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June 18, 2025

In Brief

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice of Organization — Schiltmeyer 

Farms, L.L.C.
Notice to Landowners — Antelope 

County Assessor
Notice of Public Hearing — The Ante-

lope County Board of Equalization
Proceedings — The Village of Bartlett
Proceedings — The District #18 Board 

of Education
Proceedings — The Antelope County 

Board of Commissioners (2)
The Elgin Review is the official 

legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
Antelope County Historical Society, 
Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resources District, the State 
of Nebraska, the City of Elgin and 
Elgin School District #18.

Back row, l-r: Bryan Hestekind, Robbie “Gap” Evans, Jason Vaisvilas, B.J. Schmitt, 
Aaron Andrews, Sam Vanourney, Chris Sullivan and Assistant Coach Kip 
Stephens. Front row, l-r: John Avidano, Dave Ochsner, Coach Phil Kluthe, Sam 
Vanourney, Jarid Jochum and Brandon “Bud” Miller.

June Poker Run 
to assist Travis
Dozler family

To be held Saturday, June 21.
A ‘Benefit Ride for Travis Dozler’ 

will be held this week.
The ‘poker run’ will be held this 

Saturday, June 21. It will start and 
end at the KC Hall in Elgin (115 South 
Second Street). The event will feature 
live music, food & drinks and there 
will be auction items. Kickstands will 
go up at 11 a.m.

Cars and bikes are welcome to 
participate. There will be five stops in 
the 170-mile route. Cash prizes will be 
awarded for the best and worst hands, 
according to organizers.

Dozler died this past January in a 
one-vehicle accident involving a truck 
he was driving. The accident took 
place in Missouri. Proceeds from the 
event will be donated to the family of 
Travis Dozler. 

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
June 8 75 52 .00
June 9 75 52 .00
June 10 91 63 .00
June 11 94 64 .00
June 12 85 63 .00
June 13 86 62 .00
June 14 91 69 .00
Total for last week  0.00
Total for June   2.12 
Total precipitation 2025  6.56

The high temperature last week 
was 94 degrees recorded on Wednes-
day, June 11. The low temperature 
during the same period was 52 de-
grees recorded on Sunday and Mon-
day, June 8-9. Altogether, no precipita-
tion was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.
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Henn, Beckman shine at
Norfolk all-star games 
See page 11

Flag Day ceremony held
Saturday afternoon 
See page 12

It’s rodeo time and the community 
of Clearwater is ready.

The 58th annual Clearwater Big 
Rodeo will be held Friday through 
Sunday, June  27-29. For more info, 
see the ad on Page Two.

Clearwater
gearing up for

58th annual rodeo 
To be June 27-29

Editor’s Note: This continues a series 
of monthly articles celebrating pride in 
our community and its surroundings 
shown through the experience of resi-
dents, businesses, and organizations. 

The BIG E for Dr. Russell Vetick, a 
local optometrist, will now stand for 
enjoyment in retirement, not neces-
sarily to check the quality of human 
vision. 

Enjoyment was how this eye doctor, 
who retires June 30 after some three 
decades helping people see, described 
his work here. Serving this rural area 
“has been gratifying – helping people 
with eye problems, getting to know the 
whole family. There is such a need in 
rural areas.” 

At 60, he’s moving on to travel, bow 
hunting, and eventually settling in the 
Twin Cities, Minnesota area to spend 
time with immediate family gained 
through marriage to his beloved wife 
Joanie. They celebrate 28 years of mar-
riage in September. 

His wife, a pre-school educator by 
training, has worked at Eye Physi-
cians, Neligh, for a quarter century, 
first filling in and now there on a reg-
ular basis accomplishing a “little bit of 
everything,” as Dr. Vetick explained. 
She also is retiring. 

How’d the Veticks end up in Neligh, 
both in the eye care business and as 
community members? Sitting in his 
cramped office dressed in his signa-
ture starched and pressed long-sleeve 
shirt and striking tie, Dr. Vetick dated 
the journey to his profession to his 
tender age of 15. 

While growing up in Grand Island, 
detasseling corn was the usual sum-
mer job for youth. Hot. Dirty. Hard 
physical labor. 

After a routine eye exam, he told his 
mom (Sheila, deceased) how eye doc-
toring looked like a fun job. She told 
his high school science teacher who 
set Russ up in a shadowing experience 
with a local optometrist. 

Soon he was at Kearney State Col-
lege (now University of Nebraska at 
Kearney) getting a bachelor degree in 

When Dr. Russell Vetick, local optometrist who retires June 30, is shown here with his 
professional and pastime passions – a tool for examining human eyes and the deer mount 
resulting from bow hunting. This trophy kill was taken near Neligh in 2000.

E-R photo/JSchuchardt

biology, then on to the Illinois College 
of Optometry, Chicago, with gradua-
tion in 1991. 

He first started with Palmer Eye 
Associates in Neligh (1992-2000) and 
then joined Eye Physicians, P.C. 
(Nebraska), an eye care practice with 
multiple locations primarily in north-
east and central Nebraska. Amongst a 
wide range of services offered for both 
adults and children is the See to Learn 
Program, a complimentary screening 
for three-year-olds. 

“That dream I had in high school 
. . . I feel so blessed to have been able 
to dream that dream right here,” 
Dr. Vetick summarized. “I found my 
mission and it’s here.” Often asked if 
he will continue optometric services 
following the move north, he’s not sure 
yet, though he does have his sights on 
learning to ice fish first. 

Vetick said he chose the Chicago op-
tometry school since it had strong re-
lationships with various providers for 
four-month ‘externship’ experiences. 
His was at the Minneapolis Society for 
the Blind where he became interested 
in ‘low vision’ as a specialty in addition 
to primary care, contact lenses, and 
urgent eye care. 

Regarding emergency care, scat-
tered amongst an average of 60 ‘patient 
encounters’ a week are  scratched cor-
neas, foreign body removal, floaters, 
and detached retinas. These require 
quick attention and he’s thankful for 
strong relationships with medical doc-
tors, particularly ophthalmologists in 
nearby larger cities. As the person who 
gets the emergency call, “I am the first 
to see a systemic problem and, when 

Longtime Neligh optometrist to
retire at the end of the month

By Jane Schuchardt

Special to The Elgin Review

See VETICK, Page 2 ▶

No, not this year.
Aware of the rising cost of food 

prices, the District #18 Board of 
Education Wednesday night made 
a decision that every parent of 
school-age children should be hap-
py about.

The five members of the board 
(Luke Hinkle was absent from the 
meeting), decided to keep school 
breakfast and lunch prices the 
same as they were for the 2024/25 
school year.

Having decided that, here are 
the prices for the 2025/26 school 
year:

• Breakfast for students will be 
$2

• PK-6 — Lunch price will be 
$2.75

• 7-12 — Lunch price will be $3
It was brought out at the meeting 

that approximately 50 percent of 
the students at EPS received free 
or reduced price meals.

Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
said the prices allow the school to 
operate the breakfast/lunch pro-
gram at ‘break even.’

Board member Ron Bode, in 
making the motion to keep the 
prices the same said, “I’d hate to 
out price our families … It’s still 
very affordable.”

Lunch prices were just one of a 
number of dollar items on the agen-
da which the board acted on in a 
meeting which lasted slightly more 
than one hour.

Other items were:
New doors — Acting on a 

recommendation by Brockhaus 
to replace the music room double 
doors, east shop door, wash bay 
walk-in door and the south door, 
the board reviewed bids closely 
before accepting the bid submitted 
by Schmitt Construction for just 
over $33,000. A deciding factor in 
accepting Schmitt’s bid was that 
the doors would be factory-painted 
before installation began.

Service plan — The board voted 

Breakfast,
lunch prices
to stay the

same at EPS

See SCHOOL, Page 2 ▶

The biggest event in Elgin’s annual Vetch Days celebration is the parade. One of the 
biggest parades in recent memory took place last week. Among the many entries was 
this one, featuring the Wolfpack dance team. For more photos of the three day celebra-
tion, turn to Page Six. E-R photo/DMorgan

Taking a walk on the ‘wild’ side
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needed, arrange for immediate 
care to save eyes,” Dr. Vetick 
said. 

While his stories of first-re-
sponder situations are many, 
he shares this one. “A young 
boy, say 15, was using a wire 
brush on a drill to do auto body 
work,” Dr. Vetick recounted 
with a grimace. “A wire came 
off and went through the center 
of his eye.” It was a weekend 
and, due to quick thinking and 
established contacts by the good 
doctor, the surgery was done 
immediately at Children’s in 
Omaha. 

“Frankly, I was worried the 
boy would lose his eye though 
after two weeks, the child’s 
sight was 20-25 (20-20 is consid-
ered normal vision),” he said 
breathing a sigh of relief. 

When asked about major 
changes and challenges in the 
optometric field, Dr. Vetick 
listed “big pharma, health 
insurance, and paperwork” and 
quickly turned to this – “I have 
excellent co-workers, doctors 
(for referrals), patients, fami-
lies; I just feel blessed.” 

Another attraction to this 
area was to live rural and bow 
hunt for deer and turkey with 
his dad, Martin, who now lives 
in the Willows in Neligh. “Dad 
is only 20 years older than me, 
so he is like a big brother,” he 
said. 

As for community service, 
he’s on the Antelope Memorial 
Hospital Board of Directors and 
has served on the Neligh’s St. 
Francis Catholic Church parish 
council, the Elgin Pope John 
school board, and in his earlier 
years, the Neligh Young Men’s 
Club. 

While Dr. Vetick admitted 
he really doesn’t like being the 
center of attention, it’s time for 
the community to put all eyes 
on this professional and wish 
Joanie and he well. 

Mark your calendars for a 
retirement open house at the 
Neligh Clinic, 304 N Street, 4:00-
7:00 pm, Monday, June 30, 2025. 

