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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 97 degrees recorded 
on June 20. The low was 49 
degrees on June 26. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
June 20 97 63   
June 21 81 52  
June 22 88 52  
June 23 89 67  
June 24 89 63    
June 25 79 50    
June 26 79 49  
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for June ................. .. 1.29
Total for 2022 ................... ..7.13

In Brief

Weather

The

Park Church
‘4th’ celebration to
be held Thursday 

Linda
Kerkman

The Park Center annual 4th 
of  July celebration will be 
held this Thursday evening, 
June 30. 

Gwen Kinney said every-
one is welcome to attend and 
celebrate Independence Day! 
A potluck meal will be served 
at 7 p.m. The meal will be fol-
lowed with fun and games for 
all ages on the playgrounds. 

Persons attending are 
encouraged to bring blan-
kets and chairs to relax on 
throughout the evening’s 
activities. 

To end the celebration, 
there will be a fireworks 
display.

The church is located 10 
miles west and one-quarter 
mile south of  Elgin.
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners.

Notice of  Meetings — 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice — Matter of  Guard-
ianship

Notice of  General Election 
— Antelope County

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District #45, 
Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State 
of  Nebraska, the City of  Elgin 
and Elgin School District #18.

Events of  this weekend 
open to the public are:

• Sunday, July 3 — The 
community of  Orchard will 
be featured at the annual 
‘Evening at the Museum’ 
sponsored at the Antelope 
County Museum in Neligh.

• Monday, July 4 — Old 
Mill Days in Neligh wraps up 
with a parade (at noon) and 
fireworks at dusk.

See ya there!

Things To Do

Due to the Fourth of  July 
holiday falling on Monday, 
the Elgin City Council have 
rescheduled their regular 
monthly meeting.

The council will meet in 
regular session on Wednesday, 
July 6, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting, to be held at 
City Hall, is open to the public.

City Council
reschedules July
regular meeting

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Taking a break from help-
ing her own grandchildren 
prepare for the upcoming fair, 
President of  the Antelope 
County Youth Enrichment 
Center, Rhonda Meyer, shared 
details of  the progress that has 

Antelope County is just 
weeks away from one of  
the biggest country music 
concerts to ever be held at 
the fair.

Phil Vassar will be the 
featured performer at the 
Antelope County Fair. He 
will take the stage Friday 
night, August 5.

Tickets are now on sale at 
various businesses through-
out the county. Locally, con-
cert tickets can be purchased 
at Dean’s Market. Tickets can 
also be purchased online at 
https://antelopecofair.com/
buy-tickets/.

Country music hit maker 
Phil Vassar is a piano-pound-
ing powerhouse on stage who 
taps into his audiences via 
social media for song re-
quests throughout his more 
than 135 shows a year. Phil’s 
reign of  signature songs 
include 10 No. 1 singles and 

26 Top 40 hits, including 
Carlene, Just Another Day in 
Paradise, Six-Pack Summer, 
When I Love You; and many 
more. 

Vassar continues to churn 
out incisive, soulful lyrics 
and infectious melodies that 
capture the heart and soul 
in the unique and special 
way that only he can.

Vassar concert tickets now
on sale at Dean’s Market

been made towards the new 
Center.

Rhonda began by explain-
ing the purpose of  the project. 
“The building will be used to 
house the poultry and rabbits 
during the fair but will also be 
able to be used for our shoot-
ing sports. Participants can 

practice all year long. 4-H clubs 
will be able to use it for meet-
ings, and FFA clubs will also be 
able to use it for meetings. 

“The building will have an 
office, bathrooms, and air 
conditioning. We thought we 
needed to make it a little more 
multi-purpose than a $400,000 
building that would be used for 
a week once a year.” 

She continued, “Right now, a 
lot of  4-H leaders have to have 
meetings in their homes or the 
park or different places that 
are not ideal when you have a 
big 4-H club.”

This year’s enrollment in the 
Antelope County 4-H program 
is around 378 kids. 

Giving a more specific 
breakdown and highlighting 
the need for the new construc-
tion, Rhonda stated, “There are 
approximately 75 poultry ex-
hibitors this year and approxi-
mately 32 rabbit exhibitors. 
Our poultry and rabbit exhibi-
tor numbers have increased 
tremendously in the last three 
years. Last year, if  you were 
down at the fairgrounds, you 
may have seen there was not 
enough room in the poultry 
and rabbit buildings, so we 
had to put the poultry cages by 
the hogs. I guess you could say 
we had a little bacon and eggs 
going on at the fair, and by the 
look of  this year’s preliminary 
numbers, it is going to be even 
more so. We don’t know yet 
what we are going to do this 
year.”

Fair books can be picked up at 
the Antelope County Extension 
office in Neligh.

Unfortunately, a large num-
ber of  funds are needed before 
such problems can be remedied 
by the addition of  a new build-
ing. 

She explained, “We are try-
ing to have the funds raised in 
the next three to four years, so 
that we can start the building 
process in the next four to five. 
The 4-H Youth Enrichment 
Center Capital Campaign is 
working to raise $400,000, but 
the complete cost will be more 
than that. The Ag Society plans 
to help with the additional 
funds. We have raised nearly 
$100,000 in donations alone, 
and once we reach $100,000, 
there will be a lot of  grant op-
portunities open to us. Anne 
Meis, bless her heart, is al-
ready busy writing grants for 
us.”

 As a way of  promoting their 
future hopes and dreams with 
fairgoers, a 3-D drawing pro-
vided by the architect will be 
on display during the Antelope 
County Fair to show what the 
potential building will look 
like. Rhonda detailed, “We will 
have flyers and people talking 
to people, informing them of  
what we are trying to do, and 
hopefully, we can raise some 
funds. There will be an area to 
make donations on location.”

However, for those unable 
or not planning to attend the 
fair but would like to make 
a donation, there are several 
other ways to do so. Rhonda 
explained, “You can make a 

donation through our website, 
or at the Antelope County Ex-
tension Office, or through the 
Nebraska Community Founda-
tion as well.”

Before concluding, Rhonda 
made sure to offer credit to the 
many hardworking commit-
tee members involved in this 
project. “Alongside me, as the 
president, is Vice President 
Anne Meis. 

Other members include 
Tessa Hain, Paige Redding, 
and Kurt and Brandy Qual-
set. We also have Kurt Rakow 
and Greg Mullins from the 
Ag Society. These are the core 
members. 

Donations near $100,000 for new 4-H Enrichment Center

Every year in this country and around the 
world, young people lose their lives by drown-
ing.

The sad thing is that, in many cases, they 
should not have as swimming pools offer swim-
ming lessons.

The Bargain Box is doing something unprece-
dented in this community - they are going to pay 
for Red Cross swimming lessons to be offered at 
the Elgin Swimming Pool next month.

“That’s the first time ever,” Pool Co-Manager 
Sue Vanis said about a business paying for 
swimming lessons for everyone. “What a fabu-
lous opportunity for everyone who wants to 
learn how to swim.”

Linda Kerkman said Tuesday morning the 
Bargain Box saw this as an opportunity to help 

‘Box’ to pay for RC swimming lessons
To be offered July 5-16 at Elgin Swimming Pool July 5-16

Fireworks are sure to fill the nighttime skies 
this weekend as the children of  friends and 
neighbors celebrate the Fourth of  July. 

This year’s national holiday to freedom 
will be on Monday, July 4. The Fourth of  July 
weekend is finally here and many people are 
excited. 

Many will find their way to Calamus Lake, 
others will find their way to a river to cel-
ebrate with water sports and the shooting of  
fireworks.

For those who stay close to home, particu-
larly here in Elgin, there are some rules and 
precautions that need to be followed. 

In accordance with state and city laws in El-
gin, only fireworks that have been approved by 
the Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s Office may 
be discharged inside the Elgin city limits. 

Shooting fireworks is permitted from now 
to July 3rd from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. On July 4, 
shooting of  fireworks is extended from 8 a.m. 
to midnight. 

Shooting fireworks outside of  these times 
without prior approval from City Hall will 
constitute a misdemeanor and is punishable 
by a $300 fine for a first offense, $400 fine for 
second offense, and a $500 fine for a third of  
subsequent offense.
Area activities

While there is no community fireworks 
show here in Elgin, many will be lighting their 
own fireworks to celebrate Independence Day. 
And, there are many firework shows in sur-

rounding communities for the public to enjoy.
The Neligh Young Men’s Club is celebrating 

the 4th of  July as part of  Old Mill Days. Their 
fireworks display, sure to light up the night-
time sky, will start at dusk. 

2022 BoomFest in Norfolk on July 1-2 will 
kick off  Friday night with a Wing Fest com-
petition coordinated by the Stanton Ribfest 
organizers. Norfolk Area Rod and Custom is 
also sponsoring a Car Show N Shine.

