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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 77 degrees recorded 
on March 20. The low was 18 
degrees on March 14. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 14 49 18   
March 15 64 42  
March 16 65 37  
March 17 48 26    
March 18 54 19    
March 19 65 32  
March 20 77 45    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for March .............. .. 0.28
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.43

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Notice of  Primary Election 
— Antelope County

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Wheeler 
Central Board of  Education

Notice of  Organization — 
K&S Collective, L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 

See COURT, Page Five

Could mentoring be in your future?

For more information, contact Elgin Public School at 402-843-2455

WE NEED MENTORS!

Keith
Kube

Barry
DeKay

We’re just a little over a 
week away from the annual 
PJCC Musical. This year, 
students will be performing 
“Nine to Five - The Musical” 
on Friday, April 1 and again 
on Sunday, April 3 at 7 p.m. in 
the St. Boniface Gym.

Set in 1979, office workers 
Violet (Abby Hemenway), 
Judy (Emma Mlnarik) and 
Doralee (Trista Hemenway) 
who were nothing more than 
“just a step on the boss man’s 
ladder,” set out to get even 
with corrupt CEO, Franklin 
Hart Jr. (Linus Borer). 

Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $5 for students K-12 and 
may be purchased from any 
cast member or by calling the 
high school (843-5325). 

The deadline to purchase 
advance tickets is Friday, 
March 25. Tickets may also 
be purchased at the door.

.

Deadline is Friday
for PJCC musical
advance tickets

EPS/PJCC Junior/
Senior Prom to be
held Saturday
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They came, they competed and they medaled! Speech students from Elgin Public and Pope John 
high schools competed Friday at the Class D2 State Speech Tournament held on the campus of 
Kearney High School. (Above) Elgin Public’s OID team of (l-r) Ethan Hinkle, Jack Wemhoff, William 
Heilhecker, Austin Good and Corbin Kinney brought home third place medals. (Below) Medalists from 
Pope John included (l-r): Linus Borer who placed second in extemporaneous; Eliza Borer who placed 
sixth in persuasive, Emma Mlnarik, Brooklyn Meis and Cale Kinney who joined Linus to placed sixth 
in the OID competition. Photos submitted

State speech medalists!

Those interested in learning more about the candidates run-
ning for the District 40 seat in the Nebraska Legislature are invit-
ed to participate in a candidate forum sponsored by the Antelope, 
Cedar, Dixon, Holt, Knox, and Pierce County Farm Bureaus.

The candidate forum will be held Thursday, March 31 at 7 p.m. 
at Mary’s Restaurant, 108 S. West Street, Plainview.

The forum will provide an opportunity for the public to meet 
and ask questions of  the candidates who are seeking to represent 
the district in the Nebraska Legislature. The event is free and 
open to the public. 

Doors will open 30 minutes before the forum begins to enable 
attendees the opportunity to meet the candidates and submit 
written questions for consideration at the forum. The forum will 
last 90 minutes.

Legislative District 40 encompasses all of  Antelope, Cedar, Holt 
and Knox counties, and portions of  Dixon and Pierce counties. 
The seat is currently held by Sen. Tim Gragert, who is not seek-
ing re-election.

All of  the filed candidates seeking to represent District 40 have 
been invited to participate, including Barry DeKay of  Niobrara, 
Robert Johnston of  Clearwater, Keith Kube of  Crofton and Mark 
Patefield of  Laurel. Both Kube and DeKay filed shortly after 
Gragert made his announcement. Since then Johnston and Pate-
filed filed for the election.

Johnston, a fifth-generation farmer and producer, said now is 
the time for a strong voice to represent the 40th District.

Patefield owns pharmacies in Laurel and Wayne. He has served 
as mayor of  Laurel for eight years and, prior to that, served on 
the local school board. Having grown up on a farm, he has said 
his experience of  owning two businesses as well as serving in 
public office, makes him a well-rounded candidate.

Robert
Johnston

Mark
Patefield

County Farm Bureaus to
host legislative forum

Casino Royale is the theme 
for the 2022 Elgin Public-Pope 
John Junior/Senior Prom to 
be held this Saturday, March 
26. As in past years, this 
year’s prom will be held at 
the Elgin Knights of  Colum-
bus Hall. The Grand March, 
which the public is invited to 
attend, will begin at 6:45 p.m.

Following the march, 
beginning at 7 p.m., photos 
will be taken by Kimberly’s 
Photography. Jo’s Catering 
will be serving the meal at 
approximately 7:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a dance.

Elgin community
cleanup day to
be held in April

The Elgin community 
cleanup day will be held 
Thursday, April 28. The 
City of  Elgin will provide 3 
dumpsters to dispose items.

The Wheeler County 
County GOP Convention 
will be held on Saturday, 
April 2 at the Old Fire Hall 
in Bartlett at 1 p.m. 

The meeting will be 
opened and chaired by 
Nadine Bane, Greeley 
County Vice Chairwoman.  
They will be having a short 
business meeting to elect 
in new board members of  
the Wheeler County GOP. 

Guest speakers will 
be one candidate for 
Governor, Michael 
Connely; and staff  member 
Le La McNinch will be 
speaking for the Charles 
Herbster gubernatorial 
campaign. 

Also speaking will be 
candidate Jennifer Hicks 
for Nebraska Attorney 
General; candidate for 
Congress Michael Calhoun 
for the Third District; and 
candidate Travis Hines for 
Wheeler County County 
Commissioner. 

According to Bane, there 
may be additional state 
candidates attending to 
speak. 

The Nebraska Primary 
Election will be held on 
Tuesday, May 10.

The General Election 
will be held on November 
8.

Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

Wheeler County
GOP Convention
to be April 2 at old
Bartlett Fire Hall

Kindergarten Roundup will 
be Thursday, March 31 in the 
EPS kindergarten classroom.

All kindergarten students 
must be five years old by 
July 31 and have all current 
immunizations.

EPS Kindergarten Roundup set
EPS is required by state law 

to have a copy of  the child’s 
official birth certificate and 
immunizations on file. Anyone 
with questions should call the 
school (402) 843-2455 during 
regular school hours.

Clearwater man faces charges
for attacks with motor vehicle
By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Jose J. Gonzales, 39, of  
Clearwater appeared before the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in the 
Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh last Wednesday, March 
16, on seven counts alleged 
March 11. He is charged with 
four Class 2A felony counts 
of  second-degree assault; two 
Class 1 misdemeanors, inten-
tional domestic assault and 
third-degree assault; and a 
Class 3 misdemeanor, willful 
reckless driving. Preliminary 
hearing is set April 6. Bond is 
continued, in the amount of  
$500,000, 10% cash. Gonzales is 

represented by public defender 
Melissa Figueroa of  Norfolk.

The charges stem, accord-
ing to a probable-cause affida-
vit filed by Antelope County 
Sheriff  Robert Moore, from a 
911 call received from a “fran-
tic female” March 11.  The 
caller indicated an incident 
that allegedly started at a Holt 
County residence and pro-
ceeded into Antelope County 
on Sargent Road, where the de-
fendant allegedly tried to ram 
the alleged victims’ vehicle 
multiple times, from behind, 
from the side and, after he 

Boomerangs was busy Thursday night as St. Patrick’s Day was cel-
ebrated with a wild game feed. Among those enjoying the many offer-
ings were (l-r) Doris Kluthe, Sharon Wilkinson and Sharon Lilli. E-R 
photo/LMorgan

Wild game feed held

Collectibles, tools, food and ag-related items were on the auction block Saturday night at 
the St. Boniface Spring Benefit Auction. (Left) Ted Baum was just one of several auctioneers 
who recognized bidders during the event. (Below) Farm tractor collectibles donated by Jim 
Getzfred were just some of the items put up for sale as attendees enjoyed a meal of sloppy 
joes, etc., prepared for the event. E-R photos/DMorgan

St. Boniface Spring Auctions attracts large crowd
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Travis and Carmen 
(Essmann) Eischeid of  Elgin 
welcomed a son, Brixton David, 
born on February 21, 2022 at 
8:14 p.m. at 
Boone County 
Health Center 
in Albion. He 
weighed 8 lbs, 10 
oz and was 20-
1/2 inches long.

