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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Early Voter Registration
Notice of Organization — Antelope 

County
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners
Proceedings — The Elgin City Council

The Elgin Review is the official 
legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
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Four EPS students medal
at Northeast Scholastic Meet
See page 2

Elgin residents reminded of 
dog license deadline
See page 10

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
April 5	 47	 30	 .00
April 6	 66	 35	 .00
April 7	 46	 29	 Tr.
April 8	 50	 30	 .00
April 9	 64	 32	 .00
April 10	 53	 25	 .00
April 11	 53	 25	 .00
Total for last week		  0.00
Total for April			   0.82 
Total precipitation 2026		  2.11

The high temperature last week 
was 83 degrees recorded on Monday 
April 6. The low temperature during 
the same period was 25 degrees re-
corded on Friday and Saturday, April 
10-11. 

A trace of precipitation was record-
ed last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as reported by the National 
Weather Service.

In Brief
ECAF Scholarship 

fund drive total
so far is $2,330 

Bank of Elgin accepting donations.

The ‘action’ agenda is large this 
month for the District #18 Board of 
Education.

The school board will meet 
Wednesday evening. Starting at 
6:30 p.m., there will be a meeting of 
the Americanism Committee.

The regular school board meet-
ing will follow at 7 p.m.

Action items on the agenda are:
• As is the case every April, the 

board is expected to approve the 
graduation list for seniors. 

Graduation day is less than one 
month away as it will be held on 
Saturday afternoon, May 9 in the 
school gymnasium.

• Teacher requisitions for the 
2026/27 school year.

• Amend the 2025/26 school 
calendar.

• Adopt the Perry Policy Manual, 
Manual Service, updating service 
through the Nebraska Association 
of School Boards (NASB).

• Approve on first reading Perry 
Firm recommended policies: 1040 
Community Relations; 3540 Busi-
ness Operations; 5000 Series Table 
of Contents; 5209 Students - School 
library Materials and Parent 
Access; 5601 Students - Asthma/
Anaphylaxis and Allergic Reaction 
Protocol; 7050 New Construction.

• Approve the purchase of a 
route bus.

• Approve the sell or trade of a 
route bus.

• Approve the replacement of 
security cameras.

• Approve the teaching contract 
of Vijendra Boken. According to 
Superintendent Mike Brockhaus, 
Boken will be taking the place of 
Brian McGill.  He will be teaching 
Junior High Math and Algebra I 
and II.  He last taught at UNK.

• Approve the teaching contract 
for Miranda Rockwood.

Rockwood will be teaching 
Kindergarten as Joyce Wemhoff is 
moving to fifth Grade since Me-
lissa Buller is leaving the district.  
She is originally from Pierre, SD, 
went to college at UNL and has 
been teaching at an elementary 
school in Omaha for six years.

• Approve classified salaries 
for the 2026/27 school year. This 
item may require a closed session. 

District #18 
expected to fill 
two teaching

vacancies

By Greg Tharnish
Special to The Elgin Review

The old Antelope County Court-
house “Clock Tower Project” is taking 
tentative steps forward.

Meeting yesterday, the Antelope 
County Commissioners (ACC) asked 
County Attorney Joe Smith to begin 
negotiations with the anonymous 
donor interested in restoring the old 
courthouse clock tower, with the do-
nor’s representative, Jim McNally.

The ACC has numerous questions 
concerning the project including: who 
the donor is, potential cost, structural 
integrity of the old courthouse and 
future maintenance issues.

More to come on this exciting and 
historical project next month.

Road Superintendent Leigh Klu-
the presented the ACC with eighteen 
oversize permits, three access permits 
and eleven underground permits. All 
permits were approved except for nine 

Smith told to research
clock tower project

underground permits, filed by the Ne-
braska Public Power District (NPPD).

NPPD is installing fiber optics, con-
necting substations between Hoskins 
and Neligh. The nine permits needed 
in Antelope County were denied by the 
ACC because of NPPD’s refusal to pay 
for the permits. The permits, costing 
$20 each, will remain unapproved 
until payment is received by Antelope 
County.

County Clerk Lisa Payne and a 
representative for Great Plains Com-
munications discussed monthly billing 
questions the ACC had about the new 
phone system. After clarification, the 
new courthouse phone system is sched-
uled to move forward.

Finally, the ACC took a rare ac-
tion and went into executive (closed) 
session. The session took well over an 
hour concerning a personnel issue. 
Immediately after this session ended, 
the ACC went into another executive 
session, lasting only twenty minutes. 
This session involved County Attorney 
Joe Smith and an undisclosed legal 
matter. No action was taken on either 
matter at this time.

Contributions are being accepted 
for the Elgin Area Community Foun-
dation (EACF) Scholarship Drive.

Altogether, $2,330 has been raised 
so far.

Making donations were 118 Insur-
ance LLC/Megan Beckman, Bank 
of Elgin, Bob & Mary Bauer, Pam & 
Brian Becklun, Kurt & Linda Blair, 
Marilyn Clark, Dean’s Market, Dave 
& Janice Eischeid, Betty Getzfred, 
Mary & Bill Hubert, Bryan Jensen, 
Duane & Vicki Miller, Randy & Linda 
Mitchell, Ed & Anne Parks, Jim & 
Chris Redding, Janie Score, Deb War-
ren and Sharon Wilkinson.

Since its inception 15 years ago, 
the scholarship fund has awarded 176 
students with more than $154,000.

Donations can be made to: Elgin 
Area Community Foundation, PO Box 
345, Elgin, NE 68636-0345. 

Wolfpack Boys Basketball Coach Matt Euse earned an honor few coaches ever receive 
during their career. Nebpreps recognized Euse with the Coach of the Year award. Euse 
guided the Wolfpack to a 25-4 record this season, his fourth with EPPJ which ended with 
team playing in the D2 State Championship game. It marked back-to-back state tourna-
ment appearances for the young and knowledgeable basketball coach. 

‘Simply the Best!’
E-R photo/DMorgan

GOP challenger David Huebner (l) made his views known Thursday night at a candidate 
forum held in Neligh. Antelope County GOP chairperson Connie Baker (r) moderated the 
forum while Congressman Adrian Smith appeared via Zoom in the background.

E-R photo/DMorgan

GOP candidate forum held
NELIGH — They called it a ‘candi-

date forum,’ but it felt more like a duel 
on the plains. The challenger, David 
Huebner is a new face on the political 
plains. The incumbent, Congressman 
Adrian Smith, present via zoom, is 
seeking to extend his time represent-
ing the Third District which encom-
passes 80 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.

And, after an hour, it was clear to 
those in attendance, Huebner was the 
favorite of the majority of attendees at 
the Neligh American Legion Hall.

Each candidate answered all ques-
tions posed from the audience. Smith 
may have had the more polished deliv-
ery, but being part of a zoom call made 
it feel less personal. To his defense, 

Smith made it clear early Thursday 
morning that he would not be coming 
to Neligh due to a family medical issue. 

Huebner’s expressed views had 
the feel of a common man’s response 
which, for the most part, resonated 

See FORUM, Page 5 ▶
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Twenty-one students from 
EPS competed in the Northeast 
Community Scholastic Contest 
April 1 at NECC, with four stu-
dents bringing home medals.  

Taking top honors in Geogra-
phy with a first place finish out 
of 25 students was John Zwing-
man.  

Four EPS students stood out among the best at the Northeast Community Scholastic Contest held earlier this 
month. Earning medals were (l-r) John Zwingman, Dannyka Smidt, Jarek Erickson and Isaac Hemenway.

