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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 88 degrees recorded 
on July 4. The low was 55 de-
grees on June 30 and July 1. 

Altogether, 1.24 inches of  
precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
July 5 90 65   
July 6 81 64  0.68
July 7 72 59  0.08
July 8 82 62    
July 9 90 63  0.12  
July 10 74 57  0.36
July 11 77 52    
Total for Last Week.......... 1.24
Total for July ................. .. 1.24
Total for 2021 ................. ..14.58

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Liquor License 
Renewal — Boomerangs

Notice to Bidders — Elgin 
Public Library Addition

Notice — Estate of  Joann 
Kilpatrick 

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 

Power was out for more 
than two hours late Friday 
night into Saturday morning 
in Elgin due to a severe thun-
derstorm with high winds.
The storm, which tracked 
across the state, was less of  
a force here than in other 
areas, particularly Tilden and 
Meadow Grove who had trees 
and crops sustain consider-
able damage. At Omaha, wind 
gusts reached over 90 miles 
per hour.

Thunderstorm
caused outage 
Friday night

Elgin Public Library will be 
hosting Balloon Adventures 
this Friday, July 16 at 2 p.m. at 
the Elgin Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall.  

According to co-librarians 
Barb Bode and Dianne 
Gunderson, Balloon Adven-
tures is an educational show 
that takes the audience on a 
journey of  discovery to learn 
about some of  the most inter-
esting animals in the world.  

During the show, the Ad-
venturers believe the animals 
are real, making this show 
both fun and educational. The 
show will be free to the public 
however; a freewill offering 
will be available.  

Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Please come and enjoy 
the program while supporting 
your local library.

Elgin Public Library
to sponsor balloon 
artist on Friday
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The Elgin Community Club 
Summer Steak Fry will be 
held Friday evening, August 
13. It will be held at Kerk-
man’s Kove. Tickets are on 
sale. See page Ten for details. 

Date announced
for ECC Summer
Steak Fry

Editor’s note: This is the second of  a 
four-part series leading up to the Antelope 
County Fair.
By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

When it comes to the Antelope County 
Fair, many people participate in the 
same categories. Whether it’s bringing 
a different canned food, another baked 
goody, or new plants, in general, people 
tend to stick to what they are good at. 
Some will try out a new techniques 
or ways to perfect it. However, that is 
not always the case. Joyce Reestman, a 
community member of  Elgin, has decided 
to bring something new to the upcoming 
Antelope County Fair this year. 

Joyce and her husband Kenny have been 
participating in the Antelope County Fair 
for only a few years. 

“We always go over there and look in 
the building. And Karen Kinney said 
something to me once and she goes 
‘why don’t you enter some food?’ I had 
never thought about it. As she said 
it’s open class and I go. So Kenny and 
I talked about it and decided to enter 
some food products.” Since they started 
participating in the Antelope County Fair, 
they have brought many different food 
items, including potatoes, spicy pickled 
beans, green beans jelly and some Bloody 
Mary pickles. 

However, this year, Joyce made the 
decision to bring her first craft item, a 
counted-cross stitch of  the Last Supper. 
Cross Stitch is a form of  sewing using 
DMC thread and a pattern. “So first you 
have to find your center on your cloth. 
And you see each hole is a square so you 
go up one, down there, and up and down 
and you make your x” Joyce said when 
explaining how to do the counted-cross 
stitching to make an x-shaped stitch. 
When doing cross stitching, Joyce follows 
a pattern from one of  her many cross 
stitching books. After finding her pattern, 
she grabs all the colors of  the DMC thread 
she will need. She finds the center of  the 

Meeting Monday night, July 5, the Elgin City 
Council appears to have drawn a ‘line in the 
sand’ regarding illegal dogs inside the city 
limits.

Following a closed session which lasted 19 
minutes, the council exited then Councilman 
Craig Niewohner made a motion to follow the 
dog ordinance, in particular the section which 
involves prohibited breeds of  dogs, as written 
unless legal documentation can be secured 
proving it is a service dog. All four members 
voted to approve the motion.

Then, moments later, Mayor Mike Schmitt 
said he will instruct City Attorney Luke 
Henderson to write a letter explaining the 
situation and securing the legal documentation, 
then the Antelope County Sheriff ’s Department 
will deliver these letters to specific households 
in the community. In reference to one specific 
dog, the documentation will need to be received 
before the next regular council meeting (August 
2) or the dog will be required to be gone.

Earlier in the meeting, City Clerk Kristin 
Childers said the City of  Elgin is eligible for 
over $109,000 in funds being made available to 
municipalities through the American Rescue 
Plan Act of  2021. The funds would be available 
in 2021 and 2022. Among the possible uses would 
be water, sewer and broadband infrastructure. 
The council instructed her to look into whether 
funds would be available for a sewer study. The 
city will have to submit an interim report to the 

U.S. Treasury by the end of  August on how they 
would use the available funds. The issue will be 
discussed again at the August meeting.

In other action:
Savings — By refinancing the pool bond, 

Childers said they were able to lower the 
interest rate from 2.02 percent to 1.34 percent, 
creating nearly $17,000 in net savings.

Cameras — Security cameras may soon be 
installed at the Elgin Swimming Pool. The 
council instructed Childers to reach out to 
Rise Broadband and Applied Connective 
Technologies, as well as Great Plains 
Communications, for options available to the 
city. 

Building permits — The council approved four 
building permits, applied for by Nancy Selting, 
James Zwingman, Mark Tharnish and Kent 
Einertson.

Tabled — Due to the absence of  County 
Commissioner Regina Krebs who was to discuss 
with city officials the Antelope County MFO 
Interlocal Agreement, the matter was tabled to 
next month.

No bids — Having advertised last month for 
bids for an addition to Elgin Public Library and 
receiving none, the council will again advertise 
this month.

Agreement — The council voted to sign the 
annual interlocal agreement for Antelope 
County and the Antelope County Library 
Association.

Council vows to get tough
on prohibited dog breeds

Prior to the start of last week’s Elgin City Council meeting, Mayor 
Mike Schmitt (r) presented former Ward II Councilman Don Mackel 
with a plaque recognizing his many years of service to the commu-
nity. Photo submitted

cloth by counting the squares and starts 
there. 

Joyce also explained how some people 
use the stamp, where the image is placed 
on the cloth and you follow the pattern. 
However, Joyce prefers to do the counted-
cross stitching. 

“I would rather do the counting. I think 
it looks a lot better. But it takes a lot more 
time.”

Joyce learned how to do cross stitching 
just before she got married to Kenny. And 
over the years, she has done many little 
cross stitch pieces following a certain 
pattern. However, she decided to bring her 
much bigger picture of  Last Supper. “Well 
I had seen a picture of  this so I bought 
the pattern, and I just did it.” It took 
Joyce around a year to finish this piece. 
“Sometimes I worked on it, sometimes I 
didn’t. It just depended on whether or not 

I had time.” 
While making her Last Supper piece, 

Joyce explained she had made some 
mistakes, which in turn, meant undoing 
the stitch and fixing. However, it turned 
out beautifully. Shortly after finishing, she 
took it to get framed. “I figured if  I spent 
that much time on it, I’m going to get it 
framed nicely.” 

When asked why she wanted to bring it 
to the fair, Joyce had one simple answer. 
“I just wanted to. I wanted people to see 
it. And you know, it took a lot of  time and 
it’s beautiful. I just want to share it with 
people.” 

Joyce’s Last Supper counted-cross stitch 
piece turned exactly how she hoped. And 
while she loved admiring her hard work 
as it hung in her home, she is excited to 
see how others will react to her piece at 
the Antelope County Fair this year.

Elgin’s Joyce Reestman will be entering this stitching of ‘The Last Supper’ at the upcoming 
Antelope County Fair. E-R photo/SReestman

One entry has lead to another and another
for Joyce Reestman at the county fair

The schedule for the Antelope County 
Fair in Neligh has been released. Here is 
what is happening.

On Saturday July 31, there will be a 
Jackpot Roping starting at 1 p.m, check-
in starting at noon. Saddle sponsors 
for the event are Wilbur Ellis, Nielsen 
Insurance, and 106 Kix Country.

Tuesday, August 3, Open Class Entries 
will be from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Starting at 9 a.m. the Dog Show will 
be held followed by the Cat Show at 9:30 
a.m.

