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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Mar. 23	 56	 26	 .00
Mar. 24	 63	 34	 .00
Mar. 25	 63	 24	 .00
Mar. 26	 68	 37	 .00
Mar. 27	 77	 37	 .00
Mar. 28	 87	 37	 .24
Mar. 29	 39	 33	 .13
Total for last week		  0.37
Total for March			  1.15 
Total precipitation 2025		  1.55

The high temperature last week 
was 87 degrees recorded on March 28. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 24 degrees recorded 
on March 25. Altogether, 0.37 of an 
inch of precipitation was recorded 
last week. Following are the high and 
low temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Organization — Moser Equip-
ment, L.L.C.

Notice of Dissolution — Booth Hay 
Company, L.L.C.

Backflow Prevention — City of Elgin
Annual Water Report — City of Elgin
Notice of Acquisition — City of Elgin 

(Tree Dump)
The Elgin Review is the official 

legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
Antelope County Historical Society, 
Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resources District, the State 
of Nebraska, the City of Elgin and 
Elgin School District #18.

Back row, l-r: Bryan Hestekind, Robbie “Gap” Evans, Jason Vaisvilas, B.J. Schmitt, 
Aaron Andrews, Sam Vanourney, Chris Sullivan and Assistant Coach Kip 
Stephens. Front row, l-r: John Avidano, Dave Ochsner, Coach Phil Kluthe, Sam 
Vanourney, Jarid Jochum and Brandon “Bud” Miller.

The 2025 ESU 8 K-12 Art Show will 
be held at the Antelope County Fair 
Grounds Building in Neligh.

K-12 student artwork will be dis-
played from Antelope, Boyd, Holt, 
Madison, Pierce, Stanton, and Wheel-
er Counties, all served by ESU 8.

The show will be open to the public 
for viewing from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day starting Friday, April 11 through 
Sunday, April 13. 

The show will represent approx-
imately 30 schools and over 5,500 
students in the seven-county area.

There is no fee to enjoy the Art and 
everyone is welcome!

Please contact Steph Lundgren, 
ESU 8 Art Consultant with any 
questions or concerns at stephanie.
lundgren@esu8ne.org or 402-887-5041 
Ext. 1231.

Neligh to again
host ESU 8

K-12 Art Show
Friday through Sunday, April 11-13.

Local cemetery
board to hold

annual meeting
April 24 at Levander Funeral Home.

State Senator
Barry DeKay

The Board of Directors of the West 
Cedar Valley Cemetery will hold their 
Annual Meeting on Thursday April 
24, 2025 at 7 p.m. The location will 
be Levander Funeral Home, 107 Pine 
Street, Elgin. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. Agenda will be available at 
time of meeting.

See DeKAY, Page 2 ▶

Chloe Henn was able to finish her 
career on a high note by bringing 
home some hardware from the Class 
D1 State Speech Championships on 
Friday. Elgin High School senior, Henn 
placed first, second and second in her 
preliminary rounds, which clinched 
her spot in finals. In that round, she 
placed fifth overall, earning her anoth-
er state medal.   

Coaches Jessie Reestman and Stacy 
Shumake-Henn expressed praise for 
Henn.

“Chloe has had an amazing speech 
career. She’s a four-year letter winner, 
a four-time State Speech qualifier, and 
now a three-time State medalist. She 
has a lot to be proud of. She was the 
NVC Champion and District Cham-
pion in Entertainment and was also 
NVC Duet Champion with her partner 
Callie Heithoff. In addition, she earned 
medals in OID as well.”

The coaches felt she performed very 
well at State.

“She had some fantastic perfor-
mances this season, and State was no 
different. In the finals round one judge 
ranked her first with a perfect score of 
50/50. That’s definitely something to be 
proud of. She finished among the best 
of the best in class D1.”

Sophomore Zoey Buechter also 
turned in a solid performance in her 
State debut. Buechter would have been 
the next competitor in finals, narrowly 
missing a medal. 

Buechter earned a Superior Rating 
in her Serious Prose performance 
which has earned her some medals 
this season. 

Fellow sophomore Gemma Miller 
competed in Extemporaneous Speak-
ing at the meet in Kearney and also 
earned a Superior Rating. 

The coaches applauded their efforts.
“Gemma and Zoey did a fantastic 

job in Kearney. It’s always nice when 
we have some new kids get down there. 
It prepares them for the next season 

Chloe Henn brought home the fifth place 
medal in entertainment speaking at the 
Class D1 State Speech Championships held 
Friday at Kearney.
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Henn brings home state medal 
in entertainment speaking

and has a tendency to make them a bit 
hungrier to get there. We’re very proud 
of their accomplishments.”

They also had words of praise for 
their whole team. “We’re so proud of 
these kids. We’re a pretty small team, 
but we put in a solid effort this year, 
especially in our district. Being up 
against powerhouses like Wausa and 
Osmond can be a bit intimidating, but 
they handled it like champs.”

The team will lose two seniors to 
graduation—Henn and Heithoff.

“We can’t say enough about those 
two. Their commitment over the last 
four years has been amazing. They 
are tough kids to replace, as they are 
talented, hardworking, and terrific 
leaders. They were a positive influence 
on our younger team members.”

Congratulations on a great season, 
EPS Speech. 

March 28 marked the 52nd day of 
this 90-day legislative session and the 
final day of daily committee hearings. 
Full day debate will begin on March 
31st. Senators are now focused on the 
budget as well as bills that have been 
designated as a priority either by a 
senator, a committee, or the Speaker of 
the Legislature.

One of the final bills heard by the 
Judiciary Committee this year was my 
bill LB395. LB395 was brought on be-
half of the Nebraska Supreme Court’s 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
and Probation. In 2018, the Legislature 
passed LB990 which restricts anyone 
convicted in juvenile court of misde-
meanor domestic violence or a felony 
offense from possessing a firearm 
until he or she is 25 years old. Sub-
sequently, several judges across the 
state found that there was a conflict 
with the sealed records 
statutes which pre-
vents law enforcement 
from determining if a 
juvenile is prohibited 
from possessing or 
purchasing a firearm. 
In Nebraska, juvenile 
records are normally 
sealed automatically 
when the case is closed. 
Testimony submitted 
by the Nebraska State 
Patrol highlighted that 
under the existing law, a prohibited 
juvenile convicted of violent felonies, 
including murder, could be appropri-
ately denied the ability to buy a hand-
gun but then erroneously be allowed 
to purchase a rifle or shotgun upon 
turning the age of 19. 

Meanwhile, the Legislature debated 
paid sick leave over the course of mul-
tiple days. Last November, the voters 
passed the Nebraska Healthy Families 
and Workplaces Act, also known as 
the Paid Sick Leave Initiative, which 
mandates paid sick time in Nebraska 
for eligible employees to earn and use 
for personal or family needs. Specif-
ically, this law requires that begin-
ning on October 1, 2025, all Nebraska 
employees are to be given a minimum 
of one hour of paid sick time for every 
30 hours worked, up to an established 
threshold based on employer size.

In response to the passage of the 
Paid Sick Leave Initiative, a couple 
of bills were introduced this year to 
address concerns with the new law. 
LB415 brought by Senator Ballard 
makes a number of technical updates 
to bring the law into alignment with 
other Nebraska employment statutes. 
Senator Strommen introduced LB698 
to create several exemptions from 
the Nebraska Healthy Families and 
Workplaces Act for temporary or sea-
sonal agricultural workers, employees 
younger than sixteen, and employers 
with less than eleven employees.

During the committee process, Sena-
tor Strommen’s LB698 was amended 
into LB415 and became the focus of 
floor debate. Supporters of LB698 
argued that it is administratively and 
financially a huge burden for small 
businesses to comply with the new paid 
sick leave law. Opponents filibustered 
the bill arguing there should be no ex-
emptions and that all employees should 
be given paid sick leave. Following 
contentious debate, LB415 as amended 
was advanced to the second stage of 
consideration on a 34 to 14 vote.

Finally, applications are now being 
accepted for a program known as the 
Unicameral Youth Legislature. The 
Unicameral Youth Legislature is a 
legislative simulation in which high 
school students take on the role of law-
makers. Student senators sponsor bills, 
conduct committee hearings, debate 
legislation and discover the unique 
process of the nation’s only unicamer-
al. The program will be held from June 
8th to June 13, 2025 at the Nebraska 

Full day debate
now underway
at legislature

Bills address concerns on
Paid Sick Leave Initiative

Newspaper office
to be closed

Friday afternoon
Will re-open on Monday, April 9.

