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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 78 degrees recorded 
on June 2. The low was 43 
degrees on June 1. 

Altogether, 0.95 inches of  
precipitation was recorded 
last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
May 30 76 52  0.14 
May 31 70 46   
June 1 68 43  
June 2 78 52  
June 3 77 57    
June 4 77 59  0.46  
June 5 70 60  0.35
Total for Last Week.......... 0.95
Total for May ................. .. 3.28
Total for 2022 ................... ..6.65

In Brief

Weather

The

District #18 Board
of Education to
meet Tuesday 

Lawrence
Getzfred

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
will be in Elgin on June 15, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
location will be the KC Hall.

For an appointment, call 
Kyle Jensen (402) 910-0681.

KC Hall to host
bloodmobile visit
on June 15

The District #18 Board of  
Education will meet on a new 
night when they convene in 
regular session next week.

The school board, led by 
President Lisa Welding, will 
meet on Tuesday night, June 
14, in the distance learning 
room at the high school. Open 
to the public, the meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Seven items are listed on 
the tentative ‘action’ agenda. 
They are:

• Approve the purchase of  
ChromeBooks

• Approve the purchase of  a 
floor scrubber

• Approve camera bid
• Set Lunch prices
• Approve the Safety Plan 

(yearly review)
• Cross Country on the extra 

duty schedule
• Approve extra duty assign-

ments
Of  the seven afore-men-

tioned items, the setting of  
lunch prices may draw the 
most discussion. Superin-
tendent Mike Brockhaus has 
previously stated that free 
lunches paid for by the federal 
government during the COV-
ID pandemic are being phased 
out. That, and the fluctuating 
price of  food will shape the 
cost of  breakfast and lunch 
prices for students and staff.

Items listed under discus-
sion are Policy 605.01 (instruc-
tion at a post-secondary insti-
tution), a preliminary budget 
review, review teaching as-
signments and set the date for 
the next regular meeting.

At the conclusion of  the 
regular meeting, board mem-
bers will eat supper together, 
then participate in an annual 
‘retreat’ to discuss future 
goals, etc.
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William ‘Bill’
HeelanThings To Do

Events of  this weekend 
open to the public are:

• Friday Night — Bull-A-
Rama in Elgin. Some of  the 
best young bullriders will be 
in action. Sponsored by the 
Elgin Ko-ed Group (EKG)

• Petersburg Cruise Night 
— Vintage automobiles, live 
music and so much more. 
Sponsored by the Petersburg 
Volunteer Fire Department.

See ya there!

Pope John has found the 
person to replace long-time 
match teacher Sister Patricia 
Hoffman.

Principal Lisa Schumacher 
announced last week that a 
former Nebraskan, having 
spent many years in Washing-
ton State, will be returning to 
‘The Good Life.’

William “Bill” Heelan will 
assume the teaching duties of  
Sister Pat who announced her 
retirement earlier this year, 
completing 50 years at the 
parochial school.

Heelan was raised in Nor-
folk and graduated from the 
University of  Nebraska in 1987 
with a Bachelor of  Science de-
gree in secondary education. 
He majored in mathematics.  

Bill’s first job in education 
was as an Or-
ganizer for the 
Johns Hopkins 
Chaplain’s 
Office Tutorial 
Project, which 
served inner 
city children 
who were per-
forming signifi-
cantly below 
their grade 
level in math or 
English. 

After graduating from col-
lege, he moved to the Pacific 
Northwest to pursue his career 
as an educator. He worked at 
South Puget Sound Communi-
ty College in Olympia, Wash-
ington for 13 years, including 
five years spent teaching at 
the Thurston County Jail. 
Bill taught a wide variety of  
classes at three different col-
leges – mostly math, but there 
were a few outliers like Creat-
ing Web Pages and Washington 
State History. 

In 2002, Bill began working 
as an educator for the South 
Puget Intertribal Planning 
Agency, a consortium of  five 
Indian tribes that banded 
together to promote their com-
mon interests. 

This led to employment 
with three of  the constituent 
nations, but Bill is especially 
committed to the Skokomish 
Indian Tribe. He worked for 
the “Skoks” for more than 
eight years and feels blessed 
to be considered a member of  
this extraordinary community.

Bill is the sole proprietor 
of  a small tutoring company, 
Bill’s Skillz, and still serves 
clients residing in Washing-
ton. He has two daughters in 
their twenties, Hannah and 
Rebecca, who live and work 
near the Salish Sea in western 
Washington.

Heelan hired
to teach math
at Pope John

Flag Day on Tuesday, 
June 14, will be observed 
with a formal program to 
be held at the Elgin Public 
Library.

Julie Dwyer of  the Elgin 
Legion Auxiliary said last 
week the library’s new flag 
pole will be dedicated at 
a ceremony scheduled to 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 

The flag pole will be 
dedicated in the memory 
of  Elgin native Lawrence 
Getzfred.

A grad-
uate of  St. 
Boniface 
High School 
in 1962, 
he joined 
the Navy 
and served 
almost 
38 years, 
reaching 
the rank 
of  Captain. 
On a day 
burned into the nation’s 
conscience, Getzfred died 
on September 11, 2001, 
during the attack on 
the Pentagon, where he 
was serving in the Navy 
Command Center.

There will be a flag 
raising and a dedication of  
the new wing of  the library. 
As part of  the program, 
tours will be conducted by 
co-librarians Barb Bode 
and Dianne Gunderson.

As of  press time, it had 
yet to be determined if  
there would be speakers at 
the program.

Other highlights of  the 
evening will include ice 
cream being served. 

And, there will be a 
coffee can drive (non-
decaffeinated coffee is 
preferred).

Those attending are 
encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs to sit on.

Many people in the 
United States honor this 
day by displaying the 
American flag at homes 
and public buildings. Other 
popular ways of  observing 
this holiday include: flag-
raising ceremonies, street 
parades, and awards for 
special recognition.

Flag pole to
be dedicated to 
deceased 9/11
Navy officer

The Elgin Review is happy to announce Olivia 
Klein will be working at the newspaper office as 
a summer intern.

“Olivia is a great addition to our staff,” 
Publisher Dennis Morgan said about her 
employment.

During the past school year, Miss Klein worked 
part-time at the newspaper when not competing 
in Wolfpack sports or Pope John activities.

“We believe Olivia is going to be a great asset 
to our staff. Readers will notice in this week’s 
paper she has a keen eye towards photography,” 
Morgan said. 

In addition, she will assist with other areas 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

It will be a party to remember.
Pope John alumni will be coming home 

to Elgin on the weekend of  July 23. That 
night, they will gather to socialize on the 
ball field by the school.

Action taken by the Elgin City Council 
Monday night will make the night more 
enjoyable for those attending.

Dave Hoefer, representing the Elgin 
Knights of  Columbus, appeared before 
the council to request a special designated 
liquor license for the ball park on July 23. 
He said plans are similar to the school’s 
50th anniversary celebration just a few 
years ago.

“There will be no loud music or 
fireworks,” Hoefer said.

Moments later the council approved 
the request which will now be forwarded 
to the Nebraska Liquor Control 
Commission.

Later in the meeting, Mayor Mike 

City sets deadline for removal of tires
Schmitt and council members’ Craig 
Niewohner, Mike Dvorak, Duane Miller 
and Jim Kittelson all appeared frustrated 
at the lack of  progress made regarding 
cleanup of  tires at 409 N. Second Street.

As they discussed the matter, pictures 
were passed around of  the location taken 
earlier in the day AND one month ago 
showing the work which had been done.

“There’s not much different,” Dvorak 
said.

Saying the matter has been dealt with 
for the past six months, Schmitt said he 
talked to Robbie Evans about the matter 
who told him that he “can’t get in now, it’s 
wet.” Schmitt said he told him there were 
a lot of  days where it wasn’t wet.

“We’re going to have to make a deadline. 
If  he doesn’t make it, then we’ll (the City) 
have to clean it up,” the mayor said.

Telling the council that the City has 
enough documentation to move forward, 
Schmitt said the City will incur the costs 
of  the clean up, then file a civil suit 

against the business owner to reclaim 
their costs.

