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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 87 degrees recorded 
on August 9-11. The low was 
53 degrees on August 14. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Aug 10 75 54  
Aug 11 83 62    
Aug 12 87 69    
Aug 13 87 68  
Aug 14 87 53    
Aug 15 82 63    
Aug 16 86 55    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for August ............. .. 0.65
Total for 2020 ................. ..15.01

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are:  

Notice of  Public Hearing 
— Antelope County Commis-
sioners

Salaries — Antelope County
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Notice of  Organization — 
Currie Acres, L.L.C.

Notice — Estate of  Duane 
Childers

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and

School District #18.

Community 
club
to hold 

Antelope County 
COVID-19 cases
stands at 22

North Central District 
Health Department (NCDHD) 
has been made aware of  17 
additional positive COVID-19 
cases in the district. 

Four cases are in Cherry 
County, two cases are in Knox 
County, and 11 cases are in 
Pierce County. 

All cases have been contact-
ed and all close contacts have 
been identified and asked 
to quarantine. Residents in 
these counties should assume 
that COVID-19 is present in 
their community and con-
tinue to take precautions 
and follow NCDHD guidance 
protocol.

NCDHD has reported 50 
new COVID-19 cases in the 
district since last Monday. All 
district residents are encour-
aged to social distance, wear 
a mask in public when social 
distancing is difficult, contin-
ue to wash hands frequently 
and follow quarantine or 
isolation instructions if  they 
are given to you.

Case count update as of  
Monday: 158 Total Cases, 88 
Recoveries, and 2 Deaths. 

In Antelope County, total 
cases stands at 22 with 17 
recoveries and one death. The 
other death was recorded in 
Pierce County.
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Commissioners to
discuss 20/21 
budget Thursday

The Antelope County 
Board of  Commissioners 
will hold a special meeting 
on Thursday, August 20, to 
continue discussion on the 
Fiscal Year 2020/21 budget. 
The meeting, open to the 
public, will begin at 8 a.m. in 
the commissioners’ room at 
the courthouse. 

Figures released by Antelope County 
Assessor Kelly Mueller-Oltjenbruns show 
a decline in valuation for the county. 

Antelope County’s valuation was set at 
$2,425,177,064 compared to $2,483,485,076 
one year ago. That’s a decline of  $5,830,801.

Closer to home, Elgin’s valuation was set 
at $43,654,588, up from $40,081,382.
School District #18 figures

The Elgin Review collected 2020 
valuation figures for School District #18 
which is composed of  land in Antelope, 

Boone and Wheeler Counties. The 
numbers break down as follows:

Antelope County — The 2020 valuation 
was set at $623,391,001 down from one year 
ago when it was set at $632,666,729.

Boone County — According to the 
Boone County Assessor’s office, the 2020 
valuation is $45,568,353, down slightly 
from last year when the valuation was 
$48,458,863. 

Wheeler County — The 2020 valuation 
was set at $19,927,185, up considerably 

from one year ago when it was set at 
$19,084,593. The school district’s 2020 
valuation, when adding figures from the 
three counties, comes in at $688,886,539, 
down from last year when the valuation 
was just over $700.2 million. 

Done every August, the valuations are 
used to help with the process by which tax 
levies are determined for tax subdivisions. 
Valuations for a number of  subdivisions 
in Antelope County can be found on Page 
Eight.

City’s valuation rises, county and District #18 drop

“We needed the website to be more 
manageable.”  

These simple words spoken by 
Deputy City Clerk, Kristin Childers 
are in part what led to a big change in 

the city website. The 
deputy clerk contacted 
Pitzer Digital to for-
mally end service 
and maintenance of  
the city’s website and 
begin the process of  
creating a new, locally 
managed site.

I didn’t have to look 
very far to find out 
more about the new 
website, as my son, 
Hunter Reestman, who 
has been employed as 

summer intern at the Elgin City Hall 
for the past three years was given the 
opportunity to design and create the 
new site.   

Hunter admitted, “I had never cre-
ated a website like this before, but I en-
joyed the chance to discover something 
totally new. Typically, my daily duties 
consist of  computing utility bills, send-
ing out pages, mailing letters, answer-
ing the phone, and doing whatever else 
Kristin and Vicki Miller need me to do. 
With a big smile he added, “I guess cre-
ating and designing a new website was 
something they wanted me to do. “ 

Hunter began work on the website 
early this summer, taking pictures of  
Elgin’s businesses, churches, schools, 
etc. He completed his first design in 
about a week, but admitted he was 
unhappy with the end results and also 
learned it needed to be significantly 
different from the previous website 
for legal reasons, so he started all over 
creating a new one.  

He determined the most difficult part 
of  creating the website was determin-
ing the layout and finding the minute 

details that make it appealing. 
 To begin the process of  designing 

the site, he shared, “I had to envision 
myself  as someone who is unfamiliar 
with Elgin. I had to make the website 
simple, yet attractive. I knew it would 
be important to high-
light Elgin’s touristic at-
tractions, city services, 
and its city council 
meetings. I wanted 
the new site to be user 
friendly and allow a 
better experience for 
all.  I thought it would 
be helpful to include 
access to various forms 
such as liquor license 
applications, building permits and 
handicap permits.  I wanted the new 
site to give citizens the ability to pay 
their dog licenses, their utility bill or 
even their campground fee through the 
link “Pay My Bill.”

Today, the new website is up and run-
ning just as he had envisioned.  Hunter 
concluded, 

“The site will give residents and visi-
tors the ability to see Elgin’s history, 
view its code book, view it’s meeting 

minutes,  access vari-
ous forms and applica-
tions, and pay their 
bills. Most importantly, 
it gives others the abil-
ity to see the beauty in 
Elgin.” 

 Anyone wishing to 
access it can simply go 
to www.elginnebraska.
org or search Elgin City 
Hall and simply click on 

website tab.  As far as the site designer, 
he is back in college at the University 
of  Nebraska in Lincoln majoring in 
accounting and hopes to return next 
summer to continue working at the 
Elgin City Hall. 

Hunter
Reestman

Summer intern designs new website for city

Elgin schools welcome students back

School board
makes budget
moves for end 
of fiscal year

The 38th annual Nebraska State An-
tique Tractor and Horse Plowing Bee will 
be held this weekend, August 21-23, at 
Charlie’s Park located west of  Petersburg. 
Friday will feature the tractor cade and 
cream can supper. Saturday will include 
a consignment sale, tractor pull and live 
demonstrations throughout the day.

That evening will be the Albion Knights 
of  Columbus Steak Fry.

Sunday will include numerous activities 
for all ages. Carson’s Cow Tippers Clown 
Alley will run from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. that 
afternoon.

Among the many items of  interest will 

be a working blacksmith, flea market, saw 
mill, steam engines, pedal pulls, petting 
zoo, shingle mill and much, much more.

Open jam and barn dances will be held 
Friday and Saturday night.

The event also hosts the Rae Valley Old 
Thresher’s Reunion

This year the drawing will feature a 
1945 Farmall H S.N.FBH208045, a Farmall 
H pedal tractor and a Farmall 1/16 scale 
tractor. 

The drawing will be held Sunday after-
noon. Need not be present to win.

The event is sponsored by the Rae Valley 
Heritage Association.

State Antique Tractor/Horse
Plowing Bee starts Friday

A Sunday thunderstorm dropped golf-ball 
size hail west of Elgin. Steve Busteed posted 
this picture on social media of some of the 
hail stones at his place. 

Big stones!

Thursday marked the beginning of classes 
for Elgin’s three schools. (Left) EPS Kinder-
garten instructor Joyce Wemhoff took the 
temperatures of students before entering 
school. COVID-19 precautions were pract-
ticed at all the schools. (Above) It was also a 
time for goodbye hugs as Kristen Evans got 
a big hug from her daughter Harper Evans 
shortly before 8 a.m. E-R Photos/D&L Mor-
gan

With the current fiscal 
year about to close and a new 
one set to begin, the District 
#18 Board of  Education 
took care of  a number of  
financial matters last week.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
Aug. 11, the five members 
of  the board (board 
member Lisa Welding 
was absent) approved 
payments for projects, an 
emergency COVID-19 leave 
supplementation as well as 
the purchase of  a pickup.

First it was transfers 
as the board approved 
Superintendent Michael 
Brockhaus’ recommendation 
to transfer $150,000 from 
the general fund to the 
depreciation fund. Other 
transfers were:

• $40,000 to the lunch fund
• $75,000 to the activity 

fund
• $5,000 to the Wolfpack 

fund
Also, the board approved 

paying ahead $20,000 to the 
gas company and $30,000 to 
the electrical company.

Then, later in the meeting, 
more expenditures..... 

Approved was paying 
ahead one-half  of  the 
total cost ($46,614.50) for 
the new bus barn to be 
constructed south of  the 
school gymnasium. Also 
approved was nearly $41,000 
for completed gym roof  
repairs; nearly $8,000 for 
third grade classroom 
window replacement; as 
well as more than $1,300 for 
crow’s nest materials and 
a new door for the old nest. 
Rounding out the expenses 
was nearly $5,000 for a fire 
communication system 
discussed last month; and 
$1,000 for cement work.

Meeting just two days 
before the start of  the school, 
the board put in place an 
emergency COVID-19 leave 
supplementation. Under 
the supplementation, 1/3 
accumulated sick day can 
be used when caring for a 
COVID-19 patient that is an 
immediate family member. 
It would also allow a person 
to supplement the 2/3 pay 
with 1/3 sick leave from what 
they may have built up while 
working for the school.

The board approved the 
purchase of  a 2020 Dodge 
pickup from Jonny Dodge in 
Neligh at a cost of  $31,340. 
As soon as the new pickup 
is delivered, the school will 
accept sealed bids for the 
2006 pickup.

BLOODMOBILE
Aug. 26

11 am-5 pm at the KC Hall
See page two 

for details
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Shop at
Home!

Elgin Community Center take out meals next week are: 
Monday, August 24: Stuffed green peppers, (tomatoes, 

onions, green peppers), oatmeal cookie, oranges, milk.
Tuesday, August 25: Chicken lettuce salad,(lettuce, 

tomato, cheese), celery and carrots, apricots, roll, milk.
Wednesday, August 26: Chicken drummies, oven potatoes, 

peas and carrots, Jello w/pears, whole wheat/white bread, 
milk.

Thursday, August 27: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, corn, 
fruit dessert, whole wheat/white bread, milk.

Friday, August 28: Ham & scalloped potatoes, coleslaw, 
watermelon, apple juice, roll, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:30 a.m. and ends around 12:15 p.m.  

Elgin Community Center/Menus

Nebraska Extension’s weed 
management and cover crops 
field day at the South Central 
Agricultural Laboratory near 
Clay Center can be accessed 
virtually, at any time through-
out the year. Growers, crop 
consultant, ag professionals 
and extension educators are 
encouraged to join.  

The virtual programming 
was organized by Amit Jhala, 

Virtual weed management 
field days available online

weed management specialist, 
and Martha Mamo, Depart-
ment Head of  Agronomy and 
Horticulture at the University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln presents 
the welcome address.  

