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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 95 degrees recorded 
on June 29. The low was 60 
degrees on June 27, July 1-2. 

Altogether, 0.58 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
June 27 83 60   
June 28 92 63  
June 29 95 73  
June 30 92 63  
July 1 80 60    
July 2 81 60    
July 3 82 67  0.58
Total for Last Week.......... 0.58
Total for July ................. .. 0.58
Total for 2022 ................... ..7.71

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners.

Notice of  Meeting — 
Antelope County Board of  
Equalization

Notice of  Meetings (2) — 
Wheeler Central Board of  
Education

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Equalization

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District #45, 
Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State 
of  Nebraska, the City of  Elgin 
and Elgin School District #18.

Events of  this weekend 
open to the public are:

• Saturday and Sunday, July 
9-10 — The village of  Oakdale 
will be celebrating 150 years 
of  being a part of  Antelope 
County (see story in this 
issue).

• Wednesday, July 13 
— The Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resource District 
will celebrate ‘50 years of  
Protecting Lives, Protecting 
Property and Protecting the 
Future’ with an open house 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at their 
office, 301 N. Harrison Street, 
in O’Neill. The event is open 
to the public.

See ya there!

Things To Do

The Elgin City Council’s 
July meeting will be held 
Wednesday, July 6 (tonight).

Items on the agenda are:
• Discussion and action on 

Library request for a pool par-
ty to celebrate end of  reading 
program and (later) annual 
update – Librarians Barb Bode 
& Dianne Gunderson

• Discussion and action on 
Special designated liquor 
license for end of  summer 
party at the park August 
19 – Elgin Community Club 
President Eric Lordemann

• Update on condition of  
property at 409 N. Second St.

• Discussion and action 
on an estimate from Jordan 
Schindler Heating and Air LLC 
for new heating and air unit

• Sales tax request from Elgin 
Rescue Service

• Discussion and action on 
Building Permits: Nathan 
Niewohner, Elgin Public 
Schools, Andrew Engle, Ross 
Schindler and Bill Mescher

The meeting, at City Hall, 
will begin at 7:30 p.m.

City Council
to hold July
meeting tonight

They are the first things people see 
and associate with Elgin when they 
come into our community.

Elgin’s ‘welcome signs’ have stood 
for many years, stating the belief  that 
some communities may be bigger, some 
smaller, but none better.

Meeting last week, the Elgin 
Community Club (ECC) decided to move 
forward with a plan to replace the signs 
which have fallen into disrepair due 
to time and weather. Their goal is to 
work with the City of  Elgin to ask the 
community for donations to support the 
project.

Also, ECC members supported the 
idea of  having a contest open to all 
to come up with a new slogan for our 
community.

More details will be coming out in the 
coming weeks.

In another development from the 
meeting, the ECC will consider all 
options for the annual Vetch Days 
celebration.

Held over Father’s Day weekend, some 
of  the events were well-attended, others 
were sparsely attended.

The three-day carnival was well-

attended Friday night, but crowds 
lessened Saturday and Sunday. 
Participation in the Vetch Days parade 
was also down from previous years.

Some suggested moving the 
celebration to during the week as 
weekend activities outside of  Elgin 
draw people away. Another suggestion 
made was to make the celebration a 
one-or-two day event, another was 
to move the event to later in the 
year, possibly holding the event in 
September.

Much depends on the availability of  
a carnival. ECC board members Eric 
Lordemann and Bruce Clark indicated 
they would talk to the carnival people 
about available dates in 2023. In the 
past, carnival contracts have not been 
signed before January.

Vetch Days capped a busy June. The 
Northeast Pullers held their tractor 
pull on the first weekend followed by 
the Elgin Ko-ed Group holding Bull-
a-Rama the second weekend in June. 
Vetch Days was held on the third 
weekend.

Other comments made about Vetch 
Days were:

Putt Putt — The nine-hole event 
organized by Boomerang’s was well-
attended on Friday night.

Friendly Feud — Saturday night’s 
event held at the KC Hall drew a sparse 
crowd. Audience members were asked 
to help fill teams for the competition 
which lasted approximately 90 
minutes.

Parade — The Bank of  Elgin staff  
did a fine job organizing the parade 
which started at the park and finished 
at the end of  Third Street. With the 
hot temperatures that day, shade trees 
along the parade route were a blessing 
for families who watched the parade.

In other action:
• The club is looking at sponsoring 

a melodrama sometime in mid-to-late 
February as a fundraising event to 
support other activities throughout the 
year.

• An annual event, the summer steak 
fry will be held Friday, August 19. This 
year it will be held at the Elgin City 
Park. The goal will be to make it more 
family-friendly. Ideas suggested were 
showing a movie in the park and/or an 
event at the pool (if  possible).

Corn fields surrounding Elgin continue to reach towards the sky, Irrigated corn, in particular, contin-
ues to look good. On Friday, July 1, corn was shoulder high on Maddie Kolm, a senior-to-be this Fall 
at Elgin High School. E-R photo/LMorgan

Corn fields growing fast

ECC looking to replace aged welcome signs

This sign, located on the north edge of 
Elgin, shows the signs of age. The Elgin 
Community Club is looking at a plan to re-
place the welcome signs. E-R photo/LM-
organ

For more than 100 years, Park Church west of Elgin has celebrated 
Independence Day. The tradition was continued Thursday evening 
as the church basement was full for a potluck dinner which was then 
followed by sack races (above) and other fun activities. See more 
pictures on Page 10. E-R photo/DMorgan

Sack races and so much more

Joining the Catholic Parishes in Partnership, Fr Joseph Sund 
completed his first week as the new associate 
pastor.

Ordained in 2016, he previously served as pastor 
of  the Catholic Parishes of  Western Holt and 
Boyd counties.

According to information provided by the St. 
Boniface Church office, this marks his third 
assignment as a priest.

Who is Fr. Sund?
A native of  Omaha, he attended the University 

of  Nebraska — Omaha at Omaha’s Peter 
Kiewit Institute. It was there that he studied 
management of  information systems for three 
years. It was early in his college years when he 

attended a TEC retreat which led him to take his faith seriously 

Fr. Sund to serve local parishes

Fr. Joseph
Sund

See SUND, Page Eight

The Antelope County 
Board of  Commissioners, 
following a public hearing on 
Tuesday, June 28, approved a 
conditional use permit (CUP) 
for TNT Rendering, Inc.

The business, operated by 
Terri and Tyler Pedersen, 
is based out of  Rock Rapids, 
Iowa, sought the CUP for their 
business (deadstock removal) 
to allow their trucks and 
rendering trailers to be parked 
near Brunswick. The exact 
address is 86287 522nd Avenue.

All four commissioners 
attending the public hearing 
(Eli Jacob was absent) 
approved the CUP which had 
previously been approved 
without dissent by the 
Antelope County Planning 
Commission. 

No one spoke against the 
CUP during the hearing. 

The business is an 
acceptable use in the area 
which is zoned as rural 
commercial/industrial.

County approves CUP for TNT Rendering
In other action:
Tabled — The commissioners 

tabled the matter of  appointing 
a representative from Antelope 
County to the governing body 
of  the North Central District 
Health Department.

Plat approved — An 
administrative plat for Mary 
Oakes/Joe Evans was approved 
in Elm Township. The 
location will be the site of  a 

greenhouse operated by Oakes. 
The location will be near her 
parents’ home.

Another administrative plat, 
sought by Linda Grosserode 
in the Oakdale Township was 
tabled.