Grandparents 
are Dave and 
Janice Eischeid 
of  Elgin and 
Kenneth and 
Colleen Essmann of  Pender. 

Great-grandparents are 
Herman Jr. and Arlene 
Essmann of  Pender and 
Marlene Reiner of  West Point.

*****
Dean and Rhea Braband of  

Omaha welcomed home a son, 
Floyd James 
Braband, on 
March 1, 2022. 
He weighed 
7 lbs and was 
10-1/2 inches 
long. He joins a 
brother, David, 
at home.

Grandparents 
are Ray and 
Pam Braband of  
Elgin and Rita Voss of  Omaha.

Great-grandparents are 
Marlene Henn of  Clearwater 
and Carol Mescher of  Elgin.

New Arrivals
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Sixty Years Ago
March 15, 1962

Earl Filsinger, Elgin, filed 
on the Republican ticket for 
Supervisor in District No. 7. 
Rita Wagner, incumbent, filed 
on the Republican ticket for 
the office of  County Surveyor 
of  Antelope County.

Official “ok” has been given 
for Elgin’s new post office 
building and Postmaster Geo. 
M. Pontoon and his staff  are 
moving equipment from the 
former building into their new 
quarters. The new building is 
located across the alley west 
from Brooks Chapel and the 
new modern structure is set to 
open on Monday.

Looking Back
Fifteen foot drifts were 

blasted around Elgin this past 
week. Ten travelers and area 
resident were stranded  here 
for three days, Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday, at the Logan due 
to the storm. The hotel here 
was practically filled during 
the three-day period. Outstate 
residents stalled here were 
from Grand Island, Lincoln, 
and Omaha.  

Fifty Years Ago
March 22, 1972 

Second grade pupils from 
the Elgin Public School toured 
the Review office along with 
their teacher, Mrs. Arlo Rice. 
Thirty-four of  the youngsters 

witnessed operations 
performed in publishing a 
weekly newspaper. 

Alameda, California, Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Keith 
P. Welding, son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilbert C. Welding of  
Elgin, has reported for duty 
aboard the nuclear powered 
attack aircraft carrier USS 
Enterprise.  He is a graduate of  
Pope John XXIII High School 
is Elgin and joined the Navy in 
October 1971. 

Thirty Years Ago
April 1, 1992

A major renovation project 
began this week at the Elgin 
United Methodist Church. 

Workers for the R.A. Johnson 
Contracting of  Omaha were 
grinding out the brick mortar 
joints and tuck pointing new 
mortar in them. 

Major Bradley G. Norton 
was recipient of  two awards 
presented during ceremonies 
held at Ramstein Air Force 
Base, Germany. As a result of  
action during the Gulf  War 
as an RF4C jet pilot, Major 
Norton was presented the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, 
one of  the highest honors 
awarded by the U.S. Air Force. 

He is an Elgin native and 
graduated from Elgin High 
School in 1975. 

Shop at Home!

Many people understand the importance of  sleep, but few of  
us actually take the time to work on improving our sleep. It is 

akin to talking about eating healthier, but 
without giving any tips or advice on how 
to do so. We all know we need to improve 
our sleep, but instead of  treating it like our 
diet and exercise regimes, we simply try 
to force sleep, rather than practicing how 
to improve our sleep. This underlines why 
sleep is one of  the most underrated aspects 
of  your health that could be holding you 
back from achieving your goals, especially 
weight loss or other health related goals.

As mentioned, there is so much more to 
sleep than just getting into bed a bit earlier. 
While that helps, it might not actually help 
you get more sleep. Instead, there are other 
ways throughout the day and before bed 
that can help you achieve better quality 
sleep that same day!

First up, getting sunlight during the day 
dramatically improves your sleep. We all 
know the feeling of  spending the day sitting 
outside in the hot sun and how exhausted it 

makes you feel, even if  you haven’t done anything super active. 
Getting around 20 minutes in the sun (through a window even 
works if  you work long hours in an office) can make a huge dif-

ference in your sleep. It does this by helping to reset our circa-
dian rhythm, which keeps our bodies running smoothly.

Next up, a consistent bedtime and wake time is critical to 
improving your sleep. Often, Sunday-Thursday we have a con-
sistent routine, but Friday and Saturday nights often find us up 
later than normal, which causes us to sleep in, and give us a mini 
“sleep-hangover” to start the week on Monday (think of  a mini jet 
lag every weekend!). Instead, staying mostly consistent with your 
sleep will help keep your body on track in the long run.

We all have morning routines, but how many of  us have a sleep 
routine? About 1-2 hours before bed, creating a sleep routine 
(similar to the one you create for children), helps get you ready to 
fall asleep. Expecting to just fall asleep right away without giving 
any thought to a sleep routine doesn’t work for most people. A few 
examples of  actions that could be included in your sleep routine 
include dimming the lights, reducing electronic usage, wearing 
blue-light blocking glasses (blue light from electronics suppresses 
melatonin, our sleep hormone), taking a bath or shower, reading, 
and journaling. Picking a few of  these to help create a routine 
that works for you will help create a better sleep environment.

Caffeine and food intake can also impact your sleep. Avoid-
ing caffeine 10-12 hours before bed and food 1-2 hours before bed 
can help improve your sleep quality. This is especially true for 
caffeine. We live in such an overstimulated society that this may 
seem overwhelming, but the reason we need so much caffeine is 

The importance of getting good sleep

Elizabeth “Betty” Ann Sal-
ber, 87 of  Elgin, passed away 
Monday, March 21, 2022, at the 
Boone County Health Center, 
Albion, NE.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial will 
be 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 
25, 2022, at St. 
Boniface Catho-
lic Church in 
Elgin, with Rev. 
Kevin Vogel 
officiating.  
Burial to follow 

in the parish cemetery. Visita-
tion will be 5 - 7 p.m. Thursday 
at the church, with a 7 p.m. 
wake service.

 Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin is in charge of  the ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.

George R. Johnson, 60, of  
Tulsa, OK passed away on 
Friday, March 18, 2022 at St. 
Francis Hospital in Tulsa, OK.

Visitation 
will be Friday 
from 5-7 p.m. at 
the Levander 
Funeral Home, 
Elgin, with a 7 
p.m. Prayer Ser-
vice conducted 
by Rev. Mary 
Avidano.

Levander 
Funeral Home 

of  Elgin, is in charge of  the ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****
George Raymond Johnson, 

son of  Gary Dean Johnson and 

George R. Johnson, 60
An Air Force veteran, his favorite hobby was playing the guitar for family and friends.

Joan Kae (Sehi) Johnson, was 
born March 6, 1962, in Neligh, 
Nebraska.  He graduated from 
Elgin High School in Elgin, Ne-
braska, in 1980. In high school, 
George enjoyed wrestling and 
placed at state wrestling in 
1980. He also participated in 
football, track, FFA, and trap-
shooting contests along with 
his father.