The virtual field day will also 
include presentations on the 
following topics:  

• Introduction by Amit Jhala  
• Effects of  row spacing by 

Shaun McDonald, graduate 
student in the Department of  
Agronomy and Horticulture  

• Enlist E3 corn by Jose Sanc-
tis, graduate student in the 
Department of  Agronomy and 
Horticulture  

• Early post or late post her-
bicides by Amit Jhala  

• Non-GMO white corn by 
Jenny Reese, Extension  

Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) 
continuing education units are 
available.  

There is no cost to attend the 
virtual field day. 

School board sets budget hearing date
New District #18 School 

Superintendent Michael 
Brockhaus gave the board an 
early view of  the school budget 
he is preparing for the 2020/21 
school year.

At last week’s school 
board meeting, he said the 
preliminary budget appears 
to enable the school to keep its 
tax levy close to the same as 
one year ago. The same also 
holds true to the cash reserve. 
In recent years, District #18 
has had one of  the lowest tax 
levies of  any school district in 

the state.
He made the statement prior 

to the release of  valuation 
figures from county assessors 
in Antelope, Boone and 
Wheeler counties where the 
school district has land.

Concerning the budget, the 
school board approved the date 
and time for the annual budget 
hearing. It will be held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium. Immediately 
following the hearing, a second 
public hearing will be held to 
set the final tax request. At the 
conclusion of  the hearings, 
the regular board meeting will 

begin where it is expected the 
budget and tax asking will be 
approved.

Other items from last week’s 
meeting were:

Coach — Andrew Childers 
will coach junior high wrest-
ling this year.

Second reading — The board 
approved on second reading 
NASB policies on such items 
as non-resident students/
option enrollment; weapons; 
searches, seizures and arrests; 
concussion awareness, 
classroom environment; and 
bus safety. Final approval of  
the policies will be considered 
in September.
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THINKING 
ABOUT HEALTH

Rural Health News
Trudy Lieberman

Twenty Years Ago
August 16, 2000

Antelope County’s Oldest 
Active Farmer in 2000 is a 
woman, Erma Sehi, of  rural 
Elgin. She is 82 years old and 
has been actively involved in 
farming since 1938. Mrs. Sehi 
was born Dec. 4, 1918, in Butler 
County, NE, and moved to the 
Elgin area with her parents 
in 1920. She married Albert 
Sehi in 1938, and they farmed 
together. Since Albert’s death, 

she continued to live on the 
farm. Her present farming 
activity is a cow-calf  operation. 
She checks the cattle during 
calving season. She also takes 
care of  her yard. Mrs. Sehi was 
presented a beautiful plaque 
during the Antelope County 
Fair Saturday evening to honor 
her as the oldest active farmer 
in 2000 by Antelope County 
Farm Bureau President Stacy 
Snodgrass.

Berton and LeeAnn Dozler 

Looking Back
of  Elgin accepted a Pioneer 
Farm Award on behalf  of  
farm owners Allen and Janice 
Dozler of  rural Elgin. Their 
160-acre farm, located 3-1/2 
miles southwest of  Elgin, was 
purchased Dec. 28, 1900 by 
Allen’s grandparents, Joseph 
and Agnes Dozler. Bill and 
Nancy Wylie of  rural Elgin 
accepted a Pioneer Farm 
Award on behalf  of  themselves 
and the H. W. Mueller family of  
Sierra Vista, AZ. The 160-acre 
farm, the SE 1/4 of  27-24-7, was 
purchased by John and Nancy 
(McCaughy) Wylie, in 1900. 

A total of  24 teams competed 
in the annual Pope John 
Development Golf  Tournament 
last Saturday, Aug. 12, at 
the Antelope Country Club. 
Earning first place in the 18-
hole scramble tournament, 
with a 10-under par score of  
62, was the team of  Monty and 
Terri Reicks, Mark Schmitt 
and Pat Schmitt. 
Thirty Years Ago
August 22, 1990

Workers from the Baburek 
Metal Co. were putting the 
finishing touches on the 
paint at the Elgin water tower 
last Saturday afternoon. 
The painting project is now 
complete, and the color has 
been changed from green to 
silver. 

Elgin Postmaster M. L. 
(Donna) Gregor has announced 
her retirement effective 
Aug. 31, 1990, after nearly 34 
years in postal work. Mrs. 
Gregor started work with the 
U.S. Postal Service in 1957, 
when stamps sold for three 
cents each. She has served 
as clerk, officer in charge 
and postmaster at the Elgin 
Post Office. In 1977, she was 
appointed the first female 
postmaster in Elgin. Donna 
will be honored with an “open 
house” on her final day at the 
Elgin Post Office. 

Traveling through the United 
States on a bicycle is one of  
the best ways to meet people, 
according to Sacha Haerry, 
18, of  Geneva, Switzerland. 
Sacha stopped to spend the 
night at the Elgin City Park 
last Thursday night, Aug. 16. 
He has completed about half  
of  his trip from Montreal, 
Canada, to Los Angeles, CA. 
Sacha’s 21-speed bicycle is 
loaded with about 120 pounds 
of  equipment and supplies. He 
said he tries to average bout 70 
to 75 miles per day. 

Dave Cheatum of  Elgin 
earned top honors in the 4-H 
Horse Show during the 1990 
Antelope County Fair last 
week. Cheatum showed the 
Grand Champion Gelding; 
won the Senior Horsemanship, 
Senior Pleasure and Senior 
Showmanship titles, and 
earned the Reserve Champion 
title in the Senior Trial Class. 
Dusty Owens of  Elgin won 
the Junior Horsemanship 
title, won the gold medal in 
intermediate showmanship 
and was the Reserve Champion 
of  the Junior Trail Class. 
Fifty Years Ago

August 13, 1970
A Pope John XXIII High 

School graduate, Mary Jane 
Reuss, daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Reuss, has been 
invited to participate in the 
Kansas State University arts 
and sciences honors programs. 
To be selected for the honors 
program at Kansas State 
University is a distinct honor. 
Only those students who are 
expected to stand in the upper 
five percent of  their class, 
based upon their high school 
records and their performance 
on K-State placement tests, are 
invited to enter the program. 
Honors students are permitted 
to progress in their elected 
fields as rapidly as they wish 
and are able and they have 
opportunities not generally 
available to the ordinary 
student. 

Park trees are taking a 
heavy toll this year as they 
are other places about Elgin. 
Leonard Wagner took it upon 
himself  to load the limbs 
with his tractor to take to the 
village dump truck prior to 
burning. Leonard informed 
the Review they had cut and 
removed 14 trees from the 
park this summer - four early 
this spring and ten last week. 
The Village Board of  Trustees 
is endeavoring to start new 
trees throughout the park, 
a program that was started 
earlier. A great many of  the 
elm trees at the public school 
grounds have also died. 

Governor Norbert Tiemann 
was conversing with R. K. 
Draper among other residents 
as the noon picnic dinner is 
getting underway at the Sen. 
and Mrs. Wm. Wylie home. The 
governor was in this county 
last week inspecting drought 
damage to crops. 

Three of  the 113 delegates 
from 46 states and Puerto Rico 
attended the fourth National 
Agricultural Youth Institute 
(NAYI), in Nebraska August 
3-14 and were conferring with 
one of  the speakers on the 
Institute program. Floyd D. 
Wentz, agricultural agent for 
the Union Pacific, Greeley, 
Colo., visited with Gary Van 
Brunt, Wickenburg, Ariz.; 
Bruce Anderson, Elgin, and 
Dean Preece of  Soda Springs, 
Ida. Wentz was a member 
of  a panel which discussed 
the topic, “Food Processing, 
Distribution and Marketing.” 
NAYI is sponsored by 
Agricultural Careers, Inc., and 
is designed to identify, explore 
and stimulate interest in, the 
host of  careers available in 
agriculture and agribusiness. 
Sixty Years Ago
August 18, 1960

A Chicago and North 
Western tool car, part of  a 
three-car work train on its way 
to Albion, caught fire Monday 
morning and burned around 
2-1/2 miles north of  here. It is 
believed the fire was started 
by sparks from the engine 
directly ahead of  the damaged 
box car. The train was pushing 
a pile driver, followed by the 

Testing! Testing! Testing! That’s what the experts say is 
necessary to move the country back to normalcy. Almost 
daily, local TV stations in New York City where I live run 
public service announcements urging viewers to get a test 
for COVID-19. Those announcements tell how to find a test-
ing site, and most point out that the tests are free.

Many New Yorkers, as well as people in other states, are 
undoubtedly confused about the kinds of  tests available, 
wonder about the delays in getting results, and worry about 
the tests’ reliability. The recent experience of  Gov. Mike 
DeWine of  Ohio, who first tested positive for the virus and 
then negative on subsequent tests, illustrates the potential 
problems with the tests’ accuracy.

To sort all this out, I contacted Teresa Carr, an independ-
ent health and science journalist I had worked with at Con-
sumer Reports who had just written “A Consumer’s Guide 
to Getting Tested for the Coronavirus.” 

The place to begin, she points out, is to distinguish 
between the two types of  tests currently available, which 
people often confuse because the talking heads on television 
don’t always make clear what they are talking about. Some 
tests are diagnostic and tell you whether you have an active 
viral infection that may require treatment or a quarantine. 
Others are antibody tests.

Antibody tests, which are not diagnostic tools, reveal 
whether your blood contains antibodies that can show that 
you were infected by the virus in the past. “These tests can’t 
tell you if  you’re contagious or if  the antibodies will cause 
you to be immune to future infections,” Carr said. “This 
disease has only been around since February, and we have 
to do more research.”

She explained that some people have COVID symptoms 
for a long time. They may go on for months and wax and 
wane. In those cases, are people exhibiting a long course of  
the same infection or several separate infections? “It’s re-
ally not clear what the antibody tests means at this point.”

Antibody tests are blood tests, unlike the more meaning-
ful diagnostic tests that are recommended as an important 

way to fight the disease. Since the virus 
attacks the respiratory system, diagnos-
tic tests – so called PCR tests – hunt for 
the virus that may be present in your 
nose and throat. A health care worker 
collects a sample by inserting a 6-inch 
swab through a nostril and obtaining 
some cells from the upper part of  your 
throat.

Another, simpler test is less invasive. 
The swab reaches only an inch or so 
inside the nose and is more comfortable 
for the patient. Experts now believe the 
simpler test may work almost as well, 
but health care workers giving the test 
may also swab the back of  your throat 
to obtain a more robust sample. 

Carr told me that the FDA has now 
authorized do-it-yourself  tests. “It’s a 
shallower nasal swab test “but not quite 
as accurate.” Another test requires 
users to spit in a test tube and send it 
to the lab. Both these kinds of  tests are 

“probably pretty good,” Carr says, and have been useful in 
places where testing materials have been in short supply.

Gov. DeWine reports that the first test he took, which 
gave a false positive result, was an antigen test. His later 
tests were PCR tests that, as I’ve explained, examine virus 
cells taken from a patient’s nasal passages. DeWine called 
the PCR test “very, very, very reliable,” and added, “People 
should not take away from my experience that testing is not 
reliable or doesn’t really work.”

In fact, testing and contact tracing, the practice of  follow-
ing up with people who have been in contact with a person 
who has tested positive for the disease, are major defenses 
against the spread of  the virus. People identified through 
contact tracing are advised to self-isolate or get tested them-
selves. 

