Labor Day parade. An 
estimated 10,000 workers took unpaid time off  to 
march through the streets of  New York City, in the 
event which culminated in a picnic, fireworks, and 
dancing. 

The idea spread across the country as many 
states passed legislation recognizing the workers’ 
holiday. It wasn’t until 1894, however, that Congress 
legalized the holiday following the Pullman strike, 
a nationwide railroad boycott that turned fatal and 
shined a national spotlight on workers’ rights. 

Get this, Congress sought to make peace with 

American workers by passing an act making Labor 
Day a legal holiday and President Grover Cleveland 
officially signed it into law on June 28, 1894.

Now you know enough about the holiday to appre-
ciate it and celebrate it. Hats off  to the American 
worker.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska 

government and politics since 1979. 
He has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

See RICKETTS, Page Eight

Life is good: Labor Day, State Fair and NU Football

See TALK, Page Five

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

Every season in Nebraska, it’s time 
to play ball. Fall is for football and 
volleyball. Winter for basketball and 
bowling. Spring for baseball. And 
summer for golf. 

Then there’s softball, soccer(ball), 
kickball, tennis(ball), bowling(ball), 
pool hall balls, ping pong balls, and 
beach balls. What have I missed? 

A few days ago at a meeting of  
Young and Lively (an Elgin women’s 
civic and social organization), there 
was conversation about the use of  the 
tennis courts in our city park. Could 
part of  the courts be transitioned for 
pickleball use? An interesting idea. 

The game pickleball, made official 
in 1972 with the establishment of  the 
USA Pickleball Association, is consid-
ered the fastest growing sport in the 
United States. Popular with all ages, 
especially those in later years, pickle-
ball is played on a smaller court and 
is best described as a combination of  
tennis, ping pong, and badminton. 

So, if  a ball 
is supposed 
to be spheri-
cal, why is a 
football more 
egg-shaped, 
technically 
called a prolate 
spheroid shape? 
Don’t know. 
Though, thanks 
to its elon-
gated nature, 
a football will 
spiral when 
thrown prop-
erly. Hopefully, 
the receiver can 
grab it in the 
end zone and 
SCORE. 

Go Big Red, 
whether it’s 

football, or volleyball, these autumn 
days. Take note, UNL has a bowling 
team, national champions, in fact, 
that are worth watching and celebrat-
ing this fall as well. And, by the way, 
marching bands at football games, 
though no balls are involved, really 
have it on the ball.  

Beyond sports vernacular, idioms 
about balls abound. Having a ball 
generally means you’re enjoying 
yourself  at a fun party, or giggling 
with the grandchildren, or vacation-
ing amongst spectacular scenery. 
Maybe it’s homecoming time and 
your daughter is the belle of  the ball. 
Or your favorite furball is hacking up 
hairballs. 

Is your friend a ball of  fire, always 
asking you to do one fun thing or an-
other? Maybe this month, the ball is 
in your court. Maybe you’re not sure 
of  your idea. Just pick up the ball 
and run with it. The worst that can 
happen is an out flat NO. Who knows? 
That proposed plan may be a hit out 
of  the ballpark. 

People commonly get described 
with ball talk. Here’s a few to contem-
plate, all sort of  lesser than – screw-
ball, sleazeball, slimeball. Another 
describes one as always behind the 
eight ball, which means, in pool hall 
language, to have the cue ball (white) 
behind the eight ball (black). Not a 
good strategic position. 

Balls also refer to a part of  the 
male anatomy. The phrase ‘blue balls’ 
describes pain, well, down there, also 
experienced when literally getting 
kicked in the balls. You can also get 
kicked in the balls, metaphorically 
speaking, when you think your idea is 
amazing and the reaction from others 
snowballs into negativism. 

It’s a whole new ball of  wax when 
you have the courage or bravado to 
stand up against the naysayers. How 
did you have the balls to do that? By 
casting off  the ball and chain drag-
ging you down, that’s how. 

Often when these columns flow out 
of  my head, I think of  a song. Which 
one this time? Great Balls of  Fire, of  
course, a Jerry Lee Lewis hit. The 
words go like this: 

You shake my nerves, and you rattle 
my brain

Too much love drives a man insane
You broke my will, but what a thrill

Goodness gracious, great balls of  fire
Maybe the biggest ball around these 

parts is on Neligh’s main street atop 
Pinnacle Bank. Just as he did in 1918 
on the Atlas Bank, the Greek mytho-
logical figure is holding the weight of  
heaven and earth. 

Pretty soon it will be cold enough to 

Energy reliability and independence are pil-
lars of  our country’s national security.  A reliable 
power grid has helped our nation build the world’s 
largest economy, and our focus on developing do-
mestic sources of  energy has made our country’s 
fleet of  automobiles and airplanes less dependent 
on overseas oil.  Earlier this year, U.S. News and 
World Report ranked Nebraska #3 nationally 
for power grid reliability and #8 overall in their 
energy category which “tracks the reliability of  

power grids, renewable 
energy consumption and the 
price of  electricity.”

We can’t take this for 
granted.  There are forces at 
work at the state and federal 
level that could undermine 
these strategic strengths.

February’s record-cold 
temperatures caused wide-
spread power outages 
throughout the South and 
Midwest, including rolling 
blackouts here in Nebraska.  
These interruptions of  ser-
vice are not acceptable.  The 
United States is not a third-
world country, and we need 
to be prepared for extreme 
weather events so that this 
doesn’t happen again.  This 
means we need to make sure 

we have a diverse energy mix with enough coal 
and nuclear power to keep our grid running during 
severe weather events.

Nebraska was able to power through February’s 
arctic blast better than some other states thanks to 
our state’s base load power plants, including our 
largest generation facility—Gerald Gentleman Sta-
tion,  a coal-fired power plant in Sutherland—and 
Cooper Nuclear Station, the state’s only nuclear 
power plant.  Together, these two plants provided a 
significant percentage of  Nebraska’s power supply 
during the winter energy emergency.  These facili-
ties are more important than ever as other states 
have destabilized their power grid by becoming too 
dependent on variable energy systems.  Nuclear 
power plants in the Southwest Power Pool foot-
print were all available and generating during the 

event.  Coal plants were the second most depend-
able resource.  Both wind and natural gas failed to 
deliver during the cold snap—these energy sources 
were not reliably available when we needed them.

