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The high temperature last 
week was 87 degrees recorded 
on June 29. The low dur-
ing the same period was 58 
degrees on July 1. Altogether, 
2.61 inches of  an precipita-
tion was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
June 26 78 59  
June 27 81 62  0.26
June 28 85 64  
June 29 87 64  
June 30 80 62  2.35  
July 1 74 58   
July 2 85 64   
Total for Last Week…....... 0.84
Total for June ................. .. 4.22
Total for 2023 ................... 12.52

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper include:
Notice of  Meeting — 

Antelope County Board of  
Equalization

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Equalization

Proceedings — District #45 
Board of  Education

Notice — Estate of  James T. 
Meyer

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

City approves financial support for Elgin Chamber

Medical benefit
to be held for
Brandon Henn

A benefit for Brandon 
“Buff” Henn will be held 
next month in Elgin.

The event will be Saturday, 
August 19, at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Elgin.

Starting at 5 p.m., the 
medical fundraiser will 
feature a hamburger supper 
with salads and more. There 
will be a silent auction.

The benefit will be held to 
help Henn with medical bills 
that are going to result from 
his fight against cancer. He 
was recently diagnosed with 
Stage 4 liver cancer.

Elgin residents and those 
across the country will 
notice an increase in postal 
rates after this week.

The U.S., Postal Service 
has announced price changes 
to take effect on Sunday, July 
9.

The new rates include a 
three-cent increase in the 
price of a First-Class Mail 
Forever stamp, going from 63 
cents to 66 cents.

The increase will raise 
First-Class Mail prices 
approximately 5.4 percent to 
offset the rise in inflation. 
The price changes have been 
approved by the Governors 
of the U.S. Postal Service. 
Here’s a breakdown of the 
price increases:

First class stamp - 66 cents; 
additional ounce - 24 cents 
(no change)

Roll of 100 stamps - $66
Book of 20 stamps - $13.20
Book of 10 stamps - $6.60
Postcard stamp - 51 cents
Stamped envelope - 85 cents

Cost of stamps
to jump three
cents on July 9 
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A new era in Wolfpack sports is about to 
begin.

Come August, the Wolfpack volleyball 
team will begin practice for the 2023 sea-
son with a new head volleyball coach.

Jordynn Luettel has taken over the 

helm of the program, hired earlier this 
year to assume head coach duties. She 
will replace Elizabeth Selting who, after 
two years in the position, will be mar-
rying Collin Martinsen and be moving 
south to teach at Riverside High School.

Luettel spoke to The Elgin Review 
Wednesday morning. Seated on the 

bleachers inside the EPS gymnasium, 
she spoke at length about the respect she 
has developed for Wolfpack volleyball 
as a player at Battle Creek High School 
and later as head coach at Boone Cen-
tral/Newman Grove (BCNG) where she 
squared off annually against EPPJ teams 
coached by Selting and, before her, Tina 
Thiele-Blecher.

Growing up on a farm as one of five 
children, she developed a strong work 
ethic which helped her as an athlete. As 
a player, twice she led Battle Creek to the 
State Volleyball Tournament. During that 
time she garnered a lot of conference and 
postseason honors. A multi-sport athlete, 
she started in volleyball and basketball 
all four years at BCHS and was captain 
both her junior and senior years.

“Sports have always been a big part of 
my life,” she said. 

Most recently, Luettel has been coach-
ing at Albion during the fall and coaching 
D-League club volleyball as well.

“I was head coach (at BCNG) for the past 
six years. That’s where I got to know Liz 
well,” Luettel said “and Greg Wemhoff, 
he was my weightlifting coach at Battle 
Creek. So we go way back. I heard there 
was an opening (EPPJ) and contacted 
him.”

She said she wasn’t necessarily looking 
for a new job. “I didn’t want to get out of 
coaching,” Luettel said, indicating the op-
portunity to coach the Wolfpack was too 
good of a job to pass up.

“When this opportunity presented 
itself, I was really drawn into the culture 
… They (the Wolfpack) have the commu-
nity behind them. They have a winning 
culture. They’ve established a very good 
program. I have so much respect for what 
Tina and Liz have done here.”

She’s looking forward to working with 
the Wolfpack players, some she’s seen dur-
ing open gyms this past month. Summer 
camps will begin in July leading up to the 
start of fall practice in August.

“I’m about getting better every time we 
step on the court,” she said. “Volleyball 
is a game of inches … so you have to be 
disciplined in those little things to make a 
big impact.” 

Our new coach is ready for the 2023 
season to get underway.

*****
Both she and her husband Ryan are 

familiar with the community. He is a Pope 
John graduate. They have two children - a 
three-year old son Brooks and a 20-month 
old daughter Collins. They live just north 
of Petersburg, 

When not coaching, Jordynn works at 
home as a manager for a medical staff-
ing firm. She’s been with the company 
for nine years now. Ryan is a respiratory 
therapist at Boone County Health Center 
and also farms.

New volleyball coach looking forward 
to carrying on Wolfpack tradition

Four public hearings will 
be held when the District 
#18 Board of Education 
convenes in regular 
session next week.

The school board is 
scheduled to meet Tuesday, 
July 11, beginning at 
7:30 p.m. in the distance 
learning room at the high 
school. The meeting is 
open to the public.

Shortly after the start of 
the meeting, the board will 
begin public hearings on 
the following policies:

• Student Fees Policy 
504.19

• Bullying Prevention 
Policy 504.20

• Parent Involvement 
Policy 1005.03

• Wellness Policy 508.13
Following these 

hearings, held annually 
and seldom lasting more 
than 10 minutes apiece, 
the board is expected to 
take action approving the 
policies.

Other items on the 
‘action’ agenda are:

• Approve the first 
reading of Policy 502.02 
Nonresident Students/
Option Enrollment; Policy 
502.02 R1 Standards for 
Acceptance or Rejection 
of Option Students; and 
502.02 Option Enrollment 
Resolution

• Approve the first 
reading of Policy 504.11 
Weapons; Policy 506.02 
Student Organizations; 
Policy 508.19 Behavioral 
Points of Contact; 
Policy 605.07 Part-Time 
Enrollment; and Policy 
801.01 Foster Care 
Transportation Plan

• Approve purchase of 
Hudl Camera

• Approve pole vault 
project and cement bid

• Approve three-year 
contract for auditor

Items slated for 
‘discussion only’ are:

• 2023/24 board goals

Policy hearings
on school board
agenda Tuesday

The Elgin area received sev-
eral inches of rain Saturday. This 
gauge, located north of St. Boni-
face Catholic Church, recorded 
over three inches. E-R photo/
DMorgan

‘... and then
the rain came’

Having missed many of the 
big rains in the area, Elgin 
finally received some signifi-
cant moisture, starting in the 
early morning hours Saturday 
and continuing for much of the 
day.

Like those earlier rains, 
Saturday’s rainfall was spotty 
according to reports received 

See RAIN, Page 10

Antelope County Commissioners, acting 
as a board of equalization, will soon hear 
tax protests from county property owners.

Last week, the date of Wednesday, July 
19, was selected for the protest hearings.

The meeting, to begin at 8 a.m. will be 
for the purpose of “reviewing and deciding 
written protests filed pertaining to the as-
sessment value of their property.” 

Open to the public, the meeting will 
allow for protest hearings scheduled at 
10-minute intervals, allowing a couple of 
minutes between each hearing.

If needed, protest hearings will be con-
tinued to Thursday, July 20 starting at 9 
a.m.

Earlier this year, Antelope County As-
sessor Kelly E. Mueller-Oltjenbruns sent 
out letters to property owners indicating a 
change in valuation. Almost every parcel 
in Antelope County will see an increase 
in valuation for 2023 due to sales that have 
occurred in the current statistical study 
period which ended Sept. 30, 2022. Due to 
the market area sale, Elgin, Neligh, Clear-
water, Tilden and Royal residential proper-
ties will increase. 

Also in the letter, it stated that Market 
Area 1 saw irrigated land and dry land in-
creases while grassland decreased. Market 
Area 3 saw certain irrigated LVG’s rise. 
Also, there was an increase in dryland, 
however grassland saw no change.

July date set for
protest hearing

Jordynn Luettel will be the new Wolfpack varsity volleyball coach this fall. She comes to 
EPPJ from Boone Central/Newman Grove where she coached for the past six years. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

Reese Stuhr, standing 5’6” tall, could have gotten lost in this field of corn Friday evening. 
The irrigated corn field, north of Raeville, belongs to Steve Beckman. Irrigated corn fields 
in the Elgin/Raeville area are reaching to the skies. E-R photo/LMorgan

Fields go ‘green’ in July
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Shop at Home!

The family of Eric, Jenna, 
Emma and Riley Lordemann 
partook in the Nebraska Am-
bassadors of Music trip to the 
European continent June 9th 
– 27th.

Emma and Riley Lordemann 
were nominated to attend the 
trip by Boone Central Schools 
Choir Director Michelle 
Wright. Eric and Jenna at-
tended as traveling adults. The 

Lordemann children part of Nebraska
Ambassadors of Music who toured Europe

trip was arranged with Ne-
braska Ambassadors of Music 
and Bob Rodgers Travel.

The Lordemanns were 
part of a group of over 300 
Nebraskans to make the trip. 
Emma and Riley, along with 5 
other Boone Central students, 
worked fundraising events 
over the past 18 months to 

help cover the cost of their 
trip. Preparations for the trip 
began with a planning camp 
in Henderson, NE on April 1, 
2023. At the camp, the students 
auditioned for placement in 
the band and received copies 
of their music for both band 
and choir.

