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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice of Public Hearing — Antelope 

County Planning Commission
Notice of Organization — Bazile Creek 

Agronomy LLC
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners
Proceedings — The Elgin City Council
Proceedings — District #18 Board of 

Education
Proceedings — Village of Bartlett 

Trustees
Spring Weed Notice — Antelope Coun-

ty Weed Authority

The Elgin Review is the official 
legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
Antelope County Historical Society, 
Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resources District, the State 
of Nebraska, the City of Elgin and 
Elgin School District #18.
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Elgin Review takes second in 
‘B’ division of NPA contest
See page 6

Rittscher wins shot put by 
more than two feet at N-O
See page 11

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
April 12	 70	 47	 .00
April 13	 85	 50	 .00
April 14	 83	 43	 .00
April 15	 75	 45	 .00
April 16	 83	 46	 Tr.
April 17	 85	 37	 .00
April 18	 54	 24	 .00
Total for last week		  0.00
Total for April			   0.82 
Total precipitation 2026		  2.11

The high temperature last week 
was 85 degrees recorded on Monday 
April 13 and again on Friday, April 17. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 24 degrees recorded 
on Saturday, April 18. 

A trace of precipitation was record-
ed last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as reported by the National 
Weather Service.

In Brief
ECAF Scholarship 

fund drive total
now at $3,330 

Bank of Elgin accepting donations.
Contributions rose last week for 

the Elgin Area Community Founda-
tion (EACF) Scholarship Drive. One 
thousand dollars were donated last 
week. Altogether, $2,330 has been 
raised so far.

Making donations last week were 
Jerry’s Feed Service, Kenny & Jean-
nine Jochum, Craig & Merry Sprout, 
Karl & Margaret Hensley, Dave & 
Joyce Sullivan and ‘anonymous.’

 Donations can be made to: Elgin 
Area Community Foundation, PO 
Box 345, Elgin, NE 68636-0345. Or, 
they can be dropped off at the Bank of 
Elgin. 

By Jane Schuchardt
Special to The Elgin Review

The word ag, short for agriculture, could stand for 
‘always grand’ when it comes to Julia Schwartz, the Elgin 
Public School (EPS) ag teacher and FFA advisor.

To say she is excited about her EPS job since she started 
in 2010 is an understatement. “I can pretty much tell which 
eighth grade student will be good at one thing or anoth-
er,” Schwartz said before class in her serene ag room next 
to the EPS gym. “Then (with a keen eye on interest and 
strengths), I really like to set them up to do well.” 

There’s seldom a week that goes by during the academic 
year that The Elgin Review doesn’t include an FFA student 
highlight. “Maybe I was tired, but I cried (with joy) at state 
convention this year,” Schwartz said in her matter of fact, 
measured tone. “One of our students won the diversified ag 
proficiency competition. That’s a big deal.” 

Another ‘big deal’ was winning third in state for range 
judging. And the list of successes goes on and on, year after 
year. 

Interesting, though, it’s not about winning with 
Schwartz. “I live for what I can do with these kids to have 
a lasting high school memory especially those not involved 
with other activities (outside the classroom). I want them 
to leave with a great memory. If that means winning, great. 
Also good if that means a lasting memory from a road trip.” 

Schwartz, who grew up on a farm west of Tilden, came to 
Elgin with solid credentials –  Associate Degree in diver-

Recent surveys highlight community needs,
housing challenges and growth opportunities
Recent survey efforts in Elgin are providing a 

clearer picture of community strengths, service 
gaps, and priorities for the future. Results from both 
the Elgin Community Survey and a separate housing 
study offer insight into local conditions and how they 
relate to economic development.

The Community Survey gathered input from near-
ly 200 residents, asking participants to rate commu-
nity conditions and priorities on a scale of 1 to 5, with 
1 representing lower ratings and 5 representing high-
er ratings. Overall, residents rated the condition and 
appearance of the community as average to above 
average. Occupied downtown buildings were viewed 
positively, and both downtown and residential areas 
were generally seen as being in decent condition. 
However, respondents identified areas for improve-
ment, particularly the condition of vacant commer-

cial buildings and the variety of retail businesses 
available in Elgin.

Feedback on services was mixed. Some services, 
such as auto repair, were rated more favorably, while 
contractor-related services received more varied 
ratings, indicating inconsistent availability. Recre-
ational amenities were generally rated as average to 
good, with ballfields and the campground receiving 
more favorable feedback, while walking trails and 
some park features were identified as areas that 
could benefit from improvement.

When asked about community needs, residents 
identified several key areas as highly important, 
including access to quality housing, availability of 
childcare, adequate employment opportunities, re-
cruitment of emergency volunteers, and upgrades to 
community infrastructure. Addressing dilapidated 

housing and buildings was also identified as a priori-
ty. Looking ahead, respondents placed strong empha-
sis on economic development, including supporting 
and expanding existing businesses and attracting 
new service and retail businesses.

The separate housing study provides additional de-
tail on housing conditions and availability in Elgin. 
The study found that 91% of respondents own their 
homes, while 9% rent, indicating a limited rental 
market.

This limited rental supply can make it difficult for 
individuals and families who are not in a position to 
purchase a home to find housing in the community. 
Affordability was also identified as a concern, with 
more than 35% of households reporting that they 

See SURVEYS, Page 3 ▶

The recent success of the Elgin FFA Chapter can be attributed, in large part, to the direction provided by Advisor Julia Schwartz. 
E-R photo/LMorgan

Elgin FFA: Schwartz 
makes success a priority

sified agriculture, Nebraska College of Technical Agricul-
ture, Curtis, 2001; Bachelor of Science in agricultural edu-
cation, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2005, and Master of 
Science in biology, University of Nebraska-Kearney, 2021. 
High school graduation was Elkhorn Valley in 1999. She 
wasn’t an FFA member since there wasn’t a chapter. 

She lives on her family’s land where she and her hus-
band, Charlie, along with her dad and brother, run cattle. 
Charlie works fulltime for Rutjens Construction, Tilden. 
Schwartz’ mom, a retired educator who substitutes at Elk-
horn Valley, does critical grandma duty with the couple’s 
four children, three boys and a girl, ages 10-16. 

Except for monthly 6:30 p.m. FFA meetings and time in 
Lincoln for state competition, along with other occasional 
longer hours, Schwartz said she maintains a strict Monday 
through Friday eight-to-four day in order to juggle career 
and motherhood. “My kids are involved in everything – 
sports, music, all the stuff,” she said taking a deep breath, 
“and then there’s managing the cow herd on weekends.”

As students file respectfully into her classroom, there is 
this eagerness to learn in the air. “I teach any course on the 
(Nebraska) Department of Education list,” she said, “and 
after 20 years, I’m pretty good at most.” She did admit that 
ag mechanics (e.g. engines and construction) was her least 
favorite subject.

In the fall, the emphasis is on animal science and natu-

See SCHWARTZ, Page 6 ▶

It’s not if, but when, School Dis-
trict #18 will have a new route bus.

The answer doesn’t rest with 
school administration or the 
school board, it is in the hands of 
the bus company.

Meeting Wednesday night, five 
members of the school board (Todd 
Heithoff was absent) approved the 
purchase of a new route bus.

They approved the purchase of 
a 2027 Blue Bird 59-passenger bus. 
To save tax dollars, the board de-
cided that the new bus would not 
have air conditioning.

New buses aren’t cheap. The 
school district will spend $134,000 
for the new rig.

When it arrives, approximately 
90 days from now, it will replace a 
2007 route bus which is no longer 
in commission because the cost of 
repairs would exceed the value of 
the bus. That bus will be put up for 
sale via Purple Wave at a cost to 
the school district of just $100.

There will be two new mem-
bers to the teaching staff at EPS. 
During the latter stages of the 
meeting, the board unanimously 
approved teaching contracts for 
Vijendra Boken (math) and Miran-
da Rockwood (kindergarten).

In other action:
Executive session — The board 

spent just over an hour in exec-
utive (closed) session to discuss 
employee classified agreements. 
No action was taken during closed 
session.

Back in open session, the board 
approved classified salaries rec-
ommendations and tabling activity 
bus wages. The vote was 4-0 (Eric 
Beckman abstained).

Presentation — High school stu-
dents’ Gemma Miller, Kyla Don-
aldson and Zoey Buechter report-
ed to the board about their experi-
ence attending Capital City Forum 
where they discussed global issues 
and had an opportunity to interact 
with Third District Congressman 
Adrian Smith.

“I really appreciated being able 
to go,” Donaldson told the board.

No need to worry — All 13 
seniors were approved for gradua-
tion, having met all the necessary 
criteria. Graduation will be held 
Saturday afternoon, May 9 at 4 
p.m.

Requisitions — As expected, the 
board approved teacher requisi-
tions for the coming school year. 
Total cost will be $124,355.62.

Cameras — Due to their age and 
the inability to get updates and 
parts, 19 security cameras will be 
replaced this summer at a cost of 
just over $16,600.

New route bus
to cost $134,000
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Seniors attending the PJCC/EPS Junior Senior Prom Saturday from Pope John were (front row, l-r): Quinn Hoefer, Camry Kittelson, Reese Stuhr, Harlie 
Tyler, Jovie Borer and Tessa Barlow. Back row: Aiden Klein, Landyn Veik, Grady Drueke and Karson Kallhoff.

Photos submitted

The EHS/PJCC Junior Senior Prom was held Saturday night at the Elgin KC Hall. EHS seniors attending were (front row, l-r): Abigail Schneider, Kyndal 
Busteed, Haley Parks, Andrea Hansen, Halle Lueking and Jaydalynn Chessmore. Back row: Isaac Hemenway, Trey Rittscher, Kayton Zwingman, Jarek 
Erickson, Creighton Harkins and Kaiden Bode.

Seniors shine ‘Under the Stars’ 
Saturday night at Junior-Senior Prom
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Sixty Years Ago    	     April 28, 1966

Army Pvt. Anthony J. Stuhr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. 
Stuhr, Sr. Route 1, Petersburg completed an infantry mechanics 
course at Fort Carson,. Colo., April 15. During the eight week 
course, Stuhr was trained in the maintenance and repair of 
wheeled and track vehicles in infantry units. He also received in-
struction in the operation of power systems and suspension assem-
blies in infantry vehicles. The 19-year old soldier entered the Army 
in November 1965 and completed basic training at Fort Carson, 
Colo. He was a graduate of St. John Baptist High School in 1965. 

Terry, 4-year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Don Mackel, underwent a 
tonsillectomy Monday morning at Antelope Memorial Hospital in 
Neligh. 

Kenneth Peters and two children, Gwen and Mike, had calves at 
the Blue Valley Beef Review at Fairbury Saturday. The two youths 
showed three calves with Mike’s heifer rating a champion ribbon 
in the fat Hereford division.  