Rehire — The commissioners 
approved the rehiring of  
Telena Woodard to work at 
the Antelope County Law 
Enforcement Center.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Darryl Lierman, 55, who is 
serving what could be called a 
life sentence at the Nebraska 
Department of  Corrections 
penitentiary in Tecumseh for 
the sexual assault and abuse 
of  his adopted daughter, was 
back in the Neligh courtroom 
last Wednesday, June 29. The 
Honorable Mark Johnson, ear-
lier in June, ordered Lierman 
be transported to the Antelope 

Post-conviction relief denied for Lierman

See RELIEF, Page Two

County Jail the previous day 
and returned to Tecumseh 
after the hearing.

Lierman sat in front of  the 
Antelope County District Court 
judge with his court-appointed 
attorney, Mike Moyer of  Madi-
son, asking for post-conviction 
relief. He sought to have his 
judgement and sentence va-
cated and/or requested a new 
direct appeal of  his case. After 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack recently announced 
that agricultural producers na-
tionwide have already received 
more than $4 billion through 
the Emergency Relief  Program 

To date, USDA has issued $123 million in ERP payments to Nebraska producers
Deadline to submit ERP applications is Friday, July 22

(ERP), representing nearly 
67% of  the more than $6 billion 
projected to be paid through 
this phase of  the program. 
Eligible producers in Nebraska 
have received $123.1 million 

in funding to date. The U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture 
(USDA) mailed out pre-filled 
applications in late May to 
producers with crop insur-
ance who suffered losses due 
to natural disasters in 2020 and 
2021. Commodity and specialty 
crop producers have until July 
22 to complete those applica-
tions.  

“Over the course of  the 
past two years, natural di-
saster events in Nebraska 
have resulted in catastrophic 
production and property 
losses for our agricultural 
producers,” said John Berge, 
State Executive Director for 
FSA in Nebraska. “Although 
these payments will not make 
these producers whole, they 
will help alleviate some of  the 
financial stressors brought on 
by these severe and devastat-
ing weather events.”

USDA is implementing ERP 
as a two-phased program, with 
the first phase utilizing exist-
ing claim data to provide relief  
expediently and the second 
phase focusing on ensuring 
producers not covered by other 
programs receive assistance. 
For phase one, USDA used crop 
insurance and Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) claim data. 

Both ERP and the previously 
announced Emergency Live-
stock Relief  Program (ELRP) 
are funded by the Extending 
Government Funding and De-
livering Emergency Assistance 
Act, which President Biden 
signed into law in 2021. The 
law provided $10 billion to help 
agricultural producers im-
pacted by wildfires, droughts, 
hurricanes, winter storms 
and other eligible disasters 
experienced during calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible 
livestock producers received 
ELRP payments totaling more 
than $590 million nationwide 

since the program was rolled 
out in late March. Livestock 
producers in Nebraska have 
received $14.9 million in ELRP 
payments. 
ERP Pre-Filled Applications

Eligible producers with 
eligible crop insurance claims 
already should have received 
pre-filled applications, which 
included eligibility require-
ments and payment calcula-
tions. Producers received a 
separate application form for 
each program year in which 
they experienced an eligible 
loss.

Producers should check 

with the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) at their local USDA 
Service Center to confirm eli-
gibility and to ensure that all 
required farm program partic-
ipation, adjusted gross income 
and conservation compliance 
forms are on file. Producers 
who have previously partici-
pated in FSA programs likely 
have these required forms 
already on file.

ERP provisions allow for a 
higher payment percentage 
for historically underserved 
producers, including begin-
ning, limited resource, socially 
disadvantaged and military 

veteran producers. 
To qualify for the higher 

payment rate, individuals must 
have a Form CCC-860, Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Re-
source, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certifica-
tion on file.

To receive an ERP payment, 
producers must complete and 
submit their forms by the 
July 22 deadline. Once the 
completed ERP application for 
payment is submitted to and 
signed by the FSA, produc-
ers enrolled in direct deposit 
should look for their payment 
within three business days.

making opening argument, the 
State of  Nebraska, represented 
by Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Abler and Special Deputy 
County Attorney Joe Smith of  
Norfolk, requested the motion 

From Page One
Relief

for relief  be dismissed. 
Moyer addressed the judge 

and offered exhibits. The state 
objected and Johnson over-
ruled receipt of  the exhibits. 

After summarizing the 
arguments of  both parties 

and the 2018 trial, Johnson 
ordered Lierman’s petition be 
dismissed with respect to the 
specific counts which were ar-
gued Wednesday afternoon. He 
indicated the balance of  the ar-
guments had previously been 
addressed and determined by 
the Nebraska Supreme Court 
on the original appeal. Johnson 
overruled and dismissed, in its 
entirety, Lierman’s motion for 
post-conviction relief.

Lierman was sentenced by 
Johnson, in March 2018, to a to-
tal of  70 to 140 years in prison, 
20-40 years on each of  three 
counts of  first-degree sexual 
assault of  a child, two to four 
years on two counts of  third-
degree sexual assault of  a child 
and two to four years on each 
of  three counts of  child abuse, 
all to be served consecutively 
- for a minimum of  57½ years 
in prison and a maximum of  70 
years, less credit for 272 days 
served prior to sentencing. 

The Antelope County Dis-
trict Court judgement and 
sentence were affirmed by the 
Nebraska Supreme Court in 
March 2020.

Moyer was appointed in Feb-
ruary 2021 to represent Lier-
man in his request for relief, 
pursuant to a January motion 
he had personally filed. The lat-
est amended motion was filed 
March 24 this year. It alleged 
ineffective counsel assistance 
in the trial and appeal.

Lierman was represented by 
several court-appointed law-
yers during the course of  the 
case. Ronald Temple, Frederick 
Bartell, Doug Stratton and 
Jason Doele were trial counsel 
and Bradley Ewalt handled the 
appeal.

The state has issued health 
alerts for Harmful Algal 
Blooms (HAB), also known as 
toxic blue-green algae, at Wil-
low Creek Reservoir in Pierce 
County. Samples taken earlier 
this week at the lakes on alert 
measure above the threshold 
of  8 parts per billion (ppb) 
of  total microcystin, which 
is a toxin released by certain 
strains of  blue-green algae.

Alert issued for
Willow Creek
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3 Community News
Sixty Years Ago
July 5, 1962

Five members of  the 
Oakdale Travelers Motorcycle 
Club Participated at Gresham 
Sunday afternoon. 

Riding on a muddy tract, 
Maynard Scholl won second 
place in the 250 c.c. class, 
making eight trophies for the 
club this year. Participating 
were Scholl, Sam Wilgocki, 
Alfred Beelart, Ron Wilkinson 
and Mike Wagner. 

Showing this week at the 
Avon Theater is Chubby 
Checker and Dion Vicki 
Spencer, in “Twist Around The 
Clock”.

A friendly reminder from 
the Village Board that all 
motor bikes and cycles must be 
licensed and operators must be 

Looking Back
licensed, according to state law.      

Fifty Years Ago
July 6, 1972 

Congressman Dave Martin 
has announced approval of  
a matching grant-in-aid for 
restoration work on the Neligh 
Mills in Neligh. Martin said 
the Department of  Interior 
notified him of  the approval 
of  a Park Service grant of  
$8,500 which will go to the 
Nebraska Historical Society 
for restoration for the historic 
mills. 

The grant is being matched 
by $8,500 in state funds, and 
will be used for interior 
and exterior restoration, 
rebuilding of  the foundation, 
and for landscaping. 

Precipitation fell here early 
Sunday morning for a total 
of  .30 of  an inch, according to 
records at the Bank of  Elgin. 
Several farmers in the area 
reported heavier.

Sunday Service adjustments 
slated to take effect on July 1 
in Nebraska Post offices were 
deferred, pending more study 
and evaluations, This  was an 
announcement from the U.S. 
Postal Service.

Thirty Years Ago
July 15, 1992

Employees of  Schmitt 
Construction have been busy 
nailing the framework for 
new windows that are being 
installed at Elgin Public 

Schools.  A total of  three 
elementary classrooms are 
being remodeled at the school. 