He enlisted in the United 
States Air Force on October 7, 
1980, where he trained as an 
aircraft mechanic. He spent the 
majority of  his time in the Air 
Force at Ellsworth Air Force 
Base in South Dakota. Follow-
ing his discharge in 1984, he 
worked at various jobs which 
took him from Huntington 
Beach, CA, to New Jersey.

While in New Jersey, he met 

and married Jean Lyman on 
April 19, 1995. To this union, a 
son Eric Thomas was born on 
January 31, 1996. 

George began driving truck, 
which turned out to be his 
favorite job.  He enjoyed travel-
ing to different states.  He took 
many pictures as he traveled, 
which he proudly shared with 
family and friends. In 2008, he 
moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

George enjoyed hanging out 
with his friend Sally and their 
puppy Caliber, fishing, grilling, 
and studying military aircraft, 
which he grew an appreciation 
for as he watched his father 
pilot and work on planes.  He 
learned to play guitar from 
his friend Steve Wilkey, and it 
became a favorite hobby.  He 
sometimes serenaded family 

over the phone. 
George will be deeply missed 

by his family and friends. 
George is survived by his son, 
Eric Johnson; mother, Joan 
Johnson Dickau (Charley); two 
sisters Betty Kallhoff  (Jerry) 
and Bonnie Johnson-Bartee 
(Jim); special friend Sally 
Byrom; nieces and nephews 
Shawna Moore (Butch), Joshua 
Kallhoff  (Tonya), Bethany 
Wagner (Calvin), Cassandra 
Schrad (BJ Bode), and Cole 
Haddix (Andrea); along with 
many grandnieces and grand-
nephews, cousins, aunts and 
uncles.

George was preceded in 
death by his father, Gary D. 
Johnson; grandparents Albert 
and Erma Sehi; and grand-
niece Mackenzie Fulsaas.

Elizabeth “Betty” Salber, 87
An Oakdale High School graduate, she was very active in her faith and in volunteer work.

levanderfuneralhome.com.
***** 

Elizabeth “Betty” Ann Sal-
ber daughter of  William and 
Gertrude (Billeter) Schuster 
was born on May 11, 1934, at 
Plainview, NE.  She graduated 
from Oakdale High School in 
1951 and attended Wayne State 
College.  

She taught in rural schools 
and worked at Antelope Coun-
ty Hospital.

On November 12, 1956, Betty 
was united in marriage to 
Melvin Salber at St. Francis 
Catholic Church, Neligh, NE. 
The couple lived on a farm 
southwest of  Elgin, where 
they raised their six children.  
Along with being a housewife 
and homemaker, Betty worked 
as a substitute teacher at many 
local schools.  In August of  
2011 Betty moved into Elgin, 

then in 2020 she moved to the 
Willows in Neligh.

She was a member of  St. Bon-
iface Catholic Church, Elgin, 
and was very active in her faith 
and in volunteer work. Betty 
was a member of  the Scattered 
Neighbors Extension Club. 
She loved to sew and quilt. 
Betty was an avid gardener and 
always had a large one on the 
farm.  

Betty enjoyed cooking, 
especially for her children 
and grandchildren.  Mel and 
Betty loved to dance, especially 
square dancing and she loved 
country western music. Betty 
enjoyed reading, writing in her 
journals, and was especially 
fond of  her days teaching chil-
dren. 

Betty is survived by her six 
children: Carol Brennan of  
Omaha, NE; David Salber of  

Omaha, NE; Mark Salber of  
Elgin; Bill (Jerri) Salber of  
Omaha, NE; Mary Jo (Jim) 
Wortman of  Denton, NE; and 
Paul (Carol) Salber of  Omaha, 
NE; 11 grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; brother 
Joe Schuster of  Omaha, NE; 
sister-in-law Gladys Reicks 
of  Elgin; sister-in-law Lorna 
Schuster of  Norfolk along with 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband Mel-
vin; brothers: Francis “Jake” 
(Claudia) Schuster and Dwain 
Schuster; son-in-law Mike 
Brennan; brothers-in-law Del-
bert Salber and Rollie Reicks 
sisters-in-law: Josephine (Al) 
Schrad, Vera (LaVern) Buelt, 
Joyce Schuster, Marlene Schus-
ter. 

Obituaries

Colleen Rech, 65
A Missouri native, she was a member of the Elgin United Methodist Church.

Death Notice

Colleen Kavar Rech, 65 
of  Neligh, NE passed away 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
at the Antelope Memorial 
Hospital, Neligh, NE.

Graveside services will be 11 
a.m. Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
(today) at Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Albion, NE. Visitation was 
held Tuesday, March 22, 2022 
at Levander Funeral Home in 
Albion. 

Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com.

*****
Colleen Kavar Rech, daugh-

ter of  George Willis and Mary 
Elizebeth (Harris) Hefflinger 
was born on November 18, 
1956, at Kansas City, MO.   

She attended several elemen-

tary schools in the Kansas City 
area, and graduated from Piper 
High School, Piper, Kansas.

Colleen married William 
Benton in 1975. To this union 
two children, Chris and Becky, 
were born. The couple was 
later divorced. 

On August 22, 1998, she mar-
ried Richard “Rick” Leon Rech 
at Independence, MO.   They 
lived in Raytown, MO; Blair, 
NE; Fremont, NE; and Elgin.  
She worked as a housewife, 
along with doing clerical work 
for various businesses.

Colleen was a member of  
the United Methodist Church, 
Elgin. 

She loved to read, refinish 
woodwork, do embroidery 
work, and watch old movies.

She is survived by her hus-
band Rick of  Neligh: daughter 
Becky Hefflinger of  Kansas 
City, MO; daughter-in-law 
Becky Ann Benton of  Duncan, 
OK; three grandchildren: Andy 
(Cierra) Benton of  Duncan, 
OK; Anna (Izaac White) Ben-
ton of  Duncan, OK; Maykala 
Hefflinger of  Kansas City, MO; 
one great-grandson Grayson 
of  Duncan, OK; two step-
sons: Mike (Kirstin) Rech of  
Tulsa, OK; Tim (Lydia) Rech of  
Omaha, NE; three sisters: Lynn 
Alsup of  Dallas, TX; Jane Hef-
flinger of  Kansas City, MO; and 
Becky Sue Monroe of  Eagle, 
ID; along with other relatives 
and friends. 

Colleen was preceded in 
death by her parents; son Chris 

in 2010; and her maternal and 
paternal grandparents.

Jason N. Meis, 36, of  Grand 
Island, NE, died Saturday, 
March 19, 2022.  Mass of  Chris-
tian burial will be Saturday, 
March 26, 2922, at 10:30 a.m. at 
St. Leo’s Catholic Church in 
Grand Island, NE.  

The Rev. Donald A. Buhrman 
will be the celebrant.  Visita-
tion will be Friday, March 25, 
2022, from 4 – 7 p.m. at St. Leo’s 
Catholic Church with a vigil 
service at 7:00 p.m. 

Curran Funeral Chapel is 
assisting the family.  More 
details will appear later.

See SLEEP, Page 10
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
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Edward R. Murrow
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

Is this a financial bubble or an economic boom?
That’s the question lawmakers ponder as they 

make second-year adjustments to the state bud-
get. Analysts seem to think it’s a bubble created 
by an influx of  federal pandemic relief. The ad-
ministration thinks the state coffers are burgeon-
ing because of  a booming economy.

Look at all the “help wanted” signs and make 
up your own mind.