Saturday, BoomFest will once again include 
an inflatable midway, military static displays, 
food vendors, music and the largest, most 
spectacular fireworks display in Northeast 
Nebraska to end the night. 

The display is scheduled to begin around 
9:45 p.m.
Care for pets

As much as people like fireworks, it’s an-
other story for pets.

Protect your pets from loud fireworks. One 
safe and simple solution to the signs of  noise 
aversion such as pacing, licking lips, or shak-
ing. SILEO is an oromucosal gel that is to be 
applied between the gums and cheek of  your 
pet at the right dosage that helps calm dog’s 
fear and anxiety as fireworks go off. It should 
be applied 30-60 minutes prior to the expected 
anxiety and can be given again as often as two 
hours up to 5 times a night.

Another option is to keep pets inside and 
play music to calm their nerves when fire-
works are being ignited. 

children and families stay safe.
Red Cross swimming lessons will be offered 

to pre-school age children and 
up. Vanis encouraged parents of  
pre-schoolers to get their child 
registered as soon as possible. 
Pre-schoolers receive one-on-one 
instruction.

All other age groups, can 
register between now and up to 
July 5 when lessons begin.

Lessons will be offered 
through Saturday, July 16 be-
tween the hours of  5 p.m. and 
7 p.m. To sign up for the free 
swimming lessons, call the pool 
at (402) 843-5900.

Fireworks, activities and pets all
part of Fourth of July weekend
Fireworks at dusk to cap off Old Mill Days celebration

Leo Spieker makes the perfect swing of a bat on the ball for a hit 
during a game played Wednesday night. He and his teammates ral-
lied for a victory. See team photos on Page Six. E-R photo/DMorgan

Bat on the ball



2  Wednesday, June 29, 2022 
 The Elgin ReviewMore Front Page News

Bartlett News

College News

More than 6,200 University 
of  Nebraska–Lincoln students 
have been named to the Deans’ 
List for the spring semester of  
the 2021-22 academic year.

Qualification for the Deans’ 
List varies among the eight 
undergraduate colleges and 
the Explore Center. Listed 
below are the minimum 
requirements for each entity 
and the name of  its respective 
dean or director. All qualifying 
grade-point averages are based 
on a four-point scale and a 
minimum number of  graded 
semester hours. Students can 
be on the Deans’ List for more 
than one college.
Elgin

Hunter Reestman, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Business, accounting.

Skylar R. Reestman, 
sophomore, Dean’s List, 
College of  Journalism and 
Mass Communications, 
advertising and 
public relations.

Grace Anne Rittscher, 
senior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Education and Human 
Sciences, elementary education 
and special education (K-6).

Allyson Wemhoff, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Education and Human 
Sciences, elementary education 
and special education (K-6).
Petersburg

Harlie Bode, freshman, 
Dean’s List, Explore 
Center, pre-health.

Kyle Schumacher, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, agronomy.

Lauren Elizabeth Seier, 
senior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources, 
animal science and pre-
veterinary medicine.

Seth Wright, 
freshman, Dean’s List, 
College of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural 
Resources, agribusiness.
Neligh

Allie Rebecka Dahl, fresh-
man, Dean’s List, College of  
Architecture, interior design

Calli Krebs, senior, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, nutrition and 
health sciences.

Claire Whitesel, sophomore, 
Dean’s List, Explore 
Center, pre-health. 
Albion

Bailey Lynn Choat, 
sophomore, Dean’s List, 
College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, nutrition and 
health sciences.

Ethan Thomas Dozler, 
senior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, agronomy

Kaitlyn Dozler, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, fisheries 
and wildlife.

Dylan Gentrup, 
senior, Dean’s List, 
College of  Education 
and Human Sciences, 
elementary education.

Katie Goodwater, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Business, management. 
Carsen J. Grape, senior, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education 
and Human Sciences, 
elementary education.

Kelly Kleffner, junior, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, elementary 
education and coaching.

Ryan Kramer, sophomore, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Education and Human 
Sciences, secondary education 
and work-based learning (9-12).

Jenna Kramer , senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  
Education and Human 
Sciences, special education (7-
12). 
Clearwater

Kierra Lynne Bearinger, 
junior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Education and Human 
Sciences, elementary education 
and early childhood education.

Lauren Behnk, junior, 
Dean’s List, College of  Arts 
and Sciences, psychology 
and Spanish.

Alyssa Marie Moser, 
sophomore, Dean’s List, 
College of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural 
Resources, agribusiness.

Andrew Leroy Steskal, 
senior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Education and Human 
Sciences, mathematics.

Julia Isabel Thiele, 
senior, Dean’s List, College 
of  Arts and Sciences, 
biological sciences. 
 

Area students 
among 6,200 
named to UNL 
Dean’s List

By Sherry Tetschner
Confirmation services were 

held Sunday, June 26 at regular 
Sunday services in Ericson and 
Bartlett Methodist Churches.  

Ericson Methodist confir-

Bartlett and Ericson Methodist youth confirmation class (back row, l-r): Pastor Duane Waddle, Ben Wil-
son and Parker Freouf.  Front row: Reese Smith, Paige Schlenger, Hadley Pokorny, Haley Borwege, 
Hayes Pokorny and Justin Guggenmos. Photo submitted 

College News

mands were: Ben Wilson, 
Haley Borwege, Paige Schleng-
er and Parker Freouf.  

Bartlett Methodist confir-
mands were: Hadley and Hayes 
Pokorny, Reese Smith and 
Justin Guggenmos.  

The confirmands  read scrip-
ture and helped distribute the 

bread and grape juice for com-
munion, as well as participat-
ing in receiving the bread and 
wine ( grape juice).

Confirmation classes were 
lead by Pastor Waddle with 
Cara Snider mentoring the 
students.  
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It Pays To Advertise!

Community News

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Sixty Years Ago
June 28, 1962

The two top hitters of  the 
Elgin Little League that were 
selected for this week’s “Star 
of  the Week” honor. Dale Iburg 
and Bob Vanourney were 
both hitting the ball at an .833 
clip and are also playing fine 
defensive ball. Dale and Bob 
were both members of  the 
Fireball team. 

Contois Motor Company of  
Elgin was named the winner 
of  a Ford Gold Car Leadership 
Award, it was announced 
by G. C. Curran, Omaha 
District sales manager for 
Ford Division of  Ford Motor 
Company. This was the first 
year of  the presentation of  
the award, which consisted 
of  a gold-plated Ford car 
on a framed black velvet 
background. It is given in 
recognition of  the recipient’s 
having outsold all other 
automotive makes in his 
trading area during 1961.      

Fifty Years Ago
June 29, 1972 

An article by Mrs. Warren 
Siems is featured in the July 
issue of  Farm Wife News, a 
national publication for rural 
women. Her article, “We 
Wowed “Em on Wall Street,” 
tells how a group of  40 farm 
women from five midwestern 
states staged a giant “beef  
fondue party” in front of  the 

Looking Back
Stock Exchange building on 
Wall Street in New York City. 
The women’s objective was 
to show New Yorkers how 
unnecessary it is to import 
beef  when much higher 
quality beef  is raised in this 
country.

A rain storm boosted the 
month’s total precipitation 
to 3.45 inches. The rain 
was welcome although the 
moisture did cause some delay 
in the cultivation. 

William Bennett, son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Bennett, 
brought home a third place 
trophy in the annual district 
Soap Box Derby held in 
Norfolk on Sunday. He lost 
in the 59th race as he was 
viewing for a position in the 
championship race against 
Terry Lessmann of  Wayne.

Thirty Years Ago
July 6, 1992

A new scale was installed 
under the sale ring at the Elgin 
Livestock Market. The scale 
will allow full rings of  cattle to 
be weighed during the sale. 

A severe thunderstorm, 
containing hail and strong 
winds, caused nearly $1.4 
million in crop damage to 
Antelope County farms in 
the early morning hours of  
July 5. About 15,000 to 16,000 
acres in the county were 
damaged, according to Ken 
Galyen, Antelope County 

executive director of  the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservations Service. Most 
of  the damage occurred in a 
strip about 12 miles long and 
two miles wide, running from 
about four miles north and five 
miles west of  Elgin, to a point 
about two miles south and six 
miles east of  Elgin.    

Twenty Years Ago
July 3, 2002

Megan Bode of  Elgin was 
named 2002 Clearwater Rodeo 
queen on Friday, June 28. Miss 
Bode is the daughter of  Eileen 
Bode and Stan Bode of  Elgin. 
She was one of  nine queen 
candidates vying for the honor 
at Clearwater’s 35th annual Big 
Rodeo

Tyler Bode of  Elgin 
competed in bull riding at the 
High School State Finals Rodeo 
held in Valentine. Bode placed 
third in Sunday’s bull riding 
competition and finished fifth 
overall in the state for his 
event, making him an alternate 
to compete in the National 
Finals High School Rodeo this 
year. 