Carr told me that the length of  time people wait to get 
their test results “varies quite a lot” with some people wait-
ing as long as two weeks to find out if  they have the disease. 
In general, though, you can expect a test result within a 
week. But if  you think you have COVID, “you really need 
to be quarantining the whole time” you are waiting for 
results.

Carr had a last piece of  advice: “Nobody should have to 
pay for their tests.” Under new laws passed this spring, 
COVID testing is now free with no cost sharing. Congress 
has made it possible for those without insurance to get free 
tests through their state Medicaid programs. Check with 
your state since a few states have not yet adopted that policy. 

What has been your experience with testing? Write to Trudy 
at trudy.lieberman@gmail.com. 

What you need to know
about COVID-19 testing

Eddie Schilling (r) and Korene Erickson reigned at the Wayne Music 
Camp back in 1970. File photo

The Upper Elkhorn NRD will 
be taking applications for the 
expansion of  new groundwater 
irrigated acres during the 
month of  October for the 2021 
growing season.

The sign up is not on a first 
come first served basis; but, 
based on a ranking criteria 
sheet that focuses on current 
water quality and quantity 
concerns within the district. 

Applications will be accepted 
from the landowner or their 
power of  attorney from 
October 1 through October 
30, 2020 with a minimum 
application fee of  $125 or $5.00 
per acre.  

Landowners/Power of  
Attorney’s will need to meet 
with NRD staff  to complete the 

UENRD groundwater acre 
expansion coming in October

application process and submit 
the application fee.  

It is highly recommended 
that anyone interested in 
applying for expansion 
acres review the criteria 
ranking sheet and supporting 
information on the UENRD 
website (www.uenrd.org) 
to determine if  the area 
in question will meet the 
minimum score before making 
an appointment.  

Applications not reaching 
the minimum score will not be 
considered.  

For further information 
contact the Upper Elkhorn 
NRD at 402-336-3867 or visit the 
Upper Elkhorn NRD website at 
www.uenrd.org.

engine, tool car and caboose. 
The engine and caboose were 
detached from the train and 
the crew set to work removing 
as much of  the tools and 
welding equipment as possible. 
Elgin firemen were summoned 
around 10 a.m. from a rural 
telephone. 

A number of  local residents 
watched the United State’s 
new satellite “Echo” pass over 
this community around 11:00 
Friday night and at different 
times since its first night trip 
around the world. The giant 
plastic, aluminum colored, 
balloon has held to a course 
southwest to northeast and 
takes around 20 minutes to 
travel across the sky from the 
time it can be spotted until it 
passes out of  view. The balloon 
appears in the sky like a star, 
but can be spotted because 
of  its speed - nearly 16,000 
miles per hour at a height of  
approximately 1,000 miles. It is 
as large as a 10-story building 
and has a skin thinner than 
the plastic wrappping on a 
pack of  cigarettes. It was shot 
skyward from Cape Canaveral, 
Fla. and circles the earth every 
118-plus minutes. 

Carol Schindler, daughter of  

Mrs. Elizabeth Schindler, has 
been employed as bookkeeper 
for Farmers Co-Op. Exchange, 
lumber yard division. Jerene 
Pierce resigned Aug. 12 as 
bookkeeper and plans to attend 
Wayne State Teachers College. 
She worked there the past year.

At the Krazy Days sale at 
Eddie’s Superette you can 
get yourself  a quart of  Kraft 
Miracle Whip for only 45 cents. 
Some Wilson’s Chopped BIF or 
MOR is only 75 cents for 2-12 oz 
cans. Ground beef  was 49 cents 
a pound while a tender grown 
1-3/4 to 2 lb frying chickens are 
69 cents each. One pound of  
California fresh solid lettuce is 
only 10 cents. 

By Aly Schulz
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

And to top it off, no Husker football!

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

No Big Red!
Just when you thought 2020 couldn’t get any 

worse. Just when you wondered if  the pandemic 
was going to end. THIS! The Big 10 announces no 
cross-country, no soccer, no volleyball, NO FOOT-
BALL.

For the first time in decades, NO Big Red! The 
horror. Since 1890, University of  Nebraska football 
has been the glue that holds Nebraska together. 
What about the longest sellout streak in the nation, 
375 games dating back to 1962?

There will be no Herbie Husker, Lil’ Red, scores 
of  red balloons floating skyward when the home 
team scores on game days (and nights) in Lincoln. 
No packed bars and restaurants and gift shops and 
hotels and motels.

After days of  speculation, rumors and fake news, 
The Big Ten confirmed August 11 that it is postpon-

ing all fall sports, including 
football. The league said 
in a statement that moving 
football or other fall sports 
to the spring remains “a 
possibility.”

“When you look at this 
decision, we just believe 
collectively that there’s too 
much uncertainty at this 
point in time in our country 
to encourage our student-
athletes to participate in fall 
sports,” Big Ten Commis-
sioner Kevin Warren said 
during an interview after 
the announcement. 

The Big Ten Council of  
Presidents and Chancellors 
had a meeting earlier in the 
day, which appears to have 
led to the final call.

“The mental and physi-
cal health and welfare of  our student-athletes has 
been at the center of  every decision we have made 
regarding the ability to proceed forward,” Warren 
said. 

“As time progressed and after hours of  discus-
sion with our Big Ten Task Force for Emerging 
Infectious Diseases and the Big Ten Sports Medi-
cine Committee, it became abundantly clear that 
there was too much uncertainty regarding poten-
tial medical risks to allow our student-athletes to 
compete this fall.”

Nebraska leadership took a strong stance against 
the decision in a statement on behalf  of  Head 
Football Coach Scott Frost, UNL Chancellor Ronnie 
Green, athletic director Bill Moos and NU Presi-
dent Ted Carter. The statement said, in part:

“We are very disappointed in the decision by the 
Big Ten Conference to postpone the fall football 
season, as we have been and continue to be ready to 
play. Safety comes first. Based on the conversations 
with our medical experts, we continue to strongly 
believe the absolute safest place for our student ath-
letes is within the rigorous safety protocols, testing 
procedures, and the structure and support provided 
by Husker Athletics. 

“We will continue to consult with medical experts 
and evaluate the situation as it emerges. We hope it 

may be possible for our student athletes to have the 
opportunity to compete.”

So, emotion aside now folks, let’s look at the 
economic impact of  all this. One Lincoln bar owner, 
Eric Marsh, told the Lincoln Journal Star that he 
and other bar and restaurant owners “live for those 
seven Saturdays a year.” He said his revenue on 
home game Saturdays is about 50 times more than 
an average weekday. “It’s the money that allows us 
to make it through the rest of  the year.”

Frost has said the NU athletic department would 
lose as much as $120 million in revenue if  there 
was no football season. A 2014 study done by the 
University of  Nebraska-Lincoln’s Bureau of  Busi-
ness Research found Nebraska athletics, as a whole, 
had a $245.5 million economic impact on the city, 
supporting more than 3,400 jobs and $87 million in 
worker income. 

The numbers for football alone (based on eight 
home games, plus the Spring Game) were $44.8 mil-
lion in spending outside the stadium, supporting 
$14.8 million in wages.

Based on that study, each home football game 
sends an estimated $260,000 in tax revenue to the 
city, Lincoln City Finance Director Brandon Kauff-
man said. That includes sales and gas tax, and 
other funds.

Apparently the only thing to cross the goal line 

See RICKETTS, Page 11

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

in Lincoln this year was a heavily amended bill 
(LB1107) that creates a new property tax relief  
plan, enacts a new business development tax 
incentives program and provides a pledge of  $300 
million in future state appropriations to help fund 
a proposed $2.6 billion mega-project at the UNMC 
campus in Omaha. That project is built around 
the Medical Center’s effort to win federal designa-
tion as the site for development of  a new national 
pandemic and all-hazard disaster response center 
to serve both civilian and military needs.

Property tax relief  under the measure would be-
gin with $125 million in state funding rising to $375 
million in five years, all in addition to the $275 mil-
lion already provided through the state’s property 
tax credit fund. Fiscal analysts have cautioned that 
the bill will wind up costing too much in the post 
pandemic economy.

I would have given better odds to Nebraska win-
ning a national championship than this bill pass-
ing. But, if  the pandemic and its social distancing 
and facemasks and quarantines have taught us any-
thing, it’s how to wait. I’m just waiting for the other 
shoe to drop.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for 20 years. 

See FISCHER, Page Eight

Many of  the steps we have 
taken to physically and economi-
cally combat COVID-19 have re-
ceived widespread coverage, such 
as social distancing, wearing of  
masks, and quarantining. 

The most critical measure, 
however, has largely been go-
ing on behind the scenes and 
deserves our attention. Develop-
ing a vaccine for COVID-19 is 
the only way to defeat the virus, 
potentially helping billions of  
people worldwide.

Vaccine development has been 
a top priority of  our COVID re-
sponse, with Congress and Presi-
dent Trump working together on 
several important actions made 
possible by the CARES Act. This 
effort, known as Operation Warp 
Speed, mobilized early funding 
appropriated by Congress to 
create a key, new partnership be-
tween government agencies such 
as the U.S Department of  Health 
and Human Services (HHS), 
the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC), the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), and private 

compa-
nies. The 
ultimate 
goal is to 
develop 
and dis-
tribute 
vaccines 
by the 
end of  the 
year while 
maintain-
ing our 
nation’s 
top safety 
standards. 

Opera-
tion Warp 
Speed 
provides 
the fastest 
possible 

route to a safe, effective vaccine 
by ensuring it receives top prior-
ity consideration by all involved 
parties. 

Any new development toward 
a COVID vaccine will move to 
the front of  the line for FDA ap-
proval. 

Usually, companies must wait 
months, or even years, in this 
approval process line, which can 
be further slowed by paperwork 
delays and other regulatory bot-
tlenecks. 

Companies working on COVID 
vaccines have been able to 
complete multiple steps in the 
development process simultane-
ously, instead of  waiting for each 
step to be completed sequentially. 
This means work can be done on 
manufacturing and distribution 
logistics while the potential vac-
cine is going through the normal 
approval process, potentially sav-
ing huge amounts of  time. Mean-
while, with funds appropriated 
by Congress, the administration 
is establishing manufacturing 
lines in advance of  approval and 
preordering hundreds of  mil-
lions of  vaccine doses to ensure 
the fastest possible rollout of  
vaccines to the public.

The CARES Act incentivized 
American companies to lead the 
way in a worldwide race to find a 
vaccine. 

Incentivizing not one company 
but many to strive for the vac-
cine helps ensure the American 
way of  competition to ultimately 
obtain the best result. 

Progress is being made and 
we are even seeing some vaccine 
candidates at the clinical trial 
phase with adult volunteers. It is 
inspiring to see the innovation 
potential of  American pharma-
ceutical companies showcased 
for the world. We must continue 
to unleash our capacity for in-
novation.

We are all in this fight together 
and I appreciate the leadership 
shown by President Trump. 
American ingenuity can once 
again change the world as we 
know it – this time by eradicat-
ing COVID-19.

Working toward 
a vaccine

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

Over the years, Nebraska has 
decided against allowing casino 
gambling in the Good Life—and for 
good reason.  Gambling can ruin 
families, hurt communities, and pile 
on new costs to the state.  By keeping 
Nebraska casino-free, our state has 
minimized the social harms associ-
ated with problem gambling.  In fact, 
research shows that Nebraska ranks 
as the fourth-least gambling-addicted 
state in America.