Fifty Years Ago 	   April 28, 1976

Omaha police found a 24-year-old woman lying dead on her 
kitchen floor Saturday night. Her throat was slashed. Jerry Black, 
daughter of Roy and Ruth Black of Neligh, was found at about 6 
pm on the floor of her home at 3319 Blondo Street, according to 
Detective Robert Brisby. Brisby said a 41-year old man, a neighbor, 
has been booked in connection with the slaying. A woman has also 
been arrested as an accessory. Brisby said a girlfriend, who asked 
not to be named, was on the telephone with Miss Black, when Miss 
Black began screaming. The friend then called the 911 operator, 
saying there was a man in Miss Black’s apartment, threatening 
her. The apparent weapon, a five or six-inch pocket knife, was 
found by police in a yard just west of Miss Black’s home, according 
to Brisby. Miss Black was an employee of Northwestern Bell Tele-
phone Co., police said. 

The county road east of Elgin will be closed from the four mile 
corner to the 5 mile corner for removal of three bridges and to 
raise the grade, according to Darrel Ames, county surveyor. Every-
one is requested to please use the detour. The road is expected to be 
closed around four weeks starting Tuesday, April 27th. The Cedar 
Creek channel will be changed to eliminate the west and center 
bridges. A new and larger bridge (60’ x 26’) will be constructed on 
the west end over the main channel of the Cedar Creek. The road 
bed will also be raised between 7 and 8 feet, Mr. Ames stated Mon-
day.                

Thirty Years Ago 	     April 24, 1996

Dr. Dale Jillson of Elgin has announced his plans to retire April 
30 after 43 years of veterinary practice in the area. Dr. Jillson es-
tablished his solo practice in January, 1954, at Neligh after acquir-
ing his pre-vet. schooling at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and receiving his degree in veterinary medicine from Iowa State 
College at Ames in the spring of 1953. In the late 1950s, he began 
barn inspection of livestock at the Neligh Livestock Market and 
assisted his father, Dr, P. M. Jillson, at the Elgin Livestock Market. 
In 1961, Dr. Dale Jillson and his family moved to their home in 
Elgin, where he established his practice. By the 1980s, the prac-
tice focused mainly on large animals. Changes over the course of 
his practice included the virtual eradication of hog cholera, more 
convenient and updated facilities on many farms, a decrease in the 
number of operations with animals, and the trend toward special-
ization among veterinarians. Dr. P.M. Jillson established his veter-
inary practice in Elgin in 1920, and retired in the 1970s. Together, 
the two Jillsons provided a total of 76 years of veterinary service to 
the Elgin area. 

Brian J. Stuhr of rural Petersburg, a freshman at Pope John 
Central Catholic High School, was one of six students chosen April 
10 by Cornhusker Public Power District to participate in a Youth 
Energy Camp this summer. Stuhr is the son of Kenneth and Joan 
Stuhr. To compete for the camp experience, students take a quiz on 
rural electric information, give a speech on “What Happened When 
the Lights Went Out,” and are interviewed by Ron Hostetter, gener-
al manager of Cornhusker Power. The six students with the highest 
combined scores are declared the winners. The winner will attend 
Nebraska Rural Electric Youth Energy Camp, July 14-19. The camp 
promotes energy education and electrical safety among Nebraska’s 
youth. 

Twenty Years Ago 	 April 19, 2006

A trophy deer taken in Wheeler County, Nebraska, is on display 
along with other wildlife at the Cabela’s store near Sidney, NE. 
This non-typical mule deer was taken in Wheeler County in 1959 by 
Leo Dwyer of Elgin. 

About 40 Elgin area residents participated in the Ecumenical 
Stations of the Cross last Friday, April 14. The procession started 
at the United Methodist Church and completed its journey at St. 
Boniface Church, stopping at 15 stations along the way to commem-
orate the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. The ecumenical 
service ha been conducted for more than 15 years.   

It Pays to 
Advertise!

In the spirit of dressing for the occasion, here’s a look back at downtown Elgin around 1909. The ladies were 
dressed for a celebration while the men were less formal. The location was the corner where the Bank of Elgin is 
today. Back then the bank was under another name. According to information scribbled on the back of the photo, 
standing in a suit coat and striped trousers was A.L. Armstrong.

Remember when?
E-R photo archives

spend over 30% of their income 
on housing.

Housing age is another factor. 
Approximately 40% of homes 
were built before 1970, includ-

 ◀ FROM Page 1

Surveys
ing about 31% built before 1950, 
indicating an older housing 
inventory. While many homes 
remain in good condition, 39% 
of respondents reported minor 
repair needs and about 6% 
reported major issues, with 
common concerns including 
windows, bathrooms, and floor-
ing.

The study also identified a 
gap between the types of hous-
ing available, and the types of 
housing needed.

Most homes in Elgin are 
larger, single-family units, with 
about 65% having three to four 
bedrooms, limiting options for 
first-time homebuyers, smaller 
households, and those looking 
to downsize. Across survey 
responses, there was consistent 
indication of limited availabili-
ty of entry-level and mid-range 
housing, particularly in the 
$100,000 to $200,000 price range, 
where demand exceeds supply. 
Input from housing profession-
als identified affordable sin-
gle-family homes for purchase 
as the greatest area of need, 
with additional demand for 
rental units and housing types 
such as townhomes.

The study also highlights 
challenges for younger indi-
viduals and first-time home-
buyers. Limited availability of 
entry-level homes, combined 
with higher housing costs and 
low inventory, creates barriers 
to entering the housing market. 
Survey feedback indicated that 
some individuals face difficulty 
purchasing their first home or 
returning to the community due 
to a lack of available housing 
options.

These conditions may af-
fect the community’s ability 
to retain young residents and 
attract individuals and families 
looking to return to Elgin.

Input from employers and 
housing professionals further 
illustrates the connection 
between housing and economic 
activity. Employers report-
ed that housing availability 
presents a moderate to serious 
challenge in recruiting and 
retaining workers, with some 
noting open positions that are 
difficult to fill due to a lack 
of available housing. Housing 
professionals also reported that 
overall housing inventory is not 
adequate to meet demand and 
that homes in good condition 
and priced appropriately tend to 
sell quickly.

Findings from both surveys 
indicate that housing, work-
force availability, and economic 
development are closely con-
nected. Residents identified 
business growth, service expan-
sion, and job opportunities as 
key priorities, while employers 
identified housing availability 
as a factor affecting workforce 
recruitment. At the same time, 
the housing study identified 
constraints related to supply, 
affordability, and aging housing 
stock.

In Nebraska, communities 
may use local economic de-
velopment programs such as 
LB840 to address needs identi-
fied through efforts like these 
surveys. LB840 programs can 
support a range of activities, 
including housing develop-
ment, rehabilitation of existing 
homes, infrastructure improve-
ments, and partnerships with 
private developers. In communi-
ties experiencing housing short-
ages or workforce challenges, 
these programs are sometimes 
used to help increase housing 
supply or improve existing 
housing conditions.

The results of the Community 
Survey and Housing Study pro-
vide a data-based overview of 
current conditions in Elgin. The 
combined results provide a da-
ta-based foundation for future 
planning and decision-making, 
offering direction on commu-
nity priorities and areas where 
investment and development 
efforts may be focused.

The article was written by Mi-
chelle Olsen who has worked on 

the survey project with the LB840 
local committee.

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic students will present 
Junie B. Jones, The Musical at 
St. Boniface Auditorium on Fri-
day, May 1 at 7 p.m. and again 
on Sunday, May 3 at 4 p.m.

Friday night’s performance 
will begin at 7 p.m. while the 
Sunday afternoon performance 
will start at 4 p.m. 

Directing the performances 
is Faith Orcutt assisted by Kar-
in Kinney. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $7 for students K-12 
and may be purchased from 
cast members or by calling the 
school (843-5325). There are no 
reserved seats and tickets may 
also be purchased at the door.

PJCC musical
dates approaching
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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Some State Capitol watchers say 
they can’t relax until state legislators 
go home for the year.

As a reporter who chased the occu-
pants of the “Hall of Hot Winds” for too 
many decades, I can attest that the fire 
drill-like finish to legislative sessions 
leaves you ready for something differ-
ent. Or a stiff drink.

Late-night sessions – which used 
to be a rarity – are par for the course 
these days, with debates extending 12 
hours or more in the waning days of a 
legislative session.

Filibusters also used to be as unusu-
al as a soaking rain in spring, but now 
are as common as the migration of the 
Sandhill cranes.

Reporters are 
notoriously un-
derpaid (so please 
keep subscribing 
and contribut-
ing to this news 
source) but you 
have to wonder 
how state senators, 
who have been 
paid $12,000-a-year 
for the past 38 
years, put up with 
it.

They deserve a 
raise, if you ask 
me.

Senators went home last week after 
a 60-day session in which the crown-
ing achievement was closing a monu-
mental gap in state tax revenue that 
grew to beyond $600 million. Passing a 
budget is really the only thing they’re 
obligated to do.

The gap was created when the pro-
jected collection of state tax dollars 
fell far short of funding government 
services.

What happened? There were some 
deep cuts passed by the Legislature to 
reduce state income taxes, which has 
been a popular move in many other 
states.

The cuts were scheduled to be grad-
ual under the law passed in 2023. The 
state’s top rate for individual income 
tax, which had been 6.84%, is sched-
uled to eventually drop to 3.99% by the 
2027 tax year. Corporate tax rates are 
also scheduled to fall to 3.99%.

Those were mighty deep cuts – cuts 
I thought I’d never see in Nebraska 
where he have many more cows and 
land than tax-paying people and corpo-
rations.

Lawmakers could have done the 
easy thing to solve the budget gap, by 
extending the gradual drop in income 
taxes to say 2028 or 2029, thus preserv-
ing hundreds of millions in tax reve-
nue. They could have also increased 
cigarette taxes, something that hasn’t 
been done for 24 years, to come up with 
more funds.

But instead Gov. Pillen and the 
Gang of 49 again passed a series of 
“sweeps” from purportedly idle state 
reserve funds, along with cutting some 
services, to solve the second budget 
crisis in the past two years.

(This is a solution, but a pretty 
temporary one. You can’t keep steal-
ing from the cookie jar forever, and it 
looks like next year’s lawmakers will 
again be facing another big budget 
gap.)

The biggest fight over this year’s 
budget was over a proposal by Gov. Pil-
len to spend $7 million a year to help 
families pay for private and parochial 
schooling for their kids until President 
Trump’s tax credit for private school 
tuition takes effect in 2027.

As I recall, state voters rejected the 
use of state funds for private school 
tuition, opting instead to use that 
money for public education. So, in the 
end, that proposal failed, and rightly 
so. The voters had spoken.

Pillen, meanwhile, berated legis-
lators, writing in a social media post 
that if he ran “that show” (the Legis-
lature) their work would be done by 
April 1, and that lawmakers would be 
too tired to “go out every night drink-
ing and eating” with lobbyists picking 
up the tab.

(That’s pretty bold talk from some-

one who is in hot water, and the subject 
of a law enforcement investigation, 
over the granting of a $2.5 million, 
no-bid contract to a lobbyist/friend. 
Wonder if any eating and drinking was 
involved?)

