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Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 93 degrees recorded 
on July 31. The low was 51 
degrees on July 28. 

Altogether, 0.59 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
July 25 81 63  0.08
July 26 58 71  0.51
July 27 86 57  
July 28 77 51  
July 29 81 60    
July 30 81 60   
July 31 93 64   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.59
Total for July ................. .. 4.43
Total for 2022 ................. ..11.56

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Wages — City of  Elgin
Notice of  Incorporation — 

Matt Booth Farms, LLC
Notice of  Meeting — 

Wheeler Central School 
District #45

Asbestos Notice — PJCC/St. 
Boniface Schools

Notice — Estate of  Ruth 
Ann Rodgers

Notice — Estate of  Ran-
dolph B. Harris

Notice of  Incorporation — 
Meis & Sons Trucking, LLC

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District #45, 
Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State 
of  Nebraska, the City of  Elgin 
and Elgin School District #18.

Events of  this week open to 
the public are:

• Monday, August 8 — 
The annual American Le-

gion/VFW Steak Fry in Elgin 
will be Monday, August 8.

Legion Commander Gary 
Hoefer said social hour will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. with steak 
to be served starting at 7 p.m.

To determine how many 
steaks to prepare, persons 
interested in attending should 
contact Hoefer at (402) 843-
8611 or Ray Payne at (402) 887-
7788 no later than Sunday.

Things To Do

Just two days before the 
students return to school, the 
District #18 Board of  Educa-
tion will meet.

Set for Tuesday, August 9, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m., the 
board will act on a number 
of  recommended policies in 
relation to unicameral ac-
tions/requirements. To be ap-
proved on second reading:

• 204.12 Public Comment in 
Board Meetings

• 508.17 Seizure Safe 
Schools

• 702.03 Budget Adoption 
Process

• 702.03R1 Notice of  Budget 
Hearings and Board Meeting

• 702.03R2 Presentation at 
Joint Public Hearing When 
Exceeding Allowable Growth 
Percentage

• 702.03R3 Budget Hearing 
and Resolution Checklist 
Procedures

• 702.03R4 Determining Al-
lowable Growth Percentage

• 902.02 Construction Plans 
and Specifications

• 902.04 Bids and Awards 
for Construction Contracts

#18 School 
Board to meet
on Tuesday

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

The schedule of  events for the Wheeler 
County Fair in Bartlett has been released. 
The five-day annual celebration begins 
Wednesday, August 3 and ends on Sunday, 

August 7. Here is what is on 
the schedule:

The fair kicks off  Wednes-
day morning (today) with a 
horse show. Then starting at 
1 p.m. is Goat Roping, Work-
ing Ranch Horse Show, and 
Goat Tying.

Thursday, August 4, is Entry Day for 
Open Class. Entry Books will be available 
from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. in both Bartlett and 
Ericson. At 2:15 p.m., the Open Class judg-
ing will begin, followed by the Wheeler 

County Resident/Land Owner Roping 
Competition beginning at 7:30 p.m. Any-
one wishing to participate in the roping 
competition must be entered by 7 p.m. 
Those participants earning the title of  
Top Header/Heeler and Top Jr. Roper will 
receive Buckles in recognition of  their 
achievements.

On Friday, August 5, at 10 a.m., the small 
animal show begins, which includes cats, 
small animals, rabbits, and poultry. 

At 6:30 p.m., the sheep riding starts, fol-
lowed by a rodeo, ranch bronco riding and 
several kids’ events. 

A beer garden will open on the grounds 
and offer cool refreshments Friday 
through Sunday. A Fireman’s Barbeque 
is scheduled from 5-8 p.m., and DJ “Music 
in Action” will round out Friday night’s 

events.
Events resume Saturday, August 6 with 

a livestock show featuring swine, dairy 
goats, beef, dairy cattle, sheep, and meat 
goats beginning at 8 a.m. 

Awards, scholarships, a steak feed, 
sheep ride, rodeo, and the premium auc-
tion are just a few activities on the sched-
ule for Saturday, which comes to a culmi-
nation with live music in the beer garden 
performed by “Loose Cannons.”

The final day of  the fair, best known 
as Community Day, kicks off  at 10 a.m. 
Sunday with a livestock and static exhibit 
followed by a draft horse show at 1 p.m. 

The afternoon events include turtle 
races, a cornhole tournament, and a Com-
munity Potluck. A Calcutta/Ranch Rodeo 
will close the celebration, beginning at 

Wheeler County Fair runs now through Sunday

By Jessie Reestman
After being approached a couple of  

times in recent months by individuals 
seeking assistance to help kickstart 
a new business on Elgin’s main 
street, Elgin City Council members 
are hopeful they have found a way to 
ensure that such help will be available 
in the future known as LB840 or the 
Local Option Municipal Development 
Act. 

LB840 is based on the premise that 
voters of  a municipality can choose 
to spend their own tax dollars in a 
manner they find best suited to meet 
their own local and development needs. 

As simple as this all sounds, 
implementing it will involve some 
work. 

To learn more about the program, 
community members are encouraged to 

attend an upcoming town hall meeting 
that will be held on August 18, 2022, 
at 8 p.m. at the Knights of  Columbus 
Hall, explaining the program and 
the committed process involved in 
implementation.

Elgin City Clerk Kristin Childers, 
explained, “We currently do not have 
anything set up in the way of  offering 
assistance. This is the program, 
LB840, that the economic development 
in Neligh has used to set up their 
economic development. Clearwater 
also has it. It would allow us to provide 
grants, loans, and a mixture of  those 
to new businesses wanting to start up. 
We currently do not have anything like 
that, and after getting a few requests 
from businesses, it was brought up to 
the council that this may be something 
that we would want to look into. We are 

now taking the first step, and we are 
going to host a town hall meeting.”

Deb Poehling, Business 
Development Consultant from the 
Nebraska Department of  Economic 
Development, will be present to answer 
questions about the program. 

“We want community members to 
attend the meeting and learn what this 
is going to entail,” Childers said. “This 
program is not something that we 
can just throw together. It is a lengthy 
process that will require individuals 
from the community to invest their 
time. We will have to have different 
groups that will basically be the ones 
that review the grant applications and 
all the financial documents. Those 
committees cannot include members 
from the council. We will have to 
have people from the community and 

surrounding areas that want to help 
with that. We are going to need buy-in 
from people.” 

Continuing to emphasize the 
importance of  attendance, Kristin 
concluded, “This program is not 
something the council just approves. 
This is something that has to go in 
front of  the public and be voted on. The 
meeting will help us decide if  this is 
something we want to put our efforts 
towards. There is a lot of  planning to 
even get this started. We are required to 
provide a community strategy and have 
everything laid out before anything 
can begin. It is our hope this meeting 
will bring people out who want to step 
up and be involved in helping write 
that plan and getting those committees 
together.” Mark the date on the calendar 
and plan to attend.

Town hall meeting is first step in LB840 process
If approved following lengthy process, funds would be available for economic development

With the start of  school just 
over a week away here in El-
gin, that means soon the Elgin 
Swimming Pool will be closing 
for the season.

At Monday night’s meeting 
of  the Elgin City Council, Pool 
Manager Sue Vanis discussed 
the closing date.

The availability of  life-
guards in August is always an 
issue due to school and college. 
It’s no different here.

The pool will close for the 
season on Sunday, August 21.

She said the pool will be 
open normal hours on Monday, 
August 8. After that date it will 
be open on weeknights from 5-8 
p.m. On Saturday and Sunday, 
the pool will be open regular 
hours (1-7 p.m.).

Three separate matters in-
volving streets/sidewalks were 
addressed.

Among them were:
• Elm Street — Mary Bauer 

asked the council to approve 
a request to close Elm Street 
from Fourth to Fifth Street on 
Friday, August 19. The purpose 
for closing the street is for a 
neighborhood picnic.

The council approved the 
request.

• Oak Street — Duane Esau 
requested the council to use 
Oak Street from Sixth Street 
to Plantation Street on Sunday, 
Sept. 11 for the annual Show & 
Shine Car Show. The car show 
features some of  the finest 
cars, trucks and motorcycles 
anywhere on display. The event 
is held in conjunction with 
‘Treasures in the Park’ hosted 
by the local Young N’ Lively 
organization.

The council approved Esau’s 
request.

With the approval of  the 
Elgin City Council, the Elgin 
Rescue Squad gained two 
new members.

Meeting Monday night, the 
council approved the addi-
tion of  Kimberly Young and 
Jessica Niewohner to the 
volunteer rescue squad. 

