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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 70 degrees recorded 
on April 9. The low was 18 
degrees on April 8. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
April 4 60 36  
April 5 57 38  
April 6 57 33  
April 7 57 25    
April 8 53 18    
April 9 70 37  
April 10 59 28    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for April ................ .. 0.04
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.72

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Ordinance #666 — City of  
Elgin

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners 

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

Notice — Wheeler Central 
Board of  Education

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

School board to act 
on resignations,
hiring new teacher
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County looking
at updating
comp plan

PETERSBURG — For many years until 
their retirement, Kyle and Deb Warren 
worked tirelessly to help ‘develop’ Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic Junior/Se-
nior High School into one of  the finest 
schools around.

On Sunday night, with family and 
friends by their side, the Warrens were 
recognized for their efforts with the pre-
sentation of  the Roncalli Award at the 36th 
Annual Pope John Development Dinner.

Held Sunday evening, April 10, at 
Werner Hall in Petersburg, close to 200 
persons stood and applauded the Warrens 
when the award was announced.

This prestigious award is presented each 

Nearly 200 attend PJ Development Dinner Sunday night
A job well done! Warrens presented Roncalli Award

year to an individual or family in recog-
nition of  their long-term contribution to 
Pope John. Father Kevin Vogel presented 
this year’s award to the Warrens who both 
have been actively involved in supporting 
Catholic education for many years.

“Kyle and Deb were instrumental in 
the growth of  Catholic education at Pope 
John,” Father Vogel said. “They dedicated 
many years to Pope John, serving as ad-
vancement directors for over 10 years.”

Kyle and Deb were the first directors to 
fulfill a full-time position in the Develop-
ment office. 

During that time they were very sup-
portive of  all school and community ac-

tivities taking photos, visiting benefactors, 
as well as being visible at surrounding 
community events. 

Deb is a 1972 graduate of  Pope John, and 
both of  their children, Shauna and Chris, 
graduated from Pope John.”

This award is named after the school’s 
patron, Saint Pope John the XXIII who was 
born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli.

The evening concluded with a live auc-
tion conducted by Jonathan Temme.

Almost 200 tickets were sold for the 
event. Dave Beckman served as Master of  
Ceremonies.

See RONCALLI, Page Five

Two resignations and the 
hiring of  a new teacher are 
on the agenda for the District 
#18 Board of  Education when 
they meet tonight (April 13).

The board will act on 
the resignation of  Michael 
Becker, physical education 
instructor/head boys basket-
ball coach. Becker told The 
Elgin Review last week he has 
accepted an offer to teach at 
Norfolk Public Schools.

The other resignation on 
the agenda is for longtime 
school district employee Al-
len Beckman.

Also during the meeting, 
the board is expected to act 
on the hiring of  Amy Selting 
to fill the business/technolo-
gy position currently held by 
Krista Kravig. Kravig, who 
joined District #18 in August 
2021, submitted her resigna-
tion earlier this year.

Among other action items 
on the tentative agenda are:

• Approve trip to NYC/
Washington DC trip for ju-
niors to be taken after school 
lets out for the summer.

• Approve the second read-
ing of  NASB recommended 
policies:  Policy 204.10 Agen-
da; 204.11 Meeting Minutes; 
204.13 Virtual Conferencing 
During an Emergency; 702.02 
Budget Planning, Prepara-
tion, and Schedules; 702.03 
Budget Adoption Process; 
702.03R1; 702.03 R2; 702.03 R3

• Approve purchase of  
Math Curriculum

• Approve Graduation List
• Approve Extra Duty As-

signments
• Approve Teacher Requisi-

tions
One item of  note listed 

under ‘discussion’ will be 
a proposed cross country 
program. 

The meeting, scheduled 
to begin at 7:30 p.m. in the 
distance learning room at the 
high school, is open to the 
public.

The Elgin City Council last 
week hired a new full-time 
worker for its maintenance 
department.

Following a closed session 
which lasted just over 30 

City trash rates to rise come July
minutes, the council approved 
the hiring of  Bradley Bode.

The position had been 
advertised earlier this year. 
He will work under City 
Street Superintendent Donnie 

Poulsen, Jr.
Earlier in the meeting, the 

council approved Ordinance 
#666 which establishes new 
garbage/trash rates to reflect 
a hike increase which went 
into effect March 1 by Bud’s 
Sanitary Service.

The new rates are as follows:
Residential Rates

One person residence: 
$13.50; Two person residence: 
$14.50; Three or more person 
residence: $15.50
Business/Commercial Rates:

Business without a dumpster 
and once (1) per week pickup: 
$15.50; Business with a dump-
ster and once (1) per week 
pickup: $20.00; Business with 
a dumpster and twice (2) per 
week pickup: $38.00; Apartment 
complexes where the apartment 
complex residents do not pay 
the City for trash pickup: $38.00

In other action:
Open for ‘business’ — The 

bath house at Elgin City Park 
is now open for the season. 
The decision to do so was to 
make sure it was ready when 
the Easter Egg Hunt was held 
Saturday at the park.

License approved — Acting 
on a request by Gary Hoefer, 
proprietor of  Boomerangs’, 
the council approved a special 
designated liquor license for 
Friday evening, June 17 (the 
first night of  Vetch Days). 
Hoefer said the CVA lot behind 
the business has been rented 
for that night to allow for a 
putt-putt golf  event. Different 
businesses in town will be 
setting up a golf  hole for teams 
to display their short game 
skills. He said the area will 
be fenced. The permit was 
approved by all four council 
members.

Ball field lease — The Ball 
Diamond Association will see a 
decrease in the amount of  rent 
for the ball parks this summer. 
The council approved dropping 
the fee from $3,000 (last year) to 
$2,500.

Nothing new to report — The 
City’s search for additional 
lifeguards and a pool manager 
continues.

The Great White Rabbit was in Elgin Saturday to greet youth 
prior to the start of the Easter Egg Hunt at the park. Among 
the many who got up close to the Easter Bunny was Bergan 
Schindler who will turn two in June. Holding her is her mother, 
Courtney Schindler. E-R photo/DMorgan

High-fivin the Easter Bunny

With an eye on updating 
the county’s comprehensive 
plan, The Antelope County 
Commissioners last week 
decided to move forward with 
finding out just how much it 
would cost.

Meeting Tuesday morning, 
April 5, the commissioners 
asked new Zoning 
Administrator Megan Wingate 
to look into expected costs for 
updating the comprehensive 
plan. 

She shared with the board 
an estimate of  $22,000 to 
update the plan and zoning 
regulations. 

That number would break 
down to $20,000 for the 
comprehensive plan and 
another $2,000 for zoning 
regulations. She said the 
zoning regulations have not 
been updated since 1996 (25 
years ago).

Currently, she said Holt 
County is in the process of  
doing an update at a much 
higher rate, in part, because 
their updates covered a larger 
time span.

Board Chairman Charlie 
Henery expressed the opinion 
how updating the plan was 
something which needed to 
be looked at. Agreeing with 
him was Commissioner Dean 
Smith.

In order to go forward, the 
board requested Wingate get 
three informal quotes to be 
brought back to the board for 
further consideration.

Family of Kyle and Deb Warren joined them for the evening’s award dinner. Pictured (left to right) are Sherri Peterson, Dave Peterson, Eu-
nice Warren, Curt Warren, Deb, Chris Warren, Kyle, Mark Schrage, Shauna Warren, Brenda Schrage, Sherri Folot, Molly Folot. E-R photo/
LMorgan

Happy Easter!
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See COURT, Page Three

Shop at Home!
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Arraignment procedures 
were continued in two An-
telope County district court 

District court arraignments delayed
cases on March 30.

Steven H. Habegger, 18, An-
telope County Jail, appeared, 
alongside Antelope County 
public defender Pat Carney, in 

the Neligh courtroom March 
30. His is charged with a Class 
3A felony count of  child abuse, 
alleged Feb. 10 at a Neligh 
motel, along with three Class 
1 misdemeanors, contribut-
ing to delinquency of  a child, 
debauching a minor and cruel 
mistreatment of  an animal. 
The Honorable Mark Johnson 
advised Habegger of  his rights 
and discussed potential penal-
ties if  he is convicted, includ-
ing up to three years in prison 
and/or up to a $10,000 fine on 
the felony child abuse count 
and up to one year/$1,000 on 
each of  the misdemeanors. 
Johnson then asked Habegger 
how he wished to plead. The 
defendant said, “no contest,” 
after which Carney asked for 
a delay so he could confer with 
his client.

After they returned to the 
courtroom, Carney requested 
a continuance. Further ar-
raignment is scheduled April 
27. Habegger was remanded 
to the custody of  Antelope 
County Sheriff  Bob Moore, 
pending posting of  bond in the 
amount of  $100,000 10% cash.

Sammie M. Diaz, 43, of  Clo-
vis, New Mexico, appeared for 
arraignment for a felony theft 
charge alleged in 2014. Diaz 
was also advised of  his rights. 
When Johnson asked if  he 
would request court-appointed 
counsel, Diaz said if  he was 
able to post bond, he would 
check on hiring an attorney. 
Johnson set bond at $10,000, 
10%, with conditions he not 
leave the states of  Nebraska, 
New Mexico, nor Texas, where 
he is on parole, and contingent 
on signing a waiver of  extradi-
tion. He is required to provide 
addresses in all three states to 
Moore. 

Diaz was arrested by Moore, 
Oct. 29, 2014, for the alleged 
theft of  a trailer from Lazy T 
Tire in Orchard. The trailer, 
valued at $9,800, was recovered 
in Holt County. 

He was bound over to dis-
trict court in January 2015, 
scheduled to appear for ar-
raignment in February 2015. 
He did not appear. Arraign-
ment was continued on an oral 
motion by his attorney at the 
time, Alan Jensen. He again 
failed to appear in March 2015 
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Sixty Years Ago
April 6, 1962

Fire believed to have been 
caused by an electrical short 
consumed the hen house early 
Wednesday morning at the 
Paul J. Hoefer farm northwest 
of  town. The contents and 
a large number of  chickens 
were also lost in the blaze. 
Paul summoned the Elgin Fire 
Department.

Elgin grade school spellers 
carried away top honors at 
the Antelope County Spelling 
contest held in the Neligh 
High School. Debbie Kebler of  
Elgin Public School  was the 
grand champion and winner 
of  the oral contest. She is the 
daughter of  DMCM and Mrs. 
Roger Kebler. Arlene Meis 

Looking Back
of  St. Boniface School  was 
the first place winner in the 
written contest. Arlene went 
down on the word diligent.  
Fifty-nine  grade school 
spellers competed in the event.