While climate activists want to abolish coal-fired 
plants altogether, there are smarter ways to reduce 
emissions while maintaining reliable, affordable 
electricity and creating additional skilled jobs.  
For example, Nebraska Public Power District has 
partnered with ION Clean Energy on the design 
of  a carbon capture system for Gerald Gentleman 
Station, Unit 2.  The carbon capture technology is 
capable of  capturing about 90% of  CO2 emissions 
from the Gerald Gentleman power generation unit.  
Innovations like this can yield cleaner energy pro-
duction without shuttering reliable facilities like 
Gerald Gentleman station, which has the capacity 
to generate electricity for more than 600,000 Ne-
braskans.

Power grid reliability isn’t the only priority at 
risk of  being undermined by climate extremists.  
Nebraska is the second largest ethanol-producing 
state in the nation.  The future of  ethanol is tied 
to the future of  oil production and combustion en-
gines.  Together, domestic production of  these fuels 
can help make our country energy independent.

Regrettably, the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
radical climate agenda is doing just the oppo-
site—making us more dependent on our country’s 
adversaries.  On his first day in office, President 
Biden canceled the permit for Keystone XL and 
rejoined the Paris Agreement.  With actions like 
these coming out of  the White House, it should be 
no surprise that U.S. gas prices in July 2021 were up 
41.8% compared to July 2020.  With inflation rising 
and prices soaring at the pump, President Biden 
is now begging OPEC+ members to produce more 
oil.  These members include Iran, Venezuela, and 
Russia.  Dependence on these countries puts our 
national security at risk.

President Biden’s appeal to OPEC came less than 
a week after he issued an executive order calling 
for “50 percent of  all new passenger cars and light 
trucks” to be Electric Vehicles (EVs) by 2030.  Once 
again, the President’s action risks our national 
security.  The People’s Republic of  China produces 
the vast majority of  the rare earth minerals needed 

Strengthening energy reliability 

Dear Editor.
This Sept. 11 marks the 20th anniversary of  

the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and Flight 92 in Shanksville, Pa. 

It was a day that I, and my family, will never 
forget. I come from a Navy family. Myself, 
my wife and four of  my six brothers have all 
served, and we had all worked to keep this 
country safe. And as a brother, who had an 
older sibling (an active duty Navy Captain) die 
in the Pentagon, I was struck at how quickly an 
attack like this can hit close to home.

My family has pledged never to let that day 
pass without remembering the lives lost, and 
the loved ones left behind. But as we get fur-
ther and further away from that terrible day, I 
worry that many people, particularly in their 
20’s and  those born after the attack, do not 
grasp the significance of  that day. 

This is similar to the Americans  born 
decades after the bombing of  Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941, which drew the United States into 
World War II.

Both of  these events were terrible tragedies 
that cost countless American lives.  Yet they 
were different in that the deaths at Pearl Har-
bor were mostly military personnel. On Sept. 
11, most of  those who died were civilians in the 
trade center. 

While Ground Zero has rightfully become the 
focus of  this country’s outpouring, we should 
not forget the Pentagon and Shanksville. We 
should all walk the pastures in Pennsylvania, 
or sit on one of  the benches dedicated to the 
victims of  the Pentagon. And we should re-
member their sacrifices.

As Americans we cannot let these people dis-
appear in the shadows in a similar manner as 
those Americans who died in the Philippines 
on Dec. 8, 1941. The 187 victims at the Penta-
gon and 44 people aboard Flight 93 should not 
disappear from American history.

The families of  those victims grieved as 
deeply as those in New York. These victims,  
just like those in New York, were fathers, moth-
ers, sons, daughters, uncles and aunts. More 
importantly, they were Americans.   

After Dec. 7, 1941 and Sept. 11, 2001, it seems 
that political divisions in this country disap-
peared for a period of  time. In 1941 the presi-
dent was a Democrat, and in 2001, a Republi-
can. We were Americans not Republicans or 
Democrats, something that we seem to have 
forgotten. The Song by Alan Jackson, “Where 
Were You (When the World Stopped Turning)” 
should best state our attitude as Americans fol-
lowing Sept. 11.

Whatever we do as Americans we must 
ensure that all who died on September 11, 2001 
are not forgotten. Remember the Flag that was 
flying over the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon represented the same, the United 
States of  America and all of  its people.

William Getzfred, CDR USN (RET)
Omaha, Neraska

The significance of 9/11
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George Anthony Fritz, 83
Born in Elgin in 1937, he served in the U.S. Army before returning to work as an electrician.

Obituaries

Mass of  Christian Burial for 
George Anthony Fritz, 83, of  
Norfolk, NE was held Friday, 

August 27, 2021 
at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church in 
Norfolk. 

Rev Pat 
McLaughlin 
was the cel-
ebrant. Visita-
tion was held 
Thursday, 
August 26, 2021 

from 4 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. with 
a vigil service at 6:30 p.m. at 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church.
Burial was at Prospect Hill 

Cemetery in Norfolk. 
Military honors were con-

ducted by the Nebraska Army 
National Guard Honor Guard, 
American Legion Post 16, and 
VFW Post 1644. 

The service was 
livestreamed on the Home for 
Funerals website. 

Memorials may be directed 
to the family for future desig-
nation. 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of  Home for 
Funerals in Norfolk. 

*****
George peacefully passed 

away to his heavenly Father on 
Monday, August 23, 2021.

George was born September 
24, 1937 in Elgin to William 
Raymond and Eva Magdalene 
(Gregor) Fritz. 

In 1955, George and two 
brothers opened Northwest 
Electric in O’Neill, NE. He en-
tered the United States Army 
in 1958 where he received for-
mal training as an electrician 
and was honorably discharged 
in 1960. He then returned to 
the business. 

George married Bonnie Lee 
Howard on April 8, 1961 at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church in 
O’Neill. 

The couple was blessed with 
four children. The family 
moved to Norfolk in the fall of  
1966, where the business was 
expanded.  

George retired from the 
family business in July of  2020 
after 65 years of  above and 
beyond committed service to 
his customers.  

He enjoyed fishing; play-
ing shuffleboard, games and 
cards; four-wheeling trips; 

traveling; and visiting friends 
and family.  Most of  all, he 
loved spending time with his 
family.  

George was a life-long 
member of  Sacred Heart/
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
ushering at Mass and volun-
teering his time and talent 
to many church and school 
events. He was also a member 
of  the VFW.

He is survived by his wife, 
Bonnie Fritz of  Norfolk; chil-
dren, Dee (Grant) Broadwell 
of  Tucson, AZ, Sandy (Larry) 
Spence of  Norfolk, Randy 

Fritz of  Norfolk, and Lisa 
Fritz of  Norfolk; grandchil-
dren, Trevor Spence of  Omaha 
and Colby Spence of  Kearney, 
NE; sisters, Sr. Eva Fritz of  
Omaha, NE, Alice Stodola of  
Norfolk; sisters-in-law, Nadine 
Fritz of  Montana, Loreen 
Fritz of  Norfolk, and Candy 
Fritz of  Osmond, and many 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

George is preceded in death 
by his parents; brothers and 
spouses, William (Mary Lou), 
Francis (Mildred), Donald, 
Joseph, and James; brother-in-
law Don Stodola.

freeze the balls off  a brass monkey. 
So get on the ball and cheer your favorite ball team to victory. 