More than $500 in cash 
was stolen in a burglary 
at Beckman Lumber south 
of  Elgin on July 5, or early 
morning on July 6. State 
Patrol Trooper Scott Black, 
investigating officer, said the 
burglary was discovered by 
owner Ron Beckman. Entry 
was apparently gained by 
prying open a door in the rear 
of  the building.

Replacement of  a water 
main on Beech Street, between 
Second and Third Streets 
in Elgin, have been nearly 
completed. Peters Well and 
Plumbing was the contractor. 
The first block of  the project, 
from Third to Fourth Streets, 
was completed earlier this 
summer.    

Twenty Years Ago
July 10, 2002

Elgin Police Chief  and 
fireman Bob Moore donned his 
bunker gear to plug a leaking 
gas line at the John R. Short 
home. A truck had rolled over 
the gas meter and caused the 
gas line to rupture.

Elgin Area Development 
Corporation made its first 
land purchase on Monday, July 
8, signing an agreement to 
purchase 20 acres from Lehr 
Farms, Inc. 

The property is located at 

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, July 11: 
Spaghetti w/meat sauce, 
garlic bread, carrots, 
strawberry/banana mix, 
bread/butter.

Tuesday, July 12: Cold 
cut combo sandwich, chef  
salad (carrots, cucumber, 
tomato, egg, cheese), 
mandarin orange salad, 
bread/butter, milk.

Wednesday, July 13: Pork 
cutlet, mashed potato w/
gravy, relish tray, tropical 
fruit, bread/butter, milk.

Thursday, July 14: 
German cabbage casserole, 
corn, apricots, bread/
butter, milk.

Friday, July 15: Cream 
chicken & biscuit, mixed 
veggies, pears, bread/
butter, milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday.

Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Community 
Center Menus

Parents can’t
ever get sick

I don’t know if  you know 
this, but parents can’t get sick.  
Obviously, we are not superhu-
man and we can catch anything 
the kids bring home, but what 
I mean is that they can’t “act” 
sick.  And they definitely can-
not be sick at the same time.  
The demands of  children 
continue whether or not you’re 
coughing up a lung.

Two weeks ago, my daugh-
ter came home from Vacation 
Bible School with a cough and 
complained one day of  a sore 
throat.  She was back to normal 
in a day except for a little bit 
of  a cough.  Days later, I was 
down and tested positive for 
COVID-19.  Unlike my daughter, 
I didn’t just have a sore throat 
for a day and then instantly 
over it.  I was miserable for 
a week.  And here I am, two 
weeks later, and I still have 
a bad cough and congestion.  

Two days 
after I 
went 
down, my 
husband 
caught it.

  Here’s 
the thing, 
while 
we were 
sick, our 
children 
never 
stopped 
ask-
ing for 
things, 
never 
stopped 
needing 
things 
and still 
wanted to 

eat three times a day.  Sheesh.  I 
mean, if  cereal is good enough 
for breakfast, it’s good enough 
for dinner.  Right?

When they are sick, they can 
lie on the couch all day and 
watch TV while we bring them 
food, ice for their head or medi-
cine.  Parents?  Any “help” 
we get from the kids doesn’t 
exactly make us feel better.

It’s not that our kids don’t 
care that we are sick.  The 
point is that the kids lack that 
empathy to stop needing you 
when you’re sick.  When you 
remind them, they do try to 
handle things on their own.  
That lasts for all of  five or ten 
minutes and then they forget 
again.  It’s funny how often I 
hear, “I want to do it myself ” or 
“I don’t need help”.  Then the 
one time I actually want them 
to do it themselves, that’s when 
it seems impossible, and they 
apparently need and want my 
help.  

When we’re both sick, you 
can’t just send them to the 
other parent.  I can’t tell them 
to ask their dad when he feels 
just as miserable.  One of  us is 
going to have to get up, despite 
our ailments, and feed children 
or reach high things, and tuck 
them in at night.

One afternoon I was feel-
ing particularly drained and 
tried to take a quick nap on the 
couch.  I didn’t have any delu-
sions that I would fall asleep 
but needed to at least rest.  It 
wasn’t long before all three 
were downstairs doing their 
best to whisper while they 
made hot chocolate (yes, during 
summer).  I could hear all their 
conversations, the clanking of  
glasses and muffled giggling.  
They would then shush each 
other because “mommy was 
sleeping”.  I wasn’t upset at all; 
it was exactly what I expected.  
Needless to say, I didn’t get any 
sleep that day.

While sick, we still make 
dinner, still do laundry and still 
discipline.  Although I must say 
we were lenient when it came 

To support
 our merchants,

shop at home
and save $$!

See PARENTS, Page Five

the west edge of  Elgin, with 
frontage on the north side of  
Highway 70. 

Don Lehr of  Minnetonka, 
MN,  president of  Lehr Farms, 
Inc., signed the purchase 
agreement on behalf  of  the 
sellers. 

Lehr Farms, Inc., received 
stock in the development 
corporation as down 
payment for the property. 
As a stockholder, Lehr 
expressed the desire to actively 
participate in the development 
of  Elgin. 

By Jessie Reestman
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow
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Pete Ricketts
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Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

bill (to ban abortion once the high court has ruled) 
failed during the regular session.

It appears unlikely that the group of  senators 
who filibustered that bill off  the agenda a few 
months ago have changed their mind or are will-
ing to negotiate. Proponents of  the measure say 
they are uncertain just what kind of  compromises 
would have to be made to ensure passage. 

There was a time when repentance, “the fact of  
showing that you are sorry for something wrong 
that you have done,” would have been an important 
part of  the solution to addressing grievances. But 
it appears that reparations, “the making of  amends 
for a wrong one has done, by paying money to or 
otherwise helping those who have been wronged,” 
have become the popular redress.

In a country that has been deeply divided for 

News Item: A Subway sandwich customer al-
legedly shot two employees after he reportedly 
became angry over too much mayonnaise on his 
sandwich, police said. One employee died and the 
other is in critical condition. 

As my son and daughter-in-law often say to their 
6-year-old, “use your words.” 

Could I get a different sandwich? Could you 
scrape some mayo off  this, please? Could I get a 
refund?

That’s communication, defined by the Oxford 
English Dictionary as “the 
transmission of  informa-
tion, ideas, or knowledge, 
whether verbally or me-
chanically, through a 
medium such as music, 
writing, or e-mail.” Have we 
lost that ability to communi-
cate? That’s both speaking 
and hearing in my book.

Sure, the sandwich shoot-
ing was in Atlanta, Georgia. 
That’s a big city nearly 
1,000 miles from here. But 
that doesn’t mean sense-
less violence can’t happen 
here. In the last month, 
there have been three young 
people (ages 17-24) shot at a 
high school parking lot just 
10 blocks from my house. 
Nobody’s dead, but lives 
have been changed by the 

two separate incidents.
We’re not talking anymore. We’re yelling and 

chanting and shaking fists and waving protest 
signs. We’re still dredging up the past, like the 
January 6 events in Washington, DC, more than 18 
months ago. 

The only break we got from that rehash by the 
national media has been three controversial U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions on guns, abortion, and 
prayer.

More yelling and not the least shred of  tolerance 
visible. The Oxford English Dictionary defines 
tolerance “(of/for somebody/something) as the 
quality of  being willing to accept or tolerate some-
body/something, especially opinions or behavior 
that you may not agree with, or people who are not 
like you.”

Many states are scrambling to enact laws to ad-
dress the abortion issue which the high court says 
now is clearly a matter of  state’s rights. It’s yet un-
clear whether the Nebraska Legislature will call 
a special session to do so since a so-called trigger 

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

See RICKETTS, Page FiveSee HOMETOWN, Page Five

Religious freedom is the first freedom listed in 
the First Amendment of  the U.S. Constitution.  
That’s no accident.  Religious freedom is the cor-
nerstone of  a free society.