Floyd Varn attended a 
meeting of  Federation 1187 of  
Postal Clerks in Norfolk on 
Sunday evening.  

Fifty Years Ago
April 13, 1972 

Third Quarter Honor Roll at 
EPS

Seniors: Linda Elliot: All A’s, 
Thad Genrich, Bev Johnson, 
Pam Martin

Juniors: Judy Hoefer- All A’s, 
Marcine Pierce, Gwen Taylor 
and Cathi Wildman

Sophomore: Brian Anderson, 

Dennis Blair and Leigh Jean 
Koinzan, Barb Reestman, Lori 
Schrunk and Larry Varn

Freshmen: Kathy Jillson, 
Joan Meis, Ken Reestman and 
Julie Sutton

The home of  a state liquor 
inspector was termed a total 
loss from damage received in 
a bomb explosion in Omaha. 
John Duprey, 29, is a state 
liquor inspector and it has 
been a reprisal concerning 
action taken while performing 
his duties. Police and federal 
agents are investigating the 
explosion. Duprey’s, Darlene 
is the daughter of  Harold 
Nielsen’s of  Elgin. 

Thirty Years Ago
April 22, 1992

Due to luck and quick action 
by property owner, a hog barn 
fire resulted in moderate 
damage. Elgin Volunteer 
Fire Department was called 
to the Steve Beckman farm 
southeast  of  Elgin. Beckman 
had discovered the blaze in 
his hog barn after returning 
from church, and he was able 
to control most of  it with a 
garden hose. Fireman finished 
extinguishing the fire in a 
short time. 

Elgin Fire Chief  Ray Gregor 
said the fire apparently started 
from a heat lamp. Damage was 
estimated at about $1,000.

John Davis and Ken 
Bergstrom were among the 130 
people enjoying “Brunch with 

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

UNRESERVED ONLINE LAND AUCTION
DRY CROP GROUND
237.82± ACRES ANTELOPE COUNTY, NE

Get a salebill, register and bid at www.bigironrealty.com

BID ONLINE APR. 5-19, 2022
BIDDING ENDS AT 10 A.M. CDT

Contact Your Listing Agent
Rex Mahoney 402.649.1816

Legal

From Neligh, NE, take 3rd Street east through town and 
that turns into 525th Avenue, 525th becomes 849th 
Road. Proceed 6 miles to 531st Avenue. Go south 1 
mile to 848th Road, then 2 miles east to 533rd Avenue, 
then south 1 mile then west 1 mile. The farm is to the 
southwest. Or from Tilden, NE, take 534th Avenue north 
of town approximately 2 miles to 845th Road. Go west 
½ mile then north ¾ mile. The road will turn west a ½ 
mile, then north and turn into 533rd Avenue. Proceed a 
little over 1 ½ miles to 847th Road. Go west 1 mile and 
the farm is to the southwest. Watch for the 
BigIron Realty signs.

SERVICE I INTEGRITY I RESULTS

N ½ NE ¼ Section 34-T25N-R5W & S ½ NE ¼, 
N ½ SE ¼ Section 34-T25N-R5W Antelope 
County, NE, containing 237.82± acres.

Location

>> <<

the Easter Bunny” held at the 
Elgin Veteran’s Club. Elgin 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 229 were sponsors of  the 
the event. 

Twenty Years Ago
April 10, 1992 

Elgin Public School has 
received approval for a $118,926 
grant to finance the full cost 
of  renovating the elementary 
school building to provide 
handicapped accessibility. 
Superintendent of  Schools 
Gayla Fredrickson, who wrote 
the grant application said she 
was very pleased to learn that 
the funding would be available 
to the school.

Mike Dvorak and his crew 
began demolition work last 
week on the former Logan 
Hotel building in Elgin. The 
top story of  the building is 
being removed in preparation 
for renovation.

By Jessie Reestman

Have you ever loved and hated something at 
the same time?  Has something ever brought 
you great joy but also irritated you simulta-
neously?  That’s how I feel about my name.  
Not my actual name.  I was named after my 
grandmother, and I love my name.  I mean my 
other name, “mom”.

As parents, we spend so long trying to get 
our babies to say our name first, compet-

ing for that first word 
title.  The Mama vs. 
Dada battle begins.  We 
love to hear our names 
called by our sweet 
littles when they want 
to snuggle up.  Our 
hearts go out to them 
when they cry for us 
when they are hurt, sad, 
or scared.

But if  we’re being 
honest here, I must ad-
mit there are times that 
the word mom makes 
me cringe.  Sometimes 
my children say my 
name so many times in 
an hour that I get an-
noyed at the sound of  it.  
“Mom, can I have…?”  
“Mom, watch what I 

can do.”  “Mom, I’m hungry.”  “Mom, mom, 
mom!!!”

Instead of  eliciting feelings of  joy or love, 
I feel rage and I want to scream.  Many of  
us may experience guilt for feeling this way, 
but I think it’s common and we can all relate 
(whatever your trigger name is).  Of  course, I 
love my children unconditionally and I do all 
that I can for them.  I get them snacks, watch 
thirty cartwheels and other “gymnastics” 

moves and smile each time, and help with 
homework every evening.  I think it’s com-
pletely natural to get worn out, though.

It’s really what it represents when they say 
the name.  I get annoyed when it’s the “mom” 
that you know is inevitably followed by a re-
quest.  The “mom” that is laced with anticipa-
tion and need.  

Listen, I want them to want me.  And I 
want them to need me.  I just don’t want to be 
wanted and needed 100% of  the time.  

It’s the moment I sit down on the couch 
after working, cooking dinner, and cleaning 
dishes that someone needs something.  It’s 
the second I wake up (and I am NOT a morn-
ing person) and I’m bombarded with requests 
or tattle-telling.  It’s Saturday after I’ve sat 
through a few soccer games and I’m just crav-
ing some me time to actually read a book that 
isn’t written by Dr. Seuss.

 I know that someday when these rooms 
are empty, and my children have moved out 
that I will miss the sound of  my name.  When 
it’s just me and my husband and the silence 
settles in, I will long for these days when I 
was wanted and needed.  I will miss the sound 
of  “mom” and the endless questions and 
requests.  

I encourage you to join me.  When you hear 
that trigger name for yourself  for the bil-
lionth time this week, stop.  Take a breath.  Be 
grateful.  For now, let’s try to savor each time 
they say our name and let it spark joy and 
not annoyance.  Let us be thankful that our 
children want us and need us and do all that 
we can while we are still able.

In the meantime, I will also be looking for-
ward to my future name: “Nana”!    

*****
Comments are welcome and can be sent to 

talesofatiredmomma@gmail.com. 

Both sides of the controversial word - ‘Mom’

and a warrant was issued, with bond subsequently forfeited.
Diaz told Johnson, last week, that he was incarcerated in an-

other state at the time he failed to appear and that Jensen is now 
deceased. District court clerk, Angela Mortensen, confirmed the 
attorney’s name was not in her current registry.  Further ar-
raignment is set April 27. Diaz was remanded to Moore’s custody, 
pending posting bond. He did so the same day.

From Page Two
Court

In just a little over a week the Tire Amnes-
ty program at Neligh will begin.

According to information provided by the 
City of  Neligh, tires will be accepted on these 
days and tires only:

Thursday, April 21 - 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday, April 22 - 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 23 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The tire amnesty will take place at the City 

of  Neligh tree dump located south of  the Old 
Mill Historical site.

Open only to Antelope County residents, no 
businesses will be allowed to participate and 
no rims will be accepted.

Any loads larger than a pickup box must 
have a scale ticket showing the NET weight.

For more information, contact city hall in 
Neligh during regular business hours.

Tire amnesty starts April 21

Antelope County Patriots (ACP) will hold a meeting on Wednes-
day, April 20, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Neligh Public Library.

According to Sheryl Baker, ACP is a group of  concerned 
citizens from Northeast Nebraska who have joined together to 
address mandates, fight medical tyranny, government overreach, 
voter fraud, the deterioration of  educational standards & to pro-
tect the most vulnerable in our society, our children. 

Anyone who is passionate about these issues & wants to make 
a difference, is encouraged to attend the meeting which is open to 
the public.

Antelope County Patriots to
meet in Neligh on April 20

The mobile food pantry, 
sponsored by the Neligh 
United Methodist Church as 
well as various other church-
es, individuals, and businesses 
in the area, will be dispersing 
food on Tuesday,  April 19 from 
3 - 5 p.m.  at the American 
Legion Club in Neligh on the 
alley side.   

According to organizer 
Jeanie Juracek, as always with 
recipients  safety in mind,  
those picking up food must re-
main in their vehicles and our 
volunteers will load the food 
for them.  Volunteers will also 
be on hand to direct traffic and 
collect the  numbers from each 
family for their household.

AC food coming
to Neligh on
Tuesday, April 19

The Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association (NSAA) and 
the Nebraska State College 
System (NSCS) are pleased to 
announce the 15,918 recipients 
of  the 2021-2022 Nebraska State 
Colleges Multi-Activity Stu-
dent Award.

The award recognizes stu-
dents in grades 9-12 who par-
ticipate in at least three NSAA 
sanctioned activities during 
the academic year. 

Each high school student 
who participates in at least 
three NSAA activities will be 
recognized and awarded a cer-
tificate of  achievement by the 
NSAA and the Nebraska State 
Colleges. 

Activity participation is be-
ing tracked by using student 
eligibility lists, submitted to 
the NSAA by each member 

PJCC tops Class D schools for M-A Student awards 

school.
The top schools in four class-

es are then determined based 
on the percentage of  multi-
activity student award winners 
compared to the total number 
of  students in grades 9-12.

The NSAA and the NSCS are 
also thrilled to highlight the 
four high schools with the most 
multi-activity students.

These four high schools will 
be presented with a banner at 
the NSAA State Soccer Cham-
pionships in May to display at 
their school. 

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School earned 
that distinction for Class D 
schools. 

Others were Class A –Norfolk 
High School,Class B –Adams 
Central High School and Class 
C –Pender High School.

