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The high temperature last 
week was 87 degrees recorded 
on August 22. The low was 54 
degrees on August 20. 

Altogether, 0.51 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Aug 16 86 63   
Aug 17 86 66  
Aug 18 84 67  
Aug 19 85 67  0.49  
Aug 20 78 54  0.02  
Aug 21 74 57  
Aug 22 87 70    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.51
Total for August ............. .. 0.57
Total for 2021 ................. ..15.58

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Notice of  Public Hearings 
(3) — Antelope County

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 
Could mentoring be in your future?

For more information, contact Elgin Public School at 402-843-2455

Attention blood donors! 
The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
will be in Elgin today, August 
25. To be held at the Elgin 
Knights of  Columbus Hall, 
bloodmobile hours will be 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Red Cross
Bloodmobile is
in Elgin today
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Wolfpack sports fans who 
enjoy tailgating will have 
the opportunity to do so next 
month.

The Elgin Chapter of  
Teammates announced last 
week they will be holding 
a tailgate fundraiser on 
Friday evening, Sept. 24. Pork 
burgers along with chips 
will be served at Elgin Field 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. when 
the EPPJ vs. Central Valley 
football game will kickoff.

There will be more 
information about this event 
in the coming weeks.

Elgin Teammates
chapter to host
‘tailgate’ event

Mark your calendars 
for Sunday, Sept. 12, as it 
promises to be a big day here 
in Elgin.

The 9th annual Elgin Show 
& Shine featuring cars, 
pickups and bikes will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Elgin 
City Park. 

It is being sponsored by 
the Elgin Community Club, 
Antelope Memorial Hospital, 
Neligh Auto Parts and DJ 
Lawn Care.

Elsewhere in the park, 
organizers are expecting 
more than 30 vendors to take 
part in the fourth annual 
“Treasures in the Park.” 
Hosted by Elgin’s Young N 
Lively club, it will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be a lunch stand 
on the premises.

‘Treasures,’ car 
show to be at
Elgin City Park

Amendments to be made to dog ordinance
By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

The Elgin City Council took a big step 
forward on the issue of  dogs kept inside 
the city limits.

Meeting Monday night, three weeks 
after concerns were expressed by 
approximately 20 persons at the regular 
monthly meeting, the council instructed 
City Attorney Luke Henderson to draw 
up amendments to the dog ordinance on 
the books.

The main focus of  the council’s 
discussion was (1) dogs running at large; 
and (2) dogs deemed ‘dangerous.’

Regarding dogs running at large, 
Sheriff  Bob Moore said, when possible, 
he or a deputy will respond. “If  we’re 
available, we’ll try to get here,” he said. 
“But, if  we don’t see it, we need someone 
to testify … to fill out a form or no 
charges (will happen).”

One change to be made is that, 
instead of  contacting the sheriff ’s 
department, the necessary form can be 
filled out at City Hall.

The biggest change will be an 
increase in fines for dogs running at 
large. The ordinance will be changed 
to $50 for a first offense, $100 for 
second offense and increasing for each 
additional offense ($250 to $500) over a 
two-year period.

“After the first time (fine), you would 
think they would learn,” Mayor Mike 
Schmitt said.

Henderson said the council can set 
fines, but the judge has the discretion 
to do as he/she wants to.

The topic then changed to prohibited 
dogs. The current ordinance prohibits 
certain breeds of  dogs. However, 
there appears to be a shift away 
from prohibiting breeds to taking a 

tougher stance on dogs deemed to be 
‘dangerous.’

“It’s all up to the people in town who 
own dogs,” Moore said. “It has to be 
reported, pictures, a written report 
… Word of  mouth is no good (when it 
comes to prosecution).”

Here in Elgin, some of  the dogs 
which were on the prohibited list are 
being used as support dogs/ADA. 

Moore said his grandson was bit by 
a dog which was not on the prohibited 
list. “Any dog can bite,” he said. 

After more discussion, it was decided 
to amend the ordinance to do away 
with prohibited dogs and focus more 
on dogs deemed dangerous.

He added that in order to get a 
successful prosecution, “you have to 
witness it and be willing to testify to 
the judge.”

Tracy Stamp suggested placing 

the reporting form online so it can be 
printed out and later dropped off  at city 
hall.

“Hopefully, this (the amendments) 
takes care of  the problem,” Schmitt said. 
Moments later, Moore said the problem 
with dogs never truly goes away. “It’s 
always going to be out there,” he said.

Saying big dogs need to have a place 
to run, Elgin resident Janet Koinzan 
asked the council to consider creating 
a dog run for that very purpose. Not 
necessarily opposing the idea, Schmitt 
said the city is limited on space.

The council will review the proposed 
amendments when they hold their 
regular September meeting on Thursday, 
Sept. 9.

In other action,
Working together — Moore and 

See NUMBERS, Page Three

See DOGS, Page 12

Figures released by 
Antelope County Assessor 
Kelly Mueller-Oltjenbruns 
show a rise in valuation for 
the county. 

Antelope County’s 
valuation was set at 
$2,458,981305. The figure 
is up from one year ago 
when the valuation was 
$2,425,177,064. The new 
valuation figure is still 
below the county’s valuation 
of  $2,483,485,076 two years 
ago.

Here in Elgin, the 
new valuation was set 
at $44,427,232. That’s up 
from one year ago when 
the valuation was set 
at $43,654,588, up from 
$40,081,382 two years ago. 
The valuation has increased 
repeatedly the last few 
years. 
School District #18 figures

The Elgin Review 
collected 2021 valuation 
figures for School District 
#18 which is composed of  
land in Antelope, Boone 
and Wheeler Counties. The 
numbers break down as 
follows:

Antelope County — The 
2021 valuation figure was set 
at $637,343,277, up nearly $14 
million from one year ago 
when the 2020 valuation was 
set at $623,391,001. In 2019, 
the district’s valuation was 
set at $632,666,729.

Boone County — 
According to the Boone 
County Assessor’s office, 
the 2021 valuation was set 
at $44,948,909. The figure is 
down by more than $500,000 
from the 2020 valuation set 
at $45,568,353. Two years 
ago, the school district’s 
valuation was $48,458,863. 

Wheeler County — The 
2021 valuation was set 
at $22,641,461, up from 
$19,927,185 last year, and 
up considerably from two 
years ago when it was set at 
$19,084,593. 

The school district’s 
2021 valuation, when 
adding figures from the 
three counties, comes in at 
$704,933,647. That number is 
up $16,047,108 from last year 
when the total valuation 
was set at $688,886,539. Two 
years ago, the combined 
school district’s valuation 
was just over $700.2 million.

Elgin Public School 
Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus said the rise in 
valuations was in contrast 
to discussions with other 
school administrators 
earlier in the month 
in which they believed 
valuations could drop 
slightly. Even with the 
increase in valuation for the 

EPS valuation
exceeds $704M

WE NEED MENTORS!
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Shop at home to support 
our merchants!

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, August 30: 
Spaghetti w/meatballs, 
green beans, peaches, lettuce 
salad, garlic bread, butter, 
butterscotch pudding, milk.

Tuesday, August 31: 
Taco salad (meat, cheese, 
tomatoes, onions, black 
beans, lettuce) pineapple, 
bread pudding, butter, milk.

Wednesday, September 1: 
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
corn, peaches, biscuits, 
butter, milk.

Thursday, September 2: 
Grilled sausage w/bun, 
peppers & onions, potato 
wedges, California medley, 
pineapple, milk.

Friday, September 3: Swiss 
mushroom burger w/bun, 
scalloped potatoes, mixed 
veggies, mixed fruit, milk.

(Menus are provided by the 
Center are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. 
and ends around 12:15. p.m. 

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus

Jennifer Bush and Brad 
Thieman and their families 
are happy to announce an 
engagement and upcoming 
wedding on Saturday, Sept. 
4, 2021 on a farm near 
Petersburg. 

Jennifer is the daughter of  
Dwight Bush and Esther Bush 
of  Elgin. She graduated from 
Elgin Public Schools and is 
a 2012 graduate of  Northeast 
Community College with 
Associates Degree in Nursing. 
She currently works as a RN 
Case Manager for AseraCare 
Hospice-O’Neill. 

Brad is the son of  Tony and 
Carol Thieman of  Petersburg. 
He graduated from Petersburg 
High School. Brad currently 
works at the CVA feed mill in 
Elgin.

Engagement

Brad Thieman and 
Jennifer Bush

Bush, Thieman to 
marry in September

The Wheeler County 
Blood Drive will be held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, in the 
Wheeler County 4-H Building 
in Bartlett. The drive will run 
from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

For an appointment, please 
contact Julie Dwyer at 402-
843-0151. You may also go to 
RedCrossBlood.org to schedule 
an appointment.

Bloodmobile in
to Bartlett on
September 1

SPORTS
MEDICINE

SHOULDER,
HIP & KNEE

HAND, WRIST
& ELBOW

FOOT
& ANKLE

ORTHOPEDICS
2701 W. Norfolk Ave., Norfolk  |  (402) 844-8158

Also serving Albion, Atkinson, Columbus,
Genoa, Lynch, & Neligh communities.

frpsclinics.org

REPLACEMENT
KNEE

WHEN I NEEDED A

I HAD FAITH
–Deb

REPLACEMENT

WHEN I NEEDED A

I HAD

DEB HAD BEEN DEALING WITH 
PAIN IN HER KNEE FOR AWHILE.

She met with Dr. Michael Woodbury 
and felt confident in him and 

appreciated how well he explained 
everything. She was home within
12 hours of her surgery and after 

working with Faith Regional 
Physical Therapy, she’s back to 

chasing her grandkids and doing 
what she loves!