The Appropriations Committee plan makes 
changes to the two-year budget passed last year. 
Under the plan, state spending would hit $9.8 
billion during the two years ending June 30, 2023. 
But, based on new, more optimistic projections 

of  state revenue, it would 
leave $453.6 million of  state 
general funds available for 
tax cuts or other spending 
priorities.

Nebraska’s economy 
may be experiencing an 
unsustainable period of  
growth due in large part to 
an influx of  federal funds, 
OpenSky Senior Analyst 
Craig Beck said recently, 
and this puts the state at 
risk of  having to make 
major budget cuts in the 
future if  legislators cut too 
much revenue this session.

The state’s revenue pic-
ture is much different than 
the one senators faced just 
a few years ago, when any 
bill that needed an appro-

priation was almost guaranteed to fail for lack of  
funding.  The question, however, is whether the 
picture is going to stay rosy, meaning we’re in an 
economic boom, or grow dark because the state 
is in a “fiscal bubble” in which our revenues are 
being inflated due to factors other than strong 
economic growth, Beck said.

He believes the latter and I agree because the 
federal CARES Act provided $16 billion stimulus 
directly to both residents and businesses and 
helped prop up state’s sales tax receipts. Another 
$6 billion came through the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA), the bulk of  which has already 
been distributed. The Legislature will decide how 
to spend the final $1 billion but will need to wade 
through $3 billion in requests before doing so.  

A total of  $24 billion was allocated to the State 
of  Nebraska in multiple forms. To put this in 
perspective, this is the equivalent of  22% of  total 
state personal income. 

Many other states are experiencing the same 
revenue growth, thus making federal pandemic 
funding the culprit.

The magnitude of  federal dollars and a few 
other indicators, including inflation and a shift in 
consumer buying away from services and toward 
taxable goods – both of  which will boost sales tax 

budget should be about dollars and cents.”
But committee member Sen. Rob Clements of  

Elmwood argued the budget is often described 
as a “moral document” and said the current 
proposal includes several expressions of  policy, 
saying “It is the intent of  the Legislature ...” and 
requiring that funds be used “only” for certain 
purposes.

Both he and Sen. Steve Erdman of  Bayard voted 
against the main budget bill because it did not 
include the sex education language. 

They also expressed concern that state spending 
would increase at a two-year average rate of  3.2% 
under the committee’s budget plan. Ricketts has 
repeatedly said his goal is to keep state spending 
growth at under 3% to make tax cuts possible.

I agree with Stinner. Let’s keep the budget about 
numbers. I agree with Beck. We’re in a bubble. 
Let’s plan for the burst – it rhymes with worst -- 
and keep our wits about us..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

receipts – and a strong stock market, lead to the 
bubble theory.

If  the bubble bursts, revenues could drop off  
precipitously, particularly if  lawmakers reduce 
future revenues by passing major tax cuts this 
year, Beck said.

Governor Pete Ricketts has named three tax 
changes as his priorities — cutting the top in-
come tax rates for individuals and corporations, 
eliminating income taxes on Social Security 
benefits, and continuing an income tax credit for 
property taxpayers at the current level. Lawmak-
ers have given first-round approval to all three 
changes.

The downside is that the large amount of  fed-
eral funding assistance is temporary. 

Appropriations Committee chairman Sen. John 
Stinner of  Gering led the committee in defeat-
ing an attempt by two members to put language 
in the budget prohibiting the state Department 
of  Education from enacting new sex education 
standards.

“Putting this language in is a poison pill for the 
budget as long as I’m chair,” he said. “I think the 

Lawmakers ponder economic boom or bubbleThe time may
soon be chang’in

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

We change our clocks twice a 
year, switching from standard 
time to daylight saving time 
and back again, even though 
we may not like it. This could 
soon change. The Legislature 
gave first-round approval to LB 
283 which would keep daylight 
saving time year-round, if  given 
approval on the federal level and 
three adjacent states adopt simi-
lar laws. To date, Wyoming has 
passed this legislation and the 
proposal is pending in Colorado, 
Iowa, and Missouri. In total, 18 
states have passed bills to switch 
to year-round daylight saving 
time and an additional 27 states 
are considering it.  Furthermore, 
on the federal level, the Senate 
approved a measure with bipar-
tisan support that would make 
daylight saving time permanent 
across the United States next 
year. The proposal now goes 
before the House of  Representa-
tives. 

Under current federal law, 
states are allowed to keep stan-
dard time year-round or change 
their clocks twice a year. Howev-
er, the sponsor of  LB 283, Senator 
Tom Briese, stated that he initial-
ly attempted to propose standard 
time year-round but ran into 
much opposition from retailers, 
chambers of  commerce, and the 
recreational industry, who prefer 

longer 
daylight. 
Supporters 
cited many 
reasons 
to end the 
practice of  
changing 
our clocks, 
such as 
difficulty 
in getting 
children 
out of  bed 
for school, 
disrup-
tion of  
medication 
schedules, 
reduced 
economic 
activity, 

health reasons, and even in-
creased car accidents. 

The Appropriations Committee 
presented their budget proposal 
to the Legislature and we spent 
most of  this past week debating 
it. The state’s financial status 
has significantly improved since 
the Legislature passed the bien-
nial budget last year. Since last 
session, more than $2 billion of  
additional revenues have affected 
the budget. Of  this amount, $611 
million is retained in the Gen-
eral Fund and $1.445 billion was 
transferred to the Cash Reserve 
Fund, as required by law. With 
the addition of  unused appro-
priations from last fiscal year, it 
resulted in $775 million in avail-
able funds for this biennium. The 
Appropriations Committee uti-
lized $349 million in their budget 
recommendations, leaving $454 
million in available funding for 
tax cuts or increased spending. 
Of  the $349 million utilized by the 
committee, 75% went to employee 
salary increases, provider rate 
increases, and support for the 
STAR WARs proposal. 

Much of  the debate on the 
budget bill adjustments focused 
on correctional issues. The 
Appropriations Committee’s 
recommendations include a $175 
million transfer from the cash re-
serve fund for a new $270 million, 
1,512 bed correctional facility 
to replace the aging Nebraska 
State Penitentiary. However, their 
recommendations do not include 
the appropriation authority to 
expend these funds, requiring 
further action by the Legisla-
ture. The chair of  the Judiciary 
Committee strongly believes that 
criminal justice reform needs 
to take place prior to discussion 
of  prison construction. Without 
changes in parole or reduced 
sentencing for some crimes, even 

Gas prices are high – as of  March 14, the national aver-
age is $4.32 per gallon, the highest it has ever been. When 
President Biden was asked if  he had a message for Ameri-
cans who are paying record prices at the pump, this was 
all he had to say: Prices are “going to go up. Can’t do much 
right now. Russia is responsible.” 

Other Biden administration officials have also blamed 
rising energy costs on Putin’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine. White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki called what we 
are seeing a “Putin spike.” Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm said 
we don’t know how long gas prices 
will stay high because “we don’t 
know how long Putin is going to 
terrorize Ukraine.” And Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen recently 
admitted to CNBC that inflation for 
energy and other goods is going to 
be “very uncomfortably high” for 
the next year.

It is simply false to say Russia 
is entirely responsible for rising 
energy prices. Gas prices have 
been going up since January 20, 
2021, President Biden’s first day in 
office, even though they were $2.45 
per gallon when President Trump 
took office and stayed below $3.00 

throughout his presidency.
You don’t need an economics degree to figure out why: 

On the campaign trail, President Biden promised to do ev-
erything he could to end fossil fuels. At a town hall event, 
he even said he would try to make companies and their 
leaders liable and to “put them in jail.”