Elgin Public, Wheeler Central and PJCC students recognized
Students recognized from 

Pope John were Jack Barlow, 
Sharon Bartak, Carter Beck-
man, Lexi Bode, Eliza Borer, 
Linus Borer, Natalie Buren-
heide, Darby Carstens, Ash-
lynne Charf, Taylynne Charf, 
Matthew Dilly, Abby Hemen-
way, Samuel Hemenway, Trista 
Hemenway, Kellan Hoefer, 
Paiton Hoefer, Cale Kinney, 
Olivia Klein, Jazmine McNally, 
Juliana McNally, Brooklyn 
Meis, Skyler Meis, Emily Ml-
narik, Hudson Napier, Dylon 
Parks, Kaylee Ramold, Natalie 
Reicks, Elise Ruterbories, 
Emma Lea Ruterbories and 
Kaitey Schumacher.

Earning similar accolades 
from Elgin High School were 
Nick Anderson, Taylor Beck-
man, Sara Bode, Baylee Bust-
eed, David Durre, Samantha 

Durre, Keyera Eisenhauer, 
Gage Evans, Kate Furstenau, 
Austin Good, William Heil-
hecker, Callie Heithoff, Brian 
Heithoff, Blake Henn, Chloe 
Henn, Austin Hinkle, Ethan 
Hinkle, Landon Kallhoff, 
Corbin Kinney, Emma Kinney, 
Dylan Kolm, Maddie Kolm, 
Collin Lindgren, Dylon Luek-
ing, Brenna Martinsen, Cam-
ryn Pelster, Kaeden Schwart-
ing, Isabella Smidt, Gage 
Thiessen, Jackson Wemhoff  
and Colton Wright.

Representing Wheeler Cen-
tral on the list were students 
Bobbi Guggenmos, Jayna 
Guggenmos, Elijah Heinz and 
MaKenna Pelster.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

See FISH, Page Five

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

A major tax cut package that could cost the state 
as much as one-fifth of  its budget in the outyears 
worked its way through the 2022 legislative session 
as lawmakers focused on the big issues in waning 
days.

The measure (LB873) is supposed to ratchet 
down the state’s top corporate and individual in-
come tax rates over five years, expand income tax 
credits offered to property taxpayers and phase out 
income taxes on Social Security benefits. 

“This package of  tax relief  truly is transforma-
tive, and it benefits all Nebraskans,” said pro-
ponent Sen. Tom Briese of  Albion. He contends 
that some Nebraskans would benefit indirectly, 

through increased econom-
ic activity in the state.

Opponents raised con-
cerns about the impact of  
the package on state tax 
revenue in future years, 
particularly after the state 
is no longer getting federal 
pandemic recovery funds. 
Revenue Department of-
ficials estimate the pack-
age would reduce state 
revenues by $565 million 
by fiscal year 2024-25. The 
OpenSky Policy Institute 
calculated the reduction 
at about $900 million by 
fiscal year 2027-28, when all 
pieces of  the package are 
fully implemented. 

Some senators criticized 
the package for leaving out 
large numbers of  Nebras-

kans.
The personal income tax cuts would leave out 

single filers making less than $40,676 or married 
filers making less than $81,352, unless they get 
Social Security benefits. The property tax credits 
would leave out anyone who does not own proper-
ty. The corporate income tax cuts would leave out 
businesses making less than $100,000 of  taxable 
income.

Other senators raised concerns about the tax 
package’s impact on the state’s ability to fund key 
services as well as the fact that most of  the tax 
cuts would go to wealthy Nebraskans and out-of-
state corporations. 

They noted that a full exemption of  all Social 
Security income from taxation would reduce state 
revenues by more than $74 million a year. Lower-
ing the state’s top personal and corporate income 
tax rates to 5.84% over the course of  several years 
would annually reduce state revenue by about $415 
million. Setting the minimum level of  the refund-
able income tax credit at $561 million would annu-
ally increase the credit’s state revenue impact by 
more than $220 million. Creating a new refundable 
income tax credit for community college property 
taxes paid would reduce state revenues by more 
than $195 million a year. 

Do the math. Those are some big numbers. 
Where, oh where, is the revenue stream that’s go-
ing to cover those losses? Is it going to come in a 
growing economy, which is currently propped up 
by federal pandemic relief  funds? Or is it going 
to be the oft-promised, never-delivered sleight of  
hand that term-limited governors and several 
term-limited key senators are willing to leave 
behind?

Feeling betrayed yet? Still trying to make the 
math work? All in the constant eight-year ham-
mering name of  property tax relief.  

Do the politics. It’s a lot easier to cut taxes than 
to increase them. No, really. That’s time-tested.

But wait, there’s more. The ever-lovin’ consump-
tion tax that should’ve been killed for good more 
than a decade ago when it first reared its ugly head 
as the transaction tax, is still alive.

Sen. Steve Erdman of  Bayard wants voters to 
have a chance to approve a constitutional amend-
ment that requires the state to replace income, 
sales, property and inheritance taxes with a con-
sumption tax on all new goods and services. Are 
you following?

While the measure doesn’t call for a specific tax 
rate, the Institute on Taxation and Economic Pol-
icy analysis shows a consumption tax rate would 
need to be at least 20% to be revenue neutral.

system and state aid to local schools. The measures 
were adopted by the Legislature, but it cost Tie-
mann re-election and any political future.

Historians agree that the measures, particularly 
the sales-income tax system, provided a substantial 
and steady revenue stream that was reasonably 
fair in terms of  its balance and impact.

Do we need to undo things so we can revisit this? 
Let’s just don’t go there!

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

That means Nebraskans would have to pay at 
least a 20% tax on all purchases of  new goods and 
services to prevent large revenue shortfalls and 
cuts to vital state and local services. 

If  adopted, Nebraska would be the only state to 
have ever replaced all other taxes with a consump-
tion tax. Is that soaking in yet?

Would somebody please look at what happened 
in the 1966 general election? Voters approved 
Amendment 16 that terminated the state property 
tax system and effectively left the state without a 
revenue stream on which to operate.

In 1967, one-term Governor Norbert Tiemann 
proposed creation of  a state sales-income tax 

The 2022 Legislature favored the big stuff

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

The other morning as I headed out for the day, 
I felt a slight bounce in my step. The early morn-
ing temperature indicated it was going to be a 

beautiful day. 
The birds were 
chirping, the 
sun was shin-
ing, and for the 
first time, I felt 
spring was in 
the air.    

Spring is a 
magical time 
of  the year. So 
many changes 

begin to happen all around us that can positive-
ly affect our activities and moods. The longer 
hours of  daylight and warmer temperatures 

seem to increase our energy levels and make us 
feel good. All around, you can see people taking 
advantage of  the opportunity to spend more 
time outdoors.    

For example, our streets in town are begin-
ning to fill with those hitting the pavement to 
get in a daily dose of  sunshine and exercise. 
Who doesn’t love saying goodbye to those heavy 
parkas and snow boots for a light spring jacket 
and a good pair of  tennis shoes?  

On main street, Dean’s Market reminds us 
it is time to get out those Traeger grills. All 
around town, the pleasant aroma of  burgers, 
dogs, and steaks fill the air as locals begin to 
trade their kitchens for their patios.  

One of  my favorite signs of  spring is seeing 
the return of  ball gloves and golf  clubs. Being 
surrounded by the green grass of  a ball field or 

a golf  course is a perfect way to say goodbye to 
the dreary days of  winter. I can’t wait to grab a 
burger and tea from Jan Henn at the ballfield 
concession stand.   

Another sure indicator of  spring is seeing 
yards and gardens like that of  Jeanine Jochum, 
begin to take shape as folks invest their extra 
hours of  daylight cleaning up the effects of  
winter. 

Local greenhouses such as Kathy Dinslage’s 
and the Elgin FFA Chapter will soon open their 
doors to accommodate those who can’t wait to 
get their hands dirty.  

Saturday mornings will again mean a weekly 
gathering on the corner, as Beth Miller Farm-
er’s Market will reconvene for the season. Tasty 
homemade jams, juices, breads, and canned 
goods are just a few reasons to stop by.    

If  you drive by our schools, you may find 
the windows have been let open to welcome in 
the fresh air. You will see track practice is up 
and running, and golf  practice is in full swing. 
Also, the latest in prom fashion has since been 
revealed, and our seniors have begun the count-
down to their final days in school.   

Finally, if  you travel just outside of  our city 
limits in any direction, you will most likely see 
farmers eagerly preparing to plant corn. You 
will also discover ranchers, like Charlie Bode, 
filling their yards with new baby calves.   

  As you can see, the magic of  spring is all 
around us, from budding greens to newborn 
calves, to backyard barbeques, to ballfields and 
golf  courses. 

May you have your own new beginnings and 
enjoy the season.   

With the arrival of spring comes new beginnings

For many Nebraskans, Lent 
means two things: a time for per-
sonal reflection, and a time for 
weekly fish fries.

My daughter-in-law comes from 
a big Catholic family who have 
called Omaha home for gen-
erations. This family grew up by 
Holy Name Catholic Church, and 
her mom, aunts, uncle, and cous-
ins once again recently hosted me 
at Holy Name’s weekly fish fry.

The moment I walked in, I 
was met by the sound of  people 
laughing and talking. The entire 
church basement was filled with 
people who were there for fel-
lowship and a good meal. The 
fish was delicious, the fries and 
cole slaw were outstanding, and 
volunteers from the Holy Name 
Men’s Club served everything 

with good 
humor and 
a few jokes. 

Fish fries 
like this 
one have 
brought 
communi-
ties to-
gether for 
more than 
a century. 
While many 
Chris-
tians have 
abstained 
from meat 
on Fridays 
during Lent 
for nearly 
2,000 years, 
fish fries 
are a more 

recent American tradition, with 
roots in the early 20th-century 
Midwest.

Fish fries aren’t just for one 
religion. At Holy Name, people of  
all religions and backgrounds – 
sometimes almost 3,000 on their 
busier nights – come together for 
this time as a community. This is 
especially important as we finally 
move on from the pandemic: Like 
many other churches, Holy Name 
canceled their fish fries last year 
and had to cut them short in 2020.

At Holy Name, I saw three and 
even four generations of  families 
passing babies around to be held 
and loved. I saw long-lost friends 
reconnecting after years apart. 
And I saw people who had never 
met before sitting at communal 
tables, sharing a meal and real-
izing they have more in common 
than they thought.

Holy Name is far from the only 
Nebraska parish to hold fish 
fries. Before Lent began, KETV 
ran a story featuring more than 
30 in the Omaha area alone. And 
while Catholic churches are the 
most common venue, all kinds of  
places host fish fries. Many brew-
eries, American Legion posts, 
and community centers also offer 
this chance to gather around a 
plate of  savory fish during Lent.

