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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Organization — Botha Farm & 
Truck Repair, LLC

Backflow Prevention — City of Elgin
Annual Water Report — City of Elgin
Notice to Creditors — Estate of Lois 

Schutt
Notice of Organization — Schindler Broth-

ers Trucking, LLC
Notice of Organization — RJ KOENIG, LLC 
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

 Date High Low Prec
March 24 38 25 1.56
March 25 25 10 .24
March 26 21 09 .00
March 27 36 15 .00
March 28 55 27 .00
March 29 54 33 .00
March 30 40 32 .00
Total for last week  2.00
Total for March   2.00 
Total precipitation 2024  4.03

The high temperature last week 
was 55 degrees recorded on Thurs-
day, March 28. 

The low during the same period 
was 9 degrees recorded on Tuesday, 
March 26.

Altogether, 1.80 of an inch of pre-
cipitation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

The date has been announced for 
the next visit of the Red Cross Blood-
mobile to Elgin.

The Elgin Public High School blood 
drive will be held on Wednesday, 
April 17. The bloodmobile will be 
accepting donations from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. that day at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall. For an appointment, contact 
the high school at (402) 843-2455 or 
schedule online at www.redcross-
blood.org.

EPS to host
next bloodmobile

on April 17 
To be held at KC Hall.

The annual St. John’s the Baptist 
Catholic Church ‘potato bake’ in Pe-
tersburg will be held Sunday, April 7, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

St John’s annual
potato bake to
be held Sunday 

At Werner Hall.

ALBION – Boone County Health 
Center (BCHC) announced Monday the 
appointment of Anne Parks to its Foun-
dation Board. With a rich background 
in banking and a deep commitment 
to community service, Parks brings a 
wealth of experience and dedication to 
her new role.

Anne Parks, a native of Petersburg, 
has served as Vice President at Bank of 
Elgin for 19 years. 

Parks’ connection to Boone Coun-
ty Health Center runs deep, having 
previously served as the Foundation 
Director from 2001 to 2004. 

She brings firsthand experience of 
the Health Center’s 
evolution and its vital 
role in the community.

Parks, alongside her 
husband Ed, a Crop 
Insurance Adjustor, 
and their children 
Brent, Evan, and Jen-
na, understands the 
importance of accessi-
ble healthcare in rural 
areas. Her commitment 
to the Health Center’s 
mission stems from 
the belief in the invaluable services it 
provides locally. As a long-term resi-
dent of the area, Parks has personally 
witnessed the transformative impact 
of Boone County Health Center on her 
family’s health and well-being.

When asked about her motivations 
for joining the Foundation Board, 
Parks emphasized the critical support 
the Foundation offers to the Health 
Center, underscoring the significance 
of local healthcare services. She ex-
pressed her excitement about BCHC’s 
advancements, particularly highlight-
ing the Rudman Rehabilitation Center, 
a project she was closely involved with 
in its early stages.

Parks encourages individuals con-
sidering healthcare options to explore 
Boone County Health Center, empha-
sizing its exceptional team of providers 
and comprehensive services available 
locally. She believes that by choosing 
Boone County Health Center, patients 
gain access to high-quality care with-
out the need to travel to urban areas.

Boone County Health Center is 
honored to welcome Anne Parks to its 
Foundation Board and looks forward 
to her valuable contributions towards 
advancing healthcare accessibility and 
excellence in the community.

Parks elected to
BCHC Foundation
Board of Directors

Anne
Parks

Members of the District #18 Board 
of Education will gather next week for 
their regular monthly meeting.

The school board is scheduled to 
meet at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
10 in the meeting room in the high 
school building. Among the items ex-
pected to be on the agenda is approval 
of a chair lift replacement. The item 
was tabled at last month’s meeting.

The meeting is open to the public.

District #18
School Board to
meet next week 

On April 10 at the high school.

Koda Fernau, 20, of Neligh was an 
18-year-old Summerland High School 
student when he made comments on a 
school bus and at a Neligh workplace 
in September 2022, comments that re-
sulted in his arrest on a felony terror-
istic threat charge.

According to arrest affidavits, while 
riding on a Summerland bus Sept. 2, 
2022, Fernau commented about pur-
chasing a firearm and, while at work 
on Sept. 9, threatened to “shoot up” a 
Summerland bus.

Fernau pleaded guilty early this 
year to a Class 1 misdemeanor charge 
of third-degree assault (threaten an-
other in a menacing manner), as part 
of a plea deal with Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith.

On March 27, in the Antelope 
County district courtroom in Neligh, 
the Honorable James Kube sentenced 
Fernau to a 12-month term of proba-
tion. Probation terms included, among 
other things, 90 days incarceration, 
with credit given for 90 days previously 
served, and payment of $390 in proba-
tion fees and $147 costs. 

Kube specifically forbid use of any 
THC/CBD products unless approved by 
a healthcare provider. 

When questioned by Kube, Fernau 
admitted use of “legal stuff like CBD, 
not THC,” for medicinal purposes. 

He also told the judge about mental 
health diagnoses, prescribed treat-
ment, and effects of the treatment. The 

judge cautioned him about self-medi-
cation.

“I’m concerned with THC/CDB use,” 
Kube said. “It’s so easy to get.”

Fernau told the judge he had no 
memory of the incident on the bus. “I 
don’t remember because with my an-
ger, I get so mad I black out,” he said. 

Fernau’s appointed attorney, Ryan 
Stover of Norfolk, noted his client’s 
“unstable upbringing, sometimes with 
mom, sometimes with dad,” along with 
the number of schools he had attended. 

The judge acknowledged Fernau’s 
difficult childhood.

Stover said no threats were made di-
rectly to kids on the school bus but that 
comments made later at his workplace 
were interpreted as threatening.

*****
Two others were also sentenced to 

probation by Kube on March 27.
Max Kerkman, 35, of Oakdale ap-

peared alongside his attorney, Brad 
Montag of Norfolk, for sentencing on a 
Class 4 felony, possession of oxycodone. 

Smith, citing a note in Kerkman’s 
file alleging possession of a “fake urine 
bottle,” requested a drug test. Kube 
said it was “not unreasonable” and or-
dered the test. Kerkman tested clean.

Kerkman told the judge he has not 
used drugs since June 2023 and had 
successfully completed both inpatient 
and outpatient treatment in August 
2023.

“For the first time in my life, I feel 
like I am going in the right direction,” 
Kerkman told Kube.

Kube ordered Kerkman to serve a 

24-month probation term, including 
payment of $750 in probation fees and 
$137 costs. 

He was ordered to serve 90 days in 
the county jail before probation ends, 
unless waived, with credit given for 21 
days previously served.

Kerkman was arrested following 
a June 6, 2023, federal post-release 
supervision search at his Oakdale 
residence.

*****
Matthew P. Williams, 52, of Omaha, 

was sentenced to concurrent 18-month 
terms of probation for a Class 3A 
felony, terroristic threats and a Class 
1 misdemeanor, third-degree assault, 
both committed June 21, 2022, in Nel-
igh. 

Probation conditions include pay-
ment of $570 probation fees and $137 
costs. 

He was also ordered to serve 90 days 
in the Antelope County Jail prior to 
end of probation, unless waived, with 
credit for 57 days previously served, 
and 90 days of continuous alcohol 
monitoring.

Williams maintained firearms in his 
possession were not loaded and that he 
had not pointed a weapon at anyone.

He said he pleaded no contest in 
January, “just to get case over.”

“He hasn’t had any kind of violent 
history at all,” Antelope County public 
defender Pat Carney said. “He received 
a pretty good beating...was hospitalized 
and transferred to Omaha.”

Smith said a presentence report was 
“generally favorable to (Williams).”

By Sandy Schroth

court reporter

Former student sentenced for Summerland bus incident

Plans have been finalized for Elgin’s 
annual Community Cleanup Day.

Meeting Monday night, the Elgin 
City Council was told by City Clerk 
Kristin Childers that dumpsters have 
been lined up for the event.

The date will be Friday, April 19.
On that day, dumpsters will be 

placed on the lot directly north of 
Elgin Livestock. There, residents will 
be allowed to bring items to be hauled 
away.

At the end of the day the dumpsters 
will be picked up. 

Started years ago by the Elgin Com-
munity/Chamber of Commerce, the 
annual event provides residents with 
an opportunity to dispose of non-trash 
items no longer needed or wanted.

Also at Monday night’s meeting, 
the Council approved hiring summer 
pool help. Sue Vanis will return as 
pool manager as will Ass’t. Manager 
Karin Kinney. Part-time lifeguards 
hired were Kylie Lichtenberg, Kayton 
Zwingman, Haley Parks, Tessa Barlow, 
Brooke Kinney and Camry Kittelson.

Last month the council hired Julie 
Thiessen as an assistant pool man-
ager along with part-time lifeguards 
Natalie Burenheide and Kaitey Schum-
acher. Also, Baylee Busteed was hired 
as office summer help.

Cleanup Day
now set for

April 19

As part of PJCC’s 38th annual Develop-
ment Dinner last month, Ken and Joan 
Stuhr made two large donations. In sep-
arate checks they donated $10,000 to the 
Lavigne Challenge Grant and $20,000 to 
PJCC Development. Accepting the dona-
tions was Father John Norman who, earlier 
in the evening, presented the Stuhrs with 
the Annual Roncalli Award.

E-R photo/LMorgan

Stuhrs present
large gifts at
Development

Dinner

The skies were cold and damp and the ground was wet, perfect conditions Saturday morning for Elgin firefighters and EMTs to con-
duct a training exercise south of town. Beginning at 8 a.m., the house was fully ablaze by 10 a.m. Also on hand were training conductors 
from Norfolk, O’Neill and Neligh to lend assistance during the practice. The house was the former home of the Harold Heithoff family 
which was sold along with the farmland.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Training exercise held Saturday 
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This year, Antelope Memo-
rial Hospital’s “Move it 2 Lose 
it Challenge” was held for ten 
weeks from January 8th through 
March 18th. It was coordinated 
by Vanessa Carpenter, AMH 
Wellness Director. A total of 504 
pounds were 
collectively lost 
by the 53 contes-
tants, consisting 
of eight men, 25 
women and five 
teams of four. 

