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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Proceedings — Antelope County Board of 
Equalization

Proceedings — The Elgin City Council
Notice of Incorporation — Mosel Acres, 

Inc.
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

Date High Low Prec
June 30 75 60 .27
July 1 70 61 .09
July 2 77 58 .07
July 3 82 61 .33
July 4 77 56 .00
July 5 78 55 .03
July 6 75 56 .02
Total for last week 0.81
Total for June  4.70 
Total precipitation 2024 16.39

The high temperature last week 
was 82 degrees recorded on July 
3. The low temperature during the
same period was 55 degrees recorded
on July 5.

Altogether, 0.81 of an inch of pre-
cipitation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Recently, Pope John announced the 
hiring of a new development coordi-
nator.

In an announcement made on 
social media, Kari 
Schindler was hired 
to fill the position. 
She will replace Julie 
Schiltmeyer who will 
assist her in the tran-
sition.

An Elgin resident 
for the past 10 years, 
she is the wife of Jake 
Schindler.

“I am absolutely 
thrilled to join the 
Crusader team! I look 

forward to serving the needs of our 
amazing school and building on the 
foundations to last a lifetime,” she 
said.

Pope John hires
new development

coordinator 
Change announced last month.

Kari
Schindler

Community Club
making plans for
2025 Vetch Days 

It could become a 2-day celebration.

The Elgin Community Club/
Chamber of Commerce, having held a 
successful Vetch Days celebration last 
month, is looking ahead to 2025.

Meeting last week, the board of 
directors are looking at several new 
ideas for the celebration.

Based on the positive reviews 
received on the carnival, negotiations 
are underway to bring them back 
next year. Among the ideas being 
discussed is making it a free carnival 
(adding more rides to compensate for 
an increased fee); cutting the celebra-
tion from three days to  two.

No contracts have been signed yet.

In a move which could have 
long-lasting benefits to the Elgin 
Swimming Pool, the council approved 
paying for Red Cross lessons for new 
lifeguards.

On a 4-0 vote, the council approved 
paying one-half the cost of the lessons 
for new lifeguards who work a mini-
mum of 60 hours during the summer at 
the pool.

As part of the motion, if those life-
guards come back next summer and 
work a minimum of 60 hours, they will 
have the second half of the lessons paid 
for.

Casee Kittelson, mother of one of 
the four new lifeguards at the pool this 
summer, said with the weather this 
summer and the new lifeguards being 
paid minimum wage, they just weren’t 
making much money when having to 
pay for the Red Cross lessons (approxi-
mately $180) out of their own pockets.

She suggested the change, noting 
how other towns have used that plan 
to help keep help for more than one 
summer.

Earlier in the meeting, Dean 
Schrage met with the council to ask for 
permission to use Elgin City Park for 
the community club’s annual end-of-
summer steak fry on Friday, August 
16.

Also, he said the club would be ap-
plying for a special liquor license just 
as they did one year ago. The area used 
for the steak fry will be fenced off and 
alcohol will only be allowed inside the 
fence.

In other developments:
Trees — City officials will be check-

ing tree limbs hanging over streets 
and sidewalks to make sure they com-
ply with city codes. On streets, limbs 
can hand no lower than 14 feet; on 
sidewalks it is eight feet. Those prop-
erty owners not in compliance will be 
contacted.

Tabled — The council tabled consid-
eration of a request made last month 
on behalf of former city councilwoman 
Shirley Nissen. Relayed through Dona 
Uhrenholdt, Nissen would like to deed 
a portion of her land on the north side 
of her property at 504 Oak Street to 
the City of Elgin. However, according 
to Childers, the city has received no 
paperwork since the June meeting.

Also tabled, was consideration of 
the purchase of salt spreaders. Council 
members indicated they needed clarifi-
cation before any action.

Pool — Pool manager Sue Vanis re-
ported numbers are up this year. The 
pool will be closed at 6 p.m. through 
July 19 to allow for swimming lessons.

Basket — The council approved on 
a 3-0-1 vote (Jim Kittelson abstaining) 
to purchase a loader basket at a cost of 
approximately $1,000.

For more than four years, Creigh-
ton’s Aaron Boggs headed up the Ante-
lope County Road Department.

Last week that changed when he 
submitted his resignation at the close 
of the July 2 meeting of the Antelope 
County Board of Commissioners.

Four commissioners (Regina Krebs 
was absent) spent just over two hours 
meeting in executive session to discuss 
‘personnel.’ Meeting in the county 
clerk’s vault, twice Boggs was invited 
into the session. The first time was 
for approximately one hour. Then, 
the commissioners spoke alone for 12 
minutes before Boggs rejoined them 
for five more minutes.

Upon returning to regular session, 
Boggs rose and said, “I would like to 
formerly submit my resignation at this 
time.” The commissioners (Charlie 
Henery, Casey Dittrich, Neil Williby 
and Eli Jacob) accepted the resigna-
tion effective immediately.

On Tuesday, July 9, the commission-
ers took up the issue on how to move 
forward. After serving for less than a 
year as a foreman for the road depart-
ment, Boggs was hired to be the road 
boss in March 2020.

Also at the July 2 meeting, the 
board approved a resolution presented 
by the Antelope County Sheriff’s office 
stating the cost for fees. The resolution 
came as a result of a recommendation 
from the Nebraska State Auditor’s 
Office. Among the fees stated in the 
resolution were:

Gun permits $5; Title inspections 

City to assist
lifeguards with
Red Cross fees

The Fourth of July was celebrated at many locations across our great country. Patriotism 
was in the air Thursday at Ericson as the Bartlett Lions Club decorated a float for the 
parade. Celebrations were also held at Neligh and Albion which residents enjoyed.

Bartlett ‘Lions’ on parade

July rain storms often produce rainbows. Such was the case for this wonderful photo taken by subscriber Kay Preister on the morning 
of Independence Day. She said the photo was taken at 6 a.m. at the home of Jill and Chase Preister east of Raeville.

An Independence Day Rainbow found near Raeville

Elgin will have two softball teams in ac-
tion in separate Class D State Tournaments 
this weekend. On Friday afternoon both 
teams (10 & Under and 12 & Under) will be 
in action at Hastings. Each team will play a 
minimum of three games with the champi-
onship game to be played Sunday. Shown 
above is pitcher Tenley Schindler in action 
in an early season game.

E-R photo/LMorgan

Elgin teams 
headed to

state tourneys

County road boss Aaron
Boggs submits resignation

$10; Reports $10; Fingerprints $15; 
Vehicle impound $15/Day; Animal 
Impound $5/Day; Work release $17.50/
Day; Boarding $40/Day; and Chemical 
tests $10.

Elgin LB840 committee seeks 
input on community needs 

On August 18, 2022, a num-
ber of  citizens gathered at the 
Elgin Knights of  Columbus Hall 
and discussed the state of  our 
community, with emphasis on 
businesses. As the conversation 
progressed, it turned to how 
funds can be found to improve 
the over-all state of  our community. By the 
end of  the evening, the majority agreed 
that towards looking into LB840 (see side 
bar) and utilizing sale tax funds would 
benefit the residents of  Elgin and the sur-
rounding area.

What many there learned for the first 
time was that there was a catch to the dis-
tribution of  Elgin’s sales tax funds. 

Elgin’s 1% city sales tax, since 2005, lim-
its the allocations of  those funds to specific 
“projects”. According to Elgin City Clerk 

“A time for growth. A time for revitalization.” What is LB840?
The Local Option Municipal Eco-

nomic Development Act (LB840, 1991) 
authorized incorporated cities and 
villages — if approved by local voters 
— to collect and appropriate local tax 
dollars, including sales and/or prop-
erty tax, for economic development 
purposes.

LB840 Eligible Activities
Any project or program that 

provides direct or indirect financial 
assistance to a qualifying business is 
an eligible activity for local funds to be 
collected for the economic develop-
ment program, or for any payment of 
related costs and expenses.

