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America!

The high temperature last 
week was 90 degrees recorded 
on August 18. The low was 
52 degrees on August 20-21.  
Altogether, 0.20 of  an inch of  
precipitation was recorded 
last week. Following are the 
high and low temperatures, 
and precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
August 15 70 60  0.17
August 16 73 54  
August 17 80 59  
August 18 90 56  0.03
August 19 80 60    
August 20 78 52   
August 21 80 52   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.20
Total for August ............. .. 0.65
Total for 2022 ................. ..11.62

In Brief

Weather

The Red Cross 
Bloodmobile

Wednesday, 
Aug. 24
11 am-5 pm

KC HallElgin Review 
Volume 139, Number 48  Wednesday, August 24, 2022    ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 68636     USPS Number 172-820   1 Section, 12 Pages

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Wheeler 

Central District #45 Board of  
Education

Notice of  Special Meeting 
— Wheeler Central District 
#45 Board of  Education

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Haiden M. Sleister, 18, of  
Tilden faced the Honorable 
Donna Taylor in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh 
for further arraignment on 
two counts alleged between 
March 19 and April 6, Count 
I, possession of  a stolen fire-
arm, a Class 2A felony, and 
Count II, theft, $500-$1,499, a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. Sleister 
waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing, and Count I 
was bound over to Antelope 
County district court, where 
he is set for arraignment 
Aug. 31. Count II was dis-
missed without prejudice, to 
be refiled in district court at 
the discretion of  the prosecu-
tor. Sleister was remanded 
to the Antelope County Jail, 
where he was serving a 
sentence in a different case. 
He told the judge he was set 
for release Sept. 18, followed 
by 22 days to be served in a 
Madison County sentence. He 
is represented by Antelope 
County Public Defender Pat 
Carney of  Norfolk.

Jagger J. Smith, 24, of  Roy-
al appeared for sentencing on 
a count of  driving under the 
influence of  alcohol (.15+), a 
Class W misdemeanor. 

Taylor followed recom-
mendations included in an 
alcohol evaluation that she 
had ordered when he pleaded 
guilty at his Aug. 3 arraign-
ment.  His blood-alcohol con-
tent at the time of  his July 
9 arrest was .253. She sen-
tenced Smith to a one-year 
term of  probation; a $500 
fine; two days in the Antelope 
County Jail; and taxed him 
$150 costs of  prosecution. 
Terms of  probation include 
attendance at a minimum of  
one AA meeting a week; 120 
days on a continuous alcohol 
monitor, 60 days up front and 
the remaining 60 days at the 
direction of  his probation 
officer; enter, within 30 days 
and successfully complete, a 
short-term inpatient treat-
ment program; and payment 
of  fees totaling $390. He was 
given credit for one day pre-
viously served in the county 
jail and up to $265 credit 
toward fines and fees upon 
submitting an invoice for a 
court-ordered alcohol evalu-
ation.

Tilden man
bound over to
district court

The Red Cross Blood-
mobile will be in Elgin 
on Wednesday, August 24 
(today). 

Hours will be from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Elgin 
Knights of  Columbus Hall. 

Donors are encouraged 
to bring their donor card 
or a photo ID. Note: Also, 
donors should eat break-
fast/lunch & drink plenty 
of  water prior to donating 
blood.

Assisting with the blood-
mobile will be students 
from Pope John Central 
Catholic Junior-Senior 
High School.

Red Cross 
Bloodmobile
in Elgin today

Pope John XXIII CCHS 
Homecoming Coronation 
Ceremonies will take place on 
Sunday, August 28 at 7:00 pm in 
the St. Boniface Gymnasium.  
Guests are welcome to attend. 

All members of  the senior 
class are candidates.  Queen 
candidates include the follow-
ing:

Sharon Bartak, daughter of  
Paul and Sonja Bartak, mem-
bers of  St. John the Baptist 
Parish of  Deloit.  Sharon is in-
volved in Junior Right-to-Life, 
FFA, one act, volleyball, track, 
and 4H.  She enjoys shopping, 
hanging out with friends, run-
ning, and sleeping.

Taylynne Charf, daughter of  
Stacy and Danelle Charf, mem-
bers of  St. Boniface Parish in 
Elgin.  Taylynne is active in 
volleyball, basketball, track, 
FFA, dance team, Junior Right-
to-Life, one act, musical, and 
student council.  She likes to 
relax by playing guitar, boat-
ing, fishing, hanging out with 
friends and family, dancing, 
sudoku puzzles, and embroi-
dering.

Skyler Meis, daughter of  
Eric and Brenda Meis, whose 
home parish is St. Boniface in 
Elgin.  Skyler participates in 
volleyball, basketball, track, 
musical, one act, speech, 
Junior Right-to-Life, student 
council, and National Honor 
Society.  She enjoys cooking, 
watching movies, hanging out 
with friends, going on walks 
with her mom, and going to 
concerts.

Emma Lea Ruterbories, 
daughter of  Paul and Erin 
Ruterbories, are members of  
St. Francis of  Assisi Parish in 
Neligh.  Emma Lea is involved 
in Junior Right-to-Life, one act, 
musical, speech, and National 
Honor Society.  Her hobbies 
include fishing, camping, shop-
ping, dancing, and hanging out 
with friends.

The king candidates include:
Carter Beckman, son of  John 

PJCC Homecoming Coronation to be Sunday night
and Tracy Beckman, whose 
home parish is St. Boniface in 
Elgin.  Carter is active in foot-
ball, wrestling, golf, FFA, one 
act, musical, student council, 
and National Honor Society.  
He enjoys boating, riding dirt 
bikes, and spending time with 
family and friends.

Linus Borer, son of  David 
and Lindy Borer, members of  
St. Boniface in Elgin.  Linus 
is involved in one act, speech, 
quiz bowl, musical, golf, foot-
ball, National Honor Society, 
and Junior Right-to-Life.  He 
likes to relax by going golfing, 

playing piano and other instru-
ments, singing, playing video 
games, and skiing.

Matthew Dilly, son of  Doug 
and Shawn Dilly, members of  
St. Boniface in Elgin.  Matthew 
participates in speech, one 
act, musical, Junior Right-to-
Life, cross country, and golf.  
He enjoys painting, drawing, 
sculpting, sleeping, listening 
to music, and hanging out with 
friends.

Paiton Hoefer, son of  Jeremy 
Hoefer and Autumn Hoefer, are 
members of  St. Boniface Par-
ish in Elgin.  Paiton is active 

in football, basketball, Junior 
Right-to-Life, golf, FFA, and 
student council.  His hobbies 
include boating, hanging out 
with friends, golfing, playing 
cards, and watching movies.

Cale Kinney, son of  Josh and 
Maria Kinney, whose home 
parish is St. Boniface in Elgin.  
Cale participates in football, 
golf, Junior Right-to-Life, one 
act, musical, and FFA.  He 
enjoys riding dirt bikes, fish-
ing, hunting, golfing, skiing, 
boating, watching movies, and 
learning about politics.

Article submitted

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — The long process for 
implementing a means to provide 
financial assistance for economic 
development here in Elgin began last 
week.

Sixteen persons, representing city 
government, financial institutions and 
interested citizens, met at the Knights 
of  Columbus Hall to participate in 
a zoom meeting with Deb Poehling, 
business development consultant from 
the Nebraska Department of  Economic 
Development.

Over the course of  an hour, Poehling 
explained every facet of  the LB840 law, 
what is doable and what isn’t, and how 
implementation can do for Elgin what 
has been done for communities across 

the state. Many of  those communities 
with LB840 in place have used funds 
for child care and the creation of  
additional housing for young couples to 
purchase homes and move back.

The impetus for looking into LB840 
occurred earlier this year when several 
residents sought to use sales tax dollars 
set aside for economic development. 
They were forced to look at other 
means to help start up their business 
when it was learned that there was 
no mechanism in place at City Hall to 
make those funds available.

If  adopted (there’s a long process 
to go through including forming 
committees, educating the public and 
holding a special election), it could be 
used to provide grants, loans and other 
eligible assistance for people seeking to 

start a new business.
A committee would be formed 

to review applications and make 
recommendations. Final approval for 
the dispersal of  funds would come 
from the Elgin City Council. Neither 
the mayor nor city council members 
can serve on the committee. The 
council’s sole responsibility is voting 
whether or not to approve awarding of  
sales tax dollars.

As Poehling pointed out during the 
presentation, the buildup of  sales 
tax funds to go into LB840-originated 
(commonly referred to as ‘start-up 
funds’) can be a slow process. But, as 
city officials attending the meeting 
pointed out, funds now set aside for 
economic development could be moved, 
if  approved by voters at a special 

election. The town hall meeting was 
attended by all four members of  the 
Elgin City Council, City Clerk Kristin 
Childers and Mayor Mike Schmitt.

 At the close of  the meeting, Schmitt 
asked if  everyone in attendance wanted 
to move forward? All agreed that LB840 
was necessary if  the community is 
going to grow in the years ahead.

Schmitt then asked those in 
attendance to come to a future meeting 
and bring along someone who would 
be interested in learning more about 
economic development opportunities 
associated with LB840.

No date has been set yet, but the idea 
tossed around at the meeting was to have 
a follow-up meeting a month or two from 
now. Anyone seeking more information 
should contact City Hall.

After town hall meeting, LB840 process to go forward
Follow-up meeting with interested citizens to be held in the coming months

From humble beginnings to 
today, the State Antique Trac-
tor & Horse Plowing Bee has 
drawn people of  all ages.

Such will be the case again 
as the event will mark the 40th 
annual observance of  this 
three-day spectacular.

Beginning Friday evening, 
August 26 and continuing 
through Sunday afternoon, ac-
tivities for all ages are planned 
to celebrate agriculture’s rich 
heritage here in Rae Valley.

Activities get underway Fri-
day around 5 p.m. with a trac-
tor cade which will be arriving 
from Creston.

Afterwards, there will be an 
open music jam & barn dance 
starting at 8 p.m. lasting well 
into the night.