Or get the ball rolling in preparation for the glorious Christmas 
season. 

Of  course, you have a lot of  balls in the air, some days may feel 
like a wrecking ball, and you might get thrown a curve ball on 
occasion. That’s life. 

None of  us has a crystal ball to predict the future, but we do 
have a new day every 24 hours to play ball with the best of  our 
abilities. 

The ball’s in your court. 
Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.com.

From Page Four
Talk

Sally Schrage-Beckman, 90
Born in Elgin in 1930, she was a 4-H leader, CCD teacher and a member of the Chester White Association.

Sally Schrage-Beckman, 90 
of  Elgin, passed away Sunday, 
August 29, 2021, at Good 
Samaritan Society – Albion. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
September 1, 2021 (today), at 

St. Boniface 
Church in 
Elgin, with Rev. 
Kevin Vogel 
officiating. 

Burial will 
follow in 
the parish 
cemetery. 
Visitation was 
from 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesday at the 

church with a 7 p.m. wake 
service. 

Memorials are suggested 
to the family for later 
designation.

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin is in charge of  
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.

com.
*****

Celestine Louise “Sally” 
Schalk, daughter of  Anthony 
and Agnes (Klink) Schalk, 
was born December 11, 1930, 
at Elgin. She lived with 
her family on a farm near 
Raeville, NE where she was 
baptized and confirmed at St. 
Bonaventure Church, and then 
the family moved to Elgin in 
1941. 

She attended St. Boniface 
School where she graduated 
from the eighth grade in 1944. 
She then stayed home to care 
for her mother and younger 
siblings. 

On June 7, 1949, Sally 
was united in marriage to 
Raymond J. Schrage at St. 
Boniface Church in Elgin. 
They farmed southwest of  
Elgin until 1958 when they 
purchased a farm southeast of  
Elgin. 

Sally was a homemaker 
and farm wife, raising the 

couple’s children and helping 
keep the farm going, raising 
purebred Chester White hogs. 
In 1985, they retired to Elgin 
where they purchased Sally’s 
childhood home. Ray died later 
that year.

Sally married Cletus “Dick” 
Beckman on May 15, 1987, at St. 
Boniface Church in Elgin. They 
continued living in Elgin where 
Sally worked at Bert’s Bar and 
the flower shop in Elgin before 

retiring. 
She was a member of  St. 

Bonaventure and St. Boniface 
Churches, the Christian 
Mothers and Altar Society. She 
was a 4-H leader, CCD teacher, 
and a member of  the Chester 
White Association. She was an 
avid card player, seamstress, 
cook and enjoyed bowling for 
many years. She also loved 
to dance and made excellent 
wedding mints.

Sally is survived by two 
daughters: Rita (Steve) 
Heithoff  of  Elgin; Christine 
(Lee) Studley of  Phoenix, AZ; 
two sons: Calvin (Jalaine) 
Schrage of  Lincoln, NE; Tim 
(Karen) Schrage of  Omaha, 
NE; three stepsons: Chuck 
Beckman of  Texas; Rick 
Beckman of  Texas; Randy 
Beckman of  California; 
grandchildren: Michael 
Heithoff  of  Norfolk, NE; 

Crystal (Danny) Borer of  
Elgin; great-grandchildren: 
Brooke, Parker, and Louie 
Borer of  Elgin; along with 
many nieces, nephews, and 
other relatives. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husbands Ray and 
Dick; parents Tony and 
Agnes; infant sister MaDonna; 
brother Dennis; sister Beverly; 
stepdaughter: Janet Bologna; 
and stepson: Greg Beckman.
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NU: Then & Now

Abby
Hemenway

ELGIN — In a couple of  
weeks, my wife and I will, 
hopefully, celebrate 36 years of  
marriage.

I’m reminded of  how lucky 
I am almost every day. But, on 
Saturday, life came full circle 
when another was married.

The first part of  this story 
revolves around a man named 
“Spud.” From Columbus, he 
went through Kearney State 
about the same time as I did, he 
was crazy about the Huskers 
just like I was.

So on the day Lynell and 
I were married, in 1985, the 
Huskers played a big game 
against the Fightin’ Illini in 
Lincoln. The Illini were led by 
quarterback Tony Eason who 
would be slaughtered, as a New 
England Patriot, on the altar of  
the Chicago Bears a few years 
later.

Anyway, the wedding was 
set for 2 p.m. and Spud, JC, 
Ricky Ticky Tavi and the 
Cougar were my groomsmen. 
Everything was going fine 
during the service when I 
looked at Spud and saw he 

had an 
earpiece 
attached 
to a 
trans-
istor 
radio 
listening 
to the 
game. 
It was 
touted 
as a big 
game 
and the 
Huskers 
did what 
they 
always 
used 
to do, 
win big 
games 

played at Memorial Stadium.
Back then the Huskers were 

big news, not so much today. 
But, on that day, Spud was 
just being Spud, a devoted fan 
following his team.

Fast forward to Saturday, 
young Regan Kerkman and 
Kamryn Koziol were married 
at a ceremony in a church in 
Lincoln. The wedding began 
at 1:30 p.m. and, in a pew away 
from the action, was this 
grey-haired, middle-aged man 
watching the Huskers play the 
Illini, this time in Champaign, 
Ill. He was watching the game 
on his smartphone.

Some things change just like 
calendars on the wall. Some 
things never change, like the 
guy watching the game on his 
phone.

Following the Huskers has 
changed a great deal from the 
time I got married until today. 
Forty years of  success under 
Devaney, Osborne and, yes, 
Solich, has now been followed 
by 20 years of  wandering in the 
outback, trying to recapture 
the formula which once made 
us a football power. Now, 
outside of  the state and in the 
hearts of  NU alumni, Big Red 
is an after-thought.

I knew the guy with the 
smartphone, he was the same 
guy who would do anything he 
could to be inside Memorial 
Stadium. He saw Devaney and 
Osborne on the east sidelines, 
Bear Bryant and Barry Switzer 
on the west sidelines. He sat 
in every part of  the stadium 
because he believed there 
wasn’t a bad seat to watch Big 
Red from.

When Saturday’s game was 
over, he went to the wedding 
reception and milled around 
for awhile. Then he went home, 
you couldn’t tell from the look 
on his face whether Nebraska 
or Illinois won the game. To 
him, the buzz about Big Red is 
almost gone.