Emma played the flute in the 

band and sang as Soprano I 
in the choir. Riley played the 
tuba in the band and sang as 
Bass 2 in the choir. The trip 
started with the students 
attending a band and choir 
camp at Wayne State College 
June 9th – 11th. The student 

See MUSIC, Page  Three

Emma and Riley Lordemann recently returned from Europe after touring with the Nebraska Ambassadors 
of Music. They were joined on the trip by their parents, Jenna and Eric Lordemann. Story/photo submitted
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Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
July 4, 1963

Gary Deckert, 24, who 
recently moved to Neligh with 
his wife, Mary, was killed 
instantly around 8 p.m. last 
Thursday when the plane he 
was piloting went into a spin 
and crashed southeast of here 
on the A.V. Klein farm. A 
spray pilot for Koinzan Flying 
Service, Gary had just finished 
spraying eight acres and was 
apparently checking another 
field which he was to spray 
the next day. Witnesses stated 
that the plane was flying at a 
normal altitude when it went 
into a spin. Representatives 
of the FAA investigated the 
accident Friday afternoon and 
Saturday.

Night Marshal Monte 
Totten informed the Review 
that three two-way radios 
were put to use recently in 
apprehending and warning the 
driver of a carload of youths 
who were firing firecrackers. 
Prior to putting the car radios 
into action the violators 
managed to elude Marshal 
Totten.

The Antelope County ASC 
office announced this week 
that Wheat Marketing Cards 
will be mailed to all producers 
eligible to market 1963 wheat. 
The office explained that 
marketing cards are necessary 
when a producer sells wheat 
produced in 1963 due to the 
fact that the Wheat Marketing 
quota law is in effect for the 
1963 wheat crop. 
Fifty Years Ago
July 5, 1973

Elgin softball players won 
championship honors and 
the trophy Thursday night 
at Oakdale’s tournament by 
defeating the Petersburg Over 
the Hill team by a 14-5 score. 
Elgin’s players are Darrell 
Fenton, Duane Miller, Dave 
Sullivan, Dave Totten, Ray 
Schmitt, Ron Vanourney, Mike 
Barada, Don Zegers, George 
Busteed, Larry Braband, Jim 
Getzfred, Dave Eischeid, Larry 
Zegers and Bob Tharnish.

After considerable 
discussion Monday night at 
the regular monthly meeting 
of the Elgin Village Board of 
Trustees it was revealed that 
paving, curb and and gutter 
work in Elgin could not be 
started until 1974. Reason for 
the delay was attributed to the 
shortage of cement.

Ray’s Superette Ad - 
Shurfine Salad Dressing, 32 
oz jar, 43¢; Shurfine Fruit 
Cocktail, three 16 oz cans, 85¢; 
Shurfine Tomato Soup, ten 10 

3/4 oz cans, $1; Chuck Roast, 
89¢ a pound.  
Thirty Years Ago
July 14, 1993

Two Elgin men were 
injured Tuesday morning, 
July 13, when they fell from 
scaffolding at Beckman 
Lumber south of town. 
Mike Beckman and Dave 
Schiltmeyer were installing 
panels on a high ceiling, and 
were apparently attempting 
to move the scaffolding when 
it toppled. They were taken to 
Antelope Memorial Hospital 
by the Elgin Rescue Unit at 
about 10:45 a.m. Both men 
were later transferred to 
Methodist Hospital in Omaha, 
where they were listed in 
stable condition.

Sunset Lanes in Elgin will 
be closing on Saturday, July 
24, according to owners Mike 
and Jan Schmitt. The Schmitts 
stated that they are still 
making efforts to sell the local 
bowling alley and restaurant, 
but they set the closing date 
due to their need to attend to 
other business interests and 
obligations. The Schmitts, 
who also own Schmitt 
Construction Co., opened 
Sunset Lanes 12 years ago 
after extensively remodeling 
the business.

Power was out in Elgin for a 
half hour last Saturday night, 
July 10, as a line of strong 
thunderstorms moved through 
the area. Bill Alderson, 
local Nebraska Public Power 
District manager, said the 
lightning struck a 69kv line 
west of Elgin.     
Twenty Years Ago
July 2, 2003

A total of 115 alumni and 
guests attended the annual 
St. Boniface Alumni Banquet 
Saturday evening, June 28, at 
the Elgin KC Hall. President 
Joan Schindler welcomed the 
alumni and guests. During 
the business meeting, several 
students received scholarships 
from the St. Boniface Alumni 
Association. The alumni 
members voted to provide a 
new announcement sign for 
St. Boniface Parish this year. 
Mary Kay Henn, member 
of the class of 1961, served 
as master of ceremonies. 
Speaking for the honored 
classes were Ben Koenig 
(1943), Helen Schmitt (1948), 
Lois Williams (1953), Jim 
Hausmann (1958) and Millie 
Wanser (1963). 

Six scholarships of $500 each 
were awarded to members 
of Elgin High School’s 2003 
graduating class during the 

annual EHS Alumni Banquet 
last Saturday evening, June 
26. A total of 170 alumni and 
guests were present for the 
banquet in the EHS gym. 
Speaking for the eight honored 
classes were Donna Payne 
(1943), Dale Carter (1953), Dick 
Bennett (1963), Marcine Pierce 
(1973), Jill Beckman-Kill 
(1978), Alvin Kamphaus (1983), 
Amber Mundorf Davis (1993) 
and Corrine Becklun (2003). 
Bonnie Johnson Haddix (1985) 
gave the welcome to alumni. 
Her daughter Cassie Haddix 

(2003) gave the response. 
Many area students were 

named recently to 2003 spring 
semester dean’s lists and 
honor rolls at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Elgin 
students achieving perfect 
4.0 grade-point averages for 
the semester were David 
J. Borer, a junior majoring 
in agribusiness; Aaron N. 
Jensen, a freshman majoring 
in agribusiness, and Melodie 
Koenig, a sophomore majoring 
in business administration.

By Betty Kallhoff

The old bag was saved by the bag. 
The old bag, generally thought to be an unpleasant, ill-

tempered woman, is me. Certainly hope readers who know 
me will disagree on the unpleasant part. The bag filled with 
air when the huge van collided with my much smaller car 
back in mid-June. And yes, it left me ill-tempered and, sadly, 
broken in both body and spirit. 

In the first couple of weeks after the accident, with excru-
ciating pain and regrettably saying “I can’t” to delightful 
summer plans, many thoughts drifted to “bag it” with life 
in general. Then, realizing some never recover, a focus on 
regaining wellness, which will take most of precious sum-
mer, became priority one. 

Thankfully, I wasn’t bagged, mean-
ing arrested or apprehended, at the 
accident site. Also thankfully, a kind 
cop noticed my physical distress and 
called an ambulance. He grabbed my 
bag from the car and off I went for a 
luxurious stay (said facetiously) in 
the hospital surrounded by caring 
and knowledgeable medical profes-
sionals. 

Four days later, hospital dismissal 
left me in the capable hands of 
hubby Rick armed with a whole bag 
of tricks for pain management and 
movement restrictions leading to 
bone healing. Sometimes the whole 
process requires a barf bag though 
that urge has subsided immensely. 
Not sure what to do with those nasty 
bags under my eyes though. 

With an ambulance ride, hospital 
stay, and totaled car, it takes a mon-
eybag to handle the costs. Thankful 
for full coverage insurance so we won’t be left totally hold-
ing the bag on the mounting bills. 

Also thankful for the safety devices of a seat belt and air 
bags. Without them, I would have likely ended up in a body 
bag. No kidding. 

Air bags deploy when a sensor detects a front-end crash, 
sends an electrical signal triggering a chemical reaction 
inflating the air bag with harmless nitrogen gas. And it hap-
pened, just like that, hitting this humanoid at an estimated 
200 mph with 2,000 pounds of force. It deflates immediately. 

Not sure how my insides got broken, rib and sternum, 
though it’s a lot like the look of grief. Except for the wicked 
bruises tracing the tracks of the seatbelt across my waist 
and chest, the rest of me looks fine. The hurt is on the in-
side.  

Since returning home to the farm, bags and bags of good 
cheer have come my way in the form of food, flowers, cards, 
books, painting kit, and well wishes. Thanks to those in El-
gin who have expressed concern for my welfare and shared 
words of encouragement. 

As summer keeps rolling on and you’re out and about tak-
ing it all in, know this – seat belts and air bags save lives. Be 
sure they both work and strap on that belt, no exceptions. Be 
careful out there.

Saved by ‘the bag’

Community Center Menus
Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, July 10: Pork tenderloin sandwich, macaroni 

salad, French fries, peaches, milk.
Tuesday, July 11: Porcupine meatballs, mashed potatoes & 

gravy, stewed tomatoes, tropical fruit, milk.
Wednesday, July 12: Cream chicken over biscuits, mixed 

vegetables, applesauce, milk.
Thursday, July 13: Lemon pepper fish, lettuce salad, rice, 

strawberries/peaches mix, milk.
Friday, July 14: Sloppy joes, French fries, green beans, 

pineapple, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 

the Community Center. and are subject to change)

had an intense rehearsal 
schedule with band directors 
Eric Farlander, Mike Koch, 
Larry MacTaggart, director 
of the US Air Force Band, who 
also composed some of the 
pieces for the band and choir, 
as well as Bob Snider, direc-
tor of the US Armed Services 
Band. The Nebraska Ambas-
sador Choir was led under 
the directoion of Dr. Matthew 
Armstrong of Wayne State 
College. 