In the Men’s 
Division, the 
first-place 
winner was Dr. 
Troy Dawson, 
losing 15.8% of 
his total body 
weight. Other winners included 
− second-place: Tim Kester, Jr. 
(Clearwater) and third-place: 
Darrel Timm (Neligh). 

“During the contest, I paid 
closer attention to what I ate 

First-place winners of the AMH Move it 2 Lose It Challenge were: Women’s Division - anonymous and Team Division (l-r) – Christie Counts, Heather 
Dawson, Amy Wright and Diann Arehart. A total of 53 individuals participated in the contest, collectively losing 504 lbs. 

Photos submitted

AMH “Move It 2 Lose It” winners announced

Dr. Troy
Dawson

and exercised more than usual,” 
said Dr. Dawson. 

“Participating in the compe-
tition really helped me to stay 
on track in reaching my goals. 
Plus, the routine texts from 
Vanessa were very encouraging 
and helpful too!” 

Winners in the Women’s Divi-
sion were – first-place: anon-
ymous, second-place: Peggy 
Green (Neligh) and third-place: 
Joyce Blackmore (Royal). 

In the Team Division, the 
first-place team winners were 
the “Fat Bottom Girls”, col-
lectively losing 8.8% of their 
total body weight. Its members 
(AMH clinic employees) in-
cluded Heather Dawson, Amy 
Wright and Diann Arehart (all 
of Neligh) and Christie Counts 
(Tilden).

“I feel the contest really 
helped me to succeed,” said 
Heather. “When you are part of 
a team, your teammates help to 

encourage and support you in 
reaching your goals. You don’t 
want to let them down. And 
being competitive, it drives you 
to do your best to win! I think 
Vanessa was also very helpful 
in offering tips along the way. If 
we were struggling, she provid-
ed feedback on possible reasons 
and solutions for it while en-
couraging us to keep going!” 

The second-place team was 
the “Flabulous Four” (all were 
members of AMH’s physical 
therapy department), consisting 
of Corrie Reynolds and Sarah 
Carlin (Neligh), Ryan Gallagh-
er (Norfolk) and Brenda Sokol 
(Verdigre). The third-place 
team was “Tachy & Unstable” 
(AMH employees), consisting of 
Trish Murray and Megan Funk 
(Neligh), Crystal Smith (Mead-
ow Grove) and Alexa Brandt 
(Orchard).  

“This was my first year 
leading the challenge and I was 

pleased with the turnout of 
contestants,” said Carpenter. “It 
was awesome to see the compe-
tition between participants in 
all categories. It was also excit-
ing to see the results at the end 
of every week and to be involved 
in everyone’s weight loss jour-
ney. Some of the participants 
who were a little apprehensive 
about joining the challenge - 
ended up surprising themselves 
by how much weight they lost. 
That was rewarding to see!” 

Prize donations were made 
by Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal, AMH Wellness, Overland 
Rehab, Snider Custom Cuts, 
Old Mill Truck Sales, Tinsley 
Grain, 319 Graphics, Neligh 
Eye Physicians, P.C., Thriftway 
Market, Clearwater Market, 
Blood Pharmacy, Subway and 
Cubby’s. 

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic students will present 
The Wizard of Oz in the St. 
Boniface Auditorium on Friday 
and Sunday, April 26 and April 
28, at 7 p.m. 

This faithful adaptation 
features all the most beloved 
songs and moments from the 

PJCC students practicing 
for ‘Wizard of Oz’ musical

1939 classic film, brought to life 
onstage. 

Young Dorothy Gale is swept 
away by a tornado from her 
Kansas farm to the magical 
land of Oz. There, she encoun-
ters a host of whimsical charac-
ters: good witches, bad witches, 
animals that talk, scarecrows 
that walk, and things magical 
to behold. 

To find her way home, she 
must journey along the Yellow 
Brick Road to see the mysteri-
ous and all-powerful Wizard in 
Emerald City. 

Along the way, she makes 
new friends, but must also 
brave many dangers, including 
the Wicked Witch of the West, 
who will stop at nothing to get 
her hands on Dorothy’s magical 
ruby slippers. To make it home 
safely, Dorothy must learn an 
important lesson: there’s no 
place like home.  Contact the 
high school or any cast member 
for tickets.

Director is Mr. Lowgaen 
Schmidt assisted by Mrs. Karin 
Kinney and accompanist Mrs. 
Emily Heithoff.

All fines in addition to 
$49 court costs. *Denotes 

an amendment of original 
charge(s).

Anthony Ortega, Plain-
view, NE 03/12/2024, No 
operator’s license, fined 
$75.00- Koch.

Daniel M Garcia, Sioux 
City, IA 03/11/2024, No 
operator’s license, fined 
$75.00- Kavan.

Remigio Jovani Verdin, 
Creighton, NE, 03/09/2024, 
No operator’s license, Over-
weight on axle or group of 
axles, Violate load con-
tents requirements, fined 
$225.00- Detlefsen. 

William J Demerath, Pla-
inview, NE 03/09/2024, Acts 
declared unlawful-license/
driving, Fined $50.00- De-
tlefsen. 

James R Witt, Clearwa-
ter, NE 03/28/2017, As-
sault-Threaten/Menacing 
Manner, Fined $500.00- 
Shaver. 

                                                                                              

Courthouse
News

The 2024 ESU 8 K-12 Art Show 
will be held at the Antelope 
County Fairgrounds Building 
in Neligh.

K-12 student artwork will 
be displayed from across our 
seven-county region - Antelope, 
Boyd, Holt, Madison, Pierce, 
Stanton, and Wheeler Counties, 
all served by ESU 8.

The show will be open to the 
public for viewing from 10:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. each day start-
ing Friday, April 5, through 
Sunday, April 7, 2024.

There is no fee to enjoy the 
art and everyone is welcome to 
attend!

ESU 8 Art Show
starts Friday
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Say What?

Elgin Columnist
Jane Schuchardt

COMMUNITY NEWS
Sixty Years Ago  April 2, 1964

Bernard Kluthe, St. Boniface High School sophomore, was 
named to the Norfolk Daily News Top 20 Team. This is a mythical 
team, selected from basketball squads from northeast Nebraska. 
Each member selected received a certificate award. 

Married Sunday evening in the home of Mrs. Arthur Bergman 
were Mrs. Patricia Bergman West and Jerry Lee Sheets. Coun-
ty Judge Royal V. Sheets, uncle of the groom, officiated at the 
seven-thirty o’clock ceremony. The bride is the daughter of Mrs. 
Arthur Bergman. Parents of the bridegroom are Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Sheets.

There was an extra large turnout to the forest meeting of the 
Jubilee Belles’ organization Tuesday evening. Bill Hopkins, Mrs. 
John Riedmiller and Mrs. A. C. Carlson had charge of the meeting 
along with ladies of the Kum-Dubl Club, who in turn sold the offi-
cial badges and bonnets to the ladies. 

Don Herley, secretary, and Hubert Schrage, were re-elected Sat-
urday night at the annual meeting of the Elgin Rural Fire Protec-
tion District. Both were for three year terms. 

Pvt. Francis J. Stuhr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Stuhr, Pe-
tersburg, completed an eight-week communications center special-
ist course at the Army Southeastern Signal School, Fort Gordon, 
Ga., Mar. 27. The 18-year-old soldier entered the Army in October 
1963 and completed basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.       

Fifty Years Ago April 4, 1974

Antelope, Knox and Pierce counties have a new Area Home Ex-
tension Agent. She is Kay Mumm, replacing Kerrol Skokan. Kay is 
a 1973 graduate of the College of Home Economics at the University 
of Nebraska. She has formerly worked with low income families 
and has worked part time with the Extension Service.

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Blanchard of Tecumseh, Mich. and Mr. and 
Mrs. Vernon Busteed announce the engagement of their children 
Deborah Ann to Robert Thomas. The bride-to-be attended Eastern 
Michigan University and is a Realtor Graduate of the University 
of Michigan. Debbie is an Associate Broker and Vice-President of 
Howland-Alder Realty, Inc. of Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The Village Board of Trustees has purchased and has installed 
a new siren located south of the Mrs. Irma Wilkinson residence. 
As of this writing the siren was coupled only to the fire phones and 
not to the automatic telephone system which controls the three 
daytime alarms.

Ron Haskin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Haskin, has enlisted in the 
Air Force and is taking his basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas. 

Funeral services were held Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in Petersburg for Leo J. Julich, 67, of 
Des Moines, Ia. and formerly of Petersburg. Rev. Ralph Lammers 
officiated and burial was made in the parish cemetery.       

Thirty Years Ago March 30, 1994

 A total of $12,500 in special contributions and memorials were 
given during the eighth annual Pope John Development Dinner 
last Sunday evening, March 27, at St. Boniface Auditorium. More 
than 275 people attended the dinner. Theme of the evening was 
“Support Catholic Schools.” 

Chris Sullivan of Elgin High School and Brady Hoefer of Pope 
John Central Catholic have been named Elgin’s representatives to 
Cornhusker Boys State this year. Boys State will be held June 5-11 
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The program provides an 
opportunity for more than 400 boys from throughout Nebraska to 
learn about state government and citizenship. 

Jazz musicians Tony and Joey Gulizia of Omaha combined with 
various Elgin Public School musical groups to present a concert 
in the school gym last Thursday evening. The brothers spent a full 
week serving as artists-in-residence at the school. 

Elgin Volunteer Fire Department responded to a rural fire call 
on Friday, March 25, at 1:30 p.m. The trash fire was located eight 
miles west, eight miles north and four miles west of Elgin, on land 
owned by Vera Dell Stuhr. The fire was extinguished in a short 
time with no damage. 

An Elgin Public Schools team placed second in Division II of the 
“Odyssey of the Mind” Regional Contest held last Saturday, March 
26, at Norfolk. The team now qualifies for the State OM Competi-
tion in Kearney on Saturday, April 9.   

Twenty Years Ago April 7, 2004

About 100 Elgin area youngsters turned out last Saturday for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt, held at the city park. 

Four Elgin businesses were burglarized early Wednesday 
morning, March 31, and the cases may be related to burglaries that 
occurred in other area towns during the same time period. The 
burglaries were discovered last Wednesday morning at Central 
Valley Ag Feed and Elevator Office, the CVA Fertilizer Plant and 
Boomerang’s bar in Elgin, as well as the CVA Service Station 
north of town. Police Chief Bob Moore said a total of about $1,000 
in cash and tools were stolen in the Elgin burglaries. 