I also recently joined St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church in Bea-
trice for their fish fry, where the 
crowds are smaller but just as 
welcoming. Every week, the local 
Knights of  Columbus chapter 

All are welcome 
at fish fries

Many major issues were dealt with this past 
week in the Legislature, with the most significant 
being the passage of  LB 873. When fully imple-
mented, LB 873 will result in almost $900 million 
in annual tax relief.  The legislation sets a floor 
for the refundable income tax credit of  $548 mil-
lion in 2022 and $560.7 million in 2023. This guar-

antees an approximate 25% 
refund for property taxes 
paid to school districts. Ad-
ditionally, a similar income 
tax credit will be imple-
mented for property taxes 
paid to community colleges. 
Funding for this portion will 
begin at $50 million this year 
and increase to $195 mil-
lion in 2026. The funding for 
these refundable income tax 
credits will continue to grow 
annually by the statewide 
valuation growth, capped at 
5%. 

In addition to property tax 
relief, LB 873 also contains 
income tax relief. The top 
income tax rate for both 
individuals and corporations 
will be reduced to 5.84% and 
the tax on Social Security 

income will be completely phased out by tax year 
2025. I was proud to be able to vote in support of  
such a significant tax relief  package.  

The Legislature overwhelmingly overrode all 
but one of  the Governor’s line-item vetoes in the 

Legislators override line-item vetoes
budget bills. The Legislature built into the budget 
a 15% increase in provider rates to help providers 
address severe worker shortage issues, partially 
due to a significant increase in pay for similar 
state positions. 

The Governor reduced funding from Develop-
mental Disability, Medicaid, Medicaid Nursing Fa-
cility, Child Welfare, and Community Corrections 
Providers Rates to an approximate 5% increase. 
With the successful override motion, the full 15% 
increase in provider rates was restored. 

Senators passed LB 1014 on a 40-4 vote. It speci-
fies how the $1.04 billion in federal American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding will be spent. 
Included within LB 1014 is $7 million for the Cedar 
Knox Rural Water Project. 

The Legislature debated LR 264, a constitutional 
amendment proposing to eliminate the property 
tax, the state income tax, the sales tax, and the 
inheritance tax. 

These taxes were to be replaced with a consump-
tion tax on new goods and services, with no ex-
emptions for items such as medical services, new 
homes, groceries, or repairs. The consumption tax 
rate was projected to be 8.97%, but this figure was 
disputed by a research tank, which predicted the 
tax rate would have to be approximately 20% to be 
revenue neutral. 

LR 264 CA was debated for several hours be-
fore a vote was taken on the advancement of  the 
proposed constitutional amendment. Twenty-five 
votes are necessary for advancement, but only 
nineteen senators supported the bill, with fourteen 

See GRAGERT, Page Five
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Bonita Ann (Henkenius) Richards, 81
An Elgin native who graduated from St. John the Baptist High School in Petersburg, she enjoyed family, art and working with the elderly.

Obituaries

Bonita Ann 
(Henkenius) 
Richards, 
daughter of  Wil-
fred and Cath-
erine (Schrage) 
Henkenius, 
passed away on 
March 12, 2022 
in Denver, Colo.

She was born 
on August 18, 1940 in Elgin. 
She was baptized Catholic in 
St. Boniface Church in Elgin 

NE, and confirmed in St. Bo-
naventure Church in Raeville 
NE. 

She attended school at St. 
Boniface, St. Bonaventure and 
graduated from St. John the 
Baptist High School in Peters-
burg in 1959.

In 1962 she married LeRoy 
Richards in Irwin, Iowa. They 
had three children, Brad, 
Traci (Bradley) Summers, and 
Cammi Richards. They adopt-
ed Timothy (Chorley) Richards 

in 1979. 
She had one grandchild, 

Jessica Reynolds who was the 
light of  her life! 

Her daughter Cammi passed 
away in 1973.

They lived in Omaha, NE, 
Glenwood, Iowa, Salt Lake City 
Utah and Denver, Colo., where 
they later divorced.

She was a member of  The 
Church of  The Risen Christ 
(Catholic). 

Her faith was always impor-

tant to her. She enjoyed fam-
ily, art and working with the 
elderly.

She was a homemaker for 
20 years. She did some cater-
ing then got her CNA license. 
She worked with Alzheimer’s 
people at Johnson Center 
Adult daycare program, then 
was the director of  Elder care 
at Calvary Baptist Church. 
After that she was the director 
of  Memories in The Making at 
the Johnson Center adult day 

care program which she was 
very involved in. She was also 
very involved in Young Voices 
of  Colorado with her grand-
daughter.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, grandchild, her siblings 
Elaine (Ron) Peterson, Kathy 
Koch, Barb Lomardo (Jim) 
Bentz, Merle (Lori) Henkenius, 
James Henkenius. Preced-
ing her in death her daughter 
Cammi, her Parents, her in 
-laws Helen and Bud Richards 

and sister in-law Peggy, broth-
ers in-law Bill Lombardo and 
Marvin Koch.

A celebration of  life will be 
held on Saturday, July 9, 2022 
at 1 p.m. at 1967 S. Macon Way, 
Aurora, Colo. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Bonaventure Church in Rae-
ville, followed by inurnment in 
St. Boniface Cemetery in Elgin 
NE on Aug 20, 2022

voting against it. Although I felt that any proposal which 
addresses property taxes warrants discussion, there were 
many unanswered questions associated with this tax pro-
posal. 

There will be an interim study to explore best practices for 
the implementation of  a consumption tax in Nebraska. 

Another bill that failed to advance was LB 920, the prison 
reform bill. The legislation attempted to address our state’s 
severe overcrowding problem by enacting the recommenda-
tions identified through an analysis of  our correctional sys-
tem conducted by the Crime and Justice Institute. Several 
of  the items were controversial and some senators viewed 
them as soft on crime. 

After eight hours of  debate, a motion was made to invoke 
cloture so that a vote could be taken on the advancement of  
the bill. 

Thirty-three votes are necessary, but the motion only 
received 26 votes, meaning that the legislation will not be 
debated again. 

The same fate occurred with LB 933, which would ban 
abortions in Nebraska if  Roe vs. Wade is overturned this 
summer by the United States Supreme Court. 

However, the cloture motion for LB 933 was almost suc-
cessful, falling only two votes short. I was a co-sponsor of  LB 
933 and was disappointed that it was filibustered and didn’t 
advance. 

During these last few days as the Legislature votes for the 
final time on many bills, I encourage you to contact me with 
your thoughts and opinions. 

I can be reached at tgragert@leg.ne.gov. My mailing ad-
dress is District #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, 
NE  68509 and my telephone number is (402) 471-2801. 

From Page Four
Fish

From Page Four
Gragert

serves up equally delicious fish alongside mac and cheese, cole 
slaw, and fries. After visiting the Beatrice Food Pantry in early 
February, I enjoyed this chance to return to Southeast Nebraska.

Our time apart during the pandemic taught me not to take 
these kinds of  community events for granted. We should truly 
treasure these moments with family and friends.

If  Lent is for fish fries, summer is for pancake feeds. I am espe-

cially looking forward to pancake feeds in towns like McCook and 
Norfolk benefiting our veterans, volunteer firefighters, and other 
worthy causes. These events are always a wonderful opportunity 
to relax and visit with community members in a fun environ-
ment, and enjoy a good meal at the same time.

The evening included a 
social hour; sit-down dinner, 
silent and live auctions, and 
various raffles.

From Page One
Roncalli

Jose J. Gonzales, 39, of  Clear-
water appeared in front of  the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in the 
Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh on Wednesday, April 6, 
for a preliminary hearing on 
seven counts alleged March 11. 
Antelope County attorney Joe 
Abler filed an amended com-
plaint, charging Gonzales with 
four Class 3A felony counts of  
attempted second-degree as-
sault, (originally charged with 
Class 2A felony counts of  sec-
ond-degree assault), along with 
two Class 1 misdemeanors, 
intentional domestic assault 
and third-degree assault; and 
a Class 3 misdemeanor, will-
ful reckless driving.  Gonzales 
waived his right to preliminary 

Clearwater man bound over on
four felony assault charges

hearing and was bound over to 
Antelope County district court, 
where he is set for arraign-
ment April 27 on the felony 
counts. The misdemeanors 
were dismissed, without preju-
dice, on a motion by Abler.

The defense requested a 

See COURT, Page 10

Shop at Home!
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May success
follow them

Forgive me if  I’ve been 
distracted the past few days. 
There has been plenty of  
things to process here and 
there. As you’ve read elsewhere 
in this issue of  the newspaper, 
both in the form of  a 
newspaper story and an ad, the 
Wolfpack boys basketball team 
will be with a new head coach 
and assistant coach when they 
take the floor for the 2022/23 
season. 

Head Coach Michael Becker 
has accepted a position with 
Norfolk Public Schools and his 
assistant coach, Matt Koeppe, 
has found a new teaching 
position and won’t be back. 
They built the Wolfpack into 
one of  the top teams in Class 
D1 and, with losing just one 
player to graduation, were 
poised to make a run for an 

extended 
stay at the 
Boys State 
Tourna-
ment next 
March.

One 
can’t fault 
either 
man for 
choosing 
to better 
their lot 
in life and 
I sincerely 
wish them 
all the 
best in 
the years 
ahead.

As I 
said years 
ago to 

those willing to listen, when 
someone wishes to leave, wish 
them well.

Whoever is hired to coach 
the basketball team will have 
added pressure on them. 
Again, with all but one player 
back, anything less than three 
games in Lincoln in March 
will  not be viewed in a positive 
light. High expectations mean 
high demands.

Having said all that, games 
are won on the court, not in 
newspaper clippings or coffee 
shops. Coaches can only coach, 
players have to play the game 
and make the shots when it 
counts.

*****
I’m writing this essay on 

Friday afternoon. On in the 
background is ESPN’s coverage 
of  the second round of  The 
Masters.

I’m still waiting for my invite 
to visit Brad Averill and his 
wife who now live in Augusta 
so we can attend the golf  
tournament. Brad, who used 
to be an extension educator 
here in Antelope County, has 
been in Georgia for a couple of  
years and yet hasn’t been able 
to attend the Masters. I think 
he said it’s something about 
supply and demand (tickets). 