You see, there’s not much 
of  a demand anymore to see 
the Huskers play. Anyone who 
wants to go to a game can 
find a ticket. If  you wait long 
enough, scalpers will almost 
give the tickets away after the 
opening kickoff.

In that sense, college football 
has lost some of  its luster 
due to over-exposure. Before 
TV money and every game 
being televised, being there 
(at Memorial Stadium) was 
everything.

Maybe things will change 
for the better someday. 
Nebraska’s last claim to fame, 
the consecutive sellout streak, 
is just a number. The days of  
great anticipation may be over 
too. Mr. Grey Hair knows that.

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — Opening night of  
the volleyball season didn’t 
quite turn out the way Elgin 
Public-Pope John would have 
liked.

On Thursday night, Luther-
an High Northeast (LHNE) 
once again dominated the 
Wolfpack, winning in straight 
sets 25-14, 25-16 and 25-17.

The match marked the 
beginning of  Coach Elizabeth 

By Dennis Morgan
ELGIN — Missed 

opportunities in the first half  
came back to bite the Wolfpack 
Friday night in a 28 to 7 loss to 
O’Neill St. Mary’s.

Holding penalties nullified 
two first half  touchdowns by 
the Wolfpack and were too 
much to overcome against 
Aidan Hedstrom and his 
Cardinals teammates who 
pulled away to claim the 
victory in the season opener 
for both teams.

“We made a few first game 
mistakes,” Wolfpack Coach 
Greg Wemhoff  said. “I thought 
we played all four quarters and 
did a lot of  really good things 
… We took two touchdowns off  
the board (mistakes) and that’s 
tough to overcome.”

The Cardinals capitalized on 
Wolfpack miscues to score all 
four of  their touchdowns.

After Jack Wemhoff  
recovered a Cardinals 
fumble on St. Mary’s first 
possession of  the game, the 
Wolfpack put together a 56-

yard drive. Pounding the ball 
on the ground, they drove 
to the Cardinals’ three-yard 
line where, on the next play, 
quarterback Paiton Hoefer 
crossed the goalline on a 
quarterback keeper. However, 
the touchdown was nullified 
on a holding penalty. The drive 
stalled and Dylon Lueking’s 
field goal attempt was no good.

St. Mary’s then went 72 yards 
in three plays to take the lead. 
Hedstrom went 55 yards for the 
game’s first touchdown.

Like their first drive, the 
Wolfpack moved the ball on 
the ground. Behind the blocks 
of  linemen Ethan Hinkle & 
Co., they went 52 yards to the 
goalline. Wemhoff ’s two-yard 
touchdown run was called back 
due to a holding penalty. EPPJ 
turned the ball over on downs 
at the four-yard line. St. Mary’s 
answered by going 76 yards 
in five plays with Gabe Pribil 
scoring on an 11-yard run.

The Wolfpack got on the 
board late in the second 
quarter as Wemhoff  blasted 
through a big hole on the left 
side of  the line and out-raced 
defenders 44 yards for the 
team’s only score on the night.

Misfortune struck EPPJ on 
their second possession of  
the third quarter. Backed up 
against their own endzone, 
the Cardinals blocked Blake 
Henn’s punt, taking over on the 
two-yard line. Hedstrom scored 
on the next play.

In the fourth quarter, after 
an exchange of  turnovers, 
St. Mary’s got their final 
touchdown on a 30-yard 
strike from Hedstrom to Isaac 
Everitt.

Wemhoff  led Wolfpack 
rushers with 126 yards on 25 
carries, backup Austin Good 
had 35 yards on six carries.

Coach Wemhoff  said despite 
the loss the Wolfpack turned 
in an outstanding effort 
“Everything that happened 
tonight is fixable and we’re 
going to get it fixed ... We’re 
only going to get better.”

EPPJ couldn’t get their 
passing game going as they had 
just 16 yards through the air.
On the other side of  the ball, 
Wemhoff  and Nick Anderson 
each had 12 tackles in the 
game, Cale Kinney and Sam 
Hemenway were each credited 
with eight.

Next up for the Wolfpack will 
by a Friday afternoon game 
at Boyd County (Spencer). 
Kickoff  will be at 2:30 p.m. 
The Spartans (0-1) opened the 
season with a loss to CWC.

St. Mary’s 28, EPPJ 7
Cardinals…………6  6  8  8 — 28
Wolfpack………….0  7  0  0 — 7
SM — Aidan Hedstrom 55 run 
(PAT failed)
SM — Gabe Pribil 11 run (PAT 

Wolfpack senior 
defensive end Colton 
Wright had the ‘hit’ of  the 
game Friday night against 
St. Mary’s.

Early in the fourth 
quarter, Wright gave 
the team and the fans 
something to cheer about 
with a jarring hit which 
forced a fumble.

Cardinals’ running back 
Tate Thompson took a 
handoff  
from 
quarter-
back Aidan 
Hedstrom 
and went 
around 
right end. 
As he 
cut back 
towards the 
middle of  
the field, 
Wright hit 
the ball 
at full speed, popping it 
up into the air and into 
the hands of  Wolfpack 
linebacker Blake Henn.

“That gave us a big 
boost of  momentum,” 
Wright said about the play 
“which helped us to try to 
come back ... We gave all 
the effort we had (in the 
game).”

Check out the play 
by going to The Elgin 
Review’s YouTube page or 
Facebook page.

Colton
Wright

Wright makes
‘hit of the game’

Flags prove costly in 28 to 7 loss to O’Neill St. Mary’s
failed)
EPPJ — Jack Wemhoff 44 run 
(Dylon Lueking kick)
SM — Hedstrom 13 run (Tate 
Thompson run)
SM — Hedstrom 30 pass to 
Isaac Everitt (Everitt pass to 
Dalton Alder)
Team Stats   SM EPPJ
First downs    14   11
Penalties/Yds   8/58  7/42
Rushing/Yds 33/234 41/208
Passing  5/8/0 3/15/3
Passing Yds    72   16
Total Off   406  250
Interceptions by     3    0
Fumbles/lost   3/2  1/0
Individual Stats
Rushing (att/yards) — Jack 
Wemhoff 25/126, Paiton Hoefer 
8/32, Austin Good 6/35, Blake 
Henn 1/12, Cale Kinney 1/3. 
Cardinals: Aidan Hedstrom 
9/115.
Passing (att/comp/int — yds) — 
Paiton Hoefer 3/15/2 — 16, Jack 
Wemhoff 0/1/0 — 0. Cardinals: 
Aidan Hedstrom 3/8/0 — 72.
Receiving (rec/yds) — Jack 
Wemhoff 2/12, Cale Kinney 1/4. 
Cardinals: Isaac Everitt 2/31.
Tackles (solo/assist) — Jack 
Wemhoff 7/5, Gage Thiessen 
1/1, Paiton Hoefer 1/1, Blake 
Henn 2/4, Nick Anderson 4/8, 
Cale Kinney 2/6, Colton Wright 
1/2, Dylon Lueking 0/6, Sam 
Hemenway 1/7.
Tackles for loss — Jack Wemhoff 
1, Cale Kinney 1, Colton Wright 
1.
Fumble recoveries — Jack 
Wemhoff 1, Blake Henn 1.

