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In Brief

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice of Incorporation — Zwingman 

Financial Services LLC
Notice of Incorporation — Justin Kall-

hoff LLC
2025 Real Property Ratios — Antelope 

County Assessor
The Elgin Review is the official 

legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
Antelope County Historical Society, 
Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resources District, the State 
of Nebraska, the City of Elgin and 
Elgin School District #18.

Back row, l-r: Bryan Hestekind, Robbie “Gap” Evans, Jason Vaisvilas, B.J. Schmitt, 
Aaron Andrews, Sam Vanourney, Chris Sullivan and Assistant Coach Kip 
Stephens. Front row, l-r: John Avidano, Dave Ochsner, Coach Phil Kluthe, Sam 
Vanourney, Jarid Jochum and Brandon “Bud” Miller.

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
May 25 68 49 .00
May 26 56 51 .00
May 27 56 51 .48
May 28 57 43 .02
May 29 62 44 .00
May 30 78 56 .00
May 31 79 54 .00
Total for last week  0.50
Total for May   2.15 
Total precipitation 2025  4.44

The high temperature last week 
was 79 degrees recorded on Saturday, 
May 31. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 43 degrees recorded 
on Wednesday, May 28. 

Altogether, 0.50 of an inch of precip-
itation was recorded. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.
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Karson Kallhoff competes at 
State Golf Tournament
See page 11

Smokin for the Bronze 
attracts many to Bartlett
See pages 3 and 5

Help celebrate America by attend-
ing a Flag Day program at the Elgin 
City Park flagpole (near the swim-
ming pool) on Saturday, June 14, 
beginning at 1 p.m.  

Adults and children alike are invit-
ed to meet near the pole for a ceremo-
ny that is expected to last no longer 
than 30 minutes. Those attending are 
encouraged to bring their own lawn 
chairs. Also, the public is invited to 
bring their unserviceable flags which 
will be collected and disposed of 
properly. 

American flags will be available 
for purchase ($33). Attendees are 
encouraged to bring a can or regular 
ground coffee to be donated to the 
Norfolk Veterans Home. 

This event is being organized by 
the local chapters of the American 
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and their corresponding Auxiliaries.

Flag Day
program to be held
Saturday, June 14 

At Elgin City Park Flagpole

District #18 school
board to meet

on June 11 
At EPS board meeting room

The District #18 Board of Educa-
tion will meet on WednesdayJune 11, 
at 6:30 p.m. The meeting is open to the 
public.

Following the meeting the board 
will hold their annual retreat.

A Neligh man alleged to have 
used a company credit card to 
rack up approximately $10,000 in 
non-approved charges and charges 
not customary to his former 
employer’s business appeared for 
arraignment, May 28, in Antelope 
County District Court.

Antwan J. Deleon  appeared 
before the Honorable James Kube, 
and entered not guilty please to one 
count of unauthorized use of a fi-
nancial transaction device, a Class 
IIA felony, and one count of theft 
by deception, a Class IIA felony.

Prior to arraignment, public 
defender Pat Carney filed a motion 
to withdraw as counsel, due to a 
conflict of interest. Kube appoint-
ed Nate Stratton, of Norfolk, was 
serve as counsel. 

Deleon, who formerly worked 
in the accounting department at 
Reinke’s Farm and City Service, 
in Neligh is also alleged to have 
physically manipulated time cards 
for his sister, his girlfriend, and 
himself. The alleged manipulation 
led to approximately $13,644.90 in 
pay to the employees. Additionally, 
the business’s petty cash fund was 
short approximately $58, according 
to the probable cause affidavit.

Kube ordered Deleon to appear 
June 25, for a pretrial conference 
and scheduled a jury trial for Aug. 
18.

Stratton requested a continu-
ance for the jury trial, due to a 
scheduling conflict for counsel. 
Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Smith did not object and Kube con-
tinued the jury trial to Oct. 20.

Bond, in the amount of $25,000-
10%, with prior conditions intact, 
remains in effect.

Former employee
of Reinke’s
now facing

felony charges

Ribbon’s cut; let the shows begin

It doesn’t get any better than this!
The 2025 Vetch Days celebration in Elgin is less than a 

week away and, for the first time in recent years, the word 
‘free’ can be associated with the celebration.

The celebration gets underway Monday, June 9 and con-
clude on Wednesday, June 11.

On Tuesday and Wednesday nights, the River City Car-
nival will be set up. This year, for the first time in recent 
years, all carnival rides will be free to the public from 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m., thanks to the generosity of the Elgin Community 
Club/Chamber of Commerce who oversees the celebration.

Monday activities will feature a chalk art contest, sand 
volleyball and kickball tournaments at locations throughout 
Elgin.

Kicking off activities on Tuesday will be a pool party 
followed by kids games.

From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. will be the community BBQ at the 
Elgin Fire Hall.

Then, the biggest event of the celebration will be held. 
“Elgin - A Big Life” will be the theme for this year’s parade 
which will begin at 7 p.m. Lineup will be at Elgin City Park 
starting at 6 p.m.

The day will wrap up with the EKG duck races.
The last day of the celebration will get underway with a 

petting zoo hosted by the Way Out West 4H Club at the Elgin 
Public Library. The final event of the day will be a ‘Cruise 
Night.’

For a complete list of activities see the ad on Page 10.

‘Vetch Days’ is almost here!
Elgin’s three-day celebration starts Monday

A ribbon cutting ceremony last 
Wednesday marked an important goal 
being met for 4H/ag students through-
out Antelope County. 

The Antelope County Youth Enrich-
ment Center is now officially "open for 
business".

The journey just to get to that 
ceremony hasn't been easy for those 
working towards the completion of the 
center as they were met with a num-
ber of detours and roadblocks in this 
journey. While fundraising needs to 
continue (construction materials and 

By Lynell Morgan

Co-Publisher

Antelope County Extension office staff at the ribbon cutting (l-r): Lisa Welding, Pamela 
Slaymaker, Brooke Kumm (a recent graduate of South Dakota State) and Emma Qualset.

other costs went up considerably after 
the project was launched), a number 
of supporters are feeling a sense of 
accomplishment.

The Elgin Review spoke with four of 
the hard-working fundraisers, perhaps 
we should call them the "core four", as 
they were key in a) pushing the need 
for the new building and b) doing a 
HUGE amount of fundraising. The 
meetings, the phone calls - and follow-
up phone calls - to potential donors, 
the face-to-face meetings to explain the 
need for the center, that's where you 
would find these four: Rhonda Meyer, 

See BUILDING, Page 7 ▶

Now that’s a long parade
Highway 14 was full of classic automobiles and pickups for a period of time Sunday morning as Tour Nebraska rolled through Petersburg 
and Elgin northward. The vehicles, approximately 465, arrived in Elgin around 10:30 a.m. and took nearly 20 minutes to get past Elgin One 
Stop and head north to Neligh. As they drove through town they were greeted by a number of Elgin car enthusiasts, many parked in front 
of the Elgin KC Hall. See more photos on Page 12.

E-R photo/DMorgan

A ribbon cutting Wednesday afternoon, May 28, for the new Antelope County Youth Enrichment Center. Doing the honors was Ag Society President Jeff Carr.
E-R photo/LMorgan
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Shop at Home!

It Pays To Advertise!