Team Penning will start at 7:00 p.m. to 

finish the day.
On Wednesday, August 4, a Trail Ride 

at the Airport will start at 10:30 p.m. 
Later on the Ag Olympics will take 
place at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 5, the Horse Show 
will begin at 11 a.m. followed by the 
Dairy Show beginning at 1 p.m. The 
Extreme Bull Riding - Double S Bulls 
will start at 7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 6 will begin with a 
Horse Show and Chicken and Rabbit 
Show at 11:30 p.m. followed by Goat and 
Sheep show at 2 p.m. 

The day will end with the Michael 
Ray concert at 8 p.m. in front of  the 
grandstand.

To kick off  Saturday, August 7, 
the Swine Show will begin at 8 a.m. 
followed by the Beef  Show at 11 a.m. 
A Horseshoe Tournament will begin 
at 1:30 p.m. along with a  Cornhole 
Tournament at 2 p.m. The Premium 
Auction will start at 4 p.m. Shortly 
after, the Neligh Chamber will host 
a Barbecue starting at 4:30 p.m. 
The Demolition Derby (Wreckless 
Promotions) will be the last event for 

the day starting at 7 p.m.
The last day of  fair, Sunday, August 

8th, a Pancake Feed will be held from 
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. followed by a church 
service at Riverside Park. At 12:30 p.m. 
the 4-H Fashion Revue and Awards 
will take place. To finish off, at 5 p.m. 
there will be a Truck and Tractor Pull - 
MATTPA, sponsored by Two Rivers and 
Carquest of  Neligh. 

This schedule is subject to change.
The 2021 Antelope County Fair has a 

fully packed schedule and will be a great 
weekend for all to enjoy!

Schedule announced for 2021 Antelope County Fair

It’s sad to see, but 
there have been several 
surrounding communities 
that have announced that 
their pool will be closing 
for the season due to the 
lack of  workers. Some 
pools even had a late start 
to the season and still will 
be closing early. And with 
this shortage of  lifeguards 
to fill their schedule, one 
could only wonder if  the 
Elgin City Pool would have 
to do the same.

Thankfully, that is not 
the case. According to Sue 
Vanis, manager of  the 
Elgin City Pool, there is 
no need to worry whether 
or not our pool will close 
early. “Nope, we’ll be open 
for the full season” Sue 
said. She explained that 
our Elgin City Pool has 
enough lifeguards so she is 
able to fill a schedule. 

And while there will be 
a full season, a date has 
not been set yet for when 
the pool will close. Sue 
said, “A closing date has 
not been decided but we’ll 
figure it out at the August 
meeting.” She predicts it 
will be sometime around 
the middle of  August when 
school starts up. 

Sue also gave an update 
on swimming lessons at 
the Elgin City Pool and 
water aerobics. For those 
who still wanted to sign up 
for swimming lessons, Sue 
explained that it’s too late 

City pool to
stay open
into August

See POOL, Page Six
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Shop At Home!

The mobile food pantry, sponsored by the Neligh United Meth-
odist Church as well as various other churches, individuals, and 
businesses in the area, will be dispersing food on Tuesday, July 
20  from 3-5 p.m. at the American Legion Club on the alley side.  
This and all future distributions will be at the Legion Club unless 
something changes. Volunteers will be on hand to  assist with 
parking and other volunteers will go car to car and collect the 
necessary information from you.   

Any weather related cancellations will be sent to the Norfolk 
radio stations, KBRX and the area newspapers. 

Date set for July food pantry in Neligh

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler County children 

were given an opportunity to 

Bartlett Fire Department provided some water fun in the village park Sunday evening. The audience 
included firemen and spouses and community members. Photos submitted

Bartlett News
enjoy some “COLD” water fun 
Sunday evening in the village 
park. 

The Bartlett Fire Depart-
ment parked a fire truck beside 
the park and shot a high con-
tinuous stream of  water across 
the park. The cold mist of  
water provided great entertain-
ment for the children who par-
ticipated. It was quite a unique 
way to have water fun.

Our four children and their 
families will be spending time 
together at Pibel Lake this 
coming weekend. 

They will be staying at the 
Bible camp to sleep, eat, canoe, 
fish, slip and slide, make 
s’mores etc.  Glenn and I have 
been preparing for company 
for a few weeks now.  There are 
always things that don’t get 
done unless someone is coming 
to visit.  We are certainly look-
ing forward to being together 
as a family. 

Due to family visiting, there 
will be no Bartlett News next 
week.

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, July 19: Chicken 
fried steak, scalloped 
potatoes, cheesy green 
beans, oranges, chocolate 
pudding, roll, milk.

Tuesday, July 20: Taco 
salad, pineapple, bread 
pudding, milk.

Wednesday, July 21: 
(Evening meal) Turkey, 
mashed potatoes, 
corn, stuffing, cake w/
strawberries, rolls, milk.

Thursday, July 22: Bacon 
wrapped pork loin, baby 
potatoes, corn, banana w/
Jello, biscuit milk.

Friday, July 23: Liver/ham, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, 
peach dessert, corn bread, 
milk.

(Menu subject to change)
Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. 

and ends around 12:15 p.m.  
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. to reserve a meal. 

For a great meal, come 
to the Elgin Community 
Center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus
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Sixty Years Ago
July 6, 1961

Army Pvt. Leonard J. 
Kerkman, completed the 
artillery tracked vehicle 
maintenance course at Fort 
Sill, Okla. During the 11-
week course Kerkman was 

Looking Back
trained to maintain tracked 
artillery vehicles, self-
propelled artillery mounts 
and associated equipment. 
The 19 year old soldier entered 
the Army in January 1961 
and completed basic training 
at Fort Riley, Kansas. He 

graduated from St. Boniface 
High School in 1960.

A new Gleaner, being 
delivered by Leonard Bennett, 
owner of  the Bennett 
Implement and Repair 
business, went out of  control 
southeast of  Petersburg and 
landed in the bottom of  a 
10-foot ditch. The machine, 
estimated to be a total loss, 
went out of  control while going 
down hill and went over the 
side of  a bridge. The accident 
happened four miles south and 
seven east of  Petersburg.

Vincent Kallhoff ’s 1961 
convertible was extensively 
damaged when it upset a mile 
and a half  west and a mile 
north of  here. The car was 

reported to have received 
around $600 damage. The car 
stopped upside-down over a 
ditch which just permitted 
Vincent to crawl out with only 
a scratch on his arm. 
Fifty Years Ago
July 8, 1971 

The Elgin Drug store was 
carpeted over the Fourth of  
July holiday in a desert sand 
color scheme.

The Elgin Swim Team 
opened it’s season with an 
impressive victory over a 
strong Wayne team, 230 to 
206. It was the first time in 
approximately 3 years that 
Elgin has been able to defeat 
the Wayne Tankers.  Strong 
individual performances 

were turned in by Marie Van-
derheiden and Randy Mack.

This week’s feature soft serve 
flavor at the Sugar Shack is 
banana split. 
Thirty Years Ago
July 10, 1991

Members of  the Sandhills 
Saddle and Buggy Club 
traveled on an 11 mile Trail 
Ride and Poker Run. Among 
35 riders were visitors from 
North Platte, Leigh, Clarkson 
and Coleridge, as well as Elgin. 
A potluck  supper was served 
ater at the Elgin City Park.

Elgin received only .20 of  an 
inch of  rain between June 6 
and July 1. High temperatures 
reached 90 to 100 degrees on 
eight of  the 24 days.  
Twenty Years Ago
July 4, 2001

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

IZZY’S
TAKE

Elgin Review Intern 
Isabella Smidt

Andrew Spieker of  Elgin, a 
junior theatre/performance 
major at the University of  
Nebraska at Kearney and the 
son of  Vincent and Patricia 
Spieker, has been accepted to 
Minnesota State University’s 
Straw Hat Players, which 
opened with productions 
of  “Agnes of  God” and “The 
Complete Works of  Wlm SHkspr 
(abridged).”

Four applicants have been 
received at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office for the 
position of  Antelope County 
Sheriff. The vacancy was 
created by the retirement of  
Sheriff  Ralph Black. 

By Jessie Reestman

One of  the most common health issues that affects society 
today is imbalanced cholesterol numbers. When coupled 
with high glucose levels, this usually is a recipe for type II 
diabetes or cardiovascular disease to develop at some point. 
Much of  the conventional dietary wisdom around these 
topics is based on old evidence, as we have discussed before 
within my PFC balanced approach to eating. Today, we’ll dis-
cuss the important pieces of  information related to choles-
terol and blood sugar numbers.

