
THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE
This Friday & Saturday

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 84 degrees recorded 
on April 5. 

The low was 31 degrees 
on April 10. Altogether, 1.01 
inches of  precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
April 5 84 49  
April 6 74 39  1.01
April 7 45 40    
April 8 56 36    
April 9 58 36  
April 10 60 31    
April 11 63 31    
Total for Last Week.......... 1.01
Total for March .............. .. 5.85
Total for 2021 ................... ..6.68

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The
Red 

Cross
Bloodmobile
Next Wednesday,

April 21
9 am-3 pm

KC Hall

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice to Landowners — 
Antelope County

Notice of  Meeting — 
Antelope County Historical 
Society

Notice of  Organization — 
R&T Ag, L.L.C.

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.
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Highway 275 claimed 
another life Friday after a 
two-vehicle accident east of  
Oakdale.

According to information 
released by the Antelope 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, 68-year-old Penny Buck 
of  Oakdale died from inju-
ries sustained in the accident 
which took place shortly 
after 12:30 p.m. Buck, operat-
ing a 2013 Dodge Avenger, 
was westbound when the 
vehicle crossed the center 
line and struck a 2008 Chevy 
Silverado 2500 with Randy 
Lurz, 59, behind the wheel. 
The accident occurred on the 
Saint Clair Creek bridge west 
of  Tilden.

Buck was taken by am-
bulance to the ball field at 
Tilden where she was flown, 
by helicopter, to Faith Re-
gional Health Services and 
later passed away. Lutz was 
released from the scene after 
signing a waiver.

Rescue personnel from 
Oakdale, Neligh and Tilden 
as well as law enforcement of-
ficers from Antelope County, 
Neligh and the Nebraska 
State Patrol were called to 
the scene of  the accident.

Traffic was halted, in both 
directions, on Highway 275 
for a period of  time before 
reopening later in the after-
noon.

Oakdale woman 
dies in Hwy 275 
accident Friday

Bloodmobile
coming to Elgin
on April 21

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
will be in Elgin next week.

The bloodmobile will be at 
the KC Hall on Wednesday, 
April 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
To schedule an appointment, 
call (402) 843-2455.

Eric
Mlinar

Kerri
Drueke

Ken Halvorsen of  the 
Nebraska Rural Water 
Association met briefly with 
the Elgin City Council to 
share an initial managerial 
water assessment. He said 
the assessment was tied to 
the city borrowing money 
from the state revolving fund 
for water main replacement 
conducted last summer.

“Everything is pretty good 
in here (the assessment),” 
Halvorsen said, indicating 
a second one will be done 
approximately one year from 
now. 

He said through the 
association, a wellhead 
protection program is 
available to the community 
which would show how their 
wellhead area needs to be 
protected.

“Wellhead protection plans 
are really a good thing to do,” 
noting that the City of  Elgin 
has no nitrate issues now. 

He said the state believes, 
after widespread flooding 
a couple of  years ago 
washed out many systems, 
that everyone needs an 
alternative source to go to. 

As for Elgin, he said the 
chances of  a flood wiping out 
the city’s water system are 
“slim to none.”

Sewer issues — The 

Elgin Public Library has 
been selected to receive a 
$20,000 grant from the Kreutz 
Bennet Donor-Advised Fund, 
an affiliated fund of  Nebraska 
Community Foundation, 
to assist with the interior 
construction work of  the 
new addition that has been 
approved for the library.  Elgin 
Public Library is among 
fourteen Nebraska public 
libraries in communities 
with populations under 3,000 
selected to receive funding.

The Elgin Public Library has 
been serving the community 
of  Elgin since 1977.  With the 
increase in inventory and 
activities over time, there 
is no longer space to meet 
the library and community 
needs.  In order to continue 
to serve the community the 
addition will provide much 
needed space that can be 
used as a meeting room by 
community groups or private 
citizens.  It will also increase 
space available for the many 
activities sponsored by the 
library for individuals of  all 
ages.  The additional room 
will give much needed storage 

Library awarded $20,000 grant
for interior improvements

City Clerk Kristin Childers (r) and Mayor Mike Schmitt presented the 
$20,000 grant check to co-librarians Dianne Gunderson (l) and Barb 
Bode (holding the check). E-R photo/DMorgan

for supplies, excess books and 
equipment.

All grants from the Kreutz 
Bennett Donor-Advised Fund 
require a 1:1 local match. In 
Elgin, matching funds will 
be provided by the Library 
Foundation and the City of  
Elgin.

“The Elgin City Council 
is aware that the library has 
outgrown its current space and 
is in need of  this addition to 
continue to provide services 
to Elgin and its numerous 
patrons,” said Mayor Mike 
Schmitt Monday morning. “We 
look forward to completing 
this project, giving the library 
the opportunity to continue 
to expand the services it can 
provide to those of  all ages.” 
Schmitt also praised the work 
done by co-librarians Barb 
Bode and Dianne Gunderson.

The Kreutz Bennett Donor-
Advised Fund was established 
in 2010 by the estate of  Shirley 
Kreutz Bennett. A life-long 
learner, Kreutz Bennett 
graduated from Harvard 
High School in 1941, earned 

No water nitrate issues found,
Halvorsen tells city council

council briefly discusses 
sewer issues at 106 Mocassin 
Street. Schmitt said city 
engineer John Zwingman 
will soon assess the situation 
and provide the city a plan to 
go from there. 

Pool bond — Approval 
was given to proceed with 
refinancing the pool bond 
which could save the City 
between $10,000 and $15,000 
in the next 7-8 years.

Clean up day — Plans 
continue for the community-
wide clean up day set for 
Thursday, April 29. 

Two dumpsters are 
scheduled to be delivered 
that morning and a third 
one is on standby if  needed, 
Childers said.

Purchase — The council 
approved the purchase of  
a 72-inch lawnmower from 
Cordell’s ATV Repair at a 
cost of  just under $9,300.

Report — The Antelope 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
provided a patrol report for 
the first three months of  
2021. Patrol hours and 911 
calls are as follows:

January — Five 911 calls; 
100.46 patrol hours

February — Two 911 calls; 
78.26 patrol hours

March — Six 911 calls; 
110.16 patrol hours

See GRANT, Page 10

Two teacher vacancies are expected to be 
filled Wednesday night when the District 
#18 Board of  Education holds their monthly 
meeting.

Teaching contracts for Logan Douglas 
and Dylan Kaup are on the 
‘action’ agenda to be approved 
during the meeting, to be 
held Wednesday night, April 
14 (tonight). If  approved, 
Douglas will fill an elementary 
resource position; and Kaup 
would become the new 
Spanish teacher. Kaup will 
fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of  Haley Guenther 
who was hired one year ago.

On the subject of  teachers, 
the board will act on letters of  
resignation from two teachers. 
Submitting resignations were business 
education teacher Eric Mlinar and  Librarian/
Junior High Science/Eighth Grade Language 
Arts teacher Kerri Drueke.

Other ‘action’ items on the agenda are:
• Approve the 2020/2021 graduation list of  

seniors
• Accept the electrical bid for the soon-to-be 

installed stage bleachers
• Approve teacher 

requisitions
• Add mechanics to two 

basketball hoops in the gym so 
they can be lowered for little 
kids camps

• Approve the kindergarten 
toilet bid

Discussion items this month 
are:

• Replace gutters on the 
Gym/AG and PK-1 building or 
clean and caulk them

• Add senior picture 
composites to the gym 

hallway/fix the ones that are there
• Replace the playground backboard
The meeting, open to the public, will begin 

at 7:30 p.m. in the school gymnasium.

EPS to hire two new teachers

The eyes of audience members were on Erie Safford as he gave a nearly hour-long program at last 
week’s ‘Da Ladies Nite Out’ event. E-R photo/DMorgan

Nearly 130 attend ‘Da Ladies Nite Out’
By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Legacy.
Everyone leaves one behind 

for others to remember them 
by. What will be yours?

That’s the message 
motivational speaker Erie 
Safford left for all who attended 
Wednesday night’s ‘Da Ladies 
Nite Out’ sponsored by the 
Elgin Knights of  Columbus.