From JoAnn Baum’s Kitchen

Ginger Snaps, Delicious Sugar Ginger Snaps, Delicious Sugar 
Cookies, Cinnamon Coff ee CakeCookies, Cinnamon Coff ee Cake

Good day,
Summertime 

is upon us! 
School is about 
over for another 
year. The kids 
will be asking 
for snacks all 
day everyday.

We’re 
starting out 

with  a couple of  cookie ideas 
maybe you can use. They freeze 
really well if  you have the time to 
bake ahead.

The Ginger Snaps are my 
favorite! I made the sugar cookies 
to share with my sale barn crew on 
Monday for snacks. 
Maybe the young baker 

in the house would like to give them a try.
Please try these they are amazing! So 

1 cup sugar
2 sticks margarine
2 well beaten eggs
1 cup buttermilk or sour 
milk

CINNAMON COFFEE CINNAMON COFFEE 
CAKECAKE

Cream sugar and margarine, add eggs. Stir in the rest of  
the ingredients and buttermilk.

Mix the fi lling ingredients.
Pour half  of  the batter in a greased 9x13 pan. Put half  of  

the fi lling mixture on the batter. Pour the remaining batter in 
the pan. Top with the remaining fi lling mixture.

Bake at 350º for 30-35 minutes. Yummy!

2 cups fl our
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt

1-1/2 cup oil
1/2 cup molasses
4 scant tsp. soda
4 tsp cinnamon
2 tsp ginger

GINGER SNAPSGINGER SNAPS

Mix above ingredients together and roll in balls and dip in 
sugar, place on cookie shut and bake at 375º for 10-15 minutes.

My favorite!

2 cup sugar
2 eggs 
4 cups fl our
1 tsp cloves

1 cup butter
1 cup sugar
1 cup oil
2 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
5 cups fl our

DELICIOUS SUGAR DELICIOUS SUGAR 
COOKIESCOOKIES

Cream butter and sugar, add eggs, oil vanilla, and salt. Mix 
well.

Sift fl our, soda, cream of  tartar, blend into cream mixture.
Roll dough into walnut-size balls, roll balls in sugar and 

arrange on cookie sheet, fl atten with a glass and bake 350º  for 
10 minutes. Delicious.

2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp baking cream of  tartar 
Dash of  salt

Filling
1/2 cup white sugar

1/2 cup brown sugar
1 Tbls cinnamon

delicious!
This fi nal recipe is one for 

you to make and share with 
your friends and neighbors. 
When I was growing up, my 
mom would make a morning 
co� ee cake and that usually 
meant a friend or neighbor 
was coming by for a visit, and 
having co� ee or tea.

It’s such an enjoyable food to 
share. Maybe you could make 
some to share when you go see 
your mom for “Mother’s Day.”

Enjoy!
                      JoAnn

Elgin Public Schools last 
week announced their semester 
honor rolls. They ae:
ALL ‘A’

Garrett Busteed, Sophia 
Burke, Sydney Niewohner, 
Kynlee Tillis, Gentry Zwing-
man, Dannyka Smidt, Kyndal 
Busteed, Jarek Erickson, Isaac 
Hemenway, Sara Bode, Saman-
tha Durre, Kate Furstenau, 

Names announced of students
named to EPS semester honor rolls

Callie Heithoff, Chloe Henn, 
Lauren Vitamvas
SUPERIOR

Braxtyn Eisenhauer, Anna 
Dworak, Jael Lammers, Bry-
stol Buschow, Max Henn, 
Makenna Mortiboy, Kaidynce 
Schrad, Molly Thiessen, Zevon 
Buetcher, Kyla Donaldson, Ruby 
Durre, Kierstyn Eisenhauer, 
Libby Evans, Gavin Harkins, 
Madelyn Kurpgeweit, Kylee 
Lichtenberg, Braelyn Martin-
sen, Gemma Miller, Megan 
Wright, Kaiden Bode, Jayda-
lynn Chessmore, Creighton 
Harkins, Haley Parks, Trey 

Rittscher, Kayton Zwingman, 
Taylor Beckman, Emma Kin-
ney, IJM, Trissa Russell, Jaidyn 
Schrad, Kaeden Schwarting
HONOR ROLL

Cael Bottorf, Brayden Clark, 
Victoria Evans, Rylee Rokahr, 
Cara Romej, Tenley Schin-
dler, Jayvin Erickson, Ethan 
Hansen, Macy Rokahr, John 
Zwingman, Evin Pelster, Riker 
Suhr, Justice Blecher, Wyatt 
Paul, Rylen Schwarting, Sadie 
Thiessen, Andrea Hansen, Hal-
le Lueking, Ticen Sparr, Austin 
Hinkle, Kellan Hoefer, Landon 
Kallhoff, Dylan Kolm

The 2025 4H Communications 
Contest was held recently. Elgin’s 
Ryleigh Young was awarded the 
purple ribbon as champion of Junior 
PSA.

Purple ribbon
for Ryleigh

Courtesy photo
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Say What?

Elgin Columnist
Jane Schuchardt

Sixty Years Ago         June 3, 1965
Noreen Schindler is one of 19 contestants who will be com-

peting for the $250 scholarship, all-expense-paid trip to Chicago 
and the year long program of representing the American Dairy 
Association of Nebraska. The 1965 Nebraska Dairy Princess will 
be selected at Fremont Saturday evening. The Fremont Chamber 
of Commerce and the American Dairy Association of Nebraska 
will sponsor the event. Noreen is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Schindler. Jean Tagel of Ewing is also a contestant. 

There will be a meeting of all World War I veterans and their 
ladies as well as widows of these veterans at the Legion hall in Nel-
igh Friday, June 4 at 8 p.m. The meeting is being held to organize 
a barracks and auxiliary in Antelope County as well as adjacent 
counties where no barracks exists. This is a postponed meeting 
from an earlier date which was canceled because of inclement 
weather.    

Fifty Years Ago    May 29, 1975

Strong wind, heavy rain and some hail followed the sounding of 
Elgin’s tornado alarm Thursday afternoon of last week. The siren 
was sounded here at 4:40 p.m. Rainfall was light, with a total of .40 
falling according to the gauge at the Bank of Elgin. The storm was 
of short duration passing to the northeast. Tornadoes had been 
sighted west of Albion and in the Bartlett vicinity along with omi-
nous clouds which resulted in the alarm being sounded here. 

Park Congregational Church will celebrate its 90th birthday 
anniversary Sunday, June 15. The usual service will be held in the 
morning followed by a potluck dinner at noon and an anniversary 
service at 1:30 p.m. followed by a social hour.      

Thirty Years Ago  May 31, 1995

Corey G. Kluthe, son of Allan and Doris Kluthe of Elgin, gradu-
ated from Iowa State University of Ames, IA, on Saturday, May 13, 
and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force. 
Kluthe received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engi-
neering, during the commencement exercises at Hilton Coliseum. 
He was a member of Air Force ROTC Detachment #250. He will be 
reporting for duty at Cape Canaveral, FL., on July 3, 1995. 

Emily Vanis, was “Little Miss Poppy” for the annual American 
Legion Auxiliary Poppy Day in Elgin last Saturday. Accompanying 
her on her rounds during Saturday’s rain showers was Rita Wag-
ner, president of Auxiliary Unit 229.  

Twenty Years Ago  June 1, 2005

Jim and Julie Jochum of Elgin were honored by their family on 
their 50th wedding anniversary over Memorial Day weekend in 
Omaha. 

