
Wednesday
May 29, 2024

Volume 141, Number 36 1 Section, 14 Pages USPS Number 172-8220 $1.00

Memorial Day 2024: Honoring the memory of those who served

Park Cemetery speaker Paige Ringhoff with Elgin Legion Commander Gary Hoefer.Joe Seier and other veterans honored the dead with a 21-gun salute. E-R photos/DMorgan

Giving the Memorial Day Address at Elgin 
was Rev. Jonathan Braden of Elgin Chris-
tian Community Church.

Playing ‘Taps’ was recent Elgin High School graduate Keyera Eisenhauer.

A large gathering of veterans, their family members and others turned out Monday morning for the Memorial Day program. The Elgin High School Band, under the di-
rection of Eric Heithoff, performed patriotic music 

Just one of many graves decorated with flowers Monday morning.



Page 2 Wednesday, May 29, 2024

See GRADUATES, Page 10 ▶

In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Organization — 118 Insurance 
LLC

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County 
Board of Commissioners

 Date High Low Prec
May 19 72 52 .00
May 20 73 53 .88
May 21 64 51 .19
May 22 70 52 .00
May 23 78 50 .17
May 24 66 47 .00
May 25 76 52 .00
Total for last week  1.24
Total for April   8.45 
Total precipitation 2024  12.97

The high temperature last week 
was 78 degrees recorded on May 23. 
The low during the same period was 
47 degrees recorded on May 24.

Altogether, 1.24 inches of precipita-
tion was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Pope John Spanish
students are now
in Madrid, Spain 

27 students plus chaperones
Last April, Pope John Spanish 

teacher Amy Klein posed a question 
to her students: “How many of you 
would be interested in traveling to 
Spain?” Fast forward to May 28 when 
27 people left to fulfill that dream. 

To help pay for their trip, the 
participating students did two fund-
raisers, a color run and an ice cream 
social. The color run was held during 
Vetch Days last year. Many adults 
and kids enjoyed running/walking 
and getting dusted with a variety of 
colors. Mrs. Chris Grundmayer, who 
is also traveling with the group, put 
together an ice cream social at the 
Boone County Historical Museum. 
Several trip participants donated 
pies, ice cream, and their time to 
make this fundraiser a success. 

While in Spain this group is going 
to be staying in the city of Madrid and 
traveling to the cities of Toledo and 
Segovia. In each of these cities they 
are going to enjoy new experiences, 
and learn new things about Spain. 

A few of the things that they get to 
enjoy while in Madrid are a sightsee-
ing tour, a visit to the Royal Palace, 
and a walk through the Gran Vía. 
Students are also going to visit the 
art museums El Prado and La Reina 
Sofia, where they will view the mural 
“Guernica” by Pablo Picasso. This is 
a highly anticipated point in the trip 
for many of the students because all 
of Mrs. Klein’s Spanish 1 classes read 
a book that featured this mural. The 
book highlights the significance of 
the mural and it’s role in history. 

On day 5 of their trip, the group is 
going to visit the city of Toledo. Tole-
do is filled with artisan shops and is 
best know for its gold craftsmanship 
and sword making. The group will 
visit the Church of Santo Tomé, St. 
Mary’s Synagogue, and the Toledo 
Cathedral while there. 

The final city that they will see is 
Segovia. Highlights in this city in-
clude a two-story ancient Roman aq-
ueduct, a cathedral, and the Alcázar. 
This is the castle that the “Catholic 
Kings” Ferdinand and Isabel lived in 
in the 1600’s. Walt Disney is said to 
have designed the castle featured in 
“Sleeping Beauty” after it. 

The group is scheduled to return 
on June 3.

May is a month noted for college graduations. Among 
the area students who received college diplomas during 
the past few weeks are:
University of Nebraska-Kearney

Albion — Destiny Umbarger, BS Chemistry; Emilie 
Kelley, BAED Elementary Education
University of Nebraska Medical Center-Kearney

Elgin — Faith Kinney, Bachelor of Science in Nursing
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Albion — Mataya Johnson, Bachelor of Science in 
Plant and Landscape Systems; Kelley Kleffner, Bachelor 
of Science in Education and Human Sciences; and Brian 
Mock, Bachelor of Arts

Elgin — Adam Dreger, Bachelor of Science in Agricul-
tural Education

Tilden — Kimberly Osborn, Master of Professional 
Accountancy
Wayne State College

Albion — Michael Bader, School Administration/Edu-
cational Leadership PK-8; Elizabeth Hauger, Curriculum 
& Instruction-Instructional Leadership; Claire Nelson, 
Albion, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Agricul-
ture - Agribusiness

Neligh — Dylan Kaup, School Administration/Educa-
tional Leadership PK-12

Elgin — Danielle Prater, Curriculum & Instruction-
al-Instructional Leadership; Wesley Prater, Curriculum 
& Instruction-Instructional Leadership
Northeast Community College

Albion — Hannah Santos, Associate of Arts Degree; 
Conor Dempsey, Associate of Arts Degree; Brittany 
Priester, Albion, Associate of Science Degree/Associate 
of Applied Science Degree in Agriculture - Diversified 
Agriculture; Ally Staub, Associate of Science Degree; 
Mattie Young, Associate of Science Degree; Claire Nel-
son, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Agriculture 
- Agribusiness; Brenden Beierman, Associate of Applied 
Science Degree in Agriculture - Agronomy; Harrison 
Dodds, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Agricul-
ture - Precision Agriculture; Riley Buck, Associate of Ap-
plied Science Degree in Early Childhood Education; Amy 
Lueken, Associate of Applied Science Degree in Health 

Area students among 
university graduates

More than 150 alumni and guests attended Saturday night’s Elgin High School Banquet. The occasion was special in that it was the 
150th year of School District #18 and the high school building (which so many alumni attended) is 100 years old this year. Phyllis Kin-
ney, Class of 43 (above), was the oldest alumni in attendance. Three other EPS who graduated in the 1940s attended the banquet. They 
were Dale Petersen ’46 (second from right), Merland Clark ’47 (left)  and Gene Norton ’48 (right). Another, Doris Baum ‘46 (not pictured) 
attended the social afterwards at the KC Hall. (Right) Entertaining alumni with song was EHS alum Bruce Merchant ’57.