The Elgin Review office will be 
closed this Friday, April 4. Please use 
the drop box near the front door.

State speech medalists from Pope John were (l-r): Reese Stuhr, Jovie Borer and Olivia 
Klein.

Courtesy photo

It’s time to cleanup your proper-
ty of unwanted items and the City 
of Elgin is ready to help.

Elgin Cleanup Day will be held 
next Friday, April 11. Large dump-
sters will again be placed on the lot 
directly north of Elgin Livestock 
where persons can drive up and 
unload items they no longer want 
or need.

The dumpsters are scheduled 
to be there from around 8 a.m. to 
approximately 5 p.m. The company 
providing the dumpsters will pick 
them up after 5 p.m. on Friday.

The rules are the same as in 
previous years:

• Items which should NOT be 
placed in the dumpsters are tires, 
gasoline, oil, fertilizer, yard waste, 
tree branches and old batteries. 
Hazardous materials are not al-
lowed.

As has been the case in previous 
years, it will be the responsibility 
of the property owner to haul items 
to the dumpster.

Community
Cleanup Day

will be April 11

On Friday, May 28th, nine Pope 
John Crusaders speech team mem-
bers performed one last time at the D2 
NSAA State Championships held at 
Kearney High School. The team ended 
up sixth in the sweepstakes and had 
three state medal winners.

Senior Olivia Klein led the medal pa-
rade. In her final trip to state speech, 
she finished second in Informative 
Speaking.

Also earning a second place medal 
was junior Reese Stuhr in Serious 
Prose.

The third state medalist for Pope 
John was Jovie Borer in Persuasive.

Earning superior ratings but miss-
ing out on the final round were: 

• Aiden Klein and Brooke Kinney in 
duet acting 

• Aiden Klein, Brooke Kinney, Cam-
ry Kittelson, Matthew Kerkman, and 
Tessa Barlow in OID 

• Tessa Barlow in serious prose 
• Jovie Borer in POI
• Harlie Tyler in poetry. 
Coaches Amy Klein and Chris 

Grundmayer would like to thank 
everyone who came to watch our team 
compete this year.

PJCC brings 
home three 
state speech

medals
Crusaders finish

sixth in final
team standings

The Elgin Young n Lively club celebrated 50 years of service to the community on Sunday 
afternoon. An open house was held at the Elgin Community Center where past and pres-
ent members enjoyed fond memories. Current members include (l-r): Deb Warren, Janna 
Schrunk, Sue Vanis, Lynell Morgan, Michele Reicks, Linda Moser, Kathy Dinslage, Jane 
Niewohner and Jane Schuchardt. Courtesy photo

50 years of
serving Elgin
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Elgin Public Library was privileged 
to have Tammy Marshall (center), a 
Nebraska author from Neligh,   at-
tend our monthly book club on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2025.  The 
ladies read The Clearwater House 
written by Marshall.  This is the first 
of her seven published books.  In 
addition to writing books Tammy 
also writes a column for the Norfolk 
Daily News about books, poetry, 
blogs, and other things.  She is also 
an avid reader and loves the clas-
sics, likes to travel, ride motorcycles 
and paint.  Marshall is a retired high 
school teacher and is the mother of 
two adult children. If you are look-
ing for something good to read, we 
have all of Tammy’s books available 
at our library.  Come check one out!

State Capitol Building. The deadline to apply is May 19th. Students 
interested in more information can contact the Unicameral Infor-
mation Office by phone at (402) 471-2788 or email at uio@leg.ne.gov. 
The registration fee is $675, which covers admission, lodging, and 
meals; full cost of admission may be covered by a scholarship. 

 ◀ FROM Page 1

DeKAY

Author visits
Elgin book club
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Say What?

Elgin Columnist
Jane Schuchardt

Sixty Years Ago    	     April 1, 1965
Lyle Beckman arrive home Saturday night from being stationed 

in Germany for the past 18 months. He will visit at the home of his 
mother, Mrs. Johanna Beckman and with other relatives for sever-
al weeks. Larry Beckman of Omaha was also a weekend visitor in 
the home of his mother. 

Al Neukirch announced this week that one new board member, 
Glenn Dozler, has been elected to the Rural Fire Protection District 
here at the their annual meeting, Saturday, March 27 at the pump 
house. Glenn replaced his father, George F. Dozler, whose term 
expired. 

The Pines Motel Beauty Salon will hold a grand opening Satur-
day, April 3 at the Pines Motel. Free coffee and tea will be served 
all day plus souvenirs.   

Fifty Years Ago 	   March 27, 1975

Korene Erickson who is attending the University in Lincoln 
came Friday evening to spend a week with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dallmont Erickson. Joining them for Sunday dinner were Mr. 
and Mrs. Denzel Anderson, Mrs. Nancy Lee, Mrs. Hattie Anderson 
and Maulding Adamson. 

“Youth Employment for Young and Old” gives the youth of this 
community an opportunity to help out those who need help in farm 
work, yard work, garden work and work around the house. Ken 
Scholl, who has charge of this category for the CIP, has a listing of 
12 young people who are willing to work. If you have a job of any 
kind that needs to be done you may contact Ken at Jensen’s TV or 
call 843-2294. 

The Young-N-Lively Extension Club met Thursday evening, 
March 21 at 7:30 in the Don Mackel home. The co-hostess was Mrs. 
Joe Moser. The evening was spent planning the 1975 club goals and 
also the years program was arranged. The lesson on “The Impres-
sionable Years, 0-3” was given by Mrs. George Childers.   

Thirty Years Ago 	 March 29, 1995

Lucille Busteed of Elgin was honored with a surprise birthday 
dinner party on Saturday night, March 25, in the ballroom of the 
Plantation House. The party was hosted by her sons and daughters-
in-law, Gary and Bernie Busteed of Columbus and Bob and Debbie 
Busteed of Pittsburg, PA. More than 40 guests attended the buffet 
dinner and a special program of toasts reflecting on her life as a 
wife, mother, grandmother and member of the Elgin community. 

Courtney Reicks of Petersburg, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Monte 
Reicks, who attends Pope John Central Catholic High School, has 
been selected for Girls State by the Petersburg Legion Auxiliary. 
Miss Reicks is active in musicals, dinner theaters, Junior Right 
to Life and C-Club at PJ. She enjoys playing sports and being with 
friends. She also works at the Wolf Memorial Nursing Home in 
Albion. 

Twenty Years Ago 	 March 30, 2005

Elgin Public School officials accepted a grant from Great Plains 
Communications Tuesday to fund the development of a Career 
Resource Center at the school. Elgin is one of six grant recipients 
this year from the Great Plains Communications Commitment to 
the Schools program. Intent of this project is to enhance the career 
education activities in place at Elgin Public Schools. An extensive 
career exploration class is now offered in eighth grade. Goal of the 
resource center is to encourage students throughout high school to 
use the information gained to further their educational and career 
planning. 

Elgin brothers Robbie and Troy Moore, sons of Bob and Teresa 
Moore of Elgin, are both in the U.S. Marine Corps, and both are 
currently stationed overseas. Private Robert J. (Robbie) Moore 
completed basic training in San Diego, CA, in August, 2004. He 
the attended Marine Combat Training at Camp Pendleton, San 
Diego, CA. Upon completion of this training, he attended the 
Communication Cable/Antenna Systems Apprentice Course at 
Sheppard Air Force Base, TX. He graduated and received a promo-
tion to Private First Class on March 17, 2005. PFC Robert Moore is 
currently stationed with the Third Marine Division at Okinawa, 
Japan. Private Troy Moore completed basic training at San Diego, 
CA, in July, 2004. He then attended Marine Combat Training at 
Camp Pendleton, San Diego, CA. After completing this training, 
he attended Fire Finder School (radar operations) at Fort Sill, OK. 
Upon graduation, he received a promotion to Private First Class. 
PFV Troy Moore then attended Urban Military Operations and Ur-
ban Training Instructor Course, Humvee Training and Enhanced 
Marksmanship Program at Camp Lajuen, NC. On Feb. 25, 2005, 
PFC Troy Moore was deployed to Iraq, where he currently serves 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom and the War on Global Terrorism. 
Robbie and Troy are both recent graduates of Elgin Public School. 