Jessica
Niewohner

Kimberly
Young

Elgin Rescue
Squad gains 2
new members

Pool closing
date set

See COUNCIL, Page Two

Preparations for the start of  school next week are in full 
swing at Elgin Public, Pope John and St. Boniface Schools.

At EPS, an all-school open house will be held on Wednesday, 
August 10. It will begin at 6:30 p.m.

The first day of  school will be on Thursday, August 11. School 
will start at 8:15 a.m. and dismiss at 1 p.m.

Morning preschool will be held from 8:15 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Afternoon preschool will begin on Monday, August 15.
At Pope John/St. Boniface, ‘Back to School Night’ will be 

Tuesday, August 9, starting at 6:30 p.m.
The first day of  school for Pk-12 will be Thursday, August 11. 

School will run from 8:05 a.m. to 1 p.m.
To learn more about the start of  the school year, check out 

the ads in this week’s paper.

Dates announced for ‘back-to-school’ events
First day of school is Thursday, August 11 at EPS, PJCC & St. Boniface

County fair week
underway

The Antelope County Fair is underway. On Monday, 
4-H dog and cat shows were held on the fairgrounds. 
(Below) Makaiah Hoefer shows off his dog. (Right) Lily 
Moser holds her cat during her time before the judge. 
Activity at the fairgrounds in Neligh will pick up with each 
passing day. The fair will conclude on Sunday. Fair re-
sults will appear in a special section in the August 17 
issue of the newspaper. E-R photos/OKlein

American Legion
/VFW Annual 

STEAK FRY
Monday,

August 8
Elgin KC Hall
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Brenda Stuhr Papstein, the 
daughter of  Phil and Barb 
Stuhr of  Elgin, recently suf-

fered a major stroke. She is 
in the rehabilitation center at 
Avera McKenna Hospital in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Brenda graduated from 
Pope John Central Catholic 
High School in 1985. She lives 
in Sioux Falls with her hus-
band Kirk and three children, 
18-year old triplets who are 
entering their senior year in 
high school.

Hometown community 
members are encouraged to 
offer prayers and send cards 
to Brenda at Avera McKenna 
Rehabilitation Center, Room 
5-010, 1000 East 23rd Street, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105. 

A GoFundMe site has been 
set up to help the family with 
major medical and related 
expenses, https://gofund.
me/9ba58217.

GoFundMe account set up
for Brenda (Stuhr) Papstein 

Oak Street — Bill Mescher asked the council 
for permission to remove the sidewalk to the 
west of  210 Oak Street and not replace it. The 
council tabled the matter for further review.

At the start of  the meeting, Judith Orlowski 
addressed the council concerning the method of  
billing sewer usage versus water usage.

She asked for an explanation on how rates 
were determined. For more than 20 minutes the 
parties went back and forth. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt, near the end of  the 
discussion, said the council didn’t have the 
answers she was looking for, but would contact 
state officials to determine if  the billing process 
is correct. “If  we’re in the wrong, then we can 
refigure.

Then, before leaving, Mrs. Orlowski asked for 
the latest report on the level of  arsenic in the 
city’s drinking water. 

Water samples are sent into the state to be 
tested on a regular basis and arsenic levels are 
below limits, according to Donnie Poulsen, Jr., 
who collects the samples from the new city well. 

In other action during the meeting:
Building permit — A building permit sought 

by Antelope County for a storm shelter was ap-
proved during the meeting.

Dates set — The following meeting dates were 
set:

Wednesday, August 24 — Budget workshop
Wednesday, September 7 — Regular meeting
Wednesday, September 7 — 1&6 Year Street 

Public Hearing.

From Page One

Council
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3 Community News
Sixty Years Ago
August 2, 1962

The Elgin Presbyterian 
church observed its 75th 
anniversary Sunday, Aug. 5 
with appropriate services. 
Rev. Lee Hicks is pastor of  
the Elgin church and Park 
Congregational church. 

Elgin’s swimming team 
defeated Creston, 90 to 64, in 
a meet last week at Creston. 
Dale Iburg, Terry Scannell 
and Vance Wilkinson won 
first place in two events plus 
swimming on a winning relay 
team. 

Bob Welding took top honors 
in boys’ diving with 70:3 
points. 

Ellis Schrunk had the 
misfortune of  badly damaging 
his car at Erwin Menenbrokers 
driveway when a car hit 
him from the rear as he was 
turning into Menenbrokers.      

Fifty Years Ago
August 12, 1972 

Nebraska’s unusual, but 
welcome, rainy month of  July 
even concluded its final day 
with cool, wet weather which 

Looking Back
continued into August. Elgin 
received an even 8 inches of  
precipitation during July, 
according to records kept at 
the Bank of  Elgin. Rainfall 
was considerably heavier 
southwest of  town during the 
same period. 

The ponies improve their 
league record to 6-1 with an 
11-1 six inning win at Ewing. 
John Miller, making his first 
start, shut out Ewing for 
five innings as he scattered 
five hits and struck out six. 
He showed excellent control 
as he didn’t allow a walk 
and Pony defense gave him 
almost errorless support . 
Steve Heithoff  led the hitting 
driving in six runs with a 3 for 
3 performance including a two-
run home run, his fourth of  
the year. 

Thirty Years Ago
August 12, 1992

Kathy Buelt and her 
husband, Dale, are the new 
owners of  Kate’s Kitchen in 
Elgin, taking over operation 
of  the local drive-in restaurant 
from Carol Mescher and her 

husband, Bob. The Mescher’s 
have operated the Roadway 
Drive-In for the past 10 years.

Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department was called to a 
fire at the Phil Stoltz farm 
southwest of  town. An old, 
unoccupied house had caught 
fire from a blaze nearby 
pit, were scrap lumber was 
being burned. The house was 
extinguished in about two 
hours. Fire Chief  Ray Gregor 
said there was no property 
damage, because the  old house 
was in the process of  being 
demolished. 

In preparation for the coming 
bowling season, workers were 
removing the old hardwood 
bowling lanes from Sunset 
Lanes in Elgin. New lanes and 
ball returns will be installed in 
the near future.    

Twenty Years Ago
August 7, 2002

Leading characters 
rehearsing a scene for 
the Elgin Youth Theater 
production of  “Pippin” are 
Christian  Stokes, Jordan 
Ridder, and John Ross. 

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

It Pays To Advertise!

Road trips
We recently traveled to Ne-

braska to visit family. With 
three kids, stops and potty 
breaks, it takes us about 14 
hours to complete the drive. 
For any parents who have 
taken a similar trip, you 
know the drill:

5:30 – Estimated departure 
time

6:30 – Actual departure 
time

6:45 – “Are we there yet?”
7:00 – “Can I have a 

snack?”
7:30 – “Are we there yet?” 

(again)
You can guess how the 

next 14 hours played out. I 
think about all the movies 
out there about road trips. 
There are the ones that show 
everyone having a great 
time, stopping at all these 
neat places along the way, 
and maybe even singing in 
the car. 

Then there are those 
where the craziest things 
happen, and the family ends 
up stranded and the car 
is on fire. I think ours are 
somewhere in between.

I love and dread these 
adventures at the same time. 
It’s always fun to take the 
kids on vacation, visit fam-
ily or explore somewhere 
new. They love the time 
away and it forces me to 
really focus on my family 
instead of  housework or my 
job. However, those 14 hours 
feel like an eternity.

Our oldest son gets car 
sick. He has thrown up sev-
eral times in the back of  the 
car. Now we give him Dra-
mamine so then he’s sleepy 
and kind of  cranky during 
the trip. 

Our middle son sets up 
camp in the back with blan-
kets and is perfectly content 
having 14 hours of  electron-
ics. However, when we final-
ly reach our destination, he 

has so 
much 
pent-
up 
energy 
that 
he is 
totally 
out of  
con-
trol. 
Our 
daugh-
ter gets 
bored 
and is 
the one 
who 
asks if  
we are 
there 
yet 
about 

every 30 minutes.
Then there’s the constant 

snacking out of  boredom. 
I can hear them crunching 
in the back seat and spilling 
crumbs everywhere. There’s 
the arguing, incessant ques-
tions and inevitable potty 
breaks right after leaving a 
gas station.

Am I alone here? Do 
other parents cringe at the 
thought of  being trapped 
inside a vehicle with their 
children? It’s handing out 
snacks, handing out wipes to 
clean sticky fingers, charg-
ing devices and the continu-
ous fighting. He’s smacking. 
She’s breathing too loud. He 
is in my space!

All these things make me 
want to put on noise cancel-
ling headphones and a sleep 
mask and pretend I am far 
away. At the same time, so 
many memories are created 
on these very trips. The kids 
tell stories about past excur-
sions and love to reminisce. 
I want them to look back on 
their childhood and these 
trips with fondness.