Wednesday, June 4, 2025

So, it’s June with July just 
ahead, the only two months 
of the year spelled with four 
letters. Here are some happy 
summer words of the four-let-
ter variety -- swim, fish, romp, 

Not all four-letter words are bad
play, soak some rays. The 
four-letter word often has a neg-
ative connotation. Think $&@! 
or $&@! You fill in the blanks. 

What comes to mind for me 
are the positive ones – care, 

Monday, June 9: Breaded 
chicken patty, french fries, 
peas, peaches, milk.

Tuesday, June 10: Taco sal-
ad, refried beans, spanish rice, 
pineapple, milk.

Wednesday, June 11: 
Cheese burgers, potato salad, 

baked beans, apricots, milk.
Thursday, June 12: Spa-

ghetti with meat sauce, lettuce 
salad, green beans, strawberry/
peach mix, garlic stick, milk

Friday, June 13: BBQ 
riblets, macaroni salad, potato 
salad, fruit cocktail, milk.

Elgin Community Center Menus

hope, heal, and love. Ever won-
der if the word love, a powerful 
feeling or action, is overused? 
A friend waves as she walks out 
the door and exclaims, “Love 
you.” A judge on American Idol 
(singing competition aired on 
ABC) says, “I love the way you 
made that song your own.” A 
shopper at Elgin’s Bargain Box 
has this to say, “I just love this 
$5 bag sale.” There really can’t 
be too much love, a complex 
human emotion with differ-
ent strokes for different folks. 
There are four types – roman-
tic, familial, platonic (friend-
ship), and self-love. It’s all good, 
bringing happiness, life satis-
faction, and excitement, until 
it’s not. Love also can lead to 
negative emotions like jealousy.  

Can you love a thing, such as 
your pick-up truck, or your next 
door neighbor’s flower garden, 
or living rural? Not really. Love 
is a person-to-person thing 
which makes unrequited love 
THE WORST. This is when a 
feeling of love is not reciprocat-
ed, a lop-sided relationship or 
none at all. Love, no matter the 
type, takes acceptance, support, 

respect, and commitment.
This all triggers thoughts of 

another four-letter word that 
hit me hard on May 8th --POPE. 
Not one to watch TV during 
the day, I had it on, volume low, 
while icing my left hip after 
replacement surgery. And there 
it was – 
the white 
smoke 
billowing 
above the 
Vatican in 
Rome, and 
then the 
jubilation 
by Cath-
olics and 
all people 
around the 
world. 

An 
historic 
moment for 
sure, so I 
cranked up 
the sound and listened intently 
to coverage by ABC’s David 
Muir and his colleagues. While 
born Lutheran with no reason 
for change, I held a deep respect 
for Pope Francis and wondered 
who might be the new leader. 

Let me admit that frisson 
engulfed me (and it wasn’t 
from the ice pack) when it was 
announced Pope Leo XIV was 
elected the first American in 
this role. BTW, frisson is a 
fancy word for goosebumps, 
an involuntary, pleasurable 
sensation usually in response 
to music, art, or something else 
that moves you emotionally. 

As the new pope stood before 
a crowd of thousands, what he 
said is what the world needs 
right now – peace, building 
bridges, and the promise that 
evil will not prevail. 

We are challenged to live as 
God commanded -- to love one 
another just as God loves us all. 

As we wiggle our toes in the 
sand on the river’s edge, stop for 
a soft serve ice cream cone to 
top off a relaxing day, or watch 
the children run through the 
fresh-mowed green grass, keep 
that four-letter word LOVE in 
mind. While love only racks up 
14 points in a game of Scrabble 
(the top is quiz at 22), it’ll get 
you the highest score in life. 
Happy summer!

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic Junior/Senior High 
School semester honor rolls 
were announced. They were:
High Honors

Seniors — Natalie Buren-
heide, Olivia Klein and Kaitey 
Schumacher

Juniors — Karson Kallhoff 
and Camry Kittelson

Sophomores — Brooke Kin-
ney

Eighth Grade — Lillian 
Moser

Seventh Grade — Chloe 
Kielty
Honor Roll

Juniors — Tessa Barlow, Jo-
vie Borer and Grady Drueke

Sophomores — Elizabeth 
Moser, Michael Selting and 
Samantha Stuhr

Freshmen — Matthew Kerk-
man

Eighth grade — Raaf Klein
Seventh grade — Nolan Seier, 

Carter Selting and Anna Stuhr

Pope John
honor rolls

FEEDYARD & FARMLAND
389.88± ACRES ANTELOPE COUNTY, NE
>>SELLING IN 2 TRACTS<<

ONLINE LAND AUCTION
Bid Online

JUNE 5-19,
2025

Contact the Listing Agent, Rex Mahoney 402.649.1816
SERVICE | INTEGRITY | RESULTS

Sellers: Kim & Peggy Allemang

Get a salebill, register and bid at www.bigiron.com

Tract #1: 235.13± Acres
Legal: SE ¼ SW ¼ Section 14-26-8, & 
NE ¼ SW ¼ Section 14-26-8 & SE ¼ 
Section 14-26-8 all in Antelope  
County, NE.

Tract #2: 154.75± Acres
Legal: Part of the SW ¼ Section 
11-T26N-8-RW, except a 5.28-acre tract 
in the NW corner, Antelope County, NE.

BIDDING ENDS JUNE 19 AT 10 A.M.CENTRAL
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.

Numbers to Know
Award Winning Newspaper

2025

 Volume 142, Wednesday, 
June 4, 2025 
Number 37

Published weekly on 
Wednesday at Elgin, NE 68636
Entered at the Elgin Post Office 

and Periodicals Postage 
Paid at Elgin, NE 68636

Telephone: (402) 843-5500

ER Publishing LLC
Dennis L. & Lynell M. Morgan

Publishers and Editors
Kari Schindler - Office Manager

Annual Subscription Rates by Mail
Antelope, Boone, Wheeler counties  
(except Ewing and Tilden) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45
Elsewhere in NE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$48
Out Of State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$53

ATTENTION POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: 

The Elgin Review
PO Box 359

Elgin, NE 68636

Email: elginreview@yahoo.com

Online: www.elginreview.com

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

Let’s get this straight – 71% of Ne-
braskans voted in November to legal-
ize the use of marijuana as medicine.

But when the State Legislature got 
around to adopting regulations to dole 
it out, lawmakers decided “whoa,” let’s 
not get too hasty about this.

It’s a crazy world, right? 
But how crazy is it when the state’s 

voters, by not just a slim margin but 
a landslide, approve new laws and the 
State Legislature decides ‘nope.’

Medical marijuana is now legal in 47 
states. Nebraska, Kansas and Idaho the 
outliers. We probably all know some-
one who’s tried it to relieve pain, ward 
off nausea or get a good night’s sleep.

But efforts in this state to legalize 
cannabis for medical purposes in 
our state have faced an onslaught of 
lawsuits and expensive advertising 
campaigns over more than a decade. 
Attorney General Mike Hilgers is 
continuing the fight, appealing all the 
way to the State Supreme Court. And 

former Gov. Pete 
Ricketts continues 
to fund anti-medi-
cal pot efforts. 

That’s despite 
the pleadings of 
parents of children 
with persistent 
and uncontrollable 
seizures, who have 
testified over and 
over at legislative 
hearings. They 
maintain that mar-
ijuana can help 
their kids, and say 
that it’s safer and 

likely more effective than drugs now 
regularly prescribed. 

