
Happy May Day!

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 75 degrees recorded 
on April 25. The low was 21 
degrees on April 19. Altogeth-
er, 0.22 of  an inch of  precipi-
tation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
April 18 64 24  0.22 
April 19 36 21  
April 20 45 23  
April 21 47 25    
April 22 54 34    
April 23 63 32  
April 24 NA NA    
April 25 75 54   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.22
Total for March .............. .. 6.12
Total for 2021 ................... ..6.95

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice of  Meeting — AC 
Board of  Equalization

Notice — Estate of  Evelyn 
Arehart 

Notice of  Meetings — 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners
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Elgin residents should be 
wrapping up preparations to 
haul away unwanted items. 
Cleanup Day will be held this 
Thursday, April 29.

Two large dumpsters will 
again be placed on the lot 
directly north of  Elgin Live-
stock where persons can, on 
that day, drive up and unload 
items they no longer want or 
need. 

Dumpsters will be there 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The company providing 
the dumpsters will pick them 
up after 5 p.m. the very same 
day.

Items which should NOT be 
placed in the dumpsters are 
tires, gasoline, oil, fertilizer, 
yard waste, tree branches 
and old batteries. 

Anyone who brings these 
items to the dumpster will be 
required to take them back 
home. There will be NO curb-
side pickup.

Elgin Clean Up
Day to be held
this Thursday

4-H Speech
Contest results
announced 

The Antelope County 4-H 
Speech Contest was held 
over the weekend in Neligh. 
Results were announced 
Monday afternoon (* denotes 
state qualifier).

• Junior Speech — 
Champion Lillian Mortensen - 
Purple; Reserve Sophie Burke 
- Purple

• Intermediate Speech — 
*Champion Gentry Zwingman 
- Purple; *Reserve Baylee 
Chessmore - Purple; Jayda 
Chessmore - Purple; Addy 
Jacob - Purple

• Intermediate PSA — 
*Champion Addy Jacob 
- Purple; *Reserve Jayda 
Chessmore - Purple; Baylee 
Chessmore - Purple

• *Champion Merinee 
Vaughn - Purple

• Clover Kid Speech — Leo 
Spieker and Shay Morrison

Having kicked off  the 
fundraising campaign, the 
Elgin Area Community 
Foundation scholarship drive 
has raised $2,000.

The drive is held annually 
to raise funds to be awarded 
as scholarships to qualifying 
seniors at Elgin Public and 
Pope John High Schools.

According to treasurer Anne 
Parks, $2,000 has been raised 
so far. Donors last week were 
Mary Avidano, The Bank of  
Elgin, Mary Jane Boes, Dean’s 
Market, Lonnie Dinslage, 
William & Carol Eischeid, 
Kenneth & Jeanine Jochum, 
Jim & Anne Meis, Duane & 
Vicki Miller, Randy & Linda 
Mitchell, Michael & Gina 
Moser, Ed & Anne Parks, Jim 
& Chris Redding, Dale & Renee 
Schindler, Janie Score and 
Leora Sullivan.

One year ago, recipients 
in 2020 received $5,000 in 
scholarships. 

Since its inception, 147 
students have received in excess 
of  $125,000 in scholarships to 
continue their education at a 
college of  their choice.

Persons wishing to make a 
donation may do so by sending 
their contribution to: Elgin 
Area Community Foundation, 

PO Box 345, Elgin, NE 68636-
0345.

Members of  the foundation’s 
scholarship committee are Betty 
Getzfred, Dean Schrage, Greg 
Wemhoff, Anne Parks, Vicki 
Miller and Dennis Morgan.  
According to the committee, 
“The Foundation believes this 
scholarship effort is worthy of  
the support of  members of  the 
Elgin community.”

EACF scholarship
fund drive underway

It’s only a test.
Elgin’s tornado siren will 

be tested on Monday, May 
10.

City Clerk Kristin 
Childers said the siren will 
be tested at 2:30 p.m. that 
day. In case of  bad weather, 
the siren will not be blown 
and a new date will be an-
nounced, she said.

Tornado
siren to
be tested
on May 10

Steve Heithoff was #1 Wednesday morning! The first to donate 
blood at the Red Cross Bloodmobile held at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall in Elgin. Red Cross Spokesperson Kyle Jensen said 
the bloodmobile collected 65 units, three more than their goal for 
the day. Sponsored by the EHS National Honor Society, pictured 
with him are EHS students, l-r:  William Heilhecker, Isabella 
Smidt and Ethan Hinkle. E-R photo/DMorgan

Bloodmobile
exceeds goal!
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Central Valley Ag (CVA) 
is pleased to announce win-
ners of  the 2021 CVA Schol-
arships. Twenty students 
pursuing a career in an 
agriculturally related field 
won awards of  $1,000 each.

Two students from Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic 
High School were recipi-

ents of  CVA 
scholar-
ships. They 
were:

• Allyson 
Selting of  
Elgin. She is 
the daughter 
of  Amy and 
Lynn Selt-
ing. 

• Kirsten 
Krebs of  
Neligh. 
She is the 
daughter of  
Lynette and 
Jeff  Krebs.

The 
scholarship 
program is 
designed to 
promote aca-
demic excel-
lence while 
providing an 
opportunity 
for students 
to learn 

more about the agricultural 
industry and the coop-
erative system through the 
process.

Students completed an ap-
plication and essay focused 
on the topic, “How can 
cooperatives demonstrate 
their value to the next gen-
eration of  agriculturists?” 
Scholarship eligibility was 
limited to students of  CVA 
member-owners and CVA 
employees who are pursu-
ing a career in agriculture.

“All of  our recipients 
demonstrate great potential 
in leading the next genera-
tion and shaping its views 
of  the importance of  the 
agricultural industry,” said 
Tim Esser, CVA Senior 
Vice President of  Human 
Resources. “CVA’s annual 
scholarship program is 
one of  the many ways the 
cooperative supports future 
leaders, innovators, and 
spokespeople of  agricul-
ture.”

Ally
Selting

Kirsten
Krebs

Selting, Krebs
awarded CVA
scholarships
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
April 20, 1961

The Elgin Ladies Bowling 
teams met at the Methodist 
church parlor for their 
annual banquet. There were 
41 bowlers present and seven 
sponsors. Henry Janning 

presented the trophy for 
the high individual single 
game to Dolores Henn. After 
the dinner, the president 
Lou Tierney conducted the 
business meeting and Mrs. 
Florence Stoltz read a poem 
welcoming the sponsors. 

At election of  officers for 
the coming season, Bonnie 
Hopkins was elected president; 
Norma Koinzan vice president; 
Mardelle Blair secretary; 
Marie Starman treasurer; and 
Mary Jean Koinzan, sergeant 
of  arms. After the meeting was 

dismissed the evening was 
spent socially. The game “Make 
that Spare” was won by Lori 
Krause.