New donations this week boosted the total in the Elgin “Dollars 
for Scholars” 2004 fund drive to more than $1,000. The fund drive 
seeks to raise $3,000 again this year, which would provide six $500 
scholarships for local students. The fund drive total increased by 
$150 during the past week, and stood at $1,021.25 as of Tuesday, 
April 6.

An irrigated parcel of 182 acres brought a record price for 
Antelope County Farmland at the Irene C. Moser Estate auction 
last Friday, April 2, in Elgin. Niewohner Brothers, Inc. was the top 
bidder, at $3,340 per acre, for Tract #1, which is located three miles 
north of Elgin. 

About 200 people gathered for the 18th annual Pope John De-
velopment Dinner last Sunday evening, April 4, at Werner Hall in 
Petersburg. Officers of the Pope John Development organization 
are Dave Beckman, president: Lori Beckman, vice president, and 
Sandi Henn, secretary. 

Don’t let the Sun go down on your wrath
Sing with me -- here comes 

the sun, doo, doo, doo, doo . 
. . by the Beatles, 1969. And 
then, on a sunny day, it’s gone, 
as what’s predicted to occur 
during the total eclipse on April 
8th. 

Here in the Elgin area, check 
it out from 12:39 pm to 3:06 pm 
on that Monday. According to 
the Eclipse Explorer on the U.S. 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administrator (NASA) website, 
partial coverage will be visible 
in all 48 contiguous states with 
73.4 percent of the sun obscured 
in the 68636 (Elgin and vicinity) 
zip code area. Total sun cover-
age stretches on a narrow track 
from Texas to Maine. 

Though a cloudy day can 
ruin all the fun, if you get a 
chance to view this phenome-
non, get out there. We last saw 
a total eclipse of the sun on 

August 21, 2017 down by York, 
NE. Absolutely spectacular. In 
the middle of a sunny day, the 
yellow sphere gets sliced away, 
little by little, until darkness 
falls on the land. The automatic 
streetlights come on, the birds 
quit chirping, the ambient tem-
perature drops, and a hush of 
awe falls over the crowd. 

Eclipse comes from the 
Greek word meaning aban-
donment and the belief that 
the sun, its rays critical for all 
life, was abandoning the earth. 
Some cultures think an eclipse 
is the harbinger of doom and 
gloom such as a war or natural 
disaster. 

Certainly, if you don’t take 
precautionary measures when 
viewing an eclipse, your doom 
could be permanent eyesight 
damage. Without special glass-
es, looking at the eclipse results 
in retinal damage. Serious eye 
injury, even while wearing the 
protective glasses, can also 

be caused if you look through 
a camera lens, telescope, or 
binoculars. There are fake 
eclipse glasses out there, too, so 
be careful. The sun is a massive 
star in the center of the uni-
verse fueled by hydrogen and is 
estimated to begin ‘star death’ 
in five billion years from now. 
What color is it? No, not yellow; 
it’s actually white. 

The earth’s atmosphere scat-
ters blue light better than red 
light. The slight deficit in blue 
light results in the eye perceiv-
ing the sun to be yellow. 

Sun exposure can be a good 
thing for humans, since about 
15 minutes a day gives a nat-
ural dose of Vitamin D which 
helps metabolize calcium for 
strong bones. More than that 
amount of direct daily sunlight 
can cause, well, you know, skin 
cancer, cataracts, unsightly 
and prematurely aged skin, 
and hurtful burns. Most sun 
worshippers think the sun rises 
and sets on them and have a 
way of taking these warnings 
and putting them where the sun 
doesn’t shine. 

Everybody longs for glorious, 
sun shiny days to lift spirits, 
and those sun-kissed fruits and 
vegetables from the garden to 
tantalize the tastebuds. Sunsets 
are a favorite, too, though the 
Hawaiians, who brag about the 
beautiful ones glimmering off 
the ocean waves have nothing 
on those we experience right 
here in Nebraska. A sunset 
clause in legislation (or a 
contract) refers to the day the 
legislation/contract expires.

Some good advice is not to 
let the sun go down on your 
wrath, meaning to get conflict 
worked out before it festers too 
long. And another – the sun 
will come out tomorrow, the 
first line of the song Tomorrow 
from the musical Annie. When 
you never seem to get your day 
in the sun, remember there’s 
always hope. 

And from hubby Rick, a trust-
ed consultant on these bimonth-
ly columns, 
lots of hit 
songs focus 
on sun. He 
reeled off 
these lines 
– “sun-
shine keeps 
falling on 
my head, 
walking on 
sunshine, 
ain’t no 
sunshine 
when she’s 
gone, here 
comes 
the sun, 
good day 
sunshine, and you are my sun-
shine”. Are you humming the 
tunes?   

Yes, each sun-up signals a 
new day with exciting oppor-
tunities. You might say there’s 
nothing new under the sun for 
you around here. Not true on 
April 8th.  Make hay while the 
sun shines and take it all in. 
The next total eclipse of the sun 
here is August 23, 2044. 

Send comments to jane.
schuchardt@gmail.com. 

Boone County Health 
Center (BCHC) is excited to 
announce the upcoming U2E 
(Upgrade to Excellence) Fun 
Run, a vibrant Cinco de Mayo-
themed event aimed at raising 
funds for new 3D mammogra-
phy equipment. The event will 
take place on Sunday, May 
5, 2024, starting at the BCHC 
Medical Clinic at 1:00 p.m.

Participants of all ages 
and abilities are invited to 
join in the festivities. They 
can choose to walk or run a 
one-mile course or tackle the 
challenge of a five-kilometer 
run. Dressing up in Cinco de 
Mayo attire is encouraged to 
add to the festive atmosphere.

Awards will be presented 
to the top three finishers in 
various categories:

• Kids 1 Mile
• Girls 5K (15 & under)
• Boys 5K (15 & under)
• Women 16+
• Men 16+
Exciting prizes await all 

participants, with giveaways 
including a pair of shoes from 
Fleet Feet Lincoln generously 
donated by Lori Borer, a $50 
voucher from Main Street 
Sports courtesy of John Buck, 
an Arbonne Basket provided 

U2E Fun Run: A Cinco de 
Mayo celebration for a cause

by Kelsie Vandenberg, and 
a special prize for the best-
dressed team or individual 
runner.

Following the race, par-
ticipants can refuel with 
delicious walking tacos and 
refreshments, which are in-
cluded in the registration fee. 
Spectators can make a free-
will donation.

Registration for the U2E 
Fun Run is open now and will 
remain open until race time. 
The participation fee is $25 
per runner. The deadline for 
registration that includes a 
shirt on race day is April 15. 
To register, visit the Boone 
County Health Center’s web-
site under the “Who We Are” 
and “Foundation” sections.

Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity to support a 
worthy cause while enjoying a 
fun-filled Cinco de Mayo cele-
bration with your community. 
Please mark your calendars 
for May 5, lace up your run-
ning shoes, and let’s make a 
difference together!

For more information, 
please get in touch with Sarah 
Grape at the BCHC Founda-
tion office at 402-395-3145.
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Joe Biden, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-
0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.ne.gov.
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J.L. Schmidt

“If you can’t say something nice, don’t 
say nothing at all.” – Thumper

“The tongue of the wise makes knowl-
edge attractive, but the mouth of fools 
blurts out foolishness.” Proverbs 15:2 
CSB

Nebraska’s unique one-house Legis-
lature is back in the national spotlight 
again, for all the wrong reasons again. 
Last year it was a session-slowing 
filibuster accomplished by a couple 
senators who were upset with a bill 
restricting access to medical services 
for transgender youth.

This year, it’s a move seeking to 
censure a senator who personalized 
a reading from a book about a violent 
rape by inserting the names of several 
of his colleagues. 

One of them just happened to be 
involved in last year’s marathon fili-
buster.

A censure resolution was filed 
against State Sen. Steve Halloran of 
Hastings for his antics during debate 
on a bill that would ban some library 
books. 

The bill failed to win first-round 
approval when the 
smoke had cleared 
and the dust set-
tled. 

Halloran, 
during floor 
debate broadcast 
to the public, 
read the graph-
ic account of a 
rape from a book 
many want to 
see banned while 
interjecting the 
name “Senator 
Cavanaugh” sev-
eral times during 

the reading, which included a demand 
for oral sex. Senator Machaela Cava-
naugh of Omaha and her brother John 
both serve in the current Legislature. 
Machaela earned national headlines 
last year with her relentless filibuster.

Some senators labeled the Hallo-
ran speech as aggressive and hurtful. 
Halloran said his comments were an 
attempt to make people listen to his 
speech and that any outrage should not 
be directed at him, but at the profane 
book he read, which is available in 
some school libraries.

Sorry Senator Halloran, what you 
did was hurtful. In fact, it was not only 
unnecessary, but it was also foolish. 
You should’ve listened to Thumper. 
You have certainly given face to the 
verse from Proverbs.

The chair of the Legislature’s Exec-
utive Board, State Sen. Ray Aguilar of 
Grand Island, said he had personally 
launched an investigation under the 
Legislature’s workforce harassment 
policy against Halloran. 

The investigation must be completed 
within 45 days.

But Sen. Cavanaugh and Sen. Julie 
Slama of Sterling — who both said 
they have been victimized by sexual 
violence — said the legislative inves-
tigation was inadequate and wouldn’t 
allow the Halloran comments to be 
addressed until after the 2024 session 
ends later this month.

The Legislature has three options 
to punish a lawmaker under its poli-
cies: to issue a letter of reprimand, to 
censure the lawmaker or to expel the 
lawmaker. 

A censure is a statement of “extreme 
disapproval” of a senator’s conduct or 
actions.

“We don’t need an investigation,” 
Slama told the Nebraska Examiner. 
“It only serves to slow walk this and 
sweep it under the rug.”

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

I agree. Halloran is term-limited and 
will leave office when his successor is 
sworn in next January. But the Leg-
islature and all Nebraskans deserve 
better.

Get this thing done sooner than 
later. If he is somehow exonerated, so 
be it. I doubt he will be, the video evi-
dence is pretty damning.

