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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 95 degrees recorded 
on August 9. The low was 54 
degrees on August 13. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Aug 9 95 64   
Aug 10 83 67  
Aug 11 86 63  
Aug 12 81 55    
Aug 13 84 54    
Aug 14 83 62  
Aug 15 84 63    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.06
Total for August ............. .. 0.06
Total for 2021 ................. ..15.07

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 
Attention blood donors! 

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
will be in Elgin on Wednes-
day, August 25. To be held at 
the Elgin Knights of  Co-
lumbus Hall, bloodmobile 
hours will be 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
To make an appointment, 
contact Niki Moore at (402) 
981-7076.

Donors needed
for upcoming
bloodmobile
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It’s all about dogs.
Mayor Mike Schmitt 

and the Elgin City Council 
will hold a special meeting 
Monday night, Aug. 23.

City Clerk Kristin Childers 
said the special meeting will 
be to review and consider 
changes to the current dog 
ordinance (in particular 
prohibited dogs & dogs 
running at large paragraphs).

The issue was a hot topic at 
the August regular meeting 
as approximately 20 persons 
attended the meeting, many 
voicing concerns about the 
ordinance and the lack of  
apparent enforcement.

The meeting is scheduled to 
begin at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

The meeting is open to the 
public.

Council schedules
special meeting
on dog ordinance

The public is invited to 
attend a program later this 
month in Elgin by former 
Marine and U.S. Senate 
candidate Matt Innis 

To be held next Tuesday, 
August 24, beginning at 7 p.m. 
at the Knights of  Columbus 
Hall in Elgin, Innis will share 
his views of  proposed health 
standards by the Nebraska 
Department of  Education as 
well as the topic of  critical 
race theory (CRT). 

Due to the mature contest 
of  this presentation, only 
those over 18 years of  age 
are encouraged to attend.

Matt Innis to
speak August 24
at Elgin KC Hall

Each year, the National 
FFA Organization honors 
FFA members who show 
the utmost dedication to 
the organization through 
their desire to develop their 
potential for premier lead-
ership, personal growth 
and career success through 
agricultural education.

The 
American 
FFA Degree 
is bestowed 
upon a 
select group 
of  students 
in recogni-
tion of  their 
years of  ac-
ademic and 
professional 
excellence.    
This year 
3,863 American Degrees 
will be awarded.

Adam Dreger, a member 
of  the Elgin FFA chapter in 
Elgin will be awarded the 
American FFA Degree at 
the 94th National FFA Con-
vention & Expo Oct. 27-30.

Sponsored by Case IH, 
Elanco Animal Health, 
NAU Country Insurance 
Company, Pepsico Inc, 
RAM Trucks and Syn-
genta, the award recognizes 
demonstrated ability and 
outstanding achievements 
in agricultural business, 

production, 
processing 

or service 
programs.

To be 
eligible, 
FFA mem-
bers must 

have earned 
and productively 

invested $10,000 through 
a supervised agricultural 
experience (SAE) program 
in which they own their 
own business or hold a 
professional position as an 
employee. Recipients must 
also complete 50 hours 
community service and 
demonstrate outstanding 
leadership abilities and 
civic involvement through 
completion of  a long list of  
FFA and community activi-
ties.  Less than one percent 
of  FFA members achieve 
the American FFA Degree.

Each recipient of  the 
American FFA Degree re-
ceives a gold American FFA 
Degree key and certificate 
after being recognized at 
the national convention.

The National FFA Orga-
nization is a school-based 
national youth leadership 
development organiza-
tion of  more than 760,000 
student members as part of  
8,700 local FFA chapters in 
all 50 states Puerto Rico.

The FFA mission is to 
make a positive difference 
in the lives of  students by 
developing their potential 
for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career 
success through agricul-
tural education.

Dreger earns
American
FFA Degree

Adam
Dreger

EPS says ‘no’ to NDE’s new health standards
By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Following a pattern set by a growing 
number of  schools in the state, the 
District #18 Board of  Education said 
last week they will not be adopting 
health standards being put forth by the 
Nebraska Department of  Education 
(NDE).

“I don’t know a school which is going 
to adopt (the NDE’s updated health 
standards),” Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus said when the matter was 

discussed.
Board President Steve Busteed was 

presented a letter by Brockhaus which, 
if  approved, could be sent to the NDE 
which would put the school district “on 
record” opposing the health standards.

The board discussed whether or 
not the letter was necessary since 
the school district is under no legal 
obligation to adopt NDE’s new health 
standards (which have dropped most 
of  the material regarding sexual 
education) whenever they are finalized. 

Currently, the NDE is taking public 
comments on the proposed changes.

“We’re fine doing the health 
standards we now use,” Brockhaus 
said, noting that Elkhorn Valley and 
O’Neill are among the area public 
schools to go on record against 
adopting new standards. Board 
member Todd Heithoff  said the 
school’s current health standards are 
fine as is.

In other action:
Budget — While waiting for 

county valuations to be set on Aug. 
20, Brockhaus told board members he 
expects a one to two percent drop from 
one year ago. He said the tax asking 
may rise. The levy, for the general and 
building fund, could come in around 37 
cents. Those numbers will be finalized 
after the county valuations in Antelope, 
Wheeler and Boone Counties are set.

The public hearing on the budget 
and tax asking will be held as part of  

See EPS, Page Eight

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

School is back in session, and for many 
families, returning to the classroom most 
likely required gathering the necessary 
school supplies,  possibly getting a new 
pair of  gym shoes, maybe a new book-
bag, and adapting to a new schedule. 
However, for Elgin Public music teacher 
Eric Heithoff, returning to the classroom 
required a great deal more. For just about 

a year ago,  the young teacher and father 
had been diagnosed with Leukemia, forc-
ing him to take a leave of  absence and 
focus on his health.    

Now, a new school year has begun, and 
after a long, difficult journey, Eric has 
triumphantly returned to the classroom. 
I recently had the privilege of  asking him 
a few questions about his return and the 
upcoming year. 

  Eric began by sharing his feelings 
about being back in the classroom. “It 
was great to see the kids and get back into 
the swing of  things. The first day back 
was great.  I was constantly hearing, “Mr. 
Heithoff ’s back,” especially from the el-
ementary kids, so I think they were pretty 
excited. I have a lot of  fun things planned 
for them this year, so I’m glad that they’re 
glad I’m back.”   

Admitting he is not quite at the place he 
was before his diagnosis, Eric shared, “My 
singing voice is nowhere close to where 
it needs to be yet, but I will get plenty of  
practice singing along with the kids. As 
far as my energy goes, I’m about 85-90%. 
My strength isn’t quite back to where I 
want it to be, but it is a lot better than it 
was a couple of  months ago, so I am sure I 
will be back to 100% in no time.” 

 Continuing, sharing his thoughts on 
getting back to a full-time schedule, he ex-
plained, “If  you had asked me a couple of  
months ago, I would have said that I was 
mentally ready but not physically. Now, 
after getting the first couple of  days in, I’m 
honestly feeling a lot better than I thought 
I would. I am just excited to be back at 
work and with the kids again.”   

  Another reason Eric feels excited for 
the return of  the 21-22 school year is the 
arrival of  new band uniforms. 

Explaining the process that went into 
picking the new uniform, he said, “A lot 
of  input from the music boosters, parents, 
administration and the school board in 
designing the uniform. We wanted to go 
with something that stood out enough 

for marching band while being subdued 
enough not to be distracting at concerts as 
well. I think we did just that. 

“What we ended up doing was essen-
tially modernizing the design of  the old 
uniforms, taking a lot of  the same design 
elements 
and 
freshening 
them up 
for mod-
ern-day.” 

  Wrap-
ping 
up his 
thoughts 
on the new 
uniforms, 
he con-
cluded,”  
We’re 
incredibly 
thank-
ful to the 
board for 
getting the 
band new 
uniforms; 
they 
should 
last a long 
time.” 
Members 
of  the El-
gin Public 
Marching 
band will 
be seen 
for the 
first time 
marching 
in the new uniform at the upcoming Lion’s 
Club Parade in Norfolk to be held on 
September 25, followed by another march-
ing performance in October at the Harvest 
of  Harmony Parade in Grand Island, and 
again during their home concerts in De-
cember and April.  

Eric Heithoff (l) shown here with his son at 
the Antelope County Fair, has returned to the 
classroom after battling with leukemia which 
kept him away from school last year. E-R 
photo/SReestman

Students heard shouting “Mr. Heithoff’s back!”
EPS teacher returns to classroom after lengthy bout with leukemia

By Lynell Morgan
Co-Publisher

What if  you needed emergency medical 
help and what used to take a few minutes 
suddenly stretched out to twenty minutes? 
A half  hour? An hour? 

Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs) and First Responders in Elgin, all 
volunteers, have a history of  providing 
fast and effective care to residents over the 
years. Fifteen members are part of  Elgin 
Rescue as of  this writing: Jan Schmitt, 
Duane Miller, Vicki Miller, Dean Schrage, 
Terry Reicks, Bob Moore, Tony Levander, 
Carla Bolli, Brandon Miller, Jessie Pelster, 
Kari Schindler, Lacy Bottorf, Maria 
Kinney, Melissa Heithoff  and Lacy Vanis.

Three of  the newer members — Lacy 
Bottorf, Jessie Pelster and Kari Schindler 
— are reminding the public that, due to 
a couple of  factors, the Elgin team is in 
desperate need of  volunteers. Those main 
factors? Retirements and availability to go 
on a call.

All three noted that five current 
members are looking at retiring in the 
very near future. When the five are gone, 
the squad will be losing a combined 178 
years of  service in emergency medical 
care. Elgin Rescue needs “new blood” to 
keep their care and response top-notch. 
They each recall why they made the 
decision to join four years ago.  

According to Bottorf, “I’m a nurse so it 
just made sense.” Pelster laughs and says 
she “got tricked into it”, explaining that a 
family member asked her to take classes 
with him then he dropped out while she 

Upcoming retirements could put
Elgin Rescue on ‘life support’

continued on and completed the training. 
For Schindler, long-time member Dean 
Schrage encouraged her to consider 
joining, touting the great need in our 
community.