 ◀ FROM Page 1

Vetick

to approve a technology service 
plan from Applied Connec-
tive Technologies based out 
of Albion. Normally a service 
made available through ESU 
#8, Brockhaus said the district 
hasn’t gotten all that it has 
paid for with the educational 
service unit the last couple 
of years. Currently, they are 
trying to hire a person for that 
role but have been unable to 
fill the position. Being proac-
tive, the board chose to go hire 
the private firm on a 4-0 vote 
(board member Eric Beckman 
‘abstaining’). The annual cost of 
the service plan will be under 
$26,000.

“They (ACT) do great work,” 
board member Todd Heithoff 
said.

Bid accepted — CedarView 
Cabinetry was awarded the bid 
for new classroom cabinets. 
Cost will be $4,675.

Reading program — Elemen-
tary teachers will be utilizing 
a new reading program when 
school starts in August. The 
board approved the purchase of 
the Amplify Reading Program 
at a cost of $45,000 for a six-year 
contract. 

Brockhaus said K-5 teachers 
are anxious to begin utilizing 
the new program, noting how it 
meshes really well with letters 
training.

Annual renewal — As they 
do every year at this time, the 
board approved the school safe-
ty plan.

Policies — The board ap-
proved, on first reading, a num-
ber of Nebraska Association of 
School Boards (NASB) recom-
mended policies.

Brockhaus said the student 
dress code has changed, noting 
the school can still require a 
student to change a shirt if it is 
in violation of the school policy.

Other items he pointed 
on with the policies was the 
student activity eligibility and 
how it requires the student to 
designate whether they are 
male or female. On another pol-
icy involving students physicals 
for athletics, doctors will be 
required to circle whether the 
athlete is male or female.

The afore-mentioned policies 
will again be on the agenda for 
the July meeting.

The board approved on sec-
ond reading a para to teacher 
program.

Formal — There will be a 
joint formal homecoming dance 
for EPS/PJCC students this 
year. It will be held on Satur-
day night, September 20 and be 
supervised by PJCC. On Friday 
night, after the conclusion of 
the EPPJ-North Central foot-
ball game, there will be a pizza 
party for EPS/PJCC students to 
be supervised by EPS.

Discussion — The board 
heard a brief discussion about 
the 2025/26 school budget which 
will need to be approved in Sep-

tember. Brockhaus said. “We’re 
in a very good situation,” the su-
perintendent said. He noted how 
the building fund and deprecia-
tion  funds are looking good go-
ing into the final months of the 
fiscal year. It’s possible, he said, 

the levy could be down from one 
year ago, after review projected 
district valuations.

He did stress to the school 
board that the school is expect-
ed to lose $159,000 in state aid 
this year.

 ◀ FROM Page 1

School
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Sixty Years Ago         June 17, 1965
Rainfall here this spring has jumped by 3.35 inches with precipi-

tation during the month of June, 2.30 inches falling in one day. The 
gentle rain of the past two weeks has brought smiles of pleasure to 
the faces of everyone and has brightened the hopes for reasonably 
good crops.

Mrs. Stella E. Miller, 81, passed away unexpectedly in her home 
Tuesday, June 15, 1965. Funeral services will be conducted at 2:30 
p.m. Saturday from Brooks Chapel.

Mrs. Leonard Nay was high bidder for the Albert and Edith 
Hauser residential property when it sold at auction Saturday af-
ternoon. The property is located 1 1/2 blocks east of the Union Oil 
Station and sold for $2,650.00.

Mrs. Henry Kamphaus of Petersburg has been hired by the 
School District #18 Board of Education to teach in the elementary 
department. Mrs. Kamphaus graduated from Norfolk Junior Col-
lege and did addition work at Wayne State College.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Starman, Jr., are the parents of a 5 lb., 1 oz. 
son born June 9, 1965 in the Tilden Community hospital.     

Fifty Years Ago    June 12, 1975

Elgin’s FFA Chapter won a first place award at the fourth 
session Leadership camp. Elgin FFA officers and members that 
participated were Willard Aughe, Tammy Heithoff, Bill Anderson, 
Clyde Meis, Cary Sutton, Kent Beckman and Jerome Thunker. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Reicks of Raeville were honored on their 55th 
wedding anniversary by their children and grandchildren. All 
were present for the occasion, but David Reicks, who is employed 
by the Telephone Company in Florida and James Temme, who 
made a trip to Boston with his father. 

Seven large Maple trees were donated to the Elgin park by Effie 
and Rose Carmichael and planted in the park on Monday and Tues-
day of this week. 

The American Legion Auxiliary Elgin Unit 229 held its election 
of officers during their meeting on Tuesday evening, June 3, at the 
Legion Hall with 17 members present. The newly elected officers 
were installed by Letti Jean Coulthard with the following taking 
office: Mary Miller, president; Marjorie Beeson, vice president; 
Arlene Eischeid, secretary and Marilyn Beckman, treasurer. 

Cool temperatures with several days of cloudy weather has 
resulted in a total of 1.56 inches of moisture falling here during the 
month of June. Weather the past week has been damp with traces 
of moisture falling several times during the week.      

Thirty Years Ago  June 14, 1995

About 113 members of St. Boniface Parish in Elgin spent Mon-
day, June 5, removing the hardwood gymnasium floor at Nel-
igh-Oakdale High School. The parish purchased the floor recently, 
and plans to install it at St. Boniface Auditorium during the last 
week of June and first week of July. 

A fund drive covering the entire Northeast Nebraska area is un-
derway to benefit victims of the Oklahoma City bombing disaster. 
The drive was launched at Wayne, NE on May 25 by area pastors 
and lay persons. 

Continued warmth and sunshine are now the two key ingre-
dients for a successful growing season in the Elgin area and in 
Antelope County as a whole. The Elgin area is more than 10 inches 
ahead of last year in total precipitation, with over 16 inches record-
ed so far. 

St. Boniface Church in Elgin was the setting for the double-ring 
wedding ceremony uniting Denice Marie Mowery of Omaha and 
Charles L. Baum of Denton, NE. Parents of then couple are Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Moos of Granville, IA, and Mr. and Mrs. Florian 
(Bud) Baum of Elgin. 

Ann Catherine Moser of Elgin has been awarded a full-tuition 
Presidential Scholarship to attend Wayne State College in the fall. 
Presidential Scholarships are awarded annually based on aca-
demic excellence, talent, leadership qualities and extracurricular 
activities.   

Twenty Years Ago  June 15, 2005

Tuckpointing work, to repair exterior brick walls, is underway 
this summer at Elgin Public Schools and St. Boniface School.

Several local and area students took part in the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center’s 13th annual Health/Science Meet, 
June 9-11, at Omaha. Attending the meet from Elgin were Jeffery 
D. Bush and Brett D. Mahnke of Elgin Public School and Janessa 
Eischeid and Jordan Engle of Pope John Central Catholic. 

Cindy Baum, director of Tech Prep at Northeast Community 
College in Norfolk, was recently honored by her 29 Dale Carnegie 
Course peers. Her classmates of business leaders from Wayne, Nor-
folk and South Sioux City voted to honor her with the Dale Carne-
gie Highest Award for Achievement. 

John and Joan Schindler of Elgin will be celebrating their 45th 
wedding anniversary on June 18, and their children are requesting 
a card shower in their honor. John Schindler and Joan Stoltz were 
married June 18, 1960 in St. Boniface Church. 

Adam Spieker of Elgin, a 2005 graduate of Pope John Central 
Catholic High School, has received an athletic scholarship to 
attend Hastings College for the 2005-06 academic year. Adam is the 
son of Vince and Patricia Spieker. 

By Olivia Klein
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It’s not often that I arrive for 
Mass more than a half hour 
early. So on a recent morning, I 
decided to seize the opportunity 
for some extended prayer.

Just as I opened up a prayer 
book, a man sat down beside 
me. He’d left his prayer book 
and other materials on the 
bench beside me. He told me 
that it was his custom to stop by 
the church when it was quiet to 
pray.

I asked if it was OK that I sat 
on the otherwise unoccupied 
bench. He assured me that it 
was fine. He sat next to me, and 
we began to quietly chat.

Reluctantly, I set my prayer 
book aside.

I tried sizing him up. He had 
been talking to someone at the 
entrance of the church when I 
walked in. I wondered at that 
point if he was homeless. He 
was elderly, thin and had a 
long gray beard and black-gray 
hair that was long enough to be 
pulled back and knotted behind 
his head. He wore jeans and 
a buttoned up shirt. A string 
around his neck held a ring and 
a Crucifix.

But as we talked he men-
tioned his home, that he waited 
to open windows the evening 
before to let in a cool breeze. 

He talked about a beautiful 
opera he watched on television 
that night, that he had been a 

Monday, June 23: Hot 
hamburger sandwich, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, corn, apri-
cots, bread & butter, milk.

Tuesday, June 24: Philly 
cheese sloppy joe, potato 
wedges, cheesey, broccoli/cau-
liflower mix, pineapple, bread 
& butter, milk.

Wednesday, June 25: 
Baked pork steak, cheesey 
hashbrowns, peas/carrots, 
pears, bread & butter, milk.

Thursday, June 26: Chick-
en strips, pea salad, french 
fries, applesauce, bread & 
butter, milk

Friday, June 27: Goulash, 
green beans, fruit mix, garlic 
stick, milk, bread & butter, 

milk.
All meals served with bread 

& butter. 
Menus are provided by the 

Community Center and are 
subject to change).

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. Serving 
starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. 

Takeout starts at 11:30 a.m. 
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. to reserve a meal for that 
day. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus

dancer and loved performances. 
He mentioned his family’s love 
for the arts and their overall 
exuberance, especially when 
greeting each other.

That led to a story about a 
strange sign of love his grand-
mother had for his grandfather. 
Every day before he went off 
to work, she packed a lunch 
for him. Oddly enough, when 
it came to the sandwich, she’d 
take a bite out of it before 
wrapping it up. That was their 
custom.

One day his grandfather 
was unusually quiet when he 
arrived home. “What’s wrong?” 
his wife asked.