On a 4-0 vote, the council set the 
deadline to clean up the property to be no 
later than June 30.
In other action:

Ordinance — On a unanimous vote, 
the council approved amending City 
Ordinance #667 (fireworks ordinance) to 
update it to meet existing Nebraska codes. 
The vote occurred after suspending the 
necessary three readings.

Fireworks — Elgin residents will 
again have the opportunity to purchase 
fireworks here in town. 

The council approved a permit for 
Mark’s Fireworks (operated by Mark 
Burenheide) to sell fireworks between 
June 24 and July 5.

Centennial Gardens — The Council 
approved a request from Connie Dvorak to 
approve purchases of  flowers and mulch 
for Centennial Gardens not to exceed the 
amount of  $300.

Liquor license permit approved for July 23 event

of  newspaper production and 
commercial printing. 

In the coming weeks, she will 
be assisting with the preparation 
of  the new 2022’2-23 Wolfpack 
School Calendar AND printing 
of  the fourth edition of  Jo Ann 
Baum’s famous cookbooks.

This Fall, she will be a 
sophomore at Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School. 

Olivia is the daughter of  
Martin and Amy Klein.

Olivia
Klein

Klein joins staff of The Elgin
Review as summer intern

Wednesday afternoon, June 1, officially marked the beginning of summer for youngsters who enjoy 
swimming at the Elgin Swimming Pool. Although the heater wasn’t working on this day, that didn’t deter 
young Robin Heithoff from enjoying a day in the sun. E-R photo/OKlein

Sun & Fun at the Pool

Flag burning
ceremony
planned for
after program

The Elgin American 
Legion and VFW Posts 
will, as part of  the Flag 
Day observance at the 
library, collect torn, 
tattered or worn out 
U.S. flags to be burned.

Legion Commander 
Gary Hoefer said a flag 
burning ceremony will 
be conducted following 
the library program. 
He said the flags will 
be taken to an area 
at Beckman Lumber 
where they will be 
properly burned and 
disposed of.

Anyone wishing to 
properly dispose of  
a flag should present 
them to either a Legion 
or Auxiliary member. 
They can also be 
brought to the Flag Day 
service.

Anyone having 
questions should con-
tact Hoefer.
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Shop at Home!

Registration for the Missoula Children’s Theatre production of  
The Jungle Book will be held at 11:30 a.m. Monday, June 20 in the 
Boone Central Performance Gym in Albion. 

All children who have completed Kindergarten through 12th 
grade are invited to participate. 

Auditions will begin at noon following registration.
Performances will be at 3 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 

June 25 in the Boone Central Gym in Albion.
Anyone having questions may contact the Albion Area Arts 

Council at (402) 395-2633 or Paul & Lori Hosford at (402) 395-6727.

Date set for auditions for
Missoula Theatre production

Sponsored by AAAC, The Jungle Book
to be performed twice on June 25.
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It Pays To
Advertise!

Community News
Sixty Years Ago
June 10, 1962

Henry Janning this week 
completed the sale of  Elgin 
Bowl to Robert Hofacker 
of  Oakdale. Bob will take 
possession September 1. Henry 
has owned and operated the 
local bowling alley for the past 
three years during which time 
he had automatic pinsetters 
installed.

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Iverson 
held an open house Sunday 
afternoon at the Plantation 
Manor in observance of  their 
12th anniversary and dedicated 
the newly finished wing which 
accommodates ten people. 
The interior of  the original 
building has been newly 
redecorated. Approximately 
150 guests were registered in 
attendance. There are 41 senior 

Looking Back
citizens who make their home 
at the Plantation Manor. 

Percy Payne was elected 
commander of  American 
Legion Post 229 at their regular 
meeting. Other officers elected 
for the ensuing year, include: 
Glenn Dozler, vice commander; 
Wm. Wirges, Jr. adjutant; Herb 
Fox, finance officer; and Walter 
Schrage, chaplain.      

Fifty Years Ago
June 8, 1972 

Another era in the existence 
of  the former Seymour 
Plantation was brought about 
Wednesday May 31 with the 
closing of  the Plantation 
Manor, owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Iverson. This 
memorable landmark, which 
passed through several phases  
of  Elgin’s history, has for the 

past 22 years served as a home 
for the aged and infirmed 
under the management of  the 
Iverson’s. The passing of  time 
together with state rules and 
regulations brought about the 
closing of  business which was 
home for as many as 42 persons 
at a time. Many residents were 
reported to have shed tears at 
the thought of  leaving their 
home in ELgin. The Plantation 
has been purchased by Major 
and Mrs. Louis Ganskow, Jr.

Work started last week by 
excavating the basement area 
for a new residence to belong 
to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kinney. 
Their lot is located on the 
corner directly west of  the 
Wm. Nyrop residence now 
owned by Norman Grothe.

Thirty Years Ago
June 17, 1992

Elgin Chamber of  Commerce 
Float Committee last week 
completed redecorating of  
the Chamber’s Parade float, 
which advertises the Vetch 
Days Celebration, Watermelon 
Daze and the Old Fashioned 
Christmas Fair. 

A small crowd of  about 15 
people attended the Flag Day 
Program last Sunday afternoon 
at the Elgin City Park. The 
group marked the occasion 
by reciting the Pledge of  
Allegiance and singing the star 
Spangled Banner.    

Twenty Years Ago
May 29, 2002

Jennifer Bush, daughter 
of  Dwight and Esther Bush, 
served as the American Legion 
Auxiliary “Miss Poppy and this 
year and participated in the 
Memorial Day Service Monday. 

On behalf  of  the Elgin 
American Legion and VFW 
Posts, Leonard Bennett 
recently presented a check 

Academic Achievement

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, June 13: Chic-
ken patty sandwich, oven 
potato, 3 bean salad, apple 
slices, milk.

Tuesday, June 14: Taco 
salad, tropical fruit mix, 
milk.

Wednesday, June 15 
(Evening Meal): Roast 
pork, stuffing, potato & 
carrots, cake, milk.

Thursday, June 16: Chic-
ken & noodle bake, peas, 
muffin, peaches, milk.

Friday, June 17: Cheese-
burger, 9 day veggie salad, 
oven potato, mixed fruit, 
milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. Meals are served 
Monday thru Friday.

Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m. Please 
call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for 
a reservation. 

Community 
Center Menus

for $675 to Bryan Jensen, 
president of  the Elgin 
Diamond Boosters. These 
funds were applied towards 
the  expenses of  the local 
American Legion Juniors 
Baseball program. 

Young-N-Lively FCE 
members, who helped organize 
the work day, expressed the 
hope that it could become an 
annual comity-wide event. 

A total of  17 adults, 
including nine members 

Being bored ...
of  the Young-N-Lively FCE, 
worked along with 16 students 
on the improvement projects.  

By Jessie Reestman

School is finally over, and 
summer has begun.  My chil-
dren are excited for the break, 
but with that comes the inevi-
table boredom that sinks in.  
After a few days, the novelty 
of  having “nothing to do” will 
wear off  and I will find them 
lying around, bored out of  
their minds. 

The thing is, I think it’s good 
for them to be bored.  Grow-
ing up, we had a lot of  time to 
be bored.  There weren’t cell 
phones or tablets.  I never went 
to camp.  I had to find things 
to do and use my imagination.  
Looking back, boredom led to 
some of  the best times.  

Recently, my oldest had an 
orchestra concert and the sib-
lings sitting in the auditorium 
had switches or other things 
to keep them quiet.  What is 
that teaching them?  How will 
they learn to just sit and be 
quiet if  we don’t give them that 
opportunity?  I’m not judging 
because I’ve been guilty of  let-
ting someone use my phone in 
the waiting room for a doctor’s 
visit.  I’m simply asking the 
question.

I think it’s easy for a lot of  
parents to overbook the sum-
mer and fill it with endless 
activities.  On the one hand, 
I think it’s good for the kids.  
They get out of  the house, meet 
new people, and have a chance 
to be away from us and try 
new things.  However, is it too 
much?

