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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Audit Report Notice — Antelope County
Notice of Tax Hearing — Antelope 

County Board of Commissioners
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Equalization
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners
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Fort Benning re-dedication
program held at Neligh
See page 6

Independence Day tradition 
continues at Park Church 
See page 2

District #18
School Board to

meet Monday 
Public hearings begin at 8 a.m.

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
June 29 86 67 .00
June 30 86 57 .00
July 1 86 64 .00
July 2 86 70 .00
July 3 89 70 .00
July 4 84 63 1.78
July 5  84 67 .00
Total for last week  1.78
Total for July   1.78 
Total precipitation 2025  12.84

The high temperature last week 
was 89 degrees recorded on Thursday, 
July 3. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 57 degrees recorded 
on Monday, June 30. 

Altogether, 1.78 inches was record-
ed last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief

Editor’s Note: This continues a series 
of articles celebrating pride in our town 
and its surroundings shown through the 
experience of residents, businesses, and 
organizations. 

Though the newspaper ink is faded 
from her fingertips, The Elgin Review 
(ER) is tattooed on her heart. 

“I started in 1996 just filling in,” 
Bernice (Bernie) Siems reminisced 
from her Elgin home. “Jim and Julie 
Dickerson (former owners of the ER) 
were neighbors and asked me to help 
out some Wednesday mornings putting 
inserts in the paper.” 

Now, nearly three decades later, 
Siems will be celebrated with an open 
house at the Elgin Community Center 
Wednesday afternoon July 16th. The 
event is hosted by ER co-publishers 
and owners since 2007, Dennis and 
Lynell Morgan.  

“Retirement,” Siems called it, 
though the Morgans know they can 
call on her for special projects here 
and there, or to deliver one of her 
delectable, homemade peach pies when 

the fruit gets trucked here from Colo-
rado in August.

She’s stepping away from long 
Wednesday mornings on her feet stuff-
ing inserts, bundling newspapers, and 
affixing labels so ER subscribers get 
the local news in a timely, comprehen-
sive manner. Sometimes inserts can 
number three or four, she said, always 
including the ad for Dean’s Market, 
sometimes fliers from area medical 
establishments, and more. 

“It’s about time,” Siems quipped 
knowing her 89th birthday comes up 
in October this year. “I’ve been asking 
Dennis to find a replacement for quite 
a while now.” Truth be told, the Mor-
gan’s would likely say there’s no one 
quite like Bernie.

“Bernie has been a part of our ‘team’ 
since the day we arrived in Elgin,” 
Dennis Morgan said. “For the role she 
played here, no one could have done it 
better. And, for that, we will be forever 
grateful.” 

She’s been on call every Wednesday 
morning when the newspaper comes 
by truck from the printing press in 
Iowa, generally around 9:00 am. She’s 
on her feet two-plus hours on the long, 

east-west counter that runs about half 
the length of the ER building, which 
has been in existence since 1916. “Den-
nis kept telling me to take a break, sit 
down for 10 minutes,” Siems recounted. 
“Well, maybe five.” After all, she had 
to get the string ready, get out the tubs 
and bags, and organize the labels, do 
the stuffing, and do it all just right.  

That’s the kind of person Elgin’s 
Bernie is – dependable, hard-working, 
seldom ill or away, and fun. “Some 
of these Wednesdays we’d have a lot 
of fun eating cookies or brownies. I 
really enjoyed it,” she said with a touch 
of sadness sweeping over her sincere 
face. “I’ll miss the camaraderie.” 

One thing that won’t end is Siems’ 
ambassadorship for the ER. “Oh, it 
makes the town,” Siems said about our 
local newspaper, the only weekly in 
Antelope County reporting news on 
primarily one town. 

“It’s important to know what’s going 
on at our churches, schools, communi-
ty center, and for community events,” 
she said, and to the young people – 
“There’s more details than what you 
find on your phone. Support the ER. 
SUBSCRIBE.” 

Siems wanted readers to know that 
the ER, founded in 1897 and likely the 
oldest business still in operation in 
Elgin, does more than put out a quality 
newspaper each week. “It’s amazing 
what goes on in that little office,” she 
said listing printing of billing state-
ments for businesses, invitations, 
postcards, and more. “That Dennis and 
Lynell are very talented at their job.” 

Though she won’t require thorough 
washing of dirty fingers after handling 
newspapers each Wednesday, she defi-
nitely keeps her hands in Elgin com-
munity activities, a place she’s called 
home since her husband Warren (de-
ceased) and her moved to town in 1993.  
She’ll continue to host the Tuesday and 
Thursday morning coffee klatch at her 
Elgin Community Christian Church, 
hang out at the Elgin Community 
Center a couple times a week, and put 
together puzzles at the center and at 
home, the more complex the better. 

Thanks, Bernie, for your spirited 
step, your endearing smile, and your 
love of Elgin and its award-winning 
newspaper. 

By Jane Schuchardt

Special to The Elgin Review

No one can replace Bernie at the ER

Elgin has long prided itself on 
having access to the best in medical 
care just minutes, not miles away.

That tradition continues with the 
newest addition in care, Balanced 
Fitness, located at Workout World.

Nicole Starman is the owner of 
the newest business along Highway 
14 here in Elgin. With 11 years of 
Outpatient Physical Therapy expe-
rience, she will offer:

• Guidance in postpartum fitness
• Increased mobility and strength 

throughout the day
• Assistance for patients who 

notice a difference between the left 
and right side of their body with 
their daily activities

• Care for treating any weakness-
es in a child’s daily activities or 
sports

“My passion is helping people to 
feel better and live better. Teach-
ing people the correct movements 
and positions while they exercise 
to benefit their body is my goal. 
Sometimes it is a slight change 
in your sitting/standing/sleeping 
position that can help the most. We 
shouldn’t have to navigate life with 
the pain or compensations while we 
age and our bodies change.”   

Offering care for ages fifth grade 
and older, Mrs. Starman said that, 
with the help of Postural Resto-
ration™ and traditional exercises, 
she can treat problematic areas as 
one unit assessing patterns and po-
sitioning, then she can create a plan 
to work towards one’s specific goals 
to achieve balanced fitness.

“We have members in our com-
munity that are wanting to get back 
to fitness after having children and 
children that show compensatory 
patterns as their bodies grow that I 
can guide into the right direction,” 
she said. “We will discuss specific 
goals and create your program 

Starman opens
Balanced Fitness

Available by appointment 

See STARMAN, Page 2 ▶

The District #18 Board of Educa-
tion will meet in regular session on 
Monday morning, July 14.

The meeting, to be held in the 
board meeting room at EPS, will be-
gin at 8 a.m. with a number of public 
hearings on school policies. They are:

• Policy 504.19 Student Fees Policy
• Policy 504.20 Bullying Prevention 

Policy
• Policy 1005.03 Parent Involvement 

Policy
• Policy 508.13 Wellness Policy
Following the hearings, these 

policies will be voted on during the 
regular meeting. Other ‘action’ items 
are:

• Approve the second reading of 
NASB recommended policies 502.01 
Resident Students; 502.02 Non-Res-
ident Students/Option Enrollment; 
504.06 Student Dress Code and 
Grooming; 504.12 Cell Phones and 
Other Electronic Communication 
Devices; 506.01 Student Activity Eli-
gibility; 506.10 Student Physicals for 
Athletics; 604.16 Behavioral Inter-
vention and Classroom Management; 
604.16R1 NDE Standards for System 
of Supports; 604.17 Use of Artificial 
Intelligence in the School; 605.05 
Religious-Based Exclusion from a 
School Program; 1005.03 Parental and 
Family Involvement in the Schools; 
1005.13 Parental Access to Library 
Materials.

• Approve the 2025-2026 Board 
Goals. These goals were established 
last month as part of a board retreat 
at the conclusion of the regular June 
board meeting.

