
It’s National Ag Week

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 63 degrees recorded 
on March 20 and 21. 

The low was 21 degrees on 
March 18. Altogether, 0.49 of  
an inch of  precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 15 39 32  0.24
March 16 41 31  0.25
March 17 36 31    
March 18 47 21    
March 19 52 30  
March 20 63 36    
March 21 63 34    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.49
Total for March .............. .. 2.69
Total for 2021 ................... ..3.52

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice — Estate of  Donald 
Breaker, Jr.

Notice — Estate of  
Randolph B. Harris  

Notice — Estate of  Leon 
William Wagner

Notice of  Incorporation — 
Arehart Farms, L.L.C.

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Notice to Bidders (7) — 
Antelope County
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The four-lane asphalt track 
around Elgin Field is meant 
for runners, not vehicles.

Meeting last week, the 
District #18 Board of  
Education decided to take 
the necessary step to ensure 
that the track is used solely 
by people wishing to walk or 
run. The board was told that 
someone drove on the track 
when there was snow on it.

Installed approximately 
two years ago to provide the 
Wolfpack track team with 
a safe place to practice, the 
four-lane track has also 
become a favorite spot for 
people to walk or run as part 
of  an exercise regimen.

So, to prevent unauthorized 
vehicles from having access 
to the track, the consensus 
of  the board was to padlock 
the gate. The public can still 
access the track from the 
west entrance.

In other action:
Technology — As is 

customary this time of  year, 
the school board approved 
technology purchases for 
the 2021-22 school year. Total 
cost for this year’s purchases 
of  chrome books and other 
items was just over $45,000.

Tabled — The board tabled 
action on an electrician 
bid for the installation of  
stage bleachers. Bids were 
submitted by Midwest 
Electrical and Kallhoff  
Electric, however the board 
felt they were not “apples to 
apples” and will ask the two 
businesses to resubmit their 
bids at the April meeting.

Next meeting — The April 
regular meeting of  the 
school board will be held 
Wednesday, April 14. The 
meeting time will be 7:30 p.m.

Gate to Elgin Field
to be padlocked 
after incident

Schumacher new PJCC, SB Principal/Administrator

Fr. John
Norman

Lisa
Schumacher

A new principal with ties to the 
community has been hired for Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic High School 
and St. Boniface Catholic Grade School.

Lisa Schumacher 
will fill the position 
which came open 
after Principal Betty 
Getzfred announced 
her retirement after 12 
years of  serving both 
schools. Betty began 
her teaching career at 
St. Boniface School 44 
years ago in 1976. Her 
announcement prompted 
a search for a new 
administrator and 
principal.

“The position at St. Boniface/Pope 
John has always been in the back 
of  my head ever since I became an 
administrator,” Schumacher told 
The Elgin Review Tuesday morning. 
“I always knew this day would come 
when I would have to think about what 
do I want to do, do I want to leave St. 
Michael’s or where does the Lord want 
me to be?”

She said it was after much prayer 

that she decided to “to take a leap of  
faith and to try my role as a principal 
in a K-12 school that I have loved and 
supported for my entire teaching and 

administrative years ... 
This is my opportunity 
to give back to, not just 
my school, but also the 
Elgin community.”
Hiring process

Father John 
Norman announced 
Monday afternoon 
that Schumacher 
has been hired as the 
new principal and 
administrator for the 
schools here in Elgin. 

“Our process 
was chaired by Fr. Kevin Vogel and 
strongly supported by Chris Nelson of  
the Archdiocese of  Omaha Catholic 
Schools Office. We gathered input from 
our faculty, staff, and parents, as to 
what we should prioritize in our search 
process. We reviewed the feedback as 
we set our search criteria,” Father 
Norman said. 

“From the applications that we 
received, we scheduled and conducted 

interviews with those we felt were 
the strongest candidates. Our search 
committee consisted of  Chris Nelson, 
the three priests on the Pope John 
School Board (myself, Fr. Vogel, and 
Fr. Pat Nields), one member of  the 
St. Boniface School Advisory Board, 
one member of  the Pope John School 
Advisory Board, two teachers chosen 
by the faculty of  the schools, and one 
member of  the support staff  of  the 
schools.

“One of  things that differentiates 
what we look for in an administrator 
of  a Catholic School is Catholic 
Identity. Our school exists to be a place 
of  formation in living our Catholic 
Christian faith. We were blessed to 
have several candidates that could 
express the importance of  their faith 
and the role of  faith in education.
Background 

Mrs. Schumacher is a graduate of  
St. Boniface and Pope John Central 
Catholic Schools. (HS class of  1987). 
She has an undergraduate degree 
in elementary and middle school 
education with an emphasis in math 
and science from the University of  
Nebraska at Kearney. She earned 

her master’s degree in P-8 school 
administration in 2010 and received her 
high school administration endorsement 
in 2020, both from Wayne State College. 
Schumacher was named Archdiocese 
of  Omaha Administrator of  the Year in 
2015.

Schumacher began her teaching 
career at St. Michael’s School in Albion 
in 1992. 

She became the school’s principal in 
2008 while she finished her master’s 
degree. And, as she begins her 30th 
year in education, she will become the 
Pope John XXIII/St. Boniface Catholic 
Schools new administrator.

Father Norman said, as a school 
leader, Lisa Schumacher is growth 
oriented, collaborative, loves leading 
with faith, and being an example of  
Christ’s love for others. She feels that 
seeing kids grow academically and then 
watching them turn to God when life 
challenges them, makes education the 
best job ever. 

He said she is fully invested in 
supporting the Pope John/St. Boniface 
mission to “foster the spiritual and 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Is it too early to think about 
football? Not if  you love the 
sport and live in Nebraska.

While Husker football may 
be months away, Elgin Public-
Pope John football was front 
and center last week.

 The search for a new foot-
ball coach for the Wolfpack 
went far and wide. But, when 
it came time to make a hire, 
the person chosen to coach the 
Wolfpack was just feet away.

At the March meeting of  the 
District #18 Board of  Educa-
tion, Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus announced that 
K-12 Principal Greg Wemhoff  
would assume the duties previ-
ously held by Randy Eisen-
hauer.

Wemhoff, who has coached 
the junior high team for five 
years, has plenty of  varsity 

Hired as the new Wolfpack football coach was Greg Wemhoff. The 
K-12 Principal at EPS, he has 13 years of varsity coaching experi-
ence, most recently at Battle Creek High School. E-R photo/L Morgan

head coaching experience. 
Prior to joining District #18, 
Wemhoff  served as head coach 
of  the Battle Creek Braves 
from 2001 to 2013. He guided 
the Braves to the Class C2 
semi-finals in 2013 where they 
lost to eventual state champion 
Doniphan-Trumbull. 

He also had previous head 
coaching experience at Ansel-
mo-Merna High School (one 
year).

“I have been fortunate to be 
up close and personal on the 
sidelines as an administration 
with very little pressure. It’s 
been a lot of  fun,” he said last 
week.

“The transition from Coach 
Eisenhauer to myself  I think 
will be smooth. He has done 
a great job and has always 
worked hard to put the best 

Principal Greg Wemhoff chosen
as head coach of EPPJ Football

See WEMHOFF, Page Five

Students from EPS and PJCC speech teams brought home medals Friday from the Class D2 State 
Speech Tournament held at Kearney High School. (Above) The OID team from EPS finished fourth. 
Team members were (front row, l-r): Baylee Busteed and Theanna Dunn. Back row: William Heil-
hecker, Austin Good and Jack Wemhoff. Also, Heilhecker and Dunn placed sixth in Duet. (Below) 
PJCC’s OID team placed sixth. Team members were (l-r): Cale Kinney, Brooklyn Meis, Linus Borer, 
Skyler Meis and Matthew Dilly. Photos submitted

Speech teams harvest state medals!

See SCHUMACHER, Page 12
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Representing the junior class from Pope John were (l-r): Abby Hemenway, Natalie Reicks, Trista Hemenway, 
Lexi Bode, Kaylee Ramold and Emma Mlnarik. Prom photos courtesy of Kimberly’s Photography of Neligh

Enjoying the EPS/PJCC Junior-Senior Prom were PJCC seniors (front row,l-r): Skylar Reestman, Kirst-
en Krebs, Allyson Selting and Natalie Bauer. Back row: Ashtyn Meis, Jasmine Dozler, Marissa Preister, 
Layne Bullock, Harlie Bode and Alyssa Burenheide.

Juniors and seniors attending 
Saturday night’s combined prom 
were (above) Juniors Blake Ofe, 
Colton Wright, Lauren Vitamvas, 
Kali Dworak, Jessica Getzfred, 
River Romej and Thomas Warn-
ke. (Left) Elgin High School se-
niors (l-r): Jordan Lindgren, The-
anna Dunn and Joey Getzfred.
Prom photos courtesy of Kimber-
ly’s Photography of Neligh

Elgin High
School Juniors

and Seniors
Celebrate

Prom Night

‘The Great Gatsby’ is theme for Saturday’s
combined EHS/PJCC Junior-Senior Prom

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Wow, what a crazy weekend 
was!

