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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 63 degrees recorded 
on March 28. 

The low was 23 degrees on 
March 27. Altogether, 2.15 
inches of  precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 22 47 36  1.15
March 23 45 35  0.87
March 24 47 27    
March 25 50 29    
March 26 53 36  0.13
March 27 53 23    
March 28 63 31    
Total for Last Week.......... 2.15
Total for March .............. .. 4.84
Total for 2021 ................... ..5.67

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice — Estate of  Donald 
Breaker, Jr.

Notice — Estate of  
Randolph B. Harris  

Notice — Estate of  Leon 
William Wagner

Notice of  Organization — 
R&T Ag, L.L.C.

Notice of  Incorporation — 
Wheeler County Farm Bureau

 Notice of  Incorporation — 
Arehart Farms, L.L.C.

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Meetings — 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice of  Meeting — 
Antelope County Board of  
Equalization

Notice to Bidders (6) — 
Antelope County
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In the midst of  the roaring 
20’s, Millie Dillmount (Trista 
Hemenway) moves from 
Salina, Kansas to the big city, 
where she is determined to 
become a modern woman, 
marry her wealthy boss 
(Carter Beckman) and make 
a life for herself.

Along with smooth talking 
Jimmy (Linus Borer) and her 
new roommate Miss Dorothy 
(Emma Mlnarik) she finds 
herself  in over her head as 
she takes on her corrupt 
landlady, Mrs. Meers (Ally 
Selting) and New York City 
romance.

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School will 
present their annual spring 
musical “Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie” on Friday and 
Saturday, April 16 and 17  in 
the St. Boniface Auditorium. 
Show time will be 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $10 for adults 
and $5 for students K-12 and 
may be purchased from any 
cast member or by calling 
the high school (843-5325).  
There are no reserved seats 
and tickets may also be pur-
chased at the door.

Dates announced
for upcoming
PJCC musical

See RONCALLI, Page Two
The regular meeting of  the 

Elgin City Council will be 
held Monday night, April 5.

Open to the public, the mee-
ting will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Emma Lea
Ruterbories

Linus
Borer

Isabella
Smidt

Carter
Beckman

Students from Elgin 
Public and Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic 
schools are among more 
than 1,970 students 
across the state named 
as recipients of  the 2021 
Winter NCPA Academic 
All-State Award.

Each year, the Ne-
braska School Activities 
Association and the 
Nebraska Chiropractic 
Physicians Association 
recognize students who have been nominated by 
their schools, based on their individual academ-
ic excellence, leadership and significant contri-
butions made to their NSAA activity.

This brings the total number of  NCPA Aca-
demic All-State Award winners to over 82,000 
spanning the 15 years of  this awards program.

From Elgin Public School, selected were:
Boys Basketball — Colton Wright and Jackson 

Wemhoff
Girls Basketball — Keyera Eisenhauer
Speech — William Heilhecker and Jackson 

Wemhoff

Nine earn NSAA Academic All-State honors
Wrestling — Isabella 

Smidt
Selected from Pope 

John were:
Girls Basketball — Al-

lyson Selting
Speech — Linus Borer 

and Emma Lea Ruter-
bories

Wrestling — Carter 
Beckman

The following leader-
ship and scholarship 
guidelines for the award 

apply:
• A nominated student must be a varsity 

player or organizational leader who has played 
a significant role on the team or in the organi-
zational activity during the seasons for which 
nominations are accepted.

• A nominated student must have a minimum 
cumulative Grade Point Average, in all curricu-
lar subjects, of  93 percent or 3.7 on a 4.0-point 
scale or the equivalent.

• NSAA high schools or their cooperative 
sponsorship may nominate a maximum of  two 
students per NSAA activity program.

Colton
Wright

Ally
Selting

William
Heilhecker

Jack
Wemhoff

Keyera
Eisenhauer

Elgin City Council
to be held on 
Monday, April 5

For their contributions to 
church and community, Mary 
Jane Boes and the late Gene 
Boes were presented the Ron-
calli Award at Sunday night’s 
35th annual Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School 
Development Dinner.

Announcing the award, Fr. 
Kevin Vogel said, “The Ron-
calli Award is named after 
Guiseppe Roncalli, which is 
the given name of  our be-
loved patron Saint Pope John 
XXIII.  This prestigious award 
is presented each year to an 
individual or family in appre-
ciation for their contribution 
to the long-term advancement 
of  Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School.

 “It is my great honor to 
present the Roncalli Award 
this year to Mary Jane and 
the late Gene Boes. Gene and 
Mary Jane are the parents of  
six children, Father Steve, Jeff, 
Dave, Brian, Lisa and Chris, 
all who graduated from Pope 
John. Two of  their grandchil-
dren have graduated from Pope 
John and one is currently a 
student. When approached 
about having a student stay 
with them during the winter 
months, they graciously in-
vited them into their home and 
family.

“Our community gained so 
much when Gene and Mary 
Jane and their family moved to 
Elgin many years ago, becom-
ing active participants in our 
schools, church and commu-
nity, serving on various boards 

and committees They have 
been staunch supporters of  
our school fundraising activi-
ties and have raised a family 
who continue the tradition of  
supporting Catholic education. 
In addition to being an avid 
Pope John supporter, Gene was 
one of  the early members of  
the Committee for the Con-
tinuation of  Pope John.  Mary 
Jane was one of  Gene’s stron-
gest advocates.  She has also 
graciously donated her time by 
helping with the annual CCPJ 
mailing.

“Gene and Mary Jane truly 
represent everything that the 
Roncalli Award represents, 
having consistently given 
their time, talent and treasure 
to help Pope John succeed in 
educating our young people in 
the name of  Christ.

It was a night of  recogni-
tion and celebration. Fr. John 
Norman recognized Principal 
Betty Getzfred for her many 
years of  service to the school. 
Getzfred is retiring at the end 
of  the school year, to be re-
placed by Lisa Schumacher.

He said Getzfred’s impact in 
education in our area is great. 
Coming to Elgin in 1976, she 
fell in love with a community 
and with a fellow named Jim.

“It is no stretching of  the 
truth to say that Betty has 
influenced generations of  stu-
dents in our area,” Fr. Norman 
said. “She is currently teach-
ing her third generation of  
students … We cannot express 
how grateful we are for the 
generosity of  heart and life has 

Mary Jane Boes holds the plaque recognizing her and the late Gene Boes as recipients of this year’s 
Roncalli Award presented Sunday night. Pictured in the front row (l-r) are: Father Kevin Vogel, Fr. John 
Norman, Mary Jane, Lisa Schumacher, Kevin Schumacher, and Taylor and Jack Borer. Back row: Dave 
Boes, Father Steve Boes, Chris Boes and Jeff Boes. Not pictured: Brian Boes, Kyle and Kaitey Schum-
acher E-R photo/LMorgan.

Boes presented 2021 Roncalli Award

The 2021 Elgin Community 
Club-sponsored Vetch Days 
Celebration will be June 11-13. 

Several new developments 
concerning the event were 
announced last week. Kids 
games and a pool party are 
tentatively scheduled for 
Friday, June 11. That night, the 
Bullarama, sponsored by the 
Elgin KOED Group (EKG) will 
be held. The tractor pull is on 
the schedule for Saturday. 

On Sunday, the community 
BBQ will be held at noon at 
Elgin City Park. The Vetch 
Days Parade, expected to take 
place along Highway 14, per 

‘Vetch’ events updated
approval from the Nebraska 
Department of  Roads, will be 
held at 2 p.m. The celebration 
will feature a western theme 
this year. 

Other events coming up soon 
are:

Community Garage Sales 
— This popular event is 
tentatively scheduled to be 
held on Friday and Saturday, 
June 25-26. A map of  garage 
sale locations will be published 
prior to the event.

Clean-up Day — Sponsored 
by the City of  Elgin, Commun-
ity Clean-Up Day will be held 
on Thursday, April 29.

More than 100 youngsters participated Saturday morning in the 
Elgin Community Club’s Easter Egg Hunt held at the park. For 
more photos, turn to Page 14. E-R photo/DMorgan

Easter egg dash

Have a 

Blessed Easter!
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Local counties are 
working with the Nebraska 
Forest Service to create 
a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP) 
to enhance collaboration 
and communication among 
the various agencies and 
organizations that manage 
fire in western middle 
northeast Nebraska, and to 
help them effectively prepare 
for and respond to wildfire. 
People who work with 
land management, fire, or 
community preparedness, and 
other interested individuals 
are invited to provide input.

The CWPP area includes 
Antelope, Boone, Colfax, 
Madison, Pierce, Platte, 
Stanton, and Wayne Counties. 
Landowners in counties that 
adopt the plan will be eligible 
to apply for federal and state 
cost-share funds for vegetative 
fuels reduction and other 
hazard mitigation efforts 
in at-risk areas within the 
CWPP boundary. The plan 
may also provide increased 
opportunities for counties, 
municipalities, and rural fire 
districts to seek grant funding 
for other activities related to 
fire protection. 