By Jessie Reestman

Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, July 4: Closed 
for Independence Day.

Tuesday, July 5: Indian 
taco (hamburger, refried 
beans, lettuce, tomato, 
onion), pears, bread/butter, 
milk.

Wednesday, July 6: Beef  
stroganoff, broccoli salad, 
plums, bread/butter, milk.

Thursday, July 7: 
Chicken & rice casserole, 
green beans, peaches, 
bread/butter, milk.

Friday, July 8: Fish 
sandwich, French fries, 
cream peas, pineapple, 
bread/butter, milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday.

Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal 
for that day.

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Community 
Center Menus

Dining out
It’s summer, which means 

many of  us are traveling or on 
the go. This may also mean that 
eating at home isn’t always an 
option. While dining out can 
lead us to make some not-so-
great choices, we also have the 
opportunity to make the most 
of  the meal we choose at a res-
taurant! So whether or not you 
are on the go or simply going 
out for a dinner date night, use 
these tips to stay on track!

1. Skip the Appetizers
Most appetizers aren’t worth 

your time, as most have some 
sort of  sauce or are fried/
breaded. Skipping the appetiz-
ers also allows you to enjoy 
your meal as well. 

2. Look Over the Whole 
Menu First

Looking over the entire menu 
allows you to see what the res-
taurant has in its kitchen. For 
example, do you see avocado as 
part of  one of  the salads? You 
could ask for that on the side of  
your meal.

3. Find the Vegetable Op-
tions

Next, figure out how you can 
get a vegetable on your plate. 
Most restaurants will have a 
vegetable side choice, usually 

broccoli 
or green 
beans. 
Avoid 
those that 
mention 
any sort 
of  sauce 
or glaze 
on top of  
the veg-
etables as 
well.

If  there 
is no 
vegetable 
side dish 
other 
than a 
baked 
potato, 
consider 
having 

a plain salad (no dressing or 
croutons) and asking for a slice 
of  lemon to use as the dressing 
(never trust restaurant salad 
dressings). Plus, then you can 
cut up your protein of  choice 
and use it on top of  the salad so 
no extra dressing is needed. 

You can also use vegetables 
as subs for other sides that 
are included in a meal. For 
instance, if  a steak comes 
with rice and your choice of  
one side, make that one side a 
vegetable and ask for the rice 
to be replaced with that same 
vegetable (basically a double 
order of  the vegetable). I’ve 
never been charged more for 
that simple swap! It works well 
with bread or any other type of  
grain based side.

4. Figure out the Safest/
Cleanest Protein Source

The protein is the most 
important aspect of  the meal, 
so finding a clean source of  
protein is critical. Chicken, 
beef, fish – these are all great 
options. Even a burger without 
a bun is a great option, espe-
cially if  you order a plain salad 
to go alongside. Be wary of  
the specialty burgers though – 
any type of  turkey, salmon, or 
veggie burger is likely going to 
have a huge list of  other ingre-
dients as compared to a plain 
ole hamburger.  With protein, 
we also want to avoid anything 
that is breaded or fried or cov-
ered in some sort of  sauce or 
glaze. These are code words for 
gluten and sugar!

5. Watch for Hidden Buzz 
Words

And speaking of  code words 
– be wary of  words like lightly 
breaded, glazed, fried, battered 
and/or brushed with butter 
(most restaurants don’t use 
real butter, so unless you want 
a ton of  margarine on your 
food, skip this).

All of  these and more can 
often mean the food you are 
choosing has extra sugar, glu-
ten, or vegetable oils used that 
probably aren’t needed. Look 
for words like steamed, sautéed 
(although they still probably 
will use vegetable oils), baked, 
and grilled.

6. Skip the Salad (most of  
the time)

I know so many people who 
think going out to eat and or-
dering a salad is the healthiest 
choice, and I’m sorry to break 
it to you, but that is normally 
NOT the case. Most restaurant 
salads are loaded with croutons 
(gluten), sugar glazed dried 
fruit or nuts, and of  course the 
terrible dressing. And no, the 
“lite” salad dressing option is 
NOT better – it’s usually worse! 
These dressings are loaded 
with poor quality oils, sugar, 
and/or artificial sweeteners. 
It’s best to stay away entirely 
or just dip your fork lightly 
into the dressing. Or, you can 

See DINING, Page Five

As another year of  the annual Vetch Days Celebration 
came to a close, I thought about all those special people, past 
and present, who have worked so hard to keep our commu-
nity traditions alive and the special memories they helped 
create along the way.

Whether it be the kids’ races in the park, the pool party, 
the parade, putt-putt golf,  dodge ball tournament, food at 
the community center, corn hole tournament, or a game of  
“Friendly Feud,” residents in Elgin definitely had a plethora 
of  activities to attend and partake, before hitting the carni-
val. 

Creating and hosting these activities take time and plan-
ning. Once again, the community of   Elgin was blessed with 
volunteers willing to take time away from their own busy 
lives to ensure the success of  another celebration. Not to 
mention the special memories they helped create that will 
last for many years to come. 

At the age of  53, I still fondly recall my own childhood ex-
periences of  the annual event. I compare my feelings about 
the arrival of  the carnival to the news of  a school snow day; 
no matter how old I get, I still get a little excited when it oc-
curs. 

I will never forget how each year, as soon as the carnival 
would first pull into town, I would have to quickly ride my 
bike downtown to scope out 
each ride they had brought, 
so I could make a  plan for 
which one I wanted to ride 
first.  

Another great memory 
I hold of  Vetch Days is the 
many years of  participat-
ing in the kiddie parade 
wearing proudly costumes 
designed by my mom.   My 
favorite entry was the year 
she dressed me and two of  my friends, Regina Totten and 
Amy Richart, as Can-Can girls. Using old round table cloths 
and lining them with layers and layers of  white crepe paper 
to create the ruffles of  the skirt, we definitely looked the 
part. Taking it one step further and using her skills as a for-
mer beautician, she completed our look by styling our hair 
in a large updo. 

Each of  us carried a big paper fan that read, “Kick up 
your heels at Vetch Days” Feeling like miniature Rockettes, 
we kicked our way simultaneously through the parade and 
quickly moved on to the next event, a greased pig contest. 

With little time to spare between events, my friends and I 
arrived a  little overdressed for the occasion. Regardless, we 
climbed in the pen to catch a greased pig while still fashion-
ing high updos and heavy make-up, including a beauty mark 
positioned on our cheeks, just above our bright red lips. I 
am sure it was quite a sight to see, but it is just one of  the 
special memories I carry about the celebration.

I remember the importance of  finding just the right outfit 
to walk down the midway. I remember my best friend Trish 
Mundorf  and I trying to set a record for the number of  times 
in a row we could ride the octopus. I remember sneaking in 
the back door of  a very packed bar to beg my parents for a 
little more time and a little more spending money. I remem-
ber laughing, smiling, and running like a chicken with our 
heads cut off  to attend each and every event.

Vetch Days was and is a special time. Although some of  
the events and activities have changed over the years, mem-
ories will continue to be made thanks to some very special 
volunteers and their commitment to this community.  

Vetch Days rekindles memories

The U.S. Postal Service has announced price changes which 
will go into effect on July 10, 2022. They are:

• Stamp/letter 60 cents, additional oz. 24 cents
• Roll of  100 stamps $60; Book of  20 stamps $12; and Book of  

10 stamps $6
• Postcard stamp 44 cents

Postal service announces hike
in stamps to go into effect July 10
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

of  where they live. 
The five percent requirement has faced legal 

challenges before, including a federal judge’s 2014 
ruling that declared it unconstitutional. An ap-
peals court later overturned the decision on a 
technical, procedural matter but didn’t rule on 
the merits of  the case. The ACLU said courts have 
struck down similar requirements in Idaho, Utah 
and Wyoming.

Nebraska Solicitor General James Campbell, 
writing to the court in support of  the motion to 
stay the preliminary injunction, said without the 
multicounty rules, as many as 16 total initiatives 
or referendum measures could be put before vot-
ers in November. If  those petitions qualify for the 
November ballot and the preliminary injunction is 
later overturned, those measures could be invali-
dated. That, he reasoned, could hurt the petition 
process, and undermine voter trust in the process.

Bill Hawkins of  the Nebraska Hemp Company 
said in the spirit of  supporting geographic distri-
bution, he won’t be pushing a proposal to legalize 
all marijuana use in the state. 

“I believe central and western Nebraska count 
as much or more than urban Lincoln and Omaha,” 

A federal judge’s ruling to temporarily bar the 
state from enforcing a requirement on petition 
circulators will likely open the door for several 
groups to get their measures before voters in No-
vember.