Saturday activities start with 
a consignment auction at 9 
a.m. while working events will 
get underway at 11 a.m.

At noon an antique tractor 
pull will begin.

Other activities that day 
include potato digging and 
a ‘Parade of  Power.’ At dusk 
the steam engine spark show 
will begin. Also, there will be 
an open music jam and barn 
dance from 8-10 p.m.

A church service in the barn 
loft at 10 a.m. will kickoff  Sun-
day activities. Randy Pelster’s 
‘tractor talk’ begins at 11 a.m.

The walking plow, horse & 
mule plowing is scheduled to 
begin at 12:30 p.m.

Afternoon activities will in-
clude a kids pedal tractor pull 
contest, antique tractor plow-
ing, kids money scramble and 
much more.

As in past years, admission 
is free. The celebration is 
sponsored by the Rae Valley 
Heritage Association, Inc. 

The fascination between young 
boys and old tractors will again 
be on display near Petersburg. 
Shown atop a vintage Allis-
Chalmers tractor at last year’s 
celebration was Kahnen Pelster. 
File photo

On tap this
weekend is annual
antique tractor/
horse plowing bee

Homecoming royalty candidates at Pope John this year are (front row, l-r): Taylynne Charf, Sharon Bar-
tak, Skyler Meis and Emma Lea Ruterbories. Back row: Cale Kinney, Matthew Dilly, Paiton Hoefer, Linus 
Borer and Carter Beckman. Coronation will be held Sunday night, beginning at 7 p.m. at St. Boniface 
Gymnasium. E-R photo/LMorgan
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By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Robert J. Haskin, 40, of  Oak-
dale faced Taylor for arraign-
ment on a count of  disturb-

Haskin arraigned on disturbing the peace charge
ing the peace. Haskin was 
accompanied by Carney, who 
announced a plea bargain had 
been reached. Haskin pleaded 
guilty and Abler recommended 

a sentence of  12 days already 
served in the Antelope County 
Jail since his Aug. 5 arrest. 

“I was high on drugs and 
disturbed the peace of  … 
neighbors,” Haskin said before 
Taylor sentenced him to 11 
days in jail, with the extra day 
already served to be credited 
toward costs. Haskin was 
remanded back to the custody 
of  Antelope County Sheriff  
Robert Moore.

Taylor told him he would be 
transported back to the jail, 
“so you can get your clothes - 
if  you have any.”

According to a probable-
cause affidavit filed by Ante-
lope County Deputy Logan 
Lawson, he was dispatched, 
along with Neligh Rescue 
personnel, to a possible drug 
overdose in Oakdale. He 
encountered Haskin, who 
indicated he had attempted to 
inject methamphetamine, but 
believed he had injected fertil-
izer instead. According to the 
affidavit, Haskin was naked 
from the waist down, wrapped 
in a blanket. He was trans-
ported to Antelope Memorial 
Hospital where he jumped out 
of  the ambulance and walked 
into the emergency room, 
before running down a hallway 
and attempting to run from the 
ER several times. He was “con-
tinually restrained” by officers 

See COURT, Page Eight
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Sixty Years Ago
August 23, 1962

Type III Sabin oral polio 
vaccine will be given at the 
American Legion Hall Sunday, 
Sept., 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. John 
Flaherty , Kenneth Bennett 
and Henry Janning were 
appointed to handle collections 
during the immunization 
program.

A compiled record of  Elgin’s 
summer baseball program, 
started in 1959 with Jerry 
Mundorf  as coach, reveals that 
local teams (all groups) have 
won 104 games and lost 12. An 
interesting sidelight of  Jerry 
Mundorf ’s coaching record 
here, shows that his teams 
and won 150 games and lost 32. 
This includes the Elgin High 
School football and basketball 
teams (two years) and the 
summer baseball record (four 
years.)

Hot, summer weather the 
past week pushed the cool 
front out of  this region, with 
temperatures ranging in the 
upper 90’s, however a few light 
showers brought some relief  
and needed moisture.      

Fifty Years Ago
August 24, 1972 

Addie Batie was presented 
a plaque by Elgin Chamber of  
Commerce President Duane 
Johnson Monday night for her 
50-years of  business in Elgin. 
The plaque also represents a 
lifetime membership in the 
chamber.  The presentation 
was made during the cham-
ber’s annual picnic at the the 
park with 40 members and 
guests present. 

Trees were removed along 
the east side of  the street 
which borders the property 
recently purchased by School 
Dist. 18 Board of  Education. 
The area will be utilized as 
playground. A single trailer 
was moved onto the school 
grounds directly east of  the 
two double trailers at the 
Elgin Public School. The new 
facility will be used for Title I 
Remedial Reading. 

Thirty Years Ago
September 2, 1992

A total of  94 students started 
the 1992-93 school year at St. 
Boniface Schools in Elgin. 
Beginning enrollment at Pope 
John Central Catholic School 
declined by eight students 
from last year going from 
123 students last year to 115 
students this year. 

Lisa (Boes) Schumacher 
of  rural Elgin and Teresa 
(Sullivan) Heying of  rural 
Petersburg are both first year 
teachers at Albion this year. 

Mrs. Schumacher, daughter 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Gene Boes of  
Elgin, is teaching fifth through 
eighth grade science and math 
at St. Michael’s in Albion. Mrs. 
Heying, daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Sullivan of  Elgin, is 
teaching elementary special 
education in kindergarten 
through fifth grades at Albion 
Public Schools.    

Twenty Years Ago
August 28, 2002

An estimated 700 people 
attended a street dance 

Looking Back
sponsored by Friends of  St. 
Boniface School last Friday, 
August 23rd, on Maple Street 
in Elgin. The “Rumbles” 
entertained with a mix of  old 
rock ‘n’ roll and other types of  
music. 

A total of  201 students began 
the 2002-03 school year at Elgin 

Public Schools, representing an 
increase of  six students from 
last year’s year total count. 
However, the kindergarten 
through 12th grade enrollment 
declined by 10 students from a 
total of  195 last year to 185 this 
year. 

Two basketball courts in 

It Pays To 
Advertise!

front of  St. Boniface Church 
and School have always been 
a popular spot for local youths 
to play on evenings and 
weekends. However, vandalism 
damage to the basketball hoops 

had become very expensive 
for the parish. Three of  the 
new hoops were damaged 
leaving only one goal in usable 
condition. 

By Jessie Reestman 

See STRESS, Page Five

            
 

              Call for an Appointment!    

      Antelope Memorial Hospital’s   

Lab Screenings:  PSA (Men) - $25  
Hemoglobin A1C - $15 

  CBC, TSH, Chem & Lipid Panel - $40                     
            (Valued over $400)  *Fast 12 hrs 

 

Discounted Lab Specials • 6-9am  
Wed., Sept. 7th & Fri., Sept. 9th 

 

*Payment of cash  
or check required at      

time of service 
Lab charges are not  

submitted to insurance 

 

For appt. (required), 
call 402.887.6257        

      amhne.org  

Continuing on in my series 
all about weight loss, we have 
another extremely important 
topic to cover: stress.

Stress plays a huge role in 
holding onto weight, especially 
weight around the midsection 
that will not budge no matter 
how hard you try. Stress comes 
from common, obvious areas 
in our lives, but can also creep 
in through other, not-so-obvi-
ous areas. When it comes to 
achieving any weight loss goal, 
however, we must consider 

all the 
stressors 
in our 
lives and 
how we 
can work 
to reduce 
them!

The 
Sources 
of  Stress:
Nutri-
tion

Ar-
tificial 
sweeten-
ers, vege-
table oils, 
gluten, 
soy, and 
sugar are 
all major 
sources 

of  dietary stress.
Work/Career

We spend most of  our time 
at work or doing work, so it 
makes sense that if  we are 
dreading going to work or are 
drained and overworked in our 
profession that we would suf-
fer health effects as a result.
Finances

This is another obvious 
stressor - if  you are struggling 
to make ends meet or have the 
perception that you do (regard-
less of  whether it’s true or 
not), finances can have a huge 
impact on your stress levels. 
Home environment

Similar to your work en-
vironment, if  your home 
isn’t a place where you feel 
welcomed, safe, or literally at 
home, this can be a stressor on 
your body. 
Relationships

Our relationships with our 
family, friends, co-workers, 
and anyone else that we are in 
contact with on a regular basis 
is a huge factor in our stress 
levels. 
Environmental toxins

Our cleaning and beauty 
products are loaded with 
chemicals and toxins that are 
creating a huge inflammatory 
problem in our bodies, which 
in turn creates a stressful 
environment. The plethora of  
sprays, scents, and products 
that we use on a daily basis is 
overwhelming. 
Exercise

Exercise can be a twofold 
stressor. Not exercising 
enough or having a sedentary 
lifestyle is a huge stressor on 
the body, as well as overexer-
cising or exercising too much. 
Poor gut health

Our gut health is literally 
the powerhouse of  our entire 
health. If  our gut health is off  
for any reason due to antibi-
otic usage, stress, too much/
too little exercise, poor food 
choices, or lack of  sleep, our 
ability to fight off  stress suf-
fers significantly. 
Sleep

Not getting enough quality 
sleep is a huge source of  stress 
on our bodies. Sleep is a time 
of  repairing and recovery for 
our bodies, and when we de-
prive our bodies of  sleep, our 
inflammation levels rise, creat-
ing a stressful environment in 
the body. 

Other minor sources of  
stress:

Anxiety and depression
Excess alcohol
Overuse of  NSAIDs
Physical or emotional 

trauma
Erratic blood sugar levels
Overwhelming schedules
Fear of  the unknown, worry
Poor body image or self-con-

fidence (mindset!)
The effects of  stress are 

varied and numerous, but they 
can be managed and reduced 
with carefully decisions. Let’s 
discuss some of  the strategies 
I recommend to help reduce 
stress in your life:
Relax, Breathe, and Calm 
Down

In order to properly reduce 
and manage stress, we must 
take some time to breathe 
deeply and relax. This allows 
us to get into a parasympa-
thetic state where our body is 
relaxed.
Saying “No”

Learning to say “no” to the 

Understanding
the sources
of stress
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

favoring one over the other. 
It’s likely the issue will come up next session 

with a crop of  new senators. Until then, term-lim-
ited Ricketts said he will continue to “affirm the 
rights of  preborn babies and to support pregnant 
women, children, and families in need.”

