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The high temperature last 
week was 87 degrees recorded 
on July 3. 

The low during the same 
period was 46 degrees on July 
5 & 6. Altogether, 1.13 inches 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
July 3 87 66  
July 4 83 60  
July 5 70 46  
July 6 74 46  1.13
July 7 69 54    
July 8 73 53   
July 9 80 65    
Total for Last Week…....... 1.13
Total for July ................. .. 1.13
Total for 2023 ................... 13.65

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper include:
Proceedings — Elgin City 

Council
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Commissioners
Road Closing — Antelope 

County
Liquor License Renewal — 

Boomerangs
Notice — Estate of  James T. 

Meyer
The Elgin Review is the 

official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

City approves financial support for Elgin Chamber

Fair livestock
premium sale
to be August 5

The 13th annual Antelope 
County Premium Livestock 
Auction will be held 
Saturday, August 5, at the 
fairgrounds in Neligh.

The auction is scheduled to 
start at 4 p.m. (or 10 minutes 
after the conclusion of the 
beef show).

Businesses and individuals 
who support agriculture 
education in the county and 
surrounding counties are 
invited to “purchase” the 
animals. Exhibitors will 
“keep” their animals so 
they can go on to compete 
in state and regional fairs. 
The money donated is 
given to the exhibitor to 
use for expenses incurred 
with raising the animal or 
help with future livestock 
exhibits.

For more information, 
contact Alice Morrison (402) 
843-8321, John Beckman (402) 
843-6044, Greg Todd (402) 
360-1028, Stuart Vaughn (402) 
368-7782 or Rhonda Meyer 
(402) 750-6006.
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New playground equipment 
for the city park was discussed 
briefly by the Elgin City 
Council when they met last 
week.

Having received one bid for 
new equipment, coming in at 
approximately $189,000, the 
council has yet to receive a 
second bid.

While waiting on the bid, 
the council instructed City 
Clerk Kristin Childers to move 
forward with applying for a 50 
percent match grant through 
the Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission.

She said the deadline for 
applications is in September 
with grants to be awarded in 
December of January.

“If we were awarded a grant, 
we wouldn’t get a contract 
til July or August,” the clerk 
said. “We can’t start til we 
have a signed contract.”

Without grants, the only 
other option would be for the 
city to cover all the costs, 
something which the council 
won’t likely consider.

With one fundraising 
campaign underway in Elgin 
(rescue squad) and another 
county campaign (new fair 
building), it’s unclear where 
donations could come from, 
hence the pursuit of a grant.

On the subject of money, 
emergency sirens are showing 
signs of needing to be updated. 
The city has five emergency 
sirens at locations around the 
community.

Councilman Jim Kittelson 
said the siren at Pope John is 
down and the siren at the fire 
hall keeps blowing fuses. He 
estimated the sirens could be 
30 to 40 years old.

Childers said the State of 
Nebraska and the USDA have 
“emergency funds” which 
can be applied for, but it can 
take years to receive. She said 
Battle Creek applied for these 
funds back in 2018 and only 
recently received them.

Childers was instructed 
to check into the application 
process and report back at the 
next meeting. 

In other action:
Ask and ye shall receive — 

The Elgin Diamond Boosters 
asked for and received sales 
tax funds to offset the costs for 
more shirts for boys teams and 
umpire expenses/equipment. 
The council approved $1,500, 

Colt
Ford

Country music stars have 
found their way to Antelope 
County in recent summers. 
That’s going to continue as 
recording star Colt Ford 
will headline the Friday 
night concert at the Antelope 
County Fair. Ford is known 
for his recent hit single 
“Country As 
Truck.”

Tickets for 
the August 4 
show, in front of 
the grandstand, 
can be 
purchase at 
Dean’s Market 
here in Elgin 
as well as other 
locations across 
the county.

Ford, known 
as a country 
singer/songwriter/rapper 
is from Georgia. One of his 
biggest songs “Dirt Road 
Anthem” (written for the 
Professional Bull Riders 
Association) has been copied 
by other country stars 
including Jason Aldean.

The Antelope County Ag 
Society will be selling fair 
tickets one week from today, 
Wednesday July 19, at the 
Event Center from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The public is encouraged 
to use the glass doors for 
entry.

Bud’s Sanitation, in the 
process of changing how they 
pick up trash in the city limits, 
had their application for a new 
five-year contract approved.

The Elgin City Council, 
meeting July 3, approved 
the contract which includes 
a price increase which will 
be effective come August 
1. The monthly fee for 
garbage pickup, now $14.75, 
will increase to $17.75. 
The conditions of the new 
contract will require the city’s 
ordinance to be amended at 
the August meeting.

As part of the new contract, 
Bud’s Sanitation will 
provide all of its customers, 
approximately 300, with new 
96-gallon toters. Customers 
will need to use the toters, 
placing their garbage bags 
in them and taking them to 
the curb or alley where they 
presently have their garbage 
picked up.

The toters were delivered to 
Elgin last week. According to 
information gathered by City 

Independence Day was celebrated last week at communities across 
the nation. Members of the Bartlett Lions Club enjoyed participating 
in the Fourth of July Parade held at Ericson. Photo submittedLions on parade

In the coming days, toters from Bud’s Sanitary Service will be delivered to every residence in Elgin. The 
company will only pick up trash in their toters starting on July 25. E-R photo/LMorgan

City, Bud’s Sanitation enter into new contract
Greenfiber removes all recycling bins in Elgin, other communities

Clerk Kristin Childers, the 
toters will be assembled and 
delivered to customers in the 
coming days.

Bud’s toters ONLY are to 
be used for garbage pickup 
beginning on Tuesday, July 25. 

The other big news coming 
from City Hall last week 
involved Greenfiber.

Childers said Greenfiber 
was pulling all their recycling 
bins, not only in Elgin, but in 
other communities which the 
Norfolk business serves.

The bins, located behind the 
Elgin Post Office were gone 
Monday. Both Elgin Public 
and Pope John/St. Boniface 
schools posted on social medial 
they no longer are accepting 
recyclable items.

At the moment, there 
appears just one option - 
hauling recyclable items to 
Neligh to the site located west 
of Sargent Irrigation.

A spokesperson for 
Greenfiber told The Norfolk 
Daily News just days ago 
that due to “changes in the 

availability of appropriate 
fiber streams, debris found 
in recycling bins and 
on cardboard as well as 
transportation costs” were 
some of the reasons which 
influenced the company’s 
decision.

A drop-off point at 
Greenfiber’s manufacturing 
base in Norfolk will be 
maintained around-the-clock 
for recyclers in the area. 

Also during the meeting, the 
council approved five building 
permits.

One such permit, sought by 
Central Valley Ag, is to create 
a new fuel site with above 
ground tanks to be located 
on the Perry lots along North 
Street. 

Another approved permit 
was to allow the U.S. Postal 
Service to pour concrete for 
an extension of the parking 
lot south of the building. The 
extension will be 30’x90’.

Other permits approved were 
for Eric Schiltmeyer, Duane 
Miller and Craig Niewohner.

Ford concert
tickets on sale
at Dean’s Market

Grants may be key 
to new playground

the same amount that the 
boosters received one year 
ago.

Get ready for survey — In 
the coming weeks, Elgin 
residents will be asked to 
fill out a survey to provide 
information for the council to 
act on regarding the removal 
of sidewalks in residential 
areas.

“My feeling is if you have a 
sidewalk in a residential area 
and have taken it out (repairs), 
you need to put one back,” he 
said. “We need to look into the 
future, otherwise we won’t 
have any sidewalks in town.”

Council President Mike 
Dvorak said, “We really do 
need them towards schools 
and the pool.”

The survey, councilman 
Leigh Kluthe said, would “at 
least give us direction.”

Down the road — 
Information provided for the 
meeting from City Engineer 
John Zwingman indicated 
that it could be a month to 45 
days before Sargent Irrigation 
can drill a test well as part of 
the city’s effort to find a new 
water source.

Felony arrest
made at July 4
celebration
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

A 23-year-old Oakdale man 
has been charged with one 
Class 4 felony count of operat-
ing a motor vehicle to avoid 
arrest, alleged July 4 in down-
town Neligh, during the city’s 
150th birthday/Old Mill Days 
celebration.

Rider C. Short faced the Hon-
orable Donna Taylor in the 
Antelope County courtroom 
in Neligh on July 5 for a bond 
hearing. Taylor set bond at 
$20,000, 10% cash, which Short 
posted the same day. Antelope 
County public defender Pat 
Carney was appointed to rep-

See COURT, Page Eight

The mobile food pantry 
will be dispersing food on 
Tuesday, July 18, from 3-4:30 
p.m. at the American Legion 
Club in Neligh. 

Jeanie Juracek said a 
drive-up delivery system will 
be used where recipients will 
remain in their vehicles and 
our volunteers will load the 
food for them.  

Volunteers will be on hand 
to direct traffic and get the 
correct information from 
families. Please plan on 
bringing a cooler this time.

Mobile food
pantry in Neligh
on July 18 

The Elgin 
Review 

office will be 
CLOSED 
this Thursday & 

Friday afternoons. 
Thank You!
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It Pays To
Advertise!

Shop at Home!

All fines in addition to $49 
court costs. *Denotes an 
amendment of original 

charge(s).
Guillermo R. Vagras, 

Fl River Mls, CA 5/16/23 
speeding 78/65 mph+excess 
windshield and/or window 
tinting, fined $100 - 
Duhsmann.

Katharine A. Stuthman, 
Neligh, NE 3/8/23 speeding 
78/65 mph, fined $75 - Dostal.

Sara A. Mullins, Elgin, NE 

Court NewsCourt News
4/30/23 speeding 75/65 mph, 
fined $25 - Dostal.

David M. Trujillo, Stratford, 
TX 5/17/23 overtaking/
passing prohibited, fined $25 - 
Kavan.

Elijah L. Pellatz, Royal, NE 
5/26/23 speeding 75/65 mph, 
fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Dad T. Fredrick, Newton, IA 
5/30/23 speeding 79/65 mph, 
fined $75 - Detlefsen.