Shop at
Home!
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Sisters, rather biological, 
through friendship, or of a 
spiritual nature can give life 
richness beyond measure. Such 
is my experience. 

Sister Pat, Elgin’s gentle gi-
ant for 53 years, now moving to 
Wisconsin, is a prime example. 
At her farewell reception re-
cently, she gave me one last hug 
engulfing me with God’s peace, 
hope and love. 

With thanks for the oppor-
tunity to write occasionally for 
The Elgin Review, Sister Pat was 
an assignment.

Normally, writing assign-
ments cause nary a worry. 
Truth be told, while raised 
Lutheran and practicing in that 
tradition all of my 73 years, the 
thought of meeting a SISTER, 
a brand-new experience for me, 

made the hair on my neck stand 
at attention. 

Homework was in order. 
Looked up what it takes to be 
a Catholic sister, to spend your 
lifetime dedicated to faith, min-
imalistic living, and service. 
Going into the interview, ques-
tions were prepared with care 
with plenty of self-talk about 
not saying the wrong thing. 

Truly, none of that was 
needed. Sister Pat had a way 
of making me feel at ease from 
word one. She is revered by our 
community and by the students 
who learned under her tutelage. 
Such an honor to know her and 
get a hug from her at various 
community events. I will miss 
her. 

Another firsthand experience 
with a Catholic nun was during 

our recent visit to Kenya. Sister 
Maureen, a Franciscan sister 
who works as a nurse, designed 
the medical unit at the St. 
Jerome school we visited. None 
of the descriptors for medical 
facilities here, such as white 
and germ-free, work there. 

The walls are dirty brick. 
The floors are dirt. There is no 
air conditioning in the blazing 
heat. The toilet needs to be 
flushed with rainwater from a 
bucket. The medical profession-
als invite little ones, the elderly, 
and everyone in between to wait 
patiently in a tent outside the 
facility. 

The most common ailments 
are malaria and respiratory 
troubles. The diagnosis and 
limited pharmaceuticals are 
available at no cost. Patients 
trudge home on dusty paths, 
sometimes for miles, or, if im-
mobile, on small motorcycles. 
We can count our many bless-
ings here.   

My only biological sister is a 
true treasure – spirited, pen-
sive, creative, and special in 
every way. 

Those that heard her speak at 
Rick and my 50th wedding an-
niversary last May were rolling 
with laughter. 

With my only sister living far 
away most all my life, sisters by 
another mother, in other words, 
friends, are so important to me. 
There are those who love gar-
dening, those who struggle with 
severe illness, those who hike, 
bike, and tent camp, those who 
enjoy fancy restaurants – all so 
different, yet all kind, loving, 
and a complete joy to share time 
together reminiscing, planning 
travel together, and experi-

encing yet another adventure 
where memories are made. 

The African culture speaks 
of soul sis-
ters, wom-
en helping 
women. 
Advice col-
umnists, 
such as the 
late Ann 
Landers, 
often are 
called sob 
sisters, 
since they 
write about 
emotional 
issues. 
There are 
half-sisters 
who share 
one par-
ent, stepsisters not biologically 
related but sharing a parent 
through marriage, and pseu-
do-sisters, those endearing and 
enduring friends.

Never was a sorority sister 
in college. Couldn’t afford it. 
Did live in a co-op though, Love 
Memorial Hall on East Campus 
in Lincoln. Love had traditions 
similar to a sorority. What 
made it different was doing our 
own cooking and cleaning. This 
resulted in campus housing 
at a fraction of the cost other 
students paid. 

Recently, membership came 
my way by invitation to the 
local P.E.O. (philanthropic ed-
ucational organization). Mem-
bers, all women helping each 
other and supporting education 
beyond high school, call each 
other sisters. 

Regardless how you define 
sisters, let them know how 
much they are appreciated and 
loved. 

While the misters in our lives 
are wonderful, the closeness of 
true sisters always makes life 
better. 

Comments welcome at jane.
schuchardt@gmail.com.

Closeness of true sisters makes life better
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

The other day, I got a text from my 
uncle in California.

He’d just watched a news report 
about the tumultuous, March 18 town 
hall held by U.S. Rep. Mike Flood, a 
Republican, in which shouts and boos 
dominated.

“I thought Nebraskans were above 
this stuff,” texted my uncle, who grew 
up across the river in northwest Iowa.

Gotta admit, it wasn’t a great look 
for “Nebraska 
Nice.”

 But also gotta 
admit, I wasn’t 
surprised — it 
wasn’t the first 
time I’d seen an 
angry crowd in 
Nebraska confront 
a politician about 
their positions.

Back in the day, 
they yelled at then 
U.S. Sen. Ben Nel-
son, a Democrat, 
about his decisive 
vote to approve the 
Affordable Care 

Act, or “Obamacare,” that expanded 
health care to more Americans.

Later, it was then U.S. Rep. Jeff 
Fortenberry who got the wrath of a 
larger gathering at Lincoln Southwest 
High School over his support for dis-
mantling the ACA.

We all saw what happened on Jan. 6.
More recently, we saw supporters 

of abortion and LGBTQ rights noisily 
flood into the Rotunda of the State 
Capitol while state lawmakers debated 
legislation dealing with those issues. 
A couple of disruptive people had to be 
arrested and hauled away. And we saw 
at least two people openly carrying 
a handgun (open carry is permitted 
at the State Capitol despite efforts to 
disallow that. Carrying a gun to a rau-
cous event where emotions are heated 
is not a good idea, if you ask me.)

Many people are just angry, I told 
my uncle, and those people are on both 
sides of the political aisle.

Democrats are upset that an unelect-
ed band of 20-somethings, led by bil-
lionaire Elon Musk, are hacking away 
at federal programs that haven’t faced 
such a hacking in decades. It creates 
worries about services for veterans, 
research into cancer and other diseas-
es, and whether Social Security and 
Medicare will survive.

Republicans, who took over the 
White House and both houses of Con-

gress, appear upset that everyone isn’t 
jumping onboard the efforts to impose 
tariffs on foreign goods, annex Green-
land and Canada, and the efforts to cut 
spending. They’re also a bit defensive 
that inflation, interest rates and the 
price of eggs haven’t fallen as promised 
on “day one.”

When you see talking heads on the 
24/7 news channels constantly yelling 
and ranting about today’s world, and 
the leader of the free world calling our 
allies derogatory names and tossing 
them out of the White House, well that 
tends to signal that it’s OK to be rude 
and crude.

Social media is likely also a factor. 
We can spout off against someone with-
out confronting them face-to-face. It’s 
much easier to be offensive.

I pine for the days when our leaders 
professed that “I cannot tell a lie.” But 

even back then there were violent dis-
agreements, sometimes resolved by du-
eling pistols. Flood, for his part, should 
be given credit for holding a town hall 
with a live audience when Republican 
leaders were discouraging that.

He said that there’s some value in 
allowing people to speak their mind. 
And he did get applause for his support 
of freedom fighters in Ukraine.

People don’t like change, Flood said. 
And some of the changes we’re seeing 
are pretty radical, like erasing (even 
briefly) the military history of Jackie 
Robinson, who broke the color barrier 
in baseball, and taking down the story 
of the Enola Gay, a bomber built at 
Offutt that delivered the first atomic 
bomb.

Is there a solution to all this anger? 
I read somewhere that we should 

take a 30-second timeout before react-

ing to a provocation, take some deep 
breaths, do something calming, like 
pet a cat. Emotions dissipate after 90 
seconds, they say.

Turn off the TV, step away from 
social media, dig around in the garden. 
Or as the Bible says, turn the other 
cheek. Maybe, like a lot of things, this 
is just a temporary cycle that will pass. 
We can only hope.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-

er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun. 
A native of Ralston, Nebraska, he 

loves traveling and writing about the 
state.

Angry shouts, disruptions all part of  
political discourse today, unfortunately

We welcome ‘letters to the editor’

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

Overreaching environmental reg-
ulations upended the Sackett family’s 
life.

Michael and Chantell Sackett pur-
chased a lot in a residential area near 
Priest Lake, Idaho in 2004. 

They simply wanted to build a home. 
They obtained county building per-

mits and, in 2007, 
started placing 
sand and gravel on 
their property to 
get it ready for the 
build.

But shortly after 
the family began 
preparing their lot, 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
told them to stop. 
The building plot 
contained no di-
rect surface water 
connection to any 
navigable body of 
water. 