LHNE sweepts Wolfpack in season opener Thursday night
Selting’s career at the helm 
of  the Wolfpack program and, 
one thing is for certain, there 
will be better days.

On this night, however, EPPJ 
didn’t have what it takes to 
compete against the Eagles.

In the first two sets, EPPJ 
was able to keep pace with the 
Eagles in the early going.

In Set #1, the Wolfpack took 
a seven to six lead on a ser-
vice point by senior Kaylee 
Ramold. 

That would be the last 
lead for EPPJ in the set. As 
the Eagles pulled away, the 
Wolfpack put together three 
consecutive points at the end 
of  the set, highlighted by a kill 
from senior Lexi Bode.

Two kills by Skyler Meis 
early in Set #2 helped knot the 
score at 10-all. 

The Wolfpack’s struggles 
with serve receive and passing 
cost them dearly the remain-
der of  the set as the Eagles 

outscored them 15 to 6 to take a 
two sets to none lead.

In Set #3, EPPJ fell behind 
nine to zero early. Then, be-
hind a kill by Sara Bode and 

strong serving 
from Bode and 
Ramold, the 
Wolfpack closed 
the lead to 13 to 
seven.

Kills from 
Lauren 
Buhrman, Av-
ery Koeppe and 
Hannah Fouts 
along with ace 
serves by Kend-
ra Petersen and 
Amber Bockel-

man sparked an eight-to-two 
run for a 21 to 9 lead.

In their best run of  the 
night, the Wolfpack put five 
points back-to-back near the 
end of  the set highlighted by 
two Lexi Bode kills.

EPPJ’s last 
point of  the 
night came on 
a kill by Sara 
Bode.

Rotation 
errors by the 
Wolfpack came 
at crucial times 
when EPPJ 
had a chance to 
seize momen-
tum.

Lexi Bode 
led Wolfpack 
hitters with seven kills on 32 
swings, Sara Bode had five 
kills on 23 swings. 

As a team, EPPJ had just 
17 kills on 83 swings with 22 
errors.

Senior Abby Hemenway had 
three solo blocks in the match.

Baylee Busteed, a sopho-
more, had 15 set assists in the 
match.

Next up for EPPJ (after Tues-
day night’s match against Bur-
well) will be the CWC triangu-
lar at Chambers on Sept. 2. 

The Wolfpack play Stuart at 
6 p.m. and CWC at 7 p.m. 

LHNE 3, EPPJ 0
Eagles…………………25  25  25
Wolfpack………………14  16  17
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Lexi Bode 
7/32/10, Baylee Busteed 0/3/0, 
Skyler Meis 3/8/2, Keyera Eisen-
hauer 1/12/3, Abby Hemenway 
0/1/0, Brenna Martinsen 1/4/0, 
Sara Bode 5/23/7. Team totals: 
17/83/22
Serving (A/SA) — Kaylee Ramold 
0/5, Lexi Bode 1/9, Baylee Bust-
eed 1/10, Skyler Meis 1/5, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 0/2, Brenna Martin-
sen 0/8, Sara Bode 0/5. Team to-
tals: 3/44
Blocks (BS/BA) — Lexi Blode 1/0, 
Baylee Busteed 0/1, Skyler Meis 
2/1, Abby Hemenway 3/0, Sara 
Bode 1/0. Team totals: 7/2
Digs (D/DE) — Kaylee Ramold 
1/1, Lexi Bode 9/1, Baylee Bust-
eed 11/4, Skyler Meis 8/5, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 1/3, Abby Hemenway 
1/0, Brenna Martinsen 10/3, Sara 
Bode 8/2. Team totals: 49/19
Sets (A/BHA/BHE) — Baylee 
Busteed 15/58/2, Skyler Meis 
1/2/0, Keyera Eisenhauer 1/9/0, 
Sara Bode 0/1/0. Team totals: 
17/70/2

Lexi
Bode

Jack Wemhoff (2) out-raced Cards’ defenders for a 44-yard touch-
down run. E-R photo/DMorgan

Kaylee Ramold reaches out to make a successful pass during third set action against LHNE. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Samuel Hemenway applied constant pressure on Cards’ quarterback Aidan Hedstrom. Hemenway fin-
ished with eight tackles. E-R photo/DMorgan
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ELGIN — The Wolfpack JV volleyball team opened the sea-
son with a victory Thursday night, defeating Lutheran High 
Northeast 25-17, 10-25 and 15-9.

The young Wolfpack dominated their opponent at times 
during the three-set contest.

Chloe Henn led EPPJ with six kills, Ellie Ruterbories had 
four. Kaitey Schumacher posted 13 set assists.

Maddie Kolm and Henn each had two ace serves.
Ruterbories, Kolm and Kate Furstenau tied for the team-

high in serve receive with seven.
Furstenau led the team in digs with 16, Kolm had 12 and 

Schumacher notched 10. Ruterbories and Schumacher each 
had solo blocks.
‘C’ team drops match

The Wolfpack ‘C’ team went three sets before losing to 
LHNE 22-25, 25-22 and 10-15.

Natalie Burenheide led hitters with six kills, Callie 
Heithoff  had four and Furstenau notched two.

Schumacher led setters with nine set assists, Furstenau 
had four. Jazmine McNally and Schumacher each had one 
ace serve.

Furstenau led in digs with 12, Schumacher had seven and 
Eliza Borer posted five. Olivia Klein, Borer and Schumacher 
tied for the team high in serve receive with six apiece.