Deb would highly
recommend Faith Regional.
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Sixty Years Ago
August 17, 1961

Tuesday night was a bad one 
for softball players, three of  
them suffered minor injuries 
during softball league games. 
Elgin shortstop George 
Busteed suffered a concussion 
when he collided with his own 
centerfielder, John Stuhr, who 
got a bad cut across his face. 
At Boone County hospital, 
Stuhr got six stitches close to 
the wound and Busteed was 
also treated. Don Skillstad, a 
player for Miller-4x4, sprained 
an ankle sliding into base, and 
won’t  be able to play for his 
team during tournament.

Richard Kalvelage was the 
fortunate winner of  the 4-door 
Cadillac in a nationwide 
contest by the Siegler Heater 
Corp. Two such cars were 
awarded to retail sales 
personnel of  independent 
dealers in the nation. 

St. Boniface parishioners 
have been busy this week 
replacing the sidewalk north 
of  the church. The new walk 
is five feet wide and around 
400 feet long. A new walk has 

Looking Back
been built from the east side of  
the St. Boniface school to the 
church. 
Fifty Years Ago
August 19, 1971 

Koinzan’s airport was 
jammed with cars and spec-
tators to watch the Lincoln 
Sport Parachute Club perform 
along with Chuck Carothers 
and his Pitts Special “Big Red.”   
Three parachutists performed 
in two events with the first 
making a precise landing 
and the second two following 
lengthy free falls before 
opening their chutes. 

Despite early spring and 
summer rainfall, the past 30 
days of  drought continues to 
cut what might have been a 
bumper crop of  corn, soybeans 
and milo.  Our last sizable rain 
fell here July 17, with but  .30 
of  an inch being received on 
August 5. Corn is being hurt, 
but seems to be standing the 
dry weather quite well on 
dryland farms, while milo in 
some places is already hurt 
badly for lack of  moisture.  
Thirty Years Ago
August 21, 1991

Doug and Deb Jones have 
joined the faculty at Elgin 
Public Schools this year. Both 
are natives of  Chadron and  
graduates of  Chadron State. 

Lee Koinzan of  Elgin 
received the Outstanding 
Workmanship Award for 
a Plan-Built Aircraft with 
his Osprey airplane at the 
Experimaental Aircraft 
Association’s annual fly-in 
convention and air show in 
Oshkosh, WI, during the first 
week of  August. His airplane 
received the top workmanship 
award in competition with 
several hundred other aircraft. 

Koinzan spent a number of  
years building the airplane, 
which was completed in 1989. 
He flew it to Oshkosh for the 
first time this year. 
Twenty Years Ago
August 22, 2001

During a July trip to the 
United Kingdom, President W. 
Bush over the reenlistments 
of  a Navy couple based in 
London, Petty Officer Second 
Class Andrew Janning and his 
wife, Petty Officer Third Class 
Anna Maria Janning. Andrew 
is the son of  Ron and Marci 
Janning of  Kansas City, MO, 
Ron Janning is an Elgin native. 

Shop at home to
support our merchants!

Decades ago, we were (albeit wrongly) sold the idea that eat-
ing a low-fat diet would somehow make us healthier, thinner, 
and thereby happier.

Has it worked? Has any of  this happened?
Unfortunately not.
All of  this was done in an effort by the sugar industry when 

studies came out in the 1970s that placed sugar in a not-so-good 
light. The sugar industry knew that if  this information made it 
to the public, they would lose a ton of  profits. So, they decided 
to cleverly demonize fat instead, allowing dietary fat to become 
the scapegoat for all the ramifications caused by excess sugar 
in our diets.

Thus began the low-fat era. Skim milk, fat-free cookies, 
low-fat labeling on every product. But in 
order to keep food tasting decently well 
after the fat was removed, something 
had to be added. And that something 
happened to be sugar and/or artificial 
sweeteners.

Our health has greatly suffered from 
this dogma that is held so near and dear 
to the hearts of  those in conventional 
nutrition. When we follow a low-fat ap-
proach, using fat-free products and fear-
ing foods high in natural fats, we start 
to develop issues with our cells, neuro-
logical health, insulin levels, hormones, 
and nutrient stores, among many other 
issues.
Cell Health

Our cells are what make up every 
aspect of  our bodies. Cells form tis-
sues, which form organs, which in turn 
create organ systems that make up an 
organism (the human body). If  our cells 
aren’t getting enough healthy fat, the cell 

membrane suffers, as it is primarily made up of  lipids. The cell 
membrane, in its optimal state, allows certain substances to 
pass through the membrane while keeping other harmful sub-
stances out. Fat is also utilized in the process of  creating ATP, 
which is energy for our cells.
Neurological Health

Our brains need fat to function. Therefore, if  we are not eat-
ing enough dietary fat and cholesterol, our mental and neuro-
logical health will suffer. Why do you think we’ve also seen an 
increase in depression, anxiety, and ADHD over the past sev-
eral decades as our consumption of  healthy fat has dropped? 
They are obviously both interconnected.
Insulin Levels

If  our dietary fat intake is low, that generally means our car-

bohydrate intake is higher as a result. Plus, if  we are actively 
avoiding fat, those carbohydrates are often in the form of  re-
fined, processed carbs from grains (think cereal, granola bars, 
crackers, etc). These foods are not healthy, and do not help keep 
our blood sugar stable. When our blood sugar is constantly 
rising and falling at sharp intervals, our insulin levels have to 
work in overdrive. Or, if  we are eating a lot of  processed foods 
with artificial sweeteners, that can also impact our insulin 
levels and create a state of  insulin resistance. Eating fat keeps 
us satiated longer, keeping our blood sugar stable throughout 
the day.
Hormones

Our hormones need fat and cholesterol to function properly. 
In fact, cholesterol is the precursor to numerous hormones in 
the body. If  we are avoiding fat, we are setting ourselves up for 
a host of  hormonal issues, including infertility, thyroid issues, 
or adrenal imbalances. Our hormones govern our health and 
life; it makes sense that if  our hormonal pathways are skewed, 
the rest of  our health should follow suit.
Nutrient Stores

Vitamins A, D, K, and E are all fat soluble, meaning they need 
the presence of  fat to be absorbed. If  we are avoiding dietary 
fat, our nutrient status of  these critical vitamins will suffer. 
Plus, eating healthy fat with our meals increases nutrient ab-
sorption from a myriad of  other nutrients found in vegetables. 

Of  course, there are certain sources of  fat that are healthier 
than others. In general I recommend eating these healthy 
sources of  dietary fat:

• Butter, ghee
• Coconut products – coconut oil, milk, flakes, or butter (all 

unsweetened) 
• Avocados, avocado oil 
• Olives, olive oil 
• Almonds, pistachios, walnuts, pecans, macadamias, and 

other nuts (raw or dry roasted, NOT roasted in vegetable oils) 
• Pumpkin, sesame, chia, flax, sunflower, and other seeds 

(raw or dry roasted, NOT roasted in vegetable oils) 
• Full fat dairy (plain, full fat yogurt; cheese; whole milk; 

heavy cream; half  and half) 
Plus, it is critical to AVOID these toxic fats:
• Vegetable oils (canola, cottonseed, safflower, etc) 
• Partially hydrogenated oils 
• Margarine 
• Fake butter spreads or yogurt butter spreads 
• Shortening
Including these sources of  fat throughout your day and espe-

cially paired with carbohydrates like sweet potatoes with meals 
helps keep your health on track by balancing all of  the areas 
mentioned above (and more!). Remember – healthy fat doesn’t 
make you fat; it makes you healthy!

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

The dangers of eating a low fat diet

North Central District Health Department recently partnered 
with the Nebraska State Patrol to conduct tobacco compliance 
checks in Antelope County. 

These checks aim to ensure retailers are properly checking 
I.D.’s and only selling to those who are 21 or older. 

Antelope County’s compliance rate was 85 percent with 13 
retailers checked. 

Dean’s Market, Elgin One Stop, The Home Town Station, Lucky 
Joes Liquor Store, Buff ’s Dew Drop Inn, Casey’s #2378, Thrift 
Way Market, Imperial II, Antelope Country Club, Sly’s Chill & 
Grill, Dusty’s, Summerland Golf  Club, and Plainview Country 
Club all passed the check. 

Cubby’s and Clearwater Market were checked and failed to 
deny alcohol sale to a minor. 

All but two county businesses in complaince with alchohol checks
Retailers were also checked in compliance checks for tobacco. 

These checks aim to ensure retailers are properly checking I.D.’s 
and only selling to those who are 21 or older. Antelope County’s 
compliance rate was 100 percent with 13 retailers checked.  
HiWay Mart, Dean’s Market, Elgin One Stop, The Home Town 
Station, Casey’s #2378, Cubby’s, Dollar General, Mr. S’s, Dusty’s, 
The Den, TJ’s Market, Royals Last Chance Bar, Royal One Stop 
all passed the check. 

The compliance checks were funded by Drug Free Communi-
ties Grant under grant NH28CE002996 from the Office of  Nation-
al Drug Control Policy and Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Service Administration, U.S. Department of  Health and Human 
Services.

school district, he said the tax levy could be as much as 37 cents 
as the district prepares to adapt to changes in state law which will 
cap school growth (budgets) to no more than 2.5 percent.

“The bite (tax asking) won’t be as bad as it might have been,” 
Brockhaus said. He said if  the school’s tax levy comes in at 36 
cents, he hopes people understand it’s still one of  the lowest tax 
askings in the state. 

Done every August, the valuations are used to help with the 
process by which tax levies are determined for tax subdivisions. 
Valuations for a number of  subdivisions in Antelope County can 
be found on Page Eight.

From Page One
Numbers
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

A strategic
failure

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

Parental responsibility.
Anybody out there old enough to remember that? 