You can buy packages to 
attend the Masters (flight, 
lodging and ticket). The last 
time I checked, a one-day 
package for the first round was 
something like $3,200. That’s 
steep, but then again it’s The 
Masters.

Every year I reason money 
like that could be better used 
someplace else. So, yes, it’s still 
on my ‘bucket list.’

Anyway, watching the 
tournament I can’t help but 
be amazed at the play of  Tiger 
Woods. Just 14 months ago 
he almost lost a leg in a one-
vehicle accident. Not having 
played a PGA tournament 
since that fateful day, the man 
was in contention heading into 
the weekend.

That’s will and determi-
nation, that’s putting pain 
somewhere else in your mind 
so it doesn’t affect your swing. 
That’s talent on loan from God.

The broadcasters were 
fawning over every shot Tiger 
hit. No one thought Tiger could 
return to this elite level of  play, 
no one but Tiger Woods.

I haven’t been Tiger’s biggest 
fans, primarily for his actions 
off  the golf  course. Having said 
that, few of  us can imagine 
the kind of  fame this man has 
possessed for most of  his life.

It’s lonely at the top they say. 
I don’t know. I’ve had my share 
of  valleys and mountaintops, 
but nothing like those shared 
by the likes of  Tiger, Tom 
Brady and Michael Jordan. 
Watch every chance you get 
because their kind only come 
along once in a lifetime.

See TRACK, Page Seven

BATTLE CREEK — Points proved hard to come by for the 
Wolfpack track teams competing at the Battle Creek Invite.

In one of  the most highly-competitive meets of  the 2022 season, 
the Wolfpack did battle against much bigger schools and the final 
results showed it. Battle Creek won the boys championships with 
171 points. Other scores were Norfolk Catholic 97.75, Stanton 
76, O’Neill 48.5, Plainview 47, Elkhorn Valley 40.75, Osmond 26, 
Winside 8, EPPJ 7, Battle Creek JV 3 and Madison 2.

In the girls team race, Battle Creek bested the field with 190 
points followed by Stanton 64, Norfolk Catholic 63, Plainview 
54, Elkhorn Valley 51, O’Neill 48, Osmond 24, Lutheran High 
Northeast 15, Randolph 9, Madison 4, EPPJ 3 and Winside 2.

Among the notable efforts by EPPJ tracksters were Nick 
Anderson finishing sixth in the 800 meter run; and both the 400 
and 3200 meter relay teams placed fifth. For the girls, Kaitey 
Schumacher finished eighth in the 800 meter run and the 3200 
meter relay team took sixth as well, Skyler Meis was fifth in the 
triple jump. 

Individual results were:
Boys

100 meter dash — 1. Mitchell Hupp, Stanton, 11.03 seconds; 8. 
Camryn Pelster, EPPJ, 11.62

200 meter dash — 1. Caleb Brauer, Battle Creek, 23.56 seconds
400 meter dash — 1. Mitchell Hupp, Stanton, 54.66 seconds; 5. 

Myles Kittelson, EPPJ, 57.79
800 meter run — 1. Abraham Larson, Stanton, 2:05.01; 6. Nick 

Anderson, EPPJ, 2:15.88
1600 meter run — 1. Abraham Larson, Stanton, 4:59.00; 8. Gage 

Thiessen, EPPJ, 5:25.69
3200 meter run — 1. Ben Hammond, Norfolk Catholic, 11:06.94
110 meter hurdles — 1. Keaton Wattier, O’Neill, 15.14 secdonds
300 meter hurdles — 1. Spencer Hillie, Plainview, 42.25 seconds
400 meter relay — 1. Battle Creek, 45.03 seconds; 5. EPPJ 

(Corbin Kinney, Colton Wright, Jack Wemhoff, Camryn Pelster), 
48.14

1600 meter relay — 1. Osmond, 3:44.93; 7. EPPJ (Corbin Kinney, 
Jack Wemhoff, Nick Anderson, Myles Kittelson), 3:58.72

3200 meter relay — 1. Battle Creek, 9:12.00; 5. EPPJ (Nick 

Blake Henn competed well in the shot put. E-R photo/DMorgan

Callie Heithoff readies to compete in the discus event at Battle 
Creek. E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ battles tough
competition at BC

Letter winners for the Wolfpack wrestling team this season were (l-r) Kaeden Schwarting, Sam Hemen-
way and Carter Beckman. Not pictured: Thomas Warnke and Isabella Smidt. 

Below - Wolfpack wrestlers earning awards voted on by the team 
were (l-r) Jack Barlow, 2022 Most Improved; Dylon Parks, 2021 
Wolfpack Award; Sam Hemenway 2022 Wolfpack Award; and Carter 
Beckman, Outstanding Boys Wrestler. Not pictured: Isabella Smidt, 
Outstanding Girls Wrestler. (Left) Kaeden Schwarting was named All-
NVC First Team at 106 pounds. E-R photos/LMorgan

EPPJ wrestlers honored
at awards banquet

NELIGH — Windy conditions 
at Antelope Country Club 
marked the start of  the spring 
golf  season for Elgin Public-
Pope John last week.

On Tuesday, April 5, the 
Wolfpack competed in a quad 
nine-hold tournament against 
golfers from Summerland, 
Elkhorn Valley and Chambers/
Wheeler Central. The Wolfpack 
shot a team score of  212 to win 
the event over Summerland at 
232. CWC and Elkhorn Valley 
did not field a full team.

Medalist for the tournament 
was Will Jesse of  CWC who 
carded a nine-hole score of  41. 
Placing second was Michael 
Koenig of  Summerland who 
finished with a 45.

EPPJ junior Paiton Hoefer 
finished third with a 48, two 
strokes better than his brother 
Kellan Hoefer with a 50. Austin 
Good carded a 52 to finish.

Other Wolfpack varsity 
scores were Linus Borer 62 and 
Ethan Hinkle 78.

Varsity scores for the other 
teams were:

Summerland - Dylan 
Rotherham 57, Matthew Potter 
57, Kelton Bruhn 64 and Kellen 
Mlnarik 66.

Elkhorn Valley - Daniel 
Chvala 68.

CWC - Chase Halsey 59.

Competing from modified 
tee boxes, JV golfers also 
competed at the quad.

Trevis Halsey of  Elkhorn 
Valley was medalist with a 
52. Wolfpack JV golf  scores 
were Jack Barlow 55, Carter 
Beckman 57 and Matthew Dilly 
65.

Hoefer leads EPPJ golfers in opener
Other JV scores were:
Summerland - Alanna Doll 

56, Brandon Pruden 59 and 
Julie Olivan 62.

Elkhorn Valley - Paxton 
Cleveland 53 and Kody Qualset 
56.

CWC - Lilly Hoerle 61 and 
Gracie Park 77.

PLAINVIEW — Playing for the second time in less than a week, 
Elgin Public-Pope John finished eighth out of  15 teams at the 

Plainview Invite Golf  Tournament.
Just as they were Tuesday, April 5, conditions 

were cold and windy as often is the case for high 
school golf  in early April in Nebraska.

Creighton’s Gage Burns turned in the best 
round of  the day, carding an 18-hole score of  81 to 
win medalist honors.

EPPJ junior Paiton Hoefer led the Wolfpack 
with a 95.

Junior Ethan Hinkle may have had his best 
tournament score, carding a 100 under tough 
conditions.

Behind him were Wolfpack golfers Austin Good 
106, Linus Borer 107 and Kellan Hoefer 121.

Battle Creek golfers turned in a score of  353 to win the team 

Wolfpack place eighth
Saturday at Plainview

Paiton
Hoefer 

Golfers battled cold & windy conditions

See GOLF, Page Seven
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Anderson, Gage Thiessen, 
Dylon Lueking, Myles 
Kittelson), 9:39.20

High jump — 1. Landon 
Olson, Battle Creek, 6’

Pole vault — 1. Clayton 
Carney, Norfolk Catholic, 12’

Long jump — 1. Landon 
Olson, Battle Creek, 23’1”

Triple jump — 1. Boden Obst, 
Battle Creek, 41’7”

Shot put — 1. Kamden 
Dusatko, Stanton, 53’

Discus — 1. Kade Pieper, 
Norfolk Catholic, 154’1”; 8. 
Dylon Lueking, EPPJ, 119’4”
Girls

100 meter dash — 1. Zelie 
Sorensen, O’Neill, 12.76 
seconds

200 meter dash — 1. Zelie 
Sorensen, O’Neill, 27.03 
seconds

400 meter dash — 1. 
Savannah Siebrandt, Stanton, 
1:07.25

800 meter run — 1. Kenzie 
Mosel, Elkhorn Valley, 2:34.70; 
8. Kaitey Schumacher, EPPJ, 
2:54.20

1600 meter run — 1. Kenzie 
Mosel, Elkhorn Valley, 6:05.50

3200 meter run — 1. Sylvia 
Cunningham, Stanton, 13:33.25

100 meter hurdles — 1. 
Maddie Oltmanns, Battle 
Creek, 16.33 seconds

300 meter hurdles — 1. Mya 
Zohner, Battle Creek, 51.57 
seconds

400 meter relay — 1. 
O’Neill, 53.16 seconds; 8. 
EPPJ (Ashlynne Charf, Kate 
Furstenau, Skyler Meis, 
Taylynne Charf), 58.02

1600 meter relay — 1. Norfolk 
Catholic, 4:38.50; 8. EPPJ 
(Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne 
Charf, Kaitey Schumacher, 
Elise Ruterbories), 5:03.14

3200 meter relay — 1. 
Elkhorn Valley, 11:33.90; 6. 
EPPJ (Maddie Kolm, Baylee 
Busteed, Sharon Bartak, 
Kaitey Schumacher), 13:36.77

High jump — 1. Channatee 
Robles, Norfolk Catholic, 5’4”

Pole vault — 1. Mya Zohner, 
Battle Creek, 10’6”

Long jump — 1. Paytyn 
Taake, Battle Creek, 17’

Triple jump — 1. May 
Zohner, Battle Creek, 34’6.5”; 5. 
Skyler Meis, EPPJ, 32’6.5”

Shot put — 1. Jaid Wehrle, 
Battle Creek, 33’1.25”

Discus — 1. Peace 
Akinigbagbe, Plainview, 101’1”

From Page Four
Track

Earning awards voted on by the team were (l-r) Keyera Eisenhauer (Wolfpack Dedication Award & Co-
MVP Offense), Ashlynne Charf (MVP Defense & Co-MVP Offense), Maddie Kolm (Most Improved) and 
Skyler Meis (Practice Player of the Year). E-R photos/DMorgan

Letter winners for the Wolfpack girls basketball team during the 2021-2022 season were (front row, l-r): 
Taylynne Charf, Brenna Martinsen and Maddie Kolm. Back row: Sara Bode, Ashlynne Charf, Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Skyler Meis and Kaylee Ramold. The awards banquet was held Monday night at the EPS 
gymnasium.