First up, cholesterol. Cholesterol is a compound found in 
your body and in foods that is absolutely essential to your 
overall health and wellbeing. It is a waxy lipid that is in all 
of  our cell membranes and blood plasma and helps us me-
tabolize fat soluble vitamins, produce bile to break down fat, 
and is the precursor to many hormones.

Typically, we look straight at our total cholesterol when as-
sessing a lipid panel, but actually, the importance lies in the 
split between HDL and LDL, as well as triglycerides. Using a 
“dump truck” analogy, LDL (low-density lipoprotein) is the 
“truck” that leaves the liver full of  cholesterol ready to help 

heal various areas of  the body that are 
inflamed. There, cholesterol works as 
a band-aid to help heal the inflamma-
tion. HDL (high-density lipoprotein) is 
the “truck” that leaves the liver empty 
and goes to the sites where cholesterol 
is being used, picks up the used choles-
terol, and brings it back to the liver for 
reprocessing. Thus, both LDL and HDL 
have extremely important jobs, and 
it’s not that one is “healthier” than the 
other, but rather what imbalances in 
these markers reveal.

Typically, HDL is low (below 50) and 
LDL is high (above 100). This means 
that a lot of  cholesterol is leaving the 
liver to use for inflammation (LDL 
trucks) and not a lot is coming back to 
the liver for reprocessing (HDL trucks). 
Thus, the body is inflamed, and the 
body is trying to heal by using one of  

the best ways it knows how – cholesterol.
Then we have triglycerides. When elevated, this is a sign of  

blood sugar dysregulation as your body converts high levels 
of  glucose (sugar) in the bloodstream to fat (triglycerides) 
for easy storage rather than continue to deal with the inflam-
matory effects of  high blood glucose in the body. If  we see 
elevated blood glucose (about 90) and/or A1c (above 5.4), this 
also confirms the pattern of  blood sugar dysregulation.

If  this is the case for you, the next logical step is to figure 
out how to fix these imbalances. Of  course, the first step is a 
PFC balance approach centered on animal protein, healthy 
fats, and lots of  veggies. A huge step in balancing these num-
bers also includes removing inflammatory fats from the diet 
which include vegetable oils, shortening, margarine, trans 
fat (partially hydrogenated fats on a food label) and any other 
“low-fat” products. Contrary to popular belief, these actu-
ally make our health worse by contributing to inflammation. 
Additionally, added sugar must go. That is a basic principle 
when it comes to balance blood sugar. This also includes 
increasing protein intake while decreasing carbohydrate 
intake from lots of  processed grains.

Next up, focusing on sleep and stress are critical. Sleep is 
our body’s time to recover from inflammation, while chronic 
stress literally creates more inflammation in the body. Focus-
ing on prioritizing sleep is difficult in our busy world, but it 
will only benefit your health in the long term. Stress from all 
sorts of  factors (not just the regular work, finances, etc) play 
a huge role in dysregulating hormones and blood sugar in 
the body. Finding ways that work for you to reduce stress are 
crucial.

Blood work is often a huge step in figuring out exactly how 
to keep our health on track. Hopefully this will be helpful in 
assessing your own health markers to make the best choices 
for your wellness going forward.

Understanding your numbers

Everyone has done something that later becomes funny. One 
example could be that my great grandmother would sunbathe on 
her roof  completely naked. It was probably not funny at the time 
but looking back, it’s definitely a story we share about Granny.

A story that my grandmother has told us kids is of  a child 
falling. Now, as horrible as it sounds, it’s pretty funny. While she 
was picking us up from school, a kid decided it would be a good 
idea to walk down a steep hill after it rained. This awful decision 
caused him to slip and fall down the hill with enough force to 
knock off  one of  his shoes and it hit him on top of  his head.

Much like that kid, I have made some interesting decisions in 
my childhood. Some of  those decisions are 
probably not the smartest I’ve made, like 
the many times I hot glued crafts together 
and never bothered to watch my fingers. 
On one of  these many occasions I was with 
my best friend trying weird DIYs. I was too 
busy talking and not focusing on where I 
put the glue. I soon realized, a little too late, 
that I put my finger tip right into hot glue 
that I just put on my project. I instinctively 
said, “That did NOT tickle,” while shaking 
my burnt finger in the air.

Adrienne and I were Facetiming after 
I drank two very caffeinated energy 
drinks. That was a terrible idea on my 
part, because I was full of  energy and she 
had to deal with it. I ended up asking her 
questions she couldn’t answer, like “What’s 
it like to be a rainbow?” and “Is this what 
death feels like?” 

After a while, she started to rant about 
how she was having a rough day and she 
felt bad about herself. I told her that it was 
“nooooonsense” and that “My brain is filtering between sense 
and nonsense and all I hear is nonsense.” It made her feel better 
at least.

Over Christmas break, Adrienne visited me to cheer me up. I 
was stuck in quarantine with my family because my mom had 
COVID. While she was looking for my house she asked if  we lived 
next to a “Bentley” sign. I responded no, and said that we had a 
“Believe” sign. I got “Ohhhh!” as a response and she eventually 
found it. When she arrived, she stayed outside her car and I gave 
her a hard time about the “Bentley’’ sign from the porch. 

I was a vengeful child growing up. My brother would pop the 
heads off  my dolls because I would destroy his legos. One time I 
accidentally broke my doll and blamed it on my brother and he 
got in trouble and not me. Another act of  petty revenge was on 
one of  my sisters. She was an ornery child. She would get into 
things and cut my hair. So when we were at our grandmother’s 
house, for some reason unknown to me, I cut my hair and shoved 
the scissors into her hands. My poor little sister was in a lot of  
trouble because of  me.

Another petty act I do now, is the art of  pranking. A while 
back, I added an uncooked egg to my father’s hard boiled eggs 
to teach him to peal the shell off  as soon as possible, not right 
before eating. So, when he went to peal on of  the eggs, he found 
out it was a normal egg. Another prank was on my poor mother. 
I put tape around the kitchen sprayer by the sink before I went 
to bed. So when she made her morning coffee, she had a nice 
surprise. She was sprayed with water.

We all have funny stories to share, like my story about Granny. 
Some still have you burning with embarrassment, while others 
have you rolling with laughter. Let’s hope all of  these stories you 
have are decent for passerby’s, unlike Granny.

Finding humor all around me

One of the hottest jobs in any summer, no matter the year. File photo

Wayne State College included 
more than 1,100 students on 
the dean’s list for exemplary 
academic achievement during 
the spring semester. 

Students listed on the dean’s 
list are full-time undergradu-
ate students who have achieved 
a GPA of  3.5 or above on a 4.0 
scale for the semester. An as-
terisk (*) denotes a 4.0 GPA for 
the term.

Local students earning aca-
demic honors were:

Elgin — Dylan Behnk*, Broo-
klyn Chipps and Grace Henn

Neligh — Damon Arehart, 
Cole Belitz, Gage Dawson, Les-
ly Luna-Duran, Kylie Mosel, 
Natilee Payne, Conor Ramold, 
Tia Smith and Tjay Zobrist

Petersburg — Cole Preister*, 
Abby Reicks and Madison 
Schrage*

College News
Local students named to WSC Dean’s 
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 
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It’s easy to keep track of  the high-profile 
things the Unicameral wrestles with each year, 
but on days when things are going smoothly and 
there’s more action than talk, some important 
work is accomplished. Let’s look at a brief  sum-
mary from seven of  the Legislature’s commit-
tees.

The Agriculture Committee heard and for-
warded for legislative approval bills that update 
the Livestock Brand Act (LB572) and another 
(LB324) to allow farmers and ranchers to offer 

livestock ownership 
shares to customers. 
The brand bill allows 
for electronic inspection 
of  cattle and allows for 
violations of  brand rules 
and regulations to be 
punishable by a citation. 
The share bill means that 
consumers can acquire 
meat through a written 
contract with the farmer 
or rancher. Many a quar-
ter or side of  beef  has 
been sold with a hand-
shake; this provides more 
formal acquisition. The 
Appropriations Commit-
tee crafted and shep-
herded the passage of  the 
state’s $9.7 billion budget 
package which funds 
state government for the 

next two fiscal years and provides funding for 
several other big-ticket projects ranging from 
a study to determine if  a new state prison is 
needed to money for underfunded public health 
departments.