Nebraska U.S. District Judge John Gerrard is-
sued the order that petition circulators no longer 
must gather signatures from at least five percent 
of  voters in 38 or more counties. It came in a chal-
lenge to the requirement filed by Nebraskans for 
Medical Marijuana and the American Civil Liber-

ties Union of  Nebraska. 
Medical marijuana sup-

porters have until July 7 to 
submit at least 87,000 valid 
signatures on each of  two 
petitions to Nebraska’s 
secretary of  state. The 
campaign began with strong 
prospects but has struggled 
a bit since one of  its biggest 
donors died, forcing orga-
nizers to rely primarily on 
volunteers.

In what looks like a clas-
sic urban-rural split, the 
marijuana folks argued that 
the signature of  one voter 
in sparsely populated Ar-
thur County is equal to 1,216 
voters in Douglas County, 
which includes Omaha. 
The five percent rule was 
enshrined in the Nebraska 

Constitution years ago to guarantee at least some 
buy-in from rural voters before an issue can ap-
pear on a statewide ballot.

“The state of  Nebraska is absolutely free to 
require a showing of  statewide support for a ballot 
initiative — but it may not do so based on units 
of  dramatically differing population, resulting in 
discrimination among voters,” Gerrard wrote in 
his ruling, which will remain in effect until a final 
decision is made.

Nebraska’s Attorney General appealed the deci-
sion the next day on behalf  of  Secretary of  State 
Bob Evnen. Gerrard said the state failed to meet 
the standard to grant a stay on the matter and let 
his earlier ruling stand. We haven’t seen the last of  
this issue, but obviously won’t see another chal-
lenge anytime soon.

In case you haven’t been paying attention, 
Nebraska’s population is heavily concentrated in 
its largest and medium-sized cities. The smallest 
of  its 93 counties are among the least populated 
nationally, with several having fewer than 500 
residents.

Nebraska state Sen. Anna Wishart, a leader of  
the medical campaign, said she and others still 
intend to gather signatures in all 93 counties, but 
that striking the constitutional restriction is a 
“big win” for Nebraskans who want legal access 
to the drug for medicinal use. ACLU attorney Jane 
Seu said the ruling would help protect direct de-
mocracy in Nebraska for all residents, regardless 

See HOMETOWN, Page Five

Americans are experiencing pain at the pump 
and sticker shock at the store.  Prices continue to 
soar.  This out-of-control inflation is corrosive to 
the financial health of  America’s families. 

The failed policies of  the Biden-Harris Admin-
istration are directly responsible for this runaway 
inflation.  It’s time the President takes action to 
bring it under control.

Here in Nebraska, we’ve shown how to achieve 
sustained growth—even in the face of  floods, fires, 
and a global pandemic.  We’re the least indebted 
state in America.  Politico ranked Nebraska as hav-
ing the nation’s best pandemic response.  We have 
the lowest unemployment rate of  any state in U.S. 
history.  We have the highest workforce participa-
tion in the country.  And our growth is generating 
record State revenues that allowed us to deliver 
historic tax relief  to Nebraskans this legislative 
session.   President Biden would be wise to consid-
er doing things the Nebraska way.

First, control spending
Families with healthy finances live within their 

means.  Governments should do the same. 
In Nebraska, we’ve successfully controlled spend-

ing.  Over the past eight years, we’ve kept average 
annual budget growth in Nebraska to 2.8%.  That’s 
well below the State’s annual revenue growth rate, 
which has averaged about 4.2% during that time. 

By contrast, the Biden Administration has spent 
big without regard for the consequences.  Less than 
two months after taking office, President Biden 
pushed through a partisan stimulus package with a 
price tag of  $1.9 trillion.  Not a single Republican in 
Congress voted for it.  That massive spending bill 
lit the fuse on American inflation. 

Since taking office, President Biden has grown 
our nation’s long-term budget deficit by $2.4 tril-
lion.  Inflation is at its highest point in more than 
40 years, with consumer prices up 8.6% over the 
past 12 months.  That’s despite the defeat of  a $3.5 
trillion spending bill President Biden tried to pass 
last year.  Imagine how much worse things would 
be if  the President had gotten his way!

Second, cut regulations
In Nebraska, we trust citizens and local commu-

nities to make decisions instead of  mandating what 
they must do.  For example, we avoided using the 
heavy hand of  government to impose lockdowns, 
statewide mask mandates, or vaccine passports 
during the coronavirus pandemic.  This proved to 
be a successful approach.  

Unlike what we’ve done, the Biden Administra-
tion has sought to impose its will from the top 
down.  The President unlawfully tried to bully pri-
vate employers to mandate COVID vaccines.  And 
his team of  bureaucrats is challenging the federal 
court ruling that struck down mask mandates on 
airplanes in an effort to restore their authority to 
mandate them.  The overreach goes beyond COVID 
response.  The Biden-Harris Administration has 
taken 35% more regulatory actions than the Trump 
Administration did over the same timeframe. 

This excessive regulation breeds resentment 
and stifles growth.  The yearly cost of  complying 
with federal regulations is estimated at $2 tril-
lion.  That’s about the same amount of  money as 
the federal government takes in each year from 
individual and corporate taxes combined!  Accord-
ing to Geopolitical Intelligence Services AG, “the 
paperwork burden of  federal red tape alone exceeds 
10.6 billion hours annually, at an estimated cost of  
$145.2 billion.” 

Third, support U.S. energy production
Gasoline has climbed above $5/gallon, and diesel 

is nearing $6/gallon.  President Biden has tried to 
blame these historically high prices on the Russian 
invasion of  Ukraine that started in February 2022.  
The truth is that President Biden’s war on Ameri-
can energy had already caused gas prices to surge 
in 2021. The President has put a radical environ-
mentalist agenda before the needs of  the American 
people.  And he’s no longer hiding it.  When asked 
about high gas prices earlier this year, he had this 
to say: “[When] it comes to gas prices, we’re going 
through an incredible transition… we’ll be stronger 
and the world will be stronger and less reliant on 
fossil fuels when this is over.”  It’s reminiscent of  
the out-of-touch Green New Deal progressives tried 
to push through Congress not so long ago.

His first day in office, President Biden cancelled 

Keystone XL.  His first month in office, President 
Biden tried to suspend all oil and gas leases on 
federal lands as part of  his radical climate policy.  
After nearly 1½ years in office, the Biden Adminis-
tration has failed to hold a successful public auc-
tion for oil and gas leases on public lands.  They’ve 
also restricted the development of  land for energy 
production. As early as August 2021, the Biden Ad-
ministration was pleading for OPEC and its allies—
including Russia—to increase production.  Instead 
of  begging authoritarian gov-
ernments to sell more oil, the 
President should prioritize 
biofuels produced right here 
in America’s Heartland. Etha-
nol saves drivers money at the 
pump.  Recently, wholesale 
ethanol has traded as much 
as $1.20/gallon cheaper than 
gasoline.  These savings can 
benefit motorists who fill up 
with higher ethanol blends. 

In Nebraska, we’re doing 
our part to grow U.S. biofu-
els production.  The State of  
Nebraska has shown that E30 
fuel can be used in regular 
vehicles without reducing 
performance or requiring 
extra maintenance.  And ear-
lier this year, we created tax 
incentives for fuel retailers to 
offer higher ethanol blends to 
customers. 

In addition to increasing ethanol production, the 
President should reinstate the Keystone XL pipe-
line, move forward with oil and gas leases on fed-
eral lands, and cut red tape hindering U.S. energy 
production.  Americans don’t want some Green 
New Deal; they want the President to get real about 
reducing inflation. In Nebraska, we’ve shown the 
way to achieve responsible growth.  We’re commit-
ted to fiscal responsibility, limited government, and 
American energy independence.  I encourage the 
President to follow our lead to get back on track.

Curbing America’s corrosive inflation

Federal judge’s ruling changes face of petition drive
Hawkins said. “We are a rural state. The people 
reserve the right to petition, not just the people of  
Douglas, Sarpy and Lancaster.”

The sponsor of  an initiative to repeal Nebraska’s 
motorcycle helmet laws said the campaign “wasn’t 
doing very well.” But Robert Rhodes of  Elkhorn 
said the drive is still alive and has been handed off  
to several motorcycle clubs to gather signatures.

Citizens for Voter ID, which is seeking to enact 
a constitutional amendment requiring voters to 
show a photographic identification before they 
cast their ballot, will continue as planned, said 
co-sponsor state Sen. Julie Slama of  Dunbar. She 
said the group is on track to exceed the threshold 
number of  counties.

The largely Republican supported measure needs 
124,000 valid signatures to succeed.