It’s not just about the rankings.  
There’s a real human cost to casinos.  
When thinking about casino gam-
bling, it’s important to remember that 
the house always wins.  The allure of  
hitting the jackpot overshadows the 
more common reality of  players going 
broke chasing the dream of  winning 
it all.  In 2017, Americans lost $107 
billion from all forms of  legalized 
gambling.

These losses are a reflection of  one 
of  the sad realities of  gambling: It 
can be a habit-forming and addictive 
activity.  While some gamblers harm-
lessly lose a little cash, others have 
a harder time knowing when to stop.  
Compulsive gamblers get a “high” 
from gambling that rewires the neural 
circuitry of  the brain much like an 
addictive drug.  As with drug abuse, 
gambling addiction leads to anti-so-
cial and self-destructive behaviors.

Even without casinos, Nebraska 
already experiences some of  the 
negative impacts from gambling on 
our communities.  The Nebraska 
Commission on Problem Gambling 
offers counseling to individuals with 
gambling disorders and their fami-

Gambling with Nebraska: A losing bet
lies through its Gamblers Assistance 
Program (GAP).  From July 1, 2018 to 
April 30, 2020, GAP provided long-
term counseling to 280 Nebraskans.  
Surveys of  these individuals reveal 
the financial distress and mental 
health challenges common to problem 
gamblers.  Thirty percent of  partici-
pants said they had considered sui-
cide in the past year.  For those who 
reported gambling debts, the average 
amount owed was over $28,000.  This 
nearly equaled the group’s median an-
nual income.  Half  of  those receiving 
counseling services earned less than 
$30,000 a year.

Financial crimes aren’t the only 
negative effects of  problem gambling.  
It shatters relationships and destroys 
families.  Time and money spent gam-
bling can wreck a marriage or lead to 
child neglect.  The financial pressure 
of  gambling losses can also motivate 
domestic violence or child abuse.  Ad-
ditionally, the stress of  gambling debt 
may trigger anxiety, depression, and 
behavioral health disorders.

Problem gamblers also hurt our 
communities when they commit 
crimes like embezzlement, forgery, 
and theft to finance their addiction.  
For example, in 2012 a Nebraska State 
Senator pled guilty to illegally spend-
ing campaign funds at casinos in 
Kansas.  In 2016 a Lincoln pharmacist 
was sentenced to nine years in prison 
after defrauding Nebraska’s Medicaid 
program of  $14.4 million.  He squan-
dered the money playing craps and 
blackjack at casinos in Council Bluffs.  
Also in 2016, a bookkeeper at an 
Omaha travel agency was arrested for 

stealing $1.2 million from her employ-
er to cover gambling losses incurred 
at Iowa casinos.

Many try to argue that we need 
casino gambling because they say that 
it would be a financial windfall to the 
State with no strings attached.  This 
kind of  thinking is short-sighted.  For 
every $1 a com-
munity gains 
from casino 
gambling, it 
pays $3 in social 
costs.  These 
costs go toward 
regulating the 
casino industry 
and dealing 
with the many 
negative side ef-
fects of  problem 
gambling, such 
as child abuse, 
spousal abuse, 
crime, family 
breakdown, and 
bankruptcy.  Le-
galizing casinos 
to improve the 
state’s budget 
situation makes 
about as much financial sense as play-
ing the slots to get rich.

In light of  the social costs, it’s also 
unfair to argue that governments 
should allow casino gambling in order 
to generate tax revenues.  Low-income 
Americans disproportionately strug-
gle with problem gambling, and the 
net outcome of  casino gambling is to 

The United States is experiencing 
a mental health crisis, and Nebraska 
is no exception. In 2016, the Univer-
sity of  Nebraska Medical Center an-
nounced that one in five Nebraskans 
had reported suffering from mental 

illness that year. 
And in 2018, 
suicide was the 
second leading 
cause of  death 
for Nebraskans 
aged 15 to 34.

Unfortunately, 
COVID-19 has 
only made the 
mental health 
issues many 
people struggle 
with worse. In 
response to this 
aspect of  the 
pandemic, the 
Senate unani-
mously passed 
the National 
Suicide Hotline 
Designation Act 
in May, a bill 

that would shorten the ten-digit na-
tional suicide hotline phone number 
to just three numbers: 9-8-8. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of  this 
effort to make it easier for those expe-
riencing a mental health crisis to get 
help. Many people with mental illness 

Better access to
mental health

resources
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REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

She and her husband Bud lived their early years in Elgin, raising their young family.

“Pete’s on the phone for you” 
said Barb, the church 
secretary, interrupt-
ing my organizing 
of  paper clips and 
staples in my desk. It 
was my first week in 
town and settling-in 
was the order of  the 
day. “Who’s Pete?” I 
asked, before picking 
up line one. “He’s an 
old man who lives 
out on the Highway 
just south of  town.” 
“Is he a member of  
the church?” I asked. 
“No.” she said. 

Pete invited me to 
visit him at home. He 
wanted to introduce 
himself  to me and 
welcome me to town 
but, because he was 
shut-in, I’d need to come to him 

He has a purpose for each one of us
since he couldn’t come to me. 

My city-girl instincts 
made me leery, but 
Barb told me she 
thought he was 
harmless. She knew 
the former minister 
visited Pete at home 
from time to time. So, 
taking a break from 
unpacking boxes and 
organizing my study, 
I headed south, to 
a little white frame 
house on the far edge 
of  town. The last 
house on the right 
before the soybean 
fields took over the 
landscape. 

Pete was in pa-
jamas sitting in 
his wheelchair on 
the enclosed porch 

when I arrived. The porch was 

crowded with stuff  covered 
in a thick layer of  dust. Yel-
lowed shades were pulled down 
to varying heights over the 
windows. It smelled musty. Pete 
told me he practically lived out 
there on the porch. “I can see 
all the traffic coming in and go-
ing out of  town so I can pray for 
everybody going by.” 

Prayer was what Pete did. 
That’s why he wanted to meet 
me so early in my ministry 
in town. Pete knew all the 
ministers in the county. He’d 
met with all of  them there on 
his dusty porch. Pete said, “I 
can’t get out. I can’t do much 
of  anything anymore. But, one 
thing I can do is pray.  I figure, I 
can spend my days praying for 
the folks who are doing all the 
doing, and I can help them out 
that way.” 

“Tell me about you.” He 

said. “Tell me your hopes and 
dreams for your ministry here. 
I’ll pray for you every day.” 

Pete said, “I figure as long as 
I’m alive the Good Lord has a 
purpose for me.” 

Last Saturday I had a long 
phone conversation with a dear 
friend and her son. As long 
as I’ve known her Caroline 
has been one of  those people 
who is constantly in motion.  
Gardening, canning, baking, 
cooking, planning for one 
church event or another. She 
was always headed to Sam’s 
Club or Costco for supplies 
for a church supper or youth 
group or coffee hour.  When 
she wasn’t planning a meal for 
fifty folks, she was crafting or 
sewing or something.  Caroline 
suffered a massive stroke last 

Obituary
Rose Mary Mooney, 87

Rose Mary Mooney, age 87, 
passed away on April 1, 2020 
in her home at Water Valley, 

in Windsor, 
Colorado.   
There will be 
a Graveside 
Service at 
10 a.m. on 
Saturday, 
August 22, 2020 
at St. Boniface 
Catholic 
Cemetery, Elgin.  

She was born 
March 25, 1933 in Petersburg, 
Boone County, Nebraska to 
Sebastian and Clara Ann 
Getzfred. She was the youngest 
of  their six children. Rose 
Mary married the love of  her 
life, Alvin (Bud) Mooney in 
May of  1950. Their children 

were all born in Nebraska 
before moving to Colorado in 
the early 60’s.

Rose Mary is survived 
by her children: Dori (Bill) 
Fitzgerald, Bob (Versa) 
Mooney, Marlene (Martin) 
Poole, Rita (Ken) Chandler, 
Debbie (Dave) Munter all living 
in Colorado; 11 grandchildren: 
Jenna Starling, Neotha Leslie, 
Shawna Shearer, Ashley 
DeKam, Christy McGinn, 
Katie Meirath Distad, Heather 
Kahler, Ben Mooney, Michael 
Mooney, Monica Brunswick, 
and Ryan Chandler; 6 great 
grandchildren: Rylee Starling, 
Kylie McGinn, Owen Leslie, 
Avery, Miles and Nolan 
Shearer.

Rose was preceded in death 
by her husband Bud, son John, 

her parents and siblings: Vic, 
Robert, Monica, Mary, and 
Irene.

Rose Mary was a dedicated 
and loving mother, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother. She alongside 
Bud made many large family 
get togethers memorable. 
Hams, turkeys, cranberry 
marshmallow salad, baked 
beans, jello salads, macaroni 
salad, and hamburgers were 
always aplenty.

Rose and Bud lived their 
early years in Elgin, Nebraska 
raising their young family. 
They enjoyed many friends, 
spending their summers on 
“the river”, boating, playing 
and socializing with a group 
of  other families in the 
summer cabins. After moving 

to Colorado Rose worked 
outside the home for many 
years including some time at 
Sears then some exciting and 
challenging years assisting 
software engineers at Hewlett 
Packard. Rose and Bud spent 
their retirement years camping 
in their various motorhomes 
around the country. They loved 
going to Estes Park, California, 
Utah, Branson, New Mexico 
and Arizona. In her younger 
years she traveled outside the 
country to Mexico, Rome and 
London. She especially loved 
Hawaii.

Water Valley in Windsor was 
a good and safe place for her. 
She enjoyed her many years 
of  playing cards, Wii bowling 
and visiting with friends and 
family.

See McNEIL, Page 12
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Saturday was one of  those 
rare days when we had nothing 
on the calendar to do. The 
yard could wait another day 
to be mowed, there were no 
big events which required 
someone to record in pictures, 
etc. No special guests were 
coming to visit for the weekend 
and no golf  tournaments were 
to be played. 

So, Lynell and I decided to 
do what our parents used to 
do decades ago — get in the 
vehicle and just drive.

First we went north, then 
east and back north and wound 
up in Yankton at lunch time. 
JoDean’s was an option, but we 
chose to literally step back in 
time. We pulled into Willert’s.

Many of  you have probably 
been there, some who haven’t 
need to go. The food was as 
authentic as one can find for an 
experience of  what drive-ins 
were like back in the 1960s and 
early 70s.

The menu was as simple 
as were the times. Burgers, 
fries, cheese balls, shakes and 
malts. The drive-in is known 
for its loose beef  sandwiches 
and those shakes and malts. 
Before char-broiled burgers, 
there were these loose beef  
sandwiches. Simple to make, 
they taste so good that I had 

two and, 
had I 
not had 
breakfast 
I proba-
bly would 
have ate 
another. 
The 
french 
fries were 
done just 
right - 
crispy 
but not 
over-
cooked. 
Then 
there was 
the malt. 
I had a 
black 
rasp-

berry malt. I swear my 
tastebuds must have thought I 
had died and gone to Heaven. I 
hope Heaven has food because 
dining on fine food is truly a 
great experience. Kinda like 
those ribeye steaks served 
one night earlier at the Elgin 
Community Club Steak Fry.