He brushed it off as nothing 
but remained quiet and sullen. 
When it was time for bed, the 
grandmother couldn’t take 
it any longer. “Please, what’s 
wrong? I won’t be able to sleep if 
you don’t tell me.”

He tried brushing her off 
some more, but she was per-
sistent. Finally, he told her. His 
sandwich that day did not have 
a bite taken out of it. She had 
forgotten, and he thought  some-
thing was amiss.

Their grandson, the elderly 
man in the church, spoke about 
the hardships his grandparents 
and other family members en-
dured when they settled in Ne-
braska about 125 years ago. His 
grandfather worked on a farm 
and was able to earn some land 
from the farm owner he worked 
for. The grandfather dragged an 
abandoned school house to his 
property, and it became their 
home.

About this time, another old 
man sat down beside us. He 
didn’t speak English, but my 
new friend knew “muy poco” 
Spanish, enough to decipher 
some of what he was saying.

The man I originally met 

seemed to befriend many 
people, inside the church and 
elsewhere. He talked about 
a woman who in the winter 
walked into the church shiver-
ing, with her bare feet covered 
only by 
a pair of 
Crocs. He 
offered 
what he 
could to 
help her 
warm up.

Another 
woman, 
likely 
homeless, 
sought 
shelter in 
the church 
and want-
ed to vape. 
To help 
contain the 
vapor, she put a plastic bag over 
her head.

The pastor noticed the 
woman’s unusual behavior and 
asked the man “Is this another 
one of your friends?” Together 
they offered her some help and 
provisions.

The man I met, I discovered, 
was a man of God. He wove 
Scripture into our conversation, 
noting that wherever the Holy 
Spirit descends, wisdom and 
mercy follow. Looking intently 
at me, he spoke about how lav-
ishly Jesus loves us.

He walked away before Mass 
began. Though I didn’t get a 
chance to pray from my prayer 
book, I did hear God speaking 
to me that day about the ten-
der love of family, persevering 
through hardships, reaching 
out to everyone we meet and 
offering what we can for them, 
and that God loves us so lav-
ishly – sometimes in the most 
unexpected ways.

Holy Spirit descends, wisdom and mercy follow

Faith

Elgin Columnist
Susan Szalewski

Boone County Health Center (BCHC) celebrated a significant 
milestone this week—40 years of Cardiac Rehabilitation services. 
The anniversary event brought together staff, patients, and com-
munity members to honor a department that began with a single 
treadmill and bike and has grown into a vital part of heart health 
for the region.

President and CEO Caleb Poore welcomed attendees and praised 
the legacy of the Cardiology Services Department, noting the lives 
changed and strengthened over the past four decades.

Current Cardiac Rehab Director Angie Swantek, RN, delivered 
a moving speech reflecting on the program’s evolution since its 
launch in 1985. “From our humble beginning in one room of the 
hospital, we’ve expanded, moved three times, and grown in every 
way—space, equipment, and services,” she said. “It’s been 40 years 
of transformation.”

Today, the department employs eight staff members and offers 
more than 25 health-focused programs including cardiac monitor-
ing, foot care, diabetic education, medication management, weight 
loss support, and stress testing. “We’ve come a long way from one 
bike and treadmill,” Swantek shared, “and it’s because of a team of 
professionals committed to walking alongside our patients every 
step of the way.”

Swantek also recognized BCHC’s early leadership in the field. 
“Under the direction of Gayla Oakley, our department became one 
of the first certified cardiac rehab programs in Nebraska,” she 
said. “Gayla was a pioneer, and it’s an honor to carry forward what 
she began 40 years ago.”

The event paid tribute to both current and former staff, several 

One treadmill to 1,000’s 
of lives: 40 years of 

cardiac care at BCHC

Current cardiac staff at BCHC are (back row, l-r): Nettie Horan, Colton Pel-
ster, Jami Afrank, Jaimie Beister and Abbie Nelson. (front): Melissia Nissen, 
Angie Swantek and Janet Feik.

Photo submitted

See BCHC, Page 5 ▶

David Huebner of North Platte says his background in agriculture gives 
him an advantage against U.S. Rep. Adrian Smith, R-Neb. 

(Courtesy of David Huebner for Congress)

LINCOLN — A former U.S. 
Border Patrol agent has decided 
to run for Congress in Nebras-
ka’s largely rural, sprawling 3rd 
Congressional District. 

North Platte native David 
Huebner will try to do what oth-

er Republicans in the district 
haven’t and beat U.S. Rep. Adri-
an Smith, R-Neb, in a Republi-
can primary. 

Huebner said he is running to 

Huebner to challenge Adrian Smith

See HUEBNER, Page 10 ▶

All fines in addition to $49 court costs. *Denotes an amendment of 
original charge(s).

Jacob Morten, Orchard, NE, 4/1/25, Violate load contents re-
quirements, fined $100 - Kavan

Warren R. Lucio, Moab, UT, 4/13/25, Fail to use child passenger 
restraint, fined $25 - Hartley

Valerie V. Cunningham, Cleveland, OK, 5/6/25, speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Downing

Nicole R. Branstiter, Neligh, NE, 2/5/25, speeding 80/65 mph, 
fined $75 - Mohr

Michael M. Ciaccio, Queen Creek, AZ, 5/18/25, speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Miller

George A. Majerus, Albion, NE, 5/2/25, Violate load contents 
requirements+No valid registration-car/pickup/stepvan, fined $125 
- Detlefsen

Zoe A. Czapla, Spanaway, WA, 5/2/25, speeding 65/50 mph, fined 
$75 - Barker

Traygan M. Boyle, Meadow Grove, NE, 5/6/25, speeding 75/55 
mph, fined $125 - Barker

Jacob M. Brockhaus, Jackson, NE, 5/16/25, speeding 45/30 mph, 
fined $75 - Barker

Courthouse News
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
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State lawmakers went home recent-
ly, ending a 90-day session marked by 
reductions in spending and borrowing 
from cash reserves to close a project-
ed budget gap that once topped $400 
million.

Hard to believe that just a couple of 
years ago, the state was sitting on a 
huge surplus of cash. It was enough to 
set legislators dreaming big dreams, 
like digging a massive lake between 
Omaha and Lincoln and financing new 
marinas and other tourism amenities.

But that was then and this is now, 
and the STARWARS initiative (stand-
ing for “Statewide Tourism and Rec-
reational Water Access and Resource 
Sustainability”) never left the launch-
ing pad for the most part.

When money is short, not a lot of 
new state spending is going to get 
approved. That’s been the history of 
dealing with budget shortfalls down in 
Lincoln, and that’s how we deal with it 
in our own lives – when cash is short, 
we don’t buy new cars or go out for 
prime rib.

This wasn’t a great year for fans of 
property tax relief. 

Efforts by Gov. Jim Pillen and State 
Sen. Tom Brandt to impose new taxes 
on previously tax-exempt sales didn’t 
advance (just like they didn’t make it 
to the finish line last summer at that 
totally forgettable special session).

Shifting taxes off of property and 
onto sales of candy, soda pop and 
services like golf lessons and tattoos 
is complicated, but it’s a proven way to 
provide property tax relief. Such a tax 
shift comes with some negative conse-
quences, but I gotta believe that with 
some compromises and some sales-
manship it could happen. 

Instead, state lawmakers opted to 
proceed with the massive income tax 
cut they passed only two years ago, 
much to the disappointment of the 
state’s farm groups who want property 
tax help.

Gotta say, when election time comes 
around, politicians are universally 
calling for property tax relief, not 
income tax cuts.

However, the state’s business com-
munity has been pleading for income 
tax cuts for years, and in 2023 got a Big 
Whopper – passage of a bill to grad-
ually reduce the state’s top personal 
income tax rate and the corporate 
income tax rate from 6.84% to 3.99% by 
the 2027 tax year. 

The argument for cutting income 
taxes has always been “we have to re-
main competitive” with our neighbor-
ing states, like Iowa, which is dropping 
to 3.8%. Wealthy Nebraskans, we’re 
told over and over, move away to states 
with little or no state income taxes 
(though research shows there are other 
reasons for moving, such as being clos-
er to family and for better weather or 
nicer, mountain views. Think Jackson 
Hole or Tucson).

Brandt had a reasonable – and sim-
pler – way for the state to dig out of its 
budget hole, which was to drop the in-
come tax rates to 4.99% instead. Later, 
he said, when the state has the money, 
further cuts could be considered.

Seemed reasonable to me. When 

Certainty
for small

businesses
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This past week’s terror attack in Boulder, Col-
orado, was a shocking and 
heartbreaking act of hatred. It 
demands not only our condem-
nation, but our collective moral 
clarity. Antisemitism — in any 
form, anywhere — is a poison 
that threatens the very values on 
which this country was founded. 
We must name it, reject it, and 
work together to root it out.

In moments like these, words 
are not enough. We grieve with 
the victims’ families, we stand 
with our Jewish neighbors, and 
we ask: how do we ensure this 
doesn’t happen again?

Tragically, the attack in Boul-
der was not an isolated incident. 
Just 11 days earlier, two Israeli 
Embassy staffers were murdered 

in Washington, D.C. in another antisemitic attack. 
The victims, Sarah Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky 

were a young couple who were targeted for no other 
reason than their Jewish identity. These attacks are 
stark reminders that hatred sadly still finds foot-
holds in our country.

In the face of rising antisemitism, we cannot afford 
silence or half-measures. We must precisely identify 
the threat and be deliberate in our response. 

That’s why I cosponsored S. 558, the Antisemi-
tism Awareness Act, which would direct the U.S. 
Department of Education to adopt the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition 
of antisemitism when evaluating Title VI civil rights 
violations.

This working definition is clear-eyed and compre-
hensive. It defines antisemitism as: “A certain per-
ception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred 
toward Jews. 

Rhetorical and physical manifestations of an-
tisemitism are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish 
individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish 
community institutions and religious facilities.”

Such clarity matters. It gives schools and insti-
tutions a practical framework for recognizing and 

responding to antisemitism before it escalates, and it 
ensures that Jewish students are protected under the 
same civil rights laws as everyone else.