The most common excuse heard when 
someone says they couldn’t become a 
member is that they wouldn’t be able 
to handle the blood. A registered nurse, 
Bottorf  dismantled that objection.

“There aren’t that many calls at all that 
involve blood”, she said while chuckling. 
“The majority of  calls that we go on 
are basic assistance or transport to the 
hospital calls.” Pelster and Schindler 
also give a laugh and knod their heads 
in agreement.  “We hear that one a lot,” 
Schindler added. 

Basic assistance calls can range from 
someone falling and needing help to get 
up to someone not feeling well enough to 
get help on their own to a possible heart 
attack or stroke. These calls can come 
at any time of  the day but perhaps the 
biggest time of  need for additional EMTs 
is during the work day.

“Most of  us work,” said Pelster. “Plus 
a number of  us work out of  town. That 
leaves very few members who can respond 
to calls during the day.” All three agree 
that, as of  now, approximately three 
members regularly go on the calls.

Schindler noted that “if  we don’t have 
the people, that leaves someone having to 
wait on help to come from surrounding 
towns like Neligh. That adds more time 

See RESCUE, Page 12

Among the EMT’s on the Elgin Rescue 
Squad are (l-r): Jessie Pelster, Kari Schindler 
and Lacy Bottorf. E-R photo/LMorgan

Jack Wemhoff, a junior at El-
gin High School, shows off one 
of the new band uniforms. E-R 
photo/JReestman

American Legion
/VFW Annual 

STEAK FRY
Monday,August 23

Elgin KC Hall
See story on Page 12
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Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, August 23: 
Sloppy joes w/bun, potato 
salad, baked beans, 
apricots, vanilla pudding, 
milk.

Tuesday, August 24: BLT 
wrap (lettuce, tomatoes, 
onions), potato wedges, 
pineapple, bread pudding, 
milk.

Wednesday, August 
25: Pork cutlets, baked 
potatoes, California 
medley, pears, biscuits, 
butter, milk.

Thursday, August 26: 
Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
pears w/Jello, carrots, 
oatmeal cookie, biscuit, 
butter, milk.

Friday, August 27: Patty 
melt w/bread, baked 
beans, potato salad, mixed 
fruit, butter, milk.

(Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 

subject to change)

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus The History Nebraska Board 
of  Trustees announced last 
week that Levern G. Haupt-
mann has been selected as 
recipient of  the 2021 Heritage 
Hero Award.

Antelope County Museum 
Curator Ron Westlake said 

Levern G. Hauptmann has been selected as recipient of the 2021 
Heritage Hero Award by the History Nebraska Board of Trustees. A 
ceremony will be held Sunday afternoon, Sept. 5, at the museum in 
Neligh. Photo submitted

Hauptmann to receive ‘Heritage Hero Award’
from History Nebraska Board of Trustees

Hauptmann is being recog-
nized for his unsung volunteer 
work at preserving Antelope 
County history for 55-plus 
years doing essential work to 
assure the sustainability of  the 
museum complex with empha-
sis on participation of  school 

age children in activities.
History Nebraska is recog-

nizing deserving individuals 
and organizations through-
out the State of  Nebraska for 
preserving and sharing the 
history of  their region. 

History Nebraska Board 
member Rich Herink will 
present Hauptmann with a 
Heritage Hero Award pin and 
certificate on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5, at 1 p.m. at Antelope 
County Historical Society’s 
Pioneer Church in Neligh. The 
public is invited to join in the 
award ceremony.

A light reception will follow 
in the main museum. 

Levern will remain in Pio-
neer Church after the award 
to visit with any guests who 
want to chat about the ‘good 
ole days.’ 

The family is requesting that 
masks be worn by all guests 
for safety concerns, and social 
distancing be followed when 
possible.

Antelope County Museum 
member Gloria Christiansen, 
speaking on behalf  of  all mem-
bers, nominated Levern for his 
years of  commitment to the 
museum. 

“Over his lifetime, Haupt-
mann has been an unsung vol-
unteer to preserving Nebraska 
history, especially from Ante-
lope County. His passion for 
the past makes him a guardian 
of  history, and worthy of  the 
Heritage Award,” she said.

An open house to celebrate Ellis Schrunk’s 90th birthday 
will be held this Sunday, Aug. 22.

The open house will be at the Elgin Community Center 
(124 South 2nd)  from 1-4 p.m.  

Ellis’ family includes his wife Lois, Glenn and Sherry 
Tetschner, Andy, Nikki, Hannah and Ty Tetschner, Ben 
Tetschner,  Luke, Angela, Mason, Myles and Madelynn 
Tetschner and Mikella Smith, Mike, Angela, Sawyer, Winnie 
and Juniper Keyes, Russ  and Janet Hale, Steven and Janna 
Schrunk, David, Meghan and Jamison Hester,  Nicholas and 
Mercie-lynn  Schrunk and Kami Pfifer.

They request no gifts please, but cards and letters may  be 
sent to Ellis at 50684 837th Rd. Bartlett, Nebraska, 68622.

Schrunk’s 90th birthday to
be celebrated at open house 
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Sixty Years Ago
August 10, 1961

Lightning struck and caused 
barrels of  fuel to explode at 
the Leonard Starman farm 
southeast of  here. Petersburg 
and Elgin firemen answered 
a call to extinguish the blaze. 

Looking Back
Destroyed in the inferno were 
two small buildings, a machine 
shed and chicken house. Also 
burned were two wagons and 
gears. 

Donkey Softball, that laugh-
getting, word provoking game 
which matches wits, muscle 

and ingenuity between man 
and beast was played on the 
local baseball diamond under 
the lights with the Elgin 
Fireman pitting their ability 
against the Elgin Millers. 
Proceeds from the contest was 
turned over to the Elgin boy’s 
baseball teams. 
Fifty Years Ago
August 12, 1971 

A cabbage head of  superior 
size measuring 40 inches in 
circumference and weighing 13  
1/4 pounds was brought into 
the local paper office by Mrs. 
Wayne Currie. It was raised in 
their garden on the farm west 
of  Elgin. 

The community of  Elgin 
suddenly stopped receiving 
rain and for the past 3 1/2 
weeks has received a half  
inch of  precipitation. Our last 
sizable rainfall came July 17 
with .20 on July 28 and .30 of  
an inch fell Aug. 5.

Laurence Baum, of  Elgin 
Feeders Supply, received a seed 
company award for sales and 
service in special ceremonies 
at the Legion Club in O’Neill. 
Dale Hightree, territory sales 
manager, praised Laurence for 
the fine job he had done.  
Thirty Years Ago
August 14, 1991

“Bozo the Clown” greeted 
about 65 Elgin area youngsters 

at the Elgin Public Library 
morning to launch “Bozo 
Bonkers for Books,” a 
campaign designed to expose 
children and adults to the joys 
and benefits of  reading. 

Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department made plans to 
host their annual Fireman’s 
ball. Music for the dance will 
be provided by “Spike and the 
Sputniks.”

New windows were installed 
in two elementary classrooms 
at Elgin Public School as part 
of  a renovation project being 
done by Schmitt Construction 
Company. The work included 
insulating all exterior walls 
and lowering the ceiling of  
both classrooms.  
Twenty Years Ago
August 8, 2001

Three members of  the Elgin 
FFA Chapter attended the 
2001 Washington Leadership 
Conference in the nation’s 
capital. The conference is an 
activity of  the National FFA 
Organization, in cooperation 
with the U.S. Department of  
Education. Attending from 
Elgin were Shari Childers, 
Luke Siems and Aaron Jensen. 
A highlight of  the week was a 
visit to the office of  Nebraska 
Congressman Tom Osborne.

Members of  the Elgin High 
School Cheerleading squad 

and dance team  went to work 
at their annual fundraiser of  
washing all the school buses 
and vans. The members hard 
at work were Shanda Jochum, 
Jennifer Kittleson, Emily 
Vanis, Danielle Reich, Kara 
Hensley, Cheyenne Miller, 
Nikki Thomas, Lacy Siems, 
Meredith Prater, Whitney 
Sprout, Jennifer Neltz, 
Stephanie Koinzan, Clarissa 
Hill, Kara Kruntorad, and Tara 
Hutchinson. 

All students K-12 entering 
school will be required to show 
that they have had two doses 
of  the vaccine for measles, 
mumps, and rubella according 
to the Nebraska Health and 
Human Services System.  

By Jessie Reestman

It Pays To
Advertise!

As excited as I am to be moving to Lincoln, I will miss 
some of  the advantages of  living in a small town like Elgin. 
For starters, everybody knows everybody. No matter where 
you are, the grocery store, the quick stop, the bank, church, 
etc. there is bound to be someone you know.

Same goes for someone’s vehicle. Driving down main 
street, I can almost tell who it is simply by looking at their 
car. I can always tell when Mom is at the grocery store or if  
Dad is at One Stop just by driving by and seeing their car in 

the parking lot. And I am almost sure 
anyone could tell where I was by look-
ing at my blue Nissan Altima with the 
big old dent in the back end, and a side 
hanging off. I mean there really isn’t a 
car like that one. 

However, when someone from Elgin 
gets a new vehicle, everyone notices. 
For example, when my grandma traded 
in her red Ford Fusion for a white 
Ford Edge, it was definitely a change, 
one that took some adjusting. It took 
time for me to get used to her driving a 
white vehicle, simply because I was so 
used to her driving something red. 

Just as I had to adjust to my grandma 
getting a new car, everyone in the 
town of  Elgin will have to get used to 
seeing me in a new car. That’s right. 
This girl right here will no longer be 
driving that blue Altima around town. 
I upgraded to a black Nissan Rogue. 
And this one doesn’t have a dent in the 

back, and I don’t plan on making one either. 
I am being completely honest, for my first year of  college I 

expected to just bring that car with me. It really wasn’t that 
bad of  a car, in fact I loved my car. I just made a few mistakes 
while still learning to drive, specifically backing up, hence 
the big old dent in the back. And to this day I still get grief  
from my family about putting that dent in the back. 

The placement of  the dent was right next to the gas tank 
and moving to a city where anything can happen on the road, 
Mom and Dad told me they wanted to get it fixed or find a 
way to pull the flap hanging off  in just to cover it up a bit. 