It can be hard as adults 
to be patient in the moment 
and to really soak up the 
experience when it’s loud 
or someone is crunching 
on chips. When the car is a 
mess and everyone is cranky 
and you still have four hours 
left until your destination, 
it’s hard to “be in the mo-
ment”. However, I’m deter-
mined to make the most of  
these trips. They are with 
us for such a short time and 
when we look back, 14 hours 
will be nothing compared 
to the memories. I am going 
to make the most of  these 
times and try to enjoy the 
chaos while I’m in it.

*****
Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatired-

momma@gmail.com. 

Leo and Mike Dwyer and 
family received the Ak-Sar-
Ben Pioneer Farm and Ranch 
Award during the Wheeler 
County Fair. Family Members 
in attendance included Leo 

Dwyer and Mike and Mary 
Alice Dwyer. As well as Abby 
Dwyer, Jennifer Dunn and 
Garrett Dwyer..  

By Jessie Reestman

By Sherry Tetschner
An 80th birthday celebra-

tion, in honor of  Marilyn 
Mignery, was held at Bibs and 
Boots in Bartlett, Sunday July 
17 from 2-4 p.m. The event was 
hosted by Denny and Sharon 
Derner.  Approximately 50 
friends and family attended 
this event. Family members at-
tending were Denny and Sha-
ron Derner of  Bartlett, Justin 
Derner of  Cheyenne, Wyo., 
Levi, Angie and Shelby Derner 
of  Newunderwood, S.D., Seth, 
Carrie, Rece and Beau Derner 
of  Lincoln and Marcine Pierce 
of  Norfolk.  

The cake enjoyed by those 
attending was made by Deb 
Slevin of  Spalding. The beauti-
ful flowers were arranged by 
“Pedal and Stem” of  Spalding.  

An 80th birthday celebration was held for Marilyn Mignery at Bibs 
and Boots in Bartlett, Sunday July 17. Photo submitted

Bartlett News

See NEWS, Page Seven
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

taxes, which were up 87%, and corporate taxes, 
which were up more than 100%. State sales tax 
revenues dropped $46 million in February. A big 
reason for that, he said, were high sales tax refunds 
during the fiscal year, reaching about $213 million.

“That’s why I was adamant about leaving the 
reserve in a fairly robust and historic position” 
at the end of  the legislative session, Stinner said. 
“Things have worked out even better.” Good for you 
Senator Stinner. The voice of  reason. We’re gonna 
miss this guy.

By state law, the bulk of  tax revenues above the 
certified forecast for the year just ended go auto-
matically to the cash reserve. Ricketts said that 
would leave the cash reserve with “substantially 
more than what is needed to serve Nebraskans.” 
Sorry governor, a lot of  us were brought up under-
standing the importance of  saving for a rainy day.

Given national concerns about inflation and pos-
sibly recession, OpenSky Policy Institute Execu-
tive Director Rebecca Firestone urged caution with 
the increased revenue. “It’s certainly good news 
that our tax receipts were so strong over the past 
year, but signs of  economic strain are increasing 

Nebraska closed out its fiscal year on a record 
high note, with net tax revenues nearing $6.35 bil-
lion.  

A state Department of  Revenue report says the 
state collected $624 million more for the fiscal year 
that ended June 30 than predicted just four months 
earlier. That total is up 10.9% from those February 

projections, which in turn 
were $370 million higher 
than projections issued in 
October.

The director of  the state’s 
Legislative Fiscal Office, 
Tom Bergquist, said the rev-
enue growth was a record-
setting 22.1%, more than 7 
percentage points higher 
than the previous record of  
13.5% that was set last year.

Before last year, Nebras-
ka’s previous record-high 
revenue growth was logged 
in the late 1980s, at around 
12%, Bergquist said. At the 
start of  the fiscal year, he 
said, the state’s forecasting 
board projected Nebraska 
would see about 10.6% rev-
enue growth.

All that money has some 
policymakers talking about tax cuts while oth-
ers say the money should be used as a hedge 
against an economic downturn. State Sen. Lou 
Ann Linehan of  Elkhorn, the Revenue Committee 
chairwoman, said the increased revenues mean 
lawmakers should do more to reduce taxes next 
year, perhaps by cutting income tax rates more or 
faster or both.

Term-limited Gov. Pete Ricketts said, “It sets the 
next Legislature up with a prime opportunity to 
build on the historic tax relief  we delivered to Ne-
braskans in 2022.” A few months ago, lawmakers 
passed a major tax relief  package that is projected 
to be worth nearly $900 million when fully imple-
mented in 2027. 

The controversial measure lowered the top 
income tax rates on corporations and individuals, 
ended income taxes on Social Security benefits 
and boosted property tax relief. The bill will be 
phased in over five years, meaning its impact on 
tax revenues will grow with time. Read that again. 
Its impact will grow with time. Pay attention.

State Sen. John Stinner of  Gering, the outgoing 
Appropriations Committee chairman, said the 
increased tax collections will bolster the state’s 
cash reserve fund and leave Nebraska in a bet-
ter position to weather economic uncertainties. 
He pointed to rising interest rates and growing 
talk about recession as worrisome signs. Not to 
mention the increasing impact on revenue I just 
mentioned. 

Bergquist said the spike in revenues can be 
largely attributed to a jump in individual income 

The coffers are full, leave them alone

in Nebraska,” she said. “We continue to urge cau-
tion about talk of  further tax cuts or enacting new 
spending programs until we can better understand 
the direction Nebraska’s economy is moving in.”

Bergquist noted that state revenues typically 
fluctuate from year to year. About five years ago, he 
said, Nebraska saw back-to-back years where over-
all revenue growth was at a meager 0.3%. “When 
it’s good, it’s good,” Bergquist said. “And when it’s 
bad, it hurts.”

Has the Covid-19 pandemic aid contributed to the 
increases? Bergquist said the federal government 
has contributed billions of  dollars to Nebraska, but 
that aid recently has tapered off. That will be a big 
factor going forward.

Patience. Instead of  throwing more money at the 
broken tax system, let’s encourage lawmakers to 
bite the bullet and revise the system. It’ll take cour-
age and money in the bank. We’ve got the money. 
The courage? Not yet..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

As Vladimir Putin’s invasion 
of  Ukraine continues with no 
end in sight, it is as important 
as ever for the U.S. to strengthen 
our ties with allies in the region. 
Standing in solidarity with states 
at risk of  Russian aggression re-
quires us to send a clear message 
we are working on behalf  of  the 
friends of  freedom and economic 
prosperity.

One such opportunity is my re-
cent meeting with former Ambas-
sador and current Member of  the 
Parliament of  Georgia Salome 
Samadashvili. In addition to 
discussing how the United States 
can support anti-corruption ef-
forts in Georgia, we discussed the 
serious impacts of  Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine on the nation of  
Georgia and the importance of  
the United States’ influence in 
the region.

This week I also joined with 
two of  my colleagues on the Ways 
and Means Committee, Repub-
lican Leader Kevin Brady and 
Republican Leader for the Tax 
Subcommittee Mike Kelly to meet 
with a delegation led by Hungar-
ian Foreign Minister Péter Szijj-
ártó. Unfortunately, last week the 
Biden administration began the 
process of  terminating the Unit-
ed States’ tax treaty with Hunga-
ry. Hungary has been the landing 
spot for hundreds of  thousands 
of  Ukrainian refugees fleeing 
the horrors of  war. Meanwhile 
the White House has elected to 
punish the country for objections 

Hungary 
has raised 
to imple-
menting 
Biden’s 
global 
minimum 
tax pro-
posal while 
he takes no 
action to 
revisit the 
30-year-old 
tax treaty 
with Rus-
sia.

Addition-
ally, Presi-
dent Biden 
recently 
took the 
time to visit 
Saudi Ara-

bia, a nation with a poor record 
on human rights and growing 
ties to Russia. 

The President is failing to 
secure energy independence 
by seeking Saudi Arabia’s help 
rather than taking advantage of  
domestic production opportuni-
ties. Russia is benefitting from 
the global oil shortage as our 
country fails to produce what we 
could in order to meet domestic 
and international demand. 

To make matters worse, Demo-
crats in Congress are lobbying 
the Biden administration for a 
ban on oil exports. Because of  
the damage this would do to the 
American economy, petroleum 
industry, and global energy sup-
ply, I recently signed onto a letter 
to the President opposing any 
such ban.