At last, it appears there will be some issues to 
make the November ballot interesting given the 
lack of  Democrat challengers and an expected 
shoe-in of  yet another Republican governor.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

By Jeff Yost 
President and CEO, 
Nebraska Community Foundation

Imagination, innovation and invita-
tion are three of  the most important 
words in community building. These 
words hold great power in shaping 
hometowns in Greater Nebraska, 
today and in the future.  

For 20 years I’ve had the pleasure 
of  working with community leaders 
throughout Holt County (population 
10,127) in northcentral Nebraska. 
Amazing people live and work in 
Atkinson, O’Neill, Stuart and many 
other small towns in Holt County. It’s 
always been a great place to be a kid. 
Today Holt County is also a wonder-
ful place to be a parent, a professional 
and a resident.

Located more than 100 miles from 
any Interstate highway, Holt County 
is one of  the places that 20th century 
conventional wisdom wrote off. Con-
ventional wisdom said that only a few 
people would continue to live in these 
rural and remote places to tend to the 
corn and the cows, but anyone with 
aspirations for a bright and successful 
future would flee as soon as possible.

The 21st century is not the 20th 
century. Today, with information 
technology and our ability to live and 
work wherever we choose, we all have 
different options. Today in Nebraska, 
our community economic develop-
ment question should not be focused 
on jobs, because many jobs are now 
mobile and readily available. The 
more important question to ask in 
the 21st century is: Why do I want to 
live, work and raise my family here? 
Why do I want to call this community 
home?

Community leaders throughout 
Holt County have spent the past two 
decades focusing on and enhanc-
ing the assets they already possess. 
Discovering them. Connecting them. 
Investing in themselves and their 
neighbors. This focus on abundance 
and local capacity is paying divi-
dends. Imagination, innovation and 
invitation are all playing a critical 
role. Here are a few highlights that 
illuminate this community building 
success story:

In the early 2010s community 
leaders in Stuart (population 574) 
decided they wanted another reason 
for residents and neighbors from 
miles around to come to town. So, 
they talked, dreamed, raised money, 
rehabilitated an existing downtown 
building and created a 67-seat 3-D 
movie theater. Between 2015 and 2019, 
40,000 people attended the movies in 
Stuart! The Murphy Theater is going 
strong today.

At Wildflour Grocer in O’Neill (pop-
ulation 3,519) you can find an impres-
sive selection of  organic food prod-
ucts produced locally and throughout 
Nebraska. One of  the seven founders, 
Christine Troshynski, who grew up 
south of  O’Neill, doesn’t just produce 
and sell local eggs, vegetables and 
honey at Wildflour. Her day job is as 
a computer programmer for Hudl, a 
Lincoln-based software development 
company. She does her programming 
work from her family farm (200 miles 
from Lincoln). Wildflour has a local 
farmers market, runs a weekly CSA 
subscription and has a kitchen for 
entrepreneurs to add-value to their 
locally grown products.

In Atkinson (population 1,213) a 
unique retail space has existed for 29 
years. Something Special by Marilyn 
is a one-of-a-kind shopping experience 
featuring Christmas decorations all 
year long with wonderful customer 
service and an incredible selection. 
Over the years I have picked up all 
sorts of  amazing Christmas deco-
rations that are part of  our family 
celebration every year. You’ll be hard 
pressed to find anything comparable 
in Nebraska.

Perhaps most remarkable is Handle-
bend in O’Neill. Started by two young 
men (Matt Dennis and Michael Stepp) 
with a passion for Moscow Mule 
cocktails when they were in college, 
they couldn’t find a quality copper 
mug to enjoy these drinks, so they de-
cided to make their own. Today a few 
thousand high-end customized copper 
mugs are being handcrafted in O’Neill 
every year and shipped throughout 
the U.S. and internationally. In 2020 
the Handlebend crew refurbished an 

Three I’s to build 
your hometown
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Obituary
Lee William Cameron, 74

A commercial pilot and crop duster, he was a longtime member of the Neligh Volunteer Fire Department.

From Page Three
Dining
eat the salad plain while using avocado, olives, salsa, and/or the 
meat from your entree to serve as a “dressing.”

7. Put It All Together!
Once you’ve looked over the menu, it’s time to put together a 

meal! And don’t be afraid to ask for substitutions. Most restau-
rants are accommodating IF you ask nicely! Here are some of  my 
favorite options:

Steak of  any kind + double vegetable
Steak of  any kind + vegetable + baked potato 
Hamburger (no bun) with lettuce and tomato and red onion + 

avocado + vegetable
Hamburger (no bun) with plain side salad + vegetable
Baked/grilled salmon + double vegetable
Of  course, eating out will never compare to what you can 

make at home yourself  with real, whole ingredients, but making 
simple swaps and reading the menu properly can definitely help 
you get started!

A Celebration of  Life Service 
for Lee William Cameron age 
74 of  Omaha, Arkansas will be 
held on Monday, July 11, 2022 
at 10:00 a.m. at The American 
Legion in Neligh, Nebraska. 

He passed away at his home 
in Omaha, Arkansas on May 
20, 2022. 

*****
Lee was born on December 

13, 1947 in Havre, Montana, 

the son of  Benton and Doris 
Kruntorad Cameron.  He 
retired after 44 years as a 
commercial pilot as a crop 
duster.  He was a lifetime 
member of  the NRA, and had 
worked for the Neligh Fire 
Department for 35 years before 
moving to Omaha, Arkansas in 
2012.  Lee was a board member 
of  the Omaha, Arkansas Fire 
Department.  

He enjoyed golfing, bowling, 
fishing and hunting and 
shooting guns.  Most of  all he 
loved spending time with his 
family. 

Lee is survived by his 
lifelong companion: Daphne 
of  the home.  Three sons: 
Sean Cameron and wife, Olga 
of  Fort Worth, Texas, Adam 
Cameron and wife, Jenny of  
Oakdale, Nebraska and Joshua 

Cameron and wife, Chelsey of  
San Antonio, Texas.  A step-
daughter, Tera Bartak and 
husband, Randy of  Madison, 
Nebraska.  Two sisters; Robin 
Bell of  Beatrice, Nebraska and 
Jan Henn of  Elgin, Nebraska.  
12 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and a son Matthew 
Cameron.

Mass of  Christian Burial for 
Rev. James F. McCluskey, (Fr 
Mac) Age 79, of  Wayne, will 
be held at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church Wayne on Wednesday 
10:30 a.m. June 29, 2022 (today).

Visitation will be at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church Wayne 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, June 28, 2022. A Vigil Ser-

vice will be held 
at 7:00 p.m.

Arrange-
ments are With 
Hasemann 
Funeral Home 
of  Wayne

Interment 
will be at Cal-
vary Cemetery 
at Newcastle.

He passed 
away Wednesday June 22 at 
Faith Regional Health Services 
in Norfolk.

Memorials may be directed 
to Fr. Mac’s family for later 
designation.

*****
James Francis McCluskey 

was born August 5, 1942, in 
Ponca to William P. and Lucille 
E. (Gath) McCluskey.  In 1960, 
he graduated from Newcastle 
High School.  

He attended St. John Vian-
ney Elkhorn, 1960 to 1962, 
Immaculate Conception 
Seminary in Conception, MO 
from 1962 to 1964, St. Thomas 
Theology School 1964 to 1968, 
and received his Masters 
Degree of  Guidance Counsel-
ing from Creighton University 
in Omaha in 1982.  On May 25, 
1968, Fr. James F. McCluskey 
was ordained a Priest of  the 
Archdiocese of  Omaha at St. 
Cecilia’s Cathedral. Over the 
next 60 years, Fr. Mac would 
serve many parishes in the 
Archdiocese including, As-
sociate Pastor, St. Mary’s West 
Point, 1968 to 1970, and then 
Associate Pastor, St. Patrick’s 
O’Neill, 1970 to 1977. As Pas-
tor he served, St. Bonaventure 
Raeville, 1977 to 1988, St. Mi-
chael’s South Sioux City, 1988 
to 1990, St. Stanislaus Duncan, 
1990 to 1998, St. Mary’s Wayne, 
1998 to 2003, St. Mary’s Laurel 
and St. Anne’s Dixon, 2003 to 
2013.  

After retiring to Wayne in 
2013, he continued to assist 
many fellow priests in area 
parishes.    He enjoyed Ne-
braska football, various sports, 
NASCAR, and playing golf.

Fr. Mac was a genuine 
teacher of  the Gospel, spiritual 
leader and minister of  the 
sacraments to many of  God’s 
people. His sense of  humor 
and kindness will always be 
remembered.

Fr. James F. McCluskey, the 
Archdiocese of  Omaha, the 
Parish of  St. Mary’s and the 
community of  Wayne bid you 
farewell…Welcome into your 
Father’s Kingdom. 