The camp finished with a 
Bon Voyage concert in Ramsey 
Theater.

All travelers met at Epply 
Airport in Omaha, NE to 
depart for Heathrow Airport 
in London. The group was di-
vided into 12 different flights.

The students’ travels took 
them to London, England 
where they performed a band 
concert in Embarkment Gar-
dens, and the choir performed 
in St. Matthew Baywater 
Church. The next stop took 
the Nebraska Ambassadors to 
Paris, France via the Euro-
star train under the English 
Channel. The band performed 
at Jardin D’Acclimatation, and 
the choir performed in Notre 
Dame du Travail. The tour 
continued to Crans-Montana, 
Switzerland where both the 
band and choir performed at 
L’Orangerie, and were treated 
to a fondue party with enter-
tainment by local Swiss citi-
zens featuring traditional mu-
sic and dance. Next was a stop 
in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, 
Germany. The band performed 
within the City Walls in Ro-
tenburg’s Marketplatz and the 
choir in Franxiskanerkirche 
Church. The final country on 
the tour was Austria, with 
stops in Salzburg and Vienna. 
The final band performance 
was in Bad Ischl’s outdoor the-
ater, and the Choir in Dom Zu 
Salzburg. The group returned 
home via Munich Internation-
al Airport.

Sight-seeing stops along the 
way were the City of Wind-
sor – Windsor Castle, London 
- The Tower of London, Big 

From Page Two
Music

Ben, The London Eye, His 
Majesties’ Theater – Phantom 
of the Opera. Paris – Eiffel 
Tower, Arc de Triomphe, The 
Lovure Museum,  Saint Sep-
ulcre Church, and Seine River 
Cruise. Switzerland – Castle 
of Chillon on Lake Geneva, 
Montreaux, Zermatt to view 
the Matterhon. Rotenburg, 
Germany’s Night Watchman 
Tour, City Wall Palace Garden 
and Dachau Concentration 
Camp Memorial Site. Vienna, 
Austria – Hellbrun Palace, St. 
Stephens Cathedral, Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s apart-
ment, the city gardens. The 
whirlwind tour wrapped up 
with the breath-taking sites of 
Bad Ischl -Basilica Minor St. 
Michael, St. Peter’s Abbey and 
Mirabell Gardens, all featured 
in the film, “The Sound of 
Music”.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

It slipped in on an uneventful Tuesday this 
year, although many towns celebrated on Monday 
the Third just to give the holiday a long weekend 
type feel. Maybe it was a little bit easier to remem-
ber the true historic origins of the holiday this 
year, given the drought and all the caution about 
fireworks lighting up more than just the night 
sky.

July 4, 1776, was the day when the Continen-
tal Congress sought to take the upper hand in 
the relentless power struggle with the British 
monarchy over absolute control of the colonies. 
That’s when the Declaration of Independence was 
approved. In subsequent years it was celebrated 
with colorful parades, flag raising and barbecues.

I like what humorist 
Erma Bombeck said years 
ago: “You have to love a 
nation that celebrates its 
independence every July 4, 
not with a parade of guns, 
tanks, and soldiers who 
file by the White House 
in a show of strength and 
muscle, but with family 
picnics where kids throw 
Frisbees, the potato salad 
gets iffy, and the flies die 
from happiness. You may 
think you have overeaten, 
but it is patriotism.”

President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower waxed almost 
poetically when he said: 
“Freedom has its life in 
the hearts, the actions, the 
spirit of men and so it must 

be daily earned and refreshed - else like a flower 
cut from its life-giving roots, it will wither and 
die.”

Remember it was Eisenhower who had the vi-
sion to push for the Interstate highway system 
which now allows millions of Americans to zip 
off to celebrate with friends and families in other 
states, and pray all the way that road crews won’t 
be working on a holiday so the speed limit won’t 
be restricted.

Country singer Lee Greenwood sang that 
almost overworked popular anthem: “And I’m 
proud to be an American, where at least I know 
I’m free. 

And I won’t forget the men who died, who gave 
that right to me.” In the chorus, these words: 
“Cause the flag still stands for freedom, and they 
can’t take that away.”

What about the red, white, and blue? It still flies 

proudly on poles outside government buildings and 
schools. 

Many of us hang one from a pole at our homes to 
honor the occasion, not unlike Memorial Day and 
Veteran’s Day.

I remember the horror of the anti-Vietnam War 
protests where American flags were burned or 
stomped on or torn to shreds. Recent protests of 
a variety of social issues have featured the same 
disgusting activity.

It seems that America is now more concerned 
about the red (Republican) and the blue (Democrat) 
because it apparently matters to some which party 
you stand for. How about we stand for the indepen-
dent spirit, which made us proud of the flag in the 
first place and truly represented our freedom and 
independence?

Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey offered: “We 
need an America with the wisdom of experience. 
But we must not let America grow old in spirit.”

Let’s honor the tradition as we remember it with-
out letting the nation’s spirit grow old. Parades, 
flags, fireworks, potato salad. Don’t wait until the 
next Independence Day to do it. Make up your own 
holiday if you need to. 

Just remember to keep the potato salad refriger-
ated or at least cool.

Above all, be wise.
.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for more than 20 years.

The joy that comes from observing Independence Day

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

See FISCHER, Page Five

Defending
our country

Last week, the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee (SASC) advanced its 
annual National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA). This bill, which 
we must pass every year, sets our 
policies and spending priorities for 
the military. Most importantly, this 
year’s NDAA supports an increase 
in pay levels for our service men and 
women by over five percent.

This is just one example of how 
those of us on the committee worked 
hard to create a bipartisan package 
that will defend our nation from the 
many threats we face.

Earlier this year, a Chinese spy 
balloon flew into American airspace, 
raising alarm about the surveillance 
tactics of the Chinese Communist 
Party. We’ve seen more Chinese 
military craft 
coming danger-
ously close to 
our airplanes 
and ships, try-
ing to taunt our 
military. And 
in February, 
U.S. Strategic 
Command con-
firmed publicly 
that China is in 
possession of 
more interconti-
nental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) 
launchers than 
the United 
States.

The fact is the 
global threat 
environment 
we face is only 
growing more dangerous. That’s why 
as a senior member of the Armed 
Services Committee, I led multiple 
NDAA provisions that will tackle 
national security challenges head on.

This includes provisions to acceler-
ate the modernization of our nuclear 
triad — our land, air, and sea-based 
nuclear weapons. These deterrents 
are the bedrock of our national secu-
rity.

The Biden administration has tried 
to cancel nuclear weapon systems 
like the Sea-Launched Cruise Missile 
(SLCM) program, but I successfully 
fought to keep this program online 
and properly funded. I also secured 
provisions to support the Sentinel 
program, which involves the Air 
Force replacing our intercontinental 
ballistic missile weapon systems lo-
cated across the country – including 
in Western Nebraska. This project 
is the most significant and complex 
weapon system in recent U.S. history.

These military capabilities are 
essential to keeping adversaries like 
China and Russia in check.

Since I was elected to the Senate 
in 2012, I’ve advocated to expand our 
munitions production capacity for 
this very reason. I continued this 
advocacy in this year’s NDAA, which 
includes provisions I led to expand 
munitions acquisitions. If we can’t 
quickly produce the systems we need 
to defend this country, our nation’s 
safety is in jeopardy.

I also extended a provision I first 
introduced last year that prohibits 
the U.S. Department of Defense from 
participating in entertainment proj-
ects with ties to the Chinese govern-
ment. The Chinese Communist Party 
often looks to leverage its economic 
ties to Hollywood to pre-emptively 
censor “threatening” content and 
promote pro-China propaganda. I 
think we can all agree U.S. taxpayer 
dollars should never be involved in 
such anti-American messaging ef-
forts.

I always consider the important 
role Nebraska and our various mili-
tary assets play in defending this na-
tion when I write, discuss, and vote 
on legislation.

The FY 2024 NDAA supports our 
proud military institutions like 
STRATCOM and Offutt Air Force 
Base. Offutt is home to a wide range 
of operations, from the 55th Wing 
to Air Force Weather Agency and 
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA). This NDAA includes 
critical authorizations for all of these 
important groups.

I also worked to ensure this NDAA 
authorizes a series of military con-
struction projects across Nebraska: 

As the third largest economy in the 
world, Japan 
is a vital trade 
partner of the 
United States, 
especially 
agriculture 
producers in 
Nebraska’s 
Third District. 
According to 
the Nebraska 
Department of 
Agriculture, 
more than half 
of Nebraska’s 
pork exports 
and more than 
a quarter of 
our state’s beef 
exports were 
purchased by 
Japan last year, 

totaling $156 million and $405 mil-

Expanding markets for Nebraska products
lion respectively. 

Japan is Nebraska’s largest export 
market for pork and eggs, our second 
largest market for beef, and our third 
largest market for corn and overall 
ag exports.

The mutual benefit of a strong 
trade relationship for Third District 
producers and Japanese consumers 
is extraordinary. Sales of Nebraska 
beef to Japan have increased expo-
nentially over the last two decades, 
as our producers have worked hard 
to meet demand for high-quality 
meat prized by Japanese consumers. 
Expanding cooperation and market 
access for Nebraska’s top-notch prod-
ucts continues to hold even greater 
promise for the future. As Chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Trade and co-chair 
of the U.S.-Japan Caucus, I am work-
ing to build on our historic partner-
ship.