Perhaps you grew up with it or had the opportu-
nity to exhibit it to your children. That’s where 
we learned a lot of  basic life skills, the things they 
didn’t have to teach us in school because, let’s face 
it, times were different then.

Well, pardon me while I walk out on a limb here 
and suggest that a couple hot-button items cur-

rently agitating Nebraskans 
are probably better left to be 
taught at home. Let’s take 
a practical look at health 
education standards and 
critical race theory. Do ei-
ther one of  them need to be 
a formal part of  the public-
school curriculum?

Traditionally, sex educa-
tion was a part of  “the talk” 
that we kids had with either 
mom or dad. Period. Don’t 
call me naïve, I raised two 
boy children who are now 
in their 30s. A large part 
of  “the talk” that my wife 
and I had with the boys was 
about respect for our bodies 
and those of  members of  
the opposite sex. 

Granted, they weren’t 
bombarded with X-rated 

movies, foul language and sex scenes on TV and in 
social media (which didn’t exist) like kids are to-
day. But I contend that’s where parental responsi-
bility can make a huge difference, especially today.  

The second draft of  the state’s health education 
standards were discussed by the more than 100 
people who showed up at a marathon Nebraska 
Board of  Education meeting recently. While much 
of  the controversial sex education references from 
the first draft were stripped from this version, 
some complained it still goes too far and deprives 
parents of  their fundamental rights.

What, exactly, are those fundamental rights? 
Parental responsibility and the right to teach this 
controversial topic at home based on your own val-
ues and mores developed by years of  experience, 
education and understanding. 

Sounds fair enough. It appears that the divided 
Board will be creating a third draft. Some want 
a third attempt; others want to reestablish trust 
with the public.

There’s the more politically charged Critical 
Race Theory, which, as I understand it, is a frame-
work for examining the effects race and racism 
have on institutions, both historically and today. 
Ever since the death of  George Floyd at the hands 
of  a Minneapolis police officer, it has become the 
flashpoint in the culture wars. Several state leg-
islatures have enacted measures prohibiting the 
teaching of  the theory. 

An attempt by a University of  Nebraska Regent 
to ban it from being taught on campus was recent-
ly defeated. Despite support from the Governor 
and three other statewide office holders and 22 
members of  the Legislature, opposition from stu-
dents, faculty and administrators stopped the ban. 
The theory is taught mainly in law school classes.

Critical race theory was developed by scholars 
during the 1970s and 1980s in response to what 
they viewed as a lack of  racial progress following 
civil rights legislation of  the 1960s. It centers on 
the idea that racism is systemic in the nation’s 
institutions and that they function to maintain the 
dominance of  white people in society.

Proponents argue that the country was founded 
on the theft of  land and labor and that federal law 

has preserved the unequal treatment of  people 
based on race. Proponents also believe race is cul-
turally invented, not biological. Kimberlé Crenshaw 
of  the African American Policy Forum, a social 
justice think tank based in New York City, says it 
was “simply about telling a more complete story of  
who we are.”

So far, 25 states have considered legislation or oth-
er steps to limit how race and racism can be taught, 
according to an analysis from Education Week. 
Eight states have banned or limited the teaching 
of  critical race theory or similar concepts through 

laws or administrative actions. Let’s take this one 
home. My folks taught me that race matters only to 
racists. The rest of  us care about character.

It’s the responsibility of  parents to teach that all-
important value. 

I’m glad that my folks did, and I hope I have 
instilled that to another generation, which will also 
pay it forward.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska 

government and politics since 1979. 
He has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Standing up for life

CRT and sex education are better taught at home 

See SMITH, Page Eight

The day our family moved to Elgin, July 15, 
1990, I became the pastor of  two small congrega-
tions in and near Albion. That was just over 31 
years ago. 

August 29 of  this year is my last Sunday as 
a pastor of  churches. Yes, I know I said this 

before, about 12 years ago. 
This time it will stick, I’m 
pretty sure. 

About those two church-
es: my husband Raymond 
had been their preacher 
for over four years. I 
was to take his place at 
the United Church of  
Christ Congregational 
in Albion and at Akron 
Presbyterian Church, 
so that he could accept a 
call to two churches here. 
Those readers who knew 
Ray will understand that 
this was not as easy as it 
sounded. Besides, people 
simply are not replace-
able. I would have to find 
my own voice. For some 
years, by then, I had been 
preparing for licensed 

ministry, but it had been a vague plan for some 
future time. 

That July day, somewhere west of  Elgin on 
Hwy. 70 we were flagged down and invited to a 
spaghetti supper. 

Friendships blossom quickly in these parts. I 
still live in Elgin. 

As our town’s sign says, “None Better.” So we 
made our home here, and I continued my stud-
ies while also learning “on the job” about what 
is needed to be a pastor. With the support and 
encouragement of  my loving family, denomi-
national colleagues, and people “in the pews,” 
this work became my way of  life. I was ordained 
May 21, 2000. By then, a third congregation 
had been added, First Presbyterian Church in 
Primrose. 

In the meanwhile, our four youngest children, 
those born to us, were graduated from Elgin 
Public Schools and went on to college, eventu-
ally married, and now have families of  their 
own. Ray and Melissa Avidano live at Beaver 
Lake, near Murray, Nebraska; Jenny and Gail 
Foremen live at Arlington; John and Amanda 
Avidano are located closest to me, at Norfolk; 
and Carl and wife Johnnie are farthest away, at 
Staten Island, NY. These four and their three 
older siblings, Yolanda, Cory, and Kim, have 
given me a whole bunch of  grandkids to enjoy. 

As I have mentioned, 12 years ago I retired the 
first time--and who should take MY place, but…
Ray! I got to retire but did not have to say good-
bye to the churches, as I became Ray’s sidekick 
and helpmate. 

Ray’s passing in December of  2017 meant that 
I would once more be preaching in his place. 
This no doubt was the best medicine for my 
grieving for him—that, and all the love and care 
shown to me in this community, even as we both 

had been cared for during the years of  Ray’s 
failing health.   

What will I do with my time? All my life, 
I have read and written poetry. I have done 
other kinds of  writing, too, but I call poetry my 
heart’s language. 

I would very much like to continue writing 
for the next while. Thus, in retirement I hope to 
spend my mornings at my desk and my after-
noons caring for my house and yard. Does that 
not sound like a plan?  

Of  course, there are those children and grand-
children to go see, and friends, and I enjoy being 
in TeamMates. 

The best part of  being retired is deciding 
whether to stick to the plan or not!  

By the way, I once wrote a poem called “Elgin 
of  Antelope County.” You can find it on page 69 
of  the Q125 edition of  Elgin’s history—which 
I understand is sometimes called The Bible, 
because it is often used to settle disputes over 
past events. 

It was Velma Sprout who played for the silent 
movies. And Rick Huffman was once the boy 
with a mop. However, I want to share two newer 
poems for you here. The first I wrote for Ray, as 
you will see. The second is about…life and the 
Giver of  life. I hope you will enjoy.      

  
New Year’s 
Best if  the sky be a most brilliant
blue, best if  the wind is calm
and our small pasture newly
covered over with snow. 

I am making my way
into another year, and with me
I have my walking stick
for writing “I miss you”
in big letters. Near to the
words is a heart, which I draw
in two quick curving lines
as far as can be reached without 
footprints; this is my heart, after all.

Well, yes, there are the footprints
leading there and back to the house
you remember. Darling, I must add,
if  it made me sad, I would not do it.
Don’t forget to check for messages. 

Poem About Psalm 121
         I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.
                         --Ps. 121:1a
The horizon is an illusion,
the edge of  a world, the center of  which
I only imagine I am. 

Every being looks to its horizon
far distant or near as the nearest
little hill, anthill, or rooftop.

All of  us ask, from where
shall my help come? And God, who neither
slumbers nor sleeps, keeps
our going out and our coming in
from this time on and forevermore
until we are safely home. 

Retirement beckons as Avidano wraps up over 31 years as a pastor to area churches

The scenes from Afghanistan over 
the past week have been harrowing. 
As the Biden Administration quickly 
approached their expedited deadline 
to withdraw the final U.S. troops from 
the country, Taliban forces took over 
regional capitals and major cities as 
regular Afghan soldiers fled their 
posts or surrendered. On Sunday the 
Taliban overtook Kabul, the capital, 
as former President Ashraf  Ghani 
fled the country and handed over 
power. While this collapse is a disas-
ter, we must remember why the U.S. 
military was there and understand 
why the Biden Administration’s 
withdrawal plan failed so we can bet-
ter protect Americans and our allies 
going forward.

The U.S. military presence in 
Afghanistan dates back to the start 
of  Operation Enduring Freedom in 
October 2001, when U.S. forces allied 
with NATO and Afghanistan’s North-
ern Alliance 
in an effort to 
defeat al-Qaeda, 
capture Osama 
Bin Laden, 
and unseat the 
Taliban govern-
ment who gave 
terrorists safe 
haven following 
the September 
11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks. 
Unlike Soviet ef-
forts to expand 
their worldview 
and influence in 
the 1980’s, our 
goal was to help 
Afghans rebuild 
their economy 
while building a 
self-sufficient representative democ-
racy which protected the human 
rights of  all Afghans. The crowds of  
Afghans at the Kabul airport, desper-
ate to flee the Taliban, show us just 
how much many Afghans still want 
this freedom and opportunity.