Photo submitted

Dannyka Smidt and Jarek 
Erickson both finished in sec-
ond place. Smidt competed with 
23 other students in Personal 
Finance while Erickson com-
peted with 22 other students in 
Accounting.  

Finishing in third place 
was Isaac Hemenway in Agri-

science, competing against 20 
other students.  

“Northeast hosts the scholas-
tic contest each year.  It is a nice 
way to promote academics and 
get students on a campus,” com-
mented Mrs. Sonia Rittscher, 
EPS School Counselor. 

Four EPS students bring home medals from
scholastic contest held recently at NECC

This year, Antelope Me-
morial Hospital’s “Move it 2 
Lose it Challenge” was held 
for 12 weeks from January 5th 
through March 27th. It was 
coordinated by Vanessa Car-
penter, AMH Wellness Director. 
Over 550 pounds were collec-
tively lost by the 
46 contestants.

In the Men’s 
Division, the 
first-place 
winner (for the 
second year 
in a row) was 
Tim Kester, Jr. 
(Clearwater). 
He also lost the 
highest per-
centage of body 
weight among 
all competitors at 17.9%. 

The second-place winner was 
Brian Hoffman (Brunswick) 
who lost 12.6% of his total body 
weight. The third-place win-
ner was Darrel Timm (Neligh) 
who lost 10.8% of his total body 
weight. 

“I was really glad that I 
participated in this year’s 
challenge,” said Brett Branstit-
ter, a new participant. “It was 
good motivation for me to lose 
weight and I had fun competing. 
I enjoyed the weekly weigh-ins 

to help track my 
weight through-
out the contest 
and made new 
friends along 
the way. I’d 
also encour-
age others to 
participate – as 
you never know 
how well you’ll 
do until you try 
it.” 

Winners in 
the Women’s Division were – 
first-place: anonymous, sec-
ond-place: Diann Arehart (Nel-
igh) who lost 13.1% total body 
weight and third-place: Peggy 
Green (Neligh) who lost 12.8% of 
her total body weight. 

In the Team Division, the 
first-place team winners were 
the “Shrinking Assets”, col-
lectively losing 11.8% of their 
total body weight. Its members 
included Sarah Luebe (Battle 
Creek) Joe O’Brien (Stroms-
burg), Sheila Meyer (Tilden) 
and a fourth anonymous mem-
ber. 

The second-place team win-
ners were the “Chubby Hub-
bys”, consisting of Ed O’Brien 
and Keith Meyer (Tilden), Billy 
O’Brien (Battle Creek) and Ed 
O’Brien Jr. (Meadow Grove). 
The team collectively lost 8.4% 
of their total body weight. 

The third-place team win-
ners were the “Skinny Bees”, 
consisting of Shantell Boggs 
(Neligh), Danielle Van Buren 
(Verdigre) and two other anon-
ymous members. Collectively, 
they lost 4.2% of their total body 
weight.  

“This was my third year lead-
ing the challenge and we had 
another fantastic turnout for 
Move It 2 Lose It and my group 
STAC exercise classes,” said 
Carpenter. “It’s nice to see the 
competition in all three catego-
ries every year. On average, the 
women’s individual participants 
lost 10.6% total body weight, 
men’s individual participants 
lost 13.7% total body weight, 
and the team participants lost 
20% total body weight. It goes to 
show with a little friendly com-
petition and support you can 
reach your goals. I also enjoy 
having a good mix of new and 
returning participants every 
year. That’s what makes the 
competition grow!”

Prize donations were made 
by Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal, AMH Wellness, Overland 
Rehab, Old Mill Truck Sales, 
Tinsley Grain, Thriftway Mar-
ket and 319 Graphics.

Tim
Kester, Jr.

Diann
Arehart

AMH “Move 
It 2 Lose It” 

winners
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Sixty Years Ago    	     April 21, 1966

Jerry Sheets and George Voorhies the past week were elected to 
offices on their respective business associations. Friday, George 
was elevated from treasurer to Vice President of the Nebraska 
Press Association at their annual convention in Omaha. On Mon-
day, Jerry was elected treasurer of the Nebraska Pharmaceutical 
Association while in convention at Kearney. Mrs. Jerry Sheets was 
elected second Vice President of that group’s ladies auxiliary. 

Tuesday’s rain, sleet, and some snow, all of which resulted in ice 
covered power lines in their area, brought about a 7-hour electrical 
outage here and at Petersburg. Naturally this brought most busi-
ness to a standstill. Power lines leading into Elgin, from two to one 
mile east of town, caused the electrical failure area south of Elgin. 
Electricity went off at 10:30 a.m. and was turned on again at 5:30 
in the afternoon. Eldon Kaschke, local Consumers Public Power 
District serviceman, stated that five crossarms were down and two 
spans of wire on the line leading into Elgin were broken. CPPD 
workmen, Kaschke of Elgin, Don Gabelman and Wayne Morse of 
Neligh, battled the elements persistently during most of the 7-hour 
period. The rainfall caused considerable mud and inconvenience in 
getting trucks near the poles of repair facilities.  

Fifty Years Ago 	   April 21, 1976

Jewell county, Kansas, authorities are reported to have stated 
Sunday it would be a Nebraska man’s responsibility to raise a 
small airplane from Lovewell Reservoir, where it crash-landed and 
sank Saturday. Duane S. Koinzan of Elgin put the plane down on 
the lake northeast of Mankato because it was the only flat spot in 
the area. The plane apparently was having some type of equipment 
malfunction, according to Sheriff Douglas Thomas. Koinzan and 
a passenger, Carl L. Cheatum of Hutchinson, KS, were treated at 
the Jewell County Hospital and were released. They went to the 
sheriff’s office in the north central Kansas town and made a tele-
phone call to have someone come and get them. The plane crashed 
about 4:30 pm, 50 yards from shore. As the plane was sinking, the 
occupants escaped and were swimming when rescuers in a boat 
retrieved them. The plane was on a flight from Elgin to Hutchin-
son. Steve Koinzan, Duane’s son, and a Norfolk pilot left Tuesday 
morning for Lovewell Reservoir to attempt to raise the plane. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Meis are parents of a son, Eric Thomas, 
weighing 6 pounds, 12 ounces, born April 14, 1976 at Antelope Me-
morial Hospital. 

Bill Anderson, Steve Heithoff, Kent Beckman and Merle Moser 
received their degree at the 1976 State FFA Convention.               

Thirty Years Ago 	     April 17, 1996

Pronto Travel Plaza, a new Elgin business, has scheduled its 
grand opening for this Friday, Saturday and Sunday, April 19, 20 
and 21. 

On April 5, Mrs. Paul J Hoefer of rural Elgin reported that some-
one had been in their horse barn during the previous night. The 
person had left gates and doors open in and near the barn. A check 
of the area revealed no apparent damage and no missing property. 

Sgt. Daniel Hoefer, his wife, Kara, and son, Loudon, have recent-
ly been relocated from Fairbanks, AK, to San Antonio, TX, where 
he is the “non-commissioned officer in charge” of the Department 
of Social Work in the new Brooke Army Medical Center at Fort 
Sam Houston. 

Ground breaking ceremonies for construction of the Niobrara/
Running Water bridge across the Missouri River will be held this 
Saturday, April 20, at Niobrara. A program will be held at the 
Niobrara High School Gym at 1:30 pm, followed by the ceremonial 
ground breaking at the bridge site east of Niobrara. All interested 
persons are invited.

Twenty Years Ago 	 April 12, 2006

Two Elgin Public School students, Connor Kinney and Nick 
Heithoff, are among more than 200 outstanding middle schools 
from across the United States to be selected for Junior National 
Young Leaders Conference scheduled for July 2006, in Washington, 
DC. Nick is a fifth grade student and the son of Stan and Dorothy 
Heithoff. Connor is a sixth grade student and the daughter of Tom 
and Connie Kinney. 

