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America!

The high temperature last 
week was 56 degrees recorded 
on March 25. The low was 20 
degrees on March 25. 

Altogether, 0.10 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 21 51 35  0.10 
March 22 51 29  
March 23 43 29  
March 24 51 30    
March 25 56 20    
March 26 43 22  
March 27 43 22    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.10
Total for March .............. .. 0.38
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.53

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Backflow Prevention — City 
of  Elgin

Early Ballot Application — 
Antelope County

Notice of  Meeting — 
Antelope County Planning 
Commission

Annual Water Report — 
City of  Elgin

Ordinance #665 — City of  
Elgin

Proceedings (2) — Elgin 
City Council

Notice of  Meetings — 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice of  Organization — 
K&S Collective, L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

See RONCALLI, Page Three

“In recent months, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) have relaxed its 
recommendation for wearing 
a mask in most indoor 
spaces – in protecting against 
exposure to COVID-19,” 
said Diane Carlin, CEO 
of  Antelope Memorial 
Hospital. “However, the 
mask requirement is still 
in effect for entrance into 
health care facilities because 
many of  their patients are 
immunocompromised or 
weakened. We thank the 
public ahead of  time for their 
understanding”   

“The good news is that in 
recent weeks the incidence 
of  reported COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations have 
plunged nationally and in 
Antelope County,” said Liz 
Furstenau, AMH Infection 
Control Director. “Based 
on the latest data by the 
CDC, Antelope County has 
a low rating of  COVID-19 
incidence, requiring fewer 
precautions for protecting 
against the virus.”

Despite the decline of  
COVID-19 cases, Antelope 
Memorial Hospital continues 
to take steps to maximize 
the quality care we provide, 
added Carlin. 

“We are currently 
undergoing a remodel and 
update of  our hospital 
patient rooms. Each room 
will offer negative air flow 
for caring for our patients ill 
with COVID-19 (or any other 
contagious illness) in the 
future. This remodel greatly 
compliments the quality care 
our staff  provides.”

At AMH Masks 
requirement to
remain in effect
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The Elgin City Council held two special meetings last week.
On Wednesday, March 23, the council met for nearly 90 minutes.
As part of  the meeting, they suspended the reading of  

Ordinance #665 the three different days. Then, moments later, 
passed the ordinance which grants a non-exclusive franchise to 
Stealth Broadband LLC to develop a fiber-optic communication 
system inside the city limits.

The Knights of  Columbus go local this year with a speaker for 
their annual ‘Da Ladies Nite Out’. The event annually attracts 
as many as 200 women, sometimes more, to the Elgin Knights of  
Columbus Hall where they are treated to fine wine, dinner and 

an evening of  enter-
tainment.

Selected as guest 
speaker for this year’s 
event is Jane Schucha-
rdt.

A featured colum-
nist/writer exclusively 
for The Elgin Review, 
she will provide a fast-
paced, audience-inter-
active presentation.

On the theme ‘Carpe 
Diem,’ she will use 
stories and song to ex-
plore how mind, body 
and spirit contribute to 
well-being.

Schuchardt grew up 
on a farm in southeast 
Nebraska. She and 

her husband Rick are parents, volunteers, travelers and organic 
farmers who now live northeast of  Elgin.

She enjoys writing, music, entertaining and, you guessed it, 
talking. Tickets will soon go on sale at the usual outlets in Elgin.

Two individuals who 
together as a couple were 
instrumental in the growth 
of  parochial education here 
and across Antelope County 
will be recognized next 
month as recipients of  the 
prestigious Roncalli Award.

Selected as recipients 
this year are Deb and Kyle 
Warren.

According to organizers of  
the Pope John Development 
Dinner where the award will 
be presented, the Warrens 
devoted many years to 
Pope John and the Elgin 
community, serving as 
advancement directors from 
2005 til just a few years ago 
when they decided to retire.

During their time at PJCC 
they brought new ideas to 
implement in the continued 
success of  the school.

The couple has lived here 
in Elgin since 1998. Deb, the 
oldest child of  Alvin and 
Mary Helen Schrage, grew 
up on a farm southeast of  
Elgin, attended St. Boniface 
School and later graduated 
from Pope John in 1972.

She met Kyle while 
attending the University 
of  Nebraska and they were 
married at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church. They have 
two children, Shauna and 
Christopher.

The Roncalli Award is 
named after Guiseppe 
Roncalli, which is the given 
name of  the beloved patron 
Saint Pope John XXIII.  

This prestigious award 
is presented each year to 
an individual or family 
in appreciation for their 
contribution to the long-term 
advancement of  Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic High 
School.

Tickets are on sale for the 
development dinner which 
is annually held on Palm 

Deb
Warren

Kyle
Warren

Warrens chosen
to receive annual
Roncalli Award

Two seniors from Pope John and one 
from Elgin Public, all members of  the 
Elgin FFA Chapter, have earned one of  the 
organization’s highest awards.

They have been chosen as recipients of  
State FFA Degrees.

Recognized for their outstanding 
efforts were seniors Colton Wright, Emily 
Mlnarik and Lexi Bode. Wright attends 
Elgin Public School while Mlnarik and 
Bode attend Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School. The Nebraska 
State FFA Degree, according to Elgin FFA 
Sponsor Julia Schwartz, is the highest 
honor the Nebraska FFA Association can 
bestow upon its members. 

In order for a student to receive a state 
degree, he or she must have already 
received their greenhand and chapter 
degrees; been an active member for at 
least two years, which includes two years 
of  agriculture education classes and 
a Supervised Agriculture Experience; 
demonstrated leadership abilities; and met 

A new pastor will lead the 
congregation at Park Congregational 
United Church of  Christ. Kate West 
was behind the pulpit Sunday morning 
to guide parishioners in their journey 
of  faith.

“I’m very excited to be in the area,” 
Miss West said Monday 
morning. She began 
her pastoral duties 
at the church earlier 
this month, having 
come here from St. 
John’s United Church 
of  Christ in Council 
Bluffs. In addition to 
Park Church, Rev. West 
will also serve as pastor 
of  First Congregational 
United Church of  
Christ in Neligh. 
Living with her at the 
parsonage is her pet dog, a Dachshund 
mix which she describes as “24 pounds 
of  anxiety.” Her installation service 
will be June 5 at the Neligh church. 

City approve non-exclusive
franchise agreement

Fiber-optic network to be built

the required hours and event numbers in 
terms of  FFA activities and community 
service. All of  these requirements have 
been put in place by National FFA. 

A large part of  receiving one’s state 
degree includes a student’s Supervised 
Agriculture Experience, 
or SAE. This is the very 
individualized way 
a student is working 
toward career success and 
learning about real-life 
matters. For many, their 
SAE is their job, but it can 
be either paid or unpaid. 

“By looking at the 
number of  requirements, 
it becomes easier to understand the 
prestige of  receiving this degree and the 
work that our members have put in,” 
Schwartz said. Each student has put in 
at least 25 hours of  community service 
and numerous FFA activities above the 
chapter level to receive their degree. 