The Founders of  the United States recognized the 
importance of  religion to the health of  our Repub-

lic.  They also knew that religion flourishes best 
when practiced without coercion. 

The authors of  our Nebraska Constitution knew 
this as well.  Article I-4 of  the Nebraska Constitu-
tion recognizes that “All persons have a natural and 
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God accord-

ing to the dictates of  their own consciences.”
The First Amendment protects the free exercise 

of  religion.  The notion that the Constitution cre-
ates a firewall between government and the belief  
in God is historically inaccurate and deeply mis-
taken.  In America, we open legislative session with 
prayer, inscribe “In God We Trust” on coins, have 
religious chaplains in the armed forces and govern-
ment agencies, and acknowl-
edge we are “One nation, 
under God,” in the Pledge of  
Allegiance.  

The First Amendment was 
not intended to scrub religion 
from public life.  Instead, it 
was meant to protect against 
the government interfering 
with religion and promoting 
one state religion.  In fact, 
the Constitution specifically 
forbids issuing a religious test 
to those entering government 
service.  

Today, that intent has been 
flipped on its head to push 
for the absence of  religion in 
public life.  This was on dis-
play in 2018 during Congres-
sional confirmation hearings 
of  Judge Brian Buescher 
from Nebraska.  Senator 
Mazie Hirono and then-Senator Kamala Harris 
suggested that Buescher’s Catholicism and involve-
ment with the Knights of  Columbus, a charitable 
Catholic organization, disqualified him from being 
an impartial judge.  To her credit, fellow Democrat 
Tulsi Gabbard called them out for their “religious 
bigotry,” and Judge Buescher won confirmation.  
Even so, it was alarming to watch prominent U.S. 
Senators try to block Judge Buescher’s nomination 
because of  his religion.

Religious discrimination isn’t limited to Wash-
ington, DC.  Nebraskans have united to push back 
against threats to religious liberty right here in our 
state.

In February, Lincoln’s City Council passed an 
ordinance that it referred to as a “Fairness Ordi-
nance”.  It was extremely unfair to the many reli-
gious residents of  Lincoln who have a traditional 
understanding of  gender/sexuality.  It prevented 
parents from seeking counseling that helped kids 
question their gender dysphoria.   It empowered 

Defending America’s first freedom

How about a little tolerance for a change?
several years, unity, “the state of  being in agree-
ment and working together,” seems like a distant 
dream. I believe it is attainable, but it’s going to 
take communication, tolerance, and repentance to 
make it happen.

I recently read a national commentator who said 
she thinks we are on the brink of  a civil war. 

It was five years ago this month that I quoted 
Charles Kuralt from a 1976 Dateline America piece 
about the Nebraska Interstate 80 Bicentennial 
Sculpture Project in which he said, “It’s not likely 
that tolerance will soon break out in Nebraska.”

Let’s prove him wrong!
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

There was recently a momentous 
victory for life when the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision on June 24, 2022. This 
marked an amazing day for our nation 
and a huge victory for the pro-life 
movement.

In a 6-3 ruling on Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, the 
Court upheld a Mississippi state 
law that prohibits abortions after 15 
weeks of  gestation except in certain 
cases. The court also affirmed that 
there is no constitutional right to 
abortion.

Both conservative and liberal legal 
scholars have long questioned the le-
gal reasoning in Roe v. Wade. Follow-
ing the justices’ ruling, policy-making 
decisions on the issue of  abortion will 
be returned to state lawmakers.

For my entire life and throughout 
my time in public service, I have 
supported pro-life policies that show 
compassion for women and their 
unborn children. In 2010, when I rep-
resented District 43 in the Nebraska 
Legislature, we enacted a bill that 
banned abortions after 20 weeks. At 
the time, this was the point at which 
science showed unborn babies could 
feel pain. The bill passed 44-5. Pro-life, 
pro-choice, Republican, and Democrat 
senators voted for it. Nebraska was 
the first state to enact legislation of  
this kind, and it is our state law today.

For decades, America’s federal 
policies on abortion have been radi-
cally out of  step with the rest of  the 
world. Ninety percent of  countries 

worldwide limit 
abortion at 15 
weeks or ear-
lier. But the U.S. 
does not. We 
are one of  only 
four countries, 
including China 
and North Ko-
rea, where cer-
tain states allow 
abortions up to 
the day of  birth. 
Forty-seven out 
of  50 countries 
in Europe have 
limits on abor-
tion prior to 15 
weeks.

A lot has 
changed since 
the Supreme 
Court’s ruling 

in the Roe case and even since Ne-
braska enacted its 20-week law.

Fifty years ago, ultrasounds and 
sonograms weren’t widely available. 
Today, these technologies are a key el-
ement of  prenatal care. At the time of  
the Roe decision, babies born before 
or around 28 weeks were not expected 
to survive. Now, scientific advance-
ments have allowed babies born much 
earlier to not only survive, but go on 
to live full and happy lives. Our laws 
must reflect this incredible progress.

When we think about demonstrat-
ing our compassion for women and 
babies, I think it’s important to raise 
awareness of  the resources out there 
to provide support. In Nebraska, we 
have more than 20 pregnancy centers 
across the state. There are also non-
profits like Birth Mother Assistance 
Nebraska and Nebraskans Embracing 
Life that offer information, resources, 
and help. At the federal level, we have 
the Healthy Start program for women, 
infants and children, which improves 
health outcomes before, during and 
after pregnancy. There’s also the Ma-
ternal, Infant, and Early Childhood 
Home Visiting Program that supports 
pregnant women and parents in com-
munities that face greater risks.

In 2017, my paid family leave pro-
gram was enacted. It was the first-
ever U.S. nationwide paid family leave 
policy. Through this program, Ameri-
cans can take maternity or paternity 
leave to bond with a biological or 
adopted newborn.

I have also long supported the feder-
al Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
(SNAP) program and the National 
School Lunch program. Additionally, I 
recently supported extending flexibil-
ity for summer and school lunch pro-
grams. These are important programs 
for our kids and families.

I look forward working with my col-
leagues on pro-life legislation in Con-

A landmark
Pro-Life ruling

As tensions rise as a result of  Russia’s occupa-
tion of  Ukraine and China’s military exercises 
in the waters and airspace around Taiwan, our 
very own homeland security is at risk of  being 
overlooked. Alarming data from U.S. Customs and 
Border Patrol (CBP) reveal CBP encountered a 
record 239,416 individuals attempting to enter our 

country illegally at our south-
ern border during the month 
of  May – an increase of  32 
percent over CBP encounters 
in May 2021 and a staggering 
930 percent over 2020.

This volume alone is 
overwhelming our homeland 
security agencies, but the 
risk of  dangerous individuals 
making their way into our 
country is also rising. Since 
October 2021, 50 people desig-
nated in the Department of  
Homeland Security’s (DHS) 
Terrorist Screening Database 
have been arrested while at-
tempting to illegally enter the 
United States. This exceeds 
numbers from previous years 
many times over and is a di-
rect result of  the assumption 
around the world our border 

is not secure. The Wall Street Journal has reported 
drug overdoses, due mostly to opioids, exceeded 
100,000 to reach an all-time high in 2021. CBP has 
seized over 1 millon pounds of  illegal drugs since 
President Biden took office, including nearly 8,000 
pounds of  fentanyl to date in Fiscal Year 2022. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, one 
pound of  fentanyl has the potential to cause 225,000 
overdose deaths.