Some military veterans, along with 
former Gov. and U.S. Sen. Bob Kerrey 
have also touted medical cannabis as 
effective in treating the debilitating 
effects of post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD).

Failing to get traction with state 
lawmakers, advocates eventually 
turned to the ballot box.

In 2020, they collected more than 
enough signatures to qualify for the 
ballot and were expected to gain legal-
ization. But the State Supreme Court 
nullified their labors on a technicality, 
ruling that their proposal violated the 
rule against including more than one 
subject in a ballot initiative. 

Last year, advocates finally over-
came the legal challenges and won at 
the ballot box. Now, they say that the 
“will of the people” to allow medical 
marijuana is being denied again.

The Legislature this session neglect-
ed to pass regulations governing the 
distribution of medical pot, leading one 
advocate to call it an “absolute failure.” 

Now the rules will be drawn up by 
an unelected, five-member commission 
consisting of the three members of the 
Nebraska Liquor Control Commission 
– who are all appointed by the gover-
nor – along with two new members, 
also appointed by the governor.

Pillen is not a fan of such legaliza-
tion, and the two new members he’s 
appointed have opposed medical can-
nabis, which was compared to naming 
an arsonist to lead the fire department. 
It’s led to fears that nothing will hap-
pen, or that the use of medical pot will 
be so limited that only a few people can 
be helped.

To be sure, this is a complicated sub-
ject. No one wants to see kids messing 
around with marijuana, and the vote 
wasn’t to approve pot for recreation. 
But if the natural, medicinal proper-
ties of cannabis can provide relief from 
debilitating seizures and PTSD, we 
should be handing it out free.

It’s one thing to oppose the legaliza-
tion of medicinal marijuana. But the 
people – the “second house” of state 
government – have spoken.

In Nebraska, we allow citizens, via 
the ballot box, to pass laws and consti-
tutional amendments.

And when we do so, we expect the 

State Legislature and the offices of the 
governor and attorney general to do 
what the voters want and not stand in 
the way..

*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 

World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun. 

A native of Ralston, Nebraska, he 
loves traveling and writing about the 
state.

Forward-thinking
farm policy

We welcome ‘letters to the editor’

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

When the voters speak, lawmakers
must not stand in the way

This past week marked the final full week of the 109th 
Legislature’s first session. Since the beginning of April, 
senators have been spending four days a week in session 
and also having debate go into the evening three days a 
week. Late night debate can take its toll on senators who 
spend many hours trying to pass legislation or stop bills 
from reaching the Governor’s desk.

One such example occurred during Select File debate 
LB306, a bill which would create the School Financing Re-
view Commission tasked with providing the Legislature 
with annual recommendations to adjust school funding 
to ensure stable state aid to schools while also reducing 

property taxes. During debate, Sen-
ator Lippincott made two attempts 
to attach his bill LB550 to LB306. 
LB550 would have clarified existing 
law that school districts may adopt a 
policy that excuses students so they 
may attend a course for religious 
instruction. However, a threat by sev-
eral Democrats to filibuster LB306 
led Senator Lippincott to give up his 
attempt. 

The Legislature also sent over 30 
bills to the Governor’s desk. Bills 
that I voted for on Final Reading 
include:

LB77 which improves transparen-
cy and accountability in health-plan 
prior authorizations. LB77 places 

more restrictions on insurance companies requiring prior 
authorizations for emergency medical care and prohibits 
denials made solely by artificial intelligence;

LB89, otherwise known as the Stand with Women Act, 
which defines the terms “male” and “female” and re-
quires school sports to be restricted based on a student’s 
sex assigned at birth. There is an exception if the sport 
is (1) coed or mixed or (2) there is no female equivalent 
team, such as football. The intent of this legislation is to 
preserve fairness, opportunities, and safety for women 
and girls in Nebraska by ensuring biological males cannot 
compete in female-designated sports;

LB192 which eliminates the October 1, 2025 sun-
set on Nebraska’s current eligibility level for SNAP food 
assistance, which is currently set at 165% of the Federal 
Poverty Level. If no legislation had passed, Nebraska’s 

SNAP eligibility was set to go down to 130% of the Federal 
Poverty Level on October 1, 2025. I was willing to support 
LB192 after Senator Andersen’s bill LB656 was included 
into this measure. As amended, LB192 includes language 
that gives the Nebraska Department of Health and Hu-
man Services the authority to impose work requirements, 
thereby better aligning state law with ongoing efforts in 
Congress to ensure beneficiaries of government assistance 
are contributing to the workforce;

LB346 which combines or outright repeals over 35 
boards and commissions. Over the years, the Legislature 
has created more than 240 legislatively created entities. 
This bill eliminates duplicative entities and eliminates 
approximately 370 positions;

LB380 which would better ensure that state-hired 
insurance companies reimburse Medicaid mental health 
providers at the rates posted by Nebraska’s Department 
of Health and Human Services. This bill is intended to 
stop aggressive audits that are inconsistent with state and 
federal laws or best industry practices and has resulted 
in mental health providers being asked to repay tens or 
hundreds of thousands of dollars or leave Nebraska; 

LB382 which appropriates $4 million to help sustain 
senior center and home delivered meal programs, such as 
Meals-On-Wheels, that are provided for and overseen by 
the state’s area agencies on aging; 

LB504, otherwise known as the Age-Appropriate On-
line Design Code Act, which requires online technology 
companies, including social media companies, to better 
protect the data and personal information of minor users. 
Additionally, the bill would require online technology 
companies to provide parents with more tools to help pro-
tect and support minors using websites or apps; and

LB521 which makes a number of changes to election 
procedures, including (1) requiring that a voter be noti-
fied if their voter registration is canceled and (2) allowing 
political parties to appoint watchers to monitor county 
election officials’ already mandatory three independent 
tests of vote-counting devices, the results of which would 
be published online. 

The Legislature is scheduled to adjourn sine die on 
Monday, June 2. You can reach my Capitol office telephone 
number at (402) 471-2801 or send email directly to me at 
bdekay@leg.ne.gov. My mailing address is: Senator Barry 
DeKay, District #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, 
NE 68509.

Hours pile up as state
senators eye end of  session

This week our nation marked 163 
years since the signing of the Home-
stead Act, legislation enacted by Pres-
ident Lincoln which played a key role 
in the development of farmland across 
Nebraska and rural America. Through 
perseverance, resourcefulness, and 
sacrifice, the Third District became a 
global breadbasket, and today, agri-
culture remains the economic driver 
of our state. For the future of agricul-
ture, advancing sound domestic and 
international trade policy is critical to 
keep pace with innovation and secure 
prosperity for our communities.

On Monday, Governor Jim Pillen 
and I welcomed U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins 
on a visit to Nebraska. It was a tre-
mendous opportunity to showcase our 
world-leading biofuel, livestock, and 
crop producers. 

We kicked off the tour at the 650-acre 
Bioscience Complex in Blair. From 
biofuels to food products to material 
manufacturing, agriculture outputs 
have become astoundingly diversified 
and make our nation’s economy more 
resilient. A recent estimate by Growth 
Energy showed E15 fuel blends are 
providing American drivers with the 
potential to save $110 million just over 
the Memorial Day 
weekend.