In order to achieve these goals, the 
U.S. and our allies have invested tens 
of  billions of  dollars in rebuilding 
Afghanistan’s infrastructure, protect-
ing its people from insurgent attacks, 
and helping stand up an army of  
Afghan volunteers to protect the 
country from the Taliban insurgency. 
We made this investment because the 
goal of  every President since 9/11 – 
Bush, Obama, Trump, and now Biden 
– has been an Afghanistan which is 
not reliant on United States forces for 
internal protection. However, while 
each of  the three previous presidents 
have taken steps to draw down U.S. 
forces in Afghanistan, none oversaw 
broad intelligence failures or dem-
onstrated callousness toward our 
Afghan friends the way President 

In the next year, the U.S. Supreme Court is ex-
pected to make its most important decision regard-

ing abortion law and states’ 
rights in over a quarter-
century.  The Court’s ruling 
could overturn Roe v. Wade 
and give states more latitude 
in passing pro-life initiatives, 
including legislation limiting 
abortion in the early stages of  
pregnancy. 

In 1973, the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision 
deprived Nebraska and other 
states of  the authority to pro-
hibit abortions before a baby 
can viably live outside of  his 
or her mother’s womb.  Prior 
to Roe, many states banned or 
limited the killing of  unborn 
babies.  After the court’s deci-
sion, judges have applied the 
viability standard to abortion 

law, but with scientific and medical advances the 
point of  viability has been changing as premature 
babies survive earlier and earlier.  

The Roe decision not only ignored the human-
ity of  unborn children, but it was also decided on 
the basis of  novel legal doctrine.  In his dissenting 
opinion, Justice William Rehnquist, who heard 
the case and later served as Chief  Justice, strongly 
condemned the Court’s majority opinion.  “To 
reach its result,” he wrote, “the Court necessarily 
has had to find within the scope of  the Fourteenth 
Amendment a right that was apparently completely 
unknown to the drafters of  the Amendment.”  He 
presented convincing historical evidence showing 
that Congress, in passing the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, had never intended to prevent states from 
enacting legislation to restrict abortion.

In effect, the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe decision 
singlehandedly amended the U.S. Constitution to 
protect abortion.  In doing so, the Court usurped 
the authority given to Congress and the states in 

See RICKETTS, Page Eight
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A Celebration of  Life for 
Victoria Ann Elliott Marshall 
was held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 21, 2021 at 
The Niobrara Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Niobrara, 
NE. Interment followed at The 
L’eau Qui Court Cemetery in 
Niobrara. Visitation was held 
on Friday, August 20, 2021, 
at The Niobrara Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.

*****
Victoria “Vickie” Ann Elliott 

embraced the Lord’s loving 
arms on August 16, 2021 at The 

Josie Harper 
Hospice House 
surrounded by 
her family, at 
the age of  68 
years young 
after a three 
year fight with 
lung cancer. 
Victoria always 
uniquely said 
to anyone prior 

to this fight and even during, 
“I Love Life!” She very bravely 
ran the life race and it is now 
time for her to peacefully rest. 

Victoria was born November 
27, 1952 in Fremont, NE to 
Mary Grovenburg Elliott and 
James Lloyd Elliott. Victoria 
attended Foothill High School 
in Sacramento, CA. During 
that time due to her excellent 
sprinting skills in the 4 by 
100 relay and 50 yard dash, 
she won a spot on the private 
girls Sacramento track team 
Will’s Spikettes, which coached 
many Olympic athletes (at 
a time when girls could not 
even participate in high 
school sports). She had several 
sprint times that would have 
qualified her for a spot in The 
Olympics until she broke her 
collarbone right before the 
Olympic trials. She and her 

family moved back to their 
hometown of  Tekamah, NE 
where she attended Tekamah-
Herman High School. On 
December 21, 1969, Victoria 
united in marriage to Douglas 
Allen Vogler. To this union 
were born two children, 
Heather Marie and Teresa 
Ann. Being a mother was her 
childhood dream and greatest 
joy in life. Victoria began her 
early adulthood as a proud 
stay at home mother and 
farm wife in Tekamah, NE. 
Victoria was always fearless 
in wanting to learn new skills 
to remain hardworking and 
to help others. She waitressed 
at the local café, learned to 
drive a tractor, hoed beans 
and was a crew boss for a corn 
detasseling team during the 
summers. She loved playing in 
the “kiddie” pool with the girls 
and spending time with her 
best friends The Oligmueller 
Family and singing/dancing 
to The Supremes, Franki Valli, 
Disco and her beloved Tom 
Jones. 

On June 17, 1989, Victoria 
united in marriage to the 
late Craig Douglas Marshall. 
To this union was born one 
child, Ciera Ilene. With her 
late husband Craig she resided 
in Tekamah, Broken Bow, 
Elgin, Stapleton and Niobrara 
enjoying being a mother to 
her “Baby Girl Ciera Ilene” 
and as a supportive wife of  
an educator/school principal 
while also holding more 
than one simultaneous job. 
They enjoyed taking yearly 
vacations to The Hart Ranch 
in SD, zoo trips and attending 
Husker football games. She 
had a commercial/residential 
cleaning business plus 
delivered the local news on 
The AM 84 local radio show. 

She was an activities director 
and environmental services 
coordinator at The Tekamah 
Nursing Center plus the toys/
sporting goods manager at 
the Broken Bow Gibson’s 
Store. She also was a lunch/
classroom/cleaning aide at 
Elgin and Stapleton Schools 
while also providing mowing 
service to the Elgin Cemetery.  
In 2017 she retired from Moody 
Motor Company. She was a 
body shop assistant, which 
led to her restoring her 1974 
Corvette Stingray that she 
enjoyed taking to various car 
shows and proudly winning 
many awards. And, she was 
also the receptionist/public 
relations.

Victoria began her courtship 
with her special partner 
Paul Hughes on July 4, 2013. 
They were spending her last 
few years of  retirement by 
enjoying the daily wildlife 
encounters, taking jeep rides 
and camping on their beautiful 
horse and clear creek acreage 
“The Redneck Riviera” in 
Columbus, NE with frequent 
visits from “their girls and 
grandkids.” And, they enjoyed 
participating in area cowboy 
and mountain men civil 
war reenactments plus she 
was proud of  obtaining her 
concealed handgun permit. 
Victoria was a wonderful cook, 
loved interior decorating and 
took pride in a pristinely clean 
well organized home. She 
will best be remembered as a 
loving “Mommy/Mom/Mama, 
Grammy” and friend. She 
was admired for her constant 
smile, can do optimism, joke 
and story telling, pranks on 
her work colleagues, creativity, 
wit, compassion and endless 
generosity.

Victoria was also a leader in 

her communities. Her church 
families across the state 
were extremely important 
to her and in particular 
Pastor Martha Atkins and 
The Niobrara Lutheran 
Evangelical Church; plus, she 
was an ordained minister ~ 
conducting several weddings. 
She served on several church 
and youth group councils 
including a mission trip 
for Hurricane Katrina. She 
was an American Red Cross 
Family Services Emergency 
Assistance Responder who 
organized blood drives, house 
fire and water shortages.  
She was an advocate of  
advancing girls life skills and 
womens’ professional skills 
as a Brownie Troop Leader 
and Evening Women’s Club 
member. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Mary Grovenburg Elliott, 
grandmother Mary Marie Bies 
Elliott, grandfather Victor 
Elliott, mother in law Patricia 
Harmon Hughes, father in 
law Eldon Marshall, husband 
Craig Marshall and best friend 
Patricia Hawkins Oligmueller. 

She is survived by her 
special partner Paul Hughes 
of  Columbus; father James 
Elliott of  Niobrara, mother 
in law Carole Marshall of  
Stapleton, father in law 
Howard Hughes of  Columbus, 
daughter Heather and 
husband Sam of  Omaha; 
daughter Teresa and husband 
Pat of  Tekamah, and their 
children Alivia, Ethan, 
Julianna, Lukus, Thomas and 
Savannah; and daughter Ciera 
and husband Kyle of  Sioux 
Falls, SD and their children 
Layla, Ellianna, Noah and 
Remington. 

To honor Victoria’s hope for 

a lung cancer cure and per her 
daughter Ciera’s request for 
those who may have the “Faith 
Over Fear Luke 1:37” cancer 
cure fundraiser t-shirts ~ 
please wear them in her honor.

Per Victoria’s request ~ 
In lieu of  flowers and plants 
please kindly send a memorial 

to The St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital for child-
ren’s cancer research by 
mailing to: 501 St. Jude Place 
Memphis, TN 381065 OR via the 
website:  stjude.org

Services Entrusted to: Iverson 
Memorial Chapel Broken Bow, 

NE

Victoria Ann Elliott Marshall, 68
Born in Fremont, she was a leader in the many communities she lived in, including Elgin.

Obituary
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Here’s what I see

See TALES, Page Seven

ELGIN — No matter the 
sport, the start of  the season 
has everyone optimistic. 
Whether it be professional, 
college, high school or junior 
high, there’s almost a palpable 
feel of  high expectations from 
coaches and athletes about 
what can be. That’s why they 
play the games.

I could feel that sense of  
optimism eminating from 
players and coaches last week 
as we were putting together 
our preseason section being 
published today.

Just look at the faces 
adjacent on this page. Football 
players full of  confidence, 
volleyball players too. And it 
should be that way, Wolfpack 
teams have known success in 
the past and will so again in 
the future. It’s who we are.

Just a few observations from 
what I’ve heard and seen …

These aren’t boys anymore 
— Most of  the players on this 
year’s Wolfpack football team 
are underclassmen, all but two. 
Yet, they have more experience 
on the field than most teams 
they 
will play. 
They 
played 
major 
roles as 
freshmen 
and 
sopho-
mores. 
There are 
some on 
the team 
who are 
two and 
three-
year 
letter 
winners.

Having 
made 
the state 
football 
playoffs the last two years only 
to be ousted in the first round, 
I think the team has a good 
shot to host a playoff  game 
this fall. Five wins might do it, 
six wins certainly will. Why 
so optimistic? It’s like a math 
equation - Bigger + stronger + 
faster = BETTER!