First, I competed in the 
State Speech tournament. 
Although I didn’t come home 
with a medal, I still consider 
making it to State Speech a 
huge accomplishment. It was a 
long day. There were tears, of  
course, 
for not 
making 
it to the 
finals 
rounds 
and also 
because it 
had been 
another 
last for 
me. My 
very last 
speech 
compe-
tition, my 
last time 
entertain-
ing 
people 
with my 
fellow 
teammates and the last time 
competing against my mom 
in speech. I made my last trip 
to State one to remember and 

A week I’ll
never forget
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

Bartlett News
By Sherry Tetschner

Wheeler Central Speech stu-
dents, under the direction of  
Stefanie McCain, gave  excel-
lent presentations to a small 
audience Sun-
day afternoon, 
March 14.  

This activity 
gave the stu-
dents another 
chance to share  
their talents. 

Rachel Dierks 
and Cheyenne 
Pokorny’s 
presentation 
as a ‘duet’ was 
“World Wide 
Fans.” The hu-
morous presentation kept the  
audience laughing.   

Bobby Guggenmos gave a 
‘Humorous Prose.’ presenta-
tion “The Cat’s Meow, How to 
Bathe a Cat.” The presentation 
was dramatic and brought 
many smiles from those pres-
ent. 

The final presentation was a 
speech by Rachel Dierks titled 
“Being Tall. It’s that Great.” 
She then changed the title 
to “Being Tall, It’s not that 
Great.” 

The Wheeler Central Speech 
team has performed in several  
meets this year. Bobby Gug-
genmos with her ‘Humerous 
Prose,’ placed 4th at Albion, 6th 
at Ord, received a superior rat-
ing at Conference and 6th place 
at Districts. Bobby Guggenmos 
and Chloe Smith as a ‘duet,’ 
received a superior rating at 

Bobby
Guggenmos

Rachel
Dierks

Rachel Dierks (l) and Cheyenne 
Pokorny. Photos submitted by 
Sherry Tetschner

Districts. She also gave an 
‘Informative speech,’ placing 
2nd at Loup City and receiv-
ing a superior rating at Dis-
tricts. Chloe Smith performed 

with ‘Serious 
Prose,’ at Ord. 
Rachel Dierks  
and Cheyenne 
Pokorny with 
their ‘Duet,’ re-
ceived a superi-
or rating at Ord 
and Districts.  
Rachel Dierks 
with ‘Entertain-
ment,’ received 
4th place at 
Ord, 8th place 
at Loup City, 

Superior Rating at Confer-
ence, 2nd place at Districts and 
qualified for State on March 
19th in Kearney.  

Glenn and I attended memo-
rial services for Lois Casteel 
Saturday afternoon at the 
United Church of  Christ in 
Burwell. Our thoughts and 
prayers are lifted up for her 
family.  

Our family received word 

this weekend  of  the death of  
Alva (Schrunk) Robinson of  
Wisconsin. She is my father’s 
sister. She will be greatly 
missed by all of  us. 

We’ve reached the last of  
the dietary templates that we 
have explored over the past 
several weeks. So far, we have 
addressed keto, vegetarian 
or vegan, and the Standard 
American Diet (SAD). This 
week, we will wrap up with 
an overview of  my favorite 
approach to nutrition, the real 
food approach, based off  of  a 
paleo-ish template.

One of  my goals in this 
series to compare the 
previously discussed 
“diets” with building 
a real food “tem-
plate.” A template or 
lifestyle allows for 
real life to happen, 
but keeps us from 
becoming obsessive 
with our food.

The biggest prob-
lem that I have 
around the idea of  
a “diet” is just that - 
that it is a “diet” and 
not a lifestyle change. 
Without a complete 
lifestyle change, 
you’ll never see the 
long-lasting progress 
you desire. People 
often tell me that they 
used to have luck 
with any diet, but now, they 
can’t seem to shed a pound no 
matter how hard they try.

And when they tell me that, 
I have my answer. Our bodies 
can only take so many years of  
restricting and after a certain 
time, they just quit responding 
to the “try harder” and “diet 
harder” mentality. It’s like 
trying to drive 100 miles on a 
gallon of  gas. It just doesn’t 
work! You can’t just push the 
gas pedal harder; you won’t go 
anywhere unless you put the 
right type and amount of  fuel 
in your body. Then and only 
then will you start to see the 
results you want.

With all that in mind, let’s 
start breaking down the paleo 
or real food approach.

First, we focus on eating lots 
of  real, whole food including: 

• Meat, eggs, and seafood 
• Fresh vegetables (excluding 

corn) 
• Fresh fruit 

The real food approach to nutrition
• Nuts & seeds 
• Other healthy fats/oils 

found in nature (coconut oil, 
olive oil, avocado oil, avocados, 
olives) 

• Coconut products 
• Limited amounts of  natural 

sweeteners like raw honey and 
dates 

And we limit consuming: 
• Gluten 
• Refined sugar 
• Processed vegetable oils/

margarine/shorten-
ing 

Foods that tend to 
“float” in the middle 
and really depend on 
how well you digest 
them include:

• Dairy
• Soy
• Corn
• Grains (gluten-

free)
• Legumes
Thus, this tem-

plate really focuses 
on nourishing the 
body with foods that 
are commonly found 
in nature. Gener-
ally, our plates are 
filled with animal 
protein, vegetables 
(including starchy 

veggies), and healthy fats. This 
allows our bodies to run off  of  
the fuel that it truly wants and 
craves!

It also eliminates common 
inflammatory foods. We’ve 
talked about most of  these 
at length, so I’ll just briefly 
review them today:

Gluten - gluten is highly 
inflammatory to the gut (and 
therefore the whole body), 
especially when packaged in 
highly processed foods. These 
foods tend to have higher 
amounts of  anti-nutrients, 
which are substances that 
limit our ability to digest these 
foods and break them down. 
If  we aren’t digesting a food 
properly, it’s only causing 
more harm than good! Plus, 
these foods are often highly 
processed, high in carbs, and 
offer very little nutrient-wise 
anyway.

Refined sugar should be 
fairly obvious - sugar is one 

of  the worst offenders when it 
comes to our health. It is not 
only highly processed, but also 
is added to foods to make them 
palatable and highly addicting. 
Too much refined sugar is a 
stress to our hormones, blood 
sugar, lipid markers, sleep, and 
so much more!

Processed oils are just that: 
processed. These include veg-
etable oils (corn, soy, grape-
seed, canola, cottonseed, etc), 
margarine, and shortening 
that are made in a lab and not 
in nature. We can easily make 
olive oil by pressing olives; we 
can’t do that with these pro-
cessed vegetable oils. They are 
cheap and readily available, 
which is why they are so com-
mon, but that definitely doesn’t 
eliminate the inflammatory 
properties.

When working with clients, 
I often work from where the 
client is to approaching a 
template similar to that above, 
focusing on PFC balanced 
meals with a combination of  
protein, healthy fat, and carbs 
(preferably from a veggie).

As we wrap up this series, I 
hope that the message of  avoid-
ing the latest and greatest fad 
diet is clear: it may work for 
a short time, but it likely will 
not work for you in the long 
term. This in turn will lead 
to a reversal of  all the results 
you saw in the first place! Not 
a great outcome. Therefore, 
sticking with real, whole foods 
is truly the way to go in order 
to feel your best and achieve 
your best health.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

The governor and his director of  correc-
tions want to build a new prison, a $230 million 
prison that wouldn’t be ready for a few years 
and would cost $34 million a year to operate if  it 
can be staffed.

More than a few state senators want to look at 
a planned study of  criminal justice reforms and 
consider other proposals for reducing the huge 
influx of  prisoners into the system. Nebraska 
currently has the second most overcrowded 
prison system, behind only Alabama. Propo-

nents have argued that a 
new 1,600-bed prison is 
the best solution to that 
problem.

It’s not a new debate. 
It seems like it has been 
going on longer than the 
Huskers have had losing 
football seasons. It’s a 
debate that stirs strong 
emotion among the law-
n-order folks versus the 
more progressive, dare 
we say unconventional, 
people who want to look 
at alternative sentenc-
ing and programming to 
address the issue.

My hat’s off  to the 
Legislature’s Appropria-
tions Committee which 
has decided to take a 
wait-and-see position 

on Gov. Pete Ricketts’ and Corrections Director 
Scott Frakes’ plan for a new prison, probably in 
the populous Lincoln-Omaha area.

Committee Chairman Sen. John Stinner of  
Gering said the budget-setting panel has voted 
to set aside $115 million in its emerging budget 
“for the purpose of  reducing prison overcrowd-
ing.” But members did not actually appropriate 
the money, which means it cannot be spent.  It 
will be held in the capital construction fund 
while lawmakers determine how they are go-
ing to address the situation. It buys time while 
awaiting study results.

He said the committee acknowledges some-
thing has to be done about a system that has 
about 1,800 more inmates than the design capac-
ity of  3,535. But committee members have been 
skeptical about the plan, which would be one of  
the most expensive state construction projects 
in history. 

A tip of  the hat is due to all three branches of  
government who agreed to seek a federal grant 
for a data-driven study of  reforms that could 
preserve public safety while avoiding the high 

cost of  incarceration.
Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen. Steve 

Lathrop of  Omaha was key in bringing officials 
from the administrative, judicial and legislative 
branches together. He has applauded the setting 
aside of  funds.