Francis L. Brundle, Jr., 
Page, NE 2/17/22 littering-1st 

The family of Leora “Lee” 
Sullivan are requesting a 
Card Shower in honor of her 
90th birthday on July 18, 
2023. 

Cards of birthday and well-
wishes may reach her at: PO 
Box 66, Elgin, NE 68636-0066.

Card shower for
‘Lee’ Sullivan

offense, fined $100 - Lawson.
Kelcie M. Ferry, Creighton, 

NE 4/29/23 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Miller.

Taylor J. Parks (Dan 
Murray Construction LLC), 
Hoskins, NE 6/1/23 CMV-
Marking/Overweight capacity 
plates/CMV-Brake general, 
fined $500 - Asche.
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Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
July 11, 1963

Tom Demark, baseball talent 
scout from the Philadelphia 
Phillies, was in Elgin Tuesday 
and formulated plans with 
Coach Jerry Mundorf for a 
future training school and 
tryout camp to be held here. 
Demark said that with a few 
minor improvements that the 
Elgin ball park would need to 
be satisfactory for the camp. 
He expressed an interest in 
the local team and plans to 
return to Elgin this summer to 
watch the local team in action 
and promised to spend several 
hours working with the local 
Midgets.

Barbara Fangman, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Fangman, won a Shetland 
pony in a Rex Allen coloring 
contest July Fourth. The 
contest was sponsored by 
the two Neligh veterans 
organizations during their 
annual Independence Day 
celebration. 

George Ward, longtime 
businessman here, passed 
away rather unexpectedly 
Saturday after entering the 
hospital at Neligh. George 
had undergone lung surgery 
in May at Omaha and seemed 
to be improving until around 
a week ago. For a number of 
years he was a barber in Elgin, 

and for the past 25 years has 
been in the appliance and 
propane gas business.  
Fifty Years Ago
July 12, 1973

The Bank of Elgin will hold 
an “open house” next Saturday 
from two to five o’clock to 
enable patrons and friends to 
tour their remodeled interior. 
Refreshments will be served 
in their basement with gifts 
for everyone. 

Elgin firemen were 
summoned Tuesday afternoon 
around 3:50 to the Tom 
Schindler farm southwest of 
town. Musk thistles had been 
cut, piled and were being 
burned when the fire got out of 
control.

All Elgin baseball and 
softball teams were in action 
during the past week. The 
Girls Junior Softball team 
is 1-1 and the Senior Girls 
are 0-2 after opening their 
season with a home and home 
series with Petersburg. The 
Little Leaguers suffered 
their second loss but all other 
baseball teams won. The Pee 
Wees and Ponies conquered 
Brunswick and Neligh while 
the Midgets defeated Neligh 
and Albion. The Elgin Men’s 
softball team upped their 
record to 11-1 as they handled 
the Petersburg Leftovers to 
complete action for the week.  

Thirty Years Ago
July 21, 1993

Mike Beckman and Dave 
Schiltmeyer, two local men 
who were injured in a fall 
from scaffolding on July 
13 at Beckman Lumber, 
are recuperating at home. 
Beckman was released from 
the hospital last Friday, and 
Schiltmeyer was released on 
Sunday.

Large crowds of spectators 
attended the second annual 
Vetch Days Stock Dog Trial 
on Friday and Saturday, 
and the contest attracted 54 
entries this year. It was by 
far the largest U.S. Border 
Collie Association-sanctioned 
trial ever held in Nebraska, 
according to Jim and Chris 
Redding, who chaired the 

stock dog trial. Entries 
this year came from many 
communities in Nebraska, as 
well as the states of Kansas, 
Arizona, Montana, South 
Dakota, Iowa and Wisconsin.

Although weather 
conditions could be described 
as “uncertain” in Northeast 
Nebraska throughout the past 
weekend, all of the Elgin Vetch 
Days Celebration events were 
held as scheduled. Attendance 
was very good at all events 
this year, including two new 
events on Sunday - a Fly-In 
Breakfast and Motorcycle 
Poker Run. A total of 37 
warrants were issued for the 
Elgin Young Men’s Club “Jail 
and Bail” on Friday. A total 

The decision on whether to stay at home or continue to 
work is one of the toughest choices a mother will make.  It 
also comes with a lot of scrutiny and societal pressures.  I’ve 
seen people on both sides who were very opinionated about 
either choice.  It’s a topic that stirs up a lot of emotions and 
isn’t something that should be taken lightly.

I was pregnant with my first child and at the time, my 
husband and I barely made ends meet and my insurance was 
the better option.  As much as I wanted to stay home with 
our son, we couldn’t make it work financially.  So, I made 
the tough decision to go back to work.  The first time I took 
him to daycare, I only left him for a few hours and I cried the 

whole time.  I was heartbroken.
When our second son was born, we 

had just bought a house, and staying 
home just wasn’t an option.  Many of 
my friends stayed home, which just fu-
eled my jealousy.  I had one friend that 
also had a job, but when the time came, 
she ended up staying home and I was 
devasted.  I cried in the bathroom at 
church because I felt like no one knew 
what I was going through.

My sister stayed at home with all 
three of her children.  One time she 
made the comment, “I’m a stay-at-home 
mom so my job never ends.”  What?!  
Did she think that I came home from 
work, put my feet up and cracked open 
a cold beverage?  I still had to get up in 
the middle of the night for nightmares, 
I still had to make dinner and do laun-
dry.  No matter what happened that 
evening, I still had to get up and go to 
work the next day.  I was so frustrated 

that I began to resent all those that were able to stay home 
and care for their babies.

Then there are those that truly enjoy being working moth-
ers.  They want to have an identity outside of being a mother 
and they enjoy contributing financially.  Many feel a sense 
of purpose or have a calling to do their jobs.  I know of some 
that absolutely cannot fathom life at home.  I also know stay-
at-home moms that judge any mom that works outside the 
home because “that isn’t her place”.

Why do we do this to ourselves?  Why are we, as women, 
judging each other for making decisions that best suit our 
family and our unique circumstances?  I’m guilty of it and 
I think many of us are.  The stay-at-home mom is jealous 
of the “break” the working mom gets, oftentimes greater 
financial stability, and experiences that come with profes-
sional development.  Those at work are jealous of the quality 
time and witnessing all the milestones.  Both options present 
challenges and both are hard.

I learned the most from my best friend who has worked 
and has stayed at home.  She can attest that they are both 
hard, just in different ways.  Instead of resenting others for 
their choices or the opportunities they have, why don’t we 
lift each other up?  Why don’t we encourage each other to do 
our best each day for our kiddos?

It’s not a competition.  If it was, I’m not even in the run-
ning.  Although I still get jealous from time to time, I’m 
starting to feel comfortable with my role and I’m making the 
most of it.  I encourage all of us to be more understanding of 
each other and respect one another.

Comments are welcome and can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com. 

The great debate

Community Center Menus
 Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 

Monday, July 17: Spaghetti w/meat sauce, lettuce salad, 
green beans, pineapple, garlic stick, milk.

Tuesday, July 18: Chicken & rice casserole, mixed 
vegetables, pears, milk.

Wednesday, July 19: (Thanksgiving in July evening meal 
fundraiser), Turkey-stuffing, mashed potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, corn, pumpkin dessert, milk.

Thursday, July 20: Liver & onions OR ham, baked potato, 
creamed peas, cantaloupe, milk.

Friday, July 21: BBQ riblets on bun, potato wedges, carrots, 
fruit cocktail, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 

the Community Center. and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 

and older. Under 60 is $8.50. Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15 p.m. 

See BACK, Page 10

Representatives from the local Young N’ Lively club met 
with the Elgin City Council last week in preparation for the 
upcoming ‘Treasures in the Park’ (TIP) event.

Deb Warren, Kathy Dinslage and Lynell Morgan spoke to 
the council about the availability of certain camp sites for 
exhibitors who need electricity (ice cream, coffee, etc.).

Mayor Mike Schmitt said unless there is an overabundance of 
campers in the park, that shouldn’t be a problem.

Held the second Sunday in September, TIP has grown every 
year to become a popular attraction for the community. 

Dinslage then raised a question about campers who may have 
dogs. She said TIP would like to make sure, since there are kids 
and adults in the park at that time, no camper lets their dog out 
without it being on a leash.

“It’s a concern for short and long term campers,” she said.
City Clerk Kristin Childers said there are no stipulations on 

dogs in the campgrounds, but it is noted on the sign about how 
dogs need to be kept on a leash. 

Dinslage said campers have, in the past, let their dogs out to 
run in the park without a leash. One suggestion was made that, 
if there are campers in the park that weekend, a note be placed 
on their door on Friday about the need to leash their pets as TIP 
will be held on Sunday. “We will ask them, we will do whatever 
we have to,” Schmitt said.

Young N’ Lively asks for City’s 
help for ‘Treasures’ event

Disturbing the peace costs
Stromsburg woman $1,000
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Katelynn Westley, also known as Katelynn Marker, 25, of 
Stromsburg waived her right to a jury trial and changed her plea 
to guilty on each of three counts of disturbing the peace, com-
mitted Jan. 26. Taylor fined Westley $250 on each count, placed 
her on probation for six months, including $220 in fees, and as-
sessed $50 costs. Probation terms included letters of apology to 
be approved by probation officer.

Westley was represented by Dennis Morland of Norfolk.
Morgan K. Anson, 25, of Orchard faced Taylor on a single 

count, no proof of financial responsibility, a Class 2 misdemean-
or committed May 18. Anson waived her right to counsel and 
pleaded guilty. She was fined $100 and assessed $50 costs.

Gaylen L. Dredge, 60, of Neligh faced Taylor for further ar-
raignment, accused of driving during revocation, a Class 2 mis-
demeanor committed March 20. Dredge pleaded guilty and was 
fined $100 and assessed $50 costs.