Elgin High alumni celebrate, rekindle memories

E-R photos/DMorgan
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

See COBB, Page 11 ▶

Sixty Years Ago  May 28, 1964
Gloria Robertson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dallas G. Robertson 

has been awarded a $100 scholarship by St. John’s College of Win-
field, Kans., according to an announcement by the school’s scholar-
ship committee. A graduate of Elgin Public High School, Gloria is 
presently completing the freshman year of a parish worker course 
at St. John’s College. 

Lois Funk, 1 1/2-year-old, is alive today because of the Clearwa-
ter rescue squad, Mrs. Fred Nolze, RN, and artificial respiration 
administered by her father, Eddie Funk. The child was found float-
ing on top of the water in a stock tank at the Funk farm Thursday 
evening. 

Elgin’s drive for UHF TV booster funds has jumped to over the 
half-way mark following a house-to-house drive backed by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Geo. Wright stated Tuesday afternoon that 
up to that time a total of $1,995 had been collected with eight solici-
tors not having reported in. 

Kathleen Funk, Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Funk and John 
Murphy of Omaha were married Saturday morning in St. John’s 
Church.       

Fifty Years Ago May 30, 1974

Airman Ronald C. Haskins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. 
Haskins of R.R. 2, Elgin, has completed Air Force basic training at 
Lackland AFB, Tex. During his six week training, he studied the 
Air Force mission, organization and customs and received special 
instruction in human relations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Faust of Petersburg are the parents of a 9 
lb. 4 oz. son, Curt William, born May 21, 1974 in Antelope Memorial 
Hospital. 

The Antelope County Fair Association has received $500 from 
Ak-Sar-Ben to be used for construction of a covered wash rack and 
arena for hogs on the fair grounds, according to president Leon-
ard Bennett and secretary Betty Brennan of the Antelope County 
Agricultural Society. 

The Elgin FFA Chapter removed a dead tree Wednesday, May 22 
from the Ralph Heckert property. In removing the tree they used 
four chain saws, three pickups, a tractor and plenty of manpower.      

Thirty Years Ago May 25, 1994

 A new addition to the veterans’ memorial will be dedicated 
during Memorial Day services Monday, May 30, at West Cedar 
Valley and St. Boniface Cemeteries north of Elgin. 

Two local high school students have been chosen to participate 
in the Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation Leadership Seminars this 
summer. Sara Getzfred, a junior next year at Pope John Central 
Catholic, will be among 145 students attending the Nebraska South 
Leadership Seminar, June 2-5, at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln. Nathan Dickerson, a junior next year at Elgin High School, 
will be among more that 150 students attending the Nebraska 
North Leadership Seminar, June 2-5, at Creighton University in 
Omaha. 

Melvin and Pat Kallhoff of rural Elgin were honored on their 
40th wedding anniversary at a dinner party in a Columbus restau-
rant last Sunday, May 22.       

Twenty Years Ago June 5, 2004

At a special meeting last Thursday, May 27, the Elgin Public 
Schools Board of Education accepted a bid for installation of a new 
chair lift in the high school building. The bid of $34,970 was accept-
ed from Access Elevator Co. Only one bid was received. 

Elgin native Leigh Selting has been hired by Nebraska Reperto-
ry Theatre to star in two of its 2004 predictions. Selting will play 
the leading role of Nick, a New York City fire captain, in a produc-
tion of “The Guys” by Anne Nelson. He will also play the Bellhop 
in a comedy, “Lend Me A Tenor.”

James and Betty Getzfred of Elgin and Galen and Debbie 
Furstenau of rural Tilden have announced the engagement and 
approaching marriage of their children, Megan Getzfred of Elgin 
and Kent Furstenau of rural Tilden. 

I have cracked the code.  I 
have figured out the secret 
sauce.  Mother’s Day has a 
sweet spot.  In between the di-
apers and college, there are an 
amazing few years.  Don’t blink 
because they don’t last long.

Mother’s Day has a sweet spot in my heart for many reasons
The first few years as a moth-

er, it’s usually the significant 
other that pampers the wife.  
The thrill of being a new mom is 
still there and you get adorable 
“handmade” crafts from school 
(that the teachers did since they 
were babies).  Either way, you’re 
soaking it up and it’s great.  

Somewhere along the line, 
Mother’s Day is just another 
day for many years.  You have 
young children who want to 
make your day special with 
breakfast in bed.  For me, this 

usually equated to 
burnt toast and runny 
eggs.  Despite one’s 
best efforts, it’s im-
possible to do nothing 
for the day.  Young 
children demand 
your attention and 
although you may 
appreciate all the 
macaroni necklaces 
and pictures, you are 
exhausted.