The plan, part of  a statewide 
network of  Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans, 
provides information useful 
to local emergency responders 
and those from outside the area 
who provide mutual aid. The 
CWPP consolidates and relays 
critical information needed 
for responders in unfamiliar 
terrain. Each county can 
include details vital to 
protecting its first responders, 
residents, and property. 

A CWPP is a tool for fire 
departments, agencies, 
emergency managers, public 
officials, and land managers 
to use when addressing 
wildfire concerns. It contains 
a fire mitigation plan for each 
county that includes:

• Community profile (area 
description, roads, land use, 
location of  at-risk areas

• Wildfire risk assessment 
(fire history, fire hazard, 
protection capabilities, 
infrastructure)

• Structure analysis (fire risk 
rating and ignitability)

• Hazardous fuels reduction 
recommendations

• Emergency operations 
(responsibilities, capabilities, 
partners, mutual aid 
agreements)

• Recommendations for 
improving community 
preparedness

• Contact information and 
equipment lists for rural fire 
departments

Feedback from local 
residents may include topics 
such as identification of  
ingress/egress routes and safe 
zones for citizens, structures 
and critical infrastructure 

Local input 
needed for
wildfire
protection

See PLAN, Page 12

been shared with us in service 
to youth. Thank you Betty for 
your vocation 
as a Catholic 
educator.”

Taking the 
microphone, 
she said, “It’s 
truly been a 
mission, and 
I really appre-
ciate all the 
support I’ve 
had over the 
years. It’s been 
a blessing. This 
community is 
a wonderful community to be 
part of.”

Mrs Getzfred encouraged 
grandparents and parents to 
encourage their children to 
pursue a career in education. 
“Teachers are in great demand 

right now … It’s a wonderful 
profession. You interact not 
only with the parents, but 
with the kids on a daily basis 
and you look at how you touch 
those kids every day, by your 
actions and by your words, 
how much you reach out to 
them.”

After recognizing the school 
faculty,  and support staff, 
Mrs. Getzfred singled out staff  
members for length of  service 
milestones reached over the 
past two years (the develop-
ment dinner was not held last 
year due to COVID. Among 
them were:

Five years — Fr. Vogel
15 years — Julie Schiltmeyer 

and Mary Bartak
20 years — Connie Henn and 

Sandi Henn
45 years — Brenda Kuhlman

From Page One
Roncalli

Betty
Getzfred 
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Sixty Years Ago
March 23, 1961

Miss Margaret Pape, 
daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. Greg 
Pape, became Elgin’s candidate 
to the 1961 Girls State. She 
will be a representative for 
the American Legion Post 
229 Auxiliary, the sponsoring 
organization.

Miss Pape is a junior at St. 
Boniface High School and 
is active in school dramatic 
functions; tied for first in the 
school’s American Legion 
Oratorical contest; vice 
president of  her class and is 
a member of  the pep club and 
choir.

Mrs. R.C. Huffman returned 
Wednesday afternoon after 
a two-month visit with 
Ambassador and Mrs. Val 
Peterson in Denmark.  She 
accompanied the Peterson’s 
to the states,  where the later 
will be making their home 
in Hastings. Mrs. Huffman 
reported an interesting  and 
eventful trip. 
Fifty Years Ago
March 25, 1971 

Debbie Schrage, daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Schrage, 
a junior  of  Pope John XXIII 
Central High School has been 
selected by the American 
Legion Post 229 Auxiliary 
as their representative to 
attend Girls State to be held 
on the University of  Nebraska 
campus in June.  Debbie is 
publicity editor of  the school 
newspaper. She takes part 
in dramatics, pep club, band 
chorus, is on the National 
Honor Society  and Student 
Council.

Mike Schmitt of  Elgin 
Pope John High School was 
named to the Mid-State All-
Conference Basketball Team 
at a conference meeting. Bob 
Vanourney of  Pope John was 
given Honorable Mention.

By Jessie Reestman

Just as the NCAA March 
Madness Tournament has left 
fans and tournament bracket 
participants shocked in disbe-
lief  by the outcome of  a game 
or two, recently, 
the Nebraska 
State Speech 
Tournament had 
the same effect 
on many partici-
pants and fans.  
Had there been a 
similar bracket 
for the State 
Speech Tourney, 
I would have felt 
secure selecting 
a few of  our local competitors 
as my picks to advance in the 
tournament. Based mainly on 
their consistent record of  suc-
cess throughout the season, En-
tertainment speaker William 
Heilhecker,  a Niobrara Valley 
Conference runner-up and 
district champion; and NVC 
Serious Prose champion and 
district champion Skylar Reest-
man would have been a couple 
of  my sure picks.  Another 
group filling my tournament 
bracket was the PJ Varsity OID 
team. 

However, having been a 
speech co-coach at Elgin High 
alongside Stacy Shumake-Henn 
for 13 years now, I understood 
from multiple experiences that, 
much like the NCAA tourna-
ment, the State Speech tourna-
ment provides no guaranteed 

winners. 
  Unlike a basketball game 

where you have four quarters 
to score, and a clear winner 
can be determined at the end, 

state speech 
participants 
are given two 
rounds to com-
pete in front 
of  one judge in 
each round, and 
many variables 
will determine 
the winner.   
Unfortunately, 
if  the judge 
does not rank 

or score the contestant high 
enough in either round, the 
likelihood they will advance to 
the finals is slim.  

That was the case for these 
talented and proven individu-
als, but as we all know, heart-
breaks are part of  all competi-
tion, and heartbreaks are a 
part of  life. As the old saying 
goes, “what doesn’t kill us 
makes us stronger.”  

  Realizing that at that mo-
ment, it is tough for disap-
pointed competitors and their 
families to remember all the 
success of  the season and that 
the simple reality is that the 
judge liked something else 
better on that day.  I always 
tell kids to think about when 

Heartbreaks, like life, are a part of state speech competitions every March
they sit down with friends to 
select a movie to watch; some 
of  their friends will suggest 
one movie to watch because 
they believe it is the best, and 
some of  their other friends will 
suggest another because they 
think it is the best. Judges do 
the same thing, and with all 
performances being strong at 
the state level, it really comes 
down to personal preference.  

One big positive for the day 
was that our area was well 
represented in finals and took 
home many coveted medals. 
For example, in the Oral In-
terpretation of  Drama com-
petition, 5 out of  the 6 team 
medalists were from our area. 

In Serious Prose, contestant 
Skylar Reestman had previous-
ly defeated all but one of  the 
finalists standing on the State 
Tourney stage, as they were all 
competitors from our confer-
ence or district.  That was also 
the case for Entertainment 
Speaker William Heilhecker.  

 Both Pope John and Elgin 
High Speech teams have much 
to be proud of. They both had 
very successful seasons.   Pope 
John qualified eleven kids to 
compete in the state tourna-
ment, and five came home with 
medals around their neck. 
Elgin High brought five kids to 

compete in three events at the 
state tourney and came home 
with seven medals. However, 
all the state speech partici-
pants were able to take home 
a great experience and many 
lasting memories.   

Looking Back
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Have an opinion? 
Express it in a ‘Letter 

to the Editor’

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

In four decades of  covering government and 
politics in this state, I never thought I’d see the 
major cultural shift we are facing right now. At 
least not in my lifetime.

Casino gaming and legalized marijuana mea-
sures are before Nebraska lawmakers right now. 

The casino matter came 
from the will of  the vot-
ers. Medical marijuana 
has been discussed be-
fore and almost came to 
a public vote in Novem-
ber thanks to a massive 
petition drive. But the 
state Supreme Court 
said the petition covered 
too many topics and 
kept it from the ballot. 
If  it passes legislative 
muster, a recreational 
marijuana measure 
could face voters in No-
vember 2022.

I’m neither a prude 
nor naive. I have 
watched lawmakers 
and local governments 
debate these issues since 
the 1970s. Yet the suc-

cess of  the petition drives placing them on the 
ballot and the results of  the vote on gambling 
were something I had not seen coming. Given 
the demographic shift in Cornhusker values, 
the odds of  these issues passing were probably 
improving unbeknownst to me. 

I remember a time when the blessings of  the 
governor and the University of  Nebraska -Lin-
coln football coach were essential to make big 
things happen. Don’t forget that it was the seal 
of  approval from the beloved former Chancellor 
of  the University of  Nebraska, Woody Varner 
that got state senators their last pay raise. And 
that was some time ago. 

So, the value of  influence and respect has 
changed and lawmakers now have the respon-
sibility to adopt rules and regulations govern-
ing the already approved casino gambling. The 
same will be true if  the marijuana issues come 
to pass.