Wolfpack girls basketball awards

Ethan Hinkle admiring a shot 
during the Plainview Invite Satur-
day. Photo submitted

From Page Six
Golf
title, Neligh-Oakdale was 
second at 372 followed by 
Wausa 375 and Stanton 387. 
EPPJ finished eighth out of  15 
teams vying for the team title 
with a score of  408.



Ordinance #666 — City of Elgin

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, April 18: Ham 
& noodle bake, peas, fruit 
cocktail, milk.

Tuesday, April 19: 
German casserole, tator 
tots, green beans, pears, 
milk.

Wednesday, April 20: 
(Evening Meal) Fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes 
2/gravy, corn, apple crisp, 
milk.

Thursday, April 21: 
Sloppy joes, French fries, 
baked beans, peaches, 
milk.

Friday, April 22: Egg 
bake, muffins, sausage, 
mandarin oranges, orange 
juice.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. Meals are served 
Monday thru Friday. 

Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m. Please 
call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for 
a reservation. 

Community 
Center Menus
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The Elgin Review

Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
April 4, 2022

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, April 
4, 2022, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• March regular and special 
meetings minutes, treasurer’s re-
port, transaction report, and pay-
ing the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
100.81; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 53.62; APPEARA, 
su, 48.40; Fitzgerald, Vetter, 
Temple, Bartell & Henderson, 
se, 350.00; Brenda Reikofski, 
se, 156.00; Dean’s Market, su, 
13.27; Eakes, su, 276.97; Ra-
mada, travel, 371.80; Kristin 
Childers, travel & su, 510.43; 
Flenniken Plumbing & Heating, 
se, 75.00; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 228.97; Bank of Elgin, ins, 

2250.00; Prudential, retirement, 
523.40; American Funds, retire-
ment, 152.40; US Treasury, tax, 
2434.62; NE Dept of Revenue, 
tax, 843.38; Nebraska UC Fund, 
ins, 64.95; Payroll, 2468.98

Transfer to Police Fund: 
15000.00

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
1910.29

STREET: ERPPD, se, 924.79; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 44.10; El-
gin One Stop, su, 25.15; Home-
town Station, fuel, 406.16; Mitch-
ell Equipment, equip, 4900.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 131.67; 
Payroll, 1324.65

WATER: ERPPD, se, 840.26; 
Great Plains Communications, 

se, 39.27; Verizon Wireless, su, 
44.10; One Call Concepts, se, 
4.36; NE Health Lab, se, 536.00; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 20.77; Com-
fort Inn, travel, 109.95; US Post 
Office, postage, 50.00; NE Dept 
of Revenue, tax, 21.95; Payroll, 
2649.28

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 738.58; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 50.53; One Call Concepts, 
se, 4.36; Comfort Inn, travel, 
109.95; US Post Office, postage, 
50.00; NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 
246.91; Payroll, 1014.82

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 163.40; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 57.72; APPEARA, su, 48.39; 
Travelers; RMD, ins, 2117.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 488.16

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00; US Post Office, 
postage, 50.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 5236.25; US Post Office, 
postage, 50.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 64.38; Ap-
plied Connective, su, 1945.15; 
In the Swim, su, 2199.90; Black 

Hills Energy, se, 35.02; NE Dept. 
of Revenue, tax, 5.95; Bank of 
Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 381.24; 
Applied Connective, su, 1945.15; 
Nelson Tree Service, se, 475.00; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 53.85; 
Payroll, 309.82

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 64.15; 
Great Plains Communica-
tions, se, 117.07; Amazon, bks, 
869.32; Applied Connective, su, 
4939.75; Brian Beckman, se, 
1800.00; Barbara Bode, mile-
age, 18.72; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 120.39; Payroll, 1134.84

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 33.60
RESCUE: Precision Repair, 

se, 130.77; Quick Med Claims, 
su, 225.23

• Special designated liquor li-
cense for put-put golf event Fri-
day, June 17th 

• Suspend reading of ordi-
nance 666 the three different 
days

• Ordinance 666 – Modifica-
tion of trash and garbage pickup 
rates

• Sign rental agreement with 

St. Boniface Ball Diamond Asso-
ciation for ball fields 

• Entered into Closed Session 
at 7:54 p.m.

• Reconvened to Open Ses-
sion at 8:27 p.m.

• Offer full-time maintenance 
position to Bradley Bode

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• No new pool applications
• Dust blowing from One Stop 

parking lot
• Move forward on lien for un-

paid mowing services
• Dumpsters confirmed for 

community clean-up day April 
28th 

• Library addition is being 
framed

• Opening park bathhouse
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, May 2, 2022
• Regular Meeting adjourned at 

8:40 p.m. 
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: April 13, 2022
ZNEZ

ORDINANCE NO. 666
OF THE

CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 

CITY OF ELGIN, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, TO 
PROVIDE FOR ESTABLISHING 
AND IMPOSING RATES FOR 
TRASH AND GARBAGE 
PICKUP RATES; REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF ELGIN, 
NEBRASKA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That, pursuant to 
Chapter 7, Article 4 of the Official 
Municipal Code of the City of 
Elgin, Nebraska and Nebraska 
law, the City of Elgin, Nebraska 
(hereinafter “Elgin”) provides 
curbside trash and garbage 
pickup to residents and business 

owners of the City.
Section 2. That the City herein 

has established charges to be 
paid by each person whose 
premises are served by the City 
solid waste collection system. 
That the effective date for the 
application of the charges set 
forth herein shall be July 1, 2022.

Section 3. That such charges 
shall be as follows:

1. Residential Rates:
a. One person 

residence:------------------- $13.50
b. Two person residence: -----

--------------------------------- $14.50
c. Three or more person 

residence: ------------------- $15.50
2. Business/Commercial 

Rates:
a. Business without a 

dumpster and once (1) per week 
pickup:----------------------- $15.50

b. Business with a dumpster 
and once (1) per week pickup: 

--------------------------------- $20.00
c. Business with a dumpster 

and twice (2) per week pickup: 
--------------------------------- $38.00

d. Apartment complexes where 
the apartment complex residents 
do not pay the City for trash 
pickup: ----------------------- $38.00

Section 4. Any other 
ordinances in conflict with 
the terms hereof are hereby 
repealed.

Section 5. This ordinance shall 
be in full force and effect on and 
after its passage, approval, and 
publication as provided by State 
Law.

PASSED AND APPROVED 
this 4th day of April, 2022 .

BY Mike Schmitt
Mayor

ATTEST: Kristin L. Childers
City Clerk
PUBLISH: April 13, 2022
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
April 5, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the March 8, 2022 
Commissioner Meeting.  Cor-
respondence was reviewed. 
Monthly Zoning Permit Report 
and Clerk of the District Court 
Report was reviewed.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Approved one (1) administrative 
plat.  Will advertise for update of 
Comprehensive Plan.

Authorized clerk to advertise 
for bids on Micro-surfacing Proj-
ects.

Authorized Highway Superin-
tendent to study 844.5 Road for 
closing.

Quarterly jail inspection com-
pleted.

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
Road Superintendent Report: 

approved one (1) oversize per-
mits, three (3) access permits, 
one (1) underground permit.  Ap-
proved rehires for seasonal help.

Tabled discussion on shed and 
furnace.

Approved resolution regarding 
obstruction in 848th Road.

Approved NPAIT Resolution.

SECTION 00 10 00
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of “2022 Microsurfacing 
for Antelope and Knox County,” 
JEO Project No. 220415.00, 
QuestCDN No. 8177154, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756, until 9:30 
AM on the 3rd day of May, 2022, 
and thereafter will be read aloud.

The work is generally described 

Approved liquor license.
Meeting Adjourned.  

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

CHARLIE HENERY /s/
Chairman of County Board

Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: April 13, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
as follows: 12 miles of asphalt 
patching and microsurfacing.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$900,000.00

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project.

All Proposals for said con-
struction work must be made on 
blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security to 
be made payable to the Treasur-
er of Antelope County, Nebraska 
as liquidated damages in case 
the bid is accepted and the bid-
der neglects or refuses, to enter 
into contract and furnish bond in 
accordance herewith.

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 404 S 25th Street, 
Ste. B, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact us 
at 402.371.6416. In order to bid 
the project, the contract docu-
ments must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.
ANTELOPE COUNTY, NE-
BRASKA

Charlie Henery, 
Board Chairperson

ATTEST: Lisa Payne, Clerk
PUBLISH: April 13, 20 & 27, 
2022

INVITATION TO BID LEAN-TO 
ADDITION TO SHOP 
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
1. PROJECT INFORMATION. 

Wheeler County School District 
No. 92- 0045, commonly known 
as Wheeler Central Schools (the 
“District”), is requesting bids from 
qualified individuals or entities for 
a lean-to addition to the District’s 
current metal and wood shop. 
The project site will be available 
for construction to commence 
immediately upon the District is-
suing a Notice to Proceed. Con-
struction shall be substantially 
complete no later than August 5, 
2022.

2. BID SUBMISSION AND 
OPENING. One (1) copy of the 
bid shall be submitted by email 
to Rod Olson, Superintendent 
of Schools, at the following 
email address: rodney.olson@
wbroncs.org. Bids will be re-
ceived until 2:00 pm local time 
on May 4, 2022, at which time 
they will be opened publicly and 
simultaneously in the presence 
of bidders and/or their represen-
tatives. Any bid received after the 
deadline will not be opened or 
considered, and will be returned 

to bidder.
3. AWARDING OF BID. The 

bid will be awarded to the low-
est responsible, responsive 
bidder. The winning bid shall 
be announced by the Board of 
Education at its meeting to be 
held on May 9, 2022, or at such 
other meeting determined by the 
Board.

4. DAVIS-BACON. All Bidders 
must comply with the Davis-Ba-
con Act and other applicable fed-
eral requirements. Contractors 
and their subcontractors are to 
pay laborers and mechanics em-
ployed directly upon the site of 
the work no less than the locally 
prevailing wages and fringe ben-
efits paid on projects of a similar 
character as determined by the 
U.S. Secretary of Labor.