Back to Willert’s. The 
exterior of  the building looks 
like it hasn’t changed much 
through the decades and 
that’s a good thing. The music 
playing on the speakers was 
Sirius 60s on Six. The Mamas 
and Papas were singing 
“Monday, Monday” as we 
pulled out of  the driveway.

Another good thing is that it 
holds its own against Burger 
King on the other side of  
the street. Money changes 
everything. Mom and pop 
drive-ins are harder and 
harder to find as corporate 
milllions of  dollars tell you 
The Whopper or some chicken 
sandwich is better for you. It 
isn’t.

Then it was off  to Vermillion 
to visit the Valiant Winery. 
It would be the first of  two 
winerys we would hit on 
the day. For my dollar, the 
best wine made there was 
Rushmore White. Free samples 
helped me make that decision. 
A couple of  bottles purchased 
and we were on the road again.

We crossed the river and 
ended up at the Nissen Winery 
north of  Hartington. We’ve 
been there before, but this time 
we picked up some new wine. 
Winestock and Bow Valley 
Blush were added to our Kid 
Wade and other staples.

Wineries seem to pop up 
more and more. Who would 
have thought Nebraska could 
be a wine state, but it is. Not 
quite Oklahoma, but its a 
growing industry. Thanks to 
a large infusion of  money by 
investors who have a dream, 
there are now more than 20 

Money changes
everything

See TALES, Page Eight

Despite my efforts to get into shape while being stuck at home 
after school was shut down back in March, it seems as though 
I and many others are struggling to get out of  “covid-shape”, 
a term used by volleyball coach Tina Thiele-Blecher in the 
beginning of  conditioning week… one of  the hardest weeks in 
the year. 

Did I try to get into decent shape before hand with walking my 
dog and lifting? Yes. But could I have tried a bit harder? Probably. 
Nonetheless, I along with all the other teammates are in the same 
boat, starting over and preparing ourselves for the volleyball 
season. There are members of  the team who have a bit easier 
time getting back into shape while others, not so much. Me, I am 
more towards the lower side of  the spectrum. Though this year 
is a bit more tough considering, I personally have never had the 
easiest time trying to get into shape, especially when it comes to 
running.

This year’s conditioning week was run 
by the senior class, including me. All of  
us agreed that we needed to really push 
ourselves so we wouldn’t be out of  shape 
completely during season. So, conditioning 
week was filled with lots of  hard exercises, 
but my least favorite part was long distance 
running. In my personal opinion, I believe 
there are people that are just naturally 
gifted runners and then there are those, 
like me, who do not run very well. I think 
I can run almost every day of  my life, and 
still be as slow and out of  breath as I am 
now. However I stuck with it, even if  I was 
losing my breath, getting cramps in my 
calves and side aches, and of  course the 
dreaded shin splints. Along with our long 
distance running, we did hill sprints, ab 
workouts, and for a more fun day, did water 
exercises at the Elgin Pool. Although many 
of  us were in pain and were tired, we made 
it through conditioning week. 

After a two day weekend, the volleyball team hit it hard with 
two a day practices, morning starting at 6 AM, a very early 
morning for me, especially after a summer of  sleeping in many 
mornings. The first thing on the agenda you may ask, running 
outside on the track… again. And like before, I still struggled 
to run long distance. After running outside, we finally started 
working on volleyball skills, passing, setting, and hitting. And to 
be perfectly clear, I went home and took a nice long nap following 
practice. Then at 4 PM, we came back to continue working on our 
volleyball skills and some indoor sprints to continue to get into 
shape. For the next three days, we continued with the two a days. 

Through windsprints, long distance running, volleyball skills, 
and early mornings, the past week and a half  was definitely 
hard. But, I and the team survived the hardest time of  volleyball 
season and are going to continue to keep pushing ourselves in 
order to be ready to play some volleyball games. Even if  that 
means I have to run a few more laps around the track.

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Conditioning week is tough

The 2020 match play champi-
ons were announced last week. 
Three received trophies, led by 
Elgin’s Todd Heithoff (r) and Alex 
Hughes (l) and (not pictured) Eric 
Maple. Match play at Antelope 
Country Club has been going on 
for the past few weeks. Courtesy 
photo

Heithoff
among ACC
match play
champions
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struggle silently, and one of  the 
most important things we can 
do to help is to provide them 
with the resources they need to 
fight back.

Besides a national suicide 
hotline, the federal government 
runs several programs that 
offer mental health resources 
through funding grants, but 
locating and accessing them 
can be complicated. Due to the 
cross-cutting nature of  mental 
health struggles, which present 
challenges in education, work, 
housing, and public safety 
settings, funding is spread out 
over several different agen-
cies, and it is often difficult for 
organizations seeking grants to 
know which program to apply 
for or whether they qualify.

This bipartisan bill would 
direct the Secretary of  HHS to 
establish an interactive online 
dashboard where potential 
applicants could find informa-
tion such as grant names, ap-
plication deadlines, and direct 
access to program information 
websites. This would simplify 
the search process and make it 
much easier for organizations 
that support mental health 
to find out which grants they 
qualify for.

This user-friendly, web-based 
dashboard would be especially 
important for rural Americans. 
The idea for this bill came from 
conversations with a variety of  
entities across rural Nebraska, 
who also told me that because 

From Page Four
Fischer

mental health specialists tend 
to live in urban areas, the com-
munities that rural organiza-
tions serve tend not to receive 
the same level of  support.

However, this dashboard 
would make it easier for organ-
izations based in rural parts 
of  any state to find federal 
mental health funds for which 
they are eligible – grants that 
institutions in bigger cities 
with larger budgets often take 
for granted. This would help in 
that communities can better ac-
cess the same federal resourc-
es, regardless of  location.

While HHS would be tasked 
with developing this online 
tool, our bill would direct them 
to do so in collaboration with 
the other federal agencies 
that distribute federal mental 
health funds, including the 
Department of  Justice and the 
Department of  Education. HHS 
would be required to complete 
work on the portal within two 
years, and the final product 
would make this process easier 
for all involved.

I have been working on the 
ATTAIN on Mental Health 
Act since before the pandemic 
began, but the stress and isola-
tion this virus has brought 
make clearer access to mental 
health services even more 
crucial to those with mental 
illness. This dashboard would 
help modernize the grant-
finding process and make sure 
we are prepared to meet future 
crises head-on.

winerys across the state. 
Money changes everything.

Driving home Saturday 
night, I couldn’t help but think 
how money changes almost 

everything it touches. Consider 
the Huskers and the Big Ten 
Conference. You’ve all, by 
now, heard about Nebraska 
stirring up the Big Ten for not 
towing the line when it came to 

From Page Seven
Tales

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler Central staff  attend-

ed a cake reception in honor of  
teachers Sherry Smith and Ja-
net Kallhoff  who retired from 
teaching last spring.  Wheeler 
Central teachers enjoyed the 
time reminiscing past teach-
ing experiences with Sherry 

Bartlett News

A special cake reception was held Tuesday afternoon, August 11  at 
Wheeler Central to honor teachers Sherry Smith (l) and Janet Kallhoff 
(r) who retired last spring. Photo submitted

and Janet. We will miss seeing 
them this year, but wish all the 
best for them.  

Janet Kallhoff, a Neligh na-
tive, attended Kearney State 
College graduating with a 
Bachelor Degree in Elemen-
tary and Special Education. 
She began her teaching career 
in Deloit, Nebraska at District 
18 1/2,  teaching  grades K-3 
for one year. The next year 
she taught grades 4-8 at Valley 
View, a country school north of  
Neligh.  Her final 18 years of  
teaching were spent at Wheeler 
Central Elementary with vari-
ous class assignments.  These 
included 1st grade, 2nd grade. 
3rd grade, 5th and 6th grade 
science and 4th, 5th and 6th 
grade social studies. 

Janet’s children are Justin, 
Brittney and Kendra Kallhoff.  
Her grandchildren are Kinlee 
Flinn and Reiker Kallhoff.  

Janet will miss her teacher 
friends at Wheeler Central, but 
looks forward to spending time 
with grand kids, camping, fish-
ing traveling. 

Sherry Smith, who gradu-
ated from Wheeler Central as 
Sherry Hinkle, graduated from 
the University of  Nebraska 
with a Bachelors degree in 
Home Economics. A Home Eco-
nomics teaching position was 
available at Wheeler Central 
when she graduated. She took 
that position in the fall of  1979 
retiring  in the spring of  2020.  

Subdivision New Last Year     2 Years Ago 3 Years Ago 4 Years Ago            5 Years Ago
Summerland 115 $667,503,877 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Neligh Oakdale 9 $529,158,499 $549,791,211 $537,524,137 $554,948,455 $570,436,972 $569,669,846
Elgin 18 $623,391,001 $632,666,729 $631,043,838 $658,290,478 $681,464,605 $659,870,268
Summerland 115 Bond 2020 $667,503,877 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Boone Central 1 $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507 $5,720,918 $5,869,608
Boone Central 1 Bond $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507  $5,720,918 N/A
Creighton 13 $118,733,326 $124,596,935 $124,790,694 $130,737,005 $135,991,308 $139,363,391
Elkhorn Valley 80 $243,469,983 $250,003,273 $246,922,749 $258,763,840 $268,741,520 $257,465,490
Elkhorn Valley 80 Bond $243,469,983 $250,003,273 $246,922,749 $258,763,840 $268,741,520 N/A
Plainview 5 $237,869,792 $241,879,849 $240,417,941 $245,754,601 $256,374,948 $262,085,750
ESU 1 $118,733,326 $124,596,935 $124,790,694 $130,737,005 $135,991,308 $139,263,391
ESU 7 $5,050,582 $5,375,412 $5,326,514 $5,463,507 $5,720,918 $5,869,608
ESU 8 $2,301,393,155 $2,353,512,724 $2,329,289,145 $2,408,873,433 $2,479,951,924 $2,460,302,066
Upper Elkhorn NRD $2,404,101,833 $2,463,923,754 $2,439,716,169 $2,525,834,034 $2,602,606,861 $2,586,082,421
Lower Elkhorn NRD $21,075,232 $19,561,322 $19,690,183 $19,239,912 $19,057,293 $19,352,649
Orchard Fire Gen $299,530,200 $302,113,666 $302,997,454 $314,154,340 $323,976,213 $333,174,165
Brunswick Fire Gen $376,152,914 $386,294,318 $386,364,225 $402,955,700 $419,836,822 $432,138,261
Clearwater Fire Gen $214,650,678 $221,033,962 $218,644,656 $221,224,491 $221,463,625 $221,253,467
Neligh Fire Gen $385,568,080 $404,209,883 $395,070,132 $408,307,522 $421,483,753 $423,220,155
Elgin Fire Gen $428,810,059 $436,936,549 $436,098,980 $457,867,540 $476,079,490 $467,233,446
Oakdale Fire Gen $199,462,603 $206,894,724 $205,807,559 $216,926,476 $225,339,285 $214,278,019
Tilden Fire Gen $232,364,661 $238,822,867 $236,233,350 $248,786,378 $258,788,406 $249,352,044
Ewing Fire Gen $17,743,639 $18,596,224 $18,256,242 $18,741,532 $19,314,475 $20,103,129
Creighton Fire Gen $41,070,875 $43,027,095 $43,119,276 $44,980,852 $46,312,418 $47,245,846
Neligh City Gen $73,990,603 $72,513,819 $71,091,650 $69,309,395 $66,622,960 $62,301,505
Tilden City Gen $12,804,389 $12,165,250 $12,421,785 $12,035,722 $11,962,346 $11,622,719
Oakdale Vlg Gen $4,598,170 $4,712,903 $3,944,206 $4,690,010 $4,287,412 $3,692,112
Elgin City Gen $43,654,588 $40,081,382 $38,940,335 $35,531,331 $35,376,845 $31,273,076
Elgin Pool Bond $43,654,587 $40,081,382 $38,940,335 $35,531,330 $35,376,846 N/A
Brunswick Vlg Gen $14,736,131 $15,005,297 $13,335,305 $11,203,159 $11,536,191 $11,162,507
Royal Vlg Gen $1,475,923 $1,499,041 $1,244,279 $1,198,759 $1,201,995 $1,191,065
Orchard Vlg Gen $17,398,808 $16,863,427 $14,953,783 $15,000,138 $14,479,379 $12,387,667
Clearwater Vlg Gen $12,338,322 $11,875,227 $10,418,191 $9,169,061 $9,095,079 $9,409,182
Tilden Rural Fire Bond $232,364,661 $238,822,867 $236,233,350 $248,786,370 $258,788,406 $249,352,044
Tilden City Bond $12,804,389 $12,165,250 $12,421,785 $12,035,722 $11,962,346 $11,622,719
Airport Bond Fund $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075 $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 $2,605,435,071
Airport General $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 $2,605,435,071
County Fair Gen $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 $2,605,435,071
Neligh RFD Bond $385,568,080 $404,209,883 $395,070,132 $408,307,522 $421,483,753 $423,220,155
County General $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,076 $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 $2,605,435,071
NECC General $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,075  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 $2,605,435,071
Prairie View Asst’d Living $1,676,440 $1,676,440 $1,885,910 $1,885,910 $1,885,910 $1,855,985
Law Enforcement FAC Bond $2,425,177,064 $2,483,485,076  $2,459,406,353 $2,545,073,947 $2,621,664,154 N/A
 

