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The high temperature last 
week was 93 degrees recorded 
on July 27. 

The low during the same 
period was 62 degrees on July 
29. Altogether, 2.41 of  an inch
of  precipitation was recorded
last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L Prec.
July 24 88 66 0.04
July 25 88 72 
July 26 92 70 
July 27 93 69 
July 28 91 65 0.23 
July 29 81 62 
July 30 81 66 2.14 
Total for Last Week…....... 2.41
Total for July ................. .. 7.96
Total for 2023 ................... 20.48

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper include:
Notice of  Budget Hearing 

— District #45 Board of  
Education

Notice — Estate of  Rodney 
Roland 

Notice — Oakdale 
Community Betterment Club

Notice of  Meeting — Dis-
trict #45 Board of  Education

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

City approves financial support for Elgin Chamber

ECC Church to
hold brunch on
August 13

Members of the Elgin Com-
munity Christian Church 
have announced plans to 
hold a brunch.

The brunch, to be held in 
the church fellowship hall, 
110 North Fourth Street, will 
be held on Sunday, August 
13. Serving will be from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. The menu will
consist of biscuits & gravy,
egg bake casserole and a
variety of pies and other des-
serts.

Free will donations will be 
accepted. All proceeds will 
go towards a new roof for the 
church. Mark the date on the 
calendar and plan to attend!

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
will be coming to Elgin later 
this month. 

The bloodmobile will be 
here Tuesday, August 15, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It will 
again be held at the K.C. 
Hall.

Walk-ins are always wel-
come. For an appointment, 
contact Kyle Jensen at (402) 
910-0681.

Date set for
August Red Cross
Bloodmobile
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End-Of-Summer

STEAK FRY
Aug. 11

TICKETS 
NOW ON 

SALE
See Page 2

A long list of ‘action’ items 
will be before the District 
#18 Board of Education 
when they meet in regular 
session next week.

The school board will hold 
their regular monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, August 8, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

With just over a week be-
fore students begin classes 
on the new school year, the 
board is expected to take ac-
tion on 14 items during the 
meeting. They include:

• Approve on second
reading Policy 502.02 Non-
resident Students/Option 
Enrollment; Policy 502.02 
R1 Standards for Accep-
tance or Rejection of Option 
Students; Option Enroll-
ment Resolution 502.02 - 
2023.

• Approve the second read-
ing of Policy 504.11 Weap-
ons; Policy 506.02 Student 
Organizations; Policy 508.19 
Behavioral Points of Con-
tact; Policy 605.07 Part-Time 
Enrollment; Policy 801.01 R1 
Foster Care Transportation 
Plan.

• Discuss, consider, and
take all necessary action to 
adopt a resolution increas-
ing the school district’s 

base growth percentage used 
to determine the school dis-
trict’s property tax request 
authority by up to seven per-
cent (7%). See separate story.

• Approve pole vault and
cement project and bid.

• Approve record board
purchase

• Approve carpet replace-
ment in two classrooms

• Approve HVAC work
in the kitchen/gym lobby/
lunchroom

• Approve Hudl cameras
• Approve the trade-in of

the old bus towards new bus
• Approve the transporta-

tion contract with Park Cen-
ter Daycare. Prior to taking 
action, the board will hear 
from Bruce Clark, owner of 
the daycare.

• Approve transfer of funds
from the General Fund to 
the Activities and Nutrition 
Funds.

• Approve the purchase of
laptops

The board will discuss 
setting the date for the next 
regular meeting as well 
as the date for the annual 
budget hearing and special 
hearing to set the final tax 
request. The meeting is open 
to the public.

District #18 School Board
to meet Tuesday night

The Elgin Veteran’s Club 
annual steak fry will be held 
Monday, August 7 at the 
Elgin KC Hall.

This is for all Legion & 
VFW members and Auxil-
iary members and spouses. 

According to Legion Com-
mander Gary Hoefer, social 
hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with the meal to follow at 7 
p.m.

Veteran’s Steak
Fry to be held
Monday night

There’s always more to the 
story than meets the eye.

Upon first glance at the 
agenda for next week’s District 
#18 Board of  Education 
meeting, an item under the 
‘action’ agenda involves rai-
sing the school district’s tax 
asking authority by up to 
seven percent. According to 
Superintendent Mike Brock-
haus, the agenda item needs an 
explanation.

“As you may know, Nebraska 
recently enacted LB 243, part 
of  which included the new 
School District 
Property Tax 
Limitation Act 
(the “Act”).  The 
Act created a 
new default 
rule capping the 
magnitude of  a 
school district’s 
property 
tax request 
authority.  
This limit is 
in addition to 
other preexisting limits on 
school district’s levy authority 
and budget growth.  Those 
other limits remain in place 
and have not changed.

“The limit of  a Nebraska 
school district’s property 
tax request authority is now 
based on (1) the previous 
year’s property tax request, 
(2) the previous year’s non-
property-tax revenue, and (3)
the estimated non-property-tax
revenue for the current year.
The amount that the sum of
this year’s property tax request
authority and non-property-
tax revenue can grow (in
comparison to the sum of  the
previous year’s property tax
request and the non-property-
tax revenue) is set at a specific
amount under the Act.  This
amount of  growth is called the
base growth percentage.

“The Act also empowers 
the school district to exceed 
the new default property tax 
request authority.  One of  the 
methods to do so empowers 
the Board of  Education (upon 
affirmative vote of  70% of  all 
board members) to increase the 
base growth percentage that is 
used to determine the school 
district’s property tax request 
authority.  

“The Board of  Education 
for Elgin Public Schools plans 
to consider whether it will 
increase the base growth 
percentage used to determine 
its property tax request 

Brockhaus offers explanation on planned 
board vote to hike tax asking authority

authority at its upcoming 
August 8, 2023 meeting.  It is 
important to recognize that 
such an increase would be 
for the purposes of  providing 
the Board flexibility in the 
amount of  property tax request 
authority.  But this does not 
necessarily mean that the 
property tax request that 
the Board actually approves 
later this fall–as part of  the 
budget-setting and approval 
process–will correspond to 
this increased amount.  That 
is because a school district’s 
actual property tax request 
does not necessarily need to 
be the same as its property tax 
request authority; and, in fact, 
it can be less.

“This new limit created by 
the Act does not depend in any 
way on the levy limit, land 
valuations throughout the 
district, or anticipated revenue 
that will result from property 
taxes.  Once the actual budget 

is prepared and considered, 
it may be that the actual levy 
rate remains the same or is 
even reduced.  The Board’s 
anticipated vote on whether 
to increase the base growth 
percentage will not necessarily 
represent an increase in the 
property taxes that are paid, 
but simply provides the Board 
flexibility in determining the 
amounts that it can request at a 
later date.

“The school district takes 
seriously its responsibility 
to be a good steward of  
taxpayer funds.  The Board of  
Education will act consistent 
with this responsibility as 
it prepares, considers, and 
approves its budget for the 
2023-2024 school year, all in 
light of  the meaningful input 
that members of  the public 
will have the opportunity to 
provide.” The board meeting 
will be held Tuesday night, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.Mike

Brockhaus

By Dennis & Lynell Morgan
Co-Publishers

RAEVILLE — Sunday was a day of celebration and giving 
thanks to the Lord for the men, women and children who filled 
St. Bonaventure Catholic Church.

Mission Benedictine Sisters, from locations around the world, 
dotted the pews in their white and black garb – a few added 
blue sashes. They were joined by Archbishop George Lucas and 
numerous priests from the Omaha Diocese for the 100th Jubilee 
Celebration of the Missionary Benedictine Sisters coming to 
Raeville, Nebraska.

With a seating capacity of 650 persons, there was nary an open 
spot to be found for the 10:30 a.m. service which was followed 
by a dinner and short program at the fellowship hall. Persons 
arriving 30 minutes early for the mass had to walk a spell as the 
parking lot outside the church had filled up by that time and 
open space was hard to find.

At the conclusion of Communion, approximately ten sisters 
gathered at the front of the church to lead the remaining sisters 
and those in attendance in the Raeville Ave Maria. While the 
source of this version of the Ave Maria is unknown, some be-
lieve it was composed by the first Superior, Sr. Diemud Gerber, 
OSB, while living in Raeville.
History

The first four Missionary Benedictine Sisters arrived in 
Raeville on July 31, 1923. Their commission was to teach the 
children. 

It wasn’t long after, 1924 to be exact, that the second founda-
tion of sisters was made in Lynch. The sisters served there at 
Sacred Heart Hospital.

100th Jubilee celebration held for Benedictine Sisters
Archbishop George Lucas joined by sisters from around the world for Sunday Mass at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church

B Sandy Schroth
Court Reporter

A Clearwater man was 
sentenced to 12-20 years in 
prison last week.