Elgin FFA trio to receive
2022 State FFA Degrees

New pastor at Park 
Congregational Church

Kate
West

Date set for ‘Da Ladies Nite Out’

Trista Hemenway (foreground) and Abby Hemenway rehearse 
a scene ahead of this weekend’s performances of “9 to 5 - The 
Musical.” The musical will be performed on Friday, April 1 and 
again on Sunday, April 3, both at 7 p.m. in the St. Boniface Gym. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door both nights. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Guest Speaker
Columnist Jane Schuchardt

Everybody say ‘cheese’
Students from two schools gathered together for one night to remember on Saturday as the 2022 
EPS/PJCC Junior-Senior Prom was held. More than 40 students and their dates celebrated ‘Casino 
Royale’ at the Knights of Columbus Hall. Individual class photos can be found on Page Two. E-R photo/
DMorgan

PJCC musical takes the stage

Easter 
Egg Hunt

Saturday, 

April 9
Easter 
Bunny 

arrives at 10:15
-- 11 am start 

Elgin City 
Park
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Members of the EPS junior class attending prom Saturday night were (front row, l-r) Isabella Smidt, 
Austin Good, Jamie Dozler, Jack Wemhoff, Maddie Kolm, William Heilhecker and Collin Lindgren. Back 
row: Camryn Pelster, Shayd Rokahr, Corbin Kinney, David Durre and Ethan Hinkle. E-R photo/DMorgan

Attending Saturday night’s Elgin Public/Pope John Junior-Senior Prom were all six seniors from PJCC. 
Pictured (l-r) were Kaylee Ramold, Natalie Reicks, Abby Hemenway, Trista Hemenway, Lexi Bode and 
Emily Mlnarik. E-R photo/DMorgan

Members of the PJCC junior class at prom were (front row, l-r) Sharon Bartak, Emma Lea Ruterbories, 
Skyler Meis and Taylynne Charf. Back row: Carter Beckman, Linus Borer, Matthew Dilly and Cale Kinney. 
Not pictured: Paiton Hoefer. E-R photo/DMorgan

All six seniors from EPS were in attendance at Saturday night’s junior-senior prom. Pictured (l-r) were 
Blake Ofe, Kali Dvorak, Colton Wright, Jessica Getzfred, Thomas Warnke and Riley Vitamvas. E-R photo/
DMorgan

The Elgin Public/Pope John Junior-Senior 
Prom — Class By Class

Shop at Home!
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Sixty Years Ago
March 22, 1962

Miss Margaret Shoemaker, 
daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Keith Shoemaker, is Elgin’s 
candidate to the 1962 Girls 
State. She will represent 
American Legion Post 229 
Auxiliary, the local sponsoring 
organization. Darlene Nieslen 
is the alternate candidate. Miss 
Nielsen is the daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nielsen. 
Both are juniors in the public 
school. 

Karen Bohnenkamp, 15-
year old daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Bohnenkamp 
was taken to the Antelope 
Memorial hospital Friday 
evening where she underwent 
an appendectomy that same 
evening. 

The Elgin Busy Bees met 

Looking Back
at the Monte Totten home. 
Materials for the project work 
was discussed. Judging was 
practiced by judging the slim 
skirts which all members 
made. 

Mrs. Ray Seir gave a 
demonstration on crocheting 
in which all who were there 
participated. Vicki Taylor, 
Linda Linnaus and LeVonne 
Kerkman were present. Lunch 
was served by Carol and Alice 
Totten.  

Fifty Years Ago
March 30, 1972 

The Elgin FFA Chapter, in its 
continuing effort to make Elgin 
a better place to live ordered, 
transplanted and planted 
trees at various locations. 
With the large number of  
diseased and damaged trees in 
this community the need for 
removal and replacement of  
trees is evident. 

Three inches of  snow, 

preceded by rain, fell here in 
an all-day and evening storm 
last Friday. The .40 of  an inch 
of  moisture was more than 
welcomed by the dry, frost -free 
ground. 

Cool temperatures kept 
much of  the ground snow-
covered in Sunday here in 
town. 

A similar amount of  
precipitation fell in the 
northern part of  the county 
while snowfall was light in the 
Neligh area. 

Thirty Years Ago
April 8, 1992

Percy and Ray Payne 
sustained minor injuries April 

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

A couple weeks ago my son 
woke up with a horrendous 
cough and bad congestion.  He 
was tired and didn’t feel well 
and I knew that I should keep 

him 
home.  It 
was also 
the day 
of  his 
field trip, 
a day he 
had been 
looking 
forward 
to for 
weeks.  
If  I sent 
him 
and he 
infected 
other 
children, 
I would 
feel ter-
rible.  If  I 
kept him 
home, he 

would be so upset, and I would 
feel terrible.  Lose, lose situa-
tion and mommy guilt facing 
me no matter what.

  Unfortunately, this is a 
regular occurrence.  I’m sure 
there are dads who feel this 
way too but “mom guilt” is a 
known epidemic facing moth-
ers everywhere.  It seems no 
matter what we do, we always 
feel that we’re not doing 
enough or that we didn’t do the 
right thing.  It’s exhausting.

I have a friend who was a 
working mother and then 
transitioned to a stay-at-home 
mom.  She said that when she 
worked, she felt guilty she 
wasn’t at home.  When she was 
at home, she felt guilty because 
then she was constantly harp-
ing on them because she was 
with them all day.

Social media has only made 
this worse.  Scrolling through 
Facebook, Instagram or Pinter-
est and all I see are posts or 
blogs about moms doing this 
or that with their children, 
the new handmade whatever 
that they sewed themselves, or 
the elaborate birthday party 
decorations.  It’s easy to feel 
less than perfect when you 
start comparing yourself  to the 
other moms out there.

I never had a choice to stay 
at home with my kids.  I have 

Letting go of ‘mom guilt’

PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

6, from anhydrous ammonia 
spray on the farm north of  
Elgin. Percy was sprayed in the 
eyes, while Ray was sprayed 
in the arm. Elgin Rescue was 
called to scene. They remained 
in the hospital overnight, 
but were released the next 
morning. 

Six wrestlers from the Pope 
John Wrestler Club placed in 
the 1992 Huskerland State kids 
Wrestling Championship at 
the Bob Devaney Sports Center 
in Lincoln.  They were among 
2000 wrestlers competing in the 
meet. 

By Jessie Reestman

Letting go of
‘mom guilt’

See COBB, Page  Six

Sunday. This year’s date is Sunday, April 10. Social hour will 
begin at 5 p.m. with dinner to be served at 6:30 p.m. The event will 
be held at Werner Hall in Petersburg.

Tickets can be purchased by contacting the school during 
regular business hours.

From Page One

Roncalli



 Volume 139, Wednesday, 
March 30, 2022 

Number 27

Published weekly on 
Wednesday at Elgin, NE 68636
Entered at the Elgin Post Office 

and Periodicals Postage 
Paid at Elgin, NE 68636

Telephone: (402) 843-5500

ER Publishing LLC
Dennis L. & Lynell M. Morgan

Publishers and Editors
 

President Joe Biden, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 
20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:
www.senate.gov

Senator Ben Sasse: 386A Senate 
Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart 

Senate Office Bldg., Washington D.C. 

Numbers To Know About Us
20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: 
(202) 228-1325.

U.S. House Website:
www.house.gov

Representative Adrian Smith: 503 
House Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 
20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. 
Fax: (202) 225-0207. E-mail: http:///
www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website
www.unicam.state.ne.us

Governor Pete Ricketts: Executive 
Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: ((402) 471-2244.
Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley: 

Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 94863, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 
471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Tim 

Gragert: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: 
tbriese@leg.ne.gov.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
BY MAIL

Antelope, Boone, Wheeler counties 
(except Ewing and Tilden) $35
Elsewhere in NE $40
Out Of State $45

ATTENTION POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: 

The Elgin Review, PO Box 359, 
Elgin, NE 68636

Elgin 
 Review

The
Award Winning 

Newspaper
2021

Online: www.elginreview.com 
Email: elginreview@yahoo.com

4 Opinion
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 

The Elgin Review

Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith See GRAGERT, Page 11

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

It’s almost over but the shouting. What, exactly, 
has the 2022 Nebraska Legislature accomplished 
so far?  

While debate over equitable distribution of  pan-
demic relief  funds, tax cuts for the rich and prison 
reform have grabbed the headlines; lawmakers 
have also passed some noteworthy legislation that 
will impact Nebraskans for years to come.

Politics and shots.
Passed, signed into law and already on the books 

is a measure (LB906e), which allows Nebraskans to 
claim medical or religious exemption from coro-
navirus vaccination requirements in most work-
places.   

Anti-mandate Governor 
Pete Ricketts said sweeping 
Covid vaccine mandates 
fail to account for individu-
als’ medical conditions and 
religious convictions. He 
lauded Sen. Ben Hansen 
of  Blair and his colleagues 
for taking action to give 
Nebraskans an avenue 
to claim this exemption 
despite the federal attitude 
about mandates.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and Human 
Services has created a vac-
cine exemption form good 
only for Covid-19 related 
cases. The form can also 
be used for medical exemp-
tion, provided a healthcare 
practitioner has signed a 
statement that coronavirus 

vaccination is inadvisable or ought to be delayed 
given the individual’s medical condition.