JVs earn first victory;
‘C’ team falls to LHNE

By Dianne Gunderson and 
Barb Bode
Co-Librarians

Let Your Love of  Books Grow 
with these new additions to 
Elgin Public Library:   Forever 
My Own (Large Print) Ladies 
of  the Lake Book 2 by Tracie 
Peterson, Ali Cross:  Like 
Father, Like Son by James 
Patterson,  Class Act by Stuart 
Woods, Blind Tiger by Sandra 
Brown, Not a Happy Family:  A 
Novel by Shari Lapena, Black 
Ice:  A Thriller by Brad Thor, 
False Witness:  A Novel by 
Karin Slaughter, Vortex:  A FBI 
Thriller by Catherine Coulter, 
Say Goodbye by Karen Rose, 
Return to the Big Valley (Large 
Print) by Wanda E. Brunstetter,  
Chasing Shadows by Lynn 
Austin,  An Unlikely Match by 
Beth Wiseman, Fallen by Linda 
Castillo, Bloodless by Douglas 
Preston, The Noise by James 
Patterson,  Private Rogue by 
James Patterson,  A Picture of  
Love (The Amish Inn Novels) by 
Beth Wiseman, It’s Better This 
Way (Large Print) by Debbie 
Macomber  and Nine Lives: A 
Novel (Large Print) by Danielle 
Steel.

With Fall right around the 
corner, we will be starting 
Book Club in September.  They 
will be reading The Scent of  
Rain and Lightning by Nancy 
Pickard. If  you like to read and 
discuss books in a relaxing and 
informal setting with others 
who like to read, then join us 
for Book Club. 

Copies of  this month’s book 
will be arriving Sept. 10 and 
can be picked up at the library.  
Book Club will be held on Sept. 
29 at 4 p.m. 

Lego League will also start in 
September. Lego League will be 
held the third Monday of  each 
month with the first one being 
Sept. 20 from 4-5 p.m. 

Children in Kindergarten 
through fifth grade are wel-
come to attend.  

Library News

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, September 6: 
Labor Day.

Tuesday, September 7: 
Chef  salad (ham, cheese, 
lettuce, tomatoes, onions, 
egg, cucumbers), oranges, 
muffin, butter, milk.

Wednesday, September 
8: Fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, corn, pears, 
biscuits, butter, milk.

Thursday, September 9: 
Grilled sausage w/bun, 
peppers & onions, potato 
wedges, California medley, 
pineapple, milk.

Friday, September 
10: French dip w/bun, 
potato salad, green beans, 
watermelon, vanilla 
pudding, milk.

(Menus are provided by the 
Center are subject to change)

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus

It Pays To Advertise!
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Bartlett News

                 

Antelope Family 
Practice Clinics 

 

Roger  Rudloff, MD        Troy Dawson, MD      
Kelli Osborn. MD         Patricia Good, APRN          

Ashley Niewohner, APRN       Angela Sucha, PA-C  
      Amanda Wolff, APRN   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NELIGH CLINIC: 402.887.5440  

 

   M     9:00-1:00          Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Dawson/Good/Niewohner 
            1:30-5:00          Dr. Rudloff/Niewohner/Sucha 
   T      9:00-1:00       Dr. Rudloff/Good/Sucha/Niewohner 
            1:30-5:00         Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Dawson/Sucha/Wolff 
   W           9:00-1:00        Dr. Osborn/Good/Niewohner 
              1:30-5:00        Dr. Osborn/Good/Niewohner 
   Th            9:00-1:00       Dr. Osborn/Good/Sucha/Wolff 
              1:30-5:00        Dr. Dawson/Sucha/Wolff 
   F               9:00-1:00       Dr.      Dawson/Dr. Osborn/Wolff 
              1:30-5:00         Dr. Dawson/Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Osborn  
       Sa     9:30-12:30         Rotating schedule 

 
 

 

CLEARWATER CLINIC: 402.485.2277  
 

   M       9:30-12:30          Sucha 
   T         9:30-12:30       Dr. Dawson             2:00-5:00   Good 
          W       2:00-5:00            Dr. Rudloff      

     F                2:00-5:00            Sucha   
 

 

ELGIN CLINIC: 402.843.5444  
 

   M           2:00-5:00               Dr. Dawson        
   T           2:00-5:00             Niewohner 
     W            9:30-12:30         Dr. Rudloff 
  Th      2:00-5:00           Good 
   F        9:30-12:30            Niewohner              1:30-5:00    Niewohner 

 
 
 

ORCHARD CLINIC: 402.893.5155  
    M    2:00-5:00         Good 
   Th  9:30-12:30        Dr, Dawson 
     F            9:30-12:30        Sucha 
 

 
 
 

TILDEN CLINIC: 402.368-5520  
 

                      M       9:30-12:30            Dr. Osborn  

              1:30-5:00         Dr. Osborn  
    T              9:30-12:30       Wolff 
        W    9:30-12:30       Wolff                      1:30-5:00   Wolff  
   Th                  2:00-5:00         Dr. Osborn  
                        F                             9:30-12:30       Dr. Rudloff               2:00-5:00                 Wolff 

 
 
 
 

Call any clinic when open or 402.887.5440 • M-F: 8am-5pm 
 
 

For listings on-line, go to: amhne.org  

 

 

Neligh Early Clinic: M-F • 7:30-9 am • Appt. Requested 

to manufacture EVs.  The 
President’s EV goal would not 
only make America reliant 
on our nation’s biggest global 
competitor, but it would also 
be economically devastating 
to ethanol- and oil-producing 
states, driving away invest-
ment in innovative technology 
such as carbon sequestration.

Instead of  looking over-
seas for energy, the President 
should focus on growing bio-
fuels production right here in 
the Heartland.  Ethanol saves 
drivers money at the pump 
and cleans up the environment 
without sacrificing perfor-
mance.  Nebraska has been on 
the forefront of  demonstrating 
the efficiency of  high-blend 
ethanol fuels.  In March 2021, 
the State announced results of  
a research program to study 
the use of  E30 in conventional 
vehicles.  The results of  the 
study clearly showed that E30 
is safe and reliable to use in 
them.  Given its proven effec-
tiveness, there’s every incen-
tive to increase the volume of  
E30 in our nation’s fuel supply.

Ethanol has long helped 
reduce emissions, and carbon 
sequestration technology can 
help the fuel deliver a lower 
carbon footprint.  By captur-
ing carbon dioxide at ethanol 
plants that produce cleaner-
burning fuels such as E15 
and E30, regular vehicles can 
achieve well-to-wheel emis-
sions that are competitive—
if  not cleaner—than those 
involved to manufacture and 
charge electric vehicles.  This 
session, I signed LB 650 into 
law to establish the legal and 
regulatory framework for the 
geologic storage of  carbon 
dioxide in Nebraska.  Follow-
ing passage of  the law, Bat-
telle and Catahoula Resources 
announced a partnership to 
sequester carbon dioxide in 
Nebraska. 