So on Tuesday as I was coming home from my hair ap-
pointment, my Dad called and told me to clean out my car so 
he could take it to Plainview that night to get it fixed by one 
of  his friends. I asked why I had to clean out my car and he 
simply said just in case something got stolen or lost. I didn’t 
blink an eye and just did as he told. So later that day, Hunter 
took my car to Plainview for my dad while mom and I made 
our way to Ewing for my last night of  league golf  before I 
head to school.

While we were golfing, my dad sent a text to explain to 
me that they fixed the dent and were on their way home. 
So Mom, Kim, Jennifer, and I enjoyed the rest of  the night 
golfing. And we actually golfed pretty well that night and got 
2nd in the championship flight with a 35 so it was already 
a pretty good night coming home with a bit of  money. But 
since Mom paid for my golf, I let her keep it. 

So we were on our way home, me jamming out to music 
while I was driving and Mom complaining that it was too 
loud. I pulled into the driveway I noticed a different car sit-
ting in my parking spot. Immediately the thought that I got a 
new car raced through my head. As soon as I parked the car, 
I jumped out and raced to my dad sitting on our porch and 
asked “Is that mine? Is it really mine?!” And he responded, 
“Well they found out it was going to take a bit longer to fix 
your car so they just gave us this temporarily.” I couldn’t tell 
if  he was lying or not but then Hunter laughing in the corner 
gave it all away. 

I jumped right into my car and asked everyone if  they 
wanted to go for a ride. And as I drove my family around the 
town I explored my new car and some of  its features. Since 
it was nighttime, I couldn’t see everything, but I can already 
tell you I am in love with it. It is comfy, has a great sound 
system, and is the perfect size to take all my stuff  down to 
school. What else does a girl need? 

So goodbye to my old blue Nissan and hello to my new 
black Nissan. With my fancy new car, I am ready to head off  
to Lincoln in style.

No more ‘dent’ jokes!

The Boone County Health 
Center Foundation is set to 
host their biennial fundraising 
gala on Saturday September 
11th at the Boone County Event 
Center on the fairgrounds.  
Doors will open at 6:30 pm for 
cocktail hour with event begin-
ning at 7 pm. 

The evening will consist of  
hors d’oeuvres, trivia games as 
well as silent and live auctions. 
A cash bar will also be avail-

Tickets on sale for Health Center Trivia Night Gala
able. Guest are encouraged to 
dress as a team in a theme of  
their choice. The cost to attend 
is $400 for a table that seats 
up to eight people on a team. 
Sponsorship is available at a 
variety of  levels for businesses 
interested in contributing to 
the event. 

Mike Monday, owner of  
Monday night games, will be 
the Game Show host. Mike is a 
self-proclaimed lifelong trivia 

nerd who has been writing 
and hosting Trivia and Game 
Nights in eastern Nebraska 
and western Iowa for 10 years. 
Mike lived in Los Angeles and 
has appeared on, and won, four 
different trivia based game 
shows including Jeopardy!, 
Debt, Hollywood Showdown 
and Smush. 

Tickets are now on sale and 
must be purchased by Septem-
ber 3rd. All are welcome to at-
tend. Proceeds from the event 
will fund the Foundation’s 
focus project ‘Delivering the 
Heartland’, which will furnish 
the new OB suites in the Out-

patient Clinic Expansion. 
Organizers recommend 

getting your tickets now as 
the Husker Football game is 
early that day so a full house is 
expected. Reserve your tickets 
by calling the Foundation of-
fice at 402-395-3145 or under the 
events calendar at www.boone-
cohealth.org. Patrons can also 
contact a Foundation Board 
member: Ken Kurtenbach 
(Lindsay), Susan Kallhoff  (El-
gin), Connie Mescher (Albion), 
Bev Schuele (Cedar Rapids), 
Ralph Horacek (Fullerton), 
Mandy Luettel (Albion) and 
Tori Petsche (Petersburg). 

The Antelope County Commissioners took a step forwards 
towards re-districting the county.

Meeting Tuesday, Aug. 10, the commissioners entered into a 
contract with the University of  Nebraska-Omaha to redistrict the 
county at a cost of  $3,700.

Earlier in the meeting, the commissioners heard from Eddie 
and Marlene Schindler regarding bats in the courthouse. She 
said some courthouse workers are now finding bat dung on their 
desks.

The county received two bids for bat mitigation at the court-
house and United Bat Control was chosen to do the necessary 
work at a cost of  $18,890. Work is expected to begin this week. All 
five commissioners approved the motion.

Another problem that exists in the courthouse is water leaks 
occurring in the county assessor’s office. While permanent 
repairs may be months away, they indicated they hope to make 
some small patch repairs very soon.

On another matter, the commissioners set the date of  Tuesday, 
Aug. 30, at 6 p.m. for public hearings on the 2021/2022 county bud-
get and tax asking (levy). 

In other matters:
No action — The board heard from Jack Sehi who requested a 

stop sign be replaced in his area as, he claimed, there was once a 
stop sign at the corner. No action was taken and probably won’t 
be taken until a study is done.

Tabled — A number of  items were tabled during the meeting, 
among them bid acceptance of  the 2021 pavement projects, as well 
as the Antelope County 150-year anniversary.

County approves bat mitigation plan
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Marxism
reinvented

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

Just when you thought it was over, here we go 
again with a new Covid variant that means the 
pandemic continues.

Dr. James Lawler, co-executive director of  the 
University of  Nebraska Medical Center’s Global 
Center for Health Security in Omaha, said he is 
concerned this is going to be the worst phase of  
the pandemic for much of  the United States, “par-
ticularly states like ours that have low vaccination 

rates.”
At the same time, he said 

he’s encouraged by data 
showing that more people 
are getting vaccinated.  “If  
we can build on that mo-
mentum and get enough of  
the community vaccinated, 
we really would have a very 
mild experience with this 
delta wave,” he said.

A legitimate vaccination 
target for the United States 
is at least 70 percent of  the 
population, he said. Getting 
to 75 percent to 80 percent 
would produce dramatic 
reductions in transmission. 

But in states such as 
Florida, Arkansas, Louisi-
ana, Missouri and Missis-
sippi, hospital and intensive 
care unit admissions are 

going up at the same rate or higher than they were 
last fall. Already busy hospitals could become 
overwhelmed.

Lawler also cautions that opening schools with-
out masks and other measures that reduce trans-
mission, such as spacing kids out and providing 
good ventilation, would be “throwing gasoline on 
the fire.”

Omaha’s Westside Community Schools, Ralston 
Public Schools and Lincoln Public Schools have 
announced plans to require masks for elementary 
school students, staff, and visitors.

Both the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the American Academy of  Pediat-
rics have recommended that all students, teachers, 
and staff  wear masks in schools, regardless of  
their vaccination status. Hear, hear!

Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts opposes both 
mask and vaccine mandates and last year blocked 
local health departments from imposing mask 
mandates, a rule that the Lincoln-Lancaster Coun-
ty Health Department was not required to follow. 
As a result, the county risk dial dropped signifi-
cantly over time because of  a mask mandate.

The Governor has vowed to fight any attempt by 
President Joe Biden to direct the state’s manage-
ment of  the coronavirus pandemic. 

Ricketts’ spokesman Taylor Gage said, “One rea-
son for this is there is not a one-size-fits-all strat-
egy that works for every state. The president needs 
to support the states and respect our rights.”

Nebraska has seen six straight weeks of  in-
creases in virus cases. Hospitalizations, primarily 
involving unvaccinated people, are also up. The 
state has recorded more than 231,000 cases with 
2,553 deaths. 

More than half  of  the cases and half  of  the 
deaths have come from five counties: Douglas, 
Lancaster, Sarpy, Hall and Scotts Bluff.

Debate about mask use and vaccine mandates 
has increased, along with the number of  COVID-19 
cases across the nation. Cases in Nebraska have 

escalated faster than they have nationally.
A statewide group of  mothers who are also doc-

tors has called on the Governor to change his mind 
and enforce masking for schools. Dr. Christine 
Mitchell, an Omaha-area internal medicine special-
ist, said critics have expressed frustration over the 
shifting guidance, but it is important for policies 
to adapt to the situation based on the informa-
tion available. “This virus changes. The pandemic 
changes. And we have to change our policies with 
it,” she said. “Now it’s time that we make the 
restrictions again, put the masks on and see if  we 
can keep school going all year, just like we did last 
year.”

Lawler said serious infections and hospitaliza-
tions are still occurring primarily among those not 
vaccinated. 

Vaccines remain effective in preventing serious 
illness, hospitalization, and death, even against the 
variants because they produce much higher levels 

of  neutralizing antibodies than natural infections 
with the virus. The Governor had said he expected 
schools would open for in-person classes without 
mask or vaccine requirements. 

But he has not attempted to stop school districts 
from requiring masks and his office did not directly 
criticize Tyson Foods for its announcement that it 
will require vaccination for all workers, vendors, 
and visitors at its plants. The company has meat-
packing plants in Dakota City, Lexington, Madison, 
and Omaha.

Let us slowdown in our rush to return to normal. 
Let’s separate science and politics as we buck up to 
take another shot at defeating the virus. I believe 
that scientific education and research trumps the 
popular votes of  partisan politics.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska 

government and politics since 1979. 
He has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

See RICKETTS, Page Five

Gearing up for the next wave, proceed with caution

See SMITH, Page Five

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

Take time to appreciate the pilots in your life
“Pilot Car, Follow Me.” 
While cruising Nebraska’s highways and byways this summer, no doubt 

you’ve waited patiently behind the handheld stop sign awaiting a vehicle 
sporting this sign. Mindlessly, you follow, until you’ve safely traversed a 
stretch of  roadway under construction. Then, after grumbling about the 
delay, you’re back pushing the edges of  the speed limit. 

Ever think about all the pilots in our lives? 
There’s the pilot light on the gas stove. Great cooks, like husband Rick’s 

mom, swear by them. More temperature control, they say. 
There are TV pilots. Producers dream up a TV series and pitch it to net-

works as a pilot which, if  it flies, generally becomes the first episode. Think 
Gilligan’s Island, Star Trek, Friends, Seinfeld, The Golden Girls, and Charlie’s 
Angels for some golden oldies that successfully made it from pilot to series. 
Only about one in four pilots pitched make it to viewers’ living rooms. 