According to the Anti-Defamation League, in the 
year following Hamas’ October 7 attacks in 2023, 
antisemitic rhetoric and threats in the United States 
surged by over 200 percent. 

This should alarm us all. That’s why we must re-
member what the fight against antisemitism is about: 
real people feeling unsafe in their schools, their plac-
es of worship, and their communities.

Hatred thrives in ambiguity. That’s why clarity — 
moral and legal — is essential. We cannot fight what 
we are unwilling to name. And we cannot protect 
what we do not define.

As Nebraskans, we stand for fairness, dignity, and 
respect. 

Those values are tested in times like these — and 
they must prevail. 

We honor the victims not only with remembrance, 
but with action. As we grieve, let us recommit our-
selves to confronting evil with both conscience and 
courage.

Combatting anti-semitism: Confronting 
evil with conscience and courage

State lawmakers opt for income
tax cuts over property tax relief

you’re flush with cash it’s time to give 
tax breaks, not when you’re fishing 
around state cash 
funds – the literal 
cookie jars of state 
government – to 
make the budget 
balance.

To be sure, the 
state is still devot-
ing $750 million 
this fiscal year 
in tax credits to 
reduce our prop-
erty tax bills. But 
as former State 
Sen. Steve Erdman 
always pointed out, 
that kind of money 
just slows the ever 
increasing property tax bills.

It takes hard work and compromise 
to get comprehensive property tax 
relief bills passed.

Pillen and the Gang of 49 have seven 
months until the next session to figure 
that out.

For workers and entrepreneurs, 
few places are as ripe with economic 
opportunity as the United States of 
America. Our world-leading work-
force, natural resources, educational 
institutions, rule of law committed 
to protecting capital investment, and 
unique features such as deepwater 
ports providing access to export goods 
and services to consumers across 
both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
provide opportunities for American 
families with few rivals elsewhere 
around the globe. Despite these eco-
nomic strengths, there is much we can 
improve. The federal government re-
mains inefficient, and we must address 
issues such as our spending-driven 
budget deficit. Likewise, too many 
work-capable Americans remain on 
the sidelines despite millions of good 
jobs available in our economy.

Efforts to address the waste, fraud, 
and abuse in federally funded pro-
grams are vitally important for the 
fiscal health of our country, as are 
expanded efforts to help sidelined 
Americans connect with good jobs. 
For this reason, the reconciliation bill 
passed by the House 
enhances account-
ability for state 
administration of 
federal benefit pro-
grams and improves 
incentives for 
beneficiaries to find 
meaningful work.

While our 
nation’s unemploy-
ment rate remains 
low by historical 
standards at 4.2 
percent, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) also shows 
the workforce 
participation rate still remained below 
pre-COVID levels in April. With more 
job openings in our economy (7.39 
million) than job seekers (7.2 million) 
we can’t just rely on people actively 
looking for work to meet the current 
needs of American employers. In order 
to help address this issue, the recon-
ciliation package requires able-bodied 
Medicaid recipients spend at least 20 
hours per week working, seeking work, 
receiving education, or doing commu-
nity service. This change to Medicaid 
mirrors existing requirements applied 
to federal cash welfare and SNAP 
(food stamps) in the 1990s, which were 
successful in both decreasing the cost 
of the program and ensuring more 
work-capable Americans entered the 
workforce.

This week I spoke with the CEO 
and Chairman of Pender, NE’s Blue 
Ox, a family-owned manufacturing 
operation marking 100 years of doing 
business and employing Nebraskans 
this year. He emphasized the resilience 
of Nebraska businesses which have the 
capacity to adjust to various factors 
in the marketplace and tax code. 
However, he said long-term stability 
in federal policy is needed to truly 
empower hard-working Americans to 
plan for the future. To unlock growth 
for small businesses, the House-passed 
reconciliation bill would increase the 
Section 179 small business equipment 
expensing threshold to $2.5 million 
and permanently raise the 199A pass-
through deduction to 23 percent. This 
provides tax relief and certainty for 
small businesses who create jobs for 62 
percent of our nation’s workforce. An-
other provision in the package, based 
on my American Investment in Manu-
facturing and Main Street Act, would 
ensure industries often required to 
take out loans to finance investments 
in facilities and equipment can deduct 
earnings before interest, tax, depreci-
ation, and amortization—a standard 
called EBITDA.

I recognize the importance of 
predictability in the tax code for our 
businesses and workers in the Third 
District, and I am committed to deliv-
ering the certainty needed to sustain 
robust economic growth. 

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

This week, I would like to outline 
my legislative accomplishments for 
this year. Bills passed this session 
include thirteen of the fifteen bills that 
I introduced in January. My legislation 
that made it across to the Governor’s 
desk includes:

LB7 which updates legislation I 
passed last year, LB1301 the For-
eign-owned Real Estate National Secu-
rity Act. LB7 clarifies that (1) Native 

American tribes 
are not foreign 
governments and 
are not barred 
from purchasing 
and owning real 
property in the 
state, (2) updates 
federal regula-
tions in Nebraska 
statute which 
clarifies that the 
Chinese Special 
Administrative 
Region of Macau 
is a restricted en-
tity, and (3) adds a 
requirement that 

the Legislature be notified of a suc-
cessful divestment action by the court;

LB43 which updates legislation 
passed last year, LB1370, to help safe-
guard electric facilities located near 
sensitive military installations, such 
as the panhandle missile silos. LB43 

My legislative
accomplishments

See DeKay, Page 5 ▶
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better ensures that equipment 
made by a foreign adversary 
cannot be installed during ini-
tial construction, maintenance 
or upgrades;

LB50 which reinstates the 
community colleges’ name-
plate capacity tax revenue that 
was unintentionally lost as a 
result of removing community 
colleges from levying property 
taxes which was done by the 
Legislature in 2023. 

Nameplate capacity taxes are 
paid by the owners of renewable 
energy facilities. 

The state’s community 
colleges received over $500,000 
in nameplate capacity taxes 
in 2023, the majority of which 
went to Northeast Community 
College. Northeast Community 
College’s service area includes 
all six counties in my legislative 
district;

LB91 and LB396 which 
remove redundant language in 
statute relating to Nebraska’s 
public power utilities;

LB184 which restricts the 
retail sale of flavored nitrous 
oxide products. 

These products are currently 

 ◀ FROM Page 4
DeKay

available in some vape stores, 
kratom dispensaries, and smoke 
shops in this state. 

These products have flavors 
and marketing that are aimed 
towards minors. 

No one is safe engaging in 
long-term inhalational abuse of 
nitrous oxide because it results 
in permanent nerve or brain 
damage. 

LB184 helps bring Nebraska 
more in line with the 44 other 
states that have enacted laws 
regulating nitrous oxide and 
other similar inhalants;

LB245 and LB394 which up-
dates the Nebraska Pure Food 
Act and the Weights and Mea-
sures Act to align state statutes 
with recent changes made in 
federal law; 

LB246 which prohibits the 
commercial sale and distribu-
tion of cultured protein prod-
ucts to consumers, would ban 
these synthetic proteins from 
being sold in Nebraska. 

Cultured protein products, 
sometimes called lab-grown 
meat or synthetic protein, are 
made by combining animal 
stem cells and other ingredients 
in bioreactors. 

of whom have supported three generations of the same families. 
“Each generation brings a new perspective on exercise and well-
ness. It’s been an incredible journey walking alongside them.” 
Swantek said.

In 2019, BCHC’s program was named Cardiac Rehab of the Year 
for the state of Nebraska—a recognition of excellence the team 
remains proud of.

Swantek closed with a message of gratitude: “To our patients 
who come rain or shine, snow or ice—you are the reason we keep 
showing up. You make us laugh, keep us grounded, and inspire us 
every day. Thank you for trusting us with your health.”

Following the speeches, guests enjoyed refreshments and cup-
cakes, a commemorative video, and tours of the rehab gym. The 
celebration reflected BCHC’s continued commitment to its mission 
and values: Dedicated. Caring. Here.

BCHC
 ◀ FROM Page 3

Student athletes from 
both of Elgin’s high schools 
were recognized for their 
achievements in the class-
room and extra-curricular 
activities.

The Nebraska School 
Activities Association 
announced the names of 
students earning the dis-
tinction of being named to 
Spring Academic-All State.

Pope John students rec-
ognized were Jovie Borer 
and Olivia Klein (Music)

Elgin Public students 
earning distinction were:

Dannyka Smidt and 
Creighton Harkins (Golf)

Samantha Durre and 
Emma Kinney (Music)

Jarek Erickson, Trey 
Rittscher, Gemma Miller 
and Kayton Zwingman 
(Track)

Academic All-State rec-
ognition is given out three 
times during the school 
year (Fall, Winter and 
Spring).

Academic
All-State
selections

announced

LB246 would not impact 
the sale and distribution of 
plant-based protein alternative 
products. 

My intent with this bill is to 
address public safety concerns 
and help preserve Nebraska’s 
cultural identity as an agricul-
tural state. 

I appreciated the collabo-
ration of my colleagues and 
the Governor’s office and am 
pleased this measure passed 
this year; and

LB395 which closes a loophole 
which allowed prohibited juve-
niles with sealed records from 
being able to purchase firearms 
or firearm-related permits; 

Meanwhile, my priority bill 
for this year was LB437, a bill 
introduced by Senator Merv 
Riepe to repeal the certificate of 
need requirement for nursing 
homes. Certificate of Need, or 
CON, laws are state regulations 
requiring healthcare providers 
to obtain permission before 
opening or expanding services 
or facilities. 

I was spurred to prioritize 
this bill after I was contacted 
by the Village of Butte in Boyd 
County which faced obstacles in 
obtaining the required licensed 
beds necessary to try and keep 
their nursing home facility 
open under Nebraska’s existing 
CON law. 