I often mused when I was covering 
the Legislature that I’d make things 
run more smoothly if I ran “that 
show.”

But I watched a lot of smart Speak-
ers of the Legislature try, and fail, at 

their own efforts of getting 49 senators 
to get along better.

The bottom line is we have a unique 
Unicameral where debate, and dis-
agreement, is encouraged, and where 
you can use the rules to block progress 
and force a compromise.

It’s like herding cats. It ain’t pret-
ty always, but it seems to work, even 
during this last session.

And now that lawmakers have gone 
home, we can relax.

Another legislative session in the books,
along with another budget crisis averted

.
*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. Prior to his retirement, he 

was senior contributor with the 
Nebraska Examiner. 

He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and 

writing about the state.

Nebraska’s National Guard is always ready

The last two weeks, I got to be home — traveling across 
Nebraska.  From East to West, I received updates on criti-
cal projects in our state.  I heard directly from Nebraskans 
about what’s on their mind.  I was also able to share how 

Senate Republicans are putting more 
money in your pockets through the suc-
cess of the Working Families Tax Cuts. 

In Blair, I toured Novonesis and 
Evonik.  These manufacturers provide 
good Nebraska jobs.  Novonesis and 
Evonik keep Nebraska at the cutting 
edge of biotechnology.  They make ani-
mal feed more efficient and nutritious.  
This helps ranchers feed the country.  
They work to turn Nebraska crops into 
biofuels.  In turn, Nebraska farmers 
fuel the world.

With the Working Families Tax Cuts, 
we expanded demand for Nebraska bio-
fuels and beef.  We returned 45Z clean 
fuel production credit profits to agri-

culture producers and doubled trade promotion programs.  
By providing no tax on overtime, the Working Families Tax 
Cuts also helps workers at these facilities.

I also met with the dedicated healthcare workers at 

Blair’s Memorial Community Hospital.  We discussed the 
challenges of providing rural health care.  The following 
week, I went to Kimball to visit the new Kimball Health Ser-
vices facility.  I was impressed by the facility.  It’s beautiful, 
with state-of-the-art tools to keep Nebraskans healthy.

At both facilities, we discussed how the Working Families 
Tax Cuts provides them with funding and support.  More 
funds are available for healthcare, while nurses and hospi-
tal staff benefit from no taxes on overtime.  We discussed 
the Rural Health Transformation Fund and opportunities 
to improve it in the future.  The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, CMS, recently approved Nebraska’s 
State Directed Payment Plan.  This last year, the plan 
provided almost $950 million in federal funds for Nebraska 
hospitals.  This can be renewed.  I will continue working to 
ensure Nebraska is well represented in healthcare funding 
opportunities.

In Kimball, I also met with community leaders to dis-
cuss the new Sentinel Intercontinental Ballistic Missile, or 
ICBM, program.  They’re already planning for thousands of 
new jobs with the replacement of the Minuteman III missile 
system.  In the Working Families Tax Cuts, Senate Repub-
licans provided additional money for this upgrade.  We’re 

See RICKETTS, Page 7 ▶

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

Priority bills get 
final approval

The 109th Legislature’s second ses-
sion has adjourned sine die. As of the 
day of adjournment, the Legislature 
had passed 150 bills, excluding “A” (Ap-
propriation) bills. Of the 107 priority 
bills this session, 75 bills were passed.

Many priority bills were passed: 
LB525 to create first-of-its-kind ag-
ricultural data privacy protections 
for agricultural producers, LB958 to 
require Nebraska to pay the maximum 
amount of coverage for which Medicaid 
recipients are retroactively eligible, 
and LB1096 to strengthen agricultural 
and critical infrastructure securi-
ty from foreign adversary threats. 
However, we also had many priority 
bills that were left 
pending: LB512 to 
adopt additional 
screening re-
quirements before 
a physician can 
provide an abor-
tion-inducing drug, 
LB730 to require 
schools and state 
agencies to desig-
nate restrooms and 
locker rooms based 
on sex, LB779 to 
place limits on 
the charging of 
interest on medical 
debt, and LR298CA 
to clarify that Nebraska Environmen-
tal Trust funds can only be awarded 
via competitive grants.

Meanwhile, the Legislature made 

See DeKAY, Page 5 ▶

While serving as Nebraska’s senior 
U.S. Senator, there are moments that 
remind me of how special Nebraskans 
are. Last week was one of them. On 
Saturday, April 11, 2026, Nebraskans 
packed the gymnasium at Lincoln 
Northwest High School to send off 
members of the 67th Maneuver En-
hancement Brigade and the 234th Bri-
gade Signal Company as they prepared 
to deploy to Djibouti. It was impossible 
not to feel the weight and pride of the 

occasion.
These soldiers are now on their 

way to serve at Camp Lemonnier in 
East Africa, where they will work to 
counter threats, build alliances, and 
promote stability in one of the world’s 
most complex regions. This is serious, 
consequential work. And I’m proud 
that Nebraska is sending our best to do 
it. Another special moment I enjoyed 
was honoring the members of the 
Nebraska National Guard deployed in 

support of law enforcement in Wash-
ington, D.C. I hosted them in the U.S. 
Capitol for lunch and thanked them 
personally for sacrificing their pre-
cious time with loved ones to protect 
our nation. Their presence in our 
nation’s capital is noticed and appreci-
ated. 

In addition to those men and wom-
en who wear the uniform, we cannot 
overlook the selfless sacrifice of their 
families. Their spouses are holding 

things together at home. Their parents 
are trying to stay strong at goodbye. 
Many of their children won’t fully un-
derstand why Mom or Dad is gone, only 
that they are. Their service deserves to 

be recognized too. 
Time away is nev-
er easy, especially 
during birthdays, 
anniversaries, and 
holidays. 

As fellow Ne-
braskans, we are 
here to support 
these families 
as they wait for 
their loved ones to 
return home. 

The Nebraska 
National Guard 
has never needed 
to be asked twice. 
Time and again, 

our soldiers and airmen answer the 
call here at home and around the 
world. In recent years, they’ve bat-
tled devastating wildfires across our 
state, supported law enforcement, and 
showed up wherever they were need-
ed, often on short notice and without 
fanfare.

I could not be more impressed by the 
Nebraska National Guard’s tradition of 
courage, professionalism, and selfless 
service. 

They carry the pride of this state 
and the gratitude of our nation. Please 
join me in praying for them as they 
carry out their mission overseas and 
giving them a warm Nebraska wel-
come upon their safe return home.

Learning and listening across Nebraska



Wednesday, April 22, 2026 Page 5

It Pays to Advertise!

adjustments to the state’s budget which reduces spending by 0.9 
percent this biennium. The budget retains the minimum amount 
of relief specified from both the Property Tax Credit and School 
Property Tax Relief Funds.

This year, I introduced a total of sixteen bills and one consti-
tutional amendment resolution. Additionally, the Agriculture 
Committee, of which I chair, introduced two bills. Fourteen of 
those measures passed. The bills I passed covered a wide range 
of topics including new license plate designs, public power utility 
interconnections, controlled substances, veteran homestead ex-
emptions, livestock branding, sweepstakes, and newspaper public 
notices. te this session. However, the two legislative priorities 
relating to property taxes were not debated this year. LB1219 by 
Senator Brandt as introduced proposed to limit the total amount of 
property taxes that may be levied by any political subdivision to 2 
percent plus real growth. LR292CA by Senator Andersen proposed 
to change how property taxes are calculated. 

A petition drive calling for property tax relief is currently un-
derway to place a series of initiatives on the 2026 general election 
ballot. The Reduce Taxable Property Valuation Initiative proposes 
to reduce the taxable valuation of real, agricultural, and horti-
cultural property by half. The Cap Annual Property Valuation 
Assessments Constitutional Amendment proposes to cap annual 
property valuation increases at 3 percent. The Teacher Base Salary 
Initiative proposes to set an initial base salary of $50,000 for all 
certified teachers, regardless of years of experience or educational 
attainment, with the intent of ensuring K-12 schools are properly 
funded while not having a heavy reliance on property taxes. This 
petition drive is sponsored by the group Advocates for All Nebras-
kans, and their website is www.forallnebraskans.org

DeKay
 ◀ FROM Page 4
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OBITUARIES
Pamela Meis, 71

March 9, 1955 — April 14, 2026
Pam truly embraced country living and life 
on the farm, working side by side with her 

husband Joe.
It is with 

deep sor-
row that we 
announce the 
passing of 
Pamela Rene 

(McQueen) Meis of Elgin. Pam 
was called to heaven on Tues-
day, April 14, 2026.

A Memorial Service was held 
at 10:30 a.m., Monday, April 
20, 2026, at Levander Funeral 
Home in Albion, NE with Pastor 
Kurt Kinney officiating. A pri-
vate family inurnment followed 
at St. Boniface Cemetery, Elgin. 
Visitation was held Sunday 
at Levander Funeral Home of 
Elgin.

Levander Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.levanderfu-
neralhome.com.

*****
Pam was born on March 9, 

1955, in Saint Joseph, Missouri 
to Betty & James McQueen.  
She grew up in Hiawatha, Kan-
sas wherein she attended and 
graduated from Hiawatha High 
School.  She attended and grad-
uated from Benedictine College 
in Atchison, Kansas where she 
studied music and calligraphy.

Pam married Joseph M. Meis 
on August 19, 2005, in Elgin, 
Nebraska.  Joe & Pam enjoyed 
many projects and adventures 
together and one of their biggest 
ventures was building their 
country dream home together.  
Pam truly embraced country 
living and life on the farm and 
you could often find here side 
by side working with Joe.

Pam leaves behind a lifetime 
of memories with her family.  
Pam was a very devoted and 
loving Mom.  Her legacy contin-
ues on in her son, Aaron (Alli-
son) Meisenheimer of Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Pam had a long career at FSA 
as a cartographer and later 
enjoyed working as a teacher’s 
aide at Elgin Public School.

Pam was an accomplished 
musician and shared her talents 
of playing the organ and piano 
at Saint Boniface Church for 
many years.  Her hometown 
was an important part of her 
life and she continued to make 
many trips there and annually 
took part in playing her trom-
bone at The Tuba Christmas 
Concert in Hiawatha, Kansas. 
She enjoyed many hobbies 
and never walked away from a 
challenge.  She enjoyed garden-
ing, antique collecting, sewing, 
needle point, woodworking, 
and wood carving.  Pam loved 
all animals and enjoyed having 
many fur and feathered com-
panions when she moved to the 
country.

Pam was adventurous and 
always made sure to travel as 
often as she could.  Joe & Pam 
made several trips to Scot-
land to meet her relatives and 
discover her heritage.  One of 
her most memorable travels 
included a cruise down the 
Danube River in Europe.  A 
favorite memory was when she 
travelled with her son, Aaron 
to Fairbanks, Alaska to see the 
dog sledding.