Halloran said that constitutional 
questions have been raised about 
the free speech protections for state 
senators when giving floor speeches. 

He said he has talked to the attorney 
general about getting a legal opinion 
on that issue. 

Sure, and walking into a crowded 
theater and screaming fire should 
probably be litigated. But it is also a 
stupid thing to do.

Halloran has made it clear he isn’t 
going to resign, as some have called 
for. Sadly, any apology he has issued so 
far has been lame. He needs to do that 
with the same boldness in which he 
read from the book. 

I don’t know what you were thinking 
senator, if you were even thinking. But 
you’ve gone too far. 

If you survive the censure vote and 
are adamant about not resigning, at 
least listen to Thumper. “If you can’t 
say something nice, don’t say nothing 
at all.”

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering 

Nebraska government and politics since 
1979. He has been a registered 

Independent for 25 years.

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

Celebrating
American

Agriculture
Nebraska Unicameral makes

headlines for the wrong reason
As we transition into spring with 

farmers and ranchers hard at work, 
recognizing National Agriculture 
Week is a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate how far we’ve come in Ameri-
can agriculture. According to a USDA 
study published in 2020, the seven de-
cades from 1948 to 2017 saw American 
farmers nearly triple their total output 
while overall inputs remained nearly 
constant—a staggering achievement.

In 2023, despite battling severe 
drought, American producers posted 
record yields. This is only possible be-
cause of the miracle of innovation. Our 
producers rise early and work until the 
sun goes down, tirelessly testing and 
applying new ideas to make the most of 
the resources God has given. In Con-
gress, I am committed to doing every-
thing I can to support their efforts and 
reject backward policies which have 
contributed to elevated input costs.

On September 29, 2023, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
proposed a rule creating a new cate-
gory of investment companies called 
Natural Asset Companies (NACs). 
NACs would allow investors to hold 
controlling stakes in environmental 
resources including both public and 
private lands. 
I have serious 
concerns about the 
consequences of 
placing interests in 
rural areas in the 
hands of outside 
interests who may 
feel the need to 
restrict productiv-
ity in the name of 
a radical climate 
agenda. I was 
pleased to see the 
proposed SEC rule 
was withdrawn in 
January 2024.

Nebraskans’ 
commitment to caring for the land is 
what makes Nebraska so special. With 
valuable water resources in the Ogal-
lala Aquifer and more miles of river 
than any other state, Nebraska has 
been well served by a unique structure 
of Natural Resource District (NRD) 
governance. I recently met with NRD 
officers from across the Third District 
empowering dynamic response to local 
needs and ensuring our state is better 
positioned for the future.

To continue to succeed, we will need 
to carry forward our commitment to 
innovation and sound policy. I have 
heard from young people and college 
students who grew up within the agri-
culture community who are nervous 
about their future in the industry. 
Many have a strong desire to come 
back and work on the family farm. 

To make matters worse, a recent 
change to the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form 
threatens to negatively impact fami-
lies by eliminating an exemption for 
certain assets held by family farms 
and small businesses in its calculation 
of an applicant’s family’s net worth. 
Because this unfairly factors in land 
and implements which would need to 
be sold off to access its monetary value, 
I am a cosponsor of the Family Farm 
and Small Business Exemption Act. 
This bill restores the FAFSA exemp-
tion ensuring the financial condition 
of rural Americans is not evaluated 
unfairly when applying for college.

Third District producers have an 
incredible calling to feed the world. 
They are meeting it because producers 
themselves are utilizing new informa-
tion to spark advancement and create 
a more productive environment. I am 
working hard to support their efforts 
through sound agricultural policy, 
such as my work on the Agricultural 
Trade Caucus, advocating for a strong 
Farm Bill, and my support for legis-
lation to prevent foreign adversaries 
from purchasing American farmland. 
Thanks to scientific advancement 
and our strength to come together as 
Americans, there’s unlimited potential 
for greater growth and prosperity.

Imagine if at the height of the last Cold War, the Soviet 
Union had control over the largest television network in the 
United States. Imagine if its surveillance network tracked 
the opinions, interests, and movements of millions of Amer-
icans. Imagine this propaganda and espionage campaign 
targeted the next generation of American leaders.

Today, we’re facing all of that combined in just one 
unassuming social media app: TikTok. TikTok has quickly 
grown into a cultural obsession. It negatively influences an 
entire generation of young Americans, affecting how they 
act, think, and even vote. 

The app vacuums up tons of information from the phones 
of the adolescents and adults using it. But there’s another 
side to the story.

TikTok is owned by a Chinese company called ByteDance 
with clear links to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 
The CCP’s data laws mean the government is authorized 
to access any and all of that information. U.S. lawmakers 
and intelligence officials worry the Chinese government 
are using TikTok to direct algorithms, showing Americans 
videos aimed to shape their views, including in the upcom-
ing presidential election. People’s preferences, what grabs 
their attention, what they pause to look at on the app — Chi-
na could use all this to influence how people act, how they 
think, and how they vote both now and in the future.

This is no conspiracy theory. Both Democrats and Repub-
licans — including the Biden and Trump administrations 
— have scrutinized ByteDance about privacy concerns, 
surveillance issues, and human rights abuses in connection 
with the CCP. 

The Office of the Director of National Intelligence re-
leased a report last month verifying that CCP propaganda 
“targeted candidates from both political parties” via TikTok 
during the 2022 election cycle. It found that China’s influ-
ence capabilities, including its use artificial intelligence, are 
only growing.

The problem isn’t ultimately TikTok. The problem is that 
its ownership allows the Chinese government to manipulate 
the app for surveillance purposes.

In Congress, we need a unified strategy to combat the 
surveillance threats we’re seeing in new technology and 
apps, particularly threats from China. While a few legisla-
tive solutions have been proposed, it will take significant 
work to craft a bill we can all agree on.

But we’re making headway. The House recently passed 
H.R. 7521, the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adver-
sary Controlled Applications Act, with a large bipartisan 
majority of 352-65. The bill is now ready for consideration 
in the Senate. I support H.R. 7521, and I’m hopeful that my 
colleagues will join me in support of this widely bipartisan 
consensus on a serious national secu-
rity issue. Key leaders in the Senate 
have endorsed the bill, but we may have 
more work to do before everyone gets 
on board. If we’re able to pass it, Presi-
dent Biden has indicated he would sign 
it into law.

The bill would allow the president to 
name certain social media apps, like 
TikTok, as national security threats 
if they are determined to be under the 
control of foreign adversaries. Apps 
deemed a risk would be banned from 
app stores unless they sever ties with 
foreign-controlled entities within 180 
days. It wouldn’t get automatically rid 
of TikTok, but it would force TikTok to 
move away from Chinese ownership if the app is to remain 
accessible here in the U.S. If we get rid of TikTok’s Chinese 
ownership, we’ll eliminate this national security threat.

During the Cold War, we would never have allowed the 
Soviet Union to have such direct access to the American 
population. We would have defended against sophisticated 
propaganda and espionage networks. But today, those net-
works are hidden in plain sight, in the pockets of millions of 
Americans. It’s critical to protect our nation from the CCP’s 
national security threats, and I’m confident we can work to-
gether on legislation in Congress that will get the job done.

Surveillance in plain sight

Have An Opin-
ion? Express 

It In A ‘Letter 
To The Editor’ 
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

This week, the Legislature 
gave final round approval to 
the two mid-biennium budget 
adjustment bills: LB1412 and 
LB1413. The two bills will 
increase the state budget by 2.7 
percent in this two-year period 
which is up 
from the 
2.3 percent 
approved 
last year. 
The prima-
ry factor for 
this growth 
is due to 
an addi-
tional $94.1 
million 
increase 
in state aid 
to schools 
which 
accounts for 
actual edu-
cation spending now that LB583 
has taken effect. LB583 was 
passed last year as a revision 
to the TEEOSA school funding 
formula to provide $1,500 in 
per-student foundational aid 
and increase state support for 
special education. The bud-
get package also included $20 
million to cover rising costs 
for foster care and $15 million 
to increase nursing staff at the 
Lincoln Regional Center, the 
state-run psychiatric hospital.

The budget will still leave a 
record balance of $549.2 million 
in the state’s General Fund by 
the end of the current budget 
period. The Appropriations 
Committee argued that the 
cushion in this budget cycle is 
needed to make last year’s tax 
cuts and school aid package sus-
tainable into the future. Based 
on the Legislative Fiscal Of-
fice’s projections, this cushion 
is expected to shrink to $62.3 
million in the next biennium, 
which ends June 30, 2027. 

The newly adopted budget 
does leave senators with about 
$20 million available on the 
floor. However, current esti-
mates show that if every bill 
that has cleared at least one 
round of debate were to pass, 
the state’s General Fund would 
be about $272 million short of 
the legally required budget 
reserve. As such, many pieces 
of legislation with a substantial 

Proposed state budget will still record balance
Many pieces of  legislation will still need to be cut back

fiscal impact will need to be cut 
back or risk not being sched-
uled again by the Speaker. 

Meanwhile, the Legislature 
began discussion on LB388, the 
Revenue Committee’s proposal 
for property tax relief. This bill 
as amended proposes to raise 
the state sales tax rate from the 
current 5.5 percent to up to 6.5 
percent, although that increase 
could be less if revenues exceed 
projections, as well as place a 
property tax levy cap on coun-
ties, cities, and villages based 
on real growth plus 3 percent or 
inflation. The cap would allow 
for a cap exemption of 6 percent 
line-item growth for the sala-
ries of public safety personnel 
if understaffed. Additionally, 
the bill would eliminate several 
sales tax exemptions for dis-
cretionary purchases such as 
soda, candy, pet services, and 
dry cleaning. To help offset the 
changes to the sales tax, a tax 
exemption is provided for resi-
dential utility bills, such as for 
houses and apartments.

The plan is supported by 

several groups including 
Nebraska Farm Bureau which 
contend that the bill will help 
rebalance what Nebraskans pay 
in income, sales, and property 
taxes. According to calculations 
by Senator Linehan’s office, the 
average Nebraskan in recent 
years paid about $2,703 a year in 
property taxes, $1,628 in income 
taxes, and $1,215 in sales taxes. 
Supporters of LB388 also argue 
the bill will slow property tax 
collections by political subdi-
visions while still maintaining 
and respecting local control. 