Dalton C. Hurlburt, 22, of Norfolk appeared on three infraction 
counts, Count I, possession of marijuana, less than one ounce; 
Count II, possession of drug paraphernalia; and Count III, speed-
ing, 75 miles per hour in 65 mph zone. Hurlburt waived his right 
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Disclaimer: I have never owned, driven, or rid-
den a traditional two-wheel motorcycle. I sat on 
one owned by my late brother. But in more than 
five decades as a reporter 

I have covered numerous accidents involving 
motorcycles with any variety of other vehicles. I 
have seen dead bodies and spent time waiting and 
praying in hospital emergency rooms. I have also 

covered countless hours of 
debate about repealing the 
helmet law.

That said, I must admit I 
was surprised that the 2023 
Legislature passed such 
a bill (LB91 amended to 
LB138) to remove the state’s 
helmet law for riders aged 
21 and older who have com-
pleted a motorcycle safety 
course and agree to wear 
shatterproof protective eye 
equipment or have a wind-
shield on their bike.

But I shouldn’t have been, 
given that this Legislature 
appeared to collectively 
bristle at laws being shoved 
down their throats by 
government. Remember 
abortion and transgender 
health care?

Giving riders the option of wearing a helmet be-
ginning January 1, 2024, probably didn’t seem out 
of line to them. Chief sponsor Sen. Ben Hansen of 
Blair said states surrounding Nebraska already 
have adopted similar measures, many with even 
lower age requirements, without negative conse-
quences.

I can hear my mother asking, “If everyone else 
jumped off a cliff, would you do it too?”

“The bill is more conservative in nature so that 
we can make sure we are doing our due diligence 
to protect [riders] as best we can, but also give 
them the freedom and liberty to choose to wear a 
helmet or not,” Hansen said during floor debate. 
Interesting that conservative and carrot both 
start with “c.”

Bennington Sen. Wendy DeBoer admitted that 
helmets save lives and riders should opt to wear 
them, but “the government should not be involved 
in these personal decisions.”

North Platte Sen. Mike Jacobson, a banker, said 
the state loses out when riders traveling to the 
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in South Dakota avoid 
Nebraska, taking significant economic activity 
with them. 

That event is August 4-13 this year, four months 
before the repeal takes effect.  

Brainard Sen. Bruce Bostelman spoke in op-
position to the proposal saying that over the years 
there has been significant opposition from a 
variety of medical associations and health profes-
sionals. 

Data shows that the number of deaths and 
significant injuries has increased in states that 
removed helmet requirements.

Columbus Sen. Mike Moser said the Legislature 
should encourage people to wear helmets for their 
own safety by maintaining the legal requirement 
to do so. 

“Government tells us to wear seatbelts. Govern-
ment tells us to obey speed limits. They tell us to 
obey stop lights,” Moser said. “Government tells 
us what to do all the time.”

Hansen said the choice to wear a helmet is an is-
sue of freedom and individuals who are in favor of 
it support the right to take responsibility for their 
own safety.

OK senator. Then perhaps we should amend the 
law next session to require riders to provide proof 
of health insurance and long- term disability care 
so the state doesn’t have to pick up the tab for 
those freedom riders who are head injured but 
can’t pay for their own care.

For years, the chief opponent of the measure 
was a now-deceased Omaha senator who brought 
his motorcycle accident head-injured adult son to 
the hearing in a wheelchair. 

The son didn’t have to say much, couldn’t say 

much. 
But the pain in the face of that broken body spoke 

volumes.
During the committee hearing on Hansen’s bill, 

Dr. Daniel Rosenquist representing the Nebraska 
Medical Association said helmets reduce serious 
injury and lower health care costs, saving taxpay-
ers’ money. 

“While there are inherent risks in riding motor-

cycles, helmets are the single most effective way to 
save lives,” Rosenquist said.

So, senators, consider proof of health insurance 
and long-term disability care to get a waiver on 
helmet wearing, because you can’t fix stupid.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for more than 20 years.

Hold on, motorcycle helmets required until January 1

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Letter to the
Editor

Dear Editor,
I hope you and your families had a 

wonderful Independence Day! Amid 
the fireworks and celebrations, 
there’s exciting things happening in 
telecommunications, right here in 
Nebraska.  

News broke last week that Nebras-
ka is primed to receive $405 million 
in a federal grant from the Broad-
band, Equity, Access and Deploy-
ment Program (BEAD), funds which 
will be used to deploy high-speed, 
high quality internet services to the 
state’s under-served communities. 
Then, just days later, Governor Pillen 
announced his appointment of the 
State’s first broadband director to 
oversee Nebraska’s broadband efforts 
and its use of the federal funds. Gov-
ernor Pillen is set to further high-
light the importance of broadband 
this Thursday, embarking on a state 
tour dedicated to this very subject.

These announcements signal the 
importance of broadband to Nebras-
ka’s economic competitiveness and 
growth, and clearly align with rec-
ommendations from a previous Platte 
Institute study. In our 2022 white-
paper titled “A Blueprint for Better 
Broadband in Nebraska,” we under-
scored the critical importance of 
high-speed broadband, and outlined 
potential funding structures, regula-
tory changes, and partnerships that 
could transform Nebraska’s digital 
landscape.  

At the Platte Institute, our mission 
has always been to remove barriers 
to growth and opportunity. Now, we 
are presented with a monumental 
opportunity to achieve this in the 
realm of broadband access. However, 
the challenge lies in effectively di-
recting these resources to maximize 
benefits for all Nebraskans. 

First, we must use this influx to 
stimulate private-sector investment 
in Nebraska’s broadband infra-
structure. Broadband expansion in 
Nebraska to date has been driven 
largely by private-sector action, 
motivated by prospects of financial 
returns, and regulated by the scru-
tiny of shareholders. These private 
entities, equipped with their risk 
management expertise, must con-
tinue to play a significant role in our 
digital journey. 

Next, we must ensure the prudent 
and effective use of the federal funds. 
Transparency, accountability, and 
the reduction of regulatory barriers 
should be the foundational principles 
of this effort. We need a robust and 
coordinated strategy between provid-
ers and public entities to maximize 
the impact of this investment. 

Broadband, in today’s intercon-
nected world, is not merely a service. 
It is the lifeblood of our education, 
healthcare, government services, 
business operations, and personal 
lives. It’s the key to unlocking limit-
less potential and opportunity for 
individuals and communities alike. 

As we navigate this digital revolu-
tion, it’s crucial that we guide this 
influx of resources responsibly 
and strategically. Only then can we 
fully empower all Nebraskans with 
high-speed broadband access, fueling 
growth, innovation, and prosperity 
across our great state. 

Jim Vokal, CEO of the Platte Insti-
tute and host of Nebraskanomics.

The deadline for 
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) forms for the 
2023-2024 academic year 
recently closed on June 
30th. FAFSA is the form 
students and prospective 
students fill out to apply 
for grants, work-study, 
and low-interest loans 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education. Before the 
next FAFSA application 
cycle opens up on October 
1, there is a critical error 
that Congress must fix to 
ensure farm families can 
continue to receive fair 
consideration of their ap-
plications for aid. 

In 2022, over 80,000 Ne-
braskans filed for federal financial assistance 

for higher education through the FAFSA form. 
Millions of American families, including tens 
of thousands in Nebraska, rely on federal fi-
nancial aid to afford college. The once 108-ques-
tions-long form was overly complex. Efforts 
under both Presidents Donald Trump and Joe 
Biden have worked to simplify it.

During the most recent simplification effort 
last year, however, The FAFSA Simplification 
Act changed the way a family’s assets, income 
and debt are calculated. As written, the rule 
unfairly assumes that small businesses and 
family farms can liquidate assets quickly to 
pay for college. This is despite the longstanding 
FAFSA process exclusion of non-liquid farm 
assets, such as farmland and equipment. These 
exclusions protected our farm families’ access 
to federal student aid. The repercussions of 
this new rule would be devastating for farm 
families and other similar family-owned small 
businesses across the country. The most the 
significant change to FAFSA included alter-
ing the federal needs analysis formula used 

to determine students’ financial aid eligibili-
ty. Without being fixed, this change could force 
small businesses and family agriculture opera-
tions to choose between sending their children 
to college and liquidating assets or dismantling 
their businesses.

I’m a big believer in making government 
services as easy for taxpayers to access and 
navigate as possible. I commend the previous 
Congresses for working to simplify and stream-
line the FAFSA application. However, the nega-
tive impact last year’s changes will have on 
farm families must be addressed swiftly before 
applications open with these new mandates on 
October 1.

I’m often reminded in Washington how easy 
it is for government bureaucracy to fall out 
of touch with the very people it is supposed 
to serve. This FAFSA situation is yet another 
reminder of how critical it is to stay vigilant 
and ensure we are constantly sharing the real-
ity facing agriculture families. Agriculture is 
the heart and soul of what we do in Nebraska, 

and I’m honored to fight for our family farms, 
ranches, and other agriculture-based business-
es in Washington.  

It is our duty to make sure farm families 
aren’t punished for the essential job they do 
to feed and fuel our nation. There are  44,800  
farms and ranches in Nebraska and small busi-
nesses represent  99.1%  of all private enter-
prises in Nebraska. That’s why I’m proud to be 
an original co-sponsor of Senator Joni Ernst’s 
(R-IA) Family Farm and Small Business Ex-
emption Act. The bipartisan bill would exempt 
family farms and small businesses from the 
new requirements in the FAFSA form. It is my 
hope Congress and the administration will 
work together quickly to protect these families’ 
access to federal aid.

Along with Senator Fischer and the rest of 
my colleagues in the Nebraska delegation, my 
team and I are here to serve you. Contact my 
team and I anytime by phone at  202-224-4224 or 
on my website  at  www.ricketts.senate.gov/
contact.

This past week, Americans celebrated the an-
niversary of the founding of our country. The 
Fourth of July is a day we reflect on our indepen-

dence – freedoms that have 
been hard-fought since the 
inception of our nation. 

We owe so much to the 
men and women who serve 
our nation in uniform. They 
defend our independence 
at home and abroad, and 
it would be impossible to 
celebrate the Fourth of July 
without acknowledging 
their contributions to the 
cause of freedom around the 
world.

Our country was founded 
on the idea that our people, 
not a monarch, would guide 
our government. 

The often-referenced 
preamble of Declaration of 
Independence lays out a se-
ries of “self-evident” truths 

that still guide us today. 
All men are created equal and endowed by our 

Creator with certain unalienable rights: life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.