Furthermore, to support the 
strength of  the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) 
this week I supported the pas-
sage of  a resolution in the House 
to affirm U.S. support for the 
efforts of  Finland and Sweden 
to join NATO. As Finland and 
Sweden work through the process 
to join NATO, Russia is trying 
to obstruct the process through 
objections from its closest ally in 
NATO, Turkey.

Leadership on the internation-
al stage and in our trade policy 
is critical at this time in history 
and nowhere to be found under 
the Biden administration. We 
need to show robust support for 
our allies and partner with those 
who are committed to reform and 
our shared values. The American 
people expect strong leadership, 
and our allies are depending on 
us.

Leadership
in solidarity

Countering Communist China in 2022
This month, I issued a proclama-

tion declaring July 2022 as “Victims 
of  Communism Month” in Nebraska.  
This is the second year in a row 
that I’ve issued this proclamation 
as a way to highlight the atrocities 
committed by Communist govern-
ments.  There’s no clearer example 
than the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), whose regime is a human 
rights abuser to its own people.  In 
recent years, the CCP has ruthlessly 
crushed dissent in Hong Kong.  It has 
committed genocide against ethnic 
Uighurs.  And it is one of  the world’s 
worst abusers of  religious freedom. 

This proclamation also serves to 
remind Nebraskans of  the CCP’s cor-
rosive reach abroad.  As the leader 
of  the free world, America is one of  
the CCP’s biggest targets, and we 
know they are conducting large-scale 
operations to steal trade secrets, spy 
on Americans, and disrupt our way 
of  life. 

Intellectual property theft is drain-
ing away American wealth, and the 
CCP is by far the biggest culprit.  The 
U.S. government estimates that intel-
lectual property theft costs Ameri-
cans between $225 billion and $600 
billion annually.  That’s 2 to 5 times 
the amount of  all goods and services 
produced in Nebraska each year.

I’m especially alarmed by the 
CCP’s theft of  agricultural trade 
secrets.  To feed its population, China 
must import more agricultural goods 
than any other country.  President 
Xi Jinping has made it a priority to 
ramp up agricultural production in 
China.  But to achieve this goal, the 
CCP has targeted the theft of  U.S. ag 
technologies—especially genetically 
modified (GM) seeds. 

In April 2022, a Chinese national 

was sentenced to prison for conspir-
acy to commit economic espionage.  
He worked at Monsanto in Missouri 
for nearly a decade before he was 
caught trying to board a one-way 
flight to China.  

Federal authorities discovered a 
miniature SD card in his possession 
containing technology stolen from 
Monsanto.

In 2018, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection found stolen rice seeds in 
the luggage of  two Chinese nation-
als at the Honolulu airport.  At the 
time, both individuals were working 
as crop researchers in China.  They 
had taken the seeds while visiting a 
research center in Arkansas and a 
rice production facility in Kansas.

And in 2016, a Chinese scientist 
was convicted of  stealing GM seeds 
from cornfields in Iowa.  He had 
collected thousands of  seed samples 
from Monsanto and Pioneer test 
fields, shipping them to China where 
they could be used to develop similar 
hybrids. 

The CCP is trying to cheat to better 
compete with U.S. farmers.  But it 
may have more sinister designs.  The 
U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission has expressed 
concern about the CCP using Ameri-
can ag secrets to damage the U.S. 
food supply.  In May 2022, the Com-
mission warned that, “Similar to 
hacking a computer code, Beijing 
could easily hack the code or DNA of  
U.S. GM seeds and conduct biowar-
fare by creating some type of  blight 
that could destroy U.S. crops.”

In addition to sending covert 
agents to infiltrate U.S. companies, 
the CCP engages in organized cy-
bercrime.  FBI Director Christopher 
Wray has reported that the CCP’s 

state-sponsored hacking operations 
are bigger than those of  all other na-
tions combined. 

Using sophisticated malware, a 
Chinese state hacking group known 
as APT 41 was able to hack into 
the systems of  30 multinational 
manufacturers and tech companies.  
Starting in 2019, the group stole tril-
lions of  dollars’ worth of  blueprints, 
formulas, and other trade secrets.  
This included fighter jet and missile 
designs, information on pharmaceu-
tical drugs, and solar panel technolo-
gies. 

China thinks in terms of  decades 
and centuries.  Their communist 
government is playing the long game, 
gradually gaining leverage in the 
hopes of  achieving strategic superi-
ority.  

And social media has given them 
another foothold.  The CCP is ac-
tively mining data from China-based 
tech companies like TikTok.  The 
CCP’s national intelligence law 
requires TikTok to turn over any 
data it collects to the Chinese govern-
ment—including data on the roughly 
100 million Americans who use Tik-
Tok each month.

With data from TikTok, the CCP 
can access users’ fingerprints and 
facial images.  In turn, this bio-
metric data can be sold on China’s 
black market to criminals engaged 
in identity theft.  The CCP can make 
use of  this information to bypass 
security protocols to access classified 
files.  And they can study the brows-
ing habits of  TikTok users to more 
effectively spread propaganda.  It’s 
why Federal Communications Com-
missioner Brendan Carr has called 
TikTok an “unacceptable national 
security risk” and urged Apple and 

Google to remove TikTok from their 
app stores.

To maintain the security of  data 
owned by the State of  Nebraska, 
and to safe-
guard against 
the intrusive 
cyber activi-
ties of  China’s 
communist 
government, we 
blocked TikTok 
from being load-
ed onto State de-
vices in August 
2020.  I strongly 
advise com-
panies across 
Nebraska to do 
the same.  If  
you’re using 
TikTok, the 
Chinese Com-
munist Party 
can access your 
personal data.

As Governor, I’ll continue to 
watch for ways we can better protect 
Nebraska’s innovators, producers, 
and leaders to guard against China’s 
aggression.

HAVE AN
OPINION? 

Express it in a ‘let-
ter to the editor’ in 

next week’s 
newspaper.
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Whoa! By looking at the cell phone dis-
play, my immediate reaction was “that’s 
a strange looking phone number.” Nine 
numbers, not 10 like we have here in the 
USA, and prefixed by a +254, the country 
code for Kenya. So glad I picked up. It 
was Chief  Joseph from a Maasai village 
bordering Amboseli National Park nestled 
below 19,000-foot-high Mount Kilimanjaro. 
“Jane, is that you? Is Rick there?,” he said 

with a heavy English 
accent indicative 
of  former longtime 
British rule in Ke-
nya. “Thank you for 
the school supplies.” 

MISSION ACCOM-
PLISHED.

Have you ever 
been on a mission, 
like mowing the 
grass, or writing a 
book about your life 
story, or shepherd-
ing a new business 
to a positive bottom 
line, or paying off  
the mortgage, or 
raising children 
to be upstanding 
adults, or learning 
to play the piano, 
or cultivating the 

soybeans before it rains, or finishing off  a 
course of  study? 

We are all on missions in life and the 
last couple of  months, this was one of  
mine – to send at least 100 children’s 
books, pencils, pens, spiral-bound note-
books, and colored markers to Chief  
Joseph to help with educating the littlest 
of  them. Husband Rick and I, while on a 

10-day Kenyan adventure with Iowa nature 
lovers, were warmly welcomed to Chief  
Joseph’s village back in March. 

The Maasai, wearing signature red cloth 
draped around their coal black bodies, are 
cattle and goat herders. They live mostly 
outside and sleep in huts walled with cow 
manure, start fires using dried elephant 
dung as kindling, surround their village 
with piles of  dead branches from thorny 
bushes to ward off  lions and hyenas, and, 
by our standards, miraculously survive 
without running water, refrigeration, fur-
niture, or electricity. 

These joyous and loving people, especial-
ly the children, captured my heart. Most 
are trilingual speaking English, Swahili, 
and their tribal language (Kenya has 26 
different tribes), and, like all humans, 
have the tremendous capacity to learn. 
When Chief  Joseph, who had returned to 
the village after a basic education, spoke 
of  his vision for all the children to be able 
to read, write, and do arithmetic, I asked if  
he needed anything for the school. 

At my request, he hand printed a list on 
a piece of  scrap paper. Halfway around 
the world, about 8,500 miles as the crow 
flies from Elgin, one might let this go. Too 
far, too difficult, how could a few pens and 
notebooks make a dent in the need?  

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE. (Rick reminds 
me of  the TV series by that name.)

Upon returning to the USA, all our chal-
lenges here aside, this is a land of  plenty, 
and I decided this was a mission worth 
pursuing. Trite as it might sound, travel 
to a place like rural Africa raises your ap-
preciation for what we have here.   

Few missions are accomplished alone. 
And this one was a true example of  both 
‘it takes a community’ and sheer mission 

creep, a gradual widening in scope of  
a project, made real by the overwhelm-
ing generosity of  others.  Within a few 
weeks, 200 pounds of  school supplies were 
stuffed into nine boxes headed to Kenya, 
far beyond the modest list Chief  Joseph 
provided.