This assessment is contested 
by several different groups. 
Organizations like the OpenSky 
Policy Institute estimate that 
LB388 will result in a minimal 
or no net tax cut and argue the 
bill is a regressive tax policy. 
Some senators would like to 
see no sales tax increase. Other 
senators believe LB388 does not 
provide enough for property 
tax relief and instead propose 
a measure known as the EPIC 
Option Consumption Tax as 
outlined in LB79, LR6CA, and 

LR7CA. The EPIC consump-
tion tax would repeal all local 
property taxes and state taxes 
except for consumption taxes 
on new goods and services and 
excise taxes. 

After four hours of debate, 
LB388 was held off the agenda 
to allow the Revenue Committee 
to work with opponents of the 
bill over the weekend. I would 
like to see more balance in the 
amounts Nebraskans pay in 
income, sales, and property 
taxes, but I also want to ensure 
the bill will not be detrimental 
to rural Nebraska or the state 
as a whole. I will continue to 
listen to debate on LB388 when 
it is scheduled again.

You can always contact me 
with your thoughts and opin-
ions on bills that have been in-
troduced. Call my Capitol office 
telephone number at (402) 471-
2801 or send email to bdekay@
leg.ne.gov. 

My mailing address is: Sena-
tor Barry DeKay, District #40, 
P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, 
Lincoln, NE 68509.

Five years ago, blizzards 
and floods caused the most 
widespread natural disaster 
in Nebraska’s history. The 
floods claimed lives and caused 
billions of dollars in damag-
es across the state. Disaster 
declarations were issued in 84 
of our 93 counties, 104 cities and 
villages, and 5 tribes. On March 
14, 2019, 3,300 Nebraska high-
way miles were impassable due 
to severe weather. Thousands of 
homes and businesses were lost.

As usual, we saw countless 
Nebraskans stepping up to help 
their neighbors. We saw the 
grit, resilience, resourceful-
ness, and generosity that make 
our state special. Nebraskans 
rescued residents and pets. 
They coordinated hay drop-offs, 
provided meals and shelter, and 
cleaned up debris. We raised 
money for those who had lost 
everything. We created the 
Flood Heroes initiative to recog-
nize those who saved lives.

I was especially proud of our 
Nebraska National Guard. They 

Priortizing flood prevention
rescued 112 people. They per-
formed 66 helicopter hoist res-
cues. They drove nearly 45,000 
miles and put in 335 hours of 
flight time to keep Nebraskans 
safe.

Government agencies need 
to prioritize people and provide 
excellent service, especially 
after natural disasters. As 
Governor, I took an all-of-gov-
ernment approach to make sure 
no red tape was in the way of 
the response or the recovery. I 
waived hauling requirements 
and suspended requirements for 
trip permits for relief vehicles. 
I created a housing task force to 
help displaced Nebraskans find 
new homes.

I also worked with other 
Midwestern Governors to de-
mand better customer service 
of federal agencies. The 2011 
floods demonstrated the vulner-
ability of Offutt Air Force Base, 
prompting efforts to raise its 
levees. Yet delays in the permit-
ting process meant important 
levee upgrades weren’t started 

before the floods hit again in 
2019. It likely cost taxpayers 
hundreds of millions of dollars. 
That’s unacceptable.

Red tape shouldn’t prevent 
states from 
rebuild-
ing and 
improving 
protections. 
I’m proud 
of how we 
streamlined 
processes 
and im-
proved 
customer 
service 
when I was 
Governor. 
I wanted 
to serve 
as your 
Senator to bring those same 
successes to Washington, D.C. 
Recently, I introduced bipar-
tisan legislation with Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) to do 

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

See RICKETTS, Page 6 ▶

Two defendants who are 
accused of absconding from 
post-release supervision ap-
peared in front of the Honorable 
James Kube in the Antelope 
County district courtroom in 
Neligh last week.

Haiden Sleister denied infor-
mation to revoke his post-re-
lease supervision. Kube set an 
evidentiary hearing for April 
24. He was remanded to the cus-
tody of Antelope County Sheriff 
Bob Moore, pending posting of 
$5,000, 10% cash bond.  

Sleister’s court-appointed 
attorney, Brad Ewalt of Norfolk, 
requested bond modification to 
personal recognizance. Ante-
lope County attorney Joe Smith 
objected.

“I don’t think (PR bond) is 
appropriate,” the CA said. “He 
was on the run when we caught 
him.” Kube denied the request.

Sleister was sentenced by 
Kube in February 2023 to one 
year in the Antelope Coun-
ty Jail, to be followed by an 
18-month stint of PRS, on a 
conviction of criminal attempt, 
possession of a stolen firearm, 
a Class 3A felony. He allegedly 
violated the PRS when arrested 
recently in Madison County.

Harley Snyder admitted 
violating conditions of his PRS 
but Smith said the probation 

Convicts accused of violating
post-release terms

officer reported he was back in 
compliance. Smith moved for a 
60-day continuance to see if he 
remains in good standing. 

Kube continued the hearing 
to May 29.

“You have a good opportu-
nity here,” Kube told Snyder. 
“(There’s a) good chance Mr. 
Smith may dismiss (motion 
to revoke PRS) – It’s in your 
hands, do what you need to do.”

Snyder is represented by 
Ewalt. On Dec. 21, 2022, the 
Honorable Mark Johnson 
sentenced Snyder to a 24-month 
term of probation for March 21, 
2022, break-ins at two Nel-
igh businesses, Neligh Vape 
Shop and the Fit Stop. One of 
Snyder’s co-defendants in the 
break-in, Trinity Graham, also 
faced Kube - to show cause on a 
motion for contempt for delin-
quent restitution payments. 

Graham requested court-ap-
pointed counsel. Kube appoint-
ed Martin Klein of Neligh and 
continued the show-cause hear-
ing to April 24. Graham was 
remanded to Moore’s custody, to 
complete a probation sanction 
he was serving.

Jessica Mace failed to appear 
to show cause for delinquent 
payment of restitution. Smith 
asked the judge to note her fail-
ure to appear. Kube so noted.
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just that. Our Flood Protection and Infrastructure Resilience Act 
will improve flood protection and strengthen agricultural commu-
nities across the country. 

Our bill has three components. First, it would make long-term 
flood resilience a priority for the Emergency Watershed Protection 
(EWP) Program. Right now, EWP assistance cannot be used to im-
prove protection above what existed before a flood occurred. Those 
rules make it difficult for entities to re-build in a way that reduces 
damage from repeat or future disasters. Our bill allows those in-
vestments in resilience to be smarter and more cost-effective.

Second, our bill would allow the Secretary of Agriculture to 
provide an increased federal cost share for certain grants to re-
habilitate aging watershed dams. Many rural communities can’t 
compete for a high local funding match requirement. It keeps them 
from applying for funding that could help rehabilitate aged dams 
leaving agricultural and rural communities at a higher risk. Our 
bill increases the federal cost share to as much as 90%. This would 
make it easier for local partners to access federal dollars to help 
rehabilitate aging watershed projects.

Finally, our bill would elevate flood protection as a priority in 
the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). In 2021, 
farmers reported $685.9 million in losses to flooding and hurri-
canes. However, none of the five major agriculture conservation 
programs mention flood prevention or mitigation as a key purpose. 
Our bill would formally add prevention and mitigation as a prior-
ity. This would make sure the program better assists producers, 
communities, and other stakeholders. Cutting red tape is good 
common-sense. By passing our bill, we can help communities not 
just recover from disasters, but reduce future damage as well.

 ◀ FROM Page 5

Ricketts

Final statistics for the Wolf-
pack varsity basketball team 
reflect just how great a season 
the team had. Qualifying for 
the Class D1 State Basketball 
Tournament for the second 
year in a row, the team com-
piled a 22-3 record.

Leading the team in scoring 

was senior Ashlynne Charf 
who tossed in an average of 13.5 
points per game. Right behind 
her was senior Keyera Eisen-
hauer who averaged 13.1 points 
per game. 

For their play on the court, 
the duo were selected to the Ni-
obrara Valley Conference First 

Team chosen by coaches.
Junior Kate Furstenau av-

eraged almost nine points per 
game.

Charf led the team in re-
bounds (242), assists (101), steals 
(132) and blocked shots (68).

Eisenhauer led the team in 
three-point baskets, making 38 

of 58 (almost 66 percent). 
Brenna Martinsen was sec-

ond on the team in steals (48) 
and rebounds (103). As a team, 
EPPJ recorded 451 steals during 
the season.

Freshman Mady Kurpge-
weit was third on the team in 
rebounds with 97.

Charf, Eisenhauer led most statistical
categories during 2023/24 season

More than 50 years ago, an 
Oxford scholar turned janitor 
who had a knack of penning 
songs, gave Johnny Cash one of 
his biggest hits ever - “Sunday 
Morning Comin’ Down.”

The song tells the tale of a 
man, down on his luck, stum-
blin to the door to meet the day. 
He hears children in Sunday 
school singing, smells the 
aroma of fried chicken in the 
air and, sadly sees  a kid playin’ 
with a can he was kickin. All 
these encounters takes the man 
back to somethin that “he lost 
somewhere, somehow along the 
way.”

I think about those words 
a lot, especially now when 
everything about who and 
what we once were seems to be 
disappearing like the dreams of 
yesterday.

After filling the pickup with 
gas, I headed up to Randolph for 
Sunday dinner with Lynell, her 
mom and family. Lynell went 
up the night before to spend 
the night with her 91-year-old 
mother who needs assistance 
now and then. Highway 14 up to 
Highway 20 east to Randolph is 
the preferred route. Not a lot of 
traffic, but events on Highway 
20 will surprise you if you don’t 
keep your eye on the road.

Anyway, drove past the 
Catholic church in Neligh and, 
as expected for Easter, there 
was overflow parking. The 
same was true as I gazed at the 
churches while passing through 
Plainview. 

The scene was in stark 
contrast to the onset of Covid 
in March 2019. Then, on Palm 
Sunday morning I was on the 

There’s something about a Sunday
road south to Sutton and in 
each town I drove through the 
church parking lots were empty.

Unlike our countrymen on 
the coasts, flyover country still 
consists of God-fearing people 
who believe in prayer, forgive-
ness and an eternal reward for 
a life lived right.