Case in point, my oldest had 
orchestra camp this week.  

Next 
week I 
have one 
at gym-
nastics 
camp 
and one 
at camp 
where 
they 
invent 
things.  
Both 
boys have 
a sleep-
away 
camp, 
and our 
daughter 
has Vaca-
tion Bible 
School.  
Don’t 

forget cross country practice, 
swim practice and four swim 
meets!  I’m tired just thinking 
about it.  

However, when they aren’t 
at those activities, I do limit 
electronic usage.  There is a 
designated time for that, and I 
rarely make exceptions.  I don’t 
want them spending the sum-
mer with a screen in front of  
their face, even though that can 
be tempting at times.

I also make them play out-
side each day.  It does seem like 
cruel and unusual punishment 
considering we live in Houston, 
and it feels like you’re stepping 
into a hot, wet blanket.  I told 
them that sweating is good for 
them and it’s ok to be uncom-
fortable.

In the end, I think that being 
bored forces them to get along.  
Or, if  nothing else, it makes 
them learn conflict resolution.  
Sometimes boredom leads to 
epic games where Legos are 
sprawled out across the game 
room and stuffed animals and 
Barbies are involved.  Some-
times it leads to amazing forts 
and a war that may or may not 
involve aliens.

See BORED, Page Five

Elgin Public Schools announced last week the names of  
students earning recognition on the Fourth Quarter Honor 
Roll. They were:
All A

Kierstyn Eisenhauer, Gemma Miller, Jarek Erickson, 
Kayton Zwingman, Sara Bode, Samantha Durre, Kate 
Furstenau, Callie Heithoff, Jaidyn Schrad, Baylee Busteed, 
Keyera Eisenhauer, William Heilhecker and Colton Wright
Superior

Baylee Chessmore, Ruby Durre, Libby Evans, Gavin 
Harkins, Madelyn Kurpgeweit, Kylee Lichtenberg, Braelyn 
Martinsen, Rylen Schwarting, Dannyka Smidt, Sadie 
Thiessen, Megan Wright, Kyndal Busteed, Creighton 
Harkins, Trey Rittscher, Taylor Beckman, Chloe Henn, 
Emma Kinney,m Nicolas Anderson, Ethan Hinkle, Kristopher 
Moreno, Jackson Wemhoff  and Jessica Getzfred
Honor Roll

Justice Blecher, Kyla Donaldson, Lillianne Kinney, Tristen 
Mortensen, Halle Lueking, Ticen Sparr, Austin Hinkle, 
Isabella Martinez, Kaeden schwarting, Lauren Vitamvas, 
Dylon Lueking, Brenna Martinsen, Gage Thiessen, Jamie 
Dozler, Corbin Kinney, Madellynn Kolm, Camryn Pelster, 
Isabella Smidt, Kali Dworak, Riley Vitamvas and Thomas 
Warnke

Students have been named to the fourth quarter honor roll 
at Pope John Central Catholic Junior/Senior High School. 
They are:
High Honors

Seniors: Emily Mlnarik
Juniors: Carter Beckman, Cale Kinney and Skyler Meis
Sophomores: Samuel Hemenway
Freshmen: Eliza Borer, Olivia Klein and Kaitey 

Schumacher
8th Grade: None
7th Grade: Brooke Kinney and Elizabeth Moser 

Honor Roll
Seniors: Lexi Bode, Abby Hemenway, Trista Hemenway, 

Kaylee Ramold and Natalie Reicks
Juniors: Sharon Bartak, Linus Borer, Taylynne Charf, 

Paiton Hoefer and Emma Lea Ruterbories
Sophomores: Jack Barlow, Ashlynne Charf, Brooklyn Meis 

and Elise Ruterbories
Freshmen: Natalie Burenheide
8th Grade: Grady Drueke, Isaac Hemenway, Quinn Hoefer, 

Karson Kallhoff, Camry Kittelson and Jovie Vaisvilas
7th Grade: Samantha Stuhr

Elgin Public Schools

Pope John Central Catholic
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

Logic says that water flows downstream. 
But Nebraska might be waging an uphill battle 

to claim its rights to water 
guaranteed in a 99-year-old 
compact with Colorado 
utilizing a canal concept 
that was first attempted 
124 years ago. Nonetheless, 
the Nebraska Legislature 
signed off  on a proposal to 
spend $53.5 million for an 
engineering study of  the 
Perkins County Canal.

That’s just the start of  
a $500 million canal that 
would span 24 miles from 
the South Platte River near 
Julesburg, Colorado, into 
Perkins County Nebraska 
south of  Ogallala. Gov-
ernor Pete Ricketts and 
Nebraska Department of  
Natural Resources Direc-
tor Tom Riley convinced 
lawmakers the canal is the 

only way the state can claim water it was granted 
in the compact.

The South Platte flows 380 miles from the Rocky 
Mountains through Julesburg and eventually 
connects with the North Platte River in Nebraska. 
Ricketts said Colorado has an aggressive water 
plan that could rob Nebraska of  the guaranteed 
flow.

Remnants of  the 1898 canal can be seen in Jules-
burg, where grass-lined ditches run into the mod-
ern-day Julesburg cemetery, Interstate 76 and even 
the Colorado Welcome Center at the state line. The 
compact allows Nebraska to build a canal to claim 
more than 3,700 gallons per second between mid-
October and April, the non-irrigation season.

Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson said 
it’s all legal. For now, Colorado is not going to 
legally challenge Nebraska’s right to a canal under 
the compact, according to Kevin Rein, Colorado’s 
state engineer and director of  the Colorado Divi-
sion of  Water Resources.

Rein told The Associated Press “we’ll make 
every effort that their operation is in compliance 
with the compact” and protects Colorado’s rights. 
Peterson said he didn’t know if  it would inspire 
lawsuits, which are common in water disputes.

When the project was presented months ago to 
the Nebraska Legislature, a spokesman for Colo-
rado Gov. Jared Polis called it a “canal to nowhere” 
and a “boondoggle” that will never be built. 

Riley said it could take nine to 10 years before 
the canal could be built. Ricketts said it’s essen-
tial to prevent Colorado from either siphoning or 
storing more South Platte water, especially in the 
rapidly growing Denver metro area, saying that 
threatens Nebraska’s water rights hundreds of  
miles downstream.

Farmers and officials in both states say the 
economic benefits of  water, or the lack thereof, can 
alter the way farmers grow crops. Obviously, irri-
gated land produces higher yields. Dryland farm-
ing is limited and often not as productive. Some 
say it can lead to fewer farms and fewer jobs.

To say nothing of  the impact of  climate change 
on the Rocky Mountain snowpack that provides the 
water in the first place.

Perhaps lawmakers can revisit this in a few 
years.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

Non- agricultural development also relies on 
adequate water supplies to support growth.    

Farmers on both sides have said they’d like to 
see a workaround that serves everybody. All agree 
that a canal project will be years in the making — 
and that if  disputes arise, attorneys specializing 
in water law and eminent domain could be the big 
winners. 

Practicality says legal fees could easily eat up 
the millions allocated.

Will we ever see the big ditch in Perkins County?

See SMITH, Page Five

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

From sleepless nights to last-minute 
diaper runs, everyone knows raising 
children is full of  challenges. Unfortu-
nately, millions of  families are having 
to confront an unexpected source of  
frustration and anxiety – a nation-
wide baby formula shortage. 

Many families rely on baby for-
mula to keep their little ones fed and 
healthy. Access to formula is especial-
ly critical for children with allegies or 
specific health conditions.

The origins of  the formula short-
age can be traced back to a number of  
factors, including supply chain issues 
and labor shortages related to COV-
ID-19. But when in February, the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) shut 
down an Abbott Nutrition formula 
plant due to unconfirmed contamina-
tion concerns, the lack of  formula 
supply became a full-blown crisis.