As your kids grow 
older and go off to 
college, you hope 
for a text or a phone 
call.  Eventually they 
are pre-occupied 
celebrating as moms 

themselves, or per-
haps their wives are 
moms.  You may get 
a card in the mail, 
but otherwise it’s not 
about you anymore.  
And that’s ok, that’s 
the natural progres-
sion of things.  But 
there’s a sweet spot 
in between.  The 
golden years.

I experienced this 
first-hand for the 
first time ever.  I did 
have to work that 
morning from home, 
but I didn’t mind.  I 

Monday, June 3 1: Tator tot 
casserole w/green beans, tossed 
salad, pears, milk.
Tuesday, June 4: Sub sandwich, 
creamy cucumbers, cottage 
cheese, carrots/celery, pineap-
ple, milk.
Wednesday, June 5: Fried chick-
en, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, pears w/Jello, milk.
Thursday, June 6: Ham & noodle 
bake, mixed vegetables, tomato/
cucumber salad, tropical fruit, 
milk.
Friday, June 7: Hamburger on 
bun, Italian veggie salad, baked 

beans, lettuce salad, apple-
sauce, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. 
Menus are provided by the Community 

Center and are subject to change).

Suggested price is $6 per meal 
for persons 60 years of age and 
older. 
Under 60 is $9.00. Serving 
starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday thru Fri-
day. Takeout starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. to 
reserve a meal for that day. 

Elgin Community 
Center Menus

The annual Antique Tractor Pull & Northeast Nebraska Pullers 
event will be held this Sunday, June 2.

To be held on the north edge of Elgin, it is scheduled to begin at 
11 a.m.

There will be two sleds, one for antiques and one for bigger 
classes, both running at the same time.

There’s something for everyone as a bounce house will be set up 
at the site and a Kids Pedal Pull will be held in the afternoon.

Food and restrooms will be on site.
For more information, visit the Northeast Nebraska Pullers 

Facebook page or contact Bruce Clark (402) 843-8324.

Northeast Pullers to 
be in Elgin Sunday



Wednesday, May 29, 2024Page 4

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Joe Biden, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-
0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.ne.gov.
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FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

Let’s help all of  Nebraska’s students

Recognizing
emergency
responders

It’s all in 
the past now, 

money changes
everything

One of the great, unsolved mysteries 
in the state has been why the beloved 
Trev Alberts left his alma mater to be-
come athletic director at Texas A&M.

Alberts was an All-American foot-
ball player at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, then eventually became 
athletic director at the school after a 
successful stint at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha.

Seemed like a match made in 
heaven, and a job 
Alberts would hold 
for many years.

But then, sud-
denly, it was over, 
and Alberts was 
trading Husker red 
for Aggie maroon.

One common 
theory is that his 
$450 million plan 
to renovate hal-
lowed (but aging) 
Memorial Stadium 
landed with such 
a thud with some 
donors that he split 
for much wealthier 

fields in the Lone Star State.
Much of the grumbling about the 

renovation plan came from season 
ticket holders who just wanted a wider 
seat with a back rest and a cup holder 
— like at every modern sports venue 
today — instead of the current bench 
seats, a remnant of the age of leather 
helmets. 

There was much questioning about 
the need for such an expensive stadium 
upgrade at a time when results on the 
field haven’t been, shall we say, exactly 
bowl worthy, and when the university, 
overall, is facing a budget shortfall.

Now comes a new, revamped plan to 
upgrade the 101-year-old stadium from 
the new AD Troy Dannen, one that 
seems a little more levelheaded.

The Dannen plan shifts the focus to 
the East and West Stadiums of the old 
ball yard, and puts off demolition and 
reconstruction of the South end zone 
seats — once planned to begin after 
this fall’s football season — for several 
years.

Dannen told the Lincoln Jour-
nal-Star that the switch was made 
because installing nicer seats in the 
East and West Stadiums means the 
project could “monetize itself” because 
those are the premium seats that fans 
will pay premium prices to occupy. 
A few season-ticket holders might be 
displaced to other parts of the stadium, 
the newspaper was told, which trans-

lates to mean, “If you don’t want to pay 
more for the seats, you move.”

(As a long-time season ticket holder 
for NU volleyball, I already get a taste 
of this system. We’re required to give a 
$250 donation per seat (recently upped 
from $100 a seat) for the privilege to 
buy season tickets. The requirement 
has been in place for several years, 
but will now be in place on all of those 
football seats.)

Dannen, in a statement, said he 
knows Memorial Stadium needs to be 
“modernized,” but it must follow three 
principles — does it help NU win, does 
it help retain talented players and 
coaches, and can it be done without 
jeopardizing the athletic department’s 
financial stability.

The new AD also raised the issue 
of selling beer at Memorial Stadium, 
something that’s been hinted at for 
several years. But it’s always been 
assumed it would not happen while 
legendary coach Tom Osborne — not 
a fan of alcohol at college events — is 
still around.

Beer sales are now common at major 
university football games, with 80% 
of schools now selling brews at ball-
games, according to a survey last fall 
by ESPN.

The reason? Well “money” of course, 

the driver of all things college athletics 
these days (and the reason the stadium 
redo has shifted).

Dannen reported that when NU 
finally allowed beer sales at Husker 
baseball games, sales averaged $12,000 
per game. 

That’s a fair amount of suds.
Average attendance at baseball 

games is about 4,500, much less than 
at a football game, which varies from 
60,000 to 90,000 (actual attendees), de-
pending on the weather and timing.