Programs could include, but are not 
limited to:

• Direct loans or grants to qualifying
businesses for fixed assets and/or 
working capital. 

• Loan guarantees for qualifying
businesses. 

See LB840, Page 10 ▶ See FACTS, Page 10 ▶

Kristin Childers, the proceeds 
of  the 1% sales tax (as set up in 
2005) “shall be used as follows:

• 5% to economic development;
• 20% to street, water and sew-

er projects;
• 20% to youth, park and pool

projects;
• 25% to fire and rescue projects;
• 30% to daily operations”
As a follow-up, the 30% to daily opera-

tions is currently all being allocated to help 
pay off the pool.

According to Elgin’s LB840 committee 
member Todd Heithoff, the committee is 
seeking to add 1/2 of  a percent sales tax to 
be used for economic development needs 
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It Pays To
Advertise!

The ability to communicate 
and connect with others is 
something many of us take for 
granted. Yet, numerous con-
ditions can impact a person’s 
capacity to speak and commu-
nicate, leaving individuals and 
their families feeling isolated 
and hopeless. 

However, with the help of a 
speech therapist and the im-
plementation of Augmentative 
and Alternative 
Communication 
(AAC), there is 
renewed hope 
for those affect-
ed.

AAC stands 
for Augmen-
tative and 
Alternative 
Communication, 
encompassing 
both high-tech 
and low-tech 
modalities to aid communica-
tion. Low-tech AAC includes 
gestures, writing, drawing, 
and pointing to pictures, while 
high-tech AAC involves using 
apps on devices like iPads or 
speech-generating devices with 
picture symbols and speech 
output.

Various medical diagnoses 
can impair communication abil-
ities, including stroke, traumat-
ic brain injury, brain tumors, 
head and neck cancers, autism, 
ALS, MS, Parkinson’s, prima-
ry progressive aphasia, and 
dementia. Importantly, AAC 
can be utilized by individuals of 
all ages and at all stages of their 
condition, with no age limit for 
its use.

Shelby
Reed

AAC empowering voices at BCHC
A common misconception 

about AAC is that it is a “last 
resort” after other methods to 
improve speech have failed. In 
reality, AAC can establish func-
tional communication while in-
dividuals continue working on 
spoken language skills. Another 
myth is that AAC might hinder 
speech development in children 
with speech delays. Research, 
however, shows that AAC can 
encourage and promote verbal 
speech by enhancing under-
standing of core vocabulary 
and offering opportunities to 
practice words in various social 
contexts.

At Boone County Health 
Center, we offer comprehensive 
AAC evaluations to determine 
appropriate forms of AAC, pro-
gramming and customization of 
speech-generating devices, and 
evaluations to assess if AAC 
would assist in communication. 
With these services, we aim to 
restore the ability to connect 
and communicate, enriching 
lives through the power of 
speech. If you or a loved one 
think you may benefit from 
AAC, contact our Speech Thera-
py department at 403-395-3187.

Submitted by Shelby Reed, 
BCHC Speech Therapist

A Wheeler County GOP 
meeting was held Saturday 
evening  June 29, in conjunction 
with  the 8th Annual Veter-
ans Celebration sponsored by 
Clear Creek Organic Farm and 
Wheeler County GOP. 

The meeting was held at 
the Clear Creek Organic farm 
near Spalding. Those attending 
were Alan and Andi Ramsey, 

Bartlett News
Bob Bernt, Rob Ita and Sherry 
Tetschner.  

The meeting opened with a 
prayer by Bob Bernt followed by 
the flag salute. 

Item discussions included: 
• A bank account for the 

Wheeler County GOP has been 
set up at the Bartlett Corner-
stone Bank.  

• Members voted to give Bob 

Bernt $200 toward the  8th An-
nual Veterans Day Celebration.  
A donation from proceeds of the 
celebration  will be given to the 
State GOP.      

• Plans were made to have a 
simple float to represent Wheel-
er County GOP  at the Ericson 
4th of July parade.  

• Members voted to talk to 
Wheeler County Fair Board 
members about having some 
sort of booth at the Wheeler 
County Fair to bring awareness 
of the Wheeler County GOP.  

*****
The 4th of July parade in 

Ericson drew a nice crowd of 
people from many places and 
walks of life.  If you've never 
been to the parade, well it goes 
around twice.  

The parade started with our 
nations' flags carried by  Amer-
ican Legion member Dwaine 
Waddle and 'Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion Flag bearers Jamie 
Rudolph and Dean Miller. Fire 
trucks hailed from Ericson, 
Wheeler County Rural and 
Bartlett Fire Departments. A 
variety of floats followed mak-
ing an awesome parade. Unusu-
al cool temperatures were quite 
a change from what usually is a 
hot steamy day.  

*****
Luke and Angela Tetschner 

and family from Gilbert, AZ, 
Andy and Nikki Tetschner and 
children from Lincoln and Mike 
and Angela Keyes and chil-
dren  from Beatrice spent the 
weekend together at Pibel Bible 
Camp. The 'Slip and Slide,' down 
the hill is always the highlight.  

Saturday's afternoon tempera-
tures were only 65 degrees, but 
several brave grand children 
took the plunge anyway and had 
a great time.

Special visitors at the camp 
were Ellis and Lois Schrunk 
and Steven and Janna Schrunk. 

By Sherry Tetschner

Wheeler County GOP’s decorated golf cart was part of the Fourth of 
July parade in Ericson. 

Photo submitted
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago  July 9, 1964
Strong wind and rain battered this community last Thursday 

night, dumping 2.40 inches of water and leaving trees damaged or 
destroyed before the storm abated. Firemen were called during the 
height of the storm to the Gary Johnson home where they found 
limbs had shorted the high line, causing sparks and a fire in the 
trees. 

Mrs. Linus Tramp of Crofton, daughter of Mr. ad Mrs. Russell 
Anderson, is reported to have suffered severe whiplash Sunday 
around 1:30 in a two-car accident a half mile east of Crofton. Her 
car was struck from behind by a car driven by Paul Fager, also of 
Crofton. There was considerable damage to both cars. 

Doris Bode, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Bode, recently 
found and returned a diamond engagement ring that had been lost 
in 1954, according fro its owner, Mrs. Dick Beckman. Mrs. Beck-
man had lost the ring while she and her family lived on the Mrs. 
Johanna Beckman farm west of Elgin.

The deer and antelope rifle hunting units continue to dwindle, 
possibly faster than in previous years. One rifle deer and two rifle 
antelope units closed during the past week, according to the Game 
Commission’s tabulations. 

Dale Schindler, 7-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Max Schindler, 
was seriously hurt on June 29th when he fell from a horse at his 
home. He was hospitalized in the Antelope Memorial hospital for 
six days while recovering from internal injuries and some bruises.        

Fifty Years Ago July 11, 1974

Elgin foremen were summoned to the Sylvester Henn home in 
the southeast part of town around 8:15 Friday morning to extin-
guish a blaze in the chicken house. A heat lamp had set the roof on 
fire. The fire had burned through the roof before the fire was put 
out. Damage was not too extensive. 

Mrs. Kenneth Peters, chairman for the Elgin Cancer Drive the 
past year, reports that the drive has been completed with a total of 
$316.45 collected. 

John Temme, Petersburg, has just returned from Kansas City, 
Mo., where he successfully completed the course in Auctioneering 
and Auction Sales Management at the Missouri Auction School. He 
received his diploma and the honorary title of Colonel along with 
men and women auctioneers from throughout the US and Canada.  

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Seier of Petersburg are the parents of a 
daughter, Pamela Rae, born July 1, 1974 in the Antelope Memorial 
Hospital. Mrs. Seier is the former Connie Schmitt.

The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Schrage was baptized 
Thursday, July 4 at St. Bonaventure Church in Raeville by the Rev. 
Fr. Don Kros. Brian’s sponsors were Tim Schrage of Lindsay and 
Mrs. Douglas Vest of Schuyler. 