Comparison Of Valuations - Antelope County

cancelling the football season 
over COVID-19 pandemic 
concerns.

Stories about re-joining the 
Big 12 led to some obnoxious 
talking heads trying to kick 
the Huskers out of  the Big 10. 
Then, by the end of  the week, 
Nebraska formally announced 
they had no intentions of  
leaving the Big 10. 

You see, money changes 
everything. Those stories 
about the Big 12 didn’t just fall 
out of  the sky. The Huskers 
might have pursued it except 
for the money the school 
receives from the Big 10. The 
Big 10 is the major leagues 
when it comes to TV contracts. 
The Big 12 is the minor 
leagues. TV contracts are all 
about markets. 

The market for the Big 10 
blows all but the SEC out of  
the water.

Just as 80s superstar Cyndi 
Lauper sang so well in her 
debut album, “Money Changes 
Everything.”

Big Red isn’t going anywhere 
anytime soon. But, from all the 
noise made last week, it’s clear 
we’re not considered a “player” 
in the Big 10. Just remember, 

See BARTLETT, Page 11
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Court News

Notice — Estate of Duane J. Childers
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF ANTELOPE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Duane J. Childers, 

Deceased   PR20-27
Notice is hereby given that on 

July 28, 2020 in the County Court 
of Antelope County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
Statement of Informal Probate 
of the Will of said decedent and 

that Andrew Childers of Box 
396, Elgin, NE 68636 and Kyle 
Childers of 83666 511 Ave., 
Elgin, NE 68636 were informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Co-Representatives of 
the estate.

Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court on 
or before October 5, 2020 or be 
forever barred.

James A. Fehringer, #11255

Fehringer & Mielak, LLP
P. O. Box 400

Columbus, NE 68602-0400
Tel. No. 402/563-9617

Linda Mitchell
Clerk of the County Court
P. O. Box 26
Neligh, NE 68756
PUBLISH: August 5, 12 and 19, 
2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF
ORGANIZATION OF

CURRIE ACRES, L.L.C.
A NEBRASKA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that 
CURRIE ACRES, L.L.C., a 
Nebraska Limited Liability 
Company has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska, with its designated 
office at 83820 - 511th Avenue; 
Elgin, NE 68636. The general 
nature of its business is to 

Notice of Organization — Currie Acres, L.L.C.
engage in and to do any lawful 
act concerning any and all 
lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which 
a limited liability company may 
be organized under the laws of 
Nebraska. The company was 
organized and commenced on 
July 21, 2020 and the duration 
of existence of the Company will 
be perpetual, unless terminated 
sooner. The affairs of the 
limited liability company shall be 
conducted by its members until 

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education
ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

BOARD
Regular August Meeting

EPS Gymnasium
August 11, 2020   7:30 PM
President Steve Busteed 

called the Regular August 
Board Meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m.  Board members present 
were Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, 
Doug Jones, Stan Heithoff, and 
Todd Heithoff.  Absent was Lisa 
Welding.  Also present were 
Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
and Principal Greg Wemhoff.

President Busteed led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Busteed 
reminded everyone that a copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Law was posted in the meeting 
room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07. 

Stan Heithoff motioned, Ron 
Bode second to excuse Lisa 
Welding from the meeting.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.

Doug Jones motioned, Todd 
Heithoff second to approve the 
consent agenda--#5- Minutes of 
Regular Meeting, #6- Adopt the 
Agenda, #7- Financial Report, 
#8- Board Bills.  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.
ALICAP, Board Expense, 
$68,511.00; American Solu-
tions for Business, Health Ex-
pense, $1,995.00; Beckman 
Lumber, Maintenance, $40.00; 
Binswanger Glass, Maintenance, 
$374.50; Black Hills Energy, 
Maintenance, $20,000.00; Bom-

gaars, Maintenance, $1,205.68, 
Maintenance, $26.91 CVA, Main-
tenance, $64.79; City of Neligh, 
Maintenance, $12.00; Corner 
Service & Tire, Transportation, 
$18.00; Dean’s Market, Mainte-
nance, $80.38, Instru Expense, 
$22.92; Eakes, Maintenance, 
$661.41; ESU #8, Business Ex-
pense, $105.00, Instru Expense, 
$1,375.92; Elgin Hardware, 
Maintenance, $243.09; Elgin One 
Stop, Transportation, $276.18; 
Elgin Public School Activity Fund, 
EOY Transfer, $75,000.00; Elgin 
Public School Depreciation Fund, 
EOY Transfer, $150,000.00; El-
gin Public School Lunch Fund, 
EOY Transfer, $40,000.00; Elgin 
Review, Board Expense, $94.50, 
Business Expense, $256.50; 
Elkhorn Rural Public Power Dis-
trict, Maintenance, $30,000.00; 
Flinn Scientific, Instru Expense, 
$25.50; GP Communications, 
Business Expense, $363.57; 
Hometown Station, Transporta-
tion, $31.51; hand2mind, Health 
Expense, $152.94; Island Sup-
ply, Instru Expense, $75.33; 
Jerry’s Feed & Supply, Mainte-
nance, $24.34; John’s Disposal, 
Business Expense, $90.00; K&T 
Central Plains Plumbing, Main-
tenance, $126.00; KSB School 
Law, Board Expense, $435.00; 
Loup Valley Lighting, Instru Ex-
pense, $622.70; Midwest Floor 
Spec, Instru Expense, $590.80; 
Olson’s Pest Technicians, Main-
tenance, $99.00; Owens, Katie, 
SpEd Expense, $256.50; Plank 
Road Publishing, Instru Expense, 

$166.35; Rasmussen Mechani-
cal, Maintenance, $1,248.00; 
Reimbursement, $5,694.55; 
Schindler, Louise, SpEd Ex-
pense, $342.00; Scholastic, In-
stru Expense, $615.99; School-
Mate, Instru Expense, $588.90; 
School Specialty, Instru Expense, 
$72.73, SpEd Expense, $200.96; 
Textbook Warehouse, Instru Ex-
pense, $146.40; TMS, Business 
Expense, $48.60; Vanis, Susan, 
Business Expense, $500.00; 
Verizon Business, Business Ex-
pense, $91.58; Verizon Wireless, 
Business Expense, $380.05; 
Zaner-Bloser, Instru Expense, 
$185.40 
Total Board Bills: $403,538.48 
August Payroll: $196,598.87 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 
$600,137.35

President Busteed recognized 
visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments.  

In the principal’s report, 
Mr. Wemhoff reported on the 
upcoming start to school.  He also 
reported that Andrew Childers 
will be JH wrestling coach this 
year.  Due to the cancellation 
of the Northern Tier Teachers 
Meeting cancellation there will 
be school for PreK-Grade 6 on 
Sept. 14th.

Supt. Brockhaus updated the 
board on budget and summer 
projects.  

In action items, Jones 
motioned and Bode second 
to approve transfers from 
the General Fund to the 
Depreciation Fund ($150,000) 

Lunch Fund ($40,000) Activity 
Fund ($75,000) Wolfpack Fund 
($5,000) and pay ahead to Gas 
Company ($20,000) Electrical 
Company ($30,000).  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Todd Heithoff motioned and 
Stan Heithoff second to approve 
Mike Pommer as auditor for 
2020-21.  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.  

Stan Heithoff motioned and 
Jones second to approve 2nd 
reading of NASB recommended 
policies excluding policy 105.00 
Return to School Committee. 
The policies approved on 1st 
reading are:  205.08 Board Policy 
and Temporary Waivers of NDE 
Rules; 502.02 Non-Resident 
Students/Option Enrollment; 
504.11 Weapons; 504.16 
Searches, Seizures, and Arrests; 
508.15 Concussion Awareness; 
607.10 Classroom Environment; 
801.04 Bus Safety Program.  
Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Bode motioned and Todd 
Heithoff second to approve the 
1st & 2nd reading of Title IX policy 
404.12 and forms and 504.24 
and forms.  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.  All employees and board 
members will be trained on these 
policies.

Jones motioned and Bode 
second to approve emergency 
Covid 19 leave supplementation 
whereby 1/3 accumulated sick 
day can used when caring for 
a Covid 19 patient that is an 
immediate family member.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.  This would 
allow a person to supplement 
the 2/3 pay with 1/3 of sick leave 
from what you have built up.  

Todd Heithoff motioned, Jones 
second to pay ahead ½ of the 
bus barn expense ($46,614.50), 
the cost of the gym roof repair 
($40,940), 3rd Grade classroom 
window replacement costs 
($7,962), crow’s nest materials 
cost ($12,834.00), new entry 
door on old crow’s nest ($442), 
cement work around campus 
($1,000), and fire communication 
system ($4,969,65).  Vote Bode 
abstain, Busteed, Stan Heithoff, 
Todd Heithoff, and Doug Jones 
vote yes.  Motion carried.

Bode motioned, Todd Heithoff 
second to approve the purchase 
of 2020 Dodge pickup from 
Jonny Dodge for $31,340.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.

Jones motioned, Stan Heithoff 
second to offer on sealed bids 
the current 2006 pickup when 
new one arrives.  Vote 5-0, 

motion carried.
Stan Heithoff motioned, Bode 

second to approve post and 
cables around track.  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Jones motioned and Stan 
Heithoff second to approve 
paying an additional JH volleyball 
coach for this year.  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Discussion was held on the 
timing of board goals work 
sessions.  These will be finalized 
in June starting next year.  The 
policy committee will meet to 
review the new board policies.