After farm stops 
in Fremont and 
Valparaiso, we held 
a roundtable with 
local agriculture 
producers where 
Secretary Rollins 
announced the 
administration’s 
new Farmers First: 
Small Family 
Farms Policy Agen-
da. This initiative 
will expand mar-
kets for our hard-
working producers, 
deliver regulatory relief, promote long-
term certainty, and ensure the accessi-
bility of USDA resources for American 
farming families working tirelessly to 
feed and fuel the world.

Given a level playing field, our 
producers are the most productive on 
the planet. U.S. beef, for example, is 
the world standard—produced sus-
tainably and efficiently. In fact, Amer-
ican ranchers supply 19 percent of the 
world’s beef from only 6 percent of the 
world’s cattle. This is why reducing 
unscientific barriers to international 
markets is so important for delivering 
our products to eager consumers.

For this reason, I commend Pres-
ident Trump and his administration 
for conducting swift trade negotiations 
with the United Kingdom to the mutual 
benefit of our producers, job creators, 
and consumers. Increased access for 
agriculture products such as beef and 
ethanol are significant steps as we 
work toward fully eliminating barriers 
to American agriculture products. I 
am pleased the administration has in-
dicated it continues to pursue dynamic 
dialogue with the United Kingdom to 
address additional concerns, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
in Congress to ensure long-term dura-
bility of such agreements.

Additionally, the historic legislative 
package passed by the House this week 
includes landmark tax relief for the ag-
riculture industry. The increase to the 
199A pass-through deduction applies to 
98 percent of American farms. Perma-
nent Death Tax relief will help protect 
family farms and small businesses for 
generations. Furthermore, updates 
to Farm Bill programs through a 
much-needed full extension will offer 
certainty needed by hardworking pro-
ducers and unlock economic growth 
for rural communities.

As the legislative process and trade 
negotiations move forward, I appreci-
ate Secretary Rollins’ and President 
Trump’s understanding of the chal-
lenges facing farming and ranching 
families. I will continue to work with 
them and my congressional colleagues 
to develop forward-thinking policies 
so Nebraska’s families can plan for a 
prosperous future.
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‘Smokin for the Bronzes,’ a 
barbecuing competition, was 
held in Bartlett Saturday, May 
31.  An Antique and Classic 
Tractor pull, a car show, which 
also featured motorcycles and 
tractors and vendors made for a 
great community get together.

Community members who 
headed the day’s events were: 
Kurt Einspahr; barbecue 
competition, Nick and Bridget 
Schmidt; Tractor Pull, Vendors; 
Bridget Schmidt, Corn Hole; 
Cornerstone Bank, Kids Tractor 
Pedal; Bartlett FFA and Car 
Show; Riley Williamson and 
Chad Plugge.

The tractor pull began by 
honoring our nation’s flag.  
Those singing the National 
anthem were Kinley and Brielle 
Gordon, Sofia and Faith Heinz, 
Noah Gordon and Amelia 
Heinz.

Winners of the barbecue 
competition were: Brisket 
Competition 1st-3rd: Kickin 
Bull Barbecue ( Pierce), 4K BBQ 
(Bartlett) and Lot2Q (Grand 

Bartlett Bits
Island). Pork Butt Competition 
1st- 3rd: Kickin Bull Barbecue 
(Pierce),  Killin, Grillin Barbe-
cue (Palmer) and Lot2Q ( Grand 
Island).Chef’s Choice 1st-3rd: 
Kickin Bull Barbecue (Pierce), 
Cardiac Smokers (Morris 
Bluffs) and 4K BBQ (Bartlett).  
People’s Choice 1st-3rd: 4K BBQ 
(Bartlett), Kickin Bull Barbecue 
(Pierce) and Smoke Show (Mor-
ris Bluffs). 

Samples of each competitor 
were served to the general 
public beginning at 5 p.m. For 
$10 you could have a large plate 
filled with wonderful smoked 
barbecued meats and smoked 
sides which included cobblers, 
baked beans etc.  

The weather was perfect for 
this well-attended event.  

•••••
Wheeler Central Booster 

Club and staff honored staff 
members and paras who will 
not be returning next year. 

The Booster Club, under 
the direction of Trina Pelster 
and Bridget Smith, provided 
a dessert bar of all types of 
cookies and ice cream sundaes 
with a variety of toppings.  Staff 
members pooled their money 
to purchase gift items for each 
honored staff member.  Trina 
Pelster was the official shopper 
for the items and made some 
great choices.

These are the future plans for 
those leaving: Stefani McCain 

The tractor pull began by honoring our nation’s flag.  Those singing the 
National anthem were (back row, l-r): Kinley and Brielle Gordon, Sofia and 
Faith Heinz. Front row: Noah Gordon and Amelia Heinz.

A  staff  farewell party was held May 20 at Wheeler Central to say goodbye to those teachers and paras who will not be returning to Wheeler Central 
next year. Shown are (l-r): Stefani McCain, Teresa Smith, Abi Parker, Makenna Pelster, Julie Landgren and Hillary Baker.  Not pictured: Caden Springer.

is moving to Overton, Nebras-
ka and will be employed at 
Bertrand Schools as a 7th-12th 
grade Special Education teach-
er. Her husband Kylie moved to 
Overton earlier in the year to 
accept a job at River View Feed-
ers as an assistant. Stefanie 
taught 8-12th grade English, 
One Act and Speech at WC.   

Teresa Smith resigned this 
year after 24 years of teaching 
Special Education at Wheeler 
Central. She plans on spending 
lots of time with her family. 

Abi Parker has been teaching 
Physical Education at Wheel-
er Central in elementary and 
high school. She also had the 
position of Athletic Director.  
She will be moving to Kansas 
where her husband Reed will be 
working for a company called 
Nextgen.  

Makenna Pelster, a Wheeler 
Central graduate, who has been 
a para at Wheeler Central will 

be attending Central Commu-
nity College full time to com-
plete her Occupational Therapy 
degree. 

Julie Landgren was a part 
time para this year.  She plans 
to be a full time Grandma and 
help with ranch activities this 
coming year.  

Hillary Baker was Wheeler 
Central’s Little Rascals Daycare 
teacher.  She will be a para at 
O’Neill Public Schools next 
year.  

Caden Springer who has been 
a para this year and also a Jr. 
High golf coach, will be a half 
time P.E. teacher and half time 
para in Chambers 

•••••
Good news! My sister in law 

Janna Schrunk is home after 
a stem cell transplant.  Please 
keep her  in your prayers 
during this time of recovery.

Submitted by
Sherry Tetschner

Bartlett’s Franklin Schmidt competed in a number of categories placing 
2nd in the Classic 5000.

Photos submitted

Wayne State College com-
mencement was held last 
month.

Earning a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree was Natalie Bauer 
of Elgin.

Bauer receives
WSC diploma
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Building
Tessa Hain, Anne Meis and 
Paige (Redding) Ringhoff.

The seed of the new building 
idea began to sprout approxi-
mately 10 years ago. Hain said 
the numbers and growth in the 
4-H program - particularly in 
poultry and rabbits - that began 
around that time made it clear 
that they didn’t have the space 
needed. In the last five years, 
she pointed out that they had to 
house the animals outside of the 
poultry barn, then moved the 
overflow under the livestock 
barn and lastly set up tempo-
rary tents to place them under. 

The “we are serious” talking 
about a new building began 
following the 2019 Antelope 
County Fair. 