Senators like Hunt say they will continue their 
opposition. Assuredly, both sides will be counting 

The Nebraska Legislature will not call a special 
session to amend the state’s abortion laws.

 In the end, it wasn’t about killing babies or giv-
ing women a choice. It was about numbers.

Yes, numbers. That cold, hard political fact that 
one side didn’t have the 33 votes they would need – 
by the rules of  the Legislature – to stop an ex-

pected filibuster that would 
delay passage of  the bill.

Lawmakers failed to pass 
a so-called trigger bill dur-
ing the last regular session 
that would have kicked in if  
the United States Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. 
Wade. When the decision 
was made, speculation was 
strong that a special session 
might be called.

But Speaker of  the Legis-
lature Mike Hilgers subse-
quently sent Governor Pete 
Ricketts a letter stating that 
30 state senators would vote 
for legislation that would 
have prohibited abortions 
starting at 12 weeks. Thirty-
three votes were needed to 
overcome a filibuster and 
pass legislation. The state’s 

current statute restricts abortion at and after 20 
weeks.

Following his announcement several weeks ago 
that he wouldn’t call a special session, Ricketts 
said “Nebraskans need to have more conversations 
on the value we place on human life so more mean-
ingful protections can be passed in our state.” 

Abortion bans aren’t popular. Any time govern-
ment tries to come between a patient and a doctor 
— Nebraskans know that’s none of  their busi-
ness,” said State Sen. Meghan Hunt of  Omaha, a 
Democrat and vocal opponent of  the measure. 

Times have changed in the officially nonparti-
san Nebraska Legislature. 

Thirty years ago, the first major anti-abortion 
legislation in Nebraska was offered and supported 
by Democrat senators: Bernice Labedz, Tim Hall 
and John Lindsay of  Omaha and Cap Dierks of  
Ewing. All four were Catholic as well. But non-
Catholic Nelson signed some of  those measures 
into law.

So, if  it wasn’t political party, it was about reli-
gion? Not that I observed. Those early anti-abor-
tion debates were passionate and issue focused. 
There may have been lines drawn, but they didn’t 
lead to filibuster and floor fights. 

That culture has changed on many issues in the 
modern Legislature. Given the number of  filibus-
ters during regular sessions in recent years, pas-
sions seem to run deeper. Or perhaps, senators are 
wearing their emotions on their sleeves. I’m sorry, 
but you don’t have to go to every fight to which you 
are invited.

Terminology has changed. There is keen interest 
in the “woke” culture. Merriam Webster and oth-
ers define “woke” as being increasingly used as a 
byword for social awareness. It has also been used 
in pejorative terms for someone with left-leaning 
political thought. Thirty years ago, legislative ob-
servers were more interested in the awake culture, 
as in which senators were paying attention to the 
issue being debated. 

Party politics has threatened the very nonpar-
tisan nature of  the Legislature. There are more 
Republicans than Democrats on the state’s election 
roles. There are far more Republicans in the Legis-
lature than Democrats. The Republican Party has 
poured money into legislative races. The gover-
nor has used his own money to defeat candidates, 
sometimes when two Republicans are running, See RICKETTS, Page Eight

Lawmakers can’t must enough 
votes for special session on abortion

how many votes they have.
What if  we all realized the issue is a moral one, 

not mathematical or political. I happen to think 
that might make a big difference. 

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

Every American deserves to feel 
safe in their community. 

Yet over the last few years, vio-
lent crime has spiked across the 
country.

Defunding the police or taking 
resources away from our men 
and women in blue is never the 
answer. 

Instead, we must provide law 
enforcement with the support and 
tools they need to carry out their 
duties.

That’s why I recently joined 
some of  my colleagues in intro-
ducing legislation to clarify and 
strengthen violent crime laws. 
This includes homicide, bank rob-
bery, carjacking, kidnapping, and 
other offenses.

Legal loopholes and outdated 
provisions for violent federal 
offenses have contributed to the 
dramatic increase in criminal 
activity many regions are experi-
encing. 

The bill, known as the Combat-
ing Violent and Dangerous Crime 
Act, would clarify and enhance 
penalties for a broad range of  vio-

lent crimes.
This is 

sensible 
legislation 
to restore 
account-
ability for 
certain vio-
lent crimes 
and protect 
public safety. 
It should 
receive 
bipartisan 
support, yet 
so far, no 
Democrats 
have cospon-
sored the 
bill.

Another 
aspect of  
public safety 

is our southern border.The Biden 
Administration not only has 
failed to secure the border, but 
also has made policy decisions 
that weaken border security.

This June, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) had 
an astounding 207,416 migrant 
encounters. Total encounters 
since October 2021 have reached 
1,746,119, which is the most the 
agency has recorded in a fiscal 
year for 6 decades. 

The Administration’s failure to 
secure the border poses a serious 
threat to public safety. 

Thousands of  migrants con-
tinue to enter the country un-
checked, and we continue to see 
harms from human trafficking 
and drug smuggling. In particular, 
drug cartels take advantage of  
vulnerabilities at the border to 
smuggle dangerous narcotics like 
fentanyl into communities across 
the country.

At every turn, the Biden Admin-
istration has pursued lenient im-
migration policies and demonized 
CBP officers who risk their lives 
to enforce our borders. 

Public safety

The right path to resilient communities
Recently I joined several of  my colleagues at 

a roundtable hosted by the Energy, Climate, and 
Conservation (ECC) Task 
Force to discuss proven 
solutions to help build 
resilient communities 
around our country by, in 
part, effectively address-
ing threats of  storms, 
floods, wildfires, droughts, 
and more. Nebraskans 
have been hit hard by 
costly and tragic disasters 
in recent years, and the 
large wildfires our state 
has experienced this year 
require a comprehensive 
evaluation of  our preven-
tion and response policies.

According to the U.S. 
Geological Survey na-
tionwide, 80 percent of  
the freshwater resources 
in the U.S. originate on 

forested land, and more than 3,400 public drink-
ing water systems are located in watersheds 
containing national forest lands. Proper man-
agement of  these lands would make a sig-
nificant difference in the maximization of  our 
water supply and prevention of  wildfires, which 
spread quickly through neglected forest land. 
Furthermore, the Army Corps of  Engineers has 
an estimated $109 billion backlog of  congressio-
nally authorized projects to strengthen Amer-
ica’s waterway networks and protect against 
storm and flood damages.

Science-based solutions empower cooperation 
between local industries and communities in ad-
dition to fostering proper care for and use of  our 
environment. We don’t have to choose between 
being good stewards of  the environment and 
economic prosperity; however, recent policies 
advanced by the Biden administration and Con-
gressional Democrats in their bill – the Inflation 
Act – demonstrate a rejection of  the best path to 
sustainability.

The recent enactment of  the Inflation Act is 
just one example. Government tax-and-spend 

policies have led our economy into a recession, 
and this legislation is more of  the same – sad-
dling the American people with new energy 
taxes sure to disproportionately affect middle- 
and lower-income families through higher fuel 
and utility costs. Additionally, the $350 billion 
in spending on Green New Deal priorities in the 
Inflation Act will only exacerbate the energy 
and supply chain crises we currently face.

I opposed the Inflation Act when it passed the 
House because I recognize how it falls short of  
the sound policymaking the American people 
deserve.

Recently I joined dozens of  my colleagues in 
sending a letter to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) raising concerns over proposed 
revisions to the labeling and mitigation require-
ments for the herbicide atrazine—an important 
product used to protect corn, sorghum, sugar-
cane, and a variety of  other crops from damag-
ing weeds. For nearly 60 years, atrazine has 
been a reliable and proven herbicide for effec-
tive and efficient sustainable farming practices. 
Our nation’s producers rely on crop protection 

tools such as atrazine to help provide the safest, 
most abundant, and most affordable food, fiber, 
and fuel supply in the world.

Since his decision to kill the Keystone XL 
pipeline on day one of  his presidency, President 
Biden has committed to an agenda defined by 
bloated government spending, poor stewardship 
in the management of  federal lands, and EPA 
overreach, as well as continued missed opportu-
nities to secure American energy independence. 
President Biden should be ending the federal 
freeze on oil and gas leases, expediting approval 
of  the 4,400 pending applications for permits to 
drill pipeline and energy development. While 
Democrats continue to take our country in the 
wrong direction, 

Republicans are ready to build resilient com-
munities by unlocking American resources and 
innovation, beating China and Russia, pursuing 
conservation with a purpose, and lowering costs 
for American families. 

Rest assured, I will continue working to ad-
vance commonsense solutions to Nebraskans’ 
most pressing challenges.

See FISCHER, Page Five

We’re successfully growing Nebraska and creat-
ing jobs here in the Good Life.  Nebraska had the 
nation’s lowest average unemployment rate in 2020 
and 2021, and we do again so far in 2022.  In fact, we 
currently have the lowest unemployment rate in 
state history at 1.9%.  As of  Sunday, August 14th, 
the State’s job website (NEworks.nebraska.gov) 
listed 51,835 available openings.

This abundance of  jobs benefits Nebraska’s 
families.  Earlier this month, the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation released their annual Kids Count Data 
Book with information on child welfare in all 50 
states.  Nebraska ranked #1 for children’s econom-
ic wellbeing.  That makes sense.  When there are 
plenty of  jobs available, parents can readily find 
work to take care of  their kids. 

While our state’s historically low unemployment 
rate is great for Nebraskans looking for their next 
career opportunity, it poses challenges for busi-
nesses and State agencies looking to hire great 
people.  In this labor market, employers must be 
creative to recruit and retain the talent they need 
to grow.