Loved ones remaining to 
cherish Pam’s memory are her 
husband, Joe Meis; her son 
and his wife, Aaron & Allison 
Meisenheimer; brother, Michael 
(Alice) McQueen of Leaven-
worth, Kansas; brother, Brian 
McQueen of Hiawatha, Kansas; 
along with numerous nieces 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends. 

Preceding Pam in death 
are her parents; sister-in-law, 
Kim McQueen; and many loved 
ones.
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ral resources. Come spring, ag 
business is center stage along 
with floriculture, nursery and 
landscape management, pre-
cision and sustainable ag, and 
more. Welding is offered all 
year long. 

All courses are elective. 
Schwartz works with a steady 
stream of 40-50 students, grades 
eight through 12, from both 
EPS and Pope John. She said 
interest has increased since 
some students seek leadership 
opportunities through FFA. “I 
definitely have animal kids, 
plant kids, and crop kids, and 
some are none of those; they’re 
interested in public speaking, a 
skill useful in any career.” She 
estimates 40 percent of her stu-
dents choose ag for post-second-
ary education and employment. 

Asking her the basic ques-
tion, ‘what is ag?’, she said 
emphatically, “You can’t leave 
out traditional farming and 
ranching. You also have to 
include technology, chemistry, 
physics, bioengineering, and so 
much more. That’s why Future 
Farmers of America changed its 
name to the initials of FFA (in 
1988).” 

Unlike other extra-curricular 
organizations offered by some 
schools, such as Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America, FFA 
is intra-curricular. In other 
words, a school must teach ag in 
order to have a chapter. Nebras-
ka currently has 209 chapters 
with more than 11,500 members, 
according to the Nebraska FFA 
Association. 

About half of that member-
ship, along with advisors and 
guests, totaling about 7,000, 
attended the March 2026 state 
convention in Lincoln. Amongst 
that swarm of blue jackets was 
44 students from Elgin out of 
the 61 members. “Students have 
to qualify to compete in state,” 
Schwartz explained as she laud-
ed the parents and administra-
tors from both Elgin schools for 
their support and sponsorship.  

With transportation, lodging, 
and food, it’s expensive to attend 
the Wednesday through Friday 
event, which is the reason for 
the FFA fundraisers. Except for 
food stipends, the FFA financial 
account is kept separate from 
the school’s finances. 

Schwartz said she’s always 
looking for community volun-
teers each year to interview 
students running for eight FFA 
offices. These officers oversee 
the meetings focusing on plan-
ning and sign-ups for the next 
event.

 About Schwartz, Anne Meis, 
rural Elgin, provided this glow-
ing report: 

“She understands agriculture 
and she understands teenagers 
and their strengths and brings 
the best attributes out in each 
child as she finds their niche 
in FFA and agriculture. As the 
Elgin FFA advisor, she was 
instrumental in helping form 
each of our three children as 
they found their career paths 
in agriculture. Our daughter, 
Marie, went on to be a Nebras-
ka State FFA vice president in 

The Elgin Review newspaper 
was recognized as one of the 
best weekly newspapers in the 
state during the annual con-
vention of the Nebraska Press 
Association which concluded 
Saturday night.

Held at the Cornhusker Hotel 
in Lincoln, Saturday night 
featured the announcement of 
winners in the Better Newspa-
per Contest judged earlier this 
year by members of the North 
Dakota Press Association.

The Elgin Review, owned and 
published by Dennis and Lynell 
Morgan, placed second in the 
Class B Weekly Class which 
tabulates total points for first, 
second and third place awards. 

“Our aim, every week, is to 
reflect to the outside world, just 
what makes Elgin a great place 
to live, work and raise families. 
Our schools produce top-notch 
graduates who excel in the 
classroom and in athletics. The 
world needs to know how great 
it is to live here. We do that eve-
ry week,” the publishers said.

The newspaper received 
awards for advertising, photo-
graphy, writing and compositi-
on. They were:
First Place

• Community Promotion 
Advertisement — American 
Education Week observed at 
Elgin Public Schools. 

“Wow! Nicely done ad. Very 

Elgin Review finishes second
Class B ‘Better Newspaper Contest’
Judged by the North Dakota Press Association

colorful and easy on the eyes,” 
the judge said.

• Color ad (1/4 page or less) — 
Elgin Rescue Color Run. 

Designed by Lynell Morgan, 
the judge said “This advertise-
ment stands out with its vibrant 
colors and playful design that 
perfectly fits the theme of a 
color run fundraiser. The layout 
makes the key information easy 
to find while creating an ener-
getic and inviting feel.”

• Classified ad (black & white) 
— Town & Country Veterinary 
Clinic Spa - a SPOT for you!

• Sports Column — Spinning 
Tales. 

Written by Dennis Morgan, 
the judge said, “This column 
stands out because it manages 
to hook readers who usually 
skip the sports section. Anyone 
can pick up this piece and find 
it engaging, even if they aren’t 
a fan of the game. It is simply 
great writing that makes a nich 
topic feel interesting to every 
single person who opens the 
page.”

• Personal Column — Spin-
ning Tales. 

The winning column invol-
ved a years-long search for a 
micro-cassette oral history of 
Morgan‘s father who served in 
World War II and was part of 
the troop force who liberated a 
Nazi concentration camp.

• Agricultural Advertisement 

— The Bank of Elgin
Designed by Lynell Morgan, 

the judge chose these words to 
describe the ad. “Top notch! 
Draws the reader in by asking 
a question, packs a punch with 
ag-specific imagery and then 
finishes with a great call to 
action.”
Second Place

• Use of Computer Graphics 
(Produced in House) — School 
Enrollments

• Community Promotion 
Advertisement — TeamMates, 
National Mentoring Month

• Public Notice and Its Pro-
motion (All Divisions) — Why 
Public Notices Matter

• Pesonal Column — Faith by 
Susan Szalewski
Third Place

• Reader Interaction Contest 
— These Eyes

• Newspaper Organized 
or Sponsored Event — Great 
Pumpkin Decorating Contest

• Sports Feature Photo — 
Winners - Headed for State

• Sports Game Coverage — 
‘Evans, Veik bring home state 
wrestling medals’

• Use of Color (News) — Com-
munity Remembers

The Class B Division is the 
largest division in the newspa-
per contest. 

It is made up of newspapers 
with circulations ranging bet-
ween 651 and 999.

Teaching range judging to students is just one of the different facets of ag education at EPS.

Mrs. Schwartz helped lead Marie Meis to become a State 
FFA officer her senior year at PJCC.

Adam Dreger, now an Ag Teacher/FFA Advisor at 
Howells-Dodge, was one of her students.

 ◀ FROM Page 1
Schwartz

2018 and 2019 where she learned 
valuable skills and had amaz-
ing experiences, thanks to the 
encouragement and coaching of 
Mrs. Schwartz.”

The Elgin area, which relies 
on agriculture for much of its 
economic foundation, is for-
tunate to call Schwartz our 
teacher and advisor.
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strengthening America’s nuclear deterrence with this system part-
ly based in Western Nebraska.  Beyond construction workers and 
Air Force personnel, we expect new businesses will be coming into 
Kimball.  We discussed the additional resources the surrounding 
counties will need to provide: roads, law enforcement, and judicial 
services. Nebraskans are recovering from historic wildfires.  In 
Scottsbluff, I met with the University of Nebraska Panhandle Re-
search Extension and Education Center.  We discussed the impact 
of the wildfires on Nebraska rangeland and what potential recov-
ery periods would look like. 

In Hyannis, I met with the Sandhills Fire Prevention District.  
These brave first responders saved the town of Ashby in the middle 
of the night.  

Their work is critical for rural communities.  I am committed 
to making sure Nebraska volunteer firefighters have the support 
they need.  That includes connecting the firefighters with grant 
opportunities to upgrade their equipment.  That also includes help-
ing recovery efforts and restoring the health of burnt rangeland.  
Together, we will recover. 

Last week, I also brought Adam Telle to Nebraska.  He is the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works. He oversees the 
Army Corps of Engineers.  Together, we toured the Missouri River 
and met with local stakeholders.  I was able to share the river’s 
importance to Nebraska with Secretary Telle.

One of the most important roles of the Army Corps of Engineers 
is preventing future flood events.  The 2019 flood in Nebraska had 
devastating impacts.  

During this flood, 4 people lost their lives.  It cost Nebraska more 
than $3 billion in damage.  Farmers and ranchers lost $1 billion.  

We’re working together to make sure this doesn’t happen again.  
We’re fighting to improve the infrastructure that helps prevent 
future flooding events.

Meeting with Nebraskans while traveling our state is one of my 
favorite parts of this job.  As Senator, just as Governor, I’ll keep 
fighting for the Good Life and all that makes Nebraska great.  It is 
an honor to serve you, and I’ll never stop working to keep Nebras-
ka the best place to live.

Ricketts
 ◀ FROM Page 4

PROCEEDINGS OF THE APRIL 14, 2006 MTG
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ANTELOPE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
April 14, 2026

The Elgin City Council met in 
special session on Tuesday, April 
14, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Leigh Kluthe, and Jeremy 
Young.

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 

hours at the City Clerk’s office.
The following agenda items 

were approved:
• Enter into closed session at 

7:31 p.m.
• Reconvene in public session at 

7:48 p.m.
• Offer the full-time mainte-

nance position to Kevin Schindler 
at $21.00 per hour

• Special Meeting adjourned at 
7:49 p.m.	

                Mayor MIKE SCHMITT
City Clerk KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
PUBLISH: April 22, 2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ANTELOPE COUNTY 

PLANNING COMMISSION
The Antelope County Planning 

Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Wednesday, May 6, 
2026, in the County Board of Com-
missioner’s Meeting Room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex at 7 pm.

The public hearing will be re-
garding Conditional Use Permit 
2601-Old Mill Sales & Repairs LLC, 
for a Car Sales & Repair Business 
on a tract in the SE4 of 2-24-6W.

The agenda is kept continuously 
current and available for public in-
spection at the Zoning Office.
PUBLISH: April 22, 2026
ZNEZ

Monday, April 27: Philly 
cheese sloppy joes, French 
fries, corn, Jello w/pears, 
bread & butter, milk.

Tuesday, April 28: Lasa-
gna, lettuce salad, broccoli, 
mandarin oranges, garlic 
stick, milk.

Wednesday, April 29: Hot 
beef sandwich, green beans, 
fruit cocktail, bread & butter, 
milk.

Thursday, April 30: Bread-
ed pork tenderloin sandwich, 
potato salad, coleslaw, baked 
beans, bread & butter, milk.

Friday, May 1: Cheese-
burger with all the toppings, 
French fries, macaroni salad, 
cucumber salad, bread & but-
ter, milk.

Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 
subject to change.

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 
Serving starts at approx-

imately 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Elgin Community Center menus
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OBITUARIES
Sharon R. Derner, 81

May 2, 1944 — April 20, 2026
She spent her entire life in Beaver Valley, 

becoming involved in a wide array of 
community organizations.

Memorial 
Service for 
Sharon R. 
Derner age 
81 of Bartlett, 

Nebraska will be 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at Bart-
lett Church of Faith with Pastor 
Mark Hoffman, officiating. 