Prioritizing LB437 was help-
ful in getting the key stakehold-
ers to the table, and thankfully 
Butte now has a path forward 
after the City of Laurel gener-
ously transferred 36 licensed 
nursing home beds to Butte. 

Nonetheless, the obstacles 
Butte initially faced when 
encountering Nebraska’s CON 
law would still exist for other 
places in this state, so I have an 
interim study LR180 to look at 
the reforms needed to help open 
new and retain existing nursing 
home facilities in rural parts of 
the state.

Finally, I worked with my col-
leagues to preserve $55 million 
for the projects proposed by 
the Legislature’s STARWARS 
initiative. 

Relevant to Northeast Ne-
braska, $37 million will be al-
located to expand the Weigand 
Marina at Lewis and Clark 
Lake. 

My bill LB480 that also 
passed this year will allow any 
remaining funds to be poten-

tially spent at Niobrara State 
Park for various improvements, 
such as potentially moving the 
office closer to the park en-
trance. 

STAR WARS is set to be a 
transformational investment 
into the recreational and eco-
nomic development opportuni-
ties in Northeast Nebraska. 

Now that the Legislature is 
adjourned, I will be spending 
more time back in Niobrara. 
During the interim, I will try to 
get around the district as much 
as possible. 

I will still travel to Lincoln 
periodically for meetings and 
office work. If I am not in 
Lincoln, my staff will be able to 
assist you. 

Feel free to call my Capitol of-
fice anytime at (402) 471-2801 or 
email me at bdekay@leg.ne.gov. 
My mailing address is: Senator 
Barry DeKay, District #40, P.O. 
Box 94604, State Capitol, Lin-
coln, NE 68509.







Wednesday, June 18, 2025 Page 8

PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JUNE 9, 2025 MEETING
THE BARTLETT VILLAGE BOARD

NOTICE OF MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

NOTICE OF MEETING COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AS A COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold a County Board of Equaliza-
tion meeting in the Commission-
er’s Meeting Room in the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex, Neligh, 
Nebraska on July 3rd, 2025 begin-
ning at 9:00 AM, for the purpose 
of deciding motor vehicle exemp-
tions, accepting over-under report, 
approving tax roll corrections, and 
reviewing and deciding written 
protests filed pursuant to sec-
tions 77-1502 to 77-1507 pertaining 
to the assessment value of their 

property; and various other items 
which may become necessary to 
act upon.  The meeting is open to 
the public. Protest hearings will 
be scheduled at 10-minute inter-
vals, allowing a couple of minutes 
between each hearing.  If need-
ed, protest hearings may continue 
Monday, July 7th, 2025, starting at 
9:00 AM.

An agenda, kept continuously 
current, is available for public in-
spection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s Office and may be modified 
at such meeting to include items 
of an emergency nature pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF BARTLETT
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

9 JUNE 2025
The Village of Bartlett board 

meeting was called to order at 7:02 
p.m. on June 9, 2025. The meeting 
met at the Village Office, 425 Ran-
dolph St.  The meeting was called 
to order by Chairman Williamson.  
The members present were Wil-
liamson, Plugge and Nordhues. 
Also present: Jerry Koinzan, Rick 
Custard, Teresa Swick and Emma 
Smith, village clerk.  Notice of the 
meeting was given in advance by 
posting at:  Bartlett Post Office, 
WeMart, and Village Office. Chair-
man Williamson proclaimed the 
meetings to be a legal meeting 
and acknowledged that the Open 
Meetings Act was posted in the 
meeting room. 

MINUTES:  It was moved by 
Nordhues, seconded by Plugge to 
approve the May 12, 2025, regular 
meeting minutes as written. Roll 
call vote:  Yes—Nordhues, Plugge 
and Williamson.  No:  None.  Ab-
sent: Tetschner and Einspahr.  Ab-
stained:  None.  Motion Carried.  

STREETS:  Jerry Koinzan ap-
proached the board about the low 
hanging trees over the road toward 
the east end of commercial street. 
He is going to cut them where 
they are very low. The board also 
discussed getting more materials 
to fix potholes in certain parts of 
town.

WATER: A sanitary survey needs 
to be done for the town. Something 
will be mailed to each resident re-
garding this matter. The board will 
be getting information regarding 
a grant for a chlorine pump in the 
pump house. Trustee Tetschner ar-

rived at 7:15 pm.
SEWER: A chemical has been 

ordered to spray around the la-
goon. The board discussed putting 
more holes in the pipe to dump 
chemicals in at the pump station, 
so it takes a shorter amount of 
time. Trustee Einspahr arrived at 
7:22 pm.

KENO:  Was discussed.
USER FEES:  Were discussed. 
MAY CLAIMS:  It was moved by 

Einspahr, seconded by Tetschner 
to pay all claims except those to 
Mark Nordhues for Professional 
fees of $300. Roll call vote:  Yes—
Einspahr, Nordhues, Tetschner, 
Plugge and Williamson.  No:  None.  
Absent: None.  Abstained:  None.  
Motion Carried.  

GENERAL: Internal Revenue 
Service, Payroll Taxes, $57.62; Ne-
braska Northeast Telephone Com-
pany Internet, telephone, $132.91; 
Rick Custard, Streets, mowing, 
cleanup, trimming, $760.00; Plug-
ge’s Rod Shop, Mower repair, 
$92.70; Elgin Review, Newspaper 
printing, $64.15; Spalding Farm 
& Home, Shop & park supplies, 
$236.94; Wheeler Central Schools, 
Bronco Buzz, $50.00; CNEDD, 
Community membership, $174.40; J 
& J Sanitation, Dumpster, $485.80; 
L & L Sanitation, Garbage pick-
up, $1,742.00; Sherry Tetschner, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Mark Nordhues, Board Member 
Expense, $50.00; Kurt Einspahr, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Scott Plugge, Board Member Ex-
pense, $50.00; Dan Williamson, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Emma Smith, Salary, $376.67

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES: 

$4,423.19
TOTAL KENO EXPENSES: $0.00
TOTAL SEWER EXPENSES: 

$0.00
STREETS: Cornerstone Bank, 

Paydown line of credit, $70,000.00; 
Central Economic Development 
District, Grant management, 
$7,820.00; WeMart, Gas, $79.66

TOTAL STEET EXPENSES: 
$77,899.66

WATER: Mark Nordhues, Pro-
fessional Fee, $300.00

TOTAL WATER EXPENSES: 
$300.00

GRAND TOTAL OF EXPENDI-
TURES: $82,622.85

It was moved by Plugge, sec-
onded by Einspahr to pay Mark 
Nordhues’ claim.  Roll call vote:  
Yes—Williamson, Tetschner, Plug-
ge and Einspahr.  No:  None.  Ab-
sent: None.  Abstained:  Nordhues.  
Motion carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS: It was 
moved by Nordhues, seconded by 
Einspahr to approve the opening of 
an additional account for the village 
of Bartlett at Cornerstone Bank 
with the purpose of using for the 
CCCFF Grant proceeds and dis-
bursements. Roll call vote:  Yes—
Einspahr, Nordhues, Tetschner, 
Plugge and Williamson.  No:  None.  
Absent: None.  Abstained:  None.  
Motion Carried.

The board continues to look into 
grants for the sirens.

Teresa Swick approached the 
board about a parade in Bartlett 
to kick off fair week on Tuesday, 
July 29th in honor of the 100th an-
niversary. They are hoping to start 
the parade at 6 pm. The board was 
very excited for this and were all in 

favor of it.
It was moved by Plugge, second-

ed by Nordhues to close the home 
improvement checking and saving 
accounts at Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank and move the money 
to the general checking account. 
Roll call vote:  Yes—Einspahr, Nor-
dhues, Tetschner, Plugge and Wil-
liamson.  No:  None.  Absent: None.  
Abstained:  None.  Motion Carried.

The board spent time dis-
cussing the covered park area, 
and it’s damage. A quote was re-
ceived from someone by Burwell 
for $3690 to fix the cement block 
walls. The board will look for an-
other quote and discuss the pos-
sibility of tearing the whole thing 
down and building a new covered 
area. It was moved by Einspahr, 
seconded by Tetschner to table 
this discussion until more informa-
tion is gathered by the next meet-
ing. Roll call vote:  Yes—Einspahr, 
Nordhues, Tetschner, Plugge and 
Williamson.  No:  None.  Absent: 
None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion 
Carried.

It was moved by Plugge, sec-
onded by Nordhues to purchase a 
push mower for the village. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Einspahr, Nordhues, 
Tetschner, Plugge and Williamson.  
No:  None.  Absent: None.  Ab-
stained:  None.  Motion Carried.

There being no other business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 
p.m.

The next regular meeting will 
be Monday, July 14th, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m.

Dated this 9th day of June 2025.         
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE JUNE 11, 2025 MEETING
THE DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD
Regular Meeting
EPS Board Room

June 11, 2025, 6:30 PM
  President Lisa Welding called 

the regular monthly meeting to or-
der at 6:30 p.m.  Board members 
present were Eric Beckman, Steve 
Busteed, Todd Heithoff and Ron 
Bode.  Also present was Superin-
tendent Mike Brockhaus and Prin-
cipal Greg Wemhoff.    

Todd Heithoff motioned, and 
Steve Busteed second to excuse 
Luke Hinkle from the meeting. Vote 
5-0, motion carried.

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice Pol-
icy #204.07. Posting was done on 
the High School building window 
and post office bulletin board.

Todd Heithoff motioned and Eric 
Beckman second to approve the 
Consent Agenda: #4 – Board Bills, 
#5- Minutes of Previous Meeting, 
#6- Adopt the Agenda, #7- Finan-
cial Report. Vote 4-0, motion car-
ried.