Attending the Elvis Presley concert at the Civic Auditorium in 
Omaha June 30th were Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Capler, Verna Capler 
of Elgin, Gary and Cheryl Capler of Gordon and Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Davis of Lincoln.         

Thirty Years Ago July 6, 1994

Two thunderstorms packing strong winds hit the Elgin area 
during the past week, damaging crops and blowing down trees and 
tree limbs. Most of the damage in this area was caused by a storm 
Friday night, July 1, that moved in from the northwest and carried 
straight winds of 60 to 70 miles per hour. 

Elgin Chamber of Commerce parade float, promoting the 1994 
Vetch Days “Civil War Style” won the Community Pride Award 
from the Neligh Young Men’s Club at the Neligh Old Mill Days Pa-
rade Monday, July 4. Riding the float were Matthew Kinney, Gale 
and Brett Mahnke, Denzel Lundgren and Ken Peters. 

Ralph and Jeanette Bode of Petersburg are the parents of a son, 
Christopher James, born Saturday, June 25. He weighed eight 
pounds, 12 ounces, and joins a sister, Meaghan, 4 1/2, and a broth-
er, Bryan, 2 1/2. Grandparents are James and Rosemary Pakes of 
Janesville, WI, and Raymond and Delores Bode of Petersburg. 

Funeral services will be held Thursday, July 7, at Neligh for 
Alfred Marvin Suhr, 75, of rural Elgin. He died Sunday, July 3, at 
the Antelope Memorial Hospital, Neligh. 

Phil Stoltz and Jack Stoltz, both of Elgin, were among the award 
winners in the 12th annual Educational, Performance and Carcass 
Contest sponsored recently by the Sandhills Cattle Association.     

Twenty Years Ago July 14, 2004

Corey Fisher, 30, has returned to Elgin High School as principal 
for the 2004-05 school year. He has spent most of his educational 
career at Elgin, serving as physical education teacher and coach 
from the fall of 1998 to May of 2003. 

Nearly ideal weather conditions resulted in a big turnout for 
the 13th annual Fly-In Breakfast last Sunday morning, July 11, at 
the Koinzan Flying Service airfield in Elgin. More than 300 people 
were served by the Experimental Aircraft Association(EAA) at the 
pancake and sausage breakfast. A total of 35 airplanes were flown 
into the Koinzans’ grass airstrip. 

Stacy Louise Shumake and Martin Joseph Henn, both of Elgin, 
were united in marriage Saturday, June 26, 2004, at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church in Elgin. Rev. Tom Bauwens officiated at the 2 
p.m. double-ring ceremony.

Keith and Keli Wiehn of St. Edward are the parents of a son, 
Kolton Robert, born Thursday, July 8. Grandparents are Dennis 
and Rose Wiehn of Elgin, Steve and Becky Welch of Omaha and 
Cheryl Welch of Blair. 

I once heard that our job as 
parents is to put ourselves out 
of a job.  It is some of the best 
advice I was ever given, and 
I share it with other parents 
when I can.  The goal is to raise 
self-sufficient humans that 
no longer must rely on me for 
every little thing. 

When our kids are little, we 
have to do a lot for them.  We 
spend our days wiping butts, 
making snacks and meals, help-
ing them get dressed, and the 
list goes on and on.  We start to 
teach them to tie their shoes, 
pick out their clothes, shower 
on their own and it’s refreshing.  

Helping kids become more independent
Sometimes you have to look the 
other way when they walk out 
wearing orange pants, cowgirl 
boots, and a poncho.  But at 
least they did it on their own.

If you have multiple kids, 
they often have to learn to do 
things earlier because you just 
don’t have enough hands.  You 
encourage them to do more 
because you simply can’t do 
everything.  At first, I felt guilty 
asking them to do things while I 
tended to a baby.  Now, I realize 
that it’s been good for them to 
be a little more independent.  
They enjoy being able to do 
things on their own (most of the 

time), and we often underesti-
mate what they’re able to do.

For example, our oldest was 
in fifth grade before I made him 
pack his own lunch for school.  
Our middle started making 
his lunch in third grade.  Our 
youngest made hers in first 
grade.  She watched her broth-
ers, wanted lunch on a day 
I didn’t have time and so we 
walked her through it.  We real-
ized she was perfectly capable 
of doing it on her own.

Meanwhile, we have friends 
that still do everything for their 
high schoolers.  I can’t say it’s 
necessarily bad.  There are 

certainly circumstances where 
you still do things for your kids, 
especially when they have so 
much on their plate with sports, 
academics, etc.  

However, I remember getting 
to college and there were kids 
there who 
took their 
laundry 
home ev-
ery week-
end.  I was 
shocked.

I know 
it’s often 
faster and 
easier to 
do things 
ourselves.  
Whenever 
my young-
est wants 
to help me 
clean, I 
know that 
I’m going to have to go back 
over things, but it’s important 
to teach her.  Every time my 
middle cooks eggs, I cringe a lit-
tle, but allow him to do it while 
I walk him through cleaning 
up after himself.  I often want 
to just take over, but then I am 
doing them a disservice.     

We have entered the teenage 
years, and it’s my goal that by 
the time they graduate, they 
are pretty self-sufficient.  It’s 
quickly settling in that I only 
have four more years to help 
my oldest be able to live inde-
pendently before he is out of the 
house.  He’s able to cook quite 
a few things and he mows our 
lawn every weekend, much to 
his dismay.  But there’s still 
so much we need to teach him 
before he leaves the house.

We need to fight the urge to 
do everything for them, and 
encourage their independence.  
As moms, sometimes it’s hard 
because we love to nurture 
and care for our families.  In 
the end, though, our job is to 
help them live on their own.  
Hopefully some day we can sit 
back and enjoy our independent 
children.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com. 

Douglas J. Jacobs, 32, of El-
gin faced the Honorable Donna 
Taylor in the Neligh courtroom 
Wednesday July 3, for pre-
liminary hearing on a Class 4 
felony, possession of metham-
phetamine, alleged May 18 at 
the Oakdale Cemetery. 

Taylor reviewed evidence and 
heard testimony from Antelope 
County Deputy Sheriff Trent 
Howard, after which she found 
there is probable cause for the 
case to continue. She bound 
the case over to the Antelope 
County district court, where 
Jacobs is set for arraignment 
July 31. Bond posted May 28, in 
the amount of $10,000, 10% cash, 
is continued.

Jacobs is represented by An-
telope County public defender 
Pat Carney.

Preliminary hearing for a 
co-defendant, Shayla N. Pro-
chaska, 32, of Brunswick, also 
on a Class 4 felony meth pos-
session charge, is continued to 

Man arrested at cemetery bound over on drug charge

By Sandy Schroth

court reporter

July 17. She is represented by 
court-appointed counsel, Ryan 
Stover of Norfolk.

*****
Denis F. Kerkman, 90, of Til-

den faced Taylor, without coun-
sel, to show cause for waiver of 
a 30-day jail sentence that was 
part of his April 17 probation 
sentence. 

Kerkman’s opportunity 
for probation included many 
restrictions, designed by Taylor 
as incentives to keep him from 
further violating a protection 
order granted to his former 
spouse.

Kerkman testified that he 
had not violated the protection 
order since he was placed on 
probation and presented a letter 
from his probation officer, who 
recommended waiver. Taylor 
waived the jail time. Kerkman’s 
next 30-day stent is scheduled 
Oct. 1, with a Sept. 4 show cause 
hearing.

*****
Cameron J. Schindler, 20, of 

Neligh appeared on allegations 
he violated provisions of his 

probation. 
A plea bargain was an-

nounced. Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith struck a 
driving under suspension alle-
gation and Schindler admitted 
using alcohol during probation. 

Taylor ordered an update 
letter from the probation officer 
and set sentencing July 17.