So, doing a little math (always a 
dangerous thing for a journalism grad) 
using my smart phone (we’re all pretty 
smart these days because of them) 
that would translate, over seven home 
games, into up to $1.7 million a year in 
extra revenue for a stadium revamp.

That’s some decent extra revenue. 
And some studies have shown that 
allowing beer sales inside a stadium 
actually reduces binge drinking out-
side the stadium before the game and 
at halftime.

I gotta say, I’ve seen no problems, or 
excessive intoxication, at the Nebraska 
and Creighton basketball games I’ve 
attended were beer was sold. (And as 
a former member of an Irish folk band 
that played on St. Patrick’s Days, I’ve 
seen a wee bit of that over the years.)

Dannen said that the renovations 
wouldn’t begin until after the 2025 sea-
son, at the earliest, and told the Omaha 
World-Herald that any demolition of 
the South end zone might be conducted 
in stages. 

That would ensure that 23,000 seats 
in the South Stadium weren’t removed 
all at once, avoiding a big drop in 
attendance, and leaving a huge gap in 
one end zone allowing Nebraska’s ev-
er-present wind to disrupt passes and 
place kicks.

We’ll see how this goes.
Many fans I talk to say they’re tired 

of fighting the crowds to attend Husker 
games when they can watch — sitting 
in a recliner and enjoying a brew — 
multiple games at home on TV. So the 
stadium needs an upgrade.

A few more wins on the field, I’m 
sure, would make the path for this 
project much smoother. 

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-

er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-

ing about the state.

Recent severe weather and wildfire 
disasters in Nebraska’s Third District 
have highlighted the critical role the 
Americans who serve our communi-
ties as firefighters, police, emergency 
medical service workers, and members 
of the National Guard play in protect-
ing our communities and property and 
saving lives. 

As the men and women who dedi-
cate themselves to service in the face 
of tragedy, crime, and disaster watch 
over us across the country, our emer-
gency services do not take time off. 
These Americans deserve to be hon-
ored.

The readiness of Third District 
emergency responders to willingly 
place their lives on the line for our 
communities is extraordinary. As I 
wrote in my May 3rd column, when the 
Arbor Day tornadoes ripped through 
our communities, local and state re-
sponders were swiftly on the scene to 
care for injured Nebraskans and lead 
storm recovery. When Central Nebras-
ka wildfires claimed over 70,000 acres 
in 24 hours in late February, volunteer 
firefighters played a primary role in 
containing the blaze. Among Nebras-
ka’s fire departments, 92 percent are 
volunteer based, as are nearly 70 per-
cent of departments nationwide.

This week, as we recognized Na-
tional Police Week, the House passed 
several measures supporting law 
enforcement officers. To ensure retired 
officers are not hindered by burden-
some firearm restrictions, the House 
passed Rep. Don 
Bacon’s (R-NE) 
Law Enforcement 
Officers Safety Act 
(LEOSA) Reform 
Act. This bill ex-
pands the authority 
for retired officers 
to carry concealed 
firearms across 
state lines and with-
in public spaces 
which criminals 
may see as vulner-
able, such as school 
zones, national 
parks, and certain 
federal facilities. If 
qualified former officers who spent a 
career in law enforcement are willing 
to continue to play a role in keeping 
Americans safe, we should take every 
opportunity to empower them to do so.

Law enforcement officers are also on 
the front lines of securing our nation’s 
border and keeping our communities 
safe. Sadly, rates of fentanyl-related 
emergencies have risen, and as Home-
land Security Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas neglects his responsibilities, 
1.8 million known “gotaways” have 
crossed the border without the admin-
istration’s knowledge of their identity, 
whereabouts, or intent. According to 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol, 99 
percent of fentanyl seized entering our 
country is at our southwest border. 

To confront this crisis, this week the 
House passed the Police Our Border 
Act. This bill holds the Attorney Gen-
eral accountable to fully assess and 
report to Congress how law enforce-
ment has been strained and financially 
impacted by the border crisis at the 
federal, state, local, and tribal levels. 
The House also passed the Detain and 
Deport Illegal Aliens Who Assault 
Cops Act. 

This bill requires the Department of 
Homeland Security to apprehend and 
deport any undocumented individual 
convicted of assaulting police officers 
or emergency response personnel. The 
rule of law is only as good as those who 
uphold it. The long hours, sleepless 
nights, personal risk, and sacrifice 
paid by loved ones all demonstrate the 
sacred duty fulfilled by those who pro-
tect and serve America. Slogans such 
as calls to “defund the police” are not 
merely ill-considered, they are absurd. 
I will always honor and support these 
heroes to whom we owe so much.

In 2023 and 2024 Governor Pillen and the Legislature focused an abundance 
of energy on the educational needs of Nebraska’s PreK-12 students. They 
increased public school funding by 37%, created a $1 billion dollar future 
education fund, and finally joined the 48 other states in offering all children 
the opportunity to attend the school that best fits their needs. But some do not 
like even the tiniest percentage of educational funding going to schools that 
the union does not control.

Even though funding for the new school choice program is only .02% of total 
PreK-12 education funding, some, including the teachers’ union and Oma-
ha progressives including Susie Buffett and University of Nebraska Regent 
Barbara Weitz, are criticizing its supporters. They are spending millions to 
stop low-income students, students who are getting bullied, or whose parents 
are in the Armed Services from accessing the same opportunities that most 
Nebraskans access every day. They claim school choice will hurt Nebraska’s 
Public Schools. Do not let them fool you.