Michael J. Mueller, 26, 
of Clearwater received a 
double sentence of not less 
than six nor more than 10 
years in a facility under the 
jurisdiction of the Nebraska 
Department of Corrections 
when he faced the Honorable 
James Kube on July 26, in 
the Antelope County district 
courtroom in Neligh.

Mueller pleaded guilty 
in May to charges of first-
degree sexual assault in 
two separate cases involv-
ing separate minor victims, 
a 14-year-old girl on Dec. 
26, 2022, and a 15-year-old 
girl on three occasions last 
year. The crimes are Class 2 
felonies.

The judge accepted letters 
of support submitted by the 

Clearwater man sentenced
to 12-20 years in state prison

defense as addendums to 
the presentence investiga-
tion report, reviewing them 
before addressing Mueller.

“Obviously these are two 
troubling cases, both involv-
ing sexual assault of minors. 
being able to buy alcohol for 
these girls in exchange for 
sexual favors and at least 
one was not consensual,” 
Kube said.

Appearing with his attor-
neys, Martin Klein of Neligh 
and Brad Ewalt of Norfolk, 
Mueller disagreed. 

“I never forced her,” he 
said.

Kube asked, “Do you 
understand, in our society 
girls of that age are not able 
to make consent?”

The defense lawyers said 
Mueller suffered from fetal 
alcohol syndrome and a de-
velopmental disability.

See SISTERS, Page Two

See MUELLER, Page Six

The “Raeville Ave Maria” was performed at Sunday’s celebratory Mass. Ten sisters stepped to the 
front and led their fellow sisters and those in attendance in the song. The lyrics are believed to be 
written by Raeville’s first prioress, Sr. Diemud Gerber, while living in Raeville. E-R photo/LMorgan
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In 1926, the fledgling com-
munity of Raeville was rec-
ognized as an independent 
priory. Mother Diemud Ger-
ber, OSB served as the first 
prioress. Nurtured by their 
trust in God and by the sup-
port of one another and the 
faithful people around them, 
the sisters continued to ex-
pand their mission in various 
locations and ministries as the 
Lord directed them.

The Sisters of the Norfolk 
Priory (Immaculata Monas-
tery & Spirituality Center in 

From Page One
Sisters

Elgin’s Sister Patricia Hoffman (right) enjoyed some lively 
conversation, and a delicious celebratory meal, with Missionary 
Benedictine Sr. Cecilia Polt among many others. E-R photos/
LMorgan

Norfolk is now their main lo-
cation in northeast Nebraska) 
come from the United States, 
Germany, Australia, Swit-
zerland, South Korea, Brazil, 
Tanzania and the Phillipines. 
Many of those countries were 
represented by sisters attend-
ing the jubilee.

Today, there are over 1,300 
sisters serving in 15 countries 
around the world.  

“We wish to thank all of you 
who have journeyed with us 
through these 100 years. You 
have been God’s channel of un-
failing grace. We pray the joys 

and blessings will be returned 
to you and all those you hold 
dear. With our gratefulness 
and prayer,” from Sr. Rosann 
Ocken, OSB and the religious 
community gathered there.

Following dinner, the short 
program featured tributes 
and thank yous to many in 
the Omaha Diocese and oth-
ers who have supported the 
sisters.  Framed photographs 
of a stained glass window of 
Mary and Baby Jesus that 

once adorned the first chapel 
of the sisters in their Raeville 
Convent were presented to the 
representative of the Bene-
dictine Sisters of Mount St. 
Scholastica in Atchison KS 
(whose sisters spent a year - 
1922 - teaching the new immi-
grants English & more when 
they came to America), Father 
John Norman of St. Bonaven-
ture Catholic church and a 
representative of Conception 
Abbey in Missouri.

Father John Norman of St. Bonaventure Catholic Church displays 
the framed photograph gifted to the church.
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The Elgin Midgets fought 
their way into the finals of the 
District Class ‘B’ tournament 
at Plainview this week with 
wins over Creighton, 3-2, and 
O’Neill, 6-1. Elgin jumped to 
an early 2-0 lead in the opener 
Sunday evening, but Creighton 
rallied to tie the game 2-2 
going into the last round. After 
getting the first two Elgin 
batters out in the seventh, 
Terry Scannell homered over 
the left field fence for the 
game-saving run. Bernard 
Kluthe worked the first six 
innings for Elgin, striking 
out 11 while allowing two 
hits. Daryl Schwarting set the 
Creighton batters down 1-2-3 in 
the last inning. Elgin scored 
five runs in the fourth inning 
against O’Neill to wrap the 
game up Monday night in their 
second 6 p.m. tourney game. 
Daryl Schwarting was the 
winning Elgin pitcher, giving 
up four hits and striking out 
six. Terry Henn paced local 
hitter with a 3-4. 

Mrs. Bessie Hawks will 
receive her bachelor’s degree 
at Wayne State College 
commencement exercises 
Saturday, Aug. 3, graduating 
cum laude, with an average of 
3.25. Val Peterson, president of 
the Wayne State Foundation 
and formerly of Elgin, will be 
the commencement speaker.

Korene Ann Erickson was 
the winner of the Junior 

Angus judging contest held in 
conjunction with the annual 
Interstate Angus Field Day 
near Schuyler, Saturday. She 
was in competition with 42 
boys and girls from Iowa, 
Minnesota, South Dakota and 
Nebraska. Korene, 9, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dallmont 
Erickson, is active in 4-H Club 
Work.  
Fifty Years Ago
August 2, 1973

Lightning Saturday evening 
struck the silver maple tree 
on the corner of the John 
Starman lot northeast from 
the St. Boniface Church. The 
tree was split nearly from 
its crown to the ground. The 
bolt(s) also burned out John’s 
furnace and hot water heater. 

Seven young people from 
Elgin were among about 
1200 future students at the 
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln who attended a 
Summer Orientation program 
on the campus between June 5 
and July 12. They are: Jolene 
Marie Kerkman, Sharon 
Marie Schrage, Paul Douglas 
Oberbrockling, Stephen 
Douglas Roth, Timothy Robert 
Sullivan, Gary Arehart, and 
Mark Dwyer.

Southeast of Elgin received 
a scare about 4 o’clock on 
Tuesday evening when 
a tornado was sighted. It 
touched down on the ground 
and and destroyed some 
buildings and hay stacks on 
the Rueben Evans farm.  

Going to the Elgin Steak Fry Friday, August 11th? Sure do 
encourage you to support our Elgin Chamber of Commerce/
Community Club with this annual end-of-summer fundrais-
er and community celebration. Good food, good company, 
and a chance to appreciate our beautiful city park.   

Since words are my thing, asked those in charge why it’s 
called a steak fry when actually the delectable slab of meat 
is grilled. Answer – “It’s always been a fry,” interpreted as 
‘it’s always been done that way’, a common phrase. Some-
times it’s good to change, switch it up a bit. Sometimes stick-
ing with tradition merits the most value. 

With the extreme heat experienced in much of the world 
these days, if my dad were still here on earth, he might ex-
claim, “Yep, it’s so hot, you can fry an egg on the sidewalk.” 
Not funny. Our bodies, animals, 
plants, even many air conditioning 
units, are not designed for extreme 
heat day-after-day-after-day. 

You’ve seen the headlines – fill-in-
the-blank consecutive days above 
110 degrees Fahrenheit, triple-digit 
heat, coral reefs in danger, wildfires 
raging, dangerous health risk. Cer-
tainly, the world’s population has 
better fish to fry than sitting quietly 
in front of the fan in, hopefully, an air-
conditioned space awaiting a better 
day. God help those who labor in the 
outdoors.

With global warming seemingly a 
certainty, maybe this extreme weath-
er is like going from the fry pan into 
the fire, implying more catastrophic 
days lie ahead. Some use language 
that would fry bacon, meaning ex-
tremely irritable, when speaking 
about climate variability these days. 

On the other hand, scientists use hard data to prove their 
points and may tell naysayers to go fry an egg, meaning to 
go away and leave one alone. Other scholars may view those 
downplaying climate change as one fry short of a Happy 
Meal, meaning of questionable mental capacity. (This refer-
ences the MacDonald’s children’s favorite meal that often 
includes French Fries.) Other ways of saying this are one 
card shy of a full deck, not enough sandwiches for a picnic, 
and some dull knives in the drawer. Take your pick. 

If your brain is fried by all this talk, let’s move on to an-
other topic – the fry pan. Used to be that was it, the cast iron 
variety. Just the simple fry pan. Throw in some fat, then a 
slab of meat, and soon you’ll have a delectable dish. 