Abbott is one of  four companies in 
the U.S. that produce 90% of  our na-
tion’s baby formula, and its Michigan 
plant is estimated to supply roughly 
20% of  the nation’s baby formula 
alone. Families’ demand for formula 
did not change 
following the 
plant’s shutdown. 
But even though 
the agency re-
quired the plant 
to temporarily 
close down, the 
FDA had no 
comprehensive 
plan in place to 
offset the drop in 
production that 
eventually led to 
empty shelves in 
stores. According 
to Datasembly, 
which provides 
access to grocery 
pricing records, 
the nationwide 
out-of-stock rate 
for baby formula 
is around 43%. As of  May 1st, eight 
states and the District of  Columbia 
had out-of-stock rates over 50%. There 
is no question that the urgency of  this 
crisis demands immediate attention.

Working across the aisle in the 
Senate, I’ve taken a series of  actions 
to help address the baby formula 
shortage. First, I cosponsored the 
Access to Baby Formula Act, which 
would help ensure families who rely 
on the Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) can buy affordable 
formula. The bill does this by giving 
the Department of  Agriculture, which 
oversees WIC, the authority to be 
more flexible during a crisis like the 
one currently facing our country.

This flexibility will stop restrictions 
on what brand or type of  formula 
families that qualify for the program 
can buy, allowing families to purchase 
whatever is available in the store. 
The legislation also requires that 
manufacturers that provide formula 
for WIC babies have a plan in place to 
respond to future shortages.

The Senate recently passed this bi-
partisan bill unanimously and Presi-
dent Biden signed it into law on May 
21st. I’ve also joined my colleagues in 
demanding answers from the FDA on 
why the agency was unable to miti-
gate this crisis in the first place. The 
public deserves answers on when the 
White House was made aware of  the 
dire situation and why steps weren’t 
taken to stop the shortage from spiral-
ing out of  control.

With the passage of  the Access to 
Baby Formula Act, and announce-
ments from the FDA and Abbott 
that they are aiming to reopen the 
Michigan plant soon, I’m hopeful that 
things are moving in the right direc-
tion. 

During this shortage, it’s important 
that families stay in close contact 
with their pediatrician and do not 
dilute their formula to make it last 
longer. The American Academy of  
Pediatrics notes that while recipes on 
social media may appear legitimate, 
homemade formula can be dangerous 
and is not recommended.

Please know that my staff  and I 
will continue to follow this issue very 
closely. I remain committed to taking 
the necessary steps to mitigate this 
crisis.

Addressing the 
baby formula 

shortage

Dear College Graduates,
Congratulations!  You did it!  You persevered 

through a once-in-a-century pandemic to earn your 
degree.  Your disciplined study and hard work have 
paid off.  You’ve put yourself  in a great position to 
move toward your dreams.  It’s an exciting moment.

As you consider your next step, I encourage you 
to put down roots in the Good Life.  We want you 

here in Nebraska.  Our state 
has a lot to offer: great-paying 
jobs, family-friendly commu-
nities, and an unparalleled 
quality of  life.

There are plenty of  great-
paying jobs being created 
in communities all across 
the state.  Over the past 18 
months, we’ve seen major 
investments from 3M in Val-
ley, AGP in David City, Becton 
Dickinson in Holdrege, Kawa-
saki in Lincoln, Novozymes 
in Blair, Nucor in Norfolk, 
Monolith Materials in Hal-
lam, Preferred Popcorn in 
Waco, Scoular in Seward, and 
more.  At 1.9%, Nebraska cur-
rently has the lowest unem-
ployment rate of  any state, at 
any point in history!  There’s 
never been a better time to be 

a graduate looking to start a career in Nebraska.  
As established businesses grow in Nebraska, 

startups are also thriving.  Investors are looking 
to support young entrepreneurs.  For example, 
Burlington Capital and Invest Nebraska announced 
a partnership in September to raise $11 million in 
seed funds for ag tech innovators.  Companies in 
Nebraska brought in more venture capital in 2021 
than in any previous year. 

In addition to having abundant career opportu-

nities, Nebraska is a great place to raise a family.  
There’s a reason why we have the fourth-highest 
birth rate in the nation.  We have good schools, 
excellent entertainment for kids such as our world-
class zoos and children’s museums, and safe and 
supportive communities. 

It’s not just my opinion that we have a kid-friend-
ly state.  Nebraska has received national recogni-
tion for our children’s well-being.  Our work to 
improve child welfare was recognized with the Jim 
Casey Building Communities of  Hope Award in 
January 2020.  In 2021, Nebraska ranked #7 out of  
50 states for child well-being according to the Casey 
Foundation.  Compared to the national average, 
kids in Nebraska are more likely to be proficient in 
reading and math, more likely to be physically fit, 
and more likely to enjoy economic well-being.

While a great place to work and raise a family, 
Nebraska also has a wonderful quality of  life.  We 
have some of  the best turkey, water fowl, and deer 
hunting anywhere in America.  With nearly 80,000 
miles of  rivers and streams, Nebraskans have abun-
dant opportunities to fish.  

The sandy beaches of  Lake McConaughy and 
the Calamus Reservoir are attractive destinations 
to soak up the sun or take a swim.  This year, we 
passed major legislation to enhance water recre-
ation in Nebraska.  

We’re constructing a new marina at Lake Mc-
Conaughy, significantly expanding the marina at 
Lewis and Clark Lake, and creating a 3,600-acre 
reservoir between Lincoln and Omaha.

Nebraska also boasts one of  the best college 
sports scenes in the nation.  Omaha is home to the 
College World Series, will have the NCAA volleyball 
Final Four in 2022, and regularly hosts the Olympic 
Swim Trials.  Nebraska Cornhuskers, Creighton 
Bluejays, UNK Lopers, and Omaha Mavericks ath-
letics are all big draws.  

With these abundant options for recreation and 
entertainment, it’s no wonder Nebraska ranks as 

the #6 state in the nation for work-life balance.  In 
fact, SmartAsset lists both Lincoln and Omaha 
among the top ten cities in America for work-life 
balance.  While Nebraskans work hard, we priori-
tize spending time with our family and friends.  We 
enjoy the Good Life together—at county fairs, small 
town festivals, holiday parades, church picnics, and 
backyard barbecues.

Nebraska has welcoming communities where 
neighbors are quick to lend a hand.  We’ve seen this 
through floods, wildfires, and a global pandemic.  
Nebraskans give generously to those in need.  We 
volunteer our time and talents to strengthen our 
communities.  It’s ingrained in us to take care of  
one another through thick and thin.

The pandemic has reinforced the attractiveness 
of  our way of  life here in Nebraska.  We didn’t shut 
down our state due to the coronavirus.  As a result, 
Nebraskans were able to continue spending time 
with loved ones and engaging in their communi-
ties.  People want and need that social connection.  
In Nebraska, we made it a priority throughout the 
pandemic. 

We’ve also made ongoing investments in public 
safety in Nebraska.  Over the past year, we’ve seen 
people flee states that have neglected public safety 
and move to states that respect law and order.  Here 
in Nebraska, we support our law enforcement 
100%, and we’re fully committed to public safety.

I sincerely believe that Nebraska is the best place 
in the world to live, work, and raise a family.  I 
hope you’ll choose the Good Life as you begin your 
career and start your family.  The State has created 
a website to highlight the many things that make 
our state great—from our affordable homes to high-
quality natural environment.  I invite you to visit it 
at TheGoodLifeIsCalling.com.

Once again, congratulations on your gradua-
tion!  May God bless your future plans.  I’m hopeful 
they’ll lead you to one of  the many wonderful com-
munities here in Nebraska!

A letter to Nebraska’s graduates

Since 1948, Israel has been an important ally of  
the United States. Unfortunately, Israel has also en-
dured a great deal of  conflict with those who seek 
its destruction in the Middle East. Last weekend 
marked the 55th anniversary of  Yom Yerushalay-
im, or Jersusalem Day, a celebration of  the libera-
tion of  the city of  Jerusalem from the forces of  
six of  Israel’s aggressing neighbors during the Six 
Day War in 1967.