The vaccine exemption applies to employers 
of  one or more persons, including State agencies 
and political subdivisions. It does not apply to the 
federal government, tribal governments, or work-
ers covered by the federal Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) vaccine mandate. 

Death and taxes.
Nebraska’s Inheritance Tax rates are reduced, 

and exemptions increased under (LB310) spon-
sored by Sen. Rob Clements of  Elmwood in search 
of  continued improvement of  the state tax struc-
ture. Clements said allowing people to keep more 
of  their inheritance will increase capital forma-
tion and encourage economic growth. Reducing 
rates and increasing exemptions creates a fairer 
and more reasonable tax, which in turn decreases 
the incentive for some Nebraska residents to move 
to another state. 

Currently, Nebraska is one of  only six states that 
still levy inheritance taxes. Over the last 27 years, 
Nebraska has averaged around five percent annual 
compound growth in total inheritance tax revenue. 
The new law resets the revenue to the amount 
it would have been with two and a half  percent 
inflation. The rates would be reduced in each of  
the three inheritance tax categories by half  while 
exemption would be increased. These changes 
would take place over a phase-in period of  three 
years and cost county governments as estimated 
$70 million a year in lost revenue.

Home grown.
Nebraska’s highly successful Farm-to-School 

Program, enacted last year, will now include early 
childhood education programs under (LB758) the 
measure passed and signed into law this session.   
The program allows Nebraska-grown food prod-
ucts to be used for school meals and snacks, in-
cluding use of  appropriate preservation methods 
by school nutrition staff  for use later in the school 
year. The laudable goal of  the program provides 
for the purchase of  locally and regionally pro-
duced or processed food to improve child nutrition 
and strengthen local and regional farm economies. 
Hats off  to Sen. Tom Brandt of  Plymouth for see-
ing this one through.

Increasing demand?
It would be easier for funeral directors, embalm-

ers and apprentice embalmers to obtain a license 
under a measure (LB704) offered by Sen. Matt 
Williams of  Gothenburg. The funeral director and 
embalmer would be required to have earned 40 
hours of  college credit, as opposed to the current 
60 hours. 

The bill would also change the hours required 
from six accounting hours to twelve business 
hours: and from eight hours of  chemistry to four 
hours of  chemistry. Apprentice license require-
ments would require the applicant have completed 
20 of  the 40 required hours, as opposed to the cur-
rent 39 of  60 hours.  

Mr. Clean.
A working group creating a proposal to the U.S. 

Department of  Energy to select Nebraska as one 
of  four regional clean hydrogen hubs is in place 
under a bill (LB1099) sponsored by Sen. Bruce 
Bostelman of  Brainard. The state Department of  
Economic Development will oversee the group 
appointed by the governor from representatives of  
manufacturing or industry, agriculture, transpor-
tation, and energy. It also may include a represen-
tative of  a clean hydrogen manufacturer.

Prescription Management.
Also passed (LB767) introduced by Sen. Mark 

Kolterman of  Seward to establish licensure and 
regulation standards for pharmacy benefit manag-
ers — companies that manage prescription drug 
benefits on behalf  of  health insurers — by the 

county they serve. The county surveyor serves in 
multiple roles in most Nebraska counties, includ-
ing that of  surveyor, county engineer, and county 
highway superintendent.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

state Department of  Insurance.
Move the stakes.
(LB791) from Kearney Sen. John Lowe would 

increase the population threshold for requiring 
appointment of  a county surveyor from 60,000 to 
100,000. 

The qualifications and role of  the county survey-
or are set in part based on the population of  the 

Lawmakers have passed some legislative bills so far Working late to
fix the budget

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

The Legislature gave second-
round approval to the budget 
bills this past week, working late 
each evening. This will allow 
the budget to be read on Final 
Reading next week, meeting the 
requirement to have it passed 
by the 50th legislative day. The 
budget provides funding to cover 
salary increases recently negoti-
ated with the union and the state 
for employees at correctional 
facilities and other 24/7 facilities 
that were experiencing danger-
ous staffing shortages. Worker 
shortages and competition 
also necessitated provider rate 
increases for nursing homes, be-
havior health providers, develop-
mental disability providers, and 
juvenile justice providers. Very 
few adjustments were made to 
the Appropriations Committee’s 
recommended budget.

The Appropriations Committee 
also submitted their recommen-
dations for spending the fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds in the committee 
amendments to LB 1014. LB 1014, 
as introduced, contained the gov-
ernor’s proposals for spending 
the $1.04 billion in federal fund-
ing resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The majority of  the 
recommendations from the com-
mittee mirrored the governor’s 
suggestions. Both the governor 

and the 
committee 
recom-
mended 
$100 mil-
lion in 
funding 
for shovel-
ready capi-
tal projects, 
funding for 
workforce 
housing, 
workforce 
develop-
ment in 
community 
colleges, as-
sistance to 
small and 
medium 
meat pro-

cessors, and funding for a Rural 
Health Complex at UNK. 

Unlike the Governor, the 
Appropriations Committee 
recommended $55 million for 
competitive wages for providers 
of  developmental disabilities ser-
vices similar to the pay rate for 
State of  Nebraska employees who 
recently received a significant 
raise due to severe staff  shortag-
es. Furthermore, $55 million was 
recommended for supplemental 
incentive payments for direct 
care staff  employed at licensed 
and Medicaid-certified nursing 
home facilities.  The Appropria-
tions Committee also included 
$150 million for qualified census 
tracts, to be used for entrepre-
neurship, housing, employment, 
job creation, and small business 
assistance. This is meant to help 
North and South Omaha. 

Since there is a set amount 
of  federal ARPA funding, the 
Speaker of  the Legislature re-
quired senators offering amend-
ments to LB 1014, to also specify 
which program(s) would be cut 
in order to fund their proposal. 
Only a couple of  amendments 
were successful, adding funding 
for additional mental health care 
capacity, nurses scholarships, 
and loan repayments for health 
professionals. 

I was able to obtain $7 mil-
lion in ARPA funding for the 
Cedar Knox Rural Water Project 
through a successful amendment 
to LB 1014. The Governor had 
included $60 million for drink-
ing water projects in his recom-
mendations, even mentioning 
the Cedar Knox Rural Water 
Project in his State of  the State 
address. However, the Appropria-
tions Committee did not include 
it in their recommendations, but 
did work with me on finding a 
revenue source for my amend-

See SMITH, Page 11

In an era of  partisanship and polarization, 
compromise can be hard to come by. Bills that can 
garner enough support to clear the U.S. Senate’s 
60-vote threshold for legislation are the exception, 
not the norm. 

It is even more rare to find a bill that all 100 
members of  the Senate can get behind, but we re-
cently did just that when the Senate voted unani-

mously to pass my Data 
Mapping to Save Moms’ 
Lives Act. 

I introduced this bill last 
year, along with one of  my 
colleagues on the other side 
of  the aisle, Senator Jacky 
Rosen. In both Nebraska and 
her home state of  Nevada, 
there are large areas where 
expectant mothers do not 
have access to the maternal 
care they need. In Nebraska, 
for example, more than 
4,000 babies are born each 
year to parents who live in 
counties with no OBGYN or 
certified nurse-midwife. In 
these mostly rural parts of  
our states, health outcomes 
for moms and their children 
often suffer as a result.

According to the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services, as many as 40 percent of  women 
do not visit their doctor for a checkup after giving 
birth, often because they live too far away. And 
women who give birth in rural areas suffer from 
“higher rates of  life-threatening complications 
during or after childbirth than mothers in urban 
cities,” reported a 2019 study by the University of  
Michigan.

All women should have access to the health 
care they and their babies need, no matter where 

they live. Thankfully, innovative new technologies 
can bring potentially life-saving health care and 
checkups into the homes of  even the most isolated 
patients – but you need a reliable internet connec-
tion.

The Data Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act 
would direct the FCC to map the areas in our 
country that both lack broadband service and 
have high rates of  poor maternal health outcomes. 
After incorporating this data into a broadband 
health mapping tool they already use, the FCC 
will be able to see which communities stand to 
benefit most from expanded access to broadband. 
Congress and the FCC will then be able to target 
resources for broadband deployment with this in 
mind.