The problem is greater than ever before, yet ac-
tions taken by the Biden administration to repeal 
policies such as the Remain in Mexico Policy and 
Title 42, show an agenda which is out of  touch with 

a majority of  Americans. A recent survey conduct-
ed by CNN, as well as another by POLITICO and 
the Harvard School of  Public Health, show most 
Americans disapprove of  ending Title 42 at this 
time. Because I also oppose ending Title 42, I am a 
cosponsor of  the PAUSE Act, legislation to prevent 
the administration from lifting or weakening Title 
42. I am also a cosponsor of  a bill to use the Con-
gressional Review Act to stop a rule proposed by 
President Biden’s DHS and Department of  Justice 
(DOJ). The rule would direct those who cross the 
border illegally and claim asylum to U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services (USCIS) officials, 
rather than immigration judges, to have their asy-
lum application reviewed. Further, under the rule, 
these individuals would not be detained while their 
application is pending.

This comes alongside a processing backlog and 
concerning developments, such as the administra-
tion’s unprecedented and involuntary replacement 
of  the director of  the Executive Office of  Immigra-
tion Review (EOIR) and other top EOIR officials 
and immigration judges. One of  those judges, Mat-
thew O’Brien, has said the administration seems to 
be dealing with the backlog, “by simply not pursu-
ing the cases and releasing these people into the 
interior of  the United States.” This is unacceptable.

Non-enforcement of  our nation’s laws and neglect 
of  our borders are incentivizing an ongoing cri-
sis at our southern border. Since President Biden 
entered office, nearly 3 million illegal immigrants 
have been apprehended at our southern border, and 
caravans of  individuals eager to take advantage of  
loose border security have become commonplace.

Our nation was founded by immigrants who 
sought a better life for themselves and their fami-
lies. Congress must continue to improve our im-
migration laws for those who seek to contribute 
positively to our nation. However, as President 
Biden fails to protect our southern border, the 
positive stories of  those who immigrate legally will 
be drowned out by continued alarm about illegal 
immigration.

President Biden’s open borders
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Parents
to electronic time because we 
just didn’t care.  And that’s ok.

It’s not wrong and it’s not go-
ing to hurt them if  they don’t 
eat enough fruits and vegeta-
bles and watch too much TV 
when we’re under the weather.  
It’s ok to leave the housework 
for another day.  Don’t worry, 
we’re still superhumans, even 
if  we do get sick.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatired-

momma@gmail.com. 

Boom. Bang. A mag-
nificent explosion in the 
night sky. Multi-colored 
sparkles lilting to the 
ground. Awe, ah, then 
raucous cheers and ap-
plause. In this grand land 
of  the stars and stripes, 
“THE FOURTH,” plus 
community and family 
celebrations before and 
after, is a summertime 
highlight.  

A single firework is an 
entertaining device made 
of  combustibles set off  to 
generate colored lights, 
smoke, noise, and some-
times floating materials 
(think confetti). In the 
plural, “fireworks” is a 
display of  such devices 

set off  in succession or, as in the grand finale 
of  a hometown celebration, many at once and/
or in rapid succession. The person skilled in 
handling fireworks is called a pyrotechnician. 

Seems most every family has a ‘pyro-maniac’ 
who loves the razmataz around the July 4th 
holiday so much that there is seemingly a 
willingness to mortgage the farm to get mas-
sive quantities of  the latest and greatest. While 
you can buy rockets, Roman candles, fountains, 
sparklers, smoke bombs, and other fireworks 
paraphernalia here locally, none are as showy 
(or expensive) as the colossal ones that define 
really big community displays. 

As a kid out on the farm in southeast Nebras-
ka, sparklers just seemed so long, long-lasting, 
and amazing. Have those 30 seconds of  fiery 
delight gotten shorter or have I gotten bigger? 

My dad, a WWII vet, wasn’t too thrilled about 
fireworks for understandable reasons. Maybe 
the silent fireworks gaining popularity now 
would have been more acceptable to him. These 
provide beauty without the added explosive 
sounds imitating warfare that can traumatize 
pets, wildlife, and many humans, especially 
those with combat memories forever imprinted 
on their hearts and minds. 

As a child, going to Nebraska City for the 
fireworks display at Steinhart Park with my 
cousins was a big deal. Along with the aerials, 

there were always ground displays not seen too 
often anymore. The one that gives me goose-
bumps is the American flag lighting up one red 
and white stripe at a time next to the 50 white 
stars on the blue background.

The Chinese invented fireworks somewhere 
around the year 1000 and continue today as 
the largest manufacturer and exporter. Our 
son, Philip, who has traveled to rural China 
multiple times says fireworks there are com-
monplace most any day of  the week along 
with baijiu, a colorless liquor that can be 35-60 
percent alcohol by volume. 

Here in the USA, George Washington had 
fireworks at his presidential inauguration in 
1789. One of  the joys living in the DC area for 
many years was taking in The Capitol Fourth 
on the west lawn of  the U.S. Capitol. The last 
selection performed by the National Symphony 
Orchestra, Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, sig-
naled a most majestic fireworks display over 
the Washington Monument. Proud to be an 
American! 

Fireworks displays are common all over 
the world. Right here in Nebraska, you see 
them behind the magnetron at the north end 

of  Memorial Stadium in Lincoln on football 
Saturdays. 

Since the massive balloon release after the 
first Husker touchdown is shut down for now, 
a tradition of  more than 60 years, fans need 
a new thrill. Will fireworks be it? Maybe for 
night games. BTW, the balloon ban is based on 
a shortage of  helium. Environmentalists have 
complained for years about what they view as 
mass littering. We’ll see what 2023 brings.

In 2004, Disneyland pioneered commercial 
use of  aerial fireworks launched with com-
pressed air rather than gunpowder. The explo-
sion is triggered by an electronic timer. Disney 
is the largest user of  fireworks in the United 
States. 

Though this column will be published after 
July 4, 2022, my hope is that your celebrations 
of  Independence Day with family and friends 
were filled with the safe use of  fireworks. If  
there is a burst of  temper or display of  rage 
at any of  your gatherings -- certainly another 
type of  fireworks -- perhaps take a somber mo-
ment to revere Old Glory instead. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@
gmail.com. 

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

Fireworks: The beginning of ‘bang and boom’ goes back 1,000 years to China

unelected bureaucrats to fine 
anyone who went against the 
ordinance up to $50,000.  

And concerningly, it applied 
to Lincoln’s private schools – 
70% of  which are religiously 
affiliated – but not to public 

schools. Residents of  Lincoln 
pushed back against the op-
pressive ordinance and defeat-
ed it.  In just 15 days, they col-
lected over 18,000 signatures in 
a petition drive, which caused 
the city council to rescind the 
ordinance.  

In doing so, these courageous 
and committed citizens of  a va-
riety of  religions showed that 
assaults on religious freedom 
can be successfully repelled. 

Last week, the Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of  fami-
lies who challenged the reli-
gious bias of  Maine’s school 
funding system.  And, the Su-
preme Court ruled in favor of  
Joseph Kennedy, a high school 
football coach who had been 
punished by his public school 
for praying at the 50-yard 
line after games.  The Court’s 
ruling upheld an individual’s 
right to personally exercise re-

ligion in the context of  public 
employment.

These victories are encourag-
ing.  But they’re also sobering 
reminders of  the prejudice 
that exists in America against 
people of  faith and the need to 
combat it.   This bias is evident 
in recent attempts to silence 
anyone who disagrees with 
radical transgender ideology.  

Last month, the USDA an-
nounced it will withhold food 
aid from any school that re-
fuses to adopt its divisive, non-
scientific transgender policies.   
Last week, the Department 
of  Education proposed new 
Title IX regulations that would 
force transgender ideology on 
schools that receive federal 
funding.  