Schindler was placed on a 
nine-month term of probation 
by Taylor on March 6, for a 
conviction of driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 

He had a positive urine test 
and a preliminary breath test of 
.109 May 23.

Schindler is represented by 
Carney.

*****
Daley J. Bearinger, 18, of 

Clearwater appeared for fur-
ther arraignment on Count I, 
second-degree trespassing, a 
Class 2 misdemeanor commit-
ted May 12 at the former Clear-
water School property; Count II, 
careless driving, an infraction; 
and Count III, violating provi-
sional operator’s permit, also an 
infraction.

Pursuant to a plea deal, Bear-
inger pleaded guilty to counts 
I and III and admitted a proba-
tion violation in a separate case. 
Smith dismissed Count II.

Taylor set sentencing Aug. 
7. Bearinger is represented by 
Carney.
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Joe Biden, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
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Legislative gymnastics getting elaborate to pass controversial bills
“When there’s a will, there’s a way.”
That was a phrase that surfaced 

regularly at the end of state legisla-
tive sessions. It referred to the hope 
that bills that appeared dead might be 
resurrected.

Somehow, someway – like the zombie 
in a horror movie that would never die 
– some of those bills came back to life 
and were passed.

Again, when 
there’s a will, 
there’s a way.

That was the 
case at the end of 
the tumultuous 
2023 session of the 
Nebraska Legisla-
ture, when filibus-
ters were a daily 
routine, not an 
occasional tactic 
to block passage of 
a bill.

In one corner 
was a “heartbeat” 
abortion ban, 
which would have 

blocked abortions once a fetal heart-
beat could be detected, which is after 
about six weeks of gestation. That bill 
had been blocked by a filibuster and 
was declared “dead” for the session.

In another corner was the “Let Them 
Grow” Act, an equally controversial 
proposal that would ban gender-af-
firming care for minors -- and the bill 
that prompted a session-long series of 
filibusters.

At the time, it was unclear if that act, 
LB 574, had support of the necessary 
33 senators (out of the “Gang of 49”) to 
overcome a filibuster. Maybe not dead, 
but on life support.

But suddenly, in the waning days of 
an exhausting, 90-day session, a solu-
tion emerged — merge the two, very 
controversial bills, slightly amended, 
into one. 

The goal was to entice enough sen-
ators to vote for the merged bill out of 
fear of allowing one of the two mea-
sures to fail.

It worked. The amended LB 574, con-
taining both abortion and gender-care 
issues, passed.

Fast forward to now, when we need 

to discuss another phrase used down at 
the Capitol – “single subject.”

According to the Nebraska Consti-
tution, legislation, as well as ballot 
initiatives, must be limited to a “single 
subject.”

“No bill shall contain more than one 
subject, and the subject shall be clearly 
expressed in the title,” the Constitution 
states.

Right now, a ruling is pending from 
the Nebraska Supreme Court about 
whether the merged LB 574 violates the 
single subject rule.

The purpose of the rule is to give 
senators (as well as voters in the case 
of ballot measures) a clear idea of what 
they’re voting on – a “single subject” 
to weigh. It’s also to avoid something 
called “logrolling,” when two bills that 
lack enough support separately are 
merged to get them, as one, to pass. 

You might recall that the single 
subject rule was evoked back in 2020 
by the Nebraska Supreme Court when 
they tossed off the ballot an initiative 
petition drive to legalize medical mar-
ijuana. That initiative had attracted 
well over the required number of sign-
ers, and had been legally reviewed and 
approved by the Secretary of State.

The ruling was a legal gut punch 
to the families of kids suffering from 
uncontrollable seizures who had hoped 
to provide another option to quell the 
frequent and violent tremors in their 
children. (It appears that another sub-
sequent attempt to get that issue on the 
ballot this year may fail again, leaving 
Nebraska as one of only a dozen states 
that has not legalized cannabis for 
medical use.)

No matter how you feel about med-
ical pot, shouldn’t the voters, when 
enough sign a petition so they can vote 
on an issue, be allowed that vote?

While there have been several court 
rulings about the single subject rule 
concerning ballot initiatives, there 
have been only a few when it comes to 
the rule as applied to legislation.

That gives great leeway to the judges 
on the Nebraska Supreme Court (who, 
by the way, were appointed by gover-
nors who oppose the legalization of 
medical pot, and support strict abor-
tion bans and restrictions on gender 

care for minors). 
So, soon enough, we’ll find out if 

state lawmakers stretched the single 
subject rule too far in marrying sepa-
rate bills that concerned abortion and 
gender rights.

Ok, we all see plenty of legisla-
tive gymnastics and deal making to 
get bills passed at the State Capitol. 
Usually, that happens when there’s 
probably enough support to get some-
thing passed, and it just needs a couple 
tweaks to do it.

But it seems like the gymnastics are 
getting more elaborate these days.

This spring, we saw the Legislature 

rescind a law allowing “Opportunity 
Scholarships” to attend private schools 
-- a move that removed from the ballot 
an initiative successfully pushed by 
supporters of public schools.

That maneuver was labeled as “un-
derhanded” and a “slap in the face” 
to those who signed the petition and 
wanted to vote on the controversial 
issue. 

While a second petition drive, to 
allow a vote on a new Opportunity 
Scholarship law passed this spring, 
may qualify (again) for the ballot in 
November, you can’t help but think 
that people are losing faith in the fair-

ness of what goes on in Lincoln.
At a time when trust in government 

is at an all-time low, avoiding the 
pairing of two, very controversial and 
separate bills might be a good way to 
restore some of that trust.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Nebras-

ka state government and the state for 
decades. He retired in April as senior 

contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 

World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun. A native of Ralston, 

Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

Last summer, my team and I launched our internship program in Nebraska 
and Washington. Over the past year, we’ve welcomed 23 young professionals into 
our offices. The experience gives future leaders from across our state an oppor-
tunity to serve their fellow Nebraskans. They gain valuable professional skills. 
They also receive hands-on experience working in public policy, communica-
tions, and constituent services. I’m grateful to each intern we’ve had so far for 
their contributions to our team. 

Great constituent service is my number one priority in the Senate. It’s what 
taxpayers deserve. That priority extends to each member of my team as well, in-
cluding each of our interns. We serve you. We try to instill that mindset in every 
young Nebraskan that participates in our program. Part of that is making sure 

every Nebraskan who reaches out to our office with a ques-
tion receives a response. During times of high volume, that 
wouldn’t be possible without interns. They can sometimes 
be the first point of contact a Nebraskan may have with my 
office. Ensuring your concerns or questions are not only 
heard, but also answered is critical. 

We give interns real-world experience about working in 
public service. Interns in our offices are fully integrated into 
our team. They participate in all-staff meetings. They assist 
with research projects on navigating the federal bureaucra-
cy or policy ideas. Interns in our state offices can also help 
organize Mobile Office Hours and other outreach events 
across Nebraska. In Washington, they’re able to work with 
my communications team to staff press conferences and TV 
interviews. They may also meet visitors from across our 
state at the Nebraska Breakfast events that take place each 
Wednesday the House and Senate are in session. 

The goal of any generation should be to leave our nation 
in a stronger state than we inherited it. That’s why I’m fighting so hard against 
Washington’s overspending. It’s why I believe we need to secure our borders and 
end the Biden administration’s appeasement-first foreign policy. These are big 
problems. It’s going to take all of us to solve them. Interns bring fresh perspec-
tives, new ideas, and a passion for finding solutions to the challenges facing our 
nation. Our internship program works to translate that into tangible experience 
that will make our country stronger. We cultivate patriotism, solutions-oriented 
optimism, and the professional skills needed to go tackle public policy challenges 
facing our communities. If you or someone you know is interested in applying for 
our internship program, I encourage you to visit our website,www.ricketts.sen-
ate.gov/internships. We are currently accepting applicants for the Spring of 2025 
and Summer of 2025 sessions. Spring 2025 applications are due October 1, 2024, 
and Summer 2025 applications are due February 17, 2025.