As another sign that the 
community is emerging from 
the worldwide COVID-19 
pandemic, which forced the 
cancellation of  last year’s ‘Nite 
Out’, the KC Hall filled up 
quickly once the doors opened.

More than 130 ladies 
from here and surrounding 
communities were feted to 
fine wine, food, stimulating 
conversation and a great 
message during the event 
which lasted more than two 
hours.

KC members, wearing their 
finest clothes, served wine 
throughout the evening, 
making sure empty glasses 
weren’t empty for long.

Dinner consisted of  Chicken 
Cordon Bleu along with salad, 
roll and an Oreo-layered 
dessert, prepared by Elgin’s 
own Jodine Meis.

Master of  ceremonies for 
the evening was Gary Hoefer. 
He and the other knights said 
prayers for all in attendance. It 
was a touching moment to hear 
the knights pray The Lord’s 
Prayer as nearly every head in 
the building bowed.

For the better part of  an 
hour, Safford entertained the 
audience with stories from 
experiences in his life. Then, 
in the final minutes of  his 
remarks, he message took on a 
more serious note.

“We are all going to have 
an end day. I had a very wise 

person tell me one time, ‘every 
day I live, I’m one day closer to 
dying.’ That’s a little morbid, 
but here’s the most important 
thing when I die … I don’t 
want anybody to come to my 
funeral and stand by my casket 
and cry. No, No, No, No, no,” 
Safford said.

“If  you can’t hug me, you 
can’t love me, you can’t have 
laughter with me, you can’t 
be my friend, you can’t be my 
family when I’m alive, don’t cry 
for me when I’m dead. Pretty 
profound?”

See LADIES, Page Five

THOROUGHLY 
MODERN 
MILLIE

Millie Dillmount 
(Trista Hemenway) 
has her sights on 
finding a new job 
and a husband. 
She finds adventure 
and her true love in 
Jimmy Smith (Linus 
Borer) along the way. 
The annual PJCC Spring 
Musical will be performed 
this Friday and Saturday 
evenings. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door. 

E-R photo/DMorgan
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Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School will pres-
ent their Spring Concert on 
Monday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the St. Boniface Gym.  A vari-
ety of  music will be presented 
as well as District Music selec-
tions.  

Masks are recommended.

Michael and Hannah Becker 
of  Elgin are the proud parents 
of  a son, Luke Timothy Becker, 
born Wednesday, March 31 at 
Faith Regional Medical Center 
in Norfolk. 

Luke weighed 7.8 pounds and 
was 20.5 inches long at birth. 
He was welcomed home by his 
sister, Hollan (age 2). 

Grandparents are Kevin and 
Dawne Miller;  and Tim and 
Sandy Becker, all of  Norfolk.

New Arrivals

PJCC Spring
Concert set 

Last week, we began debate 
on the budget, after receiving 

General fund expenditures to increase $9.7 billion
a briefing from the Appropria-
tions Committee Chairman, 

Senator Stinner. The budget 
for the next year calls for an 
increase in the general fund 
expenditures of  roughly $9.7 
billion, growing by around 
1.7% per year from previous 
budgets. Key provisions of  
the budget include substantial 
increases to several funds.

The most important of  these 
increases are the two funds 
relating to property tax relief. 
The proposed budget increases 
the Property Tax Credit Fund 
by $25 million in the next fiscal 
year, and by an additional $13 
million in the following fiscal 
year. This property tax credit 
is the one you see on your 
property tax statement as a re-
duction 
in your 
property 
taxes.  
I have 
a bill 
which 
would 
lock 
in this 
increase, 
to a total 
of  $313 
million, 
with an 
annual 
increase 
of  3% 
per year 
thereaf-
ter. 

The 
Ne-
braska Property Tax Incentive 
Act is the income tax credit 
which was included in LB 1107 
from last year, and which you 
receive when filing your state 
income taxes. The budget this 
year calls for it to be raised 
from $125 million to $313 mil-
lion for the next two years.  So 
the amount of  your income 
tax credit based on property 
taxes paid should be roughly 
2.5 times higher for the next 
couple of  years than what it 
was this year, and should con-
tinue to grow after that.  

There’s also been robust 
debate about the governor’s 
proposal for a new prison. It 
would cost $230 million.  I’m 
reluctant to spend those kinds 
of  dollars on a new prison, un-
less absolutely necessary.  With 
an amendment to the budget, 
we did commit some state dol-
lars to developing plans for a 
new facility, but with the final 
decision pending further study 
of  the issue.

There are also appropria-
tions in the budget to fund the 
state agencies which carry out 

Thank You!

Dog licenses are due by 

May 1st, 2021
Please have your pet’s updated shots records 
from your veterinarian with you. 
If you know longer have a 
previously registered 
dog, please notify 
the city offi ce.

DOG
OWNERS

For dogs within 
the Elgin city 

limits.

See BRIESE, Page 12
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Community center meals next week are: 
Monday, April 19: Chicken fried steak, 

mashed potatoes, California medley, peach 
cobbler, roll, milk.

Tuesday, April 20: Chicken noodle soup, 
cucumber salad, bread pudding, fruit cocktail, 
cheese & crackers, milk.

Wednesday, April 21: Baked ham, scalloped 
potatoes, green bean casserole, angel food 
cake, strawberries, roll, milk.

Thursday, April 22: Sloppy joes, baked 

Elgin Community Center Menus
beans, potato salad, pears, milk.

Friday, April 23: BBQ pork, sweet potatoes, 
cream peas, oranges, chocolate cake, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and are subject to 

change)

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15. p.m.  Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for 
a reservation. For a great meal, come to the 
community center! 

Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
April 6, 1961

The Elgin Chamber of  
Commerce president, Eddie 
Belzer, estimated that 200 
youngsters from this area 
attended the Chamber 
sponsored free movie and 
treats. The children saw “For 
The Love of  Mike” and upon 
leaving the Avon Theatre were 
handed treats of  Easter eggs.

Now showing at the New 
Moon Theatre in Neligh is 
Walt Disney’s Swiss Family 
Robinson. Admission  75 cents 
for adults and 30 cents for 
children;  matinee 60 cents 
for adults and 30 cents for 
children.

The senior class at Elgin 
Public High School are 
working diligently on their 
annual class play. The cast 
includes Joe Beck, Barbara 
Schuchardt, Judy Grosskopf, 
Sharon Braband, Shirlee 
Bergstrom, Gary Wilkinson, 
Kathy Donner, Dean Faubel, 
and Charles McKay. The play, 
“Let Me Out of  Here” is a three 
act comedy. Their director 
is Mr. Capler and assistant 
director is Linda Norton.   
Fifty Years Ago
April 8, 1971 

Dave Uhrenholdt, Elgin High 
senior, previous winner of  Best 
Actor Trophy and superior 
acting award, continued his 

sweep by winning the highest 
acting award in Nebraska at 
the University of  Nebraska’s 
Fine Arts Festival. Dave is now 
one of  eight high school actors 
admitted to the Nebraska All- 
State Acting Company.  Dave, 
son of  Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Uhrenholdt, competed  against 
18 other actors and actresses, 
all superior winners at district 
contest. Vickie Tierney, 
daughter of  Mrs. Lou Mckay, 
received an excellent rating 
at the festival. Elgin High was 
the only Class D high school 
invited to the acting recital. 

Bruce Anderson of  the Elgin 
Public School FFA Chapter, 
was awarded a $50 prize by 

the Knights of  Ak-Sar-Ben in 
Livestock Development at the 
annual state convention of  the 
Future Farmers of  America.
Thirty Years Ago
April 10, 1991

Country music entertainers 
Shelly West and Tom T. Hall 
were the headline attractions 
at the 1991 Antelope County 
Fair. The pair performed two 
concerts each and were on 
stage for about 45 minutes 
each. 

The winning team in the 
league trap shoot sponsored by 
the Antelope County Shooters 
Club were Jim Totten, Jeff  
Seier. Steve Hansen, Jeremy 
Seier, and Doug Nichols.