My wife 
attended 
Sunday 
Mass at 
her home 
church in 
Randolph. 
It began at 8 
a.m. but she 
was there 
at 7:30 a.m. 
because she 
knew, as 
has always 
been the 
case on 
Easter, the 
church is 
full of families celebrating ‘He 
is Risen.’

Members from seven differ-
ent parishes gathered in Ran-
dolph that morning. There was 
precious little room in the pews, 
but then again that’s the way it 
is in most churches on Eas-
ter Sunday. People you might 

See TALES, Page 14 ▶

EPS 9-12 band members participated in the NVC Band Clinic in Ver-
digre on March 18.  The event had two combined bands directed by 
Mr. Brad Weber of Wayne and Mr. DJ Smith of Allen Public Schools. 
The band also performed an individual piece titled Whirling Novas 
by Jack Wilds. (Above) EPS band members who participated in the 
band clinic. (Left) Performing on clarinet were EPS band students 
Sara Bode and Emma Kinney.          Courtesy photos

Band students attend NVC event
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NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF
RJ KOENIG FARMS, LLC

A NEBRASKA LIMITED LIABILI-
TY COMPANY

RJ KOENIG FARMS, LLC
Norfolk, Nebraska

Notice is hereby given that RJ 
Koenig Farms, a Nebraska limited 
liability company, has been orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska, with its initial desig-
nated office at 51951 844th Road, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. The initial 

agent’s name is Karen J. Koenig, 
and it’s street and mailing address 
is 51951 844th Road, Elgin, Nebras-
ka 68636. This company is orga-
nized to engage in and to do any 
lawful act concerning any and all 
lawful business authorized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska 
as well as any lawful act or activity 
for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under the 
laws of the State of Nebraska. The 
company was organized and com-

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
RJ KOENIG FARMS, LLC

KOLEY JESSEN P.C., L.L.O., 
Attorneys

1125 South 103rd Street, Suite 
800, Omaha, Nebraska 68124
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the Company is 

Schindler Brothers Trucking, LLC. 
The Designated Office of the Com-
pany is 51790 836 Road, Elgin, Ne-
braska 68636-3308.  The Regis-
tered Agent and Office of the Com-
pany is Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O., 

1125 South 103rd Street, Suite 800, 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124.  This lim-
ited liability company commenced 
business on February 20, 2024.
PUBLISH: April 3, 10 & 17, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
SCHINDLER BROTHERS TRUCKING, L.L.C.

menced on March 18, 2024, and the 
Company shall exist perpetually 
unless terminated sooner. The af-
fairs of the limited liability company 
shall be conducted by its members 
until such time as their successor 
or successors are selected pursu-
ant to the Operating Agreement.

Karen Koenig, Registered Agent
PUBLISH: March 27, April 3 and 10, 
2024
ZNEZ

PUBLIC NOTICES

Last week, four juniors (left to right, Samantha Durre, Landon Kallhoff, Taylor Beckman and Austin Hinkle) 
attended the Capitol Forum in Lincoln. While there, they deliberated topics with schools from all over the state. 
They also worked together with other schools to create a presentation that discussed possible options for the 
future of the United States. A few special guests came to speak to the students as well. State Senator Barry 
DeKay ate lunch and discussed his efforts in the legislature with EPS students. US Senator Pete Ricketts and 
Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen both spoke to the students and answered questions.

EPS students attend Capitol Forum
Courtesy photo

John Dent, Nebraska Public 
Power District’s chief nuclear 
officer, made a base salary 
of $646,000 in 2023, a similar 
amount to other public power 
executives in Nebraska.

But after a bonus of $640,280, 
his total compensation doubled 
his salary to $1.3 million. 

That bonus made the NPPD 
executive the highest paid 
public official of the 14 public 
agencies analyzed by the Flat-
water Free Press – higher even 
than his boss. But CEO Thomas 
Kent and a number of other top 
earners at NPPD all also saw 
their 2023 salaries padded by 
significant bonus pay, balloon-
ing their total earnings well 
above Nebraska’s other public 
servants, including other public 
power execs.

(Editor’s note: The Flatwa-
ter Free Press’ updated public 
payroll database now allows you 
to search the salaries and total 
compensation of public employ-
ees in 14 different organizations, 
including the State of Nebraska 
and its largest cities and coun-
ties.)

Khalil Dia, an NPPD nuclear 
site vice president, received a 
$261,334 bonus in 2023, around 
60% of his base salary. Billy 
Chapin, a general manager of 
plant operations, got a $128,415 
bonus, 40% of his base pay.

Sen. Tom Brewer, chair of the 
Nebraska Legislature’s Govern-
ment, Military and Veterans 
Affairs Committee, said NPPD’s 
compensation is shocking be-
cause executives’ base salaries 
are already higher than state 
officials, including the governor 
and attorney general.

“Why would you double 
someone’s pay that hasn’t done 
anything that special when you 
could take that money and roll 
it into reducing rates?” Brewer 
said.

Dent, Dia and Chapin are the 
three highest ranking execu-
tives at Cooper Nuclear Station, 
located in southeast Nebraska, 
which NPPD says generates 
enough electricity to provide 
power to 385,000 customers.

Dent’s 2023 bonus, nearly 
100% of his base salary, was 
awarded under a previous 
nuclear-focused incentive pro-
gram, Beshaler said. 

“If there’s any industry in the 
world where you want to make 
sure you minimize risk, and 
maintain staffing, so that there 
are no gaps there, it’s the nu-
clear industry,” Beshaler said. 
“That’s why it is competitive. 
And that’s why you’ll see some 
of those incentives out there.”

By contrast, roughly 200 
NPPD employees – including 
line technicians, chemists and 
engineers – received 2023 bonus 
pay between $76 and $306. 

Payments under that “bonus” 
category in the records NPPD 
provided for the Flatwater Free 

Power pays: NPPD execs receiving six-figure 
bonuses as rank-and-file gets little

By Destiny Herbers

flatwater free press

Press’ Public Payrolls database 
include any incentives for quali-
fications like EMT, fire brigade, 
nuclear officer licenses and 
on-call pay.

“If you look during that re-
ally cold period we had in early 
January, there were linemen 
who were out there in some of 
the worst conditions,” Brewer 
said. 

“Why wouldn’t they be the 
ones that got a bonus? An extra 
half million dollars could go a 
long way toward putting a lot of 
those guys in a position to want 
to stay as a part of the team.”

[top earners bar chart]
Kent, NPPD’s CEO and pres-

ident,  made a base salary of 
$693,665, but a $207,558 bonus 
and  $65,890 in miscellaneous 
pay inflated  his total compen-
sation to $967,113.

As CEO, Kent receives a bo-
nus that is individually deter-
mined by the board of directors 
each year, because the board 
chair is technically his supervi-
sor, Beshaler said. 

Kent’s bonus payment alone 
was nearly double the salary of 
Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen. 

Many Nebraskans are con-
cerned about public power dis-
tricts because they depend on 
those services, said Jack Gould, 
former issues chair for Common 
Cause Nebraska. They deserve 
transparency around NPPD’s 
decisions, he said.

“Setting the salary and 
giving out bonuses and those 
kinds of things ought to be fully 
disclosed to the public,” said 
Gould. “How do you justify that 
in the eyes of the public? What 
do you do in that job that war-
rants a bonus? That ought to be 
fully explained.”

NPPD has also compensated 
its executives since 2007 with 
yearly contributions to their 
401(k) up to the federal maxi-
mum, around $22,000, Beshaler 
said. 

Those payments appear in 
the “other pay” category of the 
Public Payrolls database, which 
also includes wellness incen-
tives and unused vacation day 
payouts.

Kent takes compensation rec-
ommendations to NPPD’s board 
each December, which include 
any adjustments to executive 
wages and 401k incentives, Be-
shaler said.

All other NPPD employees 
will be eligible to receive bo-
nuses in 2024 based on the goals 
and percentage scale in the new 
annual incentive program. The 
vice president level is eligible 
for a 30% bonus, outlined in 
program documents sent to 
employees.

Under that same program, 
employees below the supervisor 
level, called individual contrib-
utors, will be eligible for bo-
nuses either 2.5% or 5% of their 
salaries. The incentive program 
has been budgeted for 2024 with 
no increases to NPPD’s rates, 
Beshaler said, and won’t have 
any impact on customers.

NPPD says it sets compen-
sation, especially at the upper 
levels, to be competitive with 
both private utilities and data 
centers, which Beshaler said 
have been increasingly inter-
ested in hiring executives from 
public power. 

Nebraska is the only state 
in the country that is served 
entirely by publicly owned 
utilities, NPPD says. Around 
70% of the country is served by 
private, investor-owned utility 
companies, said David Pomer-
antz, executive director of the 
Energy and Policy institute. 

Those in-
vestor-owned 
utility compa-
nies pay CEOs 
millions more in 
total compensa-
tion than NPPD 
does, Pomerantz 
said, mostly 
through extra 
incentives based 
on the compa-
ny’s earnings. 

“We’re 
looking at big numbers to the 
average person … but when you 
start looking at what Tom Kent, 
our CEO, could make if he went 
to Iowa or Missouri and worked 
for an investor-owned utility, 
his compensation would be in 
the millions,” Beshaler said. 
“So it is a challenge for us on 
a year to year basis to remain 
competitive, and to create a 
structure that keeps people 
here.”

Nebraska’s two other large 
public power organizations did 
not compensate executives with 
additional pay anywhere near 
NPPD’s scale in 2023. 

Omaha Public Power Dis-
trict’s CEO Luis Javier Fernan-
dez received no bonus in 2023 
and made a little less than his 
annual salary rate at $764,330. 

Only two OPPD executives 
received pay that exceeded their 
annualized salaries: Kathleen 
Brown received about $10,000 
and Lisa Olson received a little 
over $4,000. OPPD employs 2,148 
people, a few hundred more 
than NPPD’s 1,814 employees. 

Lincoln Electric System does 
not pay any bonuses to its 532 
employees, General Counsel 
Shelley Sahling-Zart said in an 
email. Some employees receive 
additional pay for factors in-
cluding senior pay, reimburse-
ments and on-call days.