The Banking, Commerce and Insurance 
Committee heard, and lawmakers passed, 
bills dealing with digital asset management, 
insurance parity and protection of  vulnerable 
adults. One measure (LB649) creates a regula-
tory framework for managing digital assets 
(think cryptocurrency). Under another (LB297), 
broker-dealers and investment advisers could 
hold transactions for up to 30 business days in 
suspected cases of  exploitation of  seniors and 
vulnerable adults. Senators also passed a bill 
(LB337) that gives health care providers greater 
flexibility in prescribing treatment recommend-
ed by a patient’s health care provider rather 
than one recommended first by the insurer.

Compensation for families of  first responders, 
strengthening worker protections and expand-
ing unemployment benefits and family leave 
were issues from the Business and Labor Com-
mittee which were passed by lawmakers. One 
measure (LB255) provides monetary compensa-
tion to the family of  a law enforcement officer, 
firefighter, correctional officer or government 
or nonprofit EMS ambulance squad member 
killed in the line of  duty. Under (LB451), the 
definition of  race in the Nebraska Fair Employ-
ment Practice Act will include characteristics 
associated with race such as skin color, hair 
texture and protective hairstyles such as braids, 
locks and twists. 

Lawmakers also approved a bill (LB260) to 
expand eligibility for unemployment benefits 
to those who voluntarily leave employment to 
care for a family member with a serious health 
condition.

Measures to create a school safety reporting 
system and require schools to create health 
plans for students with seizure disorders were 
among proposals from the Education Committee 
approved this session. The safety reporting pro-
gram (LB322) requires the state Department of  
Education to establish an anonymous reporting 
system to allow students, school staff, parents, 
and community members to report information 
about concerning behavior or possible harm to 
people or property anonymously. Senators also 
passed a bill (LB639) that requires each public, 
private, denominational, and parochial school 
in Nebraska to create individualized health 
plans for students with seizure disorders and 
have at least one employee at each school build-
ing who is trained to recognize and respond to 
seizures and administer medications.

The big challenge for the General Affairs 
Committee was establishment of  casino gam-
ing regulations under a bill (LB561) to imple-
ment provisions of  a constitutional amendment 
approved by voters that legalized all forms of  
games of  chance at licensed Nebraska horse 
racing tracks. The new law allows wagering 
on sporting events at racetracks but prohibits 
betting on high school youth sports or Nebraska 
college teams when they are playing in the 
state. It requires that keno played at licensed 
racetrack casinos operate in accordance with 
the same state regulations that govern existing 
keno parlors.

The Government, Military and Veterans 
Affairs Committee saw to the passage of  up-
dates to the state’s concealed carry regula-
tions and open meetings law. The weapons bill 
(LB236) combined provisions of  a handful of  
gun control measures ranging from expiration 
notifications on concealed carry permits to 
the transportation of  a firearm in a vehicle for 
lawful purposes. Local political subdivisions 
have greater flexibility to meet virtually under 
(LB83) which allows authorized political sub-

divisions to hold meetings virtually (electroni-
cally or by phone) during a declared emergency. 
The bill also reaffirms the validity of  any ac-
tions taken by a public body between March 17, 
2020, and April 30, 2021, in reliance on an execu-
tive order from the governor that waived open 
meeting requirements during the pandemic.

We will wrap up the rest of  the committees, 
Health through Urban Affairs, next week..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska 

government and politics since 1979. 
He has been a registered Independent for 20 

years. 

The state legislature accomplishments in 2021

When last year’s challenges arrived, China 
covered up the severity of  the pandemic to buy 
more time to stockpile medical supplies. Then 
they banned American companies operating 
there from sending crucial personal protective 
equipment, like masks and ventilators, back to 
the U.S.

Taiwan did the opposite. Instead of  seizing 
these crucial supplies for themselves, they 
ramped up production so that they could give 
it away. All told, the nation of  Taiwan donated 
tens of  millions of  masks and other items to 
countries like the U.S.

Taiwan is one of  our closest friends in Asia. 
That is why I recently joined a bipartisan group 
of  senators in writing to Katherine Tai, the U.S. 
Trade Representative, to ask her to prioritize 

negotiating a new free 
trade agreement with 
Taiwan.

As the eight-largest for-
eign market for American 
crops and livestock, these 
talks are long overdue. 
A new agreement would 
make it easier for Nebras-
ka producers to sell their 
products in Taiwan while 
also supporting one of  our 
most important partners.

Additionally, six of  my 
Republican colleagues 
and I wrote the president 
about how the unintended 
consequences of  the trade 
war with China have af-
fected small businesses, 
from a decline in sales to 
higher import costs and 

other issues. We reminded him of  a past state-
ment of  his: that the trade war was the reason 
that many “American farmers, manufacturers, 
and consumers [were] losing and paying more.”

We can be tough on China without leaving 
Nebraska businesses in the crossfire. One of  
these companies is Hornady Security, who told 
me that recent tariffs have forced them to pay 
far more to make their gun safes, and that these 
costs are inevitably passed on to consumers. I 
urged the president to rethink these damaging 
trade barriers and to rescind any policies that 
put Nebraskans’ livelihoods at risk.

I also sent another letter to President Biden, 
calling on him to reconsider his plan to bail out 
the oil industry. Studies have repeatedly shown 
that fuel mixed with ethanol burns cleaner and 
is better for the environment, yet the president 
is reportedly considering undermining the Re-
newable Fuel Standard (RFS), the main federal 
rule that promotes the use of  ethanol.

By weakening the RFS, President Biden would 
not only hurt the Nebraska farmers and ethanol 
producers whose jobs depend on it – he would 
be directly contradicting promises he made to 
them on the campaign trail. If  he wants to keep 
his word and do right by the environment at the 
same time, he can start by upholding the integ-
rity of  the RFS.

As your U.S. senator, my job is to make sure 
your voice is heard in Washington. The presi-
dent and his team need to know what matters to 
the hardworking men and women of  the Heart-
land.

Keeping promises
As America emerges from the Fourth of  

July weekend, there’s another important re-
minder this month of  why we should cherish 
our freedom and liberty.  July marks the 100th 
anniversary of  the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP).  CCP officials have already been hold-
ing celebrations to paint a positive image of  
their work on the world stage.  While the CCP 
pushes propaganda on the anniversary of  its 
founding, it’s important that Americans un-
derstand how the communist regime operates.

To this end, I signed a proclamation des-
ignating July as “Victims of  Communism 
Remembrance Month.”  Over the years, com-

munism has led to the 
deaths of  nearly 100 mil-
lion people worldwide.  
The proclamation cer-
emony included Nebras-
kans who came from 
families and countries 
ruled by communist 
regimes.  At the event, 
former State Senator 
Lydia Brasch shared her 
family’s story of  fleeing 
the communist regime 
in Ukraine.  Before they 
fled, her family would 
pray in the closet with 
a secret Bible and a 
candle.  She shared how 
her uncle was shot and 
killed by the regime 
after they found a short 
wave radio in his home 
in Kiev.  They had no 

freedom of  speech or freedom of  religion.
Stories like these are still happening today—

including in China.  As the CCP celebrates 
their centennial, it’s important we understand 
how they are actually governing.  And it’s 
important that we recommit to strengthening 
the American Free Enterprise system, so that 
future generations of  Americans can continue 
to enjoy the economic prosperity and freedom 
that has made our country great for almost 250 
years.  If  we want this, America has to ensure 
that our policy towards China protects the 
future of  capitalism and holds China account-
able to their commitments.  As we think about 
the future of  the U.S.-China relationship, there 
are three major areas that need focus: trade, 
national security, and human rights. 

Trade: Over the past several decades, many 
have viewed China’s growing economy as 
a major trade opportunity.  Unfortunately, 
China has been an unreliable trading partner 
over the years.  Nebraska’s trade with China 
peaked in 2012, declining from $1.7 billion in 
trade to $913 million in 2019.  Because of  this 
uncertainty, Nebraska has put an increasing 
focus on diversifying our trade relationships 
to ensure that we are not too reliant on any 
single trade market.  To do this, I have led 
trade missions to Belgium, Canada, Denmark, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, and Vietnam.  
While the pandemic put a temporary hold on 
trade missions over the last year, Nebraska 
will soon be traveling internationally to pro-

mote our goods once again. 
Furthermore, President Trump sought to 

address several structural problems in our 
trade relationship with China in his Phase 
One trade deal, which was signed in 2020.  
Since then, Nebraska has seen large pur-
chases of  commodities.  It is critical, however, 
that President Biden continue to hold China 
accountable for their commitments in this 
agreement.  The ongoing presence of  U.S. 
tariffs on Chinese goods serves as a reminder 
that there is more work to do on U.S.-China re-
lations.  President Trump started a conversa-
tion about a Phase II trade agreement, and it’s 
critical that President Biden continue those 
talks on resolving issues including forced tech 
transfer and currency manipulation.