Donations flooded in from our Kenya 
travel group to the point where our mail 
carrier, who rang the doorbell to deliver 
yet another box too big for our mailbox, 
just had to ask. The women’s group of  
our church, Immanuel Zion (IZ) in rural 
Albion, took this on as a service project. 
Without request, many who attended a sa-
fari presentation we gave in April stuffed 
our pockets with $10s and $20s.

Friends helped count, weigh, pack, and 
fill out customs forms. Our Elgin Post 
Office expertly launched the boxes for the 
long journey. A friend from Virginia, who 
works at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, took 
delivery of  the packages and arranged 
time off  to transport the boxes to the vil-
lage. 

A Thrivent Lutheran grant of  $250 paid 
for shipping. An additional $200, changed 
into schillings, the tender there in Kenya, 
was provided in support of  the school. 
Depending on the exchange rate, one US 
dollar is equal to about 100 schillings. 

Not sure who, or even if  anyone, reads 
these columns. If  you helped in any way 
with this mission, thank you. If  you are a 
part of  any other mission, with your fam-
ily, your community, your church, your 
school, your country, thank you. After all, 
those who have a mission in life, a rea-
son for living, have potential to make the 
world a better place. 

Comments appreciated at jane.schucha-
rdt@gmail.com.

Understanding ‘Mission Talk’

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

By Barb Bode and Dianne Gunderson
Co-Librarians

With our summer reading theme “Oceans of  Possibilities” in 
mind we wrapped up our Summer Reading Program on July 30 
with a pool party followed by lunch in the park. Approximately 
22 children attended. This year’s program was a huge success 
with 25 to 30 children attending both Storytime and Activity time 
each week throughout the month of  June.  

Our Reading Challenge was also successful with 13 children 
completing their reading goals. They winners were Jael and Ryk-
er Lammers, Cayson and Taysom Bottorf, Brooke Borer, Charles 
Miller, Harper Evans, Harper and Addie Childers, Ryleigh and 
Chase Young, Taryn Schindler, and Gabe Schindler. Thank you 
to those who donated items for the summer reading program and 
pool party: Janet Koinzan/Coffee House, Bank of  Elgin, Dean’s 
Market and the Antelope County Fair Board. Also, a big thank 
you to the Library Board for donating the cookies and helping at 
the pool party.

After a couple of  months of  working on the new library addi-
tion and summer reading, we are back on track with some new 
books. Come check out the following: 22 Seconds (Women’s  Mur-
der Club 22) and Shattered (Michael Bennett) by James Patterson, 

Library News
Rising Tiger: A Thriller by Brad Thor, The Hidden One: A Novel 
of  Suspense (Kate Burkholder) by Linda Castillo, Grace Under 
Fire by Julie Garwood, Switchboard Soldiers: A Novel by Jennifer 
Chiaverini, Portrait of  an Unknown Woman by Daniel Silva, The 
One for Me (January Cove) by Rachel Hanna, Edge of  Dusk by 
Colleen Coble, The Best is Yet to Come by Debbie Macomber, Riz-
zoli & Isles: Listen to Me by Tess Gerritsen, The Edge of  Summer 
by Viola Shipman, The Boardwalk Bookshop by Susan Mallery, 
A Face to Die For (Eve Duncan) by Iris Johansen, The It Girl by 
Ruth Ware, Remember Love by Mary Balogh, Sparring Partners: 
Novellas by John Grisham, The 6:20 Man by David Baldacci. New 
large print novels arriving soon include: The Hotel Nantucket by 
Elin Hilderbrand, The Boardwalk Bookshop by Susan Mallery, 
Suspects: A Novel by Danielle Steel, The Homewreckers by Mary 
Kay Andrews, and Waiting On Love by Tracie Peterson.

Children’s books: Bad Guys Books Series 1-14 by Aaron Blabey,  
Dork Diaries 1-12 set by Renee Rachel Russell and Friendship 
According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney, Rumple Buttercup 
by Matthew Gray Gubler and Peter the Turtle Can’t Poop by Kim 
Wilch.

See LIBRARY, Page Six
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FEMA announced that federal disaster assistance has been 
made available to the state of  Nebraska to supplement state, 
tribal and local recovery efforts in the areas affected by severe 
storms and straight-line winds on May 12, 2022.

Federal funding also is available to state, tribal and eligible 
local governments and certain private nonprofit organizations 
on a cost-sharing basis for emergency work and the repair or 
replacement of  facilities damaged by the severe storms and 
straight-line winds in Antelope, Boone, Burt, Cedar, Cuming, 

Major disaster declaration approved for Nebraska; 
funds available for repair related to May 12 storms

Custer, Dixon, Garfield, Greeley, Holt, Knox, Logan, Pierce, Polk, 
Sherman, Thurston, Valley, Wayne, Wheeler, and York counties.

Federal funding is also available on a cost-sharing basis for 
hazard mitigation measures statewide.

Andrew P. Meyer has been named as the Federal Coordinating 
Officer for federal recovery operations in the affected area. 

Additional designations may be made at a later date if  request-
ed by the state and warranted by the results of  further assess-
ments.

We also want to let you know that the library will be closed 
from August 24 through August 31 for installation of  carpet in 
the main room as well as the children’s room of  the library.  If  
you are in need of  books, we ask that you plan ahead.

To keep up with everything that is happening at the library 
visit us on our website at http://libraries.ne.gov/elgin or on 
Facebook. Our regular hours are Monday 4-7 p.m., Tuesday 1-5 
p.m., Wednesday 1-7 p.m., Thursday 1-5 p.m. and Friday 9 - 12 p.m.

From Page Five
Library

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The Honorable Mark Johnson presided over the Antelope 
County district court through videoconference last Wednes-
day, July 27, sentencing two defendants and ordering a war-
rant be issued for a third who did not appear for sentencing 
as ordered.

William L. Knievel appeared in the Neligh courtroom to be 
sentenced on four counts committed March 29 near the An-
telope County Law Enforcement Center in Neligh. Johnson 
rejected both a recommendation included in a presentence 
report prepared by the Nebraska Probation Office and a 
defense request for a probation sentence. Instead, he sent the 
70-year-old Neligh man to the Antelope County Jail.

Antelope County attorney Joe Abler told Johnson, “This 
was a peculiar case.” He cited a probable-cause affidavit 
filed by Antelope County Sheriff  Robert Moore at the time 
of  Knievel’s arrest. According to the affidavit a Nebraska 
State Patrol officer, a county deputy and a Neligh city police 
officer had responded to a call from a female at Knievel’s 
residence. Knievel had attempted to prevent officers from 
leaving his property with the female, then followed them to 
the LEC on foot. The sheriff  indicated a Neligh police officer 
sustained a minor injury. 

“He chest bumped the sheriff, challenging the sheriff  to 
fight,” Abler said, and was belligerent with officers inside 
the jail. Abler said Count I was reduced in a plea agreement, 
at the request of  law enforcement, who did not want the 
Neligh man to have his first felony conviction at 70 years of  
age. 

Knievel’s attorney, Antelope County public defender Pat 
Carney, asked for probation, saying the PSI recommended it 
and telling the judge his client was “very concerned about 
going to jail. He did five days (when arrested) and it was an 
eye-opener for him.”

When asked if  he wanted to say anything prior to sentenc-
ing, Knievel said, “I want to apologize to Sheriff  Bob Moore 
and the officers for my conduct. I won’t let it happen again. I 
don’t drink anymore.”

“You are not a bad man,” the judge told Knievel before 
passing sentence. “But you did some bad things. Officers 
were confronted, pushed, shoved and hit by you. Officers (do) 
their job to protect the community, then someone like you 
comes up and thinks they know better.”

He then sentenced Knievel to 30 days in jail each on Count 

Neligh man sentenced to 
county jail in ‘peculiar case’

See COURT, Page Seven

Court News
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I’m sure that those attending 
Marilyn’s celebration made 
her day very special.  

Wheeler Central staff, stu-
dents, their families and the 
community are invited to a 
“Back 2 School Bash,” being 
held August 16 at Wheeler Cen-
tral.  The event begins at 4:30-
5:30 p.m.  with an open house.  
A supper for those attending 
will be held from 5:30- 7:00 p.m.  

My son Ben and I attended 
the Burwell Fair and Rodeo 
Thursday and Saturday eve-
nings.  The rodeo was excel-
lent as usual.  We also enjoyed 
riding the trolley, meeting new 
people and enjoying the com-
pany of  Burwell community 
friends.  