For our private religious 
schools, the threat is profound: 
violate your deeply held reli-
gious beliefs on gender/sexual-
ity, or else. The Constitution 
makes it clear that Americans 
enjoy the right to religious 
freedom.  It’s also clear that 
the Biden Administration is 
willing to overstep the bounds 
of  its constitutional authority 

to impose its values on Ameri-
cans.  As Governor, I will con-
tinue to defend Nebraskans’ 
right to religious freedom.
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By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

Four defendants who were 
scheduled to face the Honor-
able Mark Johnson in the 
Antelope County district court-
room in Neligh last week were 
granted continuances of  their 
pretrial hearings, with jury tri-
als continued to Sept. 19. 

Trinity Graham, 18, of  
Neligh, who is charged with 
counts I and II, burglary, Class 
2A felonies, and Count III, a 
Class 4 felony, theft by unlaw-
ful taking, more than $1,500, al-
leged in March 21 break-ins at 
two Neligh businesses, Neligh 
Vape Shop and the Fit Stop, 
appeared, accompanied by 
his court-appointed attorney, 
Brad Montag of  Norfolk. His 

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Danelle Charf, 47, of  Neligh 
appeared before Magistrate 
Judge Michael D. Nelson in the 
United States District court-
room in Omaha last week, for 
her initial appearance and 
arraignment on a five-count 
indictment. The indictment 
charges Charf  with healthcare 

Continuances granted in Antelope County felony cases

Neligh pharmacist appears
in U.S. District Court

fraud beginning on or about 
Oct. 7, 2020, and continuing 
through Jan. 11, 2021. Charf  
owns and operates CW, Inc., 
doing business as Wanek Phar-
macy and Tilden Pharmacy.

Authorities alleged, in a 
May 17 indictment, “Charf  
would fill or cause to be filled 
at Wanek and Tilden pharma-
cies with the generic version 
of  certain medications and 
then submit and cause to be 
submitted, claims to health 
care benefit programs, includ-
ing Medicare and Nebraska 
Medicaid, seeking reimburse-
ment for the more expensive 
brand-name version of  the 
medications.”

If  convicted, Charf  faces 
potential penalties including 
10 years’ imprisonment, a 
$250,000 fine, a three-year term 
of  supervised release, and a 
$100 special assessment for 
each charge.

Charf, accompanied by her 
attorney, Adam J. Sipple with 
Domina Law Group in Omaha, 
entered not guilty pleas to all 
five allegations.

According to federal court 
documents, the prosecutor, as-
sistant US Attorney Kelli Cer-
aolo, did not oppose Charf ’s 
release “on conditions,” but 
requested an additional condi-
tion. 

After hearing arguments, 
the judge ruled the extra con-
dition was not required and 
Charf  was released. 

A trial date will be set after 
expiration of  the pretrial mo-
tion deadline, which is July 18. 

pretrial is continued to Aug. 
31. A bond review hearing was 
held. Bond continues at $25,000 
personal recognizance, with 
Johnson excepting curfew for 
employment purposes, in addi-
tion to a previous exception for 
baseball participation when 
accompanied by parent.

Harley Snyder, 19, of  Oak-
dale appeared without his 
court-appointed attorney, 
Frederick Bartell of  Norfolk. 
He is charged with the same 
three felony counts as Graham. 
Pretrial hearing is continued 
to Aug. 31. A $25,000 personal 
recognizance bond is contin-
ued with conditions remaining 
the same, including exceptions 
to assist his father with work 
and for baseball game partici-

pation, when accompanied by 
a parent.

Sammie M. Diaz, 43, of  
Clovis, New Mexico, appeared 
with his attorney, Martin Klein 
of  Neligh on a Class 3 felony, 
theft, more than $1,500. Pretrial 
hearing is continued to Aug. 
31. Bond posted March 30, is 
continued in the amount of  
$10,000, 10% cash.

Andrew J. Stephenson, 20, 
of  Richland, Washington, 
appeared with his attorney, 
Frankie Hass of  Omaha, ap-
pearing via videoconference on 

a Class 4 felony, possession of  
a controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine), and two infrac-
tions, possession of  marijuana 
and possession of  drug para-
phernalia, all alleged Dec. 23, 
2021, following an accident east 
of  Oakdale on Highway 275. 
Pretrial conference and change 
of  plea is scheduled July 27. 
A bond review hearing was 
held. Bond, in the amount of  
$10,000, 10%, posted Jan. 7, is 
continued, with modification 
to allow him to reside in Pasco, 
Washington. 

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

In just a few days, the community of  Oakdale will hold 
their 150 year Birthday Celebration. 

The celebration is set to begin on Friday, July 8 with 
a “free-will” concert in the park by Jon Peterson. All 
guests are encouraged to bring a lawn chair. In the case of  
inclimate weather, the concert will be moved to the Oakdale 
Church of  Christ. 

The fesitivities resume Saturday morning with a food 
stand opening in the Community Center at 10 a.m.. Several 
events will also begin at 10 a.m., including the following: a 
scavenger hunt at the community center, music by Heidi 
and Kevin Cheng at the Oakdale Church of  Christ, a 
display of  Oakdale Memorabilia by the Antelope County 
Historical Society at the Village Office, and finally, the 
Parade Registration commences with Brian Carr at the Ag 
Agronomy Building. 

From 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., children can enjoy bounce houses 
and face paintings at the Oakdale Park. The Church of  
Christ will host a display of  Zella Schwarting’s artwork and 
a poetry reading by Zella’s granddaughter, Molly Morrison.

The parade is scheduled to begin at 12 noon. Afterwards, 
guests can either enjoy kids’ water fights at the new fire 
station, or adults can cool off  with a cold one in the Oakdale 
Booster Club beer garden. 

Several activities are scheduled to begin at 1 p.m.. They 
include a car show at the old fire station, a corn hole 
tournament outside the community center, an artifact 
showing at the United Methodist Church, and a sand dig for 
money at the park.

At 2 p.m., Heidi and Kevin Cheng will once again perform 
music at the Church of  Christ.

At 3 p.m., the Community Center will conclude the 
morning’s scavenger hunt and host a Pitch Tournament.  

At 6 p.m., a Duck Derby begins at the old fire station and 
ends at the new station. 

At 7 p.m., the new fire station will show a kids movie, hold 
a trivia contest, and close the food stand.  To end Oakdale’s 
celebration, a dance will be held from 8 p.m. - 12 a.m. by 
the band “Second Time Around” on the south side of  the 
Community Center.

Oakdale 150th celebration
gets underway Friday
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NOTICE OF MEETING COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS AS A COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, ANTE-

LOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commission-
ers of Antelope County, Nebras-
ka will hold a County Board of 
Equalization meeting in the Com-

Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope County Commissioners
missioner’s Meeting Room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on July 
19th, 2022 beginning at 9:00 AM, 
for the purpose of reviewing and 
deciding written protests filed 
pursuant to sections 77-1502 
to 77-1507 pertaining to the as-
sessment value of their property, 
possible action on approving 

tax roll corrections; and various 
other items which may become 
necessary to act upon.  Meeting 
will be opened to the public. Pro-
test hearings will be scheduled 
at 10-minute intervals, allowing a 
couple of minutes between each 
hearing.  If needed, protest hear-
ings will continue on July 20th, 
2022, starting at 9:00 AM.

An agenda, kept continuously 
current, is available for public in-
spection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s Office and may be modi-
fied at such meeting to include 
items of an emergency nature 
pursuant to Section 84-1411 of 
the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: July 6, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Special 
Meeting — 

District #45 Board of 
Education

gress. I also think it’s impor-
tant to remember that this is a 
complex issue and it’s going to 
take good-faith and empathy to 
address it.

I am grateful for our Su-
preme Court Justices who 
showed courage in making this 
landmark decision. I’m very 
optimistic about the future of  
this country and the future of  
the pro-life movement.