Appropriations Committee members Sen. 
Tony Vargas of  Omaha and Anna Wishart 
of  Lincoln have both sought assurances that 
putting aside the money doesn’t tempt the 
administration to buy a shovel or otherwise 
move forward on construction. Wishart says she 
remains hopeful the study will lead to less costly 
solutions.

The committee has also agreed to commit $10 
million to help Gage County pay off  a federal 
court judgment won by the Beatrice Six. A jury 
had awarded $28.1 million in damages to six 
people who spent a combined 75 years in prison 
after being wrongfully convicted of  a 1985 mur-
der. Gage County has increased its property tax 
levy to the maximum level and imposed a sales 
tax to pay off  the judgment, but the county still 
owes $16.8 million.

Appropriations Committee member Sen. 
Myron Dorn of  Adams, who represents Gage 
County, had introduced LB103, seeking $2 mil-
lion a year to help out the county. Fellow com-
mittee member Sen. Steve Erdman of  Bayard 
proposed to increase the amount to $5 million 
a year, with the requirement that Gage County 
keep its levy at the maximum until the damages 
are paid. The committee voted unanimously to 
advance the bill with the higher amount.

Expect the prison construction set-aside to be 
subjected to heavy lobbying before it shows up 
in the committee’s budget recommendations, 
which require approval by the entire Legisla-
ture and is subject to veto by the governor. Like-
wise, the Gage County remedy is also subject to 
three rounds of  floor debate and that same red 
pen.

In the meantime, congratulations to all in-
volved for taking steps in the right direction.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Lawmakers should embrace fiscal restraint

See GIVE, Page Five

I am a fourth generation Nebraskan. I 
love this state. I love its people, and I love 
that it is home to both vibrant urban areas 
and abundant, fertile farm and ranch land.

Growing up, I thought I knew everything 
there was to know about Nebraska. But 
when I moved to a ranch south of  Valen-
tine in Nebraska Sandhills in the 1970s 
with my husband, Bruce, our state taught 
me an important lesson. 

As most Nebraskans know, the Sandhills 
are a region of  grass-covered sand dunes 
that just so happens to produce the world’s 
best cattle. Some see our rangeland as 
fragile – but in reality, it is robust, resilient, 
and powerful. It can withstand the Great 
Plains’ strong winds and droughts because 
of  the diversity of  cool and warm season 
grasses that grow there.

These grasses have extensive root sys-
tems, and each plays an important role in 
the larger ecosystem. Some grasses are 
hardy and long-lived; others are loved by 
cattle; still others are the “workhorse” 
grasses that grow despite harsh winters 
and hot summers.

My time as a rancher in rural Nebraska 
and in public service has shown me that 
just as each of  the grasses in the Sandhills 

is indispensable to 
the environment 
around them, each 
woman involved in 
local community life 
is essential to build-
ing a stronger state. 
We are just like our 
broad array of  Sand-
hills grasses.

We are all differ-
ent, but we each 
contribute with our 
fortitude, daring, and 
tenacity. This diver-
sity makes our entire 
country stronger – 
and our root system 
is all the women 
throughout our na-
tion’s history whose 
firmness of  mind 

and brilliance changed the world.
March is Women’s History Month. This 

month is a chance to look back on how far 
we’ve come in the 100 years since the 19th 
Amendment was ratified, and also to give 
thanks for the brave women whose vision 
of  a better future made lives like mine pos-
sible. 

The suffragists of  the late 19th and early 
20th centuries paved the way for future 
women’s involvement in politics, including 
my own. Because of  the trail they blazed, I 
was fortunate to have female political role 
models in my life. Among them are Kay 
Orr, Nebraska’s first female governor and 
the first female Republican governor in 
the United States, and Virginia Smith, who 
served as my congressional representative 
and was the first woman from Nebraska to 
hold a seat in the House of  Representatives. 

Women are able to see an opportunity in 
politics and community leadership because 
we stood on the shoulders of  those who 
came before us. Not so long ago, women 
couldn’t even dream of  serving their com-
munities.

Women know about hard work. We are 
builders. We build relationships, families, 
communities, careers, and businesses. In 
the century since the 19th amendment was 
ratified, we have been able to bring that 
strength of  character to build stronger 
states and a more secure and prosperous 
country.

The story of  women in American life is 
far from over. This month, let’s be grateful 
for all that we have accomplished. Our his-
tory, our diversity, and the mentors we look 
up to will continue to serve as encourage-
ment and inspiration for the generations of  
women who will write the next chapter.

Thank you for participating in the demo-
cratic process. I look forward to visiting 
with you again next week.

Celebrating
women’s history

month

From March 21-27, 2021 we’ll celebrate Na-
tional Agriculture Week in Nebraska. It’s a great 
opportunity to highlight the hard work our 
farmers and ranchers do to produce high-quality 
and affordable food. The crops and livestock 
they raise feed families in our state, across the 

nation, and around the 
world.

Agriculture is our num-
ber one industry. It adds 
more than $21 billion to 
our state’s economy each 
year. 

Nebraska’s cash receipts 
from agricultural com-
modities are greater than 
ag receipts in Florida, 
Colorado, and New York 
combined. 

On a per capita basis, 
we generate more revenue 
from agricultural com-
modities than any other 
state.

Even with the global 
pandemic, 2020 was a 
strong year for U.S. corn 
and soybean exports. Soy-
bean exports were up 38% 

over 2019, and corn exports were up 20%. Ameri-
can wheat exports in 2020 also topped 2019’s 
totals. The outlook is good for ag export growth 
to continue. 

Last month, the USDA forecasted the value of  
U.S. ag exports to hit record highs in 2021 (fed-
eral fiscal year).

While Nebraska beef  exports in 2020 were 
down slightly (4%) compared to 2019, we fared 
better than the national average. This allowed 
us to climb past Texas to regain our #2 ranking 
among beef  exporting states. 

We also gained market share in the European 
Union. Nebraska now supplies 62.6% of  beef  
exports to the EU.

Activists like PETA are pushing a radical 
anti-agricultural agenda aimed at hurting states 
like Nebraska. They’re using false stereotypes 
of  livestock agriculture to gain control over how 
Americans eat, drink, and make a living. While 
other states may abandon agriculture to appease 
radical environmentalists, the State of  Nebraska 
will continue our proud and unwavering sup-
port of  livestock producers.

Nebraska is the Beef  State. The livestock in-
dustry is a prominent part of  our state’s history 
and culture. 

Ranchers and feedlot owners in Nebraska are 
committed to quality care of  the land, the water, 
and their animals. Beef  is one of  the most nu-
tritionally dense foods we have, and it’s a great 
part of  a healthy diet. To counter ill-informed 
attacks on animal agriculture, I declared March 
20 as “Meat on the Menu Day” in Nebraska. I 
encouraged Nebraskans to fire up the grill or 
visit their favorite steakhouse on Saturday and 
dine on the fine Nebraska beef, pork, chicken, 
or lamb raised in our state to support our family 
farmers and ranchers.

We’re continuing to grow Nebraska by taking 
the crops raised here and adding value to them 
through innovative manufacturing processes. 
Promoting biofuels is an important part of  sup-
porting value-added agriculture in our state. 
Ethanol saves drivers money at the pump so 
that they can keep more money in their wallet. 
Filling up with ethanol reduces toxic emissions, 
which leads to cleaner air. Ethanol also creates 
opportunities for Nebraska’s farmers—35% of  
the corn grown in our state goes to our ethanol 
industry.

In June 2019, the State launched an EPA-ap-
proved pilot program to study the use of  locally 
sourced E30 biofuel in conventional state-owned 
vehicles. 

We wanted to find out if  the vehicles could 
run on E30 without maintenance problems or 
any decrease in performance. Teammates in 
the Nebraska Department of  Administrative 
Services (DAS) outfitted 40 State vehicles with 
onboard vehicle tracking systems to capture 
data on vehicle performance. The Nebraska 
State Patrol also participated in the study with 
10 patrol vehicles. 

They monitored those vehicles for an entire 
year. At the end of  the evaluation period, DAS 
submitted the data to engineers at UNL for 
analysis.

Earlier this month, I joined the Nebraska 
Ethanol Board and a professor from UNL to an-
nounce the groundbreaking results of  the study. 
The results clearly demonstrated that E30 is a 
safe and reliable fuel for conventional vehicles. 
Having proof  of  its effectiveness will be a great 
benefit as we advocate for increasing the volume 
of  ethanol in our nation’s fuel supply.

While the State of  Nebraska stands behind 

our ag producers, the Biden Administration is 
pursuing policies that threaten the future of  
agriculture in America. 

I am especially troubled by President Biden’s 
January 27 executive order on the climate. It 
sets a goal of  restricting “at least 30 percent of  
our lands and waters by 2030.” Attaining this 
goal would require far-reaching federal inter-
ventions to regulate the use of  land and natu-
ral resources. While purporting to encourage 
conservation, this sort of  government interfer-
ence would hurt agriculture by taking away 
opportunities for our ag families to grow their 
operations.

Our farmers and ranchers are the original 
conservationists. They’re innovators in manag-
ing the soil, stewarding our abundant water 
resources, and enriching animal habitats on 
their lands. Earlier this month, US News & 
World Report ranked Nebraska as the sixth-best 
state in the category of  “Natural Environment” 
due to the great quality of  our air and water. By 
contrast, the State of  Delaware—which Presi-
dent Biden represented as a U.S. Senator from 
1973 to 2009—ranked sixth-worst in the nation 
for its natural environment. Nebraskans don’t 
need bureaucrats in Washington telling us how 
to care for the land.