Then there’s the airplane pilot. Whoa, talk about putting your life in 
someone else’s hands. She (or he) does a walk-around of  the aircraft check-
ing for mechanical soundness prior to boarding. Then there’s the take-off, 
sometimes waiting what seems like forever on the tarmac before the signal 
from the control tower to enter the runway, gain momentum, take flight, and 
wheels up. For first-time fliers, it’s an exhilarating, or totally frightening, 
experience. 

The pilot, at least on commercial flights, talks to the passengers -- “we have 
reached a cruising altitude of  34,000 feet and expect an on-time arrival.” The 
landing – sometimes long and gentle, sometimes quick enough that you’re 
glad that seat belt is securely fastened. DCA (Reagan National just across 
the Potomac River from DC) is an example of  a landing jolt. The runway is 
short, short, and the rapid cut-back in speed is anything but gentle. I’ve been 
on incoming flights there where pilots get applause for a safe, no swing and 
sway landing.

The co-pilot on the airplane sits at the right of  the pilot and is there to take 
over in case of  emergency or if  the captain/pilot, who is the first officer, 
needs a break. The pilot sits on the left of  the aircraft largely out of  tradi-
tion. Back in the day when a pilot needed to gauge necessary clearance to 
avoid crashing with oncoming aircraft, they sat on the left. 

Sometimes, in the work world, when there is an idea for a new program, 
project, or research effort, a smaller-scale pilot is launched. Like a TV pilot, 

this minimized effort is a good indication if  a larger scale approach will 
meet with success. 

In my work with Extension Services across the 
country (here, it’s called Nebraska Extension), we 
always did pilot projects to test a new 4-H project, 
launch a new way to educate food stamp recipients, or 
engage master gardeners, as examples. Starting at a 
smaller scale saved money, showed us where to make 
changes, and assured a broader-scale program could 
be successful for learners. Again, just as TV shows, 
sometimes a project never made it past the pilot. 

For Christians, a column about pilots without men-
tion of  Jesus would be totally incomplete. A favorite 
hymn goes like this: 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me
Over life’s tempestuous sea;
Unknown waves before me roll,
Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee.
Savior, pilot me.
Speaking of  waves, the giant cruise ships depend on 

a pilot boat to lead them into ports of  call, and to get 
them back out to sea again. When docking in foreign 
countries, officials on these pilot boats board cruise 
ships to assure adherence to local laws.

Honestly, this column was a pilot. Thanks to the trust of  Dennis and Ly-
nell, The Elgin Review co-publishers, I got to try my hand at something I had 
never done before. I wrote a couple of  sample columns, piloting the idea, so 
to speak. This is the 50-something column. The ideas keep coming, the words 
keep rolling, and occasionally, I get a comment or two from readers that 
keeps me wordsmithing. Thank you.   

So as August transitions into September and through the months to come, 
remember to appreciate those pilots in your life. Though we all like to think 
we’re in total control, we’re not. Trust your pilots and keep rolling with con-
fidence on life’s journey. 

Send comments to jane.schuchardt@gmail.com. 

In 2021, communism seems like 
a distant threat to many.  Genera-
tions of  Americans have learned 
about the atrocities committed 
by Stalin and Lenin in Russia.  
Many are familiar with Mao’s 
Great Leap Forward, which led 
to the Great Chinese Famine and 
starvation and death for millions. 

Sadly, communism isn’t 
something that’s just studied in 
history books.  There’s growing 
awareness across our state and 
country that it’s reinventing 
itself  right here at home under 
the label of  Critical Race Theory 
(CRT).  Instead of  the old narra-
tive of  class warfare, CRT envi-
sions a race-based Marxism that 
divides people along racial lines.  
It’s packaged under innocuous 
sounding terms such as “equity” 
or “anti-racism,” but it seeks to 
re-write our country’s history 
and reimagine public policy all 
based on a Marxist worldview.  

Here’s a few things you should 
know about CRT.

• CRT is an attack on the 
premise that America is working 

to build “a 
more per-
fect union.”  
CRT 
proponents 
reject the 
notion that 
America is 
defined by a 
shared com-
mitment to 
universal 
principles 
such as the 
recognition 
of  God-
given hu-
man rights, 
equality 
under the 
law, and the 
protection 
of  basic 

freedoms of  religion, speech, and 
assembly.  Instead, they teach 
that racism defines America and 
that systemic racism plagues our 
country’s institutions. 

• Critical race theorists seek 
to remedy what they describe as 
“systemic racism” by turning 
back the clock on race relations 
and promoting a race-based view 
of  the world.  Ibram Kendi, a 
leading proponent of  CRT who 
heads the Boston University 
Center for Antiracist Research, 
openly encourages discrimina-
tion on the basis of  skin color.  
He writes, “The only remedy to 
racist discrimination is antira-
cist discrimination.  The only 
remedy to past discrimination is 
present discrimination.” 

• CRT advocates also exchange 
the word “equality” for “eq-
uity”—and it’s important to 
understand the distinction in 
their choice of  language.  Our 
state’s motto is “Equality before 
the law”.  “Equality” expresses 
the ideal that every individual 
should receive equal treatment 
and equal opportunity, regardless 
of  one’s race or background.  For 
CRT proponents, “equity” is the 
aspiration that our economy and 
institutions produce equal out-
comes.  This is the vision Marx-
ists have had for generations. 

For decades, CRT has remained 
a little-known theory, mainly 
studied in institutions of  higher 
education.  Today, it’s being 
applied in personnel trainings, 
K-12 schools, universities, and 
other settings.  And it’s happen-
ing right here in Nebraska at 
taxpayer expense.  I’ll share two 
examples.

First, the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Education promotes a 
number of  concerning materials 
on their website.  Their website 
highlights the 1619 Project, a 
project of  the New York Times 
that presents a revisionist his-
tory of  the American founding.  
After I recently posted a state-
ment on social media opposing 

Since President Biden took office inflation has 
increased every single month. At a time when our 
nation is trying to rebuild and recover in response 
to COVID-19, the Biden Administration and Con-
gressional Democrats don’t seem to mind that the 
price of  everyday goods and services are on the 
rise while Nebraskan’s paychecks are worth less. 
These things do not just happen. Inflation reach-
ing a thirteen-year high is a direct result of  poor 
leadership by Democrats, and the ripple effect is 
only going to get worse.

Let’s call it ‘stagflation 2.0’
President Biden pushed his $1.9 trillion spending 

package, the American Rescue Plan, through Con-
gress and signed it into law earlier this year under 
the guise of  “emergency” spending. Since then, his 
administration has continued to propose even more 
spending while simultaneously instituting econom-
ic policies that exacerbate worker shortages.

In March of  last year, Phase III of  the COVID-19 
response, known as the CARES Act, was signed into 
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CRT, the founder of  the 1619 Project responded to my state-
ment claiming that white supremacy is a “core value” of  
America.  Furthermore, NDE’s website promotes the Zinn 
Education Project, an organization carrying on the work of  
self-described socialist Howard Zinn.  The Zinn Education 
Project has been a vocal opponent of  states who have sought 
to ban CRT from being applied in K-12 public schools.  

And it’s not just NDE.  The Nebraska State Education 
Association, the union for K-12 school teachers, came to the 
defense of  their national organization, which recently voted 
to promote CRT.

Second, the Office of  the Chancellor at the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) has launched a “journey toward 
anti-racism and racial equity.”  It established a dedicated 
group of  co-leaders who were tasked with “on-going review 
of  institutional demands paired with responses.”  Recently, 
this group of  co-leaders released a statement on the Office of  
the Chancellor’s website providing a defense of  CRT in which 
they argued that opponents of  CRT were aiding the Klu Klux 
Klan.

It’s not just in the administration—CRT is also being 
pushed in the classroom.  Consider how Dr. Kerry-Ann 
Escayg, a critical race theorist at the University of  Nebraska-
Omaha, describes her work:  “Anti-racism informs all work 
that I undertake including the types of  research activities I 
design and implement.  I see research as a form of  storytell-
ing and anti-racist research as a form of  activism.”  From 
Dr. Escayg’s perspective, her research at the University is 
activism.  It’s imperative that our University system reject 
academic activism in the classroom and center itself  on open-
minded, evidence-based investigation of  our history and 
society. 

There’s a chance to stop the application of  CRT at the 
University of  Nebraska.  On August 13, 2021 the University 
of  Nebraska Board of  Regents will vote on a resolution to 
prevent CRT from being imposed on their campuses.  Pass-
ing this resolution is key to protecting student voices and 
academic freedom.  Without the resolution, proponents of  
CRT will remain free to impose their Marxist philosophy and 
divide campuses along racial lines.  I strongly urge the Board 
of  Regents to pass the resolution to help protect the integrity 
of  our University System.

As this vote by the Board of  Regents approaches, it is my 
hope you will contact your board representative and let them 
know you oppose CRT.  The University system is indepen-
dently governed by the Board of  Regents, who are elected by 
the people of  Nebraska.  I do not appoint them.  You can find 
their contact information at nebraska.edu/regents/board-
members. 

If  you want to learn more about how CRT is being pro-
moted in education and other institutions across our country, 
I encourage you to check out the latest episode of  my podcast 
with Christopher Rufo.  Rufo is one of  the leading experts on 
CRT, and has done extensive investigatory reporting on the 
issue.  You can listen to the episode by searching for “The 
Nebraska Way” on Apple Podcasts.

From Page Four
Ricketts

law. The CARES Act served 
as a relief  package that pro-
vided much needed assistance 
to Americans with tax relief, 
expanded unemployment 
benefits, and aimed to help 
businesses stay afloat. While 
many provisions in the CARES 
Act, including Unemployment 
Insurance, or UI, may have 
been appropriately targeted 
last spring, continuing this 
program now only encourages 
the American workforce to 
stay home. I applaud Gover-
nor Ricketts for ending the UI 
expansion so that we can get 
Nebraskans back to work and 
fill much needed positions. 
Democrats should take note.