Our thoughts  and prayers 
are lifted up for the family of  
Sharon Porter of  Burwell. Sha-
ron died July 26th at the age of  
77. She will be dearly missed.

From Page Three
News

I, third-degree assault, and 
Count II, obstructing a peace 
officer, both Class 1 misde-
meanors, and seven days each 
for Count III, obstructing 
government operations, also 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, and 
Count IV, disturbing the peace, 
a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

The sentences were ordered 
to be served concurrently, or 
at the same time, and he was 
taxed $148 costs. Knievel was 
given credit for five days previ-
ously served. 

Knievel was remanded to 
Moore’s custody to begin serv-
ing the sentence.

Andrew F. Sternberg, 32, of  
Bloomfield will also see some 
jail time, in addition to five 
years of  probation. He ap-
peared alongside Carney for 
sentencing on a Class 2A felony, 
unauthorized use of  a financial 
transaction device, more than 
$5,000. 

Carney asked Johnson to 
consider going along with a PSI 
recommendation for proba-
tion, saying Sternberg’s young 
son had recently been released 
from the hospital with “pretty 
serious medical issues.” 

He said his client had an 
“inappropriate response to 
financial stresses,” had always 
been gainfully employed and 
had “generally contributed to 
society.” He said Sternberg had 
agreed to pay restitution as 
part of  a plea agreement.

Abler told the judge, “An 
older gentleman was taken 
advantage of.”  He said the 
man had left a blank check to 
pay for feed delivered by the 
defendant, an employee of  the 
feed company, who then took 
information from the check to 
make pickup payments. How-
ever, Abler advised the judge 
that Sternberg had been “open 
and honest” with law enforce-
ment, before he recommended 
probation.

“You have a relatively minor 
criminal history which oper-
ates in your favor,” the judge 
told Sternberg. “The court will 
take into account that you were 
cooperative with law enforce-
ment.” 

He noted the crime was com-
mitted prior to the birth of  the 
defendant’s son.

Johnson sentenced Sternberg 
to a 60-month term of  proba-
tion for the crime committed 
between Feb. 23 and June 29, 
2021, including fees totaling 
$870; restitution in the amount 
of  $11,132.56, in 60 monthly 
payments of  a minimum $186; 
and 90 days in the county jail 
with credit for five days previ-
ously served. 

The 85 days are to be served 
in two-day stints each weekend 
for 20 weeks, beginning Aug. 5, 
with the remaining time to be 

From Page Six
Court

served before the end of  proba-
tion if  not waived. Sternberg 
was also ordered to write an 
apology letter to the victim 
within 30 days. He was taxed 
$147 costs.

Carney asked for clarifica-
tion on the beginning week-
end in jail and asked if  it was 
waiverable. “All are waiver-
able,” Johnson said.

Tori A. Wooters, 26, of  
Neligh, who has a history 
of  not showing up for court, 
failed to appear for sentencing 
on counts of  possession of  a 
controlled substance, a Class 4 

felony, and criminal attempt of  
tampering with physical evi-
dence, a Class 1 misdemeanor, 
committed Jan. 19. 

“To tell the truth,” Abler 
said. “I anticipated her not 
showing up because she failed 
to appear in county court a 
couple of  weeks ago.”

Johnson revoked Wooter’s 
personal recognizance bond 
and ordered a bench warrant 
be issued for her arrest, setting 
a new bond of  $100,000, 10% 
cash.Wooters is represented by 
Carney.

Andrew J. Stephenson, 20, 

of  Richland, Washington, ap-
peared alongside his attorney, 
Frankie Hass of  Omaha, for 
pretrial hearing on a Class 4 
felony, possession of  a con-
trolled substance (methamphet-
amine), and two infractions, 
possession of  marijuana and 
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia. 

A plea bargain was an-
nounced. Abler filed an amend-
ed complaint, reducing Count I 
to criminal attempt possession 
of  meth, a Class 1 misdemean-
or. Stephenson pleaded guilty 
to the three counts commit-
ted Dec. 23, 2021, following an 
accident east of  Oakdale on 
Highway 275. 

According to Abler, Stephen-
son was a passenger in a car 
involved in the accident and 
witnesses reported seeing him 
place items believed to be drugs 
into a backpack as he left the 
scene. One item later field-test-
ed positive for meth. The pros-
ecutor asked the judge to order 
a PSI report. Johnson ordered 
the PSI and set sentencing for 
Sept. 14. Bond, in the amount 
of  $10,000, 10%, posted Jan. 7, is 
continued.

Kala Pelster of Elgin (l) joins 23 other riders on the trail ride last Sat-
urday. E-R photo/JSchuchardt

Rick Schuchardt represents Elgin on the Antelope County Historical 
Society Board of Directors. E-R photo/JSchuchardt

Saturday trail ride
attracts 24 riders

Take a perfect summer Saturday, add 24 horses and riders from 
as far away as Bassett, and reign in a galloping success for the 
second annual Antelope County Trail Ride. Sponsored by the An-
telope County Museum, Neligh, in cooperation with the Antelope 
County Fair Board, the 16-miler last week launched outside of  
Oakdale, meandered through the town, Oakdale Cemetery, wav-
ing fields of  alfalfa, and minimum maintenance sandhills roads. 
Elgin rider Kala Pelster, who met up with her friend Donelle 
Weed, Oakdale, for the ride, called the experience relaxing, sum-
mer fun. 

Rick Schuchardt, Elgin representative to the Antelope County 
Historical Society and Museum, organized the ride together with 
Dewey Teel, Neligh, and Donna Hanson, Oakdale, and others. 
Historical presentations along stops were about the town of  Oak-
dale, the Oakdale Cemetery, and Native American inhabitants 
along the Cedar Creek. 

All participants received free admission during fair week at 
the Antelope County Museum, 410 L Street, Neligh, which also 
includes a historic church, school, and log house. 
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— read the 
Public Notices.

NOTICE
Estate of RUTH ANN 

RODGERS, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that 

on July 11, 2022, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR22-22, 
JoAnn Marie Olson, whose mail-

Notice — Estate of Ruth Ann Rodgers
ing address is 208 E. 7th Street, 
Neligh, NE 68756, and Mary Re-
becca Finkral, whose mailing ad-
dress is 52147 843 Road, Elgin, 
NE 68636, have been appointed 
as co-personal representatives 
of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 

this Court on or before Septem-
ber 20, 2022 or be forever barred.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821 
Attorney for Applicants
PUBLISH: July 20, 27 & August 
3, 2022
ZNEZ

Public Notices
Notice of Organization — Matt Booth Farms, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Meis & Sons Trucking LLC has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. The 
designated office of the Com-
pany is 83576 522 AVE, ELGIN, 
NE 68636. The registered agent 
of the Company is Benjamin J. 
Meis, 83576 522 AVE, ELGIN, 

NE 68636. The general nature of 
the business will be to engage in 
the transaction of any or all law-
ful business, for which a limited 
liability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska. The Company com-

menced its existence on June 15 
2022, and its duration shall be 
perpetual. Organizer Name: Le-
galZoom.com, Inc..
PUBLISH: July 27, August 3 & 
10, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Meis & Sons Trucking LLC

Notice — Estate of Randolph B. Harris
NOTICE

Estate of RANDOLPH B. 
HARRIS, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that the 
Personal Representative has 
filed a report of her administra-
tion and a formal closing petition 
for complete settlement after 
informal probate of Will of said 
deceased, for determination of 
heirship, and for determination 

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Matt Booth Farms, L.L.C. (the 
“Company”) has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska. The address of the 
designated office is 84649 524 
Avenue, Neligh, NE 68756. The 
name and address of the Com-
pany’s registered agent for ser-
vice of process is Martin V. Klein, 
101 W. 4th Street, P.O. Box 166, 
Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Notice of Meeting — School District #45
The general nature of the 

business to be transacted is 
to engage in any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited li-
ability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This Company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on July 27, 2022 and its 
existence shall be perpetual. The 

affairs of the Company are to be 
managed by one or more manag-
ers.

Matt Booth Farms, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Doerr & Klein, P.C. 101 W. 4th 
Street

P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: August 3, 10 & 17, 
2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF REGULAR
MEETING OF WHEELER

CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOL
BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEETING DISTRICT 
#45-WHEELER COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OF THE WHEELER CEN-
TRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 

All fines in addition to 
$49 court costs. *Denotes 

an amendment of  original 
charge(s).

Monique E. Allemang, 
Clearwater, NE 5/3/22 
dog running at large/no 
dog license, fined $50 - 
Wright.