We’re watching the Biden Administration 
closely, and we’ll take action to oppose federal 
overreach that would harm agriculture here 
in Nebraska. We’ll also continue looking for 
creative ways to support our farmers and ranch-
ers through initiatives like “Meat on the Menu 
Day.” 

If  you have questions about our work to grow 
agriculture in Nebraska, email pete.ricketts@
nebraska.gov or call 402-471-2244.

Celebrating and growing Nebraska Ag

Whenever someone is admitted to the hos-
pital, they are asked to stipulate their “code 
status.” Levels of  code status include full code, 

meaning resusci-
tate and intubate 
if  required; as 
well as various 
combinations of  
do not resusci-
tate (DNR) and 
do not intubate 

(DNI). In simple terms, a code status clarifies 
what you want the medical team to do in the 
event your heart stops or if  your heart goes 
into a rhythm that is not compatible with life. 

This question is often interpreted as follows: 
if  you are about to die, do you want the medical 
team to do everything they possibly can to keep 
you alive? We might also allow ourselves to 
pose and interpret the question from a different 

Give yourself permission
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perspective: If  you are about to 
die, do you want permission to 
pass away peacefully? 

When discussing code status 
with my patients, the answer I 
often get is, “Of  course I want 
to live, do everything you can 
to save me.” TV and movies 
mistakenly portray emergency 
lifesaving measures working 
most of  the time. In real life, at-
tempts to resuscitate are not as 
successful. A review of  more 
than 29 different studies involv-
ing 400,000+ people over the age 
of  70, show that only 19 percent 
survived to be discharged from 
the hospital. The odds were 
even worse for those in their 
80s or 90s with survival rates 
of  15 percent and less than 12 
percent, respectively. Of  those 

who survived, less than half  
returned to the same status of  
living they enjoyed prior to the 
code. Most ended up not able to 
care for themselves indepen-
dently.  

Another common response I 
hear is, “Do everything if  you 
think it will work.” Doctors 
are incredibly optimistic. We 
are trained to fight against 
the odds to save lives. Unfortu-
nately, no one can predict the 
outcome of  a code. That is like 
asking if  a slot machine will 
win before we pull the lever. 
Sometimes we hit the jackpot 
and the person does fine, goes 
home, and everyone is happy 
and grateful. Other times, like 
most slot machines pulls, we 
are forced to admit the loss. 

The best person to select 

From Page Four
Give

Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
March 16, 1961

Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
Shoemaker have moved their 
Gamble store merchandise into 
their new location between the 
Brooks and Faubel store. At 
present they are in the process 
of  redecorating and displaying 
their merchandise, but  expect 
to be finished before the first 
of  April.

 Liquor license renewals 
were submitted for the 
following: Julius and Kathryn 
Parr, Henry and Alfreda 
Reicks, Charles R. and Gladys 
O. Keil, Wilfred and Evelyn 
Arehart, and Fred and Viola 
Shores.

The Elgin Chamber of  
Commerce, endeavoring to 
observe Good Friday, March 31 
and at the suggestion of  Pastor 
Lee Hicks, voted to close local 
business firms on that day 
from 12 to 3 pm. This action 
was taken Wednesday night at 
the chambers regular monthly  
meeting  at the Addie Batie 

Cafe..   
Fifty Years Ago
March 18, 1971 

Rich Draper of  Elgin, and 
Jim Shores of  Fremont, set 
off  for the NAIA national 
swimming meet with a 
couple of  honors bestowed 
by teammates at Wayne State 
College. The squad elected 
Draper, a senior, most valuable 
swimmer, Shores, a freshman, 
most improved swimmer. 
Draper won nearly every free 
style race he entered from 200 
yards to 1,650,  and he helped 
with many relays. Shores, a 
freestyler, racked up numerous 
points, mostly at shorter 

distances, 50 to 200 yards.
Doug Von Bonn enlisted 

in the Air Force and left 
from Norfolk, Ne heading to  
Lackland AFB in Texas for 
training. 
Thirty Years Ago
March 20, 1991

Elgin Veterans Club last 
week received an American 
Flag honoring U.S. Navy 
Master Chief  Aircraft 
Maintenanceman (ADC) 
Joseph L. Vanderheiden, son 
of  Lampert Vanderheiden of  
Elgin. The flag had been flown 
during Operation Desert Storm 
on board the U.S.S. America, a 
navy aircraft carrier operating 

in the Persian Gulf.
Brad Clark, a sophomore at 

Elgin High School, qualified 
to compete in the Class D 
State. Clark qualified with 
a second place finish in 
Extemporaneous Speaker.
Twenty Years Ago
March 21, 2001

Elgin Chamber of  Commerce 
endorsed an ongoing 
scholarship campaign as the 
initial project of  the Elgin 
Community Foundation. The 
local scholarship program will 
be affiliated with the “Dollars 

for Scholars” program which 
could provide a matching 
grant of  up to $2,000 to start 
the program. 

your code status is you. There 
is no “right” answer, there is 
only your answer. Give your-
self  permission to make this 
decision with a calm, clear 
mind before you are in crisis or 
admitted to a hospital. It is not 
in your best interest to make a 
rushed decision. Nor is it fair 
to force it upon your loved ones 
in an emergency room as your 
health is rapidly declining. 

It is okay to give yourself  
permission to change your an-
swer over time as different cir-
cumstances arise. Share your 
answer with your family and 
your doctor. Then give yourself  
permission to be at peace with 
your answer.

By Jill Kruse, D.O.  of  The 
Prairie Doc® team of  physi-

cians

product on the field. I think he has done a tremendous job and he 
has been fun to watch and I know the players enjoyed playing for 
him.

“We have some good kids coming back who have a work ethic 
that I believe is a reflection of  coach. The coaching staff  is going 
to do the best we can to put the kids in a position to be successful 
and keep this program going in the right direction.”

From Page One
Wemhoff
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Burnt orange
got burned!

LAS VEGAS — Another item 
marked off  the ‘bucket list’ 
took place over the weekend.

I’ve always wanted to spend 
the opening weekend of  
NCAA’s ‘March Madness’ in 
Las Vegas. 

The third weekend in March 
is a time for most journalists 
who cover sports to take a 
weekend off. There’s not much 
to cover here in Nebraska 
with both the boys and girls 
state basketball tournament 
having been completed. Daily 
newspapers are in the process 
of  formulating their all-area 
or all-state teams and getting 
started covering spring sports. 

Anyway, this tapping on the 
keyboard is about winners and 
losers, some raking in the cash 
and some going home with no 
real means to pay their bills 
this month.

Gambling has a lure all its 
own. 
I’ve been 
going to 
Vegas as 
least once 
a year for 
the past 
10 years. 
Inevi-
tably 
I find 
myself  
in some 
casino 
taking 
my 
chances 
on the 
slot 
machines 
or the 
roulette 
wheel. 
I start with a set amount of  
money to play with and, when 
it’s gone, I’m done.

But these guys at March 
Madness, they’re a whole 
different breed. I didn’t see 
small bets put down by anyone. 
No, bet the big bucks and have 
a big payday if  your team ends 
up on top come the end of  the 
tournament.

‘The lure of  easy money has 
a very strong appeal,’ as Don 
Henley pointed out years ago. 
He was referring, in a song, 
to smuggling drugs. But, it 
could just as easily apply to the 
NCAA tournament we’re all 
watching now.

Wagering on basketball 
games lures all types. Nowhere 
was that more evident than 
at Harrah’s where we spent 
part of  Saturday. The area set 
aside for sports wagering has 
all kinds, there’s ‘the Dudes’ 
who resemble Jeff  Bridges’ 
character in the movie ‘The Big 
Lebowski.’ Off  in another area 
is the cocky college crowd. I’ll 
say one thing for this bunch, 
they don’t lack confidence, 
their pockets run deep. Then 
there’re the ladies. Again, if  
you can imagine it, you can 
find it.

I headed to Vegas not 
having paid much attention 
to college basketball this year. 
If  the Huskers aren’t playing 
well, I’m not watching. Guess 
what? I haven’t paid much 
attention for the last couple 
of  years. Anyway, I had to 
be told Gonzaga was the 
top seed in the tournament, 
boasting an undefeated record. 
I saw Creighton made the 
tournament, having lost in the 
Big East championship game 
to Patrick Ewing’s Georgetown 
team. Ewing played for 
Georgetown back in the early 
1980’s, now he coaches the 
team. Had I bet, I would have 
taken Georgetown against CU 
and I would have lost.

Thanks to CU Football 
Coach Bill McCartney vitriol 
against Nebraska years ago, I 
root against Colorado in every 
sport, all the time. 

The loudest noise came 
when Abilene Christian beat 
Texas. I guess Texas has a 
way of  turning people off  not 
just here, but in Vegas too. On 
Saturday night, burnt orange 
got burned.

Just a side note, I was 
minding my own business at 
a slot machine at Harrah’s 
when a gal starts twerking 
and her friends whip out their 
camera phones. The moment 
gave a new meaning to ‘March 
Madness’.