Plantation House Bed and 
Breakfast of  Elgin will be 
included in an article in the 
May/June issue of  “Home and 
Away Magazine” a publication 
of  the America Automobile 
Association (AAA). 
Twenty Years Ago
April 11, 2001

An estimated 115 area 
youngsters took part in the 
Elgin Easter Egg Hunt. One 
participant being Nicolas 
Iburg, son of  Sheri and John 
Iburg. He was a good sport 
in finding eggs for the age 
two and under division at the 
annual event.

Five young men were 
confirmed by Rev. Janet 
Burgel at the  Elgin United 
Methodist Church. The new 
confirmands were Clayton 
Hensley, Anthony Blair, David 
Hutchinson, Travis Sprout, 
and Ross Becklun. 

Pope John Central Catholic 

Junior High quiz bowl team 
won first place among 17 teams 
in the East Regional  Junior 
High and Middle School 
Academic Quiz Bowl held at 
Northeast Community College. 
Among the members of  the 
Pope John team are Nathan 
Stuhr, Kyle Dinslage, Christal 
Parks, Jeff  Gossman, and John 
Dvorak.

By Jessie Reestman

By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club 

met held their monthly 
meeting Thursday, April 
8 at 7 p.m. at the old fire 
hall. Seventeen members 
were present.  

Election of  officers 
took place at the March 
meeting.  They are as 
follows: President, Kay 
Reineke; Vice President, 
Joe Walkowiak; Secretary, 
Kimmie Reed; Treasurer, 
Cara Snider; News 
reporter, Sherry Tetschner; 
Tail Twister, Nancy Senn 
and Membership Chair; 
Natasha Watson. 

Members voted to 
give $100 to be used for 
purchasing prizes for the 
end of  the year  Wheeler 
Central Elementary 
Accelerated Reading party.     

Members are asked 
to donate to the food 
pantry in Ericson by 
April 30. Items needed 
most at the pantry are 
paper products, shampoo, 
deodorant, laundry soap 
etc. Members also voted 
to purchase a tree to be 
planted somewhere on the 
Wheeler Central School 
grounds on Arbor Day.  

Lions Scholarships 
of  the amount of  $350 
each will be given to 2021 
Wheeler Central graduates 
Rex Day, Morgan Ramsey 
and Rachel Dierks.  

The Bartlett Lions Club 
has a fund dedicated to 
purchasing playground 
equipment for the Bartlett 
Village Park. 

Discussion was held 
about this during the 
meeting.  Members are 
asked to have prices 
available for the equip-
ment at the next meeting.  
More money will have to 
be added to the Lions Fund 
to make this worthwhile 
project happen.  

Wheeler Central 
Teachers have been asked 
to turn in mid-term grades 
on Tuesday.  The  school 
year is nearing an end. 
Graduation is May 8.  

Bartlett News
As many already know, I will 

be attending the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln. And as of  
now I have declared my major 
in Public Relations and Adver-
tising. To get a step up into my 
career field, I decided to join 
the Media Smarts Learning 

Communi-
ty at UNL. 

There 
are many 
pros to 
joining a 
Learning 
Commu-
nity. For 
starters, it 
will help 
me find 
what field 
of  work I 
want to go 
into and 
will help 
me get 
work ex-
perience. 
And in my 
learning 
commu-

nity, I am grouped with other 
students where we are able to 
study together, work together, 
and we even live together at 
Abel Hall. 

I was super excited to join 
the Learning Community and 
make many friends. However, 
I was a bit hesitant. One thing 
about Learning Communities 
is that you have to live with 
someone who is also in the 
Learning Community. And to 
my knowledge, there was not a 
soul that I knew that would be 
in the Media Smarts Learning 
Community. 

However, I joined nonethe-
less and thought by rooming 
with a total stranger, I would be 
able to make plenty of  friends. 
But I was still pretty scared 
nonetheless. Through the UNL 
Roommate Finder, I was able to 
look at some of  my suggested 
roommates that had similar 
lifestyle preferences. 

I must admit, I had slim 
pickings. When I filled out my 
lifestyle preferences, I said no 
to smoking, that I preferred 
a clean room, I like to listen 
to music or watch TV while 
studying, I would socialize in 
my free time, I was willing to 
have people visit whenever, 
and that I often don’t fall asleep 
till 11 p.m. and wake up before 
8:00 a.m. The more I look at my 
lifestyle preferences, I guess 

I’ve found my college roommate!
you could say I am picky when 
it comes to how I live. And for 
most college students, a clean 
room may be a deal breaker.

I started to look through 

some of  the roommates pro-
files that also gave a short bio 
about themselves. There were 

The West Cedar Valley and St. Boniface cemeteries will be 
flying more flags beginning this Saturday. A goal for the local 
veterans’ organizations for several years now, they are taking 
a big step forward in making it happen. The Elgin American 
Legion and VFW posts are inviting volunteers to a “flag pole work 
day” beginning at 9 am on April 17 (Saturday). If the weather 
cooperates, plans are to have approximately 65 new flag poles 
installed by the end of that day along the west and north side of 
the cemeteries and along the Memorial Walkway that cuts east 
and west mid-center of the cemeteries. Flags have been ordered 
so come this Memorial Day, visitors will see a noticeable change.

Volunteers are asked to meet at the cemeteries at 9 am and 
will be provided a free lunch at Boomerangs at noon.

According to Legion Commander Gary Hoefer, a number 
of generous memorials made in honor of deceased veterans 
allowed the two groups to purchase the flags and the poles made 
by Elgin’s John Stuhr.

In addition to the private memorials, grants were received from 
Elkhorn Rural Public Power District and the Bargain Box in Elgin.

Pictured above with one of the poles (and a flag) that will be 
installed are, l-r: John Stuhr, Elgin American Legion Post #229 
Commander Gary Hoefer and Ray Payne, representing the Elgin 
VFW Post #5816.  E-R photo/LMorgan

Volunteers needed for ‘flag
pole’ work day Saturday

See VIEW, Page Five
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Caregivers and Property Tax Payers Likely 
Big Winners in Budget Outcome

The state’s cash reserve fund, caregivers, 
people who pay property tax and job training 
programs will apparently be the big winners 
in the $9.7 billion two-year state budget being 

debated by the Nebraska 
Legislature.

That’s the word from 
the Legislature’s Ap-
propriations Committee 
Vice Chair Sen. Anna 
Wishart of  Lincoln. She 
said those “winners” 
follow the priorities of  
the committee whose 
sole job is to craft a state 
budget using guidelines 
from the Legislature’s 
Fiscal Office and recom-
mendations from the 
Governor.

Senators head into the 
budget debate buoyed 
by a much more posi-
tive picture than when 
they left the pandemic-
interrupted conten-
tious session last year, 

Wishart said. The state’s Economic Forecast-
ing Advisory Board said earlier this year they 
projected revenue of  $349.5 million. That board 
meets again April 29 and could revise those 
projections.

As a result, the committee was able to fund 
its priorities and still have $211 million left for 
other senator’s priority bills. Of  course, they 
don’t have to spend all of  that cash, but the re-
quests already exceed the availability. The best 
news, the Cash Reserve Fund will go from $412 
million up to $763 million. Wishart says that’s 
an increase of  14.2 percent, still short of  the 
committee’s 16 percent goal.

The Cash Reserve Fund, set-aside for emer-
gency needs, was the brainchild of  the late 
longtime former state Senator and Appropria-
tions Committee Chairman Jerome Warner of  
Waverly. As a farmer he emphasized the impor-
tance of  having the money available for those 
rainy days. History has proven it was a wise 
choice as it has kept the state solvent at times 
when others struggled. While the committee 
recommendations allow the Governor to keep 
his promised property tax relief, they do differ 
with him on providing an increase in funding 
caregivers who work with the disabled. Wishart 
said the committee amount would at least allow 
caregivers to break-even, something that previ-
ously hasn’t been possible. 

Another departure with the Governor was 
on a request for so-called replacement funding 
to allow construction of  a new prison facility. 

Originally seen as a response to prison over-
crowding, the Department of  Corrections now 
says a new building is necessary to replace the 
aging Nebraska State Penitentiary at Lincoln.