• Approve purchase of two vehicles
• Approve trade-in of two vehicles

Nicole Starman has opened Balanced 
Fitness, by appointment, at Workout 
World here in Elgin.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Park Center Church west of Elgin celebrated Independence 
Day last week. Adults and children alike took part in activities 
on July 1. Children participated in games including sack races. 
See more photos on Page Two.

‘Jump around!’

E-R photo/LMorgan
Shown here with her children Debbie (l), Dave (c) and Diane (r), Bernice Siems will be 
retiring from The Elgin Review. An open house will be held Wednesday, July 16, from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the Elgin Community Center. The public is invited to attend.
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based on your goals.”  
Sessions are set up to be 

one on one and are provided 
in four one-hour increments 
to be utilized at the patient’s 
discretion (ranging from once 
a week to 2-3 times a week). A 

home exercise program will be 
provided with exercises based 
on progress and assessment 
results during each session.

“It’s not uncommon to come 
in, change your ways and 
prevent pain and live better,” 
Starman said. 

“Physical therapy goes head 
to toe or toe to head.”

The cost, she said, is $200 
for four sessions with payment 
by cash, check or Venmo — no 
insurance accepted. Sessions 
will be made to fit the patient’s 
schedule.

Mrs. Starman will be split-
ting her time between the busi-
ness and working as a parapro-
fessional for the preschool class 

 ◀ FROM Page 1

Starman
at Pope John school. 

She’s going to be a busy lady 
combining business and work at 
Pope John while raising a fam-
ily of three with her husband 
Andy Starman. 

To schedule an appointment, 
contact Nicole at (402) 380-2153 
or nstarman13@gmail.com.

A celebration to cherishA celebration to cherish

Park Congregational UCC ChurchPark Congregational UCC Church
celebrates Independence Daycelebrates Independence Day

E-R photosE-R photos
by Dennis &by Dennis &

Lynell MorganLynell Morgan
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Sixty Years Ago         July 8, 1965
Mrs. Eva Fritz announces the engagement of her daughter, Alice 

to Donald Stodola, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Stodola of Clarkson. 
Miss Fritz is a graduate of St. Boniface High School and is em-
ployed at Dale Electronics in Columbus. A September wedding is 
planned. 

The Pelster family reunion was held Sunday, June 27 in Cody 
Park in North Platte with 121 persons attending. A picnic was en-
joyed by all at noon and the afternoon was spent getting acquaint-
ed and visiting. 

Crops in this vicinity received a welcomed “shot in the arm” 
Monday night, July 5 when a turbulent storm struck here shortly 
after 9:00 and dumped two inches of moisture in Elgin. Elgin’s 
measurable June precipitation totaled 3.95 inches, according to the 
Bank of Elgin. 

The Ray Pelsters are building a new brick veneer residence in 
Belaire Addition, east of the Mrs. Johanna Beckman home. Work 
started this week on the basement of the 38x68 structure. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Kallhoff of O’Neill are the parents of an 8 
lb. son, Greg Allan, born June 28, 1965.       

Fifty Years Ago    July 3, 1975

Elgin Firemen and Rescue Unit answered the call early Thurs-
day morning when the Joe Thiele auto burned just south of the 
Mrs. Robert Bergman farm home northwest of Elgin. 

Jerome Thunker, Elgin, exhibited the Grand Champion Mar-
ket Heifer and Loren Tejkl, Leigh, exhibited the Grand Champion 
Market Steer at the 8th Annual Pride of Progress Beef Review held 
Tuesday, June 24th, at the Elgin Livestock Sales, Co., Inc. 

Born Friday, June 27, 1975, a daughter, Julie Lynn, weighing 7 
pounds 6 ounces, at the Dodge County Memorial Hospital in Fre-
mont to Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Kuester of North Bend. Mrs. Kuester is 
the former Pam Busteed. 

Antelope Promenaders go through one of their routine dances 
during their Wednesday evening performances Wednesday eve-
ning during the Vetch Days Celebration. This square dance group 
has been one of the Vetch Days features for several years. 

St. Boniface Catholic Church was the scene of the June 28th 
wedding of Sally Ann Johansen of Plainview and Alvin Lee Hoefer 
of Elgin. The 2:00 p.m. double ring ceremony was performed by 
Father Hugh F. Schwartz of Elgin with 275 present.        

Thirty Years Ago  July 5, 1995

By January, 1996, the signal of a new ABC television affiliate is 
expected to be broadcast from a new tower and transmitter facility 
located west of Elgin. The new full-service commercial station will 
be based in Lincoln. 

Antelope County’s 911 emergency calling system has worked 
well since it began on July 1, 1994. From July 1, 1994 to June 30, 
1995, the countywide 911 system has received 291 emergency calls. 

Kathy Schindler of Elgin, a junior social work major at Dana 
College in Blair, NE, is one of 208 students who have been named 
to the Den’s List for achieving academic excellence during spring 
semester of the 1994-95 academic year. In order to be eligible for the 
Dean’s List, a student must maintain a minimum grade grade point 
average of 3.5 or better out of a possible 4.0. 

Descendants of the late John J. and Gertrude (Kallhoff) Thiele 
gathered for their 43rd annual family reunion June 23-25 at North 
Little Rock, AR. A total of 75 persons attended the reunion from 
Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, Tennessee, Alabama and Arkansas. 

Frank and Jean Starman of Kearney, NE are the parents of twin 
daughters, Lindsey Ellyn and Morgan Leigh, born Friday, June 
30, 1995. Lindsey weighed five pounds, four ounces, and Morgan 
weighed five pounds, 10 ounces.    
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Monday, July 14: Sloppy 
joes, cheesy hashbrowns, 
green beans, strawberry/
peach mix, bread & butter, 
milk.

Tuesday, July 15: Ham & 
noodle bake, peas, lettuce sal-
ad w/tomatoes, apricots, bread 
& butter, milk.

Wednesday, July 16: 
Chicken & stuffing casserole, 
mixed vegetables, lettuce sal-
ad w/tomatoes, plums, bread & 
butter, milk.

Thursday, July 17: Liver & 
onions OR ham, baked potato, 
harvard beets, fruit cocktail, 
bread/butter, milk

Friday, July 18: Chicken 
& rice casserole, broccoli, raw 
carrots, tropical fruit, bread/

butter, milk.
All meals served with bread 

& butter. 
Menus are provided by the 

Community Center and are 
subject to change).

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 
Serving starts at approx-

imately 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. 

Takeout starts at 11:30 a.m. 
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. to reserve a meal for that 
day. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus

Exposing my children to the world of camp
One of the things my children 

look forward to most in the 
summer is camp.  Whether it’s a 

day camp or a sleepaway camp, 
these experiences have been 
amazing for them and it’s some-

thing that as long as we’re able 
to do it, we’ll continue.  If you’ve 
never sent your child to camp, 

I’d urge you to consider it.
The first time my oldest went 

away to a week long camp in the 
summer, I was nervous.  He had 
never been away from home for 
that long and I wondered how he 
would do.  He didn’t know many 
of the other kids that were 
going, and it’s nerve-wracking 
for a mother to send her kid into 
the unknown.  He also wasn’t 
old enough 
for a phone 
so there is 
zero com-
munica-
tion while 
there.

When 
he came 
back, I felt 
like he had 
matured 
so much 
while 
away.  He 
made 
friends, 
had an 
amaz-
ing time, 
and deepened his relationship 
with Christ.  His attitude was 
different (for a little while), and 
he cherished those memories 
immensely. My middle son also 
loved his first camp experience; 
however, he had a harder time 
adjusting.  He’s more sensitive 
and the homesickness struck 
him hard. It took a few days for 
him to stop feeling homesick 
and to really enjoy himself.  
However, he still came home 
with more confidence and no 
voice from yelling and scream-
ing while having a blast.