Energy producers are facing uncertainty – uncertainty 
prompted by Joe Biden. In his first month in office, he 
rushed to make good on these campaign promises by lim-
iting new oil and gas leases on federal lands and waters. 
And earlier this year, he stopped issuing new drilling 
permits altogether.

The need for American oil and gas has never been 

higher, but because of  this administration’s policies, 
domestic production hasn’t kept up. The result is what we 
are seeing now, with gas prices up more than 75 percent 
since January 2021.

Using more American-grown and produced biofuels 
could help curb these rising costs. 

I recently joined a bipartisan group of  my Senate col-
leagues in sending a letter to the president, asking him to 
reinstate the sale of  E15 over the summer driving season. 
I have also cosponsored the Home Front Energy Indepen-
dence Act, which includes my standalone bill to allow E15 
to be sold all year.

The White House has said their restrictive policies are 
meant to encourage a transition to clean energy. But that 
decision has led to higher energy prices and increased 
Western reliance on Russian oil. 

This was on clear display last year, when Biden asked 
OPEC to increase production to address high U.S. gas 
prices instead of  rolling back some of  his detrimental 
day-one policies.

And now that gas prices are at record highs, the presi-
dent and his team are again going hat in hand to ask other 
countries to sell us more oil. The nations the White House 
has asked for a bailout so far include Venezuela, one of  
the world’s most brutal dictatorships. Why trade one 
tyrant for another when we are more than capable of  pro-
ducing enough energy here at home? Why feel it is some-
how better to have other countries produce the oil we need 
than to allow our nation to become energy independent? 

Since the moment he took office, President Biden has 
targeted American oil, gas, and ethanol. 

And even now that we are no longer importing fuel from 
Russia, he still seems intent on kneecapping American 
energy potential while asking other countries to fill in the 
gaps.

Instead of  blaming Russia for the highest gas prices in 
American history, President Biden should look inward. 
Prices started rising more than a year ago, long before 
the current crisis in Ukraine. And until he reverses 
course and allows American energy producers to actually 
produce American energy, prices will continue to climb 
higher.

Sticker shock at the gas pumps The Nebraska Legislature has 
reached a critical juncture.  In the 
coming weeks, Senators will make 
important votes on a budget that will 
shape the future 
of  our state.  

Earlier this 
month, the Leg-
islature’s Appro-
priations Com-
mittee released 
its amendments 
to my proposed 
budget.  This 
week, Senators 
will begin debat-
ing what to do 
with billions of  
taxpayer dollars.  
Specifically, 
they will decide 
whether surplus 
State revenues 
should be used 
for more govern-
ment spending 
or returned to 
Nebraskans through tax relief.  This 
extra revenue isn’t my money as 
Governor.  It’s not the Legislature’s 
money.  It’s the people’s money. 

As the Legislature enters this piv-
otal stretch, here is a rundown of  my 
budget priorities.
Controlling Spending

The State’s financial health depends 
on responsible stewardship of  tax 
revenues.  During my administra-
tion, we’ve passed four budgets that 
have limited average annual spending 
growth to around 2.5%.  Every year 
after we pass a budget, special inter-
est groups lobby the Legislature for 
more money.  Senators need to say 
“no” to wasteful spending and remain 

Voting for our future

See RICKETTS, Page FiveHave an opinion? Express it in a ‘Letter to the Editor’
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with the new facility, it is 
projected that our prison 
system will be overcrowd-
ed by more than 1,300 
inmates by 2030. Nebraska 
tops other states in hav-
ing the most overcrowded 
prisons.

I want to inform high 
school students who have 
an interest in law, gov-
ernment, leadership, or 
public speaking, of  the 
2022 Unicameral Youth 
Legislature. It is a four-
day legislative simulation 
held at the State Capitol 
from June 12-15. Student 
senators will sponsor bills, 
conduct committee hear-
ings, debate legislation, 
and learn about the unique 
process of  our unicameral 
system. UNL’s Extension 
4-H Youth Development 
Office coordinates housing 
and recreational activities 
for the camp. Registration 
forms can be obtained at 
NebraskaLegislature.gov/
uyl. The scholarship appli-
cation deadline is April 5.

Again, I encourage you 
to contact me with your 
thoughts on legislation 
that is before senators. 
I can be reached at Dis-
trict #40, P.O. Box 94604, 
State Capitol, Lincoln, NE  
68509. My email address is 
tgragert@leg.ne.gov and 
my telephone number is 
(402) 471-2801. 

focused on the people’s priori-
ties. 
Delivering Tax Relief

Thanks to Nebraskans’ hard 
work, our state has achieved 
strong growth, and State rev-
enues have been much stron-

ger than anticipated.  After 
last month’s revised revenue 
forecast, we’re now expected 
to increase tax receipts by $1.6 
billion more than anticipated 
at the end of  the 2021 Legisla-
tive session.  That represents 
a nearly 17% increase in our 
revenue forecast for this bien-
nium.   

When revenues exceed what 
we need to operate state gov-
ernment, we have an obligation 
to give this money back to the 
people.

The budget put forward by 
the Appropriations Committee 
last Friday allows the Legisla-
ture to aggressively pursue this 
relief.  I’m calling on Senators 
to pass three main tax bills.

• LB 723 protects the income 
tax rebate Nebraskans receive 
for school property tax pay-
ments.  For the 2021 tax year, 
the rebate is over 25%.  With-
out action from Senators, the 
rebate is scheduled to decline 
in 2024.  LB 723 would make 
this property tax relief  perma-
nent.

• LB 825 accelerates our 
phaseout of  taxes on Social 
Security income from ten years 
to five years.  This will help our 
seniors in the face of  rising 
inflation.

• LB 939 makes Nebraska’s 
income tax structure more 
competitive with neighboring 
states.  Just last month, Iowa 
passed legislation to lower 
their top individual income tax 
rate to 3.9%..
Replacing the Nebraska State 
Penitentiary

Senators must fully autho-
rize construction for a modern 
facility to replace the aging 
State Penitentiary.  The current 
penitentiary has outlived its 
usefulness.  The existing State 
Penitentiary has poor sight-
lines that pose a security risk 
for our Corrections Officers.  
Its utilities are unreliable.  It 
is too outdated to provide the 
modern programming inmates 

need to successfully re-enter 
society.  The longer the delay, 
the more costly a new con-
struction project will become—
and the more issues we’ll have 
at the current penitentiary for 
inmates and officers alike.
Protecting our water resourc-
es

The good news is that Ne-
braska has a compact with 
Colorado that guarantees us 
certain amounts of  water 
throughout the year.  However, 
Nebraska’s entitlement is 
contingent on building a canal 
and reservoir system—known 
as the Perkins County Canal—
along the South Platte River.  
Until we build the canal, Colo-
rado is not obligated to send 
us a single drop of  water from 
the South Platte River during 
nearly half  of  the year. 

I’ve recommended for the 
Legislature to fully fund the 
canal with an allocation of  
$500 million this year.  The 
Appropriations Committee has 

included $53.5 million in its 
budget proposal.  

This amount will provide 
for the design, permitting, and 
land acquisition to get the proj-
ect moving.  I urge Senators 
to fully approve these pre-con-
struction costs, and to allocate 
additional funds to construct 
the canal.
Keeping a check on taxpayer 
dollars

The Appropriations Com-
mittee removed language from 
my budget recommendation to 
prevent public funds from be-
ing used to research, adopt, or 
implement state sex education 
standards for Nebraska’s kids.