Telehealth services have surged in popular-
ity in the past few years, partly as a result of  the 
pandemic, but we have only scratched the surface 
of  their potential. Beyond checkups for expectant 
moms, the future of  telehealth is allowing doctors 
to look at x-rays, diagnose illnesses, and monitor 
their patients’ vital signs, all from hundreds of  
miles away. But for those who live in areas without 
a reliable broadband connection, none of  this is 
possible. More than 50,000 women suffer from se-
vere complications related to pregnancy each year, 
and those who live in rural areas are especially at 
risk. During pregnancy and postpartum, minor 
symptoms can turn into life-threatening situations 
if  they are not caught soon enough. 

When something as basic as broadband access 
can make the difference between life and death for 
these mothers, it is clear that we need to do some-
thing to help.

This bill is just common-sense, and it would 
make a real difference for so many women who 
don’t live near their doctors. I look forward to 
working with Senator Rosen to make sure the Data 
Mapping to Save Moms’ Lives Act is signed into 
law soon.

Saving mom’s lives through broadband

National Agriculture Week provides 
a great opportunity to recognize the 
strength and resiliency of  Nebraska’s 
agriculture producers. The Third 
District is the nation’s leading congres-
sional district in both total number of  
farms and market value of  products 
sold. Nebraskans’ dedication and inge-
nuity are second to none; however, all 
Americans are currently facing historic 
inflation. Rising costs, especially when 
it comes to fertilizer and fuel, are hit-
ting the agriculture community par-
ticularly hard.

According to the American Automo-
bile Association (AAA), the average 
price per gallon of  gasoline in Nebras-

A growing crisis looms before us
ka has increased nearly 38 percent since 
this time last year, and diesel prices 
have risen by more than 50 percent. 
Farmers and ranchers are already 
forced to devote an outsized portion 
of  their income to energy costs, and 
shocks like this are unsustainable.

The energy crisis also impacts pro-
ducers by aggravating existing supply 
chain problems and further inflating 
other input costs. For example, rising 
diesel prices are hampering the rail in-
dustry’s ability to ship last year’s grain, 
even as railroads battle workforce 
shortages and the aftermath of  2021 
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Jason Norbert Meis (Lil-
ith), 36, of  Grand Island, NE, 
died Saturday, March 19, 2022. 
Mass of  Christian burial was 

held Saturday, 
March 26, 2022, 
10:30 a.m. at St. 
Leo’s Catholic 
Church. The 
Rev. Donald A. 
Buhrman was  
the celebrant, 
assisted by 
Deacon Wil-
liam Buchta. 
Visitation was 

Friday, March 25, 2022, from 
4 - 7 p.m. at the church, with a 
vigil service at 7 p.m. Crema-
tion  followed the services. 
Inurnment will be in the Grand 
Island City Cemetery, at a later 
date. In lieu of  flowers memori-
als are suggested to the family 
for designation at a later time. 
A video may be viewed and 

Jason (Lilith) Meis, 36
Extremely competitive, she earned a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the University of Nebraska.

memories may be shared at 
www.curranfuneralchapel.com 
under Jason’s (Lilith) obituary. 
Curran Funeral Chapel is as-
sisting the family. 

*****
Jason (Lilith) was born July 

18, 1985, in Grand Island, NE, 
to Clyde J. and Rosemary A. 
(Beckman) Meis. As a child 
Jason (Lilith) was always 
found outside playing with the 
neighborhood crew. She en-
joyed camping and could start 
a campfire with her eyes shut. 
Jason (Lilith) enjoyed many 
scouting activities especially 
camping trips to Philmont and 
Ben Delatour. Jason (Lilith) 
was one of  four scouts to re-
vamp GICC’s circle drive. Upon 
completion, the rank of  Eagle 
Scout was achieved. 

She attended Gates Elemen-
tary and graduated from Grand 
Island Central Catholic in 2004. 

Jason (Lilith) was actively 
involved in athletics, fine arts, 
and was student body presi-
dent as a senior. She continued 
her education at University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln completing 
a Bachelor’s degree in Interna-
tional Business in 2008 and a 
Master’s in Business Adminis-
tration in 2011. She was an avid 
Husker fan and loved all things 
scarlet and cream.

Jason (Lilith) loved spending 
time with her family. Together 
they enjoyed road trips, cruis-
es, and international travel. 
Some of  the most memorable 

trips were to Italy, China, Hong 
Kong, Alaska and the Carib-
bean. 

Through these travels she 
loved finding the local’s fa-
vorite spots, and no food was 
ever too spicy. She enjoyed 
exploring craft breweries with 
friends and family and was 
always up for an adventure. 

She had a brilliant mind, ex-
ceptional wit and a contagious 
laugh. 

Jason (Lilith) was extremely 
competitive and an ardent per-
fectionist. Playing video games 
connected her with friends and 

Obituary

others around the world. She 
enjoyed family game nights, 
holiday gatherings, reading, 
history and movies. Jason 
(Lilith) adored her French 
Bulldog, Phoebe. She was 
always intrigued with the latest 
technology and enjoyed helping 
others troubleshoot tech issues. 
Jason came out to her family as 
transgender in 2020 and chose 
the name Lilith. 

Those left to cherish her 
memory include parents, Clyde 
and Rosemary Meis of  Grand 
Island, NE.

Younger sisters, Janel Meis 

of  Overland Park, KS, Jodie 
Meis (Ryan Miller) of  San 
Diego, CA, and Jessica Meis 
(Christian Habib) of  Austin, 
TX.

She is also survived by her 
grandfather, Thomas Meis of  
Elgin, NE and many family and 
friends.

Jason (Lilith) is preceded in 
death by her maternal grand-
parents, Norbert Beckman, 
Mary Rose Beckman-Schainost, 
Stanley Schainost, paternal 
grandmothers, Mary Meis, 
Barbara Meis and uncle, Roger 
Meis.

Death Notices
Terrence “Terry” C. Henn, 75 of  Elgin, passed away Sunday, 

March 27, 2022, at Faith Regional Hospital in Norfolk, NE.
A Mass of  Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m. Friday, April 1, 

2022, at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Elgin, with Rev. Kevin 
Vogel officiating. Burial to follow in the parish cemetery. Visita-
tion will be 5 - 7 p.m. Thursday at the church, with a 7 p.m. wake 
service.

Levander Funeral Home of  Elgin is in charge of  the arrange-
ments.

*****
Rudolph “Rudy” G. Starman, 90, of  Petersburg, passed away 

on Sunday, March 27, 2022 at Arbor Care Rehabilitation Center, 
Neligh.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
2, 2022 at St. Bonaventure Catholic Church in Raeville, with Rev. 
Bernard Starman officiating. 

Burial will follow in the parish cemetery with military rites by 
American Legion Post 229 and VFW Post 5816 of  Elgin. 

Visitation will be 5-7 p.m. Friday at the church, with a 7 p.m. 
wake service. 

Levander Funeral Home of  Elgin is in charge of  arrangements. 
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.levanderfuneral-
home.com.

Kim Bejot (l) and Dr. Randy Neuharth (r) were cli-
nicians at the NVC Band Clinic earlier this month at 
Bartlett. Photos submitted

Wheeler Central band students Makayla McCain 
(l) and Haley Borwege (r) participated in the NVC 
Band Clinic held in Bartlett on March 21. 

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler Central hosted the 

NVC Conference Band Clinic 
at Bartlett on March 21 with 
108 student musicians attend-
ing. 

Schools participating were: 
Stuart, West Holt, Keya Paha, 
Boyd County, Rock County, 
Chambers and Wheeler Cen-
tral.  

Students arrived at Wheeler 
Central at 12:00 p.m. with the 
first rehearsals starting at 
12:30. 

Honor band clinician was 
Dr. Randy Neuharth of  Nor-
folk. Conference band clini-
cian was Ms. Kim Bejot of  
Ainsworth.  

Music instructors attending 
the event were Eric Dalavaris 
of  West Holt, Christi Knoetzel 
of  Rock County, Doug Erb 
of  Stuart, Taylor Stetch of  
Chambers, Heidi Nelson of  
Keya Paha, Denise Hausman 
of  Boyd County as well as 
Sherry Tetschner of  Wheeler 
Central. 