Margaret F. Armstrong 
was listed among the 603 
top ranking students at the 
University of  Nebraska’s 33rd 
annual Honors Convocation.  
Principal speaker was Federal 
Circuit Judge John R. Brown.   
Fifty Years Ago
April 22, 1971 

Robert Schmitt, Jerry 
Mundorf  and Jerry Sheets, 
members of  the Chamber 
of  Commerce,  participated 
in the 1971 Rural Medical 
Day Program at University 
Hospital in Omaha in an 
effort to obtain a physician to 
locate to Elgin.  Forty seven 
communities were present 
setting up exhibits and to 
interview medical students, 
interns and residents from 
both the University of  
Nebraska and Creighton 
Medical Schools.

Korene Erickson has been 
selected as the Nebraska 
Angus Queen for 1971. A 
junior in the Neligh High 
School, Korene is the daughter 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Dallmont 
Erickson. She is a charter 
member of  the Nebraska 
Junior Angus Association 
and is currently serving as 
the first vice president. The 
selection of  state queen is 
based on: Interest in Angus 
projects;  Work in the Nebr. 
Junior Angus Association; 
4-H activities; School and 
community achievements; 
poise and personality.

Fireman were summoned 
to the Gail Doran farm at 4:50 
p.m. where wind had caused 
burning trash to spread and 
endanger a pile of  chopped 
hay. Fire loss was minor.
Thirty Years Ago
April 24, 1991

New members of  the W.W. 

Graham Chapter of  National 
Honor Society at Elgin High 
School are Cory Dickerson, 
Ryan Reestman, and Steve 
Busteed. New members 
inducted into the Pope John 
Chapter of  National Honor 
Society were Pam Seier, Susan 
Schiltmeyer, and Candice 
Thiele. 

Elgin High School senior 
Roger Paul plans to  “walk 
on” football recruit at the 
University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln. He has verbally 
agreed to go out for the 1991 
football team, and he is also 
considering trying out for the 
baseball team at UNL. Paul 
established a EHS school 
record for pass reception 
during the 1990 season, with 
1,074 yards on 74 catches. 
During his high school career, 
he caught up to 140 passes for 
2,274 yards and 37 touchdowns.

Trisha Mundorf  of  Elgin 
graduated from Bahner 

College of  Hairstyling after 
completing the school’s 2,100 
hour cosmetology course. She 
will be continuing in 1,100 
-- hour  barbering course at 
Omaha college.
Twenty Years Ago
April 25, 2001

Two Pope John Central 
Catholic High School seniors 
earned first place in a recent 
student web page design 
contest sponsored Northeast 
Nebraska RC&D office in 
Plainview.

Casey Stokes and Tyson 
Dinslage designed the first 
place entry and will share 
the scholarship award to be 
presented at Pope John Awards 
night.

Fourth graders from St. 
Boniface School planted two 
Scotch Pine seedings on the 
grounds of  the Elgin Heritage 
as one of  their Arbor Day 
activities. 

By Jessie Reestman

I still can’t wrap my head around the fact that 
I will be graduating in less than two weeks. And 
the beginning of  this week is my last full week 
of  high school. Although I still have classes, 
finals, and homework yet to do, let’s just say my 
senioritis has kicked into gear.

Senioritis. According to the dictionary, se-
nioritis is a supposed affliction of  students in 
their final year of  high school, characterized by 
a decline in motivation or performance. I must 
admit, my motivation these past few weeks to 
get out of  my bed have been slim to none. The 
earliest I have been up and out of  my bed this 
past week has been 7:20 a.m., which is way later 
than my usual 6:30 a.m.

And because of  my newfound tendency to 
wake up just before I have to leave school, I 
haven’t always looked my best when coming 

‘Senioritis’ has arrived
into school. More than 
likely I still have some 
crazy, curly, bed head, no 
makeup, and I am rub-
bing my eyes awake. One 
day after getting ready 
for school, I even took a 
quick cat nap at 7:20 a.m. 
and showed up to school 
with blanket fuzz all over 
my school pants. Luck-
ily, a teacher had a lint 
roller. My mom hasn’t 
been too fond of  this new 
“look” I have for school. 
According to her, I look 

See SKY, Page Eight
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Lawmakers have amended and advanced a 
package of  bills that will keep the Nebraska 
Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers on 
track toward becoming treatment-based instead 
of  corrections-based facilities.

Back in the day, “bad boys” went to Kearney 
and “bad girls” went to Geneva after the scarce 
number of  local social services agencies and the 
court system had pretty much given up on them. 

More importantly, this package of  Health and 
Human Services Com-
mittee bills will ensure 
that the whole YRTC 
issue will be monitored 
and stay in the public 
eye for something other 
than escapes and distur-
bances. 

The Kearney cam-
pus, built for boys in 
the 1950s, will receive 
needed improvements. 
The Geneva campus, 
originally built for girls, 
will be phased out and 
replaced by a newer 
campus in Hastings. 
The state Department of  
Health and Human Ser-
vices says the physical 
condition of  the Geneva 
campus and the inabili-
ty to hire adequate staff  

make the closure necessary.
The main bill of  the package (LB428) would 

require that YRTC residents receive educational 
opportunities equivalent to those offered to 
students at Nebraska public schools. Under the 
bill, each YRTC would maintain accreditation 
by the state Board of  Education and provide 
age-appropriate and developmentally appropri-
ate educational programs.

Committee Chairman Sen. John Arch of  
LaVista said the proposal was the result of  the 
recommendations made by the Legislature’s 
YRTC special oversight committee, which was 
established several years ago, when big prob-
lems surfaced at the boy’s and girl’s campuses. 
Arch said the bill was just a start on improving 
the education of  YRTC students.

Nebraska Commissioner of  Education Matt 
Blomstedt has said the bill would guarantee 

that academic credits earned at YRTC would 
transfer to any public school in Nebraska. That 
hasn’t always happened in the past, he said, 
forcing students to retake classes upon their 
return to public school.

In recent years there have been multiple calls 
for improvement within DHHS Juvenile Ser-
vices Department and specifically the YRTCs. 
Historically, the primary concern is that Ne-
braska, indeed the country, still relies too heav-
ily on a corrections-based model instead of  the 
treatment-centered model. The department said 
it is their goal to get to the treatment approach 
within 5 years.

A committee amendment, adopted 35-0, added 
the provisions of  additional committee bills on 
related subject matter. 

One measure (LB425) would require DHHS to 
hire a consultant to perform a needs assessment 
and cost analysis of  an inpatient adolescent 
psychiatric unit at the Lincoln Regional Center 
by December 1. 

Arch said YRTCs currently are not equipped 
to care for youth with severe mental illness and 
individuals who need that type of  care have not 
received it. Omaha Sen. Steve Lathrop said the 
needs assessment would be critical in deter-
mining if  the state can establish a “no eject, no 
reject” youth behavioral health facility. “We re-
ally need that for the young people so that we do 
have, truly, a continuum of  care,” Lathrop said.