Pan frying takes minimal oil compared to deep fat frying. 
Once while living out in Virginia, we borrowed one of those 
turkey friers. Put the holiday bird in water first to see how 
much liquid it displaces. Replace the water with oil to the 
correct level in the container. Common sense, though amaz-
ing how many accidents occur with these friers. 

Then there’s stir frying, which uses a small amount of oil 
at high heat for small chunks of meat and vegetables. And 
what about this latest culinary craze -- air friers? No oil re-
quired. Just hot air blows around, similar to the convection 
oven option on most modern ranges. 

Come the Lenten season, fish fries are a common fund-
raiser around these parts, complete with French Fries at 
some venues. Still waiting for sweet potato fries, my favor-
ite, to be offered along with the fried fish.

With state fair coming up, one might notice most any food 
can be breaded and fried – think pickles, Brussel sprouts, 
okra, green tomatoes, cheese, and even ice cream. Any of 
those treats something you would die for? Well, you likely 
could. Consuming too many fried foods leads to high cho-
lesterol, artery blockages and other maladies, we’re told by 
nutritionists in the know. 

Certainly one more reason to attend the Elgin Steak Fry 
August 11. Your meat will be grilled, a somewhat healthier 
option, not fried. See you there. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.com.

Looking BackLooking Back
Thirty Years Ago
August 11, 1993

“Out of Order,” a comedy by 
Ray Cooney, will be featured 
as the Elgin Community 
Dinner Theater production 
this weekend. Crowds of 120 
people are expected each 
night for the dinner theatre, 
which is produced by special 
arrangement with Samuel 
French, Inc. Terry Sweem 
is the director and Donna 
Mackel is the producer. 
Members of the cast are Terry 
Sweem, Alan Reicks, Becky 
Cummings, Kathy Burgett, 
Jeanine Jochum, Karin 
Kinney, Alvin Hoefer, Dorothy 
Borer, Duane Gunderson 
and Randy Mack. Proceeds 
from the dinner theatre will 
be donated to community 
projects.

Park Congregational UC.C. 
Church, west of Elgin, honored 
21 people for long-time church 
membership during a special 
service last Sunday, Aug. 
8. Honored members were 
Warren Wilton, Merland 
Clark, Wayne Currie, Kenneth 
Clark, Roland Kinney, Carroll 
Armstrong, Fern Stearns, 
Dorothy Currie, Wilma Clark, 
Harold Beeson, Katherine 
Armstrong, Ella Kinney, 
Mary Squire, Leland Clark, 
Alice Clark, Clarence Johns, 
Laura Smallwood, Gertrude 
Wilson, Bernard Clark, Denzel 
Anderson and Les Anderson.

Sunset Lanes Bowling 
Alley and Restaurant Auction 

Saturday August 21, 1993. Will 
First Be Offered in Total as 
a Going Business!! If you are 
tired of working for someone 
else - making them successful, 
but not getting anywhere 
yourself and want to own a 
business for yourself - HERE 
IT IS! And you and your family 
can operate the business 
together - as a Team. Fowlkes 
Realty & Auction Company.     
Twenty Years Ago
July 30, 2003

A fund-raising salad 
bar and entertainment 
event for Elgin City Park 
improvements will be held 
Wednesday evening, Aug. 6, 
at the Elgin KC Hall. Young-
N-Lively FCE is planning 
the meal and entertainment. 
Those attending will have 
an opportunity to hear 
Elgin’s own “Siouxland 
Idol” semifinalists, Tara 
Hutchinson and Amanda 
Miller, in addition to other 
talented young people from 
around the area. “You can also 
enjoy salads from some of our 
best area cooks, and support 
the fund-raising efforts for the 
city park at  the same time,” 
states Young-N-Lively. Other 
area entertainers who will 
perform at the fund-raiser 
include vocalists Alex Luettel, 
Katie Miller and Tracey 
Eischeid, the Pope John men’s 
quartet and violinist Paige 
Dinslage. Shauna Warren 
will also present a speech. 
Dance groups from Amy Gall’s 

studio in Tilden will perform. 
The groups include Connor 
Kinney, Levi Kerkman and 
Bret Kinney, all of Elgin.

Wheeler County’s 78th 
annual Fair and Rodeo will 
open this Thursday, July 31, 
and continue through Sunday, 
Aug. 3, at the  fairgrounds 
in Bartlett. Two rodeo 
performances and a variety 
of entertainment events will 
be featured. A free dance with 
music by “White Line Fever” 
will follow the Saturday night 
rodeo performance. The fair 
begins on Thursday with the 
4-H horse show, a 4-H roping 
contest and the 4-H dog show. 
Grandstand entertainment 
is scheduled Friday night. 
Performers will be Matt 
Dwyer and the Flattwater 
Bluegrass Band, and cowboy 
poet Ken Killion.

New entertainment events 
for the Antelope County Fair 
will include a Rough Stock 
Rodeo on Tuesday evening, 
Aug. 5, and an expanded 
lineup for tractor and four-
wheel-drive pickup pulls on 
Saturday, Aug. 9. The fair 
opens Tuesday, Aug. 5, and 
runs through Sunday, Aug. 10, 
at the fairgrounds in Neligh. 
The annual country music 
show, headlined by Steve 
Azar, will begin at 8 p.m. 
in front of the grandstand 
Thursday evening, Aug. 7. At 
7 p.m. Saturday, the Nebraska 

Tractor Pullers Association 
show begins. This will include 
super stock and modified 
tractors and pickups, road 
legal two- and four-wheel-
drive pickups, and local semis. 
Craft displays, commercial 
booths and school art displays 
will be available in the 
pavilion.

By Betty Kallhoff

It’s always been a ‘fry’

Dear Elgin Bargain Box Donors,
Thank you for contributing so generously for the last 

nine years to the Bargain Box.  It is due to your gener-
osity that the Bargain Box is able to continue its mis-
sion of helping ease the need of so many individuals 
and organizations.

As all are aware, the Bargain Box is staffed entirely 
by volunteers.  No one is paid to help do the work in-
volved in keeping the Bargain Box in operation. While 
it is fun to ‘work’ at the Box, it is, at times, overwhelm-
ing. Hours of volunteer time are spent cleaning usable 
items so that they are acceptable for display.  We have 
encountered unpleasant surprises that we hope to 
avoid in the future through this publication. We would 
sincerely appreciate donors adhering to the following:

A. ABSOLUTELY NO DROP OFFS LEFT If you are 
donating furniture, call ahead to 402 843 2354 to ask 
if your donation will be accepted. Through the nine 
years we have been in business, we have learned what 
will sell. Reasons for refusal could be type of furniture, 
condition, or that we do not have room. Old and/or 
dirty mattresses will not be accepted.

B. Due to the fact that Elgin and surrounding com-
munities have lost the ability to recycle paper and 
cardboard, the Box will no longer be accepting any 
books except novels in good condition.

C. Clothing should be clean, usable (zippers work, 
etc), free of pet hair, stains and holes, and not outdated.

D. Shoes and boots should be wearable, not worn 
out, free of manure, mud and mold.

E. Toys should be clean, not broken and all pieces 
included.

F. Baby furniture should be clean, work properly, 
not under recall and all pieces included.

G. Dishes, knickknacks and pictures should be 
clean, not marred and unbroken.

H. Large appliances, chemicals, paint, or building 
materials will not be accepted.

I. Old lawn and garden tools will not be accepted.
J. Old baby beds and entertainment centers will not 

be accepted.
K. Used humidifiers and unclean geriatric equip-

ment will not be accepted.
L. Leftover garage sale items should have all tags 

removed.

We appreciate your understanding. Our volunteers’ 
hours are valuable. By following these guidelines, 
more of these donated hours can be spent furthering 
the Bargain Box’s mission to help others.

To Our Donors!

New ArrivalsNew Arrivals
Joey and Brittany Mlnarik 

of Lincoln are proud parents 
of twin baby girls, Amelia 
Leigh Mlnarik and Penelope 
Marie Mlnarik. They were 
born June 29th, 2023 at St. 
Elizabeth hospital in Lincoln. 

Amelia was born at 4:40 
a.m. and weighed four 
pounds, eight ounces. Pe-
nelope was born at 5:02 a.m. 
and weighed four pounds, 
six ounces. Both were 17 3/4 
inches long.

After a week stay in the 
NICU, they were welcomed 
home by their big brother, 
Calvin, age four.

Amelia and Penelope’s 
grandparents are Tom and 
Sue Mlnarik of Ewing and 
Dennis and Linda Wagner of 
Lincoln. 