Amazon, $2,404.31; AppCen-
tri, Instru Expense, $150.00; Ap-
peara, Maintenance, $391.90; 
Applied Connective Technolo-
gies, Business Expense, $156.00; 
Bishop Business, Business Ex-
pense, $128.41; Black Hills Energy, 
Maintenance, $742.51; Bomgaars, 
Maintenance, $162.90; BrainPOP, 
Instru Expense, $3,600.00; Car-
hart Lumber, Maintenance, $65.97; 
COR Therapeutic, Instru Expense, 
$1,700.00; Cordell’s ATV Repair, 
Transportation, $69.95; Corner 
Service & Tire, Transportation, 
$304.00; Crowne Plaza, CTE Grant, 
$319.90; Curriculum Associates, 
Instru Expense, $376.32; Dean’s 
Market, Instru Expense, $197.35, 
maintenance, $44.90’ Discount 
School Supplies, Instru Expense, 
$130.17; Eakes, Maintenance, 
$270.22; ESU #7, Instru Expense, 
$96.00; ESU #8, Instru Expense, 
$31.50; Elgin One Stop, Transpor-
tation, $2,699.12; Elgin Hardware, 
Maintenance, $216.36, Instru Ex-
pense, $140.92; EPS Activity Fund, 
Instru Expense, $60.00; Elgin Re-
view, Board Expense, $445.69; 
Elkhorn RPPD, Maintenance, 
$2,776.47; GO Physical Therapy, 
SpEd Expense, $4,049.15; Great 
America Financial Svcs, business 
Expense, $2,066.95; Great Plains 
Communication, business Ex-
pense, $344.32; Island Supply, In-
stru Expense, $148.80; Jo’s Classic 
Catering, Board Expense, $680.00; 
JW Pepper, Instru Expense, $177.77; 
KSB School Law, Admin Expense, 

$115.50; Lichtenberg Tire, Trans-
portation, $87.21; Literacy Re-
sources, Instru Expense, $254.24; 
Mid-American Research Chem-
icals, maintenance, $1,147.98; 
Nationwide, Business Expense, 
$100.00; Music & Arts, Instru Ex-
pense, $85.04; Notable Inc., Instru 
Expense, $729.00; Northeast NE 
Regional Deaf Ed, SpEd Expense, 
$250.00; Olson’s Pest Technicians, 
Maintenance, $144.00; Onesource, 
Business Expense, $86.00; Plan-
book, Instru Expense, $252.00; 
Really Good Stuff, Instru Expense, 
$186.35; Protex Central, Mainte-
nance, $515.00; School Specialty, 
Instru Expense, $1,870.25; Soft-
ware Unlimited, Business Expense, 
$1,300.00; Speed Services, Main-
tenance, $122.50; Sterling Com-
puters, Instru Expense, $2,704.26; 
Studies Weekly, Instru Expense, 
$112.93; Teacher Direct, Instru 
Expense, $213.36; TMS, Busi-
ness Expense, $64.89; US Bank, 
$4,320.70; Verizon Wireless, Busi-
ness Expense, $65.10; Virco, Instru 
Expense, $940.68; Voyager Sopris, 
Instru Expense, $1,380.30; Wage-
Works, Instru Expense, $139.25; 
Wells Fargo, Business Expense, 
$71.34; Wheeler Central, HAL Ex-
pense, $120.00; Winners’ Circle, 
Board Expense, $378.22; Zan-
er-Bloser, Instru Expense, $196.68 

Total Board Bills: $43,100.64 
Payroll: $264,579.25 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$307,679.89 
President Welding recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments. 

There were no committee re-
ports.

Principal Greg Wemhoff provid-
ed an update on the activities that 
happened at the concluding of the 
school year.

Supt. Brockhaus also gave an 
update on budget and an update 
on our fire inspection from the fire 
company, Protex. Also reported 
that the gym, high school and el-
ementary building roofs were re-
cently inspected and all are in ex-
cellent condition.  

In action items, Beckman mo-
tioned, Ron Bode seconded to 
approve the first reading of NASB 
recommended policies 502.01 Res-
ident Students; 502.02 Non-Resi-
dent Students/Option Enrollment; 
504.06 Student Dress Code and 
Grooming; 504.12 Cell Phones and 
Other Electronic Communication 
Devices; 506.01 Student Activity 
Eligibility; 506.10 Student Physicals 
for Athletics; 604.16 Behavioral In-
tervention and Classroom Man-
agement;604.16R1 NDE Standards 
for System of Supports; 604.17 
Use of Artificial Intelligence in the 
School; 605.05 Religious-Based 

Exclusion from a School Program; 
1005.03 Parental and Family In-
volvement in the Schools; 1005.13 
Parental Access to Library Materi-
als. Vote 5-0, motion carried. 

Beckman motioned, Busteed 
seconded to approve the second 
reading of Policy 413.06 Para to 
Teacher Program. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Bode motioned, Heithoff sec-
onded to approve Elgin Public 
Schools 2025-2026 Emergency 
Operations Plan as presented. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried. 

In other action items, Heithoff 
motioned, and Beckman seconded 
to approve the new reading pro-
gram from Amplify for the next six 
years for $45,514.00. Vote 5-0, mo-
tion carried. 

Welding motioned to approve 
the bid from CedarView Carpen-
try for the new Spanish classroom 
cabinets for $4675.00. Seconded 
by Bode. Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Busteed motioned, Heithoff 
seconded to approve the bid from 
Mike Schmitt construction for 
$33,060.39 for replacement of the 
east exterior double doors by the 
music hallway, east wash bay exte-
rior door, and both south and east 
exterior shop doors. Vote 5-0, mo-
tion carried.
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Motion was made by Busteed, 
seconded by Heithoff to approve 
the Technology Service Plan with 
Applied Connective for $28,884.00 
for the first year. Vote 4-0, Eric ab-
stained. Motion carried. 

No motion was made on meal 
prices. 

In Discussion items, the prelim-
inary budget was reviewed & dis-
cussion was held teaching assign-
ments. 

Motion by Bode, seconded by 
Busteed to adjourn the meeting.  
Vote 5-0, motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  The board 
retreat began at 8:00p.m.  and ad-
journed at 9:15p.m. Discussion was 
held on board goals, facilities, and 
future updates.  The budget was 
also discussed.  No action was tak-
en.

The next regular meeting will be 
held on July 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Board Room at Elgin Public 
School.  

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
-This is a draft copy and does not 

become official Elgin Public Board 
minutes until approved at the next 
regular or advertised meeting.
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
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ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska
June 10th, 2025

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda. 
Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AKRS ex 2,550.00; 

AMAZON CAPITAL SVCS ex 
143.60; AMERITAS ins 21,213.51; 
APPEARA ex 34.22; APPLIED 
CONN TECH ex 7,346.22; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 351.00; BLACK-
BURN MFG ex 47.20; BCBS ins 
71,266.40; BOYD’S ELECTRICAL 
SVC ex 657.05; CASEYS ex 100.64; 
CITY OF NELIGH ut 2,190.23; CITY 
OF NELIGH-RECY ut 1,000.00; 
CLEARFLY ut 159.00; CLERK 
OF THE DIST COURT ex 36.00; 
COLDTYPE PUB ex 463.29; JU-
DITH COLE ps 10.00; CUBBYS 
ex 158.99; DAS STATE ACCTG ex 
537.60; DOUGLAS CO SHRF ex 
22.61; DUSTYS ex 441.81; EAKES ex 
208.51; ELGIN REVIEW ex 554.94; 
ELITE COURT REPORTING SVC 
ex 197.60; ELITE OFC PRODS ex 
5,325.61; FED W/H tax 12,710.67; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS ins 
6,527.46; GREAT PLAINS COMMS 
ut 309.32; GT DISTRIBUTORS ex 
433.77; DARRELL HAMILTON ps 
11.00; JACKS UNIFORMS & EQUIP 
ex 31.35; JONES AUTOMOTIVE 
ex 1,789.99; KAYTON INTERNATL 
ex 613.85; KLEIN LAW OFC ex 
570.00; KOINZAN ENT ex 332.88; 
BROOKE KUMM ex 14.99; LAWNS 
R US ex 721.00; LIBERTY NATL 
ins 87.19; LOFFLER CO ex 690.24; 
MADISON CO TREAS ex 11,551.80; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 128.84; 
MAXIMUS CONSULTING SVCS 
ex 375.56; MICROFILM IMAG-
ING SYSTEMS ex 122.00; MID-
WEST RADAR & EQUIP ex 320.00; 
DUANE MILLER ps 12.00; MIPS ex 
3,543.62; ANGELA MORTENSEN 
ex 220.00; NACO ex 2,572.68; 
NATL INS SVC ins 58.50; NEBR 
DEPT OF REV tax 6,050.78; NEBR 
HEALTH & HUMAN SVCS ex 75.00; 
NSA & POAN CONF ex 200.00; 
NEBR WEED CONTROL ASSN ex 
150.00; NIRMA ex 109,385.00; VSP 
- NACO VISION ex 507.67; NCPPD 
ex 65.00; NECC ex 55.00; NORTH-
EAST  NEBR HEATING AND AIR 
ex 16,353.00; NORTHEAST NEBR 
JUVENILE ex 3,050.00; O’NEILL 
SHOPPER ex 90.63; OLD MILL 
SALES ex 225.95; PAMELA SLAY-
MAKER ex 80.00; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 45.00; PITNEY BOWES 
LEASE ex 864.18; PITZER DIGITAL 
ex 613.89; PROTEX CENTRAL ex 
185.00; QUILL CORP ex 402.80; 
JANICE RIDDER ps 10.00; SANNE 
REPAIR ex 3,275.00; SCHNEIDER 
GEOSPATIAL ex 16,596.00; CARO-
LINE SIEMS ps 25.00; WEX BANK 
ex 1,016.22; SOC SEC 28,704.00; 
STEALTH BROADBAND ut 
1,137.68; CHUCK THIEMANN ex 
80.00; THRIFTWAY ex 53.39; UNIV 
OF NEBR-LINCOLN ex 719.40; US 
CELL ut 644.63; WASHINGTON 
NATL INS CO ins 285.92; WOODS 
AITKEN ex 438.00; 319 GRAPH-
ICS ex 141.00; PINNACLE BANK ex 
795.86; CUBBYS ex 1,258.92; CAR-
NEY LAW ex 3,818.00; ANTELOPE 
CO TREAS ex 500,000.00; PAY-
ROLL: 145,859.50;

Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 764.53; 
AMERITAS ins 14,103.99; AMH 
ex 38.00; APPEARA ex 100.00; 
FIRSTNET ut 140.20; ATCO INTER-
NATL ex 442.80; BAR U FARMS ex 
645.12; BAUER BUILT ex 481.75; 
BAZILE AGGREGATE ex 7,999.49; 
BECKMAN LUMBER ex 335.20; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY ut 514.55; 
BLACKSTRAP TRAILER REPAIR 
ex 159.60; BCBS ins 44,009.47; 
BOMGAARS ex 2,256.34; BOONE 
CO HEALTH CNTR ex 110.00; CAR-
HART LUMBER ex 44.99; CAR-
QUEST ex 1,803.93; CINTAS ex 
32.19; CITY OF NELIGH ut 12.00; 
CITY OF TILDEN ut 69.71; CON-
STELLATION ut 365.77; CORNER 
HARDWARE ex 39.98; CREDIT 
MNGT SVCS garn 490.16; CUB-
BYS ex 574.77; DUSTYS ex 164.65; 
ELGIN ONE STOP ex 131.84; ERP-
PD ut 519.68; EMME SAND & 
GRAVEL ex 5,412.43; FARMERS 
PRIDE ex 23,134.01; FED W/H tax 
10,160.23; FIRST CONCORD BEN-
EFITS ins 2,795.51; FRONTIER ut 

637.35; GREAT PLAINS COM-
MS ut 312.83; GRUBB GRIND-
ING ex 1,387.50; ISLAND SUPPLY 
WELDING ex 228.16; JJ KELLER 
& ASSOC ex 316.31; JEBRO ex 
9,308.45; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP ex 35,446.50; JONNY 
DODGE ex 1,628.78; KAYTON IN-
TERNATL ex 739.28; LAWSON 
PRODS ex 452.49; LAZY T TIRE 
ex 1,781.76; LIBERTY NATL ins 
154.27; LICHTENBERG TIRE ex 
1,365.93; MADISON NATL LIFE ins 
56.86; MATTEO SAND & GRAV-
EL ex 2,468.20; MEDICAL ENT ex 
36.00; MESCHERS AUTO BODY ex 
130.00; MIDWEST COATINGS ex 
38,365.92; MURPHY TRACTOR ex 
1,421.89; NATL INS SVC ins 56.75; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 4,352.00; 
NPPD ut 180.82; NELIGH AUTO 
& MACHINE ex 762.70; NEL-
IGH CLINIC ex 168.00; NIRMA ex 
104,702.00; VSP - NACO VISION 
ins 312.07; NMC EXCHANGE ex 
1,611.07; NCPPD ut 183.08; NORTH 
CONSTRUCTION ex 27,000.00; 
NNTC ut 79.29; POLLOCK REDI 
MIX ex 4,178.79; QUICK SERVE OIL 
ex 241.20; RAZOR TRACKING ex 
1,173.54; RDO TRUCK CENTERS 
ex 121.42; ROYAL ONE STOP ex 
511.90; SAPP BROTHER PETRO 
ex 1,892.21; WEX BANK ex 585.98; 
SOC SEC 20,000.50; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 95.60; MARV 
THIEMAN ex 160.00; THRASH-
ER FOUNDATION REPAIR ex 
23,050.77; VILLAGE OF BRUNS-
WICK ut 54.50; VILLAGE OF 
CLEARWATER ut 75.50; VILLAGE 
OF ORCHARD ut 82.80; WASH-
INGTON NATL INS CO ins 99.60; 
WESTERN OIL II ex 331.61; WIL-
LIES SVC ex 43.47; 319 GRAPHICS 
ex 186.00; PAYROLL 99,887.48;

County Visitor Promotion: 
NELIGH COMMUNITY CENTER ex 
350.00; NELIGH MILLS HISTORI-
CAL SITE ex 112.50; 

County Visitor Improvement: 
ORCHARD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ex 1,750.00; 

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
349.80;

Law Enforcement: AKRS ex 
2,550.00; BLACK HILLS ENERGY 
ut 345.48; BOMGAARS ex 99.21; 
CASH-WA DISTR ex 1,627.13; CITY 
OF NELIGH ut 2,102.96; CULLI-
GAN ex 167.25; APRIL CURTISS ex 
263.00; HILAND DAIRY ex 414.72; 
LOU’S GLOVES ex 1,401.00; MID-
WEST RESTAURANT SUPPLY ex 
691.63; THE STATION ex 1,399.56; 
U-SAVE PHARMACY ex 1,749.46; 
PINNACLE BANK ex 29.34;

Commissary: CASH-WA DIS-
TRIBUTING ex 547.12; CHARM-
TEX ex 1,034.80; NEBR POPCORN 
SALES ex 99.00; PINNACLE BANK 
ex 352.76; CUBBYS ex 119.94.

Approved minutes of the June 
3rd Board of Commissioner Meet-
ing.

Public comments. Correspon-
dence was reviewed. Sheriffs Fee 
Report, Treasures Fund Balance, 
Treasurer’s Miscellaneous Reve-
nue Report, Treasurers Sweep Ac-
count Statement, Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court Report, Imprest pledge 
collateral report.

Zoning Administrator report 
was heard. Approved administra-
tive plat. The permit report was 
presented.

Authorized Weed Department to 
proceed with grant reimbursement 
application.

Approved one improvement 
grant and two (2) promotional 
grants.

Three (3) appointments made to 
Antelope County Visitor Commit-
tee.

Discussed new dispatch radio 
system purchase and agreed to 
proceed.

Road Superintendent Report.  
Approved five (5) oversize per-
mits. Awarded bridge match proj-
ects (Royal North and Brunswick 
Northwest).  Approved contractors 
application for payment – bridge 
removal. 

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
 CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION

Neligh, Nebraska
June 10, 2025

Neligh, Nebraska
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved one (1) tax roll correc-
tion.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
ZNEZ
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Chambers/Wheeler Central students who competed last week at the Nebraska State High School Rodeo in Valentine were Garret Renner, Parker Freouf, 
Sydney Barlow, Hayes Pokorny, and Trey Blackmore.

Photo courtesy of Wheeler Central School

CWC represented at NSHCR in Valentine

NOTICE TO LANDOWNERS 
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TO: All Antelope County Land-
owners

Referencing Nebraska State 
Statutes 39-301, 39-302, 39-1811, 
39-1812, and 39-1813.

You are informed that the Ante-
lope County Board of Commission-
ers adopted the following resolu-
tion at their April 13th, 2021 board 
meeting: 

WHEREAS, in 2008 the Ante-
lope County Board of Supervisors 
passed a resolution regarding 
obstructions in Antelope County 
Road rights of way, it is the Ante-
lope County Board of Commission-
ers intention to update said resolu-
tion; and 

WHEREAS the Antelope Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners has 
received evidence that unautho-
rized fences, crops, trees, shrubs, 
weeds, tall grass, berms, trash, 
equipment and other obstructions 
placed within the public rights-of-
way maintained by Antelope Coun-
ty cause hazards that endanger 
motorists, County employees, and 
County equipment, and interfere 
with the proper maintenance of the 
roadway, especially during road 
maintenance, construction, and 
snow removal operations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that Antelope County 
shall, after first giving reasonable 
notice to the affected landowner, 
exercise its right to remove haz-
ards from the public rights-of-way 
except that no notice shall need to 
be given during snow removal op-

erations or emergency operations; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road De-
partment employees shall identify 
and document such hazards, shall 
provide ten days written notice to 
any affected landowner to remove 
the hazards from the right-of-way, 
and, if such hazards remain with-
in the right-of-way ten days after 
Antelope County gives such notice 
to any affected landowner, shall 
remove the hazards, returning all 
salvaged materials to the affected 
landowner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road De-
partment employees shall invoice 
the costs of the removal of the 
hazards to the affected landowner, 
including the cost of labor and ma-
chine use.

Dated this 13th day of April, 2021.
You are further notified that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
intends that the above resolution 
shall be enforced, and that any per-
son may make a proper complaint 
regarding a violation of the above 
resolution to the Commissioner(s) 
or Road Superintendent.

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

39-302 Roads; sprinkler irri-
gation system; restrictions; viola-
tions; penalty.

A sprinkler irrigation system 
which due to location or design 
diverts, or is capable of diverting, 
water onto or across a public road 
so as to saturate, wash, or impair 
the maintenance, construction, or 
pass ability of such public road or 
allows water to accumulate on the 
roadway or traveled surface of the 
public road shall be equipped with 
a device which will automatically 
shut off the end gun of the irrigation 
system causing such diversion or 
accumulation of water. Any person 
who fails to comply with this sec-
tion shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be guilty of a Class IV misdemean-
or, except that section 39-301 shall 
be controlling with respect to me-
chanical malfunctions and normal 
weather conditions.

39-1811 Weeds; mowing; duty of 
landowner; neglect of duty; obliga-
tion of county board; cost; assess-
ment and collection.

(1) It shall be the duty of the 
landowners in this state to mow all 
weeds that can be mowed with the 
ordinary farm mower to the middle 
of all public roads and drainage 
ditches running along their lands 
at least twice each year, namely, 
sometime in July for the first time 
and sometime in September for the 
second time.
PUBLISH: June 18, 2025
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Read the Public Notices to stay informed!

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabil-

ity company: Schiltmeyer Farms, 
L.L.C. The address of the desig-
nated office is: 52136 835 Road, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. The name 
and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 
company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on June 12, 2025, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are 
to be conducted by the members 
under an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

Schiltmeyer Farms, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: June 18, 25 & July 2, 
2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF 
ORGANIZATION

SCHILTMEYER FARMS, 
L.L.C.