But because of 
the plot’s proximity to Priest Lake, the 
EPA said that placing sand and grav-
el on the property violated the Clean 
Water Act.

The Clean Water Act prohibits the 
discharge of pollutants — such as 

Necessary reforms at the Environmental Protection Agency
the rocks and sand used to prepare a 
building plot — into “navigable wa-
ters.” 

Navigable waters are ambiguously 
defined by the Clean Water Act as “wa-
ters of the United States,” more com-
monly known as WOTUS. Normally, 
navigable waters are defined as waters 
that are deep, wide, and calm enough 
for boats or ships to go across. The 
surface water on the Idaho family’s lot 
certainly didn’t fit that bill.

So, the Sacketts challenged the EPA. 
Eventually, their case — Sackett v. 
EPA — reached the Supreme Court. 
The Supreme Court ruled unanimous-
ly in their favor: they said that the 
Clean Water Act’s protections extend 
only to wetlands with a continuous 
surface connection to “waters of the 
United States,” defined as a relatively 
permanent body of water connected to 
traditional interstate navigable waters.

But even after the Supreme Court’s 
ruling almost two years ago, the Biden 
administration’s EPA plowed ahead 
with its vague definition of WOTUS. 
President Biden’s WOTUS rule allowed 
EPA officials in Washington, D.C. to 
make case-by-case determinations of 
what should be considered a water of 
the U.S. 

This rule allowed the federal gov-

ernment to heavily regulate privately 
owned land containing ponds, pud-
dles, and even dry ditches, needlessly 
placing more people under restrictive 
regulations and fines.

At long last, earlier this month, 
President Trump’s EPA announced 
that it will reconsider the Biden-era 
WOTUS rule, along with dozens of oth-
er heavy-handed regulations from the 
last administration. 

Americans must know which waters 
are subject to federal jurisdiction, not 
be left in uncertainty that their lives 
might be upended like the Sacketts’ 
were. And the Trump administration 
wants to provide Americans with 
clarity, not bombard them with unnec-
essary rules.

The EPA also announced that it will 
reconsider the Biden administration’s 
overreaching regulations on power 
plants, commonly known as the “Clean 
Power Plan 2.0.” 

This plan misused the Clean Air Act 
to stunt electricity generation in the 
United States and limit Americans’ 
choices. 

It would raise prices for American 
families by making electricity gener-
ation less affordable and reliable. The 
Trump administration is fulfilling its 
promise to unleash American energy 

by reconsidering these regulations.
In another victory for American 

families, the EPA is reconsidering the 
regulations that formed the backbone 
of President Biden’s electric vehicle 
mandate: the Model Year 2027 and Lat-
er Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehi-
cles regulation and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Standards for Heavy-Duty 
Vehicles. 

Not only would these rules take 
away people’s ability to choose the 
safest and most affordable car for their 
own families, they would impose over 
$700 billion in regulatory and compli-
ance costs.

Each of these Biden-era regulations 
created more costly hoops for fami-
lies to jump through just to achieve 
simple parts of the American dream, 
like buying a car or building a house. 
I was pleased to see that the EPA will 
reconsider WOTUS, the Clean Power 
Plan 2.0, and vehicle emissions regula-
tions, along with dozens of other rules. 
Republicans are committed to bringing 
sanity back to our bureaucracy, restor-
ing the booming economy of the first 
Trump administration, and unleash-
ing American energy. 

I’ll continue working with the 
Trump administration to accomplish 
each of these goals.

As the top-ranked state for commer-
cial cattle slaughter and the nation’s 
top beef exporter, Nebraska has long 
earned the title “The Beef State.” In 
fact, 58 percent of the total value of 
state’s agricultural production origi-
nates from livestock. This rich heri-
tage of excellence in the cattle industry 
is worth celebrating and upholding. It 
also provides a foundation for growth.

This week I was able to offer my 
congratulations at the ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting for the new Sustainable 
Beef processing plant in North Platte. 
A major step forward for Nebras-
ka’s world-leading beef industry, the 
opening of this state-of-the-art facility 
is projected to drive $1.2 billion in 
economic activity annually, benefiting 
communities and families across our 
state. The Third District ranks first 
in the nation for 
cattle inventory. 
Yet, in recent years 
COVID-19, fires, lost 
processing infra-
structure, and other 
disruptions have 
exposed vulnerabil-
ities in our supply 
chain. As a new 
competitive option 
to get product to 
market, the Sus-
tainable Beef proj-
ect will enhance the 
ability of our hard-
working cattlemen 
to get the best price 
for their beef and enable producers to 
get their product to eager consumers. 
Beef eaters at home and abroad recog-
nize our high-quality product, and we 
must continue to strengthen our sup-
ply chains and fight for greater access 
to international markets. Much of my 
work in Washington centers around 
cultivating a broader understanding of 
the value of agricultural trade and our 
hardworking producers’ capacity to 
feed consumers around the globe.

International market access is 
critical for a strong economic future. 
America’s outstanding producers 
raise and grow more than we need 
domestically and consumers in other 
countries know and prefer the quality 
of our products. In Nebraska, every $1 
in agricultural exports generates $1.09 
in additional economic activity for the 
state. To eliminate barriers to trade, 
the United States must continue to set 
a high bar for science-driven, risk-
based standards in agricultural trade. 
In a Ways and Means Trade Subcom-
mittee hearing I chaired this week, we 
discussed unjustified barriers to U.S. 
products which contribute to trade 
imbalances. For example, in the last 
twenty years Australia has sold nearly 
$29 billion in beef to the United States, 
while American fresh beef exports 
have been denied access.

When given a level playing field, 
American agriculture can compete 
with anyone, but for too long we ha-
ven’t held our partners accountable. 
To address this, I am a cosponsor of 
the Agriculture Export Promotion Act 
which would increase investment in 
the Market Access Program and the 
Foreign Market Development Cooper-
ator Program. Between 1977 and 2019 
such export promotion programs at the 
U.S. Department of Ag have generated 
a $24.50 return for every $1 invested.

Nebraskans are a pioneering people. 
The innovative business and indus-
try practices of the Sustainable Beef 
project show why the people of our 
state are the best in the world at what 
they do. We also know how to come 
together to achieve great things. An ac-
complishment like this is years in the 
making and doesn’t happen without 
extraordinary teamwork and leader-
ship. It’s a testament to the importance 
of listening to consumer demand and 
meeting it through thoughtful collab-
oration throughout the supply chain. 
I will continue to advance policy to 
reinforce and expand opportunities for 
our world-class beef industry.

Reinforcing
supply chains

in the Beef  State
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OBITUARIES
Delores Olson, 93

March 3, 1932 - March 25, 2025
Raised in Raeville, she and her husband 
Leonard farmed near Lindsay for many 

years before retiring.

Delores 
Olson, 93 
of Kearney 
passed away 
on Tuesday, 

March 25, 2025 at Mt. Carmel 
Keens Memorial Home in Kear-
ney.  A Funeral Mass was held 
10 a.m. Monday, March 31, 2025 
at St. James Catholic Church in 
Kearney. Interment followed at 
Holy Family Catholic Cemetery 
in Lindsay, NE. 

Visitation was held Sunday 
at St. James Catholic Church 
with a Rosary/prayer service 
at 3:30 p.m. Memorials are sug-
gested to the Family for future 
designation.  Condolences may 
be shared online at www.osrfh.
com. Services are entrusted to 
O’Brien Straatmann Redinger 
Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vices.

*****
Delores was born March 3, 

1932 in Elgin, NE to Henry and 
Mary (Starman) Beckman. She 
was raised in Raeville, NE and 
attended St. John Berchmans 
School. 

On February 1, 1956, Delores 
was united in marriage to 
Leonard Olson in Raeville, NE. 

The couple made their home 
near Lindsay, NE where the 
couple farmed for many years.

Delores was a longtime 
member of Lindsay Holy 
Family Catholic Church. She 
was also involved in Sociable 

Sues, and Benediction Oblate 
of Norfolk. Delores enjoyed 
playing cards, sewing, quilt-
ing, cooking, gardening and 
volunteering at Lindsay Holy 
Family School.