Last year’s efforts to imple-
ment sex education standards 
show that this concept is 
highly controversial among 
Nebraska’s parents.  Parents 
don’t want their children being 
inundated with non-scientific, 
political ideas on sensitive 
topics that go beyond appro-
priate health education.  It’s 

inappropriate to use their tax 
dollars on the development of  
these agenda-driven standards.  
There are far better, less divi-
sive educational enhancements 
this money could go towards.    

Senator Albrecht has pro-
posed an amendment to the 
budget that would add this 
language back in.  I encour-

age Senators to adopt this 
amendment as they finalize the 
budget. 

Now is the time when Sena-
tors are deciding how to vote 
on these key issues.  

I urge you to reach out to 
your representative to make 
your voice heard.

got in front of  them, he allegedly hit his brakes multiple times 
causing the victims’ vehicle to rear end the defendant’s vehicle. 
They were able to get alongside the defendant’s vehicle and force 
him into a ditch, then proceeded to Neligh where they waited for 
law enforcement officers. The two female occupants feared “he 
was going to hurt them or even kill them,” according to Moore’s 
report.

Xavier W. Hobbs, 20, of  Ewing appeared for further arraign-
ment on two Class 3 misdemeanors alleged Jan. 29, on Highway 
275, two miles east of  Clearwater on the Elkhorn River bridge. 
Hobbs pleaded not guilty to Count I, willful reckless driving, 
and Count II, minor in possession of  alcohol. Hobbs requested 
court-appointed counsel. Pretrial hearing is set April 20. Hobbs 
is represented by public defender Melissa Figueroa of  Norfolk.

Kaleb A. Williams, 29, of  Elgin appeared for pretrial hearing 
on a Class 2 misdemeanor, no proof  of  financial responsibility, 
committed Dec. 18. The defendant changed his plea to guilty, pur-
suant to a plea agreement with prosecutor Joe Abler. The agree-
ment included a joint recommendation for a fine only at sentenc-
ing, which is set April 20. He is represented by Figueroa.

Hope M Llanos, 32, of  Schuyler was granted a continuance, 
to April 6, for a pretrial hearing on a charge of  interfering with 
government operations, a Class 1 misdemeanor, alleged Jan. 8 at 
the Antelope County Law Enforcement Center in Neligh. Llanos 

is represented by Figueroa.
Darrion J. Cescolini, 27, of  Denver, Colorado, waived his right 

to a preliminary hearing. Taylor bound the case over to the 
Antelope County district court, where Cescolini is set for ar-
raignment March 30, on a Class 1D felony, possession of  heroin 
with intent to deliver, and a Class 4 felony, possession of  heroin.  
Bond, in the amount of  $20,000, 10% cash, is continued. Cescolini 
and a codefendant, Cassandra L. Howell, 28, of  Trinidad, Colo-
rado, were arrested Feb. 12 after the vehicle they were passengers 
in was pulled over by Nebraska State Patrol troopers east of  
Brunswick on Highway 20. Howell was previously bound over 
to district court on a felony possession of  methamphetamine 
charge. Cescolini is represented by the Antelope County public 
defender’s office.

Steven H. Habegger, 18, Antelope County Jail, waived his right 
to a preliminary hearing and had his case bound over to Antelope 
County district court, on a Class 3A felony count of  child abuse, 
alleged Feb. 10 at a Neligh motel. Three Class 1 misdemeanors, 
contributing to delinquency of  a child, debauching a minor 
and cruel mistreatment of  an animal, were dismissed, without 
prejudice, by Antelope County attorney Joe Abler. Habegger, who 
is represented by the Antelope County public defender’s office, is 
set for arraignment in the district court March 30. Habegger re-
quested a reduction in bond. Antelope County attorney Joe Abler 
objected. Taylor ordered bond continue as set, $100,000, 10%.

From Page One
Court

On Wednesday, March 16, the 
Pope John student competed 
in the NECC Scholastic Day.  
Students were chosen by their 
teachers to take a test in many 
academic areas.  The tests were 
graded to determine placings.  
Students competed against 24 
other Class D schools in North-
east Nebraska. 

PJCC students who placed in 
the top 10 in their respective 
tests!  

10th - Paiton Hoefer in Plant 
Science and Eliza Borer in 
Geometry

9th - Skyler Meis in Chem-
istry, Emma Lea Ruterbories 
in Public Speaking, and Eliza 
Borer in General Science

8th - Cale Kinney in Spanish 
II

7th - Linus Borer in Trigo-
nometry

5th - Samuel Hemenway in 
Algebra II

3rd - Linus Borer in Ameri-
can History

2nd - Jack Barlow in World 
History

1st - Emma Mlnarik in Intro 
to Psychology

PJCC competes at NECC Scholastic Day
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There will 
be no more
eight counts

Here in the office there’s a TV 
adjacent to our desks. Mounted on the 
wall, it’s on from the moment we get 
here til the moment we leave.

It’s background noise most days, 
nothing of  note to watch. Sometimes 
it’s on FOX News, sometimes it’s 
on those court shows with the 
outrageous characters that you pray 
never become your neighbors.

I don’t remember what channel it 
was on, maybe 
one of  the ESPN 
channels, when 
there was the 
announcement 
that former 
heavyweight 
boxer Ron 
Stander had 
died.

From Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, 
Stander rose 
to fame in the 
early 1970s 
when he fought 
Smokin’ Joe 
Frazier for the 
heavyweight 
title in Civic 
Auditorium in 
Omaha. He lost 
the fight but 

was admired everywhere for how he 
fought Frazier. The fight lasted four 
rounds before it was stopped on a 
technical knockout, Stander’s face 
having multiple cuts.

I never gave much thought about 
the man till four years ago when he 
was a special guest at the boxing 
matches at ‘Bash in the Burg.’

I thought Stander’s visit would be 
a great opportunity to interview a 
boxing legend. So there I went and 
waited for him to arrive.

Then, in the heat of  the day, I got 
my first glimpse of  Stander, but he 
wasn’t who I expected to see.

You see, what I saw that day was a 
man who had fought 62 professional 
fights. Winning more than he lost, he 
absorbed too many blows to the head. 
The man I spoke to that day was a 
shell of  the man Frazier stood in the 
ring with.

Here’s what I wrote about that day...
“He was slow to answer the questions 

I asked him, but answer them he did 
with short simple statements. His 
handwriting on the back of  a card was 
shaky, but his signature was real.

“There’s a term used in boxing 
circles for boxers who have taken too 
many blows to the head. It’s called 
“punch drunk” ... I’ve never seen it 
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Eclipsing the 20-win pla-
teau is something few high 
school teams do.

Elgin Public-Pope John 
did just that during the 
2021-22 campaign, posting 
a 21-6 record.

Coach Michael Becker 
and assistant coaches Matt 
Koeppe and Kyle Kallhoff  
took a team which won 13 
games the previous year 
and improved that number 
by eight, finishing the sea-
son at the Class D1 State 
Basketball Tournament.

Of  those six losses, two 
came to O’Neill St. Mary’s 
who was runner-up in the 
Class D2 State Tourna-
ment. Another loss was 
to Humphrey/Lindsay 
Holy Family who won the 
C2 state tournament. The 
remaining losses came to 
state tournament qualifier 
Burwell, Elkhorn Valley 
who won 20 games, and a 
13-13 West Holt squad at 
Atkinson.

One of  the highlights of  
the season was finishing 
second at the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Tour-
nament. Another might have been 
two victories over state tournament 
qualifier Riverside, one came in the 
opening game of  the season and the 
other was in the championship game 
of  the Madison Holiday Tournament.