Fr. Mac is survived by his 
brothers, William “Bill” of  
Downey, CA Tom (Diane) of  
Newcastle, and Don (Helen) of  
Indianapolis, IN; nieces; neph-
ews; and many parish families.

Fr. Mac was preceded in 
death by his parents; sisters, 
Mary Margaret (Ralph) M. 
Noecker, Lou Anne (Jack) Guy, 
and Marilyn McCluskey; broth-
er, Robert T. “Bob” McCluskey; 
and sister-in-law, Charlene 

Fr. James F. McCluskey, 79
Father ‘Mac’ served as pastor of St. Bonaventure Catholic Church in Raeville for 11 years.
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Baseball,
hot dogs & pie

My father was a Chevrolet 
man. Every car, every pickup 
he ever drove was a Chevrolet.

So, 
from time 
to time, 
he would 
talk 
about his 
vehicles, 
claiming 
they were 
better 
than 
other 
brands. 

As a 
result, 
every 
time I 
would 
hear the 
word 
Chevrolet 
on TV 
it would 
immediately draw my 
attention.

They ran an ad campaign 
one year, when I still paid 
attention to stuff  like that, 
about “Baseball, Hot Dogs, 
Apple Pie and Chevrolet.” The 
message was that they all went 
together, as if  to say that if  you 
didn’t agree with these icons 
of  American life, you didn’t 
belong.

Today, in my opinion, 
Chevrolet isn’t what it once 
was. But the other icons 
(baseball, hot dogs, apple pie) 
still symbolize summer here 
and across the country.

See TALES, Page Seven

Members of the Elgin 12U softball team this season were (back row, l-r): Coach Dennis Murray, Chloe 
Kielty, Sara Hemenway, Kinley Miller, Sydney Niewohner, Kinley Drueke and Coach Jill McNally. Middle 
row: Anna Dworak, Lily Moser and Gentry Zwingman. Front row: Aubree Stahlecker, Harper Childers and 
Tenley Schindler. Photo and cutline submitted

Elgin’s summer ball teams enjoying successful seasons

Members of the Elgin 2 Junior PeeWee team this season are (front row l-r): Brayden Beckman, Died-
rick Klein, Bentley Kittelson, Simon Borer, Bentley Bellar Scott, Mikaiah Hoefer and Sinclair Mack. Back 
row l-r: Coach Adam Spieker, Reid Kielty, Carter Lemburg, James Moser, Jory Drueke, Myles Viek, Leo 
Spieker, Jacob Niewohner and Coach Brett Kielty. E-Rphoto/DMorgan

Members of the Elgin 1 Junior PeeWee team this season were (front row, l-r): Coach Adam Viek, 
Sheamus McClain, Charlie Miller, Harrison Lodge, Carter Selting, Liam Pelster and Coach Matt Pelster. 
Back row: Coach Steve Bottorf, Cecil Shavlik, James Lodge, Cael Bottorf, Braxtyn Eisenhauer, Garrett 
Busteed, Harman Borer, Sawyer Viek and Coach Steve Busteed. E-Rphoto/DMorgan

Elgin’s 8U girls softball team finished the 
season with a 10-3 record. Elgin entered the 
league tournament with a 9-1 record. Dur-
ing the regular season Elgin had wins over 
Creighton, Clearwater, Tilden, Battle Creek, 
Albion Teal, Plainview, Atkinson, CWC and 
O’Neill Storm. The only loss was the first 

Members of the Elgin 8U softball team were (back row, l-r): Coach Kelsey Selting, Molly Mlnarik, 
Aubrey Starman, Harper Evans, Brooke Borer, Kinley Selting, Elise Hoefer, Kate Barlow and Coach 
Lacey Vanis. Front row: Jozzy Mack, Ellie Vanis, Emery Borer, Brecken Childers, Hannah Hemenway 
and Coach Kim Fangman. Photo, story and cutline submitted

Elgin 8U team finishes season with 10-3 record
game to Albion Blue.

In tournament play Elgin beat Plainview, 
then lost to Neligh (tournament champions) 
and Battle Creek.

Elgin had a great season and showed much 
improvement throughout the season. 

Submitted by Kim Fangman
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Last week I spent an evening 
watching junior peewee 
baseball at the local ball 
park. It was a great chance to 
catch both of  Elgin’s teams 
playing and snap some photos 
including team shots which 
can be seen in today’s paper.

There they stood, whether 
it be in the batter’s box or 
in the outfield, playing the 
sport which has transcended 
generations. From Babe Ruth 
to Mickey Mantle, from Sandy 
Koufax to Clayton Kershaw. 
From a ‘Field of  Dreams’ in 
Iowa to Yankee Stadium, the 
game seems woven into the 
fabric of  who we are.

For these players, it’s likely 
they were wearing their first 
ball glove. I still have mine, The 
glove has watched me grow up. 
The glove was replaced years 
later with another glove which 
was worn for men’s slowpitch. 
Held together with a shoelace, 
it too sits on a shelf. If  only 
these gloves could talk they 
would tell an American tale.

Hot dogs have a special place 
in American lore. Created in 
the U.S., they are celebrated on 
the Fourth of  July in Atlantic 
City with an eating contest. 
You get so much time to eat 
as many as you can. People 
shoving dogs in their mouths 
is not a sight to behold, neither 
is the aftermath.

Speaking of  hot dogs, the 
Elgin Community Center 
served up some fine Fairbury 
brand ‘dogs’ during Vetch 
Days. Big tasty dogs, cooked 
just right (the casing turned 
black). 

Nothing better than a done 
hot dog cooked over an open 
fire. I prefer my hot dog with 
mustard and relish although 
sometimes sauerkraut hits the 
spot. 

Long gone are the days of  
soaking it with ketchup, what a 
mistake.

No summer picnic is 
complete without apple pie. I 
don’t know why apple pie is 
synonymous with all things 
American, but I don’t care. 
Why? Because it tastes good!

I like good things (people, 
places, food, hygiene, etc.) 
Apple pie ranks near the top 
of  good things. Add a scoop 
of  vanilla ice cream and it’s 
almost as good as ______ (fill in 
the blank).

Since we’re on the subject, 
here’s my ranking of  the top 10 
pies of  all time.

1. Apple
2. Cherry
3. Peach (Bernie!)
4. Raspberry (Grandma’s)
5. Key Lime
6. Apricot (A rare treat!)
7. Pecan
8. Lemon Meringue
9. Sour cream/Raisin
10. Coconut Creme 

(Brooklyn?)
As we head into the big 

summer holiday weekend, be 
safe. Find some time to play 
catch with the kids, have a 
good cookout and end the night 
with some homemade pie. 
Don’t forget the ice cream!

From Page Six
Tales

Baylee Busteed (l) and Keyera Eisenhauer represented EPS 
at Nebraska Leadership Camp this summer on June 9-12. NLS 
exists to challenge, empower, and inspire young Nebraskans to 
lead with their authentic self and build communities of purpose. 
Photo submitted

Busteed, Eisenhauer attend camp

Good time memories were shared when the Elgin High School Class of 1972 held their 50th reunion 
last month. Attending were (front row, l-r): Pat (Meyers) Nickelson, Vicki (Tierney) Miller, Mary (Kuester) 
Melville and Linda (Elliott) McLain. Back row: Rollie Bettendorf, Jim Carr, Dale Miller and Mike McLain. 
Photo and cutline submitted

EHS 50-year class reunion held

These six junior high youths teamed up to win the Vetch Days Co-ed Dodgeball Tournament held at the 
Elgin High School gymnasium. They were (front row, l-r): Brooke Kinney and Elizabeth Moser. Back row: 
Justice Blecher, Max Henn, Maddie Kurpgeweit and Michael Selting. E-R photo/DMorgan

Dodgeball champions
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Public Notices
8 Wednesday, June 29, 2022 

The Elgin ReviewStay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE
In the Matter of the 

Guardianship of L.M.T.
To John Doe, whose where-

abouts are unknown, upon 
whom personal service of sum-
mons cannot be had, and who is 
a natural parent in said proceed-
ings:

You are notified that on June 
10, 2022 a Petition for Appoint-
ment of Co-Guardians for a Mi-
nor was filing concerning the mi-
nor child, L.M.T., in the Antelope 

Notice — Matter of Guardianship
County Court, at Case No. PR22-
19, the object of which is to ob-
tain guardianship for said minor 
child. Hearing on the Petition for 
Appointment of Co-Guardians for 
a Minor is set for July 6, 2022 at 
9:00 a.m. in the Antelope County 
Court

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220
PUBLISH: June 15, 22 & 29, 
2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meetings 
— Antelope County 

Board of
Commissioners

NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF JULY, 2022
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

July 5, 2022 9:00 AM 
July 12, 2022 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: June 29, 2022
ZNEZ

 All fines in addition to $49 court costs. 
*Denotes an amendment of  original charge(s).