I pray that God grants the 
citizens of  this nation wisdom, 
grace, and civility in the wake 
of  this monumental ruling.

From Page Four

Ruling

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
June 28th, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Open meeting. Approved 
agenda and minutes of 6-14-
2022 and 6-21-2022 BOC 
Meeting, and 6-14-2022 BOE 
Meeting.  Correspondence was 
reviewed.

Approved vendor claims:
General: AMH FAMILY PRAC-
TICE ex 156.00; APPEARA ex 
34.81; APPLIED CONN TECH 
ut 1,916.00; BEAR GRAPHICS 
ex 447.87; BLACK HILLS EN-
ERGY ut 477.31; BOMGAARS 
ex 314.79; BOYD’S NETWORK 
SOL ex 330.00; CASEYS ex 
143.30; CITY OF NELIGH ut 
3,824.08; CITY OF NELIGH-
RECY ex 250.00; THE COUN-
CIL HOLDING CO ex 200.00; 
COUNTRY INN/SUITES ex 
412.00; DAS STATE ACCTG 
ex 1,276.00; DECKED ex 
1,719.99; DOERR & KLEIN ex 
1,117.20; EAKES OFFICE SOL 
ex 416.40; JAMES EGLEY ex 
100.00; ELITE OFFICE PRODS 
ex 1,459.95; DANIEL FULL-
NER ex 167.55; HEARTLAND 
FIRE PROTECTION ex 305.00; 
IOWA PRISON IND ex 155.80; 
JACK’S UNIFORMS/EQUIP 
ex 156.89; JONNY DODGE ex 
38,855.00; KIESLER POLICE 
SUPPLY ex 284.05; LICHTEN-
BERG TIRE SVC ex 1,177.68; 
MADISON CO DIST COURT ex 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF WHEELER 

CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING
DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 

COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT A SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE WHEELER CENTRAL 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 
HELD AT THE WHEELER CEN-
TRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM IN 
BARTLETT, NEBRASKA.

ON: MONDAY, JULY 11TH, 
2022  

TIME: 7:00 P.M.   
WHICH MEETING WILL BE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT, WHEELER CENTRAL 
SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, NE-
BRASKA.

DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 

EDUCATION      WHEELER 
CENTRAL SCHOOLS

PUBLISH: July 6, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
100.00; MADISON CO SHERIFF 
ex 56.92; MODERN IMAGING 
SOL ex 989.40; NEBR POP-
CORN SALES ex 132.00; ODP 
BUSINESS SOL ex 1,603.70; 
VALORIE OLSON ex 100.00; 
PITZER DIGITAL ex 1,125.00; 
QUILL CORP ex 255.80; RIXS-
TINE RECOGNITION ex 142.36; 
SANNE REPAIR ex 1,294.00; 
SCHROEDER LAND SUR-
VEYING ex 575.00; BRITTANY 
SPIEKER ex 184.94; DANIEL 
STURGIS ex 100.00; THE TIL-
DEN CITIZEN ex 1,320.00; 
ULINE SHIPPING SUPPLY 
ex 2,823.99; VETERANS OF 
FOREIGN WARS ex 97.00; 319 
GRAPHICS/T’S ex 1,001.00; 
BEAR GRAPHICS ex 1,124.30; 
CENTEC CAST METAL PRODS 
ex 1,133.57; EAKES OFFICE 
SOL ex 204.38; LICHTENBERG 
TIRE SVC ex 1,177.68; BRITE 
ex 43,676.00; 
Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 359.88; 
B’S ENTERPRISES ex 1,520.00; 
BAZILE AGGREGATE ex 
335.35; BLACK HILLS ENER-
GY ut 260.90; BOMGAARS ex 
1,391.64; CITY OF NELIGH ut 
10.00; CORDELL’S ATV REPAIR 
ex 152.68; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 
5,067.72; FARMER’S PRIDE ex 
46,643.66; FRONTIER COMM 
ut 267.77; G I TRAILER ex 
192.37; LYLE HART ex 200.00; 
JOEL SINCLAIR ex 91,502.04; 
JEO CONSULTING ex 5,970.00; 
MATTEO SAND/GRAVEL ex 
10,775.44; NMC EXCHANGE 
ex 25,472.62; NCPPD ut 171.54; 
ORVAL’S AUTO SVC ex 62.00; 

RAZOR TRACKING ex 925.00; 
SAPP BROTHER PETRO ex 
8,089.68; WEX BANK ex 89.62; 
SWITZER WELDING ex 252.00; 
VILLAGE OF CLEARWATER ut 
65.75; POLLOCK REDI MIX ex 
23,176.12; 
Law Enforcement: AXON EN-
TERPRISE ex 3,450.00; BECK-
MAN LUMBER ex 5,500.00; 
CASH-WA DISTRIBUTING ex 
3,688.82; APRIL CURTISS ex 
75.00; O’NEILL PEST CONTROL 
ex 115.00; WANEK PHARMACY 
ex 88.74; 
Commissary: BOB BARKER 
CO ex 139.59; BOMGAARS ex 
44.66; CASH-WA DISTRIBUT-
ING ex 132.37;
America Recovery Plan 
Act: CHARLES HENERY ex 
2,500.00. 

Zoning administer report.  Ap-
proved administrative plat. Ta-
bled second administrative plat.

Road Superintendent Report: 
absent – held all activity.

Tabled NCDHD appointment, 
and Escrow Fund discussion.

Approved rehire at law en-
forcement center.

Met as BOE.  Held CUP public 
hearing.
Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 6, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Regular Meeting — District #45 Board of Education
NOTICE OF REGULAR 

MEETING OF WHEELER 
CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING

DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 
COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OF THE WHEELER CEN-
TRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 

BE HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA.

ON: MONDAY, JULY 11TH, 
2022  

TIME: 8:00 P.M.   
WHICH MEETING WILL BE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTEN-
DENT, WHEELER CENTRAL 
SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, NE-
BRASKA.

 DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF EDU-

CATION
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: July 6, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Board of Equalization
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF EQUALIZATION
Neligh, NE

June 28th, 2022
Notice of meeting published as 

required by statute.

5 Destroyed Property filings 
were approved.

2022 Over/Under Report was 
presented.

Meeting adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Equalization
CHARLIE HENERY

Attest:  LISA PAYNE
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 6, 2022
ZNEZ

and live it out. “While I was in 
college I began volunteering 
in a Life Teen program at 
my parish,” he said. “It was 
through this ministry that I 
began developing a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, and 
hearing God’s call to consider 
the priesthood.”

From there he attended 
Conception Seminary 
College in Missouri and later 
completed his graduate studies 
at Kenrick Seminary in St. 
Louis. 

“I have loved bringing Christ 
to people at different moments 
of  life,” he said about his six 
years as a priest.

Among his duties, he will 
teach Theology at Pope John/
St. Boniface schools here 
in Elgin. “I look forward to 
serving you in Christ in the 
years to come.”

In addition to St. Boniface 
and St. Bonaventure, other 
churches in CCP are St. John’s 
(rural Clearwater), St. John 
the Baptist (Deloit), St. Theresa 
(Clearwater)and St. John the 
Baptist (Petersburg). Fr. Sund 
replaces Fr. Kevin Vogel who 
was reassigned to the Parishes 
of  St. Jane Frances de Chantal, 
Randolph; St. Mary of  the 
Seven Colors (Osmond) and St. 
Joseph in Pierce.

From Page One

Sund

Months away, the 2022 
General Election will be held 
on Tuesday, November 8.

Between now and then, there 
are several important election 
deadlines. They are:

July 15 — Last day for 
incumbents (any current office 
holder) to file for office on the 
general election ballot

August 1 — Last day for 
non-incumbents (new filers) 
to file for office for the general 
election

October/November — 
Sample ballots will be 
published in The Elgin Review 
and other legal newspapers 
one week between October 24 
and November 5.