Nebraska joins 23 states and two U.S. terri-
tories that have commercial casinos founded 
and run by private companies on non-Native 
American land. Neighboring states Colorado, 
Iowa, Missouri, South Dakota and Wyoming are 
in that group. In addition, 30 states (including 
Nebraska) and neighbors Colorado, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Missouri, South Dakota and Wyoming have 
Native American gaming.

One of  the controversial sections of  Sen. 
Tom Briese’s regulation bill (LB561) deals with 
regulating sports betting and allowing people 
to play keno using an electronic app. Briese, of  

Albion, said he would have opposed the bill in 
other years, but he introduced the measure now 
to ensure that the will of  Nebraska voters gets 
carried out properly.

The bill fleshes out a trio of  voter-approved 
ballot measures that include a constitutional 
amendment allowing casino gambling at li-
censed horse racetracks and laws regulating 
the casinos and earmarking most of  the tax 
revenue for property tax relief. He was joined in 
his support during initial floor debate by Sen. 
Justin Wayne of  Omaha who said sports betting 
was approved under language authorizing all 
“games of  chance” at the racetrack casinos and 
the bill is needed to set limits on such betting.

“This isn’t about whether you like sports 
betting. This isn’t even about whether you like 
gambling or not,” Wayne said. “The issue is 
whether you want regulations around it or not.”

Wayne is also the sponsor of  a proposed 
constitutional amendment (LR2CA), which, if  
approved by the voters in 2022, would legalize 
the recreational use of  cannabis in Nebraska 
for persons over the age of  21. He noted that vot-
ers in South Dakota just approved recreational 

marijuana and it’s only a matter of  time before 
it happens here.

Let me pause and reflect on something my 
mother used to ask, “If  all of  your friends 
jumped off  a cliff, would you join them?”

Since 2012, 15 states and Washington, DC, 
have legalized marijuana for adults over the age 
of  21. And 36 states have legalized medical mari-
juana — meaning that a majority of  Americans 
now have some form of  access to marijuana, 
whether medically or recreationally.

Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart’s bill (LB474) 
adopts the medical cannabis act and provides 
all regulatory framework to establish access to 
cannabis for medical purposes. It arose from the 
blocked petition drive.

If  the cultural shift is headed in that direc-
tion, then let’s regulate it as tightly as we can. 

Just don’t be looking for me to be standing at 
the edge of  the cliff.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Pending issues portend majore cultural shift

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

At the forefront of  many Americans’ 
minds right now, including mine, is the 
situation at our southern border. 

The surge of  illegal immigrants at-
tempting to enter our country at the 
Unites States-Mexico border is a serious 
problem with sweeping implications for 
national security, drug smuggling, and 
public safety, before even considering 
the health and safety of  the skyrocketing 
numbers of  unaccompanied children. 
Our country is a beacon of  freedom and 
opportunity, but our legal process must be 
upheld and abided by to ensure the contin-
ued existence of  such opportunity. 

The growing number of  people entering 
the United States illegally stems from a 
growing disregard at home for our im-

migration laws and 
standards. 

The previous 
administration made 
border security a 
focal point, directing 
additional personnel 
and resources to the 
border region and 
beginning construc-
tion of  a wall along 
our southern border. 
President Biden has 
halted these efforts 
and has allowed hu-
man traffickers and 
smugglers to run 
wild with claims that 
the border is open to 
any and all. 

To fix the crisis at 
our southern border, 

we should work across the aisle to find so-
lutions to the root problems and the gaps 
in our immigration system, not ignoring 
or encouraging further weakening of  our 
border security.

With the border between the United 
States and Mexico stretching more than 
1,900 miles, it is crucial action is taken to 
secure our borders. 

That is why this week I cosponsored 
the Stopping Border Surges Act of  2021. 
It would protect family units by allowing 
parents and children to remain together 
and prohibiting the release of  a child to 
any individual other than a parent or legal 
guardian. 

These safeguards, combined with better 
coordination and transparency between 
the Departments of  Homeland Security 
and Health and Human Services creates 
further accountability for children and 
families during immigration proceedings. 
The bill also would address serious, fre-
quently exploited flaws with the asylum 
process. 

By establishing uniform standards and 
increasing penalties if  false information 
is provided, it aims to restore integrity to 
the process and ensure those fleeing from 
persecution or torture can access shelter 
in the United States as our laws intend.

I also supported the Border Crisis 
Prevention Act to provide commonsense 
modifications to current handlings of  il-
legal immigrants at the southern border. 

This bill allows DHS to provide a third 
country as a safe option for asylum seek-
ers, permits increased funding for ICE in 
order for them to enforce existing laws 
and procedures, while also taking action 
to reduce the asylum backlog by increas-
ing the number of  federal immigration 
judges. 

Another important aspect of  this bill is 
its explicit authorization to detain illegal 
immigrants who have proven dangerous 
or violent. 

The continued surges in illegal immi-
gration at our southern border is an issue 
far from being resolved. 

These two pieces of  legislation are just a 
start in the much-needed reform to en-
hance our national security and sustain 
the integrity of  our laws; they include a 
variety of  commonsense proposals all of  
which would provide immediate benefits 
to help address the ongoing border crisis. 

As a nation of  immigrants, the United 
States has served as the worldwide des-
tination for those seeking the American 
dream. 

To maintain this legacy, we must contin-
ue to uphold these ideals of  our country 
while acting within the law. 

Both sides of  the aisle will have to come 
together in Congress to reach a solution 
and establish a better system going for-
ward.

A crisis at
our southern

border

The Nebraska Legislature is halfway through 
its 2021 session.  Senators are working on pass-
ing a budget that controls spending and deliv-
ers on Nebraskans’ top priority—property tax 
relief.  

The Unicameral is also working to achieve 
other important objectives like providing veter-
ans tax relief, replacing the crumbling Nebras-
ka State Penitentiary, and expanding our state’s 
broadband infrastructure.

At this halfway point in the legislative ses-
sion, Senators are sorting the worthwhile bills 
from the unnecessary ones.  It’s just as impor-
tant for them to stop bad legislation as to enact 
good laws.  

There are a number of  proposals that are 
pending about which I have concerns.  In this 
column, I’ll share some information about 
three of  the proposals that I am opposing in 
this session.

LB 147 (Bailouts for Omaha Public School 
Pensions). This legislation would entangle the 
State of  Nebraska in the administration of  the 
Omaha Public Schools (OPS) pension fund.  

The OPS pension fund is a mess.  
It faces an $848 million shortfall due to the 

mismanagement of  the trustees appointed by 
the school district to oversee the Omaha School 
Employees Retirement System (OSERS). 

The State of  Nebraska has stepped in to set 
the investment strategy for the OPS pension 
system.  

This is wise so that the system doesn’t make 
bad investment decisions again.  LB 147, how-
ever, would take the next step of  making the 
state government responsible for managing the 
day-to-day affairs of  the OPS pension, includ-
ing disbursing pension funds.  

This would put the State on a slippery slope 

toward taking on the huge financial liability 
resulting from the pension fund’s poor invest-
ments.  

Nebraskans value local control of  basic gov-
ernment services.  

Our communities take pride in managing 
their own affairs.  This control comes with re-
sponsibility.  When local political subdivisions 
make bad decisions, it’s their duty to assume 
responsibility for the consequences and work 
to set things right.  

In the case of  the OPS pension fund, bad 
investment decisions led to huge losses.  The 
Omaha World-Herald reports that over 20% 
of  the funds “remain locked into those poor 
investments by contract.” 

A State takeover of  administering the day-to-
day affairs of  the fund is a step towards expos-
ing state taxpayers to liability for bad decisions 
made by the OSERS trustees.  

Senators should oppose passing a law that 
could eventually lead the State to inherit the 
financial problem.  After OPS finishes shoring 
up their pension fund, we can revisit whether 
the State should play a role in managing it for 
them.

LB 298 (Benefits for Illegal Immigrants).  
This bill would grant unemployment benefits 
to certain categories of  illegal immigrants liv-
ing in Nebraska.  

This would weaken existing state law that 
forbids spending taxpayer money to give unem-
ployment benefits to people illegally residing 
in our state.  

The current crisis at our nation’s border 
with Mexico shows the consequences of  
watering down immigration laws.  Nebraska 
shouldn’t follow suit. 

Nebraska was built by pioneers in search of  
opportunities.  

We have welcoming communities, and we’re 
creating great jobs for families looking to make 
a new start.  

Our respect for law and order is one of  the 
things that makes the Good Life the best place 
in the world to live, work, and raise a family.  I 
oppose any attempt by the Nebraska Legisla-
ture to sidestep our nation’s immigration laws.  

LB 561 (Expanded Gambling).  This proposal 
is being presented as a bill that would imple-
ment voters’ 2020 decision to legalize casino 
gambling in Nebraska.  However, it’s actually 
an attempt to expand gambling beyond the 
scope approved by voters last fall.  Among oth-
er things, LB 561 would 
authorize electronic keno 
in addition to what voters 
approved just last year.  