Bryan W. Deck, Winside, NE 3/1/22 
unlawful/fict display of  plate/renew tab, 
fined $50 - Goode.

Michael D. Fox, Orchard, NE 12/19/2021 
rubbish on highways-1st offense, fined $100 - 
Detlefsen.

Klinton S. Swenson (Roelofsen Implement), 
Brandt, SD 5/17/22 CMV marking 390.21(a)/
UCR-no registration/payment, fined $150 - 
Asche.

Sergio S. Martinez, Clearwater, NE 3/11/22 
drive under susp/before reinstated, fined $250 
- Johnson.

Makayla J. Peterson, Norfolk, NE 4/16/22 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - Johnson.

Cameron J. Schindler, Neligh, NE 4/28/22 
careless driving, fined $100 - Wright.

Raymond E. Moser, Norfolk, NE 5/8/22 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - Eischeid.

Alexander J. Robinson, Tilden, NE 3/19/22 
false reporting, fined $250 - Viterna.

Jennifer M. Paul, Kersey, CO 5/31/22 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Dostal.

Amanda L. Mercer, Gill, CO 5/31/22 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Dostal.

Kemmere Hubertus, Hudson, FL 5/18/22 
speeding 51/35 mph, fined $125 - Moore.

Dustin G. Carman, Plainview, NE 10/29/20 
issue bad check $0-500, fined $200/pay 
restitution of  $263.36.*

Kevin E. Romero, Norfolk, NE 4/2/22 
disturbing the peace, fined $250 - Ternus.

Jeremy W. Haskell, Merna, NE 4/24/22 no 
registration in vehicle, fined $25 - Dostal.

Ryan Lodge, Petersburg, NE 4/3/22 
assault by mutual consent, fined $500/18 
months probation/offender assessment 
screening+probation administrative 
enrollment+probation+drug testing fees of  
$580/attend AA meetings - Moore.*

Court News

old grocery store into an amaz-
ing community space, featur-
ing a tap room, a coffee shop 
and an extraordinary meeting 
space to build and connect 
their hometown. They’re now 
having open mic night at Han-
dlebend as well as celebrations 
for holidays like St. Patrick’s 
Day. Afterall, O’Neill is the 
Irish Capital of  Nebraska.  

Many local leaders are now 
framing their homeplace dif-
ferently. If  asked where they 
are from by a stranger, many 
of  them will now respond “I’m 
from Holt County; I live in 
Stuart.” Remarkable synergy 

From Page Four
Hometown

has been built in and between 
communities in Holt County 
the past two decades.

Countywide, over $9 million 
in philanthropic endowments 
have been capitalized in recent 
years. 

One of  these endowments 
supports Holt County Econom-
ic Development, a county-wide 
public-private partnership 
focused on supporting entre-
preneurship, small business 
growth and transition, leader-
ship development and people 
attraction. 

In the past 20 years hun-
dreds of  young families have 
returned home or are newcom-
ers to Holt County. They were 

intrigued by all of  the activity 
and imagination. 

They came because they 
were invited by people they 
trust. They stay because they 
get to be a part of  innovating 
(and further imagining) a bet-
ter future – together. Imagina-
tion, innovation and invitation 
are proving to be the building 
blocks of  a successful entre-
preneurial ecosystem in Holt 
County.

These stories exemplify the 
goodness, creativity and wel-
coming spirit in Holt County. 
By combining imagination, 
innovation and invitation, 
leaders in Holt County are now 
dreaming even bigger dreams 
for their homeplace and they 
are succeeding. How will their 
experience inspire your home-
town? What dreams can you 
share to spark imagination and 
innovation and who will you 
invite to dream with you?

Jeff  Yost is President and CEO 
of  Nebraska Community Foun-

dation. Learn more at www.
NebraskaHometown.org.

 

GENERAL ELECTION NOTICE 
& OFFICES TO BE FILLED 
BY ELECTION AND FILING 

DEADLINES
I, Lisa Payne, Antelope County 

Clerk/Election Commissioner, 
hereby give notice of the of-
fices to be filled by election that 
will appear on the 2022 General 
Election Ballot to be held No-
vember 8th, 2022, in Antelope 
County, Nebraska, as per State 
Statute 32-601.  Notice is also 
given that the filing deadline for 
such offices are:  July 15, 2022 
for incumbents and August 1, 
2022 for non-incumbents.  An in-
cumbent is anyone serving in 
an elective office, even if they 
are filing for an office other 
than the one in which they are 
presently serving, these indi-
viduals are required to file by 
July 15, 2022.

Name of offices for the Gener-
al Election (Vote for One unless 
otherwise indicated):

PARTISAN OFFICES:
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE – 

For Representative in Congress 
– District 03 - 2-year term.

STATE OFFICES – (4-year 
terms unless indicated) – For 
Governor and Lt. Governor; For 
Secretary of State; For State 
Treasurer; For Attorney General; 
For Auditor of Public Accounts.  
6-year term For Public Service 
Commissioner – District 4.

OTHER STATE OFFICES – 
NONPARTISAN (Vote for ONE, 
4-year terms unless indicated) 
– For Member of the Legislature 

General Notice — Antelope County
– District 40; For Member of the 
State Board of Education – Dis-
trict 6 ; For University of Nebras-
ka Board of Regents District 6 - 6 
year term; Northeast Community 
College For Board of Governors-
District 1; Nebraska Public Pow-
er District – Subdivision 10, 6 
year term; Elkhorn Rural Public 
Power District-Subdivision 03, 6 
year term; North Central Public 
Power District - Subdivision 4-At 
Large, 6 year term;  Lower Elk-
horn Natural Resources District 
For Board Of Directors – Sub-
district 1; Lower Elkhorn Natu-
ral Resources District Director 
At Large for Board of Directors;  
Upper Elkhorn Natural Resourc-
es District For Board of Directors 
- Sub-districts 5, 6, and 7 and 
Upper Elkhorn Natural Resourc-
es District At Large For Board of 
Directors - At Large; Educational 
Service Unit #1 - District 9; Edu-
cational Service Unit #7 - District 
1; Educational Service Unit #8 
– District 5; Educational Service 
Unit #8 – District 3.

COUNTY PARTISAN OFFIC-
ES (vote for 1 unless indicated – 
all 4-year term) – For County As-
sessor; For Clerk of the District 
Court; For County Treasurer; 
For County Sheriff; For County 
Attorney; For County Clerk; For 
County Surveyor; For County 
Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 
5;

COUNTY NONPARTISAN OF-
FICES – Antelope County Airport 
Authority Board Member - 6-year 
term – vote for up to 1; Antelope 

County Weed Authority – vote for 
up to 2; 

CITY OFFICES (4-year term 
unless indicated) – City of Neligh 
– Mayor (Vote for One), Council 
Members At Large (Vote for up to 
Two); City of Tilden – 4-year term 
– Mayor (Vote for One), Council 
Members At Large (Vote for up 
to Three); City of Elgin – 4-year 
term – Mayor (Vote for One), 
Council Members – Ward 1 (Vote 
for One), Ward 2 (Vote for One);

VILLAGE OFFICES – 4-Year 
Term - Vote for up to Three: Roy-
al Village, Oakdale Village, Or-
chard Village; Clearwater Village; 
Brunswick Village – Vote for up 
to One.

ANTELOPE COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR 
BOARD MEMBER (4-year terms 
unless indicated) (Class III) (Vote 
for up to Three unless otherwise 
indicated) Summerland Public 
School; Neligh-Oakdale Public 
School; Elgin Public School;  

OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
WITHIN ANTELOPE COUNTY 
4-year terms (Class III) (Vote for 
up to Three unless otherwise in-
dicated) Boone Central Schools; 
Plainview Public School; Creigh-
ton Public School; Elkhorn Valley 
Public School.

 Dated this 24th day of June, 
2022.

Lisa Payne
Antelope County Clerk/
Election Commissioner

PUBLISH: June 29, 2022
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
June 21, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting as required by 
statute.

Approved Agenda.
Approved NACO BC/BS at 

$1,600.00 deductible for 2022-
2023 fiscal year, and to re-eval-
uate in November for January 1, 
2023.

Approved First Concord Ben-
efits for 2022-2023.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: June 29, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Ante-
lope County Board of

Commissioners
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By Addie Costello
Flatwater Free Press

Over and over again, Steve 
Sharp told the village clerk 
that she deserved a raise. 

When Sharp was elected 
chairperson of  the village 
board in 2010, Mary Terry 
had already worked as Cedar 
Creek’s village clerk and 
treasurer for nearly a decade. 
Terry controlled Cedar Creek’s 
finances, records, utilities and 
more.