Our daughter, the youngest, 
begged and pleaded to go to 
camp for years like her broth-
ers.  When she finally was old 
enough, she was only a little 
nervous, but mostly excited.  
I’m pretty sure she didn’t miss 
us at all.  She’s a social butter-
fly and really came out of her 
shell while away.  She made new 
friends and was already talking 
about the following year when 
she would be able to return.

As hard as it is for a mom 
to let her kids go away with 
strangers for a long period, I 
saw the benefits immediately.  
They were forced to get out of 
their comfort zones.  Plus, they 
didn’t have their mom lurking 
around every corner and cor-
recting their behavior.  I wasn’t 
there either to encourage them 
to try new things.  They had to 
navigate this experience all on 
their own.

The time away from parents 
allows them to feel self-assured.  
They are forced to be with peo-
ple they don’t know, they are in-
troduced to new activities, and 
they form bonds and relation-
ships that may otherwise not 
occur.  Every time they come 
back from camp, they always 
seem a little older to me.  They 
are re-energized in a different 
way, albeit exhausted from the 
week’s activities. This year, 
my daughter did a day camp at 
church.  Although she misses 
the away part, she’s still coming 
back with all sorts of cheers and 
songs.  

She’s enjoying her counselor 
and has stories for days.  These 
are experiences that I just 
can’t recreate at home for them 
and something I don’t take for 
granted.  Day camps are a great 
way to introduce them to camp 
life without the sleepover part. 

Whether it’s for the day, for 
the week, or longer, I think 
getting away from parents and 
allowing them to discover who 
they are is a valuable thing.  
I would highly recommend 
exposing children to the world 
of camp.  And hey, you get some 
quieter days in the summer too.

Comments can be sent to 
talesofatiredmomma@gmail.

com.

Bartlett News
Once again the village of 

Ericson held a first rate 4th of 
July Parade. A cloud covering 
during the parade made it quite 
pleasant.  

Ben and I chose to eat at the 
meal sponsored by the Ericson 
Methodist Church after the 
parade. 

The meal was delicious and 
seemed to be well attended. It is 
always good to see Pastor Wad-
dle and his wife Georgia since 
they ministered at the Bartlett 
Methodist Church for many 
years.  Alan Ramsey (driving), Rob Ita and daughter Grace Ita (in back) represent-

ing the Wheeler GOP Republican Party at the 4th of July parade in Ericson.

Aidan Maddux had a great time with a watergun on a float at the Ericson 4th of July Parade. The float was spon-
sored by the Wheeler County American Legion Post. He attended Boy’s State in Lincoln in June and was spon-
sored by the Wheeler County Legion Post.

Bartlett Lions Club participated in the Ericson 4th of July parade with a festive float.

Photos submitted See BARTLETT, Page 8 ▶
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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Big, beautiful bill would deal bad 
news for rural hospitals and Medicaid 
recipients

There’s some good news and plen-
ty of bad news for Nebraska’s rural 
hospitals.

Just recently, state officials cheered 
the announcement that the federal 
government had approved the state’s 
application to join a program, already 
involving 44 other states, that would 
provide an additional $1 billion to the 
state’s hospitals and nursing facilities.

But, at the same time, there’s 
concern that President Trump’s “Big 
Beautiful Bill” will severely cut the 
federal funding for Medicaid, which is 
a major revenue source for hospitals.

Times were already tough enough 
for rural hospitals, which not only pro-
vide life-saving medical care but are 
major employers in rural communities.

More than half 
of the state’s rural, 
independent crit-
ical access hospi-
tals were operating 
at a loss, according 
to the Nebraska 
Hospital Associ-
ation. In recent 
years, more than 
one in five rural 
hospitals have cut 
back services due 
to financial strug-
gles – services 
like delivering 
babies and treating 

mental illnesses. There are predictions 
that six rural hospitals will close if the 
proposed Medicaid cuts are approved.

Medicaid – health care for the dis-
abled and low-income individuals that 
is jointly funded by the feds and the 
state (Medicare is health insurance for 
the elderly) – pays for 26% of all emer-
gency room visits to rural hospitals 
and 44% of the bills for minor children, 
according to the Hospital Association. 
Almost half of all Medicaid recipients 
in Nebraska live in rural areas. 

In short, it’s a big deal for hospitals 
in our rural communities.

And the bad news is that the pro-
posed beautiful bill would make a 
sizable cut in federal subsidies for 
Medicaid. 

How sizable? The bill advanced by 
the House of Representatives would cut 
$88 billion a year, or about 31% of what 
Nebraska spends per resident on Med-
icaid, according to the Kaiser Family 

Foundation, which tracks health care 
issues. 

That group says that there are 97,000 
children on Medicaid in Nebraska, 
44,000 adults and 13,000 seniors and 
those with disabilities. One in three 
children in our state under the age of 6 
are covered by Medicaid.

The version of the bill being ad-
vanced by the U.S. Senate makes even 
deeper cuts, nearly $160 billion more 
over 10 years. So the total cuts would 
top $1 trillion over 10 years.

When federal reimbursements 
go down, the state could pick up the 
difference. But it’s estimated that Ne-
braska would have to spend $1.3 billion 
over the next eight years to make that 
difference up. 

More than 100,000 Nebraskans could 
lose Medicaid coverage, according to 

the Nebraska Rural Health Associa-
tion. 

Nebraska, as we saw in the last leg-
islative session, is scraping the cookie 
jars to fund state government, so state 
funding seems unlikely. And our U.S. 
Senators and Representatives seems to 
be fully on board with the big bill.

Both the House and Senate bill have 
new work requirements to qualify for 
Medicaid. But that kind of ignores the 
fact that most people on Medicaid are 
already working – nearly two-thirds 
of recipients ages 19-64 already work. 
And many of those not working cannot 
due to caretaker responsibilities or 
disabilities.

A nurse from the Webster County 
Hospital in Red Cloud gave a sobering 
prediction at a recent news conference 
covered by the Lincoln Journal-Star.

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

When I was Governor, we focused on providing 
great services to Nebraskans.  The federal govern-
ment should do the same.  Now that I’m in the Senate, 
my team and I are here to help Nebraskans navigate 
the bureaucracy.  

We have offices in Scottsbluff, Kearney, Lincoln, 
Omaha, and Washington, D.C.  We also host Mobile 
Office Hours across the state.  We have already 

visited all 93 counties this year 
and we visited them all twice 
last year.  Our team is specially 
trained in assisting constituents 
with concerns and complaints.  
We can also answer questions 
about services, eligibility, or ben-
efits from federal agencies like 
the Veterans Affairs, Medicare, 
or the Internal Revenue Service.  
I’m proud of our work to cut red 
tape and deliver wins for Nebras-
kans. 

In 2024, we helped nearly 
800 Nebraskans access federal 
services. We also helped constit-
uents save or recover nearly $5 

million from the federal government.  We continue 
that work this year and have already returned $1.3 
million in constituent savings for Nebraskans. Rich-
ard out in the Panhandle is one example.  He’s a dis-
abled veteran.  His disability requires him to get sig-
nificant help for everyday tasks, like going through 
his mail.  Late last year, the VA notified Richard that 
he owed nearly $20,000.  This was because his depen-

dent status had not been updated since 2015.  Richard 
was shocked by this, as he had never been informed 
an update was needed.  That’s because his VA notic-
es had been inadvertently thrown away without his 
awareness.   

Richard contacted my office in Lincoln after trying 
for months to submit the needed paperwork.  This 
disabled veteran had no way of repaying this debt 
that he accidentally incurred.  My team got involved 
and helped establish a claim.  The VA updated his 
dependent status which wiped away Richard’s debt, 
saving him nearly $20,000. 

A couple from Dodge County contacted my office 
asking for help.  They always file their taxes on 
paper.  In 2023, the IRS made a big mistake and said 
they owed over $34,000.  Not only did these Nebras-
kans not owe money, but they were due a refund of 
over $25,000.  The IRS then refused to pay their 2022 
refund because of the mix-up.  