"Tessa and I were talking," 
explained Meyer. "Poultry was 
going (she makes an expand-
ing motion with her hands) 
and rabbits were exploding so 
Tessa and I said we have to do 
something". At that point, Meis 
was brought on board for some 
"brain-storming" meetings. 
Both Meyer and Meis said they 
quickly saw the benefit of work-
ing with the Nebraska Commu-
nity Foundation. 

"None of us had done any 
major fundraising," said Meis. 
"We realized that for any major 
grants or for people to give a tax 
(free) donation to a non-profit, 
they were the source that would 
help us, guide us."

As meetings began, Hain said 
they needed to get some super-
intendents involved. "We formed 
the committee around our poul-
try, our rabbit superintendents 
- we also got their shooting 

sports superintendents involved 
too, (as) it'll be used during the 
off-season of fair for shooting 
sports. We had some members 
from the 4H council and also 
the fair board so we could have 
a well-rounded committee to 
look from all angles on how to 
best get this building up as soon 
as we could".

After the Antelope County 
Fair Board looked at designs of 
what would work best for their 
needs and getting an idea of the 
dollars it would take (at that 
time, the fundraising commit-
tee was asked to raise approx-
imately one half the projected 
cost - of which their part was to 
be $400,000.00), the fundraising 
campaign kicked off. 

"We were able to raise these 
funds in less than three years," 
Meis stated as the others nod-
ded their heads in agreement, 
thinking that the first donation 
came in 2021-22. They appre-
ciate each and every dollar 
received and appreciated those 
who used their business con-
nections to get some corporate 
donations. 

For example, Ringhoff's sister 

and another committee member 
helped bring in a Nucor dona-
tion, an employee with Cargill 
also secured a donation from 
their company. While these 
were coming in, Meis began 
to investigate possible grants 
available. 

"I tapped into some people 
to help me write grants. It was 
a learning process (as) there 
is money out there that people 
want to give to our youth, to 
education, to good causes like 
this." Meyer added, "Every-
body was so generous, it's just 
amazing."

Some had their doubts that 
the money could be raised but 
Meyer summed up her - and 
the committee's - attitude to the 
task…. "Don't tell me I can't do 
something. Thank goodness I 
had people (on the committee) 
just like me!"  While they met 
their goal as evident by the 
ribbon cutting, their work isn't 
over as costs increased during 
the duration of construction 
and more fundraising will need 
to be done. 

The Antelope County Ag 
Society may use it occasionally 

for other functions as needed, 
all to be determined by the fair 
board. However it is used, these 
ladies are thrilled to see this 
building ready to be utilized. 

"We're glad it's built, we're 
glad we have a building, that's 
really exciting!" exclaimed 
Ringhoff with a clap of her 
hands. The group excitedly 
talking about the climate-con-
trol environment and the ani-
mals being able to stay on site. 
"We won't be hastily erecting 
tents," she added, referring to 
make-shift shelters needed in 
the past few years.

It was empty on Wednesday 
except for a table of refresh-
ments, thank you notes to be 
signed and supplies lining 
the outer walls, so the build-
ing appears huge. It is as the 
structure measures 100 feet by 
60 feet. Just like a kitchen, once 
it is supplied and people get 
working in it, it will likely feel 
smaller.

The first "official" event the 
building will host will be a 
shooting sport in July. Then, 
as fair time gets closer, pens 
and enclosures will be fill-

Instrumental in raising over $400,000 for the new building were (l-r): Anne Meis, Paige Ringhoff, Tessa Hain and 
Rhonda Meyer.

E-R photos/LMorgan

ing the space for the rabbits 
and poultry. Along with the 
much-welcomed climate con-
trol, restrooms are located in 
the building and one wall will 
hold a large donation "thank 
you" board. 

The board, recognizing the 
donors, is being paid for by the 
Tom and Sandi Henn family in 
memory of Kalin Henn and the 
Lillian Mortensen family in 
her memory with her memorial 
funds.

As you take in the fair this 
year, be sure to check out the 
Youth Enrichment Center and 
note the comfortable environ-
ment these animals now have 
while being housed there. Plus 
the public and Antelope County 
youth now have an appropri-
ate building to host and attend 
these county youth activities. 
Good job to those working be-
hind the scenes and to each and 
every donor for supporting this 
worthy cause.

The Honorable James Kube 
presided over multiple hear-
ings during a May 28 session of 
Antelope County District Court 
in Neligh.

Two individuals appeared for 
pretrial conferences.

Hunter E. Ashburn Taylor, 
30, of Tilden, appeared for a 
pretrial hearing. 

Attorney Nate Stratton told 
Kube that negotiations were 
still being exchanged and dis-
covery had yet to be completed. 
He requested a continuance. 
Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith didn’t object to the 
motion.

The defendant will appear 
July 30 for a pretrial confer-
ence. An Oct. 20 trial date has 
been set.

Ashburn Taylor’s bond, in 
the amount of $50,000-10%, with 
conditions previously ordered, 
remains in effect.

*****
Jasmine M. Maughan, 22, of 

Neligh, appeared for a pretrial 
conference on one count of DUI 
- cause serious bodily injury, a 
Class IIIA felony; procure/sell 
alcohol to minor/incompetent, 
a Class I misdemeanor; crim-
inal mischief - $0-500, a Class 
III misdemeanor; and possess 
or use drug paraphernalia, an 
infraction.

Smith advised Kube that 
Maughan tested positive for 
THC.

Maughan told Kube she had 
been in a sober living facility 
since April 2025 and had tested 
negative on May 27, when tested 
by probation officers.

Kube said defense counsel 
had filed a motion for a contin-
uance and that Maughan had 
been ordered to appear to waive 
her rights to a speedy trial.

Due to the circumstances, 
Maughan was unable to waive 
her rights during the hearing.

Kube revoked Maughan’s 
bond and remanded her to the 
Antelope County Sheriff for 24 
hours. He continued the pretrial 
conference to May 29, in Pierce 
County, and said she may ap-
pear via Zoom conference from 
the Antelope County Jail.

She was remanded to the 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

On May 29, Maughan ap-
peared via videoconference. 
Maughan waived her right to 
a speedy trial. She will appear 
June 25 in Antelope County Dis-
trict Court for a pretrial confer-
ence. A jury trail is scheduled 
for Aug. 18.

A bond hearing was held and 
Smith noted bond was origi-
nally set at $50,000-10%, prior 
to revocation. Without defense 
counsel present, Smith  submit-
ted the matter to Kube, who re-
instated bond at the aforemen-
tioned amount, with conditions 
previously ordered.

*****
Shayla N. Prochaska, 33, 

of Brunswick, appeared for 

Judge presides
over hearings

See COURT, Page 8 ▶
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF:  
Justin Kallhoff Construction, 

LLC
DESIGNATED OFFICE:  51998 

845 Road, Elgin, NE 68636
REGISTERED AGENT:  Kyle A. 

Petersen, 106 E. 2nd Street, P.O. 
Box 164, Tilden, NE 68781

Justin Kallhoff Construction, 
LLC shall engage in any lawful 
business for which a company may 
be formed under the Nebraska 

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
JUSTIN KALLHOFF CONSTRUCTION, LLC

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
ZWINGMAN FINANCIAL SERVICES, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: ZWINGMAN FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, L.L.C. The ad-
dress of the designated office is: 
1065 240th Avenue, Petersburg, 
Nebraska 68652.