After that, coming home 
from Vegas Sunday night was 
a good thing. Three days is 
enough to wander the city 
where winners and losers walk 
side by side on the boulevard 

Kirsten
Krebs

ELGIN — A successful season can be 
defined by many numbers, each impor-
tant in the outcome of  a game.

The Wolfpack girls basketball team 
compiled an 18-7 season record. The 
majority of  players on the team were 
underclassmen, meaning Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer will return a talented 
squad with even higher aspirations 
next season.

Announced last week, freshman Ash-
lynne Charf  was selected to the NVC 
all-conference first team. Teammate 
Keyera Eisenhauer was named to the 
second team and senior Kirsten Krebs 
received honorable mention.

Charf  led the team in scoring with 
218 points, averaging 13.4 points per 
game. She also led the team in blocked 

Skyler
Meis

Keyera
Eisenhauer

Allyson
Selting

Ashlynne
Charf

shots (53) and in rebounds with 212, 
averaging 10.1 per contest. She provid-
ed the Wolfpack with a strong inside 
presence before going down with a 
season-ending injury.

Eisenhauer grew into her role as 
the team’s outside threat. She led 
the Wolfpack in three-point baskets 
with 41, she connected on just over 30 
percent of  her three-point attempts 
(41/131).

Krebs made the most of  her return 
to the basketball court after suffering 
a season-ending injury one year ago. 
She averaged over eight points per 
game and was second on the team in 
rebounding with 172.

Senior Allyson Selting was a defen-
sive standout for the Wolfpack. Her 

pressure defense led to 63 steals to 
rank first on the team. 

Sophomore Skyler Meis dished out 
53 assists, averaging more than two 
per game.

After a season-opening loss, the 

Wolfpack won 10 of  their next 11 
games, twice putting together five-
game winning streaks. In the confer-
ence tournament, they knocked off  
unabated Chambers/Wheeler Central 
in the semi-final round.

Wolfpack girls’ balance key to 18-7 season record

Elgin Public-Pope John has 
eight golfers ready to tear up 
the links this season. The team 
is young with just one returning 
letter winner, Skylar Reestman. 
The season opens on Tuesday, 
March 30, when the Wolfpack 
compete at the Fullerton Invite. 
Members of the golf team are (l-
r): Brian Heithoff, Ethan Hinkle, 
Austin Good, Isabella Smidt, 
Coach Andrew Childers, Skylar 
Reestman, Ass’t. Coach Trent 
Ostransky, Layne Bullock, Paiton 
Hoefer and Linus Borer. E-R 
photo/LMorgan

Wolfpack
golf team to 
open season
at Fullerton

The 2021 Wolfpack boys track 
team has 16 athletes ready to 
compete. They are (front row, 
l-r): Camryn Pelster, Carter 
Beckman, Cale Kinney, Gage 
Thiessen, Jordan Lindgren, Joey 
Getzfred, Jack Wemhoff and 
Corbin Kinney. Back row: Col-
lin Lindgren, Blake Henn, Myles 
Kittelson, Dylon Lueking, Ste-
ven Nelson, Colton Wright, Nick 
Anderson and David Durre. The 
Wolfpack return three letter win-
ners. They are Jordan Lindgren, 
Joey Getzfred and Colton Wright. 
The team will begin the season 
Monday, March 29, competing at 
Fullerton. E-R photo/LMorgan

Sixteen boys
on track team

This year’s Woilfpack girls track 
team members are (front row, 
l-r): Theanna Dunn, Harlie Bode, 
Alyssa Burenheide, Marissa 
Preister and Ally Selting. Middle 
row: Jazmine McNally, Kadance 
Dworak, Skyler Meis, Natalie 
Reicks, Lexi Bode, Sharon Bar-
tak and Jamie Dozler. Back row: 
Brenna Martinsen, Elise Ruter-
bories, Keyera Eisenhauer, Bay-
lee Busteed and Abrielle Von-
Bonn. Returning letter winners 
for the girls track team are Lexi 
Bode, Alyssa Burenheide and 
Theanna Dunn. The first meet of 
the season will be held Monday, 
March 29, at Fullerton. E-R pho-
to/LMorgan

Seventeen girls
ready to start
track season
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It’s not over until the ... 
awards are handed out!

The Wolfpack boys basketball 
team officially wrapped up the 
season Wednesday night with 
an awards presentation.

Having put together the best 
Wolfpack season ever, finishing 
13-13, players received numer-
ous awards and accolades from 
Head Coach Michael Becker. 
Assisting him with the hand-
ing out of  awards was Ass’t. 
Coach Matt Koeppe.

Letter winners were:
1st year — Nick Anderson, 

Blake Henn, Camryn Pelster 
and Jordan Lindgren

2nd year — Austin Good, 
Paiton Hoefer, Jack Wemhoff  
and Layne Bullock

3rd year — Colton Wright
Earning ‘Participation’ cer-

tificates were freshmen Dylon 
Lueking, Myles Kittelson, Gage 
Thiessen and Brian Heithoff; 
and sophomores David Durre, 
Corbin Kinney and Ethan 
Hinkle.

During the course of  a 26-
game season, EPPJ was one 
of  just 22 schools in its class 
to play all the games on their 
schedule, Coach Becker said 
the team broke 12 individual 

Wolfpack letter winners 
(above) were announced last 
week. Recognized were (front 
row, l-r): Layne Bullock, Aus-
tin Good, Camryn Pelster and 
Jack Wemhoff. Back row: Nick 
Anderson, Colton Wright, Blake 
Henn, Paiton Hoefer and Jordan 
Lindgren. Varsity awards (right) 
handed out were (l-r): Dylon 
Lueking most improved; Paiton 
Hoefer, defensive MVP; and 
Colton Wright, offensive/team 
MVP. E-R photos/DMorganEarning awards on the JV team were (back row, l-r): Dylon Lueking, 

Myles Kittelson, David Durre, Ethan Hinkle and Gage Thiessen. Front 
row: Brian Heithoff and Corbin Kinney.

Nine earn letters for EPPJ 
during 2020/2021 season

records, set five new team re-
cords and tied one team record 
with 42 updates to the top 10 
list.

They were:
• Rebounds in a game — 

Colton Wright 23 vs Spalding 
Academy

• Blocks in a game — Colton 
Wright 6 vs Spalding Academy

• Free Throw percentage in a 
game (minimum six attempts) 
Blake Henn 7-7 100% vs St. 

Mary’s
• Points in a season — Colton 

Wright 329
• Field goals in a season — 

Colton Wright 138
• Assists in a season — Jack 

Wemhoff  122
• Rebounds in a season —  

Colton Wright 249
• Field goal percentage in a 

season — Blake Henn 61%

See EPPJ, Page Eight
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By Dianne Gunderson and Barb Bode
Co-librarians

There’s still time to curl up with a good book 
before the weather warms up.  The library 
has several new titles for you to choose from.  
Before they fly off  the shelf  check out one of  
the following:  Triple Chocolate Cheesecake 
Murder by Joanne Fluke, Dark Sky by C.J. 
Box, Four Winds – Large Print by Kristin 
Hannah, Missing and Endangered:  A Brady 
Novel of  Suspense by J.A. Jance, Stop At 
Nothing: A Novel (Michael Gannon Series 1) 
and Run For Cover:  A Novel (Michael Gannon 
Series 2) by Michael Ledwidge, The Vineyard 
at Painted Moon: A Novel by Susan Mallery, 
The Center of  Everything: A Novel by Jamie 
Harrison, The Road Home (The Broken Road 
Series) by Richard Paul Evans, The Paris 
Library: A Novel by Janet Skeslien Charles, 
Destined For You: (Ladies of  the Lake Book 1) 
by Tracie Peterson, and  The Power Couple: A 
Novel by Alex Berenson.

Among the many children learning about cookie decorating were (front row, l-r): Mason Vanis, Ellie 
Vanis, Ainsley Beckman, Cora Beckman, Ryleigh Young, Seth Schindler, Gabe Schindler and Taryn 
Schindler. Back row:  Chase Young, Grant Blecher and Tenley Schindler. Photos and captions sub-
mitted

Holding the cookies they decorated are (l-r): Jax Haddix, Elise Hoefer, Hadley Haddix, and Mason 
Fischer.

Elgin Public Library hosted a cookie 
decorating activity on Saturday, March 20 
for children ages 3-8.  We had 15 children 
participate.  After decorating the cookies, Kim 
Young, Usborne Book Consultant treated the 
kids to story time.  She read Never Show A 
T. Rex A Book by Rashmi Sirdeshpande, The 
Sound of  My Heart by Emily Bannister and 
Poppy and Sam and the Lamb by Sam Taplin. 
We were extremely happy to have kids back in 
the library.

Please note:  there will be a change of  hours 
over the Easter holiday.  The library will 
be closed on Good Friday, April 2, 2021 and 
also on Monday, April 5, 2021.  Happy Easter 
everyone!

To keep up with everything that is 
happening at the library visit us on our 
website at http://libraries.ne.gov/elgin or on 
Facebook.  Our regular hours are Monday 4-7 
p.m., Tuesday 1-5 p.m., Wednesday 1-5 p.m., 
Thursday 1-5 p.m. and Friday 9 - 12 p.m.