Two area men who joined the U.S. Army shortly after their grad-
uation from Pope John Central Catholic High School in 2003 have 
returned from military service. Thomas Dwyer, son of Mark and 
Julie Dwyer, rural Bartlett, and Danny Pelster, son of Cyril and 
Joyce Pelster of rural Petersburg, were welcomed home by their 
parents last Saturday, April 8. Dan was honorably discharged on 
March 31 at Fort Irwin, CA. Thomas is currently using accumulat-
ed leave time and will be honorably discharged from active duty on 
April 30. Both men served as Army scouts with the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, and both saw action in Iraq. Their regiment 
was split into two squadrons when they arrived in Iraq. Thomas 
served with the first squadron in western Baghdad. Danny served 
with the second squadron about 60 miles south of Baghdad. Both 
men achieved the rank of sergeant before they were discharged. 

Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Five students at Wheeler Central High School were recently inducted into the National Honor Society. They were 
(l-r) Justin Guggenmos, Hadley Pokorny, Hayes Pokorny and Paige Schlenger. Not pictured: Jackson Wright.

Courtesy photo

WC inducts five into NHS

When our children are little, 
they take everything we say as 
fact and rarely question us. We 
are the authority on just about 
everything. Then the 
questions start com-
ing. Is Santa real? Is 
there really an Easter 
bunny? And as they 
age, the questions 
they start asking get 
harder, more complex. 
It’s essential that 
we are prepared as 
they start question-
ing things that truly 
matter.

When my oldest 
started middle school 
I was not prepared to 
have the conversation 
about the birds and 
the bees so young. Un-
fortunately, they hear 
about things from their friends 
and so I found myself standing 
in the kitchen and unexpectedly 

When our kids start questioning
talking about sex and what the 
Bible says about it. Luckily, they 
prepared me as my middle child 
entered middle school. 

Now that my 
oldest is in high 
school, the conver-
sations are getting 
even more difficult. 
He recently started 
having a crisis of 
faith. We have raised 
them as Christians 
their whole lives and 
all three have been 
baptized. 

I know that deep 
in his heart, he 
knows the truth. But 
he’s surrounded by 
others with differ-
ent beliefs and the 
recent war with Iran 

is causing him to have 
some serious anxiety. 

Recently, the war in Iran 
has made him start realizing 

that at any point, we could die. 
Of course, that’s always been 
true, and not because of war. 
Tomorrow isn’t guaranteed for 
any of us. Aneurysms, strokes, 
car accidents, etc. happen every 
single day. 

We all tend to live our lives 
as if we have years left on this 
planet, but the truth is, none of 
us really know when we’ll hit 
our expiration date. And this 
is the first time that he’s truly 
become aware of this fact.

This has caused him to pause 
and really reflect on what he be-
lieves. Does any of this matter? 
And if there is God, am I really 
saved? If I die tomorrow, will 
I go to heaven? What does the 
Bible really say about salvation 
and how do I know that God is 
Who He says He is, and that we 
can believe His promises?

As a mom who works in 
fraud prevention, I don’t exactly 
have a theology degree. I never 
thought one of my children 
would question their faith, so 
this came as quite a shock. I 
don’t necessarily think it’s bad 
to question things. I certainly 
have at various points in my 
life. It’s okay to question God 
and really dig into things and 
find true faith that can stand 
the test of time and difficult 
circumstances.

Frankly, I’m glad he’s going 
through this now and not while 
away at college when I might 

Monday, April 20: French 
onion chicken casserole, green 
beans, plums, bread & butter, 
milk.

Tuesday, April 21: Runza 
casserole, French fries, corn, 
pineapple, bread & butter, 
milk.

Wednesday, April 22: BBQ 
meatballs, hashbrowns, peas/

carrots, applesauce/Jello, 
bread/butter, milk.

Thursday, April 23: 
Cream chicken over biscuits, 
mixed vegetables, lettuce sal-
ad, bread & butter, milk.

Friday, April 24: Ham, 
scalloped potatoes, brussel 
sprouts, mixed fruit, Bread & 
butter, milk.

Elgin Community Center menus

not have the opportunity to 
have these deep discussions. 
I’m praying for God to give me 
the words and to help guide my 
son as he searches for truth. I’m 
asking God to soften my son’s 
heart and make Himself known 
so that he can have a true 
relationship. I want him to have 
faith so unshakable that no war, 
no friends, no outside circum-
stances can rattle it.

This has just highlighted the 
fact that we, as parents, need to 
be prepared for the hard ques-
tions. We need to be armed with 
truth so we can help provide 
them with guidance and allow 
them to question things without 
feeling judged. We can provide 
a safe place for our children to 
come to us when they no longer 
just accept everything we tell 
them.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com.

Call Judd
a champion!

Courtesy photo

Judd Schindler, the son of Jake and 
Kari Schindler, won the nine-year-
old boys divisioin at the Knights of 
Columbus State Free Throw Con-
test Saturday at Grand Island. He 
made 21 of 25 free throws. 

See NVC, Page 12 ▶
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

Spring is planting time in Nebraska.
But the looming primary election on 

May 12 for U.S. Senate is also, alleged-
ly, quite a planting session, generating 
competing claims that candidates are 
“plants” to help or hurt the two leading 
candidates. 

We’re referring to the race between 
U.S. Sen. Pete Ricketts and Dan Os-
born. 

Osborn, an independent, is a labor 
leader and mechanic who ran a sur-
prisingly close race with U.S. Sen. Deb 
Fischer, a Republican, in 2024.

Ricketts, a Republican, served two 
terms as governor before being ap-
pointed to the U.S. Senate by Gov. Jim 
Pillen shortly after 
Ricketts left the 
governor’s resi-
dence. 

Several peo-
ple have asked 
if Osborn has 
a chance of un-
seating Ricketts, 
a wealthy busi-
nessman who has 
a well-financed 
political machine. 
His family, which 
owns the Chicago 
Cubs, is among 
the top contribu-
tors nationally to 
Republican political campaigns.

In today’s topsy-turvy political 
world, I’d say that any incumbent is 
vulnerable. Voters seem to dislike 
those in office. And Ricketts hasn’t 
stood for election for eight years, which 
seems like a long time since he’s asked 
Nebraskans for their votes.

Then, as now, Osborn is facing 
accusations of being a closet Democrat, 
who, if elected, would caucus with the 
Democrats. Osborn rejects that, saying 
he’s a regular guy and registered 
nonpartisan who will fight for regular 
folks, claiming that Ricketts hasn’t 
done that.

Ricketts, meanwhile, is running as a 
tax cutter and one who has supported 
President Trump’s immigration poli-
cies. The senator also says he’s defend-
ed “Nebraska values,” a phrase that’s 
sometimes hard to define (Is it that we 
want the football team to win again, 
or that we like brown gravy with our 
roast beef sandwiches?). 

What about those “plants”? 
There’s two Democrats, William 

Forbes, a preacher from Paxton, and 
Cindy Burbank, as well as a candidate 
for the Legal Marijuana NOW Party, 
Mike Marvin.

All three of those candidates have 
been accused of being unserious, ille-
gitimate and/or “plants.”

Follow closely because this gets 
complicated.

Democrats say that Forbes is a 
“plant” to help Ricketts (by pulling 
votes away from Osborn) because it ap-
pears that he likes Ricketts, is opposed 
to abortion rights and has voted for 
President Trump. And CNN reported 
that Forbes, despite being a registered 
Democrat, attended a campaign train-
ing camp for conservatives, a camp 
recommended by the GOP.