Likewise, the Democrats’ 
recent expansion of  the Child 
Tax Credit is destabilizing to 
our workforce. By decoupling 
the credit from requiring an in-
come offset, they have created 
the first new welfare benefit 
in a generation. Regardless 

of  whether it is needed, this 
expansion is pumping addi-
tional cash into our economy. 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
which I helped enact in 2017, 
had already doubled the child 
credit from $1,000 to $2,000. 
However, because the credit 
was required to offset actual 
tax owed, it was designed to 
encourage work, not discour-
age it like we see now.

We cannot keep pumping 
more and more money into the 
economy. The way to rebuild 
our economy is by safely 
reopening our communities, 
supporting the businesses 
within them, and connecting 
workers with employers. I 
will not stand for Democrats 
raising prices for consumers 
while depleting our nation’s 
hard-earned wages. American 
families should not have to 
pay the price of  Democrats’ 
self-serving and uncontrolled 
policies. 

Enough is enough. 

From Page Four
Smith
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SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Just taking a care-free drive
Start the engine, put it in 

drive and just let the vehicle 
take you wherever.

I think my dad referred to 
it as a Sunday drive. Younger 
generations refer to it as a road 
trip. Whatever you want to 
call it, I think it’s somewhat of  
an American tradition which 
dates back generations.

We’ve had a busy summer 
at the newspaper office, doing 
projects both in-house and 
outside. August is here and, 
by the end of  the month, 
there are going to be games to 
cover (high school), games to 
watch (Huskers) and a rash of  
weddings to attend. All that 
means is there are few free 
weekends left to just relax.

Some like to relax at the 
river or 
a nearby 
lake, to 
those 
people 
I am 
envious, 
but not 
jealous. 
The last 
couple 
of  years 
we’ve 
spent 
more 
time with 
Lynell’s 
mother 
in 
Randolph 
(almost 
every 
other 

weekend). She’s approaching 
90 and Lynell loves her mother 
to the point a good weekend is 
spending time with Mom.

On Thursday night, I 
surprised her by saying to keep 
Saturday open.

So, around 11 a.m., I tossed 
a cooler in the back of  the 
pickup and, after filling the 
tank with gas ($51 worth), 
we headed north with no 
particular destination in mind, 
just open road and plenty of  
sunshine to lead the way.

Almost an hour down 
the road we pulled into a 
convenience store on the edge 
of  Verdigre, not for more gas. 
What we wanted was behind 
one of  the coolers. No, it 
wasn’t beer. It was chess curds 
(cheddar and jalapeño), beef  
jerky, beef  sticks and some 
coarse weiners. Homemade 
food is always the best and 
these meat treats are almost as 
good as the brats sold at Dean’s 
Market. This was a must-stop. 

From there, it was lunch 
time. We had our choice of  
places we could go, but there 
was one place we hadn’t been 
in a long while - the Tastee 
Treet Drive-in at Yankton. A 
bite or two of  jerky and a few 
jalapeño cheese curds got us 
to our destination and when 
we pulled into the drive-in, it 
was like stepping back in time. 
The decor is nothing special, 
the sign is retro 60s as is the 
music blaring from the outdoor 
speakers. You park under the 
overhead shade and a young 
lady comes to the driver’s side 
window to take your order. 
We had two specials (a Tastee 
burger, crinkle fries and a 
drink). I had a strawberry malt 
and Lynell had an unsweetened 
iced tea. I made a mistake 
when ordering, I should have 
had a black raspberry instead 
of  a strawberry malt.

The food was done to 
perfection, the strawberry 
malt was real and tasted like 
the ones I had as a teenager 
in Seward close to 50 years 
ago. Across the street from 
the drive-in is a Burger King. 
It’s been there for years but it 
hasn’t been able to close down 
the drive-in. After all, who 
wants to taste some burger 
made from who knows what? 
There’s a place in this world 
for corporate fast-food joints, 
just outside of  Dante’s Inferno 
would be a good place to pile 
them up. Speaking of  corporate 
businesses, almost everywhere 

My vote for the best drive-in 
food goes to Willert’s Tastee 
Treet Drive-in in Yankton, S.D.

we go we see ‘help wanted’ 
signs, and then we see on social 
media where employees just up 
and quit forcing the business 
to close its doors until they can 
find more help. Add to that, 
supermarkets unable to get 
certain products back on the 
shelves, parts not available or 
delayed in shipping. I had a 
car salesman tell me not too 
long ago that when times were 
good and a person wanted a 
new pickup, it would only take 
four to six weeks to get it. Now, 
in 2021, it takes months. Who 
would have thought that would 
be the case in the U.S. today? 
You don’t need me to tell you 
the answer, you already know 
the answer.

From Yankton, we headed 
south down Highway 81, 
turned east on Highway 20 and, 
to Lynell’s surprise, we stopped 
at her mom’s house. This was 
one of  those visits where there 
were no ‘to-do’ projects and we 
followed her mom’s lead, each 
taking a power nap.

Later, we got back on 
Highway 81 and headed south 
to Humphrey, then west to 
Albion to the best small-town 
movie theatre - the Gateway 
Theatre. A $20 bill will buy you 
two tickets to the show, a large 
popcorn, two large drinks and 
change back in your pocket. It’s 
only open on weekends and its 
run by the entrepreneurship 
class at Boone Central. It’s a 
first-class operation and we 
like to go there. I would still 
rather watch a new movie 
in a movie theatre than on 
a big-screen TV at home. I 
cannot tell you how many 
nights I spent at the Rivoli 
Theatre in Seward growing 
up. At least once a month I 
saw a movie there while just 
steps away, in the basement 
of  Jones National Bank my 
Mom and Dad attended the 
monthly meeting of  the 
Seward County Farm Bureau. 
It was there where I learned 
that Elvis couldn’t act, I caught 
‘American Graffiti’ there, 
and spent the last Saturday 
afternoon before Christmas 
watching the free movie show.

At Albion we saw the movie 
‘Black Widow’ a Marvel 
Comics superhero picture. All 
things considered, it was a 
pretty good movie. 

After the show, the pickup 
drove itself  north to home to 
cap off  an interesting week.

We hadn’t done anything 
like a road trip in a long time. 
My father used to take Mom 
and I on trips like this in the 
summertime. Sitting in the 
back seat, I couldn’t wait till 
we pulled into Seward and I got 
to go swimming for an hour. 
Mom and Dad would sit in the 
shade of  a tree and eat pop 
corn and drink soda pop from 
the wooden concession stand. 
It could have been a Norman 
Rockwell photo, at least that’s 
how I remember it. Trips 
like that always happened on 
Sunday afternoons because 
Dad believed Sunday was a 
day for rest. He worked hard, 
up and working before the sun 
rose and not stopping until 
after sunset. But Sundays were 
meant to rest.

Different times back then, 
not better just different. 

It Pays To 
Advertise!

EPPJ volleyball, football 
teams begin preparations
for 2021 season openers

next week
Last week marked the beginning of fall sports practice across the 
state. Wolfpack football and volleyball teams were quick to get to work 
getting ready for their upcoming seasons. The volleyball team (above) 
and the football team (below) were busy perfecting their skills. Both 
teams will start the season next week. On Thursday, August 26, the 
volleyball team will open at home against Lutheran High Northeast. 
On Friday night, the Wolfpack football team will be in action at Elgin 
Field against O’Neill St. Mary’s. E-R photos/SReestman
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Bartlett News

Governor Pete Ricketts re-
cently appointed John Krohn 
as the District 7 Director of  the 
Nebraska Corn Board (NCB), 

Albion farmer appointed to serve on Nebraska Corn Board
which represents Boyd, Holt, 
Antelope, Garfield, Wheeler, 
Boone, Platte, Valley, Greeley 
and Nance counties. Krohn is 

a farmer from 
Albion and is 
replacing David 
Merrell, from 
St. Edward, 
who served on 
the board since 
2006 and chose 
not to seek re-
appointment.

“I wanted 
to become a 
part of  the 
Nebraska Corn 
Board simply 

to get involved,” said Krohn. 
“I have a basic understanding 
of  the state’s corn checkoff  
program, but I wanted to better 

understand all of  the ways our 
half  a cent per bushel invest-
ment can impact programs in 
Nebraska, the U.S. and even 
around the world. Instead of  
simply reading about how 
corn growers benefit from the 
Nebraska Corn Board, I want 
to be a part of  the decision-
making process.”

After graduating from the 
University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln in 2006 with a degree 
in agronomy, Krohn was the 
production supervisor for 
Cargill before an opportunity 
allowed him to join the farm 
operation full time. He is the 
fifth generation to operate his 
family’s farm. The Krohn fam-
ily grows corn and soybeans in 
the Boone County area which 
includes some land that has 
been in his family for over 120 
years. Krohn practices sus-
tainable production methods 
within his operation including 
no-till and cover crops.

Outside of  the farm, Krohn 
serves as an associate director 
for Country Partners Coop-
erative and is in a stakeholder 
group with the Lower Loup 
Natural Resources District 
working to develop a drought 
management plan. Krohn is a 
fellow of  the Nebraska LEAD 
Program (Class 39) and was 
involved in his local church 
as the council president. He 
farms with his parents, his 
wife, Sheena, and has three 
children: Kasey, Annie and 
Caleb.

“We look forward to welcom-
ing John to the Nebraska Corn 
Board,” said Kelly Brunkhorst, 
executive director of  NCB. 
“One of  the biggest strengths 
we have within our board is 
the shared passion to improve 
our state’s corn industry 
through our key pillars of  
market development, research, 
promotion and education. We 
have a diverse group of  leaders 

from different backgrounds 
and farming operations, yet 
they all come together for a 
common goal. John will be a 
great addition, but I would also 
be remiss not to mention Dave 
Merrell and thank him for his 
service to the industry.”

Krohn’s position is effective 

John
Krohn The Nebraska Public Service Commission has issued 

an Order (GDC-445/GD-3022) temporarily suspending the 
Grain Dealer License of  Pipeline Foods, LLC, of  Minneapo-
lis, MN., for failure to include specific “Warning to Seller” 
language in violation of  the Grain Dealer Act (Neb. Rev. Stat 
§ 75-901).

Per the Order, the omission of  the “Warning to Seller” lan-
guage on grain purchase contracts issued by Pipeline Foods, 
LLC., fails to provide Nebraska producers notification of  
the procedures that must be followed in order to have re-
course to a licensed grain dealer’s security.