We’ve been working since 2015 to create a talent 
pipeline to connect Nebraska’s graduates with the 
great-paying jobs being created here in the Good 
Life.  We’re beginning our efforts as early as 7th 
grade with the Developing Youth Talent Initiative 
(DYTI), continuing them with high school career 

academies, and then extending them to post-sec-
ondary education through our Career Scholarship 
program and Registered Ap-
prenticeships.
DYTI

I worked with the Legisla-
ture to launch DYTI in 2015.  
DYTI provides competitive 
grants to for-profit compa-
nies, who partner with area 
schools to design innovative 
learning experiences that 
inspire 7th and 8th graders to 
explore careers in manufac-
turing, information technol-
ogy, and other high-growth 
industries.  Middle school is 
the time when students begin 
to gravitate toward a course 
of  study based on their ex-
periences and relationships.  
Gaining exposure to great-
paying, in-demand careers at 
this age greatly increases the 
likelihood that students will 
pursue them. 

Since its inception, DYTI grants have reached 

Growing Nebraska by developing our people
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From Page Three
Stresss
activities, people, and things 
that don’t bring you joy is a 
huge step in clearing your 
mind and body of  stress.
Finding Joy in the Little 
Things

When we are stressed, it’s far 
too easy to get caught up in the 
monotonous cycle of  everyday 
life. You have to go outside of  
yourself  to find little things 
each day that bring you joy. 
Essential Oils

Lavender is one of  the best 
essential oils to help you calm 
down, but there are other 
great options as well including 
Frankincense, Balance, Peace, 
and Serenity (oils by doTerra, 
among many other options).
Exercise

If  you aren’t exercise, head-
ing outside for a leisurely walk 
in nature will go a long way 
in reducing stress. Yoga is 
another popular option as well 
as it helps center the mind and 
body. I also recommend smart 
weight training for those that 
are stressed, as excess steady-
state cardio (running, the 
elliptical, or biking typically) 
will only make your stress 
levels worse. 
Sleep

Stress and sleep are so inti-
mately combined. In order to 

reduce stress, we must be get-
ting enough quality sleep. 
Nutrition

Obviously, we need to be 
eating plenty of  real, whole, 
nourishing foods in order to 
combat stress. Focusing on 
real, whole food and eating in 
a PFC balanced manner that 
helps support your blood sugar 
is the best way to help continue 
to reduce and manage stress.
Self-care

Developing a self-care rou-
tine is a huge factor in recover-
ing from stress. 

Taking time to yourself, 
sitting in silence, getting a 
massage, doing activities that 
bring you joy, loving your body 
and yourself  - these are all 
huge pieces of  self-care that 
cannot be undermined. 
Gut Health

Healing your gut health is 
vital to reducing inflammation 
and stress in the body. I recom-
mend eating a real food diet, 
taking a high quality probiotic 
supplement or eating probiotic 
rich foods, and focusing on 
sleep. 
Journaling

Taking time out of  your day 
to write down your thoughts is 
a great way to rationalize those 
thoughts. So often, we get too 
caught up in our own minds 

that we have a hard time real-
ize what thoughts are actually 
realistic and rational. 
Seek Out Help

When in doubt, seek out the 
help of  a counselor or health 
coach to help you on your 
stress journey. It’s not easy, but 
it’s also even harder to go at it 

alone.
Other Strategies to Manage 

and Reduce Stress:
Book a massage
Hire a housekeeper once a 

month
Call a friend or write a letter 

to a friend
Sit outside and get some 

sunshine (vitamin D is super 
helpful!)

Take 5 deep belly breaths be-
fore each meal or major event 
of  your day

Pray
Eliminate negative thinking 

patterns
Regardless of  how you go 

about it, reducing stress is a 
huge piece of  the puzzle when 
it comes to achieving weight 
loss goals. 

You can try and out-diet and 
out-exercise stress, but when it 
comes down to it, it won’t work 
until you address the real rea-
sons why you are so stressed!

In my previous April column, I discussed President Biden’s mis-
guided effort to end the Title 42 border authority prematurely – a 
crucial pandemic-era tool to help border agents control migrant 
flows. A judge has thankfully blocked the administration from 
ending the provision for the time being.

Despite the ongoing crisis, the Biden Administration is still 
intent on reversing President Trump’s successful border policies. 
Most recently, the administration ended the Migrant Protection 
Protocols (MPP). The MPP program is critical for organizing 
migrant entry into the United States, reducing the volume of  mi-
grants released into the country, and expediting asylum decisions. 

In the program’s first year, apprehensions along the southern 
border dropped by 30%.

Again, this is the wrong decision by the Biden Administration. 

Softening our immigration policies and procedures will only 
worsen the chaos at the southern border.

There are a number of  legislative solutions Congress can and 
should pursue to counteract these border blunders.

This includes the Keep Our Communities Safe Act – a bill I 
recently joined that would close a legal loophole perpetuating 
“catch and release” immigration practices. 

I’ve also joined legislation to require the Department of  Home-
land Security to complete a comprehensive strategy for securing 
the southern border and efforts to combat human smuggling and 
drug trafficking.

If  passed, these bills would have an immediate and positive 
impact on border security. Current administration policies and 
an open border are a direct threat to public safety. We must act to 
secure the border and enhance public safety.

From Page Four
Fischer
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And now it
all begins! 

ELGIN — Sad to say friends, 
this week marks the end.

For all practical purposes, 
summer ends with the start 
of  high school and college 
football.

That’s right - it’s pigskin 
time baby!

For your favorite teams 
- EPPJ Wolfpack and the 
Huskers - the games count 
starting this weekend. For 
the Wolfpack they start the 
season expecting to play well 
into November. Coach Greg 
Wemhoff  knows the talent 
that he has on hand. It’s great 
talent. But great talent doesn’t 
win games, teams focused on 
executing each and every play 
to near perfection wins games.

The players know the sweet 
nectar of  victory. They drank 
at that well three times in the 
state playoffs last season and 
return just about everybody 
from that team.

And it all begins at the 
toughest spot to play. The 
Wolfpack have had little 
success in recent years against 
Humphrey St. Francis. The 
Flyers have had the Wolfpack’s 
number. Last year’s game 
was competitive well into the 
second half  before St. Francis 
pulled away.

This year, on Friday night, 
I think EPPJ is going to give 
St. Francis a dose of  their own 
medicine. I expect EPPJ to win 
by double-digits.

*****
I have extra reason this 

season to follow the Huskers. 
My great nephew Travis 

Vokolek 
was 
named 
one of  
four team 
captains 
for the 
2022 
season.

He and 
the rest 
of  the 
Huskers 
may be 
playing 
with 
extra 
purpose 
this 
season. 
Coach 
Frost 
enters 

his fifth season at the helm of  
the Huskers and there’s good 
reason to believe if  the team 
doesn’t post a winning record 
it could be his last season.

I know from talking to Travis 
and Husker football alumni, 
the team is determined to post 
a winning record and go to a 
bowl game. 

I bleed Husker red like many 
of  you do. And I believe there 
is a mountain to climb if  
Nebraska is to regain it’s ‘blue 
blood’ status among the great 
college teams. 

There’s every reason to 
believe this season could be 
the turn around season Husker 
fans have been waiting for ever 
since Frost was hired. My best 
guess is the Huskers go 8-4 or 
7-5 and will be rewarded with 
a bowl game. If  that happens I 
will be elated.

*****
This week also marks 

the start of  the high school 
volleyball season. EPPJ has 
a habit of  ‘reloading’ every 
season and this season should 
be no different. We lost some 
good players due to graduation, 
but the team is loaded with 
talent and if  they gel then 
they too could see their season 
extended into November.

The Charf  sisters are going 
to be fun to watch this year, 
the last year they will play 
together on the Wolfpack. 

Wolfpack fans have every 
good reason to follow the team 
home and away.

*****
Then there’s this — Friday 

we had wonderful visitors 
at the office. First our good 
friends Mark and Lisa 
Lautzenheiser stopped in. 
They came over from Wayne 
after moving their youngest 
child to college. They’re now 
empty nesters. I suspect like 
everybody else, they will get 
use to it. Nobody loves their 
kids more than Lisa and 
Mark do! They went home 
with one of  our new Wolfpack 
calendars, just showing that 

See TALES, Page 11

This year’s Wolfpack volleyball team consists of (front row, l-r): Baylee Busteed, Keyera Eisenhauer, Sharon Bartak, Skyler Meis, Maddie Kolm, Taylynne Charf, Ashlynne Charf 
and Brenna Martinsen. Second row: managers Gemma Miller and Kinley Drueke, Laia Domingo, Seli Tadesse, Reese Stuhr, Tessa Barlow, Quinn Hoefer, Halle Lueking, Kayton 
Zwingman, Camryn Kittelson, Jaydalynn Chessmore, Haley Parks and managers Brooke Kinney and Braelyn Martinsen and player/manager Kyndal Busteed. Back row: Ass’t. 
Coach Sandi Henn, Kaitey Schumacher, Julianna McNally, Olivia Klein, Jazmine McNally, Kate Furstenau, Sara Bode, Chloe Henn, Brooklyn Meis, Natalie Burenheide, Abriel 
VonBonn, Callie Heithoff, Eliza Borer, manager Elizabeth Moser, Ass’t. Coach Kim Zwingman and Head Coach Liz Selting. E-R photo/DMorgan

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — Winning 21 matches in 
her first season as Wolfpack volleyball 
coach, Liz Selting returns a talented 
lineup eager to make a postseason 
march to the state tournament.

One year ago the Wolfpack reached 
the zenith of  their season by winning 
the Niobrara Valley Conference 
Tournament in October. Then, when the 
postseason arrived, the team’s season 
came to an abrupt end against Lindsay/
Holy Family in the first round of  sub-
districts.

“We tasted some success with the 
NVC championship,” Selting said 
while poolside as the team wrapped 
up conditioning week. “Going into 
subdistrict I think we kind of  knew 
we were up against some tough 
competition. We fought hard … but we 
realized we were up with the ‘big dogs’ 
and I think they realized we were right 
up there with them.”