Republicans, meanwhile, accused 
Burbank of not being a “good faith” 
candidate. Her main goal, they say, is 
to eventually drop out and throw her 
support for the third-party candidate, 
Osborn. Burbank’s website touts that 
she’s “not a plant” and that her main 
goal is to defeat Ricketts.

For a time, she was tossed off the 
primary ballot by Secretary of State 
Bob Evnen, but that decision was 
reversed by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court.

Then we get to Marvin, a union lead-
er (like Osborn) who once headed the 
state employees union. Suspiciously, 
Burbank, a Democrat, paid the $1,740 
filing fee for Marvin to run. It hap-
pened just minutes before the filing 
deadline. 

Burbank told the Nebraska Examin-
er that she paid the fee because a filing 
fee check sent by Marvin had been 
rejected and it ticked her off. Republi-
cans, meanwhile, accused Marvin of 

being a “plant” to help Osborn.   
Get all of that?
To be sure, if there’s a strong Dem-

ocrat in the Senate race it would pull 
votes away from Osborn in the general 
election.

And, if the Democrats don’t have a 
candidate in November – for instance 
if Burbank won the primary and 
dropped out – that would create a two-
way race with Ricketts. 

That’s a lot of craziness to digest 

but that seems par for the course in 
politics these days. 

After all, who could have envisioned 
a pro rassler becoming governor in 
Minnesota, or a weightlifter/actor 
being elected in California or a reality 
TV star occupying the White House.

The sad part is that all of the neg-
ative campaign ads and supposedly 
“planted” political candidates only 
serves to turn more and more people 
off from voting or discourages good 

Political craziness now incluces supposed
‘plants’ running for U.S. Senate

people from running for office.
*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. Prior to his retirement, he 

was senior contributor with the 
Nebraska Examiner. 

He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and 

writing about the state.

Investing in rural health care

Farms and ranches are the founda-
tion of the Good Life in Nebraska.  Ne-
braskans feed the country and fuel the 
world.  Our farmers and ranchers keep 
America healthy and safe with a secure, 
reliable food supply.  But Communist 
China can threaten this.

Communist China has pursued a 
policy of strategically buying ag land.  
Between 2010 and 2021, Chinese own-
ership of American agricultural land 
grew nearly 30 times larger.  As of 2023, 
Communist China owned more than 
277,000 acres of farmland.  But it’s not 
just about the number of acres that they 
own.  They have targeted sensitive sites 

surrounding army bases and airfields.  They exploited our 
legal process to purchase land surrounding Grand Forks 
Air Force Base in North Dakota and Fort Bragg in North 
Carolina.  This is a national security risk.  We cannot let 
them use American ag land to weaken U.S. national securi-
ty.

We can’t let Communist China spy on American mili-
tary bases from our cornfields. That’s why I introduced the 
PLOT Act.

The Property Location Oversight and Transparency, 
or PLOT, Act combats foreign adversaries’ efforts to buy 
American ag land.  It does this by strengthening and in-
creasing transparency in USDA’s AFIDA reporting system.  
The hardworking Americans that feed us should benefit 

The Plot Act protects Nebraska ag land

See RICKETTS, Page 5 ▶

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

Budget bills given 
final approval

Last week, I wrote about my team’s 
work to secure federal tax dollars 
Nebraskans already sent to Washing-
ton to improve the Central Nebraska 
Regional Airport in Grand Island. 
This week, I want to update you on my 
recent visit to Avera St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital in O’Neill and share my team’s 
efforts to invest federal tax dollars 
there as well.

Founded in 1952, Avera St. Antho-
ny’s now stands as one of the largest 

critical access 
hospitals in the 
state. The facili-
ty provides 24/7 
emergency care, 
along with prima-
ry care, surgery, 
rehabilitation, and 
specialty services. 
It is truly a lifeline 
for O’Neill and 
the surrounding 
communities.

But in October 
2024, a vehicle 
struck a gas line 
and caused an ex-

plosion and fire nearby. While thank-
fully no one was seriously injured, the 
damage forced the hospital to tem-
porarily close. Despite the setback, hos-
pital staff worked diligently to reopen 
the emergency department and accept 
inpatients again just three weeks later. 
This level of resilience speaks volumes 
about the people who work there and 
their commitment to their community.

During my visit, I learned more 
about both the challenges they’ve 

faced and the progress they’ve made 
since that incident. It was a pleasure 
meeting with the hospital’s leadership 
team, doctors, and nurses, and seeing 
firsthand how critical reliable infra-
structure is to their continued success.

First, we viewed the hospital’s boiler 
system, which was in urgent need of 
replacement as a result of the explo-
sion and fire that occurred just 17 
months ago. Through the federal fund-
ing process, I secured a $3.5 million 
investment for a new boiler and hot 
water system at the hospital. Reliable 
heat and hot water are essential for 
patient care, sanitation, and day-to-
day operations, especially during 
a Nebraska winter. This practical, 
necessary investment will help ensure 
the hospital can continue serving 
patients safely and effectively for years 

to come.
This project is a great example of 

how I use my role on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee. Let me explain: A 
significant portion of what Nebraskans 
pay in federal taxes goes to Washing-
ton and doesn’t always find its way 
back home. That’s why I push to ensure 
that Nebraska gets a fair return on 
what our families, farmers, and busi-
nesses are already contributing.

There is also a practical reason this 
matters for your wallet. Projects like 
this one, if they weren’t funded feder-
ally, would be extremely difficult to 
complete at the local level. Nebraska 
property taxes are already a burden 
for many families. When we can direct 
federal dollars toward these needs 
instead, it helps alleviate some of that 
pressure.

I have always believed that feder-
al funding works best when it starts 
with listening — taking the time to 
understand what a community actu-
ally needs — and then working col-
laboratively to deliver real solutions. 
And I feel strongly that these decisions 
should be made by people accountable 
to Nebraska voters, not handed off to 
unelected officials in Washington who 
may not understand our communities. 
That’s why it matters to have elected 
representatives involved in the federal 
funding process.

Please know that I will keep work-
ing to make sure Nebraska’s tax dol-
lars come back home and are directed 
toward even more projects that tangi-
bly improve Nebraskans’ daily lives. 
That’s what this work is about: making 
the Good Life even better.

This week, I would like to provide 
a broader overview of the proposed 
changes to the state’s Brand Law. This 
session, I introduced LB1187 to allow 
the ability for the Brand Committee 
to adjust its inspection fee to help the 
Brand Committee 
manage a difficult 
budget situation. 
Due to the closure 
of the Tyson plant 
in Lexington earli-
er this year, as well 
as other factors, 
the Brand Commit-
tee’s cash fund has 
depleted in recent 
years. Although the 
Brand Committee 
has indicated that 
it could potentially 
avoid insolvency 
without a change 
in its fee structure, 
it is clear that there is no margin for 
error, and it would be irresponsible for 
the Legislature to neglect addressing 
the Brand Committee’s fiscal situation 
this session.

My bill LB1187 as introduced sim-
ply proposed to raise the maximum 
per-head inspection fee from $1.10 to 
up to $1.50 and replace mileage-based 
travel charges with a flat surcharge 
of up to $30 per inspection stop. This 
would give the Brand Committee much 
needed revenue options to manage its 
budget needs. 

However, it is very clear that there is 

See DeKAY, Page 5 ▶
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from land ownership in the U.S.  Communist China should not.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is responsible for oversee-

ing the foreign purchase of ag land.  
This authority comes from the Agricultural Foreign Investment 

Disclosure Act, or AFIDA.  USDA is working to combat foreign 
land ownership from adversaries.  However, Communist China 
keeps working to bend our rules.