“We have some serious questions about this grain dealer’s 
ability to operate as a business in Nebraska,” said Commis-
sion chair Dan Watermeier. “We feel that the public good 
requires us to take action and issue the license suspension.”

Under the temporary suspension, Pipeline Foods, LLC 
cannot act as a grain dealer within the state of  Nebraska 
until the resolution of  the complaint (GDC-445/GD-3022).  
As such Pipeline Foods, LLC., may not undertake any action 
that would classify it as a grain dealer, including, but not 
limited to, buying grain from Nebraska producers/sellers 
with the intent to sell such grain.

Commissioner Watermeier said, “It is important as we ap-
proach harvest season that our producers/sellers are aware 
of  this license suspension.”

Pipeline Foods, LLC., has 20-days in which to file a re-
sponse to the Commission’s complaint.

PSC temporarily suspends 
grain dealer license

By Sherry Tetschner
The 31st A.E. Olson Cousin Campout and the 87th Annual 

Olson Picnic were held the weekend of  Aug. 8-9 at the Headquar-
ters near Bartlett. On Saturday afternoon, 35 cousins of  various 
degrees gathered for a good visit and ate supper. Some spent the 
night and then all met for worship Sunday morning. Afterward, 
they were joined by several from the Oscar Olson family to share 
the noon meal. The annual “business meeting” was held and 
more visiting ensued. Later everyone met on the front porch and 
Sibyl Spahn talked about the history of  the house.

Those in attendance were Adair, Anita and Melody Ballagh 
of  Burwell; Carol Olson of  Ericson; John and Chris Olson and 
Dwight and Eudeen Nichols of  Bartlett; Jill Olson and Natalie 
Hedges and family of  Omaha; Paul and Anya Tompkins of  Coun-
cil Bluffs; David and Denise Tompkins and family of  Stromsburg; 
Ruth and Neil Tompkins of  Inman; Beverly and Marvin Ericson 
of  Osceola; Clyde Ericson, Calvin Olson and Marcia Veal of  
Columbus; Willard Peterson of  Bradshaw; Mark and Sally Olson 
of  Lincoln; Randy and Sibyl Spahn of  Gretna; Sally and Larissa 
Jennings of  Langdon, ND; and Paul and Roma Oster of  Rockaway, 
NJ. Also attending were Dick and Rich Thompson of  Lincoln; 
Pam Thompson of  Wisconsin; Mary Lois and Joel Burke and Lisa 
Fricke and friend Johnnie of  Colorado.

The Bartlett Garden Club met Wednesday, Aug. 11 at 2:30 p.m. at 
Bibs and Boots in Bartlett. Ten members answered roll call, “How 
do you eat corn on the cob, left to right, right to left or typewriter 
style?” 

Two Garden Club members received top honors for their flower  
exhibits at the Wheeler County Fair Open Class. Top “Flower Ar-
rangement” was won by Pauline Marker. She received a planter 
from Bomgaars in O’Neill. Top “House Plant” was won by Mari-
lyn Mignery’s Coral Reef  plant. She received a gift certificate 
from Shamrock Nursery in O’Neill.    

Notes from the Garden mailbox were read.  Those included 
visitors from Reading, PA., South Dakota, Colorado Springs, and 
Grand Junction, Colo. 

Vicki Vannier shared her experience of  seeing the “Big Boy” 
Steam Engine in Kearney on Aug. 8. The “Big Boy is housed in 
Cheyenne, Wyo., and has been traveling across the country this 
summer. 

There are no answers yet to how or when the large Garden Club 
tree will be cut down. It will be a large undertaking due to the 
size of  the tree.  

Hostess Marilyn Mignery served a lunch of  mixed fruit dishes, 
yummy raisin cookies and trail mix. She displayed her unique 
Coral Reef  plant as a table decoration.  

The next meeting will be held Wednesday Sept. 8 at 3 p.m. at the 
home of  Sharon Derner. 

The Bartlett Lions Club held their regular August meeting  at 
the Wheeler County fairground Lions stand with 10 members 
present. Cara Snider reported that the Lions stands did well this 
year at the Wheeler County Fair.   

Discussion was held about what worked and what didn’t at the 
food stands this year. It was agreed upon, by members, to use 
regular sized hamburger buns next year, and smaller hot dogs. 
Mention was made that perhaps using an air fryer would improve 
the texture of  the funnel cakes next year. A recurring issue is 
shortage of  man power in the stands especially at night.  Another 
question was raised, but not answered “Does the stand need to be 
open on Friday and Saturday mornings?”  

On August 12, 133 lugs of  peaches and pears had been sold by 
Lions members. Seven lugs remained to be sold.  

Lu Plugge was presented the “Lion of  the Year Award,” by the 
Bartlett Lions Club at the Wheeler County Fair on Sunday Aug. 8. 
Congratulations Lu on all you do for this community!  

Pictured (l-r) are Kay Reineke, Lu Plugge and granddaughter Anns-
lea Glup. Lu received the “Lion of the Year” award presented at the 
Wheeler County Fair on Sunday, Aug. 8. The award was given by the 
Bartlett Lions Club. Photo submitted

immediately following his 
appointment by Gov. Ricketts 
on Aug. 9. Additionally, Ted 
Schrock, from Elm Creek, 
and Andrew Groskopf, from 
Scottsbluff, were reappointed 
to serve as the District 6 and 8 
directors respectively.

the regular meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 16. The meeting is 
scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.m. in the distance learning room at 
the high school. 

Update — When Wolfpack football fans head to Elgin Field 
on Friday night, August 27, they should see the new crow’s nest 
being used. Brockhaus said the wiring has been completed 
and the ‘nest’ should be ready for the game. The school district 
provided the necessary supplies to construct the new crow’s nest. 
The work was done by Schmitt Construction.

Bus barn — The school board made the final payments for the 
newly-constructed bus barn. Having paid approximately one-half  
of  the bill (over $46,600) one year earlier, the board went ahead 
and made the second half  payment as well as just over $15,000 
more to cover increased costs for doors and wiring.
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Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

BOARD
Regular August Meeting

EPS Distance Learning Room
August 10, 2021   7:30 PM
President Steve Busteed 

called the Regular August Board 
Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
Board members present were 
Eric Beckman, Ron Bode, Steve 
Busteed, Todd Heithoff, and Lisa 
Welding.  Also present were Su-
perintendent Mike Brockhaus 
and Principal Greg Wemhoff.

President Busteed led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Busteed 
reminded everyone that a copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Law was posted in the meeting 
room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07.

Ron Bode motioned, Todd 
Heithoff second to excuse Luke 
Hinkle from the meeting.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.

Todd Heithoff motioned, Lisa 
Welding second to approve the 
consent agenda--#5- Minutes of 
Regular Meeting, #6- Adopt the 
Agenda, #7- Financial Report, 
#8- Board Bills.  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Appeara, Maintenance, 
$244.16; Beckman Lumber, 
Maintenance, $76.31; Bomgaars, 
Maintenance, $460.16; Cen-
tral NE Rehab, SpEd Expense, 
$295.99; Corner Service & Tire, 

Transportation, $295.41; Dean’s 
Market, Maintenance, $91.36; 
Eakes, Maintenance, $994.93; 
ESU Coordinating Council, Ad-
min Expense, $100.00; ESU 
#8, SpEd Expense, $23,510.25, 
Instru Expense, $1,394.94; El-
gin Hardware, Maintenance, 
$628.48; Elgin One Stop, Trans-
portation, $143.72; Elgin Re-
view, Board Expense, $87.55; 
Elite Office Products, Business, 
$80.00, Instru Expense, $89.99; 
GP Communications, Business 
Expense, $982.76; Hometown 
Station, Transportation, $278.82; 
Island Supply, Instru Expense, 
$99.20; John’s Disposal, Busi-
ness Expense, $15.00; McGraw-
Hill, Instru Expense, $111.19; 
MARC, Maintenance, $1,333.09; 
Mogensen, Erica, SpEd Ex-
pense, $1,382.53; NASCO, In-
stru Expense, $134.00; Olson’s 
Pest Technicians, Maintenance, 
$115.20; Petersburg Building & 
Supply, Maintenance, $85.91; 
Really Good Stuff, Instru Ex-
pense, $289.95; Reimburse-
ment, $871.30; Romshek, Bri-
anna, SpEd Expense, $1,029.67; 
Schindler, Louise, SpEd Ex-
pense, $232.00; School Spe-
cialty, Instru Expense, $386.60; 
Scholastic, Instru Expense, 
$98.18; SchoolMate, Instru Ex-
pense, $588.90; Teacher Direct, 
Instru Expense, $262.84; Text-
book Warehouse, Instru Ex-
pense, $675.35; Tierney, Title 
IV Expense, $12,834.00; TMS, 
Business Expense, $54.00; Vec-
tor Solutions, Instru Expense, 
$650.00; Verizon Wireless, Busi-
ness Expense, $355.72; Wage-
Works, Instru Expense, $170.75 

Total Board Bills: $51,530.21 
August Payroll: $213,479.12 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$265,009.33 
President Busteed recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments. 

In the principal’s report, Mr. 
Wemhoff reported on the upcom-
ing start to school. 

Supt. Brockhaus updated the 
board on budget and summer 
projects.  He stated that the band 
uniforms have arrived.  He gave 

preliminary budget information 
and stated there would not be 
any money transfers or prepay-
ing on utilities this year.

In action items, Welding mo-
tioned and Eric Beckman sec-
ond to approve 1st reading of 
NASB recommended 103.00 
Equal Educational Opportunity; 
203.01 Board Organizational 
Meeting; 402.01 Equal Oppor-
tunity Employment; 402.15 Staff 
Conduct with Students; 404.06 
Harassment; 501.00 Objec-
tives for Equal Educational Op-
portunities for Students; 501.01 
Educational Equity; 504.18 Ha-
rassment; 603.01 Curriculum 
Development; 607.10 Classroom 
Environment.  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Heithoff motioned and Weld-
ing to approve payment of the 
other ½ of bus barn construc-
tion ($47,057.37) plus the cost 
overrun of $15,277.90 to Schmitt 
Construction.  Voting aye were 
Beckman, Busteed, Heithoff, and 
Welding.  Abstained from voting 
was Bode.  Motion carried 4-0, 
with 1 abstention. 