Burial will be in Bartlett 
Cemetery. 

Visitation will be Monday, 
April 27, 2026 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Bartlett Church of Faith.

Snider Memorial Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Sharon passed away on Mon-
day, April 20, 2026. 

Condolences may be directed 
to the family at www.sniderme-
morial.com

Memorials are suggested 
to Wheeler County Historical 
Society Wheeler County Foun-
dation.

*****
Sharon Rose Mignery was 

born on May 2, 1944 at Elgin, 
Nebraska, to Erwin (Pete) and 
Edna Mignery. She joined a 
brother, David and a sister, 
Marilyn. Sharon attended 
District 5 grade school and then 
Wheeler County High School, 
where she stayed in the girls 
dormitory. She graduated in 
1962. 

After graduation, she worked 
at G-L-W extension office until 
her marriage to Dennis Dern-
er in June of 1964. Three sons 
joined the family, Justin, Levi 
and Seth.

Sharon started driving 
school bus for Koinzan Bus Ser-
vice in January 1979 and drove 
routes and activities for Wheel-
er Central until 2018, thirty 
nine years. She enjoyed her 
time spent with the students 

and their various activities. 
She and friend Karen kept busy, 
between bus routes, by painting 
many houses in the Bartlett 
area. 

She later helped her friend, 
Dorothy Dexter at the Bibs and 
Boots for many years.

Sharon was very involved 
in community organizations. 
The Wheeler County Historical 
Society, Beaver Valley Women’s 
Club, G-L-W Extension Club, 
Wheeler County Ag. Society, 
Bartlett Garden Club, Alumni 
FFA, Bartlett Cemetery Assoc. 
and the Bartlett Methodist 
Church. 

She would volunteer her time 
in helping with events and those 
who needed help.

She spent her entire life on 
the Beaver Valley and was 
grateful that her children could 
grow up as the fifth generation 
on the valley. She helped with 
the various jobs that go with 
living on a ranch and raising 
her three sons. 

She also had a passion for her 
horses, flowers and special dog, 
Baxter.

Survivors are husband 
Dennis, married 61 years. Sons 
Justin and wife Tansie, chil-
dren Rachel, Rebecca, Teigen 
and Sage; Levi and wife Angie, 
Chance and Shelby; Seth and 
wife Carrie, Rece and Beau. 
And grandson, Tel and Jessica, 
Bentleigh, River and Oakleigh. 
Sister, Marilyn Mignery and 
brother David and Janet of 
Bartlett. Several nieces and 
nephews.

Sharon was diagnosed with 
ILD, Chronic Interstitial Lung 
Disease in 2017, which is incur-
able. 

She still enjoyed life and her 
family.

Support Our Merchants!
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE APRIL 15, 2026 MEETING
SCHOOL DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited lia-

bility company: BAZILE CREEK 
AGRONOMY, L.L.C. The address 
of the designated office is: 52609 
865th Road, Brunswick, Nebraska 
68720. The name and mailing ad-
dress of the initial agent for ser-
vice of process of the company is 

PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BAZILE CREEK AGRONOMY, L.L.C.

Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, 
P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It 
is organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or in-
surance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 

upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on April 2, 2026, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are 
to be conducted by the members 
under an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

BAZILE CREEK AGRONOMY, 

L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: April 8, 15 & 22, 2026
ZNEZ

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
BOARD

Regular Meeting
Board Room

April 15, 2026, 7:00 PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the regular meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.   The board members 
present were Eric Beckman, Ron 
Bode, Steve Busteed, and Lisa 
Welding. Also present were Su-
perintendent Mike Brockhaus and 
Principal Greg Wemhoff.

Eric Beckman motioned, and 
Ron Bode seconded to excuse 
Todd Heithoff from the meeting. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried.                

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”   Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice Pol-
icy #204.07. Posting was done on 
the High School building window 
and post office bulletin board.

Steve Busteed motioned and 
Luke Hinkle second to approve the 
Consent Agenda: #4- Minutes of 
Previous Meeting, #5- Adopt the 
Agenda, #6- Financial Report, #7- 
Board Bills. Motion carried, vote 
5-0.

AMAZON, 91.97; APPEARA, 
751.38; APPLIED CONNEC-
TIVE; TECHNOLOGIES, 2,470.50; 
BECKMAN LUMBER, INC, 84.00; 
Bishop Business, 184.38; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY, 2,516.88; CITY 
OF ELGIN, 157.75; COR Therapeu-
tic Services, LLC, 5,400.00; COR-
NER SERVICE AND TIRE, 441.25; 
Crowne Plaza Kearney, 289.90; 
DEAN’S MARKET, 247.85; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, 2,837.53; EDpuz-
zle, Inc., 13.50; ELGIN ONE-STOP, 
3,532.15; ELKHORN RURAL POW-
ER DISTRICT, 2,689.61; ESU #8, 
1,921.22; GO Physical Therapy, 
4,238.33; Great America Finan-
cial Services, 1,020.57; GREAT 
PLAINS COMM., INC., 337.41; 
HP Inc., 138.43; ISLAND SUP-
PLY WELDING, 418.13; JERRY’S 
FEED SERVICE, 17.28; JONNY 
DODGE CHRYSLER JEEP, 135.14; 
KEN’S INSTRUMENT REPAIR, 
32.00; KSB SCHOOL LAW PC 
LLO, 696.00; LIBRARY WORLD, 

550.00; Lightspeed Technologies, 
1,502.00; LINCOLN MARRIOT 
CORNHUSKER, 138.92; MAJOR 
REFIRGERATION CO, INC, 290.50; 
Maschmann, Brian, 241.43; Mc-
Gown, James, 278.40; MID-AMER-
ICAN RESEARCH CHEM, 4,561.49; 
MIDWEST GRADS, 364.35; NE-
BRASKA AG ED ASSOCIATION, 
275.00; NEBRASKA COUNCIL 
SCHOOL ADM, 75.00; Nebraska 
State Fire Marshal Agency, 144.00; 
OLSON’S PEST TECHNICIANS, 
220.00; OVERLAND REHAB, 
1,116.75; PRECISION REPAIR, LLC, 
267.95; REALLY GOOD STUFF, 
36.92; RENAISSANCE LEARNING, 
INC, 3,049.00; Rise Broadband, 
19.30; SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS, 
350.78; STUDENT ASSURANCE 
SERV INC, 500.00; TIME MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEMS, INC, 73.60; 
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, 1.90; VER-
IZON WIRELESS, 65.08; WAGE-
WORKS, INC., 144.50; Waste Con-
nections of Nebraska, Inc, 24.00

Fund Number, 44,954.03
President Welding recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments. President 
Welding reminded visitors of Policy 
204.12.  Eric Schiltmeyer attended 
and raised issues regarding com-
pensation for bus drivers during 
extracurricular events. Mr. Callah-
an and the students who attended 
the Nebraska Forum were there to 
give a presentation.

In committee reports, Mr. Brock-
haus shared that the Wolfpack 
Committee meet, discussion was 
held on purchase of a tent for track, 
JH football guardian helmets, up-
date on gym rotation and uniform 
rotations.  

The Americanism committee 
met before the meeting to review 
the checklist and Elgin Public 
Schools has meet all requirements. 

In the Principal’s report, Mr. 
Wemhoff welcomed Mr. Callahan 
and the students who participat-
ed in the Nebraska Forum this last 
month.  They shared insights from 
their experience at the event. Fol-
lowing this, Mr. Wemhoff provided 
an overview of activities from the 
previous month and highlighted 
forthcoming events.

Mr. Ostransky presented pro-

posed revisions to the student 
handbook. He suggested changing 
the policy on how student absenc-
es affect participation in extra-
curricular activities and clarifying 
when students are allowed or pro-
hibited from taking part. Also, dis-
cussed the process for conducting 
staff interviews.

In the Supt. Report, Mr. Brock-
haus gave an update on attend-
ing the NRCSA conference.   Also 
provided an update on upcoming 
funding related to federal Depart-
ment of Education bills moving 
through the legislature.  Mr. Brock-
haus spoke about funding for soy-
bean oil to treat the football field 
driveway and that there is a grant 
available. 

In action items, Ron Bode mo-
tioned, Steve Busteed seconded 
to approve the 2026 Graduation 
list as presented. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.  

Motion was made by Busteed, 
seconded by Beckman to approve 
the 2026-2027 teacher requisitions 
for $124,355.62 as presented. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

Motion to not amend the 2025-
2026 school calendar was made by 
Beckman, seconded by Bode. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

Hinkle motioned, Bode second-
ed to accept the Perry Policy man-
ual as stated to approve the adop-
tion of the Perry Policy Manual, 
Manual Service, Updating Service 
through NASB. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.  

Busteed motioned, Bode sec-
onded to approve the first reading 
of the Perry Firm recommended 
policies:  1040 Community Rela-
tions; 3540 Business Operations; 
5000 Series Table of Contents; 
5209 Students - School Library 
Materials and Parent Access; 5601 
Students - Asthma, Anaphylaxis, 
and Allergic Reaction Protocol; 
7050 New Construction.  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Bode motioned, Busteed sec-
onded to approve Blue Bird’s bid 
for a 2027 59-passenger route 
bus without air conditioner for 
$134,000. Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Motion was made by Hinkle, 
seconded by Beckman to use the 

purple wave to sell the 2007 route 
bus. Vote 5-0, motion carried.

 Busteed motioned; Hinkle sec-
onded to approve the replacement 
of 19 security cameras from Ap-
plied Connective for $16,606.50. 
Vote 4-0, Beckman abstained. Mo-
tion carried.

Bode motioned and Beckman 
seconded to approve the transfer 
of $7,500 in the Wolfpack account. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Busteed motioned and Hinkle 
seconded to approve the teach-
ing contract of Mr. Vijendra Boken. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried. 

Approval of the contract of Ms. 
Miranda Rockwood was motioned 
by Welding and seconded by Bode. 
Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Welding motioned to enter 
closed session for Employee Clas-
sified Agreements for the preven-
tion of needless injury to the rep-
utation of an individual, and if the 
individual has not requested a 
public meeting.   Hinkle seconded 
the motion.  President Welding re-
stated the motion.   Vote 5-0, mo-
tion carried. The board entered the 
closed session at 8:36 p.m. The 
board returned from closed ses-
sion at 9:38 p.m.

No action was taken during the 
closed session.

Busteed motioned; Hinkle sec-
onded to approve classified sala-
ries recommendations and tabling 
activity bus wages. Vote 4-0, Eric 
Beckman abstained, motion car-
ried.

Motion was made by Beckman, 
seconded by Busteed to adjourn 
the meeting.   Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.  The meeting adjourned at 
9:44p.m.