Today anti-Israel sentiment continues to threat-
en this crucial partner with whom our nation 
collaborates significantly on defense, intelligence, 
and trade. Sadly, the Biden administration and 
House Democrats have worked to undermine the 
U.S. recognition of  Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. In 

defiance of  Israel’s sovereignty over its capital, the 
Biden administration has also promised to reopen 
a consulate to Palestine in Jerusalem. Last No-
vember I joined 200 House Republicans in a letter 
to President Biden opposing the administration’s 
proposal to reopen the U.S. consulate general to 
Palestine in Israel’s eternal capital, Jerusalem. 

I am also a cosponsor of  the Upholding the 
1995 Jerusalem Embassy Law Act which would 
reinforce a unified U.S. embassy in Jerusalem by 
prohibiting the redirection of  funds for the U.S. 
Embassy to the State of  Israel to a U.S. Embassy, 
Consulate General, Legation, Consular Office, or 

Committed to standing with Israel
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Obituary

Jerome J. Starman, 93 of  
Elgin, died Tuesday, May 31, 
2022 at the Arbor Care Center 
in Neligh, NE.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial was held 
Saturday, June 
4, 2022 at St. 
Bonaventure 
Catholic Church 
in Raeville, 
NE, with Rev. 
Kevin Vogel 
and Deacon 
Dennis Wiehn 

officiating. 
Burial followed in the parish 

cemetery with military rights 
by American Legion Post 229, 
VFW Post 5816, both of  Elgin, 

Jerome J. Starman, 93
He served his country by joining the U.S. Army in the 1950s before returning home to farm.

and the Army Funeral Honors 
Team. 

Visitation was held Friday at 
the church, with a 7 p.m. Wake 
Service. 

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin is in charge of  
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com.

*****
Jerome John Starman, 

son of  Henry and Mary 
(Oberbrockling) Starman, was 
born November 22, 1928 on the 
family farm near Elgin. He was 
baptized and confirmed at St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Church 
in Raeville. 

He was raised on the family 

farm near Raeville where he 
attended school at St. John 
Berchman’s School. 

He farmed for several years 
before entering the United 
States Army on January 8, 
1953. 

He served in the Korean War, 
spending 16 months overseas 
while stationed in France, 
before earning an honorable 
discharge on December 10, 
1954. 

Jerome returned to the 
Raeville area where he drove 
truck for years and engaged 
in farming and raising 
livestock until moving to 
Elgin in January, 1999. He 
enjoyed gardening, bowling, 
and volunteer work. He was 

a lifelong member of  St. 
Bonaventure Church, where he 
served as a trustee and council 
member.  

He is survived by his sister: 
Mary Margaret Starman 
of  Elgin; three brothers: 
Sylvester “Vet” Starman of  
Elgin; Ray (Beverly) Starman 
of  Norfolk, NE; Henry (Mary) 
Starman of  Albion, NE; along 
with many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, and friends. 

Jerome was preceded in 
death by his parents; his sister 
Mildred (Leonard) Henke; five 
brothers: Leonard (Agnes) 
Starman, Wilfred (Genevieve) 
Starman, Vincent Starman, 
LaVern (Leona) Starman and 
Ralph Starman.

Shop at Home!

From Page Four
Smith

I have even caught them 
reading a book due to boredom.  
Shocking, I know.  I think it’s 
great to have family vacations 
and camps and all the things 
that summer brings.  But let’s 
make sure we don’t overdo 
it.  Let’s allow our kids to just 
be kids and force them to get 
creative.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com. 

From Page Three
Bored

any other diplomatic facility 
for anyone besides Israel in Je-

rusalem.
In ad-

dition to 
moving 
the U.S. 
Embassy 
to Jeru-
salem 
in 2019 – 
through 
diplomat-
ic efforts 
led by 
President 
Trump 
and his 
Admin-
istration 
– I am 
pleased 
the Unit-
ed States 
has dem-

onstrated significant progress 
in strengthening our ties with 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Israel and improving Israel’s 
relationships with their neigh-
bors through the Abraham Ac-
cords, a series of  agreements 
in which Israel normalized 
diplomatic relations with the 
United Arab Emirates, Bah-
rain, Morocco, and Sudan.

Building off  that progress, 
this week Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates signed a free 
trade agreement to remove 
tariffs on nearly all bilateral 
trade. If  ratified, it would be 
the most comprehensive trade 
deal between Israel and an 
Arab country.

However, concerning reports 
continue to emerge regarding 
Iran’s nuclear program, and 
President Biden’s misguided 
attempts to re-enter the deeply 
flawed 2015 JCPOA agreement 
indicate Israel’s enemies re-
main a serious threat. Further-
more, the Chinese embassy in 
Israel has reportedly pressured 
Israel to avoid deepening ties 

and recognition of  the inde-
pendence of  Taiwan.

As the strongest democracy 
in the Middle East, Israel is a 
special partner to the U.S. Our 
shared values and interests 
should be celebrated and used 
to strengthen our ties. I will 
continue working to maintain 
a strong relationship with 

Israel to help bring peace and 
stability to the people of  the 
Middle East.
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SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Always
something 
to do here!

Somebody not too long ago 
said to me, “What are you 
going to do with your time now 
that high school sports are 
over?” I can’t remember where 
I was or how the conversation 
even began. I do remember the 
clothes he was wearing, dirty 
from hard manual labor, the 
kind of  work both my father 
and father in-law did almost 
every day of  their lives until 
their bodies wore out.

Anyway, my answer was 
simple and on point. “There’s 
always something to do.”

This week was no exception, 
it was full of  activities, the 
start of  a busy June.

Friday 
we closed 
an hour 
early to 
go up to 
Lynell’s 
mom’s 
house 
to take 
care of  
the yard. 
She and 
her sister 
Carol 
alternate 
weeks to 
take care 
of  Mom’s 
needs. We 
had been 
up there 
Memor-
ial Day 
weekend and had to go back 
because Carol was needed 
elsewhere.

It just so happened that 
Wolfpack basketball standout 
Colton Wright donned the 
home whites to play in the 
Northeast Nebraska All-Star 
Basketball game in Norfolk.

Colton capped his two-week 
all-star basketball run being 
on the winning team. Wright 
had his moments during the 
game and you could just tell by 
looking at the grin on his face 
just how much he was loving 
every moment.

What I like seeing was the 
team warm up before the 
start of  the game. Wright 
put on a pretty good show of  
dunking the ball, something 
I wish he would have had the 
opportunity to do during a 
Wolfpack game. The dunk shot, 
especially in high school, really 
excites fans and players alike. 
As a sports photographer, 
I’m always in search of  a 
great dunk photo, one where 
the player “posterizes” the 
defender. 

Come Saturday morning, 
there was the Northeast 
Pullers tractor pull on the 
north edge of  town.

I’m still learning to like the 
sport, honestly I’m trying.

What caught my eye at the 
tractor pull were some of  the 
vintage tractors competing. 
Why? Because some of  the red 
tractors were the same ones my 
Dad and I farmed with when 
I was a young teenager. There 
was an IH 706 that caught my 
eye. The fenders on the tractor 
were the same ones I would 
sit on when riding with dad. It 
was the tractor which I used 
to pull a five-row cultivator. 
The only thing missing? An 
umbrella for sunny days like 
Saturday, and a white AM 
radio which would be tuned to 
WOW, KOIL or KLMS. Before 
headphones, you would have 
to turn the volume up to cover 
the noise of  the engine. As 
for the participants Saturday, 
they love this sport every bit as 
much as football players love 
football and golfers love golf. 
They get just as excited when 
the tractor pulling the sled 
exceeds expectations.

Just as there is always 
something that needs to 
be done on the farm, the 
same holds true for a small, 
community newspaper.

Northeast Pullers put on a show Saturday

Photos by Olivia Klein and 
Dennis Morgan



                       

Dr.  
Dr. Yemi Akin-Olugbade 
UROLOGY SPECIALIST 

 

      Dr. Yemi Akin-Olugbade, urologist from Norfolk, offers an out- 
 patient urology clinic at Antelope Memorial Hospital on the 1st   
 and 3rd Fridays each month.   