Wishart said the committee set aside $115 
million for the request. More due diligence is 
necessary before the prison is in emergency sta-
tus because of  infrastructure. Instead of  autho-
rizing money for a new prison, it’s set aside in 
the Capital Construction area while lawmakers 
await yet another report on alternatives to brick 
and mortar for easing things at the nation’s 
second most-overcrowded prison system. She 
said she expects extensive floor debate on the 
replacement prison construction measure.

She said she’s proud of  the sustainable health 
care cash fund made possible by settlement 
funds from a tobacco lawsuit. That is allowing 
the increase in provider rates to one of  the most 
dedicated group of  workers who care for chil-
dren and seniors with disabilities.  

In addition to covering the basic requests, 
Wishart said the committee was also impressed 
with funding requests for bills dealing with: 
the creation of  arts and cultural districts; law 
enforcement education in response to racial 
justice issues and alternatives to use of  force; 
weatherization for low- income housing; seed 

money for start-ups (micro enterprise loans); 
funding for public health programs – and this 
whole pandemic has shown us how important 
they are; wildlife management issues; agribility 
which works with the University to develop and 
provide tools for disabled farmers; funding of  a 
tribal health center; and increasing the number 
of  auditors to allow for agency audits every 
three years.

As with all bills, the budget bills face three 
rounds of  debate by the full legislature. The 
first two should go smoothly. The final reading 
will be delayed and shaped by the Forecasting 
Board’s April 29 meeting and the approval of  
funding bills from senator’s priorities. 

Still to be determined is the impact of  federal 
dollars on the state. Several pandemic - caused 
revenue streams will be available and lawmak-
ers need to follow the federal guidelines on their 
use, when they become available.

Nebraska’s budget is in good hands with a 
very thoughtful nine-member committee setting 
the pace. Let’s hope their colleagues and the 
Governor respect that.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Caregivers and property tax payers
likely big winners in budget outcome

Recently I have been traveling the Good 
Life. As you might imagine, I always 
treasure these opportunities to visit with 
Nebraskans.

During the first week of  a two-week 
state work period, I met with many people, 
organizations, and businesses in eastern 
Nebraska to find out how I can best advo-
cate for them in the U.S. Senate. 

I’d like to share some of  what we dis-
cussed with you. 

On Wednesday, March 31, I stopped by 
KLIN in Lincoln to talk with Jack Mitchell 
about the importance of  bipartisanship in 
the Senate. Nebraska has a long tradition 
of  respecting the rights of  minority views 
in the Unicameral, and I have been con-
cerned about recent attempts in Washing-
ton to abolish the filibuster, the greatest 
protection the political minority has in 
Congress. 

As old as Nebraska’s tradition of  bipar-
tisanship is, the filibuster is even older. It 
would be a mistake for Democrats to abol-
ish it the moment they find themselves 
back in power. The federal government 
could learn from how we do things here in 
Nebraska.

That same day, I also talked with UNL 
Chancellor Ronnie Green and the Vice 
Chancellor of  the Institute of  Agriculture 
and Natural Resources (IANR), Michael 
Boehm. 

They have exciting 
plans for UNL, and 
Innovation Campus 
in particular. I talked 
about the great work 
going on at IANR 
and Innovation 
Campus in my last 
column, and I look 
forward to working 
with UNL to help 
them achieve their 
goals.

On Thursday, April 
1, I drove up to Blair, 
where I visited a few 
local businesses, 
including Blair Meat 
Market and Prairie 
Star Botanicals. 

Also among my 
stops were Bra-Ta 
Boutique, an ador-

able clothing store named after a combi-
nation of  the names of  the owners’ two 
children, Braden and Taylor, and Butch’s 
Deli, where I had the best chicken salad 
sandwich. 

And I stopped by the Washington County 
Food Pantry at Joseph’s Coat.  Denise God-
dard and her team of  wonderful volunteers 
have done an outstanding job of  caring for 
their community over the past year during 
COVID-19 and are wonderful examples of  
neighbor helping neighbor during tough 
times. 

It was an honor to talk with them about 
their work.

One of  my favorite visits was to The 
Chocolate Season, a chocolate and coffee 
shop in South Lincoln. 

I loved the chance to try owner Erika 
Jensen’s products and I learned a little 
about the innovation and science involved 
in her delicious creations. We talked about 
how the pandemic has affected small shops 
like hers. 

Like many small business owners, she 
had to rethink and replan her business 
model last year, and she’s looking forward 
to making 2021 their best year yet.

I believe that maintaining an active, 
open dialogue with Nebraskans from all 
walks of  life is one of  the most important 
things I can do as your U.S. senator. While 
on the road in the state, I tour schools and 
businesses and I often meet privately with 
individual Nebraskans about challenges 
they may be facing. 

Building and maintaining good rela-
tionships is also why I have written this 
column nearly every week for over 15 
years, starting my first week in the Ne-
braska Legislature. These columns are 
my way of  keeping you up to date on my 
work – but also sharing the treasures and 
hidden gems of  our state and showcasing 
the entrepreneurship and creativity of  the 
work of  our people.

I also want to remind you that if  I don’t 
get the chance to visit with you in person 
when I’m in the state, please know that you 
can always reach out to my staff. We have 
offices in Scottsbluff, Kearney, Omaha, and 
Lincoln. We look forward to hearing from 
you.

On the 
road in eastern

Nebraska

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. took office a 
little over two months ago.  In his inaugural 
address, President Biden dedicated himself  to 
“bringing America together.”  In the weeks since 
then, he has charted a very different course.  
Instead of  governing by building consensus, he 
has aggressively pushed a far-left agenda.  He re-
fused to compromise with Republicans on stimu-
lus legislation.  Instead, he signed a coronavirus 
spending package that bailed out Blue states at 

the expense of  states like 
Nebraska that had taken a 
better approach to the pan-
demic.  He has also sup-
ported corporate bullying 
of  states that pass laws he 
doesn’t like.  The Presi-
dent’s early actions have 
been divisive rather than 
unifying, and they fail to 
respect the rights of  states 
in our federal system of  
government.

As President Biden 
forges ahead with a nar-
rowly partisan agenda, 
the State of  Nebraska will 
vigilantly guard our state’s 
freedom.  When the Obama 
Administration tried to 
claim powers belonging 
to the states, we success-
fully fought back in court.  

Nebraskans can expect us to take the same 
approach to the Biden Administration when its 
actions violate the rights we cherish.  Here are a 
few of  President Biden’s early initiatives that we 
are closely following.
Federal Takeover of  State Elections

The number one priority of  Congressional 
Democrats is HR 1, which would lead to a federal 
takeover of  elections.  Right now, elections are 
managed by the states.  In Nebraska, we set the 
rules that we believe are best for Nebraska.  Our 

state election laws have consistently overseen 
free and fair elections.  Democrats want to erode 
the measures that ensure election integrity in 
our state through a federal takeover.
Squashing Religious Freedom

President Biden has made the passage of  the 
Equality Act one of  his top priorities for Con-
gress.  Don’t let the name of  the bill fool you.  
This bill is not about treating people fairly.  It’s 
an unprecedented attempt to punish Americans 
who have deeply held pro-life beliefs and tra-
ditional values on gender and sexuality.  At its 
core, the bill is an assault on religious freedom.  
It specifically deprives Americans of  protec-
tions guaranteed by the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA) of  1993. 

For example, the Equality Act would expand 
the legal definition of  discrimination on the 
basis of  sex to include pregnancy.  Nurses or 
doctors refusing to perform abortions would 
risk being sued for “pregnancy discrimination.”  
Under the Equality Act, medical professionals 
would not be able to claim their right of  reli-
gious freedom as grounds for refusing to kill 
a preborn baby.  Again, that’s because the law 
strips away the legal protections of  RFRA—a 
law that passed on a vote of  97-3 in the U.S. Sen-
ate. 
Expanding Abortions

While Nebraska has been strengthening 
protections for the unborn, the Biden-Harris 
Administration is heading in the opposite 
direction.  Early indications suggest President 
Biden is going to lead the most pro-abortion 
administration in American history.  On Janu-
ary 28th, President Biden ended the Mexico 
City policy.  This policy has been in effect under 
pro-life administrations beginning with Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and bans U.S. foreign aid 
for non-governmental family planning agencies 
that perform or promote abortions.  By discon-
tinuing the policy, the Biden Administration is 
authorizing taxpayer dollars to fund abortions 
around the world.  The Biden Administration is 

also rewriting Title X rules to again allow the 
flow of  federal tax dollars to abortion clinics. 
Weakening Property Rights

In January, President Biden issued an ex-
ecutive order on the climate.  It sets a goal of  
restricting “at least 30 percent of  our lands and 
waters by 2030.”  