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

Internship opportunities
for state’s future leaders

There’s a lot of buzz around electric vehicles. Some 
climate activists claim they’re an environmental cure-all, 
while others note their hidden environmental costs. Some 
believe the demand for EVs will create a lucrative new 
American industry, while others think it’ll only enrich 
China. 

Whatever your opinion, any new technology comes with 
unexpected complications. And buried under all the EV 
headlines is one major problem: public safety. 

Our public infrastructure and emergency response sys-
tems simply weren’t designed to handle this new technolo-
gy. The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is at 
the helm of mitigating safety problems created by EVs. And 
in 2020, the agency researched the risks of electric vehicle 
lithium-ion batteries. What they found was literally shock-
ing. 

The high-voltage batteries in EVs can cause electric 
shock not just to drivers, but also to the officers who re-
spond on the scene of crashes. 

And any contact with fire, however small, can cause the 
batteries to explode. The study highlighted the need for 
training and clear guidance for first and second respond-
ers.

I questioned NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy in two com-
mittee hearings this year about the battery problems and 
other safety issues her organization has uncovered. Each 
time, she was receptive to my concerns and committed to 
public safety. 

That’s why, this past week, I invited her back to Nebraska 
to visit a leading research center on electric vehicle safety: 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Midwest Roadside 
Safety Facility. 

Earlier this year, researchers at the facility conducted 
a crash test to see how our current safety infrastructure 
stands up to EVs. 

The results were alarming. 
Electric vehicle batteries can weigh thousands of pounds, 

which makes electric cars 30 percent heavier on average 
than gas-powered cars. 

Solving the hidden safety 
risks of  EVs is no easy task

UNL’s recent tests found that the extra weight increases 
crash damage significantly—up to 50 percent more, in fact. 
Cars used in the test simply smashed through the protective 
barriers that line America’s highways and interstates. 

If our current safety infrastructure can’t stop an electric 
car, that’s a major problem—especially for the safety of 
other drivers. 

The safety risks identified by both 
the NTSB and UNL will only increase if 
more drivers opt for EVs. Some project 
that at least 50 percent of all cars sold in 
the U.S. by 2032 will be electric, a trend 
unnaturally heightened by the Biden 
administration’s EV mandates. 

If we don’t upgrade our infrastruc-
ture to meet that rising challenge, it’s a 
simple fact that America’s roads will be 
deadlier. 

At the Roadside Infrastructure 
Roundtable hosted by UNL on Monday, 
researchers discussed these public safe-
ty risks with Chair Homendy. We shared 
plans and ideas to improve both infra-
structure and electric vehicles so that 
EVs are less dangerous to passengers on 
the road. 

After our discussion, we saw a crash test in action—the 
results of that test are forthcoming, but I have no doubt they 
will be of enormous value to policymakers and public safety 
officials. 

Too often, politicians and bureaucrats stay in the Wash-
ington bubble, crafting policy based on the calls of the 
loudest activists. 

Without hearing from both experts and Americans across 
the country, they can’t deliver on the policies America actu-
ally needs. But thanks to UNL’s groundbreaking research, 
and Chair Homendy’s willingness to act on that research, 
I’m confident that we can keep the driving public safe, no 
matter how many EVs hit our roads in the coming years.
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OBITUARIES
Phyllis M. Tharnish, 85

September 23, 1938 - July 5, 2024
A Knox County native, she and her hus-

band Bob moved to Elgin in the late 1960s. 
She was a school teacher for many years.

Phyllis M. 
Tharnish, 
85 of El-
gin, passed 
away Friday, 

July 5, 2024, at Antelope Memo-
rial Hospital in Neligh, NE. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 a.m. Friday, July 
12, 2024, at St. Boniface Catho-
lic Church in Elgin, with Rev. 
Frank Baumert officiating. 
Burial will follow at St. Boni-
face Cemetery. Visitation will 
be 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Thursday at 
the church, with a 7:00 p.m. 
wake service. 

Levander Funeral 
Home of Elgin is in charge 
of the arrangements. Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.levanderfuner-
alhome.com.

***** 
Phyllis Mary (Rudloff) Thar-

nish, was born on September 
23, 1938, in Knox County, NE 
to James and Marie (Vecera) 
Rudloff. She attended Knox 
County country school until 
the 8th grade. She then at-
tended Verdigre Public School 
where she graduated with the 
class of 1956. Following high 
school, Phyllis went to Wayne 
State College for two years and 
obtained her teaching certifi-
cate. 

On September 2, 1961, 
Phyllis was united in mar-
riage to Robert Tharnish at St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church 
in Verdigre, NE. From this 
union Phyllis was blessed with 
four sons. The couple lived in 
various places before settling 
in Elgin in the late 1960’s. She 
was a schoolteacher for seven 

years for the country schools 
in Knox County. After teach-
ing, she was a homemaker 
and did various jobs including 
cooking at Pope John/St. Boni-
face Schools. 

She was a lifetime member 
of the Catholic church. Phyllis 
was a current parishioner at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church 
and a member of the altar 
society. She enjoyed embroi-
dery, playing cards, and polka 
music. She was an amazing 
cook. Above all else, she 
loved spending time with her 
family, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren making 
long lasting memories. Phyl-
lis was also a breast cancer 
survivor. 

Phyllis is survived by her 
husband: Robert Tharnish of 
Elgin, NE; four sons: Mark 
(Carole) Tharnish of Elgin, NE; 
Greg (Deb) Tharnish of Elgin, 
NE; Bryan (Dawn) Tharnish of 
Aberdeen, SD; Bruce Tharnish 
of Thornton, CO; sister: Janet 
Frank of Verdigre, NE; seven 
grandchildren: Brad (Melis-
sa) Tharnish; Jeff Tharnish; 
Nathan Sund; Carly Tharnish; 
Kristin (Andrew) Childers; 
Jennifer (Lee) Bartak; Rob-
bie (Beckyjo) Tharnish; six 
great-grandchildren: Veronica 
Tharnish; Lucas Sund; Harper, 
Addison, and Sutton Childers; 
Roman Tharnish; along with 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives, and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; brothers: Philip 
(Marvalene) Rudloff; Charles 
Rudloff; niece: Melinda Mad-
sen; and niece-in-law: Kay 
Rudloff.

It Pays To Advertise in 
The Elgin Review!

Matthew R. Thomas, 37, of 
Neligh appeared in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh 
on July 3 to be sentenced for 
third-degree assault, a Class 3 
misdemeanor committed nearly 
three years ago - in October 
2021.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith told the judge that 
Thomas’ former wife, who was 
not present at the hearing, had 
requested he receive some jail 
time so their children would see 
he got some punishment. Thom-
as’ attorney, Michelle Schlecht 
of Norfolk asked for probation.

The Honorable Donna 
Taylor sentenced Thomas 

Neligh man sentenced to 
probation for 2021 assault

By Sandy Schroth

court reporter

to a 12-month term of proba-
tion. Terms include 30 days 
in the Antelope County Jail, 
beginning March 3, 2025, if not 
waived. Taylor ordered him 
to continue therapy, to take 
medication as prescribed and to 
follow a parenting plan included 
in his recent divorce decree. He 
was taxed $50 costs and $390 
probation fees. 

As part of the May 15 plea 
bargain, Smith had reduced 
a Class 3A felony child abuse 
charge to the misdemeanor 
assault charge and Thomas 
pleaded no contest. The deal 
also included a joint recommen-
dation for probation.

*****
Kris Sanderson, 57, of Nor-

See COURT, Page 6 ▶
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TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Middle of the week holidays, 
love them or hate them?

I fall somewhere in-between 
those two emotions. Wednes-
day holidays are the worst, but 
Thursdays aren’t much better. 
I realize it’s all subjective. If 
you are less than an hour away 
from a cabin on the river, then 
it really doesn’t matter. But, if 
you don’t have somewhere to go, 
it’s another story.