Selting said the subdistrict match 
was a ‘measuring stick’ to know what 
it takes. 

“This year we return a healthy team. 
We’re all healthy,” Selting said.

A deep squad, the Wolfpack will be 
working hard at the start of  the season 
to fill the void created by graduation. 
Gone are Kaylee Ramold, Lexi Bode 
and Abby Hemenway, key contributors 
to last year’s 21-9 record. Bode led the 
team in kills (230) and ace serves (36). 
Ramold was a leader in the back row 
and Hemenway was a force as a middle 
blocker.

“Those three seniors had a lot of  
leadership and we’re going to miss 
them a lot. But I think this next group 
is stepping up. I had a lot of  young 
players on varsity last year and I think 
those girls are going to step up,” Selting 
said.

Four seniors are on this year’s roster 
- Maddie Kolm, Skyler Meis, Taylynne 
Charf  and Sharon Bartak. Kolm, Meis 

and Charf  all played significant roles 
last year. Kolm and Meis combined for 
253 kills and 47 solo blocks. They will 
have bigger numbers this year. The 
quarterback of  the team is Charf  who, 
coming off  an injury, came on in the 
second half  of  the season to lead the 
team with 312 set assists. She is backed 
up by junior Baylee Busteed who had 
285 set assists. Bartak will offer the 
Wolfpack strong back row play in her 
first season on the varsity.

Junior Ashlynne Charf  should be a 
force at the net this year. Coming off  
an injury which limited her at the start 
of  last season she had 71 kills and 25 
blocks. 

Now 100 percent healthy, Charf ’s 
numbers should increase as she takes 
on a leadersip role.

Add to the mix Brenna Martinsen 
(coming off  injury), Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Sara Bode, Chloe Henn, 
Katie Furstenau, Brooklyn Meis, 
Jasmine McNally and Abriel VonBonn 

and you have the makings of  a squad 
who can easily contend for another 
conference volleyball tournament 
championship.

“I think these girls really blend 
together very well. I think they are 
really encouraging of  each other this 
year. They want the best and I think they 
know what success looks like. So I think 
they will do what they need to do to have 
success.”

Selting said the only way the geam 
is going to get to their goals is working 
together and being supportive of  each 
other.

It won’t take long for the volleyball 
team to know how good they can be. 
They will start the season on the road at 
Lutheran High Northeast and Burwell, 
perennially two tough foes.

As it is with every volleyball season, 
it’s important to be playing your best 
volleyball come October. Look for the 
Wolfpack to be one of  the best teams in 
the area this season. 

Talented roster leaves EPPJ wanting more in ‘22

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — On a cold 
November night, we last 
saw the Wolfpack under the 
lights coming up one game 
short of  a trip to the D2 State 
Championship game.

That loss to Sandhills/
Thedford, as bitter as it may 
have been to the players, 
coaches and fans, may have 
lit a fire in this year’s team as 
there’s unfinished business to 
tend to.

Elgin Public-Pope John 
enters the 2022 season as 
one of  the biggest (in terms 
of  numbers) of  the Class D2 
schools AND (in the eyes of  
many) one of  the best teams in 
the state.

There’s a quiet optimism 
that everything the team sets 
out to do this season can be 
accomplished, every deficit 
on the scoreboard can be 
overcome whether at home 
or on the road. Why? Because 
the players on the team did 
it when it counted most last 
season. They went on the road 
in the opening round of  the 
playoffs and defeated O’Neill 
St. Mary’s, they fell behind by 
double-digits then rallied to 

rout Bloomfield, then made the 
season’s longest road trip to 
Johnson where they took down 
Johnson-Brock.

All but one starter from 
last year’s team returns this 
season.

“We are a confident group,” 
Coach Greg Wemhoff  said 
just days ago. “There’s an 
excitement and a confidence 
level there that I didn’t see (at 
the start of  last season).”

Leading the charge will be a 
talented backfield of  tailback 
Jack Wemhoff, quarterback 
Paiton Hoefer and fullback 
Cale Kinney. Time and time 
again last year, Wemhoff  
followed Kinney through the 
line for big yardage. Wemhoff  
finished with 1,937 yards 
rushing (over five yards per 
carry). Wemhoff ’s backup, 
Austin Good, gained almost 300 
yards in limited action.

Hoefer made everything 
happen. He threw for almost 
900 yards and 18 touchdowns, 
but it was his legs that took 
the Wolfpack to the next level. 
He rushed for 757 yards and 
10 touchdowns, many coming 
on quarterback option plays. 
His backup this season will be 
junior Gage Thiessen.

With all-state player 
Colton Wright gone due to 
graduation, Blake Henn 
will emerge as the team’s 
top target. He averaged 24 
yards per reception last 
season, finishing with four 
touchdowns. Another target 
will be tight end Dylon 
Lueking.

The offensive line, anchored 
by center Ethan Hinkle and 
linemen Carter Beckman, 
Nick Anderson and David 
Durre controlled the line of  
scrimmage more and more 
as the season went along. 
Add to the mix good size 
with Henn, Taylor Beckman, 
Sam Hemenway and a slew 
of  talented sophomores and 
freshmen hungry for playing 
time, the offense will be as 
great as it wants to be.

On the other side of  the 
ball, the Wolfpack defense last 
season got better and better 
from September thru the 
end of  the season. Lueking 
was a beast on defense last 
year, leading the team with 
123 tackles, Wemhoff  had 
109 and Anderson posted 96. 
With a season behind him, 
Hemenway should be even 
stronger as he constantly put 

pressure on opposing team’s 
quarterbacks. Blake Henn was 
second on the team last season 
in quarterback sacks with 3.5.

One area where the team was 
exceptional last season was 
forcing turnovers. They had 
13 interceptions and 11 fumble 
recoveries. 

Kinney, Lueking and Hoefer 
led the team with three 
interceptions each. Lueking, 
Wemhoff, Hoefer and Henn tied 
for the team-high in fumble 
recoveries with two apiece.

If  there’s one area where 
the team needs to improve, 
Coach Wemhoff  said it would 
be special teams. “I think 
our kicking game needs to 
be better and our kickoff  
coverage too.” He said last 
year’s loss to Humphrey 
St. Francis came, in part, 
to kickoff  coverage where 
a touchdown return in the 
second half  was instrumental 
in the Flyers’ victory.

The Wolfpack will get a 
chance early to find out how 
good they are and what areas 
need to be worked on when 
they face the Flyers Friday 
night on the road at Humphrey. 
“It doesn’t matter when you 
play St. Francis, they’re gonna 

have a good football team. 
They’re going to be disciplined 
to do things right … Knowing 
that we’re going to have to play 
well right away, I was glad that 
schedule came out, to see that 
game first. The kids are excited 
to play St. Francis right away. 
I think it’s a good measuring 
stick.”

Another big game will be 
the last regular season game 
at O’Neill St. Mary’s. And 
then there’s a new team on the 
schedule - Ainsworth which 
will be an afternoon game 
midway through the season.

Coach Wemhoff  will have 
two new faces on the sidelines. 
Nick Heithoff, Kyle Heithoff  
and Matt Euse will be assistant 
coaches.

The Wolfpack enter the 
season as one of  the best teams 
in Class D2 on paper. The 
Lincoln Journal-Star, in their 
preseason poll, ranked the 
Wolfpack #2. Howells-Dodge is 
ranked #1.

The players and coaches 
will do their best to show it on 
the field in front of  their fans 
home and away.

This team can be as good as 
it wants to be.

Excitement building for ‘22 EPPJ football team

Ready to start the season are the 2022 Wolfpack football team. Members are (front row, l-r): Collin Lindgren, David Durre, Jack Wemhoff, Cale Kinney, Paiton Hoefer, Ethan 
Hinkle, Carter Beckman, Linus Borer, William Heilhecker and Austin Good. Second row: Manager Evin Pelster, Kellan Hoefer, Taylor Beckman, Dylon Lueking, Gage Thiessen, 
Sam Hemenway, Blake Henn, Nick Anderson, Dylon Parks, Kaeden Schwarting and Dylan Kolm. Middle row: Manager Michael Selting, Aiden Klein, Trey Rittscher, Isaac Hem-
enway, Karson Kallhoff, Jarek Erickson, Kaiden Bode, Landyn Veik, Grady Drueke and Ticen Sparr. Back row: Managers Brayden Burenheide and Gavin Kallhoff, Ass’t. Coach 
Matt Euse, Ass’t. Coach Nick Heithoff, Ass’t. Coach Kyle Kallhoff, Head Coach Greg Wemhoff, managers Max Henn and Justice Blecher. E-R photo/LMorgan
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Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, August 29: Ring bologna fried, with onions, green 

peppers, potatoes; 3-bean salad, peaches, milk.
Tuesday, August 30: Ham salad sandwich, macaroni salad, 

relish cup, strawberries, milk.
Wednesday, August 31: Hamburger pizza, lettuce salad, 

pineapple, milk.
Thursday, September 1: Chicken strips, French fries, pea 

salad, grapes, milk.
Friday, September 2: Sloppy joes, tator tots, green beans, 

mandarin oranges, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided

by the Community Center and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 

and older. Under 60 is $8.50. Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15 p.m. Meals are served Monday thru Friday.

Community Center Menus

Members of the first-ever Wolfpack cross country team are (l-r): Emma Kinney, Matthew Dilly, Corbin Kinney and Jovie Vaisvilas. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Season starts next week for Wolfpack XC team
By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — And now for 
something new.

For the first time as a sports 
co-op, the Wolfpack will 
compete in cross country.

Four athletes will put their 
names in the history books as 
the first cross country team 
to don the Wolfpack colors in 
NSAA-sanctioned meets.

A new team means a new 
coach. Tiffany Moser will head 
up the program’s inaugural 
season. Having competed 
in cross country in high 
school (Corning, Iowa) and at 
Morningside College, Coach 
Moser knows what it will 
take to make the Wolfpack 
successful when they line up at 
the starting line.