Left to cherish her memory 
are her son, Kenneth (Teresa) 
Olson of Graham, NC; daugh-
ters, Joyce (Michael) Gregg of 
Kearney, Kathy (Joe) Turek 
of Gibbon, Patricia Sultan 
of Chesterfield, VA, Carol 
(Mike) Seback of Littleton, 
CO, Yvonne (Greg) Lilly of 
Richmond, VA; grandchildren, 
Rebecca Gregg, Ben Turek, 
Paul Turek, Jessica Turek, 
Christopher Sultan, Jonathan 
Sultan, Tiana Graves, Patrick 
Graves, Trinity Lilly, Hank 
Lilly; great grandchild, Riley 
Jo Munsinger; step-grandchil-
dren, Austin (Alexa) Seback 
and family and Lauren Seback, 
Bryon and Synthia Durn and 
family; brother, Melvin (Mary 
Ann) Beckman of Omaha; sis-
ter, Sr. Bernadine Beckman of 
Norfolk; additional survivors 
include Karl (Rochelle) Olson, 
Roger (Gloria) Olson and Mar-
garet Olson; as well as many 
nieces, nephews, extended fam-
ily members and friends.

Delores was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband, 
Leonard Olson; 5 sisters; and 
4 brothers; as well as several 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-
law, nieces and nephews.

The Elgin Review  •  April 2, 2025

All fines in addition to $49 
court costs. *Denotes an amend-
ment of original charge(s).

Gregg Mott, Tilden, NE 
10/14/24, sentenced to court 
costs-only judgment  

Joseph C Aschoff, Osmond, 
NE 3/6/25 speeding 75/65 mph, 
fined $25.00 - Hartley.

Kyle J Thompson, Norfolk, 
NE 3/1/25 speeding 79/65 mph, 
fined $75.00  - Barker.                               

Daniel R Veik, Elgin, NE 
68636 9/27/24 DUI-alcohol-1st 
offense, sentence includes fine 
of $500.00; 12 months of proba-
tion; drug testing/probation 
administrative enrollment/
probation fees totaling $390.00; 
license revoked for 60 days; 
interlock device; breath test 
cost of $100.00; pay restitution of 
$9,327.12 - Hartley.*

Jerome L Baugher, Tilden, 
NE 12/19/24 DV assault-3rd/
threat/bodily injury, sentence 
includes: jail term of  30 days/24 
months probation+drug test-

ing/probation administrative 
enrollment/probation fees total-
ing $750.00 - Grassmyer.

Bryce D Hauck (Kayton Int’l), 
Tyndall, SD 3/3/25 driver vio. 
CDL class/endorse/restrict.;C-
MV-brake general, fined $100.00 
- Asche.

Earl D Wilkinson, Oakdale, 
NE3/10/25 2 counts overweight 
on axle or group of axles, fined 
$150.00 - Paul Asche.

Malachi J Vaughn, Omaha, 
NE 2/8/25 take/possess fish w/o 
permit, fined  $100.00 -  Jones.

Gabriel N Morse, Omaha, NE 
2/8/25 take/possess fish w/o 
permit, fined $100.00 - Jones.

Brandon M Rook, Sioux Falls, 
SD 27/25 violate stop or yield 
sign, fined $75.00 - Barker.

Benjamin R Sullivan, Buffa-
lo, MN 2/27/25 speeding 80/65 
mph, fined $75.00 - Barker.

Michael A Mikler, Lincoln, 
NE 3/7/25 speeding 70/55 mph, 
fined $75.00 - Barker.

Courthouse News
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Tim
Kester, Jr.

This year, Antelope Me-
morial Hospital’s “Move it 2 
Lose it Challenge” was held 
for 11 weeks from January 6th 
through March 21st. It was 
coordinated by Vanessa Car-
penter, AMH Wellness Director. 
A total of 652.2 pounds were col-
lectively lost by the 50 contes-
tants, consisting of nine men, 21 
women and five teams of four. 

In the Men’s Division, the 
first-place winner was Tim 
Kester, Jr. (Clearwater), losing 
15.8% of his total body weight. 
Second and third-place winners 
were anonymous. 

Winners in the Women’s 
Division were – first-place: 
anonymous, second-place: Lauri 
Huffman (Neligh) and third-
place: Corrie Reynolds (Neligh). 

In the Team 
Division, the 
first-place team 
winners were 
the “Born Los-
ers”, collectively 
losing 13.6% of 
their total body 
weight. Its mem-
bers included Ed 
and Joe O’Brien 
and Sheila 
Meyer (all of Til-
den) and Billy 
O’Brien (Battle 

Creek). Joe O’Brien led individ-
uals in the team category by 
losing 18.7% of his body weight.

“I was really glad I partici-
pated in this contest,” said Ed 
O’Brien. 

“Sometimes we need a boost 
to get started and this con-
test really helped me to move 
forward. It was also a lot of fun 
to compete with other members 
of my family as well as other 
teams..” 

The second-place team win-
ners were the “Slenderellas”, 
consisting of Diann Arehart, 
Carrie Schrader, Christie 
Counts (all of Neligh) and Vir-
ginia Seier (Petersburg). 

The third-place team winners 
were the “Team Moms”, consist-
ing of Ashley Niewohner (El-
gin), Angela Sucha (Verdigre), 
Kelli Osborn (Meadow Grove) 
and Anne Labenz (Lindsay). 

“This was my second year for 

AMH “Move It 2 
Lose It” winners 

announced

See AMH, Page 7 ▶

Stay Informed!
Read the Public Notices!

Members of the Wolfpack boys and girls track team are (front row, l-r): Braelyn Martinsen, Kayton Zwingman, Mady Kurpgeweit, Kinley Drueke, 
Ruby Durre, Gemma Miller and Megan Wright. Back row: Max Henn, Trey Rittscher, Joseph McNally, Justice Blecher, Jarek Erickson, Evin Pelster and 
Matthew Kerkman.

The Wolfpack golf team this year 
is made up of (front row, l-r): Gavin 
Kallhoff, Molly Thiessen, Dannyka 
Smidt and Kellan Hoefer. Back row: 
Karson Kallhoff, Creighton Harkins, 
Landyn Veik and Michael Selting. 
Not pictured: Aiden Klein. The golf 
team began the season Tuesday 
afternoon, April 1, competing at a 
triangular at Fullerton.

E-R photos/LMorgan

Wolfpack 
Spring sports
teams ready
to compete
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NOTICE OF ACQUISITION OF 
PROPERTY

NOTICE is hereby given by the 
Mayor and Council of the City of 
Elgin, Nebraska, that on Friday, 
February 7, 2025, the Mayor and 
Council of the City of Elgin, Ne-
braska authorized the acquisition 
and purchase of the following-de-
scribed real estate owned by the 
Betty Moser Estate (seller), Elgin, 
Nebraska, to-wit:

A tract of land located in the 
Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ 

of Section 1, T23N, R8W of the 6th 
P.M., Antelope County, Nebraska, 

more particularly described as 
follows:

Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of the Southwest ¼ of 

Section 1, T23N, R8W of the 6th 
P.M., Antelope County, Nebraska, 
and having an assumed bearing of 
N 89°11’38” E on the South line of 
the Southwest ¼ of said Section; 
thence N 01°15’22” W on the East 
line of said Southwest ¼, 65.00 

feet to a point on the North Right-
of-Way line of State Highway 

#70, said point being the Point 

of Beginning; thence N 01°15’22” 
W on said East line, 920.00 feet; 

thence N 89°30’00” W, 612.00 feet; 
thence S 01°15’22” E and parallel 
to said East line, 933.95 feet to a 
point on said North Right-of-Way 
line; thence N 89°11’38” E on said 

North Right-of-Way line; 611.73 
feet to the Point of Beginning, con-
taining 13.02 acres, more or less.

and, further, have authorized and 
directed the Mayor and City Clerk 
to execute the transfer of title to the 
real property upon satisfaction of 
all necessary conditions required 
by the Municipal Code of the City 
of Elgin, Nebraska and Nebraska 
law. 

The consideration for said sale 
is the sum of Thirty-two Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars ($32,500.00) 
and the real estate to be acquired 
and purchased shall be used for 
the tree dump.    

Dated this 2nd day of April, 2025.
Kristin L Childers

City Clerk
PUBLISH: April 2, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY
CITY OF ELGIN

Read the Public Notices!

leading the challenge and we 
had another awesome turnout,” 
said Carpenter. 