So what do you do? You make 
the best of the situation.

Since the 4th fell on Thurs-
day this year, it was all about 
ribs and slots. Dean’s Market 
provided the ribs which took 
three hours to cook on another 
of Dean’s products - the Trae-
ger grill. Three hours in the 
making, Lynell again outdid 
herself with the ribs. Then it 
was off to Columbus to share 
some of my hard-earned dollars 
with Harrah’s. The ‘House’ won 
as it seemingly always does, but 
we brought home more of our 
starting cash than I thought we 
would so it was a good day. 

There never seems to be 
much traffic on the rural 
highways when we are out. I 
don’t know why, but I’m not 
complaining. Good air always 

makes for a better drive. Root 
beer floats topped off the night, 
it was 11:30 p.m. before the loud 
fireworks subsided. 

Friday was spent working 
til noon, then getting out the 
roadster for a trip to O’Neill to 
make a special delivery. Stopped 
at Taco & Tequila to connect 
with owner Rene. He’s really 
done a fine job remodeling that 
business. We talked for quite 
awhile and he shared with us 
the importance of using Don 
Julio tequila to make the best 
margaritas. My experience with 
that brand of fire juice began 
with Jose Quervo, then on to 
Patron and Cabo Wabo. None 
of those, he said, compares to 
Julio. I agree.

Holiday weekends in July 
must includee water. Boats 
make water better, but that’s 
not to say finding a sandy beach 
and collecting some rays can’t 
be enjoyable. It all depends on 
the air temperature. Unfortu-
nately, it you weren’t privy to a 
boat or a beach, this past week-
end offered water of another 
variety. Elgin and surrounding 
area dodged some nasty storms 
Saturday and Sunday. Our 
friends to the south weren’t 

as lucky. When you see those 
dark red, sometimes purple 
colors on those weather apps, 
it’s not good. Talking about the 
weather the day before the 4th, 
a business-
man told me 
the reason 
Elgin seems 
to be spared 
the brunt 
of these 
storms 
is - wind 
towers. 
He firmly 
believes the 
turbulence 
created by 
those tow-
ers causes 
storms to 
be diverted. 
I’m somewhat skeptical, but if 
you watch storm after storm 
head towards Elgin, then either 
dissipate or split and go around 
us time and time again, it 
makes one wonder.

Anyway, here’s something to 
look forward to. The 4th falls 
on a Friday in 2025 and, in 2026, 
will be on a Saturday. If we get 
that far, that’s something to 
look forward to, comprende?

Spinning Tales
Holiday weekend spent here, there & everywhere

folk, appeared on a Class 4 
felony, issuing a bad check. 

A plea bargain was an-
nounced. Sanderson pleaded 
guilty to an amended Class 2 
misdemeanor bad check charge. 
Smith noted that restitution had 
been paid.

Taylor sentenced Sanderson 
to 13 days in the Antelope Coun-
ty Jail, with credit for 14 days 
previously served, and $49.69 
restitution to Mr. S’s.  The extra 
day credit was applied to costs.

Sanderson was represented 
by Antelope County public de-
fender Pat Carney.

 ◀ FROM Page 5

Court

Kade G. Coble, 39, of Min-
nesota faced the Honorable 
Donna Taylor in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh 
last Wednesday, July 3, on a 
Class 4 felony, possession of a 
controlled substance (metham-
phetamine), alleged July 1. 

Coble requested court-ap-
pointed counsel. Taylor ap-
pointed Antelope County public 
defender Pat Carney and set a 
preliminary hearing July 17.

A bond hearing was held, 
with bond reduced from $20,000, 
10% cash, to $10,000, 10%. Coble 
was remanded to the custody 
of Antelope County Sheriff Bob 
Moore, pending posting of bond.

*****
Alec M. Ferry, 29, of Elgin 

appeared on a Class 3A felony, 
terroristic threat charge. If 
convicted, Ferry faces a fine of 
up to $10,000 and/or three years 
of incarceration.

Carney had previously been 
appointed to represent Ferry. 
The attorney withdrew citing a 
conflict. Taylor appointed Joel 
Carlson of Norfolk and set pre-
liminary hearing Aug. 7, with 
$20,000, 10% bond continued.

A bond review hearing was 
held. Ferry requested a bond 
condition prohibiting any con-
tact with his family be removed, 
stating he wanted to move 
home. He said he was residing 
nearby and that he said he had 
started therapy and had set up 
outpatient treatment.

His wife testified that she 
did not call law enforcement 
to get him “in trouble” but as a 
wake-up call regarding alcohol 
consumption. She asked for the 
bond condition to be removed. 
She said it was difficult for the 
children to see their dad and 
not have him be able to respond. 
She said he took the bond condi-
tions “very seriously.”

Citing a different juvenile 
case, Taylor denied the request.

“The condition remains for 
now, at least through the holi-
day weekend,” she said.

*****
Curwin Gertse, 22, of Or-

chard appeared on a Class 1 
misdemeanor, third-degree sex-
ual assault, alleged June 29 at a 
street dance in Clearwater. 

Preliminary hearings set in felony cases
By Sandy Schroth

court reporter
If convicted, Gertse faces up 

to $1,000 fine and/or up to one 
year incarceration and would 
be subject to Nebraska Sexu-
al Offender Registration Act 
requirements.

Gertse told Taylor he had 
retained Martin Klein of Neligh 
as counsel. Klein was not pres-
ent but Gertse asked to proceed 
with arraignment. He pleaded 
not guilty. Taylor set a pretrial 
hearing Aug. 7, with $10,000, 
10% bond, posted July 1 contin-
ued.

*****
Kipp V. Polston, 46, of Nel-

igh appeared for arraignment 
on seven City of Neligh junk/
nuisance violations alleged 
on consecutive days, May 1 
through May 7, at his 502 N 
Street residence.

The case is prosecuted by city 
attorney James McNally, who 
alleged “unlicensed vehicles 
and accumulation of junk and 
debris” on the property. Polston, 
who is self-represented, pleaded 
not guilty and told the judge he 
was in the process of moving to 
Iowa. 

Taylor set the case for a 
bench trial July 17.

Shane R. Farrier, 32, Nebras-
ka Department of Correctional 
Services, did not appear for pre-
liminary hearing, as scheduled 
in the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh last week on a 
theft allegation but his attorney, 
Antelope County public defend-
er Pat Carney did. 

Carney advised that his 
client had been sentenced out 
of Platte County district court 
and is now in the custody of the 
department of corrections. The 
Honorable Donna Taylor contin-
ued the hearing to July 17. 

*****
Julius Tauber, 22, current 

address not listed, appeared 
alongside attorney Sydney 
Story of Norfolk, for an entry of 
plea hearing on two counts of 
intimidation by phone call al-
leged in September 2022. Story 
asked for continuance.

“Something just came up that 
we need to address with the 
county attorney,” she said.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith said he had been 
advised by a deputy earlier 
Wednesday morning about 
alleged contact with the vic-
tim at a recent event that may 
affect the case. Taylor reminded 
Tauber the many continuances 
that had occurred in the case 
were at his request and will not 
count against the state’s respon-
sibility for a speedy trial. Hear-
ing was continued to July 17.

*****
A status hearing for Marta 

Yanes-Cambara, of Neligh, in 
two cases is also continued to 
July 17. Sentencing for Michael 
Wright, 49, and Ron Dugal, 61, 
both of Neligh are continued to 
Aug. 7, as is further arraign-
ment for Janene Trobee, 53, of 
Johnstown. 

*****
Taylor ruled the county 

attorney may file motions/
affidavits for arrest warrants 
for defendants who failed to 
appear Wednesday - Esteban 
O. Chavez, who is accused of 
writing three bad checks in 
February; Michelle Macias, 50, 
of Wayne, accused of writing 
three bad checks last July and 
August; and Michael J. Husak, 
40, of Neligh, accused of a Class 
1 misdemeanor, third-degree 
assault, alleged June 9.