Welding motioned, Bode sec-
ond to approve closing the old 
Flex account that is no longer 
used.  Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Discussion was held on formu-
lating a letter to the NE Dept. of 
Education and the commissioner 
regarding the new health stan-
dards. 

Beckman motioned, Heithoff 
second to adjourn the meeting.  
Vote 5-0, motion carried.  Meet-
ing adjourned at 8:14 p.m.

The Budget Hearing followed 
by the Special Hearing to Set the 
Final Tax Request will be Sep-
tember 15, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Distance Learning Room.  
The regular meeting will follow.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Paula Jensen, Recorder
--This is a draft copy and does 

not become official Elgin Public 
Board minutes until approved 
at the next regular or advertised 
meeting.
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By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

The phone rings and the 
person at home picks it up. 
The caller offers you a story 
about large sums of  money 
which are yours if  you just do 
this or that.

If  it sounds too good to be 
true, it almost always is too 
good to be true.

Bank of  Elgin Vice President 
Anne Parks said Thursday 
that once again there appears 
to be a number of  scams going 
on in the Elgin area. They can 
come in the form of  a phone 
call, an email or a letter.

It seems like it used to be 
just landlines, but now I think 
they’re starting to hit people 
with their cell phones,” she 
said. 

“The main thing is do not 
answer any suspicious calls, 
especially if  you see a number 
you don’t recognize.”

But, sometimes people do 
answer the phone and that’s 
when the scammer begins 
his routine. One of  the most 
common scams is when 
the scammer says a family 
member is in trouble and 
they need money right away. 
Another scam which makes 
the rounds is one where they 
tell the person answering the 
phone, normally an elderly 
person, they have won big 
money, an automobile or 
some other fantastic prize. In 
order to receive the prize, the 
caller said they need to send a 
certain amount of  cash.

“Do not give out any 
sensitive information,” Parks 
said. Sensitive information 
is considered to be Social 

Bank of Elgin offers tips 
to protect against scams

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
August 10th, 2021

Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

A complete record of these 
minutes as well as all resolutions 
and agreements are on file at the 
County Clerk’s Office and are 
open to the public.

Chairman opened meeting.
Approved agenda. Minutes of 

08-03-2021 BOC meeting were 
approved.

Pledge Collateral and corre-
spondence was reviewed. July 
fee reports from CDC, Treasurer, 
Sheriff were reviewed. Heard 
report from Grounds and Main-
tenance.

Review of claims. Approved 
Payroll.

Approved Township Claims.
Zoning administrator –Plan-

ning and Zoning meeting sched-
uled in a couple of weeks. CUP 
for truss construction business is 
in the works.

Approved redistricting contract 
with UNO.

Bat mitigation – approved bat 
mitigation proposal from United 
Bat Control.

Approve 2021 office invento-
ries, including striking property.

Tabled 150th Anniversary Res-
olution and striking of delinquent 
pp taxes.

Road Superintendent Report 
– approved access and oversize 
load permit. Postponed accept-
ing or denying 2021 Pavement 
project bid.

Budget discussion. Set budget 
hearing for August 31st at 6:00 
PM.

Met in executive session re-
garding personnel. 

Approved vendor claims:
General: AFLAC, ins 

1,076.33; AMERITAS LIFE INS 
CORP, ins 14,957.86; ANTE-
LOPE CO COURT, ex 170.00; 
ANTELOPE CO SHERIFF, ex 
40.34; APPEARA, ex 32.10; AP-
PLIED CONN TECH, ex 335.00; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, ut 
282.18; BCBS, ins 61,297.12; 
BOB BARKER CO, ex 79.98; 
BOMGAARS, ex 544.86; MAR-
CY BROWN, ex 66.80; DEAN 
BROWN, ps 25.00; BUFFALO 
CO SHERIFF, ex 22.01; CAR-
HART LUMBER, ex 69.99; 
CARNEY LAW, ex 3,216.62; 
CASEYS, ex 466.42; CITY OF 
ELGIN-RECY, ut 2,750.00; CITY 
OF NELIGH, ut 4,416.22; CITY 
OF NELIGH-RECY, ut 322.00; 
CLEARFLY COMMS, ut 153.63; 
CLERK OF THE DIST COURT, 
ex 385.00; COLDTYPE PUB-
LISHING, ex 192.00; JUDITH 
COLE, ps 10.00; CORNER SER-
VICE/TIRE, ex 551.00; BRYAN 
CORNETT, ex 190.00; CUB-
BYS, ex 1,170.68; DAS STATE 
ACCTG, ex 562.68; DOERR & 
KLEIN, ex 1,661.50; DUSTYS, 
ex 506.04; EAKES OFFICE 
SOL, ex 37.34; EGLEY, FULL-
NER, MONTAG, MORLAND & 
E, ex 461.17; JAMES EGLEY, 
ex 66.80; ELGIN ONE STOP, 
ex 300.25; ELGIN REVIEW, ex 
556.23; ELITE OFFICE PRODS, 
ex 362.09; FED WITHHOLDING, 
tax 9,006.84; FIRST CONCORD 
BENEFITS, ex 1,020.82; GREAT 
PLAINS COMMS, ut 411.64; 
DARRELL HAMILTON, ps 
11.00; HI-WAY MART, ex 56.70; 
NADENE HUGHES, ps 14.00; 
JACK’S UNIFORMS/EQUIP, ex 
287.24; K&M REPORTING, ex 
50.00; BOB KRUTZ, ex 31.36; 
LIBERTY NATIONAL, ins 91.20; 
MADISON CO DIST COURT, ex 
50.00; MADISON CO SHERIFF, 
ex 23.01; MADISON NATIONAL 
LIFE, ins 98.60; MICROFILM 
IMAGING SYSTEMS, ex 76.00; 
DAVID MILLER, ex 11.20; MIPS, 
ex 2,890.54; NACO, ex 400.00; 
NATIONAL PRESTO INDS, 
ex 89.99; NE U C FUND, ins 
420.88; NE DEPT OF REV, tax 
4,222.57; NE HEALTH/ HUMAN 
SVCS, ex 348.00; NE LAW EN-
FORCEMENT TRAIN CENT, ex 
828.00; NELIGH POSTMAS-
TER, ex 150.00; NETCOM, ex 
40.00; VSP-NACO VISION, 
ins 502.39; OFFICE DEPOT, 
ex 379.72; ONE OFFICE SO-
LUTION, ex 155.63; PHYLLIS 
PERDEW, ex 11.20; PETTY 
CASH (CO CLERK), ex 22.00; 
PINNACLE BANK, ex 164.75; 

PITZER DIGITAL, ex 560.74; 
PLATTE VALLEY COMM, ex 
63.38; QUILL CORP, ex 23.49; 
KURT RAKOW, ex 16.80; JAN-
ICE RIDDER, ps 10.00; CARO-
LINE SIEMS, ps 25.00; WEX 
BANK, ex 107.55; SOCIAL SE-
CURITY  20,637.72; 
STEALTH BROADBAND, ut 
1,130.35; RYAN STOVER, ex 
91.80; CHUCK THIEMANN, ex 
60.00; THRIFTWAY MARKET, 
ex 12.46; THE TILDEN CITI-
ZEN, ex 136.00; ULINE SHIP-
PING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS, 
ex 1,558.97; UNIV OF NE-
LINCOLN, ut 45.04; US CELL, 
ut 610.28; WASHINGTON NA-
TIONAL INS CO, ins 349.12; BO-
NITA WELKE, ps 22.00; GREG 
WORTMAN, ex 33.60; QUILL 
CORP, ex 56.98; ANTELOPE 
CO TREAS, ex 400,000.00; 
PAYROLL 105,288.12

Road/Bridge: AKRS, ex 37.05; 
AFLAC, ins 276.97; AMERITAS 
LIFE INS CORP, ins 12,621.41; 
AUTOMATED DAIRY SPECIAL-
IST, ex 20.00; B’S ENTERPRIS-
ES, ex 6,940.00; BAZILE AG-
GREGATE CO, ex 16,412.08; 
BAZILE CREEK POWER 
SPORTS, ex 147.36; BECK-
MAN LUMBER, ex 3,169.73; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, ut 
111.73; BCBS, ins 40,409.32; 
BOMGAARS, ex 1,617.61; CAR-
HART LUMBER, ex 7.99; CAR-
QUEST, ex 662.91; CITY OF 
TILDEN, ut 69.72; COLONIAL 
LIFE/ACCIDENT INS, ins 18.00; 
COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEM-
ICAL COR, ex 785.52; BANK OF 
AMERICA LOCKBOX SVC, ut 
10.07; CORNER HARDWARE, 
ex 19.08; CORNHUSKER IN-
TERNATIONAL TRUCK INC, ex 
70.63; CREDIT BUREAU SVCS, 
garn 345.81; CREDIT BUREAU 
SVCS-MADISON CO COURT, 
ex 657.11; CREDIT MANAGE-
MENT SVCS, garn 391.84; CUB-
BYS, ex 1,370.58; D&M MA-
CHINERY, ex 83.52; DUSTYS, 
ex 73.82; ELGIN ONE STOP, 
ex 12.87; ERPPD, ut 443.55; 
EMME SAND/GRAVEL, ex 
35,844.90; FARMERS PRIDE, 
ex 10,098.87; FED WITHHOLD-
ING, tax 8,248.49; FIRST CON-
CORD BENEFITS, ins 545.83; 
FRONTIER COMM, ut 254.51; 
G I TRAILER, ex 464.45; 
GREAT PLAINS COMMS, ut 
282.54; ROBERT HART, ex 
15.75; HOMETOWN STATION, 
ex 275.27; ISLAND SUPPLY 
WELDING CO, ex 228.16; JOEL 
SINCLAIR, ex 3,555.36; JEBRO, 
ex 121,689.08; JEO CONSULT-
ING GROUP, ex 23,561.25; 
JONNY DODGE, ex 2,458.69; 
KAUP FORAGE/TURF, ex 
475.00; LAWSON PRODS, ex 
755.62; LAZY T TIRE/IMP, ex 