“They have a competitive 
side to them,” she said about 
the team. “They are all goal-
oriented.”

Four athletes are training 
now for the first meet which 
will be held Friday, Sept. 2, at 
the Albion Country Club.

Corbin Kinney is the most 
experienced runner on the 
team, having competed in track 
for the Wolfpack. He helped 
lead the Wolfpack to a berth at 
the State Track Championships 
last season as a member of  the 
4X100 relay team.

“Corbin provides us with a 
lot of  leadership,” Coach Moser 
said.

Three other athletes who 
hope to shine on the course are 
Matthew Dilly, Emma Kinney 
and Jovie Vaisvilas who, Coach 
Moser said, are rounding into 
shape. She said all four athletes 
are improving with each 
practice.

“To be a good cross country 
athlete, you need a lot of  
motivation,” she said. “that 
drive to want to be out there 
and trying to get yourself  up 
on those times that you do not 
want to go out and run.”

Right now, in preparation 
to the start of  the season, the 

team is running between 10 
and 20 miles each week. Coach 
Moser expects, by the end 
of  the season, the number 
will rise to between 25 and 30 
miles.

“With it being so new to 
them,” she said, “I want 
to make sure they’re not 
overdoing it because I remind 
them of  that. Workout days 
are important, but also having 
the rest day in there is just as 
important.”

Coach Moser said 
conditioning is key. She’s 
working with her runners on 
pace, saying she’s not looking 

for her team to sprint to the 
finish line, but to maintain a 
strong pace throughout the 5K 
(3.1 miles) course.

What makes cross country 
a great fan sport, she said, is 
that parents and fans alike can 
cheer the Wolfpack at different 
spots along the course in 
addition to the start and finish 
line.

The schedule is busy 
throughout the month of  
September and wraps up in 
October with district and state 
events.

There’s plenty to cheer about 
with this, the first EPPJ cross 

country team. 
Come out and support the 

team this season!
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— read the 
Public Notices.

Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education

Public Notices
WHEELER CENTRAL BOARD 

OF EDUCATION
August Meeting
August 8, 2022

The Wheeler Central Board of 
Education regular meeting was 
held on August 8, 2022. Chair-
man Kasselder called the meet-
ing to order at 7:01 p.m. and 
pointed out the location of the 
Open Meetings Act poster. The 

roll was called, and the following 
members were present: Drew 
Kasselder, Jessica Swick, Adam 
Freouf, Dennis Derner, Andrew 
Smith, and Sue Patrick. Roll call: 
Kasselder-aye, Swick-aye, Fre-
ouf-aye, Derner-aye, Smith-aye, 
Patrick-aye. Also present were 
Dan Kluver, Makayla Reiter, and 
Andrea Pelster.

Swick made the motion to ap-

prove the consent agenda. Sec-
onded by Patrick. Roll call vote: 
Kasselder-aye, Swick-aye, Fre-
ouf-aye, Derner-aye, Smith-aye, 
Patrick-aye. Motion carried.

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVIC-
ES, Daycare Supply, 3,477.94; 
APPLE INC, Tech, 598.00; AP-
PLIED CONNECTIVE TECH-
NOLOGIES, Tech Support, 
76.49; BRAINPOP, Software 
Renewal, 1,040.00; BURWELL 
TRIBUNE, April Publishing, 
106.36; CDW GOVERNMENT, 
INC., Laptops, 4,551.43; COURT 
FLOORS, LLC, New Gym Floor, 
1,800.00; DAS STATE ACCTG 
- CENTRAL FINANCE, OCIO, 
718.96; E M C INSURANCE, In-
surance, 7,361.64; EDUCATION-
AL SERVICE UNIT # 8, Network 
Nebraska, 23,139.89; ELGIN 
REVIEW, Publishing, 103.09; 
ELITE OFFICE PRODUCTS, 
Copier Lease, 60.00; GENERA-
TION GENIUS, INC., Classroom 
Supply, 120.00; HALO Branded 
Solutions, Inc., Classroom Sup-
ply, 37.83; HAND2MIND, INC, 
Classroom Supply, 130.85; HILL-
YARD/SIOUX FALLS, Custodial 
Supply, 380.68; HONORBOUND 
IT, Tech Support, 300.00; IS-
LAND SUPPLY WELDING CO, 
Secondary Supply, 8.68; KLU-
VER, DANIEL , Supt Moving Ex-
penses, 1,247.00; KSB SCHOOL 
LAW, Webinars, 1,800.00; 
LASKESHORE LEARNING MA-
TERIALS, Classroom Supply, 
178.15; MCI, Phone Service, 
59.27; MEAD, BRAD , Trans-
portation Consult, 1,200.00; NE 
COUNCIL SCHOOL ADMIN, 
Membership Fees, 335.00; NE 
RURAL COMM SCHOOL AS-
SOC, NRCSA Supt Search, 
155.63; NORDHUES FAMILY, 

July Mowing, 1,485.00; NORTH-
EAST NEBRASKA TELEPHONE 
CO, Phone Service, 296.81; 
O’NEILL PEST CONTROL, Pest 
Control, 400.00; PLUGGE, ROY 
, Equip Rental, 400.00; QUAL-
ITY ALIGNMENT & REPAIR, 
Transportation Repairs, 953.38; 
QUILL, Office Supply, 1,537.35; 
REALLY GOOD STUFF, Class-
room Supply, 325.61; RENAIS-
SANCE LEARNING, Software 
Renewal, 2,755.00; SACK 
LUMBER COMPANY, Mainte-
nance Supply, 135.71; SAVVAS 
LEARNING COMPANY, Cur-
riculum, 2,581.40; SCHOLASTIC 
INC, Classroom Supply, 561.99; 
SCHOOL OUTFITTERS, Sci-
ence Tables, 2,755.21; SCHOOL 
SPECIALTY, Classroom Sup-
ply, 583.39; SYNCB/AMAZON, 
Tech Supply, 57.98; TEACHER 
DIRECT, Classroom Supply, 
88.14; TIME MANAGEMENENT 
SYSTEMS, INC., Time Clock 
System, 39.39; TOSHIBA FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES, Copier 
Lease, 335.00; UNITED STATES 
POSTAL SERVICE, Postage, 
300.00; VOYAGER SOPRIS, 
Elementary Curriculum, 145.00; 
W E  MART, Bus Transportation 
Fuel, 770.87; WELLS FARGO 
EQUIPMENT FINANCE INC., 
Bus Lease, 6,613.00; WRIGHT, 
JERILEE , Reimbursement for 
Classroom Software, 125.00; 
ZANER-BLOSER, Handwriting 
Textbooks, 697.60

TOTAL: 72,929.72
Reiter gave the principal re-

port. She gave an update on the 
Back-to-School Bash, Marzano 
training for teachers, and the ad-
dition of a sensory walk in the 
new gym.

Kluver gave the Superinten-

dent report. He gave an update 
on both ESSER I & ESSER II, 
the ESSA audit, and the process 
of moving our domain to Google.

Trina Pelster gave the trans-
portation report. She gave an 
update on getting radios on all 
buses and discussed options for 
future training.

During the Board Member re-
port, Kasselder gave an update 
on the superintendent evaluation 
with NDE (Nebraska Department 
of Education). There was also 
discussion on updating subcom-
mittees. 

An update was given on the 
vape detectors. They are in-
stalled and working properly.

Clarification was made on 
when to compensate certified 
staff for sick days. Teachers will 
be reimbursed for extra sick days 
in September. Reimbursement 
will be based on days at the be-
ginning of the year.

Discussion was held on updat-
ing the Board Policy. KSB Law 
recommends a new updated 
policy. Smith made the motion to 
approve $5000 to get started on 
updating the policy. Seconded by 
Freouf. Roll call vote: Kasselder-
aye, Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Smith-aye, Patrick-
aye. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held on Spar-
qData. 

The addendum to the negotiat-
ed agreement was tabled to Jan-
uary for the 2023-2024 school 
year.

Swick made a motion to en-
ter executive session to protect 
personal and identifiable infor-
mation. Seconded by Derner. 
Roll call vote: Kasselder-aye, 
Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, Derner-

aye, Smith-aye, Patrick-aye. The 
Board entered executive session 
at 8:51 p.m.

Patrick made the motion to end 
executive session, seconded by 
Derner. Roll call vote: Kasselder-
aye, Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Smith-aye, Patrick-
aye. Executive session ended at 
9:02p.m.

Discussion was held on mak-
ing updates to the school play-
ground. Smith made the mo-
tion to approve up to $5000 on 
playground improvements. Sec-
onded by Patrick. Roll call vote: 
Kasselder-aye, Swick-aye, Fre-
ouf-aye, Derner-aye, Smith-aye, 
Patrick-aye. Motion carried.

Discussion was held on the 
addition of the WebLink module 
to the current Software Unlim-
ited accounting software. Derner 
made the motion to approve pur-
chasing the WebLink module. 
Freouf seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote: Kasselder-aye, Swick-
aye, Freouf-aye, Derner-aye, 
Smith-aye, Patrick-aye. Motion 
carried.

Options for ESSER III funds 
were discussed.

Swick made the motion to set 
the budget hearing on Septem-
ber 12th at 7 p.m. Patrick sec-
onded. Roll call vote: Kasselder-
aye, Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Smith-aye, Patrick-
aye. Motion carried. 

The motion to adjourn was 
made by Smith, seconded by 
Swick. All in favor. Meeting ad-
journed at 10:08 p.m.

Next regular board meeting will 
be September 12th following the 
budget hearing.
PUBLISH: August 24, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF 

WHEELER CENTRAL 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS         

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING

DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 
COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT A SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE WHEELER CENTRAL 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 
HELD AT THE WHEELER CEN-
TRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM IN 
BARTLETT, NEBRASKA ON: 

MONDAY AUGUST 29, 2022  

TIME: 7:00 P.M.   
WHICH MEETING WILL BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH

MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR 
PUBLIC INSPECTION AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT, WHEELER CENTRAL 
SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, NE-
BRASKA.

DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 

EDUCATION      
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: August 24, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — Wheeler 
Central Board of Education

24,500 students across 66 Ne-
braska school districts.  This 
month, we announced our 
newest DYTI grant recipients: 
MetalQuest in Hebron and 
21st Century Equipment in 
Scottsbluff.   These grants will 
bring DYTI to 3,500 additional 
students in 29 school districts.

This is MetalQuest’s second 
time receiving a DYTI grant.  It 
partnered with Sandy Creek 
and Lawrence Nelson Public 
Schools on a DYTI program in 
2016.  Before the program, only 
39% of  students reported being 
interested in a career in manu-
facturing.  After the program, 
around 75% expressed interest 
in a manufacturing career.  
Career Academies / Regis-
tered Apprenticeships

CNH Industrial partners 
with Grand Island High School 
through the Career Pathways 
Institute.  In 2017, CNH donat-
ed new fabrication equipment 
to the school for students to 
use in learning labs.  Student 
apprentices earn course credit 
while gaining hands-on experi-
ence at CNH on the manufac-
turing floor.
Career Scholarships

In 2020, the Legislature 
funded my proposal to invest in 
Nebraska Career Scholarships 
for students at our community 
colleges, state colleges, and 
University system.  Last year, 
we successfully expanded the 
Career Scholarship program 
to add private colleges to the 
program.  This will bring the 
total number of  career scholar-

Ricketts
From Page Four ships to at least 2,110 by 2023.  

These scholarships are equip-
ping Nebraska’s young adults 
to take great jobs in high-de-
mand fields such as engineer-
ing and manufacturing. We’re 
also seeing innovative uses 
of  these scholarships.  Wayne 
State College and the City of  
Norfolk have partnered to 
use them as part of  the Grow-
ing Together Career Scholars 
Program.  Students selected for 
the program spend their first 
three years of  college engaging 
with Norfolk business partners 
through site visits, job shadow-
ing, and mentorships.  In their 
senior year, students move to 
downtown Norfolk where they 
earn credit while working for 
a local business.  The program 
is a great way to help students 
develop relationships within 
the community so they remain 
in Northeast Nebraska after 
graduation. 

We’re seeing the fruits of  
our investments in workforce 
development.  Nebraska has 
experienced record-high 
employment for 12 consecu-
tive months.  Manufacturing 
employment in Nebraska has 
reached its highest point in 
over 14 years.  Our state also 
has the top labor force par-
ticipation rate in the country 
at 70%.  These are great signs 
that we’re equipping Nebras-
kans with the education and 
skills they need to have career 
success.  

Going forward, we’ll con-
tinue to prioritize innovative 
programs.

and medical staff. When it was determined he was in no further 
medical danger, he was taken into custody.  

Cassandra K. Thomson, 38, of  Lynch appeared for arraignment 
on a count of  driving under suspension/before reinstated, a Class 
3 misdemeanor committed July 10. Thomson waived her right 
to counsel and pleaded guilty. Her license had been reinstated. 
Taylor fined her $100 and assessed $50 costs.

Scott A. Wesemann, 40, of  Fremont faced Taylor for arraign-
ment on a June 2020 DUS charge. He waived his right to counsel 
and pleaded guilty. His license had been reinstated. Taylor fined 
him $100 and assessed $52 costs. Wesemann had failed to appear 
for a hearing scheduled on Aug. 5, 2020, and a warrant was is-
sued for his arrest. The warrant was served on July 24 by Dodge 
County officials. 

Ryan T. Perez, 33, of  Clinton, Oklahoma, pleaded guilty, by 
waiver, to possession of  drug paraphernalia. He was fined $100 
and $49. Perez was cited for the infraction and issued a warning 
for having a headlight out June 24, by a county officer on High-
way 275/520 Avenue. 

From Page Two
Court

Eighty-nine-year-old man faces judge for protection order violation
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Denis F. Kerkman, 89, of  Tilden faced the Honorable Donna 
Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in Neligh on Aug. 17, to 
be arraigned on a Class 1 misdemeanor, violation of  a protection 
order. If  convicted, Kerkman faces a potential penalty of  up to a 
$1,000 fine and/or one year imprisonment. 

Kerkman requested court-appointed counsel, specifically ask-
ing for Martin Klein. Taylor initially appointed Antelope County 
Public Defender Pat Carney, but as Kerkman appeared to misun-
derstand her multiple times, she finally asked Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Abler if  he had any objection to appointing Klein. 
With no objection, she changed the appointment to Klein. 

As the judge continued attempts to explain actions in both An-
telope County and Pierce County, where Kerkman faces similar 
charges that were alleged on two separate dates, Kerkman began 
making statements including, “I went to visit my wife because I 
love her very much.” He also made allegations regarding law en-
forcement, claiming, among other things, that he was “molested 
by a county sheriff.” Taylor made several attempts to quiet him 
until he had an opportunity to speak with his lawyer.

“You have an attorney in Pierce County and in Antelope 
County to talk to about all this,” she said before setting further 
arraignment for Sept. 7. He was remanded back to Antelope 
County Sheriff  Bob Moore’s custody, pending posting of  bond in 
the amount of  $5,000, 10%. 

A domestic abuse protection order was issued against Kerk-
man by Boone County District Court Judge Rachel Daugherty 
on April 13 and remains in effect for one year, with his spouse 
listed as the protected party. Kerkman was arrested at his Tilden 
residence on an Antelope County allegation that he contacted her 
at her Neligh residence Aug. 9. 

Kerkman posted 10% of  a $1,500 bond April 21, after his arrest 
on the first Pierce County charge. That bond is up for revocation. 
He then posted 10% of  a new $20,000 bond June 19, after his arrest 
on the second Pierce County charge. After he failed to appear in 
Pierce County court Aug. 10, while he was in custody on the An-
telope County charge, a warrant was again issued for his arrest 
and a hold placed at the Antelope County Jail, with a new bond 
set at $25,000, 10%. 

Jake R. Short, 22, of  Meadow Grove, appeared for arraign-
ment on a pair of  Class 2 misdemeanor counts of  second-degree 
forgery, alleged in February and March. If  convicted, Short faces 
the potential for fines of  $1,000 and/or six months in jail for each 
count, in addition to restitution to the victims. A complaint, filed 
by Abler on July 8, alleges Short forged two checks between Feb. 
26 and March 3, in amounts of  $67.12 and $66.61, to JB Mart and 
another, in the amount of  $300, to Heritage Bank on Feb. 27, all 
on the account of  the same individual. Short requested court-
appointed counsel. Carney was appointed, with further arraign-
ment set Sept. 7.

Isaac W. Anderson, 37, of  Brunswick appeared alongside Klein, 
his new court-appointed attorney, for further arraignment on a 
Sex Offender Registry Act violation, a Class 3A felony. Klein was 
appointed by Taylor on Aug. 11, replacing Carney, who withdrew 
due to a conflict of  interest.

Klein told the judge he had a “couple of  things to look at,” be-
fore Anderson waives his right to a preliminary hearing. A status 
hearing is set for Sept. 7. Bond, in the amount of  $5,000, 10%, 

posted July 8, is continued. 
Shana Padilla, 46, of  Brunswick appeared for arraignment on a 

Class II misdemeanor count, no proof  of  financial responsibility, 
alleged July 19. If  convicted, Padilla faces up to a $1,000 fine and/
or six months in jail. She waived her right to counsel, pleaded not 
guilty and requested a bench trial. Abler requested time to sub-
poena a Dairyland insurance agent to determine the exact time 
insurance was effective. Taylor set the case for trial Oct. 5.  

Bobbi S. Jenkins, 37, of  Plainview appeared for arraignment on 
two counts alleged July 12, no proof  of  financial responsibility, 
a Class 2 misdemeanor, and traveling on a closed road, an infrac-
tion. A conviction of  Count I carries a potential penalty of  up 
to $1,000 fine and/or six months in jail, while Count II carries a 
maximum fine of  $100. Jenkins requested court-appointed coun-
sel. Taylor appointed Carney. Further arraignment is set Sept. 
7. Jenkins was cited by an Antelope County deputy southeast of  
Oakdale.

Ashley A. Coleman, 34, of  Minneapolis, Minnesota, failed to 
appear on an infraction count of  possessing drug paraphernalia, 
alleged July 9 in Neligh. Taylor ruled that the county attorney 
may file motion, affidavit and order for arrest warrant.

Further arraignment for Matthew J. Wright, 48, of  Oakdale on 
three counts alleged July 2 in Oakdale, child abuse, a Class 3A 
felony, and two counts of  first-degree assault, Class 1 misdemean-
ors, is continued to Sept. 7. Bond posted Aug. 7, in the amount of  
$10,000, 10%, with condition for no contact, directly nor indirectly, 
with his stepchildren, and written permission from anyone he re-
sides with, is continued as well. Wright is represented by Carney.

Woman claims prescription medication 
caused ‘false-positive’ drug test results
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Lisa M. Dugal, 56, of  Neligh, accompanied by her court-appoint-
ed attorney, Kyle Peterson, appeared in front of  the Honorable 
Donna Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in Neligh on 
Aug. 17, for sentencing on a probation violation.

Antelope County Attorney Joe Abler asked the judge to look 
at a probation update, to note the number of  missed probation/
testing appointments. He said she hadn’t showed up since July, 
or maybe June. He reminded Taylor that Dugal’s false report to 
Neligh police officers caused the man she resided with to spend 
time in jail.

Dugal had admitted that she failed to produce a sample for 
testing and had signed a refusal document March 21, then failed 
to appear at the probation office as instructed the following day. 
However, when she faced Taylor for sentencing, Dugal denied she 
had used controlled substances and her attorney presented docu-
ments they claimed showed that her prescribed medication could 
cause “false-positive” drug test results, indicating the presence of  
amphetamines and methamphetamine. She also alleged her medi-
cal provider’s employer would not allow the provider to write a 
letter to the court regarding the medication and said her proba-
tion officer said she could go back on probation if  she just showed 
up for testing. She had not done so.