This couple tried to fix it themselves.  They sent 
letters asking for help and got no response.  They 
even met with the IRS in Omaha.  When they came to 
my office for help, our casework team got to work im-
mediately.  We found the IRS’s mistakes and showed 
them they were wrong.  

Soon after that, the Nebraskans finally got a 
refund check for over $22,000.  That included al-
most $1,500 in interest—which still wasn’t the right 
amount.  After more hard work, we helped them get 
another check.  In the end, the Dodge County couple 
received the money they were owed.  It took more 
than a year, but we never gave up.  

Other times, oversight means ensuring Nebraska 

companies are not overlooked on federal directories.  
A healthcare provider in Eastern Nebraska reached 
out to my office.  They are an in-network provider for 
TRICARE.  TRICARE is the health care program that 
serves our military members, veterans, and their 
families.  However, TRICARE’s website failed to list 
this provider as an acceptable option. That simple 
omission caused serious confusion.  Patients didn’t 
know they could get care from this provider.  As a 
result, this provider faced an estimated $150,000 in 
lost revenue. 

My team reached out to TriWest, a contractor who 
manages TRICARE’s network in our region.  We 
pushed them to fix the website and ensure this pro-
vider was listed correctly.  Thanks to our efforts, the 
problem was resolved.  The VA website was updated.   

Now, military families and veterans who are 
TRICARE beneficiaries can see this proud Nebraska 
company listed as a trusted, in-network provider. 
That’s not just a win for this provider.  It’s a win for 
every Nebraskan who depends on clear information 
and quality care. 

These are just three of many examples of how 
my team and I work every day to help Nebraskans 
navigate the federal bureaucracy.  We’re continu-
ing the fight to protect taxpayer dollars and ensure 
federal agencies serve the people.  From streamlining 
government to cutting taxes on Social Security, tips, 
and military retirement benefits, I’ll keep working to 
make government work better.  

We’re going to continue delivering excellent 
customer service for our constituents.  Nebraskans 
deserve nothing less.

Piling up wins for Nebraskans

‘Big, Beautiful Bill’ would deal bad news 
for rural hospitals, Medicaid recipients

The nurse said the small hospital is 
already operating at a loss and would 
likely close if the big bill includes the 
deep cuts in Medicaid.

And what if you had a heart attack 
in the home of Willa Cather? Instead 
of a five-minute ride to the hospital, it 
would mean a 40-minute ride north to 
Hastings. 

Think about that.
*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun. 

A native of Ralston, Nebraska, he 
loves traveling and writing about the 
state.

Last week, pro-life Americans 
marked the anniversary of the Su-
preme Court’s Dobbs v Jackson 2022 
ruling which restored states’ ability 
to affirm the constitutional right to 
life for unborn children. For nearly 
five decades prior, the hopeful witness 
of pro-life advocates, perseverance of 
pregnancy centers tirelessly serving 
their local communities, and faithful 
work of many at multiple levels of 
public service planted the seeds for a 
culture of life, which continues to grow 
to the benefit of mothers, babies, and 
fathers in need of hope.

As a cosponsor of the Life at Con-
ception Act, which would implement 
equal protection for all people, born 
and preborn, as guaranteed in the 
14th Amendment to the Constitution, 
I recognize the pro-life movement 
has more work to do. Since the Dobbs 
decision, Nebraska and many other 
states have moved to establish greater 
pro-life safeguards, including protec-
tion recently enshrined in our state 
Constitution.

At the federal level, the Hyde 
Amendment, traditionally attached to 
annual appropriations bills, prohibits 
federal funding 
of abortion proce-
dures. I have long 
supported ending 
federal taxpayer 
funding of Planned 
Parenthood, whose 
2023-2024 annual 
report showed it 
performed more 
than 402,000 abor-
tions—a record 
number. With House 
passage of the rec-
onciliation package 
in May of this year, 
I voted to defund the 
organization, which 
performs approximately 40 percent of 
abortions annually.

This week, the Supreme Court 
upheld the state of South Carolina’s de-
termination Planned Parenthood does 
not qualify to receive Medicaid funds. 

Before the oral arguments in this 
case, I joined my colleagues in the 
House and Senate in signing on to an 
amicus brief supporting South Caroli-
na’s position. 

This is a win for states like Nebras-
ka, which moved to redirect federal 
funding from abortion providers in 
2019. 

It is significant to remember pro-
life pregnancy centers and commu-
nity health clinics vastly outnumber 
Planned Parenthood locations. 

Ensuring taxpayer dollars go where 
they can best serve pregnant women 
and children in need is vitally import-
ant.

In Congress, likeminded colleagues 
and I are working hard to improve sup-
port for solutions such as the miracle 
of adoption and modernize programs 
to better serve the specific needs of 
less fortunate Americans everywhere. 
As part of the 2024 reauthorization 
of programs under Title IV-B of the 
Social Security Act, I led the Youth and 
Family Engagement in Child Welfare 
Act, which requires states to consult 
with children and families with rele-
vant lived experiences when crafting 
their state child welfare plans. Simple 
innovations like this can go a long way 
in ensuring federal dollars are used as 
effectively as possible to make a posi-
tive impact in our communities.

The 14th Amendment’s right to life is 
fundamental to all other rights. Rights 
to free speech, privacy, religious exer-
cise, peaceful assembly, or any other 
are not available to anyone without 
this protection for the lives of individu-
als as they come into the world. Ronald 
Reagan once captured the irony of this 
when he said, “I’ve noticed that every-
body that is for abortion, has already 
been born.” As a movement of love and 
compassion, the pro-life cause aims to 
provide life-giving options for those in 
need.

Right to life is
fundamental to
all other rights

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith
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Beginning July 1, Boone 
County Health Center (BCHC) 
proudly joined hospitals and 
clinics across Nebraska in 
launching Postpartum Alert: 
A Life-Saving Maternal Safety 
Initiative, a new program led by 
the Nebraska Perinatal Quali-
ty Improvement Collaborative 
(NPQIC). 

The initiative aims to im-
prove postpartum care and 
outcomes for mothers during 
the critical six weeks following 
delivery.

As part of this statewide ef-
fort, BCHC will introduce a sim-
ple, effective tool to help keep 
postpartum patients safe: a teal 
wristband. These wristbands 
will be worn by new mothers 
for six weeks after childbirth 
to alert healthcare providers 
of their recent delivery, ensur-
ing timely care and quicker 
recognition of any postpartum 
complications.

“This initiative is about 
enhancing awareness and 
supporting mothers in a vulner-
able time,” said Angie Schalk, 
Education Coordinator at Boone 
County Health Center. “The 
teal wristbands are a visual 
reminder for all medical staff 
that helps prioritize care for 
postpartum patients—no mat-
ter where or why they’re being 
seen.”

The Postpartum Alert initia-

BCHC supports statewide effort to strengthen postpartum care
tive is grounded in the recog-
nition that, while childbirth is 
a joyful experience, the weeks 
that follow can carry serious 
health risks. 

Nationally, the U.S. sees 
higher maternal mortality rates 
than many other developed 
nations, and Nebraska ranks 
17th in the country. Many com-

plications—such as high blood 
pressure, blood clots, infection, 
or mental health challenges—
arise after mothers leave the 
hospital.

By using a wristband to 
clearly communicate postpar-
tum status, the program helps 
providers act quickly when 
patients show signs of distress. 

Emergency symptoms such as 
chest pain, shortness of breath, 
heavy bleeding, or thoughts 
of self-harm should prompt 
immediate medical attention. 
Additional signs like persistent 
headaches, swelling, fever, or 
dizziness should be discussed 
with a healthcare provider 
without delay.