This portion of  the bill 
was not introduced trans-
parently.  It was added as 
an amendment through 
a committee executive 
session without being 
previously discussed in a 
legislative hearing.  

Just a few years ago, 
in 2017, Senators fully 
debated a bill to autho-
rize electronic keno and 
rejected it by a solid 
majority.

Nebraskans voted to 
allow for casino-style 
gambling at racetracks in 
Nebraska.  

The focus right now 
should be on implementing this ballot petition.  

The people of  Nebraska did not vote to au-
thorize electronic keno.  I will oppose attempts 
to authorize forms of  gambling beyond what 
the voters approved.

As the Legislature moves forward, I encour-
age Nebraskans to be vigilant about the bills 
being debated.  

Consider contacting your State Senator to 
give them a “halftime” briefing on the issues 
that matter to you.  

Their contact information is available at 
www.NebraskaLegislature.gov.  

By voicing your opinion, you can help ensure 
the Legislature puts the priorities of  the people 
above special interests. 

 If  you have questions about my legislative 
priorities, email pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or 
call 402-471-2244.

Halftime at the Nebraska Unicameral
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Obituary

Shirley M. Genrich, 98, of  Al-
bion, NE died on Friday, March 
26, 2021 at the Good Samaritan 
Society, Albion, 
NE.

Funeral 
services will be 
2:00 p.m., Friday, 
April 2, 2021 at 
the Church of  
Christ, Albion, 
NE with Rick 
Eldred officiat-
ing. 

Interment 
will be at West Cedar Valley 
Cemetery, Elgin. Visitation will 
be 4:00-6:00 p.m. Thursday, at 
the church. 

Masks are requested to be 
worn at the visitation and 

Shirley M. Genrich, 98
An Elgin native, she was the church organist for 20 years at Elgin UMC.

funeral service.
Levander Funeral Home of  

Cedar Rapids, NE is in charge 
of  arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.levanderfuneralhome.
com.

*****
Shirley Mae (Johnson) 

Genrich, daughter of  Guy and 
Flossie I. (Trowbridge) John-
son was born July 12, 1922 at 
Elgin.  

She attended grade schools 
at Columbus, Lincoln, and 
Fremont.  She graduated from 
St. Edward High School in 
1940.  Shirley taught District 10 
grade school near St. Edward 
for two years.  She received 
her two year teaching degree 

from Wayne College at Wayne, 
NE.  Shirley then taught grade 
schools at Silver Creek, Bea-
trice, Neligh, and Elgin for six 
years.

Shirley was united in mar-
riage to Donald F. Genrich on 
June 22, 1947 in the Presbyte-
rian Church at St. Edward, NE.  
She was baptized in 1949 in 
the First Christian Church at 
Beatrice, NE.  

She was church organist in 
the Methodist Church at Elgin 
for 20 years.  Shirley then 
taught Sunday School classes 
in the Church of  Christ at 
Albion for 27 years.  

Shirley especially enjoyed 
her family, reading the Bible, 
writing letters, sewing, flower 

gardening, and playing the 
piano.

Shirley is survived by her 
husband Don of  Albion; two 
sons Rodney (Rosalyn) Gen-
rich of  Bismarck, ND; Thad 
Genrich of  Aurora, CO; five 
grandchildren: Amber (Eli) 
Mannon; Bethany (James) 
Loveday; Danae, Ashley, and 
Nathan Genrich; two great-
granddaughters: Lydia Man-
non and Kaylee Loveday; 
sister-in-law E. Darlene Gen-
rich of  Beatrice: along with 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; brother and his 
wife Zongar (Lorraine) John-
son; brother-in-law and wife 
Willis (Junelaine) Genrich.

Bartlett News
By Sherry Tetschner

Wheeler Central music students preschool through 9th grade, 
under the direction of  Mrs. Sherry Tetschner, held a Spring 
Concert Tuesday evening, March 23 at the new gym in Bartlett.  

The concert was held live with friends, family and even 

7th and 8th grade students performed the Cotton Eyed Joe line 
dance. They were (l-r): Braelynn Schlenger, Jayna Guggenmos, Haley 
Borwege, Elijah Heinz, Jayden Hewitt and Cooper. Photo submitted

The Star-Spangled Banner 
Singers, consisting of  5th and 
6th graders, were recognized 
at the Wheeler Central Spring 
Concert for the many times 
they sang our national anthem 
at home varsity football, 
volleyball and basketball 
games. Some of  these indi-
viduals sang only one time, 
others almost every game.  
Instructor Sherry Tetschner 
is very appreciative and proud 
of  these volunteers. (Left) 
Pictured are (back row, l-r): 
Haley Borwege, Braelynn 
Schlenger, Parker Freouf, 
Breyden Renner and Ashtyn 
Overlease. Middle row: Jayden 
Hewitt, Makayla McCain, 
Garett Renner, Hayes Pokorny 
and Jackson Wright. Front 
row: Trenton Genereux, Reese 
Smith, Paige Schlenger, Hadley 
Pokorny and Sierra Plugge. 
Photo submitted
 

See NEWS, Page Six
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Winners have been 
announced for the 2021 
Americanism Essay sponsored 
by American Legion Auxiliary 
Elgin Unit #229. The contest 
was open to students at Elgin 
Public and Pope John Central 
Catholic high schools.

Organizer Verona Henn said 
there were 62 participants 
from Elgin Public and Pope 
John XXIII schools. “All the 
entries were well done, which 
made it very difficult to select 
the winners,” she said.

The essay title for this year’s 
contest was “How can we 

address the health and well-
being of  our veterans, military, 
and their families?” The essay 
that placed first in each of  
the classes was forwarded to 
the Department of  Nebraska 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Americanism Chairman 
for state judging. If  selected 
as a winner there, it will be 
forwarded to the National 
Americanism judging.

Winners were:
Class III: 7th & 8th grade 

(instructors Kerri Drueke 
(EPS) and Peggy Payne (PJ)

1st — Eliza Borer PJ
2nd — Kaitey Schumacher PJ
3rd — Olivia Klein PJ
Honorable Mention: Sara 

Bode EPS and Darby Carstens; 
PJ: Kellan Hoefer PJ and 
Julianna McNally PJ

Class IV: 9th & 10th grade 
(instructors Stacy Shumake-
Henn (EPS) and Peggy 
Payne (PJ)

1st — Paiton Hoefer PJ
2nd — Sharon Bartak PJ
3rd — Corbin Kinney EPS

Honorable Mention: Carter 
Beckman PJ; Ethan Hinkle 
EPS, Myles Kittelson EPS and 
Dylon Lueking EPS

Class V: 11th & 12th grade 
(instructor Stacy Shumake-
Henn (EPS)

1st — Trinity Graham EPS
2nd — Kali Dworak EPS
3rd — Jordan Lindgren EPS
Honorable Mention: 

Theanna Dunn EPS and Colton 
Wright EPS

Here are the winning essays:
*****

“How can we address the health 
and well-being of  our veterans, 
military, and their families?”
There are many ways to 

serve those who served us! 
Many people who fought in 
the military for our freedom 
and to protect us now need 
protection for their families 
and themselves. This year 
has been especially tough for 
everybody, and for veterans, it 
could have been even tougher.

One way to address the 
health and well-being of  our 

Local winners announced for Americanism essay contest

Paiton
Hoefer

Trinity
Graham

Eliza
Borer

veterans and their families is 
to simply check up on them. 
If  you know someone who 
is a veteran, you could give 
them a call and see if  they’re 
doing okay. Maybe you have a 

neighbor who 
has served in 
the past. You 
could bring 
them a hot 
meal for supper 
and visit for a 
little while. If  
their family 
can’t visit them 
because of  
Covid, maybe 
you could go 
and sit outside 

with them to keep them 
company and get to know them 
better.

Another way to keep our 
veterans healthy is to do a 
fundraiser. The money made 
could go to an organization 
that helps the military, 
veterans, and their families. 
We could host an event, 
such as cooking and putting 
together carry-out meals, in 
order to make sure they have 
food to eat for the day or just to 
show them respect. This would 
give them a chance to socialize 
with other veterans who know 
what they have been through 
and to talk about their past 
experiences.

Many veterans suffer 
from Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). They 
may have frightening and 
distressing memories from 
the war they fought in, and 
they might try to hide their 
problems by using drugs and 
alcohol. If  they suffer from 
these things, we can try to get 
them the counseling they need.

One last action we can take 
is to offer to help the veterans 
meet their needs. Posters 
and brochures are a great 
way to spread awareness for 
these people and to let them 
know that we are here and 
ready to help them. Donating 
items such as clothes, coats, 
toothbrushes, and hygiene 
products can also be helpful. 

As I have shown, we can do 
a lot to support our veterans, 
present military, and their 
families. Let’s work to address 
the health and well-being of  
these people!