Jones motioned, Stan Heithoff 
second to adjourn the meeting.  
Vote 5-0, motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

The Budget Hearing followed 
by the Special Hearing to Set 
the Final Tax Request will be 
September 9, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the gymnasium.  The regular 
meeting will follow.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug Jones, Secretary

Paula Jensen, Recorder
--This is a draft copy and does 

not become official Elgin Public 
Board minutes until approved 
at the next regular or advertised 
meeting.
PUBLISH: August 19, 2020

such time as successors are 
elected pursuant to the Operating 
Agreement.

Tom Kinney, Registered Agent
83820 - 511th Avenue

Elgin, NE 68636
Shawn D. Beaudette
Lammli, Locke & Beaudette Law 
Office, L.L.P.
100 N. 34th Street, Suite E
Norfolk, NE 68701
PUBLISH:: August 5, 12 and 19, 
2020
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
August 11th, 2020

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.
Correspondence was re-

viewed.  July’s Clerk of the 
District Court, Treasurer’s Mis-
cellaneous & Fund Balance Re-
ports, Sheriffs Fee Report was 
reviewed.

Approved payroll and vendor 
claims.

GENERAL: ACCOUNTS MGT 
INC, garn 486.51;  AMERICAN 
FAM LIFE ASSUR, ins 1,428.64; 
AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP, 
ret 15,127.05; ANTELOPE CO 
COURT, ex 153.00; APPEARA, 
ex 40.38; APPLIED CONNEC-
TIVE TECH, ex 260.00; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY, ut 372.62; 
BLACKBURN MFG, ex 98.00; 
BCBS, ins  65,227.50; BOM-
GAARS, ex 10.47; BOMGAARS, 
ex 62.23; BUFFALO CO COURT, 
garn 404.90; CARNEY LAW, 
ex 6,456.24; CASEY’S, ex 
1,212.96; CITY OF NELIGH, ut 
4,733.31; CITY OF NELIGH-
REC, ut 250.00; CLEARFLY 
COMM, ut 147.12; CORNER 
SERVICE & TIRE, ex 64.75; 
CORNHUSKER STATE INDUS-
TRIES, ex 192.00; CUBBY’S, ex 
1,230.50; DAS STATE ACCTNG, 
ex 448.00; DOLLAR GENERAL, 
ex 29.25; DUSTY’S, ex 104.80; 
EAKES OFFICE SOLUTIONS, 
ex 1,299.02; ELGIN ONE STOP, 
ex 215.60; ELGIN REVIEW, ex 
530.63; ELITE OFFICE PROD-
UCTS, ex 1,056.52; FED W/H, 
fed taxes 9,670.24; FIRST CON-
CORD BENEFITS, ins 1,254.16; 
FLOOR MAINTENENCE, ex 
213.53; GREAT PLAINS COMM, 
ut 472.61; HI-WAY MART, ex 
70.25; HOMETOWN STATION, 
ex 79.66; JACK’S UNIFORMS & 
EQUIPMENT, ex 938.80; JONNY 
DODGE, ex 97.49; K & S DOOR 
(OVERHEAD DOOR), ex 144.25; 
LIBERTY NATIONAL, ins 64.20; 
MADISON CO TREASURER, ex 
16,830.98; MADISON NATION-
AL LIFE, ins 42.59; MADISON 
NATIONAL LIFE, ins 1.89; LEO 
MARKET, ex 138.46; MICRO-
FILM IMAGING SYSTEMS, ex 
122.00; MIPS, ex 750.49; MIPS, 
ex 318.65; NE DEPT OF REV, 
state tax 4,339.48; NE HEALTH & 
HUMAN SERVICES, ex 186.00; 
NELIGH AUTO & MACHINE, ex 
22.99; NELIGH POSTMASTER, 
ex 150.00; VSP-NACO VISION, 
ins 588.24; NORTHEAST NE-
BRASKA JUVENILE, ex 701.25; 
BRUCE OFE, ex 9.00; OFFICE 
DEPOT, ex 59.21; ONE OF-
FICE SOLUTION, ex 147.30; 
WILLIAM OUREN, ex 75.00; 
LISA PAYNE, ex 31.92; PETTY 
CASH (COUNTY SHERIFF), ex 
11.00; PHYSICIANS LAB, ex 
2,415.00; PINNACLE BANK, ex 
521.47; PITNEY BOWES, ex 
246.49; PITZER DIGITAL, ex 
563.18; QUILL CORP, ex 14.99; 
ROYAL ONE STOP, ex 63.00; 
SCHROEDER LAND SURVEY-
ING, ex 720.00; WEX BANK, ex 
406.30; SS, 21,277.18; BRIT-
TANY SPIEKER, ex 80.25; 
STEALTH BROADBAND, ut 
2,029.50; CHUCK THIEMANN, 
ex 60.00; THRIFTWAY MARKET, 
ex 7.67; ULINE SHIPPING SUP-

PLY SPECIALISTS, ex 136.41; 
US CELL, ut 579.19; ANTELOPE 
CO TREAS, ex 300,000.00; 
WASHINGTON NATIONAL INS 
CO, ins 447.22; WAYNE CO 
TREASURER, ex 5,178.41; 
WHEELER CO COURT, ex 5.50; 
ZEE MEDICAL SERVICE, ex 
61.40; 319 GRAPHICS & T’S, 
ex 71.96; DOERR & KLEIN, ex 
2,617.80;

ROAD\BRIDGE: A & R CON-
STRUCTION, ex 3,662.50; 
AKRS, ex 182.76; AMERICAN 
FAM LIFE ASSUR, ins 181.87; 
AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP, ins 
10,681.63; AMH, ex 145.00; B’S 
ENTERPRISES, ex 3,840.00; 
BARCO MUNICIPAL PROD-
UCTS, ex 413.95; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY, ex 187.21; BCBS, 
ins 29,047.22; BOMGAARS, ex 
918.60; CARHART LUMBER, 
ex 49.99; CARQUEST OF NE-
LIGH, ex 228.17; CASEY’S, 
ex 108.04; CITY OF NELIGH, 
ut 26.00; CITY OF TILDEN, ut 
68.85;  COLONIAL LIFE & AC-
CIDENT INS, ins 18.00; BANK 
OF AMERICA LOCKBOX SVC, 
ut 177.75; CUBBY’S, ex 427.57; 
CUSTOM TRUCK LEASING, ex 
4,558.21; D & M MACHINERY, ex 
27.59; DINKEL IMP, ex 431.94; 
DUSTY’S, ex 106.62; ELK-
HORN RURAL PUBLIC POWER 
DIST, ut 473.34; EMME SAND & 
GRAVEL, ex 39,562.83; FARM-
ER’S PRIDE, ex 14,840.51; FED 
W/H, fed taxes 7,561.58; FIRST 
CONCORD BENEFITS, ins 
504.16; FRONTIER COMM, ut 
269.14; GREAT PLAINS COMM, 
ut 266.34; HEARTLAND HY-
DRAULICS, ex 213.09; HOME-
TOWN STATION, ex 2,959.31; 
ISLAND SUPPLY WELDING 
CO, ex 197.78; JOEL SINCLAIR, 
ex 5,198.10; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP, ex 6,423.75; JONNY 
DODGE, ex 1,038.81; K & S 
DOOR (OVERHEAD DOOR), 
ex 729.75; KAYTON INTNL, ex 
272.25; KELLY SUPPLY CO, ex 
272.25; KIMBALL-MIDWEST, 
ex 103.18; LAWSON PROD-
UCTS, ex 322.14; LAZY T TIRE 
& IMPLEMENT, ex 9.86; LIB-
ERTY NTL, ins 70.92; LICHTEN-
BERG TIRE SVC, ex 3,283.54; 
MADISON NTL LIFE, ins 38.94; 
MATTEO SAND & GRAVEL, ex 
6,678.51; MTS TREE SVC, ex 
1,500.00; MITTEIS GRAVEL, 
ex 16,519.08; MURPHY TRAC-
TOR & EQUIP, ex 1,335.71; 
NE DEPT OF REV, state tax 
3,220.66; NE PUBLIC POWER 
DIST, ut 129.91; NELIGH AUTO 
& MACHINE, ex 106.54; VSP-
NACO VISION, ins 270.19; NMC 
EXCHANGE, ex 2,704.29; NDP-
PD, ut 161.45; NORTHEAST 
NE TELEPHONE CO, ut 75.87; 
ORCHARD LUMBER, ex 56.45; 
ORVAL’S AUTO SVC, ex 823.75; 
PETERBILT OF NORFOLK, ex 
300.17; QUALITY IRON & MET-
AL, ex 67.00; REINKE’S FARM 
& CITY SERVICE, ex 3.72; 
ROAD BUILDERS MACHIN-
ERY & SUPPLY, ex 14,464.82; 
ROYAL ONE STOP, ex 183.00; 
RUTJENS CONSTRUCTION, 
ex 556.25; SAPP BROTHER 
PETROLEUM, ex 287.33; WEX 
BANK, ex 233.15; SS, 15,345.84; 
STARKEY, ROBERT, ex 59.50; 
STEALTH BROADBAND, ut 
92.72; SWITZER WELDING, 
ex 496.00; JOHN R THIELE, ex 
500.00; TINSLEY GRAIN, ex 

4,050.40; VILLAGE OF BRUN-
SWICK, ut 46.50; WASHINGTON 
NTL INS CO, ins 302.80; 319 
GRAPHICS & T’S, ex 285.80; 
SHOTKOSKI ENTERPRISES, 
ex 1,453.08; QUICK SERVE OIL 
CO, ex 2,303.72;

COUNTY VISITORS PROMO-
TION FUND: ORCHARD COM-
MUNITY CLUB, ex 300.00;

COUNTY VISITORS IM-
PROVEMENT FUND: CLEAR-
WATER FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
ex 300.00; YOUNG N LIVELY, ex 
215.00;

REAPPRAISAL: QUILL 
CORP, ex 17.19;

REGISTER OF DEEDS:  
MIPS, ex 328.89;

VETERANS AID: ANTELOPE 
CO VETERANS SVC OFFICE, 
ex 423.16;

DISASTER 2010 FLOOD: 
JEO CONSULTING GROUP, ex 
1,498.75;

LAW ENFORCEMENT CENT-
ER: APPLIED CONNECTIVE 
TECH, ex 2,110.44; CASH-WA 
DISTRIBUTING, ex 910.58; 
CULLIGAN OF NORFOLK, ex 
74.50; DOLLAR GENERAL, 
ex 9.05; FAITH REGIONAL 
HEALTH SVC, ex 242.00; HI-
LAND DAIRY, ex 336.69; 
PLATTE CO DETENTION FA-
CILITY, ex 1,200.00; POLLOCK 
REDI MIX, ex 347.00; JESSICA 
SHAVER, ex 75.00; THRIFTWAY 
MARKET, ex 1,001.55;

COMMISSARY-LAW EN-
FORCEMENT: BOB BARKER 
CO, ex 969.82; CASH-WA DIS-
TRIBUTING, ex 91.66; COM-
BINED PUBLIC COMM, ex 
1,375.00; KEEFE SUPPLY 
CO, ex 185.28; MAHASKA, 
ex 600.00; PINNACLE BANK, 
ex 291.51; K & T CENTRAL 
PLAINS, ex 188.44;

BUILDING: POLLOCK REDI 
MIX, ex 943.00.