An evening concert was 

Bartlett News
held with the public invited. 

Selections played by the 
Conference Band were  Call to 
Glory, The Steel Mill and Get-
tysburg. Selections presented 
by the Honor Band were:  

Conquest, Midnight Escape, In 
Late November and Military 
Escort. 

Individual school pieces 
were Wheeler Central Band 
students Makayla McCain and 

Haley Borwege performing  a 
clarinet duet Sawmill Creek, 
Boyd County Band with the 
well known selection Eye of  

See NEWS, Page Six
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“This year, the American 
Cancer Society estimates 
the number of  new cases of  
colorectal cancer to be diag-
nosed will be over 150,000 in 
the U.S.,” said Dr. Roger Rudl-
off. 

Colorectal cancer is a term 
used to refer to cancer that 
develops in the colon and/or 
rectum, added Dr. Rudloff. In 
most people, colorectal cancers 
develop slowly over a period of  
several years. Before a cancer 
develops, a non-cancerous 
growth of  tissue or tumor, 
called a polyp, usually devel-
ops. A polyp develops on the 
lining of  the colon or rectum 
and may eventually change 
into cancer. Once cancer forms 
within a polyp, it can eventu-
ally begin to grow into the 
wall of  the colon or rectum. 

When this happens, the cancer 
cells can spread into blood or 
lymph vessels and travel to 
other parts of  the body causing 
metastasis. That is why early 
detection of  colorectal cancer 
is critical. 

For the past 20 years, the rate 
of  colorectal cancer deaths for 
Americans age 50 and older 
has been declining, said Dr. 
Rudloff. This is due to the 
early detection and removal of  
polyps before they develop into 
cancer and the early detection 
of  colorectal cancer when it is 
easier to treat. In addition, its 
treatment has improved over 
the last few decades.  

Despite the decline of  the 
disease in Americans over 50, 
the rates among those younger 
than 50 (including ages 30 – 40) 
have increased significantly, 
added Dr. Rudloff. Changes 
in lifestyle and dietary habits 

over past decades are linked to 
this increase. 

Risk factors for developing 
colorectal cancer include age 
(over 50 years), a family his-
tory of  colorectal cancer and 
a personal history of  colorec-
tal cancer, polyps or chronic 
inflammatory bowel disease. 
Other risk factors include a 
diet high in animal sources, 
heavy intake of  alcohol, obe-
sity, smoking, physical inactiv-
ity and diabetes. 

Overall, unhealthy dietary 
patterns and sedentary life-
styles are linked to a higher 
risk of  both colorectal cancer 
and excess weight gain. Foods 
with high-glycemic carbohy-
drates are more prevalent to-
day than in the past and linked 
to the increased risks. These 
foods include sugar, honey, 
candy, white bread, pastries 
and packaged breakfast cere-

als. Eating low-sugar, high-
fiber foods with plenty of  raw 
and fresh fruits and vegetables 
are “key” for reducing cancer 
risk and staying healthy. 

The early stages of  colorectal 
cancer usually have no symp-
toms, Dr. Rudloff  said. That is 
why routine screening begin-
ning at age 50 is so important. 
Individuals with inflammatory 
bowel disease or a family his-
tory of  colon cancer or polyps 
should talk to their health 
care provider about getting 
screened earlier. 

Signs and symptoms of  
colorectal cancer usually ap-
pear only with more advanced 
stages of  the disease. They 
include weakness and fatigue, 
a change in bowel habits and 
rectal bleeding or blood in the 
stool. Other symptoms include 
cramping, steady abdominal 
pain or feeling the need to have 

a bowel movement that is not 
relieved by doing so. If  they 
are experienced, you should 
see your health care provider 
immediately. 

Doctor Rudloff says routine colorectal screening saves lives

Dr. Roger Rudloff

Last week Erin McKown, 
DScPAS, PA-C announced 
her resignation from Boone 

County Health 
Center (BCHC) 
at the monthly 
medical staff  
meeting. “Erin 
has been an 
integral part of  
Boone County 
Health Center 
for many years. 
She has a dedi-
cated patient 
following. We 
are committed 
to continu-

ing to meet the needs of  her 
patients and the communities 
she served,” said Tanya Sharp, 
BCHC’s CEO.

McKown has accepted a posi-
tion as an Assistant Professor 
with the Physician Assistant 
Program at Creighton Univer-
sity School of  Medicine.  She 
recently received her doctoral 
degree in 2020 from the Massa-
chusetts College of  Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences with a 
concentration in educational 
leadership.  

McKown resigns to pursue opportunity as professor

Erin
McKown

This degree prepared her to 
further her career in academic 
medicine. 

The last day McKown will be 
seeing patients is June 6th. “As 
I leave the rural area and clini-
cal practice, I will forever be 
grateful for the opportunities 
and experiences I have had. 
These have shaped my career 
and provided me with the plat-
form to teach future medical 
professionals the importance 
of  excellent quality, personable 
care,” said McKown.  She and 
her family will be moving to 
the Omaha area following her 
resignation.

After graduating from the 
University of  Nebraska Col-
lege of  Medicine in 2000, McK-
own practiced at the Callaway 
District Hospital in Callaway, 
Nebraska, before joining the 
medical staff  at BCHC in 2003.  
“In the 18 years of  being Erin’s 
supervising physician her 
standards of  quality patient 
care and clinical judgment 
have been outstanding. I am 
proud of  her recent doctoral 
achievement which she can use 
to educate future providers and 

advocate for rural health,” said 
Lynette Kramer, Chief  Medical 
Officer at BCHC. 

Letters have been sent out 
to patients who have identi-
fied McKown as their Primary 
Care Provider notifying them 
of  her resignation.  McKown 
saw patients at both the Boone 
County and Newman Grove 

Medical Clinics. “I have confi-
dence in our medical staff  and 
entrust that my patients will 
continue to receive excellent 
quality care,” said McKown. 
Patients are asked to designate 
another primary care provider 
at BCHC by calling their local 
clinic.

been a working mom the whole 
time and boy have I felt guilty 
about it.  In the summers, the 
kids would ask why they had to 
go to daycare when other kids 
got to stay home.  Every time 
there is a field trip, and they 
are asking for volunteers, it 
means having to take the day 
off  work to attend.  

I’ve had to remind myself  of  
why I go to work every day.  I 
go to work to help provide for 
my family.  It allows the kids to 
go to summer camps with our 
church, buy new gear for all 
the sports they play, and take 
family vacations together.  I go 
to work to put a roof  over their 
head and food in their bellies.

I think that’s what us moth-
ers need to focus on.  We need 
to do our best each day and 
give ourselves grace when 

From Page Three
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we mess up.  We need to stop 
comparing ourselves to other 
moms who have completely 
different situations.  And who, 
honestly, probably struggle too 
but only post the good stuff  
online.

I have a long way to go 
when it comes to mom guilt.  I 
constantly ask myself  if  I’m 
completely damaging their self-
esteem or if  I’m doing enough 
to promote strong work ethic.  
I wonder if  I tell them I love 
them enough or spend enough 
quality time.

None of  us are perfect, I’ll 
be the first one to admit that.  
However, if  we love our chil-
dren and we do what’s best for 
them then we need to let all the 
other stuff  go.  Fellow mom-
mas, you are awesome.  Stop 
with the self-shaming and let 
your love outweigh your guilt.

the Tiger and Stuart’s band 
playing the upbeat piece Dia-
mond Joe’s Riviera Club.

“Guest clinicians Randy 
and Kim did an excellent job 
preparing students for the 
concert. I am so glad they said 
yes when I was looking for 
clinicians,” Tetschner said.  

Wheeler Central’s Prom was 
held Saturday evening. 

The junior class, which con-
sists of  five boys, did an excel-
lent job planning this event.

The grand march consisted 
of  lovely young ladies with 
beautiful dresses and sharp 
looking young men, many 
dressed with suit attire.