Kevin Wailes received about 
$1,700 in additional pay on top of 
his $575,693 base salary as CEO 
of LES in 2023. He retired at the 
end of the year.

Executive salaries at all three 
major public power districts are 
far higher than any State of Ne-
braska employee or any employ-
ee of the five most populated 
counties and cities, Flatwater’s 
analysis found.

Roger Donovick, the State of 
Nebraska’s medical services 
director and highest paid 
employee, made $408,450 in 
2023. Douglas County’s medical 
director Sidney Kauzlarich, the 
highest paid county official, 
made $392,587.

Sen. Brewer and staff mem-
bers said they were surprised to 
hear how much more the state’s 
public power executives made 
than other public officials, 
especially with NPPD’s added 
bonuses. “I would rather see 
less pay at the top and lowering 
user rates, because all of Ne-
braska benefits from that, not 
an individual or two or three,” 
Brewer said.

John
Dent
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: BOTHA FARM & TRUCK 
REPAIR, LLC.

The address of the designated 
office is: 86229 531 Ave., P.O. Box 
817, Plainview, Nebraska 68769. 
The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Leon 
Botha, 86229 531 Ave., P.O. Box 
817, Plainview, Nebraska 68769. It 
is organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or in-
surance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on December 29, 2023, and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

BOTHA FARM & TRUCK 
REPAIR, LLC

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: March 20, 27 & April 3, 
2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BOTHA FARM & TRUCK REPAIR, LLC

BACKFLOW PREVENTION 
AND THE CONSUMER

Helping Keep Our Water Safe!! 
Nebraska’s Safe Drinking Water 
Act requires water systems to 
implement an on-going cross 
connection control program. An 
important part of this program is 
public education. It is believed 
that a well-informed public will 
be more aware of the possibility 
of cross connections within their 
property and will take reasonable 
and sensible precautions to avoid 
creating cross connections on 
their property. This brochure is 
intended to explain what a cross 
connection is, what causes it, 
what some of the consequences 
can be, and how it can be 
prevented.

What is cross connection?
A cross connection occurs 

whenever there is an actual or 
potential physical connection 
between the public drinking water 
system and any possible source 
of contamination.

Sources of contamination 
can include both high hazard 
materials, which can cause 

illness or death, and low or non-
hazardous materials which are 
mainly just a nuisance and can 
cause the water to look, taste 
or smell unpleasant. Although 
the high hazards are the primary 
concern in a cross connection 
control program, your water 
utility strives to provide both 
safe and good quality water to 
its customers. Whenever there 
is a loss of pressure in the 
public water supply, these cross 
connections can allow unsafe 
substances to enter the public 
water supply.

What causes cross 
connections?

Cross connections can be 
caused by both permanent and 
temporary “piping”. An example 
of a cross connection being 
permanently piped in is the 
drain on a water softener. Many 
times these discharge lines 
are connected directly to the 
sewer line without any type of 
protection. Hot tub and whirlpool 
fill pipes and swimming pool and 
broiler make-up lines are other 
examples of permanently piped 

cross connections.
The most common example 

of a temporary piped cross 
connection is the common 
garden hose. It is estimated that 
90% of all cross connections are 
caused by the inappropriate use 
of garden hoses. Garden hoses 
are frequently used to apply 
fertilizer and pesticides to lawns 
and gardens. They are also used 
to fill swimming pools, wash 
cars, and in rural areas, they 
are often used to fill stock tanks 
for watering cattle, horses, and 
other livestock.

Other temporary piping cross 
connections occur when hoses 
are used to fill waterbeds or are 
connected to utility sinks to fill 
wash tubs or mop buckets.

What are the consequences of 
cross connections?

The consequences of cross 
connections can range from 
something as simple as “dirty 
water” to something as severe 
as serious illness or even death. 
There are many recorded 
instances of non-hazardous 
contamination of public water 

BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND THE CONSUMER
supplies caused by cross 
connections. In one case, a line 
used for cleaning a distilling vat 
in a wine bottling company was 
left open, and an entire vat of 
wine flowed back into the public 
water system. Although this was 
not a health hazard, and most 
of the customers liked the water 
they drank, this cross connection 
could have had far deadlier 
results if it had been something 
other than wine in the vat.

There are many instances 
recorded where people have 
been made seriously ill or even 
died due to cross connections. 
There have been cases where 
dysentery diarrhea, hepatitis and 
even polio have been contracted 
as a direct result of a cross 
connection.

How can cross connections be 
prevented?

The best way to prevent cross 
connections is for each customer 
to examine the plumbing on 
their premises and look for 
any permanent or temporary 
piped cross connections. Any 
time there is the possibility of a 

cross connection between the 
water supply and any hazardous 
or unknown substance, there 
should be an air gap between the 
faucet and the questionable use.

In cases where this is not 
possible, as with a garden hose, 
a proper backflow prevention 
device or assembly should 
be installed on the supply 
faucet. This will protect both 
the public water supply and the 
inhabitants of the building from 
contamination.

In situations where extremely 
high hazards exist in a building 
or location, it is sometimes 
necessary to contain that entire 
system from the public water 
supply with a backflow preventer 
to protect the public water supply 
from the substances being used 
on that site.

What you can do to prevent 
cross connections and keep your 
drinking water safe?

1. Check your faucets to be 
sure that all faucet endpoints are 
above the flood level of the sink, 
tub, basin, or other apparatus 
they supply.

2. Protect faucet extensions 
by installing proper backflow 
prevention devices (i.e. hose bib 
vacuum breakers) on all faucets 
capable of having a hose or other 
extension attached.

3. Check drain lines (refrigerator 
drink dispensers, water 
softeners, heat exchangers, etc.) 
to be sure there is an adequate 
air gap between the drain line 
and the floor drain or sewer line 
into which they discharge.

4. Never use unprotected 
faucets to fill non-drinking water 
containers (i.e. water beds, 
wading pools, stock tanks, hot 
tubs, etc.)

Following these guide lines 
and using common sense will 
help to eliminate the possibility of 
you contaminating your drinking 
water, your neighbor’s drinking 
water and your community’s 
drinking water. This not only 
affects the residents of your 
community, but their visitors and 
those people who are passing 
through.
PUBLISH: April 3, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF LOIS D. SCHUTT, 

Deceased 
Estate No. PR 24-4 

Notice is hereby given that on 
March 27, 2024, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Nebras-
ka, the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Estate of said Decedent and 
that Randy A. Schutt of 83630 535 
Avenue, Tilden, Nebraska 68781, 
and Linda E. Renner of 83934 535 
Avenue, Tilden, Nebraska 68781, 
was informally appointed by the 
Registrar as Personal Representa-
tives of the estate. 

Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before June 3, 2024 or are forever 
barred. 

Linda Mitchell
Registrar

Prepared and submitted by: 
Justin Hochstein # 25404 
Hochstein Strategic Legal Plan-
ning, LLC 440 Regency Parkway 
Drive, Suite 147 Post Office Box 
24842 
Omaha, NE 68124 
Tel: ( 402) 682-8975 
Attorney for Personal Representa-
tives
PUBLISH: April 3, 10 & 17, 2024 
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LOIS D. 
SCHUTT, Deceased
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Monday, April 8: Ham, scalloped 
potatoes, carrots, mandarin 
oranges, milk.
Tuesday, April 9: Taco burgers, 
lettuce salad, corn, criss cross 
potatoes, strawberry/banana 
mix, milk.
Wednesday, April 10: Swedish 
meatballs, buttered noodles, 
peas, apricots, milk.
Thursday, April 11: Cream chick-
en, mixed vegetables, peaches/
strawberry mix, bread/biscuit, 
milk.
Friday, April 12: Breaded pork 
tenderloin sandwich on bun, 
criss cross potatoes, macaroni 
salad, Frito corn salad, tropical 

fruit, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. 
Menus are provided by the Community 

Center and are subject to change).

Suggested price is $6 per meal 
for persons 60 years of age and 
older. 
Under 60 is $9.00. Serving 
starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday thru 
Friday. 

Takeout starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. to 

reserve a meal for that day. 
For a great meal, come to the com-

munity center! 

Elgin Community 
Center Menus

By Sherry Tetschner

correspondent

Bartlett Bits

More than 50 children collected eggs Saturday at the Easter Egg Hunt held in Bartlett. The event was spon-
sored by the Bartlett Lions Club.

Photos submitted

Winnie (l) and Juniper Keyes (r) of Beatrice spend a moment with 
the Easter Bunny at the Bartlett Easter Egg Hunt held Saturday. They 
were weekend guests along with Mike and Angela Keyes in the home 
of Sherry Tetschner.

The annual Bartlett Easter 
Egg Hunt, sponsored by the 
Bartlett Lions Club, was held 
Saturday, March 30 with 56 chil-
dren participating. 

These children were from 
various Nebraska communities 
including; Wheeler County, 
Fullerton, Burwell, Ord, Elgin, 
Royal and Beatrice. Lions 
members helping that day were 
Bridget and Nick Schmidt, Kay 
Reineke, David Collins and 
daughter Kimmie Reed. Pauline 
Marker played the role of the 
Easter Bunny. Wheeler Cen-
tral students who helped hide 
eggs were Sierra Plugge, Jerrin 
Kleeb and Lexi Plugge.   

Bags, filled with candy and 
other fun items for each partici-
pant, were donated by the Bart-
lett Lions Club.  Farmers and 
Merchants Bank in Ericson and 
Cornerstone Bank in Bartlett 
donated dollar coins that were 
included in the bags.  

Bartlett Church of Faith, 
formerly the Bartlett United 
Methodist Church, announced 
they have a new pastor. 

Mark Hoffman will begin 
serving the congregation Sun-
day, April 14.  Please help us 
welcome him that morning with 
a cup of coffee at 8:30 a.m. with 
church services starting at 9 
a.m. Sunday School will follow 
at 10 a.m.  

I hope each of you had a bless-
ed Easter.

not see in a pew for weeks or 
months at a time, will come for 
Easter just as they show up for 
Christmas Eve (or Day) Mass.

Lynell said, as she looked 
around, she could see her class-

mates from 1980, some with 
sons and daughters and others 
with grandchildren. The choir, 
something she always looks for-
ward to hearing, sounded great. 
When they weren’t singing, the 
babies would start to chime in 
with their own distinct chorus-
es. After all, what’s a church 
without babies sounding off in 
the pews?