“This year I brought back the 
STAC classes for group exercise 
and had a small but mighty 
group, averaging 7 – 9 women 
in attendance. It’s rewarding 
to see participants lose weight. 
However, everyone’s weight loss 
journey is different, so I always 

 ◀ FROM Page 6

AMH
like to incorporate body com-
position measurements. On av-
erage, we had participants lose 
three and a half inches off their 
waist, three inches off their 
hips and two and half percent of 
their total body fat.”

“The AMH ‘Move It to Lose 
It’ Challenge was more than 
just a workout,” said Nadia 
Malan-Cameron (Neligh), a 
women’s individual participant. 

“It was also a chance for 
personal growth, support from 
the group and some amazing 
accomplishments, What really 
made it special was the ener-
gy we built during the group 
workouts. We pushed each other 
to go further and kept ourselves 
accountable. With Vanessa lead-
ing us, we didn’t just work out 
– we grew, learned and crushed 
our goals.” 

Prize donations were made 
by Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal, AMH Wellness, Overland 
Rehab, Snider Custom Cuts, 
Old Mill Truck Sales, Tinsley 
Grain, Two Bills Steakhouse, 
319 Graphics, Country Junction, 
Neligh Eye Physicians, P.C., 
Thriftway Market and State 
Farm – Melissa Smith.
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NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: Moser Equipment, L.L.C. 
The address of the designated of-
fice is: 607 Bowen Street, Elgin, Ne-
braska 68636. The name and mail-
ing address of the initial agent for 
service of process of the company 
is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, 
P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It 
is organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or in-
surance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced upon 

filing the Certificate of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary of State on 
March 20, 2025, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

Moser Equipment, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: March 26, April 2 & 9, 
2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Moser Equipment, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
BOOTH HAY COMPANY, L.L.C., 

a Nebraska Limited Liability Com-
pany, with its registered address 
at 84707 Airport Road, Neligh, Ne-
braska 68756, was dissolved on 
March 20, 2025. The terms of the 
dissolution provide for the payment 
of liabilities of the Limited Liability 
Company and the distribution of 
any remaining assets to the mem-
bers. Daryl Booth, the President of 
the Limited Liability Company, is to 
manage the corporate affairs, wind 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
BOOTH HAY COMPANY, L.L.C.

up and liquidate its business, and 
distribute its assets. The Limited 
Liability Company has no assets 
and no liabilities.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

101 W. 4th Street
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: March 26, April 2 & 9, 
2025
ZNEZ

BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND 
THE CONSUMER

Helping Keep Our Water Safe!! 
Nebraska’s Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act requires water systems 
to implement an on-going cross 
connection control program. An 
important part of this program is 
public education. It is believed that 
a well-informed public will be more 
aware of the possibility of cross 
connections within their property 
and will take reasonable and sen-
sible precautions to avoid creating 
cross connections on their prop-
erty. This brochure is intended to 
explain what a cross connection is, 
what causes it, what some of the 
consequences can be, and how it 
can be prevented.

What is cross connection?
A cross connection occurs 

whenever there is an actual or 
potential physical connection be-
tween the public drinking water 
system and any possible source of 
contamination.

Sources of contamination can 

include both high hazard mate-
rials, which can cause illness or 
death, and low or non-hazardous 
materials which are mainly just a 
nuisance and can cause the water 
to look, taste or smell unpleasant. 
Although the high hazards are the 
primary concern in a cross con-
nection control program, your wa-
ter utility strives to provide both 
safe and good quality water to its 
customers. Whenever there is a 
loss of pressure in the public wa-
ter supply, these cross connections 
can allow unsafe substances to en-
ter the public water supply.

What causes cross connec-
tions?

Cross connections can be 
caused by both permanent and 
temporary “piping”. An example of 
a cross connection being perma-
nently piped in is the drain on a wa-
ter softener. Many times these dis-
charge lines are connected directly 
to the sewer line without any type 
of protection. Hot tub and whirl-
pool fill pipes and swimming pool 

and broiler make-up lines are oth-
er examples of permanently piped 
cross connections.

The most common example of 
a temporary piped cross connec-
tion is the common garden hose. It 
is estimated that 90% of all cross 
connections are caused by the in-
appropriate use of garden hoses. 
Garden hoses are frequently used 
to apply fertilizer and pesticides to 
lawns and gardens. They are also 
used to fill swimming pools, wash 
cars, and in rural areas, they are 
often used to fill stock tanks for 
watering cattle, horses, and other 
livestock.

Other temporary piping cross 
connections occur when hoses are 
used to fill waterbeds or are con-
nected to utility sinks to fill wash 
tubs or mop buckets.

What are the consequences of 
cross connections?

The consequences of cross con-
nections can range from some-
thing as simple as “dirty water” 
to something as severe as seri-

BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND THE CONSUMER
ous illness or even death. There 
are many recorded instances of 
non-hazardous contamination of 
public water supplies caused by 
cross connections. In one case, a 
line used for cleaning a distilling 
vat in a wine bottling company was 
left open, and an entire vat of wine 
flowed back into the public water 
system. Although this was not a 
health hazard, and most of the cus-
tomers liked the water they drank, 
this cross connection could have 
had far deadlier results if it had 
been something other than wine in 
the vat.

There are many instances re-
corded where people have been 
made seriously ill or even died due 
to cross connections. There have 
been cases where dysentery diar-
rhea, hepatitis and even polio have 
been contracted as a direct result 
of a cross connection.

How can cross connections be 
prevented?

The best way to prevent cross 
connections is for each customer 
to examine the plumbing on their 
premises and look for any per-
manent or temporary piped cross 
connections. Any time there is the 
possibility of a cross connection 
between the water supply and any 
hazardous or unknown substance, 
there should be an air gap between 
the faucet and the questionable 
use.

In cases where this is not possi-
ble, as with a garden hose, a prop-
er backflow prevention device or 
assembly should be installed on 
the supply faucet. This will protect 
both the public water supply and 
the inhabitants of the building from 
contamination.

In situations where extremely 
high hazards exist in a building or 
location, it is sometimes neces-
sary to contain that entire system 
from the public water supply with 
a backflow preventer to protect the 
public water supply from the sub-
stances being used on that site.

What you can do to prevent 
cross connections and keep your 
drinking water safe?

1. Check your faucets to be sure 
that all faucet endpoints are above 
the flood level of the sink, tub, ba-
sin, or other apparatus they supply.

2. Protect faucet extensions by 
installing proper backflow preven-
tion devices (i.e. hose bib vacuum 
breakers) on all faucets capable of 
having a hose or other extension 
attached.

3. Check drain lines (refrigerator 
drink dispensers, water softeners, 
heat exchangers, etc.) to be sure 
there is an adequate air gap be-
tween the drain line and the floor 
drain or sewer line into which they 
discharge.

4. Never use unprotected fau-
cets to fill non-drinking water con-
tainers (i.e. water beds, wading 
pools, stock tanks, hot tubs, etc.)

Following these guide lines and 
using common sense will help to 
eliminate the possibility of you 
contaminating your drinking water, 
your neighbor’s drinking water and 
your community’s drinking water. 
This not only affects the residents 
of your community, but their vis-
itors and those people who are 
passing through.
PUBLISH: April 2, 2025
ZNEZ

CITY OF ELGIN ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT

PUBLISH: April 2, 2025
ZNEZ
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Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) is thrilled to announce 
an exciting new service for our 
community—dermatology care 
is now available close to home!

Beginning this month, Dr. 
Dillon Clarey, a board-certified 
dermatologist, will see patients 
at BCHC on the fourth Friday 
of each month. This expansion 
means patients 
no longer have 
to travel far for 
specialized skin 
care, making 
high-quality 
dermatology 
services more 
accessible than 
ever.

Dr. Clarey 
specializes in 
diagnosing 
and treating 
complex dermatological condi-
tions, including skin cancers 
that require surgical removal, 
biopsies for suspicious lesions, 
and advanced treatments for 
conditions such as severe pso-
riasis and autoimmune-related 
skin disorders. 

He is skilled in performing 
excisions, cryotherapy, and 
other in-office procedures to 
address serious skin concerns. 

With Dr. Clarey’s expertise, 
patients at BCHC now have 
access to specialized dermato-
logic care without the need for 
long-distance travel.

A Columbus native, Dr. Clar-
ey earned his Doctor of Medi-
cine degree from the University 
of Nebraska Medical Center in 
Omaha. He completed extensive 
training, including a dermatolo-
gy research fellowship and resi-

Dr. Dillon
Clarey

BCHC brings dermatologist to Albion
dency, before returning to serve 
communities in Nebraska. 