Nebraskans love school choice. Nebraska’s 365,000 school age children 
attend 244 different public school districts or one of the 215 private schools 
spread across Nebraska. Many Nebraska counties have multiple public school 
districts. For instance, Douglas County has seven different school districts 
and so does Buffalo County. In sparsely populated Nebraska there may be 
only one public school per county and no private school, but nonetheless ac-
cording to US Census Bureau statistics students in 89 of Nebraska’s 93 coun-
ties attend an approved or accredited Nebraska private school.

Any review of residential real estate listings and ads in metro Omaha and 
in some cases elsewhere in Nebraska make clear that when house shopping 
a top priority of parents is the school district where the home is located. Of 

A guest column by Lou Ann Linehan, District #39 State Senator
course, this option is mostly exercised by those who can afford to move to 
pricier areas of Douglas, Lancaster, or Sarpy County.

Another school choice option exercised by thousands of Nebraska families 
is public option enrollment. Public option enrollment enables a student to 
attend a different public school than the one in which they live. If a public 
school accepts these option enrollment students, the new school receives a 
payment equal to the average cost of educating a public school student in 
Nebraska, which is over $15,000. Nebraska taxpayers spend over $100 million 
every year for this school choice program.

In other words, parents can choose their child’s school if they can afford to 
pay tuition at a non-public school or purchase a home in a school district of 
their choice, or if they are able to take advantage of the public school option 
enrollment program. However, for too many of Nebraska’s children these 
options are not available – their parents can’t afford to pay tuition or buy a 
home in a different neighborhood or school district or option enrollment isn’t 
available because a school district has capped enrollment.

Low-income students aren’t afforded the same options that their middle 
class peers can access. Too many students – especially low-income students – 
across Nebraska are attending a school that does not meet their needs and in 
which they are not finding success.  That is why the Governor and the Leg-
islature established a scholarship program – so parents have the freedom to 
choose the school that best meets the needs of their children.

Every year the very existence of non-public or private schools save Nebras-
ka taxpayers over $540 million dollars. It is undeniably in Nebraska’s interest 
to ensure all schools, public and non-public, prosper and help every child rich 
or poor reach their full potential.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabili-

ty company: 118 Insurance, L.L.C. 
The address of the designated of-
fice is: 118 S. 2nd Street, P.O. Box H, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. The name 
and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 
company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 

4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, 
NE 68756. It is organized to trans-
act any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, including 
insurance but not banking, for 
which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
118 INSURANCE, L.L.C.

upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on May 16, 2024, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

118 INSURANCE, L.L.C.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: May 22, 29 & June 5, 
2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF JUNE MEETINGS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF JUNE 2024
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold meetings in the County Com-
missioner’s meeting room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex, Neligh, Nebraska on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 

June 4, 2024 at 9:00 AM

June 11, 2024 at 8:00 AM
June 25, 2024 at 9:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept continu-
ously current, is available for public 
inspection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s office and may be modified 
at such meeting to include items 
of an emergency nature pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: May 29, 2024
ZNEZ

Stay Informed by
Reading The Public Notices

In The Elgin Review

It Pays To Advertise!

All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment of 

original charge(s).
Candi L Kraut, Norfolk, 

NE, 12/12/23, Fugitive from 
justice, Extradited to Iowa.*              
Dusty B Spencer, Pagosa 
Springs, CO, 04/29/24, Speeding 
75/65, Fined $74 - Johnson.

Jesus Garcia Jr, Edinburg, 
TX, 03/11/24, Speeding 85/65, 
Fined $125 - Miller. 

Timothy G Arehart (Spud 
Trucking), Neligh, NE, 
03/20/24, 3 counts CMV-Brake 
general, CMV-Exhaust system, 
Fined $175 - Asche.

Michael H Suhr (Kleinschmit 
Trucking Inc, Crofton, NE, 
04/18/24, Overweight on axle or 
group of axles >25%, Fined $750, 
Overweight on axle or group of 
axles >15%, Fined $325 - Asche.   
Kadyn Fernau, Neligh, NE, 
03/25/2024, Prohibited dog/dog 

running at large, Fined $100.     
Anani Y Hukportie, Omaha, 
NE, 04/07/24, Speeding 80/65, 
Fined $124 - Hartley.    

Travis J Cooper, O’Neill, NE, 
04/17/2024, No valid registra-
tion-car/pickup/stepvan, Fined 
$25 - Ayaj.

Samuel P Rosberg, Wausa, 
NE, 04/23/2024, No valid reg-
istration-car/pickup/stepvan, 
Fined $25 - Frerichs. 

Austin R Bertschinger, 
Oakdale, NE, 04/02/2024, Drive 
under susp/before reinstat-
ed-state, Fined $150 - Miller.

Travis V Pike, Plainview, NE, 
No proof of insurance/drive 
under susp/before reinstat-
ed-state, Fined $200 - Miller.

Jose L Alvarado Delgado, 
Puyallup, MA, No operator’s 
license/waiverable, Fined $75 - 
Detlefsen.   
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It Pays To 
Advertise!

awoke to my middle son mak-
ing me breakfast.  And a legit 
breakfast.  He made some of the 
best sunny side up eggs I have 
ever had.  

All the kids had picked out 
thoughtful gifts and most of 
them took the time to write 
nice messages.  My oldest even 
encouraged the other two to put 
away their laundry and be help-
ful around the house.  The kids 
swam while I sat and watched 
from inside our air-conditioned 
house.  