The USDA knows food security is national security.  That’s 
why they’ve implemented tougher regulations.  Secretary Rollins 
established the National Farm Security Action Plan.  The admin-
istration and I are working to help combat Communist China’s 
farmland purchasing in Nebraska and the country.

The PLOT Act increases USDA’s oversight of foreign purchases 
of American farmland.  Currently, reporting requirements are 
triggered when a foreigner holds at least a 10% ownership interest 
or when a domestic entity is at least 50% owned or controlled by a 
foreigner.  The PLOT Act would lower this to 5% and 10%, respec-
tively.  Lowering reporting thresholds captures smaller foreign 
ownership stakes that currently go unreported.

The PLOT Act also requires foreign purchasers to provide 
detailed digital maps of purchased ag land.  These maps would be 
available to USDA, local governments, and the public.  That way, 
every Nebraskan knows where foreign adversaries are purchas-
ing farmland.  Nebraska farmers and ranchers should know this 
information.

The PLOT Act is just one way I’m fighting for more transparen-
cy and stricter requirements in the AFIDA reporting process.  Last 
year, I introduced the bipartisan AFIDA Improvements Act.  It also 
strengthens the foreign ag land reporting process.  It increases 
transparency and information sharing.  It would also require an 
online reporting portal for USDA.  These provisions were included 
in the House Ag Committee’s Farm Bill.  I am fighting for them in 
the Senate.

Nebraska ag land is passed down generation to generation.  Ne-
braska farmers and ranchers are proud of their land and the crops 
that grow from it.  

We can’t let foreign adversaries like Communist China get away 
with purchasing our land.  That’s why I’m introducing the PLOT 
Act.

Ricketts
 ◀ FROM Page 4

DeKay
 ◀ FROM Page 4

little support from the Agri-
culture Committee, the Legis-
lature as a whole, and among 
segments of the industry to give 
the Brand Committee additional 
fee authority without changes to 
the Brand Law. There has been 
growing sentiment among seg-

ments of the livestock industry 
that mandatory brand inspec-
tion creates some competitive 
disadvantages relative to other 
states. LB646, as introduced 
last year, would have exempt-
ed registered feedlots from 
brand inspections, audits, and 
fees. LB646 as amended would 

(1) increase the physical and 
electronic inspection fee cap to 
$1.50 per head, (2) exempt cattle 
shipped to or from a qualified 
dairy from brand inspection, (3) 
amend the registration fee and 
annual renewal fee for regis-
tered feedlots, and (4) replace 
mileage-based travel charges 
with a flat surcharge of up to 
$20 per inspection stop. LB646 
as amended advanced to Final 
Reading but ultimately did not 
receive a final vote. 

This past week, LB1187 was 
passed by the Legislature 
with the amendments offered 
by Senator Jacobson during 
earlier rounds of debate. LB1187 
as amended by the Jacobson 
amendments would (1) increase 
the statutory cap on the per 
head inspection fee from the 
current $1.10 to up to $1.50, (2) 
authorize the Brand Committee 
to collect a uniform travel sur-
charge of no greater than $30 
per stop, (3) authorize the Brand 
Committee to adjust the brand 
renewal fee within a statutory 
cap of $400, (4) revise the compo-
sition of the Brand Committee, 
(5) eliminate duplicative in-
spection of cattle first placed 
in grow lots before eventually 
being placed in a registered 
feedlot, (6) modify how audits of 
registered feedlots are conduct-
ed, (7) change how registered 
feedlot fees are calculated to 

more closely reflect the cost to 
the Brand Committee to im-
plement the registered feedlot 
program, and (8) exempt cer-
tain dairy-related cattle move-
ments from inspection, such as 
transfers between development 
facilities and dairies. LB1187 
as amended proved to be much 
more substantial than what was 
originally introduced and even 
LB646 in some regards.

LB1187 has been a collabora-
tive effort by many, including 
myself, Senator Jacobson, Sen-
ator Storer, Senator Ibach, Ne-
braska Farm Bureau, Nebraska 
Cattlemen, and others to find a 
compromise. 

Although there are revi-
sions that I am not particu-
larly fond of, LB1187 reflects 
a compromise that, while not 
perfect, does provide the Brand 
Committee with additional 
resources and keeps the regis-
tered feedlots within the brand 
inspection system and subject 
to Brand Committee oversight. 
This compromise will still have 
registered feedlots continue to 
contribute to the cost of main-
taining the brand inspection 
infrastructure. 

Most importantly, without 
resolution this year, legislation 
like LB1258 to end mandatory 
brand inspection altogether, 
would have returned next year 
and probably gained traction. 
As expressed by multiple sen-
ators during debate, LB1187 as 
amended represents a series 
of changes that are intended 
to settle the Brand Law for the 
foreseeable future. 

with the men and women in-
terested in hearing his views. 
Huebner’s experience as a U.S. 
Border Patrol agent and his 
responses to a number of ques-
tions show he is a Conservative, 
to the right of Smith.

Smith said he was proud of 
his record during his time in 
Washington. In today’s political 
climate, he would be considered 
a ‘moderate.’ He touted the suc-
cesses achieved during the 18 
months since Trump has been 
back in the White House.

Huebner made the claim he is 
the only candidate in this race 
“with tractor grease under his 
fingernails,” working seven 
days a week in small business 
and agriculture.

His most biting remark may 
have been when he openly 
criticized Smith’s conservative 
record saying it does not reflect 
the views and opinions of the 
majority of the district’s politi-

 ◀ FROM Page 1
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cal makeup.
Staking out his position, 

Huebner said more support for 
ag producers is necessary in the 
yet-to-be-approved new Farm 
Bill. He claimed 90 percent of 
the farm bill is not farm-related, 
but tied to SNAP and welfare 
benefits. More focus, he said, is 
needed on farming issues.

Smith said research dollars 
are needed in the farm bill so 
products can be grown and 
shipped in a “productive man-
ner, and efficient manner.”

And on the issue of immi-
gration, Huebner said stricter 
enforcement is necessary, and 
opposes birthright citizenship. 
Smith, too, said he was opposed 
to birthright citizenship.

The May primary election 
will be held Tuesday, May 12, 
across Nebraska.

The forum was organized by 
the Antelope County GOP. Mod-
erating the event was chairper-
son Connie Baker.

Aubrey Ray
Miller

A candidate for Antelope 
County Sheriff 
will be coming to 
Elgin Saturday 
to meet potential 
voters.

City of Neligh 
Police Officer 
Aubrey Ray Mill-
er will be at the 
Elgin Communi-
ty Center from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. as 
part of a ‘Meet and Greet’ event.

For more information, see the 
candidate’s ad on Page Two.

‘Meet & Greet’
for Miller to be
held Saturday
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Stay Informed by
Reading The Public Notices!

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited lia-

bility company: BAZILE CREEK 
AGRONOMY, L.L.C. The address 
of the designated office is: 52609 
865th Road, Brunswick, Nebraska 
68720. The name and mailing ad-
dress of the initial agent for ser-
vice of process of the company is 

PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BAZILE CREEK AGRONOMY, L.L.C.

Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, 
P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It 
is organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or in-
surance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 

upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on April 2, 2026, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are 
to be conducted by the members 
under an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

BAZILE CREEK AGRONOMY, 

L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: April 8, 15 & 22, 2026
ZNEZ

Editor’s note: This week marks the second installment of a 
new series tied to our nation’s 250th birthday in July 2026. 

As time draws near to Celebrate 250 years of Independence, 
it seems appropriate to review the Declaration of Independence 
and to explore the background of those who created and signed 
the most important document in our country’s history. It is writ-
ten by Caroline Epp of Giltner, Nebraska.