While progress on trade with Ja-
pan has been significant in the 21st 
century, Congress can and must do 
more to address both tariff and non-
tariff barriers to trade. 

An agreement signed by President 
Trump in 2019 reduced tariffs on 
an estimated 90 percent of food and 
agriculture products exported to 
Japan; however, there are additional 
opportunities to expand our partner-
ship with Japan. Congressionally-
approved trade agreements are the 
strongest way to support American 
producers and consumers, and a 
comprehensive agreement should be 
the next step to maximize coopera-
tion and growth between our na-
tions.

This week, I joined several of my 
Ways and Means colleagues on a 
visit to Japan where we met with 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 
Foreign Affairs Minister Yoshi-

masa Hayashi, and other Japanese 
officials to discuss the importance 
of our countries’ ties and mutual 
economic opportunity. Japan is not 
only an important economic partner 
but also a critical ally for security in 
the region. 

I was grateful for the chance to join 
these leaders in looking to the future 
and am optimistic about what we can 
accomplish as we continue to work 
together.

As China and North Korea con-
tinue to posture aggressively, it is 
as important as ever for the United 
States to strengthen our bonds with 
and reaffirm our support for those 
who share our values.

Taiwan is another significant ally 
in the Indo-Pacific region, and last 
week, with my support, the House 
passed United States-Taiwan Initia-
tive on 21st-Century Trade First 
Agreement Implementation Act. This 
bill expresses congressional support 
for the initial agreement on trade 
with Taiwan and imposes require-
ments for congressional consultation 
of any further negotiations between 
the United States and Taiwan.

Additionally, I have introduced 
a resolution calling for a bilateral 
trade agreement to avoid double taxa-
tion between the U.S. and Taiwan. 
While the United States and Taiwan 
cannot enter a formal treaty address-
ing the tax treatment of internation-
al investment, similar tax treatment 
can be achieved through legislation 
passed by each country.

Advancing the long-term economic 
stability American businesses and 
our trusted allies need to invest for 
the future and combat the influence 
of bad actors are among my top pri-
orities in Congress. 

Any time we can increase oppor-
tunity to sell our top-notch products 
to eager consumers in Japan is a 
win for Third District farmers and 
ranchers. 

I will continue to work to expand 
markets for Nebraska products 
while advancing American interests 
abroad.

As we gathered to celebrate the birth of our great nation 
on this Fourth of July, it was an opportunity to reflect 

upon the values and ideals that have 
made America the greatest country 
that has ever existed. For centuries, 
our American flag has inspired and 
rallied Americans through times of 
triumph and tragedy. It reminds us 
of the sacrifices made to secure our 
freedoms. It represents the ideals 
upon which our nation was founded 
– freedom, justice, and equality – 
and our perpetual quest to form a 
more perfect union. It stands as a 
reminder of the unalienable rights 
given to all of us by our Creator and 
symbolizes the hope and opportu-
nity that continue to attract people 
from around the world to move here 
in pursuit of the American dream.

At a time when our nation feels 
divided on many important is-
sues, our flag reminds us of the 
values that unite us as Americans. 

That’s why we must protect the dignity of our flag at all 
costs. To that end, I recently co-sponsored Senator Roger 

Marshall’s (R-KS) One Flag For All Act to prohibit any 
flag other than the American flag to be flown, draped 
or displayed on federal buildings. The bill does provide 
exemptions for Prisoner of War (POW) flags, country 
flags for visiting diplomats, state flags for members of 
Congress displaying the flag at their official office, tribal 
flags, military flags at military bases and installations, 
and any flag that represents the state, territory, county, 
city, or local jurisdiction in which the public building is 
located. We should not allow divisive political issues to 
be promoted at taxpayer-funded buildings, and we should 
ensure Old Glory the place of honor it deserves.

As a U.S. Senator, I have the great privilege of promot-
ing our flag to all Nebraskans by participating in the 
time-honored tradition of requesting flags to be flown 
over the U.S. Capitol. This practice is a simple yet mean-
ingful way to honor and recognize outstanding individu-
als, groups, and milestones. Whether it is to recognize 
the service of a brave woman or man in uniform, com-
memorate a well-earned retirement, or celebrate a mile-
stone birthday, these flags can hold special significance 
to many.

Each year on holidays like Memorial Day, organiza-
tions across our state work to honor our veterans with 

Flag inspires and rallies Americans

See RICKETTS, Page Five
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Harold R. Heithoff, 87, of 
Elgin, passed away Monday, 
June 26, 2023, at his home near 
Elgin, surrounded by his fam-
ily.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
June 30, 2023, at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church in Elgin, 
with the Rev. Joseph Sund 
officiating. Burial followed 
in the parish cemetery with 

military rites 
conducted by 
American Le-
gion Post #229 
and VFW 
Post #5816 of 
Elgin, and the 
Army Funeral 
Honor Guard. 
Visitation was 
held from 5 – 7 
p.m. Thurs-

day at the church, with a 7 p.m. 
wake service.

Levander Funeral Home of 
Elgin, NE is in charge of the 
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com.

*****
Harold Rudy Heithoff, son of 

Rudy and Theresa (Venteicher) 
Heithoff was born October 
20, 1935, on the family farm 
three miles south of Elgin. He 
was baptized two days later. 
He attended St. Boniface and 

graduated with the class 
of 1955. During his school 
years he helped his father on 
the farm and worked at the 
Union Oil station in Elgin. In 
the summer he often worked 
on a combine crew, combin-
ing wheat in Kansas. In 1955 
Harold volunteered for the 
U.S. Army and was an electri-
cal engineer with the 24th 
Missile Battalion on the east 
coast until he was honorably 
discharged in 1957.

On July 23, 1955, he mar-
ried Vera Nuesch at Camp 
Chaffee, AR. The couple lived 
in Georgia, Massachusetts, 
and Washington D.C. before 
returning to Elgin in 1957. 
They made their home three 
miles south of Elgin in a small 
home across the road from his 
parents’ farm and then moved 
to the Bessie Sward farm, one-
half mile south of Elgin. 

From this union Harold was 
blessed with four children: 
Tamara, Dale, Kathryn, and 
Teresa. Upon the retirement 
of Harold’s parents, Harold 
and his family moved to the 
Heithoff farm in 1965 and 
purchased it in 1968. Harold 
farmed the 480 acres of land 
near Elgin, raising corn, 
alfalfa, and soybeans. He also 
fattened cattle until he re-
tired.

In 1992, Harold and Vera 

bought a winter home in Lake 
Worth, FL. They loved travel-
ing and spending time with 
the family. Harolds’ heart 
was broken when Vera passed 
away in August 2005. In 2016 
he sold his house and bought 
a house in Stuart, FL, which 
was closer to Dale and his 
family. 

Harold enjoyed his winter 
months in FL, but his heart 
was back on the farm. Har-
old’s wish was to pass away 
at home, where his wife and 
younger brother did.

One of his fondest memo-
ries is that of Vera and him 
spending three weeks in South 
America touring the Amazon 
River region by canoe, and in 
Bogota, Cartengena and Cali, 
Colombia. He enjoyed hunting 
and fishing and traveling to 
Florida. 

One of the biggest joys in his 
life was being able to see all 
his grandchildren.

Harold was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. Boniface Catholic 
Church. He was a trustee for 
St. Boniface, on the Elgin 
Public School Board serving 
as treasurer, Pope John School 
Board, Farmers Cooperative 
Exchange board for 16 years, 
Legion Commander, and was a 
citizen observer for the Sheriff 
Palm Beach County, to patrol 
designated areas.

Harold is survived by his 
four children: Tammy (friend 
Karry Borer) Nolan of Albion, 
NE; Dale (Pam) Heithoff of 
Palm City, FL; Kathy (Gary) 
Seier of Petersburg, NE; Te-
resa (Joe) Simons of O’Neill, 
NE; 15 grandchildren: Travis 
(Kristina) Golden; McKenzie 
(Adam) Flanagan; Tye (Mor-
gan Pelster) Nolan; Chancee 
(fiancé Jacob Williams) Nolan; 
Jamie Heithoff; Bobbi (Wesley) 
True; Samantha Heithoff; Jen-
nifer Asuncion; Stacy (Adam) 
DeMuth; Jason (friend Jill 
Daniel) Seier; Chad (Heather) 
Seier; Terra (Matt) Drueke; 
Mike (Madi) Simons; Bobby 
(Kady) Simons; Jessi (Erik) 
Derby; 27 great-grandchildren: 
Jayden, Tristen, Travis, 
Turner, Bergan, Oaklee, Sofia, 
Christopher, Thomas, Avery, 
Eric, Chloe, Brynlee, Bryson, 
Brayla, Franklin, Clayton, 
Delaney, Landry, Ozwald, Ma-
clin, Rowan, Rynlee, Ellenor, 
Vera, Henry, and Jett; along 
with many other relatives and 
friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife: Vera 
Heithoff in 2005; brothers: 
Larry and Delbert Heithoff;  
sisters: Delores Pelster and 
LuVerna Jochum; brothers-
in-law: Toby Jochum and Joe 
Pelster; sister-in-law: Myra 
Heithoff.

Harold R. Heithoff, 87
An Elgin native, the biggest joy of his life was being able to see all his grandchildren.