He currently practices at 
Columbus Dermatology Clinic 
and is eager to extend his ser-

vices to Boone County and the 
surrounding areas.

To schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Clarey call 402-395-
3180.

Monday, April 7: Hot ham-
burger sandwich, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, green beans, 
tropical fruit, bread/butter, 
milk.
Tuesday, April 8: Chili cheese 
dog, French fries, winter blend 
veggies, apricots, bread/butter, 
milk.
Wednesday, April 9: Runza 
casserole, French fries, baked 

beans, carrots, strawberry/ba-
nana mix, milk.
Thursday, April 10: Chick-
en strips, mashed potatoes & 
gravy, broccoli, pears, bread/
butter, milk.
Friday, April 11: Salmon pat-
ties, macaroni & cheese, peas, 
mixed fruit, bread/butter, milk.
(All meals served with bread & 
butter.

Elgin Community Center Menus

Multiple pretrial hearings 
were held March 26 in Antelope 
County District Court.

Jasmine M. Maughan, 21, 
of Neligh, appeared on four 
counts, including DUI-cause 
serious bodily injury, a Class 
IIIA felony; procure/sell alco-
hol to minor/incompetent, a 
Class I misdemeanor; criminal 
mischief-$0 to $500, a Class III 
misdemeanor and possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, an 
infraction.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith advised the Honor-
able James Kube that the de-
fendant tested positive for THC 
prior to appearing in court.

Maughan’s court-appointed 
attorney, Patrick Carney, said 
Maughan has had issues with 
urine samples provided in 
Platte County, where she is cur-
rently on probation and that the 
probation office sent samples to 
a lab for analysis. According to 
Carney, samples taken on Feb. 
26, Feb. 28, March 5 and March 
14 all tested positive for THC, 
but levels were decreasing, indi-
cating that it was residual.

Carney noted a trial in the 
case was scheduled for April 
and she would have requested 
a continuance for the pretrial 
conference and jury trial. Due 
to circumstances, Maughan 
was unable to waive her rights 
to a speedy trial. Kube said he 
would allow Carney to submit 
a written waiver of his client’s 
speedy trial rights after she was 
remanded for 24 hours.

Kube revoked Maughan’s 
bond and remanded her to 
the Antelope County Sheriff 
Robert Moore. Once released, 
Maughan’s bond was reinstated 
in the amount of $10,000-10%, 
with conditions previously 
ordered.

She was remanded to the 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

On March 27, Carney sub-
mitted a waiver of Maughan’s 
speedy trial rights. She will 
appear April 30 for a pretrial 
conference. Jury trial is slated 
for June 16.

*****
A plea agreement was 

reached in a case against An-
drew R. Paulsen, 37, of Tilden.

Carney said his client agreed 
to plead guilty to count one, 
charge of possession of a con-
trolled substance-methamphet-
amine, a Class IV felony and 
Smith agreed to dismiss count 
two, possession of a controlled 
substance, a Class IV felony. 
No agreement had been made 
regarding sentencing.

Paulsen pleaded guilty to the 
charge and Kube found him 
guilty. A presentence investiga-
tion was ordered. Paulsen will 
appear for sentencing, May 28. 
Bond, in the amount of $20,000-
10%, was continued.

*****
Shayla N. Prochaska, 33, of 

Brunswick, appeared with her 
attorney, Nathan Stratton, and 
noted a plea agreement was 

Judge Kube presides over pretrial hearings in AC District Court
reached on two counts.

Prochaska agreed to plead 
guilty or no contest to amended 
information and Smith would 
request intensive probation at 
sentencing. Prochaska pleaded 
guilty to one count of possession 
of a controlled substance-meth-
amphetamine, a Class IV felony; 
and count two, second-degree 
trespassing, a Class III misde-
meanor.

Kube requested a presentence 
investigation be completed and 

set sentencing for May 28. Bond 
was continued in the amount of 
$20,000-10%, with conditions as 
previously ordered.

*****
Marie A. Sands, 42, of Pe-

tersburg, appeared for a pre-
trial hearing on one count of 
unauthorized use of a financial 
transaction device/under $500, 
a Class II misdemeanor.

Defense counsel, Frederick 
Bartell, told Kube amended 
information had been filed in 

regards to a plea agreement, 
but he needed additional time 
to complete a restitution agree-
ment. Bartell moved for a con-
tinuance. Smith did not object.

Kube continued the pretrial 
conference to April 30 and set a 
jury trial for June 16. Bond, in 
the amount of $10,000-personal 
recognizance, was continued.

*****
Thomas A. Warnke, 21, of 

Beatrice, appeared on one count 
of sexual assault-1st degree, a 

Class II felony; and one count 
of attempt of a Class II felony, a 
Class IIA felony.

Dustin A. Garrison, defense 
counsel, requested a continu-
ance since he had not had an 

opportunity to review discovery 
with his client. 

Kube granted the request. 
Warnke will appear for a pretri-
al conference on April 30.

Courtesy of SAM

Two individuals appeared for 
arraignment before the Honor-
able James Kube, March 26, in 
Antelope County District Court.

Hunter E. Ashburn Taylor, 
30, of Tilden, pleaded not guilty 
to one count of use of a deadly 
weapon to commit a felony - 
firearm, a Class IC felony and 
one count of terroristic threats, 
a Class IIIA felony.

Kube set a pretrial confer-
ence for April 30 and scheduled 
a jury trial for June 16.

According to the arrest affi-
davit, Ashburn Taylor is alleged 
to have held a gun to the neck 
of 24-year-old Gage Schultz on 
Dec. 9, 2024, while Schultz was 
engaged in a verbal argument 
with Samantha Dusenberry.

“The altercation lasted 
around 10 seconds while Schultz 
fought to get away from the 
weapon before he drove away 
and reported the incident,” the 
report reads.

Schultz reported the inci-
dent to Tilden Chief of Police 
Bob Peterson. Ashburn Taylor 
alleges he wanted to “intimidate 
Schultz” into not arguing on his 
property. Bond in the amount of 
$50,000-10% is continued.

*****
Suni R. Moone, also known 

as Jeshua Divis, of Pierce, ap-
peared for arraignment in three 
cases. Moone appeared on one 
charge of burglary, a Class 2A 
felony; and two counts of theft 
by unlawful taking $5,000+, 
Class IIA felonies. 

In all three cases, Moone 
requested a court-appointed at-
torney. Kube appointed Patrick 
Carney to serve as counsel.

Moone pleaded not guilty to 
all charges. Carney told Kube 
the cases were a direct file to 
district court and Moone re-
quested preliminary hearings. 
The defendant withdrew his 
prior not guilty pleas.

Kube set preliminary hear-

ings for April 15 in Madison 
County District Court. Moone 
said he would waive venue but 
Kube ordered him to appear on 
the date set. 

Bond hearings were held. 
Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Smith advised that Moone has 
multiple cases in which he is 
being held on bond. Both Smith 
and Carney did not feel bond 
needed to be set in the cases.

Kube ordered bond, in the 
amount of $25,000-10%, in each 
cases. Moone was remanded 
to the custody of the Antelope 
County Sheriff and returned to 
the Pierce County Jail.

*****
In other cases:
• Blake M. Couch, 19, of 

Inman, appeared for a termina-
tion hearing from the Northeast 
Nebraska Adult Felony Drug 
Court Program. Couch was rep-
resented by Nathan Stratton, on 
behalf of Joel Carlson. Stratton 
told the court a motion for a 
hearing on termination and a 
motion to recuse the judge had 
been filed. Smith had no objec-
tions and the court sustained 
the defendant’s motions.

County court will be contact-
ed to appoint a judge to preside 
and, once an appointment is 
made, to schedule a hearing.

Couch requested a bond re-
duction, which was $50,000-10%. 
A new bond amount - $25,000-
10%, with conditions previously 
ordered, was established. Couch 
was remanded to the custody of 
the Antelope County Sheriff.

• A status hearing was held 
for Shayd S. Rokahr, 20, of 
Elgin, in regards to drug court 
termination.