Library News

• Free Throws made in a sea-
son —  Paiton Hoefer 71

• Assists per game average —
Jack Wemhoff  4.7
Career Records

• Field goals in a career — 
Colton Wright 257

• Rebounds in a career — 
Colton Wright 498

• 3 pointers in a career — 
Paiton Hoefer 77
Team Records

• Wins in a season — 13
• Points per game average — 

52
• Rebounds in a season — 781
• Points in a season — 1352

From Page Seven
EPPJ

• Assists in a season — 312
A number of  awards were 

voted on by team members. 
They were:
JV awards

• Offensive MVP — Myles 
Kittelson

• Defensive MVP — Dylon 
Lueking

• Team MVP — Myles Kit-
telson

• Most Improved — David 
Durre
Varsity awards

• Offensive MVP — Colton 
Wright

• Defensive MVP — Paiton 

Hoefer
• Team MVP — Colton 

Wright
• Most improved — Dylon 

Lueking
• Academic All state 3.7 GPA 

or higher — Jack Wemhoff  and 
Colton Wright

“We ended the year as holi-
day tournament champions, 
the first time ever in Wolfpack 
history,” he said. The team 
also placed (fourth) in the 
NVC Tournament, another 
first AND EPPJ was district 
runner-up for the first time in 
Wolfpack history.

Governor Proclaims National Ag Week
LINCOLN – Governor Pete 

Ricketts proclaimed March 
21-27 as National Agriculture 

Week in Nebraska.  
“Over the past 12 months, 

Nebraska’s family farmers 
and ranchers have once again 
shown the world how their 
grit, strength, and generosity 
can carry us through tough 
times,” said Gov. Ricketts.  

“Despite the challenges of  
the coronavirus pandemic, 
they made sure American 
families had access to the 
food they needed to feed their 
families.  National Agriculture 
Week is a great opportunity 
to thank and celebrate the ag 
producers whose hard work 
helps to grow Nebraska.”

On a per capita basis, Ne-
braska generates more rev-
enue from agricultural com-
modities than any other state.  

In order of  value, Nebraska’s 
top five agricultural commodi-
ties in 2019 were cattle and 

calves, corn, soybeans, hogs, 
and dairy products (milk). 
NDA Director Steve Wellman 
and Nebraska Farm Bureau 
President Mark McHargue 
joined the Governor for 
today’s press conference to 
underscore the importance of  
agriculture in the state.

“Agriculture continues to be 
Nebraska’s largest economic 
driver supporting one out of  
every four Nebraska jobs,” 
said NDA Director Wellman.  
“Agriculture delivers $21 
billion in gross receipts to 
the state each year.  I want to 
thank Nebraska’s farmers, 
ranchers, and the many busi-
nesses that support them, and 
encourage them to continue 
their great work of  producing 
safe, healthy food for us and 
consumers around the world.”

It Pays To Advertise!
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Court News
All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
Matthew Klabenes, Neligh, 

NE 8/20/2020 acts declared as 
unlawful-license/driving, fined 
$250+offender assessment 
screening-evaluation/
treatment/drug testing-
probation administrative 
enrollment-probation/sheriff/
other fees totaling $177.53/3 
months of  probation ordered - 
Ternus.*

Darius L. Jones, Creighton, 
NE 7/13/2020 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Colleen A. Bluehorse, 
Oakdale, NE 10/13/2020 no 
valid registration-car-pickup-
stepvan/no license on person, 
fined $50 - Nelson.

Colleen A. Bluehorse, 
Oakdale, NE 10/9/2020 no 
valid registration-car-pickup-
stepvan/no license on person, 
fined $50 - Nelson.

Juan G. Gamez-Ortiz, 
Clearwater, NE 2/2/2021 no 
operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $75 - Lawson.

Andrew J. Esquitin, Aurora, 
NE 2/24/2021 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Mohr.

Arian J. Critchfield, 
Valentine, NE 2/19/2021 pass 
on left side, fined $25 - Viterna.

Miguel Angel Alvarez, 
Dakota City, NE 2/19/2021 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Johnson.

Marissa M. Pascoe, Kearney, 
NE 9/1/2020 speeding 49/30 
mph/no valid registration-
car-pickup-stepvan, fined $150 
- Nelson.

Connor Napier, Ewing, NE 
1/8/2021 no valid registration-
car-pickup-stepvan, fined $25 
- Johnson

Kurtis M. Hoefling, Norfolk, 
NE 1/3/2021 speeding 30/20 
mph/no valid registration-
car-pickup-stepvan, fined $50 
- Shaver.

Elayne J. Zellmer, Neligh, NE 
2/3/2021 no valid registration-
car-pickup-stepvan, fined $25 
- Johnson.

Friends and competitors
Both Elgin High and Pope John XXIII Central Catholic’s OID teams medaled at the NSAA Class D2 
State Speech Championships held Friday in Kearney. At the conclusion of the medal presentation, 
the teams, who competed against each other throughout the season, shook hands congratulating 
each other. Photo submitted
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the con-

struction of “Elgin Southeast 
Culvert for Antelope County,” 
JEO Project No. 130176.01, 
QuestCDN No. 7642891, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756-0026, until 
10:00 AM on the 6th day of April 
2021, and thereafter will be read 
aloud. 

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: Remove ex-
isting bridge. Install culvert 
and headwalls and embank-
ment for roadway. 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$160,000.00 

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project. 

All Proposals for said con-

struction work must be made on 
blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security 
to be made payable to the Trea-
surer of Antelope Count as liqui-
dated damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith. 

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-

enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact 
us at 402.371.6416. In order to 
bid the project, the contract doc-
uments must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY 
Charles Henery, Chairman 

ATTEST: Lisa Payne 
County Clerk 
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021 
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the con-

struction of “Ashfalls North-
west for Antelope County,” 
JEO Project No. 190769.00, 
QuestCDN No. 7642934, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756-0026, until 
10:00 AM on the 6th day of April 
2021, and thereafter will be read 
aloud. 

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: Remove ex-
isting bridge. Construct new 
roadway on new alignment. 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$165,000.00 

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project. 

All Proposals for said con-
struction work must be made on 

blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security 
to be made payable to the Trea-
surer of Antelope Count as liqui-
dated damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith. 

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-

enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact 
us at 402.371.6416. In order to 
bid the project, the contract doc-
uments must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder. 

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY 
Charles Henery, Chairman 

ATTEST: Lisa Payne 
County Clerk 
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ 

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase a new or used 
lowboy trailer with detachable 
neck. The Antelope County 
Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 9th, 
2021, until 10:00am on April 
13th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for lowboy trailer” 

on the outside of the envelope.  
Quotes will be opened at the 
April 13th, 2021 board meeting at 
10:00am. The specs for the 
trailer are as follows: Hydraulic 
detachable gooseneck, non-
ground bearing that provides 
a minimum of 13” lift from ride 
height; Hydraulic Power Source 
that is electric over hydraulic self-
contained system with minimum 
13.5 h.p. gas engine; Minimum 
8’ 6” deck width; Tri-Axle with 
minimum 25,000 # rating on 
each axle; minimum 24’ well 
length; if trailer is ‘used’ it must 
be in good working condition and 

have a current D.O.T. inspection. 
Please include in bid: Warranty 
information and the availability 
for delivery.  Contact the 
Antelope County Clerks Office 
at 402-887-4410 with questions.   
The Antelope County 
Commissioners reserve the 
right to accept or reject any 
or all bid and shall determine 
in its sole discretion whether 
a product is acceptable as an 
equivalent. Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

Notice of Organization — Arehart Farms, L.L.C.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Arehart Farms, L.L.C. (the “Com-
pany”) has been organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska. 
The address of the designated 
office is 202 Westridge Drive, El-
gin, Nebraska 68636. The name 
and address of the Company’s 
registered agent for service of 
process is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, 
Nebraska 68756.

The general nature of the 
business to be transacted is 
to engage in any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited li-
ability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This Company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on March 12, 2021 and its 
existence shall be perpetual. The 

affairs of the Company are to be 
managed by one or more man-
agers.

Arehart Farms, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein
Doerr & Klein, P.C. 101 W. 4th 
Street
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice Of Incorporation of 
Wheeler County Farm Bureau

Pursuant to the provisions of 
the Nebraska Nonprofit Corpora-
tion Act, the undersigned adopts 
the following Articles of Incorpo-
ration:

The name of the corporation 
is Wheeler County Farm Bureau 
(the “Corporation”) and its head-
quarters shall be at 50897 Hwy 

70, Elgin, NE 68636.
The Corporation shall be a mu-

tual benefit corporation and shall 
have a perpetual duration.

The Corporation shall have 
members.  The private property 
of members, officers and direc-
tors of the Corporation shall be 
exempt from liability for corpo-
rate debts.

The address of the registered 
office is 50897 Hwy 70, Elgin, NE 
68636.  The name of the regis-
tered agent at that address is 
Steven Schrunk.