Servando Herrara-
Hernandez, Berwyn, IL 
5/27/22 speeding 60/35 
mph, fined $200 - Ternus.

Kegan McAllister, 
Tilden, NE 3/17/22 fail 
to use seatbelt/disobey 
traffic control device, 
fined $50 - Johnson.

Wesley J. Eisenmann 
(Northeast NE Heating 
& Air Conditioning), 
Plainview, NE 
5/26/22 trailer brake 
requirement-safety 
chain/CMV brake 
general, fined $75 - 
Detlefsen.

Ryan J. Myer, Tilden, 
NE nullification of  
9/2/2004 conviction of  
assault-3rd degree.

Ronald L. Wright, 
Chambers, NE 6/2/22 
speeding 65/5 mph, fined 
$25 - Viterna.

Makenna L. Taake, 
Norfolk, NE 6/25/22 
minor in possession, 
fined $300 - Lawson and 
Keetle.

Larry F. Korth, Creston, 
NE 5/18/22 speeding 
75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Goode.

Cameron J. Classen, 
Orchard, NE 5/21/22 dog 
running at large, fined 
$25 - Lawson and Moore.

Nickolas A. Schaffer, 
Denver, CO 5/28/22 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined 
$75 - Collins.

Alex J. Reed, Salem,  
SD 6/1/22 speeding 
76/65 mph/possess open 
alcohol container, fined 
$125 - Miller.

Trinity J. Mosel, 
O’Neill, NE 3/27/22 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined 
$75 - Walter.

Jon D. Arens (Jon 
Arens Construction), 
Hartington, NE 7/8/22 
CMV-brake general, fined 
$50 - Asche.

Emily L. Borer, Elgin, 
NE 7/6/22 speeding 45/35 
mph, fined $25 - Melden.

Asbestos 
Notification — Pope 
John/St. Boniface 

Schools

BE HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA. ON:
 MONDAY, AUGUST 8TH, 2022  

TIME: 7:00 P.M.   
WHICH MEETING WILL BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERIN-

TENDENT, WHEELER CEN-
TRAL SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, 
NEBRASKA.

DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF
EDUCATION WHEELER

CENTRAL SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: August 3, 2022
ZNEZ

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF
ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT

PLAN AVAILABILITY
Elgin St. Boniface Elementary
Elgin Pope John High School

Federal regulations require all 
schools to inventory asbestos 
containing materials and develop 
management plans to identify 
and control asbestos containing 
materials in their buildings.

The presence of asbestos in a 
building does not mean that the 
health of building occupants is 
necessarily endangered. As long 
as asbestos containing material 
remains in good condition and 
is not disturbed, exposure is un-
likely.

The plan is available for review 
inthe school administrative office 
during normal business hours.

At least once each six months, 
periodic surveillance is being 
conducted on all asbestos con-
taining material and suspect ma-
terial assumed to contain asbes-
tos.

A re-inspection is being con-
ducted every three years in all 
schools that have asbestos 
containing material. From time 
to time, operations and main-
tenance activities may be con-
ducted to maintain all material in 
good condition.

For more information please 
contact: Charles Schlomer, Envi-
ronmental Services, Inc., 214 W. 
Norfolk Ave., Norfolk, NE, 68701. 
Cell 402-841-7147.
PUBLISH: August 3, 2022
ZNEZ

Court News 
of inheritance tax, which have 
been set for hearing in the Ante-
lope County Court, Neligh, Ne-
braska, on August 17, 2022 at 
9:00 a.m.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220
Attorney for Petitioner
PUBLISH: July 27, August 3 & 
10, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 19-1102 of the Nebraska State Statutes, 

the following employee job titles and their current salaries, as of 
August 1, 2022, corresponding to such titles, are hereby published 
as follows:
Mayor…………………....………………………………..$150.00/month
Council Members…….……….…………………………..$75.00/month
Mayor & Council……………..……………….$45.00 Special Meetings          
City Clerk/Treasurer….……….………………………………..$17.34/hr
City Superintendent……………….……………………………$20.30/hr
Assistant Maintenance…………….…………………………..$18.00/hr
Co-Librarian………………………………………………$615.00/month
Swimming Pool Manager…………..……………..Starting at $14.75/hr
Asst. Pool Manager…………… ….. ………………………….$11.50/hr
Lifeguards………………………………………….Starting @ $10.00/hr
Seasonal Employees………………………………..Starting @10.00/hr
City of Elgin           /s/ Kristin L. Childers City Clerk
PUBLISH: August 3, 2022             ZNEZ

Wages — City of Elgin

How much an animal eats can be simplified down to a handful 
of  basic factors.  Some, like frame size or maturity (does the ani-
mal still need to grow or has it reached its full potential size), we 
can only manipulate slowly over time through genetic selection.  
Others like demands from maintenance energy, lactation, and 
pregnancy can be a quicker reacting lever to utilize.  This time 
of  year, producers with limited forage resources may consider 
leaning on the lactation lever a bit by weaning calves from their 
spring calving herd early.

Typically, spring calving herds won’t wean until later this fall, 
but doing so earlier rather than later has the potential for some 
positive outcomes when grazing is tight, if  managed correctly. 
Research suggests that spring born calves on pasture begin con-

suming significant amounts of  forage at 45 
days of  age, showing that rumen function 
has begun.  Weaning beef  calves as early 
as 45 days of  age is early enough to encour-
age the cows to cycle and rebreed. Weaning 
calves this early is used as a “last resort” 
management strategy when cows are thin 
prior to the start of  the breeding season. 
Weaning at 3 to 5 months of  age is too late 
to cause early cycling; therefore, it doesn’t 
contribute to the improvement of  repro-
duction but may be a viable alternative if  
forages are scarce in the latter part of  the 
grazing season.

Early weaning the calf  significantly re-
duces the nutrient demands placed on the 
cow and more closely matches her require-
ments to nutrients supplied under drought 
or poor range conditions. Spring calving 
cows need to be in adequate body condi-
tion (BCS 5) prior to calving. Removing the 
calf  early helps to improve body condi-
tion which has the potential to carry-over 

through the winter causing increase body condition at calving 
that is also evident during the next breeding season.

Early weaning of  calves from 2-year-old, first-calf-females re-
duces the stress of  nursing and raising a calf. As a result, these 
females will be in better body condition at calving that should 
result in cows that cycle and breed back earlier in the breeding 
season. For heifers bred for higher milk production, early wean-
ing takes on greater importance. The greater the milk output, 
the greater the nutrient demands, the more difficult it is to keep 
young females in adequate body condition on a limited forage 
base.

Ultimately, early weaning, due to decreased nutrient demands 
from the cow, can stretch forage resources.  By removing graz-
ing pressure from the calf  and reducing that from the cow, less 
forage is consumed and pastures can be grazed for longer peri-
ods without overgrazing occurring.  When paired with proper 
supplemental feeding, cow condition and pasture health can be 
maintained under even the driest conditions.

To early wean successfully, managing calf  stress is critical.  

IT’S ALL
ABOUT BEEF

Beef Systems 
Asst. Ext. Educator 

Ben Beckman

Tips on early weaning
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Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, August 8: Hot beef  sandwich, mashed potato, 

carrots, pears, milk.
Tuesday, August 9: Taco casserole (lettuce, tomato, onion), 

pineapple, milk.
Wednesday, August 10: Stuffed green pepper, corn, peaches, 

milk.
Thursday, August 11: Chicken corden bleu, cheesy rice, 

green bean, fruit cocktail, milk.
Friday, August 12: Polish sausage with sauerkraut, baked 

beans, oven potato, mandarin oranges, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 

the Community Center and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 

and older. Under 60 is $8.50.  
Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday thru Friday.
Takeout or curb side starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal for that 

day.
For a great meal, come to the community center! 

Community Center Menus

The U.S. Department of  
Agriculture (USDA) today 
announced it will indefinitely 
extend the deadline for pro-
ducers to return the pre-filled 
applications for Phase One of  
the Emergency Relief  Program 
(ERP). A new deadline will be 
announced after the last Phase 
One applications are mailed 
and provide at least 30 days fol-
lowing the mailing.  

Continuing to build on the 
initial mailing of  pre-filled 
applications in May, the De-
partment will continue using 
existing information in USDA 
and crop insurance files to 
send additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week for 
potentially eligible Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) participants. Once 
applications from eligible NAP 
producers are returned, these 
producers are expected to re-
ceive about $105 million in ERP 
payments for eligible losses 
from 2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is now mailing pre-filled 
applications to NAP produc-
ers through ERP to offset crop 
yield and value losses. To re-
ceive a relief  payment, produc-
ers should complete and return 
the applications by announced 
deadlines.  