Also added to the bill was a measure (LB427) 
to prohibit DHHS from delaying inpatient or 
subacute substance abuse or behavioral health 
residential treatment for youth under the juris-
diction of  a juvenile court when such treatment 
has been determined necessary after the youth’s 
commitment to the state Office of  Juvenile Ser-
vices or has been ordered by a juvenile court.

Finally, a bill (LB429) would require DHHS to 
notify the Legislature 120 days before making 
substantial changes to facilities and programs 
under the jurisdiction of  the Office of  Juvenile 
Services. 

Changes could not be implemented until the 
Legislature reviews said proposals.

Arch said this legislation is definitely a 
response to the closure of  YRTC-Geneva after a 
“multiple system failure.” 

He said the Legislature isn’t going to be 
caught by surprise as it was with that crisis in 
August 2019.

Inspector General for Child Welfare Jennifer 
Carter told Arch’s committee earlier this year 
that in the past DHHS implemented numerous 
significant changes that complicated oversight 
of  YRTCs. The changes created a good deal of  
instability in the system, she said. 

“Many of  them were significant changes and 
yet there really wasn’t any legislative action or 
policy change driving it.”

The Legislature needs to pursue these chang-
es with due diligence and urgency. The time is 
now..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Important step taken to treat at-risk youth
Earlier this year, the Nebraska Depart-

ment of  Education (NDE) published draft 
health standards for public comment that 
included several sex education topics.  Like 
many Nebraska parents, I was deeply trou-
bled by the standards.  They would teach 
young children age-inappropriate content 
starting in kindergarten.  They would also 
inject non-scientific, political ideas into 
curriculum standards.  That’s why I have 
called on the NDE to scrap the proposed 
sex education topics in the standards. 

I want to be clear about how the Nebras-
ka Department of  
Education is gov-
erned.  Unlike many 
other state agencies, 
NDE does not report 
to me.  The agency is 
governed by a board 
that’s separately 
elected.  I will not 
have the final say as 
to whether or not the 
standards are adopt-
ed.  It’s very impor-
tant for parents to 
weigh in with their 
input as the State 
Board of  Education 
decides what to do 
with the standards.  
We need to fight to 
keep our schools 
free from sexually 
mature content and 

partisan indoctrination.  Parents, not 
bureaucrats, should decide how to educate 
children about sex and controversial cul-
tural issues. The proposed sex education 
standards represent a significant shift in 
approach to health education.  Many of  the 
new themes are sensitive topics that should 
be addressed by parents at home and not 
by schools.  Children who are the same 
age often mature at different rates.  Fami-
lies approach many of  these topics from 
different perspectives, and may choose to 
address them at different points in a child’s 
development.  That’s why parents, not 
schools, should be the ones deciding when 
and how to educate kids about many sex-
related topics.

It’s important to understand just how 
radical the draft NDE standards are.  The 
standards would introduce kids to po-
litically motivated and sexually explicit 
content at very young ages.  The standards 
say that first graders should be taught to 
define gender identity.  Fifth graders would 
be educated to “explain that gender ex-
pression and gender identity exist along a 
spectrum.”  At 12 years old, students would 
be taught about anal and oral sex.  Many 
kids that age haven’t yet reached puberty.  
This material not only sexualizes our kids, 
it goes far beyond basic biological facts 
about reproduction and clearly crosses the 
boundary of  what’s appropriate to discuss 
in the classroom. 

There’s a reason why NDE ended up with 
such outlandish standards: The process 
to develop these standards was flawed.  
While NDE did not consult with the State’s 
Chief  Medical Officer when drafting the 
standards, OutNebraska, a LGBTQ politi-
cal activist group, was invited to partici-
pate in the development of  the standards.  
Meanwhile, mainstream groups like the 
Nebraska Catholic Conference were denied 
a role in the process—even though Catholic 
schools educate about 10% of  kids in our 
state.  Given the non-inclusive approach, 
it’s not surprising that the draft standards 
are out of  touch.

Furthermore, it’s not a requirement for 
the Nebraska Department of  Education 
to write health standards.  In the past, the 
Nebraska Legislature has specifically de-
cided against this kind of  approach to sex 
education.  After reviewing the proposed 
health standards, a bipartisan majority 
of  State Senators wrote a letter calling 
on the NDE to remove “all sex education 
and other ideologically motivated con-
tent” from them. The review process isn’t 
over yet, and it’s important that you make 
your voice heard.  In the coming months, 
the NDE will re-evaluate the draft health 
standards in light of  the public input it has 
received.  The draft was full of  problems, 
and I continue to urge the NDE to scrap the 
sex education topics altogether rather than 
trying to modify them. 

The State Board of  Education met on 
April 2, 2021 to hear public input on the 
standards.  An overwhelming majority of  
speakers voiced strong opposition to them.  
It was evident from the meeting that the 
standards lacked the public support that 
should be expected for curriculum taught 
in schools. I encourage parents in Nebras-
ka to review the draft health standards at 
education.ne.gov and to provide feedback 
by completing the Health Education Stan-
dards Survey on the NDE’s website.  

Protect kids & schools

Earlier this year, President Biden pushed his 
$1.9 trillion spending package, the American 
Rescue Plan, through Congress and signed 
it into law claiming it was a dire necessity 
because of  the pandemic. However, his ad-
ministration has been very slow in rolling out 
programs created by this massive bill despite 
saying it was so urgently required. Instead, they 
have been busy proposing more “emergency” 
spending, before money allocated in the pre-
vious bill has even been spent and while our 
economy has begun bouncing back, largely on 
its own.

From the moment he signed the bill, Presi-
dent Biden and his administration seemingly 
moved on from the American Rescue Plan and 
set their sights on another, more costly spend-
ing package, this time totaling $2.3 trillion. 
The proposed plan has been called an “infra-
structure” package, yet the proportion of  funds 
included dedicated to true transportation and 
infrastructure needs across the nation is sur-
prisingly small. This new plan consists of  less 
than 2% for waterways, 
locks, dams, ports and 
airports, less than 5% for 
broadband, and less than 
6% for roads and bridges. 
These aspects of  infra-
structure are what both 
Nebraska and the nation 
need to improve upon, and 
they are largely ignored so 
that most of  the package 
can be directed to creat-
ing new social programs, 
green energy incentives, 
and other government ex-
pansions that won’t help 
our businesses create jobs, 
produce goods or services, 
or sell them around our 
nation and the world. 
Communities in Nebras-
ka, especially rural areas, 
would benefit greatly from 
an increase in broadband, and I would gladly 
support bipartisan legislation that would do so, 
but that is clearly not the focus of  this package.

When breaking down the actual items in the 
infrastructure plan put forward, it is clear they 
have less to do with infrastructure and more 
to do with passing partisan policies masked as 
infrastructure. For instance, several aspects 
of  the $2.3 trillion proposal would accomplish 
priorities listed in the Green New Deal. Electric 
vehicles are one of  these items with the invest-
ment totaling $174 billion, that is more money 
than what would go to bridges and roads, or 
waterways and railways. Another example of  
the disproportional funding and masquerade of  
the Green New Deal is the $10 billion dedicated 
to establishing a Civilian Climate Corps. Our fo-
cus right now should be reopening our economy 
and getting Americans back to work, not asking 
Americans to change every aspect of  their lives 
to implement an unproven left-wing agenda.