*****
James Wilson (1742-1798) was born in Scotland, received 

an education in Edinburgh from some of the best ‘thinkers’ 
of that time preparing his entrance to the American scene 
in 1766. Studying law under John Dickenson in Philadelphia, 
placed him on the bar within two years. 

Through his vocal support of the republican form of govern-
ment, he became a favorite of the people. His first public in-
volvement came with the local Committee of Correspondence 
in 1774, which he chaired. 

A year later in 1775, elected to the Continental Congress, his 
influence by the Scottish Enlightenment came forth including 
from others who had been exposed to the Scottish ideas such 
as Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Richard Henry Lee, and 
Alexandar Hamilton. Thomas Reid, among his top ‘influenc-
ers,’ believed that human rights came from God, not govern-
ment. 

Mr. Reid believed in the laws of nature; life, liberty and the 
right to own property (later known as happiness). He also be-
lieved common sense was put into every person by God, there-
fore, able to manage their own lives with little government.

Wilson wrote a pamphlet entitled: Considerations on the 
Nature and Effect of the Legislative Authority of the British 
Parliament which was distributed to the Continental Con-
gress, stating: “All men are, by nature, equal and free: no one 
has a right to any authority over another without his consent: 
all lawful government is founded on the consent of those who 
are subject to it: such consent was with a view to endure and to 
increase the happiness of the governed, above what they could 
enjoy in an independent and unconnected state of nature. The 
consequence is that the happiness of the society is the first law 
of every government.” 

James Wilson was appointed as one of the first justices on 
the Supreme Court of which he said, “It only has the power to 
interpret law, not create law.” It was intended to be the lesser 
of the  three branches. We’ve obviously seen this overstepped.

Further quotes by James Wilson:
“Government, in my humble opinion, should be formed to 

secure and to enlarge the exercise of the natural rights of its 
members; and every government, which has not this in view, 
as its principal object, is not a government of the legitimate 
kind.”

“Slavery, or an absolute and unlimited power in the master 
over the life and fortune of the slave, is unauthorized by the 
common law. Indeed, it is repugnant to the principles of natu-
ral law, that such a state should subsist in any social system. 
The reasons which we sometimes see assigned for the origin 
and the continuance of slavery appear, when examined to the 
bottom, to be built upon a false foundation. In the enjoyment of 
their persons and of their property, the common law protects 
all.” (I would like to comment here that we have the continu-
ing stench of slavery in our country and around the world 
in regard to sex-trafficking! May God uncover all who are 
enslaving and may severe punishment come their way. Unfor-
tunately, we keep feeding the monster through pornography, 
aiding and abetting through allowance of abortion. This is 
when governing authority must arise to protect the infringed 
upon, against those destroying the dignity of others. Our gov-
ernment is, ‘We the People.’ 

Each of us are responsible and have the duty to protect life 
and the dignity of our fellow citizens from conception till natu-
ral death.)

James Wilson, one of six, signing both the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution, was on a committee to write 
the first draft of the Constitution. It was said that Gouverneur 
Morris, who wrote the final version of the Constitution, closely 
followed Wilson’s draft. Both of those men spoke more than 
any others at the Constitutional Convention. At the Pennsylva-
nia ratification convention, Wilson said: “…I am bold to assert 
that it is the best form of government which has ever been 
offered to the world.”

The men who signed the
Declaration of  Independence

PROCEEDINGS OF THE APRIL 6, 2006 MEETING
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

April 7, 2026
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of March 10th, 2026 Board 
of Commissioner Meeting.  Public 
comments. Correspondence was 
reviewed. Treasurer’s Fund Bal-
ance and Miscellaneous Revenue 
Report, Sweep Account State-
ments, and Clerk of District Court 
Report for March were accepted.

No action on Great Plains Com-
munication, Viking Fire Protection 
and quarterly jail inspection. 

Approved Weed Department 
Fees, Extension Office hiring sum-
mer intern and Catastrophic In-
mate Medical Insurance. 

No report for Zoning Adminis-

trator.
Thank you for 841st Road fol-

low-up, public defender contract 
was presented for review. Presen-
tation from Kings Crushing regard-
ing crushed material.

Heard from contractors and 
legal counsel regarding improve-
ments to the old courthouse build-
ing.

Road Superintendent Report: 
approved 72 oversized permits, 
four (4) access permits and four (4) 
underground permits. Approved 
purchase agreement on skid load-
er.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk

PROCEEDINGS FROM APRIL 7, 2026 MTG.
ANTELOPE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
April 6, 2026

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, April 
6, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
John “Mike” Dvorak, Leigh Klu-
the, and Jeremy Young. Craig 
Niewohner was absent.

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

General Checking: Black Hills 
Energy, util, 1,198.51; U.S. Post 
Office, postage, 183.00; Pruden-
tial Annuities Service, retirement, 
564.15; AMGL CPAs & Advisors, 
srv, 7,200.00; APPEARA, srv, 
126.59; Antelope County Sheriff, 
srv, 2,850.00; Applied Connec-
tive Technologies, srv, 25.00; Barb 
Bode, travel, 101.50; Beckman Lum-
ber, sup, 435.44; Bishop Business, 
srv, 2,405.00; Boyd’s Electrical 
Service, Inc., srv, 2,462.81; Bradley 
Bode, travel, 15.00; Brian Beckman, 
srv, 175.00; Bud’s Sanitary Service 
LLC, srv, 6,934.10; Comfort Inn, 
travel, 235.90; Dianne Gunderson, 
sup, 41.39; Elgin One Stop, fuel & 
sup, 631.09; Elkhorn Rural Public 
Power District, util, 3,150.02; Em-
bassy Suites by Hilton Omaha La 
Vista, travel, 291.90; Fitzgerald,Vet-
ter,Temple,Bartell&Henderson, srv, 
350.00; Great Plains Communica-
tions, util, 317.52; Kittelson Weld-
ing, srv, 195.00; Kristin Childers, 
travel, 218.95; MacQueen, sup, 
281.20; Midwest Laboratories Inc., 
srv, 314.95; Municipal Supply, Inc. 
of Omaha, sup, 749.54; NE Pub-
lic Health Environmental Lab, 
srv, 61.00; Nationwide Insurance, 
ins, 308.00; One Call Concepts, 
Inc., srv, 6.13; PowerManager, 
sup, 493.04; Sapp Bros, Inc - El-

gin, srv, 83.68; The Elgin Review, 
print, 1,607.65; Travelers-RMD, 
ins, 1,762.00; Trojan Technologies, 
sup, 3,138.27; Verizon Wireless, 
srv, 125.49; Nebraska Department 
of Revenue, tax, 1,328.15; Unit-
ed States Treasury, tax, 5,064.78; 
American Funds Service Com-
pany, retirement, 751.84; Payroll, 
12,625.83

Debit Card: U.S. Post Office, 
postage, 33.65

Rescue Checking: Bound Tree 
Medical, LLC, sup,169.68; Elgin 
Pharmacy, sup, 8.50; ZOLL Med-
ical Corporation, sup, 28,093.22; 
One Billing Solutions, srv, 207.41

• Appoint Bradley Bode to utility 
superintendent effective May 16, 
2026

• Set the utility superintendent 
wage at $26.35 effective May 16, 
2026

• Pool applications: Kerri Drueke 
and Karin Kinney as managers; So-
phia Burke, Kinley Drueke, Kayton 
Zwingman, Camry Kittelson, Tessa 
Barlow, and Macy Rokahr as life-
guards; and Sue Vanis as needed 
for manager and lessons

• Gavin Kallhoff for the 2026 
summer maintenance position

• Increase pay rates for summer 
maintenance, office assistant, and 
lifeguards to $15.00 per hour plus 
$0.50 for returning employees and 
$20.75 for pool managers

• Set the community cleanup 
day for Friday, April 17, 2026

• Building permits: Alyssa 
Koinzan, Colton Klabenes

• Regular meeting adjourned at 

8:13 p.m.
The following agenda items 

were discussed:
• Public comment: none
• LB 840 progress update and 

timeline
• Storm sewer by Boone County 

Health Clinic is deteriorating
• Sheriff’s report: February-56 

hours 55 minute and eight 911 calls

• Regularly flushing fire hydrants
• Clerk report: attended many 

beneficial classes at clerk school
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, May 4, 2026
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: April 15, 2026
ZNEZ
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Lions Vice President Kay Reineke is show with David Collins (l) and Kimmie Reed (r) who were honored for years 
of membership of the Bartlett Lions Club.