One year ago the Wolfpack averaged 
52 points per game on offense. This 
year the team scored 60 points per 
game. On defense, the 21/22 Wolfpack 
limited opponents to just 49 points 
per game.
Statistical leaders

Junior Paiton Hoefer led the team 
in scoring, averaging 14.4 points per 
game. Right behind him was senior 
Colton Wright who, in his final sea-
son, averaged 13.8 points per game.

Hoefer got the majority of  his 
points outside the three-point line. He 
made 54 of  127 three-point shots.

Wright gave the Wolfpack an inside 
threat. He made 148 of  266 two-point 
attempts over the course of  27 games.

Wright was also the team’s top 
rebounder, pulling down 206. Sopho-
more Nick Anderson was second on 
the team with 143 rebounds.

Hoefer, Wright & Wemhoff lead EPPJ during 21/22 season
Wolfpack averaged 60 points per game, opponents were held to 49

Junior Paiton Hoefer led EPPJ in points 
per game (14.4). E-R photos/DMorgan

Jack Wemhoff led the team in assists 
with 97.

A senior, Colton Wright led the team in 
rebounds (206) and steals (60).
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NVC basketball, wrestling teams announced
Ten Wolfpack athletes in three 

sports were recognized for post sea-
son honors by the Niobrara Valley 
Conference.

Meeting Monday night, conference 
coaches for boys and girls basketball 
along with wrestling, selected first 
team, second team and honorable 
mention.

In boys basketball, Wolfpack senior 
Colton Wright and junior Paiton 
Hoefer were named to the first team. 
The duo were the top scorers for a 
Wolfpack team which posted a 21-6 
record this year. 

Others on the first team were 
Aidan Hedstrom, Adam Everitt and 
Tate Thompson, St. Mary’s; Brendyn 
Ollendick, Elkhorn Valley; Jakeem 
Brown, West Holt; Dolan Pospichal, 
North Central, Bryson Gadeken, 
Neligh-Oakdale and Ryan Steinhaus-
er, Stuart.

Receiving honorable mention was 
junior Jack Wemhoff.
Girls Basketball

Wolfpack sophomores Keyera 
Eisenhauer and Ashlynne Charf  
were among the first team selections. 
They helped lead the Wolfpack to 
a 17-7 record, one victory short of  

reaching the girls state basketball 
tournament.

Also named to the first team were 
Brielle Bussinger and Jenna Hal-
lock, North Central; Josilyn Miller, 
Niobrara-Verdigre; Carney Black, 
Elkhorn Valley; Mya Hedstrom, St. 
Mary’s; Lexi Schroder, Stuart; Ady-
son Mlnarik, Summerland and Maci 
Nemetz, West Holt.

Receiving honorable mention were 
two EPPJ juniors, Skyler Meis and 
Taylynne Charf.
Wrestling

Three Wolfpack wrestlers earned 
recognition from NVC coaches for 
their efforts on the mats.

First team honors went to 
106-pound wrestler Kaeden Schwart-
ing.

Earning second team honors in 
their weight classes were Carter 
Beckman (126) and Sam Hemenway 
(195).

First team wrestling selections (by 
weight class) were:

113 - Tristen Krueger, North Cen-
tral; 120 - Mason Nitz, Elkhorn Valley; 
126 - Zach Hartl, Elkhorn Valley; 132 
- Nathan Halsey, Elkhorn Valley; 138 
- Tristan Smith, Elkhorn Valley; 145 - 

Mavrick Hagemann, Elkhorn Valley; 
152 - Levi Lewis, North Central; 160 
- Aiden Kuester, Neligh-Oakdale; 170 
- Austin Rudloff, Neligh-Oakdale; 182 

- Kendrick Schroeder, Summerland; 
195 - Colton Thiele, Summerland; 
220 - Wyatt Chipps, Summerland; 285 - 
Logan Mueller, Summerland.

See EPPJ, Page Seven
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before, and now I wish I never 
had.

“Stander wears the scars 
of  a life lived hard. Yet, don’t 
feel sorry for the man. In a 
sport which he excelled, he 
was one punch away from 
being champion of  the world. 
That’s all any fighter asks for, 
a punchers chance ... it was 
bittersweet, happy to meet a 
sports legend from my youth, 
sad to see the toll taken by 
all those hard punches which 
landed on the mark.”

Away from the ring, he lived 
the ‘after’ years with the pain 
and the agony which they put 
their bodies through.

Stander wore yesterday’s 
misfortunes like a smile. Life 
finally knocked him down, 
knocked out by a series of  head 
shots and body shots as fans 
looked on from ringside seats.

Yet, I’m guessing if  I could 
ask him one more question, it 
would be, “Was the going up 
worth the coming down?”

And I’m sure he would say 
“Yes” and nothing more.

All he ever asked for was a 
puncher’s chance. 

RIP Ron.

From Page Six
Tales

Jack Wemhoff, a junior, 
led the team in assists 
with 97, 25 more than 
Hoefer who was second 
with 72.

The Wolfpack played 
a ball-hawking defense 
which produced 308 steals. 
Leading the way was 
Wright with 60, Wemhoff  
was a close second with 57.

Hoefer made the most 
free throws, connecting on 
62 of  91 attempts, Wright 
made 58 of  91.

Losing just one player to 
graduation, the Wolfpack 
look loaded heading into 
the 2022/23 season.

From Page Six
EPPJ

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, March 28: 
Creamed chicken over 
biscuits, mixed vegetables, 
apricots, milk.

Tuesday, March 29: Ham 
& potato soup, grilled 
cheese sandwich, carrots/
celery, cheese/crackers, 
apple wedges, milk.

Wednesday, March 
30: Pork roast, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, scalloped 
corn, apple pie, milk.

Thursday, March 31: 
Tator tot casserole, 
apricots, milk.

Friday, April 1: NA.
(All meals served with 

bread & butter. Menus are 
provided by the Community 

Center and are subject to 
change)

Suggested price is $6 per 
meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50.  Serving starts at 
11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. Meals are served 
Monday thru Friday. 

Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m. Please 
call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for 
a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Community 
Center Menus
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education
ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

BOARD
Regular Meeting
EPS ITV Room

March 14, 2022   6:30 PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the regular March Meeting to or-
der at 6:30 p.m.  Board members 
present were Eric Beckman, 
Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, Luke 
Hinkle, and Lisa Welding.  Also 
present were Principal Greg 
Wemhoff and Supt. Mike Brock-
haus. Absent was Todd Heithoff. 

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Law was posted in the meeting 
room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07.  Posting was 
done on the High School build-
ing window and post office bul-
letin board.

Luke Hinkle motioned and 
Steve Busteed second to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda: #5- 
Minutes of Previous Meeting, #6- 
Adopt the Agenda, #7- Financial 
Report, #8- Board Bills. Motion 
carried, vote 5-0.