Along with the infrastructure plan recently 
put forth, the Biden Administration released 
their proposed blueprint for fiscal year 2022’s 
budget and it falls short. This $1.52 trillion 
proposal would increase domestic spending on 
existing programs by 16%, on top of  what has 
been spent in the American Rescue Plan and is 
proposed for infrastructure. As with these other 
two spending plans, the President claims these 
proposals are intended to address areas of  need 
in our economy, but they are actually focused 
on further expanding many of  the same pro-
grams with no connection to COVID that he has 
included in past proposals.

Over the course of  the last year, Congress 
came together to pass truly bipartisan spending 
packages to combat the coronavirus all while 
supporting the American people. Now, our 
economy is starting to recover, and our prior-
ity must be connecting Americans with jobs to 
allow our economy to flourish once again. Now 
more than ever we should not be increasing 
taxes on hardworking Americans and sending 
their jobs overseas, but that is precisely what 
the recently proposed plans from the Biden 
Administration would do. Congress must take 
action to serve the interests of  our constituents 
and do what is best for our country, not what is 
prioritized by the far-left.

What America really needs

By Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D.
My grandmother was a lively, caring, wonder-

ful woman, who remained very active late in her 
life. One spring day, after an unusual April bliz-
zard, she stepped out of  her apartment on her 
way to her weekly bridge game. She fell on the 
ice, in an event that led to an open ankle frac-
ture and changed the course of  the remainder 

of  her life.
We all know 

that a fall, 
especially in an 
elderly or frail 
person, can 
result in disaster. 
Major fall-related 

injuries such as hip fractures can sometimes 
precede abrupt decline in function and death in 
the worst cases. While many falls don’t result in 
any injury at all, when I discuss falls with my 
patients, I consider those events near misses 
and potentially catastrophic for any elderly or 
frail person.

Falls can have many causes, and often nu-
merous factors contribute. Some factors can be 

Strive to prevent falls to avoid a health disaster
modified by at-risk people, and some cannot. 
Discussing the mechanism and contributors to 
falls with one’s health care provider (or even 
better, a physical or occupational therapist) 
can help identify those factors. If  a person can 
reduce their risk of  fall and injury, by all means 
we want to help!

Modifiable risk factors might include weak-
ness in large muscle groups, need for and prop-
er use of  an assistive device such as a walker 
or cane, and potential hazards in one’s home 
such as rugs or bathtubs.  Of  course, in some 
patients there may be fall risk factors which 
cannot be easily modified, which might result in 
the decision for extra help or a change in living 
arrangement.

After my grandmother’s ankle fracture, she 
had a rocky course. She endured surgeries, bone 
infection, hospitalizations, and other medical 
complications. She never regained the ability 
to walk independently again and spent much 
of  the last couple years of  her life in a nurs-
ing home where she could receive the care she 

See PRAIRIE, Page Five
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Larry A. Braband, 68
A 1970 graduate of Elgin High School, he was an avid supporter of EHS athletics and Husker football.
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Bartlett News

Larry A. Braband, 68 of  El-
gin, NE died Tuesday, April 20, 

2021 at Arbor 
Care Center in 
Neligh, NE.

Funeral 
services were 
held at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, 
April 24, 2021 at 
Trinity Lu-
theran Church 
in Elgin, with 

Rev. Norlyn Bartens and Rev. 

Charles Schmidt officiating. 
Burial followed at West Cedar 
Valley Cemetery, Elgin.  Visita-
tion was held Friday evening 
at Levander Funeral Home in 
Elgin. 

Memorials are suggested to 
the family for later designa-
tion. Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin is in charge of  ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com

*****

Larry Arthur Braband, 
son of  Arthur F. and June J. 
(Schmidt) Braband, was born 
May 22, 1952 at Tilden, NE. He 
was baptized and confirmed 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Elgin, attended Rural District 
#106 through the eighth grade 
and graduated from Elgin High 
School in 1970. 

After high school, Larry 
continued to live in the Elgin 
area while taking a job at Ritz-
craft in Neligh, manufacturing 

trailer houses. In March 1980, 
he began working for Farmer’s 
Cooperative in Elgin and 
continued through a couple 
of  transitions and retired in 
2019 from what is now Central 
Valley Ag. 

Larry was a lifetime member 
of  Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Elgin, a 23 year member of  
Elgin Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, and an avid supporter 
of  Elgin High School Athletics 
and Husker Football. He was 

also a member of  the “Chain 
Gang” at Elgin High School 
home football games for 43 
years. 

He is survived by his sis-
ters: Sharon (Harold) Klein of  
Neligh, NE; Linda (Lynn) Varn 
of  Omaha, NE; Kathy (Paul) 
Fullerton of  Albert City, IA; 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, 
great-nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

Larry was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Community center meals next week are: 
Monday, May 3: Meatloaf, cheesy potatoes, 

green beans, peaches w/Jello, whole wheat/
white bread, milk.

Tuesday, May 4: Cowboy stew (meat 
potatoes, mixed veggies, onion), oranges, 
whole wheat/white bread, milk.

Wednesday, May 5: Chicken patty w/bun, 
baked potato, corn, fruit cocktail, milk.

Elgin Community Center Menus
Thursday, May 6: Hamburger pizza (sauce, 

hamburger, cheese, onion, green pepper), 
lettuce salad, pineapple, garlic bread, milk.

Friday, May 7: Polish sausage & kraut, 
mashed potatoes, cream peas, pears, whole 
wheat/white bread, milk.

(Menus are provided by the Community Center 
and are subject to change)

From Page Four
Prairie

By Sherry Tetschner
An inservice for teach-

ing staff  was held Friday at 
Wheeler Central. 

The noon meal was served 
by Kendra Croxen. The menu 
included grilled chicken ceasar 
pasta salad with croutons, Ital-
ian antipasto salad, steak fajita 
pasta salad, turkey, ham, beef  
and cheese wraps, turtle poke 
brownie and fruit pizza. The 
food was delicious.  

Glenn and I traveled to 
Beatrice Saturday to attend the 
birthday party of  our grand-
children Sawyer and Winnie 
Keyes whose birthdays fall 
within a week of  each other. 

The day was perfect for a party 
with weather nice enough to 
spend time in the back yard. 
Winnie’s cake featured a uni-
corn and Sawyer’s cake had a 
“Minecraft,” theme.  

Both were made by their 
Mom, Angela.  

Wheeler Central held their 
Homecoming Monday, April 26.  

The Coronation ceremony 
began at 6 p.m. in the new gym 
with a carnival following the 
event.    

No dance was held. 
On Sunday, Glenn planted 

two peach trees, two cherry 
trees and one plum tree near 
the garden. 