My husband made an amaz-
ing dinner, and the kids tried 
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Cobb
their best not to fight with each 
other the whole day.  Although 
it wasn’t anything extravagant, 
it was one of the best days I 
have had. 

I know this isn’t the case for 
every mom.  Some had to work 
the whole day, some are single 
moms, and some may not have 
been able to spend the day with 
their children.  Some women 

like to be alone and in peace 
and not see a single child and 
others would rather have the 
macaroni necklace.  But to me, 
having a day where I didn’t do 
anything but spent some time 
with the kids, made my day. 

I may have stumbled upon 
this miracle accidentally.  And I 
don’t know how long it will last.  
Next year may be the worst and 

that’s ok.  It really is just an ar-
bitrary day to celebrate moms.  
It doesn’t matter how you enjoy 
spending it.  No matter what 
phase you’re in, I hope that you 
delight in it.  None of these stag-
es last long, so soak it up while 
you’re in it.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com.

Just as the wind blows on the 
plains year after year, Elgin 
and area residents come out on 
Memorial Day, some to remem-
ber and other to never forget 
the cost of freedom.

Memorial Day was observed 
at cemeteries across the county 
and country. At Park Cemetery 
then later at the Elgin cemeter-
ies north of town, fallen heroes 
who served their country were 
remembered.

At Park, Paige (Redding) 
Ringhoff spoke about the “Get-
tysburg Address” by President 
Abraham Lincoln.

Noting how the Battle of Get-
tysburg was the deadliest battle 
of the American Civil War, with 
between 45,000 and 51,000 lives 
lost between the two armies.

“The Gettysburg Address is 
essentially a memorial speech 
and while the American Civil 
War ended 159 years ago, Pres-
ident Lincoln’s words still hold 
relevance today.

In between passages of the 
speech, Mrs. Ringhoff shared 
parallels between then and 
today.

“Much like those who 
gathered on that November 

Heroes remembered, Lincoln’s famous
words recited on Memorial Day 

afternoon at Gettysburg, we 
gather here on Memorial Day 
to remember our fallen; those 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice; 
those who answered a call to 
a purpose greater than them-
selves … But the sacrifices of 
these brave men and women 
should serve as a reminder and 
awaken a realization among 
we the living that we too have 
a purpose greater than our-
selves.”

Referencing the line in Lin-
coln’s speech where he spoke 
of ‘these dead shall not have 
died in vain,” Ringhoff spoke of 
the purpose being to make this 
world a better place. “A place 
where war is no longer neces-
sary. A place where the sacri-
fices we have gathered to honor 
are no longer required. A place 
where the strife and tumult of 
war become the horrors of the 
past. These men and women 
have died that we might live in 
a place of freedom and safety. It 
is our duty to honor that sacri-
fice by ensuring that we contin-
ue to live in a place of freedom, 
safety, unity and peace.

“We are not called to live in 
apathy, blind and uncaring. 

Instead we are called as Timo-
thy was called in Timothy 1:18 
- Timothy, my son, I give you 
this instructions in keeping 
with the prophecies once made 
about you, so that by following 
them you may fight the good 
fight, holding onto the faith and 
a good conscience.”

Not long after the conclusion 
of the program at Park Ceme-
tery, residents from near and 
father gathered for the program 
at West Cedar Valley/St. Boni-
face cemeteries north of Elgin. 
After the Elgin High School 
band, under the direction of 
Eric Heithoff, performed music 
fitting for the occasion.

Afterwards, Rev. Jonathan 
Braden gave a moving speech to 
the large gathering.

“This day is a day of remem-
brance. A day that we revere 
and we sincerely think about 
in the memory of our fallen 
heroes. To be a soldier is the 
greatest honor any American 
could ever have. You have 
chosen to take on the calling 
to endure any kind of suffering 
and to even give up your own 
life so that the lives of many 
may be spared. 

We are a blessed country be-
cause our country is unique. We 
are a country that has chosen to 
be a country that takes pride in 
it’s freedom. And as the saying 
goes, “Freedom is never free.” 

Braden then turned his 
thoughts to families - mothers 
and fathers, husbands and 
wives.

“For us to accomplish said 
freedom, men and women take 
on the call in service despite the 
idea of leaving their families 
and children behind and pos-
sibly never seeing them again. 
Many fathers have lost sons, 
and many mothers have lost 
daughters. Many husbands have 
lost wives and many wives have 
lost husbands. But one thing we 
can remember is that we serve a 
God who loves those who serve 
and those who have fallen in 
service.”

Using scripture to back up 
his words, Braden called Jesus 
Christ the greatest soldier.

“The Lord loves the soldiers 
because they make the choice 
to surrender their lives to God 
for the greater good. They are 
willing to let go of the civilian 
life and dream and instead 
die so that dream can live on 
through others. I believe God 
counts those deaths in heaven 
and remembers every single one 
in honor and glory. 

Braden, pastor at Elgin 
Christian Community Church, 
closed his remarks by saying, 
“To be a soldier is a noble and 
crucial role to serving Christ. 
To be a believer is considered 
like that to being a soldier. A 
life of sacrifice and willingness 
to surrender ones freedom so 
that we can save the freedoms 
of others. 

“We are blessed to serve 
Christ who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us, so that we also 
can have our freedoms. The 
freedom to choose death or life. 
The freedom to choose heaven 
or hell. In the same way, Jesus 
gave up his life so that we may 
have life and salvation. He gave 
up his rights so that we can 
have ours. We serve a king that 
loves our soldiers, because he 
himself is the greatest soldier 
that ever lived. 