“Her answer was always the 
same. It was always, ‘You can’t 
afford to give me a raise,’” 
Sharp said. Sharp had no 
idea the southeast Nebraska 
town’s clerk was already giving 
herself  unauthorized raises – 
regularly stealing money from 
Cedar Creek’s coffers.  

“She was on the board longer 
than any of  us were, so we 
came to trust her. We saw no 
reason not to,” Sharp said. 

Terry started padding her 
paychecks with village funds 
in 2009. At first she took $100 
a month, then gradually 
added more and more onto 
her hourly wage. “Once she 
knew she could get away with 
it, the amounts got bigger and 
bigger,” Sharp said.

Terry stole roughly $75,000 
from the village of  Cedar 
Creek over the course of  six 
years, according to the Cass 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

A Flurry of Fraud: City Clerks Have Recently Stolen Money from 17 Nebraska Towns
That’s serious money for the 

465-person village. Per capita, 
that’s like someone taking 
$78,455,300 from Omaha.

But Terry’s theft is important 
for another reason: It’s just one 
in a series of  embezzlements 
that have repeatedly stung 
small Nebraska towns, a 
drumbeat of  fraud that’s 
become almost routine.

In Nebraska, 14 city and 
village clerks have been 
charged for theft or violating 
public resources over the last 
decade. Those clerks, plus 
another who took money 
but wasn’t charged, stole an 
estimated $1.7 million from 17 
small towns across the state, 
according to audit reports and 
restitution orders. 

That total doesn’t include 
four other cases of  theft or 
mismanagement by county 
officials since 2012, three cases 
of  financial mismanagement 
by village and city board 
members. 

A whopping 158 towns in 
Nebraska have gone more than 
20 years without a full financial 
audit, including four towns 
where former clerks were 
charged with theft, according 
to data collected by Flatwater 
Free Press from state audit 
records. 

In almost every town where a 
clerk has been caught for fraud, 
audit reports have noted a lack 
of  internal financial controls – 
essentially, not enough eyes on 
the cookie jar.

Ginger Neuhart took $265,000 
from the communities of  Alvo, 
Memphis and Ithaca – which 
have a combined population 
of  384. Neuhart embezzled the 
money while simultaneously 
working for all three eastern 
Nebraska towns. 

Kimberly Neiman took 
at least $700,000 from the 
northeastern village of  Pilger, 
according to audit reports – 
the most taken by any clerk 
in the last decade. She did so 
before and after two tornadoes 
devastated the tiny town.

“Every year, it seems like 
there’s a clerk that gets caught 
for stealing. And that doesn’t 
mean that every one of  them 
gets prosecuted, either.” 
said Randy Peters of  the 
League Association of  Risk 
Management, the insurance 
pool that helped cover Cedar 
Creek’s losses.

It’s easy to see why small 
towns face financial risk from 
a rogue city clerk, experts say. 

Board members like Sharp 

frequently work full-time jobs. 
The towns often lack resources 
to oversee detailed financial 
records, said Nebraska deputy 
auditor of  public accounts 
Craig Kubicek.

While clerks acting as 
treasurers are legally required 
to complete continuing 
education classes through the 
state each year, there’s no such 
required training for people 
elected to a city or village 
board. 

The lack of  experience, 
training and oversight often 
means that village clerks 
are caught only after taking 
money for an extended period 
of  time. 

In Cedar Creek, Terry got 
caught because she got sick. 
A certified public accountant 
took over as her temporary 
replacement and noticed 
issues with the village 
finances.  

For years, Terry had been 
paying herself  more than 
what she listed on reports 
by signing, depositing and 
reporting her payroll, Sharp 
said. The village checks 
required two signatures to 
clear the bank. Terry signed 
once as village clerk. Then she 
signed again as treasurer.  

“The bank wasn’t paying 
attention so they paid the 
checks,” Sharp said. 

If  a small town wants to 
avoid fraud, it should always 
require two distinct signatures 
on checks, Kubicek said. 
Towns with one employee 
depositing checks should have 
another employee or official 
review bank statements, 
Kubicek said. 

“Where the problem lied was 

the fact that we trusted her,” 
Sharp said. 

Six of  the 14 clerks charged 
with theft in the last decade 
served their small town for 
10 or more years. Two were 
named Outstanding Clerk 
of  the Year by the Nebraska 
Municipal Clerks Association 
before their convictions. 

Today, Sharp said the Cedar 
Creek board ensures dual 
signatures on all checks and 
has a different member review 
the village’s financial records 
every quarter. 

“Now we trust, but verify,” 
Sharp said.

In many small towns, there 
is little verification. The clerk 
often understands how the 
financial systems work, while 
board members often don’t, 
Peters said.  

  ”Sometimes, the thing that 
facilitates the crime in the 
first place is their knowledge,” 
Peters said. “It’s not like taking 
$10 out of  a cash register, some 
of  these crimes are hundreds 
of  thousands of  dollars.”

In the last decade, four 
village clerks stole more than 
$100,000. In every case, they 
took it from a town with a 
population less than 1,000. 

“I think the state’s doing 
a good thing by requiring 
some additional education 
for treasurers. But without 
requiring trustees or city 
council members to have some 
training, I’m not sure you’re 
accomplishing much,” Peters 
said. 

Small Nebraska towns 
may also miss fraud because 
many avoid annual audits 
to save money. Even with 
yearly audits, fraud can go 
undetected. Audits are not 
designed to catch thieves 
but sometimes do reveal 
irregularities in a village’s 
finances, Peters said. 

The state requires all 
Nebraska cities, counties, 
towns and villages to perform 
annual audits. But most small 
towns can apply for a waiver 
each year. Audits can cost up 
to $10,000, which is why small 
town boards may frequently 
opt for a waiver, Kubicek said. 

Before 2018, the state allowed 
audit waivers with minimal 
documentation. Now – after 
nearly two dozen instances of  
official fraud in the past decade 
– the state requires a small 
town to present board meeting 
minutes, bank statements and 
other financial details before 
a waiver is granted, Kubicek 
said.   

“The thought is that if  they 
think somebody’s looking or 
going to look, then they’ll be 
less likely to do something,” 
Kubicek said.

But the State of  Nebraska 
continues to grant waivers that 
allow many small towns to skip 
financial audits. Just last year, 
the auditor’s office granted 
audit waivers to 245 different 
small towns, Kubicek said.

In Amy Allen’s decade-long 
career as Stapleton’s village 
clerk and treasurer, the village 

only  underwent one audit, 
in 2012. The town received 
a second audit in 2018 – this 
time, because  the village board 
had become aware of  missing 
money. Allen was charged with 
taking $15,000. According to 
the state auditor’s report, she 
could have taken up to $38,000.

The woman who replaced 
her, current Stapleton 
clerk and treasurer Stacey 
Anderson, hoped that the 
small-town job would allow 
her time to enjoy her last years 
with children at home. 

Instead, Anderson’s first 
year as clerk entailed creating 
a new financial reporting 
system, overseeing the utilities 
and handling the town’s day-to-
day operations for $12 an hour. 
After three years, she now 
earns $20 an hour. That is still 
a ways off  from the six-figure 
salary of  Omaha’s city clerk. 

“The office right here runs 
this village…It was very hard 
coming in,” Anderson said. 
“I don’t know that I would 
have taken this position had I 
known all the history here.” 

Wendy McKain, the current 
president of  the Nebraska 
Municipal Clerks Association, 
said clerks frequently feel 
underpaid and under-
appreciated. McKain works 
as the clerk and treasurer 
for the village of  Trenton, a 
516-person town in southwest 
Nebraska. As clerk, McKain 
keeps the village’s records, 
runs animal control and 
directs the village’s utilities. 

There are 539 clerks in the 
state of  Nebraska, McKain 
noted. The vast majority are 
doing their jobs admirably, 
she said. Still, when it does 
happen, it causes real damage 
to towns like Stapleton.

“There are still people that 
are never going to trust this 
office again and I don’t blame 
them,” Anderson said. 

Although the majority of  
the $75,000 was returned to 
Cedar Creek through the 
League Association of  Risk 
Management and court 
ordered payments by the 
former clerk, Sharp said the 
village is still missing some of  
what was taken. 

Since Terry’s arrest, Cedar 
Creek has received updates to 
its flood infrastructure, roads 
and baseball field – changes 
Sharp said the theft could have 
delayed. 

The $37,000 taken from 
Stapleton has been repaid 
through insurance and 
restitution payments by the 
former clerk. Anderson said 
some of  it has gone toward 
decorations and playground 
equipment and that all of  it 
would find its way back into 
the community it was taken 
from. 

“I’m hoping that they see 
that we’re putting it back into 
the village and I’m a different 
person,” Anderson said, 
“But that negative will never 
be forgotten, not in a small 
community.”

The Flatwater Free Press is 