Of  course it will be several 
years before we see the fruits 
of  his labor.

required.
Last summer, my grandmoth-

er contracted COVID-19 at her 
nursing facility and sadly died 
a few weeks later. A woman 
who led a truly remarkable life 
lost her fierce independence af-
ter an accidental fall. I’m sure 
if  she could have gone back 
in time, she would have just 
stayed home that icy April day. 
If  you or a loved one is wor-
ried about falling, I hope you 
will talk to your primary care 

provider about it.
*****

Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is 
part of  The Prairie Doc® team 

of  physicians and currently 
practices internal medicine in 
Brookings, South Dakota. For 

free and easy access to the entire 
Prairie Doc® library, visit www.

prairiedoc.org and follow Prai-
rie Doc® on Facebook, featuring 

On Call with the Prairie Doc® 
a medical Q&A show streamed 

most Thursdays at 7 p.m. cen-
tral.   
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O’NEILL — For the second 
time in a week, EPPJ found 
themselves in O’Neill compet-
ing in another track meet.

The St. Mary’s Invite was 
held Wednesday, April 21.

Unlike at the O’Neill Invite 
held on the 15th, gold medal 
performances were turned in 
by both the boys and girls.

The Wolfpack’s 400 meter 
relay teams each captured gold. 
The girls team consisted of  
Theanna Dunn, Jamie Dozler, 
Elise Ruterbories and Skyler 
Meis. They won in a time of  
56.25 seconds.

Colton Wright, Corbin Kin-
ney, Jack Wemhoff  and Cam-

ryn Pelster won their 400 relay 
race in a time of  48.32 seconds.

Riverside won the boys team 
title with 111 points followed by 
St. Mary’s 105, Niobrara-Verd-
igre 71, Plainview 63, CWC 55, 
EPPJ 43, Spalding Academy 40, 
Boyd County 29 and Santee 8.

For the girls, St. Mary’s won 
with 116 points followed by Pla-
inview 108, Boyd County 105, 
Niobrara-Verdigre 65, CWC 47, 
Riverside 29, EPPJ 26, Spalding 
Academy 21 and Santee 4.

Next up for EPPJ will be the 
Niobrara Valley Conference 
meet to be held Saturday, May 
1, at Atkinson West Holt High 
School.

St. Mary’s Invite results 
were:

Boys 4x400 Meter Relay — 1. 
St. Mary’s, 3:47.01; 3. EPPJ 
(Colton Wright, Corbin Kinney, 
Jack Wemhoff, Myles Kittel-
son), 4:01.71

Girls 4x400 Meter Relay — 1. 
Boyd County, 4:34.28; 5 EPPJ 
(Theanna Dunn, Skyler Meis, 
Brenna Martinsen, Elise Ruter-
bories), 4:53.21

Boys 4x100 Relay — 1. EPPJ 
(Colton Wright, Corbin Kinney, 
Jack Wemhoff, Camryn Pel-
ster), 48.32 seconds

Girls 4x100 Relay — 1. EPPJ 
(Theanna Dunn, Jamie Do-
zler, Elise Ruterbories, Skyler 
Meis), 56.25

Boys 1600 Meter Run — 1. 
Ryan Berger, Riverside, 4:59.26

Girls 1600 Meter Run — 1. 
Faith Williamson, St. Mary’s, 
5:59.44

Boys 200 Meter Dash — 1. 
Jeffrey Schmeits, Riverside, 
23.39 seconds; 3. Colton Wright, 
EPPJ, 23.98; 5 Camryn Pelster, 
EPPJ, 24.84

Girls High Jump — 1. Andrea 
Sucha, Niobrara-Verdigre, 
4’10”

Boys Pole Vault — 1. Tate 
Thompson, St. Mary’s, 10’

Girls Pole Vault — 1. Emma 
Winkelbauer, St. Mary’s, 8-0

Girls Long Jump — 1. Lauryn 
Hoffman, Boyd County, 16’3.5”

Boys High Jump — 1. Cole 
Duba, CWC, 5’6”

Boys Shot Put — 1. Chase 
Snyder, Boyd County, 49’10.5”

Girls 4×800 Meter Relay 
— 1. St. Mary’s, 10:59.00; 5. 
EPPJ(Sharon Bartak, Ally Selt-
ing, Baylee Busteed, Keyera 
Eisenhauer), 13:20.00

Boys Triple Jump — 1. Jef-
frey Schmeits, Riverside, 41’10”

Girls Triple Jump — 1. An-
drea Sucha, Niobrara-Verdigre, 
33’1.5”;  3. Skyler Meis, EPPJ, 
32’4”: 5. Elise Ruterbories, 
EPPJ, 31’7.75”

Girls Discus — 1. Chaney 
Konopasek, Niobrara-Verdigre, 
97’11”

Boys 4×800 Meter Relay — 
1. St. Mary’s, 8:58.00; 4 EPPJ 
(Nick Anderson, Gage Thies-
sen, Collin Lindgren, Jordan 
Lindgren), 10:00.00

Boys Long Jump — 1. Tony 
Berger, Riverside, 20’4”; 4. 
Myles Kittelson, EPPJ, 17’5.5”

Girls 400 Meter Dash — 1. 
Lauryn Hoffman, Boyd County, 
1:04.95; 6. Brenna Martinsen, 
EPPJ, 1:14.50

Boys 400 Meter Dash — 1. 
Jackson Waldo, CWC, 53.94 
seconds; 5. Myles Kittelson, 

EPPJ 400 meter relay teams win ‘gold’ at St. Mary’s Invite 
EPPJ, 58.01

Girls 3200 Meter Run — 1. 
Michelle Koenig, CWC, 13:11.45

Boys 3200 Meter Run — 1. 
Ryan Berger, Riverside, 10:29.90

Girls Shot Put — 1. Alyssa 
Fehringer, St. Mary’s, 33’9”

Girls 100 Meter Hurdles — 1. 
Abbie Kromarek, Plainview, 
17.34 seconds

The Wolfpack girls won the 400 meter relay at the St. Mary’s Invite. Relay team members were (l-r): 
Skyler Meis, Elise Ruterbories, Jamie Dozler and Theanna Dunn. Courtesy photo

Three baton handoffs and a sprint to the finish line, the Wolfpack boys 400 relay team earned gold at the 
St. Mary’s Invite. Team members were (l-r): Camryn Pelster, Jack Wemhoff, Corbin Kinney and Colton 
Wright. Courtesy photo

Boys 110 Meter Hurdles — 1. 
Tony Berger, Riverside, 16.19 
seconds; 5. Corbin Kinney, 

See EPPJ, Page Seven

A freshman, Elise Ruterbo-
ries has had good success 
competing in the triple jump. At 
the St. Mary’s Invite last week, 
she placed fifth with a leap of 
31’7.75”. File photo
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Making a very
big decision

ELGIN — “Do I run a 6-2 or 
a 5-1?”