“God bless our living and 
fallen soldiers, and God bless 
America.”

Students named to the second 
semester honor roll at Elgin 
Public Schools were announced 
last week. They are:
All A’s (All grades 94 or 
above)

Sophia Burke, Macy Rokahr, 
Kynlee Tillis. Gentry Zwing-
man, Kierstyn Eisenhauer, 
Kylee Lichtenberg, Gemma 
Miller, Dannyka Smidt,  Jarek 
Erickson, Creighton Harkins, 
Sara Bode, Kate Furstenau, 
Callie Heithoff, Emma Kinney, 
Jaidyn Schrad, Baylee Busteed, 
Keyera Eisenhauer and Samuel 
Hemenway
Superior (All grades 86 or 
above)

Anna Dworak, Braedon 
Hinkle, Jael Lammers, Kin-
ley Miller, John Zwingman, 
Makenna Mortiboy, Kaidynce 
Schrad, Justice Blecher, Zevon 
Buechter, Kyla Donaldson, Ruby 

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School last week 
announced the names of stu-
dents on the second semester 
honor rolls. They are:  
High Honors (All A’s)

Seniors: Jack Barlow, Ash-
lynne Charf, Brooklyn Meis and 
Elise Ruterbories 

Juniors: Kaitey Schumacher 
Sophomores: Jovie Borer and 
Camry Kittelson 

Durre, Libby Evans, Gavin 
Harkins, Braelyn Martinsen, 
Kyndal Busteed, Jaydalynn 
Chessmore, Autumn Forbes, 
Isaac Hemenway, Haley Parks, 
Trey Rittscher, Kayton Zwing-
man, Taylor Beckman, Saman-
tha Durre, Chloe Henn, Austin 
Hinkle, Kellan Hoefer, Nicolas 
Anderson, Myles Kittelson, 
Dylon Lueking, Brenna Martin-
sen, Dylon Parks, Gage Thies-
sen and Abriel VonBonn
Honor Roll (All grades 78 or 
above)

Jayvin Erickson, Brystol Bu-
schow, Max Henn, Molly Thies-
sen, Madelyn Kurpgeweit, Rylen 
Schwarting, Sadie Thiessen, 
Megan Wright, Andrea Hanson, 
Halle Lueking, Landon Kall-
hoff, Trissa Russell, Kaeden 
Schwarting, Lauren Vitamvas, 
Brian Heithoff, Blake Henn and 
Steven Nelson

Academic honors announced at EPS

Pope John XXIII names top students
Freshmen: Brooke Kinney 
7th Grade: Sydney Niewohner

Honor Roll
Juniors: Natalie Burenheide 

and Olivia Klein 
Sophomores: Tessa Barlow 

Freshmen: Elizabeth Moser and 
Samantha Stuhr 

8th Grade: Kinley Drueke and 
Matthew Kerkman 

7th Grade: Lillian Moser
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SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

ELGIN — And once again 
they walked the halls of Elgin 
High School.

It’s been a few years since 
the school hosted an alumni 
banquet.

That all 
changed 
Saturday. 
On the first 
holiday 
weekend of 
the sum-
mer, alumni 
came home. 
Some came 
from across 
town, some 
from farms 
outside 
of Elgin, 
others came 
from across 
the state 

and still more made the trek 
from states other than Nebras-
ka.

They came home to reclaim 

the memories of their youth.
When still in school, their 

hair wasn’t white nor gray (all 
still had hair). Their bodies 
were in tip-top shape, not show-
ing the effects of age which slow 
some of us down.

For the most part, the exte-
rior of the high school building 
remains the way they remem-
ber it. The inside, although sim-
ilar, has changed as technology 
has evolved. Some parts of the 
classrooms bring back memo-
ries, other parts alumni have 
never seen.

Organizer Laurie Water-
bury and others went to a lot 
of hard work to make Saturday 
an evening to remember. 

There was a lot to remember 
about the events which trans-
pired in the current and past 
gymnasiums. Since I’ve been 
here, all the games I’ve wit-
nessed happened in the current 
gymnasium. But, I wish I been 
able to see a game in the old 

gym, that cracker box palace 
from yesteryear. My only expe-
rience in the old gym is some-
times shooting team photos and 
mug shots there.

I wonder if social media has 
caused attendance to decline 
in recent years? Unless it’s a 
special event like Saturday 
night when the school district 
recognized 150 years and the 
high school building 100 years, 
alumni reunions held every 
year just don’t seem to draw the 
numbers they used to.

Then there are those who 

Spinning Tales
Alumni are always welcome to come back home

See TALES, Page 13 ▶

Earlier this month, end-of-the-season awards were handed out to Wolf-
pack track team members by Coach Sandi Henn. (Above, l-r): Dylan Kolm, 
Wolfpack Award; Dylon Lueking, High Point Athlete and Samantha Stuhr, 
Most Improved Award. (Left) Trey Rittscher, Newcomer Award. Henn said 
all 28 track team members earned letters for their efforts during the sea-
son. 

E-R photo/DMorgan

Wolfpack track
awards handed out

There was a definite ‘Elgin’ flavor to the 2024 North Central Nebraska All 
Star Basketball Games played Friday night at O’Neill High School. Keyera 
Eisenhauer (above, placed second in the three-point contest) and Ash-
lynne Charf (upper right) were teammates on the victorious girls ‘light’ 
team coached by Randy Eisenhauer and Trent Ostransky (below shown 
talking to referee Todd Heithoff. Also from Elgin, Blake Henn (right) played 
on the boys’ dark team which also claimed victory.