From Page Five
News
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BACKFLOW PREVENTION 
AND THE CONSUMER

Helping Keep Our Water Safe!! 
Nebraska’s Safe Drinking Water 
Act requires water systems to 
implement an on-going cross 
connection control program. An 
important part of this program is 
public education. It is believed 
that a well-informed public will 
be more aware of the possibility 
of cross connections within their 
property and will take reasonable 
and sensible precautions to avoid 
creating cross connections on 
their property. This brochure is 
intended to explain what a cross 
connection is, what causes it, 
what some of the consequences 
can be, and how it can be 
prevented.

What is cross connection?
A cross connection occurs 

whenever there is an actual or 
potential physical connection 
between the public drinking 
water system and any possible 
source of contamination.

Sources of contamination 
can include both high hazard 
materials, which can cause 

illness or death, and low or non-
hazardous materials which are 
mainly just a nuisance and can 
cause the water to look, taste 
or smell unpleasant. Although 
the high hazards are the primary 
concern in a cross connection 
control program, your water 
utility strives to provide both 
safe and good quality water to 
its customers. Whenever there 
is a loss of pressure in the 
public water supply, these cross 
connections can allow unsafe 
substances to enter the public 
water supply.

What causes cross 
connections?

Cross connections can be 
caused by both permanent and 
temporary “piping”. An example 
of a cross connection being 
permanently piped in is the 
drain on a water softener. Many 
times these discharge lines 
are connected directly to the 
sewer line without any type of 
protection. Hot tub and whirlpool 
fill pipes and swimming pool and 
broiler make-up lines are other 
examples of permanently piped 

cross connections.
The most common example 

of a temporary piped cross 
connection is the common 
garden hose. It is estimated that 
90% of all cross connections are 
caused by the inappropriate use 
of garden hoses. Garden hoses 
are frequently used to apply 
fertilizer and pesticides to lawns 
and gardens. They are also used 
to fill swimming pools, wash 
cars, and in rural areas, they 
are often used to fill stock tanks 
for watering cattle, horses, and 
other livestock.

Other temporary piping cross 
connections occur when hoses 
are used to fill waterbeds or are 
connected to utility sinks to fill 
wash tubs or mop buckets.

What are the consequences of 
cross connections?

The consequences of cross 
connections can range from 
something as simple as “dirty 
water” to something as severe 
as serious illness or even death. 
There are many recorded 
instances of non-hazardous 
contamination of public water 

Backflow Prevention — City of Elgin
supplies caused by cross 
connections. In one case, a line 
used for cleaning a distilling vat 
in a wine bottling company was 
left open, and an entire vat of 
wine flowed back into the public 
water system. Although this was 
not a health hazard, and most 
of the customers liked the water 
they drank, this cross connection 
could have had far deadlier 
results if it had been something 
other than wine in the vat.

There are many instances 
recorded where people have 
been made seriously ill or even 
died due to cross connections. 
There have been cases where 
dysentery diarrhea, hepatitis and 
even polio have been contracted 
as a direct result of a cross 
connection.

How can cross connections be 
prevented?

The best way to prevent cross 
connections is for each customer 
to examine the plumbing on 
their premises and look for 
any permanent or temporary 
piped cross connections. Any 
time there is the possibility of a 

cross connection between the 
water supply and any hazardous 
or unknown substance, there 
should be an air gap between the 
faucet and the questionable use.

In cases where this is not 
possible, as with a garden hose, 
a proper backflow prevention 
device or assembly should 
be installed on the supply 
faucet. This will protect both 
the public water supply and the 
inhabitants of the building from 
contamination.

In situations where extremely 
high hazards exist in a building 
or location, it is sometimes 
necessary to contain that entire 
system from the public water 
supply with a backflow preventer 
to protect the public water supply 
from the substances being used 
on that site.

What you can do to prevent 
cross connections and keep your 
drinking water safe?

1. Check your faucets to be 
sure that all faucet endpoints are 
above the flood level of the sink, 
tub, basin, or other apparatus 
they supply.

2. Protect faucet extensions 
by installing proper backflow 
prevention devices (i.e. hose bib 
vacuum breakers) on all faucets 
capable of having a hose or other 
extension attached.

3. Check drain lines (refrigerator 
drink dispensers, water 
softeners, heat exchangers, etc.) 
to be sure there is an adequate 
air gap between the drain line 
and the floor drain or sewer line 
into which they discharge.

4. Never use unprotected 
faucets to fill non-drinking water 
containers (i.e. water beds, 
wading pools, stock tanks, hot 
tubs, etc.)

Following these guide lines 
and using common sense will 
help to eliminate the possibility of 
you contaminating your drinking 
water, your neighbor’s drinking 
water and your community’s 
drinking water. This not only 
affects the residents of your 
community, but their visitors and 
those people who are passing 
through.
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
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hurricane and flooding dam-
age to coastal ports. The U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture’s 
Grain Transportation Report 
indicated for the week end-
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ing March 21, the U.S. average 
diesel fuel price was $5.134 per 
gallon, more than 60 percent 
above the same week last year.

Additionally, according to 
the British commodity consul-
tant group CRU, global fertil-

izer prices are up 30 percent 
since the beginning of  2022. 
This market strain is caused, 
in part, by Russia’s invasion 
of  Ukraine and subsequent 
suspension of  outgoing fertil-
izer trade. According to the 

U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization, last year Rus-
sia was the world’s leading 
exporter of  nitrogen fertilizers 
and the second-largest supplier 
of  both potassic and phospho-
rous fertilizers. While this has 
an immediate impact on input 
costs for producers, the long-
term impact on yields and food 
prices will be felt for years to 
come.

With pressures mounting on 
all sides, America’s need for 
energy independence is being 
underscored. Only an all-of-
the-above energy plan will 
meet our needs and confront 
the challenges facing the 

world, and we would be fool-
ish not to take full advantage 
of  biofuel opportunities. I was 
pleased to see the Biden admin-
istration is considering relax-
ing restrictions on year-round 
E15 sales. Still, it has been both 
predictable and disappoint-
ing to see how the president’s 
ill-conceived promises to shut 
down domestic oil produc-
tion have burdened American 
households. Since killing the 
potential for thousands of  
jobs and nearly 1 million more 
barrels of  oil a day from the 
Keystone XL Pipeline on his 
first day in office, President 
Biden has also deliberately and 

repeatedly acted to gut federal 
gas and oil leasing. If  the pres-
ident would unleash American 
oil and gas, he would not have 
to beg Saudi Arabia for oil or 
consider lifting oil sanctions 
on the corrupt Venezuelan 
regime. As the cost to pro-
duce food rises, scarcity hurts 
those most vulnerable. A 
global food shortage is loom-
ing, and at the G7 and NATO 
summit in Belgium, President 
Biden acknowledged this. The 
American heartland is work-
ing hard to meet demand. The 
best thing the president can do 
is work for them, not against 
them.

Local News
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The Cedar Knox Rural Water 
Project is overseen by the 

Lewis and Clark NRD and has 
over 900 rural service connec-
tions, serving two SIDs, three 
housing developments, five 
campgrounds and four commu-
nities – Crofton, Fordyce, St. 
Helena and Obert.

 This regional system treats 
surface water from the Lewis 
and Clark Lake. However, the 
intake structure is expected 
to be inundated by sediment 
in approximately 20 years and 
the approaching sediment is 
causing an increase in organic 
material drawn into the intake 
that must be treated. 

Furthermore, production 
capacity of  the treatment plant 
and portions of  the distribu-
tion system are at or near their 
maximum sustainable levels. 
This funding will be used to 
assist with the cost of  develop-
ing a groundwater source and 
a treatment plant. 

I emphasized to senators 
the importance of  having an 
adequate drinking water sup-
ply prior to potential increased 
population and infrastruc-
ture due to the exciting STAR 
WARS project proposed in 
northern Knox County. 

LB 933, introduced by Sena-
tor Joni Albrecht, would pro-
hibit abortions in Nebraska if  
Roe v. Wade is overturned this 
summer by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

A public hearing was held 
on LB 933 before the Judiciary 
Committee on February 24. 
However, the bill is stuck in 
committee, without enough 
votes to advance. 

I, along with twenty-two of  
my colleagues, signed on as a 
co-sponsor of  this legislation. 
Speaker Hilgers has desig-
nated it as his priority bill. On 
March 25th, Senator Albrecht 
offered a motion to pull LB 933 
from committee and place it on 
General File. Her motion was 
successful.