As time goes by — With 
injuries and a number of  
key players from last year 
graduated, the Wolfpack 
volleyball team will feature 
a number of  new players 
in new roles for the team. 
With Ashlynne and her 
sister Taylynne Charf  not 
yet cleared to play, two of  the 
Wolfpack’s best players are 
likely sidelined for the first few 
weeks of  the season, maybe 
longer. Taylynne, the team’s 
‘quarterback’ as a setter leaves 
a big hole for someone to fill 
til she returns. Ashlynne’s 
presence at the net and all the 
good things she can do will also 
be missed. Get well soon, we 
need ya!

I think by the end of  the 
season, as younger players 
gain experience and injured 
players return, we are going to 
be a tough foe for anybody to 
beat. Just say’n!

Success — Like every team, 
in every sport, the season 
ahead is in “the hands” of  the 
players. Records don’t tell the 
full story of  any team. The 
true measure of  success is how 
much you improve from the 
start to the end of  the season.

*****
Stepping away from sports 

for a moment … The events of  
the past week or so, half  way 
across the world, are troubling.

The words Kabul, 
Afghanistan 2021 are now 
etched into American history 
in the same way as Saigon, 
Vietnam 1975. Images of  
American military planes 
rolling down the runway with 
Afghan refugees running 
beside them trying to escape 
the coming purge by the 
Taliban sends a terrible 
message to the rest of  the 
world.  Nothing done in the 

Members of the 2021 Wolfpack volleyball team are (back row, l-r): Student Manager Kayton Zwingman, Emma Lea Ruterbories, Assistant Coach Sandi Henn, Head Coach 
Elizabeth Selting, Brooklyn Meis, Natalie Burenheide, Darby Carstens, Abriel VonBonn, Elise Ruterbories, Kaitey Schumacher, Student Manager Elizabeth Moser and Assistant 
Coach Kim Zwingman. Middle row: Student Manager Gemma Miller, Callie Heithoff, Kate Furstenau, Juliana McNally, Kaylee Ramold, Abby Hemenway, Lexi Bode, Sharon 
Bartak, Eliza Borer, Olivia Klein, Jazmine McNally and Student Manager Braelyn Martinsen. Front row: Chloe Henn, Taylynne Charf, Keyera Eisenhauer, Brenna Martinsen, 
Skyler Meis, Baylee Busteed, Ashlynne Charf, Sara Bode and Maddie Kolm. E-R photo/LMorgan

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — A first-year coach with a 
history of  success as a Wolfpack player, 
Elizabeth Selting and Elgin Public-Pope 
John are ready to ‘lay it on the line’ as 
the 2021 season starts tomorrow.

The Wolfpack will open the season 
Thursday, August 26, at home against 
perennial powerhouse Lutheran High 
Northeast. Coming off  a 19-10 record last 
season, the Wolfpack return a number 
of  experienced players from the squad 
who came within one match of  the Class 
D-1 State Tournament.

“There are a lot of  girls with a ton of  
talent on this team and we are excited 
to piece everything together to be the 
most successful we can be,” Selting 
said last week. “We are excited and 
curious to see what is to come.” 

With that experience, the team will 
be a work in progress as they push 
to play their best volleyball when it 
matters most in late October-early 
November.

The Wolfpack won’t be at full 
strength at the start of  the season as 
they await the return of  Taylynne and 
Ashlynne Charf. Both players are still 

recovering from knee surgery at the 
end of  basketball season. The Charfs 
said they are hoping to join the team 
sometime in September once they 
receive clearance from their physician. 

Taylynne was the team’s top setter 
last year with 630 set assists. No one 
else last year had more than 17 set 
assists. Ashlynne was a big part of  the 
offense with 152 kills and on defense 
she led the squad with 45 solo blocks.

Those numbers are going to be hard 
to replace and the coaches know it.

What they do know, right now, is they 
have hitters who can put the ball down. 

Lexi Bode returns for her senior season 
and has shown in practice she is ready 
for a big season. As a junior she led 
the team in kills with 196. Skyler Meis 
also will be a factor in the front row 
as she had 160 kills on 436 swings and 
was second on the team in solo blocks 
with 29. Add to the mix senior Abby 
Hemenway who, with her height, can 
pose problems for opposing hitters.

Another player with lots of  experience 
returning for her final season is Kaylee 
Ramold. Primarily a back row specialist, 

EPPJ determined to build on last year’s success

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — There’s a quiet confidence 
building amongst the Wolfpack football 
team that the 2021 season could be one 
of  the best in recent years.

Bigger, stronger and faster might be 
the best words to describe this year’s 
team under new head coach Greg 
Wemhoff. Having been a head coach 
years before, Wemhoff  takes over the 
reins of  the program from Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer.

This year’s Wolfpack team returns 
11 letter winners from last year’s 
team which reached the state football 
playoffs for the second year in a row. 
With a season-ending loss to Bruning/
Davenport/Shickley (BDS), EPPJ 
finished with a 3-6 record. Still a young 
team, Elgin Public-Pope John returns 
seven starters on both sides of  the ball.

Sitting down with Coach Wemhoff  
last week, he believes this year’s team 
has the ability to improve on last year’s 
record.

“We’ve got a number of  players who 
have played several years now and have 
a lot of  experience,” Wemhoff  said. 
Summer conditioning went well for the 
team and the coach is optimistic that 

if  the team can stay healthy, they can 
compete with many of  the teams on 
their schedule.

There’s experience at a number of  
positions on this year’s team. Junior 
Paiton Hoefer returns at quarterback. 
Last year he threw for 726 yards and 
eight touchdowns while completing 
43 of  98 passes. His top two receivers 
from last year, Colton Wright and 
Blake Henn, are back. Each player 
had 14 receptions. Henn averaged 24.1 
yards per catch. Wright and Henn each 
caught three touchdown passes.

When the Wolfpack choose to run 
the ball, they will rely on last year’s 
tandem of  halfback Jack Wemhoff  
and fullback Cale Kinney. Wemhoff  
averaged over five yards per carry in 
amassing 1,030 yards rushing and 13 
touchdowns on the ground. Kinney is 
fully recovered after playing with a bad 
shoulder last season. He averaged 4.6 
yards per carry during the season. Two 
other running backs ready to step up 
are Austin Good and Gage Thiessen.

The battle in the trenches has to be 
won for the Wolfpack to pick up more 
victories. Anchoring the offensive 
line are letter winners Ethan Hinkle, 
Carter Beckman, Thomas Warnke, 

center Dylon Lueking and guard Nick 
Anderson. Top reserves with size 
are Jacksyn Sehi (230 pounds), David 
Durre (215) and Brian Heithoff  (260).

The offense scores points, but the 
defense has to be able to hold the other 
team in check.

Wemhoff  is one of  the best 
linebackers in the conference, having 
finished with a team-high 92 tackles 
last season. Kinney, Lueking and 
Beckman round out a strong group 
of  linebackers, all players with 
experience from past years.

Wright will man the defensive line. 
He had 50 tackles last season. Of  that 
number, a team-high 10 were behind 
the line of  scrimmage. As a freshman 
last year, Henn had 35 tackles (four for 
loss). 

Together, Wright and Henn combined 
for nine quarterback sacks last season. 
Nick Anderson’s size will also be a 
factor this season.

At safety, Hoefer was a ball hawk last 
season with four interceptions.

Other players looking to make 
their mark on the team will be Dylon 
Parks, Dylan Kolm, Collin Lindgren, 
Hudson Napier, Samuel Hemenway, 
Linus Borer, Landon Kallhoff, Taylor 

Beckman, Austin Hinkle and Kellen 
Hoefer. 

“The Wolfpack have plenty of  talent,” 
Wemhoff  said. The key to the season, he 
said, will be to stay healthy.

A challenging schedule awaits the 
Wolfpack who will kickoff  the season 
Friday night at Elgin Field.

O’Neill St. Mary’s will be the 
Wolfpack’s first foe. “They’re going to 
be a major test for us,” Wemhoff  said. 
“Right out of  the gate we face a team 
that’s got a lot of  kids back from last 
year.”

Other home games on the schedule 
are High Plains, Central Valley and 
Riverside. Away games are Boyd County 
(Spencer), CWC (Bartlett), Humphrey St. 
Francis and Osmond.

“These kids want to win and they 
have a good foundation. They’ve been 
given a good foundation (from Coach 
Eisenhauer) and now it’s time for them 
to turn the corner. They’re excited to 
play football,” the coach said.

Assistant coaches this year are 
Michael Becker and Nick Heithoff.

One thing is for certain, a longtime 
trademark of  Elgin football players is 
physicality. The pads will be poppin’ on 
Fridays this Fall!

EPPJ football team focused on more victories

Ready to face any foe, here are the 2021 Wolfpack football team (back row, l-r): Assistant Coach Nick Heithoff, Assistant Coach Michael Becker, Taylor Beckman, Nick Anderson, 
Blake Henn, Dylon Parks, Samuel Hemenway, Hudson Napier, Dylon Lueking and Head Coach Greg Wemhoff. Middle row: Landon Kallhoff, Austin Hinkle, Jacksyn Sehi, Brian 
Heithoff, Collin Lindgren, William Heilhecker, Austin Good, Carter Beckman, Gage Thiessen, Dylan Kolm and Kellen Hoefer. Front row: Jack Wemhoff, Cale Kinney, David Durre, 
Thomas Warnke, Colton Wright, Ethan Hinkle, Paiton Hoefer and Linus Borer. E-R photo/LMorgan

See VOLLEYBALL, Page Seven
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days, weeks and months ahead 
can ever erase the appearance 
of  a superpower flying away 
in haste after propping up the 
government there for 20 years.

And then there’s this … In 
the early 1970s, songwriter 
Don McLean penned a song 
called “American Pie.” It was 
a lengthy song about “The Day 
The Music Died” how Richie 
Valens, The Big Bopper and 
Buddy Holly died in a plane 
crash in an Iowa cornfield.