      Dr. Yemi provides services for treating  
 urological issues such as: incontinence, blood  
 in urine, difficulty urinating, an excessive need  
 to urinate that gets worse at night, bedwetting, 
 kidney stone treatment and management, low  
 testosterone, recurrent urinary tract infections, 
 erectile dysfunction, evaluation and treatment of  
 vaginal prolapse, BPH (enlarged prostate), infertility  
 issues for men and painful bladder and pelvic conditions.    

     The surgical options that Dr. Yemi offers include: pediatric and   
 adult circumcisions, vasectomies, prostate biopsies, cystoscopies,  
 hydrocelectomies, spermatocelectomies, penile implants and  
 much more. .     

     Dr. Yemi’s next urology clinics at AMH are scheduled on Fridays,  
    June 17th and July 1st and 15th. For an appt., call 402.887.6210. 

 
                                                                                                                            

                                      Antelope Memorial Hospital 
                        Healing Body, Mind and Spirit 

                                                                                       402.887.4151 • amhne.org •  

7  Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
 The Elgin ReviewSports

Twenty-seven teams competed Saturday at the Elgin Alumni Golf Tournament held at the Antelope Country Club. When the final putt sank 
into the cup, the team of Aaron Kruger, Chris Sullivan, Todd Heithoff and Trevor Spiegel won the championship flight. They combined to shoot 
a 12-under 60. Photo submitted

Golf balls and mugs to the victors

Wolfpack standout Colton Wright slices between two dark-clad de-
fenders on his way to the basket Friday night. Wright was a member 
of the winning ‘light’ team competing in the Northeast Nebraska All-
Star Basketball game played on the campus of Northeast Commu-
nity College. The ‘light team’ won the game 103 to 95, led by Blake 
Sindelar of Howells-Dodge with 19 points. E-R photo/DMorgan

Going to the basket again

The names of  those 
achieving perfect atten-
dance at Wheeler Central 
Schools has been an-
nounced.

They are:
Kindergarten: Logan 

Landgren, Addison Reed 
and Addilyn Swick

First Grade: Huxley 
Kleeb, Bentley Schlenger 
and Aden Swick

Second Grade: Easton 
Kasselder

Third Grade: Faith Heinz 
and Gracellyn Leibert

Fourth Grade: None
Fifth Grade: Jerrin Kleeb
Sixth Grade: Olivia 

Heinz, Sierra Plugge, Hayes 
Pokorny and Garett Renner

Seventh Grade: Jailynn 
Harrison, Wyatt McCain 
and Ben Wilson

Eighth Grade: Haley 
Borwege

Freshmen: None
Sophomores: Kaitlyn 

Leibert
Juniors: None
Seniors: Hailey Genereux

Wheeler Central
perfect attendance
announced
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Public Notices.

PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
Because its 
your right to 

know how your 
city, county and 
school boards
are conducting 

business for 
the public.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The Honorable Mark John-
son found three defendants 
guilty, when he presided over 
Antelope County district court 
Wednesday, May 25, in Neligh.

Andrew F. Sternberg, 32, 
of  Creighton faced Johnson 
for pretrial hearing on two 
Class 2A felony counts, theft 
by unlawful taking, more than 
$5,000, and unauthorized use 
of  a financial transaction de-
vice, more than $5,000. Stern-
berg pleaded guilty to Count II, 
pursuant to a plea agreement 
with Antelope County Prosecu-
tor Joe Abler, who dismissed 

District court defendants accept plea deals
the theft charge and agreed to 
recommend probation at sen-
tencing, contingent on results 
of  a presentence investigation 
report. 

Sternberg agreed to pay 
restitution in the amount of  
$11,132.56. Bond posted April 
26 is continued at $25,000, 10% 
cash. Sternberg is represented 
by Antelope County Public De-
fender Pat Carney of  Norfolk.

William L. Knievel, 69, of  
Neligh appeared for pretrial 
hearing on a Class 3A felony, 
assault on a police officer, and 
three misdemeanor charges, 
obstructing police, obstruct-
ing government operations 
and disturbing the peace, all 
alleged March 29 outside the 
Antelope County Law Enforce-
ment Center in Neligh. A plea 
agreement was announced. 
Count I was reduced to a Class 
I misdemeanor by Antelope 
County Prosecutor Joe Abler, 
who also agreed to file no 
additional charges related to 
the incident. Knievel pleaded 
guilty to all four counts. John-
son ordered a presentence in-
vestigation and set sentencing 
July 27. Bond in the amount 
of  $20,000, 10%, posted April 6, 
is continued. Knievel is repre-
sented by Carney.

Tori A. Wooters, 26, of  Neligh 
appeared for pretrial hearing 
on Jan. 19 allegations, Count 
I, possession of  a controlled 
substance, and Count II, tam-
pering with physical evidence, 
both Class 4 felonies; Count III, 
driving under the influence of  

drugs, and Count IV, refusal to 
submit to chemical test, first 
offense, both Class W misde-
meanors; and Count V, posses-
sion of  drug paraphernalia, 
an infraction. A plea deal was 
announced. Abler amended 
Count II to criminal attempt of  
tampering with physical evi-
dence, a Class I misdemeanor, 
and dismissed counts III, IV 
and V. Wooters pleaded guilty 
to Count I and the amended 
Count II. Johnson ordered a 
PSI and set sentencing July 27. 
Personal recognizance bond, 
filed April 27, was continued at 
$10,000. Wooters is represented 
by Carney.

Johnson sustained defense 
motions to continue three 
cases. Pretrial hearings are 
continued to Aug. 31, with jury 
trials placed on the Sept. 19 
docket.

Christopher W. Robinett, 19, 
of  Orchard appeared for pre-
trial hearing on two Class 2A 
felony counts of  burglary and 
a Class 4 felony count, theft, 
$1,500-$4,999. A $25,000 PR 
bond, filed May 11, is contin-
ued, with condition that he be 
at his mother’s Orchard home 
between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. daily. 
He and three co-defendants 
are charged in connection 
with March 21 break-ins at two 
Neligh businesses, Neligh Vape 
Shop and the Fit Stop He is 
represented by Carney.

Jose J. Gonzales, 39, of  
Clearwater appeared beside 
Carney for pretrial conference 
on seven counts alleged March 

11, counts I through IV, Class 
3A felonies, attempted second-
degree assault; counts V and 
VI, Class 1 misdemeanors, in-
tentional domestic assault and 
third-degree assault; and Count 
VII, a Class 3 misdemeanor, 
willful reckless driving. Bond 
posted April 19 is continued, in 
the amount of  $25,000, 10%. 

Justin M. Golter, 46, of  
Orchard appeared for pretrial 
hearing on charges alleged 
Aug. 20, 2020 – Count I, posses-
sion of  methamphetamine, 
with intent to deliver (two 
ounces), a Class 1D felony; 
Count II, possession of  meth, 
a Class 4 felony and counts III 
and IV, theft by receiving stolen 
property, $1,500 to $5,000, Class 
4 felonies. Bond, posted Oct. 20, 
2021, in the amount of  $50,000, 
10%, is continued.  He is repre-
sented by Carney.

Johnson signed a warrant for 
the arrest of  Collin L. Willert, 
21, current address unknown, 
who failed to appear for a hear-
ing to show cause for nonpay-
ment of  $138 is costs from a 
2019 case. 

The judge set bond for 
$1,500, 10% cash. Willert was 
sentenced April 24, 2019, by 
the Honorable James Kube to 
concurrent sentences of  six 
months, six months and one 
year in a Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Correctional Services 
facility for respective counts of  
theft, second-degree trespass 
and contributing to the delin-
quency of  a minor, all commit-
ted Jan. 14, 2019, in Oakdale.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The Honorable Mark Johnson sentenced 
two defendants last week when he presided 
from the bench in the Antelope Count district 
courtroom in Neligh.

Casandra L. Howell, 38, of  Trinidad, 
Colorado, was sentenced for possession of  a 
controlled substance, methamphetamine, to 
an 18-month term of  probation, including a 
$30 enrollment fee and $90 in drug-testing fees. 
Programing fees of  $450 were waived by the 
judge. 