By Eliza Borer
*****

“How can we address the health 
and well-being of  our veterans, 
military, and their families?”

 Everyone hates to struggle 
whether it be on a test, in 
sports, or even supporting 
your family. Thoughtfulness 
is one of  the greatest 
characteristics to possess, it 
shows we care for others, are 
helpful, kind, and indulgent in 
times when people need us the 
most. Everyone can always use 
a helping hand when they are 
down, so I am going to share 
ideas about  how we can help 
veterans, military, and their 
families. 

 Volunteering in our 
community can go a long way 
in showing our appreciation 
for veterans and the service 
they did for us and our 
families. We can volunteer 
to help at homeless shelters, 
food pantries, and even call 

veterans at home and talk 
to them during tough times. 
While Covid 19 is going on in 
the world, it may be difficult 
to show our appreciation 
to veterans. Signing up to 
call a veteran, to show our 
appreciation will be greatly 
appreciated. It is important to 
chat with veterans and their 
families when many of  them 
may be isolated because of  the 
pandemic. Who knows, a short 
phone call with a veteran 
struggling with isolation, 
depression, or PTSD may 
actually save their life if  he or 
she was contemplating suicide.

 Donations are another 
opportunity we have to help 

a veteran and 
their family out 
of  hard times. 
Donations can 
go toward a 
multitude of  
things, such as 
food, housing, 
and clothing. 
Many veterans 
struggle with 
Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), 

depression, anxiety, Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI), and 
physical disabilities. These 
challenges that many veterans 
face each and everyday  
possibly will not allow them 
to work and provide for their 
family, so any amount of  
support is helpful.

 There are many different 
ways to address veteran 
homelessness. One way is to 
get them into a good program 
that helps veterans transition 
into civilian life. Some 
foundations that really help 
veterans do this are Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV), 
IAVA ( Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of  America), 
National Coalition for 
Homeless Veterans, U.S Vets, 
and Volunteers of  America. 
These charities help give back 
to the veterans who served 
our country and need some 
help. Ways our communities 
can help homeless veterans 
is by asking landlords or 
apartment managers if  they 
will allow a veteran to stay in 
an apartment for free or at a 
reduced rate for a few months 
while they find a job and get 
back into civilian life. 

All in all, there are veterans 
in need who suffer from health 
issues or disabilities, and it is 
our duty to support them by 
sharing a few spare dollars 
with them for groceries or 
helping them find a program 
where they can get the care 
they need. They have put their 
lives on the line to fight for 
us and our freedoms because 
these freedom aren’t free, they 
were earned by our veterans, 
military, and their families.

By Paiton Hoefer
*****

“How can we address the health 
and well-being of  our veterans, 
military, and their families?”
There are so many different 

ways to help veterans, the 
military, and their families, 
but not many think of  doing it 
because they don’t recognize 
what a veteran could be going 
through at times. These people 
could be suffering from Post-

traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), hearing loss and 
impairment, or even chemical 
exposure. 

People could perform simple 
tasks to help out veterans, the 

military, and 
their families. 
You could go 
down to the 
local nursing 
homes and 
spend time with 
elderly veterans 
and thank 
them for all of  
their sacrifices. 
These people 
fought for 
our freedom. 

Next, whenever you go to the 
store or business and see a 
Wounded Warrior Project, 
you could donate money to 
help soldiers who have lost 
a body part from fighting in 
the military. Perform home 
repairs or household chores 
for a veteran in need or invite 
a service member over for a 
holiday meal or celebration. 
Also, when you see a soldier 
buying food at the store or a 
restaurant, you could pay for 
his/her food. Then you could 
also thank that individual for 
his or her service. If  you come 
in contact with a homeless 
veteran, you could bring him/
her extra clothes that may not 
fit you anymore. If  you wanted 
to help deployed military 
personnel, you could create 
a care package for soldiers 
consisting of  the following: 
health products like baby 
wipes, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste, foot powder, or 
entertainment like movies, 
magazines, playing cards, or 
board games. You could also 
send letters to the troops who 
open your care packages and 
thank them for their service. 
Tell them about yourself, and 
maybe you could write letters 
back and forth asking what 
they are experiencing out 
there. You could also donate 
old phones to the soldiers to 
talk to family members and 
possibly be able to skype. Ways 
of  helping out the families 
could include providing 
the tools to communicate 
on skype, donating money, 
and bringing groceries to 
the families of  the deployed 
soldiers. You could also 
provide care packages for 
the families. Pray for them 
and include them on the lists 
of  prayers at your place of  
worship.

You could also volunteer 
with an organization 
that serves the military 
community. Another thing you 
could do is bring over a service 
dog that helps with anxiety 
and depression for the spouses 
or children when the husband 
is off  at service. Also, even 
when the soldier returns, the 
animal could still come and 
hang out with the family. 

Even though veterans, 
military, and families often 
know what they signed up 
for, that doesn’t mean that 
we shouldn’t thank all of  the 
brave men and women who 
go and fight for us so that we 
can live without fear. Even 
the smallest gesture mean a 
lot to them. When you see a 
donation box to help soldiers, 
consider giving soldiers a 
welcoming feeling when they 
return home.

By Trinity Graham 

grandparents attending. It 
began with preschool 
performing three songs. 
The 5th and 6th graders 
who are called The Star-
Spangled Banner Singers were 
acknowledged and thanked for 
sharing their singing talents, 
as volunteers, to sing the Star-
Spangled Banner at home 
varsity games for the 2020-2021 
school year.  

A variety of  musical pieces 
were presented to the audience.   
This included patriotic songs, 
African-American spirituals, 
past and present country 
musical selections, folk songs, 
a bucket percussion ensemble, 
5th and 6th grade band 
selections, a clarinet duet and 
a Cotton Eyed Joe line dance to 
end the evening.  

Glenn and I attended funeral 
services for Alva (Schrunk) 
Robinson in Milton, Wis., on 
Friday. 

All of  Alva’s siblings except 
for Merlyn attended the 
services. 

She will be greatly missed by 
her family. 

From Page Five
News

Shop At Home!
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Basketball &
the truth 

OMAHA — The truth hurts. 
It hurts a lot in this state when 
it comes to Husker basketball.

It was no surprise Friday 
morning when Millard 
North’s Hunter Sallis, a 
5-star basketball recruit, 
announced his plans to accept 
a scholarship offer and go play 
for Gonzaga.

Same song, maybe the 30th 
verse or maybe more, the 
state’s basketball players 
seldom, if  ever, consider 
playing for the Huskers. The 
odds of  Sallis playing for the 
Huskers were greater than 
the odds of  being bitten by a 
extinct dinosaur tomorrow on 
the way to work.

Not since the days of  Danny 
Nee has Nebraska been able to 
land some of  the state’s best 
college prospects. Under Nee, 
who could color the air with 
expletives AND coach a pretty 

good style 
of  basket-
ball, 
there was 
a time 
when 
super-
recruits 
like Rich 
King, 
Erick 
Strick-
land 
and Eric 
Piatkow-
ski wore 
the 
Huskers’ 
colors.

There 
was even 
a time, a 
distant 

memory, when Nebraska was 
ranked in the Top 10 with those 
players.

To make a long story fit this 
space, Nee was let go several 
years later when the recruiting 
trail dried up. Since then, when 
Nebraska has great talent, 
they go elsewhere, sometimes 
ending up at Louisville, Duke, 
even Kansas.

We can build a great venue 
to watch games (Pinnacle 
Bank Arena), we can build the 
best practice facility that the 
Chicago Bulls would try to 
recreate. We’re told the team’s 
fortunes will turn around, But 
they don’t.

We have a great coach in Fred 
Hoiberg, coached in the NBA, 
we’re paying him lots of  money 
to turn the program around. 
Mayhe he will, it’s too early to 
tell. But, as fans are learning, 
players don’t stick around like 
they used to, thanks to the 
transfer portal. They come 
and go. Show me a college 
basketball player who has 
made headlines ON the court 
and stuck around for 4-5 years? 
There are not many. Some 
stick around and get their 
degree, most don’t. A college 
education, they’ve learned, is a 
terrible thing to waste playing 
hoops. The sad truth of  the 
matter is Husker basketball 
doesn’t get the top recruits, we 
don’t even get the leftovers it 
seems. We struggle to get one 
player with NBA potential, the 
truth hurts. I hope Hoiberg 
can find a way to change the 
Huskers’ hoops history. But, 
until that day comes, it’s hard 
to be optimistic about the 
future of  Nebrasketball.

*****
Just another thought about 

my time in Vegas earlier 
this month. My wife and I 
dined at The Cheesecake 
Factory and engaged in a very 
lively conversation with our 
waitress. She was familiar 
with Nebraska as she comes 
to Omaha often as a flight 
attendant for Southwest 
Airlines. When she’s not 
working for Southwest, she’s at 
her second job.