From Page Four
Ricketts

By Sherry Tetschner
Ellis Schrunk celebrated 

his 90th birthday Sunday, 
August 22, 2021 at the Com-

Ellis Schrunk’s children and their spouses helped him celebrate his 90th birthday August 22 at the Elgin 
Community Center in Elgin. Attending were (back row, l-r): Glenn and Sherry Tetschner, Russ and Janet 
Hale and Janna and Steven Schrunk. Front row: Ellis and Lois Schrunk. Photos submitted

The 90th birthday open house honoring Ellis Schrunk was well at-
tended by friends and family.

munity Center in Elgin. The 
open house was held from 1-4 
p.m.  The party was hosted by 
Ellis’s children and spouses: 

Janet and Russ Hale, Steven 
and Janna Schrunk and Glenn 
and Sherry Tetschner. Serv-
ing cake and ice cream was 

Meghan Hester and event 
photographer was Mercie-lynn  
Schrunk  The cakes were made 
and decorated by Deb Slevin of  
Spalding. 

From 1 p.m. till  just after 4 
p.m. a steady stream of  friends 
and family greeted my father 
with birthday greetings and 
good conversation. Those at-
tending also  enjoyed cake, ice 
ream, mixed nuts, mints and 
lemonade, ice tea and coffee.

Ellis was very pleased that so 
many friends and family came 
to help him celebrate.  He has 
also enjoyed getting birthday 
cards in the mail.  The count as 
of  Sunday was 132 cards. 

Thank you God for the much 
needed rain.  It has given many 
discouraged folks hope.  

Thursday evening I was trav-
eling east out of  Burwell as it 
had started to rain. A beauti-
ful rainbow was over the road 
for 12 miles, then faded away. 
I got back to Bartlett and saw 
a beautiful rainbow again. It’s 
been a long time since we’ve 
had a good rain or seen rain-
bows. What a blessing!

It is not uncommon for stray 
cats to show up at our house 
from time to time looking for 
a little food and a place to call 
home. Over the years, we have 

adopted 
several 
outdoor 
cats that 
have 
come 
our way. 
Although 
I 
consider 
myself  
more of  
a dog 
person, 
I don’t 
mind 
caring 
for a 
cat or 
claiming 
a stray as 
our own 

as long as it remains outdoors.  
Recently a skinny and 

straggly, long-haired feline 
showed up outside our 
home. This was not the most 
attractive cat I had ever seen, 
and it appeared like it was in 
desperate need of  food, so I did 
what I always do and took it 
a bowl of  food and began the 
ritual of  getting acquainted.  

An empty nest & a grumpy cat
 Our first meeting didn’t last 

long, as I was immediately 
met with a big ol’ hiss, and off  
she ran. It wasn’t until hours 
later I caught her eating from 
that bowl of  food. This pattern 
continued, and the kids 
and I affectionately named 
her Grumpy Cat due to her 
constant hissing and attempts 
to bite the hand that was 
feeding her, literally.  

I can honestly say Grumpy 
Cat was not my favorite cat 
to show up at our doorstep, 
and it wasn’t until I returned 
home from taking my daughter 
to college that I began to 
understand and appreciate her.  

On college moving day, 
Grumpy Cat did what she 
does best, greeting us with 
a big ol’ hiss every time we 
stepped out our front door to 
take a load to the car. Proving 
she had claimed territory, she 
no longer ran each time we 
approached her. Instead, she 
just hissed and let us know she 
was there. I think it was her 
way of  reminding us we better 
not get too close. We respected 
her wishes, and off  we went 
heading for Lincoln.  

We spent a couple of  
days in Lincoln getting our 
daughter settled into her new 
digs. During our stay, I took 

every opportunity possible to 
share some personal advice I 
learned from my own college 
experiences, which included 
all the do’s and don’ts I could 
think of.  As we walked around 
campus and drove through the 
streets of  Lincoln, I wanted to 
let out a big hiss every time I 
saw something that I felt could 
pose a danger or harm to our 
daughter. However,  deep down, 
I knew it was time, and she was 
ready to begin a new chapter in 
her life, and my role in her life 
was changing.  

I would no longer be there 
to protect her. After years of  
mothering filled with hours 
of  grocery shopping,  endless 
loads of  laundry, school 
activities, and chauffeuring 
from event to event, she no 
longer needed me for those 
tasks. She was ready to 
experience life, and I felt so 
proud of  the strong young girl 
we had raised. 

With a few tears and several 
hugs, we said our goodbyes. 
It was a long drive home with 
very few words spoken. My 
mind kept drifting back to 
various memories of  our life.  
I knew it was going to take 
a little time to adjust to the 
changes in our life.   Upon 
arriving home, my husband 
and I were greeted by the now 
very familiar sound of  a big ol’ 
hiss from Grumpy Cat as we 
approached the house to enter 
our suddenly quiet home.  

The following morning while 
sitting at the kitchen table, my 
eyes shifted towards outside my 
kitchen window due to some 
brief  form of  movement.  As 
I stood up to get a closer look, 
I saw three beautiful black 
kittens playing on my outdoor 
furniture, and Grumpy Cat was 
below watching every move 
they made. My guess is they 
had been hiding behind the big 
outdoor couch for quite some 
time.  

At that moment, it all made 
sense. She never deserved 
the title Grumpy Cat. A more 
fitting name might have been 
Momma Cat as she was just 
doing everything she could, for 
as long as she could,  to protect 
her babies until she knew it 
would be time and they were 
ready to go off  on their own.   
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From Page Seven
Library

Order — Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District
UPPER ELKHORN NATURAL 

RESOURCES DISTRICT
ORDER

Rule Amendments
FINDINGS 

1. Nebraska Revised Stat-
utes § 46-701 et seq., provides 
the authority for the adoption and 
amendment of rules and regu-
lations for the management of 
groundwater.

2. Notice of the August 
23, 2021 Public Hearing on the 

proposed rule and regulation 
amendments was published in 
accordance with state law in the 
following newspapers in general 
circulation in the Upper Elkhorn 
NRD (“UENRD”): (a) Holt Coun-
ty Independent, (b) Atkinson 
Graphic, (c) Antelope County 
News, (d) Rock County Leader, 
and (e) Elgin Review.

3. Notice of the Public 
Hearing of the proposed rule 
and regulation amendments was 

posted on the UENRD website 
at www.uenrd.org. Copies of the 
proposed rules and regulation 
amendments were also made 
available from the UENRD office 
in O’Neill, Nebraska at the time 
of publication of the newspaper 
notices identified above.

4. The Public Hearing was 
held on August 23, 2021 in ac-
cordance with state law and as 
noticed. All persons present at 
the Public Hearing were afforded 
an opportunity to provide oral or 
written testimony regarding the 
proposed rule and regulation 
amendments.