National Security: Open shipping lanes are 
key to America’s trade relationships in Asia.  
It’s important that the United States continue 
to challenge the CCP’s attempt to dominate 
the South China Sea.  We should also continue 
to sell arms to Taiwan and find other ways to 
support their self-defense to ensure that they 
remain autonomous. 

We must also be watchful on the home front.  
We must safeguard our research institutions 
to prevent intellectual property theft.  Over 
the years, the CCP has worked to steal intel-
lectual property from domestic researchers 
as well as through forced tech transfers from 
international businesses operating in China.  
According to the U.S. Department of  Justice, 
“About 80 percent of  all economic espionage 
prosecutions brought by the U.S. Department 
of  Justice (DOJ) allege conduct that would 
benefit the Chinese state, and there is at least 
some nexus to China in around 60 percent of  
all trade secret theft cases.”

Human Rights: As we work on trade and 
national security issues related to China, 
it’s also important that we push the CCP 
to respect human rights.  Over the last few 
years, there’s been growing awareness of  the 
persecution of  the Uyghur people by the CCP 
in Xinjiang Province.  The CCP has forced 
Uyghur people to live in internment camps, 
where they are indoctrinated with CCP propa-
ganda, made to do hard labor, and reportedly 
undergo forced sterilizations.  In addition to 
the mass detentions, the CCP is engaging in 
intrusive surveillance of  minority groups to 
identify and root out dissent.  Additionally, the 
CCP continues to crack down on any dissent-
ing voices in Hong Kong, including the recent 
forced closure of  Apple Daily, a pro-democracy 
newspaper. 

These are just a couple of  the ongoing hu-
man rights issues in China.  It is important 
that the Biden Administration and State 
Department use the resources they have avail-
able to them to highlight these abuses, and 
use multi-lateral techniques to push the CCP 
to respect free speech, political dissent, and 
religious freedom.

Whether it’s reaching a Phase II trade deal 
or keeping Taiwan autonomous, the United 
States has a great deal of  work ahead of  us in 
our relationship with China.

100 years of communism in China

When the roads switch from pave-
ment to gravel or dirt, driving takes on 
a whole new dimension, particularly so 
from July through October.

That’s when row after row of  corn 
reach towards the sky.

A sign of  a good, healthy field of  corn 
is the dark green color and the height 
of  the corn plant. The corn is tasseling 
and the setting of  ears will come.

We’re entering that stage now and 
that means it’s dangerous, extremely 
dangerous at intersections.

We urge all to do everything they can 
to stay safe when vision is impaired at 
these intersections. Slowing down to 
make sure it’s safe to cross can mean 
the difference between life and death, 
between arriving at your destination or 
never seeing your family again.

There have been far too many fa-
talities on the roadways in Antelope 
County already in 2021. This is a trend 
which we can all do something about to 
reverse it.

Whether you are on a highway or a 
country road, take an extra moment or 
two to slow down and safely arrive at 
your destination.

Safety on country roads from now 
through October should be at the top of  
the list of  things to be aware of. 

Arrive and stay alive
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It seems as though last 
weekend may have been my 
last time up at the river for a 
while. With having to work 
most Saturdays, I usually stay 
home. And this past weekend, 

the rest 
of  my 
family 
decided 
to head 
up to the 
river on 
Friday, 
leaving 
me home 
alone and 
with the 
respon-
sibility 
of  taking 
care of  
my dog. 
Staying 
home 
alone 
wasn’t an 
issue at 
all is I’ve 

done it several times before. So 
what could possibly go wrong? 

It all started later that 
evening on Friday. I was sitting 
on my couch with my dog 
watching a movie when I get a 
phone call from my mom. And 
as you could guess, she was 
worrying about the weather. I 
kept telling her I’d be fine and 
that I know what I am doing. 
However, almost every 20 
minutes I would get a call from 
her asking what the weather is 
doing and if  I was okay. Soon, 
she told me I have to go to the 
basement with Ali and just stay 
downstairs for the night. Being 
a good daughter I did what I 
was told, even though I really 
didn’t want to.

However, I was actually glad 
I did. The weather did start to 
get pretty nasty out and being 
downstairs made me feel a 
bit more safe and calmed the 
dog. So I snuggled into a pile 
of  blankets with the dog and 

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

watched on a movie to drown 
out the noise of  the storm.

And just as Ali and I were 
starting to fall asleep and settle 
into the couch, the lights and 
TV go out. Just. My. Luck. 
Immediately I get a phone call 
from Mom asking if  I was okay 
and I said yes, thinking I had 
my phone flash light. Well, 
after telling her I was okay 
and hanging up the phone, 
I realized I had five percent 
battery on my phone left. 
Rather than search the house 
for flashlights and candles, 
I just decided to sit and wait 
for the lights to come back on, 
thinking it wouldn’t take too 
long. 

Well, I must have fallen 
asleep for a bit because I woke 
up around 1:00 and saw that the 
power was still not working. 
However, the storm had 
lightened up so I made my way 
upstairs. It was then I realized 
it was a full town power 
outtage. I looked out my front 
window and saw absolutely 
nothing. Everywhere around 
me was pitch black. And I have 
to admit, I was pretty scared. 

And so there i was, trying 
to find a lighter for candles 
and having absolutely no luck. 
While I was looking for any 
source to light up the house, I 
noticed flashing lights over at 
One Stop. 

In my head, I was thinking 
the absolute worst and 
panicking that someone may 
have tried to break into One 
Stop or something like that. 
And being home alone, that 
was even more scary, especially 
when your phone is almost 
dead.

Nonetheless I call my 
grandma on my three percent 
of  battery to see what I should 
do. Like any grandma she said 
I could come to her house. But 
I said that I’m fine even though 
I was freaking out and that I’d 
stay with the dog.

After staring out the window 
looking at those lights, 
curiosity got the best of  me 
and I grabbed Ali, hopped into 
my car, and drove out of  the 
drive way to see what it was. 
And as I was passing One Stop, 
sure enough it was just the 
electrical people. Boy was I 
overreacting. 

Now with no panic in my 
brain, I decided to take a little 
drive through town to see what 
it looked like. And I was not a 
fan. It was pretty unnerving 
and ominous seeing no street 
lights, no house lights, absolute 
darkness. It seemed like a 
complete ghost town.

Soon, I drove back home and 
grabbed a flash light from my 
car to see. Just as I stepped 
inside the lights came back 
on around 2. I had never been 
more happy in my life to see 
light and hear the TV go on. 
And even more importantly, 

putting my phone on a charger.
As you could guess I fell 

asleep pretty quick after all 
that, with Friends playing on 
the TV and the kitchen light 
on. And after experiencing all 
that by myself, I think I will 
take storms more seriously and 
try to be a little more prepared. 
Like maybe having a lighter 
for candles or having a charged 
phone.

The night the lights went out in Elgin
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By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

The condition of  county 
roads is always a concern for 
taxpayers.

Last week’s meeting of  the 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners was just the 
latest example of  citizens 

Dirt, dust on county roads still a major concern among residents
expressing concerns about the 
safety of  specific roads in the 
county.

As part of  the discussion, 
county resident Bob Krutz 
shared his frustrations about 
road conditions in the Orchard 
area. 

Moments later, 
Commissioner Eli Jacob 
addressed concerns about 
516th Avenue near Clearwater 
as dirt and dust are making the 
road dangerous to travel.

Answering comments from 
the audience, Chairman 
Charlie Henery said, “When 
you got dry conditions you get 
dusty roads.”

The statement led to a 
response from a member of  
the audience saying, “It is so 
dangerous, with the amount of  

traffic and dust …that road is 
the most dangerous road in the 
county right now.”

Curt Thiele then said the 
county could face a liability 
issue in the near future. “You 
county boys are going to be 
real liable when there is a 
death out there, and there is 
going to be one.”