Photo submitted

Bartlett News
Bartlett Lions Club met at the 

Bartlett Old Fire hall on Thurs-
day, April 9 with eight members 
present. Several members were 
honored for their years as mem-
bers of the Bartlett Lions Club.  
Ten-year membership included 
Mark and Jullie Landgren; Da-
vid and Marcia Smith; and Jack 
Reineke. Fifteen years included 
Kimmie Reed and Tracy Arm-
knecht; 25-years Julie Thorin 
and Helen Plugge; 45-years 
David Collins; and 60-years 
Dwight Nichols. Those present 
to receive their certificates 
were Dave Collins and Kimmie 
Reed. Members discussed hon-
oring these members at the next 
Ground Hog Supper. Members 
agreed to donate $450 toward 
bounce houses to be used for 
Wheeler Central Accelerated 
Reading celebration at the end 
of the school year. The Lions 
Club will donate $50 toward the 
Spring FFA Banquet auction.

Officers  for the coming year 
will be President Joe Wal-
kowiak; Vice President; Kay 
Reineke; Secretary/Treasurer 
Kimmie Reed; News reporter 
Sherry Tetschner; Tail Twister 
Dean Miller; Supply Person Da-
vid Collins; Membership Chair 
Amy Spencer and LCIF Coordi-
nator Dave Collins. 

Members voted to have 
Kimmie and Delan Reed and 
Joe Walkowiak on the Bartlett 
Lions Club Bank account.   

Scholarship forms were 
received from Wheeler Central 
seniors Braelynn Schlenger 
and Haley Borwege.  Each will 
receive a $350 scholarship.  

PLAINVIEW — “You must be kidding me?”
That’s what I thought Saturday morning after climbing out of 

my car to spend time covering the Wolfpack golf team.
Golf is not meant for temperatures in the 40s and winds gusting 

near 30 miles per hour.
If you weren’t dressed for the weather, you froze. If you didn’t 

have gloves on, you froze. That’s just the fans I’m talking about, 
the ones who stayed close to the clubhouse and watched golfers 
teeing off #1 and finishing on #9.

The players? That was another story. You can’t golf wearing a 
parka just like you can’t roller skate in a buffalo herd, well maybe 
those hearty souls in Alaska have found a way, Some wore hoods, 
others wore stocking caps, anything to preserve body heat.

Yet, here were our hearty Wolfpack varsity players battling the 
elements as well as the course. Karson Kallhoff posted a score in 
the mid-80s for 18 holes. Very respectable in my book, but the four 
other Wolfpack golfers’ scorecards finished above 100.

Medalist for the day was a golfer from Creighton who carded a 
73. No idea how he was dressed, but he must have found a way to 
keep his hands warm. It also helps when the course is their home 
course.

Early April golf in Nebraska is a dicey situation. One day the 
weather feels like spring, the next day temperatures are, shall we 
say, bitter?

Don’t ever expect this to change. If you want to get a golf season 
in, during spring, you have to start in April so you can finish in 
May. Temperatures may be cold now, but come mid-May it will 
warm up I think.

*****
Speaking of golf, Sunday marked the final round of the Masters 

Golf Tournament at Augusta, Georgia. I’m surprised at the num-
ber of local golfers who have been to Augusta in recent years.

I’m not aware of any who were there for Sunday’s final round, 
but for those fans (primarily CEO’s and their wives and children) 
they saw history. Rory McIlroy made it two in a row, only the 
fourth golfer in the modern era to accomplish the feat. History was 
also made by Scottie Scheffler who finished the final 36 holes with-
out a bogey. Nobody dating back to 1942 had every accomplished 
that. Scheffler came back from 12 down early in the tournament to 
finish second, just one shot behind McIlroy.

As good as McIlroy is, he doesn’t generate the excitement that 
Tiger Woods used to do. The same goes for Scheffler.

We’re all waiting for the next wunderkind to arrive.

Spinning Tales
Golf and cold weather,

they really shouldn’t mix

The annual Elgin Community Cleanup Day will be held this 
Friday, April 17. 

It will be similar to last year as residents will be able to 
drop items off Friday from approximatelly 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
at dumpsters to be located north of Elgin Livestock Sales. 

The dumpsters will then be picked up and hauled away.
Meeting last week, the Elgin City Council made the hir-

ing of a new utility superintendent official. Bradley Bode, a 
city maintenance employee, was appointed to fill the utility 
superintendent’s position previously held by Donnie Poulsen, 
Jr. Poulsen will be retiring on May 15 and Bode will officially 
take over the position the next day (May 16).

In other action:
Time to clean up — Building permits — Permit applications 

submitted by Alyssa Koinzan (garage) and Colton Klabenes 
(fence) were approved.

Sheriff’s report — During the month of February, the Ante-
lope County Sheriff’s Department provided just over 56 hours 
of patrol inside the city liits and responded to eight 911 calls.

Update — Todd Heithoff and Hailey Meis provided an up-
date on a housing survey recently completed. More about the 
update in next week’s newspaper.

Elgin Community
Cleanup Day is Friday
Bradley Bode to fill position

created by Poulsen retirement

The Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association (NSAA) and the 
Nebraska State College System 
(NSCS) announce last week 
15,246 recipients of the 2025-
2026 Nebraska State Colleges 
Multi-Activity Student Award.  

The award recognizes stu-
dents in grades 9-12 who par-
ticipate in at least three NSAA 
sanctioned activities during the 
academic year. 

Each high school student who 
participates in at least three 
NSAA activities will be recog-
nized and awarded a certificate 
of achievement by the NSAA 
and the Nebraska State Col-
leges. 

Recognized from Elgin Public 
Schools were Justice Blecher, 
Libby Evans, Braelyn Mar-

tinsen, Macy Rokahr, Kayton 
Zwingman, Kierstyn Eisen-
hauer, Ethan Hansen, Gemma 
Miller, Megan Wright, Jarek 
Erickson, Max Henn, Sydney 
Niewohner, Gentry Zwingman, 
Jayvin Erickson, Braedon 
Hinkle, Evin Pelster and John 
Zwingman.

Earning recognition from 
Pope John XXIII Central Cath-
olic High School were Tessa 
Barlow, Gavin Kallhoff, Camry 
Kittelson, Joseph McNally, 
Michael Selting, Jovie Borer, 
Karson Kallhoff, Aiden Klein, 
Elizabeth Moser, Reese Stuhr, 
Grady Drueke, Matthew Kerk-
man, Raaf Klein, Lillian Moser, 
Landyn Veik, Kinley Drueke, 
Brooke Kinney, Cielo Kuhlman 
and Christian Preister.

EPS, PJCC students earn
multi-activity certificatesShop at Home!
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BATTLE CREEK — In early 
April, the Battle Creek Invite 
is a test for Wolfpack athletes 
since many of the schools com-
peting there are larger in size.