BCHC is committed to 
promoting early detection and 
timely treatment by encourag-
ing new mothers to wear the 
wristband, attend all follow-up 
appointments, take medications 
as prescribed, and seek help 
when something feels wrong.

NPQIC, formed in 2015 and 
funded by the CDC, is one of 36 

perinatal quality collaboratives 
in the U.S. focused on improv-
ing care for mothers and new-
borns through statewide col-
laboration and evidence-based 
practices.

To learn more about Postpar-
tum Alert and how to recognize 
maternal health warning signs, 
visit www.npqic.org.

A Neligh man tested positive 
for THC before his pretrial con-
ference scheduled for the June 
25 session of Antelope County 
District Court.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith informed the Honor-
able James Kube that Antwan 
J. Deleon tested positive. Smith 
asked for a continuance and 
to keep an Oct. 20 jury trial as 
scheduled. Kube continued the 
hearing until July 30.

Defense counsel Joel Carlson 
asked that bond, set at $25,000 
- 10%, not be revoked. Carlson 
said Deleon would retest, if 
allowed.

Kube disagreed, revoking 
Deleon’s bond, and ordered him 
to be remanded for 24 hours at 
the Antelope County Law En-
forcement Center. Following his 
June 26 release, Kube ordered 
bond to be reinstated, with con-
ditions as previously ordered. 

Hearings held June 25 at Antelope County District Court
The judge also ordered Ante-
lope County Sheriff’s Office 
personnel to retest the sample 
provided and, if it tested nega-
tive, Deleon may be released.

He was remanded to the 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

*****
Jasmine M. Maughan, 22, of 

Neligh, appeared for a pretrial 
hearing and accepted a plea 
agreement.

Public Defender Patrick 
Carney said per the agreement, 
Maughan will plead guilty to 
Count I and the state will dis-
miss Counts II, III, and IV.

Maughan pleaded guilty to 
driving under the influence of 
alcoholic liquor - serious bodily 
injury, a Class IIIA Felony.

Kube ordered a presentence 
investigation and ordered 
Maughan to appear for restitu-
tion and sentencing hearings on 

Aug. 27.
Bond in the amount of $50,000 

- 10% was continued, with con-
ditions as previously ordered.

*****
A Beatrice man charged with 

one count of sexual assault - 1st 
degree, a Class II felony, ap-
peared for motions’ hearings 
and requested a continuance.

Dustin Garrison, counsel for 
defendant Thomas Warnke, told 
Kube that discovery issues had 
been resolved and requested to 
withdraw those motions. Kube 
sustained the request.

Garrison said depositions 
were scheduled for July 11, and 
Kube sustained the Motion for 
Depositions.

Smith said he filed a Motion 
for Rule 104 “as normal proto-
col” and requested to schedule 
the hearing after depositions 
were complete.

Garrison requested a conti-

uance for the pretrial confer-
ence and jury trial. Warnke 
will appear Aug. 27 for pretrial 
conference. Jury trial is slated 
to begin Oct. 20.

Bond, set at $50,000 - 10%, 
with conditions previously or-
dered, remains in effect.

*****
Brian G. Tibbens, 54, of Supe-

rior, appeared for a show cause 
hearing on restitution from a 
2021 case where he was pleaded 
guilty to one count of assault - 
1st degree, a Class II felony.

Kube learned Tibbens made 
a $50 payment that day. Tibbens 
said he had been on temporary 
disability since Aug. 8, 2023, 
due to a work injury. He said he 
could make a $100 monthly pay-
ment toward remaining restitu-
tion balance of $7,672.

Tibbens requested a continu-
ance to make payments toward 
restitution, and Kube ordered 
him to pay $100 each month.

He will appear Dec. 16, for a 
show cause restitution hearing.

*****
Arnulfo Adame-Salas, 27, of 

Norfolk, appeared for an eviden-
tiary hearing on a Motion for 
Absolute Discharge.

Carney told Kube he was 
working on a stipulation of 
facts and requested a continu-
ance. Adame-Salas will appear 
Aug. 27. Bond, in the amount of 
$20,000 - 10%, with previous con-
ditions, remains in effect.

Adame-Salas is charged with 
three counts of delivery/dis-
pense/distribute/manufacture/
possess controlled substance - 
Sch 1, 2, 3, all Class IIA felonies.

*****
Suni R. Moone, also known 

as Jeshua Divis, appeared for a 
pretrial conference and motion 
to endorse/discovery, in a 2024 
case where Moone is charged 
with two amended counts of 
burglary/habitual criminal, 

Class IIA felonies; and one 
count of theft - unlawful taking 
$5,000+, a Class IIA Felony.

On May 27, Moone, who 
represents himself, requested 
a Motion for Discovery. County 
attorney Smith did not object to 
four items, but did have con-
cerned regarding a fifth item, 
which involved personal contact 
information of witnesses.

Kube sustained items one to 
four on the motion but denied 
item five. He advised Moone 
that if he needed to contact a 
specific witness, he could make 
a request through the court.

Moone made an oral motion 
to amend his Motion for Discov-
ery, to include dispatch records 
from the ACSO for Aug. 24, Aug. 
2, Aug. 28 and Aug. 29, 2024.

During the pretrial con-
ference, Moone said he had 
not received all transcripts of 
preliminary hearings from Dec. 
18, 2024; Jan. 29 and Feb. 26. 
Smith did not object but offered 
comments on proposed sharing 
costs with companion cases in 
Pierce and Madison counties. 
Kube sustained Moone’s re-
quest, noting that the time-sen-
sitive documents may not be 
received in time to prepare for 
trial as scheduled.

Moone also voiced concerns 
about custody of evidence since 
he is incarcerated in the Pierce 
County jail and jail staff are 
storing the evidence.

Smith said the jail staff is 
providing a computer to Moone 
in order to review footage. Kube 
said Moone will not be allowed 
to keep any evidence or a flash 
drive in his jail cell.

Moone is scheduled to appear 
Aug. 18 for a jury trial. Bond in 
the amount of $20,000 - 10%, was 
continued, along with previous 
conditions.

See HEARINGS, Page 8 ▶

By Greg Tharnish
Special to The Elgin Review

Thunderhead Wind Energy will soon be having wind blades 
move through Antelope County.

That’s what Road Superintendent Leigh Kluthe told the Antelope 
County Commissioners (ACC) when they met Tuesday, July 8.

Kluthe said the wind farm is looking for a route that will require 
little or no road work. He will have more information for the com-
missioners at their next meeting. Other items discussed were: 

According to information provided by contractors, re-roofing of 
the old courthouse should be completed by the end of the week.

Zoning Administrator Megan Wingate approached the commis-
sioners with a proposed zoning fee increase. She said the increase 
was two-fold: to keep up with other counties’ zoning fees and to 
cover the cost of the work done to complete all zoning requests in-
cluding research and inspecting the properties to be zoned. After a 
short discussion, the ACC passed the resolution, starting today.

Kluthe reported micro surfacing projects near Tilden and Or-
chard areas have been completed. The Elgin East culvert project, 
he said, is finished and the Royal North project is underway. 

The ACC had requests for 12 underground permits from Viaero 
to install fiber optic cable and an over-size permit request from 
JMS Crane & Rigging for wind tower maintenance. The permits 
were approved unanimously.

Also, right-of-way permits will be on next month’s agenda.

Turbine blades to be on the move



Page 6 Wednesday, July 9, 2025

Fiber Internet Fiber Internet 
Built for Built for YouYou
The Nebraska WayThe Nebraska Way

www.stealthbroadband.com

NELIGH — Antelope County 
residents had the opportunity 
just before Independence Day 
to celebrate the legacy of one of 
their own — the late U.S. Army 
Sergeant Fred Benning.