Shop at Home!

bring some “energy back” to the seat.
“I like active and present representation,” Huebner said, “I don’t 

feel like we have that right now from the incumbent.” 
Huebner said Smith lacks a background in agriculture, and the 

district wants someone with that background who can advocate for 
rural issues. 

He said the issues potential voters have brought up so far are the 
need for increased border security and improving the agricultural 
economy.

Huebner acknowledges he’s an underdog but said he wants to 
give voters a choice.

“I’m getting out, meeting people … finding out what’s important 
to them,” Huebner said. “Life is very different in western rural Ne-
braska than it is in D.C. It’s very easy to get out of touch up there.”  

Smith, from Gering, has represented the district since 2007. 
Before Congress, Smith served in the Legislature from 1999 to 

2007. He is on the House Ways and Means Committee, which is 
Congress’s chief tax-writing committee. 

The 3rd District includes central and western Nebraska and 
much of the state’s northeastern and southeastern edges. It’s one of 
the nation’s most conservative congressional districts by political 
party registration advantage and voting record. Registered Re-
publicans outnumber Democrats in the district by 197,650 voters, 
according to data maintained by the Nebraska Secretary of State’s 
Office. 

Smith having a GOP primary opponent is nothing new. He has 
had at least one primary opponent in every election since 2018 and 
has never gotten less than 65% of the GOP primary vote. In 2018, he 
faced three Republican opponents, including current State Board 
of Education member Kirk Penner. Smith faced four GOP challeng-
ers in 2020.

Huebner said he differs from previous Smith opponents because 
he is an active agricultural producer growing hay and raising 
Black Angus cattle. 

A Smith campaign spokesperson said the congressman is a 
“proven and trusted conservative fighting for Nebraskans along-
side President [Donald] Trump,” focusing on issues such as border 
security and making the Trump tax cuts permanent.

“Adrian has a conservative record that reflects the priorities 
of Nebraska’s Third District,” said Chris Peterson, speaking for 
Smith’s campaign

Democrat Becky Lynn Stille has also filed to run to represent 
District #3 residents.

The Nebraska Examiner
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Huebner

LINCOLN — Gov. Jim Pillen isn’t 
wavering from his goal to secure more 
property tax relief for Nebraskans, 
and he’s not significantly modifying 
his strategy of pushing for a broadened 
sales tax to pay for it after a similar 
approach failed a third straight time.

Pillen said he will keep the conver-
sation alive for state government to 
take on the annual operational funding 
of all of Nebraska’s 245 public school 
districts, but not to run them. Local 
school boards would retain property 
tax authority for bonds and construc-
tion projects, for example, a route that 
Pillen said would require decreased 
state spending on other budget priori-
ties and a broadened sales tax base.

“We’re going to be bold and coura-
geous and work hard to get 33 votes to 

get there,” Pillen said in a post-session 
interview with the Nebraska Exam-
iner, noting the legislative threshold 
needed to overcome an anticipated 
filibuster.

The governor’s approach mirrors 
the shift the Legislature approved in 
2023 that moved community colleges 
largely off the property tax rolls and 
onto income and sales taxes. The move 
led to a property tax decrease of $6 mil-
lion last year after two years of nearly 
$300 million annual increases. Local 
governments annually collect about 
$5.3 billion in property taxes.

All property taxes are locally as-
sessed and collected, and the state has 
created tax credits to offset those costs, 
which were greatly expanded in 2020.

Freshman State Sen. Tanya Storer 

of Whitman, a rural Republican, has 
argued the tax credits are “feeding the 
demon” of increased local spending 
over time and taking away account-
ability from local taxing authorities. 
She previously served as a Cherry 
County commissioner.

This April, Pillen pledged to keep 
property taxes flat after this year’s 
special session, saying the work would 
be done, “not a shadow of a doubt.” But 
he fell at least $100 million short of 
what it would have taken to accomplish 
that goal in the face of a major project-
ed budget deficit.

This spring was the third time a 
sales tax push had failed in the most 
recent legislative sessions. All three 
times, a handful of Republicans joined 
most Democrats to oppose the changes.

In spring 2024, lawmakers aban-
doned an initial across-the-board sales 
tax rate increase and then withdrew a 
push to apply sales taxes to some cur-
rently tax-exempt goods or services.

In summer 2024, lawmakers came 
back for a rare special session dedi-
cated to property tax relief but didn’t 
repeal a single sales tax exemption in 
the face of opposition.

In spring 2025, lawmakers found 
too little support for removing a single 
sales tax exemption.

That means property taxes will 
increase when assessed this December, 
Pillen acknowledged.

Services currently exempt from 
sales taxes that have been considered 
for taxing include lobbying, marketing, 
dating services, swimming pool clean-

ing or maintenance and limousine 
services.

One silver lining for property tax-
payers this session was the formation 
of a School Financing Review Com-
mission for long-term school funding 
reform, which could lead to future 
reform proposals.

While lawmakers have the ultimate 
say on new legislation, Pillen has made 
property taxes a defining issue of his 
tenure. He’s taken his pitch to Nebras-
ka communities and has been blunt.

In mid-2024, Pillen hosted 26 proper-
ty tax community forums from Scotts-
bluff to Auburn. He also organized a 
group of 17 lawmakers for an informal 
working group on property taxes, more 
than one-third of the Legislature.

The Nebraska Examiner

Pillen remains committed to securing more property tax relief for Nebraskans
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ELGIN — Is there such a 
thing as too much of a good 
thing? Or, is there such a thing 
as too little of a bad thing?

It’s Thursday morning and 
here we are, pounding the key-
board to begin another issue of 
your favorite newspaper.

It’s the morning after. Three 
days of a celebration behind 
us and there are still two more 
days of work to accomplish 
before the weekend.

I’m still not totally convinced 
having a community celebra-
tion in the middle of the week is 
a good thing or not. But, I have 
to believe what my eyes see and 
my ears hear.

After several years of lesser 
numbers, I thought this year’s 
celebration was up in the num-
ber of participants.

Most notably, it was great 
seeing all the people at the 
carnival.

Kudos to the Elgin Communi-

ty Club/Chamber of Commerce 
for making the decision to make 
all the rides free to the public.

Edgar Winter did the same 
thing with the song ‘Free Ride’ 
back in the 70s. Now that guy 
was a character, long white 
hair, kinda looked like an 
albino. Haven’t heard any of his 
music in awhile, probably in the 
rock’n roll nursing home won-
dering why his hearing aides 
don’t work.

Back to the carnival. Lots of 
rides, something for every age 
group from the little ones to the 
teenagers. I even saw families 
going down the slide together.

Visiting with a few of my con-
temporaries, we shared stories 
about carnival rides from the 
past which didn’t end well. The 
human body isn’t meant to be 
shaken and stirred, especially 
after consuming hot dogs, pop 
corn, soda pop and cotton candy 
(not necessarily in that order).

That’s why, to this day, I stay 
away from the $10 funnel cakes 
and carnival rides that have me 
upside down more than right 
side up - not good for my health 
nor my wallet.

I’ve heard stories about past 
carnivals where stomachs have 
gone queasy from too much 
motion. One son or daughter 
having an issue, but imagine 
the horror when that number 
multiplies.

You can see it a mile away, 
but you don’t want to see it up 
close.

Hey parents, if you know 
it’s going to be a problem, pack 
some wipes, have the kids wear 
last year’s ball shirt and an 
old pair of shoes. Adults might 
want to think about the shoes, 
but, most importantly, watch 

where you 
step.

Kids 
never forget 
bad things 
like that, 
to the point 
that I was 
told two 
brothers 
informed 
mom they 
weren’t 
going near 
the ‘Silver 
Bullet’ ride 
ever again.

Enough 
about the carnival. The pool 
party associated with Vetch 
Days was as popular as ever, 
maybe more so with the first 
hot days of June.

There’s a maximum capac-
ity for the pool and the staff 
makes sure it doesn’t exceed 
that number. Looking on from 
the outside, it appeared that the 
pool was getting close to that 
number.

We really do have one of the 
best pools in the area and the 
decision years ago to build a 
new pool was a wise one. 

Chlorine levels were just 
right. The water temperature 
wasn’t too cold, but it wasn’t too 
hot either. I don’t know if that 
really matters once you get in 
the water. It’s only when you get 
out of the water, when there’s a 
breeze, that you become tem-
perature savvy.

Boys like to make a big splash 
while girls go to their own area 
of the pool to do what girls do - 
talk and giggle.

The duck races made my day, 
especially the youthful exuber-
ance exhibited by Thomas Sehi 
and, moments later, his mom. 
You just never know which duck 
is going to cross the finish line 
first.

Moving on, kick ball seems 
to be a big hit, even if it ran into 
late night. 

The last game in the high 
school division didn’t get over 
until after 1 a.m.

Kids races have been part of 
the gatherings seemingly since 
the dawn of civilization. Long 
before homo sapiens began to 
rule the world, there were kids 
races - they were running to 
stay alive and not be eaten by 
savage beasts.

Speaking of beasts, there was 
another report of a person being 
gored by a bison at Yellowstone 
National Park. When will they 
learn a selfie with Mr. Bison 
doesn’t always end well. 

We had a great parade this 
year. Plenty of entries, plenty 
of smiling faces, candy being 
tossed, Frisbees being flown.

The carnival guy trying to 
sell caramel corn and cotton 
candy was friendly. He sold 
some, but that was a tough sell 
when your youthful customers 
are going to be getting free can-
dy moments later.

What was your favorite part 
of Vetch Days 2025?

Spinning Tales
Free rides, cannon balls and surfing ducks - Vetch Days ‘25

SPINNING
TALES
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Dennis Morgan

Members of the Elgin 10 & Under baseball team this season are (front row, l-r): Ace Pelster, Cole Niewohner, Gabe 
Schindler, Jax Haddix, Grant Blecher, Chase Young, Wyatt Stuhr and Max Borer. Back row: Coach Matt Pelster, 
Anton Shavlik, Owen Childers, Mark Schindler, Jackson Evans, Corbyn Testerman and Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher.
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Elgin summer ball teams
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