Road Superintendent Aaron 
Boggs suggested spraying the 
road with a calcium chloride 
mixture to keep the dust down. 
But, that could get expensive.

Commissioner Regina Krebs 
said, “We are going into budget 
and I just wonder how much 
people are willing to absorb to 
get the roads they want in the 
county. We can do a levy, but is 
that what people want?”

Boggs said the county had 
210 miles of  oil roads when 
they started grinding. That 

number has decreased to 145. 
“We need to get to 140 miles to 
have the money to maintain 
these oil roads and that is 
dependent that the roads are 
in good condition to start,” he 
said.

Krebs said it seems like the 
county has been ‘catching 
up’ for 30 years. The road 
issues, she said, on the current 
list will be addressed and 
plans will be made for future 
projects.

Commissioner Dean Smith 
indicated there’s no quick fix. 
“It takes so much time, we 
have to let for engineering bids 
before anything can be done.”

With no more to say on the 
matter, close to 20 concerned 
citizens left the meeting room.

In other action:
Report — Bobbi Risor gave 

the Region 11 Annual Report. 

She told the commissioners 
the National Weather Service 
now can utilize a satellite that 
can locate hot spots to help 
identify fires across the state.

Grant approved — The 
commissioners approved an 
improvement grant in the 
amount of  $1,750 sought by 
the Clearwater Chamber 
of  Commerce for new and 
updated bleachers. 

Later, a promotional grant 
sought by the Chamber was 
approved in the amount of  

$340.
Liquor license — All five 

commissioners approved a 
liquor license renewal for the 
Antelope Country Club.

It’s not up to us — The 
commissioners, addressing the 
dissolving of  the TransCanada 
Road Haul Agreement, several 
said it’s up to TransCanada to 
come to the board to dissolve 
the agreement since they are 
the one’s that have the risk 
exposure.

to do so. “We are towards the 
end of  our red cross lessons 
so it’s just too late.” However, 
Sue did say private lessons 
can still be arranged if  needed 
by giving them a call. Water 
aerobics, on the other hand, are 
still available. “Anyone can join 

From Page One
Pool

at anytime” Sue said.
While other community 

pools are having to suffer with 
lack of  staff, we should be 
grateful to know our Elgin City 
Pool will continue to be open 
for the full season and allow for 
some more fun for the summer.

On the heels of  the very successful ‘Elgin Evening at the 
Museum’ held earlier this month, the Antelope County 
Historical Society has another event coming up. 

Antelope County turns 150 years old this year and the 
public is invited to experience firsthand the sights, sounds 
and smells that made this county. 

To celebrate, the Antelope County Museum is hosting a 
Living History Day this Saturday, July 17, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Come learn about historic skills through demonstrations: 
blacksmithing, wood-working, quilting, butter making, cow 
milking, antique farm equipment, pioneer cooking and 
wagon rides. 

Admission is free, but donations are welcomed! 

Antelope County Museum to host
Living History Day on Saturday

Antelope County turns 150!

Court News
All fines in addition to $49 

court costs. *Denotes an 
amendment of  original 

charge(s).
A. Maradelhern Franklin, 

Watford City, ND 5/10/2021 
speeding 81/65 mph, fined $125 
- Detlefsen.

Noe Ramirez, Lincoln, NE 
5/10/2021 speeding 78/65 
mph/no operator’s license-
waiverable, fined $150 - 
Detlefsen.

Mary R. Maughan, 
Brunswick, NE 5/7/2021 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Detlefsen.

Kory L. Nabor, Petersburg, 
NE 5/20/2021 speeding 50/35 
mph, fined $75 - Moran.

Troy Michael Patzel, 
Newman Grove, NE 6/3/2021 
speeding 68/55 mph, fined $75 
- Keetle.

Joseph G. Thiele, 
Clearwater, NE 6/2/2021 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 
- Walter.

Codey M. Snider, Clearwater, 
NE 6/1/2021 speeding 80/65 
mph, fined $75 -Detlefsen.

Kevin R. Hild, Neligh, NE 
6/3/2021 CMV-Marking/CMV-
Brake General, fined $100 - 
Asche.

Christopher J. Meredith, 
Sergeant Bluff, IA 6/20/2021 
speeding 77/65 mph, fined $75 - 
Eischeid.

Traven J. Croghan, Madison, 
NE 5/23/2021 speeding 50/30 
mph, fined $125 - Wright.

Austin R. Dowling, 
Newcastle, NE 5/30/2021 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Lawson.

Tyler J. Brands, Glencoe, MN 
3/7/2021 possess marijuana 
over 1 oz to 1 pound, fined $500 
- Mann.*

Nathaniel A. Kosek, 
Hutchinson, MN 3/7/2021 
possess marijuana over 1 oz to 
1 pound, fined $500 - Mann.*

Matthew P. Williams, 
Neligh, NE 5/23/2021 unlawful 
consumption of  alcohol, fined 
$50 - Wright.

Ismael Martinez, Albion, NE 
5/24/2021 drive under susp/
before reinstated, fined $100 - 
Lawson.*
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE
Estate of JOANN KILPATRICK, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that the 

Co-Personal Representatives 
have filed a report of their admin-
istration and a Formal Closing 
Petition for Complete Settlement 
After Informal Probate of Will of 
said deceased, for determination 
of heirship, and for determination 
of inheritance tax, which have 
been set for hearing in Antelope 
County Court, Nebraska on July 
21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLISH: June 30, July 7 & 14, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Elgin Library Addition
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

July 6, 2021
PROJECT

Elgin Public Library Addition 
503 South 2nd Street

Elgin, Nebraska 68636
Notice is hereby given that 

sealed bids will be accepted until 
7:30 p.m., Monday, August 2, at 
the office of the Elgin City Clerk 
in the City Hall at Elgin, Nebras-
ka for furnishing all equipment, 

materials, and labor for construc-
tion for the Public Library Addi-
tion Project to be built at the El-
gin Public Library property 503 
South 2nd Street in Elgin, Ne-
braska. The work shall consist of 
construction of an addition to the 
Library and any related incidental 
work as outlined in the plans.

Plans may be obtained at the 
office of the Elgin City Clerk, El-
gin City Hall, 104 Pine Street, 

Elgin, Nebraska 68636. Each 
bid shall be accompanied by a 
certified check or bid bond in the 
amount of 5% of the total bid to 
guarantee that the successful 
bidder shall enter into contract 
with the City of Elgin.

The Elgin City Council re-
serves the right to reject any and/
or all bids and to waive any infor-
malities.

Award of the Contract will be 
in accordance with the County 
Purchasing Act’s competitive bid-
ding considerations as set forth 
in Neb.Rev.Stat. §§ 23-3110 to 
23-3114. The City of Elgin is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.
Kristin Childers       CITY CLERK
PUBLISH: July 7, 14, 21 & 28, 
2021
ZNEZ

Public 
Notices — 
Your Right 
to Know!

Notice — Estate of 
JOANN KILPATRICK

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners 

Proceedings — Elgin City Council 

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
CLASS C LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Section 53-135.01, 
a liquor license may be automati-
cally renewed for one year from 
November 1, 2021 for the follow-
ing retail Class C licensee to-wit:

Boomerangs
108 North Second Street, 

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
July 5, 2021

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, July 
5, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• June regular meeting min-
utes, treasurer’s report, transac-
tion report, and paying the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
109.47; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 55.23;  Prudential, 
retirement, 727.61; US Trea-
sury, tax, 5156.86; APPEARA, 
su, 49.02; Bank of  Elgin, ins, 
2250.00; Black Hill Energy, se, 
90.34; Dean’s Market, su, 35.93; 
Fitzgerald, Vetter, Temple, Bar-
tell & Henderson, se, 748.16; 
The Elgin Review, print, 48.17; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 10.99; Kristin 
Childers, su, 26.36; Google, se, 
6.00; Eakes Office Solutions, su, 
71.99; Brenda Reikofski, maint, 
104.00; NE UC Fund, ins, 36.30; 
US Post Office, stamps, 165.00; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, withhold-
ing, 1182.33; Payroll, 2708.86

Pool Fund: 2563.96
STREET: ERPPD, se, 914.12; 

Verizon Wireless, su, 42.29; 
Elgin One Stop, fuel, 231.35; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 387.91; 
Econo Signs, su, 106.21; To 
Paving Assessment, transfer, 
2000.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
47.30; Payroll, 1284.43