Months ago, during formal 
ceremonies held near Colum-
bus, Georgia, Fort Benning was 
officially re-dedicated in the 
memory of Benning, a World 
War I veteran who served with 
valor. Family members includ-
ing Benning’s granddaughter 
Sue Williams, they were present 

“Bee Happy at the Boone 
County Fair!” is the theme of 
141st annual Boone County 
Fair! This year’s fair will begin 
on Saturday, July 12 and will 
wrap up on Wednesday, July 
16  at the Boone County Fair-
grounds in Albion. 

July 12th kicks off at 7:30 
a.m. with the Horse Check-In 

in the indoor arena. The Horse 
Judging Contest is then at 8 
a.m. with the Horse Show to 
follow. The Open Class Entry 
Day is also from 8 a.m. and goes 
until noon with the judging at 
1:30 p.m. The Gun Show is next 
and it begins at 9 a.m. and ends 
at 5 p.m. The Barnyard Friends 
Petting Zoo then begins at 11 

a.m. and ends at 9 p.m. The 
Food Trucks will also be open 
at 11 a.m. The Antique Tractor 
Display will begin at noon and 
will end at 9 p.m. in the 4-H 
Building. Finally, the Rough 
Stock Rodeo will begin at 7:30 
p.m. with a dance to follow. The 
Clay Clear Band will be per-
forming. 

On Sunday, July 13th the 
Gun Show will begin at 9 a.m. 
and will end at 3 p.m. At 10 a.m. 
is the Interdenominational 
Church Service in the dining 
hall. The 4-H Ambassador 
Introductions will begin after 
the church service. The Food 
Trucks will open again at 11 
a.m. The Antique Tractor Dis-
play will be from noon until 9 
p.m. From 11 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
will be the Barnyard Friends 
Petting Zoo. The Parade will 
begin at 1:30 p.m. The Kid’s 
Tractor Pull will begin at 3 p.m. 
It is for ages 4-12 and will be at 
the Casey Building Parking Lot. 
The Tanner Pelster Memorial 
Races will begin at 6 p.m. The 
doors will open at noon and the 
time trials will be first with the 
race to follow. Kieth Leff will 
have three shows throughout 
the day. The last event of the 
day will be the Fashion Show at 
7:30 p.m. in the Casey communi-
ty building. 

On Monday, July 14th all 

Market Swine and Breeding 
Swine will be in their pens 
by 7:30 a.m. All Swine will be 
weighed and processed from 
7:30 to 9 a.m. The Poultry 
Check In is from 8 to 9 a.m. The 
Poultry show will then be at 9 
a.m. The show order is Poul-
try Showmanship first, then 
Clover Kid Poultry, then Market 
Broilers, and finally all other 
Poultry, and this will be in the 
Old Arena. The Market Lamb/
Meat Goat Weigh In is from 9 to 
9:30 a.m. All Livestock will be 
Stalled at 10 a.m. The Barnyard 
Friends Petting Zoo will be 
open again from 11 a.m. until 9 
p.m. The Food Trucks will open 
at 11 a.m. Rumble on the Race-
way 3.0 Check In and Weigh In 
will be from 11 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
The gates will open at 6 p.m. 
and the show will begin at 7 
p.m. in the Grandstand. From 
noon until 9 p.m. will be the 
Antique Tractor Display. The 
Rabbit, Cat, and Small Animal 
Check In will be from noon to 
1 p.m. At 1 p.m. is the Small 
Animal Show. The show order 
is cats first, then rabbits, then 
miscellaneous pets, and finally 
the Clover Kids, and it will be 
in the Old Arena. The Dog Show 
will then be at 3 p.m. Kid’s Day 
is at the Casey Building from 3 
to 6 p.m. This will include Face 
Painting, Cindy Lou “A Coun-
try Bumpkin” (storyteller and 
balloon artist), and the Keith 
Leff Magician/Comedian show. 
The D.C. Lynch Carnival will be 
from 5 to 10 p.m. on the fair-
grounds. The Amazing Zultar 
will have three shows through-
out the day. The final event of 
the day will be the Down Home 
Horse Show that will begin at 7 
p.m. 

On Tuesday, July 15 the 
Feeder Calves and Cow/Calf 
Pairs will be stalled at 7:30 a.m. 
The Goat Show will be at 9 a.m. 
with the Sheep Show to follow. 
Papa Bear’s Wood Carving will 
be from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 
Barnyard Friends Petting Zoo 
will be from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
The Food Trucks will be open 
at 11 p.m. The Antique Tractor 
Display will  be from noon until 
9 p.m. The Amazing Zultar will 
have three shows throughout 
the day again. The Beef Show 
will begin at 1 p.m. with the 

Boone County Fair gets underway Saturday

See FAIR, Page 8 ▶

then and, on Thursday they 
present again for a similar cere-
mony held outside of the Neligh 
American Legion Post 172.

Nebraska Governor Jim Pil-
len was there, so too U.S. Sen-
ator Pete Ricketts, who spoke 
along with representatives from 
Fort Benning. Also present was 
State Senator Barry DeKay.

Pillen said it was a great day 
to be a Nebraskan. He asked 
those present to look at a pic-
ture of Fred which was part of 
a handout, to look at his eyes 
and then ask themselves “Do 
we have the courage to be Fred. 
Do we have the courage to step 
up when the moment, when we 
don’t know what it is that we 
can make a difference? … He 
saved many lives. 

“We don’t have to be that big 
of a hero, right? If we look at 
Fred’s eyes and just have the 
courage to stand up for what we 
do, stand up to do what’s right,” 
the governor said.

Following the governor’s 
remarks, a sign was unveiled 
the doorway entering the legion 
hall saying “Honoring Sgt. Fred 
G. Benning WWI. Namesake of 
Fort Benning, GA.”

Earlier in the program, other 
dignitaries spoke about the 
meaning of the day’s program.

If there was a theme amongst 
the remarks made by speakers 
in nearly an hour-long presen-
tation was about the character 
of the afore-mentioned Benning 
and the importance of the name 
of a war hero to be attached to 
one of the most important mili-
tary bases in the country.

Back in Nebraska after a 
busy week in Washington, 

Ricketts said the founders of 
our nation understood that they 
would only be able to keep free-
dom if they remained involved 
in defending freedom when 
necessary.

Benning, Ricketts said, 
stepped up and served his coun-
try with honor on the battle 
field. “He continued to contrib-
ute when he came home and for 
the rest of his life,” he said. 

Benning and his brother Hen-
ry opened a bakery which he 
ran for over 45 years. Benning 
also served as post commander 
for 17 years, was elected mayor 
and later served as c0-chairman 
of Neligh’s centennial celebra-
tion. He passed away in 1974.

As our nation’s 250th will 
be celebrated in the coming 
12 months, Ricketts said it’s 
important to remember all 
the great men and women who 
serve, as well as all those in our 
communities and those who 
farm.

Fort Benning Deputy Chief 
of Staff Mike Dempsey spoke of 
Benning’s extraordinary cour-
age during military service, be-
ing awarded the Distinguished 
Service cross for his extraordi-
nary heroism in action during 
World War I with the U.S. Army 
in France in 1918. It was there, 
after his platoon commander 
had been killed and two senior 
noncommissioned officers dis-
abled, then-Corporal Benning 
tood command of the platoon 
and, through his able leader-
ship and courage, conducted 
it through heavy fire to its as-
signed position on Hill 240.One 
year earlier he enlisted in the 
Army and was later deployed 
to France with the American 
Expeditionary Forces (pres-
ent-day First Infantry Division) 
where he served as a machine 
gunner in nine battles, the most 
notable being the Meuse-Argone 
Offensive.

After the war, he said Ben-
ning, like thousands of other 
veterans, returned home to 
raise a family and become 
active in community affairs 
as well as join the American 
Legion.

“Now, in honor of his valor 
and service, all soldiers who 
passed through Fort Benning, 
60,000 annually, are expected to 
embody the war fighter spirit 
of Sergeant Fred Benning,” he 
said.