Living in Las Vegas is 
expensive, real expensive. Who 
would think a flight attendant 
would need a second job as a 
waitress? The same holds true 
for many of  the Uber drivers 
we spoke to. 

One final thought. Remember 
the Mandalay Bay shooting 
rampage from several years 
ago? It was pretty hushed up 
afterwards. I asked one of  the 
drivers what was new with 
the investigation. The belief  
around Vegas, he said, is that 
it was gun deal (kinda like Fast 
& Furious) gone bad. After 
all these years and still no 
answers, believe what you want 
to. I don’t know what to believe.

Six Elgin Public-Pope John Wolfpack varsity basketball 
players received statewide recognition for their play this 
season.

The Lincoln Journal-Star recently announced their high 
school all-state basketball teams and honorable mention.

Four members of  the Wolfpack 
girls team earned honorable mention 
in Class D1. 

They were seniors Kirsten Krebs 
and Allyson Selting and freshmen 
Keyera Eisenhauer and Ashlynne 
Charf. 

The foursome helped lead the Wolf-
pack to an 18-7 record this year.

Two members of  the varsity boys 
team earned honorable mention in 
Class D2. 

They were junior Colton Wright and sophomore Paiton 
Hoefer. 

They were instrumental in the Wolfpack posting a 13-13 
record during the past season. 

LJS lauds six players
for basketball honors

The cheerleaders who received cheer letters this year were (l-r):  
Natalie Bauer, Alyssa Burenheide and Jessica Getzfred. Natalie 
and Alyssa are 4-year letter winners for the program. Photo 
submitted

Cheerleader awards

FULLERTON — With tem-
peratures in the 70s and plenty 
of  sunshine, EPPJ competed in 
their first meet of  the season 
Monday at Fullerton. For both 
teams, early season success 
holds the promise of  better 
things to come. The Wolfpack 
boys finished fifth and the girls 
placed eighth.

 Freshman 
Myles Kittelson 
led the Wolf-
pack, placing in 
three individu-
al events (long 
jump, high 
jump, 800 meter 
run) and joined 
Corbin Kinney, 
Jack Wemhoff  
and Colton 
Wright on the 
1600 meter re-
lay which placed second. In the 
long jump, Kittelson set a new 
Wolfpack record at 18’4.5”. 

All three Wolfpack relay 
teams placed in the top three.

For the girls, all three relay 
teams earned medals. The best 
effort was by the 3200 meter 
relay team (Marissa Preister, 
Keyera Eisenhauer, Baylee 
Busteed and Sharon Bartak) 
which finished third. Lexi 
Bode had the best individual 
effort, placing third in the high 
jump.

It marked the first track 
meet for many Wolfpack ath-
letes due to COVID. 

Fullerton won the girls team 
title with 106 points, three 
more than Cross County. EPPJ 
finished eighth with 33 points.

In the boys team race, Cross 
County won with 120 points, 
two more than Riverside at 118. 
EPPJ finished fifth with 55.5 
points.

Next up for the Wolfpack 
is the Battle Creek Invite on 
Tuesday, April 6.

Individual results were:
Girls

100 meter dash — 1. Faith 
Blauhorn, Palmer, 13.18 sec-
onds

200 meter dash — 1. Josi 

EPPJ track teams shine at Fullerton Monday
Noble, Cross County, 27.62 sec-
onds; 8. Theanna Dunn, EPPJ, 
30.69

400 meter dash — 1. Josi 
Noble, Cross County, 1:03.01; 7. 
Theanna Dunn, EPPJ, 1:11.31; 8. 
Lexi Bode, EPPJ, 1:12.99

800 meter run — 1. Juliana 
Maxfield, Fullerton, 2:35.04; 
8. Keyera Eisenhauer, EPPJ, 

3:06.91 
1600 meter 

run — Hannah 
Swanson, Ne-
braska Chris-
tian, 5:54.26; 8. 
Ally Selting, 
EPPJ, 7:45.19

3200 meter 
run — 1. Han-
nah Swanson, 
Nebraska Chris-
tian, 12:27.87

100 meter hur-
dles — 1. Grace Glaser, Spald-
ing Academy, 17.75 seconds

300 meter hurdles — 1. Josi 
Noble, Cross County, 52.60 
seconds

400 relay — 1. Twin River, 
54.71 seconds; 6. EPPJ (Jamie 
Dozler, Theanna Dunn, Skyler 
Meis, Elise Ruterbories), 57.41

1600 meter relay — 1. Nebras-
ka Christian, 4:38.10; 4. EPPJ 
(Theanna Dunn, Elise Ruterbo-
ries, Brenna Martinsen, Skyler 
Meis), 4:51.01

3200 meter relay — 1. Fuller-
ton, 11:23.70; 3. EPPJ (Marissa 
Preister, Keyera Eisenhauer, 
Baylee Busteed, Sharon Bar-
tak), 13:07.10

High jump — 1. Joslynn 
Donahey, Palmer, 4’10”; 3. Lexi 
Bode, EPPJ, 4’7”

Pole vault — 1. Chelsey My-
ers, Nebraska Christian, 7’2”

Long jump — 1. Faith 
Blauhorn, Palmer, 15’11.5”

Triple jump — 1. Josi Noble, 
Cross County, 32’10.25”; 6. Elise 
Ruterbories, EPPJ, 28’8.75”

Shot put — 1. Justiss Hinkle, 
Palmer, 32’2.5”; 8. Alyssa Bur-
enheide, EPPJ, 27’6.5”

Discus — 1. Haileigh, 
Moutray, Cross County, 

105’7.5”; 7. Harlie Bode, EPPJ, 
77’4.5”
Boys

100 meter dash — 1. Jeffrey 
Schmeits, Riverside, 11.37 sec-
onds; 7. Corbin Kinney, EPPJ, 
12.15

200 meter dash — 1. Tony Jar-
ecki, Twin River, 23.07 seconds; 
5. Colton Wright, EPPJ, 24.91; 7. 
Camryn Pelster, EPPJ, 25.75

400 meter dash — 1. Tate 
Koziol, Twin River, 53.27 sec-
onds

800 meter run — 1. Jacob 
Glause, Palmer, 2:09.56; 3. 
Myles Kittelson, EPPJ, 2:20.32

1600 meter run — 1. Ryan 
Berger, Riverside, 5:03.84; 6. 
Gage Thiessen, EPPJ, 5:35.90

3200 meter run — 1. Ryan 
Berger, Riverside, 11:02.00

110 meter hurdles — 1. Trey 
Dodds, Fullerton, 16.65 sec-
onds; 4. Corbin Kinney, EPPJ, 
20.09; 7. Collin Lindgren, EPPJ, 
22.32

300 meter hurdles — 1. Jacob 
Diessner, Spalding Academy, 

43.90 seconds
400 meter relay — 1. Cross 

County, 46.85 seconds; 3. EPPJ 
(Corbin Kinney, Camryn 
Pelster, Jack Wemhoff, Colton 
Wright), 48.03

1600 meter relay — 1. Cross 
County, 3:39.15; 2. EPPJ 
(Corbin Kinney, Myles Kit-
telson, Jack Wemhoff, Colton 
Wright), 3:58.15

3200 meter relay — Nebraska 
Christian, 9:34.20; 3. EPPJ 
(Nick Anderson, Jordan Lind-
gren, Collin Lindgren, Gage 
Thiessen), 9:40.40

High jump — 1. Trey Dodds, 
Fullerton, 6’; 7. (tie) Myles Kit-
telson, EPPJ, 4’11”

Pole vault — 1. Ayden Ber-
ney, Elba, 10’

Long jump — 1. Tony Berger, 
Riverside, 20’6”; 5. Myles Kit-
telson, EPPJ, 18’4.5”

Triple jump — 1. Jeffrey Sch-
meits, Riverside, 41’8.5”

Shot put — 1. Brandon Mer-
rell, St. Edward, 42’4.5”

Myles
Kittelson

Lexi
Bode
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The Elgin Review

Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the con-

struction of “Elgin Southeast 
Culvert for Antelope County,” 
JEO Project No. 130176.01, 
QuestCDN No. 7642891, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756-0026, until 
10:00 AM on the 6th day of April 
2021, and thereafter will be read 
aloud. 

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: Remove ex-
isting bridge. Install culvert 
and headwalls and embank-
ment for roadway. 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$160,000.00 

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project. 

All Proposals for said con-

struction work must be made on 
blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security 
to be made payable to the Trea-
surer of Antelope Count as liqui-
dated damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith. 

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-

enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact 
us at 402.371.6416. In order to 
bid the project, the contract doc-
uments must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY 
Charles Henery, Chairman 

ATTEST: Lisa Payne 
County Clerk 
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021 
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the con-

struction of “Ashfalls North-
west for Antelope County,” 
JEO Project No. 190769.00, 
QuestCDN No. 7642934, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756-0026, until 
10:00 AM on the 6th day of April 
2021, and thereafter will be read 
aloud. 