E-R photos/
DMorgan

EPPJ all-stars, coaches at O’Neill



Wednesday, May 29, 2024 Page 13

just find other things to do, 
for whatever reason, and not 
attend. Some alumni won’t even 
drive a few blocks, that’s their 
choice I guess.

Heck, I’ve made only half of 
my class reunions. As a member 
of the Class of 1976 at Seward 
High, I skipped the 10-year 
reunion, made an appearance 
with Lynell at the 20-year 
reunion held in Staplehurst, 
missed my 30-year reunion, 
then attended and partied 
well into the night at my 40th 
reunion at the Seward Country 
Club. The only bad thing that 
happens at reunions is when 
you look around for a familiar 
face only to find out they’ve 
passed on. Those memories take 
on a whole new meaning as time 
moves on. 

My 50-year class reunion is 
just two summers away. As of 
now I’m planning on attending. 
Time changes everything, but 
nothing can dissolve the ties 
which come with being togeth-
er for 13 years in school, from 
kindergarten to graduating as 
seniors.

Now with the alumni reunion 
over, June now beckons here 
in Elgin. From all-star foot-
ball and basketball games, to 
cowboys riding bulls, to Vetch 
Day thrills and golf trips, the 30 
days of June offer a wide array 
of activities to indulge in.

Here at the Review, we’re 
looking forward to our intern 
Olivia Klein coming back from 
Spain with stories to tell, Kari 
will surely have stories to share 
about her boys and summer 
league. And maybe Bernie will, 
in a month or two, bring in a 
homemade peach pie to feast on. 

The best news of the week, 
aside from having a piece of 
banana coffeecake at the office, 
was finding out from the NU 
ticket office improvements to be 
made to the south end of Memo-
rial Stadium have been pushed 
back. That means I’ll keep my 
season tickets for at least one 
more year. Money must be tight 
and ‘donors of substance’ may 
be tapped out.

 ◀ FROM Page 12
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The Nathan P. Dicke Memorial Scholarship was awarded to three seniors at the Pope John Awards Day earlier 
this month. Presenting the scholarship, in memory of their son, were Paul & Diane Dicke. Scholarship recipients 
were (l-r): Jazmine McNally, Brooklyn Meis and Ashlynne Charf. 

Photo submitted
Three awarded Dicke Scholarship

Information Management 
Systems/Diploma in Health 
Information Management Sys-
tems; Dakota Fritzen, Associate 
of Applied Science Degree in 
Information Technology/Certif-
icate in Information Security/
Certificate in Web and Visual 
Application Development; Kolin 
Zoubek, Associate of Applied 
Science Degree in Media Arts/
Certificate in Video Production; 
Nikole Mewhirter, Diploma in 
Practical Nursing

 ◀ FROM Page 2

Graduates
Tilden — Aneesa Halsey, As-

sociate of Arts Degree; Madison 
Schaffer, Associate of Science 
Degree; Michael Carnes, Jr., 
Associate of Applied Science 
Degree in Electromechanical 
Technology

Bartlett — Alyx Kurpgeweit, 
Associate Degree in Nursing; 
Clay Patrick, Associate of Ap-
plied Science Degree in Physical 
Therapist Assistant

Neligh — Emma Boggs, 
Associate of Science Degree; 
Jesse Green, Neligh, Associate 

of Applied Science Degree in 
Electrical Construction and 
Control; Martin Beyer, Associ-
ate of Applied Science Degree 
in Information Technology/
Certificate in Cisco Networking 
Academy; Daniel Michelson, 
Associate of Applied Science 
Degree in Information Technol-
ogy/Certificate in Information 
Technology - General/Certifi-
cate in Technical Support Ser-
vices; Landyn Schrader, Neligh, 
Diploma in Welding/Certificate 
in Welding

Northeast Community 
College will once again host 
the 2024 Northeast Nebraska 
All-Star Volleyball Game. The 
contest will begin at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 8 at the Cox 
Activities Center in Norfolk. 
Admission is $7 for adults and 
$5 for those K-12. Any child 
below kindergarten age will be 
admitted for free.

Members of the Light Team, 
with the high school where 
they played, include: Jaya 
Wachholtz, Pierce; Chloe Hanel, 

Northeast Nebraska 2024 All-Star
Volleyball game rosters announced

Clarkson; Daveigh Munt-
er-McAfee, Wakefield; Allison 
Wieseler, Wynot; Teya Boyer, 
Plainview; Jayden Ehrisman, 
Guardian Angels Central Cath-
olic; Kayla Pinkelman, Wynot; 
Isabel Hass, Guardian Angels 
Central Catholic; Jordan Met-
zler, Wakefield.

Coaches are Brittany Eisen-
mann, Wakefield and Madiline 
Gideon, Guardian Angels Cen-
tral Catholic.

Members of the Dark Team 
include: Adyson Mlnarik, 

Summerland; Mya Hedstrom, 
O’Neill St. Mary’s; Caitlin 
Guenther, Crofton; Tylar Hum-
phrey, Battle Creek; Lorissa 
Reiman, O’Neill St. Mary’s; 
Baylee Busteed, Elgin/Pope 
John; Mallory Eriksen, Laurel 
Concord Coleridge; Katy Jones, 
Hartington Cedar Catholic; 
Ashlynne Charf, Elgin/Pope 
John; Micah McGillivray, Stan-
ton.

Coaches are Teresa Chris-
tensen, Stanton and Jordynn 
Luettel, Elgin/Pope John.