America is, truly, the land of opportunity. 
Through hard work and determination, some-

thing Nebraskans know well, we’ve taken an ex-
periment that began on July 4, 1776 and turned into 
a prosperous, free nation. 

Our best days are still ahead of us, and our past 
and present challenges remind us of the respon-
sibility we each hold to treasure and protect the 
freedoms we hold dear.

We’ve got work to do, but America is still the 
best country in the world. In his farewell address, 
President Ronald Reagan famously elaborated on 
his vision of America as the shining city on a hill. 
America as the shining city was and is not new 
concept, but Independence Day is a fitting time to 
reflect on just what it means. 

In his address, Reagan said, “After 200 years, two 
centuries, she still stands strong and true on the 
granite ridge, and her glow has held steady no mat-
ter what storm. 

And she’s still a beacon, still a magnet for all who 
must have freedom, for all the pilgrims from all the 
lost places who are hurtling through the darkness, 
toward home.”

The United States is our home, and we are fortu-
nate to be able to say that. We’ve weathered many 
storms, but our glow is steady and our people are 
strong. 

Serving as your congressman is a great honor, 
and I will always take seriously the responsibility 
to preserve liberty. 

May God bless you and may God bless the United 
States of America.  

Country founded on the belief that
people, not a monarch, would rule

Nebraska’s farm families need college to stay affordable
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Funeral services for Lois 
Rose Kumm, age 87, of Bruns-
wick were held at 10:00 A.M. 

Thursday, 
July 6th at the 
Zion Lutheran 
Church in 
Plainview.  
Officiating 
the service 
was Pastor 
Scott Kir-
choff.  Inter-
ment followed 
at the Bruns-

wick Cemetery.  
Visitation was be held from 

5-7 P.M. Wednesday, July 5th at 
the Zion Lutheran Church. 

Lois passed away July 
2, 2023 at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center in 
Omaha.  

Ashburn Funeral Home in 
Plainview is in charge of ar-
rangements.

*****
Lois Rose Kumm was born 

July 6, 1935 in Brunswick to 
Lovern & Helen Snodgrass.  
She was baptized on July 26, 
1945 at the Plainview Country 
Club by Rev. A.W. Marts and 
was confirmed on March 25, 
1956 by Pastor Marcus Gerike 
at the Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Osmond, 
NE.  

Lois attended school at 
Brunswick Public School and 
graduated in 1952.  She mar-
ried John J. Kumm on March 
15, 1955 by Pastor Easterday 
at the Community Church in 
Brunswick.  

Lois & John were blessed 
with two children, Janelle 
Gilpin & Randy Kumm of 
Brunswick.  

Survivors include her hus-
band, John Kumm; daughter 
Janelle Gilpin of Norfolk and 
her children Kristy (Eric) 
Matson of Smithville, MO, 
Kim (Justin) Bruha of Plain-
view, NE, & Brian (Chenae) 
Gilpin of Heartford, S.D.; Son 

Randall (Lorri) Kumm of 
Brunswick and their children 
Sarah (Phil) Rasmussen of Wa-
hoo, NE and Amanda (Brauk) 
Thomas of Yutan, NE; great-
grandchildren: Noah & Kaitlin 
Matson; Brodi, Brayden, Bry-
sen & Breanna Bruha; Chay-
Lee & Leim Gilpin; Taylin and 
Cooper Rasmussen; and Ry-
land Thomas.  Also surviving 
her are brothers and sisters-
in-laws Gerald & Hazel Kumm 
and Dale & Verona Howard.  

Lois was preceded in death 
by her parents Lovern & Helen 
Snodgrass and a brother and 
sister-in-law, Marvin & Janice 
Koehler.

Lois Rose Kumm, 87
She was a member of the Class of 1952 at Brunswick High School.

ObituariesObituaries

Donna (Welding) Longaneck-
er, 89, of Tucson, Arizona 
passed away on May 4, 2023.

Donna was 
born on Au-
gust 29, 1933, 
in Elgin, 
Nebraska, the 
daughter of 
the late Gil-
bert and Ava 
Clare (Josten) 
Welding, the 
oldest of eight 
children. She 

married Robert Longanecker 
(Neligh, Nebraska) in 1952, 
and then started her journey 
to see the world. Robert was 
in the US Navy, and later the 
Air Force. They traveled to 
Morocco (Africa), Montana, 
Tucson, Mississippi, Germany, 
then back to Tucson where 
they retired. Donna has been a 
resident of Tucson for the past 
50 years. From a small town 
farm girl from Nebraska, she 
truly saw the world.

Donna worked as a secre-
tary in various squadrons at 
Ramstein Air Force Base (Ger-
many) and Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base (Tucson). She 
later worked as a legal secre-
tary and real estate agent for 
many years in Tucson. She 
volunteered as a tax preparer 
for senior citizens and at St 
Cyril’s Church office. She 

loved to putter in her garden, 
cook family dinners, and 
complete the daily newspaper 
crossword puzzle.

Family was the most impor-
tant to Donna.  She raised four 
children throughout those Air 
Force years of moving. Donna 
is remembered by many fam-
ily and friends for her ‘gift of 
time’ to others. Everyone will 
truly miss her.

Donna is survived by her 
four children and their spous-
es (all of Tucson) - Anita Mess-
ier and her husband Paul; Tom 
Longanecker; Dan Longaneck-
er and his wife Natasha; Sarah 
Walcott and her husband Rob-
ert; grandchildren Rachael 
Longanecker, Kelsey Walcott 
and her husband Rufe Bynum; 
great granddaughter, Maya 
Andrysiak; siblings Barbara 
Kiley (Orchard, Nebraska), 
Phillip (Pete) Welding (Grand 
Island, Nebraska), Bob Weld-
ing (Morrison, Colorado), 
Joyce Knievel (Neligh, Nebras-
ka), Keith Welding (O’Neill, 
Nebraska).

She was predeceased by her 
loving husband of 60 years, 
Robert Longanecker; grand-
son Justin Longanecker; and 
brothers Derald Welding and 
Kenneth Welding.

Donna was laid to rest May 
19th, next to her husband, 
Robert, in East Lawn Palms 

Mortuary & Cemetery, Tuc-
son, Arizona. 

The family invites friends 
and family to join them on 
Tuesday, August 29, 2023, 8 
a.m. at the daily mass at St. 
Cyril’s Catholic Church, 4725 
E. Pima Street, Tucson, AZ 

85712. 
A celebration of her life will 

immediately follow at East 
Lawn Palms Mortuary, 5801 
E Grant Road, Tucson, Ari-
zona, 85712. You are welcome 
to attend one or both remem-
brances.

Donna (Welding) Longanecker, 89
Born in Elgin, she was a small town farm girl who truly saw the world.

of 577 persons were served at 
the Vetch Days Burger Fry on 
Sunday afternoon.      
Twenty Years Ago
July 9, 2003

Hail and damaging winds 
accompanied a strong 
thunderstorm that hit much 
of Antelope County Saturday 
evening, July 5. The area 
hardest hit was west of St. 
John’s Church, where some 
fields were totally wiped out 
by hail. Some center pivot 
systems were also overturned 
by the storm in that area. 

Elgin area children have 
been attending story hours 
at the Elgin Public Library 
on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings. On July 2nd, 4-H 
member Ben Beckman read 
a story about sheep, and his 
dad, Scott Beckman, brought a 
sheep to town for the children 
to see. 

Two Elgin girls, Amanda 
Miller and Tara Hutchinson, 

From Page Four
Looking Back

were co-winners of a local 
qualifying talent competition 
Saturday July 5 at Norfolk. 
They will be competing in 
the “Siouxland Idol” final 
competition on August 9 in 
Sioux City, IA. The winner 
will be flown to Hollywood to 
audition for “American Idol”.

Donations totaling $950 
to Elgin organizations 
and programs were made 
Tuesday July 8, by the Kinder 
Morgan Foundation’s KM for 
Kids program. KM for Kids 
contributed $200 to an Artist 
in Residence program for 
Elgin Public Schools, $200 
for an Artist in Residence 
program for St. Boniface 
and Pope John schools, $200 
to the Summer Accelerated 
Reading Program, $200 to the 
Elgin Public Library Summer 
Reading Program as well as  
$150 to the Elgin Chapter of 
Future Farmers of America.

By Betty Kallhoff



6  Wednesday, July 12, 2023 
 The Elgin ReviewArea NewsArea News

See SOLAR, Page Eight

The University of Nebraska 
Medical Center has announced 
its spring 2023 dean’s list for 
students enrolled in nursing, 
dentistry, pharmacy and the 
allied health professions.  

 To qualify for the dean’s list, 
nursing and the allied health 
students must be enrolled for 
12 or more hours during the 

UNMC announces spring 2023 dean’s list
semester and have a grade 
point average of 3.75 or above. 
To qualify for the pharmacy 
dean’s list, students must place 
in the top 20 percent of their 
class and maintain a grade 
point average of 3.5 or above. 
Dental students must be in the 
top 10 percent of their class for 
the semester. 

COLLEGE OF ALLIED 
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Radiography
Petersburg -- Caitlin Nelson
COLLEGE OF NURSING
Lincoln Division
Tilden -- Amber Miller
Kearney Division
Petersburg -- Faith Kinney

By Nancy Gaarder
Flatwater Free Press

Dan Griffith is just scraping 
by.

His work restoring wind-
mills and the income from his 
farmland has kept the lights 
on, he said, but not much more.

That could change – if 
Griffith’s plans survive one of 
the latest controversies to grip 
rural Nebraska.

Griffith’s 160 acres in 
Lancaster County, typically 
planted with corn and soy-
beans, are prime real estate 
for Nebraska’s newest “cash 
crop”: solar power.

“I’ve been working dead-end 
jobs since I got out of college,” 
said Griffith, 40. “With the 
solar farm, once it gets going, 
I could see maybe in excess of 
six figures a year — steadily.”