The President has no constitutional author-
ity to unilaterally restrict these lands, and this 
would potentially deprive people of  their prop-
erty rights.  It would also harm small towns and 
rural communities. 

Our farmers and ranchers are the original 
conservationists.  An ethic of  responsible stew-
ardship is ingrained in our state’s ag culture.  
For example, our state has become a global 
leader in agricultural irrigation while success-
fully managing our water resources—all with-
out federal intervention.  

Nebraska has more irrigated acres of  land 
than any other state, and we also rank first 
nationally in groundwater abundance.  We have 
a track record of  successfully managing our 
natural resources through responsible self-
government.
Trampling on Gun Rights

In the wake of  recent tragedies in Atlanta 
and Boulder, President Biden is attempting 
to build momentum for new gun control mea-
sures.  The President should work to address 
the underlying causes of  violence in our com-
munities rather than trying to roll back the 
right to bear arms.  This right is guaranteed by 
the U.S. Constitution and reasserted in Article 
I of  the Nebraska Constitution.  Banning guns 
will not solve the problem.  Nebraska is a pro-
Second Amendment state, and we will stand up 
against any attempt by the federal government 
to impede our freedoms through restrictive gun 
regulations.

In our federal system of  government, the 50 
states have freedom to adopt different policies 
best suited to their unique needs.  President 
Biden needs to respect our rights.

Right now we’re fighting for Our rights
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Further on, he switched to 
one’s lasting legacy. 

“What am I leaving for 
legacy? I have taken care of  
young people. I have lived a 
good life. I have done what God 
has told me to do, but now I’m 
in a situation in life that says 
my life has come to an end. Are 
people going to remember me? 
Are they going to remember 
you? Am I a grouchy, cranky 
old person that just alienates 
every person around me? 
Am I a caring, cheery loving 
person? Do I love to play with 
my grandkids and have lots of  
parties? Do I love to have all 
my kids come over?

“What have we done with 
our lives that says that? I 
want people to remember 
me for my kindness, for my 
love, outgoing, enthusiastic 
willingness to be able to help 
somebody else that maybe is 
not as fortunate.”

“How you are is between 
you and God,” he said, near 
the end of  nearly an hour-long 
program. “God knows your 
heart. God knows what you’ve 
been through. God knows 
every thought in your heart 
and mind,” Safford said. “But 

From Page One
Ladies

most importantly, how do you 
let other people know what 
those thoughts are?”

What’s important, he said, 
is how the decisions we make 
control our lives, while we 
have time on this earth how we 
affect the lives of  other people?

“Most importantly, think of  
the legacy that you will leave 
with those thoughts in your 
mind.”

Safford was joined on this 
night by his wife Loretta to 
whom he has been married 
for more than 50 years. For 
the past 15 years he has been 
involved in multiple lines of  
motivational speaking.

Safford has connections 
in Elgin, having become 
friends years ago with the 
late Leonard Hoefer while 
sharing a hospital room. That 
friendship led to hunting and 
fishing trips and the building 
of  close ties with the Hoefer 
family. Present to hear him 
speak was Leonard’s wife, 
Juan Hoefer.

Preparations will soon begin 
for next year’s event when 
the ladies of  Elgin and the 
surrounding area will once 
again be treated.

a few that jumped out as a big no for me and some that I was a 
bit skeptical about. However I did find one profile that made me 
think we could be friends. So I sent her a message and waited for 
a response… and waited, and waited, and waited.

A week flew by and there was still no response. So I lost hope 
and thought maybe it was time to start looking for a roommate. 
Just then, a message came up on my instagram. And you’ll never 
guess who it was… It was the same girl, Sammy, that I messaged 
on the roommate finder. 

She explained how she couldn’t get her message to work but 
thought that we could be good roommates next year. 

And just like that, I met not only a roommate, but a new friend. 
So we added each other on Snapchat and have started to get to 
know each other a bit more, including that she is from Colorado! 
I can’t wait to meet her in person and start our freshman year 
together. 

From Page Three
View

Austin Meis was just one of many servers. E-R photo/DMorgan

George F. Sprout, 92, of  Elgin, passed away on Monday, April 12, 
2021 at Arbor Care Center and Rehab in Neligh, NE. 

Funeral services will be 10:30 a.m., Friday, April 16, 2020 at 
the Park Congregational-UCC Church, rural Elgin, with Rev. Dr. 
Rebecca McNeil officiating. 

Interment will follow in the Park Cemetery with Military Rites 
conducted by American Legion Post #229 of  Elgin and the Army 
Funeral Honor Guard. 

Visitation will be from 5-7 p.m., Thursday at Levander Funeral 
Home in Elgin. 

Levander Funeral Home of  Elgin is in charge of  arrangements.

Death Notice



senior quesitonnaire
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
Notice is hereby given that R&T 

Ag, L.L.C. (the “Company”) has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. The 
address of the designated office 
is 83661 515th Avenue, Elgin, 
Nebraska 68636. The name 
and address of the Company’s 
registered agent for service of 
process is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756. 

Notice of Organization — R&T Ag, L.L.C.
The general nature of the 

business to be transacted is 
to engage in any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. 

This Company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on February 22, 2021 
and its existence shall be 

perpetual. The affairs of the 
Company are to be managed by 
one or more managers. R&T AG, 
L.L.C. 

Martin V. Klein 
Doerr & Klein, P.C. 

101 W. 4th Street 
P.O. Box 166 

Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190 

PUBLISH: March 31, April 7 & 
14, 2021
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings
April 5, 2021

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, April 
5, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the 
meeting to order, and announced 
the location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, 
Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• March regular and special 
meetings minutes, treasurer’s 
report, transaction report, and 
paying the claims      

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 98.77; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 55.23; The Elgin Review, 
print, 54.30; APPEARA, su, 
77.24; Bank of Elgin, ins, 
2250.00; Black Hill Energy, 
se, 230.76; Brenda Reikofski, 
se, 130.00; Fizgerald, Vetter, 
Temple, Bartell and Henderson, 
se, 748.16; Deans Market, su, 
30.34; CORE Development, 
dues, 200.00; Antelope County 
Clerk, se, 47.67 ; Google, se, 
9.63; US Post Office, su, 7.00; 
Prudential, retirement, 485.61; 
US Treasury, tax, 2288.48; NE 
Dept of Revenue, tax, 966.47; 
Nebraska UC Fund, tax, 57.39; 
Payroll, 2980.02

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
1863.05

STREET: ERPPD, se, 954.05; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.28; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 71.21; 
Hometown Station, su, 255.29; 
SappBros, su, 109.53; Corner 
Service & Tire, LLC., su, 528.48; 
NAPA Auto Parts, su, 14.33; To 
Paving Fund, se, 4000.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 153.24; Payroll, 
1869.46

WATER: ERPPD, se, 845.65; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.27; 

Great Plains Communications, 
se, 47.41; NE Public Health Lab, 
test, 291.00; One Call Concepts, 
se, 4.41; Akrs Equipment, su, 
77.82; Carquest of Neligh, su, 
60.09; Beckman Lumber, su, 
152.35; US Post Office, su, 
117.45; NE Dept of Revenue, 
tax, 445.16; To Kara Funk Acct, 
on acct, 100.00; Payroll, 3738.92

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 874.02; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.93; One Call Concepts, 
se, 4.41Midwest Labs, test, 
192.05; Elgin Pharmacy, su, 
10.69; Municipal Service & 
Supply Company, rpr, 2661.80; 
MidAmerican Research 
Chemical, rpr, 975.11; US Post 
Office, su, 36.00; NE Dept of 
Revenue, tax, 159.94; Payroll, 
1436.76

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 170.51; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 59.33; APPEARA, su, 77.24; 
Travelers; RMD, ins, 2281.00; 
ECHO Group, Inc, su, 45.50; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 512.69