Great Grandparents are 
Mary Ann Kraus of Denton 
and Janet Wagner of Braden-
ton, FL.
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President Joe Biden, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 
20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:
www.senate.gov
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

See RICKETTS, Page Five

Grassroots government is thriving in Nebraska. 
There are eight petitions circulating with hopes 

of making the 2024 General 
Election ballot, according 
to Secretary of State Bob 
Evnen. The action is guar-
anteed by the First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which gives people 
the right to “petition the 
government for a redress of 
grievances.”

From the old familiar le-
galizing medical marijuana 
to an exemption of grocery 
items from sales tax, vari-
ous groups or individuals 
are seeking the signatures 
of registered voters to sup-
port their cause. Evnen’s 
office will eventually 
consider what meets well-
established criteria and 
makes the ballot.

“You have a number of 
people who come in and submit petitions,” Evnen 
told a reporter from KOLN-KGIN TV. “Not all of 
those are going to be successful.” Case in point, 
there were 16 petitions circulating for the 2022 
ballot. Only two had enough signatures to make 
it.

Still, Evnen said petitioning is “absolutely essen-
tial in a representative democracy that the voters 
themselves as a whole have the right to go amend 
their constitution or repeal a statute or add a new 
one.” 

In Nebraska, the number of required signatures 
is tied to the number of registered voters in the 
state at the deadline for filing signatures. So, peti-
tioners have to get extra signatures. 

For example, based on voter registrations of 
1,239,599 from July 1, 2022, an initiated constitu-
tional amendment would require 10 percent or 
123,960 signatures. 

An initiated state statute would require 7 percent 
or 86,772 signatures. 

A veto referendum (to remove a law) would take 
5 percent or 61,980 signatures. It would take 10 per-
cent (123,960 signatures) to suspend that law until 
voters decide its fate.

The deadline for submitting signatures to get an 
initiative or referendum on the ballot for a particu-
lar general election is four months before that elec-
tion. The deadline for veto referendums is 90 days 
after the final adjournment of the state legislative 
session at which the targeted bill was passed.

So, what’s being circulated?
-- Amend the Constitution of the State of Nebras-

ka by adding a new Article XIX, which states that 
all persons have the right to use all plants in the 
genus Cannabis. Dude, that’s recreational mari-
juana. Bob Dylan was right, “everybody wants to 

get stoned.” 
Ask your neighbors in Colorado how that’s work-

ing out.
-- Enact a statute that makes penalties inappli-

cable under state and local law for the use, posses-
sion, and acquisition of limited quantities of can-
nabis for medical purposes by a qualified patient 
with a written recommendation from a health care 
practitioner, and for a caregiver to assist a quali-
fied patient in these activities. This one has almost 
made it several times and has merit. If properly 
regulated, this could apparently be beneficial for 
some people.

-- Enact a statute that makes penalties inappli-
cable under state law for the possession, manu-
facture, distribution, delivery, and dispensing 
of cannabis for medical purposes by registered 
private entities, and establishing a Nebraska Medi-
cal Cannabis Commission to regulate such entities. 
Similar approach to the one above.

-- An initiative to ban surgical and pharmaceuti-
cal abortions except when necessary to save the life 
of the mother. Expect this issue to surface in the 
Legislature with or without this initiative.

-- Repeal LB 753, passed by the 108th Nebraska 
Legislature in 2023, which (1) authorizes certain 
nonprofit organizations to provide scholarships 
to eligible students to attend a qualified private 
elementary or secondary school, and (2) provides 
individuals and corporations tax credits for finan-
cial contributions to these organizations. Critics 
say it benefits too few people, mostly the rich. The 
state teachers’ union doesn’t like it. What makes 
this law highly suspect, IMHO, is that proponents 
of keeping it on the books have hired “blockers” to 
interfere and keep people from signing. 

-- A Constitutional Amendment to restrict gov-
ernmental entities in Nebraska to imposing only 
retail consumption taxes and excise taxes. This 
amendment will eliminate Nebraska personal and 
real property taxes; personal and corporate income 
taxes; sales taxes and inheritance taxes. Has this 
thing not gone away yet? 

It has been bantered about in the Legislature 
before and not gone anywhere. Ask folks what hap-
pened before when people did away with taxes and 
state government had no money.

-- A Constitutional Amendment allowing the 
Legislature to authorize governmental entities to 
impose consumption taxes on services and new 
goods with the limitation that only grocery items 
purchased for off-premises consumption may be 
exempted from the tax.

-- Enact a statute to provide eligible employees 
the right to earn paid sick time for personal or fam-
ily health needs and to specify conditions for accru-
ing and using earned paid sick time, to prohibit re-
taliation against an employee for exercising rights 
granted under the statute, to adopt certain notice 
and documentation requirements, and to establish 
enforcement powers and a civil cause of action for 
violations of the statute. Why not?

Pay attention. Stay informed. We’ll see what 
makes it to the ballot..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for more than 20 years.

Petition process is alive and well in Nebraska Blame rests
with Biden for

broken economy

Providing oversight of the federal govern-
ment is a critical part of my job as a United 
States Senator. From pushing back on illegal 
new mandates to fighting wasteful spending, 
there is a lot of important work to do. And 
while the Biden administration is failing 
on many policy matters, it’s also failing its 

responsibility to provide 
basic constituent ser-
vices like passports in 
a reasonable time – and 
Americans are paying 
the price.

While the State Depart-
ment’s website states 
passport processing is 
currently taking 10-13 
weeks for routine ap-
plications and 7-9 weeks 
for expedited process-
ing, many Nebraskans 
have contacted my office 
experiencing signifi-
cantly longer delays. One 
Nebraskan contacted my 
office fearful that she 
would be unable to attend 
a family wedding. She 
had also submitted her 
paperwork months in 

advance. In her case, my office was able to help 
and secured her passport just 17 hours before 
her flight. Nevertheless, days that should have 
been spent preparing to celebrate a family 
member were spent worrying about the federal 
bureaucracy’s failings and incompetence.

Fixing our broken
passport system

Last February, I stopped by a coffee 
shop in central Nebraska. A cozy 
community hub, the shop was known 
for its great coffee and fantastic food 
and pastries. A variety of Nebras-
kans sat at tables or in circles of fam-
ily and friends with coffee in hand.

This coffee shop was a regular stop 
for me when I visited that town. The 
owner loved his shop, but he told 
me about some of the challenges he 
was experiencing as prices rolled 
toward peak inflation. His electric 
bill had skyrocketed from only $40 a 
month to over $300 a month — a 650% 
increase.

Sadly, shortly after my visit, that 
coffee shop closed. Inflation got the 
best of it — just like many other 
businesses across our state and our 
country. The effects of our bloated 
economy are tragic for families, busi-
nesses, and consumers.

As millions struggle, President 
Biden is making claims he can’t sup-
port. In a speech earlier this month 
in South Carolina, the president said 
of his economic agenda: “Our plan is 
working.” He claimed that his plan, 
nicknamed “Bidenomics,” is working 
“in rural America, the heartland, all 
across America.”

As Nebraskans, we are the Ameri-
can heartland. From coffee shops 
to ranches to 
kitchen tables, 
we don’t think 
Bidenomics is 
working.

I get letters 
every day from 
Nebraskans 
who are strug-
gling under 
inflation, kick-
started by this 
administra-
tion’s almost 
two trillion-
dollar stimulus 
package in 
2021. I regular-
ly hear stories 
of hardship 
from my fellow 
Nebraskans — 
whether they’re 
farmers, teachers, or small business 
owners.

As one of our Nebraska farmers 
told me a few weeks ago, “Prices take 
the elevator up, but the stairs down.” 
Inflation causes costs to rise quickly, 
and they stay up there for a long 
time. One big economically irrespon-
sible move from the administration 
sets the stage for years of struggles. 
That’s Bidenomics in Nebraska.

I came across an article earlier 
this year in which several rural busi-
nesses shared their struggles with 
a local newspaper. Business owners 
said that they felt “at a loss” for what 
to do as their livelihoods crumble 
under economic pressure.

A honey farmer shared that con-
sistently rising prices squeeze his 
family into a difficult position when 
doing things as simple as putting 
their honey in jars. Sometimes they 
can only afford to get containers or 
lids for their honey — but not both.

“We’re kind of forgotten about way 
out here,” he said. That’s Bidenom-
ics in Nebraska. And, as the Biden 
administration chatters about its 
support for the middle class, thou-
sands of people in that category are 
pulling out all the stops to pay their 
necessary expenses.

The Salvation Army of Lincoln 
reported a couple months ago that 
it’s seen a 50% increase in service 
requests in just a year. People are 
going to charities to get help paying 
rent and utilities as the economy suf-
fers. That’s Bidenomics in Nebraska.

Nebraskans aren’t listening to the 
administration’s inflated claims 
about helping the middle class, 
but they are listening to mortgage 
increases and dwindling savings ac-
counts. I think the President should 
step down from the podium, stop 
delivering empty promises, and actu-
ally get down to business fixing the 
disaster he’s created.