October — Proposed 
constitutional amendments 
will be published in this and all 
other legal newspapers across 
Nebraska.

November 8 — General 
Election Day.

Among the local races of  
interest on the ballot will 
be Mayor of  Elgin; Elgin 
City Council Ward I and II; 
and District #18 Board of  
Education.

County partisan races 
include Assessor; Clerk of  
the District Court; Treasurer; 
Sheriff; Attorney; Clerk; 
Surveyor; Commissioners 
(Districts 1, 3 & 5.

County non-partisan races 
include Airport Authority 
Board and Weed Authority.

Also of  note (locally) will be 
the District #40 race for the 
Nebraska Legislature.

Four public hearings are on 
the agenda for the District #18 
Board of  Education when they 
meet next week.

The regular meeting of  the 
school board will be held on 
Tuesday evening, July 12, in 
the distance learning room. 
The monthly meeting, open to 
the public, will begin at 7:30 
p.m.

Public hearings will be held 
on policies concerning:

• Student Fees (504.19)
• Bullying (504.20)
• Parent Involvement 

(1005.03)
• Health and Wellness (508.13)
Later in the meeting, 

following the conclusion of  the 
hearings, the board will vote 
on whether or not to approve 
the policies.

Other ‘action items’ before 
the board are:

• First reading on Nebraska 
Association of  School Boards 
(NASB) recommended policies 
in relation to unicameral 
actions/requirements. Among 
the items are public comment 
in board meetings; seizure 
safe schools; budget adoption 
process; notice of  budget 
hearings and board meeting; 
presentation at joint public 
hearing when exceeding 
allowable growth percentage; 
budget hearing and resolution 
checklist procedures; 
determining allowable growth 
percentage; construction plans 
and specifications; and awards 
for construction contracts.

• Waiving of  second reading 
for the purpose of  adopting 
policy 605.01 Instruction at a 
Post-Secondary Educational 
Institution

• Approve second reading of  
policy 605.01 Instruction at a 
Post-Secondary Institution

2022 Upcoming
election deadlines

District #18 School Board
to meet on July 12

Public hearings to be held on 4 policies
• Approve electrical bid
The board is slated to review 

2022-23 goals set last month at a 
board retreat which took place 
after the regular June meeting.
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Today and tomorrow
Questions are plentiful, 

answers are few for many of  
the issues surrounding you 
and I.

That sentence is ambiguous 
but true nevertheless.

This essay isn’t as much 
about sports as it is about 
the world we live in today. 
Our world we live in now has 
changed so much in so few 
years.

This nation used to be the 
land of  plenty. Anything 
you wanted, you could find 
if   not near, then not too far 
away. Literally everything 
was on the shelves and in 
good supply. Much has since 
changed with the advent of  
COVID. Fewer people now 
work. That’s weakened the 
supply chain to the point that 
almost everything is now in 
short supply and priced higher 
than ever before. From baby 
formula to personal hygiene 
items first gain attention 
before disappearing off  the 
shelves. Some items eventually 
return, but never to the degree 
they were on the shelves and 
absolutely never the same 
price. Everything costs more if  
you can get it.

Everything means every-
thing! Purchasing a new 
vehicle takes close to a year 
to complete. Once upon a 
time you could shop for a new 
vehicle at a dealer lot. New and 
used. If  you knew what you 
were looking for, the dealer 
could find it and get it in a 
reasonable amount of  time. 
That’s how I bought my last 
Jeep. I told the salesman what 
I was looking for, color, model, 
and sure enough it was the 
next day I got a call saying he 
had found it. In a matter of  a 
week, from the time I spoke 
about the Jeep to closing the 
deal and driving the new 
vehicle home.

You can’t do that anymore, 
anywhere.

What makes this so 
maddening is that no one 
is offering a solution to the 
problems before us. 

Everyone around me, talking 
heads too, almost every day 
rips the commander-in-
chief  and everyone else in 
Washington, D.C. for sitting on 
their hands and doing nothing 
while the country resembles 
less a superpower and more 
like a Third World country.

We have the best military in 

the world, the best jets, ships 
and tanks, military men and 
women too, but it seems like 
they all have been ordered 
to ‘stand down’. We could, if  
we wanted to, conquer any 
country. Yet, we can’t stop 
the invasion of  men, women 
and children at our southern 
border in Texas.

We were once a nation that 
cherished 
life. Now, 
people 
rally 
in the 
streets to 
celebrate 
the 
destruc-
tion of  
fetuses. 

For 
years 
now I’ve 
heard the 
terms 
‘Black 
Lives 
Matter’ 
and 
‘White 
Priv-
ilege’. 
Most of  you and definitely 
I have never had an issue 
with another’s race. We value 
individuals who are honest, 
work hard and care for one 
another. The color of  skin has 
never mattered.

Yet, in places not that far 
from here, the color of  a 
person’s skin makes them a 
target, the same goes for a 
person’s beliefs. Where these 

Three faces familiar to Wolfpack sports teams are playing Junior & Senior Legion Baseball in Neligh this 
summer. They are (l-r): Blake Henn, Dylon Lueking and Gage Thiessen. Photo submitted.

Wolfpack trio playing legion baseball
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attitudes exist, freedom no 
longer exists. Mob mentality 
rules and woe to anyone who 
believes different than they do.

How, in the name of  God 
Almighty, did the country 
and its beliefs I was raised in, 
disappear so fast.

We are somewhat insulated, 
living in the middle of  the 
country, but large pockets of  
palpable rage in our land.

Just a couple of  days ago 
we celebrated Independence 
Day. For those who believe that 
good triumphs over evil, that 
freedom is directly tied to God 
and Country, our homes, our 
farms and our communities 
remain sanctuaries to all we 
hold near and dear.

Yesterday is remembered 
fondly - the best of  times.

Today, as busy as you and I 
are, we still need to find time 
pause and see the world we 
live in. This much is clear, 
unless something changes, 
and changes soon, we will gasp 
at what becomes the norm 
tomorrow.

The U.S. Department of  Ag-
riculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) is now accepting 
nominations for county com-
mittee members. 

Elections will occur in 
certain Local Administrative 
Areas (LAA). LAAs are elective 
areas for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-county 
jurisdiction.

County committee members 
make important decisions 
about how federal farm pro-
grams are administered locally. 
All nomination forms for the 
2022 election must be post-
marked or received in the local 
FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022. 

“It is a priority for USDA 
to integrate equity into its 
decision-making and policy-
making, and that starts with 
our local FSA county commit-
tees,” said John Berge, state 
executive director for FSA in 
Nebraska. “We need enthusi-

FSA now accepting nominations for
persons to serve on local county committees

astic, diverse leaders to serve 
other agricultural producers 
on these committees as we 
work to build equitable sys-
tems and programming inclu-
sive of  all employees and all of  
our customers. I ask that you 
consider making a difference 
in your community by nomi-
nating yourself, or another 
agricultural producer, to serve 
on your local FSA committee.” 

Berge said agricultural 
producers who participate or 
cooperate in a USDA program 
and reside in the LAA that is 
up for election this year may 
be nominated for candidacy for 
the county committee. Individ-
uals may nominate themselves 
or others, and qualifying orga-
nizations may also nominate 
candidates. USDA encourages 
minority producers, women, 
and beginning farmers or 
ranchers to nominate, vote and 
hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 
dedicated members of  the 
agricultural community serve 
on FSA county committees. 
The committees are made up of  
three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers 
serving on FSA county commit-
tees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of  the 
agency. Committee members 
are vital to how FSA carries 
out disaster programs, as well 
as conservation, commodity 
and price support programs, 
county office employment and 
other agricultural issues. 

Producers should contact 
their local FSA office to find 
out how to get involved.