5. Written testimony re-
ceived at the UENRD office by 
4:30p.m. on August 20, 2021 
was submitted to the record of 
the Public Hearing. The record 
of the Public Hearing was held 
open for the receipt of written 

testimony until the close of the 
Public Hearing. Copies of all writ-
ten testimony, personally pro-
vided at the Public Hearing or 
mailed, were made available to 
the UENRD Board of Directors 
for their consideration.

6. Testimony presented at 
the Public Hearing, whether writ-
ten or oral, is part of the Public 
Hearing record on file with the 
UENRD office in O’Neill, Nebras-
ka.

7. The UENRD Board of 
Directors considered all testi-
mony and, in open session, at its 
regular Board of Directors meet-
ing on August 23, 2021, voted to 
approve the proposed rule and 
regulation amendments.

8. The changes to the 
Rules & Regulations are as fol-
lows:

9. The proposed amend-

ments apply to the overall Rules 
& Regulations.

The proposed amendments 
authorize a general restructuring 
of the number identification sys-
tem of the Rules & Regulations.

Rule 2: The proposed amend-
ments authorize updated en-
forcement rules and regulations 
to better conform to state stat-
ues.

Rule 4.6.9 The proposed 
amendments require the ap-
plicant for well permits to be in 
compliance with Upper Elkhorn 
NRD Rules and Regulations be-
fore approval.

Rule 4.10 The proposed 
amendments require flowmeters 
to be installed within one year af-
ter the date of approval to com-
plete the well.

Rule 10.1.3.4 The proposed 
amendments require flowmeters 

to be installed and maintained 
indefinitely.

Rule 12.1.6 The proposed 
amendments require a flowme-
ter be installed on the legal de-
scription certified irrigated acres 
are transferred onto by October 
1st.

Rule 12.1.8.8 The proposed 
amendments require the 
applicant(s)/landowner(s) trans-
ferring certified irrigated acres 
to be in compliance with Upper 
Elkhorn NRD Rules and Regula-
tions before approval.

Rule 12.1.14.3 & Rule 13.5.2.3 
The proposed amendments au-
thorize a flat fee for expansion 
and transfer applications of 
$50.00 with additional fees for 
qualifying applications. 

Rule 12.1.14.5 & Rule 13.5.2.5 
The proposed amendments au-
thorize in circumstances where 
property changes ownership 
expansion and transfer applica-
tions to be transferable from one 
landowner to another for the life 
of the expansion or transfer con-
tract.

Rule 13.5.2.6 The proposed 
amendments authorize the Up-
per Elkhorn NRD to require the 
landowner to fulfill their expan-
sion contract for a minimum of 5 
years. 

BY THE AUTHORITY VEST-
ED IN THE UPPER ELKHORN 
NATURAL RESOURCES DIS-
TRICT BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS BY NEBRASKA LAW, IT 
IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. The rule and regulation 
amendments adopted by the 
UENRD Board of Directors on 
August 23, 2021, attached here-
to and fully incorporated herein, 
are adopted and shall become 
effective October 1, 2021.

Signed by UENRD Board 
Chairman Michael Moser and 
General Manager Dennis 
Schueth on August 23, 2021.
PUBLISH: September 1, 8 & 15, 
2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin 
City Council

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

August 23, 2021
The Elgin City Council met 

in special session on Monday, 
August 23, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the 
meeting to order, and announced 
the location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, 
Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda item was 
approved:

• Library addition bid of 
$35,250.00 from Beckman 
Lumber 

The following items were 
discussed:

• Changes to dog ordinances 
• Potentially dangerous dog
• Areas to review with Nebraska 

Department of  Transportation 
from work done last summer

• Billing for mowing work
• Tree blocking visibility at 505 

South 2nd Street
• Maintenance help
Next regular meeting will be 

held on Thursday, September 9, 
2021.

Special Meeting adjourned at 
7:37 p.m. 

Mayor MIKE SCHMITT
City Clerk KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
PUBLISH: September 1, 2021
ZNEZ

The Elgin Public Library 
Board will meet on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28 at 5 p.m. at the library.  
Tammi Thiem, director of  
The Three Rivers Library 
System will be presenting 
new updates on the role of  the 
Library Board. An agenda for 
the meeting will be posted at 
the library. To keep up with 
everything at the library visit 
us on our website at http://
libraries.ne.gov/elgin or on 
Facebook.  Our regular hours 
are Monday 4-7 p.m., Tuesday 
1-5 p.m., Wednesday 1-7 p.m., 
Thursday 1-5 p.m. and Friday 
9 - 12 p.m.  We will be closed on 
Labor Day, Sept. 6.
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LABOR DAY
Our branches will be closed
in observation of Labor Day

Members of the Elgin FFA at-
tended the Farmers Pride Field 
Day held last week near Battle 
Creek. Those attending were 
(front row, l-r): Kellan Hoefer, 
Baylee Busteed, Taylynne Charf, 
Keyera Eisenhauer, Brenna Mar-
tinsen and Sharon Bartak. Mid-
dle row: Carter Beckman, Taylor 
Beckman, Austin Good, Samuel 
Hemenway, Myles Kittelson and 
Collin Lindgren. Back row: Nick 
Anderson, Blake Henn, David 
Durre, Cale Kinney, Gage Thies-
sen, Paiton Hoefer and Dylon 
Parks. Photo submitted

Elgin FFA members attend field day
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The draft Middle Northeast Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan (CWPP) for Antelope, Boone, Colfax, Madison, Pierce, 
Platte, Stanton, and Wayne Counties is ready for public review. 
Draft copies of  the document have been mailed to county offices 
and are available to the public online at https://nfs.unl.edu/
documents/CWPP/MNECWPP.pdf. 

Comments will be accepted until September 30, 2021.
This plan is intended to enhance collaboration and communi-

cation among the various agencies and organizations who man-
age fire in the middle northeast region of  Nebraska, and to help 
them effectively prepare for and respond to wildfire.

Landowners in counties that adopt the plan will be eligible to 
apply for federal and state cost-share funds for vegetative fuels 
reduction and other hazard mitigation efforts in at-risk areas 
within the CWPP boundary. 

The plan may also provide increased opportunities for coun-
ties, municipalities, and rural fire districts to seek grant fund-
ing for activities related to fire protection.

The plan, part of  a statewide network of  Community Wild-
fire Protection Plans, provides information useful to both local 
emergency responders and those from outside the area who 
provide mutual aid. 

The CWPP consolidates and relays critical information needed 
for responders in unfamiliar terrain. 

Comments will be accepted via email to sbenson4@unl.edu.
They may also be sent via US Postal Service to the Nebraska 

Forest Service, Attn: Sandy Benson, PO Box 830815, Lincoln, NE 
68583-0815.

Public comments sought for
Community Wildfire Plan