As a member of the U.S. Senate, 
that’s what I’ll continue pushing as 
I write and vote on legislation. We 
need an economy that works, not one 
that’s being damaged for the sake of 
a political agenda. 

Defending our constitutional rights is our 
fundamental duty and special privilege as Ameri-
cans. The north entrance of Nebraska’s State 
Capitol Building is engraved with words coined 
by philosopher and Capitol thematic consultant 
Hartley Burr Alexander, “The Salvation of the 
State is Watchfulness in the Citizen.” Vigilance 
to secure our rights is no more important for any 

other right than it is for our 
Second Amendment.

Law-abiding citizens have 
the right to exercise their 
Second Amendment free-
doms, and – as your elected 
representative – I have a 
duty to actively defend the 
rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution.

I have serious concerns 
about ongoing attempts to 
encroach on the Second 
Amendment and am active-
ly working to fight them. 
To this end, earlier this 
month I joined many of my 
Congressional colleagues in 
a letter to the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) opposing 
its tactics implementing 
the Safer Communities Act. 

While I opposed its passage, this law was enacted 
in 2022 and created a program to fund “red flag” 
programs at the state level.

Red flag laws and other ill-conceived propos-
als to limit firearm rights are bad policies with 
the potential to violate Americans’ rights to due 
process, and our letter to the DOJ raises concerns 
with the unlawful awarding of grants to states 
that do not currently have red flag laws. It would 

be inappropriate for DOJ to award red flag grants 
to states which do not have red flag laws, and DOJ 
must clarify their criteria for awarding these 
funds.

In January of 2022, San Jose, California became 
the first city in the United States to mandate li-
ability insurance and an annual fee for gun own-
ers. To protect Second Amendment rights at the 
federal level, I am a cosponsor of the No User Fees 
for Gun Owners Act. This measure would prohibit 
state governments from violating Second Amend-
ment rights through the imposition of insurance 
requirements, taxes, or fees as a condition of gun 
or ammunition ownership.

I am also a cosponsor of the Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act. This bill would establish a 
framework for carrying or possessing concealed 
firearms when bringing them across state lines, 
allowing individuals eligible to carry a concealed 
firearm under one state’s laws to carry or possess 
a concealed handgun in other states which permit 
them to carry concealed firearms.

Earlier this year, Nebraska joined 26 states to 
enact a constitutional carry bill into law. This law 
allows Nebraskans 21 and older to carry a con-
cealed handgun without a permit, and I applaud 
the leadership of Governor Pillen to defend Nebras-
kans’ Second Amendment rights. The Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity Act would implement federal 
protections to ensure Nebraskans are able to exer-
cise these constitutional rights recognized by our 
state while they are traveling in other states which 
allow either constitutional carry or concealed 
carry with a permit.

Preserving freedom for ourselves and future gen-
erations depends on our diligence to safeguard the 
wisdom of the Constitution. I will continue work-
ing with my colleagues to defend and preserve the 
Second Amendment.

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Standing up for
Second Amendment rights
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Community Center Menus
Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, August 7: Sloppy joes, sweet potatoes, pea salad, 

fruit cocktail, milk.
Tuesday, August 8: Ring bologna with fried potatoes, green 

peppers and onions, 3-bean salad, peaches, milk.
Wednesday, August 9: Runza casserole, tator tots, corn, 

strawberry/peaches mix, milk.
Thursday, August 10: BBQ chicken, macaroni salad, baked 

beans, apple sauce, biscuit, milk.
Friday, August 11: Chili cheese dogs, creamy cucumber, 

salad, French fries, tropical fruit, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 

the Community Center. and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 

and older. 
Under 60 is $8.50. Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 

around 12:15 p.m. 
Meals are served Monday thru Friday. 
Takeout starting at 11:30 a.m. Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 

a.m. to reserve a meal for that day. 
For a great meal, come to the community center! 

Another constituent contact-
ed my office in tears, fearful 
she would be unable to attend 
a non-refundable and long-
planned family trip. She had 
done everything right, submit-
ting her paperwork months in 
advance. 

Despite multiple attempts 
by my staff to help, the Biden 
State Department failed her, 
forcing her to miss the family 
trip and costing her hundreds 
of dollars.

These stressful situations 
should have never happened. 
No Nebraskan should have to 
miss a family trip or cancel 
their honeymoon or miss a 
family wedding or funeral be-
cause the federal bureaucracy 
can’t do its job in a timely 
manner. 

This is horrible customer 
service from the Biden admin-
istration. 

We need to get this historic 
backlog under control and 
restore competence to this pro-
cess – and that’s exactly what 
I’m working on.

Successful leaders set goals 
and then hold their teammates 
accountable to meet those 
goals. 

As Governor, I did just that, 
focusing on improving turn-
around times for permits, 
requests, and more by utiliz-
ing proven methodologies like 
Lean Six Sigma. I am proud 
of the progress we made to 
streamline and simplify how 
Nebraskans interacted with 
state agencies. Because of our 
efforts, Nebraskans spent less 
time filling out forms, waiting 
on hold, and standing in line. 

From Page Four
Ricketts

As Senator, I am pushing our 
State Department to do the 
same at the federal level.

Recently, we had a commit-
tee hearing to put pressure on 
the Biden administration to 
fix this problem and explore 
when the backlog would re-
turn to normal. 

Rena Bitter, the State De-
partment official in charge of 
passports, was asked what her 
goal was to process passport 
applications. Unbelievably, she 
said she had no goal. Instead, 
she blamed COVID exclusively 
for the problem. 

For nearly three years, the 
Biden administration has al-
lowed this problem to fester. 
They have no goal and no clue 
as to how to fix the passport 
problem. 

By not having a goal, I guar-
antee they will fail. This is 
typical mismanagement by the 
Biden administration. Since 
the State Department won’t 
take proactive steps to tackle 
this problem, Congress must 
step in.

Earlier this month, I worked 
with Senator James Lankford 
of Oklahoma to introduce The 
Passport Act to tackle this 
unacceptable backlog. The bill 
would establish a 12-week pro-
cessing time requirement. It 
would refuse any remote work 
requests until the goal is met. 

It would expand in-person 
appointments at regional 
passport offices and develop 
a reserve workforce that can 

be reassigned to help during 
periods of high demand. It 
would require more detailed 
status updates for applicants 
and create a chat feature to 
the customer service call line. 
Finally, it would require the 
Biden administration to devel-
op a plan to prevent a similar 
backlog in the case of future 
national emergencies.

On July 13, the status up-
dates and chat feature pro-
visions of the Passport Act 
passed the Foreign Relations 
Committee with bipartisan 
support. 

This week, they passed the 
full Senate as a part of the 
larger National Defense Au-
thorization Act. When signed 
into law, these provisions will 
improve transparency and 
customer service and make it 
easier to know exactly where 
in the pipeline your passport 
is.

Tackling the lack of trans-
parency is a solid first step, 
but there is more that needs to 
be done. The Biden adminis-
tration must get this historic 
backlog under control and pre-
vent anything like this from 
ever happening again. I will 
continue to use every tool I can 
to see the entire Passport Act 
passed into law. Meanwhile, 
my team and I will keep doing 
everything we can to help Ne-
braskans get their passports 
in time for their next family 
commitment or vacation they 
saved for.
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Ideas about shopping are never set in stone, and the pandem-
ic illustrated just how quickly consumer trends and opinions 
can change.

Many individuals are now reevaluating how they spend 
their hard-earned money, particularly since inflation has  af-
fected just how far a dollar can be stretched.

When consumers think about which stores to patronize, lo-
cally owned businesses may be the smartest option for a num-
ber of reasons - not the least of which is the way such enter-
prises benefit the communities they call home.
More money kept in the community

Shopping locally means that more money will stay in the 
community. According to recent research from Civic Econom-
ics, local eateries return nearly 79 percent of revenue to the 
community, compared to just over 30 percent for chain restau-
rants. Overall, for every $100 spent at a local business, around 
$73 remains in the community, versus roughly $43 when shop-
ping at a non- locally owned business.
Get a personal touch

Local business owners typically are inclined to go the extra 
mile for their customers and are personally invested in the 
services and products they are selling.