Terms of  probation also include 90 days in 
the county jail, less credit for 19 days previ-
ously served, the balance to be served prior to 
the end of  probation, unless waived by proba-
tion officer; not to leave states of  Nebraska or 
Colorado; completion, at her own expense, of  a 
drug/alcohol evaluation and any recommend-
ed treatment or aftercare; and completing 
several areas of  specialized programming. She 
was taxed $147 costs of  prosecution. Court-

Colorado woman put on probation of drug possession
appointed counsel, Martin Klein of  Neligh, 
represented Howell. 

A co-defendant, Darrion J. Cescolini, 27, of  
Denver, Colorado, is set for pretrial hearing 
June 29, on two counts, Class 2A felony, pos-
session of  heroin with intent to deliver, and a 
Class 4 felony, possession of  heroin. 

The couple was arrested Feb. 12, after the 
vehicle they were passengers in was pulled 
over by Nebraska State Patrol troopers east of  
Brunswick on Highway 20.

George M. Kelly, 28, of  Topeka, Kansas, 
appeared for sentencing on a Class 1 misde-
meanor, false reporting, committed March 15, 
2021. Johnson fined Kelly $1,000 and assessed 
$180.59 costs of  prosecution. Kelly was con-
victed March 29, when he accepted a plea deal 
from Antelope County Attorney Joe Abler and 
pleaded no contest to an amended complaint. 
Abler dismissed two felony counts of  violating 
the Sexual Offender Registration Act. Kelly 
was represented by Antelope County Public 
Defender Pat Carney of  Norfolk.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

An inmate at the Antelope 
County Jail, who was recently 
evaluated by a mental health 
professional, has been found 
competent to stand trial. 

Steven H. Habegger, 18, 
appeared with his attorney, An-
telope County public defender 
Pat Carney of  Norfolk, for the 
third time, for arraignment on 
four counts, a Class 3A felony, 
child abuse, alleged Feb. 10 at a 
Neligh motel, along with three 
Class 1 misdemeanors, contrib-
uting to delinquency of  a child, 
debauching a minor and cruel 
mistreatment of  an animal. 

Habegger entered not guilty 

Eighteen-year-old found competent to stand trial
pleas to all counts when he 
faced Johnson May 25.

County Prosecutor Joe Abler 
offered an exhibit - an evalua-
tion from Dr. Klaus Hartmann 
from the Lincoln Regional 
Center, who had performed the 
competency evaluation. The 
report was received without 
objection and was ordered 
to be sealed by Johnson. He 
noted the doctor’s finding that 
the defendant is competent to 
proceed with trial. 

Johnson advised Habegger 
of  the general nature of  the 
charges, as well as the pos-
sible penalties for conviction 
of  each charge, including up 
to three years in prison and/

or up to a $10,000 fine on the 
felony child abuse count and 
up to one year/$1,000 on each 
of  the misdemeanors. 

The defendant was notified 
of  the requirements of  Nebras-
ka’s Sex Offender Registration 
Act in the event of  conviction, 
and that he has a right to a jury 
determination of  an aggravat-
ed offense. 

The case is set for pretrial 
conference Aug. 31 and jury 
trial Sept. 19. Bond is contin-
ued in the amount of  $100,000, 
10% cash. 

Habegger was remanded 
to the custody of  Antelope 
County Sheriff  Robert Moore, 
pending posting of  bond.

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

A juvenile male, one of  four 
individuals charged in break-
ins at the Fit Stop and the 
Neligh Vape Shop during the 
early morning hours of  March 
21, appeared in front of  the 
Honorable Donna Taylor for 
adjudication on June 1 with 
his court-appointed attorney, 
Martin Klein of  Neligh. 

The juvenile admitted two 
of  three counts, one count of  
burglary and a count of  theft, 
$1,500-$4,999. 

Antelope County attorney 
Joe Abler dismissed a second 
burglary charge.

The juvenile was also adjudi-
cated for violation of  probation 
that had been ordered in two 
2021 cases involving assault 
and criminal mischief  charges.

Taylor found that all avail-
able community-based resourc-
es to assist the juvenile and 
his family had been exhausted, 

Boys Town placement ordered for 
juvenile who admitted break-ins

maintaining the juvenile in the 
home presented a significant 
risk of  harm to the juvenile 
or community and no other 
community-based resources 
had a possibility for success. 
She ordered an 18-month term 
of  supervised probation in all 
three cases and ordered place-
ment at Boys Town, to com-
mence June 3. 

Alexander J. Robinson, 21, 
of  Tilden faced Taylor for 
pretrial hearing on a Class 1 
misdemeanor count of  false 
reporting. Robinson changed 
his plea to guilty. Taylor fined 
him $250 and assessed $50 
costs of  prosecution. Robinson 
was cited by a Nebraska State 
Patrol trooper March 19 on a 
county road west of  Tilden. He 
was represented by Antelope 
County Public Defender Pat-
rick Carney of  Norfolk. 

Sergio S. Martinez, 34, 
of  Clearwater appeared for 
pretrial hearing on a Class 3 

misdemeanor charge of  driv-
ing under suspension/before 
reinstated. A plea agreement 
was announced. Martinez 
changed his plea to guilty and 
Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Abler agreed to file no addi-
tional charges related to the 
March 11 incident and recom-
mended a fine only. Taylor 
fined Martinez $250 and taxed 
him $50 costs. He was repre-
sented by Klein. Perla Alarcon-
Flory interpreted.

Michael D. Fox, 37, of  Or-
chard, pleaded guilty, by 
waiver, to a Class 3 misdemean-
or committed Dec. 19, 2021, 
deposit rubbish on roadway. He 
was fined $100 and taxed $49 
costs. 

Fox was cited by a NSP car-
rier enforcement officer, east 
of  Brunswick, for discarding 
cigarette ashes out the window. 
A warrant, issued for Fox’ ar-
rest March 22, after he failed to 
appear in court, was recalled.

County Court News
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By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Aaron C. Poellot, 38, of  
Osmond, who is accused in 
a May 2 gas drive-off  from 
Royal One Stop, faced the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in 
the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh on June 
1 for arraignment on a 
Class 2 misdemeanor theft 
charge. Poellot requested 
court-appointed counsel. 
Taylor found him indigent 
and appointed Antelope 
County Public Defender 
Patrick Carney of  Norfolk. 
Further arraignment is set 
June 15. Personal recogni-
zance bond of  $1,500, filed 
May 17, is continued. 

Jessy L Dirks, 30, of  
Elgin faced Taylor for ar-
raignment on a two-count 
complaint, Count I, a Class 
3A felony, strangulation, 
and Count II, a Class I 
misdemeanor, third-degree 
domestic assault, both 
alleged May 25, in Elgin. 
Dirks requested continu-
ance to consult an attor-
ney. Taylor sustained the 
request and set further ar-
raignment June 15. Dirks 
also requested reduction 
of  bond posted May 26, to 
help pay for the attorney. 
Taylor continued bond as 
previously set, $25,000, 10% 
cash.  

Christopher B. Brady, 20, 
of  Elgin appeared for ar-
raignment on two counts, 
Count I, third-degree 
domestic assault, a Class 1 
misdemeanor, and Count 
II, disturbing the peace, 
a Class 3 misdemeanor, 
both alleged May 24, in 
Elgin. Brady requested 
court-appointed counsel. 
After holding an indigency 
hearing, Taylor appointed 
Carney. Further arraign-
ment is set July 6. Bond is 
continued, in the amount 
of  $10,000, 10%, with terms 
including no contact with 
the alleged victim nor 
Elgin One Stop. Brady was 
remanded to the custody of  
the Antelope County Sher-
iff  Robert Moore, pending 
posting bond.

Kevin E. Romero, 33, 
of  Norfolk appeared for 
arraignment on a Class 
3 misdemeanor count of  
disturbing the peace. He 
requested court-appointed 
counsel. Taylor found him 
indigent and appointed 
Carney. Further arraign-
ment is set June 15. Rome-
ro was cited by a Neligh 
police officer April 2.