WATER: ERPPD, se, 758.12; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.28; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 47.41; One Call Concepts, 
se, 11.14; NE Dept. of Revenue, 
tax, 342.72; US Post Office, 

postage, 74.75; Payroll, 2568.87
SEWER: ERPPD, se, 795.46; 

Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.93; One Call Concepts, 
se11.14; Midwest Labs, test, 
283.33; MacQueen Equipment, 
rep & main, 199.89; High Tide 
Technologies, se, 360.00; Mun-
cipal Supply of Omaha, su, 
620.40; US Post Office, stamps, 
48.00; NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 
255.80; Payroll, 983.70

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 139.10; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 59.33; APPEARA, su, 49.01; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 133.76; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 47.94; Trav-
elers RMD, ins, 42.00

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00; US Post Office, 
postage, 5.90

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 4860.00; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00; US Post Office, stamps, 
48.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 492.70; 
Great Plains Communica-
tions, se, 59.20; Black Hills En-
ergy, se, 623.32; Bank of Elgin, 
loan, 2227.79; In The Swim, 
su, 319.98; The Elgin Review, 
print, 342.00; Dean’s Market, su, 
24.35; Elgin One Stop, su, 9.97; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 11.90

PARK: ERPPD, se, 182.24; NE 
Dept. of Revenue, tax, 58.31; El-
gin One Stop, maint, 16.75; Mike 
Dvorak, maint, 15.40; Koinzan 
Enterprises, rep&main, 385.38; 
Payroll, 1670.30

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 61.56; 
Amazon, bks, 351.74; Black Hills 
Energy, se, 48.38; Great Plains 
Communications, se, 179.47; 
The Elgin Review, print, 48.39; 
Peter Brunette, su, 450.00; 
Dean’s Market, su, 34.80; Di-
anne Gunderson, su, 41.89; Pay-
roll, 1134.86

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 101.01; 
Stadium Sports, su, 417.00

RESCUE: Dean’s Market, 
su, 27.96; Emergency Medical 
Products, su, 74.86; Quick Med 
Claims, se, 114.57

• Publish notice to bidders 
for Elgin Public Library another 

month and include other local 
papers

• Sign Interlocal Agreement for 
Antelope County and Antelope 
County Library Associatio

• Entered into Closed Session 
at 7:57 p.m.

• Reconvened to Open Ses-
sion at 8:16 p.m.

• Follow dog ordinance as writ-
ten unless legal documentation 
can be secured proving it is a 
service dog

• Building permits: Nancy Selt-
ing, James Zwingman, Mark 
Tharnish, Kent Einertson

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Tabled Antelope County MFO 
Interlocal Agreement

• Use of funds expected to be 
received from American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021

• Pull and spray weeds at 304 
N. 2nd Street

• Cement parking area by Trin-
ity Lutheran Church will have ap-
propriate drainage when project 
is complete

• Automatic read meters
• Mower that can manage 

ditches
• Trash found in one of the re-

cycling bins
• Pool bond rate set at 1.34% 

after refinance, generating 
$16,805 in net savings

• Possible Wi-Fi solutions at 
the pool

• Dead tree by 500 S. 2nd 
Street needing cut down

• Volleyball court at the park
• Walk-through with stakehold-

ers from last summer’s waterline 
project

• Notification process for prop-
erties who are non-compliant 
with grass/weeds

• Unlicensed dogs
Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, August 2, 2021
Regular Meeting adjourned at 

8:53 p.m. 
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: July 14, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Renewal of Liquor License — Boomerangs
in Elgin, Antelope County, 

Nebraska.
Notice is hereby given that 

written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal license 
may be filed by any resident of 
the City of Elgin, on or before 
Aug.10, 2021, in the office of the 
City Clerk; that in the event pro-

tests are filed by three or more 
such persons, a hearing will be 
held to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should 
be allowed.

Kristin L. Childers,
City Clerk

PUBLISH: July 14, 2021
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
July 6th, 2021

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the June 8th & June 
22nd BOC, June 22nd BOE 
Meetings.  Correspondence was 
reviewed.

Bobbi Risor, Region 11 Emer-
gency Manager gave a brief re-
view of Region 11 activity.

Discussion of TransCanada 
Road use agreement.

Approved one (1) Improve-
ment Grant and one (1) Promo-
tional Grant.

Zoning Administrator Report.  
Zoning Permit Report was re-
viewed.

Committee formed for America 
Recovery Plan Act funds.

Quarterly Jail Inspection.
Approved liquor license Ante-

lope Country Club.
No action on redistricting GIS 

vendor.
Sheriff Fee Report, Clerk of 

the District Court miscellaneous 
fee report, Treasurer’s Fund Bal-
ance Report, Treasurer’s miscel-
laneous revenue report were re-
viewed

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved two (2) access per-
mits. Approved advertising for 
2021 Pavement repairs.  

Approved and authorized 
Chairman to sign Change Order 
#2, Application of Payment, Cer-
tificate of Substantial Completion 
– Ashfalls NW Project - Bygland 
Dirt.

Discussion with land owners 
regarding 516th Avenue.

Approved sheet piling on the 
Tilden North Project.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 14, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County 
INVITATION TO BID 

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of “2021 Pavement 
Repair for Antelope County, 
Nebraska” JEO Project No. 
210460.00, QuestCDN No. 
7921589, will be received by the 
County Clerk at 501 Main Street, 
Rm. 6, Neligh, NE 68756, until 

10:00 on the 3rd day of August 
2021, and thereafter will be read 
aloud. 

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: Concrete 
Pavement 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$260,000

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above 
by unit prices, as an aggregate 
bid for the entire project.  All Pro-
posals for said construction work 
must be made on blanks fur-
nished by the Engineer and must 
be accompanied by Bid Security 
of not less than 5% of the amount 
bid. Bid Security to be made pay-
able to the Treasurer of Antelope 
County as liquidated damages in 
case the bid is accepted and the 
bidder neglects or refuses, to en-
ter into contract and furnish bond 
in accordance herewith. 

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 

$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-
enue, Norfolk, NE 68701 If you 
have any questions, contact 
us at 402.371.6416. In order to 
bid the project, the contract doc-
uments must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids. 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA 

CHARLIE HENERY, Board 
Chairman 

ATTEST: LISA PAYNE 
County Clerk 
PUBLISH: July 14, 21 & 28, 
2021

Shop at Home!
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SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Coincidence?
I think so!

Each year, in the middle of  
July on a Friday afternoon, 
my wife and I spend time 
in Omaha with doctor 
appointments.

The doctor has been taking 
care of  us for more than 30 
years, and the quality of  care 
is second to none.

The words here are to focus 
on health care, that’s your 
business not mine. 

Instead, the focus here is on 
the word coincidence.

One 
year 
ago, we 
were in 
Omaha 
wearing 
masks 
due to 
COVID. 
We spent 
the night 
at the 
doctor’s 
home 
as he 
and his 
wife are 
some of  
our best 
friends. 
That 
night, 

a severe thunderstorm blew 
through Elgin. High winds tore 
a number of  shingles off  our 
roof. Others suffered storm 
damage as well.

Then, 365 days later, Elgin 
was hit with another severe 
thunderstorm. The damage 
wasn’t as bad here as it was 
near Tilden and Meadow 
Grove, but it was bad enough.

Omaha was another story. 
Eppley Airfield recorded a 
wind gust exceeding 90 miles 
per hour. Again, staying with 
our friends, we awoke Saturday 
morning to a power outage 
which affected just under 
200,000 customers. Trees were 
uprooted in many instances.

Watching on my phone’s 
radar weather app as the storm 
shaped up and rolled through 
the metro area, Mother Nature 
really knows how to tear things 
up when she wants to.

On the agenda Saturday was 
18 holes of  golf  at Tiburon, 
with a tee time of  9:50 a.m. 
Power had been restored there 
by the time we arrived.

Joining us for a round of  
golf  was a person familiar with 
Elgin. Motivational speaker/
Husker legend Ricky Simmons 
joined us. Years ago we met 
at a Husker Legends golf  
tournament at Wild Horse near 
Gothenburg. It was the first 
week Simmons had ever golfed. 
He may have run a 4.3 40 when 
he played in Lincoln, but that 
didn’t translate over to the golf  
course. He struggled mightily 
that day.