5. INQUIRIES AND BIDDING 
DOCUMENTS. Requests for bid-
ding documents, including full bid 
instructions, and all questions, 
inquiries, or requests for clarifica-
tion or site inspection should be 
submitted by email to Superin-
tendent Olson at rodney.olson@
wbroncs.org.
PUBLISH: April 13, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Wheeler Central Schools

Stay Informed!
Read the Public Notices!
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Bartlett News

By Ben Beckman
Extension Educator

It seems like every year there is a new or emerging insect pest 
in northeast Nebraska. This year that insect is the soybean stem 
borer, sometimes called the Dectes stem borer. In the past this 
insect has not been of  concern for northeast Nebraska farmers, 
but during the last few years it has reached economically damag-
ing levels in a few fields as far north as Knox County.

The soybean stem borer is a native species that is widely 
distributed across North America east of  the Rocky Mountains. 
Adults are elongate, gray beetles with antennae longer than the 
body, and about 1/4 to 1/2 inches long. The larvae are found in 
soybean stems and are legless, creamy white with a strongly 
segmented body, enlarged near the head and gradually tapering 
toward the rear, with brown heads, and about 1/2 to 5/8 inches 
long when mature. Its main hosts are cultivated sunflower, soy-
bean, giant ragweed, and cocklebur.

In mid-summer the females lay eggs in the upper soybean leaf  
petioles and the larvae gradually borer into and up and down the 
stem. It is not the “boring” that is really the problem, but the gir-
dling of  the stem base late in the season. If  enough of  the plants 
are infested, a strong wind causes the stems to break about 2 to 
4 inches from the ground, so plants fall over (lodge) and are not 
harvestable. 

In the past this insect only reached pest levels in soybean south 
of  Nebraska, but over the last 20 years it has gradually reached 
damaging levels in the north central U.S. This could be because 
of  climate change, changes in agronomic practices, or some 
other combination of  factors, but whatever the reason, we now 
must watch for it in northeast Nebraska.  

The first indication you may have soybean stem borer in your 
soybean field is leaf  flagging, which is a single wilting or brown 
leaf  on an otherwise healthy plant. This is caused by the young 
larvae boring through the leaf  petiole and into the main stem. 

Unfortunately, there are few consistently effective management 

Another emerging soybean pest to watch for...
options for soybean stem borer. Adults emerge and lay eggs over 
a long period, so it is hard to target a good time to treat them with 
insecticides. Larvae are in the stem, so it is hard to reach them 
with insecticides. However, there are several cultural practices 
can help reduce losses.

Weed control to reduce alternate hosts, such as ragweed and 
cocklebur, can help reduce soybean stem borer. Burying borer-
infested stubble 2 to 3 inches after harvest can reduce soybean 
stem borer  the following year. Adult soybean stem borers are not 
strong fliers, so crop rotation may reduce damage in areas where 
soybean acreage is limited. Early planted, short-season soybean 
varieties are more likely to suffer harvest loss from lodging, so 

longer season varieties that mature later may allow more time 
to harvest before lodging occurs. If  one has a history of  injury, 
or observes  injury symptoms this year, they should carefully 
monitor these fields August through September. If  extensive stalk 
tunneling occurs, the fields are at risk for lodging and should be 
targeted to harvest first to minimize harvest loss due to lodging.

The soybean stem borer is still at low levels in most of  north-
east Nebraska, but bears watching. Additional information on 
scouting and management for soybean stem borer can be found in 
the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln Extension CropWatch News-
letter at https://cropwatch.unl.edu/ .

Submitted by Tom Hunt

(L-R) Heidi Borg, staff member of Jim Pillen, Nadine Bane, Vice 
Chairman of Greeley County Republican Party, Bob Nichols and El-
lis Schrunk, chairman of Wheeler County Republican Convention. 
Photo submitted    

By Sherry Tetschner
The Wheeler County Republican Convention was held Satur-

day, April 7,  at 1 p.m at the old fire hall in Bartlett. Nadine Bane, 
Vice Chairman of  Greeley County Republican Party, chaired this 
official session. Special  guests were Jennifer Hicks of  Peru, run-
ning for Nebraska Attorney General; Michael Connely of  York, 
running for Nebraska Governor; Rex Schroeder of  Palmyra, 
running for Nebraska Secretary of  State; and Heidi Borg, staff  
member of  Jim Pillen who is running for governor. 

Connely began the meeting with a prayer which was followed  
by  the reciting of  the “Pledge of  Allegiance” by those attend-
ing. Motions were then made for Wheeler County GOP officers.  
Doug Allemang nominated Ellis Schrunk for the position of  
chairman. The motion was seconded by Dwight Nichols. The mo-
tion passed with a vote of  those attending. Lois Schrunk nomi-
nated Dwight Nichols for the position of  Vice Chair. The motion 
was seconded by Steven Schrunk. The motion passed with a vote 
of  those attending.  Doug Allemang was nominated for the posi-
tion of  secretary/treasurer. The motion also passed. 

Hicks, Schroeder and Connely each spoke to the audience about 
issues they were passionate about. Borg spoke on behalf  of  Jim 
Pillen. The meeting ended with Nadine Bane declaring that the 
Wheeler County GOP is now officially organized.  

*****
Andy and Nikki  Tetschner  and their  children Hannah and Ty 

were guests in our home this weekend.

reduction of  Gonzales’ $500,000, 10% cash bond.  Abler did not 
object but requested condition for no contact with victims and a 
curfew. 

Taylor reduced bond to $25,000, 10%, with conditions, including 
“provide the sheriff ’s office of  the address he will be residing and 
to have written acknowledgement of  permission to reside with 
the person. The defendant is to be at the residence by 8 p.m. and 
to not leave the residence before 6 a.m. The defendant is not to 
consume or be in possession of  alcohol or controlled substances. 
Defendant is to submit to testing by any law enforcement. The 
defendant is to have no contact with the victims.”  Gonzales is 
represented by public defender Melissa Figueroa of  Norfolk.

Sadie S. Dorn, 42, of  Norfolk, who was set for a bench trial on a 
charge of  driving under suspension, alleged May 28, 2020, re-
quested continuance. Taylor set the case for a status hearing May 
18. Bond posted Feb. 6, in the amount of  $1,500, 10%, is continued. 
Dorn is self-represented.

Raymond F. Poli, 45, of  Neligh was granted continuance, until 
May 18, for arraignment on a Class 3 misdemeanor charge of  no 
operator’s license, alleged Jan. 21, in Neligh.

Taylor signed warrants for three defendants for writing bad 
checks, on motions and affidavits filed by Abler on March 31. 
Warrants were issued for Michael Braband, 27, of  Elgin, charged 
with five felony counts; Dustin G. Carman, 28, of  Plainview, 
four misdemeanor counts; and Scott G. Bruckner, 50, of  Neligh, 
charged with a single misdemeanor count.

From Page Five
Court

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Haiden M. Sleister, 18, of  Tilden appeared in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh on April 6, to be sentenced for 
the assault of  a county road worker last fall. 

The Honorable Donna Taylor sentenced Sleister to one 
year in the Antelope County Jail for third-degree assault, 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, with credit for 25 days previously 
served. He was sentenced to a concurrent 30 days in the 
county jail and his driver’s license was revoked for one year 
for willful reckless driving, a Class 3 misdemeanor, and was 
taxed $60 costs of  prosecution. Sleister was represented by 
Antelope County public defender Melissa Figueroa.

He pleaded guilty to the offenses Jan. 5, pursuant to a plea 
agreement. Sleister, who turned 18 on the day of  the assault, 
Sept. 23, 2021, was arrested Sept. 25, following an investiga-
tion into injuries sustained by the county employee near the 
Oakdale village lagoon. The worker had confronted Sleister 
and his companions prior to the assault, after he had wit-
nessed Sleister, who was the driver of  a vehicle, and two 
others who were riding on the outside of  the vehicle. 

Breanna M. McNutt, 21, of  Stanton, was sentenced to an 
eight-month term of  probation for third-degree assault, 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, and criminal mischief, a Class 2 
misdemeanor. She was ordered to pay probation fees totaling 
$270, costs of  $60 and $1,694.58 restitution - $729.58 to Ante-
lope County deputy Shelby Keetle and $965 to the Antelope 
County Sheriff ’s Department. 

Represented by Frederick Bartell of  Norfolk, McNutt 
pleaded guilty per terms of  a plea deal, Dec. 15, 2021. Count I 
was reduced from a felony assault of  an officer charge. She 
was being booked into the Antelope County Jail on Stanton 
County charges Oct. 12, 2021, when she assaulted Keetle and 
broke glass in a window of  a jail cell. 

Ian T. McConkey, 30, of  Mankato, Minnesota, was sen-
tenced to 30 days in the county jail and fined $500 for at-
tempted possession of  a controlled substance, a Class 1 mis-
demeanor, a charge reduced from a felony possession charge 
in a plea deal. He was represented by Figueroa.

Roger R. Hauf, 20, of  O’Neill appeared in front of  Taylor 
for sentencing. Taylor sentenced Hauf  to an 18-month term 
of  probation, including related fees totaling $580, for driv-
ing under the influence of  alcohol, second offense, a Class 
W misdemeanor. His driver’s license was revoked for 18 
months and he was assessed $150 costs of  prosecution. Hauf  
was represented by Figueroa. He pleaded guilty to the Sept. 
12, 2021, offense Feb. 2, pursuant to a plea agreement.

Hope M. Llanos, 32, of  Schuyler was fined $750 and as-
sessed $50 costs for obstructing government operations, 
a Class1 misdemeanor committed Jan. 8 at the Antelope 
County Law Enforcement Center in Neligh. She appeared for 
pretrial hearing, withdrew her previous not guilty plea and 
entered a no contest plea, pursuant to an agreement with 
Abler. In return Abler recommended a fine only. Llanos was 
represented by Figueroa.

A 14-year-old Elgin youth pleaded guilty, by waiver, to a 
Class 3 misdemeanor, driving without a license, in Elgin on 
Feb. 2. The youth was fined $75 and $49 costs.