After what we’ve seen from 
Afghanistan, someone might 
want to write a new song 

From Page Six
Volleyball
Ramold may see some action as 
a right side hitter.

Another player to keep a 
watch on is Maddie Kolm, new 
to the Wolfpack this year. She 
played for South Platte High 
School last year and has some 
experience as a setter. However, 
as of  this writing, it’s not clear 
yet who the setter will be and 
whether or not the team uses a 
libero this season.

From there, filling out the 
rest of  the spots on the court 
will be players looking to 
gain experience. Assistant 
Coach Sandi Henn said before 
one practice last week that 
Brenna Martinsen and Keyera 
Eisenhauer appear likely 
to start. Callie Heithoff  and 
Baylee Busteed are vying for 
playing time as are a number 
of  talented freshmen including 
Chloe Henn, Kate Furstenau 
and Sara Bode.

Others hoping to make 
their mark during the season 
are Sharon Bartak, Jazmine 
McNally, Brooklyn Meis, 
Ellie Ruterbories, Abriel 
VonBonn, Eliza Borer, Natalie 
Burenheide, Darby Carstens, 
Olivia Klein, Juliana McNally, 
Kaitey Schumacher and Emma 
Lea Ruterbories (injured).

The players elected four team 
captains. They are Taylynne, 
Skyler, Kaylee and Lexi.

The schedule doesn’t do 
the team any favors. After 
opening with LHNE, the 
Wolfpack will host Burwell, 
then play the CWC triangular 
followed by a couple of  days 
later with a double triangular 
at Summerland. That’s eight 
matches in 12 days. By then, 
the coaches should have a 
pretty good idea who’s going 
to fill the spots on the floor. 
As for the Niobrara Valley 
Conference race this year, 

there’s no one clear team 
which stands out as being 
heads and shoulders better 
than everybody else. That 
should make an interesting 
conference tournament. 

“We are excited and curious 
to see what is to come,” Selting 
said about the coming year. 
As many know, Selting helped 
lead the Wolfpack to their 
best season ever, finishing 
third in the Class D-1 State 
Tournament several years ago. 
With a wealth of  knowledge 
she gained playing at the high 
school and college level, she 
replaces longtime Wolfpack 
Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher. 
In addition to Henn, the 
other assistant coach is Kim 
Zwingman 

Fans are anxious too as a 
new era in Wolfpack volleyball 
is set to begin. Go Wolfpack!

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

For the past several weeks, 
I have started the processing 
of  packing all my belongings 
so I can head down to college. 
And now with only a day left, I 
have almost everything I plan 
on bringing grouped together 
in bags and boxes to haul into 

my car 
and make 
my way 
down to 
Lincoln. 

With all 
the stress 
of  pack-
ing and 
the ex-
citement 
of  mov-
ing and 
starting 
college, I 
forgot to 
acknowl-
edge 
some of  
the things 
I would 
miss 
about 

home. Of  course I will miss my 
family and friends, I’ll miss my 
much bigger room and closet, 
the home cooked meals, and 
dare I say, I might even miss 
some aspects of  high school, 
being around all my friends 
and participating in activities. 
However what I am losing by 
moving away, I am gaining in 
other opportunities like mak-
ing new friends, joining clubs 
and organizations, learning 
how to cook for myself, and 
just starting a new adventure.

But one thing that Lincoln 
cannot make up for is the fact 
that I will be leaving my be-
loved dog behind, Ali.

Ali and I have been best 
friends for almost 9 years now. 
And boy have we been through 
a lot together. 

In the hot summers, Ali and 
I would go for our walks early 
in the morning or late at night 
to avoid the scorching hot sun. 
And during those walks, Ali 
and I would have some good 
conversations about life, of  
course he was just listening to 
me rant. And on the weekends, 
Ali would hop into my car and 
step up onto the center counsel 
as we made our way up to the 
river.

Let’s not forget the time Ali 
and I had to endure that ter-

rible storm and blackout on 
our own as well. I think that is 
one experience he and I would 
not like to do again. 

When the weather started 
to get colder, Ali and I would 
snuggle up on the couch and 
watch movies as I drink a hot 
cup of  coffee and watch the 
snowfall. 

And while there were several 
nights where I wouldn’t come 
home early from hanging out 
with my friends, Ali would sit 
on his chair in the front win-
dow and wait for me to come 
home. Over the years both Ali 
and I have realized neither 
of  us can stay up that late. So 
instead, I stay home more often 
and we both hit the hay early 
and jump up onto my bed and 
sleep. 

Throughout the years, Ali 
and I had to encounter some 
good and bad days. Whether 
I had a bad day at school, or 
if  he didn’t feel well or lost a 
bone, we could always cheer 
each other up by snuggling 
up on the couch. Good days 
weren’t much different, the 
only difference was that he got 
a few more treats.

Saying goodbye to Ali will be 
one of  the hardest goodbyes of  
all, in fact tears may be shed. 

The hardest part about leaving

See VIEW, Page 11

because, when people look 
back at the events of  August 
2021, many may think about 
“The Day A Superpower 

Died.”
There’s no way to spin this 

and make it look good.
 No, this is bad, real bad.
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Biden has.
The swift collapse of  Afghanistan’s republic is an outright 

strategic and intelligence failure by President Biden. On August 
11, after Taliban insurgents had already begun capturing outly-
ing provinces, administration officials said it would take at least 
30 days for the Taliban to reach Kabul and at least 90 days for 
them to overwhelm the city. While the success of  the Taliban in 
outlying provinces alone should have been enough for the Biden 
Administration to rethink its withdrawal strategy, to miscalcu-
late this badly while continuing to walk away is unacceptable. 
Even worse, the President’s ongoing response, blaming Afghans 
and failing to use the full force of  the U.S. military to ensure the 
safety of  Americans and our Afghans friends as they attempt 
to leave, only compounds the problem. This sudden abdication 
also hands over to the Taliban billions of  dollars in U.S. military 
technology.

While President Biden continues to show no interest in Af-
ghanistan in the long term, it is vital we protect American inter-
ests moving forward. President Biden must put every available 
resource into extracting Americans and Afghans who are endan-
gered because they supported our mission to bring peace and 
freedom to Afghanistan. Countries such as France are reportedly 
deploying special forces to individually extract and protect citi-
zens as they seek flights out of  the country. We must do the same, 

From Page Four
Smith

Article V of  the Constitution to decide on amendments to our 
country’s most important governing document.  Because this de-
cision circumvented the amendment process and usurped states’ 
rights, it has lacked legitimacy since it was decided.  

Fast forward to the present: The State of  Mississippi has taken 
legal action to challenge Roe v. Wade by asking the Supreme 
Court to review the authority of  states to regulate abortion.  In 
May, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case, which is known 
as Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization.  The question 
at hand in the Dobbs case is whether Mississippi law can prohibit 
abortion after 15 weeks of  gestation.  Both chambers of  Missis-

From Page Four
Ricketts

sippi’s legislature passed the bill with overwhelming majorities.  
After Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant signed it into law, an 
abortion clinic—Jackson Women’s Health Organization—sought 
to have the law overturned.  The Supreme Court is expected to 
hear the Dobbs case during its 2021-2022 term.

Nebraska is a pro-life state, and we will be watching the Dobbs 
case closely.  Nebraska state law says that it is “the will of  the 
people of  the State of  Nebraska and the members of  the Legisla-
ture to provide protection for the life of  the unborn child when-
ever possible.”  In Nebraska, we have a long tradition of  protect-
ing unborn life through state law.  In recent years, State Senators 
Joni Albrecht, Suzanne Geist, and others have championed 
legislation to protect the lives of  babies and support mothers.

In 2017, Senator Joni Albrecht championed the Compassion-
ate Care for Medically Challenging Pregnancies Act.  Tragically, 
some unborn children are diagnosed with lethal fetal anomalies.  
The Compassionate Care Act ensures that doctors fully equip 
women with information on perinatal hospice care at the time of  
these difficult diagnoses.  By doing so, patients and their families 
gain immediate awareness of  resources and support services to 
help them cope with this heartbreaking challenge.

In 2018, the Legislature approved LB 1040, another bill spon-
sored by Senator Albrecht, to provide commemorative certifi-
cates to mothers who miscarry.  The bill affirms the dignity of  
life and humanely acknowledges the loss that a mother under-
goes through miscarriage.

In 2019, Senator Albrecht successfully secured the passage of  a 
bill to bolster the state’s informed consent protections.  It re-
quires doctors to direct women to information on how to reverse 
the abortion pill when the drug is prescribed. 

In 2020, Senator Geist put forward LB 814 to end the barbaric 
practice of  dismemberment abortion in Nebraska.  It’s the most 
consequential pro-life legislation enacted in our state over the 
past decade. This year, State Senators worked together to pass 
a new tax credit for families who have a stillborn baby to help 
offset medical bills, burial expenses, and costs of  preparing for 
the baby’s arrival.

And it’s not just state government stepping up.  Nebraska’s 
crisis pregnancy centers are doing great work every day across 
our state to provide services to expectant mothers and help them 
learn about pro-life alternatives to abortion.  Leaders like Toni 
Clarke of  Assure Women’s Center in Omaha and Sarah Kroner 
of  Women’s Care Center in Lincoln are dedicated, compassionate 
advocates for the welfare of  women and babies. 

Moving forward, we will continue to work together to protect 
life in Nebraska.

Mass of  Christian Burial for George Anthony Fritz, 83, of  Nor-
folk, NE will be Friday, August 27, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Norfolk. 

Rev Pat McLaughlin will be the celebrant. 
Visitation will be Thursday, August 26, 2021 from 4 p.m. until 

7:30 p.m. with a vigil service at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. 