Hearing 
rescheduled on 

vehicle theft case
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
MOSEL ACRES, INC.

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
OF

MOSEL ACRES, INC.
Notice is hereby given to the in-

corporation of Mosel Acres, Inc.
1. The name of the Corporation 

is Mosel Acres, Inc.
2. The Corporation shall engage 

in any lawful business for which a 
corporation may be formed under 
the Nebraska Model Business Cor-
poration Act.

3. The number of shares that the 
Corporation is authorized to issue 
is 1,000 shares, at a par value of 
$1.00 per share, which may be is-
sued for such payment in and upon 
such terms as are directed by the 
Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion.

4. The street address of the Cor-
poration’s initial registered office 
is 85567 522nd Avenue, Neligh, 

Nebraska 68756 and the name of 
its initial registered agent at that 
office is Randy G. Mosel.

5. The name and street address 
of the incorporator is Randy G. Mo-
sel, 85567 522nd Avenue, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756.

6. The Corporation commenced 
its existence on the 25th day of 
June, 2024 and its existence shall 
be perpetual.

Randy G. Mosel
85567 522nd Avenue

Neligh, NE 68756
Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.
101 W. 4th Street
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: July 3, 10 & 17, 2024
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JULY 2, 2024 MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JULY 1, 2024 MEETING
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
July 1, 2024

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, July 
1, 2024, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, and Leigh 
Kluthe. 

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• June regular meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s report, transaction re-
port, and paying the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 102.15; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 83.40; APPEARA, su, 116.91; 
118 Insurance, ins, 3450.25; A&M 
Contractors Inc, rpr, 12339.00; The 
Elgin Review, print, 57.28; Fitz-
gerald, Vetter, Temple, Bartell & 
Henderson, se, 350.00; Eakes, su, 
77.10; Amazon Business, su, 169.99; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 101.78; Pru-
dential, retirement, 332.66; Amer-
ican Funds, retirement, 195.52; 
Google, se, 7.20; US Treasury, tax, 
4792.98; NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 
597.87; Payroll, 3608.91

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 2291.81; 
Water Fund: 30000.00

STREET: ERPPD, se, 912.14; Ver-
izonwireless, su, 79.06; Elgin One 
Stop, su, 85.05; Hometown Station, 
fuel, 514.43; Cordell’s ATV Repair 
LLC, su, 60.67; To Paving Assess-
ment Fund, transfer, 1400.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 42.66; Payroll, 
1809.57

WATER: ERPPD, se, 943.29; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
54.90; Verizonwireless, su, 79.05; 
NE Health Lab, se, 33.00; Bright 
Horizons, rtn deposit, 200.00; Lisa 
Dredge, rtn deposit, 37.62; To Lisa 
Dredge Account, deposit on acct, 
162.38; US Post Office, postage, 
102.37; One Call Concepts, se, 2.78; 
Antelope County Clerk, se, 10.00; 
NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 27.80; 
Payroll, 3619.11

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 894.74; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
51.81; Dakota Pump, rpr, 1209.55; 
USA BlueBook, rpr, 188.85; Mid-
west Labs, se, 488.57; One Call 
Concepts, se, 2.78–Sapp Bros., su, 

1.00; High Tide Technologies, se, 
460.00; US Post Office, postage, 
70.67; NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 
177.29; Payroll, 1359.04

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 204.68; Great 
Plains Communications, se, 59.00; 
APPEARA, su, 116.91; Lordemann 
Insurance, ins, 14868.00; Elgin One 
Stop, su, 44.37; Midwest Automat-
ic Fire Sprinkler, rpr, 412.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 98.59

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,800.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, se, 
6469.50; Betty Moser, rent, 100.00; 
US Post Office, postage, 70.66

POOL: ERPPD, se, 297.93; 
The Elgin Review, print, 260.00; 
Great Plains Communications, se, 
58.43; Boyd’s Electrical Service, 
se, 3396.93; Amazon Business, su, 
281.91; Bomgaars, su, 137.85; Elgin 
One Stop, su, 22.08; BoundTree 
Medical, su, 151.78; Black Hills En-
ergy, se, 613.79; NE Dept of Reve-
nue, tax, 8.89; Bank of Elgin, loan, 
2227.79; Payroll, 6647.75

PARK: ERPPD, se, 325.39; Ar-
bor View Farm, su, 62.00; Central 
Valley Ag, su, 553.44; Emily Silva, 
refund, 200.00; NE Dept of Reve-
nue, tax, 205.05; Payroll, 1824.24

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 58.40; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 59.01; Amazon Business, su, 
125.60; Elgin One Stop, su, 29.80; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 74.42; Pay-
roll, 1258.66

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 210.83
RESCUE: Quick Med Claims, 

su, 47.04; Central Community Col-
lege, training, 1172.00; Elgin One 
Stop, su, 80.00

• Up to $10,000.00 in economic 
development sales tax to help the 
committee develop an LB840 pro-
gram for Elgin

• Elgin Community Club to uti-
lize the Elgin City Park for their end 
of summer steak fry on Friday, Au-
gust 16th 

• Special designated liquor li-
cense for the Elgin Community 
Club’s end of summer steak fry on 

Friday, August 16th at the City Park
• Pay half of the $180.00 life-

guard training expense this year if 
they lifeguard 60 hours this season 
with the other half paid out next 
year if they return

• Purchase a loader basket 
from Kittelson Home Repair for 
$1,000.00

• Purchase Subsurface Maps 
through Subsurface Solutions to 
map City assets for $360.00 per 
year

• Move the August 5, 2024 reg-
ular council meeting to the Elgin 
Public Library at 503 S 2nd Street

• Building Permits: Jill McNally, 
Lee & Kara Shavlik upon sale of 
property being final

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Tabled Resolution 2024-1, sale 
of City property

• Paying the fees associated with 
a portion of property at 504 Oak 
Street being deeded to the City of 
Elgin was tabled until amount and 
paperwork are received

• Quotes from Royelle Truck 
Outfitters for a new salt spreader

• Fill hole in street at intersection 
of Remington & 3rd Streets

• Red cross lessons are July 8-12 
and July 15-19 and the pool will 
close to the public at 6pm on those 
days

• Send letters for tree trimming
• Repair to culverts near 501 Oak 

St
• Setback of trees from intersec-

tions
• First billing with new meters 

went well
• 2024-25 budget preparation is 

starting
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, August 3, 2024 at 
the Elgin Public Library

• Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:49 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: July 10, 2024
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

July 2nd, 2024
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the 6-25-2024, BOC 
meeting and minutes of the 06-25-
2024 BOE meeting.  Public com-
ment.

Correspondence was reviewed.  
Quarterly Jail Inspection.

Zoning Administrator Report.  
No report.

Public hearing on 842nd Road – 
approved closing road.

Approved Law Enforcement 
Center Fee Resolution and Com-
missary Fee Resolution.

Held pay increases for extension 
office.

No bids submitted for sidewalk 
projects.

Authorized the availability of in-
surance Long Term Care.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved five (5) oversize permits.

Executive Session – personnel 
issues.

Accepted Road Superinten-
dents resignation.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 10, 2024
ZNEZ

Monday, July 15: Goulash (meat 
& noodles), Harvard beets, 
lettuce salad, tomato, apricots, 
bread/garlic stick, butter, milk.
Tuesday, July 16: Ham & potato 
soup, ham sandwich, cottage 
cheese, peaches/strawberry 
mix, raw carrots, bread/garlic 
stick, butter, milk.
Wednesday, July 17: Chicken 
patty sandwich, potato wedges, 
corn, pears, bread/bun, butter, 
milk.
Thursday, July 18: Liver & onions 
OR ham, sweet potatoes, cream 
peas, fruit cocktail, bread, but-
ter, milk.
Friday, July 19: Pork tenderloin 
sandwich, sweet potato fries, 

carrots, tropical fruit, raw car-
rots, bread/bun, butter, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. 
Menus are provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to change).