Producers are expected to 
receive assistance direct depos-
ited into their bank account 
within three business days 
after they sign and return the 
prefilled application to the FSA 
county office and the county 
office enters the application 
into the system. 

While most crop insurance 
customers who may be eligible 
for ERP Phase One received 
the pre-filled applications 
in May, there are some who 
should expect to receive a form 
in August including: 

• Producers who had an eli-
gible loss in 2020 that had been 
recorded in the crop insurance 
records as a 2019 loss (e.g., pre-
vented planting claims); and 

• Producers with policies 
that required additional 
information before being able 
to calculate an indemnity for 
2021 losses (producers with 
2020 losses would have already 
received that application). Poli-
cies that required additional 
information include Supple-
mental Coverage Option (SCO), 
Enhanced Coverage Option 
(ECO), Stacked Income Protec-
tion Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area Risk 
Protection Insurance (ARPI). 

“Catastrophic natural 
disaster events in 2020 and 
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastructure 
from coast to coast, making it 
critically important to pro-
vide assistance quickly and 
reduce the paperwork burden 
on these farmers and ranch-
ers recovering from disaster,” 
said FSA Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux. “I was in North 
Dakota a few weeks ago and 
received feedback on how well 
the streamlined livestock and 
crop disaster programs are 
working for our producers and 
front-line employees. 

Like any new process, there 
are some kinks to work out, 
but we are addressing them 
and will use the streamlined 
process to keep the ‘red tape’ to 
a minimum.” 

USDA estimates that Phase 
One ERP benefits will reach 
more than 5,200 producers with 
NAP coverage.

ERP deadline
extended and
more disaster
forms mailed

More Producers
 to Soon Receive 
Applications for 

Over $105 Million
in Additional 

Emergency Relief

Two stage weaning practices 
like fence-line weaning can 
be one way to reduce stress 
by easing the calf  into the 
transition away from the cow 
by maintaining social and 
visual contact while prevent-
ing nursing. Before weaning, 
make sure that calves are 
ready for the new feed they 
will be consuming.  Introduce 
feeds 3-4 weeks prior to wean-
ing that are palatable with 

adequate levels of  protein and 
energy to meet your desired 
performance goals. 

Having a familiar feed avail-
able at weaning limits the 
time calves may be off  feed 
and further reduces stress on 
the calf. 

In certain areas, strategic 
mineral supplementation 
when the calves are with their 
dams prior to weaning may 
be beneficial for getting good 
immune response. Minerals 
such as copper, zinc, cobalt, 
and manganese are important 
to immune system function. 
A lack of  these minerals in 
feed sources or high levels of  
other minerals, such as sulfur 
which can inhibit absorption 
of  minerals, can impact im-
mune response.

Early weaning to deal with 

forage limitations, is a viable 
strategies if  planed for and 
managed correctly.   Success 
hinges on minimizing stress 
by taking steps like introduc-
ing feeds early and using a 
two-step approach like fence 
line weaning.  

By reducing the pressure 
from lactation and calf  graz-
ing on pastures, animal condi-
tion may be easier to main-
tain and grazing resources 
stretched. 

-Ben Beckman is a beef  sys-
tems Extension Educator serv-

ing the counties of  Antelope, 
Cedar, Knox, Madison and 

Pierce.  He is based out of  the 
Cedar County Extension office 
in Hartington.  You can reach 

him by phone: (402) 254-6821 or 
email: ben.beckman@unl.edu

From Page Eight
Weaning

The Elgin PeeWee1 baseball team posted a 13-0 season record, winning the league tournament. Mem-
bers of the team were (front row, l-r): Coach Adam Viek, Sheamus McClain, Charlie Miller, Harrison 
Lodge, Carter Selting, Liam Pelster and Coach Matt Pelster. Back row: Coach Steve Bottorf, Cecil Shav-
lik, James Lodge, Cael Bottorf, Braxtyn Eisenhauer, Garrett Busteed, Harman Borer, Sawyer Viek and 
Coach Steve Busteed. File photo

Undefeated champions

Stay Informed!
Read the Public Notices!

Jacquelyn Mae Dwyer, 89 
of  Elgin, NE, died Tuesday, 
August 2, 2022 at Boone County 
Health Center in Albion, NE.

Visitation will be 3-5 p.m. Fri-
day at Levander Funeral Home 
in Elgin. 

A Private Family Inurnment 
will take place at St. Boniface 
Cemetery in Elgin.

Memorials suggest to Elgin 
Public Library.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin is in charge of  the ar-
rangements.

A complete obituary will ap-
pear in next week’s issue.

Death Notice
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Where has all the summer 
gone?

In just eight days school 
begins and that means the 
end of  summer for just about 
everyone 18 years of  age and 
under.

In just a couple of  weeks, 
volleyballs will be spiked 
across the net against foes from 
neighboring towns, footballs 
will be toted across goal lines 
much to the dismay of  oppo-

nents. 
And, 

this year, 
for the 
first time 
ever, the 
Wolfpack 
will have 
a cross 
country 
team. 
Yes, EPPJ 
will have 
a cross 
country 
team. 
Several 
months 
ago, Pope 
John told 
Elgin 
Public 
School 

officials they would not be 
participating in cross country. 
However, since then, PJCC 
school officials changed their 
minds. So, come this fall the 
Wolfpack will be running up 
and down and around golf  
courses. I’m not opposed 
to golf  courses. Absolutely 
not! Neither are my good 
friends (male and female) who 
appreciate short grass, tree-
lined fairways, water hazards 
and sand bunkers.

Speaking of  golf, one of  
these days, real soon, my good 
friend Dave Hoefer is going 
to test his skills against NU 
legend Ricky Simmons and 
another Husker at Mahoney 
Golf  Course in Lincoln. And 
I’m going to be there to watch 
and report, hole by hole. Dave 
doesn’t know this yet so don’t 
tell him (I’m not sure he reads 
my column)!

As for Huskers, Simmons 
and his buddy, a guy named 
Rozier, wants to go 18 with my 
friend Tim and I before the 
weather turns cold. I don’t 
know what more I can teach 
them but I’m gonna try.

*****
Driving home from Clear 

Lake, Iowa last week my wife 
found this thing on her phone 
about rock’n roll bands who 
have yet to be inducted into the 
Rock’n Roll.

I have no answer for 
Foreigner not being in the 
hall. The same can be said for 
Three Dog Night. The only 
answer I can come up with is 
bias. Someone on the selection 
committee is using a personal 
grudge to not put these bands 
in the hall. Compared to some 
bands going in, these two more 
than hold their own.

Speaking of  Three Dog 
Night, their album “Harmony” 
was the first album I 
purchased. I think it came 
out in 1972. I threw it on the 
turntable a couple of  nights 
ago and it still sounded good. 
Songs like “Old-Fashioned 
Love Song,” “One” and 
“Family of  Man” are as good as 
anything being released today. 

*****
One more music-related 

note. Paramount Plus is now 
featuring a show on the making 
of  the song “American Pie” by 
Don McLean. The story which 
I shared last week about the 
Surf  Ballroom and ‘The Day 
the Music Died’ is expanded 
upon by McLean.

The song is one of  the 
greatest songs of  the 20th 
century (that’s not just me 
saying, music critic agree). 
What’s great about this show 
is how it goes into detail about 
how the song was written 
and recorded as well as the 
meaning of  the lyrics.

Summer is
fading fast

Conditioning drills began this week for the Wolfpack fall 
sports teams.

Starting Monday morning, student-athletes competing in 
football, volleyball and cross country began drills to start to 
prepare them for competition which will begin, for some, in 
just over three weeks.

The Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) 
recently announced classifications for volleyball and cross 
country.

The Wolfpack volleyball team, coached by Liz Selting and 
assistants Sandi Henn and Kim Zwingman, will compete in 
Class D1. They are listed as the seventh largest school in D1.

The Wolfpack’s newest sport, boys and girls cross country, 
will compete in Class D. They are among 120 schools fielding 
teams. Coached by Tiffany Moser, the Wolfpack are in the 
same class as NVC foes Chambers/Wheeler Central, Stuart, 
Santee, Neligh-Oakdale, Niobrara/Verdigre, Summerland 
and Elkhorn Valley.

The NSAA previously announced the Wolfpack football 
team will compete in the D2-4 District. Other teams in the 
district are Ainsworth, Boyd County, Chambers/Wheeler 
Central, Niobrara/Verdigre and O’Neill St. Mary’s. Begin-
ning his second season as head coach will be Greg Wemhoff.

EPPJ fall sports teams
begin conditioning drills

First-year cross country team
among 120 in Class D
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