As a result, shopping locally tends to be a personalized ex-
perience. Furthermore, a local business owner may be more 
amenable to ordering products for specific clientele. Such per-
sonalized service is typically not accessible when shopping 
big box stores or other shops where owners are off-site.
Lines are short
Waiting in long lines for checkout or to pick up merchandise 
ordered online can drain consumers’ energy and contribute 
to stress. Local businesses tend to have short lines and small 
crowds, which can lead to a more pleasant shopping experi-
ence.
Generates tax revenue

Local businesses generate more tax revenue per sales dol-
lar, according to Rubicon, a digital marketplace for waste and 
recycling businesses. Taxes paid by local small businesses go 
to support schools, parks, roads, and other programs that ben-
efit the community as well.
Supports nonprofits

Local businesses often support good work in the commu-
nity, such as nonprofit groups. These can include schools and 
sports teams, among other groups. According to Dr. Sue Lynn 
Sasser, professor of economics at the University of Central 
Oklahoma, studies indicate nonprofits “receive 250 percent 
more support from small businesses than larger ones.”
Support other local businesses

Local business support other local businesses by buying and 
selling among each other. A local, independently owned res-
taurant may source its ingredients from local farms, which 
means visitors to such eateries are supporting multiple local 
businesses each time they dine out. Small businesses are a 
boon to the economy, particularly local economies. These en-
terprises help their communities in a multitude of ways.

From Metro Creative Graphics

How communities benefit
when consumers shop local

“He doesn’t think like a 
normal 27-year-old does,” Klein 
said. 

Ewalt said Mueller had 
undergone two evaluations, 

Mueller
From Page One

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

There’s never a day that 
passes where one doesn’t try 
to learn something new. To do 
that, Australian farmer Daniel 
Dempster brought his family 
to Elgin this past Sunday and 
Monday.

A Nuffield Scholar from 
Australia, Daniel, wife Emily 
and sons Edward and Andrew 
spent Sunday and part of 
Monday learning about how 
farming works in Antelope 
County at the home of Jim and 
Anne Meis. Nuffield provides 
scholarships to select appli-
cants in 15 countries for a two-
year agricultural leadership 
program consisting of a global 
conference of scholars, group 

Australian scholar, family learn about soil
health, economics during visit to Meis farm

one which showed a low risk 
to reoffend except in reference 
to alcohol, while the second 
showed a moderate risk. They 
asked for a sentence that 
would allow him to return to 

his family as soon as possible.
Antelope County prosecutor 

Joe Smith opposed probation. 
“He’s an adult and he’s doing 

adult crimes,” he said. “Both 
of these girls are troubled.”

Smith also recommended 
Mueller be subject to the 
Nebraska Sexual Offender 
Registration Act requirements 
for 10-25 years.

“We’re not asking for life-
time,” he said.

When questioned by Kube, 
Mueller said, “I wasn’t think-
ing when I did it.”

Before passing sentence, the 
judge said, “(These are) dif-
ficult types of cases. I under-
stand your background, lots 
of support. I also have to take 
into consideration protection 
of the public and the victim’s 
lives.” 

Mueller was given credit for 
a total of five days previously 
served and was taxed $138 
costs of prosecution in each 
case and ordered to comply 
with conditions of the sexual 
offender registry for 25 years 
after his release from prison. 

Mueller was remanded to the 
custody of Antelope County 
Sheriff Bob Moore for execu-
tion of the sentence.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Neligh pharmacist Danelle 
Charf has pleaded guilty to 
one count after reaching a plea 
agreement with the US Attor-
ney’s office on July 20. 

Charf withdrew her not 
guilty pleas to counts I-V of an 
indictment filed in May 2022, 
waived indictment and plead-
ed guilty to a single count 
in an information filed July 
20 by Assistant US Attorney 
Kelli Ceraolo - knowingly and 
willfully making a false, ficti-
tious or fraudulent statement 
in connection with delivery 
and payment for health-care 
benefits involving Medicare 
on Oct. 7, 2020.

The count carries a maxi-
mum five-year prison sen-
tence, with no minimum; a 
maximum $250,000 fine, with 
no minimum; a mandatory 
$100 special assessment; and 
up to three years of post-re-
lease supervision.

Per terms of the agreement, 

Per plea agreement, Neligh pharmacist pleads guilty 
Charf will receive a sentence 
of not more than 24 months 
incarceration. 

In addition, the parties 
agreed she would receive a 
two-offense level increase for 
abuse of a position of public or 
private trust.

As part of the agreement, 
the US attorney will move to 
dismiss the indictment at the 
time of sentencing and agreed 
that Charf will not be federally 
prosecuted for any additional 
health-care fraud-related 
crimes. 

Chief Judge Robert Rossiter 
Jr. accepted Charf’s guilty 
plea with approval of the plea 
agreement pending review of a 
presentence investigation the 
judge ordered. 

Sentencing is set at 2 p.m. 
Oct. 13, in front of Rossiter in 
Courtroom No. 4 in the Ron-
ald L. Hruska United States 
Courthouse at 111 South 18th 
Plaza in Omaha. 

Charf also agreed the 
amount of restitution will 
include, but is not limited to, 
all charged and uncharged 
criminal conduct alleged in 
the original indictment and 
is not limited to the count 

of conviction and will pay 
$150,000 of the restitution 
prior to sentencing. The court 
will determine any additional 
amount due. 

Charf appeared in the Oma-
ha courtroom in June 2022 for 
arraignment on a May 17 five-
count indictment charging her 
with health-care fraud begin-
ning Oct. 7, 2020, continuing 
through Jan. 11, 2021.

Charf owned and operated 
two pharmacies, Wanek Phar-
macy in Neligh and Tilden 
Pharmacy in Tilden, at the 
time the crime was committed. 
Federal and state investiga-
tors began investigating in 
September 2020 after receiving 
a complaint from a pharmacy 
intern about ongoing fraud, 
according to the plea agree-
ment. During the investigation 
multiple employees reported 
that the pharmacies would 
submit claims for brand name 
medications despite dispens-
ing generic medications and/
or would process claims for 
prescriptions despite the 
prescriptions not having been 
filled.

Investigators also inter-
viewed Medicare and Medic-

aid beneficiaries for whom 
the pharmacies had submitted 
claims, finding medications in 
some beneficiaries’ possession 
were generic while claims 
were submitted for brand-
name products.

One claim was submitted to 
Medicare on Oct. 7, 2020, by 
Wanek Pharmacy for 120 blis-
ters of Adivair but the phar-
macy dispensed 60 blisters of 
fluticasone propionate and 
was paid $812.53 for the false 
claim. Charf, as chief pharma-
cist and owner, managed the 
inventory of both pharmacies.

The loss claimed by Medi-
care and Medicaid totals 
$573,337.53. A reconciliation 
of inventory conducted by 
investigators showed the 
Neligh pharmacy did not have 
adequate drug purchases to 
support claims, resulting in 
a loss estimate of $369,837.38. 
Tilden did not have adequate 
drug purchases to support its 
claims, with a loss estimate of 
$203,500.15. 

Charf disputed the amount 
but acknowledged a loss oc-
curred.

She is represented by David 
Domina of Omaha.

The field may have been muddy Monday morning, but that didn’t 
deter Nebraska Soybean Board member Anne Meis from giving Aus-
tralian Nuffield Scholar Daniel Dempster an up-close look at how no-
till practices and good growing conditions better soybean production. 
Photo submitted

travel across six countries vis-
iting producers and ag-related 
tours as well as 10+ weeks of 
independent travel to conduct 
independent research.

“I would compare it to the 
LEAD program in many 
ways,” Mrs. Meis said.

As part Dempster’s inde-
pendent research, he chose to 
spend time here in the Mid-
west learning more about soil 
health and economics. The 
family’s trek across the Mid-
west began in Dallas, Texas 
with them working their way 
north through Oklahoma and 
Kansas then to Nebraska. 
From here they will work 
their way through the Dakotas 
before ending up in Bismarck, 
N.D.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

Jake Short, 23, of Oakdale 
appeared in front of the Honor-
able James Kube in the An-
telope County district court-
room in Neligh on July 26 for a 
pretrial hearing on a charge of 
possession of cocaine. A plea 
agreement was announced, 
with Short pleading guilty 
to two counts included in an 
amended information, at-
tempted possession of cocaine 
and theft by unlawful tak-
ing, $500-$1,499, both Class 1 
misdemeanors. Short faces up 
to one year incarceration and/
or up to a $1,000 fine on each 
count. 

The agreement also included 
agreement by Short to pay res-
titution in an as yet undeter-
mined amount. Public defend-
er Pat Carney told the judge 
some money was being held 
as evidence. Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith said some 
of the stolen cash had been 
recovered. He said Short had a 
small amount of cocaine.

Kube ordered a presentence 
investigation and set sentenc-
ing for Sept. 27. Bond is contin-
ued in the amount of $20,000, 
10%. Amended bond condi-
tions allow for residence at 
Oxford House in Norfolk.