Suggested price is $6 per meal 
for persons 60 years of age and 
older. 
Under 60 is $9.00. Serving starts 
at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday thru Fri-
day. Takeout starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. to 
reserve a meal for that day. 

For a great meal, come to the com-
munity center! 

Elgin Community 
Center Menus
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Elgin’s Junior Pee Wee baseball team finished third in the league tour-
nament held at Neligh. Making up the team were (back row, l-r): Coaches 
Marty Klein, Curtis Lemburg, Adam Spieker and Brett Kielty. Middle row: 
Carter Lemburg, Hunter Zawacky, Bentley Kittleson, Harrison Lodge and 
Mikaiah Hoefer. Front row: Jackson Evans, Reid Kielty, Mark Schindler, 
James Moser, Diedrick Klein and Leo Spieker. Photo courtesy of Gina 
Moser

The Summer Reading program at Elgin Public Library has 
wrapped up for another year. This year’s theme was “Adventure 
Begins At the Library”. Approximately 50 children attended story 
time each Monday and Wednesday to go on a “new adventure”.  
Week one found us going to Grandma’s house in a hot air balloon 
and then on to the Savannah. Week two adventures included the 

Petting Zoo and Adventures in Space. Billy the Sea Turtle led us 
on our journey into the Ocean while “Going On a Bear Hunt” took 
us on a trip into the “Wild”. Decorating their own aprons was a 
highlight of our Kitchen adventure while we ended with Prehis-
toric Adventures visiting the world of dinosaurs. We would like to 
thank our library board, craft helpers and parents who provided 
snacks for helping make our summer program a huge success.

Our Thursday activity time for 2nd through 5th grade students 
was led by Anne Dexter – Antelope County Extension Summer 
Intern. The 4-H Reading Connections program engages youth in 
extended 4-H learning opportunities in partnership with the Col-
laborative Summer Library Program. With that they talked about 
the 4 H’s: Head, Heart, Hands, and Health and began each activity 
with a physical activity to get their minds and bodies ready!

The first week they talked about Head and Mapping Their 
Community. The kids walked around the library to look at differ-
ent ways to map their community around the library. They had to 
come up with symbols that would also go on their map key. Once 
they had a sense for that, they drew it down on paper making sure 
they had key symbols on their maps. They read the book Mapping 
Penny’s World. 

During the second week they used their heart by talking about 
healthy foods that are good for you. The afternoon started off with 
fruit and veggie yoga in the back yard of the library and moved 
onto the main activity, TIE-DYE! Not your regular tie-dye but with 
liquid that was boiled off from purple cabbage, red beets and the 
spice turmeric. On to the third week where they talked Hands: 
getting outside and exploring nature with their hands. The activity 
started off with a nature scavenger hunt with in the block around 
the library. They either worked in groups or by themselves to find 
everything on the list! They then used some of those things to 
make a garden stone out of salt-dough. 

The final week was about Health and Battle of the Senses with 
a couple taste testing experiments. First, they played an exciting 
game of hot-potato then broke out the blindfolds! The kids had to 
use their sense of feeling, smelling, and tasting to guess what food 
they were eating. Just Try One Bite is a book about kids trying to 
get their parents to put down the junk food and just try one bite of 
health food. Every kid could relate to that! 

By Co-librarians Dianne Gunderson and Barb Bode
Randy Score and Callan Schindler showing off their aprons made for 
Adventures in the Kitchen. Photo submitted

Third place finish

Library News
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This year’s Elgin Pee Wee baseball team included (back row, l-r): Coach Steve Busteed, Coach Baylee 
Busteed, Braxton Eisenhauer, Sawyer Veik, Brayden Clark, Harmon Borer, Garrett Busteed , James Lodge and 
Coach Steve Bottorf.  Front row: Coach Adam Veik, Carter Selting, Cecil Shavlik, Liam Pelster, Jory Drueke, 
Shamus McClain and Jacob Niewohner.  Photo courtesy of Lacy Bottorf.

Pee Wees shine on the field

• Grants for public works improve-
ments which are essential for the 
location or expansion of a qualifying 
business. 

• Grants or loans for job training. 
• The purchase of real estate, op-

tions for such purchases, and renewals 
or extensions. 

• Grants or loans to businesses to 
provide relocation incentives for new 
residents. 

• Payments for salaries and support 
of city staff or the contracting of an 
outside entity to implement the eco-
nomic development program. 

• Grants or loans for the construc-
tion or rehabilitation for sale or lease of 
housing for persons of low or moder-
ate income. 

• Grants or loans for the construc-
tion or rehabilitation for sale or lease 
of housing as part of a Workforce 
Housing Plan. 

SOURCE: Nebraska Department 
of Economic Development
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LB840 facts

that are currently ineligible to 
receive sales tax monies. “These 
funds could be used for building 
improvements, purchasing of  
land, many different business 
needs,” Heithoff told The Elgin 
Review. “We (the committee) 
would act only as an adviso-
ry board. We would pass our 
recommendation on to the city 
council. It would be up to them 
to approve any funds.” 

A letter from the committee…..
“A time for growth. A time for 

revitalization.” These are the 
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LB840
aspirations of  many residents in 
and around Elgin. Elgin’s cur-
rent motto states “Some bigger, 
some smaller, none better” and it 
has been a guiding principle for 
years. To uphold this tradition 
and improve Elgin, a commit-
tee of  ten dedicated individuals 
has been formed. But how do we 
achieve this?

Here are the steps to put this 
“better Elgin” vision into motion:

Step One: Very soon, local 
residents will receive a survey 
seeking their opinions on how 
Elgin performs in various areas 

and what improvements are 
needed. While surveys can be 
time-consuming, they provide the 
community with a voice on neces-
sary improvements. The commit-
tee cannot make these decisions 
alone—everyone, at every stage 
of  life, has different needs and 
perspectives. The more surveys 
returned, the clearer the overall 
picture will be. Surveys are due 
by August 1st!

Editor’s Note: Be looking for 
your survey in the mail within 
the next week or so.  An online 
form will also be made available 

for residents living outside of  
the city limits so they can have 
input. Watch The Elgin Review 
for more information on how to 
complete the survey.

Step Two: Based on survey 
results, the committee will devel-
op a plan to best serve Elgin’s 
needs. The community will then 
be invited to a meeting where 
feedback and discussion on the 
proposed plan will be welcomed. 
With this plan, the committee 
aims to work with the City of  
Elgin to add LB840 to the Novem-
ber ballot. LB840, also known 
as the Local Option Municipal 
Economic Development Act, will 
allow Elgin to generate funds spe-
cifically designated for economic 
development projects within the 
community by proposing a half  
a percent increase to the current 
sales tax, which, according to 

City Clerk Kristin Childers, could 
provide approximately $50,000 
annually based on the average 
of  the last three years. These 
funds will be strictly allocated 
to projects addressing identified 
needs from the survey, such as 
building façade updates, startup 
assistance for new businesses, 
workforce housing initiatives, 
and expanding daycare options.

Step Three: Show up at the 
polls in November and vote 
YES to LB840!

Step Four: Encourage young 
people to move back and start 
businesses. Consider starting a 
business of  your own. Apply for 
assistance to enhance your cur-
rent business. Shop local to boost 
Elgin’s economy!

More information about Elgin’s 

plan for economic development 
and LB840 will be shared once the 
survey responses are reviewed. 
If  you have questions in the 
meantime, please contact Todd 
Heithoff, Julie Schiltmeyer, or 
Kristin Childers at the city office.

The survey is an important 
step to help guide the future of  
Elgin. Please participate for the 
good of  our community. If  you 
have an older family member, 
help them complete a survey as 
everyone should have input. 

It pays to
Advertise in
the Review!