10.60; LIBERTY NATIONAL, ins 
318.68; LICHTENBERG TIRE 
SVC, ex 1,194.31; MADISON 
NATIONAL LIFE, ins 53.59; 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE, ins 
34.92; MATTEO SAND/GRAVEL, 
ex 5,907.46; DUANE MILLER, 
ex 110.00; MITTEIS GRAVEL, ex 
18,406.20; MURPHY TRACTOR/
EQUIP, ex 4,407.61; NE DEPT 
OF REV, tax 3,814.91; NPPD, 
ut 192.00; NELIGH AUTO/MA-
CHINE, ex 58.32; NETCOM, ex 
462.00; VSP-NACO VISION, 
ins 359.23; NCPPD, ut 455.73; 
NNTC, ut 75.36; ORVALS AUTO 
SVC, ex 317.00; POLLOCK 
REDI MIX, ex 4,824.01; PRECI-
SION REPAIR, ex 89.95; QUICK 
SERVE OIL, ex 2,298.80; RA-
ZOR TRACKING, ex 925.00; 
RDO TRUCK CENTER, ex 
27,389.25; REINKE’S FARM/
CITY SVC, ex 632.44; ROAD 
BUILDERS MACHINERY/SUP-
PLY, ex 8,756.19; ROYAL ONE 
STOP, ex 157.00; RUTJENS 
CONSTRUCTION, ex 2,000.00; 
RYANS TRUCK/TRACTOR, ex 
392.55; SAPP BROTHER PET-
RO, ex 5,305.56; SCHLECHT 
TRUCKING, ex 7,695.15; WEX 
BANK, ex 816.86; SOC SEC 
17,829.32; SPENCER QUAR-
RIES, ex 6,515.23; STA-BILT 
CONSTRUCTION, ex 40,757.00; 
VERIZON WIRELESS, ut 661.99; 
VILLAGE OF BRUNSWICK, ut 
53.50; VILLAGE OF CLEARWA-
TER, ut 66.50; WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL INS CO, ins 302.80; 
RDO TRUCK CENTER, ex 
1,208.63; PAYROLL 88,905.49;

Register of Deeds: MIPS, ex 
334.80;

Law Enforcement: CASH-WA 
DISTRIBUTING, ex 1,013.49; 
CULLIGAN, ex 125.75; DOLLAR 
GENERAL, ex 28.00; FAITH 
REGIONAL HEALTH SVCS, ex 
1,879.00; HILAND DAIRY, ex 
338.64; MIDWEST SPECIAL 
SVCS, ex 344.25; NELIGH FAM-
ILY DENITSTRY, ex 278.00; 
JESSICA SHAVER, ex 64.00; 
THRIFTWAY MARKET, ex 
234.54; 

Commissary: BOB BARKER 
CO, ex 209.44; CASH-WA DIS-
TRIBUTING, ex 259.12; CUB-
BYS, ex 179.39; PINNACLE 
BANK, ex 304.56; THRIFTWAY 
MARKET, ex 53.57;

Highway Allocation: JEBRO, 
ex 20,348.40.

Meeting Adjourned.   
  Antelope County 
Board of Commissioners

CHARLIE HENERY /s/
Chairman of County Board

Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: August 18, 2021
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Security numbers, account 
numbers, passwords, account 
balances, etc.

Another scam targeting 
the elderly involves a family 
member. 

Scammers will find the name 
of  a family member, sometimes 
in obituaries published in 
newspapers or on social media. 
Then they call Grandma or 
Grandpa and say a child has 
broken the law and is in jail 
and needs money to get out, 
but they don’t want anyone to 
find out.

“We want to stress to people 
with email to be careful to 
not click on links of  any kind 
which may seem suspicious,” 
she said. Clicking on a link 
can lead to a computer to start 
acting crazy. The scammer 
then offers to fix the problem 
if  you’ll just call a number. 
Spyware can be used to obtain 
sensitive information off  
a computer which is then 
utilized to gain access to a 
person’s account.

“If  you get a call from a bank 
that you don’t think is your 
bank. Hang up and then call 
your bank but don’t use the 
number the scammer asks you 
to call.

“In a small town like Elgin, 
bank employees know almost 
all of  our customers on a 
personal basis, and they’ll 
know if  the scammer gives you 
a name whether or not that 
person is with the Bank of  
Elgin,” Parks said.

“If  you get a call from a 
scammer, don’t talk to them,” 
she said. “If  anybody has any 
questions, come talk to one of  
us at the bank.”
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before the patient gets care. It’s 
scary.”  

When there is a medical 
emergency, the difference 

between life and death can be 
a matter of  seconds. Needing 
an ambulance or medical 
personnel that would have 
to travel about ten miles - 
one way -  could take about 
twenty minutes. Currently, the 
squad has a response time of  
approximately three minutes 
from the call to arrival at the 
scene (depending upon the 
patient’s physical location).

Training is a must 
however it has been adapted 
to be very convenient for 
volunteers. Elgin’s team has 
incorporated as much training 
as possible into their regular, 
monthly meeting time plus 
requirements at all levels been 
stream-lined along with the 
times to be more convenient.

Bottorf  pointed out that a 
number of  classes are available 
for teenagers. “There are a lot 
of  different classes that are 
available for kids - even the 
seniors - in high school (that) 
they can take a college course 
while they’re in school so it’s 
not extra time out of  their 
day.” Through community 
colleges, like Northeast 
Community College, training 
is available online with 
perhaps one day in person for 
hands-on training. “There are 
a lot of  opportunities, different 
learning styles, different ways 
to get it,” she added. 

Of  course, training isn’t 
free however Elgin has a 
reimbursement program. 
According to Schindler, “you 
have to be stay on for one year, 
then we reimburse (training 
and passing boards fees)”.

Contemplate, pray, weigh 
the pros and cons, do whatever 
you do when you are trying 
to make a decision. The need 
is great for volunteers who 
can truly make a life-saving 
difference.

For more information, 
contact Kristin at Elgin City 
Hall (402-843-5822), Dean 
Schrage at Dean’s Market (402-
843-5300) or speak with any of  
the current members.

Shop at Home!

The annual American 
Legion/VFW Steak Fry 
in Elgin will be held next 
Monday evening, August 
23. 

According to Legion 
Commander Gary Hoefer, 
social hour will begin at 
6 p.m. with steaks to be 
served starting at 7 p.m. 

Guest speaker for the 
event will be Antelope 
County Veterans Service 
Officer Tom Nelson who 
will gave an update on 
veterans affairs and 
answer questions to gauge 
interest in the formation 
of  a Sons of  the American 
Legion chapter here in 
Elgin. 

To determine how many 
steaks to prepare, persons 
interested in attending 
should contact Hoefer at 
402 843-8611 or Ray Payne at 
402 887-7788 by Sunday.

Legion steak
fry to be held
Monday night

The Nebraska Soybean 
Board (NSB) held an election 
in July for board members 
in Districts 1 and 3, while 
the District 6 candidate ran 

unopposed. 
Nebraska soy-
bean farmers in 
those districts 
voted with 
the following 
results:

 Rural El-
gin resident 
Anne Meis was 
reelected to 
District 1 which 
consists of  
Antelope, Boyd, 
Cedar, Holt, 

Knox, Madison and Pierce 
Counties. She defeated Bran-
don Rosberg of  Bloomfield.

Others elected were Ruth 
Ready of  Scribner, District 3, 
and Larry Tonniges of  Utica, 
District 6.

Newly elected board mem-
ber, Ruth Ready, will begin her 

first term on the board while 
re-elected board member, Meis, 
will begin her third term. 
Larry Tonniges will also start 
a new term having served a 
previous NSB term from 2015 
to 2018.

 “Returning to the Nebraska 
Soybean Board means I can put 
my experience to work as we 
begin our strategic planning in 

Meis re-elected to new 3-year
term on Nebraska Soybean Board

Anne
Meis

2022. Our focus always needs to 
be on funding quality research 
and marketing our soybean 
and soybean products to bring 
value back to the farmer who 
pays the checkoff,” Mrs. Meis 
said.

The elected board members 
will serve a three-year term 
beginning October 1, 2021 and 
ending September 30, 2024.

Nebraska Community Foundation (NCF), in partnership with 
the University of  Nebraska at Omaha’s Center for Public Af-
fairs Research (CPAR) and local school districts, surveyed 1,047 
middle and high school students between January and May of  
2021. Participating communities included Albion, Bassett, Brun-
ing, Burwell, Byron, Cedar Rapids, Chester, Davenport, Deshler, 
Grant, Hebron, O’Neill, Sidney, St. Edward, Stuart, Taylor and 
surrounding areas.

Students’ dream communities look a lot like where they live 
now. Sixty-four percent said their ideal community is small, like 
their hometown—a significant increase from 47% in 2020. When 
asked whether a stigma accompanied staying in or returning to 
their community, 76% said no—up from 70% last year.

“When we began this survey, one of  our central interests was 
uncovering the extent to which there was a stigma associated 
with living in small towns in Nebraska and why,” said CPAR’s 
Josie Gatti Schafer, Ph.D. “After two years of  conducting the sur-
vey, the results are clear—most student respondents do not feel a 
stigma exists about living in the place they live now. The trend is 
also positive.”

Like last year, students placed considerable importance on 
safety, ranking it at the top of  a list of  important factors when 
imagining their ideal community. Fortunately, more than 90% 
of  respondents said they feel safe in their hometowns, and other 
answers indicate they value others’ safety as well. 

Greater Nebraska youth are also community-oriented—and 
busy. They balance sports, jobs, volunteering and club activities 
all while attending school – 87% have jobs in their community, 
and 84% are involved in school activities like sports or choir. 
Young Nebraskans are also active in bettering their places, with 
71% saying they join others in their town to do something posi-
tive for their community at least once a year. Despite these high 
levels of  engagement, only 25% of  respondents said they feel 
they play a role in their community—down from 49% in 2020. 
These students are involved and want to play a part in shaping 
their community—adults must continue inviting them to share 
their voices.

Our youth seek a place to call their own, and the conditions are 
ripe for them to stake their claim in Greater Nebraska.

Youth survey results indicate
promising future for rural places