Scott G. Bruckner, 50, 
of  Neligh was granted a 
continuance of  arraign-
ment to June 15 on a count 
of  issuing an insufficient 
or no fund check, a Class 2 
misdemeanor alleged Feb. 
24, 2021. Personal recogni-
zance bond filed May 26, 
in the amount of  $1,500, is 
continued.

A status hearing for 
Sadie S. Dorn was contin-
ued to June 15 on a Class 
3 misdemeanor count of  
driving under suspension, 
alleged May 21, 2020. Dorn 
was ordered to supply 
information to the County 
Attorney’s office prior to 
the hearing. Bond posted 
Feb. 6, in the amount of  
$1,500, 10%, is continued. 
Dorn is self-represented.

Tori A. Wooters, 26, 
of  Albion was granted 
continuance to June 15 for 
arraignment on disturbing 
the peace, a Class 3 misde-
meanor alleged May 22 in 
Neligh. Bond, $1,500, 10%, 
posted May 25, is continued 
as well.

Further arraignment 
for Anthony S. Osborne, 
42, of  Valentine is contin-
ued to June 15 on a Class 
2 misdemeanor charge, 
driving during revocation, 
subsequent offense, alleged 
April 7, in Neligh. PR bond 
of  $1,500 is continued. He 
is represented by Carney.

County Court
Osmond man
in court for
gas drive-off
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Fire trucks were on the scene early Wednesday afternoon at Pope John school following reports of 
smoke in the building which triggered the fire alarm system. According to a statement from the school, the 
cause of the smoke was determined to be a fan motor engine on one of the HVAC units. Power to the unit 
was turned off and the fire department gave an all clear on the building. E-R photo/DMorgan

EVFD called to PJCC last week

Just nine days from now, 
Elgin will hold the one 
celebration that brings all 
of  the community together - 
Vetch Days.

Many may not know or 
understand the history of  
Vetch (at one time Elgin was 
declared the ‘Vetch Capital’ 
of  the world), but all know 
how to have a good time. 
And, through the years, the 
word Vetch became synonous 
with parades, fine food and 
activities reflecting the good 
life here in Nebraska.

This year’s celebration will 
get underway Friday, June 17, 
with a 50’s theme Sidewalk 
Chalk Art competition in the 
downtown Elgin business 
district. There will be a Kid’s 
Pool Party & Games that 
afternoon at the Elgin City 
Park.

That evening, from 5 
to 7 p.m., there will be a 
hamburger/hot dog feed at 
the Elgin Community Center. 
Afterwards, beginning at 
approximately 7 p.m. teams 
will be competing in putt-putt 
golf. Some hole locations will 

Vetch Days approaching
be at Elgin businesses, other 
holes will be located behind 
Boomerang’s. Gary Hoefer 
is in charge of  the putt-putt 
competition.

Saturday activities get 
underway at 10 a.m. at the EPS 
gym with a co-ed dodgeball 
tournament for local youths 
and adults. 

Over the lunch hour (11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.) taco salads, walking 
tacos and root beer floats 
will be served at the Elgin 
Community Center.

A poker walk/run will be 
held (more details next week) 
starting around noon.

That evening, activities 
will switch to the Knights of  
Columbus where an event 
being billed as “Friendly Feud” 
will be played.

Sunday will mark the 
final day of  the celebration. 
It will begin at noon with a 
Community BBQ at the Park. 
The grand parade, featuring 
a 50s theme) will start at the 
park and work its way down 
Third Street.

Wrapping up the celebration 
will be a Cornhole Tournament 
at the KC Courtyard. 

That afternoon/evening, 
owners of  vintage vehicles 
are encouraged to cruise main 
street to 50s music.

New this year will be the 
River City Carnival which will 
set up in Elgin for all three 
days of  the carnival.

Mark your calendars for 
June 17-19 to spend time with 
friends at Vetch Days!
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By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

In just a few days, the Elgin 
Ko-ed Group will once again 
host the EKG Bullarama. 
This will be the tenth year for 
the event, and like each year 
prior, Bullarama week is a 
very busy time for the small 
group. Months of  planning and 
preparation become real as the 
reality that the annual event’s 
success greatly determines the 
group’s future contributions to 
the community.

Part of  that success depends 
on the performance of  the 
riders themselves. One rider 
who has contributed heavily 
to the event over the years is 
the three-time EKG Bullarama 
Champion, Garrett Wickett. 

The twenty-five-year-old, 5’6, 
130 lb bull rider, hailing from 
Battle Creek, graciously took 
the time to share a little of  his 
experience in the sport. When 
I spoke with Garrett, he was 
on a fishing trip in Valentine 
enjoying some downtime 
as he is currently unable to 
compete due to a groin injury. 
It didn’t take long for Garrett 
to display his resilience as he 
determinedly answered my 
questions while traveling in 
and out of  service areas. 

He began, “I was young 
when I first began getting on 
calves, but  I didn’t start riding 
bulls until 2012, right at the 
end of  my freshman year of  
high school. My love for bull 
riding began before I reached 
kindergarten when I was just a 

little bitty thing. My dad rode 
professionally for about 12 
years. All I have ever wanted to 
do my entire life is ride bulls 
professionally.”

Etched in his memory 
forever, Garrett easily recalled 
his first eight-second ride. 
“The first bull I ever rode was 
Labor Day, 2014, in Grand 
Island at the High School 
Rodeo.” He admits a lot has 
changed since that first ride. 
“Nowadays, I try to focus jump 
for jump,  but I really try and 
keep my mind blank. I try not 
to think about anything. I am 
to that point in my career, have 
been for a while, where as soon 
as I get down in that bucking 
shoot, it is all a routine for me. 
Pretty soon, I am nodding my 
head, and away we go.”

For most people, in 
approximately eight seconds, 
you can tie your shoe, walk 
across the street, or even 
respond to an email. For most 
daily actions, eight seconds is 
a very small amount of  time. 
Putting in perspective what 
eight seconds feels like when 
riding a bull, Garrett said,” 
Sometimes eight seconds can 
feel like a long time, but you 
know a lot of  times you let 
your body do what you have 
trained it to do. As soon as 
your mind starts thinking, 
your body slows down, and 
your reaction time diminishes 
dramatically. When you allow 
your subconscious mind to 
take over, the fundamentals 
kick in.” 

Garrett believes hard 
work and determination are 
what has led to his success. 
“Whether you have a lot of  
talent or a little bit of  talent 
you can become successful if  
you are willing to put in the 
work.”

Alongside hard work and 
determination comes the 
courage to overcome injuries 
sometimes associated with 
the sport. Sharing a few of  his 
misfortunes, “My most recent 
injury is a torn groin. I have 
broken my leg twice. I also 
broke my arm, collarbone, ribs, 
and thumbs. I have suffered 
several concussions, lung 
injuries, and also shoulder and 
elbow tears.”

Considering the number of  
injuries he has suffered,  it 
would make sense to most if  
he chose to hang it up, but 
Garrett explains, “I  continue 
to ride because of  the love for 
the sport. I have had certain 
bull riding goals since I was 
a kid, and I want to achieve 

Eight seconds can be a very long time

those goals. A lifelong goal I 
set as a child is to qualify for 
the National Finals Rodeo. The 
National Finals are based on a 
dollar system. The top fifteen 
money earners make it to the 
NFR. I cracked the top 15 at the 
time I tore my groin. Right now, 
I am at least top 60 or seventy. I 
hope to return to riding at the 
beginning of  July.” 

For Garrett, July can’t come 
soon enough for a multitude 
of  reasons. “I love to travel 
the country. I have made a lot 
of  good friends all across this 
country.” Despite all his travels, 
he admits the EKG Bullarama 
holds many special memories. 
“I won the EKG Bullarama in 
2014, 2015, and 2016. In 2017 and 
2018, I was in Casper, Wyoming, 
at the College National Finals 
Rodeo, and by 2019 I was 
trying to make my run for the 
National Finals Rodeo and 
pro-rodeoing full time by then. 
As for my time in Elgin, it was 
always a great crowd and a 
good time.” 

 
 

Bull rider Garrett Wickett