Also representing Fort Ben-
ning, Colonel Jacob White who 
commands the 198th Infantry 
Training Brigade. Awash in 
warm sunshine, White said 
the event reminded him of 
why he serves in the military. 
“It reminds me of what is so 
great about the United States 
of America, and it’s these 
moments that I cherish … 
Renaming Fort Benning back 
to somebody like Fred Benning 
has really been a distinct honor 
for our post. It’s a privilege that 
I’m excited to share with you.

“I came to Nebraska to ac-
knowledge something deeper 
than just Sergeant Benning’s 
story, in that it’s not just a 
military one. It’s an American 
story. It’s a story of courage, 
of sacrifice, of what becomes 
possible when someone chooses 
to serve.”

What inspired White the 
most, he said came after the 
guns fell silent. “He didn’t sim-
ply come home, he invested in 
it. He built a business, he raised 
a family, he served as a mayor, 
he nurtured a community. He 
embodied the American dream, 
not as an abstract ideal, but as 
a living, breathing example of 
what it means to flourish in a 
free society.

Also speaking was Nebraska 
National Guard Commander 
Craig W. Strong said Benning 
“was absolutely the perfect 

Pillen, Ricketts honor memory of Sgt. Fred Benning, namesake of Georgia Fort
Patriotic program draws many to Neligh American Legion Post 172 for hour-long ceremony Thursday morning

The new sign above the entrance to the Neligh American Legion Hall in Neligh.

person, perfect to rename Fort 
Benning … He was the best of 
us. He was the best in meaning 
and in word, in Nebraska  citi-

zen soldiers, and that’s why I’m 
so proud and honored to be with 
you today to pay tribute to one 
of our state’s humble heroes.”

U.S. Senator Pete Ricketts

Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen

A tuba provided a reflection of band members who performed during 
Thursday’s program in Neligh.

E-R photos/DMorgan
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF MEETING 
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION It Pays To 

Advertise!NOTICE OF MEETING COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AS A COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold a County Board of Equaliza-
tion meeting in the Commission-
er’s Meeting Room in the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex, Neligh, 
Nebraska on Tuesday, July 22nd, 
2025 beginning at 8:00 AM, for the 
purpose of deciding motor vehicle 

exemptions, accepting over-under 
report, approving tax roll correc-
tions, and reviewing and deciding 
written protests filed pursuant to 
sections 77-1502 to 77-1507 per-
taining to the assessment value of 
their property; and various other 
items which may become neces-
sary to act upon.  The meeting is 
open to the public. Protest hear-
ings will be scheduled at 10-min-
ute intervals, allowing a couple of 
minutes between each hearing.  An 
agenda, kept continuously current, 
is available for public inspection at 

the Antelope County Clerk’s Office 
and may be modified at such meet-
ing to include items of an emer-
gency nature pursuant to Section 
84-1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.  In the event no hear-
ing paperwork has been filed this 
meeting will not take place.
PUBLISH: July 9, 2025
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
July 1st, 2025

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
June 24th, 2025 BOC & BOE meet-
ing minutes. Public comments.

Quarterly jail inspections. Corre-
spondence was reviewed. 

Zoning Administrator Report.
Road Superintendent Report: 

Approved signing of Notice to 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JULY 1 MEETING 
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Award, Notice to Proceed and 
Agreements for Brunswick North-
west and Royal North projects.

Assessor reported launching of 
the new GIS site: schneidergis.co/
antelopecone.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
 CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 9, 2025
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

July 3rd, 2025
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved two (2) reports of 
damaged property.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JULY 3 MEETING 
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Heard and decided 12 protests.
2025 Over/Under Reports was 

accepted.
Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 9, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ANTELOPE 
COUNTY 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

Notice is hereby given that the 
2024 Audit Report for Antelope 
County audited by Lengemann & 
Associates, P.C. is complete and 
on file at the County Clerk’s Office, 

AUDIT REPORT NOTICE 
ANTELOPE COUNTY

501 M Street, Neligh, Nebraska 
68756, and is available for public 
inspection.  The results of the au-
dit disclosed no instances of non-
compliance or other matters that 
required to be reported under Gov-
ernment Auditing Standards.
PUBLISH: July 9, 2025
ZNEZ

My son Andy came up this 
weekend to shingle a shed. It 
turned out to be a bit more chal-
lenging than expected. 

Submitted by Sherry Tetschner
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Bartlett

show order being Showmanship 
first, then the Bucket Calves, 
then the Feeder Calves, then the 
Breeding Beef, and finally the 
Market Beef. 

The Working Ranch Horse 
will be at 6 p.m. The D.C. Lynch 
carnival will be from 5 to 10 
p.m. 

The last event of the day is 
the Aaron Watson Concert. Spe-
cial Guest Bryce Leatherwood 
will perform at 8 p.m. Head-
liner, Aaron Watson, will then 
perform at 9:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 16th will 
begin with the Swine Show at 9 
a.m. The Junior Rodeo will be 
at 11 a.m. 

The food trucks will open at 
11 a.m. The Barnyard Friends 
Petting Zoo will be open one 
last time from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
From noon to 9 p.m. will be the 
Antique Tractor Display. The 
Round Robin Showmanship will 
begin at 1 p.m. Women’s Day 
will be in the Casey Building 
from 1 to 3 p.m. At 3 p.m. will be 
the Release of the Animals. 

At 5 to 7 p.m. will be the 
release of static exhibits. The D. 
C. Lynch Carnival will be open 
from 5 to 10 p.m. Team Roping 
will be at 6:30 p.m. 

The “No Drinking on 
Grounds” Band will be per-
forming in the Grandstand at 7 
p.m. Finally, the release of the 
open class exhibits will be from 
5 to 7 p.m. 
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Fair

Four individuals appeared 
for sentencing before the Hon-
orable James Kube, June 25, in 
Antelope County District Court.

Blake M. Couch, 19, of Inman, 
appeared for sentencing on four 
counts after he was terminated 
from the drug court program 
on April 10. On the first count, 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance - methamphetamine, a 
Class IV felony, Couch was sen-
tenced to two years in jail, with 
credit for 140 days previously 
served in county jail. Kube also 
ordered Couch to complete a 
year of post-release supervision 
upon release from jail.

Couch will serve a concur-
rent sentence for count two, 
possession of a controlled 
substance-alprazolam, a Class 
IV felony. For one count of pos-
session of marijuana less than 
an one ounce, an infraction; 
and one count of possession of 
drug paraphernalia, an infrac-
tion, Couch was sentenced to 
pay a $100 fine for each count. 
Additionally, $155 in court 
costs were assessed. Kube also 
ordered DNA collection.

Couch was remanded to the 
Antelope County Sheriff.

*****
Andrew R. Paulsen, 37, of Til-

den, appeared for sentencing for 
one count of possession of a con-
trolled substance - methamphet-
amine, a Class IV felony. Smith 
informed Kube that Paulsen 
tested positive for THC. Follow-
ing discussion with Kube, Smith 

said Paulsen refused to submit 
to a chemical test prior to the 
hearing, and admitted he would 
test positive for THC.

Kube ordered testing and the 
case was recessed. When back 
on the record, Smith informed 
Kube that defendant tested 
positive for methamphetamine, 
THC, MDMA, and fentanyl. 

Public Defender Patrick Car-
ney requested Paulsen’s bond 
not be revoked and to proceed 
with sentencing. Smith dis-
agreed, requesting bond be in-
creased and sentencing resched-
uled to July. Kube revoked bond 
and said the court will address 
the matter when Paulsen is able 
to provide a negative chemical 
test. He was remanded to the 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

*****
Twenty-year-old Shayd S. 

Rokahr, of Elgin, appeared for 
sentencing. for an original con-
viction of Count I, possession 
of a controlled substance-meth-
amphetamine, a Class IV 
Felony; Count III, possession of 
a controlled substance - mari-
juana less than one ounce - first 
offense, an infraction; and 
Count IV, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, an infraction.