That may be one of  the 
hardest decisions a volleyball 
coach makes before the start 
of  the season, sometimes in 
mid-season after seeing how 
the team is progressing.

For Wolfpack Volleyball 
Coach Tina Thiele-Blecher, 
she’d probably rather mull that 
decision over 1,000 times than 
the one decision she made last 
week.

Everyone should know by 
now that Tina will no longer 
be coaching the Wolf-pack. In 
an announcement made just 
before the newspaper deadline 
last week, she was hired 
to serve as principal at St. 
Michael’s School in Albion. 

Having served as a Title 
1 instructor at Elgin Public 
Schools for 13 years, she saw 
an opportunity to take a career 
step forward and she took 
it. That’s great news for St. 
Michael’s, its a loss for EPS 
because a great teacher is 
moving on, a great coach will 
no longer be a role model for 
her players.

She told The Elgin Review 
the hardest part of  her 
decision to take the Albion job 
was to tell her players. That 
makes perfect sense to me. 

Great teams become family. 
They fight and sacrifice for 
one another for the good of  the 
team.

Her players would run 
through a wall for her. And, 
I’m confident enough to say, 
she would do anything for 
them.

So, how does one tell her 
team she’s no longer going to 

be their 
coach? 
Tina 
said she 
wanted to 
tell them 
in person, 
but word 
got out 
before 
she could 
do that. 
So, she 
sent a 
heart-felt 
message 
on social 
media.

Tina’s 
Wolfpack 
teams 
played 
a tough 

schedule, year-in and year-out. 
It always felt that the front end 
of  the schedule was loaded 
with bigger schools. The 
purpose was to make the team 
tougher. If  they were to lose 
to the likes of  Lutheran High 
Northeast and other schools in 
September, they were to learn 
from their mistakes, to see 
what needed to be improved 
upon.

It always seemed to work 
because come October, EPPJ 
was always a tough team to 
beat. Battle-tested, they had a 
self-confidence that, in the heat 
of  battle, they would come out 
on top.

The Wolfpack seldom lost to 
a team with lesser talent. They 
beat more than their fair share 
of  teams who may have had 
more talent. Good coaching 
allows that to happen.

A personal note, we would 
from time-to-time do video 
interviews with her and some 
of  the players. Tina was a good 
sport, she wasn’t crazy about 
videos, but she did it. What 
made the videos fun was her 
son Grant who, we all know, is 
a ball of  energy. Nothing better 
than family to wind down with 
after a victory or a tough loss.

I will miss those interviews, 
but I’ll miss more the insights 
she shared off  camera. I 
thought I knew quite a bit 
about the sport, I know more 
now thanks to Tina.

My favorite match which 
Tina coached? The Class D1 
Consolation finals where 
the Wolfpack came from two 
sets down to win in five. Her 
players, on that day, would 
not let the Wolfpack lose. 
Elizabeth Selting and Grace 
Henn at the net, Paige Henn 
playing through an injury, the 
Wemhoff  girls & more. 

Victory tasted sweet that day, 
even more so because it was a 
team victory. We interviewed 
each girl after the match and 
shared it on social media, 
sharing their joy with all our 
followers.

Since then, Lynell and I 
have seldom missed a match, 
never missed a match when 
they mattered the most. We’ll 
continue to support EPPJ and 
support the new coach when 
one is hired. Go Pack!

EPPJ, 19.34
Boys Discus — 1. Chase 

Snyder, Boyd County, 151’1”; 3. 
Colton Wright, EPPJ, 110’1”

Girls 100 Meter Dash — 1. 
Cheyenne Pokorny, CWC, 13.65 
seconds; 6. Theanna Dunn, 
EPPJ, 14.15

Boys 100 Meter Dash — 1. 
Jeffrey Schmeits, Riverside, 
11.39 seconds; 6. Camryn Pel-
ster, EPPJ, 12.28

Girls 800 Meter Run — 1. 
Faith Williamson, St. Mary’s, 
2:34.12

Boys 800 Meter Run — 1. 
Grant Winkelbauer, St. Mary’s, 
2:08.81

Boys 300 Meter Hurdles — 
1. Connor Semin, St. Mary’s, 
43.25 seconds

Girls 300 Meter Hurdles — 1. 
Teya Boyer, Plainview, 53.34 
seconds; 6. Elise Ruterbories, 
EPPJ, 1:00.91

Girls 200 Meter Dash — 1. 
Lauryn Hoffman, Boyd County, 
27.59 seconds; 6. Skyler Meis, 
EPPJ, 30.12

Boys 200 Meter Dash — 1. 
Jeffrey Schmeits, Riverside, 
23.39 seconds; 3. Colton Wright, 
EPPJ, 23.98; 5. Camryn Pelster, 
EPPJ, 24.84

Girls 1600 Meter Run — 1. 
Faith Williamson, St. Mary’s, 
5:59.44

Boys 1600 Meter Run — 1. 
Ryan Berger, Riverside, 4:59.26

From Page Six
EPPJEPPJ competes at NVC Meet Tuesday

Skylar ReestmanAustin GoodPaiton Hoefer

EPPJ individual scores at the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Golf Tournament held 
Tuesday at Antelope Country Club were 
Paiton Hoefer 93 (6th), Austin Good 96 
(8th), Skylar Reestman 102, Linus Borer 
114 and Layne Bullock 117. JV scores were 
Ethan Hinkle 129, Brian Heithoff 140 and 
Isabella Smidt 165. Atkinson West Holt won 
the team title, EPPJ placed fourth in the 
team race with a score of 408. E-R photos/
DMorgan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE
Estate of EVELYN M. 
AREHART, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that the 
Co-Personal Representatives 
have filed a report of their ad-
ministration and a formal closing 
petition for complete settlement 
after informal probate of Will of 
said deceased, for determination 
of heirship, and for determination 
of inheritance tax, which have 
been set for hearing in the Ante-
lope County, Nebraska, Court on 
May 19, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLISH: April 28, May 5 and 
12, 2021
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 
THE MONTH OF MAY, 2021
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

May 4, 2021 at 9:00 AM
May 11, 2021 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: April 28, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Meetings 
— Antelope 

County Board of 
Commissioners

like a slob which is bad in her 
eyes. Although it may be true, 
I see my appearance as looking 
comfortable.

Luckily, my school work has 
not suffered from my seniori-
tis. Instead, I have been less 
worried about my homework. 
There isn’t too much for the 
last few weeks for a senior in 
high school, but there are still 
some projects to do and finals 
to study for. 

I won’t lie and say I started 
crying while studying for my 
first part of  our math final last 
week in the library, but other 
than that, I have been pretty 
nonchalant about my school-
work. I know I will get it done 
and I know that it will be good, 
so why stress out about it? 