ObituariesObituaries
the National Guard Readiness Center in Bellevue, Greenlief 
Training Site, Mead Training Site, the National Guard Vehicle 
Maintenance Shop in North Platte, and several based at Offutt. 
Our National Guard is a vital force of readiness for our country, 
and I will always fight to keep the Guard secure. 

These provisions will help us strengthen our national defense, 
which I consider my most important duty as a member of the 
Senate. While the NDAA has a ways to go before it passes both 
chambers of Congress and is signed into law, I’m proud of the 
progress my colleagues and I have made. I look forward to con-
tinuing my work on the Armed Services Committee.

Leon W. Whitney, 53
Born in Maryland, he grew up in Neligh and graduated from Neligh-Oakdale High School.

Graveside Service for Leon 
W. Whitney Age 53 of Neligh, 
Nebraska will be 10:00 a.m. 
Friday, July 7, 2023 at Laurel 
Hill Cemetery.  

Visitation will be Thursday, 
July 6, 2023 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. at Beyer Snider Memorial 
Funeral Home in Neligh.  

Leon passed away June 27, 
2023.  

Beyer Snider Memorial 
Funeral Home is handling the 

arrangements.  Condolences 
may be directed to the family 
at www.beyersnidermemori-
alfh.com

*****
Leon Walter Whitney was 

born on February 16, 1970 at 
Annapolis, Maryland to Bill 
Whitney and Lorraine (Rob-
ertson) Berry.  

He grew up in Neligh and 
attended Neligh-Oakdale High 
School.  He was united in mar-

riage to Kimberly (Cornett) in 
1988 in Neligh.  He worked at 
Niewohners Feedlot for most 
of his life.  He enjoyed being 
a mechanic, golfing, grilling, 
and hunting as well as spend-
ing time with his children and 
his granddaughters.

He is survived by his wife, 
Kimberly Whitney of Neligh, 
NE.  His son, Colton and wife 
Justine Whitney and their 
daughters, Lillian, Chloe, and 

Penelope of Elgin, NE and 
daughter, Tessa Jo Whitney of 
Neligh, NE and friend Shane 
Hammock;  Joni Jo Deters of 
Centralia, KS and her fam-
ily.  Mother, Lorraine Berry of 
Minatare, NE.  Parents-in-law, 
Donn and Cheri Cornett and 
sister-in-law, Tami Schrader 
and her family.

He was preceded in death 
by daughter, Courtney Lynn 
Whitney.

Stay Informed! Subscribe to The Elgin Review!
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Records related to civil forfeiture are scattered across mul-
tiple state and federal agencies, and are sometimes incom-
plete. To get as full a picture as possible of asset forfeiture in 
Seward County and Nebraska, the Flatwater Free Press: 

Spoke to nearly three dozen experts, law enforcement 
officers, former lawmakers, defense attorneys and drivers 
who have been pulled over in Seward County. Requested a 
county-by-county breakdown of civil forfeitures from the 
Nebraska Judicial Branch, finding that Seward County 
accounted for 1 in 3 forfeitures in the past 10 years. Accord-
ing to division researchers, this number could be a slight 
undercount.

Used a federal Department of Justice database and annual 
forms submitted by law enforcement agencies to calculate 
5 years of forfeiture profits for all Nebraska agencies. This 
number includes both civil and criminal forfeitures. An 
analysis by the Institute for Justice found that from 2000 
to 2019, 16% of DOJ forfeitures were processed criminally. 
From 2000 to 2016, 2% of Treasury forfeitures were. 

Used county financial records to calculate how much civil 
forfeiture money went into the county’s drug and education 
fund over the past 5 years. 

An initial records request sent by reporter Natalia Alam-
dari to the Seward County Sheriff’s Department was denied 
– the department pointed the Flatwater Free Press to annual 
forfeiture reports it files with the state auditor. But those re-
ports, dating back to 2016, were either incomplete or missing 
entirely. Instead, Alamdari read a decade’s worth of court 
records in Seward County, combing through documents to 
answer the following questions: 

What agencies were involved? 
78 times out of 90 – 87% of stops – a state civil asset for-

feiture stop was initiated by the Seward County Sheriff’s 
Department. Three other times, Saline or York County Sher-
iff’s deputies were making stops on the interstate in Seward 
County, working as task force members.

Did the person sign a notice of abandonment? 
In 68 cases out of 90 – 75% of stops – drivers/passengers 

signed a form to abandon any claim to the money seized. 

How this story was reported

Using loophole, Seward County seizes millions from
motorists without convicting them of crimes

One of every three state 
civil asset forfeiture sei-

zures happen in this coun-
ty, pop. 17,692. Proponents 

say it combats the drug 
trade and saves taxpayer 

money. Critics say it’s high-
way robbery.

By Natalia Alamdari
Flatwater Free Press

Seward County routinely 
seizes money from motorists 
on Interstate 80, keeps the cash 
– and never convicts the driv-
ers of a crime.

The county’s sheriff’s de-
partment and county attorney 
use this practice, known as 
civil asset forfeiture, so often 
that a third of all cases of this 
kind in Nebraska state courts 
come from Seward County, 
population 17,962, a Flatwater 
Free Press analysis of court 
records shows.

The county has hauled in 
$7.5 million in forfeited cash 
in the past five years, some of 
it from civil forfeitures that 
state lawmakers thought they 
banned in 2016. 

In Seward County, nearly all 
civil forfeitures begin when 
a deputy stops an out-of-state 
driver on the county’s 24-mile 
stretch of Interstate 80. Much 
of this money ends up in law 
enforcement hands, after driv-
ers – faced with a split-second 
choice between money or jail – 
often sign a form and abandon 
their cash.  

Many in law enforcement, 
including Seward County 
Sheriff Mike Vance, say civil 
forfeiture is an important tool 
to take money out of criminal 
hands.

“The point is that we’re try-
ing to dismantle these crimi-
nal organizations … if you take 
their money, you’re crippling 
their ability to conduct their 
criminal activity,” said Amy 
Blackburn, an assistant U.S. 
attorney.

Some defense attorneys and 
advocates say civil asset forfei-
ture is little more than a law 
enforcement money grab. 

“Citizens can have their 
property taken from them 
without ever being accused of a 
crime, or convicted of a crime, 
and that is simply not our 
American system of justice,” 
said Louis Rulli, a University 
of Pennsylvania law professor.

Christopher Bouldin, pulled 
over in August 2020 for follow-
ing too closely, didn’t know 
anything about civil asset for-
feiture when he stood with his 
dog on the westbound shoulder 
of I-80. Seward County Sher-
iff’s deputies had just searched 
his rental van, finding no 
drugs or guns, but locating 
$18,000 in cash rolled in a blue 
sleeping bag.

They alleged it was drug 
money. He argued that it was 
for his trip to Colorado – he 
was driving west from Vir-
ginia – and for the potential 
purchase of a car.  

Deputies zipped the cash 
in an evidence bag and then 

produced an abandonment 
form. They gave him a choice, 
Bouldin said. 

Sign this form, give up the 
cash and continue toward Col-
orado. Don’t sign, and you’re 
subject to felony charges.   

“I can’t believe I’m getting 
robbed,” Bouldin said he re-
members thinking.

In the past decade, Seward 
has seized money in at least 
90 state civil forfeiture cases, 
nearly double any other Ne-
braska county. In those cases, 
they initially seized a total 
of $2.2 million from motor-
ists. (Other cases are tied to 
partnerships with federal law 
enforcement, while still others 
result in criminal charges, 
often when guns and drugs are 
also located.) 

The $2 million eventually 
kept by the county was split, 
half to a state schools fund and 
half to a county law enforce-
ment fund.

That fund bought stun guns 
and bulletproof vests for the 
Seward and Milford Police De-
partments, a sheriff’s cruiser 
and an $18,000 drone for the 
Nebraska State Patrol. It re-
cently spent $15,000 on two bal-
listic shields after the school 
shooting in Uvalde, Texas.

The highway seizures that 
net this money often start 
when a Seward County deputy 
alleges a traffic violation – 
speeding, improperly chang-
ing lanes, or like Bouldin, 
following too closely. 

The deputy then asks the 
stopped driver basic questions. 
Where are you headed? What 
do you plan to do there?

Deputies note if the person 
seems nervous, how much 
luggage they have and if the 
vehicle smells of drugs.

They’re looking for “indica-
tors of criminal activity,” said 
Vance, Seward County Sheriff. 

“Sometimes, you ask them 
where they’re headed to, they 
don’t know…they borrowed the 
car, they don’t know the name 
of the person who owns the 
car. Things like that will raise 
flags,” he said. 

In the past decade, 75% of 
Seward County’s state civil 
forfeiture cases happened after 
a driver signed a form similar 
to the one Bouldin was hand-
ed, according to the Flatwater 
Free Press analysis. 

These abandonment forms 
are constitutionally question-
able, critics say. In the Omaha 
metro, the Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office no longer uses 
them. Five states, including 
Wyoming, have banned them.

“They have to decide right 
then and there: Do they want 
to…risk being prosecuted for 
a felony?” said Daniel Stock-
mann, a Nebraska defense 
attorney who specializes in 
interstate drug cases. “I think 
a lot of people make the deci-
sion on the fly to just abandon 
the money and move on.”

Wendy Elston, Seward 
County attorney, said that a 
motorist who signs an aban-
donment form is given a court 
date where they can fight to 
get their money back.

One version of the Seward 
County form says a person 
must “abandon all claims to 
the above-described merchan-
dise, and waive any further 
rights or proceedings.”

This can confuse motorists, 
Rulli said. 