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00; J.P. Cooke Co, su, 
79.54; US Post Office, su, 43.00

TRASH PICKUP/
RECYCLING: Bud’s Sanitary 
Service, se, 4833.00; Betty 
Moser, rent, 100.00; US Post 
Office, su, 36.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 60.61; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 13.99; The 
Elgin Review, print, 300.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 31.49; 
Bank of Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 79.66; 
The Elgin Review, print, 15.75; 
Beckman Lumber, su, 21.00; 
Payroll, 432.71

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 60.11; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 179.47; Amazon, bks, 538.96; 
Dianne Gunderson, su, 22.40; 
Collaborative Summer Library 
Program, su, 52.24; Black Hills 
Energy, se, 122.53; Payroll, 
1134.84

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 31.50
RESCUE UNIT: Quick Med 

Claims, se, 247.05
• Donation to Evening at the 

Museum featuring Elgin

• Special designated liquor 
license for the Bullarama on 
June 11, 2021

• Refinance the pool bond
• Garet Schindler to the fire 

department
• Hire Hayley Stamp assistant 

pool manager/lifeguard and Lexi 
Bode lifeguard

• Donation to the Elgin Diamond 
Boosters

• Purchase of a new lawn 
mower

• Building permits: Jenny 
Mitteis, Capital Select, LLC, 
Macaib Hoefer

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Financial/Managerial Water 
System Assessment

• Snow removal and trash 
pickup at 300 W Pine Street

• Prohibited dogs
• Sewer issues at 106 Moccasin 

Street
• Review Antelope County 

Local Emergency Operations 
Plan (LEOP)

• Library addition
• $20,000.00 grant received for 

library addition
• Summer maintenance help to 

clean park bathhouse
• Chemicals for the pool are 

limited
• Sweeping streets on regular 

basis
• Sheriff’s report-100 hours and 

46 minutes and 5-911 calls in 
January; 78 hours and 26 minutes 
and 2-911 calls in February; 110 
hours and 16 minutes and 6-911 
calls in March

• Dumpsters confirmed for 
community clean-up day April 
29, 2021

• Control panel placed on well-
77

• Audit received and submitted 
to State of Nebraska

• Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, May 3, 2021

Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:49 p.m.

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: April 14, 2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

NOTICE
The Antelope County Histori-

cal Society will hold its quarterly 
meeting on Sunday, April 25, 
2021 at 2:00 PM at the Antelope 
County Museum, 410 L Street, 
Neligh, NE  68756.  An agenda 
is posted at the museum and 
may be viewed during regular 
business hours.  The meeting is 
opened to the public.
PUBLISH: April 14, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting 
— Antelope County 
Historical Society

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
April 6th, 2021

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the March 9th, 2021 
BOC Meeting.  Correspondence 
was reviewed.

Quarterly Jail Inspection.
Approved two (2) Improvement 

Grants and one (1) Promotional 
Grant.

Made appointment to Antelope 
County Visitors Committee.

Approved warranty extension 
on camera equipment. Approved 
Catastrophic Medical Plan. Clerk 
of the District Court March Fee 

Report.
Zoning Administrator Report. 

Opened RFP grant proposals, 
tabled decision. Approved void-
ing all previous actions regarding 
RFP proposals.  Zoning Permit 
Report was reviewed.  Approved 
two (2) Administrative Plat.

Approved creating COVID 
Fund Resolution for revenue 
placement.

Opened Bids for Elgin South-
east Culvert Project and Orchard 
NE Bridge Project.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Opened dump truck sealed 
bids, numbers to be reviewed– 
tabled decision.  Approved 11 
underground permits, two (2) 
access permits, and one Over-
size permit. Discussed road 

obstructions and public notice. 
Approved Road Department to 
access a telephone number for 
messages and Facebook page 
for posting of work/road projects. 
Motion to deep core a couple of 
stretches for base establishment. 
Discussed other road and bridge 
issues.

Discussion of 30 x 30 Land 
Grab. No action.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: April 14, 2021
ZNEZ

TO: All Antelope County 
Landowners

Referencing Nebraska State 
Statutes 39-301, 39-302, 39-
1811, 39-1812, and 39-1813.

You are informed that the An-
telope County Board of Com-
missioners adopted the follow-
ing resolution at their April 13th, 
2021 board meeting: 

WHEREAS, in 2008 the An-
telope County Board of Super-
visors passed a resolution re-
garding obstructions in Antelope 
County Road rights of way, it is 
the Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners intention to up-
date said resolution; and 

WHEREAS the Antelope 
County Board of Commissioners 
has received evidence that un-
authorized fences, crops, trees, 
shrubs, weeds, tall grass, berms, 
trash, equipment and other ob-
structions placed within the pub-
lic rights-of-way maintained by 
Antelope County cause hazards 
that endanger motorists, County 
employees, and County equip-
ment, and interfere with the prop-
er maintenance of the roadway, 

especially during road mainte-
nance, construction, and snow 
removal operations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that Antelope County 
shall, after first giving reasonable 
notice to the affected landowner, 
exercise its right to remove haz-
ards from the public rights-of-way 
except that no notice shall need 
to be given during snow removal 
operations or emergency opera-
tions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road De-
partment employees shall iden-
tify and document such hazards, 
shall provide ten days written 
notice to any affected landowner 
to remove the hazards from the 
right-of-way, and, if such hazards 
remain within the right-of-way ten 
days after Antelope County gives 
such notice to any affected land-
owner, shall remove the hazards, 
returning all salvaged materials 
to the affected landowner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that Antelope County Road De-
partment employees shall in-
voice the costs of the removal of 

the hazards to the affected land-
owner, including the cost of labor 
and machine use.

Dated this 13th day of April, 
2021.

You are further notified that the 
County Board of Commissioners 
intends that the above resolu-
tion shall be enforced, and that 
any person may make a proper 
complaint regarding a violation 
of the above resolution to the 
Commissioner(s) or Road Su-
perintendent.

Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners

39-302 Roads; sprinkler irriga-
tion system; restrictions; viola-
tions; penalty.

A sprinkler irrigation system 
which due to location or design 
diverts, or is capable of divert-
ing, water onto or across a public 
road so as to saturate, wash, or 
impair the maintenance, con-
struction, or pass ability of such 
public road or allows water to ac-
cumulate on the roadway or trav-
eled surface of the public road 
shall be equipped with a device 
which will automatically shut off 
the end gun of the irrigation sys-
tem causing such diversion or 
accumulation of water. Any per-
son who fails to comply with this 
section shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be guilty of a Class IV 
misdemeanor, except that sec-
tion 39-301 shall be controlling 
with respect to mechanical mal-
functions and normal weather 
conditions.

39-1811 Weeds; mowing; duty 
of landowner; neglect of duty; 
obligation of county board; cost; 
assessment and collection.

(1) It shall be the duty of the 
landowners in this state to mow 
all weeds that can be mowed 
with the ordinary farm mower to 
the middle of all public roads and 
drainage ditches running along 
their lands at least twice each 
year, namely, sometime in July 
for the first time and sometime in 
September for the second time. 
PUBLISH: April 14, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Landowners — Antelope County

Support Our 
Local 

Merchants!
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Clean up days
in Petersburg
starts Friday

Support Our Merchants!

The Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA) and the 
Nebraska State College System (NSCS) announced the 15,358 
recipients of  the inaugural 2020-2021 Nebraska State Colleges 
Multi-Activity Student Award. Among those on the list are a 
large number of  students from Elgin Public and Pope John 
Central Catholic high schools.

The award recognizes students in grades 9-12 who 
participate in at least three NSAA sanctioned activities during 
the academic year. 

The Multi-Activity Student Award is based solely on each 
member school’s eligibility list submitted through the NSAA 
website. Each high school student who meets the NSAA 
eligibility criteria will be recognized and awarded a certificate 
of  achievement.