Yet, he never gave up and it 
showed Saturday. On several 
occasions he hit the ball nearly 
300 yards off  the tee box. The 
sound of  the club striking the 
ball, in my opinion, can only 
be described as “spanking” 
the ball. His short game needs 
some more work.

I’ve never been on a course 
when bad weather forces 
course officials to call everyone 
in. But that happened Saturday 
afternoon as another round of  
storms rolled through the area. 
We watched the cloud come up 
behind us on 18 and, trust me, 
it’s unnerving swinging metal 
clubs and hearing thunder not 
that far off. I, for one, thought 
they should have called 
everyone in 30 minutes earlier. 
But that’s not my call.

Ricky was never afraid to 
take on a linebacker as he was 
one of  the best blocking wide 

See TALES, Page 10

Beginning Saturday, Elgin’s 
12 & Under girls softball team 
will compete in the Class D 
State Softball Tournament.

Coach Jill McNally said the 
team will face either Pender 
or Hebron Heat in an opening 
round matchup, scheduled for 
11 a.m. in Hastings. The double 
elimination tournament will 
be played over two days.

Elgin earned the right to 
play in the state tournament 
last month, competing at 
a USA Softball District 
Tournament held in Battle 
Creek. The state tournament 
was not held last year due to 
COVID-19.

“I’m excited and nervous,” 
McNally said about the 
team’s return to the state 
tournament. “It’s going to 
be fun. Last year we really 
wanted to go to state.”

For many of  the girls on 
the team, competing in a state 
tournament is nothing new as 
some of  them played on the 10 
& Under team which competed 
several years ago.

Pitchers on this year’s team 
are Camry Kittelson, Kayton 
Zwingman and Braelyn 
Martinsen. Kayton Zwingman 
and Elizabeth Moser are 

catchers. Other players on the 
team are Gentry Zwingman, 
Gemma Miller, Tessa Barlow, 
Brooke Kinney, Lily Moser and 
Kinley Moser. Joining the team 
this week, from Plainview, will 
be Riley Nincehelser.

Assistant Coach for the team 
is Den Murray, aided by Chloe 
Henn, Callie Heithoff  and 
Kendal Busteed.

Elgin 12 & Under headed to State
Fans of  the team who may 

not be able to journey to 
Hastings this weekend can see 
the team play here in Elgin 
Thursday night. They will face 
O’Neill beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
at the ballpark. Afterwards, 
team members and their 
families, at the ballpark, will 
decorate the vehicles they will 
be traveling in to Hastings.

Dear Editor,
Today I received “My news 

from home.” It was delightful 
to see where you have received 
29 awards. 

You all have done such a 
marvelous job with this area’s 
news. So pleased that you have 
involved other counties and 
towns as we were all the com-
munity. 

It’s such a wonderful diver-
sion of  thoughts and happen-
ings. Makes me proud I gradu-
ation from EHS 71 years ago. 

Thanks for keeping the Re-
view alive.

Nancy Iverson
Benson, AZ

Letters

A wonderful 
diversion

Husker fans can mark 
Thursday, July 29 on their 
calendar, with the annual 
Nebraska Football Fan 
Day set for that evening.

The event will be held 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Me-
morial Stadium, with Fan 
Day annually being the 
best opportunity for fans 
to meet and greet Husker 
players, coaches and staff  
before the start of  football 
season.

More information on the 
2021 Nebraska Football 
Fan Day will be available 
in the coming days, includ-
ing fan entrances, parking 
information, player seat-
ing maps, health guide-
lines, autograph policies 
and more.

Date set
for Huskers
Nebraska
Football 
Fan Day

Shop at 
Home!
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receivers who played for Coach 
Tom Osborne. Mike Rozier 
doesn’t win the Heisman 
in 1983 without players like 
Simmons. 

Enough of  that, Simmons 
may be coming here in a 
couple of  weeks. I offered and 
he showed a real interest in 
coming to play on The Elgin 
Review team at the Elgin 
High School Alumni Golf  
Tournament on July 31.

See, riding out a storm is 
all part of  my job. Honestly, I 
would just as soon have quiet 
weekends. How about you?

From Page Nine
Tales

The Elgin Pee Wee baseball team recently concluded their season after competing in the Quad 
County Baseball Tournament in Neligh. Team members include (back row, l-r): Coach Darin Ternus, 
Max Henn, Justice Blecher, Trey Rittscher, Jacob Pierzina, Coach Marty Henn, and Coach Brent 
Schmidt. Front row: Will Schmidt, Joseph McNally, Evin Pelster, Mathew Kerkman and Michael Selt-
ing. Photo submitted by Stacy Shumake Henn

Elgin 10 & Under girls softball team members this season were (front row, l-r): Harper Evans, Tinley 
Schindler, Anna Dworak, Lillian Moser and Sara Hemenway. Back row: Chloe Kielty, Azriel Uhren-
holdt, Kinley Drueke, Sydney Niewohner and Kinley Miller. ER photo/SReestman

Elgin’s summer ball teams

More photos in next week’s paper!

Methamphetamines have 
caused deleterious effects, 
especially in the Midwest, and 
a new report from the Univer-
sity of  Nebraska–Lincoln’s 
Rural Drug Addiction Research 
Center suggests that evidence-
based interventions may be 
necessary to address rising 
adverse health outcomes in the 
state related to the drug’s use.

The report, authored by 
center researchers Ryan 
Herrschaft, Bergen John-
ston and Patrick Habecker, 
examined national data sets 
to determine overall metham-
phetamine usage rates, treat-
ment admissions and overdose 
deaths. According to the re-
search, methamphetamines are 
involved in more deaths than 
synthetic opioids in Nebraska. 
From 2018 to 2019, Nebraska 
experienced a 58.8% increase 
in psychostimulant-involved 
overdose deaths.

“In 2018, 1.7 per every 
100,000 Nebraskans died of  a 
methamphetamine-involved 
overdose, while in 2019, that 
rate had increased to 2.7 per 
every 100,000 Nebraskans,” 
Herrschaft said. “That jump is 
in line with increases we see at 
the federal and regional level. 
Across practically all of  the 
United States, overdose deaths 
have increased in recent years, 
especially overdose deaths 
involving synthetic opioids and 
methamphetamine.”

Nebraska’s rate of  metham-
phetamine overdose death is 
lower than the Midwest and 
the United States overall, the 
report noted.

Methamphetamine treat-
ment admissions rose more 
than 200% in a 10-year period 
from 2008 to 2018, most notably 
among older adults. For ex-
ample, in people 50 and older, 
there was a 556.1% increase 
in treatment admissions, and 
a 302.28% increase in admis-
sions among adults aged 40-49. 
Herrschaft said this is a no-
table trend in the state, where 
resources for mental health 
care are limited.

According to a report re-
leased by the Behavioral Health 
Education Center of  Nebraska, 
BHECN, 87.1% of  counties 
(81 out of  93) in Nebraska are 
designated Mental Health Pro-
fessions Shortage Areas and 
33 counties have no behavioral 
health providers.”

The research uncovered 
another trend that treatment 
providers should note.

“Admissions have increased 
by larger-than-average degrees 
among many of  Nebraska’s 
more marginalized popula-
tions, including racial mi-
norities,” Herrschaft said. “As 
marginalized groups experi-
ence an increased burden 
from psychostimulant-related 
harms, it is very important 
that substance use treatment 
providers tailor their offerings 
to suit all Nebraskans.”

Overall methamphetamine 
usage in Nebraska was harder 
to determine, although it seems 
to be trending upward.

“From the National Survey 
on Drug Use’s 2016-2017 pooled 
data, they estimated that 
between 0.24% and 0.87% of  
Nebraskans 26 and older had 
used methamphetamine in the 
past year, while in their 2018-
2019 data, they estimated that 
between 0.28% and 1.16% of  
Nebraskans used methamphet-
amine,” 

UNL study says
methamphetamine
interventions may
be necessary 

Petersburg will again be the 
site of  one of  the biggest co-ed 
softball tournaments in the 
area. 

The Pope John Alumni Co-
Ed Softball Tournament will 
be played on Saturday, July 24, 
starting at 8 a.m. 

Teams are assembled by 
the year they graduated high 
school. 

Contact Derek Scholl via 
Facebook if  you have any 

Pope John Alumni Softball
Tournament to be July 24

questions or if  you are needing 
help finding teams to combine 
with! 

Brackets will be released 
closer to the tourney date.