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: Remove ex-
isting bridge. Construct new 
roadway on new alignment. 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$165,000.00 

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project. 

All Proposals for said con-
struction work must be made on 

blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security 
to be made payable to the Trea-
surer of Antelope Count as liqui-
dated damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith. 

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-

enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact 
us at 402.371.6416. In order to 
bid the project, the contract doc-
uments must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY 
Charles Henery, Chairman 

ATTEST: Lisa Payne 
County Clerk 
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ 

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase a new or used 
lowboy trailer with detachable 
neck. The Antelope County 
Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 9th, 
2021, until 10:00am on April 
13th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for lowboy trailer” 

on the outside of the envelope.  
Quotes will be opened at the 
April 13th, 2021 board meeting at 
10:00am. The specs for the 
trailer are as follows: Hydraulic 
detachable gooseneck, non-
ground bearing that provides 
a minimum of 13” lift from ride 
height; Hydraulic Power Source 
that is electric over hydraulic self-
contained system with minimum 
13.5 h.p. gas engine; Minimum 
8’ 6” deck width; Tri-Axle with 
minimum 25,000 # rating on 
each axle; minimum 24’ well 
length; if trailer is ‘used’ it must 
be in good working condition and 

have a current D.O.T. inspection. 
Please include in bid: Warranty 
information and the availability 
for delivery.  Contact the 
Antelope County Clerks Office 
at 402-887-4410 with questions.   
The Antelope County 
Commissioners reserve the 
right to accept or reject any 
or all bid and shall determine 
in its sole discretion whether 
a product is acceptable as an 
equivalent. Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

Notice of Organization — Arehart Farms, L.L.C.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Arehart Farms, L.L.C. (the “Com-
pany”) has been organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska. 
The address of the designated 
office is 202 Westridge Drive, El-
gin, Nebraska 68636. The name 
and address of the Company’s 
registered agent for service of 
process is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756.

The general nature of the 
business to be transacted is 
to engage in any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited li-
ability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This Company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on March 12, 2021 and its 
existence shall be perpetual. The 

affairs of the Company are to be 
managed by one or more man-
agers.

Arehart Farms, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein
Doerr & Klein, P.C. 101 W. 4th 
Street
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice Of Incorporation of 
Wheeler County Farm Bureau

Pursuant to the provisions of 
the Nebraska Nonprofit Corpora-
tion Act, the undersigned adopts 
the following Articles of Incorpo-
ration:

The name of the corporation 
is Wheeler County Farm Bureau 
(the “Corporation”) and its head-
quarters shall be at 50897 Hwy 

70, Elgin, NE 68636.
The Corporation shall be a mu-

tual benefit corporation and shall 
have a perpetual duration.

The Corporation shall have 
members.  The private property 
of members, officers and direc-
tors of the Corporation shall be 
exempt from liability for corpo-
rate debts.

The address of the registered 
office is 50897 Hwy 70, Elgin, NE 
68636.  The name of the regis-
tered agent at that address is 
Steven Schrunk.

Dated this 10th day of March, 
2021.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Incorporation — Wheeler County Farm Bureau

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase one or more, new or 
used dump trucks. The Antelope 
County Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 
9th, 2021 until 10:30am on April 
6th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for dump truck” 

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase a new or used 
side dump trailer. The Antelope 
County Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 9th, 
2021, until 10:30am on April 
13th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for side dump 

NOTICE
Estate of LEON WILLIAM 

WAGNER, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that the 

Personal Representative has 
filed a report of his administra-
tion and a formal closing peti-

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
trailer” on the outside of the 
envelope.  Quotes will be opened 
at the April 13th, 2021 board 
meeting at 10:30am. The 
specs for the trailer are as follows: 
Tri-Axle with minimum 25,000 # 
rating on each axle; minimum 36’ 
tub length; minimum 23 CU YD 
capacity; must be able to dump 
on both sides; must include tarp 
system, rear push block, fenders, 
and mud flaps; if trailer is ‘used’ 
it must be in good working 
condition and have a current 
D.O.T. inspection. Please include 

in bid: Warranty information 
and the availability for delivery.  
Contact the Antelope County 
Clerks Office at 402-887-4410 
with questions.   The Antelope 
County Commissioners 
reserve the right to accept 
or reject any or all bid and 
shall determine in its sole 
discretion whether a product 
is acceptable as an equivalent. 
Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

on the outside of the envelope.  
Quotes will be opened at the 
April 6th, 2021 board meeting at 
10:30am. The specs for the 
dump trucks are as follows: 
Tandem Axle with pusher or 
greater; Minimum 18,000 # front 
end,.40,000 # rears; Lockable 
rear axles; 3.70 gears or higher; 
Minimum 16’ box; If ‘used’ truck 
is bid, it must be under 150,000 
miles and have a current D.O.T. 
Inspection. Please include with 
bid: Horsepower, axle weights, 
axle ratio, box type and length, 
if it is snowplow ready, mileage, 

hours, warranty information, 
and the availability for delivery.  
Contact the Antelope County 
Clerk’s Office at 402-887-4410 
with questions.   The Antelope 
County Commissioners 
reserve the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids 
and determine in its sole 
discretion whether a product 
is acceptable as an equivalent. 
Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Leon William Wagner
tion for complete settlement after 
informal probate of Will of said 
deceased, for determination of 
heirship, and for determination of 
inheritance tax, which have been 
set for hearing in the Antelope 
County, Nebraska, Court on April 

7, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Petitioner
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
NOTICE

Estate of DONALD BREAKER 
JR., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
March 17, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-10, Judy 
Hershberger, whose mailing ad-

dress is 601 5th, Oakdale, Ne-
braska 68761, has been appoint-
ed as personal representative 
of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 
this Court on or before May 24, 
2021 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall submit their claims to 

the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: March 24 & 31 & April 
7, 2021 
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Donald Breaker Jr.

NOTICE
Estate of RANDOLPH B. 

HARRIS, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

March 17, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-8, MOL-
LY B. HARRIS, whose mailing 

address is 46 Peninsula Center 
Drive, E-260, Rolling Hills Es-
tates, CA 90274, has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 
this Court on or before May 24, 
2021 or be forever barred. Credi-

tors shall submit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Martin V. Klein #22220
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: March 24 & 31 & April 
7, 2021 
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Randolph B. Harris

NOTICE FOR BIDS
The Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners will accept 
sealed bids until 9:30 AM on 
April 13th, 2021 for Culverts.  
Bids may be brought in or mailed 
to the Antelope County Clerk’s 
Office, 501 M Street, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE  68756-0026.  
Bidders will bid according to 
the specifications provided by 
the Road Superintendent, bids 

made on items not listed on the 
specifications or bids not consis-
tent with the specifications will 
not be accepted.  All bids must 
be plainly marked “Culvert Bid” 
on the lower left-hand corner of 
the envelope.  Successful bidder 
will supply the specified product 
from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 
2022.  Bids will be opened and 
publicly read at the April 13th, 
2021 board meeting at 9:30 AM 

in the County Commissioners 
Meeting Room of the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex.  The 
Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
PUBLISH: March 24, 31 & April 
7, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
Notice is hereby given that R&T 

Ag, L.L.C. (the “Company”) has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. The 
address of the designated office 
is 83661 515th Avenue, Elgin, 
Nebraska 68636. The name 
and address of the Company’s 
registered agent for service of 
process is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756. 

Notice of Organization — R&T Ag, L.L.C.
The general nature of the 

business to be transacted is 
to engage in any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. 

This Company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on February 22, 2021 
and its existence shall be 

perpetual. The affairs of the 
Company are to be managed by 
one or more managers. R&T AG, 
L.L.C. 

Martin V. Klein 
Doerr & Klein, P.C. 

101 W. 4th Street 
P.O. Box 166 

Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190 

PUBLISH: March 31, April 7 & 
14, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — Board of Equalization
NOTICE OF MEETING COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS AS A COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, ANTE-

LOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that 

the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-
braska will hold a County Board 
of Equalization meeting in the 

Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
in the Antelope County Court-
house Annex, Neligh, Nebraska 
on Tuesday, April 13th, 2021, at 
9:45 AM for the purpose of ap-
proving tax roll corrections and 
various other items which may 
become necessary to act upon.  
Meeting will be opened to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-

tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: March 31, 2021
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

March 22, 2021
The Elgin City Council met 

in special session on Monday, 
March 22, 2021, at 12:00 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  May-
or Schmitt called the meeting to 
order, and announced the loca-
tion of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda item was 
approved:

• Hire Blake Ofe and Jack 
Wemhoff for summer mainte-
nance help

Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, April 5, 2021.

Special Meeting adjourned at 
12:07 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: March 31, 2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — 
Elgin City 
Council

Stay Informed!