“How many motorists never 
challenge it, never go to court, 
because they’ve signed a docu-
ment giving up their right to 
contest and go to court?” he 
said.

Vance disputes the idea that 
Seward County uses the form 
as a pressure tactic. Drivers 
often readily admit guilt, even 
before the form is introduced, 
he said.

In 2016, a man pulled over 
with $14,000 told deputies: “I 
know you’re going to take the 
money and let me go, so just 
get it done. I’ve been through 

this with Homeland Security 
before, so just give me the dis-
claimer,” according to court 
records. 

Other Seward County court 
records show that sometimes 
the form startles motorists 
– and sometimes they claim 
feeling pressured to sign.

One driver said he signed 
an abandonment form out of 
fear, when deputies brought 
up Homeland Security and 
possible felony charges in 
2015. He later fought for the 
seized $10,400 in court. An-
other, arrested for drug money 
in January 2022, said pros-
ecutors told his lawyer that 
if he abandoned the money, 
the criminal case would “go 
away.”

In August 2020, Bouldin 
refused to sign the abandon-
ment form as he stood on the 
shoulder of I-80.

The Seward County deputies 
didn’t arrest him, as they had 
said they might. But they did 
seize his cash while charg-
ing him with a misdemeanor 
for possessing drug money 
– charges that were later 
dropped. 

The county attorney con-
tinued with the seizure in 
civil court to keep the $18,000. 
Bouldin received only a warn-
ing for a traffic violation.

A loophole the size of 
Seward County

Less than 3 miles off the 
interstate sit two aluminum 
buildings surrounded by corn 
and soybean fields. This is 
headquarters for Seward’s 
interdiction task force, where 
it trains K-9 units for coun-
ties throughout Nebraska and 
stores specialized equipment 
and seized cars. 

Last year, using forfeiture 
funds, the department bought 
the building for $806,000. 

Seward’s history with 
highway seizures goes back 
to 2004, when county leaders 
asked former Sheriff Joe Yo-
cum to look for new revenue.

Seward deputies have since 
regularly seized pounds 
of drugs, stolen guns and 
vacuum-sealed stacks of 
cash. They’ve rescued human 
trafficking victims, Vance 
said, and pulled over murder 
suspects.

But they also encounter 
drivers like Bouldin – drivers 
with no drugs but cash that 
deputies then seize.

“It’s patently wrong when 
you take people’s assets 

without charging them of a 
crime,” said former state sena-
tor Tommy Garrett. “If law 
enforcement is doing their job, 
and really think that this is 
drug related, then by God, they 
should charge the person and 
convict the person.”

In 2016, Garrett, a Repub-
lican from Bellevue, passed 
a law that he, other state 
senators and civil liberties 
advocates believed abolished 
civil asset forfeiture. The bill’s 
statement of intent said it 
required a criminal conviction 
to seize money. 

But the Legislature left 
two loopholes. Seizures over 
$25,000 could circumvent state 
law by being adopted into fed-
eral court. 

And law enforcement could 
still seize assets under state 
law if evidence connected the 
cash to drugs – even if there 
were no drugs present. 

That allowance, unnoticed 
by bill supporters, left an 
opening for Nebraska police to 
continue with civil forfeiture, 
said Lee McGrath, senior legis-
lative counsel for the Institute 
for Justice.

It’s the legal tactic Seward 
County now uses far more 
often than any other Nebraska 
county. “It’s absolutely frus-
trating,” said Laura Ebke, a 
Libertarian and ex-senator 
who sat on the Judiciary Com-
mittee in 2016. “To think that 
we got part way there, and 
then missed it because of this 
one little loophole…” 

Seward County’s use of civil 
asset forfeiture has grown 
since Vance was elected sheriff 
in 2018. In 2021 alone, Seward 
County seized a combined $2.3 
million through civil forfei-
ture in state and federal court, 
according to a report to the 
state auditor. 

On a single September 2022 
morning in the Seward County 
Courthouse, Judge James 
Stecker approved the civil 
forfeiture of $83,187 from five 
separate cases, all from people 
not convicted of a crime.

“We return very little money 
because we make very good 
cases,” said Blake Swicord, co-
ordinator of the Seward-based 
Homeland Security task force. 
“If it’s not rock solid, we’re not 
going to take it.”

Money seized by civil forfei-
ture in Seward County is also 
rarely returned because it’s 
difficult and costly to fight.





8 Area NewsArea News
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 

Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations

8 Wednesday, July 5, 2023 
The Elgin ReviewStay in the know Stay in the know 

— read the — read the 
Public Notices.Public Notices. Public NoticesPublic Notices

Proceedings — Antelope County Board of Commissioners

Notice of Meeting — Antelope County Board of Equalization

Notice — Estate of James T. Meyer
NOTICE

Estate of JAMES T. MEYER, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
June 20, 2023, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR23-21, 
Cheryl Marie Watson, whose 
mailing address is 380 Robert 

Rd., Malcolm, Nebraska 68402, 
has been appointed as personal 
representative of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court 
on or before August 28, 2023 
or be forever barred. Creditors 
shall submit their claims to the 

Antelope County Court, P.O. Box 
26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: June 28, July 5 & 12, 
2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETING 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS AS A 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Notice is hereby given that 
the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-
braska will hold a County Board 
of Equalization meeting in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
in the Antelope County Court-
house Annex, Neligh, Nebraska 

on July 19th, 2023 beginning 
at 8:00 AM, for the purpose of 
reviewing and deciding written 
protests filed pursuant to sec-
tions 77-1502 to 77-1507 pertain-
ing to the assessment value of 
their property, possible action 
on approving tax roll corrections; 
and various other items which 
may become necessary to act 
upon.  Meeting will be opened 
to the public. Protest hearings 
will be scheduled at 10-minute 
intervals, allowing a couple of 

minutes between each hearing.  
If needed, protest hearings will 
continue July 20th, 2023, start-
ing at 9:00 AM.

An agenda, kept continuously 
current, is available for public in-
spection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s Office and may be modi-
fied at such meeting to include 
items of an emergency nature 
pursuant to Section 84-1411 of 
the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: July 5, 2023
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
June 27th, 2023

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the June 13th, 2023, 
BOC Meeting.

Review of Claims.  Approved 
vendor claims.

General: APPEARA ex 34.70; 
APPLIED CONN TECH ut 
3,862.73; AXON ENTERPRISE 
ex 4,210.61; BLACK HILLS EN-
ERGY ut 372.08; BOMGAARS 
ex 177.92; DEBORAH BRANS-
TITER ex 439.08; CASH-WA 
DISTRIBUTING ex 11,065.90; 
CHARM-TEX ex 3,359.90; 
CORNHUSKER STATE INDUS-
TRIES ex 1,300.00; DAS STATE 
ACCTG ex 161.00; EAKES OF-
FICE SOLUTIONS ex 6,250.29; 
GRAHAM TIRE ex 756.00; 
TESSA HAIN ex 357.91; JACKS 
UNIFORMS/EQUIP ex 159.89; 
KNOX CO TREAS ex 1,885.70; 
BEVERLY KRUTZ ex 102.20; 
LICHTENBERG TIRE SVC ex 
2,349.44; WILLETTA LINDSAY 
ex 30.00; MADISON CO DIST 

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION

Neligh, NE
June 27th, 2023

Notice of meeting published 
as required by statute.

A complete record of these 
minutes as well as all resolu-

tions and agreements are on file 
at the County Clerk’s Office and 
are open to the public.

Over/Under report was pre-
sented.

Seven (7) tax roll corrections 
were approved.

Meeting adjourned.  
 

Antelope County Board of 
Equalization

CHARLIE HENERY, Chairman
Attest:  LISA PAYNE
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 5, 2023
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Board of Equalization

COURT ex 50.00; MADISON 
CO SHERIFF ex 29.65; MEN-
ARDS ex 43.03; DAVID MILLER 
ex 23.40; MOYER & MOYER 
ex 6,938.30; MR S’S ex 481.16; 
NEBR HEALTH/HUMAN SVCS 
ex 93.00; PHYLLIS PERDEW 
ex 23.40; PETTY CASH (CO 
SHERIFF) ex 334.49; PITZER 
DIGITAL ex 314.82; PLATTE 
VALLEY COMMS ex 10,604.26; 
QUILL CORP ex 1,106.09; KURT 
RAKOW ex 54.75; SANNE RE-
PAIR ex 2,036.68; SCHINDLER 
ELEVATOR CORP ex 1,291.91; 
STEALTH BROADBAND ut 
1,038.24; RON THIELE ex 
36.50; ULINE ex 2,887.07; ME-
GAN WINGATE ex 345.26; 
GREG WORTMAN ex 109.50; 
DAN ZWINGMAN ex 43.80; 319 
GRAPHICS/T’S ex 2,260.50; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS 
ins 1,644.69; NEBR CO ATTOR-
NEYS ASSN ex 457.00; CITY OF 
NELIGH   ex 4,172.09; HOLIDAY 
INN ex 329.90; KOINZAN EN-
TERPRISES ex 243.73; REGION 
4 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYS-
TEM ex 6,249.00; BOMGAARS 
ex 333.32; ANTELOPE CO TRE-
AS ex 1,200,000.00; MARVIN 
PLANNING CONSULTANTS ex 

1,450.00; JONNY DODGE ex 
55,795.00; 