Rokahr appeared with 
counsel, Patrick Carney. He 
voluntarily waived his right 
to have a hearing on his ter-
mination from the Drug Court 
Program. Kube advised Rokahr 
that he had a right to recuse the 

judge since Kube is the presid-
ing judge for the Drug Court 
Program. Rokahr waived his 
right to recuse and requested to 
proceed. Kube ordered a pre-
sentence investigation report 
from the probation office and 
ordered Rokahr to meet with 
the probation officer to prepare 
the report. Rokahr will appear 
for sentencing on May 28.

Bond was continued in the 
amount of $25,000-10%, with 
conditions previously ordered. 
Rokahr was remanded to the 
custody of the Antelope County 
Sheriff.

• Harley J. Snyder, 22, of Nor-
folk, appeared for a probation 
revocation hearing. Snyder was 
originally convicted of attempt-
ed burglary, a Class IIIA felony.

Snyder requested court-ap-
pointed counsel. Due to a po-
tential conflict, Kube appointed 
Brad Ewalt to represent Snyder. 
He will appear April 30 for fur-
ther arraignment for revocation 
of probation. A bond hearing 
was held. Smith requested a PR 
bond be set and Kube agreed, 
establishing a $20,000-PR bond, 
with conditions previously 
ordered. He also ordered Snyder 
to comply with terms and condi-
tions of the probation order.

• Kube issued a continuance 
for Arnulfo Adame-Salas, who 
is charged with three counts 
of deliver/dispense/distribute/
manufacture/possess a con-
trolled substance-Schedule 
1,2,3, Class IIA felonies.

Adame-Salas did not appear, 
but was represented by Carney, 
who told Kube he was working 
on a stipulation in the case and 
requested a continuance.

The evidentiary hearing was 
continued to April 30.

Courtesy of SAM

Arraignments held last week
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Nebraskans spend more 
than $5 billion per year buying 
food that is sourced from out 
of the state. A report released 
indicates this loss of economic 
potential is driving a growing 
interest in locally-produced 
food. This and other findings 
are highlighted in the “Nebras-
ka Farm & Food Economy” 
report, released by the Center 
for Rural Affairs and Heartland 
Regional Food Business Center. 
The study is authored by Ken 
Meter, Crossroads Resource 
Center. The report provides a 
snapshot of the agricultural 
economy in Nebraska, including 
statistics about farm sizes, com-
modity production and sales, 
and how residents spend their 
money on food.

“These facts can provide a 
starting point for conversations 
about strengthening our local 
food systems,” said Kjersten 
Hyberger, local foods associate, 
with the Center. “Despite being 
the fourth largest farm state 
in the country, only a small 
amount of what farmers raise 
feeds Nebraskans.”

Key findings include:
• Net cash income for farmers 

Updated Nebraska Farm & 
Food Economy report is out

has a history of volatility, with 
annual farm income falling 
below zero 9 times since 1969, 
most recently in 2017.

• An average annual com-
bined total of farm subsidies 
equaled $1.1 billion between 
1989 to 2022.

• An average annual com-
bined total of Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
receipts equaled $201 million 
per year between 1989 to 2022.

• Subsidies received by farms 
mostly support production of 
crops that do not directly feed 
Nebraskans while food insecu-
rity is rising in the state.

• The number of farms and 
farmed land in Nebraska has 
steadily declined. Between 2017 
and 2022, Nebraska lost nearly 
2,000 farms and 1 million acres 
of farmland.

• Net cash income for farmers 
has a history of volatility, with 
annual farm income falling 
below zero 9 times since 1969, 
most recently in 2017.

• U.S. Department of Agri-
culture estimates that net farm 
incomes nationally have fallen 
37% since 2020.

• While the average age of 
farmers is steadily rising, 26% 
are new and beginning farmers. 

• Nebraska lost 1 million 
acres of farmland from 2017 to 
2022.

• Farmers sold at least $16.6 
million of food directly to 
households in 2022, an 84% rise 
from 2017 sales.

“Investment in developing 
and strengthening local food 
systems has multifaceted 
benefits, but has not received 
as much attention in the state 
compared to others,” Hyberger 
said. “If each Nebraska resident 
purchased $5 of food each week 
directly from farms within the 
state, this would generate $512 
million of new farm income.”

To view the “Nebraska 
Farm & Food Economy” re-
port, visit cfra.org/nebras-
ka-farm-food-economy-report.

Nebraska’s agricultural land 
values decreased by 2% in the 
past year, with an average value 
of $3,935 per acre, according 
to preliminary findings of the 
University of Nebraska–Lin-
coln’s 2024-25 Farm Real Estate 
Market Survey. This is the first 
decline in the non-inflation-ad-
justed market value of Nebras-
ka agricultural land in six 
years and follows a record high 
of $4,015 per acre in 2024.

The survey’s preliminary re-
port was published March 12 by 
the university’s Center for Agri-
cultural Profitability, based in 
the Department of Agricultural 
Economics. It provides current 
estimates of agricultural land 
values and cash rental rates, 
broken down regionally across 
a variety of land types and 
classes.

Industry professionals who 
responded to this year’s survey 
attributed the decline in land 
values to current crop prices, 
interest rate levels and farm 
input costs, said Jim Jansen, an 
Extension agricultural econo-
mist who leads the survey and 
report.

“High interest rates and 
lower crop prices have tight-
ened farm finances, leading to 
cautious land and equipment in-
vestments,” Jansen said. “With 
borrowing costs at multi-de-
cade highs, land markets have 
slowed as producers navigate 
these financial pressures.”

Net farm income in Nebraska 
decreased by about 17% in 2024, 
to $7.69 billion. Lower corn and 
soybean prices reduced crop 
receipts in the state by about 
$1.59 billion but were partial-
ly offset by higher cattle and 
calf prices. Jansen said those 
differences between crop and 
livestock profitability were 
reflected in the market value of 
the land classes that serve each 
industry.

The report found that the 
market value of center pivot 
irrigated cropland averaged 
4% lower across the state in the 
past year, while gravity irrigat-
ed land was down 5%. Dryland 
cropland with no irrigation 
potential decreased by 2% and 
dryland cropland with irriga-
tion potential dropped 3%. Av-
erage grazing land and hayland 
values increased by between 1% 
and 5% across Nebraska.

Average cash rental rates 
in Nebraska for the upcoming 
growing season have followed 
a similar trend, with dryland 
and irrigated cropland down 
between 1% and 7%. 

However, rental rates for 
pasture and cow-calf pairs 
increased by about 3% to 4% 
compared to the previous graz-
ing season. 

“Rental rates for cropland 
generally trended lower in 
the survey responses, as crop 
prices declined and input costs 
remained relatively high, pres-
suring margins,” Jansen said. 
“In contrast, grazing land and 
pasture rental rates saw in-
creases, reflecting the strength 
in the cattle market and ad-
justments in national livestock 
inventories.”

According to the report, net 
farm income in Nebraska is 
forecast to decline again in 2025 
due to ongoing crop prices and 
input expenses. Lenders have 
also noted that the tightening 
of financials for many farm 
and ranch operations in the 

region means lower income and 
liquidity positions for those 
businesses. 

Despite those pressures, 
Jansen said Nebraska’s agri-
cultural real estate remains 
a key asset for producers and 
understanding market trends 
and management choices will 
be critical.

“In volatile markets, stay-
ing informed about land and 
commodity trends is essential 
in making informed decisions,” 
he said. “Lease adjustments for 
crop price fluctuations, produc-
tion costs and water availability 
can help ensure fair agreements 
for both landlords and tenants 
navigating uncertainty.”

The Nebraska Farm Real 
Estate Report is available on 
the Center for Agricultural 
Profitability’s website, https://
cap.unl.edu/realestate. Two 
webinars covering new land 
values and cash rental rates, 
along with other topics relevant 
to agricultural landowners and 
tenants, will be March 25 and 
27. Registration is free on the 
webpage above.

The report is the product of 
an annual survey of land pro-
fessionals, including appraisers, 
farm and ranch managers, and 
agricultural bankers. Results 
from the survey are divided 
by land class and agricultural 
statistic district. 

Land values and rental rates 
presented in the report are 

State’s ag land values decline
as farm finances tighten

averages of survey participants’ 
responses by district. Actual 
land values and rental rates 
may vary depending on the 
quality of the parcel and local 
market for an area. Preliminary 
land values and rental rates are 
subject to change as additional 
surveys are returned. The final 
version of the report will be 
published in July.

Net farm income 
in Nebraska is 

forecast to decline 
again in 2025 due 
to ongoing crop 
prices and input 

expenses.