The biggest impact senioritis 
has had on me has been remi-
niscing about high school. My 
class and I bring up all the fun 
memories we have made to-
gether over the years and just 
talk about them. And we have 
chosen a lot of  the music that 
will be played at graduation 
and those songs are on repeat 
during school. And it gets sad 
sometimes, to know that these 
are the last days we may all be 
together again. I try to hold 
back most of  my tears but 
every once in a while they start 
to escape. So yes, my senioritis 
has hit and has me ready to 
graduate high school. But I 
am less than ready to leave my 
friends and family… and most 
importantly, my dog. And as 
excited as I am to start a new 
chapter, I know that leaving 
Elgin will be the hardest part. 

From Page Three
Sky

The legislature debated sev-
eral of  my bills last week. On 
Tuesday afternoon, we debated 
my amendment to my LB 561, 
a bill to further define and 
implement the voter approved 
initiative on casino gaming at 
racetracks. As 70% of  the tax 
revenue derived from these ca-
sinos is dedicated to property 
tax relief, it is important to get 
this done right. Gambling is 
a divisive issue in our legisla-
ture, and the debate reflected 
that. After the question was di-
vided on the issue of  electronic 
keno, we spent a couple hours 
debating keno, the extent of  
sports betting, and a handful 
of  other issues, before voting 
to move it on to final reading.

Later on Tuesday, we began 
debate on my priority bill, 
LB 2, which would reduce 
the value of  ag land from 
75% to 50% for repayment of  
school bonds approved after 
the effective date of  the act. I 
further amended it to include 
an increase in the statutory 

It’s important to do this right!
minimum in the property tax 
credit fund from the current 
$275 million to $313 million, 
and to grow this amount by 3% 
annually. The increase to the 
property tax credit 
fund encountered 
resistance from folks 
not as concerned 
about rural property 
tax increases as I am. 
After debating into 
Tuesday evening, 
and most of  the day 
Wednesday, I had 
to amend out the 
property tax credit 
portions in order to 
keep the bill alive. 
We then advanced 
the original portions 
of  LB 2. My original 
intent was to pack-
age LB 2 with Sena-
tor Wayne’s bill to 
exempt municipal 
water bills from sales 
tax, a bill that would 
provide a small amount of  tax 
relief  for all municipal water 

customers. Although we didn’t 
get his bill tied to LB 2, I still 
intend to support his exemp-
tion for municipal water.

Thursday, just about the 
whole day was dedi-
cated to my LB 408, a 
bill to limit property 
tax asking increases 
generally to 3%. 
Growth was ex-
cepted, which would 
make the cap on aver-
age about 4%. I fur-
ther included various 
exceptions designed 
to ensure our local 
governments, in-
cluding our schools, 
could continue to 
provide the services 
Nebraskans expect. 
Debate was robust all 
day on the issues of  
property tax reform 
and education fund-
ing reform, and the 
bill encountered stiff  

opposition from some of  my 
colleagues, mostly from urban 
Nebraska, who were unwill-
ing to take this common sense 
step towards property tax 
relief. The vote to keep the bill 
alive garnered 29 votes of  the 
49 member body, not enough 
to invoke cloture, and the bill 
did not advance. Within hours, 
Governor Ricketts and U.S. 
Senator Deb Fisher called out 
the opponents of  LB 408. 

On Friday, we debated an ed-
ucation bill, LB 528, which con-
tained my LB 3. As amended, 
LB 3 would require the Depart-
ment of  Education to maintain 
a website containing a plethora 
of  information on each school 
district, including the amount 
of  revenue derived from each 
source, cost per pupil, and 
achievement scores. It further 
requires each school district, 
in its notice of  budget hearing, 
to provide either the name of  
the NDE website, or a link to it, 
so our patrons can be informed 
as to the availability of  this 
information. The goal of  LB 
3 is to help increase transpar-
ency and accountability in 
public education in Nebraska. 
It’s good for our schools and 
our patrons and taxpayers. LB 
528, including LB 3, advanced 
to select file. 

NOTICE OF MEETING COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS AS A COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, ANTE-

LOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commission-
ers of Antelope County, Nebras-
ka will hold a County Board of 
Equalization meeting in the Com-
missioner’s Meeting Room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-

Notice — Estate of 
Evelyn M. Arehart

Stay
Informed!

nex, Neligh, Nebraska on Tues-
day, May 11, 2021 at 9:45 AM, 
for the purpose of approving tax 
roll corrections, Form 451 Reaf-
firmations of Tax Exemption for 
Antelope County Shooters Club, 
Orchard Young Men’s Club, and 
Antelope County Farm Bureau, 
motor vehicle exemptions and 
various other items which may 
become necessary to act upon.  
Meeting will be opened to the 

public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: April 28, 2021
ZNEZ
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During 2021 and early 2022, 
the Nebraska economy will 
continue to recoup the econom-
ic losses from the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to the 
new three-year forecast from 
the University of  Nebraska–
Lincoln’s Bureau of  Business 
Research and the Nebraska 
Business Forecast Council.

Employment levels will 
rise, ultimately returning to 
pre-pandemic levels by 2022, 
according to the forecast. 
Nebraska employment dropped 
by 3.7% in 2020 compared to 
2019 and is expected to grow by 
2.6% in 2021 and 1.5% in 2022. 
Employment growth should 
then “normalize” to a 0.9% rate 
in 2023, which is the average 
rate of  job growth in the pre-
pandemic period from 2010 to 
2019.

Assuming that the spread 
of  the novel coronavirus is 
brought under control, the 
forecast suggests that employ-
ment growth will be strongest 
where losses were greatest, 
in the leisure and hospitality 
industry and in state and local 
government. Some job losses 
will be permanent. 

“While many jobs will come 
back, the pandemic has accel-
erated long-term trends in the 
economy, such as shopping and 
working from home,” said Eric 
Thompson, an economist and 
director of  the Bureau of  Busi-
ness Research.

The outlook is also positive 
for Nebraska agriculture. Farm 
income is thought to have risen 
by 37% in 2020, according to 
the forecast, and much of  that 
increase will be sustained in 
the next three years. 

Farm income will benefit 
from recent increases in crop 
commodity prices, as well as 
ongoing transfer payments. 
However, the contribution of  
transfer payments to farm in-
come will fade in 2022 and 2023.

Nonfarm income growth will 
be solid in Nebraska, although 
impacted by stimulus checks, 
federal unemployment benefits 
and other transfer payments. 
Non-farm personal income is 
expected to grow by 3.7% in 
2021 but by just 0.6% in 2022 
as stimulus ends. Nonfarm 
income growth is also expected 
to normalize in 2023, to 3.2%.

Among individual industries, 
service employment is expected 
to grow by 4.6%.

State to recover
from pandemic
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Northeast Nebraska Com-
munity Action Partnership 
(NENCAP) will hold the 
Neligh WIC and Immuniza-
tion clinic on Thursday May 
6, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion 115 W. 
3rd St. Neligh. This does not 
include the COVID vaccine.

For an appointment or for 
more information regarding 
the WIC or Immunization 
Programs please call (402) 385-
6300.