Rokahr was originally sen-
tenced to drug court, but was 
terminated from the program. 

Kube sentenced Rokahr to 
two years in jail for Count I, 
with credit for 185 days previ-
ously served in county jail. On 
counts III and IV, Rokahr was 
ordered to pay a $100 fine for 
each count. Additionally, court 
costs totaling $280.46 were set.

Bond was exonerated, fol-
lowing payment of fines and 
costs. Rokahr was remanded to 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

*****
Marie A. Sands, 42, of Peters-

burg, appeared for sentencing 
on one count of unauthorized 
use of a financial transaction 
device, a Class II misdemeanor.

Defense counsel Frederick 
Bartell said Sands was to pay 
restitution in full - $2,703.95, to 
AKRS - following sentencing. 
Kube also ordered Sands to pay 
a $1,000 fine and $137 in court 
costs. Her bond was exonerated, 
after payment of fines and costs.

Courtesy of SAM 

Sentencings take place at
Antelope County District Court

Moone was remanded to the 
Antelope County Sheriff.

*****
Determination of revocation 

of probation for a 53-year-old El-
gin man will wait until the July 
30 session of Antelope County 
District Court.

The Honorable James Kube 
set the hearing during a June 25 
district court session in Neligh.

On June 12, State of Nebras-
ka officials filed paperwork 
outlining an April  2024 sen-
tencing involving Rowdy L. 
Burke, who was ordered to a 
two-year period of supervised 
probation following a conviction 
of driving during a period of 
revocation from DUI/refusal, a 
Class IV felony.

According to court docu-
ments, the state asserts that 
Burke failed to report to a May 
13 group session. He informed 
his probation officer, Dirk 
Waite, via text that a work-relat-
ed injury prevented attendance. 
Burke was told to provide verifi-
cation from the medical office.

On May 14, Waite contacted 
three medical clinics to con-
firm the visit. All three medical 
facilities denied having a record 
of Burke’s visit. Waite later 
received a doctor’s note from a 
health care facility in Albion 
on May 16, stating that Burke 
was seen the previous day and 
excused from work and physical 
activity until May 19.

Burke failed to report for 
probation appointments on June 
5, June 9, and June 10.

Probation officials stated that 
Burke also failed to report for 
alcohol testing on May 14 and 
missed a class regarding crime 
victim empathy in April.

In court, Kube asked Burke 
if he wished to have court-ap-
pointed counsel. Burke said he 
was retaining an attorney and 
requested a continuance. Ante-
lope County Attorney Joe Smith 
did not object.

Courtesy of SAM 
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Hearings

Stay Informed 
By Reading The 
Public Notices 

This Week In 
The Elgin Review
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Just who are we? Americans 
north, south, east and west of 
here celebrated Independence 
Day by every means imagin-
able. Whether it be watching 
baseball, eating hot dogs and 
apple pie, or just sitting back 
with friends and family enjoy-
ing food and drink, it’s a holiday 
which people can celebrate in so 
many ways.

Having grown up in Seward 
County, I was fortunate to have 
the state’s biggest Fourth of 
July celebration just a few miles 
away. Seward began celebrating 
our nation’s birthday in 1865 
and have made it bigger and 
bigger ever since. 

If you want to feel what an 
Independence Day event which 
encompasses all that is truly 
unique about our 
country, you need to 
go no further than 
just a few miles west 
to Park Center UCC 
Church. To go there to 
celebrate, it’s like step-
ping back in time to a 
place where, for a few 
hours, pure patriotism 
existed.

Lynell and I were 
there Tuesday night 
for the celebration. 
When we pulled into 
the church parking 
lot, the first thing we 
noticed were the many 
American flags placed around 
the church and near the play-
ground. Inside neighbor was 
sitting beside neighbor enjoying 
a feast of potluck dishes. Both 
young and old were gathered 
in the church basement, sitting 

at the tables and chairs which 
have been used by generations.

The kids were done first and 
headed out to the play-
ground where the girls 
played on the swings 
and monkey bars while 
the boys went to to 
play kickball. Then, as 
dusk fell, the adults in 
their lawn chairs and 
blankets, the children 
with their glow neck-
laces, watched the fire-
works explode about 
the tree line backdrop. 
Fireworks purchased 
locally lit up the sky. 

As one writer 
penned, Independence 
Day is about celebrat-

ing the birth of a country built 
not on shared ancestry, but on 
shared ideals. Here, on this 
small piece of land, where a 
country church exists, neigh-
bors celebrated together. This is 
the way it should be.

Spinning Tales

Celebrating Independence Day
 

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Elgin 10U Pee Wees took second at the season-ending league tournament at Neligh. Team members were (back 
row, l-r): Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher, Corbyn Testerman, Chase Young, Owen Childers, Jackson Evans, Grant Blech-
er, Mark Schindler and Ace Pelster. Front row: Wyatt Stuhr, Cole Niewohner, Max Borer, Jax Haddix, Gabe Schin-
dler, Anton Shavlik and Coach Matt Pelster. Not pictured: Coach Tenley Schindler. Photo submitted
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Dr. Carissa
Mangus

By Dr. Carissa Mangus, 
Family Medicine Physician 

at Boone County Health Center
When it comes to pregnancy 

and childbirth, having a provid-
er you know and trust can make 
all the difference. 

At Boone County Health 
Center, one of 
the most mean-
ingful things 
we offer is 
continuity of 
care—the same 
physician who 
walks with you 
through your 
pregnancy is 
also there to de-
liver your baby, 
and continues 
caring for both 
mom and baby 

after delivery. We don’t just 
care for patients—we build 
relationships.

This personal approach is 
something I value deeply as a 
family medicine physician, and 
it’s something that truly sets 
BCHC apart. You’re not just 
another patient—you’re part of 
our family. 

Whether it’s your first baby 
or your fourth, we strive to 
ensure every experience is safe, 
supported, and memorable for 
all the right reasons.

Providing care from ‘bump, baby and beyond’
But we don’t stop at being 

personal—we also stay sharp. 
Our OB team is committed to 
staying at the forefront of best 
practices in maternity care. 
Several of our providers and 
nurses are certified instruc-
tors in the ALSO (Advanced 
Life Support in Obstetrics) 
program, which is a national 
certification course for im-
proving outcomes in obstetric 
emergencies.

In fact, Dr. Joel Travis, Dr. 
Tami Dodds, and obstetrics 
nurses Maria Kinney, RN and 
Angie Schalk, RN, are among 
the professionals who regu-
larly teach ALSO to doctors 
and nurses at hospitals across 
Nebraska—large and small. 
Their expertise helps raise the 
standard of care not just here at 
BCHC, but across the state.

We’ve also added something 
new to help keep our skills 
razor-sharp: a high-tech obstet-
ric training mannequin named 
Mama Anne. 

Thanks to a grant, Mama 
Anne helps us simulate rare, 
high-stress delivery scenar-
ios that providers may only 
encounter once or twice in a 
career—but need to be ready for 
in a moment’s notice. She’s so 
sophisticated she can mimic ev-
erything from normal labor to 

complex complications, giving 
our team hands-on practice in 
a safe and controlled environ-
ment.

What does all this mean for 
you? It means that when you 
choose Boone County Health 
Center for your pregnancy care, 
you’re in incredibly capable 
hands—both personally and 
professionally. You’ll see famil-
iar faces at your prenatal visits. 

You’ll be cared for by a team 
who not only knows you, but 

knows how to handle every 
stage of the journey with skill 
and compassion.

From bump, to baby, and 
beyond, we’re honored to walk 
alongside you every step of the 
way.

If you’re expecting or think-
ing about starting a family, we’d 
love to answer your questions 
and show you around. Because 
at Boone County Health Center, 
your growing family becomes 
part of ours.

Stay Informed by
Reading The Public Notices!