Dated this 10th day of March, 
2021.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Incorporation — Wheeler County Farm Bureau

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase one or more, new or 
used dump trucks. The Antelope 
County Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 
9th, 2021 until 10:30am on April 
6th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for dump truck” 

NOTICE
The Antelope County 

Commissioners have the intent 
to purchase a new or used 
side dump trailer. The Antelope 
County Commissioners will invite 
informal quotes from March 9th, 
2021, until 10:30am on April 
13th, 2021. Quotes should be 
submitted in a sealed envelope 
addressed to the Antelope 
County Commissioners, 501 
Main Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, 
NE  68756-0026.  The envelope 
must be clearly marked with 
“Informal quote for side dump 

NOTICE
Estate of LEON WILLIAM 

WAGNER, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that the 

Personal Representative has 
filed a report of his administra-
tion and a formal closing peti-

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
trailer” on the outside of the 
envelope.  Quotes will be opened 
at the April 13th, 2021 board 
meeting at 10:30am. The 
specs for the trailer are as follows: 
Tri-Axle with minimum 25,000 # 
rating on each axle; minimum 36’ 
tub length; minimum 23 CU YD 
capacity; must be able to dump 
on both sides; must include tarp 
system, rear push block, fenders, 
and mud flaps; if trailer is ‘used’ 
it must be in good working 
condition and have a current 
D.O.T. inspection. Please include 

in bid: Warranty information 
and the availability for delivery.  
Contact the Antelope County 
Clerks Office at 402-887-4410 
with questions.   The Antelope 
County Commissioners 
reserve the right to accept 
or reject any or all bid and 
shall determine in its sole 
discretion whether a product 
is acceptable as an equivalent. 
Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Request for Proposals — Antelope County
on the outside of the envelope.  
Quotes will be opened at the 
April 6th, 2021 board meeting at 
10:30am. The specs for the 
dump trucks are as follows: 
Tandem Axle with pusher or 
greater; Minimum 18,000 # front 
end,.40,000 # rears; Lockable 
rear axles; 3.70 gears or higher; 
Minimum 16’ box; If ‘used’ truck 
is bid, it must be under 150,000 
miles and have a current D.O.T. 
Inspection. Please include with 
bid: Horsepower, axle weights, 
axle ratio, box type and length, 
if it is snowplow ready, mileage, 

hours, warranty information, 
and the availability for delivery.  
Contact the Antelope County 
Clerk’s Office at 402-887-4410 
with questions.   The Antelope 
County Commissioners 
reserve the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids 
and determine in its sole 
discretion whether a product 
is acceptable as an equivalent. 
Thank You.
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Leon William Wagner
tion for complete settlement after 
informal probate of Will of said 
deceased, for determination of 
heirship, and for determination of 
inheritance tax, which have been 
set for hearing in the Antelope 
County, Nebraska, Court on April 

7, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Petitioner
PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021
ZNEZ

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Counties of Antelope, 

Knox & Holt are seeking grant 
application assistance and 
sealed bid proposals from 
qualified consultants to provide 
assistance with their 2022 update 
and revision of their current Multi-
Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation 
Plan for all three Counties and 
their sub-jurisdictions.  Interested 
applicants may contact Bobbi 
Risor, Emergency Management 
Director, at 402-844-2050 or 
brisor@norfolkne.gov with any 
questions regarding the grant 
application assistance and 
proposal submissions.

Grant application assistance 
and sealed bid proposals must 

be received at the Region 11 
Emergency Manager’s office 
on or before 12:00 p.m. (noon) 
on March 31, 2021.  Sealed bid 
proposals must be delivered in 
person or via mail to:  Region 
11 EMA, 701 Koenigstein Ave, 
Norfolk, NE 68701.  All grant 
application assistance and 
sealed bid proposals must 
be clearly marked Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Proposal and 
must include a detailed history 
of past experience with hazard 
mitigation planning.  

The sealed bids will be opened 
at the April 6, 2021, Antelope 
County Commissioners Meeting 
located at 501 Main Street, 
Neligh, NE  68756 @ 9:15 a.m. 

The Antelope, Knox & Holt 
County Board of Commissioners 
reserve the right to reject 
any and all grant application 
assistance and bid proposals, 
waive minor irregularities in any 
grant application assistance 
and bid proposal, and to accept 
the grant application assistance 
and bid proposal most favorable 
to the Counties interest, as 
well as to work with the most 
responsive bidder based on the 
recommendation of the three 
county emergency management 
directors and staff. 

Procurement of funds will be 
contingent upon grant approval. 
PUBLISH: March 17 & 24, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

NOTICE
Estate of DONALD BREAKER 

JR., Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

March 17, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-10, Judy 
Hershberger, whose mailing ad-

dress is 601 5th, Oakdale, Ne-
braska 68761, has been appoint-
ed as personal representative 
of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 
this Court on or before May 24, 
2021 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall submit their claims to 

the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021 
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Donald Breaker Jr.

NOTICE
Estate of RANDOLPH B. 

HARRIS, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

March 17, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-8, MOL-
LY B. HARRIS, whose mailing 

address is 46 Peninsula Center 
Drive, E-260, Rolling Hills Es-
tates, CA 90274, has been ap-
pointed as personal representa-
tive of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 
this Court on or before May 24, 
2021 or be forever barred. Credi-

tors shall submit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Martin V. Klein #22220
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: March 17, 24 & 31, 
2021 
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Randolph B. Harris

Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, March 29: Frisco burger w/bun, potato salad, baked 

beans, apple crisp, milk.
Tuesday, March 30: Chili soup, carrots & celery, cheese & 

crackers, cherry fruit salad, cornbread, milk.
Wednesday, March 31: BBQ pork w/bun, oven potatoes, corn, 

pears, milk.
Thursday, April 1: No menu available.
Friday, April 2: No menu available.

Elgin Community Center Menus

NOTICE FOR BIDS
The Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners will accept 
sealed bids until 9:30 AM on 
April 13th, 2021 for Culverts.  
Bids may be brought in or mailed 
to the Antelope County Clerk’s 
Office, 501 M Street, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE  68756-0026.  
Bidders will bid according to 
the specifications provided by 
the Road Superintendent, bids 
made on items not listed on the 
specifications or bids not consis-
tent with the specifications will 

not be accepted.  All bids must 
be plainly marked “Culvert Bid” 
on the lower left-hand corner of 
the envelope.  Successful bidder 
will supply the specified product 
from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 
2022.  Bids will be opened and 
publicly read at the April 13th, 
2021 board meeting at 9:30 AM 
in the County Commissioners 

Meeting Room of the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex.  The 
Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
PUBLISH: March 24, 31 & April 
7, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
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“We’re currently in the 
process of  finalizing the 
blueprints for remodeling our 
patient rooms and nursing 
floor - originally built in the 
1970s,” said Diane Carlin, AMH 

Construction for remodeling AMH’s nursing floor/patient rooms will begin this spring. Pictured at AMH’s 
current nursing station are (l-r): Kirstyn Evans, CNA; Karol Michael, LPN; Marvi Pruden, RN/supervisor; 
Marisa Miles, RN: and Jenni Breuer, unit coordinator. Photo submitted

New remodeling plans announced for AMH patient rooms/nursing floor
CEO. “It will include a variety 
of  improvements and updates 
which will enhance the flow 
of  patient care, aesthetics 
of  patient rooms and safe 
delivery of  quality care for 

patients, to include those ill 
with COVID,. Construction 
will begin this spring with 
the project being completed 
in phases to maintain AMH’s 
continuum of  quality care for 

its patients.”
Some of  the current patient 

rooms with double-beds will 
be converted into single-bed 
isolation rooms, added Carlin. 
A new nurses’ substation will 
be added to the west side of  the 
nursing floor (in the COVID 
patient care area), allowing 
our nurses to be stationed 
closer to their patients there. 
All rooms will be equipped to 
have negative air pressure, 
empowering us to reach our 
post-pandemic infection 
control goals. Each room will 
also be remodeled to have 
more space and easy access 

to shower/toilet, new heating 
and air conditioning units, 
better lighting and oxygen 
units with suction and med gas 
capabilities. Local businesses 
will be used for the electrical 
renovations and low-voltage 
scoping. A job for an asbestos 
survey and abatement will also 
be contracted.

Other project additions/
updates include a sink in the 
tub room (for shampooing 
hair), a family consultation 
room and a ceiling lift system 
in several rooms, to better 
accommodate patients-of-
size and protect our nursing 

staff  from lifting injuries. In 
addition, a break room and 
meeting room for nursing staff  
and an office for the nursing 
supervisor will be added. 

“We’re very excited to begin 
the remodeling project for our 
nursing floor this spring,” 
said Carlin. “It will allow 
our staff  to better handle 
our patients in isolation 
(to include COVID) while 
enhancing the flow of  patient 
services. Plus, the remodeled 
patient rooms will be more 
spacious, accommodating and 
aesthetically pleasing to our 
patients. This project truly 

The Elgin Public Speech 
Team took five speech team 
members to state and returned 
with seven medals.

Of  their three qualifying 
events, two made finals and 

EPS speech team earns seven state medals

Pope John’s OID team 
brought home a medal from the 
Class D2 State Speech Contest 
last week. PJCC’s OID team of  
Brooklyn Meis, Linus Borer, 
Matthew Dilly, Skyler Meis 
and Cale Kinney placed sixth. 
PJCC’s other OID team at 
state (Allyson Selting, Emma 
Mlnarik, Kaylee Ramold and 
Skylar Reestman) just missed 
qualifying for finals, finishing 
seventh.

Other PJCC results from the 
state competition were:

• Allyson Selting finished 
10th in entertainment 
speaking.