Brennon J. Coleman, 39, 
of Randolph faced Kube for 
pretrial hearing on a charge of 
third-degree domestic assault, 
second offense, a Class 3A 
felony. Coleman also reached 
a plea bargain with Smith. 
Smith filed an amended 
complaint charging Coleman 
with third-degree domestic 
assault, first offense, a Class 

Plea bargains reached in AC District Court

“I’m looking at the financial 
implications of implementing 
soil health principles … I like 
the idea of minimum distur-
bance (no-till),” he said. “It’s 
got to pay for itself

On Monday morning, in the 
Meis’ kitchen, the two families 
shared with The Elgin Review 
how each has gained a better 

understanding of ag-related 
issues, how there are many 
similarities.

“We can do things so much 
better when we learn from 
each other, practices in dif-
ferent parts of the world. We 
learn these practices which 

See COURT, Page 10

See SCHOLAR, Page 10

1 misdemeanor and agreed to 
file no additional charges in 
the case, retaining the right 
to make recommendation at 
sentencing. Coleman entered a 
no contest plea to the amended 
charge. Kube found him guilty, 
ordered a presentence investi-
gation and set sentencing for 
Sept. 27.

Bond is continued at $20,000, 
10%, with amendment to al-
low indirect contact with the 
victim to set up time for and 
remove personal property 
from victim’s house, as long 
as someone from the sheriff’s 
office is present.

Rider C. Short, 23, of Oak-
dale faced Kube for arraign-
ment on Count I, operating a 
motor vehicle to avoid arrest, 
a Class 4 felony bound over 
from county court, along 
with Count II that was direct 
filed in district court, theft by 
unlawful taking, greater than 
$5,000, a Class 2A felony. Both 
crimes are alleged July 4 in 
downtown Neligh.

If convicted, Short faces 
a penalty of up to two years 
incarceration and/or up to a 
$10,000 fine on Count I and up 
to 20 years incarceration and 
restitution on Count II.

Short pleaded not guilty and 
requested jury trial. Pretrial 
hearing is set Aug. 30, with 
a jury trial set Oct. 10. Bond, 
in the amount of $20,000, 10% 
cash, is continued. 

Smith dismissed, without 
prejudice, a charge of violat-
ing conditions of the Sexual 
Offender Registration Act that 
was filed against Isaac Ander-
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NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

Estate of Rodney D. Roland, 
Deceased.

Case No. PR. 22-27
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that a Petition for Authority to 

Notice — Estate of Rodney D. Roland
Sell Real Property of the Dece-
dent has been filed and is set 
for hearing in the County Court 
of Antelope County, Nebraska, 
located at the Antelope County 
Courthouse, Neligh, Nebraska, 
on August 16, 2023, at or after 
9:00 o’clock a.m.

Amy M. Eisenhauer

Attorney for Petitioner
P.O. Box 707

201 North Broadway
Bloomfield, NE 68718

(402) 373-4240
PUBLISH: July 26, August 2 & 9, 
2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
Notice is hereby given that 

the Articles of Incorporation of 
Oakdale Community Betterment 
Club, Inc a Nebraska corporation 
(the Corporation), were filed with 
the Nebraska Secretary of State 
on 06/20/2023. The registered 
office of the corporation is 904 
Wilson St Oakdale, Nebraska 
68761 and the registered agent 
at such address is Jasmine 
Kysar. The purposes for which 

the Corporation is organized 
is to engage in any lawful busi-
ness for which a corporation may 
be formed under the Nebraska 
Business Corporation Act. The 
aggregate number of shares 
which the Corporation shall have 
authority to issue is Zero (0) of 
common stock. The name and 
street address of the incorpora-
tors are as follows: Wanda Cor-
nett, Member, 306 Jenks St Oak-

dale, NE 68761. Charlotte Tracy, 
Member,409 Walther Oakdale, 
NE 68761. Jasmine Kysar, Trea-
surer, 904 Wilson St Oakdale, 
NE 68761. Gene Kinnan, Chair-
man, 101 Taylor St Oakdale, NE 
68761. Sharon Kinnan, Secre-
tary, 101 Taylor St Oakdale, NE 
68761.
PUBLISH: August 2, 9 and 16, 
2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Incorporation — Oakdale Community Betterment Club

NOTICE OF REGULAR 
MEETING OF WHEELER 

CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS         
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING
DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 

COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OF THE WHEELER CEN-
TRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 
BE HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA

ON: MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 
2023  

TIME: FOLLOWING BUDGET 
AMENDMENT HEARING.    

WHICH MEETING WILL BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT, WHEELER CENTRAL 
SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, NE-
BRASKA

DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 

EDUCATION
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: August 2, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — 
Wheeler Central 

District #45 Board of 
Education

Editor’s note: This article 
was written by Karen Pokorny 
and Marilyn Booth, members of 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
Bartlett. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett closed their doors 
on July 23, 2023. The closing of 
the church was due to not hav-
ing a pastor, low attendance 
and losing so many of their 
members.  

The church broke ground on 
June 1981. 

The basement was started 
the next month and the build-
ing continued with many hard- 
working hands.  

Church services were held 
Sunday mornings with Sunday 
School following.  

Our Savior Lutheran 
Church family was rewarded 
and grateful to have several 
blesssed souls baptized and 
confirmed. 

Weddings and funeral 
services also took place at the 
Bartlett church.  

We, the ‘Chuch family,’  feel 
so fortunate and glorified to 
have carried out the follow-
ing events: Summer Bible 
School, Bible studies, potluck 
meals, Senior Luncheons, soup 
suppers, yearly Christmas 
Programs and the Christmas 
Ladies Luncheon, which was a 
very competitive and exciting 
exchange for the community 
ladies. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church of Bartlett held their last service on 
Sunday, July 23. The church broke ground in June 1981. Photo sub-
mitted

The “Church’ family is very 
sad to see Our Savior Luther-
an Church close, but we know 
that God is steadfast and is 
always with us and will lead 
us in the right direction.

(The 23 Psalm.)  The Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. He re-
storeth my soul; he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake.  Yea though I 
walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort 
me. Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of 
mine enemies; thou anointest 
my head with oil: my cup run-
neth over.  Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.   

*****
The Wheeler County Fair 

will be held this week, end-
ing on August 6.  That means 
summer is officially over. 
School doors will soon reopen.

Bartlett NewsBartlett News

All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of original charge(s).
Sandra E. Delgadillo 

Medina, O’Neill, NE 7/10/23 
speeding 75/65 mph/no 
operator’s license, fined $100 - 
Johnson.

Marcia F. Stinger, Sioux 
Falls, SD 7/10/23 speeding 
75/65 mph, fined $25 - Mohr.

Erwin Herberth Perez, 
Ainsworth, NE 6/19/23 no 
valid registration-car/pickup/
stepvan, fined $25 - Kavan.

Dilber Gutierrez, Columbus, 
NE 6/10/23 speeding 75/65 
mph/ no operator’s license, 
fined $100 - Miller.

Garry L. Nielsen, Niobrara, 
NE 7/11/23 exceed width 
limits, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Mark A. Homan (Homan 

Monument Service), 
Creighton, NE 7/5/23 CMV-
Brake general, fined $50 - 
Asche.

Kourtney K. Huff, Meadow 
Grove, NE 6/14/23 speeding 
45/30 mph, fined $25 - Keetle.

Madison R. Knudsen, 
Stanton, NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$300 - Keetle.

Hunter C. White, Rising 
City, NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$300 - Keetle.

Bailey E. Bernstrauch, 
Norfolk, NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$300 - Pfeifer.

Kaylee L. Bruns, Wayne, NE 
6/24/23 minor in possession-
ages 19/20-1st off, fined $300/
licensed impounded for 30 

days - Pfeifer.
Dominique A. Hobbs, 

Norfolk, NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$500 - Pfeifer.

Ashton C. Kruse, 
Norfolk,NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$500 - Pfeifer.

Austin J. Mastera, 
Bellwood, NE 6/24/23 minor 
in possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$300 - Pfeifer.

Evan R. Strain, Silver 
Creek, NE 6/24/23 minor in 
possession-ages 19/20-1st off, 
fined$300/license impounded 
30 days - Pfeifer.

Brittany J. Beckwith, 
Atkinson, NE 6/24/23 minor 
in possession-ages 19/20, fined 
$300 - Pfeifer.
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Money changes
everything

As a college football fan, last 
week I was minding my own 
business, counting down the 
days to the start of the season.

Nebraska and its new 
coach Matt Ruhle will open 
the season on August 31 at 
Minnesota under the stars 
against 
shiny 
forehead 
P.J. 
Fleck. 
The 
‘golden 
dome’ 
will 
coach the 
Gophers 
with a 
dark 
cloud 
over the 
program 
as an 
athlete 
has 
raised 
similar 
issues 
to what 
happened at Northwestern 
with the firing of Coach Pat 
Fitzgerald.