As we enter our final weeks 
of  this legislative session, I en-
courage you to contact me with 
your opinions on the legisla-
tion before us. 

I can be reached at District 
#40, P.O. Box 94604, State 
Capitol, Lincoln, NE  68509. My 
email address is tgragert@leg.
ne.gov and my telephone num-
ber is (402) 471-2801

End of the season awards were handed out earlier this month to the Wolfpack dance team. Letter 
winners this year were (front row, l-r) Kaitey Schumacher, Olivia Klein and Eliza Borer. Back row: 
Emily Mlnarik, Ashlynne Charf, Kaylee Ramold, Taylynne Charf and Brenna Martinsen. Mlnarik was 
recognized with an award for ‘best leadership’ while Ramold received the award for ‘most energetic 
dance.’ E-R photos/DMorgan

Wolfpack dance awards

Taylor Beckman (l) and Brian Heithoff (r) were 
selected to play in the 2022 Class D All-State 
Band in Kearney on Saturday, March 19. They 
played in the Symphonic Band under the direction 
of Mrs. Chiyo Trauernicht. She is a native of Chi-
ba, Japan, and is currently the Instrumental Mu-
sic Teacher at Omaha Central High School. The 
Class D All-State Jazz Band and Wind Ensemble 
also performed.
(Below) EPS Band Members performed at the 
NVC East Band Clinic on Monday, March 21. In 
addition to their individual piece, Triton Fanfare 
by Robert W. Smith, the band members also per-
formed with the NVC Symphonic Band and Wind 
Ensemble, which were comprised of students from 
NVC East Schools. Photos submitted

Kerkman, Heithoff part of
Class D All-State Band
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Notice of Organization — K&S Collective, LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

K&S Collective LLC
To Whom It May Concern:
According to K&S Collective 

LLC Operating Agreement, the 
members of K&S Collective LLC, 
are as follows:

Kara Melissa Funk
Shaley Dianne Dirks

The authority, rights and duties 
of the members are set forth 
in the Company’s Operating 
Agreement.

Furthermoroe, LegalZoom 

resigns as organizer for the 
Company effective upon the date 
of this letter.

Yours sincerely,
LegalZoom, Inc.

Cheyenne Moseley
Authorized Representative

Agreed to on: March 8, 2002
By: Kara M. Funk
Representative
PUBLISH: March 16, 23 & 30, 
2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 

THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2022
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 

Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

April 5, 2022 at 9:00 AM
 April 12, 2022 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 

public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners Ordinance #665 — City of Elgin
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
OF ORDINANCE NO. 665

IN PAMPHLET FORM
Public notice is hereby given 

that a meeting of the City Coun-
cil of the City of Elgin, Nebraska, 
held at 12:00 p.m. on March 23, 
2022, there was passed and 
adopted Ordinance No. 665 en-
titled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF ELGIN, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA, GRANT-
ING A NON-EXCLUSIVE FRAN-
CHISE TO STEALTH BROAD-
BAND, LLC, ITS SUCCESSORS 

AND ASSIGNS TO CON-
STRUCT, OPERATE AND MAIN-
TAIN A FIBER OPTIC COM-
MUNICATION SYSTEM IN THE 
CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA; 
SETTING FORTH CONDITIONS 
ACCOMPANYING THE GRANT 
OF FRANCHISE PROVIDING 
FOR REGULATIONS AND USE 
OF THE FIBER OPTIC COM-
MUNICATION SYSTEM; RE-
PEALING ALL ORDINANCES 
OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
PROVIDING WHEN THIS OR-

DINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL 
FORCE AND EFFECT; AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS ORDINANCE IN 
PAMPHLET FORM.

Said Ordinance has been pub-
lished in pamphlet form, and 
copies of said Ordinance as 
published in pamphlet form are 
available for inspection and dis-
tribution at the Offices of the City 
Clerk at the City Office.

Kristin L. Childers, City Clerk
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
Elgin City Council

Proceedings
March 23, 2022

The Elgin City Council met in 
special session on Wednesday, 
March 25, 2022, at 12:00 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

 Councilmembers present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-

son, Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• Suspend reading of ordinance 
665 the three different days

• Ordinance 665 Granting 

a non-exclusive franchise to 
Stealth Broadband, LLC

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• LB 840 Economic Develop-
ment Program

Special Meeting adjourned at 
1:25 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin 
City Council

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

March 24, 2022
The Elgin City Council met in 

special session on Thursday, 
March 24, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Jim Kittelson, Duane Miller, and 
Craig Niewohner. Mike Dvorak 
was absent.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

• Two interviews were conduct-
ed. Following the interviews, no 
action was taken.

Special Meeting adjourned at 
8:07 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Antelope County Planning 

Commission will hold a regular 
meeting on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 in the County Board meet-
ing room at the Antelope County 
Courthouse beginning at 2:00 
pm. The meeting is open to the 
public. All interested parties are 
welcome to attend.

A public hearing will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. to discuss possible 
changes to the Antelope County 
Comprehensive Development 
Plan and the Zoning Regulations.  

The agenda is kept continually 
current and is available for public 
inspection at the Zoning Office. 
For more information, contact 
Megan Wingate, Zoning Admin-
istrator at 402-887-4248 or Zon-
ing@AntelopeCounty.org.
PUBLISH: March 30, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — 
Antelope County

Planning Commission

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, April 4: Gou-
lash, cornbread, green 
beans, Jell-O w/pears, 
bread pudding, milk.

Tuesday, April 5: Beef  
& Noodle soup, carrots/
celery, cheese/crackers, 
peaches, milk.

Wednesday, April 6: Pigs 
in a blanket, tator tots, 
baked beans, grapes, milk.

Thursday, April 7: 
Baked chicken, scalloped 
potatoes, peas, applesauce, 
milk.

Friday, April 8: Tuna 
salad sandwich, macaroni 
salad, carrots/celery, 
apricots, milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  Serving starts at 
11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. 

Community 
Center Menus
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William
Heilhecker

Carter
Beckman

Jack
Wemhoff

Baylee
Busteed

Colton
Wright

Emily
Mlnarik

Samuel
Hemenway

Ashlynne
Charf

Keyera
Eisenhauer

Isabella
Smidt

Kaylee
Ramold

EPS, PJCC
place eleven
on Academic
All-State

The Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association (NSAA) 
is pleased to announce the 
student re-
cipients of  the 
Winter 2021-
2022 Nebraska 
Chiropractic 
Physicians 
Association 
(NCPA) Aca-
demic All-State 
Awards. 

Since 2006 
this NSAA 
AwardsPro-
gram has recog-
nized students 
who meet the 
criteria for 
nomination by 
their school in 
the season of  
their activity.
Each year the 
NSAA and the 
NCPA recognize 
students during 
Fall, Winter,and 
Spring Seasons 
who are nomi-
nated by their 
schools for 
their individ-
ual academic 
excellence, 
leadership,and 
significant 
contributions 
in their NSAA 
activity.

Selected from 
Elgin Public 
School were: 
Boys Basketball 
- Jack Wem-
hoff  & Colton 
Wright; Girls 
Basketball - 
Keyera Eisen-
hauer; Girls 
Wrestling - Isa-
bella Smidt; and 
Speech - Wil-
liam Heilhecker 
& Baylee Bust-
eed. Chosen 
from Pope John 
were: Girls Bas-
ketball - Ash-
lynne Charf; 
Wrestling - Sam 
Hemenway & 
Carter Beck-
man; and 
Speech - Kay-
lee Ramold & 
Emma Mlnarik.