Minutes from August 4th, 2020 
BOC and August 4th, 2020 BOE 
meetings were approved.

Met as Executive Session re-
garding employee review.

Approved one (1) Promotional 
Grant.

Approved Preliminary Budget 
Requests resolution.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Approved Lot split.

Office Inventories were submit-
ted.

Approved funding for Antelope 
County Library Association.

Impound lot items and other 
items for auction.

Quarterly Jail Inspections com-
pleted.

Approved moving jury selec-
tion to larger venue.

NDOR resolution regarding 
project in southern Antelope 
County was approved.

Authorized payment of Town-
ship Claim.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved one (1) underground 
permit. Set date for 1&6 Year 
Plan. Discussed truck bids. 
Award pavement project. 

Budget discussion, no action.
Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: August 19, 2020
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NOTICE - SALARIES: July 
2020

The following salaries are to 
be published each year between 
July 15 and August 15, according 
to Nebraska State Statute 23-
122, revised by LB299 in 1996.  
Antelope County Employees are 
paid on a monthly payroll.  The 
salaries vary in each department, 
due to job titles and the number 
of years of employment.  The fol-
lowing are payroll figures:

GENERAL FUND:  Com-
missioners (4) $15,748.10; (1) 
$16,756.10 – annual; Officials (4) 
$55,583.94 - annual; Deputies 
(2) $20.52; (1) $19.92 (1) $19.50; 
– hourly;  Administrative manager 
– (1) $18.54; (1) $16.50; Clerical 

Salaries — Antelope County
hourly (1) $16.00; (1) $13.75; (1) 
$13.60; (2) $12.50; (1) $11.54; 
(1) $11.25; (1) $11.00; Season-
al Clerical – hourly (1) $10.00; 
Part-time Clerical – hourly (1) 
$10.00; Janitor (1) $13.35; Cus-
todian (1) $12.45; Sheriff (1) 
$59,139.67 – annual; Deputies 
- hourly (1) $19.00; (2) $18.00; 
part-time Deputies; (3) $18.00 - 
hourly; Dispatchers (1) $15.50; 
(4) $15.00; (1) $13.50; (4) 
$13.00; (1) $12.50; (1) $12.00; 
(1) $11.50; (1) $11.00; Attorney 
(1) $56,548.80 – annual; Veter-
ans Service Officer (1) $25.00 
– hourly part-time; Zoning (1) 
$27.57 – part-time hourly; Weed 
Board Members (5) $40.00 per 
meeting;  Weed Superintendent 

(1) $45,239.40; - annual; part-
time Clerical – hourly (1) 14.13; 
Part-time Seasonal Sprayers – 
hourly (1) $12.75; (1) $11.73.

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: Full-
Time Road Workers – hourly (1) 
$20.65; (1) $19.65; (2) $19.15; 
(5) $18.15; (1) $17.65; (5) $17.15; 
(2) $17.00; (1) $16.65; (SE3) 
$16.50; (3) $16.15; (1) $16.00 
– hourly; part-time road workers 
(1) $12.00 – hourly; Road Su-
perintendent (1) $53,499.96 – 
annual; Road Safety Officer (1) 
$50,000.00 – annual; Part-time 
Road Superintendent (1) $50 – 
hourly. 
PUBLISH: AUGUST 19, 2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Antelope County, Nebraska, 

will hold a public hearing at the 
Antelope County Courthouse 
in Neligh Nebraska, on the 1st 
day of September 2020, at 9:30 
A.M. for the purpose of present-

Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope County Commissioners
ing and adopting a One- and Six-
Year Street Improvement Plan 
for said governing body.  Anyone 
living within Antelope County, Ne-
braska, interested in the above 
notice may appear in person or 

by counsel and be heard. Ante-
lope County Courthouse 501 M 
Street, Neligh, NE.

Antelope County, Nebraska
PUBLISH: August 19, 2020
ZNEZ
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Sherry’s duties also included 
being an FCCLA and freshman 
class sponsor. She also taught 
math and Spanish classes.

She and her husband Jerry 
have five children. They 

are: Dean and Jodi Smith of  
Pleasanton and their children 
Lauren, Sam and Ben, Rob and 
Maggie Smith of  Spalding and 
their children Jacob, Luke, 
Pearl and Stella, Mark and 
Angela Smith of  Spalding and 

From Page Eight
Bartlett

their children Alyce, Joseph 
and Gianna, Michael and Anna 
Smith of  Omaha and their 
daughter Colette and Sandy 
and Adam Miller of  Spald-
ing and their children Parker, 
Audrey and Sydney.  Sherry 
will miss planning for school. 
but looks forward to spending 
more time with her family.  

School is in full swing. Tak-
ing temperatures during the 
day, spraying chairs and desks, 
distancing, desk shields and 
some face masks are a unique 
sight in a day at school. No one 
could have foreseen this day.  
We still have great kids and 
great teachers.  

From Page Four
Ricketts
transfer money from the poor to the rich.  The Open Door Mis-
sion in Omaha serves many people who are impacted by gam-
bling addictions.  In self-disclosed surveys of  the homeless people 
they serve, they have studied the impact of  casino gambling.  
Before casinos came to Council Bluffs, about nine percent of  the 
homeless people they serve came to them due to gambling.  After 
the casinos, about 36 percent of  the homeless people they serve 
disclose that they are experiencing homelessness due to gam-

bling addictions.
As you can see, the harms of  gambling are very real.  We can 

all do something about it.  By detecting warning signs of  problem 
gambling, Nebraskans can seek help before a gambling disorder 
spirals out of  control.  According to GAP, these signs include:

    • Someone betting more than they can afford to lose
    • Gambling more to win back money lost
    • Borrowing money or selling something to gamble
    • Experiencing health or financial problems associated with 

gambling
    • Feeling guilty about gambling
    • Needing to bet ever-increasing amounts of  money to feel the 

same level of  excitement
If  you—or someone you love—show signs of  having a gambling 

disorder, please call the State’s 24-hour problem gambling hel-
pline at 1-833-238-6837.  

There’s no charge to get help, and all calls are confidential.  
You can also go to the Commission on Problem Gambling’s 

website at problemgambling.nebraska.gov to learn more about 
the free counseling services available through the Nebraska 
Gamblers Assistance Program.

The current legislative ses-
sion officially concluded on day 
60, which was last Thursday, 
August 13.  We concluded the 
session by hearing remarks 
from the six term limited and 
outgoing senators, and passing 
several bills through final read-
ing.  One bill we passed was LB 
1107, a comprehensive package 
of  property tax relief  and busi-
ness incentives.

The focus on property tax 
reform this past session began 
as the Revenue Committee’s 
LB 974.  It was a combination 
of  foundation aid for all school 
districts in Nebraska, valuation 
decreases for all property own-
ers, and restrictions on school 
spending and property tax 
increases.  It could not garner 

Compromise leads to passage of LB 1107
the votes necessary to stay on 
the agenda.  Before the legis-
lature’s covid-inspired tempo-
rary adjournment on March 
10, plans were made to attach 
a heavily amended version of  
974 to a different bill, LB 1106.

During the early summer 
months, I was part of  a group 
of  ten senators assembled by 
Speaker Scheer to work on a 
compromise of  property tax 
reform, business incentives, 
and matching funding for a 
Department of  Defense project 
in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska Medical 
Center called the Next project.  
These talks were not particu-
larly fruitful.

After reconvening on July 
20, LB 1106 made it to the floor 

for first round debate.  Like its 
predecessor, LB 974, it could 
not garner the necessary sup-
port.  Shortly thereafter, the 
new replacement for the state’s 
expiring business incentives 
came to the floor.  
This bill, LB 720, 
which also contained 
Next project funding, 
was held up by my-
self  and others who 
felt that property tax 
relief  could only be 
successful if  it was 
part of  a package 
deal with incentives.  
So it appeared to be a 
stalemate.

The speaker then 
assembled a group 
of  seven senators, of  
which I was a mem-
ber, for a last ditch ef-
fort at putting togeth-
er a ‘grand bargain’ 
compromise on these 
items.  Eventually, 
we ended up with 
the provisions of  the amend-
ment to 1107 that we passed 
last Thursday.  It includes the 
provisions of  my priority bill, 
LB 930, which provides that 
the current $275 million in the 
Property Tax Credit Fund, cur-
rently subject to the whims of  
the Appropriation Committee, 
is now guaranteed by statute.  
And as per my LB 930, it also 
requires that any amounts that 
the voters may direct to that 
fund pursuant to the gambling 

ballot proposals will be in addi-
tion to the $275 million mini-
mum.  In addition to those dol-
lars, LB 1107 also provides for 
a new Property Tax Incentive 
Fund, which will provide $375 

million a year within 
five years, and grow-
ing incrementally 
beyond that, for a re-
fundable income tax 
credit based on the 
property taxes paid.  
LB 1107 also includes 
the new Imagine 
Act, the ten year 
replacement for our 
expiring business 
incentive program.  
Finally, the package 
provides for a future 
commitment by the 
state of  $300 million 
dollars to the Next 
project.  The Next 
project dollars are 
to be made available 
only after the new in-
come tax credit fund 

grows to $375 million per year.
Was the package deal repre-

sented by LB 1107 perfect?  No.  
But no compromise is perfect.  
What it does represent for 
property taxpayers is a sub-
stantial measure of  property 
tax relief.  Does more need to 
be done?  Yes.  And as long as 
I’m in the legislature, I will 
continue to work on the issue 
of  property tax relief.    

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 41 Senator
Tom Briese

By Madeleine Grant, Nebraska News Service 
Agriculture land value in Nebraska increased 3% from Febru-

ary 2019 to February 2020 because of  economic forces affecting 
farmland, according to an annual farm real estate report from 
the University of  Nebraska’s Institute of  Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources.

Most of  the state saw rates of  increase averaging 3% to 5%. 
Other parts of  the state reported increases between 1% and 2%, 
while southwest Nebraska saw a 1% decrease in ag land values. 
Overall, the statewide average agricultural land value increased 
by about $80 to $2,725 per acre, up from $2,645 in 2019.

Jim Jansen, the lead author of  the report and an agricultural 
economist for University of  Nebraska, said one reason for the 
increase was more interest in a tax-deferment strategy that al-
lows an investor to defer tax payment on a property as long as a 
similar property is purchased using proceeds from the sale of  the 
first property.

Report: Nebraska ag land values rise
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McNeil
year and she went from being 
someone who almost never 
slept because she was happi-
est when busy, to living with 
her son, unable to get the right 
words to come out, unable to 
cook, or can or garden or plan. 
I told Caroline about Pete. I 
hope his story helps her find 
her new purpose. Maybe it will 
help you, too. 

*****
We’d love to have you wor-

ship with us at Park Congrega-
tional Church, 10 miles west of  
Elgin on HWY 70 and ½ mile 
south. Worship is at 9:15 a.m. 
on Sundays. I’m always eager 
to hear from readers. You can 
reach out to me at beckyzmc-
neil@gmail.com or 402.540.5615