The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Board Room at Elgin 
Public School

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
  -This is a draft copy and does 

not become official Elgin Pub-
lic Board minutes until approved 
at the next regular or advertised 
meeting.
PUBLISH: April 22, 2026
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VILLAGE OF BARTLETT
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

13 APRIL 2026
The Board Meeting of the Vil-

lage of Bartlett was called to order 
at 7:07 p.m. on April 13th, 2026. The 
meeting met at the Village Office, 
425 Randolph St.  The meeting was 
called to order by Vice-Chairman 
Plugge.  The members present 
were Nordhues, Tetschner, Plugge 
and Einspahr. Also present: Emma 
Smith, village clerk and members 
of the community.  Notice of the 
meeting was given in advance 
by posting at:  Bartlett Post Of-
fice, WeMart, and Village Office. 
Vice-Chairman Plugge proclaimed 
the meetings to be a legal meeting 
and acknowledged that the Open 
Meetings Act was posted in the 
meeting room.

MINUTES:  It was moved by Ein-
spahr, seconded by Nordhues to 
approve the March 9, 2026, regu-
lar meeting minutes.  Roll call vote:  
Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr, Plugge 
and Nordhues.  No:  None.  Absent: 
Williamson.  Abstained:  None.  
Motion Carried. 

STREETS: Jerry Koinzan ex-
pressed concern over the dust 
control solution that would be 
added. He felt it was a waste of 
money for less than 100 feet. The 
board discussed how much of the 
road would be considered town 
property versus county. Concern 
was raised over the truck traffic 
still bringing in a large amount of 
dust. They discussed talking about 
it with the county. 

The board discussed snow re-
moval. 

WATER: The water tower will be 
drained in May. Water tests have 
been good. 

SEWER: Was discussed. 
USER FEES:  Were discussed. 

The board discussed having 
monthly bills sent out. There was 
a discussion about adding a due 
date to the bottom of the invoice. 
It was moved by Einspahr, second-
ed by Tetschner to add a due date 
to the bottom of the invoice for 
the 20th of every month. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr, 
Plugge and Nordhues.  No:  None.  
Absent: Williamson.  Abstained:  
None.  Motion Carried. Complaints 
over how long deposits take were 
addressed to the clerk. Deposits 
will be made more regularly. 

APRIL CLAIMS:  It was moved by 
Einspahr, seconded by Tetschner 
to pay all claims except those to 
Mark Nordhues for Professional 
fees of $450. Roll call vote:  Yes—
Tetschner, Einspahr, Plugge and 
Nordhues.  No:  None.  Absent: 
Williamson.  Abstained:  None.  
Motion Carried. It was moved by 
Einspahr, seconded by Tetschner 
to pay Mark Nordhues’ claim.  Roll 
call vote:  Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr 
and Plugge.  No:  None.  Absent: 
Williamson.  Abstained:  Nordhues.  
Motion Carried. 

GENERAL: Internal Revenue 
Service, Payroll Taxes, $68.86

Rick Custard, Potholes, etc., 
$465.00; NNTC Internet, tele-
phone, $131.61; Elgin Review, 
Newspaper printing, $74.19; 
Wheeler Central Schools, Tobac-
co fees, $20.00; Spalding Farm & 
Home, Safety glasses, $9.99; One 
Call Concepts NE, 811 call before 
you dig, $2.46; Postmaster, 2 rolls 
of stamps, $156.00; L & L Sanita-
tion, Garbage pick-up, $1,742.00; 
Sherry Tetschner, Board Member 
Expense, $50.00; Kurt Einspahr, 
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Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Mark Nordhues, Board Member 
Expense, $50.00; Scott Plugge, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Dan Williamson, Board Member 
Expense, $50.00; Emma Smith, 
Salary, $415.58

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES: 
$3,335.69

KENO: NE Dept of Revenue, 
Keno license, $100.00

TOTAL KENO EXPENSES:  
$100.00

SEWER: Municipal Chemical 
Supply, Float Solvent, $1,883.00; 
Loup Valley RPPD, Utilities, $64.29

TOTAL SEWER EXPENSES: 
$1,947.29

STREETS: WeMart, Fuel for 
skidsteer, $53.30; Loup Valley 
RPPD, Utilities, $1,141.57

TOTAL STEET EXPENSES: 
$1,194.87

WATER: Loup Valley RPPD, 
Utilities, $500.04; Mark Nordhues, 
Professional Fee, $450.00

TOTAL WATER EXPENSES: 
$950.04

GRAND TOTAL OF EXPENDI-
TURES: $7,527.89

OTHER BUSINESS:  The board 
discussed village clean up days. 
They would like to order a dump-
ster for either the week of May 11th 
or June 1st. Final dates will be post-
ed once a dumpster is finalized. 

Rick Custard presented a bid of 
$543.48 to the board for the mu-
ral being repainted on the wall of 
the park shelter. Jerry Koinzan of-
fered to donate $300 to this proj-
ect. Sherry Tetschner also donated 
money for it. A final design will be 
approved by the board next month. 
It was moved by Einspahr, second-
ed by Tetschner to pay for the re-

mainder of the fee out of the keno 
account after donations. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr, 
Plugge and Nordhues.  No:  None.  
Absent: Williamson.  Abstained:  
None.  Motion Carried.

It was moved by Tetschner, 
seconded by Einspahr to hire T.J. 
Ellenwood as the new clerk for 
the Village of Bartlett. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr, 
Plugge and Nordhues.  No:  None.  
Absent: Williamson.  Abstained:  
None.  Motion Carried. Einspahr 
motioned to add T.J. Ellenwood to 
the village bank accounts. It was 
seconded by Nordhues. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Tetschner, Einspahr, 
Plugge and Nordhues.  No:  None.  
Absent: Williamson.  Abstained:  
None.  Motion Carried.

Chairman Williamson arrived.
The board discussed the Fraide 

building permit. They would like 
concrete pads underneath the 
blocks to support the house as well 
as the property cleaned up quite a 
bit. 

The splashpad project is moving 
along. A new builder was found at 
a cheaper cost. 

Some contact information was 
updated on NE 811. 

At the Smokin for the Bronze 
event, cow pie bingo may or may 
not happen. Raffle tickets will start 
being sold in May.

There being no other business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 
p.m.

The next regular meeting will 
be Monday, May 11th, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m.

Dated this 13th day of April 2026  
PUBLISH: April 22, 2026
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ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska
April 14th, 2026

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the April 7th, 2026 
Meeting. Public comments. Quar-
terly jail inspection. Reviewed cor-
respondence.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AMERITAS ins 

21,499.51; ANTELOPE CO COURT 
ex 210.00; ANTELOPE CO TREAS 
ex 4,294.74; APPEARA ex 80.79; 
APPLIED CONN TECH ex 8,841.37; 
FIRSTNET ut 652.42; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY ut 1,300.76; BLACKBURN 
MFG ex 24.60; BCBS ins 77,697.93; 
BROGAN & STAFFORD ex 395.95; 
BROGAN LAMMLI ex 2,937.85; CA-
SEYS ex 80.01; CITY OF NELIGH ut 
2,549.25; CITY OF NELIGH-RECY 
ut 1,000.00; CLERK OF THE DIST 
COURT ex 144.00; CLERK OF THE 
DIST COURT ASSN ex 150.00; 
COLDTYPE PUB ex 437.49; JU-
DITH COLE ps 10.00; COLONIAL 
LIFE ins 108.40; COPPLE ROCKEY 
& MCKEEVER ex 2,890.93; CUB-
BYS ex 572.33; DAS STATE ACCT 
ex 1,891.60; DUSTYS ex 718.49; 
EAKES OFC SOL ex 960.66; ELEC-
TION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
ex 3,561.16; ELGIN APPLIANCE 
& MORE ex 975.00; ELGIN ONE 
STOP ex 44.00; ELGIN REVIEW ex 
637.18; ELITE COURT REPORTING 
SVC ex 429.25; ELITE OFC PRODS 
ex 415.61; FED W/H tax 12,792.66; 
FIRST CONCORD ins 17,383.67; 
GOVERNMENT FORMS & SUP-
PLIES ex 564.91; GREAT PLAINS 
COMMS ut 324.92; DARRELL 
HAMILTON ps 11.00; HEARTLAND 
RADAR ex 405.00; HOLIDAY INN 
ex 279.90; JACKS UNIFORMS ex 
284.79; JAMIE MILLER ex 2,519.95; 
JONNY DODGE ex 47,965.00; KIM-
BERLY YOUNG ex 67.20; KLEIN 
LAW OFC ex 9,222.15; BROOKE 
KUMM ex 150.00; LAWNS R US 
ex 721.00; ROSEMARY LEGATE ex 
14.00; LIBERTY NATL ins 133.22; 
WILLETTA LINDSAY ex 7.00; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 133.04; 
MICROFILM IMAGING SYSTEMS 
ex 122.00; DUANE MILLER ps 
12.00; MIPS ex 4,226.90; STAC-
EY MITCHELL ex 50.40; MUTUAL 
OF OMAHA ins 992.23; NACO ex 
205.00; NATL INS SVC ins 58.50; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 5,386.05; 
NEBR SHERIFFS ASSOC ex 
200.00; VSP - NACO VISION ins 
544.57; NCPPD ut 67.83; NE NEBR 
ECONOMIC DEV ex 930.00; NEN 
HEATING & AIR ex 516.00; OLD 
MILL SALES ex 124.00; ONE OF-
FICE SOL ex 140.99; SHEILA 
PARKS ex 14.00; PINNACLE BANK 
ex 2,121.10; PITNEY BOWES RE-
SERVE ex 5,000.00; PITZER DIG-
ITAL ex 898.76; QUILL CORP ex 
401.08; REGION IV ex 2,808.00; 
REGION 4 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SYSTEM ex 6,044.00; JANICE RID-
DER ps 10.00; RODEWAY INN ex 
86.39; CAROLINE SIEMS ps 25.00; 
WEX BANK ex 1,387.78; SOC SEC 
28,011.78; COURTNEY SOPER ex 
32.20; STEALTH BROADBAND 
ex 1,141.06; STRATTON DELAY 
CARLSON STOVER & STR ex 
7,500.00; THRIFTWAY ex 33.62; 
TRUSTMARK ins 243.67; UNIV 
OF NEBR-LINCOLN ex 45.02; 
WASHINGTON NATL ins 285.92; 
WESTERN OIL II ex 212.73; ME-
GAN WINGATE ex 27.78; UNIV 
OF NEBR-LINCOLN ex 3,038.69; 
WITNESS ex 740.95; PAYROLL 
141,601.36; 

Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 121.75; 
AMERITAS ins 13,318.74; AMH ex 
253.00; APPEARA ex 75.72; FIRST-
NET ut 141.86; B’S ENT ex 7,960.00; 
BECKMAN LUMBER ex 134.40; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY ut 1,422.67; 
BLACKSTRAP TRAILER REPAIR 
ex 5,240.89; BCBS ins 62,740.15; 
BOMGAARS ex 1,035.54; BOYDS 
ELECTRICAL SVC ex 702.81; BRY-
ANT HOME COMFORT ex 299.56; 
CITY OF ELGIN ut 73.31; CITY OF 
NELIGH ut 15.00; CITY OF TIL-
DEN ut 69.96; COLONIAL LIFE 
ins 307.96; CONSTELLATION ut 
1,026.87; CORNER HARDWARE 
ex 40.96; CORNER SVC ex 25.00; 
CREDIT MGT SVCS garn 547.31; 
CUBBYS ex 1,357.95; DUSTYS 
ex 160.53; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 
135.87; ERPPD ut 594.27; EMME 
SAND & GRAVEL ex 8,290.98; 
FARMERS PRIDE ex 41,443.28; 
FED W/H tax 6,637.82; FIRST CON-
CORD ins 6,152.08; FRONTIER 
COMM ut 895.39; GREAT PLAINS 

COMMS ut 340.99; HEARTLAND 
FIRE PROTECTION ex 601.75; 
COLLECTION SVC CENTER garn 
611.50; ISLAND SUPPLY WELD-
ING ex 242.42; JOEL SINCLAIR 
ex 3,572.40; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP ex 9,452.50; DUANE 
JONES ex 727.96; JONNY DODGE 
ex 721.15; KAYTON INTERNATL 
ex 8,225.85; LAMMERS TRAIL-
ER REPAIR ex 1,774.71; LAWSON 
PRODS ex 240.67; LIBERTY NATL  
ins 154.27; LICHTENBERG TIRE 
SVC ex 9,671.89; MADISON NATL 
LIFE ins 63.68; DANIEL MCEL-
HANEY ex 150.16; MEDICAL ENT 
ex 72.00; MR S’S ex 1,509.35; MU-
TUAL OF OMAHA ins 770.70; N&B 
GAS ex 960.32; NATL INS SVC ins 
73.75; NEBR CHILD SUPPORT 
garn 987.00; NEBR DEPT OF REV 
tax 3,279.81; NEBR DEPT OF REV 
- MOTOR FUELS TAX ex 2,333.00; 
NPPD ut 355.34; NELIGH AUTO 
& MACHINE ex 175.94; VSP - 
NACO VISION ins 420.12; NMC 
EXCHANGE ex 91,648.20; NCPPD 
ut 232.26; NNTC ut 75.07; LISA 
PAYNE ex 62.50; PINNACLE BANK 
ex 33,071.05; QUALITY IRON & 
METAL ex 461.70; QUICK SERVE 
OIL ex 1,111.00; QUILL CORP ex 
12.58; RAZOR TRACKING ex 
1,125.00; ROYAL GAS & GOODS 
ex 216.56; SAPP BROTHER PET-
RO ex 10,516.21; WEX BANK ex 
1,177.35; SOC SEC 18,114.54; SPUD 
TRUCKING ex 79,645.21; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 95.75; TRUCK 
CENTER ex 5,590.62; TRUST-
MARK ins 369.49; TWO RIVERS 
AUTO PARTS ex 1,911.45; VILLAGE 
OF BRUNSWICK ut 59.50; VIL-
LAGE OF CLEARWATER ut 73.50; 
VILLAGE OF ORCHARD ut 83.79; 
WASHINGTON NATL ins 99.60; 
WESTERN OIL II ex 52.91; AN-
TELOPE CO TREAS ex 8,000.00; 
PAYROLL 91,136.47;

Bond New Law Enforcement: 
BOKF ex 19,411.25;

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
412.08;

Law Enforcement: BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 405.52; 
BOMGAARS ex 69.96; CASH-
WA DISTR ex 3,493.43; CITY OF 
NELIGH ut 2,401.30; CULLIGAN 
ex 86.00; ELGIN APPLIANCE ex 
380.35; FAITH HEALTH ex 405.00; 
TONYA HART ex 48.75; HILAND 
DAIRY ex 465.14; KING RISK PART-
NERS ex 4,725.96; MENARDS ex 
49.96; MIDWEST SPECIAL SVCS 
ex 153.55; NORTHLAND BUSI-
NESS SYSTEMS ex 4,090.97; 
PINNACLE BANK ex 79.59; RE-
ASSURANCE SOL ex 6,580.00; 
THRIFTWAY ex 144.08; DENDING-
ER DRUG ex 237.26; U-SAVE 
PHARMACY ex 28.20; 

Commissary: CASH-WA DIS-
TR ex 521.33; COMBINED PUBLIC 
COMMS ex 750.00; KEEFE SUP-
PLY ex 107.04; NEBR POPCORN 
SALES ex 66.00; NORFOLK DAILY 
NEWS ex 206.00; PETTY CASH 
(CO SHRF) ex 50.00; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 665.45; PITZER DIGITAL 
ex 45.00;

Highway Allocation: BOKF ex 
9,736.25; 

Building: URBANECS FURNI-
TURE ex 4,381.78.

March Sheriff Fee Report. Ben-
efit comparisons were authorized 
for future discussion/action.

Approved great plains change 
orders regarding fax lines. Autho-
rized clerk to contract with janitori-
al service as needed.

Zoning Administrator: March 
permit report. Approved three (3) 
lot splits/administrative plats. Re-
appointed three (3) planning com-
mittee members, monthly zoning 
permit was reviewed.

Set public hearing date for con-
ditional use permit – Old Mill Sales 
and Service.

Opened and approved gravel 
bids, asphalt and armor coat bids.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved 18 oversize permits, two 
(2) underground permits and three 
(3) access permits. Denied NPPD 
ROW permits.

Met in executive session x 2, 
personnel issues and legal mat-
ters.

Authorized County Attorney to 
continue to negotiate old court-
house improvements.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: April 22, 2026
ZNEZ
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Juniors from Elgin High School attending Saturday night’s prom were (front row, l-r): Kierstyn Eisenhauer, Braelyn Martinsen, Mady Kurpgeweit, Kyla 
Donaldson, Kylee Lichtenberg and Gemma Miller. Back row: Dannyka Smidt, Sadie Thiessen, Zoey Buechter, Justice Blecher, Libby Evans, Rylen Schwart-
ing and Megan Wright.

Photos submitted

Eight juniors from Pope John attended the junior-senior prom Saturday night. They were (front row, l-r): Brooke 
Kinney, Aubrie Parks, Samantha Stuhr and Elizabeth Moser. Back row: Cameron Kallhoff, Michael Selting, Brayden 
Burenheide and Gavin Kallhoff.

Juniors attending Saturday night’s prom

Shop at Home!
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O’NEILL — Competition was 
fierce at the O’Neill Invite held 
Thursday.

The Wolfpack did their best 
but finished well behind the 
leaders. 

O’Neill won the boys team 
title with 101 points followed by 
Norfolk Catholic 76, Valentine 
57, North Central 51, Bloomfield 
50, St. Mary’s 47, Ainsworth 
41, Ord 31, CWC 19, Burke 14, 
Wausa 14, Summerland 14, EPPJ 
11 and Boyd County 1.

On the girls side, Norfolk 
Catholic topped the field with 
108.5 points. Taking second was 
O’Neill 90 followed by Ord 81, 
Ainsworth 44, Wausa 40, North 
Central 40, Valentine 29, Bloom-
field 29, St. Mary’s 15, CWC 14, 
Burke 12.5, EPPJ 8, Boyd Coun-
ty 8 and Summerland 8.

Scoring points for the Wolf-
pack girls was Kayton Zwing-
man who finished second in the 
300 meter hurdles event.

On the boys side, The Wolf-
pack’s best effort was turned in 
by Trey Rittscher who placed 
third in the shot put.

Individual results were:
Boys

100 meter dash — 1. Domi-
nic Beebout, Valentine, 11.30 
seconds

200 dash — 1. Jekhi Williams, 
Valentine, 23.35 seconds

400 dash — 1. Ryker Sudbeck, 
O’Neill, 51.40 seconds; 4. Ethan 
Hansen, EPPJ, 55.58

NELIGH — While points 
were hard to come by at the 
Neligh-Oakdale Track Invite, 
Wolfpack sprinter Ethan Han-
sen had a big day.

Hansen set a new personal 
mark in the 100 meter dash. In 
the prelims, he won his heat 
with a time of 11.6 seconds. He 
went on to finish fourth in the 
event to go along with a third 
place effort in the 400 meter 
dash. He also ran a leg on the 
1600 meter relay team which 
medaled.

Wolfpack senior Trey 
Rittscher dominated the shot 
put. He won the event with a 
toss of 47’1” which was more 
than two feet better than sec-
ond place finisher, Wolfpack 
sophomore Max Henn.

Evin Pelster continued his 
string of strong showings in 

SUMMERLAND — The Wolfpack golf team found conditions 
great for 18 holes of golf Wednesday here, but were unable to take 
advantage.

Competing at the Summerland Invite, the Wolfpack finished 
12th in the team standings with a score of 407.

Winning the team title was Norfolk Catholic who had four golf-
ers golf in the 70s to finish with a score of 299. 

EPPJ’s best effort was turned in by Karson Kallhoff who placed 
29h with a score of 90. 

Kallhoff, a state qualifier one year ago, has been the leading 
golfer for the Wolfpack this season.

Also breaking 100 was senior Jarek Erickson with a 98. This 
tournament marked Erickson’s first time competing at the varsity 
level in this, his first year out for golf.

Gavin Kallhoff had a 108 while Michael Selting posted a score of 
109. Rounding out the Wolfpack team was Dannyka Smidt with a 
score of 117 over 18 holes.

Braydon Kosch of Norfolk Catholic was medalist with a round of 
72.800 run — 1. Tomik Duffy, 

Bloomfield, 2:13.93; 6. Evin Pel-
ster, EPPJ, 2:19.10

1600 run — 1. Andrew Kastl, 
NC, 4:53.45

3200 run — 1. Max Bert, OSM, 
10:45.22

110 hurdles — 1. Trey Antho-
ny, NC, 15.45 seconds

300 hurdles — 1. Noah Se-
berger, NC, 41.70 seconds

400 relay — 1. Valentine, 44.31 
seconds

1600 relay — 1. O’Neill, 3:36.53
3200 relay — 1. Norfolk Cath-

olic, 8:52.54
Shot put — 1. Leighton Bur-

bach, NC, 49’; 3. Trey Rittscher, 
EPPJ, 43’11.75”

Discus — 1. Witten Painter, 
Ainsworth, 141’5”; 7. Justice 
Blecher, EPPJ, 116’3”

High jump — 1. Ryan Rifer, 
Summerland, 6’6”

Pole vault — 1. Beau Wells, 
Ord, 13’2”

Long jump — 1. Porter 
Mathews, 21’7.75”

Triple jump — 1. Noah Se-
berger, NC, 45’5”
Girls

100 dash — 1. Jamaya Koe-
hlmoos, NC, 12.52 seconds

200 dash — 1. Reagan Gillil-
an, Wausa, 25.85 seconds

400 dash — 1. Reagan Gil-
lilan, Wausa, 59.47 seconds; 
7. Kayton Zwingman, EPPJ, 
1:05.29

Track team finds points 
hard to find at O’Neill

See O’NEILL, Page 12 ▶

Kallhoff shoots 90 to
lead EPPJ at Summerland

the long jump. The sophomore 
leaped 19’ to win the event.