Members of the Wolfpack girls track team are (front row, l-r) Olivia Klein, Kaitey Schumacher, Sharon 
Bartak, Jazmine McNally, Baylee Busteed and Juliana McNally. Middle row: Jamie Dozler, Eliza Borer, 
Callie Heithoff, Brenna Martinsen, Kate Furstenau, Skyler Meis and Taylynne Charf. Back row: Samantha 
Durre, Chloe Henn, Ashlynne Charf, Natalie Burenheide, Keyera Eisenhauer and Maddie Kolm. Not 
pictured: Elise Ruterbories. E-R photo/DMorgan

The Wolfpack boys track team this year includes (front row, l-r) Hudson Napier, Landon Kallhoff, Dylan 
Kolm, Kaeden Schwarting, Taylor Kerkman, Jack Wemhoff, Camryn Pelster and Shayd Rokahr. Back 
row: Collin Lindgren, Gage Thiessen, Blake Henn, Nick Anderson, Dylon Lueking, Colton Wright, Myles 
Kittelson and David Durre. E-R photo/DMorgan

Members of the Wolfpack golf team are (front row, l-r) Emma Kinney, Kali Dworak and Isabella Martinez. 
Back row: Ass’t. Coach Andrew Childers, Jack Barlow, Ethan Hinkle, Paiton Hoefer, Kellan Hoefer, Austin 
Good, Linus Borer, Matthew Dilly and Coach Trent Ostransky. E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ golf team

Boys track

Girls track

EPPJ Spring Sports Team Ready To Compete

At 6’4” inches, senior 
Colton Wright provided the 
Wolfpack boys presence with 
a dominating inside presence. 
EPPJ fans have known that 
for the past several years, now 
the entire state knows about 
Wright. On Sunday, the Omaha 
World-Herald and LIncoln 
Journal-Star daily newspapers 
announced its’ all-state boys 
basketball teams. Heading up 
the selection of  players to the 
all-state second team in both 
newspapers was Wright.

During the 2021-22 season, 
Wright was second on the 
Wolfpack team in scoring and 
led in rebounds and steals, 
producing a number of  double-
doubles during the season.

Receiving honorable 
mention in both newspapers 
was junior Paiton Hoefer.

Coaches nominate players 
and selections are made by the 
sports reporters.

Wright selected to LJS, OWH 
All-State Second Teams

Colton Wright

Hoefer receives honorable mention

The Wolfpack’s leader in 
three-point baskets this season, 
sophomore Keyera Eisenhauer 
woke up Sunday morning to 
learn she and a number of  
her teammates have earned 
postseason honors from 
the state’s two largest daily 

Eisenhauer earns spot on 
OWH All-State Second Team

Three other players receive 
honorable mention

Keyera Eisenhauer

newspapers.
The Omaha World-Herald 

(OWH) and the Lincoln 
Journal-Star (LJS) announced 
their all-state selections.

In Class D1, the OWH named 
Eisenhauer to its all-state 
second team. During the 
season, Eisenhauer averaged 
close to 14 points per game for 
the Wolfpack who finished the 
season with a 17-7 record.

Three of  her teammates 
(Skyler Meis, Taylynne Charf  
and Ashlynne Charf) received 
honorable mention from the 
OWH.

In the Lincoln newspaper, 
both Charfs, Meis and 
Eisenhauer received honorable 
mention. Coaches nominate 
players and selections are 
made by the sports reporters.

The date has been set 
for the end-of-the-season 
Wolfpack boys basketball 
banquet.

The event will be held on 
Monday evening, April 4.

The banquet is scheduled 
to begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
EPS gymnasium.

Boys basketball
banquet to be
Monday night
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Prom offers
life lessons

ELGIN — Lessons learned 
in schools don’t just happen 
overnight.

Sometimes a ‘life’ lesson can 
take place in just one night, in 
a matter of  hours. On Saturday 
night, for just the second time 
ever, juniors and seniors from 
Elgin Public and Pope John 
schools celebrated prom at the 
Knights of  Columbus Hall.

There’s the lead-up. Girls 
invest plenty of  time finding 
just the right dress. In rural 
Nebraska, there aren’t a lot of  
places that offer a selection of  
formal dresses. Color, sequins, 
hair, makeup and don’t forget 
the shoes, all have to come 
together to create a memory to 
last a lifetime. To accomplish 
this, there must be some level 
of  stress, something young 
men can’t full appreciate and 
never have to. Guys have it 

easy. 
Their 
main 
respon-
sibility is 
to coor-
dinate 
their 
tuxedo, 
necktie 
and 
pocket 
squares, 
to match 
their 
lady’s 
colors. 
When it 
all comes 
together, 
together 
they look 

like a modern day Ken and 
Barbie. In simpler terms, they 
want to stand out, not stick out.

The second lesson involves 
the most formal part of  the 
evening - the grand march. 
With the hall full of  onlookers, 
they have to get this right. 
Depending on the height of  the 
shoe heel, ladies walk the path 
like they’re meant to walk the 
red carpet at the Oscars. That’s 
if  they get the right shoes. If  
they have the wrong shoes, the 
walk looks like something else 
entirely. Again, guys have it 
easy here. No heels to worry 
about, they just have to match 
the stride of  their dates and 
not step on the hem of  her 
dress. 

Some of  the couples are 
boyfriend/girlfriend, others 
are just friends and some 
appear to be together for just 
the event. Body language helps 
one to know who wants to be 
here with their date and others 
looks like friends brought 
together by time and place. 
And, yes, some look like they 
would rather be somewhere 
else.

On this night, I can’t think of  
any place that would be better 
than this place.

So the photos are taken, 
assigned tables and chairs 
are occupied and they are 
treated to a feast fit for a king. 
Aside from knowing which 
fork to use, the only real issue 
associated with the meal is a 
simple one. Don’t wear dinner! 
This is no time wear the meal, 
no time to spill the punch and 
no time to decorate the duds 
with cheesecake.

Assuming the ladies and 
their dates have navigated 
everything so far, the pressure 
shifts to the guys and their 
ability to dance. Eighteen years 
of  age, give or take a year or 
two, does not make a man 
smooth on his feet. One can 
dance down a sideline or make 
a cool move on the wrestling 
mat or basketball court, but 
it doesn’t make one a good 
dancer. For some, this might be 
the first time they are expected 
to dance under colored lights 
to music fit for the occasion. 
Some become ‘naturals,’ others 
will come to believe they aren’t 
meant to dance. Time has a 
funny way of  turning guys 
into ‘hoofers,’ it has to start 
somewhere.

There are not many 
classrooms where high 
school students can learn 
these lessons. With help from 
moms and some support from 
chaperones, proms offer the 
only opportunity for learning 
to be ‘stylin & profilin.’

Final season statistics have 
been released for the Wolfpack 
wrestling team.

Coached by Mike Zegers and 
Adam Veik, team members 
posted some impressive 
numbers during the season 
which concluded with the 
Wolfpack represented at 
the NSAA State Wrestling 
Tournament in Omaha.

Junior Carter 
Beckman led 
the team in 
a number of  
categories. 
He posted a 
team-high 31 
victories during 
the season. 
He was the 
lone Wolfpack 
wrestler to 
qualify for 
the state 
tournament. 

Down there, he won two of  
his four matches to finish 
the season with a 31-7 record. 
Beckman led the team in pins 
with 19. 

Barring injury, Beckman 
is on pace to record his 100th 
match victory in December, 
possibly at the Wolfpack Invite 
held annually at St. Boniface 
gymnasium.

Beck-man was one of  three 
wrestlers to post a winning 
record during the season. 

Sophomore Samuel 
Hemenway, competing at 195 
pounds, posted an 18-15 record, 

Wrestlers Beckman, Hemenway & Smidt post winning records
winning all of  his matches by 
pin.

The lone female wrestler on 
the team, junior Isabella Smidt 
won 13 of  her 25 matches. All 
but one of  her victories was by 
pin.

Senior Thomas Warnke came 
on strong late in the season, 
finishing just one victory shy 
of  a state tournament berth. 
He posted a 6-9 record, all of  
his victories coming by pin.

Other highlights

• Kaeden Schwarting was 
named to the All-NVC first 
team selection at 106 pounds.

• Junior David Durre showed 
promise in his first year on the 
team. He posted a 4-9 record 
with two pins.

• Two other wrestlers showed 
promise during the season. 
Jack Barlow and Dylon Parks 
gained valuable experience 
which should benefit them next 
year.

Senior Thomas
Warnke

Cleanup day at the Elgin 
softball/baseball fields will be 
Thursday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m.

All parents and players are 
asked to help. For more infor-
mation, contact Kim Fangman.

Cleanup day set
for ball fields