Memorials may be directed to the family for future designation. 
Arrangements are under the direction of  Home for Funerals in 
Norfolk.

Death Notice

Subdivision New Last Year     2 Years Ago 3 Years Ago 4 Years Ago            5 Years Ago
Summerland 115 $670,268,672 $667,503,877 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Neligh Oakdale 9 $539,840,323 $529,158,499 $549,791,211 $537,524,137 $554,948,455 $570,436,972 
Elgin 18 $637,343,277 $623,391,001 $632,666,729 $631,043,838 $658,290,478 $681,464,605 
Summerland 115 Bond 2020 $670,268,672 $667,503,877 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Boone Central 1 $5,437,818 $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507 $5,720,918 
Boone Central 1 Bond $5,437,819 $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507  $5,720,918 
Creighton 13 $119,412,688 $118,733,326 $124,596,935 $124,790,694 $130,737,005 $135,991,308 
Elkhorn Valley 80 $248,065,664 $243,469,983 $250,003,273 $246,922,749 $258,763,840 $268,741,520 
Elkhorn Valley 80 Bond $248,065,664 $243,469,983 $250,003,273 $246,922,749 $258,763,840 $268,741,520 
Plainview 5 $238,612,865 $237,869,792 $241,879,849 $240,417,941 $245,754,601 $256,374,948 
ESU 1 $119,412,688 $118,733,326 $124,596,935 $124,790,694 $130,737,005 $135,991,308 
ESU 7 $5,437,819 $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507 $5,720,918 
ESU 8 $2,334,130,796 $2,301,393,155 $2,353,512,724 $2,329,289,145 $2,408,873,433 $2,479,951,924 
Upper Elkhorn NRD $2,436,306,199 $2,404,101,833 $2,463,923,754 $2,439,716,169 $2,525,834,034 $2,602,606,861 
Lower Elkhorn NRD $22,675,105 $21,075,232 $19,561,322 $19,690,183 $19,239,912 $19,057,293 
Orchard Fire Gen $298,977,356 $299,530,200 $302,113,666 $302,997,454 $314,154,340 $323,976,213 
Brunswick Fire Gen $376,895,592 $376,152,914 $386,294,318 $386,364,225 $402,955,700 $419,836,822 
Clearwater Fire Gen $213,648,022 $214,650,678 $221,033,962 $218,644,656 $221,224,491 $221,463,625 
Neligh Fire Gen $387,781,730 $385,568,080 $404,209,883 $395,070,132 $408,307,522 $421,483,753 
Elgin Fire Gen $443,523,182 $428,810,059 $436,936,549 $436,098,980 $457,867,540 $476,079,490 
Oakdale Fire Gen $201,334,393 $199,462,603 $206,894,724 $205,807,559 $216,926,476 $225,339,285 
Tilden Fire Gen $235,794,038 $232,364,661 $238,822,867 $236,233,350 $248,786,378 $258,788,406 
Ewing Fire Gen $18,927,352 $17,743,639 $18,596,224 $18,256,242 $18,741,532 $19,314,475 
Creighton Fire Gen $41,336,675 $41,070,875 $43,027,095 $43,119,276 $44,980,852 $46,312,418 
Neligh City Gen $81,849,663 $73,990,603 $72,513,819 $71,091,650 $69,309,395 $66,622,960 
Tilden City Gen $14,322,087 $12,804,389 $12,165,250 $12,421,785 $12,035,722 $11,962,346 
Oakdale Vlg Gen $4,668,324 $4,598,170 $4,712,903 $3,944,206 $4,690,010 $4,287,412 
Elgin City Gen $44,427,232 $43,654,588 $40,081,382 $38,940,335 $35,531,331 $35,376,845 
Brunswick Vlg Gen $14,682,379 $14,736,131 $15,005,297 $13,335,305 $11,203,159 $11,536,191 
Royal Vlg Gen $1,491,987 $1,475,923 $1,499,041 $1,244,279 $1,198,759 $1,201,995 
Orchard Vlg Gen $17,783,568 $17,398,808 $16,863,427 $14,953,783 $15,000,138 $14,479,379 
Clearwater Vlg Gen $13,421,110 $12,338,322 $11,875,227 $10,418,191 $9,169,061 $9,095,079 
Tilden Rural Fire Bond $235,794,038 $232,364,661 $238,822,867 $236,233,350 $248,786,370 $258,788,406 
Airport General $2,458,981,305 $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 
Ag Society $2,458,981,305 $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 
County General $2,458,981,306 $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,076 $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 
NECC General $2,458,981,305 $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 
Prairie View Asst’d Living $1,676,440 $1,676,440 $1,676,440 $1,885,910 $1,885,910 $1,885,910 
 

Comparison Of Valuations - Antelope County
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Notice to Landowners — Antelope County Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

COUNTY BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 
2021

Notice is hereby given that the 
County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 

TO: All Antelope County 
Landowners

Referencing Nebraska State 
Statutes 39-301, 39-302, 39-
1811, 39-1812, and 39-1813.

You are informed that the An-
telope County Board of Com-
missioners adopted the follow-
ing resolution at their April 13th, 
2021 board meeting: 

WHEREAS, in 2008 the An-
telope County Board of Super-
visors passed a resolution re-
garding obstructions in Antelope 
County Road rights of way, it is 
the Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners intention to up-
date said resolution; and 

WHEREAS the Antelope 
County Board of Commissioners 
has received evidence that un-
authorized fences, crops, trees, 
shrubs, weeds, tall grass, berms, 
trash, equipment and other ob-
structions placed within the pub-
lic rights-of-way maintained by 
Antelope County cause hazards 
that endanger motorists, County 
employees, and County equip-
ment, and interfere with the prop-
er maintenance of the roadway, 
especially during road mainte-
nance, construction, and snow 
removal operations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED that Antelope 
County shall, after first giving 
reasonable notice to the affected 
landowner, exercise its right to 

remove hazards from the public 
rights-of-way except that no no-
tice shall need to be given dur-
ing snow removal operations or 
emergency operations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road 
Department employees shall 
identify and document such 
hazards, shall provide ten days 
written notice to any affected 
landowner to remove the haz-
ards from the right-of-way, and, 
if such hazards remain within 
the right-of-way ten days after 
Antelope County gives such no-
tice to any affected landowner, 
shall remove the hazards, re-
turning all salvaged materials to 
the affected landowner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road De-
partment employees shall in-
voice the costs of the removal 
of the hazards to the affected 
landowner, including the cost of 
labor and machine use.

Dated this 13th day of April, 
2021.

You are further notified that 
the County Board of Commis-
sioners intends that the above 
resolution shall be enforced, 
and that any person may make 
a proper complaint regarding a 
violation of the above resolution 
to the Commissioner(s) or Road 
Superintendent.

Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
39-302 Roads; sprinkler irriga-

tion system; restrictions; viola-
tions; penalty.

A sprinkler irrigation system 
which due to location or design 
diverts, or is capable of diverting, 
water onto or across a public road 
so as to saturate, wash, or impair 
the maintenance, construction, or 
pass ability of such public road 
or allows water to accumulate 
on the roadway or traveled sur-
face of the public road shall be 
equipped with a device which will 
automatically shut off the end gun 
of the irrigation system causing 
such diversion or accumulation 
of water. Any person who fails 
to comply with this section shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be guilty 
of a Class IV misdemeanor, ex-
cept that section 39-301 shall be 
controlling with respect to me-
chanical malfunctions and normal 
weather conditions.

39-1811 Weeds; mowing; duty 
of landowner; neglect of duty; ob-
ligation of county board; cost; as-
sessment and collection.

(1) It shall be the duty of the 
landowners in this state to mow 
all weeds that can be mowed 
with the ordinary farm mower to 
the middle of all public roads and 
drainage ditches running along 
their lands at least twice each 
year, namely, sometime in July 
for the first time and sometime in 
September for the second time.
PUBLISH: August 25, 2021
ZNEZ

Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 
September 7, 2021 at 9:00 AM

September 14, 2021 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 

public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: August 25, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope County
NOTICE – PUBLIC HEARING
Whereas, Antelope County 

considered the possible vaca-
tion or abandonment of County 
roadway 516th Avenue located 
in Section 6, Township 28 North, 
Range 7 West of the 6th Princi-
pal Meridian, Antelope County 
Nebraska starting at the east 
quarter corner of Section 6 and 

extending west 800 feet;
Whereas, a written report of 

the use of the road has been 
completed by the Highway Su-
perintendent and it is filed with 
the County Clerk; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, 
by the Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska, 
that a public hearing date be set 

for 10:00 A.M., on the 7th day 
of September, 2021 to consider 
whether or not to vacate or aban-
don said road. Hearing to be held 
at the Antelope County Court-
house, Commissioner Meeting 
Room.

Antelope County, Nebraska
PUBLISH: August 25, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope County
NOTICE – PUBLIC HEARING
Antelope County, Nebraska, 

will hold a public hearing at the 
Antelope County Courthouse 
in Neligh Nebraska, on the 7th 
day of September 2021, at 10:15 

A.M. for the purpose of present-
ing and adopting a One- and Six-
Year Street Improvement Plan 
for said governing body.  Anyone 
living within Antelope County, 
Nebraska, interested in the 

above notice may appear in per-
son or by counsel and be heard.

Antelope County, Nebraska
PUBLISH: August 25, 2021
ZNEZ

“We’re excited to announce that Antelope 
Memorial Hospital has added the new mobile 
Signa Voyager MRI (magnetic resonance imag-
ing) system from GE Healthcare to its imaging 
services,” said LeAnne Brodersen, RT(M)(CT) 
and director. “This system is designed to maxi-
mize comfort for our patients while delivering 
uncompromised image quality.”