Peterson said Dugal was in the process of  moving out of  her 
home, moving her belongings into a storage unit; she needed to 
make arrangements for a granddaughter she cares for; and that 
her stepmother had recently died, with the funeral set the follow-
ing day. He asked for continuation of  probation or a deferred jail 
sentence.

 “I am not going to sentence you today,” Taylor told Dugal. 
“There is no deferred jail …Expect - and come prepared - to serve 
a jail sentence and to go directly there from the counsel table.”

Sentencing is now set for Sept. 7. Dugal was reminded she re-
mains on probation and is to comply with all conditions. She was 
placed on probation Feb. 3 for a conviction of  false reporting. 

Christopher B. Brady, 20, of  Elgin appeared for pretrial hear-
ings in two cases, accompanied by Carney. The first case includes 
two counts, third-degree domestic assault, a Class 1 misdemeanor, 
and disturbing the peace, a Class 3 misdemeanor, both alleged 
May 24, in Elgin, while the second case is a separate charge of  
third-degree domestic assault, alleged May 20.  Carney requested 
more time to resolve the cases. Pretrial hearings are continued 
to Sept. 7. Bond, amended and posted June 1, in the amount of  
$7,500, 10%, is continued, with condition for no contact at Elgin 
One Stop.

Ryan J. Pelster, 22, of  Petersburg faced Taylor for pretrial hear-
ing in two cases. In the first case, he was charged with criminal 

See COURTROOM, Page 12
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By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler Central’s “Back 

2 School Bash “ was a huge 
success.  The event was held  
Tuesday evening, August 16th.  
The evening began with an 
open house at Wheeler Central 
for students, parents and the 
general public.  

This was an opportunity to 
meet and greet the Wheeler 

Bartlett News
Central staff  and visit the stu-
dent’s  classrooms.  

A supper of  grilled ham-
burgers and hotdogs, maca-
roni salad and chips,  was 
provided by Cornerstone Bank 
of  Bartlett and Farmers and 
Merchants Bank of  Ericson.  
Those serving representing 
Cornerstone Bank were: Col-
leen Butterfield, Dale Dankert, 

Zach Wright and Cindy Green.  
Farmers and Merchants Bank 
servers were: Jean Niemeyer, 
Yanci Shermer, Cortney Coo-
per and Randy Pelster.  

Approximately 200 individu-
als from the Wheeler County 
community enjoyed the free 
meal and great fellowship.  

Food preservation  at our 

house this week included a 
batch of  elderberry jelly and 
tomato salsa.  I certainly appre-
ciate my son Ben helping  with 
the salsa.  

Approximately 200 persons attended a ‘Back to School Bash’ last Thursday. Photo submitted

It Pays To 
Advertise!
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From Page Six
Tales
the teams have a following 
across the state.

The other couple who 
stopped in were Doug and 
Shary Skiles. She is the 
publisher of  the McCook 
Gazette newspaper in 
southwest Nebraska. We hit 
the road early Saturday and 
made stops in Martinsburg 
(Bob’s Bar), Yankton 
(Riverboat Days) and Monowi 
(Nebraska’s smallest town, 
population 1) before returning 
home. It was at Monowi where 
we ran into former Elgin UPS 
driver Rod whom we haven’t 
seen in years. He’s doing well 
in his retirement, he used to 
bring treats to our dog Lucky 
whenever he stopped.

Life is only as good as your 
good friends.

EHS senior Isabella Smidt is surrounded, in a selfie, by high school students attending the Junior Law 
Cadet program held earlier this summer. Photo submitted

Elgin High School senior 
Isabella Smidt of  Elgin Public 
School represented local Amer-
ican Legion Posts at the Junior 
Law Cadet Program (JLCP) 
this past summer.

Last Spring, Isabella com-
pleted an application and 
interview process with local 
American Legion Posts that 
granted her the opportunity to 
participate in the cadet pro-
gram over the summer.  

During the summer days of  
June 21-24, Smidt and several 
other cadets got to demon-
strate all sorts of  law enforce-
ment tasks at the Nebraska 
State Patrol Training Academy 
in Grand Island, including 
firearms training, self-defense 
tactics, latest in law-enforce-
ment technology, and criminal 
investigation.  

Ms. Smidt described her typi-
cal day:  “We woke up around 5 
a.m. and got ready in our own 
barracks.  Then we cleaned 
them as well as possible, this 
includes making our beds nice 
and tight, drying the shower 
and sink, emptying trash cans, 
picking up the floors, and 
putting all personal belong-
ings away.  Then we checked 
our fellow cadet’s rooms and 
fixed any mistakes until it 
was time for leaders to check 
our barracks.  Then we went 
to breakfast, attended a few 
classes, redid our barracks, ate 
lunch, attended more classes, 
ate supper, did I.T. (basically 
push-ups, burpees, planks, etc.) 
for any misbehaviors from the 
day, and went to bed.”  

Smidt commented that her 
most memorable experience 
was meeting all of  her fellow 
cadets and training along side 
of  them.

The JLCP is made possible 
by the American Legion Posts 
and any boy or girl between ju-
nior and senior year is eligible.

“This is not for the faint of  
hear,”  remarked Smidt.  “It’s a 
lot of  fun and I have a deeper 
respect for law enforcement.  
All that I went through . . . is 
just a fraction of  what they 
[actual cadets at training] 
did for training.  All that you 
will learn is for a reason and I 
think it was worth it.”

Smidt attends
Junior Law
Cadet program
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St. Boniface School received $2500 from Great Plains Communications (GPC) to increase the va-
riety of learning centers and materials available to early learning in our preschool program. Principal 
Lisa Schumacher said centers allow young children to learn in the most meaningful way, through 
hands-on play experiences. These new learning centers promote a better understanding of the world 
for early learners.  “Our hope is that these centers provide St. Boniface early learners social and 
emotional development, health and physical development, language and literacy development, and 
provides for a variety of approaches to learning,” she said. E-R photo/DMorgan

St. Boniface awarded $2500 grant from GPC

As Neligh celebrates its 
150th anniversary next sum-
mer, the community is plan-
ning one of  the hottest sum-
mer concerts of  Northeast 
Nebraska. 

Neligh is proud to welcome 
country newcomer and “The 
Voice” contestant Corey Kent, 
along with TikTok sensation 
Eddie & The Getaway, on July 
3, 2023.

It took just 10 days for Corey 
Kent’s “Wild As Her” to hit 
the #1 spot on Apple Music’s 
Country Chart. 

Kent will be bringing that 
song and so much more to 

‘Wild As Her’ singer Corey Kent to headline Neligh 150th concert
Main Street in Neligh, Ne-
braska, on Monday, July 3, as 
the community pulls out all the 
stops for its huge 150th celebra-
tion! This up-and-coming artist 
will be hitting the road soon 
with major acts, and Neligh 
booked him early to guarantee 
you can say “I saw him first in 
Neligh!”

Right on Main Street in 
downtown Neligh, gates will 
open at 7 p.m. on Monday, July 
3, with opener and TikTok 
sensation Eddie & The Get-
away taking the stage at 8:30 
p.m. Headliner Corey Kent will 
perform at 9:30 p.m. Tickets 

are available for purchase now 
for $25 each at www.Neligh150.
com.

Corey Kent has the small-
town charm of  a boy from Bix-
by, Okla., the big-city energy of  
Dallas, Texas, and vocal prow-
ess that rivals Nashville’s best. 
He has been poised for a career 
in music from the beginning, 
making it no surprise that 
he’s so quickly found success. 
Fans of  The Highway on Sirius 
radio have been hearing “Wild 
As Her” for months and loving 
every spin. You’ll also hear 
“Hood of  That Car” and “Ain’t 
My Day.”

Not booked anywhere else in 
the area yet, Corey Kent will 
draw a crowd of  both country 
music fans and light rock fans, 
but he’s not coming alone. Ed-
die & The Getaway also has a 
strong fan following. 

With big hair and big 
dreams, you’ll recognize this 
band from TikTok, which 
means it’s going to be a great 
time with a once-in-lifetime 
chance to see this band in 
downtown Neligh. Songs like 
“Drive Away” will strike a 
chord with all ages who enjoy 
rock music with a country 
flare. 

mischief, less than $500, a Class 
3 misdemeanor alleged May 
8 in Neligh. The second case 
includes four counts alleged 
June 11, also in Neligh, Count 
I, operating a motor vehicle to 
avoid arrest, a Class 1 mis-
demeanor; Count II, second-
degree trespassing, a Class 
2 misdemeanor; Count III, 
willful reckless driving, a Class 
3 misdemeanor; and Count IV, 
stop sign violation, an infrac-
tion. 

A plea agreement was an-
nounced by Pelster’s attorney, 
Brad Montag of  Norfolk. In 
return for Pelster’s guilty 
pleas to counts I and II in the 
second case, Abler dismissed 
counts III and IV and agreed 
to dismiss the first case upon 
payment of  court costs and 
restitution.

Taylor ordered an alcohol 
evaluation. She was informed 
by Montag that Pelster had 
recently completed one for 
a Madison County case and 
a pre-sentence investigation 
report had also been pre-
pared for the Oct. 19 Madison 
County sentencing. Taylor 
set sentencing for Oct. 18 in 
Antelope County but indicated 
the defense could file a motion 
requesting sentencing at the 
same time, in either county. 
Bond is continued at $10,000, 
10%, with condition for no 
contact with the victim.

Callie J. Kraft, 26, of  Neligh 
appeared, without counsel, 
to request waiver of  60 days 
of  jail set to commence Sept. 
1, as part of  her sentence on 
charges of  DUI and obstruct-
ing a peace officer. She pre-
sented proof  of  attendance 
at AA meetings, completion 
of  classes ordered as part of  
her probation and education 
obtained related to her employ-
ment. 

Taylor found serving the 
jail time would benefit neither 
the defendant nor society and 
waived it.