On the girls side, EPPJ senior 
Kayton Zwingman finished 
second in the 300 meter inter-
mediate hurdles, continuing to 
show she’s one of the best in this 
part of the state.

Sister Gentry Zwingman 
finished third in the 3200 meter 
run.

Gemma Miller placed in both 
the shot put and discus events.

Elkhorn Valley won both 
the boys and girls team titles. 
Teammate Braelyn Martinsen 
placed fifth in the 200 meter 
dash.

In the girls division they won 
with a score of 165 followed by 
Riverside 87, Humphrey-Lind-
say 54, Niobrara-Verdigre 43, 
Cody-Kilgore 43, Osmond 34, 
Neligh-Oakdale 32, Madison 31, 

EPPJ 30 and Fullerton 2.
On the boys side, Elkhorn 

Valley dominated with 182 
points followed by Riverside 
91, Fullerton 74, EPPJ 54, 
Humphrey-Lindsay 50, Niobr-
ara-Verdigre 22, Osmond 20, 
Neligh-Oakdale 19 and Madison 
14.

Individual results were:
Boys

200 meter dash — 1. Santia-
go Gutierrez, Riverside, 23.90 
seconds

100 meter hurdles — 1. Logan 
Black, EV, 15.60 seconds

300 hurdles — 1. Logan Black, 
EV, 42.20 seconds

400 dash — 1. Kane Wetovick, 
Fullerton, 51.70 seconds; 3. 
Ethan Hansen, EPPJ, 53.40

800 run — Miciah Mohrman, 
HL, 2:09.909; 6. Evin Pelster, 
EPPJ, 2:17.20

1600 run — 1. Davis Rutjens, 
EV, 5:12.50; 2. Evin Pelster, 
EPPJ, 5:14.70

3200 run — 1. Abe Johnsen, 
EV, 11:29.10

400 relay — 1. Fullerton, 46.70 
seconds

1600 relay — 1. Elkhorn Val-
ley, 3:42.00; 6. EPPJ (Matthew 
Kerkman, John Zwingman, 
Ethan Hansen, Evin Pelster), 
4:05.10

3200 relay — 1. Elkhorn Val-
ley, 9:06.20

High jump — 1. Hunter Rut-
ten, RV, 6’1”

100 dash — 1. Cael Dubas, 
Fullerton, 11.70 seconds; 4. 
Ethan Hansen, EPPJ, 12.00

Shot put — 1. Trey Rittscher, 
EPPJ, 47’1”; 2. Max Henn, EPPJ, 
44’11”; 5. Jayvin Erickson, EPPJ, 
38’5”

Long jump — 1. Evin Pelster, 
EPPJ, 19’

Triple jump — 1. Jarett Wer-
ner, EV, 41’1.5”

Discus — 1. Korbin Werner, 
EV, 146’; 4. Max Henn, EPPJ, 
128’5”; 7. Justice Blecher, EPPJ, 
113’1”

Pole vault — 1. BJ Taake, EV, 
11’9”
Girls

200 dash — 1. Brenna Law-
son, EV, 27.60 seconds; 5. Brae-
lyn Martinsen, EPPJ, 28.90

300 hurdles — 1. Grace Ma-
hony, Riverside, 49.60; 2. Kayton 
Zwingman, EPPJ, 50.30; 7. Syd-
ney Niewohner, EPPJ, 56.30

400 dash — 1. Taylen Stark, 
NV, 1:01.30; 4. Kayton Zwing-
man, EPPJ, 1:03.90; 6. Braelyn 
Martinsen, EPPJ, 1:05.50

800 run — 1. Taylen Stark, 
NV, 2:29.30

1600 run — 1. Delani Runnels, 
NV, 5:47.70

3200 run — 1. Lilllian Raven-
scroft, CK, 13:08.70; 3. Gentry 
Zwingman, 15:53.70

400 relay — 1. Riverside, 
52.80; 3. EPPJ (Anna Dworak, 
Gentry Zwingman, Braelyn 
Martinsen, Kayton Zwingman), 
55.10

1600 relay — 1. Elkhorn Val-
ley, 4:26.20

3200 relay — 1. Elkhorn Val-
ley, 11:04.60

High jump — 1. Ella Molt, 
Riverside, 5’2”

100 dash — 1. Nyla Beller, HL, 
13.10 seconds

100 hurdles — 1. Kyndal Wer-
ner, EV, 17.00 seconds

Shot put — 1. Aubrayanna 
Schmidt, CK, 38’7”; 6. Gemma 
Miller, EPPJ, 31’9.75”

Long jump — 1. Ava Koch, 
EV, 15’11.5”

Triple jump — 1. Michelle 
Esch, RV, 33’1”

Discus — 1. Aubrayanna 
Schmidt, CK, 131’; 5. Gemma 
Miller, EPPJ, 93’4”

Pole vault — 1. Salena Du-
inkerken, Madison, 8’9”

Zwingman, Rittscher lead Pack at N-O Invite
Senior Trey Rittscher, shown here competing at Battle Creek, won the shot put at Neligh last week with a toss of 47’1”.

File photo/DMorgan

Kayton Zwingman flew out of the 
blocks in the 400 meter dash and 
went on to finish fourth in 1:03.90.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Competing as a member of the varsity team, Dannyka Smidt shows great 
form as she hits a fairway iron towards hole #9 at Summerland.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Karson Kallhoff uses a wedge to reach the green on hole #6 at Summer-
land. He led the Wolfpack with an 18-hole score of 90.

E-R photo/DMorgan
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LINCOLN — It may have 
been the biggest baseball series 
ever played in Lincoln.

Beginning Friday night and 
concluding Sunday afternoon, 
the Huskers swept the Univer-
sity of Southern California at 
Haymarket Park. The play of 
both the baseball and softball 
teams wearing Scarlet & Red 
reflects what has been a year of 
showing that ‘We Belong.’

This is what began more 
than a decade ago when Husker 
Athletic Director Tom Osborne 
pulled the Huskers out of the 
Big 12 and becoming a full-
fledged member of the Big Ten.

Since then, it’s been a slow, 
long climb to get to the point 
where, in all but a few sports, 
Nebraska has raised their level 
of play to be on an even field 
with the likes of Michigan, 
Penn State and Ohio State.

This was a topic that pu-
blishers from across the state 
discussed in the hospitality 
suite during the two-day annu-
al convention of the Nebraska 
Press Association. Publishers, 

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Recent successes show Huskers belong in the Big 10
Spinning Tales

editors and others connected to 
the newspaper business gather 
in Lincoln for continuing edu-
cation, to learn new ways to do 
what we do best - tell Nebraska’s 
stories from Falls City to Scotts-
bluff, Ponca to Imperial and all 
points in-between. 

Newspapers help shape the 
future of their communities. 
And, at this event, we let loose 
and have a good time with our 
peers, sharing stories (good and 
bad).

On Friday night, seated 
at our table was Nebraska 
women’s basketball star Amiah 
Hargrove. She and Britt Prin-
ce joined us for the evening’s 
activities. The top two leading 
scorers on this year’s Husker 
womens basketball team which 
won their opening round game 
in the NCAA Tournament, they 
represent, as much as anyone, 
the growth of Husker athletics.

Almost every Husker sport 
now contends for conference 
championships. The talent level 
is outstanding as athletes com-
pete forAll-American recogniti-

on in their sport.
It’s hard to believe that 

football may be the one sport 
which is lagging behind the 
others. We’re not at the level of 
Ohio State and Michigan yet, 
but I still believe we’ll get to the 
promised land (a Big 10 champi-
onship).

We’re better today than we 
were yesterday and, God wil-
ling, we’ll be better tomorrow 
than today.

*****
I don’t pay much attention to 

the NBA anymore. Too much on 
my plate and, frankly, the game 
isn’t as good as it once was with 
Bird, Magic, Jordan and Dr. J. 
Maybe that‘s due to my age, it 
might be, I don’t know.

But I do pay attention to what 
Golden State shooting guard 
Steph Curry does. He’s in the 
twilight of his career now. But 
in his prime, the Warriors won 
four NBA titles thanks, in large 
part to the long-range shooting 
of Curry.

When the lights seem to 
shine brightest on Curry - he 

delivers. 
Such was the case this past 

summer when Curry won the 
gold medal game for the U.S. 
over France, with four treys in 
the final minutes.

Fast forward to Wednesday 
night’s play-in game between 
the Warriors and Los Angeles 
Clippers. With his team down 
double-digits in the fourth 
quarter, he did it again with 
treys as part of a 14 to 2 run to 
win the game in L.A. 

It was vintage Curry. Just 
doing his job, no taunting, no 
B.S., just all-world talent mani-
festing itself on the grand stage.

The man is the greatest 
three-point shooter the NBA 
has ever seen. He’s a threat to 
score after crossing mid court 
every time he has the ball. 
The shots splash through the 
nets. To watch him is to see the 
greatest shooter of his genera-
tion.

It’s rare that a shooting 
guard can control a game the 
way Jordan, Bird and Magic 
did in their heyday, but that’s 

the case. Hoping he has another 
year or two left in a legendary 
career.

Curry’s game is sweet, his 
shots are 
deadly, the 
greatest 
outside 
shoo-
ter ever. 
There’s only 
one player 
who can be 
mentioned 
alongside 
Curry’s. 
That’s Bird. 
In their pri-
me, to see 
a matchup 
between the 
two would 
have been priceless.

Who would win a game of 
one-on-one? That‘s a questi-
on for the ages. Bird‘s height 
against Curry‘s quickness. 
Each has weaknesses the other 
would capitalize on. 

As much as I like Steph, I still 
have to take Bird.

800 run — 1. Kiarra Kennedy, 
O’Neill, 2:31.55

1600 run — 1. Reagan Moody, 
Ainsworth, 5:40.07

3200 run — 1. Kiley Orton, 
Ainsworth, 13:04.62

100 hurdles — 1. Makinna 
Lovell, Bloomfield; 16.52 sec-
onds

300 hurdles — 1. Makinna 
Lovell, Bloomfield, 49.20 sec-
onds; 2. Kayton Zwingman, 
EPPJ, 49.28

400 relay — 1. Norfolk Catho-
lic, 50.94 seconds; 7. EPPJ (Anna 
Dworak, Braelyn Martinsen, 
Gentry Zwingman, Kayton 
Zwingman), 54.57

1600 relay — 1. O’Neill, 4:22.92
3200 relay — 1. O’Neill, 

10:24.56
Shot put — 1. Karlene Kepler, 

NC, 42’5.25”
Discus — 1. Karlene Kepler, 

NC, 133’
High jump — 1. Trinity Chat-

field, Ord, 5’5”
Pole vault — 1. Addison Bla-

ha, Ord, 8’8”
Long jump — 1. Madelynn 

Heiss, O’Neill, 16’3”
Triple jump — 1. Sidonia Wat-

tier, NC, 34’
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