This new MRI system is designed to maximize 
patient comfort with:

• a 70 cm wide bore to make scans accessible to 
more patients who need them

• next generation clinical applications de-

Last week, Antelope Memorial Hospital added the new mobile Signa Voyager MRI (magnetic resonance 
imaging) system from GE Healthcare to its imaging services. Pictured (l-r): Luke Kathol, RT(MR), Amy 
Heithold, RT(R)(MR) and regional operations manager, Ryan Teten, RT(R) and Phillip Gesell (driver) are 
staff members of Shared Medical Services who travel each Tuesday to Antelope Memorial Hospital to of-
fer MRI studies. The new unit offers maximum patient comfort with high-quality imaging. Photo submitted

New MRI Technology now at AMH
signed to reduce exam time and

• quiet technology to reduce acoustic noise.
“Our new mobile MRI unit offers high-quality 

imaging for our providers as well as great 
benefits for our patients,” said Brodersen. “It 
allows our patients to select sound and lighting 
to fit their mood for a personalized experience. 
It includes skylights, murals and an integrated 
music system. Plus, the unit’s increased signal 
allows the exam time to be shortened with-
out compromising image quality. We are very 
pleased to now offer this technology at Antelope 
Memorial Hospital to our patients.” 
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Yes, I will probably see him in a 
few weeks. 

Nonetheless, it will be dif-
ficult to go to college without 
him by my side when I encoun-
ter success, when I have a bad 
day, to share a meal, watch a 
movie, protect each other dur-
ing a storm, go for car rides, 
and to go to bed with.

And like they all say, “Dog is 
a man’s best friend.” I believe 
that Ali is truly one of  the best 
friends a girl could ask for.

From Page Seven
View

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

This upcoming weekend will mark the 39th anniversary of  
the Rae Valley Days celebration held just outside Petersburg. 

Co-founder and event organizer Larry Petsche said Sunday 
the event came into being following a meeting 40 years ago. 

“Rae Valley Days developed after a big meeting we had in 
March of  1981 that Steve Stokes and I got started,” he said.  

“A large group of  guys came to the meeting with the 
purpose of  preserving our heritage in Northeast Nebraska. 
During that meeting, Herman Schmitz came up with the 
name, and it all took off  from there.  

“Today we serve about 12,000 meals, and it just keeps 
getting bigger and bigger each year.  Our vendors and guests 
travel from many surrounding states like South Dakota, 
Kansas, Colorado, and Iowa. I have counted over 300 tractors 
in attendance the last two years. Some drive them in, some 
haul them in, but a lot of  people come along with those 
tractors.”  

As the people start roaring in, there is a wide variety of  
activities for all to enjoy. 

“On Friday, the events kick-off  with the tractor cade 
followed by a delicious cream can supper.  Attendees can also 
take part in the Barn Dance. The Barn Dance is made up of  
local people from surrounding areas participating in a jam 
session. Pat Baum pretty much organizes the music part. The 
Barn Dance is on the schedule for both Friday and Saturday 
night,” Petsche said.  

Speaking of  Saturday, Larry continued sharing information 
about the upcoming activities to be held this Saturday. He 
explained, “One of  our biggest events is the Antique Tractor 
Auction. Then around noon, the tractor pull will begin with a 
parade to begin around 3:30 Saturday afternoon, and that is a 
big deal.” 

When asked if  he could pick a favorite event or activity, 
Larry replied, “I’d like to say I enjoy the whole show. I can’t 
pick just one thing. However, about two years ago, we started 
planting potatoes, and the Wilcox family who resides over by 
Tilden comes and digs the potatoes. Now, every man, woman, 
and child can go and pick whatever potatoes they want to take 
home. It is kind of  fun to see all the grandparents, parents, 
and children out there picking up potatoes. Usually, these will 
be their first fresh potatoes of  the year.” 

In closing, Larry put out a reminder that everyone is 
welcome to attend Rae Valley Days beginning at 5 p.m. Friday, 
August 27, with the final events scheduled for Sunday, August 
29 at 3:30. 

He shared his pride in helping create a lasting event that 
remains free to all guests.  He concluded, “This is a totally 
free show.  A lot of  people ask how they can help us out, and 
we let them know that they can help sponsor.  We currently 
have 270 sponsors and 110 members.” 

Rae Valley celebration
gets underway Friday

Boone County Health 
Center (BCHC) is offering free 
agriculture respirator/ mask 
fit testing as an extension to 

the recent Resp-
iratory Hazards 
and Protection 
Workshop.

The fittings will 
take place in the 
North parking 
lot at BCHC on 
Thursday Sept. 2 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
This is a free service and 

those in the ag industry are 
encouraged to attend. Bring 
your respirator that you are 
using to test for appropriate fit.

Agricultural workers are 
often exposed to harmful 

BCHC offering drive-by
ag mask fit testing for free

chemicals, dust, mold, exhaust 
and welding fumes which can 
cause acute respiratory illness 
and long-term disease.

No appointment is needed. 
For any questions call Nicole 
Levander at the Health Center 
402-395-3165.

Boone County Health 
Center (BCHC) is pleased to 
have Owen Neesen, Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetist 
(CRNA) join the Anesthesia 
team. 

Neesen will be working in 
the operating and emergency 
rooms as well as assisting with 
births and variety of  pain 
management procedures.

She grew up in David City 
and attended David City Public 
School. 

After high school he attended 
the University of  Nebraska 
Omaha for prerequisite 
courses for a career in health 
care. Neesen then transferred 
to the UNMC College of  
Nursing in Omaha to finish 
his bachelor’s degree.  After 
working in the cardiac ICU 
at Nebraska Medicine he 
attended Bryan College of  
Health Sciences in Lincoln for 
his nurse anesthesia master’s 
degree.  

The Health Center’s 
Anesthesia Supervisor, 
Courtney Stagemeyer, 
CRNA, knew Neesen and had 
reached out to him about 
the position. “I am thrilled 
to partner with someone as 
skilled, compassionate and 
knowledgeable as Courtney.” 

New anesthetist
joins BCHC
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Reola F. Pelster, 95 of  
Petersburg, passed away 
Monday, August 23, 2021 at the 

Good Samaritan 
Center – Albion.

A Mass of  
Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 
a.m. Thursday, 
August 26, 
2021 at St. 
Bonaventure 
Catholic Church 
in Raeville 
with Rev. John 

Norman officiating. Interment 
will follow in the parish 
cemetery. 

Visitation will 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday (today) at the 
church with a 7 p.m. vigil 
service.

Memorials are suggested 
to the family for later 
designation.

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin is in charge of  the 
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com. 

*****
Reola Frances (Klein) Pelster 

was born June 7, 1926, north 
of  Raeville, to Joseph and 
Clara (Preusser) Klein.  She 
was baptized and confirmed 
at St. Bonaventure Catholic 
Church in Raeville and 
attended St. John Berchman 
Catholic School in Raeville. 
After graduation, she attended 
School of  Commerce in 
Omaha, NE, and worked at 

the Woodmen of  the World 
Insurance Company in Omaha.

On April 26, 1949, Reola 
was united in marriage to 
Lawrence J. Pelster, Sr. at 
St. Bonaventure Church in 
Raeville. 

The couple made their home 
on a farm east of  Petersburg. 
Reola was a homemaker along 
with working together with 
her husband farming and 
raising livestock. 

They were blessed with six 
children.

Reola was a lifelong member 
of  St. Bonaventure Church 
and a member of  the Christian 
Mothers Society. 

She enjoyed spending 
time with her children, 
grandchildren and great-
granchildern.

Reola is survived by her 
children: Diane (Don) Blazek 
and Judy (Cliff) Lindholm 
of  Lincoln, both of  Lincoln, 
NE; Larry (Cathy) Pelster 
of  Petersburg; Linda (Tim) 
Iburg of  Columbus; Mary 
(Carl) Church of  Clarks; Gary 
(Karla) Pelster of  Columbus; 
18 grandchildren; 25 great-
grandchildren; along with 
many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband Lawrence; 
great-granddaughter Amelia 
Brookhouser; parents Joseph 
and Clara Klein; brothers: 
Alphonse and John Klein; 
sisters: Rose Stuhr, Loretta 
Schmitz, Dorothy Klein, Ruth 
Nellesen, Arlene Jochum, 
Delores Bode, Alfreda Pelster 
and Betty Mannlein.

Reola F. Pelster, 95
A lifelong member of St. Bonaventure Catholic Church, she farmed alonside her husband.

Obituary

re going to take care of  it,” 
he said. Schmitt said the counc
il just wanted to know the reaso
n why. Moore then said, after 
the amendments are approved, he w
ants to sit down with the c
ity attorney to know what we’
re going to do. “We’re going to
 do the best we can,” he said.
Schmitt and the council membe

rs responded how 
they were aware the sheriff ’s 

department is understaffed
. “We

 do appreciate what you do,
” he said. Library addition 
— Beckman Lumber was awarded the
 bid to do the long-awaited 
addition to the Elgin Public Lib
rary. xxxxx Following a pa

ttern set by a growing n
umber of  schools in th
e state, the District #18 Boar
d of  Education said last wee

k they will not be adopting
 health standa

rds being put forth by the 
Nebraska Department of  Educati
on (NDE). “I don’t know a school
 which is going to adopt (

The EVFD will sponsor a 
Poker Run on Saturday, Au-
gust 28, in Elgin. Registration 
begins at 9 a.m. at Boomerangs 
and the run will start at 11 a.m. 
All vehicles are welcome.

The run will start and finish 
at Boomerangs.

For more information about 
the event, contact Kyle Pelster 
(402-843-8552), Jessy Dirks 
(402-844-0708) or Robbie Evans 
(402-843-6049).

EVFD Poker Run
to be Saturday