Road/Bridge: A&R CON-
STRUCTION ex 577,663.37; 
BAZILE AGGREGATE CO ex 
13,675.93; BLACK HILLS EN-
ERGY ut 289.10; BLACKBURN 
MFG ex 819.38; BOMGAARS 
ex 1,132.10; CARQUEST ex 
231.79; DIXON CONSTRUC-
TION ex 133,893.67; EMME 
SAND/GRAVEL ex 17,708.95; 
FRONTIER COMM ut 336.28; 
LYLE HART ex 250.00; JOEL 
SINCLAIR ex 28,169.46; JOHN 
DEERE CREDIT ex 568,962.00; 
KNIFE RIVER MIDWEST ex 
5,889.60; LAMMERS TRAILER 
REPAIR ex 251.75; LICHTEN-
BERG TIRE SVC ex 2,160.00; 
MATTEO SAND/GRAVEL ex 
2,942.70; NMC EXCHANGE ex 
22.38; QUALITY IRON/METAL 
ex 233.14; RAZOR TRACKING 
ex 900.00; REINKE’S FARM/
CITY SVC ex 895.92; SAPP 
BROTHER PETROLEUM ex 
2,774.75; SPUD CONSTRUC-
TION ex 313,320.20; SPUD 
TRUCKING ex 40,180.00; 
STEALTH BROADBAND ut 
95.01; A&R CONSTRUCTION 
ex 152,626.78; FIRST CON-

CORD BENEFITS ins 396.37; 
ANTELOPE MEMORIAL HOS-
PITAL ex 204.00; K&S DOOR ex 
5,268.00; NORTHEAST GLASS 
ex 250.00; CITY OF NELIGH-
RECY ex 250.00; MISSOURI 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS ex 
75,325.95; ROAD BUILDERS ex 
3,770.26; 

Visitor/Tourism Promotion: 
OLD SCHOOL THRIFT STORE 
ex 1,750.00; 

Law Enforcement: CASH-
WA DISTRIBUTING ex 117.00; 
CREIGHTON LOCKER ex 
408.00; APRIL CURTISS ex 
120.00; EAKES OFFICE SO-
LUTIONS ex 6,949.20; ELGIN 
APPLIANCE/MORE ex 359.67; 
HILLTOP DRUG ex 230.52; AM-

BER SHEER ex 52.50; 
Reappraisal: ANTELOPE CO 

TREAS ex 0.16.
Correspondence was re-

viewed. Approved Appeara Con-
tract.  Approved Nebraska State 
Print Shop for Pink Postcard 
printing and mailing.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved three (3) oversize per-
mits. Approved pay applications 
A & R Construction, Dixon Con-
struction, Missouri Petroleum.  
Approved change order, and ap-
proved certificate of substantial 
completion.

Zoning Administrators Report.
Met as a BOE.
Appointment of Weed Author-

ity member.

Authorized clerk to adjust func-
tion balance to balance General 
Fund.

Approved journal entry and 
revenue adjustments to balance 
Commissary and General Fund.

County Attorney to do away 
with Petty Cash in the office.

Will accept local financing op-
tions next meeting.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: July 5, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF REGULAR 
MEETING OF WHEELER 

CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS         
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING
DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 

COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION OF THE WHEELER CEN-

Notice of Meeting — District #45 Board of Education
TRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL 
BE HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA.

ON: MONDAY, JULY 10, 2023  
TIME: 7:00 P.M.    

WHICH MEETING WILL BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEET-
ING IS AVAILABLE FOR PUB-
LIC INSPECTION AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERIN-
TENDENT, WHEELER CEN-
TRAL SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, 
NEBRASKA.

 DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 

EDUCATION       
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: July 5, 2023
ZNEZ

It’s rare when the Antelope 
County Board of Commission-
ers meet three times in one 
month.

Yet, that’s what happened 
last week (June 27) at the An-
telope County Courthouse in 
Neligh.

Among the items the board 
acted on was the approval of 
the Nebraska State Print Shop 
to print postcards and mailing.

These aren’t any ordinary 
postcards, yet county taxpay-
ers should be familiar with 
them. 

In the coming weeks, county 
residents will receive ‘pink’ 
postcards in the mail announc-
ing the date for the county’s 
‘Truth in Taxation’ (TT) hear-
ing.

Commissioners take first step towards
2023 ‘Truth in Taxation’ hearing

The hearing date is for An-
telope County, school districts 
and tax subdivisions to make 
known their tax asking for the 
coming fiscal year.

The hearing will be held 
to comply with the Property 
Tax Request Act passed by 
the Nebraska Legislature. 
The philosophy being that 
levy property taxes should 
be transparent and easy to 
understand. If property values 
substantially increase for cit-
ies, counties, school district or 
community college districts, 
then these boards need to 
justify to taxpayers why they 
should collect additional prop-
erty tax revenue (if in excess 
of two percent from one year 
ago).

Last year’s TT hearing was 
held in late September.

In other action:
Permits — Commissioners 

approved two ‘heavy haul 
permits for Barnhart Crane to 
Prairie Breeze Wind Tower 17. 
Also approved was an oversize 
permit for Wilkerson Crane 
Rental to Prairie Breeze Wind 
Tower 88.

Approved — Pay applica-
tions for A&R Construction 
($577,663.37 and $152,626.78), 
Dixon Construction 
($298,350.30) and Missouri 
Petroleum ($75,325.95) were 
approved.

Adjustments — The commis-
sioners approved County Clerk 
Lisa Payne to make adjust-
ments to the general budget 
($250, county board; $2,000, 
historical).

And, on a separate matter, 
the commissioners approved 
a journal entry and revenue 
adjustment to balance the 
commissary and general fund.

Also, the county attorney 
was authorized to do away 
with a petty cash fund in the 
office.

A handful of Elgin Chamber of Commerce/Community 
Club members met last Wednesday for their regular June 
meeting.

A wrap-up discussion of Vetch Days events was held with 
the consensus that the majority of them were well-attended. 
Members will be looking into costs for different bounce 
house-type items and other mobile events with the idea that 
activities will be shifting to be held at the Elgin City Park, 
likely beginning in 2024.

Attention then shifted to upcoming events.
In August, the End-of-Summer Steak Fry will again be 

held at the Elgin City Park. This year’s steak fry will be 
on Friday, August 11. Plans are to serve a Rib Eye dinner 
which will be $30 (includes the usual sides, dessert and a 
complimentary drink ticket for adults). 

The decision was made to open up the steak fry to those 
under 21 with that ticket being $25 and having no drink 
ticket.  IDs will be required to receive an Over-21 wrist band 
for purchasing and consumer drinks from the bar.

The Elgin Car Show/Show and Shine will be held on 
Sunday, September 10 at the Elgin City Park. Also on that 
day will be the Treasures in the Park event featuring home-
based and hand-crafted items for sale.

Remaining events for the year include Business Trick or 
Treating in October (Tuesday, October 31st), the Turkey 
Giveaway (signups at businesses will begin on Monday, 
November 6th) and Christmas in Elgin (kids events plus 
the Christmas parade downtown) with a tentative date of 
Wednesday, December 6th.

The next meeting for the Chamber/Community Club will 
be Monday evening, July 24 at the Elgin KC Hall.

Date set for
ECC Steak Fry

U.S. Senator Deb Fischer an-
nounced her intentions to seek 
re-election to the United States 
Senate last week.

 Surrounded by long-time 
supporters and several high-
ranking community leaders 
and elected officials at the Ne-
braska State Capitol, Senator 
Fischer made it official. 

In making the announce-
ment, Fischer said, “Each and 
every day since I took the oath 
as your U.S. Senator, I have 
fought for Nebraska.

“I am proud of my record. 
There’s no question I’m a con-
servative. Just take a look at 
my votes. Glenn Beck recently 
said I outflank Josh Hawley in 
that regard,” she said.. 

She said Nebraskans under-
stand national defense.

“Nebraskans know there is 
no more fundamental, core 
duty of a limited government 
than national defense – pro-
tecting this nation. And that is 
where I focus the vast major-
ity of my time as your senator 
every single day.

“As a senior member of the 
Armed Services Committee, 
I have worked tirelessly to 
ensure our men and women in 
uniform have the resources 
they need to complete the mis-
sions we ask of them ... And 
today I am humbly asking for 
your support – and your vote 
– so that I might continue to 
serve the people I know.”

Fischer to seek
re-election
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Elgin Summer Ball Teams

Members of the Elgin #2 Junior Pee Wee team this season were front row, l-r: Max Borer, Ace Pelster, 
Grant Blecher, Owen Childers and Anton Shavlik. Back row: Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher, Jackson Evans, 
Carter Lemburg, Diedrick Klein, Bentley Kittelson, Mark Schindler, Hunter Zawacky and Coach Matt 
Pelster. E-R photo/JMcNally

Playing this season for the Elgin Girls 6U softball team were (front row, l-r): Rhyan Hoefer, Hadley Haddix, 
Lillian Whitney, Emersyn Heying and Hadley Burke. Back row: Coach Sharon Bartak, Ainsley Beckman, 
Selena Lopez, Aubree Lemke, Haley Selting, Adalyn Veik and Coach Keyera Eisenhauer. Not pictured: Leigh-
ton Engel. E-R photo/JMcNally

ELGIN — Back in the early 1960s, crooner Sam Cooke had a 
big hit with the song ‘Having A Party.’

The Elgin Review on Thursday afternoon did their best impres-
sion of ‘Having A Party’ was we were joined by more than 60 
persons celebrating the newspaper and Community Newspaper 
Week (CNW).