• Linus Borer competed in 
extemporaneous speaking but 
did not advance to the finals, 
finishing 14th.

• Jack Barlow placed 16th in 
Humorous Prose.

• Placing eighth in Poetry 
was PJCC’s Emma Lea 
Ruterbories.

• In Serious Prose, Skylar 
Reestman placed ninth.

The team is coached by Amy 
Klein.

PJCC places in
State OID

academic growth of  students, while preparing them to live a 
moral, faith-filled life based on Catholic values.”

Mrs. Schumacher and her husband Kevin (also a 1987 graduate 
of  Pope John) live near Petersburg where they are active 
members of  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Petersburg. 
They have three children (Taylor, Kyle and Kaitey) and one 
grandchild (Theo). All three children attended or are currently 
attending Pope John/St. Boniface Catholic schools.

Schumacher believes that there is no better gift to give your 
child than the gift of  a Catholic education. She looks forward 
to the opportunity to share her talents/gifts with Pope John/St. 
Boniface schools and to give back to the schools and community 
that fostered her educational goals.

From Page One
Schumacher

medalled. The OID of  Theanna 
Dunn, William Heilhecker, 
Jack Wemhoff, Austin Good 
and Baylee Busteed earned 
4th place in D2. Dunn and 
Heilhecker brought home the 

6th place medals in D2 Duet 
Acting. 

Heilhecker received a Supe-
rior Rating for his Entertain-
ment Speech that just missed 
qualifying for finals by a few 
points.

The coaches were thrilled 
with the day’s results. 

“It was nice to see the kids 
bring home some hardware 
from this trip. You never know 
what can happen when you 
get to state. We’ve got a young 
team, so we just wanted them 
to have a great experience. Wil-
liam was triple entered at state 
as a sophomore and brought 
home two medals. Theanna 
was double entered, and was 
able to finish out her senior 
year earning two state medals. 
Jack and Austin earned their 
first state medals as sopho-
mores, and Baylee earned her 
first as a freshman. That’s kind 
of  a big deal.”

The 11-member speech team 
will bid farewell to two seniors:  
Dunn and Jordan Lindgren.

“We can’t say enough about 
Jordan and Theanna. They 
have been great kids to work 
with and have been terrific 
leaders for our program. They 
have played an important role 
in our program over the past 
few years, and they will be 
missed.”
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Shop at home to support 
our merchants!

The work of  the Legislature 
is now about getting bills to the 
floor for debate by the entire 
body. And that generally means 
a priority designation. Prior-
ity bills, one per senator, two 
per committee, and twenty-five 
for the speaker, have now been 
designated. Senator Geist pri-
oritized my LB 408, which pro-
vides for a 3 percent limit on 
annual increases in property 
tax askings. It may be debated 
on the floor of  the legislature 
next week.

Senator Slama prioritized 
my LB 139, which provides a 
measure of  protection for our 
businesses, schools, health care 
providers, and others, from 
needless covid related lawsuits. 
It hasn’t been advanced to the 
floor by the Judiciary Commit-
tee, as it has met with sig-

nificant 
push-
back 
from the 
trial at-
torneys. 
However, 
as nego-
tiations 
continue 
on this 
issue, the 
prior-
ity des-
ignation 
gives us 
consid-
erably 
more 
leverage 
in the 
discus-
sions.

As I mentioned, Speaker 
Hilgers is allowed to prioritize 
25 bills. Of  these 25, he chose 
two of  mine, LB 283 and LB 
366. LB 283 would provide for 
year round daylight savings 
time, and eliminate the need to 
change our clocks twice a year. 
LB 283 also has a broad coali-
tion of  Nebraska state senators 
as co-sponsors. LB 366 would 
expand and extend the Micro-
enterprise Tax Credit program. 
This program has been used by 
many small businesses to grow 
and create jobs in our state.

My personal priority is my 
LB 2, which we amended in 
the Revenue Committee to also 
include an amended version of  
my LB 79. The amended ver-

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 41 Senator
Tom Briese

LB 139 would
over COVID
protection

See BRIESE, Page 14
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ALBION — Boone County 
Health Center announced 
it is a 2021 Top 100 Critical 
Access Hospital. This honor is 
given by The Chartis Center 
for Rural Health based on 

BCHC named top 100 in the nation
the results of  the Hospital 
Strength INDEX®.

“Boone County Health 
Center is honored with several 
awards for excellence each 
year, however, this award in 
particular is respected across 
the industry as one of  the 
most reliable and objective 
measures of  excellence,” said 
Boone County Health Center 
President and CEO Tanya 
Sharp. 

“We did not apply for this 
award. Instead, Chartis 
identifies the best of  the best 
by analyzing the data.”  

Over the past 11 years, 
the INDEX has grown to 
become the industry’s most 
comprehensive and objective 
assessment of  rural hospital 
performance. 

It is based entirely on public 
data and uses an astonishing 
36 independent indicators that 
assess rural hospitals for their 
ability to achieve a high level 
of  quality care, mitigate risks 
for patients, and secure better 
outcomes while increasing 
patient satisfaction and 
operating at the lowest cost 
possible as compared to peers. 

This is the fifth year Boone 
County Health Center has been 
recognized as a Top 100 Critical 
Access Hospital based on the 
INDEX. 

“Never was our staff ’s 
excellence more evident than 
in the past year. Time and 
time again they have shown 
resilience, adaptability and 
a commitment to the health 
and wellbeing of  the people 
who live in the communities 
we serve, even in the face of  
uncertainty during this global 
pandemic,” said Sharp.

made plenty of  memories that I will not forget anytime soon. 
After a long night on the road back home from Kearney, I woke 

up bright and early the next morning for PROM!. Although it 
was the day of  prom, there was still plenty of  stuff  to do. First, 
my mom and I made our trip to Norfolk for me to get a spray tan. 
Daring, I know, but we did it anyway. 

Plus, I got to have some McDonald’s for breakfast to really start 
my day. After that, we headed back to Neligh to pick up flowers 
that turned out lovely. 

While I wished I could have taken a nap before the long night 
ahead of  me, there simply was no time. After picking up my 
flowers I had to drive myself  to Bartlett to get my hair done. It 
turned out beautifully, but let me just say that the wind was not 
in my favor that day. 

Luckily, I had about 40 bobby pins holding in my hair. After 
finishing there, I made my way home to start getting my makeup 
done and begin getting dressed. 

Compared to last year’s dress, my dress for my senior prom 
was the complete opposite. There were no jewels or beads or 
details. Just a simple, elegant red dress with a one shoulder 
strap. 

Most people who know me know I like my glitz and glam. I have 
to say, I loved the simplicity and beauty of  this dress. 

After finally getting ready, my prom date Jack Wemhoff  picked 
me up in my dad’s pickup. Before we left we had to stop and 
get pictures for both of  our families. Then, we headed off  to a 
classmate’s house for class photos. 

Our original plan was for photos outside, but the wind still 
kept blowing so we had to “squish” our huge class and our dates 
in for a picture. Pre-prom pictures were done and we headed off  
to Mass. After Mass, we all drove off  to the KC Hall to get ready 
for the Grand March.

The decorations for the Great Gatsby theme were beautiful. 
Plenty of  people stayed following the Grand March to take photos 
with people. Me? I was simply waiting for the food. 

Our meal was chicken alfredo, salad, green beans, garlic bread 
and an assortment of  delicious desserts. Because Jodine Meis 
made it, I knew it was going to be amazing. It was and, luckily, I 
wore a non-fitting dress because I definitely made my way up for 
seconds. 

After finishing our meal, it was time to dance. Since it was my 
senior prom, I wanted to make it was one to remember and I did. 
There were only a handful of  songs that I went to get a drink for 
other than dancing. Aside from those, I was dancing my tail off  
the whole night. I don’t think my feet have ever hurt that bad 
before by the end of  the night. For the last song, “More Than My 
Hometown” by Morgan Wallen, we all huddled together and sang 
out that final song on our senior prom. It was amazing.

After the dance, we went to post prom. There was food, some 
inflatables, games and gifts. For most of  my night, I played 
cornhole and dodgeball. The most amazing part of  post prom, for 
me,  was winning a mini Keurig. 

It is safe to say that the first combined prom between Elgin 
Public and Pope John was a success. Without a doubt, this senior 
prom, my last prom, was one I will never forget. I will definitely 
hold this weekend’s memories dear to my heart. 
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sion would generate additional 
property tax relief  by ramp-
ing up the property tax credit 
fund by 3 percent annually. It 

also would value agricultural 
land at 50 percent for repay-
ment of  school bonds approved 
after the date of  the act. This 
ag lang valuation provision 

would not impact general fund 
receipts, and is simply a way 
to create a little more parity 
among patrons when voting on 
school bond issues.

My LB 531 provides for tax 
credits for contributions to 
qualified early childhood pro-
grams. It has a path to the floor 
through a proposed amend-
ment to Senator Linehan’s LB 
364, which she has prioritized.

My LB 3 has been amended 

into the Education Commit-
tee priority bill, LB 528. LB 3 
requires a school district, on 
its notice of  budget hearing, to 
include a statement informing 
patrons of  the NDE website 
where they can find informa-
tion on per pupil costs and test 
scores, among other items, 
and how the district compares 
to other districts in the state. 
It should be discussed on the 
floor this week.
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