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 

THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2021
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times:

April 6, 2021 at 9:00 AM

April 13, 2021 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: March 31, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Meetings — Commissioners

(highways, cell towers, bridges, 
schools, etc.), areas with homes 
or developments in high-risk 
areas, and high-risk ignition 
sources.

People may have additional 

concerns or suggestions. All 
ideas are welcome. 

For further information or to 
provide comments, call 402-684-
2290 or email sbenson4@unl.
edu.

From Page Two
Plan
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Stay Informed!

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

You know the old saying, 
“time flies when you’re having 
fun”? Well, that is the only 
way I could describe how my 
senior year is going. It is so 
unbelievable that in a little 
over a month, I will be walking 
across the stage and receiving 
my diploma. It is a bittersweet 
thing to think about. In 
Starting this new chapter in 

my life and beginning a new 
adventure, I have to end the 
chapter I am on and move 
forward. 

But now with the end of  my 
senior year sneaking up, there 
is still much to be done. Along 
with my school work and 
scholarships, extracurriculars, 
and my jobs, I now have to 
worry about planning my 

graduation party. 
Although I have a basic 

picture of  what I would like to 
have, it is time to start putting 
all of  it together. The date of  
my party is set. My invitations 
have been made and now need 
to be ordered and sent out. My 
family and I have pretty much 
settled on what the meal will 
be. However, I am going to stay 
as far away from the kitchen 
as possible. If  I am the one 
cooking, no one will be coming 
to my graduation party. 

However, one huge thing still 
remains… decorations. My 
mom and I have decided on a 
theme 
already 
that 
matches 
my style 
choice 
but also 
works 
with 
being in 
my dad’s 
barn. 
We have 
gotten 
a few 
things so 
far. And 
I also 
need to 
print off  
and find 
hundreds 
of  photos to look at while at 
my graduation party. Most 
importantly, I need to figure 
out what I need to wear for 
my graduation party and the 
ceremony.

From printing off  photos, 
finding decorations, and 
finding a cute new outfit to 
wear for graduation, there is 
only one thing that comes to 
mind. SHOPPING! I cannot 
tell you the last time I actually 
went shopping. It seems like it 
was ages ago. But in reality, it 
was most likely only less than 
a month ago. And even then, I 
have not been shopping with 
my mom in ages. And shopping 
for graduation stuff  means my 
mom’s presence is a necessity.

My mom and I often have 
differing tastes when it comes 
to fashion or clothing. And 
more often than not, our 
shopping trips sometimes end 
up with us having an argument 
in the middle of  a store. But 
if  one thing is for certain, my 
mom is one heck of  a bargain 
shopper. No matter where 
we are, somehow, she always 
finds the greatest deals. And 
me on the other hand, well I 
have been told by my mom and 
grandma that I have expensive 

Graduation party plans underway

See PLANS, Page 16

Organized chaos is the best way to describe the annual Elgin Easter Egg Hunt held 
Saturday morning at the park. Hours of preparation and it’s all done in a matter of min-
utes as children and parents scatter to retrieve eggs. This year’s big winners were (l-r): 
Hadley Burke, daughter of Stephanie and Rowdy Burke; Cora Beckman, daughter of 
Megan and Chris Beckman; Jack Stoltz, son of Samantha and John Stoltz; and Cath-
erine Starman, daughter of Allison and Peter Starman.  Great turnout on a chilly day 
-- over 100 little hunters. ER photos/D&L Morgan

ECC-sponsored Easter Egg Hunt
attracts over 100 children Saturday



It Pays To Advertise!
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Peru State College an-
nounced the President’s and 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 
semester. To make the Presi-
dent’s List, students must 
have a grade point average 
of  4.0 for the semester, have 
completed at least 12 graded 
credit hours during the past 
semester, have no incomplete 
grades for the semester and be 
seeking their first degree. To 
make the Dean’s List students 
must have a grade point aver-
age between 3.50 and 3.99 for 
the semester, have completed 
at least 12 graded credit hours 
during the past semester, have 
no incomplete grades for the 
semester and be seeking their 
first degree.

Recognized were:
Elgin — Dani Brockhaus, 

Dean’s List; Baylee Wemhoff, 
President’s List.

Local students
earn academic
honors from PSC 

EPS students competed in the Northeast Community Scholastic Contest via virtual platform on April 
17. Pictured are (back row, l-r): Colton Wright, Jordan Lindgren, Joey Getzfred, William Heilhecker, 
Jack Wemhoff, Dylon Lueking, Corbin Kinney, Ethan Hinkle and Austin Good. Front row: Isabella 
Smidt, Jessica Getzfred, Riley Vitamvas, Theanna Dunn, Keyera Eisenhauer, Brenna Martinsen, 
Grace Mace and Baylee Busteed. Photo courtesy of Rita Heithoff 

Scholastic contest participants

taste. So taking my mom along 
to buy graduation stuff  might 
help keep the total price at the 
checkout a bit lower. 

Shopping has always been 
one of  my mom and I’s favorite 
activities to do. Even though 
we argue at least a third of  the 
time, somehow we always end 
up enjoying spending the day 
together even if  we don’t buy 
anything and just “window 
shop.” And when this shopping 
trip for graduation comes, this 
may be one of  the few times 
left that I will be able to shop 
with my mom before I head off  
to college. 

Like I have said before how 
I will miss my classmates and 
my dog when I head off, what 
I will miss more about leaving 
is not getting to do more 
shopping trips with my mom. 

From Page 14
Plans

A past-employee and local 
pillar Bev Schuele will now 
serve on the Boone County 
Health Center Foundation 
Board of  Trustees to fill an 
empty seat on the board.

“Bev’s vast experience on 
other non-profit boards, her 
eight years as a Family Court 
Mediator, and having served 
as a past Boone County Health 
Center Foundation Director 
make her the perfect addition 
to our foundation board. I look 
forward to her commitment 
and professionalism as we con-
tinue the foundation’s mission 
to seek, receive, and adminis-
ter donations and gifts which 
support health care offered at 
Boone County Health Center,” 
said Foundation Director 
Aprill Murphy.

Schuele currently serves as 
a Counselor National for the 
National Society Descendants 
of  American Farmers, as well 
as serving as the Nebraska 
and Iowa Ambassador, Bylaws 
Committee Chair, and member 
of  their Long-Range Strategic 

Schuele joins BCHC Foundation Board
Planning Committee. Schuele 
is finishing her second term on 
the State Executive Board of  
the National Society Daughters 
of  the American Revolution, 
also serving on their Long-
Term Strategic Planning Com-
mittee, and currently serving 
as P.E.O. President for Chapter 
DV of  St. Edward.

“I said yes to becoming a 
member of  the Boone County 
Health Center Foundation 
Board because the health cen-
ter has been an important part 
of  my family’s life. I was born 
at the Boone County Hospital 
in 1959 when the hospital was 
not much older than me! Our 
children were born there, I was 
an Advanced EMT for nine 
years with the Cedar Rapids 
Rescue Unit and was famil-
iarized with the hospital and 
medical staff  then and again 
when I was employed there as 
a medical transcriptionist and 
Foundation Director sixteen 
years ago,” Schuele said. 

“As a patient, I appreciate the 
quality and compassionate care 

I receive. We are blessed with a 
hospital of  this caliber in our 
county! I have great respect 
for Foundation Director Aprill 
Murphy who brings vibrancy 
and energy to her position. I 
would love to be a part of  help-
ing her and my fellow board 
members. It was an honor to be 
asked to serve.  Muhammad Ali 
was quoted as saying, ‘Service 
to others is the rent you pay 
for your room here on earth.’ 
I would have to agree,” said 
Schuele.

Schuele and husband Tom 
live on a farm near Cedar 
Rapids. 

As of  Monday afternoon, March 29, there are 4,332 
confirmed cases of  COVID-19 in Elgin’s health district with 
3,767 recoveries and 72 deaths. 

According to the North Central District Health 
Department, new cases in the last 14 days total 31 across the 
nine-county area. 

Knox County continues to have the most number of  cases 
with 1,118 followed by Holt County with 859. 

The total number of  cases in Antelope County currently is 
559 (up one from last week) with 497 recoveries and 7 deaths. 

The most deaths have been in Pierce County with 21.
COVID vaccinations administered in the district, as of  

Monday, are just over 18,400. Other numbers of  note:
• 11,597 first doses in series administered
• 6,821 second doses in series administered
• 20.02 percent of  the population 16 and older completing 

vaccination series.
Vaccination clinic

The Antelope County Fairgrounds in Neligh will be the 
site of  a vaccination clinic on Thursday, April 1, from noon 
to 6 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome. Anyone already having a 
scheduled appointment time for the Neligh clinic need to 
arrive on time.  

For assistance in completing a survey for individuals who 
can receive a vaccine at a moment’s notice, contact the Elgin 
Public Library or the Elgin Senior Center.

COVID vaccination clinic to
be held at fairgrounds in Neligh
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