NENCAP’s WIC Program 
provides nutrition educa-
tion and supplemental foods 
to income eligible pregnant, 
breast-feeding or postpartum 
women, infants, and children 
to age five years. Find a clinic 
near you at signupwic.com. 

NENCAP’s Immunization 
Program provides vaccines to 
adults and children following 
the recommended schedule 
from the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and Human 
Services and the Center for 
Disease Control. The Immuni-
zation clinic can serve both cli-
ents with and without health 
insurance. 

NENCAP, headquartered 
in Pender, NE, is one of  nine 
Community Action Agencies 
in Nebraska. 

The Agency serves over 
10,000 clients a year due to suc-
cessful outreach efforts. North-
east Nebraska Community 
Action Partnership (NENCAP) 
programs include the Com-
modity Supplemental Food 
Program; Family Services; Im-
munization; Weatherization; 
Head Start; Women, Infants, 
and Children Nutrition; Early 
Intervention Services Coordi-
nation; Healthy Families. 

The agency serves Knox, 
Antelope, Pierce, Madison, 
Stanton, Cuming, Thurston, 
Dakota, Burt, Wayne, Dixon, 
Cedar, Washington and Dodge 
counties. For more informa-
tion on NENCAP programs, 
call 1-800-445-2505.

Immunization,
WIC clinic in
Neligh on May 6

North Central District 
Health Department (NCDHD) 
has been made aware of  10 new 
COVID-19 cases in the district 
since last reporting period on 
4/22/2021: 2-Antelope, 0-Boyd, 
0- Brown, 1-Cherry, 3-Holt, 0- 
Keya Paha, 3-Knox, 1-Pierce, 
0-Rock. 

NCDHD encourages district 
residents to continue to wear 
your mask in public places or 
where social distancing is dif-
ficult as well as practice social 
distancing while out in public. 
With recent public gatherings 
and school events coming up 
in the near future, continue to 
monitor for signs and symp-
toms for COVID-19. During 
this time of  year many people 
struggle with allergies, sinus 
infections, and common colds. 
If  you have any questions 
regarding symptoms you have 
developed, please call your 
primary care provider or the 
health department.

Test Nebraska Clinics will 
only be held in O’Neill on Mon-
days from 8:30 AM -10:30 AM 
at the O’Neill Armory. Please 
enter the clinic through the 
alley south of  the Armory. To 
sign up for a testing time visit 
testnebraska.com.

Four new COVID 
cases reported in
Antelope County



12  Wednesday, April 28, 2021 
 The Elgin ReviewThe Back Page

Shop at 
home to

support our 
merchants!

The value of  agricultural 
land in Nebraska increased by 
an average of  6% over the prior 
year, to a statewide average of  
$2,895 per acre, according to 
the preliminary findings of  the 
University of  Nebraska–Lin-
coln’s 2021 Farm Real Estate 
Market Survey. This marks the 
second consecutive year that 
agricultural land in the state 
has experienced an increase in 
average market value.

Land industry professionals 
who responded to the survey 
attributed the rise in Nebraska 
farm real estate values to cur-
rent interest rate levels, crop 
prices and COVID-19 disaster 

Nebraska ag land values rise for second straight year
assistance payments provided 
to operators across the state. 
These factors provided stabil-
ity to the industry in the face 
of  an economic shutdown and 
disruptions of  supply chains.

“During periods of  eco-
nomic uncertainty, monitoring 
Nebraska farm and ranch real 
estate remains important to 

understanding how financial 
forces are impacting agricul-
tural land markets across the 
state,” said Jim Jansen, an 
extension educator who co-
authored the survey and report 
with Jeffrey Stokes, a professor 
in the Department of  Agricul-
tural Economics.

The preliminary report 

found that center pivot-irrigat-
ed cropland estimated values 
rose by about 8% across the 
state. Dryland cropland val-
ues rose by about 6%. Survey 
participants noted higher crop 
prices as a major force lead-
ing to higher cropland values 
across the state. Improvements 
in grazing land and hayland 
market values range about 3% 
to 5% higher than the prior 
year.

Survey results also revealed 
that rental rates for cropland 
and grazing land in the state 
have increased by an average 
of  about 5% to 7% for crop-
land, while rates for pasture 
and cow-calf  pairs saw an aver-
age increase between about 3% 
and 7%. Survey participants 
also reported that the late 
season runup in crop prices 
were a major factor leading 
to higher cash rental rates in 
2021.

The Nebraska Farm Real 
Estate Market Survey is an 
annual survey of  land profes-
sionals, including appraisers, 
farm and ranch managers and 
agricultural bankers, conduct-
ed by the Department of  Ag-
ricultural Economics. Results 
from the survey are divided 
by land class and agricultural 
statistic district. Land values 
and rental rates presented in 
the report are averages of  sur-
vey participants’ responses by 
district. Actual land values and 
rental rates may vary depend-
ing upon the quality of  the 
parcel and local market for an 
area. Preliminary land values 
and rental rates are subject to 
change as additional surveys 
are returned. The preliminary 
report was released in the 
Department of  Agricultural 
Economics’ weekly Cornhusk-
er Economics newsletter.

NCDHD has the follow-
ing clinic times available for 
walk-ins during the noted 
times below. If  you already 
have a scheduled appointment 
time for a clinic on this list, 
please arrive at that scheduled 
time. Please note any location 
updates. These clinics will be 
dispensing the Moderna Vac-
cine.

April 29-Antelope County 
Fair Grounds 

April 30-Atkinson Commu-
nity Center

If  you have received a first 
dose of  vaccine through an 
NCDHD clinic and have not 
received a call to schedule your 
second dose, please call our 
office to schedule an appoint-
ment. Still have questions 
regarding the vaccines? Get-
vaccineanswers.org is a great 
resource for wanting to know 
more and getting informed.

On Friday, April 23, 2021 the 
FDA and CDC announced a lift 
of  the recommended pause of  
the Johnson & Johnson (Jans-
sen) COVID-19 Vaccine use af-
ter concluding a safety review. 
NCDHD will resume dispens-
ing the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine the week of  May 3rd. 
Additional clinic details be an-
nounced as available. 

Case count update as of  
04/26/2021 at 3:00 PM: 4,470 
Total Cases (TC), 4,279 (R), 73 
Deaths (D), and 53 total cases 
reported in the last 14 days. 

A reminder that Total Case 
(TC) numbers are represented 
first, and of  those total cases 
the number of  Recovered (R) 
persons is represented second, 
and total case related Deaths 
(D) is represented third.

Antelope: TC: 603, R: 557, D: 7
Boyd: TC: 187, R:183, D: 3
Brown: TC 280, R: 274, D: 4
Cherry: TC: 433, R: 423, D: 8
Holt: TC: 899, R: 847, D: 15
Keya Paha: TC: 51, R: 50, D: 0
Knox: TC: 1,148, R: 1,111, D: 13
Pierce: TC: 717, R: 682, D: 21
Rock: TC: 154, R: 152, D: 2
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