After Mass, the family gath-
ered for an untraditional Easter 
meal featuring Italian delica-
cies. Lynell made a huge batch 
of lasagna, her sister made a 
spinach salad (not bad) and her 
niece made spaghetti and meat 
sauce. It’s good for the niece to 
be learning how to cook as she’s 
to be married sometime soon. 
As with Italian food, the wine 
flowed. Tuscany had nothing on 
this household on this day.

So where’s this gathering of 
words heading to? 

Simple, our family isn’t much 
different than yours. Easter is 
one of the few holidays where 
families need to come together, 

if for nothing more than just 
sitting around the table telling 
stories and catching up. Some 
sit in silence, others talk (you 
know the talk, some positive 
and some, well you know … 

As I stepped outside to come 
home mid-afternoon, I could 
hear the sounds of children get-
ting in trouble with Mom just a 
few houses down the block. Ah 
yes, Spring is beckoning and 
children are outside doing what 
children do. And parents are 
being parents.

All this took place on the last 
day of March 2024, as the last 
patches of snow melt away in 
parts of northeast Nebraska, 
where families still do come to-
gether to worship God and enjoy 
each other’s company, where 
corn crops still reach high to 
touch the Heavens in July in a 
place where America’s virtue 
still exists on farms and on 
streets like those here in Elgin.

Yes, that’s Sunday morning 
comin’ down.

.

 ◀ FROM Page 6

Tales

A single email sent in early 
March disrupted the lives of 
116 Lincoln-area families. The 
Dimensions child care center 
at First-Plymouth Church will 
close for good on May 23, the 
email said.

The initial response to that 
announcement: panic. Parents 
scrambled for alternative care. 
The center’s 27 teachers feared 
for their jobs.

“That instant shock was 
hardest,” said Dimensions 
Foundation CEO Tara Schroder. 

The center’s closure is no-
table because it marks the end 
of a child care center that has 
operated for 55 years. It’s also 
notable because the news is 
distressingly familiar. 

At least two other Lincoln-ar-
ea centers have closed since 
November, according to Lincoln 
Littles, a network advocating 
for early childhood care and 
education. And nine Nebraska 
counties didn’t have a single 
licensed child care facility as of 
January, according to the non-
profit First Five Nebraska.

The current situation – with 
too few workers, too expensive 
tuition and a decreasing num-
ber of providers – amounts to 
what advocates and others call 
a crisis. 

And it has caught the atten-
tion of state leaders, including 
Gov. Jim Pillen and lawmakers 
of all political stripes. In the 
current legislative session, 
they’ve introduced at least a 
half-dozen bills intended to 
address the same problems that 
are shuttering the Dimensions 
center just a mile away.  

Momentum at the state level 
now has some sounding opti-
mistic. But with the legislative 
calendar drawing down and the 
issue proving pervasive and 
persistent, it raises the ques-
tion: Will the current efforts 
make a dent in Nebraska’s child 
care crisis?

Financially strapped 
Access to early childhood 

care is an issue across the 
country. In Nebraska, 74% of 
children under 6 have all avail-
able parents in the workforce, 
the 7th-highest percentage in 
the country, according to U.S. 
Census data compiled by First 
Five. 

Put simply, there’s not 
enough supply to meet the 
potential demand. The Bipar-

Lawmakers want to erase Nebraska’s
child care crisis - will it be enough?

By Sara Gentzler

Flatwater Free Press

tisan Policy Center found an 
18.5% gap between the number 
of child care slots offered by 
licensed providers and the num-
ber of young Nebraska children 
with working parents. The 
gap widened to over 30% in the 
largely rural 3rd Congressional 
District.

That was in 2019, before the 
COVID-19 pandemic exacerbat-
ed existing issues.

The number of child care 
centers has rebounded from a 
pandemic-fueled drop, but the 
number of home providers has 
declined by over 19% in the 
metros and over 13% in Greater 
Nebraska since 2019, according 
to First Five. 

In-home providers are essen-
tial, especially in rural areas, 
said Lindsey Jarecki, a former 
early childhood teacher who 
helped start a nonprofit child 
care center in Boone County. 
But many of those providers are 
older, or have closed after not 
making a living wage, she said.

According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Nebraska 
child care workers made an av-
erage annual salary of $28,000 
in 2022, or roughly $13.34 an 
hour – roughly half the average 
salary of all employed Nebras-
kans.

While workers are struggling 
to earn a livable wage, parents 
are struggling to afford child 
care. Over 30% of parents with 
kids ages 5 and younger said 
they left the workforce because 
they couldn’t find affordable 
care, in a 2023 survey com-
missioned by the University of 
Nebraska Extension and We 
Care for Kids.

In Lancaster County, average 
annual child care costs in 2021 
ranged from $6,901 to $12,389 
depending on the child’s age 
and type of care, according to 
the Lincoln Vital Signs report. 

A worker shortage and the 
need to keep tuition reasonable 
led to the Dimensions Founda-
tion’s difficult decision to close 
the center at First-Plymouth, 
Schroder said. 

“Individuals are financially 
strapped … a joke that we tell 
in our circle is that when your 
youngest goes to kindergarten, 
that’s the biggest raise you’ll 
ever get,” Jarecki said.

What legislators are trying
Nebraska’s child care crisis 

has motivated state lawmakers 
across party lines. 

There is strong momentum 
to truly “move the needle” 

in the next couple years, said 
Elizabeth Everett, deputy direc-
tor of First Five, an advocacy 
organization behind many of 
the proposals. 

A bill sponsored by Sen. Eliot 
Bostar, a Democrat, could be 
“game-changing,” she said.

Requested by Pillen, a Repub-
lican, Bostar’s “Child Care Ca-
pacity Building and Workforce 
Act” would create grant pro-
grams to help with upstart costs 
for new child care providers 
and establish regional hubs that 
handle administrative tasks for 
“micro-centers” that care for up 
to 12 children.

The bill, which passed 
unanimously out of committee, 
was amended this week into a 
different bill. It passed the first 
of three rounds of debate.

Another Bostar bill would 
nix some of the state’s “burden-
some” regulations on child care 
providers.

A bill introduced and prior-
itized this year by Sen. John 
Fredrickson, an Omaha Dem-
ocrat, targets a state program 
that pays some child care costs 
for parents who meet certain 
criteria. Child care and pre-
school workers would qualify 
for the subsidy under Fredrick-
son’s bill.

The bill may have hit a snag 
due to its potential $10 million 
cost, Fredrickson told the Flat-
water Free Press.

The governor’s goals for prop-
erty tax relief, while admirable, 
have made new investments a 
difficult sell, Fredrickson said. 
He hopes to pass some version 
of this policy with or without 
the price tag.

Sen. Wendy DeBoer, an 
Omaha Democrat, has a bill 
she hopes will bring the state’s 
subsidy rate more in-line with 
providers’ costs. The Legisla-
ture gave it first-round approval 
on March 5. 

Teresa Ibach, a Republican 
from Sumner, has a stalled bill 
that would, if tacked onto an-
other bill, direct $2 million to a 
fund to supplement salaries for 
child care and early education 
providers. 

Incremental change vs. seis-
mic shift

Dimensions Foundation CEO 
Schroder sees a need for some-
thing bigger than grants, tax 
breaks and subsidy boosts – as 
helpful as those are. Both she 
and Boone Beginnings’ Jarecki 

See CHILD CARE, Page 16 ▶
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It hasn’t been easy, but the Wolf-
pack golf team is ready to start the 
season. Due to bad weather ( snow 
last week being the latest setback), 
the team is scheduled to begin the 
season this week. The Wolfpack are 
scheduled to compete Thursday at 
the Antelope Country Club and, on 
Saturday, at the Plainview Invita-
tional. Making up the Wolfpack golf 
team this season are (front row, l-r): 
Assistant Coach Andrew Childers, 
Dannyka Smidt, Michael Selting, 
Jack Barlow, Aiden Klein and Head 
Coach Trent Ostransky. Back row: 
Creighton Harkins, Karson Kallhoff, 
Kellan Hoefer, Gage Thiessen and 
Gavin Kallhoff. 

           E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ golf
team ready

to start
the season

Advertise in The Elgin Review

The Antelope County Museum has announced the dates for 
an event which, although months away, should be marked on the 
calendar now.

The museum, located in Neligh, will be having a vendor fair and 
windmill raising on Wednesday and Thursday, July 3-4.

 To be held on the Antelope County Historical Society’s grassy 
area in Neligh, it is open to any crafters, businesses, farmer’s 
market people, antique dealers and anyone else who would like to 
participate in the vendor fair.

According to organizers, the decision to go forward with the 
event is because the museum has special events that will be held 
over the two-day span. 

Among them will be Ponca dancers performing on July 3 and a 
windmill will be presented on Independence Day.

There will be two food trucks participating in the event as well, 
according to organizers.

For more information, contact the museum at stealthecourt-
house@gmail.com.

Museum announces plans
for July vendor fair
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would like to see the state provide an ongoing base of funding for 
operations. 

“I personally hate that it has come to a program of 55 years hav-
ing to close,” Schroder said. “But if that’s what it would take for the 
crisis to be seen and known and for something to be done to help … 
then that will be the silver lining. We really need the Legislature 
to see this crisis and to do something about it.”

As a whole, funding for early childhood care and education 
hasn’t kept up with the growing economy, according to Cathey 
Huddleston-Casas at the Buffett Early Childhood Institute. The gap 
to an ideally-funded system supported by federal, state and private 

 ◀ FROM Page 14

Child care
money has widened, according to research by Huddleston-Casas.

About $80.9 million in state funding went to the early childhood 
care and education system in 2021. Even with those dollars and 
other sources of money that year, the institute found it would take 
an additional $569.2 million to reach an ideally-funded system.

“This historically has been a state that has put a lot of effort and 
resources toward early childhood,” Huddleston-Casas said. “De-
spite those efforts and resources, the gap is not closing.” 

It’s unclear exactly what it will take to solve a crisis that she lik-
ened to a Rubik’s Cube: Do your best to fix one side, and it’ll shift 
another side.

“There isn’t going to be a perfect fix or a silver bullet,” she said, 
“but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try.”

It pays to Advertise
in The Elgin Review