Newspapers across the state last week used different means to 
celebrate CNW. It had been proclaimed earlier this year by Ne-
braska Governor Jim Pillen, in large part due to the Nebraska 
Press Association celebrating 150 years of existence. As for your 
hometown paper, The Review has been around for 140 years, soon 
to turn 141 in October.

While we spend the great majority of our time celebrating 
your achievements, it was nice to visit with some of our readers 
and share a bit of newspaper history.

Among the highlights of our party were:
Displays — We made a video showing the evolution of news-

paper printing, from the beginning with the Guttenberg Press 
to today’s way of printing papers. The Review is designed here 
in Elgin, then shipped off via the Internet 
to White Wolf Printing based in Sheldon, 
Iowa where it is printed that night, then 
transported back by truck to Elgin on 
Wednesday morning each week. The paper, 
generally arrives sometime between 9-10 
a.m., is labeled and taken to the post office 
before noon to catch the mail truck. From 
there, it goes to Omaha where it is distrib-
uted to subscribers across the country.

On a nearby easel, attendees could read 
the coverage of the sinking of the Titanic 
in 1912. The newspaper devoted more than 
a page worth of copy about the disaster 
which was published on April 26, 1912.

Across the country — The newspaper 
is now being received by subscribers in 
30 states. Only in New England do we not 
send papers, the rest of the continental 
United States as well as Hawaii and Alaska 
now receives our paper each week.

Stinging commentary — Through the 
years the Review has never been afraid to 
take a stand, using space to say what needs to be said. Here’s one 
such example which, fittingly, could be published today.

This and that — Attendees were treated to a white cake deco-
rated with the NPA’ s logo, prepared by former Elgin resident 
Taylor (Sehi) Hambleton. There were cookies made and decorat-
ed by Elgin’s own Kristina Sehi. Both were delicious.

Pens were given away, so too a number of one-year subscrip-
tions as well as T-shirts reflecting the pride Lynell and I have 
had the past 16 years serving as your publishers. The T-shirts 
proved to be a popular item as a number of people asked about 
acquiring them.

Thanks for the many compliments and well wishes we re-
ceived during our ‘Party.’ On behalf of myself and Lynell, staff 
members Bernice Siems, Betty Kallhoff, Olivia Klein and Juli-
ana McNally, let’s do it again sometime soon!

After all, shouldn’t we all live every day like it was Saturday 
night?

“And that’s a wrap ...”

HAVE AN 
OPINION? 
Express it here 
as a ‘Letter to 

the Editor’ in next 
week’s issue of 

The Elgin Review.
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“On Thursday, June 29th, 
we rolled out the red carpet at 
Antelope Memorial Hospital 
to celebrate the open house for 
our newly remodeled patient 
rooms/nursing floor and 
infusion room,” said Diane 
Brugger, AMH CEO. “Over 100 
individuals from area commu-

On Thursday evening, Antelope Memorial Hospital celebrated the open house for its newly remodeled 
patient rooms/nursing floor and infusion room. Pictured at the grand entry are (l-r): John Mlnarik, presi-
dent of the AMH Board of Trustees; Diane Brugger, CEO; and Jack Green, project manager. Over 100 
area residents attended the event. Photo submitted

AMH shows off remodeled rooms
at open house Thursday evening

nities attended.” 
The $3.7 million project was 

begun in September 2021 and 
completed in three phases 
to allow AMH to continue 
operating during construc-
tion, added Brugger. The 2020 
pandemic was a key reason 
for moving forward with the 

remodel. 
The benefits of the remodel 

are many. The number of pa-
tient beds was decreased to al-
low for an increase in the size 
of the remodeled patient rooms 
and number of private rooms. 
Each of the remodeled patient 
rooms has: 

• Its own shower and offers 
more space and easy access to 
its shower/toilet 

• Negative air pressure capa-
bilities, greatly reducing the 
spread of possible pathogens 

• New heating and air condi-
tioning   

• Greatly enhanced lighting – 
that is also adjustable

• Oxygen units with suction 
and med gas capabilities

• Greater access to electrical 
resources – in meeting today’s 
technological needs for patient 
care (now more monitors, 
pumps, etc – than in the 1970s) 

• All bed mattresses have 
been replaced – for added 
comfort. 

• Added patient safety: All 
beds have special safety fea-
tures with alarms that may be 
used to alert nursing staff – of 
a patient sitting up, getting 
too close to the bed’s edge and/
or getting out of bed (without 
help). 

• Other added safety and 
enhanced flow of services: 
Patient call lights alert nurs-
ing staff (at call light center 
located at the nursing station) 
– of each patient’s call while 
also indicating reason for 
said call. In addition, the call 
light system alerts nursing 
staff when a patient’s IV needs 
replaced – (if the IV buzzer is 
not heard).

Other safety features of the 
remodeling project include:

• Two rooms are dedicated 
for patients in isolation (e.g.: 
pneumonia, influenza or Co-
vid) – with negative air pres-
sure capabilities.  

• Nearby ante/alcove area 
conveniently provides sinks 
and storage for clean gowns, 
masks and face shields. (This 

allows personnel to deliver 
care to isolated patients safely 
while helping to eliminate the 
spread of contagious patho-
gens.) 

• A second nurses’ station is 
located near rooms dedicated 
for patients requiring isola-
tion – which enhances flow of 
services. 

AMH’s new remodel also in-
cludes a bariatric room. It has 
a bariatric bed which supports 
patients of size and is extra 
wide and adjustable to allow 
patients enhanced ease of posi-
tioning and more comfort. 

The bed also has special 
alarms to detect patient mo-
tion. In addition, the room has 
a ceiling lift suspension for 
transporting patients from bed 
to bathroom – to accommodate 

larger patients and protect 
nursing staff from lifting 
injuries.

Other special features of the 
project include a main nursing 
station which is spacious and 
houses the patient call light 
system and camera to view 
numerous locations and entry 
areas of hospital. The proj-
ect also offers a new hydro-
therapy room, nursing staff 
breakroom, dictation room 
and nursery (located near the 
nurses’ station with lock key 
entry).

The new infusion room al-
lows AMH to grow its services 
for infusions of antibiotics, 
chemotherapy and/or other 
specialty infusions or injec-
tions (hormones, vitamins, 
etc.), said Brugger. Each of 

the four infusion units offers 
a heated recliner, documen-
tation station for nursing, 
privacy and relaxation (with 
own TV). Plus, a station with 
coffee and water will be on-
site. AMH’s new infusion room 
conveniently offers services 
close-to-home (saving travel 
time and expenses). 

Overall, the newly remod-
eled areas are aesthetically 
pleasing and spacious to both 
our patients and staff, added 
Brugger. In addition, the lay-
out greatly enhances the flow 
and efficacy of patient services 
delivered. Our new nursing 
floor will also help retain and 
attract the professionals re-
quired to maintain the contin-
uum of health care excellence 
found at AMH. 

on The Elgin Review’s Face-
book Page.

Officially, Weather Observer 
Leonard Orlowski reported 
2.35 inches of rain. However, 
a number of Elgin residents 
reported receiving higher 
amounts in their rain gauges.

The highest amount of 
rain reported was at the Tom 
Hoefer farm just south of 
Elgin. 

There, Bonnie Hoefer said 
they received five inches.

Others reporting moisture 
were:

Pat Hupp, 2.10 inches east of 
Oakdale

Robin Eckert, 1.62 inches in 
Oakdale and 2.25 inches south 
of Oakdale as of 10:30 Saturday 
morning

Wanda Worlein, 3.64 inches 
south edge of Elgin

Cassandra Schrad, 2.5 
inches at their home in Elgin

Beverly Becker, 4 inches 
seven miles west of Elgin

Joyce Reestman, 2.8 inches 
at their home in Elgin

Mary Klein, 3 inches six 
miles north of Elgin

Lois Schrunk, 1.5 inches at 
their home west of Elgin

Sherri Iburg, 4.2 inches west 
of Elgin

Jake Schwarting, 2.8 inches 
at his home

Deb Tharnish, 2.8 inches at 
their home in Elgin

Steve Kerkman, 4.8 inches at 
his home west of Elgin

Dave Arends, 1.5 inches in 
Petersburg

From Page One
Rain

From Page Four
Ricketts
flag tributes. Avenue of Flags is one such organization in Kear-
ney. Started by Dorothy McCammon in 1984, Avenue of Flags 
has grown from a VFW Auxiliary project with 44 flags to an 
annual tradition including 480 veteran casket flags and 1,800 
small grave flags in the Memorial Day parade of flags this year. 
Recently, my team presented a Capitol-flown flag to Avenue 
of Flags in recognition of their important work honoring the 
women and men who have kept us free.I encourage Nebraskans 
to consider this meaningful gesture as a way to recognize the 

remarkable achievements and contributions of individuals and 
organizations within our communities. Flag requests can be 
made by contacting my office at 202-224-4224 or on my website at  
www.ricketts.senate.gov/services/ .

This Independence Day, let us recommit ourselves to the ideas 
embodied by the American flag, remembering that it reflects 
the values and principles that make America so exceptional. Let 
us strive to be worthy of the sacrifices made by those who came 
before us to make our union more perfect. Working together, we 
can meet the challenges we face and ensure a brighter future.

A fantastic Independence Day celebration was held last week at Park Congregational UCC Church. 
Held June 28, they had an awesome turn out for the event. A potluck supper was held, followed by 
softball, kids games including a water balloon toss and concluding with fireworks. Photo submitted

A fitting celebration