The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 

V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. Box 
166, Neligh, NE 68756. It is orga-
nized to transact any lawful acts 
concerning any and all lawful busi-
ness, other than banking or insur-
ance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 

upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on May 22, 2025, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

ZWINGMAN FINANCIAL 

SERVICES, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: May 28, June 4 & 11, 
2025
ZNEZ

Uniform Limited Liability Compa-
ny Act.  Perpetual existence com-
menced on May 14, 2025, when 
the Certificate of Organization was 
filed with the Nebraska Secretary 
of State. Affairs are to be conduct-

ed by the Member of the Compa-
ny as set forth in the Operating 
Agreement.
PUBLISH: May 21, 28 & June 4, 
2025
ZNEZ

2025 REAL PROPERTY RATIOS 
ANTELOPE COUNTY ASSESSOR

NOTICE:
This is to certify that the assess-

ment roll of all real property for the 
taxable year of 2025 for Antelope 
County, Nebraska, have been pro-
cessed and completed.

Notices of Valuation Change 
were mailed June 1, 2025 to all An-
telope County property owners.  
If you disagree with value, please 

come in and review your real es-
tate records with the County As-
sessor.  You may file a protest with 
the Antelope County Clerk, on or 
before June 30th.  All protests must 
contain a name, address, legal de-
scription, parcel number, current 
value, requested value, and a state-
ment of explanation for requesting 

Fiber Internet Fiber Internet 
Built for Built for YouYou
The Nebraska WayThe Nebraska Way

www.stealthbroadband.com

James M. Blackburn, 78
September 30, 1946 - May 31, 2025
A Celebration of Life Visitation

will be held Monday, June 9, at the Neligh 
American Legion Hall.

A Celebra-
tion of Life 
Visitation 
for James 

M. Blackburn age 78 of Neligh, 
Nebraska will be 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Monday, June 9, 2025 
at The Neligh American Legion 
in Neligh, Nebraska. 

Beyer Snider Memorial 
Funeral Home of Neligh will be 
handling the arrangements. 

Jim passed away on May 31, 
2025 at the University Medical 

Center in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Condolences may be directed 

to the family at www.beyersnid-
ermemorialfh.com

Family has requested No 
Flowers - In lieu of flowers 
or plants a memorial in Jim’s 
name to Grace Lutheran 
Church, Pope John School, 
Tunnel to Towers, Antelope 
Memorial Hospital, St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic Church, and 
or to your favorite charity.

The Elgin Review  •  June 4, 2025

OBITUARIES

a change in the valuation.
2025 Ratios:
Residential-98% 
Commercial-94% 
Agricultural-71%

Kelly Mueller-Oltjenbruns
Antelope County Assessor

PUBLISH: June 4 & 11, 2025
ZNEZ

 ◀ FROM Page 7
Court

Four individuals appeared May 28, in Antelope County District 
Court, for show cause hearings.

Megan L. Brandt, 41, of Oakdale, appeared regarding unpaid 
restitution from a 2014 case involving theft by unlawful taking over 
$1,500, a Class III felony, from the Village of Oakdale.

The Honorable James Kube reported Brandt had only made two 
payments in 2025 toward restitution. The defendant, who appeared 
without counsel, objected and noted she believed three payments 
had been made. Kube advised Brandt $12,766 remains to be paid.

Antelope County Attorney Joe Smith noted that payments have 
been inconsistent but did not object to a continuance to permit 
Brandt a chance to continue to try to make regular payments.

Kube continued the show cause hearing to Nov. 26.
*****

A continuance was granted in a case involving Kaitlyn C. Dozler, 
35, of Omaha. Smith noted restitution payments are being made 
and requested a continuance to July 30.

Dozler’s case stems from charges in 2023, for DUI-.15+ or refusal 
(3 prior convictions), a Class IIA felony.

*****
Christopher W. Robinett, 22, of Lincoln, appeared in two sepa-

rate cases.
In a 2022 case where he was found guilty of attempt of a Class 

2A felony, a Class IIIA felony, Robinett told Kube he had not made 
payments because he was unaware of how to do so.

Smith noted the defendant was ordered to pay restitution joint-
ly with the co-defendant and offered a payment  history into the 
record.

Kube found Robinett in contempt of the court’s previous order 
to pay restitution, in the amount of $4,674.56, jointly and severally, 
and told the defendant the contempt charge may be purged by mak-
ing a minimum $50 per month payment, beginning June 1.

Kube set a status hearing for Aug. 27.
The second case, stemming from a 2023 case involving charges 

of burglary, a Class IIA felony, and DUI-alcohol-1st offense, a Class 
W misdemeanor, Robinett relayed similar information  from the 
first hearing and Smith again presented a payment history into the 
record.

Kube found Robinett in contempt of the court’s previous order 
to pay restitution, in the amount of $4,525.11, jointly and severally, 
and told the defendant the contempt charge may be purged by mak-
ing a minimum $50 per month payment, beginning June 1.

Kube set a status hearing for Aug. 27.
*****

Brian G. Tibbens, 54, of Elgin, did not appear for a show cause 
hearing stemming from a 2021 case involving a conviction of as-
sault-1st degree, a Class II felony. Tibbens was not represented by 
counsel.

Kube not Tibbens failure to appear and said the state may take 
whatever action it deems necessary.

SAM

Show cause hearings held in
Antelope County District Court

sentencing on one count of 
possession of a controlled 
substance-methamphetamine, 
a Class IV felony; and one count 
of second degree trespassing, a 
Class III misdemeanor.

Defense counsel Ryan Stove 
submitted multiple character 
letters as addendums to the pre-
sentence investigation report.

Kube determined Prochaska 
was a suitable candidate for 
probation and announced the 
defendant will serve concurrent 
terms of 18 months probation 
and ordered her to serve 90 days 
in Antelope County jail, with 
credit for two days previous 
served. 

Prochaska will serve 45 days 
immediately, with the balance 
to be served prior to completion 
of probation, unless waived. 
Kube also revoked Prochaska’s 
license for one year.

Bond was exonerated to pay 
fines and costs. Prochaska was 
remanded to the Antelope Coun-
ty Sheriff.

*****
Harley J. Snyder, 22, of 

Norfolk, was represented by 
defense counsel Brad Ewalt, for 
a probation revocation hearing 
on a conviction of attempted 
burglary, a Class IIIA felony.

Ewalt told Kube he had been 
unable to contact the defendant 
regarding the hearing and not-
ed an evidentiary hearing in the 
matter is set for June 25. 

Ewalt requested a continu-
ance.

Smith objected and Kube con-
curred, denying the defense’s 
motion. 

Kube ordered a bench war-
rant for Snyder.

Ewalt requested reasonable 
bond be set once Snyder is 
detained. 

Smith requested a higher 
bond amount.

Kube set bond at $30,000-10%, 
upon Snyder’s detention, and 
will address bond further once 
Snyder is detained.

SAM

Stay Informed by
Reading The Public Notices!

Read the Public Notices!
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ELGIN — Summer means dif-
ferent things to different people.

That was my impression from 
this past weekend - the unoffi-
cial first weekend of summer.

Normally that title goes to 
Memorial Day Weekend. That 
three-day blast is usually re-
served for a dip in the pool, hot 
dogs, apple pie, etc.