Still, the Wolfpack (compet-
ing with just 11 athletes) were 
competitive and produced sev-
eral multiple-winning efforts.

Senior Kayton Zwingman led 
the way, placing third in both 
the 300 meter hurdles and 400 
meter dash. She also was part 
of the 400 meter relay team 
which finished seventh. Other 
relay team members were Reese 
Stuhr, Anna Dworak and Gen-
try Zwingman.

Evin Pelster brought home 
two medals, placing fourth in 
the 800 meter run and fifth in 
the long jump with a personal 
best effort of 19’11.5”.

Other top efforts for the Wolf-
pack were turned in by Ethan 
Hansen (fourth in the 400 meter 
dash) and Max Henn who placed 
eighth in the shot put.

Battle Creek won the boys 
team title scoring 156 points 
followed by Elkhorn Valley 102, 
O’Neill 88, Norfolk Catholic 59, 
Stanton 55, Summerland 23, 
Winside 14, LHNE 11, EPPJ 10 
and Randolph 6.

On the girls side, Elkhorn 
Valley won the team race with 

111 points followed by Battle 
Creek 98, O’Neill 76, Norfolk 
Catholic 70, Winside 43, LHNE 
42, Stanton 36, Madison 14, 
EPPJ 12, Summerland 12 and 
Randolph 10.
Boys

100 meter dash — 1. Andy 
Ricchio, Battle Creek, 10.76 
seconds

200 dash — 1. Andy Ricchio, 
Battle Creek, 23.24 seconds

400 dash — 1. Ryker Sudbeck, 
O’Neill, 41.79 seconds; 4. Ethan 
Hansen, EPPJ, 55.56

800 meter run — 1. Miles 
Clausen, Battle Creek, 2:02.76; 4. 
Evin Pelster, EPPJ, 2:15.96

1600 run — 1. Miles Clausen, 
Battle Creek, 4:53.73

3200 run — 1. Miles Clausen, 
Battle Creek, 10:29.48

110 meter hurdles — 1. Logan 
Black, Elkhorn Valley, 15.59 
seconds

300 hurdles — 1. Logan Black, 
Elkhorn Valley, 42.16 seconds

400 relay — 1. Battle Creek, 
44.01 seconds

1600 relay — 1. Stanton, 
3:38.99

3200 relay — 1. O’Neill, 9:12.04
Shot put — 1. Korbyn Greve, 

Battle Creek, 49’1”; 8. Max 
Henn, EPPJ, 43’3.5”

Discus — 1. Korbin Werner, 
Elkhorn Valley, 148’5”

PLAINVIEW — Conditions 
improved as the day went along 
for golfer competing Saturday 
at the Larry Knaak Invite held 
at the Plainview Country Club.

Nineteen teams competed at 
the tournament. Winning the 
team title was Creighton with a 
317, 10 strokes better than Battle 
Creek at 327.

Other team scores were 
O’Neill JV 344, Plainview 353, 
Neligh-Oakdale 367, Summer-
land 370, CWC 375, Bloomfield 
375, LCC 376, Creighton JV 381, 
West Holt 381, Randolph 384, 
Crofton 387, Wausa 391, Stanton 
397, EPPJ 399, Pierce JV 457, 
Plainview JV 1316 and Osmond 
2200.

“EPPJ golfers battled it out 
today,” Coach Trent Ostransky 
said after the conclusion of the 
invite.

Leading the Wolfpack was 
senior Karson Kallhoff. A state 
qualifier one year ago, he shot 
an 86 to finish tied for 15th but 
lost in a scorecard count back.

Junior Michael Selting and 
the rest of his teammates had a 
rough day, all shooting over 100 
in the 18-hole tournament. Selt-
ing finished with a 102, Gavin 
Kallhoff carded a 104, Landyn 
Veik shot 107 and Grady Drueke 
had a 118. Creighton’s Calvin 
Wilmes was medalist with a 73.

Altogether 90 players compet-
ed Saturday.

Pelster records PB
long jump mark at BC

Wolfpack long jumper Evin Pelster had a personal best last week, leaping 19’11.5” to place fifth at the Battle Creek Invite.
E-R photo/DMorgan

High jump — 1. Ryan Rifer, 
Summerland, 6’5”

Pole vault — 1. Danny Kol-
lars, Norfolk Catholic, 12’6”

Long jump — 1. Ryker 
Sudbeck, O’Neill, 22’4”; 5. Evin 
Pelster, EPPJ, 19’11.5”

Triple jump — 1. Jarett Wer-
ner, Elkhorn Valley, 41’7.5”
Girls

100 meter dash — 1. Lexie 
Dinkel, LHNE, 12.75 seconds

200 dash — 1. Jamaya Koe-
hlmoos, Norfolk Catholic, 26.25 

seconds
400 dash — 1. Jamaya Koe-

hlmoos, Norfolk Catholic, 
1:05.93; 3. Kayton Zwingman, 
EPPJ, 1:06.26.

800 meter run — 1. Kiarra 
Kennedy, O’Neill, 2:25.47

1600 run — 1. Olivia Chap-
man, Battle Creek, 5:48.32

3200 run — 1. Mazzy Kuchar, 
Elkhorn Valley, 13:01.63

100 meter hurdles — 1. Kyn-
dal Werner, Elkhorn Valley, 
16.42 seconds

300 hurdles — 1. Ali Korth, 
Battle Creek, 48.11 seconds; 3. 
Kayton Zwingman, EPPJ, 50.67

400 relay — 1. Battle Creek, 
50.85 seconds; 7. EPPJ (Anna 
Dworak, Reese Stuhr, Gentry 
Zwingman, Kayton Zwingman), 
56.64

1600 relay — 1. Elkhorn Val-
ley, 4:18.80

3200 relay — 1. Battle Creek, 
10:37.45

Shot put — 1. Mariah Kall-
hoff, O’Neill, 39’7”

Discus — 1. Aftyn Schutt, 
Winside, 114’4”

High jump — 1. Lexie Dinkel, 
LHNE, 5’4”

Pole vault — 1. Rylan Hansen, 
Stanton, 9’

Long jump — 1. Lexie Dinkel, 
LHNE, 17’5”

Triple jump — 1. Ali Korth, 
Battle Creek, 35’3.75”

Golfers battle cold at Plainview

Wolfpack senior Grady Drueke 
shows perfect form teeing off on 
Hole #1 Saturday. 

Junior Gavin Kallhoff (shown here 
hitting an iron shot during action 
Saturday morning) shot a 104 at the 
invite held at the Plainview Country 
Club.

E-R photos/LMorgan
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BATTLE CREEK — Wolfpack golfers competed 
last week at the Elkhorn Valley Invite.

EPPJ varsity scores were Karson Kallhoff 48, 
Landyn Veik 58, Grady Drueke 63, Gavin Kallhoff 
52 and Michael Selting 52. They shot a team score of 
210 to finish fourth. 

Other Wolfpack golfers and their scores in the 
nine-hole tournament were Dannyka Smidt 53, 

Karson
Kallhoff

EPPJ takes 4th at Elkhorn Valley Invite last week
Creighton Harkins 58, Joseph McNally 63, Molly Thiessen 73 and 
Raaf Klein 65.

CWC posted a team score of 187, led by Carter Metschke with a 
42.

Elkhorn Valley won the quadrangular with a team score of 179. 
They were led by Max Schaffer with a 40.

The Summerland Bobcats finished third with a team score of 
201. They were led by Bennet Flenniken and Zander Tabbort each 
shooting 49.

Kallhoff leads varsity with 48;
Smidt tops Wolfpack JVs with 53

It Pays to Advertise!