Long after wind power 
arrived in the state, large-
scale solar energy is reaching 
Nebraska, with the first major 
project going on line next year. 
The 81-megawatt project will 
supply power to the Omaha 
Public Power District through 
solar panels situated across 
500 acres. Six other large-scale 
projects are in the works, 
including the one Griffith 
is banking on in Lancaster 
County.

But where Griffith and 
others see opportunity, even 
necessity, some rural resi-
dents see betrayal. And it has 
sparked a backlash across the 
state, resulting in a lawsuit in 
Lancaster County, the recall 
of an elected official in Saun-
ders County and solar zoning 
regulations in Kearney and 
Gage counties that are among 
some of the most restrictive in 
the nation.

The resistance factored into 
an OPPD proposal to back off 
its explicit commitment to 
add significant amounts of 
solar power. Instead the utility 
proposes to commit to “non-
emitting” fuel, a change that it 
says will also give it more flex-
ibility in responding to market 
conditions. 

With solar, as with wind, Ne-
braska is at a crossroads: How 
— and whether — to integrate 
large-scale solar energy into 
the fabric of rural life? The 
issue is dividing communities 
in Nebraska and nationally as 
it raises larger questions about 
land rights, economic growth 
and the health of the planet.

Solar is not new in Nebras-
ka. There are numerous small 
projects across the state and 
about 20 that generate at least 
1 megawatt, according to the 
Nebraska Department of En-
vironment and Energy. That 
includes Norfolk’s 8.5 mega-
watt site, currently Nebraska’s 
largest.

But the seven projects in 
the pipeline are exponentially 
larger than existing ones. If 
all materialize, they would 
generate about 1,900 mega-
watts of solar power, enough to 
equal about 18% of Nebraska’s 
electric generation capacity 
as of 2021, based on state and 
federal data.

Whether they all materialize 
in light of the coalescing oppo-
sition remains to be seen.

The soon-to-be-completed 
Saunders County project and a 
much larger one getting under-
way in Cass County withstood 
challenges by some residents.

In Lancaster County, land-
owners opposing the $320 mil-
lion, 1,800-acre Salt Creek So-
lar project have filed a lawsuit 
seeking to stop it. They argue 
that they purchased their acre-
ages based on documents indi-
cating that the adjoining land 
would remain agricultural.

Arrival of large-scale solar projects
in Nebraska met with resistance

“The lawsuit brought by 
the homeowners is not in 
opposition to solar power or 
the planned solar facility as 
a whole,” said their attorney, 
Damien J. Wright. “Rather, 
the lawsuit relates to whether 
solar-related equipment can 
be installed on outlots located 
within the subdivisions that 
were specifically reserved for 
agricultural and rural use.”

Attorneys representing 
the solar developer and four 
landowners contend that solar 
is indeed an agricultural use: 
“Salt Creek’s project will har-
vest a natural resource, the 
sun,” the attorneys wrote in 
court documents.

A judge is currently consid-
ering the case.

In Saunders County, Teresa 
Akeson and some of her neigh-
bors tried to stop the project 
being developed for OPPD.

“The desire by big-money 
business to do and get what 
they want overruns local gov-
ernments –  all the way down 
to the little guy just trying to 
do the best they can for their 
families,” said Akeson. Like 
many of those on both sides 
of the issue, Akeson’s family 
has farmed in Nebraska for 
generations.

OPPD is experiencing un-
precedented growth, and its 
leaders say it must double its 
output in the next decade. Re-
newable energy is among the 
most cost-effective solutions, 
according to OPPD. 

When opponents failed to 
stop the project, they turned 
their attention to longtime 
Saunders County Board 
Member Doris Karloff, whose 
family owns property where 
the solar farm is being built. 
Karloff recused herself from 
the board discussion and the 
vote, which was unanimous. 
Still, her neighbors vented 
their anger by recalling her 
from office in 2021. Karloff 
could not be reached for com-
ment.

Opposition in a few counties 
has been so intense, officials 
have enacted extensive buffer 
zones between solar panels 
and the homes of nonpartici-
pating landowners. 

Kearney County has re-
quired a quarter-mile buffer 
for several years. At the end 
of May, Gage County adopted 
regulations that include a half-
mile buffer.

Emily Haxby, a Gage Coun-
ty board member who has 
worked for stricter regula-
tion of renewables, said solar 
developers can “shrink” the 
setbacks by securing waivers 
from neighboring landowners, 
including, possibly by paying 
those landowners. 

“I’m a fifth-generation 
farmer and I want to protect 
what I’m going to be passing 
along to my, hopefully, next 
generation,” she said. “I want 
to make regulations based on 
community decisions.”

The Gage and Kearney 
County setbacks are among 
the strictest solar buffer zones 
in the nation, said Matthew Ei-
senson, an attorney who leads 
the Renewable Energy Legal 
Defense Initiative at New 
York’s Columbia University. 

Outside of those two coun-
ties, Eisenson said Nebraska 
“appears to have relatively few 
serious restrictions on solar 
energy.”

One of the primary criti-
cisms of solar power is the 
amount of land it requires and 
whether renewable energy is a 
proper use of that land.

“(Solar) doesn’t produce elec-
tricity 24 hours a day, and they 
are trying to put it on the best 

dryland ag land in the state,” 
said Duane Murdoch, who is 
in his third term on the Cass 
County Board. “If you put it 
on poor land, I’m all for it.”

Utilities say solar is valu-
able because it generates 
power during the day when 
electrical demand is highest 
and it does so at a lower cost 
than building a coal or nucle-
ar plant.

Some opponents go a step 
further than Murdoch and 
say large-scale solar doesn’t 
belong in rural areas.

“When you move out to the 
country, ag is there, it’s not 
a new industry,” said Haxby. 
“You’re making an informed 
decision that farming will 
occur in the place you are 
choosing to live. When you 
bring in a new industry, that’s 
not something you choose to 
live next to.”

Griffith, one of the land 
owners hoping to lease his 
property for the Lancaster 
County project and whose 
land is not a target of that 
lawsuit, said neighboring 
acreages shouldn’t be able to 
dictate how he uses his land.

“(Neighbors) are fighting it 
tooth and nail because they 
think they have more say over 
it because of their 5 acres, 
quite honestly,” he said.

Murdoch was among those 
who lobbied for stricter 
setbacks when Cass County 
wrote zoning rules that would 
govern a solar project NextEra 
Energy Resources is develop-
ing near Murray. 

NextEra has leased 3,000 
acres. About 40%-50% of that 
will be for setbacks from 
roads and adjoining proper-
ties, riparian areas, drain-
age and trees, said Matthew 
Jones, project developer.

NextEra plans to invest 
about $476 million in the site, 
which would generate about 
320 megawatts of electricity, 
enough to power as many as 
66,000 households. The Flor-
ida-based company has, or is 
developing, wind projects in 
eight Nebraska counties. 

NextEra chose the site for 
the solar farm, in part, be-
cause of its proximity to the 
grid. It would use less than 1% 
of farmland in Cass County.

The Engelkemier family, 
who trace their Nebraska 
farm roots to 1875, wrestled 
for a year with whether to 
lease some of their land to 
NextEra. 

“We spent about 11 months 
with an attorney,” said Larry 
Engelkemier. “It was a deci-
sion that was not made quick-
ly.

They ultimately decided: 
Yes.

“One of the reasons I wanted 
to go into solar was to diver-
sify our agricultural income 
source and allow the land to 
naturally rejuvenate during 
the solar lease,” he said. “We 
want to keep the farms in the 
Engelkemier name for future 
generations.”

The family sees solar as 
ag-based energy production, 
similar to ethanol and biofu-
els.

“If you take a look at the 
current agricultural situation, 
a lot of it is green energy,” 
Engelkemier said, pointing to 
corn and soybeans.

Currently, solar makes up 
less than 1% of the state’s 
electricity, while coal consti-
tutes almost 50% and wind 
about 25%. The rest is largely 
nuclear and hydropower, 
according to the state energy 
department. 

Nebraska’s largest operating solar farm is an 8.5 megawatt facility on the west side of Norfolk that went 
on line in 2022. It is a partnership between Norfolk and Nebraska Public Power District and can power 
about 1,250 homes when operating at full capacity on a sunny day. Trees, shrubs and other landscap-
ing are planned as a screen between the panels and the public’s view. Next year, a facility in Saunders 
County will go on line and become the largest operating solar farm in the state. Photo courtesy of the 
City of Norfolk

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The Honorable Donna Taylor 
heard two old Antelope County 
court cases, that included sev-
eral arrest warrants when she 
presided from the bench at the 
Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh on July 5.

Taylor issued a time-pay 
warrant for Lucan Coronado, 
45, of Lincoln for his failure 
to pay fines for two infraction 
counts committed in 2021. 

Coronado was cited Aug. 6, 
2021, for possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia 
found when he was arrested 
in Neligh on an active Lan-
caster County warrant. An 
Antelope County warrant was 
subsequently issued by Taylor 
on Sept. 1 and served at Lan-
caster County Corrections on 
Sept. 3. He pleaded guilty by 
waiver, agreeing to pay $451 
by Nov. 3. Another warrant 
was issued Nov. 8, 2021, when 
he had not paid the fine/costs. 
The warrant was served June 
3 this year, in Lincoln, and 
Coronado posted $150 (15% of 
$1,500) bond and was ordered 
to appear in court July 5 to 
show cause why fine and costs 
were not paid. When he failed 
to appear, Taylor signed yet 
another warrant for his arrest.

Antoine J. Edwards Jr. 29, 
of Omaha, waived his right 

Two-year-old warrants served, others issued
to counsel and entered a no 
contest plea to a Class 3 mis-
demeanor charge of driving 
during suspension, before re-
instatement, committed Sept. 
6, 2021. Taylor fined him $100 
and ordered him to pay $54 
costs of prosecution.

Edwards had failed to ap-
pear in court Oct. 6, 2021, and 
a warrant was subsequently 
issued Nov. 15, for his ar-
rest. A $25 fine for speeding, 
charged as Count II, was paid 
by waiver in November 2021 
but a December 2021 attempt 
to handle the DUS charge by 
waiver was denied. The war-
rant was served in Richardson 
County on Aug. 7, 2022. Again, 
he failed to appear Sept. 6, 
2022, with another warrant 
issued Sept. 22, 2022. That 
warrant was served June 14, 
this year, in Sarpy County.