To me, the game is a toss-up. 
Nobody really knows what 
the Huskers are going to look 
or play like in the opener. No 
one is sure what the attitude of 
Fleck’s team will be under the 
lights.

Of all the stories about the 
upcoming season, the biggest 
story leading up to the season 
opener comes from friendly 
Folsom Field, the home of the 
Colorado Buffaloes.

Prime Time’s bosses in 
the athletic department 
announced Wednesday the 
school will be loading up 
mascot Ralphie and head back 
to the Big 12 Conference for 
the start of the 2024 season.

Colorado left for the PAC-
12 the same year when 
Nebraska left for the Big 10. 
Neither team has enjoyed past 
successes in their new homes. 
The jury is still out on NU, 
but CU bolted back to where 
the Buffaloes used to roam.
Their return to the Big 12 
will coincide with Texas and 
Oklahoma going to the SEC.

If Prime Time makes the 
Buffs competitive, and he just 
might, CU could soon become 
THE football power in the Big 
12. Still, to do so they are going 
to have to better TCU, Kansas 
State and Oklahoma State and 
newbie Cincinnati.

I just find it ironic that the 
Buffs tucked their collective 
tails between their legs and 
headed back to the Big 12. CU 
couldn’t compete with the 
Pac-12 schools for the past 
decade, but nostalgia and the 
most important thing - dollars 
- made the change possible. 
It’s all about the almighty 
millions of dollars (TV 
contracts) in college sports. As 
Cyndi Lauper used to croon, 
“Money Changes Everything.” 
But, wouldn’t it be funny if 
the Big 12’s open arms turned 
in to “Money For Nothing.” 
Check out the band Dire 
Straits. 

You can buy a heckuva lot 
of ‘Buffalo Chips’ with those 
kinda dollars.

Speaking of the friendly 
folks in Colorado, I have just 
one story. We helped sponsor a 
church ski trip for high school 
kids to Eldora just outside of 
Boulder. We got there early 
enough Friday evening and 
spent the night at the Holiday 
Inn. The adult sponsors went 
to the hot tub, the kids to 
the pool. In the hot tub, the 
preacher I noticed next to me 
had a red rose tattoo below 
her collarbone and above her 
rib cage. What once was a 
striking red rose looked more 
like a dandelion which had 
recently been sprayed with 
Roundup. That, my friends, is 
a cautionary tale.

Sometimes, it’s tough being 
me. Just say’n.

SPINNING SPINNING 
TALESTALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

A benefit for Brandon “Buff” Henn will be held next month 
in Elgin. The event will be Saturday, August 19, at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in Elgin. Starting at 5 p.m., the medical 
fundraiser will feature a hamburger supper with salads and 
more. There will be a silent auction.

The benefit will be held to help Henn with medical bills that 
are going to result from his fight against cancer. 

Henn benefit to be August 19

Summer
Baseball
Seasons
Are Over

Baseball season has wrapped 
up for a number of Elgin play-
ers who competed out of town. 
(Above) Blake Henn (l) and Dy-
lon Lueking (r) bump fists prior 
to the start of the district tour-
nament against Albion. Henn 
played for the O’Neill/Neligh 
seniors while Lueking spent 
time playing between junior and 
senior legion. (Right) Max Henn 
played Pony League for Neligh 
along with Justice Blecher and 
Joseph McNally (not pictured). 
Henn played in the Quad County 
All-Star game. Photos submitted
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Australia may be half a world away from Antelope County, but on Sunday night and Monday morning, 
agriculture practices were shared at the Jim Meis farm southeast of Elgin. Pictured (l-r) are Anne, Jim 
and Jon Meis, Daniel and Emily Dempster and their children Edward and Andrew. E-R photo/LMorgan

we can take home. That’s what 
you’re hoping for (to make the 
environment better),” Demp-
ster said.

Where the Dempster’s live in 
western Australia, where ev-
ery drop of water is precious, 
they are seasonally dependent 
on rainfall. He described the 
area he calls home as having a 
‘Mediterranean climate.’ The 
growing season is during the 
winter months. It all ties into 
when the rain season starts. 
Once it stops raining, all veg-
etation dries up and dies. The 
area there is totally reliant 
on rain to produce crops such 
as wheat, barley and canola 
as well as lupins and oats. 
The primary market for those 
crops is Southeast Asia.

Windmills are used to pump 
water for livestock, but water 
used for drinking, etc., comes 
via pipelines. The area aver-
ages 17 inches of rain a year, 
similar to parts of Western 
Nebraska where NRDs have 
limited property owners to as 
little as 15 inches of water an-
nually to be put on crops. That, 
in part, is why he would like to 
change how they farm to better 
utilize the limited amount of 
moisture they receive from the 

skies above.
Vetch, which Elgin was once 

known as the one of the main 
suppliers for the nation and 
beyond was brought up as a 
common ground cover. Demp-
ster said he was very familiar 
with vetch as it is used in 
their pastures. However, rye 
grass is the best pasture grass. 
Pastures must be fully re-seed-
ed every year due to the dry 
environment there.

As the conversation contin-
ued, it was clear that this ex-
change of ideas and farm prac-
tices, if able to be implemented 
back home, will improve the 
Dempster’s farm operation. 
And all this comes about from 
asking simple questions like 
‘how do you do this?’ and ‘why 
do you do that?’

“Going back home, if we try 
something new, at least you’ve 
seen someone who has done 
things differently and seen 
how it works … You’ve got a bit 
of a sounding board.”

Dempster said he learned a 
great deal from visiting with 
Extension Educator Paul Jasa 
at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, known affectionately 
as a ‘pioneer’ of no-till farm-
ing.

One thing Jim Meis said 

he learned from time spent 
with the Dempster’s was how 
valuable water is. “They have 
a pipeline to bring water in. 
We can drill a well anywhere. 
That was a real light bulb mo-
ment for me,” Meis said.

As we talked more, the fam-
ily was amazed at just how 
green the land was around the 
Meis home. Across the road to 
the south, they saw cattle graz-
ing and the boys were amused 
by the chickens roaming 
freely around the yard.

For Emily, her role in the 
farming operation is similar 
to many women here in the 
midwest as she said does the 
bookkeeping for the operation. 
Outside of the home she works 
for an ag consulting service. 
Her duties vary, “depend-
ing on what they need the 
business I work for provides 
higher business management, 
grain marketing or agronomy 
services,” she said with a 
smile on her face.

How the Dempster’s came to 
Elgin could be traced back to 
Claire Friedrichsen, PhD, a 
research social scientist with 
the Northern Great Plains 
Research Laboratory based in 
Mandan, North Dakota. Anne 
happens to be her aunt and 
it was a logical choice for the 
Dempsters to visit due to Meis’ 
involvement as a director of 
the Farmers and Ranchers 
Alliance while also serving on 
the Nebraska Soybean Board.

The Meis and Dempster fam-
ilies learned a lot from each 
other in the two brief days. 
Although farming practices 
may be different in some ways, 
one thing remains the same - 
farmers here and there are all 
looking for ways to make their 
operations more profitable. 
Even if that means traveling 
halfway around the world to 
Antelope County.

From Page Six
Court
son of Brunswick last July. 

Kube granted continuances 
of pretrial hearings to the fol-
lowing defendants:

• Morgan K. Anson, 25, of 
Orchard, charged with theft 
by receiving stolen property 
valued at more than $5,000, a 
Class 2A felony, possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 4 
felony, use of motor vehicle to 
avoid arrest, a Class 4 felony, 
possession of burglar tools, a 
Class 4 felony and obstruction 
of a police officer, a Class 1 
misdemeanor, all alleged Dec. 
9, 2022, in Orchard; pretrial 
hearing continued to Aug. 30 
and jury trial to Oct. 10; bond 
continued at $50,000, 10%, with 
amendment of conditions to al-
low less frequent testing at the 
sheriff’s office – amended to 
three times per week, random, 
ordered to call sheriff’s office 
daily; 

• Jordan J. Knievel, 21, of 
Neligh, charged with Count 
I, third-degree assault on a 
peace officer, a Class 3A felony, 
Count II, false reporting, a 
Class 1 misdemeanor, and 
Count III, obstructing a police 
officer, a Class 1 misdemeanor, 
all alleged April 2 in Neligh; 
pretrial hearing continued to 
Aug. 30 and jury trial to Oct. 
10. Bond is continued in the 
amount of $10,000, 10%; and

• Koda K. Fernau, 19, of 
Clearwater, charged with a 
Class 3A felony, making ter-
roristic threat, alleged in Sep-
tember 2022; pretrial hearing 
continued to Aug. 30, jury trial 
remains Oct. 10, $25,000, 10% 
bond continued.
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