Recognized from Elgin High School were Nicolas Anderson, 
Baylee Busteed, Theanna Dunn, David Durre, Kadance 

EPS, PJCC students among those chosen for 20-21
Nebraska State Colleges Multi-Activity Student Awards

Dworak, Keyera Eisenhauer, Joseph Getzfred, Austin Good, 
William Heilhecker, Brian Heithoff, Blake Henn, Ethan Hinkle, 
Corbin Kinney, Myles Kittelson, Collin Lindgren, Jordan 
Lindgren, Dylon Lueking, Brenna Martinsen, Kristopher 
Moreno, Camryn Pelster, River Romej, Isabella Smidt, Gage 
Thiessen, Abriel VonBonn, Jackson Wemhoff  and Colton 
Wright.

Chosen from Pope John were Jack Barlow, Sharon Bartak, 
Carter Beckman, Harlie Bode, Lexi Bode, Linus Borer, Layne 
Bullock, Alyssa Burenheide, Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne 
Charf, Matthew Dilly, Jamie Dozler, Abby Hemenway, Samuel 
Hemenway, Paiton Hoefer, Cale Kinney, Kirsten Krebs, 
Jazmine McNally, Brooklyn Meis, Skyler Meis, Emily Mlnarik, 
Dylon Parks, Marissa Preister, Kaylee Ramold, Skylar 
Reestman, Natalie Reicks, Elise Ruterbories, Emma Lea 
Ruterbories and Allyson Selting.

By Jessie Reestman and
Dennis Morgan

Support for the Antelope 
County Historical Society’s 
(ACHS) July event celebrating 
Elgin came in the form of  a 
grant.

The Antelope County 
Commissioners approved a 
promotional grant for $350 
to be used to promote “An 
Evening at the Museum” 
celebrating the rich history of  
Elgin.

The event will be held on 
Saturday, July 3, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. To be held one day 
before Independence Day, 
the three-hour event will 
capture Elgin’s past with 
historical presentations, 
displays and a 15 to 20-minute 
video presentation now being 
developed by Elgin Review Co-
Publisher Lynell Morgan.

Also approved during the 
meeting was an improvement 
grant for ACHS in the amount 
of  $1,500 to update the Native 
American display at the 

County awards grant for Elgin’s ‘Evening at the Museum’
museum. Another grant, $1,750 
was approved for the Royal 
Roping Club.

Much of  the rest of  the 
meeting focused on bids.

One project was the Elgin 
Southeast Culvert Project. 
Bids were received from Kokes 
Construction of  Ord, Husker 
Engineering of  Burwell, and 
Rutjens Construction. The 
apparent low bid was $147,201 
from Kokes Construction with 
a start date of  Sept. 13. No 
action was taken as the project 
is on hold as an agreement 
needs to be reached with a new 
land owner. 

The bids are good for 45 
days from the time they were 
opened. Also at the meeting, 
no action was taken on four 
bids received for a road bypass 
project near Ashfall. 

County Road Superintendent 
Aaron Boggs also presented 
sealed bids for dump trucks. 
Action on the bids is expected 
to take place at the April 13 
meeting in Neligh.

Later in the meeting, a 
number of  underground 
permits were approved for 
Jack Allemang, Schumacher/
Wilkinson, ERPPD, RW 
Communications and Two 
Rivers Irrigation; and access 
permits for Beverly Becker and 
Jerry Behnk; and an overside 
permit for Barnhart Crane & 
Rigging.

The commissioners may 
soon be sending out notices 

about crops being planted in 
right-of-ways causing a safety 
issue. 

Before the meeting closed, 
Boggs suggested a land phone 
line as a centralized phone 
number so he can retrieve 
messages. Also, possibly 
creating a Facebook page to 
update road projects, etc., as 
a way to reach out to county 
residents. 

Clean up days in 
Petersburg (for residential 
properties) will be held 
Friday through Sunday, 
April 16-18.

Petersburg residents 
may drop off  items free of  
charge during the three-day 
event as roll off  dumpsters 
will be located on Main 
Street.

Items accepted are 
lumber, plastic, siding, 
couches, TVs, microwaves, 
mattresses and (as long 
as gas and oil have been 
removed) lawnmowers.

Items NOT to be placed 
in dumpsters are yard 
waste, oil, gas, household 
chemicals, tires, paint, 
batteries, dehumidifiers 
and lawn pesticides.

a BA from the University of  
Washington, Seattle, plus an 
MA and PhD from Columbia 
University, New York. Shirley 
was a retired Professor of  
Education at the University of  
Nebraska in Lincoln. 

In accordance with 
Kreutz Bennett’s wishes, a 
Fund Advisory Committee 
composed of  her nieces and 
nephews recommends grants 
in three areas: planning for 
accreditation grants to support 

From Page One
Grant

steps taken toward gaining 
accreditation; enhancement 
grants to improve library 
services; and facilities grants 
for new construction or the 
renovation, restoration or 
rehabilitation of  current 
libraries.

In total, the Fund has had an 
over $665,000 impact on Greater 
Nebraska communities with 
populations under 3,000 and 
dozens of  public libraries 
across the state.

The first half  of  the 2020 Real 
Estate and Personal Property 
Tax is due.

According to Antelope 
County Treasurer Deb 
Branstiter, since the 
courthouse will be closed 
for Arbor Day on Friday, 
April 30, first half  taxes will 
become delinquent on May 4. 
If  remitting by mail, payment 
must be postmarked by May 3, 
2021.

To avoid lines, taxpayers are 
encouraged to please mail real 
estate/personal property taxes, 
drop in drop box on south side 
of  the courthouse by double 
doors or pay online. Please 
include tax stubs and your 
phone number with payment.

Taxes may be viewed 
and paid online at www.
nebraskataxesonline.us 
by credit card or echeck. 
Payments can be mailed to 
Antelope County Treasurer, PO 
Box 227, Neligh, NE 68756.

First half of
property taxes
not delinquent
til May 4

It Pays To 
Advertise!
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TALES
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This, that &
some more

Just a few random thoughts 
from the past seven days. Good 
things, bad things and not 
so sure what to think about 
things. Caution: what you are 
about to read, some might find 
disturbing and some might find 
humorous.

*****
First the disturbing stuff. 

Got my second COVID shot 
Thursday, then woke up Friday 
with a pounding headache that 
didn’t go away til Saturday. 
I’ve heard headaches, fatigue, 
soreness in the arm are just 
some of  the side effects of  the 
shot. The headache was bad 
enough I spent most of  Friday 
unable to work. If  that’s the 
price to pay to beat COVID, I’ll 
gladly pay it. Yet, I still believe 
its an individual’s choice to 
make. This plague has been 
around for more than a year 

and there 
are still 
more 
questions 
than 
answers. 
I’m doing 
what’s 
best for 
me, you 
do what’s 
best for 
you.

***** 
“Every 

shot is 
history,” 
the TV 
announ-
cer said 
as Hideki 
Matsu-
yama 

won the 2021 Masters Golf  
Tournament Sunday. He won 
with a score of  -10 over 72 
holes, one shot better than 
phenom Will Zalatoris.

American Xander Schauffele, 
whom he was paired with on 
the final day, congratulated the 
Japanese golfer who became 
the first from his country to 
win the tournament.

What caught my eye, among 
many things, were images of  
the tournament and a bit of  
history. The fans around the 
18th green, cheered behind 
COVID masks as Hideki walked 
up the final fairway. The 
cheers grew louder, moments 
later, when his putt found the 
bottom of  the hole. The gallery, 
consisting of  a majority of  
Americans, cheered Japan’s 
new hero. There were hugs 
from Jordan Spieth and other 
golfers who had finished 
earlier, fist bumps from fans 
behind the ropes for this man 
as he walked towards the 
clubhouse. 

Matsuyama is not a 
nationality, not a color, he is 
just a golfer, just a man.

I write these words because 
80 years ago Japan was our 
enemy whom we waged war 
against after they bombed 
Pearl Harbor. My father 
served during World War II, 
he was among the troops who 
liberated the concentration 
camps in Germany. After VE 
Day, he came home July 4, 1945, 
uncertain whether he would be 
part of  an invasion of  Japan. 
Then came Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki and the war was over.

We then rebuilt Japan after 
the war and the rest is history. 
The Japanese economy is 
strong, ours is stronger. We are 
friends. The past is behind us. 

All that was on display Sun-
day when Americans cheered 
an Asian winning the Masters. 
It made me even more proud to 
call myself  an American.