*****
Pepper W. Marchant, 24, 

of Neligh faced Taylor on an 
allegation he had violated 
probation. Marchant request-
ed court-appointed counsel. 
Taylor found him indigent and 
appointed Antelope County 
public defender Patrick Car-
ney. The case is continued to 
July 19.

Information to revoke proba-
tion, filed by Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith on June 
21, alleges Marchant violated a 

requirement for drug testing. 
His probation officer reported 
Marchant had received seven 
administrative sanctions for 
failing to report for chemical 
testing as directed and had 
been referred for evaluations, 
programming and additional 
monitoring. Since his lat-
est sanction in April, he had 
allegedly failed to report for 
chemical testing May 12, May 
23 and June 7. 

Marchant was placed on a 
24-month term of probation 
Feb. 17, 2021, on four Class 1 
misdemeanors, Count I, as-
sault public safety officer with 
bodily fluid, counts II and III 
assault and Count V, obstruct-
ing a peace officer.

Austin R. Bertschinger, 30, 
of Oakdale failed to appear 
for sentencing on a charge 
of attempted possession of a 
controlled substance. Carney 
appeared on Bertschinger’s 
behalf and asked for continu-
ance. Antelope County Attor-
ney Joe Smith objected. Taylor 
noted his failure to appear 
and rescheduled sentencing, 
indicating, “If the defendant 
appears on Aug. 2, at 11 a.m., 
the court won’t issue a war-
rant.” Bond posted Dec. 11, 
2022, in the amount of $1,000, 
10%, is continued.

See WARRANTS, Page Eight
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Proceedings — The Elgin City Council

Road Closing Resolution — Antelope County

Notice — Estate of James T. Meyer
NOTICE

Estate of JAMES T. MEYER, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
June 20, 2023, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR23-21, 
Cheryl Marie Watson, whose 
mailing address is 380 Robert 

Rd., Malcolm, Nebraska 68402, 
has been appointed as personal 
representative of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court 
on or before August 28, 2023 
or be forever barred. Creditors 
shall submit their claims to the 

Antelope County Court, P.O. Box 
26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: June 28, July 5 & 12, 
2023
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
July 3, 2023

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, July 
3, 2023, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act.

Councilmembers present for 
regular meeting were Mike Dvor-
ak, Jim Kittelson, Leigh Kluthe, 
and Craig Niewohner. 

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• June regular & special meet-
ings minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims             

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
109.84; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 82.87; APPEARA, 
su, 56.68; Brenda Reikofski, se, 
143.00; Dean’s Market, su, 23.54; 
Eakes, su, 4.79; Fitzgerald, Vet-
ter, Temple, Bartell & Henderson, 
se, 350.00; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 86.61; Prudential, retirement, 

326.66; American Funds, retire-
ment, 184.58; US Treasury, tax, 
4657.40; NE Dept. of Revenue, 
tax, 1704.04; Payroll, 3354.94

Transfers: 15000.00
SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 

2399.64
STREET: ERPPD, se, 915.24; 

Verizonwireless, su, 75.22; El-
gin One Stop, su, 25.57; Home-
town Station, fuel, 513.62; Ad-
vanced Consulting Engineering 
Services, se, 1250.00; Albracht 
Disposal Service, se, 1386.00; 
Econo Signs, su, 83.40; Bader’s 
Highway & Street, se, 6874.00; 
Corner Service & Tire, se, 
473.30; Bomgaars, su, 29.99; 
Jonny Dodge Chrysler Jeep, 
2023 pickup, 36250.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 36.80; Payroll, 
1734.95

WATER: ERPPD, se, 1235.17; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 54.37; Verizonwireless, 
su, 75.22; NE Health Lab, se, 
18.00; Rutjens Construction, rpr, 
2102.09; US Post Office, post-
age, 218.20; NE Dept. of Reve-
nue, tax, 26.63; Payroll, 3469.89

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 832.95; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.28; Midwest Laboratories 
Inc, se, 234.45; Sapp Bros,  Inc, 

su, 468.38; NE Dept of Reve-
nue, tax, 273.57; US Post Office, 
postage, 96.00; Payroll, 1310.96

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 146.29; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.47; APPEARA, su, 56.68; 
Lordemann Insurance, ins, 
2070.00; Heartland Fire Protec-
tion, equip, 5000.00; Midwest 
Automatic Fire Sprinkler, rpr, 
291.50; Black Hills Energy, se, 
154.66

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 5265.75; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00; US Post Office, postage, 
96.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 226.58; 
Great Plains Communica-
tion, se, 57.97; Elgin One Stop, 
su, 31.35; MARC, su, 131.61; 
Bomgaars, su, 164.51; Pettitt 
Plumbing Heating & A/C, rpr, 
3906.55; Dean’s Market, su, 
45.19; Black Hills Energy, se, 
465.84; NE Dept of Revenue, 
tax, 11.84; Bank of Elgin, loan, 
2227.79; Payroll, 7004.29

PARK: ERPPD, se, 161.81; 
Judy Johnson, refund, 38.70; 
Koinzan Enterprises, rpr, 58.95; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 12.99; NE 

Road Closing RESOLUTION
858th Road between 521st 

and 522nd Avenue
ANTELOPE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
WHEREAS, the Antelope 

County Board of Commissioners 
directed the County Highway Su-
perintendent to study the use of 
the county road (858th Road) lo-
cated between Sections 1, Town-
ship 26, Range 7 and Section 

36, Townships 27 North, Range 
7 West of the 6th Principal Merid-
ian, Antelope County, Nebraska.

WHEREAS, a written report 
of the use of the road has been 
completed by the Highway Su-
perintendent and is filed with the 
County Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the Board of Com-
missioners of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, that a public hearing 

date be set for 9:30 A.M. the 1st 
day of August 2023 to consider 
whether or not to vacate or aban-
don the road.  The County Clerk 
is hereby directed to send copies 
of this resolution by registered or 
certified mail to the abutting and 
adjacent landowners.
PUBLISH: July 12, 19 & 26, 
2023
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
CLASS C LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Section 53-135.01, a 
liquor license may be automati-
cally renewed for one year from 
November 1, 2023 for the follow-
ing retail Class C licensee to-wit:

Boomerangs
108 North Second Street, 

Liquor License Renewal — Boomerangs
in Elgin, Antelope County, 

Nebraska.
Notice is hereby given that 

written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal license 
may be filed by any resident of 
the City of Elgin, on or before 
Aug. 10, 2023, in the office of the 
City Clerk; that in the event pro-

tests are filed by three or more 
such persons, a hearing will be 
held to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should 
be allowed.

Kristin L. Childers,
City Clerk

PUBLISH: July 12, 2023
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
July 3rd, 2023

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approve Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the June 27th, 2023, 
Board of Commissioner & Board 
of Equalization Meetings.  Corre-

spondence was reviewed. 
No report from Zoning Admin-

istrator Report.
Road Superintendent Report: 

approved local financing for pav-
ing machine. Authorized High-
way Superintendent to study 
parking lot for bid proposals.

Approved Insured Case Sweep 
for funds pledging.

Quarterly jail inspection.
Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 12, 2023
ZNEZ

By Barb Bode and Dianne 
Gunderson
Co-Librarians

Summer Reading has 
wrapped up at the Elgin Public 
Library. We completed our 
“Camp Kindness” activities on 
June 28-29. 

We had an average of 40 
children for Story time and ap-
proximately 30 kids for Activ-
ity time. 

The Reading Challenge 
ended on July 7, however kids 
have until July 12th to spend 

Library NewsLibrary News
their “Book Bucks” they 
earned by reading. The store 
will close at the end of the day 
on July 12.

New books arriving recently 
include: Near Miss (A Stone 
Barrington Novel) by Stuart 
Woods, The Five-Star Weekend 
by Elin Hilderbrand, Cross 
Down: An Alex Cross and John 
Sampson Thriller by James 
Patterson, All That is Mine 
I Carry With Me: A Novel by 
William Landay, Palazzo: 
A Novel by Danielle Steel, 

Countdown: Amy Cornwall is 
Patterson’s Greatest Character 
since Lindsay Boxer by James 
Patterson,  Collateral Damage: 
An Ali Reynolds Mystery by 
J.A. Jance, The Happiness Plan 
by Susan Mallery, Identify: 
A Novel by Nora Roberts, Her 
Only Wish by Shelley Shepard 
Gray, I Will Find You by Har-
lan Coben, The Last Sinner by 
Lisa Jackson, My Heart Will 
Find You by Jude Deveraux, 
The Survivor (Eve Duncan) by 
Iris Johansen, Zero Days by 
Ruth Ware, The Trackers by 
Charles Frazier,   

We have also received the 
DVD: The Super Mario Bros. 
Movie with Chris Pratt and Ju-
venile books Stink: Superhero 
Superfan by Megan McDon-
ald and Storm Blitz by Lane 
Walker

Our Camp Kindness mes-
sage for everyone is “In A 
World Where You Can Be 
Anything – Be Kind”. Enjoy 
the rest of your summer and 
keep reading!

Dept. of Revenue, tax, 50.62; 
Payroll, 1748.83

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 60.69; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.48; Eakes, su, 281.96; 
Rutjens Construction, se, 
550.00; Koinzan Enterprises, 
capital, 5266.85; Dean’s Market, 
su, 11.44; Black Hills Energy, se, 
51.54; Payroll, 1199.52

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 222.56
RESCUE: Quick Med Claims, 

su, 213.44; Jessica Niewohner, 
su, 619.84; Emergency Medical 
Products, su, 180.88; Casey’s 
General Store, su, 4.79

• Contract with Bud’s Sanitary 
Service effective August 1, 2023

• Move forward with the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Land 
and Water Conservation Fund 
grant application for new play-
ground equipment

• Donate $1,500.00 in sales tax 
funds to Elgin Diamond Boosters

• Send out postcards to resi-
dents to get opinions on keeping 
or allowing removal of sidewalks 
within Elgin

• 20 year term life insurance 
quote for $20.32 per month for 
BJ Bode

• Building Permits: Craig 
Niewohner, Central Valley Ag, 
Eric Schiltmeyer, Duane Miller, 
U.S. Post Office

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Young ‘N Lively Treasures in 
the Park event 

• Greenfiber discontinuing re-
cycling program in Elgin

• Replacing emergency sirens
• Street sweeper is being re-

paired
• Creating a planning commis-

sion for Elgin
• Lines will be re-painted in 

July
• Nuisance properties

• Pump issue at the pool is be-
ing fixed

• Red Cross numbers are good
• EMT’s will be doing training 

at the pool July 17th 
• Test well is approximately 30-

45 days out
• Materials have been ordered 

for additional storm sewer on W. 
Pine St.