But, Memorial Day Weekend 
2025 here and around Elgin 
didn’t lend itself to many of the 
afore-mentioned activities. It 

was too cold 
to open the 
pool, but the 
pool wasn’t 
scheduled 
to open here 
til May 31 so 
I’ll give the 
pool manag-
er and the 
lifeguards 
a ‘pass.’ 
Hot dogs? 
Maybe, but 
the outdoor 
conditions 
weren’t 
conducive 

to fine grilled hot dogs. Which 
brings to mind, the Morgan clan 
prefers hot dogs to be cooked to 
the point where the outer skin 
is crunchy, not burnt. Any dog 
not cooked that way leaves the 
cook in jeopardy of losing fam-
ily rights. Any hot dog which 
shows no signs of being too 
close to the fire can just sit on 
the serving plate, case closed. 
Of course, at concession stands 
we have no choice.

Apple pie? Doesn’t necessar-
ily have to be apple, it could be 
peach, cherry, coconut cream, 
pecan or apricot and I would be 
happy. But, is it just me, or is 
the art of making a homemade 
pie reserved solely to mid-
dle-age/senior citizen pie mak-
ers? The art of fine pie making 

should be passed down from one 
generation to the next. Whatev-
er happened to mothers teach-
ing daughters how to make pie, 
or mother in-laws taking the 
time to teach daughter in-laws 
their husband’s favorite reci-
pes? 

Bernice Siems makes the 
best peach pie in the county. 
I’m sure if someone wanted to 
learn the art of pie-making she 
gladly give lessons. You may 
have to negotiate a price for said 
lessons, but it would be worth it.

Enough about that weekend.
This past weekend marked 

the opening of the Elgin Swim-
ming Pool. The good Lord above 
gave pool staff and swimmers 
near perfect weather to splash 
around Saturday, the opening 
day of pool season here. With 
the temperature in the 80s, and 
sunshine everywhere, it was the 
perfect day to splash around or 
soak up some sun rays. As Cop-
pertone once said, rotate every 
15 minutes to avoid sunburn.

Also on Saturday, to the west, 
Bartlett hosted ‘Smokin for the 
Bronze.’ The BBQ was just one 
of a number of activities held 
that day. There were tractor 
pulls (real and pedal), a vendor 
market and other activities. 
Most of the events took place 
north of the Herb Mignery stat-
ues near the courthouse. How 
fitting, since money raised from 
the event was to go to support 
the statues. Check out some 
of the photos of the day which 
can be found elsewhere in this 
newspaper.

Not to be outdone, on Sunday, 
the Northeast Pullers were in 
Elgin competing against one 
another in one of the first com-
petitions of the season. Again, 
great weather for fans of the 
sport to be outside watching 
these tractors, young and old, 
roar to life. And roar they do, 

you can hear these metal beasts 
all over town.

I know some of the competi-
tors, some better than others. 
They are passionate about the 
sport, just as much as those 
NASCAR drivers are. 

Tractor pulls remind me of 
rodeo in this sense - Rodeo orig-
inated in the late 1800s for cow-
boys on the plains to showcase 
their skills and compete against 
each other. Tractor pulls orig-
inated, according to social me-
dia, from horse-powered pulling 
competitions in the 1860s to 
tractors in the 1930s. Today the 
antiques may be vintage, but 
the modern tractors feature the 
most modern innovations to 
gain a competitive edge as they 
pull the weight transfer sled 
towards the finish line.

*****
The final NSAA-sanctioned 

event of the 24/25 school year 
was completed Thursday after-
noon with the Class D State Golf 
Tournament. The Wolfpack’s 
lone state qualifier, Karson 
Kallhoff gained valuable expe-
rience competing at Quail Run 
Golf Course at Columbus in the 
36-hole tournament played over 
two days.

I’m sure he will look back 
at missed opportunities on the 
course to post a better score. 
But, one should remember, 
there are a lot of high school 
golfers who didn’t qualify for 
the state tournament. While 
they were at home, Kallhoff and 
others from CWC and Nel-
igh-Oakdale were in the hunt 
for a state medal.

Spring sports in Nebraska 
are said to start in late March 
and end in late May. Some years 
it feels like ‘spring’ for only a 
week or two, other years it’s lon-
ger or even shorter. After last 
weekend, it feels like summer 
has arrived a bit early.
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COLUMBUS — Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John Wolfpack golfer 
Karson Kallhoff ended his 
junior season where he wanted 
to be - competing at the NSAA 
Class D State Golf Tournament.

Played at Quail Run Gold 
Club, Kallhoff shot a 36-hole 
score of 191 to finish in a tie for 
67th place. On Wednesday he 
shot a 103, then improved his 
score by 15 strokes with an 88 in 
the second round. 

Medalist for the tournament 
was Calvin Wilmes of Creigh-
ton. A junior who will have a 

chance to defend his title next 
season, Wilmes shot a (73-81) 
154 to edge Cambridge junior 
Micah Gerlach in a playoff. 
Altogether, 101 golfers competed 
at the tournament.

Winning the team title was 
Creighton with a score of 683 
followed by Loomis 700, North 
Central 701, Johnson-Brock 702, 
Hitchcock County 714, Hi-Line 
721, Overton 725, Neligh-Oak-
dale 732, Deshler 733, CWC 734, 
NP St. Pat’s 734, Archangels 
Catholic 738, Sutherland 755, 
Sandy Creek 783 and Bloomfield 

789.
Neligh-Oakdale team scores 

were Corbin Hoefer 169, Logan 
Lichtenberg 174, Tyson Blake-
man 190, Andrew Henery 199 
and Wyatt Koinzan 227. 

Neligh-Oakdale finished 
eighth in the final team stand-
ings.

CWC team scores were Wil-
liam Jesse 169, Daniel Kluver 
181, Carter Metschke 182, 
Mason Knox 202 and Michael 
Jesse 234. CWC’s team finished 
in a tie for 10th in the final team 
standings.

Kallhoff ties for 67th at Class D State Golf

Champions of the Elgin Alumni Golf Tournament held Saturday at Antelope Country Club were the team of Carter 
Camp, Mitchell Cockerill, Schuyler Sharp and Trent Ostransky. Conditions were right with sunshine and a good 
breeze. They shot a 59 to win by two strokes over the Ryan Reestman team. Winner of the golf cart raffle was 
Denise Kurpgeweit of Neligh.

Elgin Alumni Golf Tournament held
Photo submitted

Karson Kallhoff competed Wednesday and Thursday at the Class D State Golf Tournament held in Columbus.
Photo submitted
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KEARNEY – The University 
of Nebraska at Kearney an-
nounced students who earned 
a place on the dean’s list for the 
spring 2025 semester.

Students who are on the 
dean’s list must have complet-
ed 12 credit hours or more of 
classes with a 3.5 grade-point 

Local students named to UNK Dean’s List
average or better on a 4.0 scale. 
Students earn a 4.0 for an “A,” 
3.0 for a “B” and 2.0 for a “C.”

Courses taken on a credit/
no credit basis – such as in-
ternships and student teaching 
– aren’t included among the nec-
essary 12 credits. 

Elgin — Baylee Busteed; Ash-

tyn Meis and Skyler Meis
Petersburg — Natalie Eliz-

abeth Pelster; Jeri Wies and 
Karlie Wies

Neligh — Kaylee Ramold; 
Aleynah Shabram and Hannah 
Vraspir