Teen gets year in county jail
for assault on county employee

 The Cedar Creek 4H meeting was held on April 10, 2022. 
Gemma Miller called the meeting to order. Sophia Burke lead the 
Pledge of  Allegiance. Jayda Chessmore read the minutes from 
the last meeting. Ally Scheer accepted the minutes. Victoria 
Evans seconded. Jayda did role call. Twelve people were present, 
Victoria E. brought snacks. Our Club talked about the garden 
project and that we will have our meeting at Millers on May 22nd 
at 7:00 p.m. After our meeting we will plant our garden. Ally 
made a motion to have the meeting at Millers. Sophia seconded 
it. Kinley made a motion to adjorn the meeting. Jacob seconded 
it. Brayden lead the 4-H Pledge.  

Sydney Niewohner, News Reporter

4-H News 

By Barb Bode and Dianne Gunderson
Co-librarians

Windy outside?  Why not check out a book.  It will still be 
windy outside, but you will have a book.  

New books to keep you from getting wind blown include:  A 
Stranger’s Game by Colleen Coble, Something to Hide: A Lynley 
Novel by Elizabeth George, The Horsewoman by James Patter-
son, Find Me: A Novel by Alafair Burke, Robert B. Parker’s Bye 
Bye Baby (Spenser) by Ace Atkins, One Step Too Far: A Frankie 
Elkin Novel by Lisa Gardner, Lightning in a Mirror by Jayne Ann 
Krentz, City of  the Dead:  An Alex Delaware Novel by Jonathan 
Kellerman, Abandoned in Death by J.D. Robb and Diablo Mesa 
(nora Kelly, 3) by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child.  The Chase 
by Candice Fox, The Summer Getaway by Susan Mallery, The 
Lightning Rod by Brad Meltzer, What Happened to the Bennetts 
by Lisa Scottoline, Fallen Creed by Alex Kava, High Stakes by 
Danielle Steel, A Relative Murder by Jude Deveraux, The Match 
by Harlan Coben.  Juvenile books include:  Middle School:  It’s a 
Zoo in Here (Middle School, 14) by James Patterson.

April Lego League has been cancelled due to Easter as well as 
construction. We will hold our final Lego League of  the school 
year on Monday, May 16.  

Do you love leaving a May Day basket for a friend or relative?  
The library has just the activity for you. Children grades kinder-
garten through 3rd are invited to come to the library on Friday, 
April 29 after school to make a May Day basket for a friend, 
neighbor or someone special.  Children who are interested 
should call the library to sign up by April 27 to ensure that we 
have enough supplies.

Have an Air Fryer or wondering if  you should buy one?  The 
library will be hosting an Air Fryer class on Thursday, May 5 at 
6:30 P.M.  

It will be held at the Elgin Community Center.  The cost will be 
$15 per participant.  The class will be taught by Brittany Spieker, 
Extension Educator with the Nebraska Extension office.  Please 
sign up by May 3 by calling the library.

To keep up with everything that is happening at the library 
visit us on our website at http://libraries.ne.gov/elgin or on 
Facebook.  Our regular hours are Monday 4-7 p.m., Tuesday 1-5 
p.m., Wednesday 1-7 p.m., Thursday 1-5 p.m. and Friday 9 - 12 p.m.

Library News
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Support our 
Merchants!

Jarek Erickson, an eighth grader at Elgin Public Schools, won ‘Best 
of Show’ at the ESU#8 Art Show held over the weekend at the Ante-
lope County Fairgrounds. Photo & information submitted

Elgin Public Schools had a number of  excellent entries at the 
ESU#8 Art Show held at Neligh over the weekend.

Eighth grade student Jarek Erickson received a ‘Best of  Show’ 
award.

EPS Art Instructor Rita Heithoff  announced the names of  local 
students earning ribbons. They were:

K-8 ribbon winners were:
Blue — Gentry Zwingman-5th grade; Cael Bottorf-4th; McK-

enna Sauser and Shania Buschow-3rd
Red — Jarek Erickson-8th grade; Baylee Chessmore and Rylen 

Schwarting-7th; Sophia Burke (2 ribbons)-5th; and Garrett 
Busteed-4th

High School — Rylie Vitamvas-Blue; Jessica Getzfred-Red; and 
Isabella Smidt-Honorable Mention

Erickson earns ‘Best of
Show’ at ESU#8 Art Show

Elgin Public will be having their 7-12 Spring Concert on Mon-
day, April 25 at 7 p.m. According to band instructor Eric Heithoff, 
this concert will feature the concert band and choir, as well as 
solos and small groups that competed at District Music Contest.

Also, an Elementary Spring Concert will be held on Thursday, 
May 12 at 7 p.m. 

All students in grades PK-6 will perform, and will feature 
grades 2-6 in the mini musical Summer Camp!

The EPS band will also be performing at the Park Center and 
West Cedar Valley Cemeteries during the Memorial Day services, 
and the EPS Choir will be performing during Graduation on May 
7 at 4 p.m.

Spring concert date announced

The Knights of Columbus 
State Free Throw Champion-
ship round was held at Grand 
Island Central Catholic Sun-
day. Elgin’s Carter Selting 
placed first in the 9 year old 
boys division. He is the son 
of Brian and Kelsey Selting. 
Photo submitted

Call Carter
a state

champion
free throw

shooter

Members of the Elgin High Community Club assisted Saturday with the Easter Egg Hunt at Elgin City Park. Shown with the Easter Bunny 
were (front row, l-r): Libby Evans, Baylee Chessmore, Easter Bunny, Lillie Kinney, Kierstyn Eisenhauer and Sadie Thiessen. Standing: Ad-
visor Crystal Borer, Gemma Miller, Kayton Zwingman, Trissa Russell, Trey Rittscher, Megan Wright, Austin Hinkle, Callie Heithoff, Tristen 
Mortensen and Sara Bode. E-R photos/LMorgan

EHCC busy,
donates money
to Elgin Library
Tuesday morning, Advisor 
Crystal Borer and several 
members of the EHCC presented 
a check to the Elgin Public Library 
for $1,000. The donation is going 
to be used for the library’s new 
addition.  The EHCC raised 
money being donated through 
the car show at Treasures in the 
Park and sold candy grams for 
Valentine’s Day. Pictured are, 
left to right: Co-librarians Dianne 
Gunderson and Barb Bode, 
Blake Ofe, advisor Crystal Borer, 
Trissa Russell, Libby Evans and 
Megan Wright.

Red Cross

BLOODMOBILE
will be in Elgin next Wednesday,

April 20 
9 am - 3 pm
Elgin Knights of Columbus Hall

Make your
appointment online at 
redcrossblood.org
or call EPS at 
402-843-2455
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By Julia Schwartz
FFA Advisor

State FFA was back in person in Lincoln April 6, 7, and 8 
with over 6,000 members attending this year! 42 members 
of  the Elgin FFA Chapter were among those, competing and 
participating in contests and workshops along with attending 
numerous general sessions held at Pinnacle Bank Arena. 
Most of  the contests were held at UNL’s East Campus where 
university instructors and students enrolled in Agricultural 
and Leadership courses help put on the contests. Workshops 
and speaking events are spread amongst HayMarket hotel 
conference rooms. 

It was a great experience for most of  the Elgin members 
since only the seniors have had the opportunity to attend state 
convention in person as freshmen. Along with the experiences 
gained, the members had fun interacting with other FFA kids 
and leaders in agricultural industries.  
Agriscience Fair

Division II Social Systems: Gold, Champions. Kyndal 
Busteed and Kayton Zwingman

Division II Animal Science Systems: Gold, State Runner - Up. 
Jarek Erickson and Trey Rittscher

Division III Food Science Systems: Gold, 3rd Place Overall. 
Keyera Eisenhauer

Division V Social Systems: Gold, Champion. Sharon Bartak
Leadership Development Events (LDE’s) Highlights

Sam Hemenway. State Runner-Up Cooperative Speaking
Baylee Busteed. Silver Medal Jr. Public Speaking
Career Development Events (CDE’s) Highlights

Agriscience:
5th Overall Team out of  127 Teams: Callie Heithoff, Sara 

Bode, Taylor Beckman and Kate Furstenau
Callie was the 16th overall Ind, Sara was 19th and Taylor was 

29th. All earning purple ribbons.

Ag Biotechnology:
11th overall Team: Ethan Hinkle, Cale Kinney, Paiton Hoefer, 

Jack Wemhoff
Ethan and Cale were ribbon winners placing in the top 25%

Jr Division Livestock Judging:
9th overall team out of  55 teams. Nick Anderson, Samantha 

Durre, Baylee Busteed and Brenna Martinsen.
Samantha and Nick were ribbon winners placing in the top 

25%
State FFA Degree’s

Lexi Bode, Emily Mlnarik and Colton Wright
Agriculture Issues Academy

Ethan Hinkle, William Heilhecker, Sharon Bartak and 
Keyera Eisenhauer

The Agricultural Issues Academy (AIA) was started as 
an idea under the Alliance for the Future of  Agriculture 
(A-FAN) several years ago, along with Nebraska Cattlemen, 
Nebraska Corn Board, Nebraska Corn Growers Association 
and the Nebraska Pork Producers Association, as a new 
opportunity for Nebraska FFA members to learn about the 
issues involving Nebraska agriculture. Through the AIA, the 
members were able to identify ways that agriculture supports 
and builds communities, both rural and urban. They learned 
ways to connect with and build partnerships to foster better 
communication - not only with consumers, but  also with the 
general public, who are directly and indirectly employed in 
agriculture.
“I Believe” in the Future of  Ag Campaign contest

As a chapter, Elgin was the 3rd place chapter in the state. 
This contest was a combination of  earning donations (which 
Elgin earns a majority from their annual labor auction) 
and students completing online activities or inviting guest 
speakers into the classroom to earn points. Thank you to 
everyone who helped the chapter earn this!

The 2022 Elgin Easter Egg Hunt winners. Age 2 & Under, Haiden 
Childers; 3 & 4, Layton Beckman; 7-8-9 Rylie Beard. Not pictured: 
Darren Reich who won in the 5 & 6 division. The Easter Egg Hunt is 
sponsored annually by the Elgin Community Club. E-R photo/DMor-
gan

Elgin Easter Egg Hunt
winners announced

Outside of Pinnacle Bank Arena, Elgin FFA members posed for a group photo. Photos submitted

Elgin FFA shines at state convention

Keyera Eisenhauer Sam Hemenway Emma Mlnarik, Colton Wright and Lexi Bode

Trey Rittscher and Jarek Erickson Sharon Bartak Kyndal Busteed and Kayton Zwingman

Some fun while at convention. The Elgin Chapter relaxes together.