• Review of 1 & 6 Year Plan
• Diverting water near the CVA 

driveway on Beech St.
• Culverts in ditches are filling 

up and not draining properly
• Budget preparation is begin-

ning
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, August 7, 2023
• Regular Meeting adjourned 

at 8:40 p.m.
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: July 12, 2023
ZNEZ

For now, solar and wind are 
some of the best options for 
feeding the nation’s growing 
appetite for electricity, accord-
ing to utility executives. New 
nuclear technology is at least 
a decade away. 

Coal plants emit harmful 
– and economically unsustain-
able – amounts of greenhouse 
gasses and other pollutants. 
Natural gas prices are vola-
tile.

Global greenhouse gas 
emissions must fall by 43% by 
2030 to avoid more devastat-
ing changes than ones already 
occurring in climate and life 
systems, according to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. 

Nebraska’s own climate 
scientists say it’s possible the 
state will warm so rapidly 
that by 2050 Nebraska’s aver-
age temperature will be simi-
lar to 2012, its hottest year 
on record. That year extreme 
drought crippled agricultural 
output, wildfires consumed 
a record number of acres 
and numerous communities 
restricted water. 

Across the board, Ne-
braska’s major utilities have 
pledged to reach net zero car-
bon emissions in the decades 
ahead. In addition to solar and 
wind, the state’s utilities are 
championing research that 
they hope will eventually lead 
to affordable nuclear energy.

resent him. Further arraign-
ment is set July 19.

Short was allegedly observed 
by a Neligh police officer driv-
ing a Polaris Razor at a high 
rate of speed on L Street. The 
vehicle did not stop when the 
officer began attempted a traf-
fic stop, with activated lights 
and siren. At one point he 
came to a stop on Main Street 
but took off again. 

Officer Darrin Ternus said, 
in an arrest affidavit, that as 
the Razor was traveling on 
Main Street, approaching 2nd 
Street, Short lost control, the 
vehicle slid sideways and both 
driver’s side tires hit the curb 
on the south side of 2nd Street 
before the vehicle struck two 
lawn chairs and a wagon/
stroller. Short then allegedly 
hit the accelerator and again 
lost control as he approached 
3rd Street, colliding with two 
trash dumpsters and, finally, 
the wall of the ESU building 
on the northwest corner of 
3rd and Main streets. Three 
individuals also alleged they 
had to climb a fence to avoid 
being hit by the Razor before it 
struck the dumpsters.

As Short was being placed 
under arrest by Ternus, as-
sisted by Antelope County 
Sheriff Bob Moore, the report-
ed owner of the Razor arrived 
at the scene and, according to 
the affidavit, said he had not 
given Short permission to take 
the vehicle. 

Wade Silbernagel, 28, of 
Orchard, who was scheduled 
for preliminary hearing on a 
Class 3A felony allegation of 
violating the Nebraska Sex 
Offender Registration Act, 
entered a guilty plea to an 
amended charge of obstruct-
ing government operations, a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. Taylor 
ordered a presentence inves-
tigation and set sentencing 
for Aug. 16. Bond is continued 
in the amount of $10,000, 10%, 

Court
From Page One with a modification in terms 

to allow out-of-state travel. 
Silbernagel is represented 
by Antelope County public 
defender Pat Carney.

Michael R. Pulis, 46, of 
Atkinson appeared on three 
counts, Count I, no proof of fi-
nancial responsibility, a Class 
2 misdemeanor; Count II, no 
valid registration, a Class 3 
misdemeanor; and Count III, 
careless driving, an infrac-
tion. Pulis waived his right to 
counsel and pleaded guilty to 
all three counts. 

Sentencing is continued 
to Aug. 2, at the request of 
Antelope County attorney 
Joe Smith, so he can notify a 
victim. A warrant, issued for 
Pulis arrest after he failed to 
appear in court in April, was 
withdrawn.

According to an affidavit 
filed by a former Antelope 
County deputy, he and another 
deputy responded to the site of 
a two-vehicle accident Dec. 21, 
2022, near the intersection of 
Highway 275 and 513 Avenue.

The officer reported Pulis 
had looked down at his phone 
for a moment and struck the 
rear of a pickup that had 
slowed to turn into a driveway.

A preliminary hearing 
scheduled, for Max S. Kerk-
man, 34, of Oakdale is contin-
ued until Aug. 16, on a pair of 
Class 4 felony drug charges, 
possession of methamphet-
amine and oxycodone. 

According to a motion to 
continue, filed on Kerkman’s 
behalf by attorney Dennis 
Morland of Norfolk, he is 
being detained, until Aug. 
10, at North Point Recovery 
in Omaha. Kerkman is not 
allowed to leave the facility, 
pursuant to an order issued by 
the US district court. He was 
arrested following a June 6 
federal probation search at his 
Oakdale residence. Kerkman 
posted 10% of his Antelope 
County $20,000 bond June 8.

From Page Six
Solar

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

Brent A. Jonas, 46, of Sioux 
City, Iowa, appeared in front 
of the Honorable James Kube 
in the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh on June 28, for 
sentencing on his conviction 
of a Class 4 felony, possession 
of a controlled substance, 
more than one pound of mari-
juana.

For the second month in 
a row, pre-court drug test 
was positive for THC. A May 
31 positive test resulted in 
a 24-hour jail sanction and 
a one-month continuance of 
sentencing. This time, after 
discussion with counsel and 
Jonas, Kube proceeded to 
sentencing.

The judge ordered a 90-day 
jail sentence, with credit for 
20 days previously served. 
Jonas was also ordered to pay 
$148 costs and was remanded 
to the custody of Antelope 
County Sheriff Bob Moore for 
execution of sentence. Jonas 
was represented by Antelope 
County public defender Pat 
Carney.

Ryan Brummels, 22, of Ew-
ing, represented by Frederick 
Bartell of Norfolk, appeared 
for pretrial hearing and evi-
dentiary hearings. Brummels 
is charged with first-degree 
sexual assault of a minor, a 
Class 2 felony alleged Dec. 26, 
2022.

Bartell withdrew a motion 
for Rule 414 hearing. Kube 
heard arguments on Rule 104 
motion, subsequently order-
ing the state to submit briefs 
by July 17 and the defense, by 
July 31. 

He will take the matter 
under advisement after Aug. 
7, the deadline set for state to 
file any reply/rebuttal. Pre-
trial hearing is continued to 
Sept. 27. Bond is continued at 
$50,000, 10%.

Two women faced Kube to 
explain failure to follow sched-
ules of restitution payments.

Megan L. Brandt, appeared, 
without counsel, for a hear-

Judge Kube sentences Sioux City man
for possession despite testing hot

ing to show cause for not 
paying restitution in amount 
previously ordered. Kube 
questioning Brandt regarding 
payments toward more than 
$25,000 restitution to Village 
of Oakdale ordered in her 
June 2015 sentence. She was 
convicted of a Class 3 felony, 
theft by unlawful taking. 
Kube ordered her to pay $300 
per month toward the $17,000 
balance and continued the 
show-cause hearing to Nov. 
29.

Jessica T. Mace, 42, of 
Geneva also appeared, 
without counsel, for a show-
cause hearing for default on 
restitution payments. Kube 
addressed Mace regarding 
payments on a balance of 
about $7,500 owed to Kala Pel-
ster. She was sentenced to pay 
about $8,600 restitution when 
she was sentenced March 27, 
2019, for her conviction of 
theft by deception (+$5,000), 
a Class 2A felony committed 
Jan. 1, 2018. Kube continued 
the show-cause hearing to 
Nov. 29.

Two individuals appeared 
for arraignment on charges 
after being bound over from 
Antelope County court.

Ethan B. Moses, 20, of 
Chambers appeared for ar-
raignment on Count I, a Class 
3A felony, terroristic threats, 
and Count II, intimidation 
by telephone call, a Class 3 
misdemeanor alleged April 
1. Moses, who is represented 
by Carney, entered not guilty 
pleas. 

Pretrial hearing is set Aug. 
30, with an Oct. 10 jury trial 
date. Bond is continued in the 
amount of $10,000, 10%.

Jordan J. Knievel, 21, of 
Neligh appeared, alongside 
Carney, for arraignment on 
Count I, a Class 3A felony, 
third-degree assault on a 
peace officer; Count II, false 
reporting, a Class 1 misde-
meanor; and Count III, ob-
structing a police officer, also 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, all al-
leged April 2 in Neligh. Bond 

is continued in the amount of 
$10,000, 10%. 

Kube approved a motion 
to continue submitted by 
Carney, on behalf of Jake 
Short, 23, of Oakdale. Short 
is accused of a Class 4 felony, 
possession of cocaine, al-
leged Feb. 1, in Tilden. Short’s 
pretrial hearing is continued 
to July 26, with a jury trial re-
maining on the Aug. 21 dock-
et. On June 20, Kube ordered 
Short’s $20,000, 10% cash, 
bond modified to $10,000, per-
sonal recognizance, to allow 
treatment at Sunrise Place 
in Norfolk. Bond conditions 
include not leaving Sunrise 
Place except under the direct 
supervision of staff or a court 
order. If he leaves treatment 
for any reason, he is to report 
immediately to the Antelope 
County Jail.