*****
One thing about April, it 

seems like you can never get 
two or three days of  good 
weather in a row. Spent much 
of  Tuesday at a track meet in 
Battle Creek. The sun was out, 
the wind was blowing, typical 
for a track meet in April.

On Thursday the sun hid 
behind the clouds when the 
Wolfpack golf  team competed 
at Summerland Golf  Course 
near Ewing. Paiton Hoefer was 
one shot better than Skylar 
Reestman over nine holes 
as they led EPPJ to an easy 
victory over Summerland. 
The weather wasn’t cold, but 
it wasn’t warm either and the 
sun didn’t come out till near 
the end of  the afternoon.

We’ve got some good golfers 
who should put together better 
scores when the weather 

See TALES, Page 12

The Wolfpack golf  team competed Thursday at Ewing. Paiton 
Hoefer had the lowest score on the course with a 47 over nine 
holes. 

Senior Skylar Reestman was second with a 48. 
Other varsity scores for the Wolfpack were Austin Good 51, 

Linus Borer 57 and Layne Bullock 63. 
As a team, EPPJ shot a 203 to win the event, Summerland was 

second at 231. No score was available for the third team, Cham-
bers/Wheeler Central 

On the JV level, Ethan Hinkle shot a 63. Brian Heithoff  and 
Isabella Smidt both shot 63 playing from the junior tees. 

Next up for the Wolfpack is an invitational Wednesday (today) 
at Summerland.

On Saturday, they will compete at the Plainview Invite.

Hoefer leads EPPJ to
victory at triangular

Paiton Hoefer was medalist Thursday with a nine-hole score of 47. E-R photo/DMorgan

Austin Good lines up a putt on Hole #5 at Summerland. He finished 
with a 51. E-R photo/DMorgan
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warms up. Just when that happens is anyone’s guess.
*****

If  you don’t have any plans this weekend, consider catching the 
PJCC students performing the Broadway musical “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie.” Under the direction of  Christiana Koeppe, 
the students have been practicing whenever they could on the 
musical which is set in New York in the 1920s. The three lead 
roles are played by Trista Hemenway, Linus Borer and Allyson 
Selting with her performance of  “It’s Sad to be all alone in the 
World.” Each stand out in their respective roles.  

Lynell and I had a chance to watch a dress rehearsal last week 
and we were impressed. 

If  you like song and dance with a dash of  romance, then you 
will want to catch one of  the performances, either on Friday 
or Saturday night. Contact the school for advance tickets or 
purchase them at the door.

With all the things students participate in today, PJCC should 
be commended for giving students a chance to show off  their 
acting, vocal and dance skills on the stage.

From Page 11
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BATTLE CREEK — The 
Wolfpack track teams 
encountered tougher com-
petition last week, competing 
at the Battle Creek Invite.

Breezy winds accompanied 
sunshine and early spring 
temperatures. Teams from 
Battle Creek, Norfolk Catholic 
and O’Neill dominated the girls 

division. EPPJ 
placed ninth in 
the 12 team field 
with six points. 
Battle Creek 
won with 141 
points, Norfolk 
Catholic was 
second with 120 
and O’Neill took 
third with 115.5. 
Sophomore 
Skyler Meis 
finished fourth 
in the triple 

jump and the 3200 meter relay 
team placed fifth to account for 
the Wolfpack points in the final 
standings.

For the boys, freshman Myles 
Kittelson leaped over 19’ to 
break the record he set one 

week earlier. Kittelson & Co. 
finished with seven points. 
Winning the boys division was 
Battle Creek with 172 points, 
Norfolk Catholic was the only 
other team to top 100 with 103 
points.

Results were:
Girls

100 meter dash — 1. Paytyn 
Taake, BC, 13.00 seconds

200 meter dash — 1. Paytyn 
Taake, BC, 27.01 seconds

400 meter dash — 1. Blair 
Gutshall, ONL, 1:03.07

800 meter run — 1. Meg 
Schluns, ONL, 2:30.16

1600 meter run — 1. Cali 
Gutz, OS, 6:09.90

3200 meter run — 1. Brittani 
Gutz, PLN, 13:45.66

100 meter hurdles — 1. 
Brianna Zohner, BC,15.30 
seconds

300 meter hurdles — 1. Carly 
Marshall, NCAT, 47.95 seconds

400 meter relay — 1. O’Neill, 
51.70 seconds

1600 meter relay — 1. O’Neill, 
4:23.30; 8. EPPJ (Brenna Mar-
tinsen, Theanna Dunn, Elise 
Ruterbories, Skyler Meis), 
4:49.20

3200 meter relay — 1. 
Elkhorn Valley, 11:09.10; 
5. EPPJ (Marissa Preister, 
Sharon Bartak, Baylee 
Busteed, Keyera Eisenhauer), 
12:33.80

High jump — 1. Clarie 
Rasmussen, PLN, 4’11”

Pole vault — 1. Mya Zohner, 
BC, 10’

Long jump — 1. Renee 
Brummels, BC, 18’4”

Triple jump — 1. Renee 
Brummels, BC, 37’2.5”; 4. 
Skyler Meis, EPPJ, 31’10”

Shot put — 1. Mary Fennessy, 
NCAT, 39’6”

Discus — 1. Mary Fennessy, 
NCAT, 134’

Skyler
Meis

Wolfpack senior Harlie Bode had the farthest throw among EPPJ competitors in the discus. E-R photos/DMorgan

Kittelson, Meis lead EPPJ at Battle Creek Invite
Boys

100 meter dash — 1. Jackson 
Clausen, NCAT, 10.70 seconds

200 meter dash — 1. Jackson 
Clausen, NCAT, 22.64 seconds

400 meter dash — 1. Gabe 
Escalante, WINS, 52.69 seconds

800 meter run — 1. Johnson 
Chishiba, OS, 2:11.90; 4. Myles 
Kittelson, EPPJ, 2:19.40

1600 meter run — 1. Kolter 
VanPelt, ST, 4:52.40

3200 meter run — 1. Ben 
Hammond, NCAT, 10:50.94

110 meter hurdles — 1. Baron 
Buckendahl, BC, 15.90 seconds

300 meter hurdles — 1. Baron 
Buckendahl, BC, 43.70 seconds

400 meter relay — 1. Stanton, 
45.10 seconds

1600 meter relay — 1. 
Osmond, 3:41.90; 6. EPPJ 
(Colton Wright, Corbin 
Kinney, Jack Wemhoff, Myles 
Kittelson), 3:52.70

3200 meter relay — 1. Battle 
Creek, 8:51.90; 7. EPPJ (Collin 
Lindgren, Gage Thiessen, Nick 
Anderson, Jordan Lindgren), 
9:53.10

High jump — 1. Landon 
Olson, BC, 6’2”

Pole vault — 1. Adam Miller, 
12’

Long jump — 1. Landon 

Olson, BC, 22’4.5”; 5. Myles 
Kittelson, EPPJ, 19’6”

Triple jump — 1. Boden Obst, 
BC, 41’4.5”

Shot put — 1. Kade Pieper, 
NCAT, 53’6.5”

Discus — 1. Jennings 
Christopher, ONL, 147’2”

The Antelope County 
Assessor’s office announced 
that the personal property tax 
return due date is May 1, 2021.

A depreciation schedule is 
required when filing. Filing 
can be completed in person, 
faxing depreciation schedule 
to (402) 887-4215 or emailing 
the schedule to assessor@
antelopecounty.org.

For additional information 
contact the assessor’s office at 
(402) 887-4515.

With a leap of 19’6”, Myles Kit-
telson broke his own Wolfpack 
record in the long jump.Personal property

tax return due no
later than May 1
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the work of  government in the State of  Nebraska, amounting to 
around $1.6 billion for the upcoming fiscal year. The budget also 
calls for just over $1 billion dollars for the state TEEOSA pro-
gram, which is the state aid program for schools. For the most 
part, only the largest school districts in the state, in urban areas, 
will benefit from these dollars. 

As always, feel free to contact my office with any comments or 
questions on legislation and issues facing Nebraskans. My office 
phone is (402)471-2631, and my email is tbriese@leg.ne.gov.