Defendants granted continu-
ances were:

• Morgan K. Anson, 25, 
of Orchard, represented 
by Antelope County public 
defender Pat Carney; charged 
with theft by receiving stolen 
property valued at more than 
$5,000, a Class 2A felony, pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony, use of motor 
vehicle to avoid arrest, a Class 
4 felony, possession of burglar 
tools, a Class 4 felony and 
obstruction of a police officer, 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, all al-
leged Dec. 9, 2022, in Orchard; 
pretrial hearing continued to 
July 26, jury trial remains on 
Aug. 21 docket; $50,000, 10% 
bond continued;

• Matthew P. Williams, 51, 
Neligh, represented by Car-
ney; charged with two felonies 
and a misdemeanor, Count 
I, use of a deadly weapon 
(firearm) to commit a felony, 
a Class 1C felony, Count II, 
making terroristic threats, 
a Class 3A felony, Count III, 
third-degree assault, a Class 1 
misdemeanor, all alleged June 
21, 2022, in Neligh; pretrial 
conference continued to Aug, 
30 and jury trial to Oct. 10, 
$50,000, 10% bond continued.

Court NewsCourt News
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Avant garde artist Andy 
Warhol once proclaimed 
everyone would be famous for 
15 minutes.

I’m still waiting for my 
moment of fame, maybe 
you are too. But there are 
others who have achieved the 
ultimate in adulation, who in 
my opinion, deserve no such 
honor.

Just what makes me think 
that? Consider the case of one 
knowned as Joey Chestnut.

While many of you were 
just beginning to seriously 
consume food and beverage on 
Independence Day, Chestnut 
could be found in Atlantic 
City, N.J. winning his 16th 
Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating 
Contest.

One by one, he consumed 
62 hot dogs and buns over a 
10-minute span to again reign 
supreme among competitive 
eaters. That’s a bite or two 
over six dogs per minute being 
deposited in his stomach. For 
his effort, he received $10,000 
and all the acclamation any 
man would want for getting up 
in the morning and chowing 
down at noon. What he does 
afterwards? Do you really 
want to know? Let’s just say 
he’s 
probably 
one son 
of a gun 
you don’t 
wanna 
be too 
close to. 
He might 
be the 
living, 
brea-
thing 
version 
of a 
napalm 
bomb. If 
you want 
an auto-
graph, 
you 
might 
want to 
wait till the smoke clears. Oh, 
and you might want to watch 
where you step. Comprende? 

He’s slowing down. His 
best effort with the afore-
mentioned tube steak was 76.

He’s not solely a hot dog 
eater. Chestnut once ate 16 
pounds, 12 ounces of pumpkin 
pie in 11 1/2 minutes. Other 
foods he’s demolished while 
the clock ticks away include 
chicken fingers, red beans 
and rice, Big Macs, grilled 
cheese sandwiches, shrimp 
cocktail, pepperoni rolls, 
mutton sandwiches, deep-fried 
asparagus and glazed donuts.

Social media says he worth 
half a million dollars. That 
may be so, but I suspect some 
of his organs might not be of 
high value.

I just can’t believe what he 
does for money is good for the 
body? What damage did those 
mutton sandwiches do? And 
what about those red beans 
and rice? Surely his internal 
catalytic converter can’t be 
worth much on the open (or 
closed) market.

Then there’s the title, 
competitive eater, which is 
attached to his name from 
now til the end of time. Who 
would believe there would be 
such a thing anymore? This 
obviously has to be a sport for 
a man/woman way younger 
than I.

SPINNING SPINNING 
TALESTALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

What goes in
must come out
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See TALES, Page 10

The Elgin Eliminators were all smiles, donning medals after winning the league championship Saturday in 
O’Neill. The team went 4-0 in the tournament, beating Summerland in the championship game. Pictured 
are (Front row, l-r):  Rylee Rokahr, Evelyn Johnson, Gentry Zwingman, Emma Horstman, Anna Dworak 
and Coach Jill McNally. Back row: Coach Jeslynn Beckman, Macy Rokahr, Sydney Niewohner, Kinley 
Miller, Kinley Drueke, Emmy Tillema, Chloe Kielty, Lillian Moser and Coach Dennis Murray. Not pictured: 
Sara Hemenway. Photo submitted

League champions are all smiles

The Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission is inviting 
the public to participate in its 
annual summer turkey survey 
July 1-Aug. 31.

Public encouraged to take summer turkey survey
The survey provides use-

ful estimates about annual 
production by wild turkey 
hens and how many poults, 
or young turkeys, survive 

the summer brood-rearing 
period. These records and 
observations inform manage-
ment decisions regarding wild 
turkeys, their population size 
and habitat needs.

During July and August, 
survey participants are asked 
to record all turkeys they see. 
Visit outdoornebraska.gov 
and search for “turkey brood 
survey” for instructions and 
the survey link. The link can 
be bookmarked on a phone for 
easy use in the field.

“The results of this survey 
have been really important 
in helping us understand our 
turkey populations,” said Luke 
Meduna, Game and Parks’ 
big game program manager. 
“While we have seen declines 
in turkey numbers across the 
state, brood sizes, hen, poult 
and tom ratios in recent years 
have remained consistent with 
historic rates.”

View the 2022 survey re-
sults at outdoornebraska.gov; 
search for “wildlife surveys.”

Hunters may begin purchas-
ing unlimited quota Nebraska 
antelope permits today.

Hunters may begin purchas-
ing unlimited quota Nebraska 
deer and antelope permits 
July 10. Residents, nonresi-
dents and eligible landown-
ers may purchase permits 
through the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission start-
ing at 1 p.m. Unlimited quota 
antelope permits are resident 
statewide archery and youth 
archery. The remaining pur-
chase periods are:

July 12 – Residents may buy 
any limited antelope permits.

July 24 – Nonresidents may 
buy any limited deer permits.

July 25 – Nonresidents may 
buy any limited antelope 
permits.

Aug. 7 – Residents and 
nonresidents may buy any 
remaining draw unit deer 
permits.

Unlimited permits
now available
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Bill & Carol Eischeid recently hosted the 1961 class of St. Boniface High School. Alumni attending were 
(back row, l-r): Red (Ron) Eischeid, Jim Mackel, Bill Eischeid and Elaine (Wagner) Frederick. Front row: 
Helen (Beckman) Preusser, Pat (Knievel) Harmon and Mary (Meis) Henn. Photo and caption submitted

Imagine telling your spouse 
you need to go out and train 
for the apple pie eating contest 
at the county fair? You leave 
the house with a 36-inch waist 

From Page Nine
Tales

Class reunion held

Bartlett NewsBartlett News
By Sherry Tetschner

The Fourth of July in Eric-
son was, as usual, a grand cel-
ebration. Fireworks were fired 
off on Sunday at dusk over 
the lake. If you wonder when 
‘Dusk,’ is, well it was at 10 p.m. 
The ‘Official,’ fireworks that 
began at 10 were amazing. 

Tuesday featured the down-
town 4th of July parade in 
Ericson. The parade featured 
some very creative floats, 
tractors, classic cars and fire 
trucks from Ericson, Bartlett 
and the Wheeler County Rural 
Fire Department. The parade 
goes around twice. If you don’t 
see something the first time 
you have a second chance.  

My family held their annual 
family reunion at Pibel Bible 
Camp June 30- July 3. 

Those attending were 
Andy and Nikki Tetschner of 
Lincoln with their children 
Hannah and Ty, Luke and 
Angela Tetschner of Gilbert, 
Arizona and their children 
Mason, Myles and Madelynn, 
Ben Tetschner of Bartlett and 
Mike and Angela Keyes of 
Beatrice and children Sawyer, 
Winnie and Juniper. Dinner 
guests on Sunday were Ellis 
and Lois Schrunk of Bartlett. 

Afternoon guests Sunday 
afternoon were Steven and 
Janna Schrunk of Elgin. 

Precious family time in-
cluded canoe rides, slip and 
slide, a type of baseball game, 
hide and seek, putting a 1,000 
piece puzzle together, play-
ing carpet ball, foosball and 
pool inside,  eating delicious 

food and enjoying late night 
adult conversations with my 
children. Special memories 
remain in my heart.

and come home wearing those 
extra extra large stretch pants 
which don’t have the tie string 
working any more cause it 
snapped due to the pressure.

You know, I’ve seen some 

people through the years 
going through the food aisles 
at Wal-Mart who look like 
they are competitive eater 
wannabes.

Maybe people like Chestnut 
need to get some kind of 
corporate sponsorship. They 
could wear the company logo 
on the bib worn around their 
neck, or place it next to the 
button fly on their Levis. 
Better yet, tattoo the logo on 
the area below their lips and 
above their chin.

What a way to live and what 
a way to die. Stuffing your 
stomach with hot dogs, red 
beans and rice. Oh well, at 
least the zucchini and rhubarb 
have yet to be disturbed, 
right?

*****
How bout those Eliminators? 

After dropping three games 
at the state tournament, they 
came back to win the league 
tournament.

Congratulations!

to counsel and pleaded guilty 
to all three counts. Taylor 
fined him $300, $10 and $25, 
respectively. He was taxed $49 
costs. Hurlburt was cited by a 
Nebraska State Patrol officer 
May 14, east of Oakdale on 
Highway 275

Francis L. Brundle Jr., 35, of 
Page pleaded guilty, by waiver, 
to littering, a Class 3 misde-
meanor committed Feb. 17. He 
was fined $100 and $49 costs.

Austin L. Brandt, 21, of 
Orchard pleaded guilty by 
waiver, to having an insuf-
ficient number of life jackets 
(two jackets for five occupants) 
in a boat May 26, at Grove 
Lake’s middle ramp. Brandt 
was fined $50 and $49 costs.

From Page Three
Cases

Aaron C. Poellot, 39, of 
Osmond failed to appear to 
show cause for nonpayment of 
a $200 still owed on a $300 fine 
ordered in December 2022.

On June 26, Taylor signed a 
warrant for the arrest of Pat-
rick Shafer, 44, of Greeley on 
a complaint charging Shafer 
with one count of writing a 
bad check, 0 - $500, a Class 2 
misdemeanor alleged Feb. 13. 
Bond is set at $3,000, 10%.

From Page Six
Warrants