Appeara, Maintenance, 
$297.97; Bomgaars, Mainte-
nance, $117.91; Central NE Re-
hab, SpEd Expense, $109.04, 
SpEd Expense, $475.07, SpEd 

Expense, $109.04; COR Ther-
apuetic, ESSER Expense, 
$2,325.00; Corner Service & 
Tire, Transportation, $196.50; 
Dean’s Market, Instru Expense, 
$11.46, Instru Expense, $30.00, 
Maintenance, $273.52; Eakes, 
Maintenance, $463.73; ESU #8, 
$37,777.20; Title IIA, Expense, 
$430.00; Elgin Appliance, Main-
tenance, $65.00; Elgin Hard-
ware, Maintenance, $168.06; 
Elgin One Stop, Transportation, 
$2,240.22; Elgin Review, Board 
Expense, $60.75, Business Ex-
pense, $1,004.50; Elgin Pharma-
cy, Maintenance, $6.83; Elite Of-
fice Products, Business Expense, 
$222.85, Instru Expense, $38.06; 
Floor Maintenance & Paper Sup-
ply, Maintenance, $108.40; GP 
Communications, Business Ex-
pense, $612.22; Hometown Sta-
tion, Transportation, $760.82; 
Island Supply, Instru Expense, 
$477.97; John’s Disposal, Busi-
ness Expense, $15.00; Jonny 
Dodge, Transportation, $882.85; 
KSB School Law, Admin Ex-
pense, $250.00; MSM Enter-
prises, SpEd Expense, $551.20; 
Midwest Floor Specialists, Main-
tenance, $173.70; NASB, Ad-
min Expense, $65.00, Board 
Expense, $260.00; Nebraska 
Central Equipment, Transpor-
tation, $254.71; NRCSA, Ad-
min Expense, $80.00; Olson’s 

Pest Technicians, Maintenance, 
$99.00; OneSource, Business 
Expense, $36.00; Overland Re-
hab, SpEd Expense, $617.96; 
Precision Repair, Transporta-
tion, $25.00; Region 3, Admin 
Expense, $15.00; Reimburse-
ment, $1,933.81; TMS, Busi-
ness Expense, $72.00; US 
Postal Service, Business Ex-
pense, $265.00; Veik, Meghan, 
SpEd Expense, $49.14; Verizon 
Business, Business Expense, 
$169.84; Verizon Wireless, Busi-
ness Expense, $293.24; Wage-
Works, Instru Expense, $144.50; 
Zoll Medical Corp., Health Ex-
pense, $210.79 

Total Board Bills: $54,845.86 
March Payroll: $247,367.65 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$302,213.51
President Welding recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments.   

Todd Heithoff arrived at the 
meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

In Committee Reports Ameri-
canism Committee reported that 
they met earlier this evening to 
review the checklist. They will 
meet again in October allowing 
time for public input. Buildings 
and Grounds Committee report-
ed they will do a walk thru before 
next meeting. 

Michael Becker gave the AD 
report for winter sports.

Principal Wemhoff reported on 
MAPS testing, ALICAP Visit, and 
upcoming calendar events.

Supt. Brockhaus reported on 
the conferences he has attended 
regarding legislative issues, re-
ported that we are participating in 
a Backpack program, and putting 
together information on an Exter-
nal Visitation in April. 

In action items, Todd Heithoff 
motioned and Ron Bode sec-
ond to approve on 1st reading 
of NASB recommended policies:  
Policy 204.10 Agenda; 204.11 
Meeting Minutes; 204.13 Virtual 
Conferencing During an Emer-
gency; 702.02 Budget Planning, 
Preparation, and Schedules; 
702.03 Budget Adoption Pro-
cess; 702.03 R1; 702.03 R2; 
702.03 R3;.  Vote 6-0, motion 
carried.

Steve Busteed motioned and 
Luke Hinkle second to approve 
2nd reading NASB recommend-
ed policies:  Certified Employee 
Evaluation Policy 406.08. Vote 
6-0, motion carried. 

Luke Hinkle motioned and 
Todd Heithoff second to approve 
the waiving of first reading for 
the purpose of adopting Policy 
203.09 Tentative Agenda Calen-
dar. Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Eric Beckman motioned and 
Steve Busteed second to ap-

prove the second reading of 
Policy 203.09 Tentative Agenda 
Calendar. Vote 6-0, motioned 
carried. 

Steve Busteed motioned and 
Todd Heithoff second to approve 
the teaching contract of Briley 
Eischeid for 2022-23 school year 
for Art. Vote 6-0, motioned car-
ried.

Ron Bode motioned and 
Luke Hinkle second to approve 
the teaching contract of Gabri-
elle Williams for 2022-23 in the 
SPED department.  Vote 6-0, 
motion carried.

Steve Busteed motioned and 
Eric Beckman seconded to re-
grettably accept the resignation 
of Mrs. Krista Kravig.  Vote 6-0, 
motion carried.

Heithoff motioned, Hinkle sec-
ond to approve the offering of 
teacher contracts to the current 
staff for the 2022-23 school year.  
Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Bode motioned and Busteed 
second to approve purchase of 
paper for 2022-23 school year 
in the amount of approximately 
5,096.02. Vote 6-0, motion car-
ried.

Heithoff motioned, Bode sec-
ond to approve the technology 
purchases requisition as pre-
sented in the amount of approxi-
mately $52,698.60.  Vote 6-0, 

motion carried.
Beckman motioned and Hinkle 

second to approve of sale/dis-
posal of surplus items but not 
including iPads. Vote 6-0, mo-
tioned carried. 

Heithoff motioned and Bode 
second to approve school trans-
portation for the Music Boosters 
to the Orpheum Theater May 15. 
Vote 6-0, motion carried. 

Busteed motioned and Heithoff 
second to approve Cross Coun-
try as a Wolfpack Activity. Vote 
6-0, motion carried.

Hinkle motioned and Beckman 
second to approve purchase 
of Freezer with a price up to 
$8,430.20. Vote 6-0, motion car-
ried. 

Motion by Busteed, second by 
Beckman to adjourn the meeting.  
Vote 6-0, motion carried.  Meet-
ing adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

The next meeting will held on 
April 13, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Elgin Public School ITV room. 

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
-This is a draft copy and does 
not become official Elgin Public 
Board minutes until approved 
at the next regular or advertised 
meeting. 
PUBLISH: March 23, 2022
ZNEZ
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Notice of Organization — K&S Collective, LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

K&S Collective LLC
To Whom It May Concern:
According to K&S Collective 

LLC Operating Agreement, the 
members of K&S Collective LLC, 
are as follows:

Kara Melissa Funk
Shaley Dianne Dirks

The authority, rights and duties 
of the members are set forth 
in the Company’s Operating 
Agreement.

Furthermoroe, LegalZoom 

resigns as organizer for the 
Company effective upon the date 
of this letter.

Yours sincerely,
LegalZoom, Inc.

Cheyenne Moseley
Authorized Representative

Agreed to on: March 8, 2002
By: Kara M. Funk
Representative
PUBLISH: March 16, 23 & 30, 
2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Wheeler Central School Board
March Board Meeting

March 14th, 2022
The Wheeler Central Board of 

Education regular meeting was 
held on March 14th, 2022. Chair-
man Kasselder called the meet-
ing to order at 7:01 p.m. and 
pointed out the location of the 
Open Meetings Act poster. Mem-
bers present were: Swick, Fre-
ouf, Derner, Patrick, Kasselder, 
and Wright. Absent members: 
none. Others present include 
Rod Olson, Makayla Reiter, An-
drea Pelster, Patti Jensen, Trina 
Pelster, Kimmie Reed, and Cara 
Snider.

Wright made the motion to ac-
cept the consent agenda. Freouf 
seconded. Roll call vote: Swick-
aye, Freouf-aye, Derner-aye, 
Patrick-aye, Kasselder-aye, 
Wright-aye. Motion carries. 

Amazon, ($22.25)Elementary 
Supply ($7.98)Secondary Sup-
ply ($26.54)Daycare ($45.74)
Media Supply ($613.17)Main-
tenance Supply ($491.28)Tech, 
$1,206.96; AMG O’Neill, Trans-
portation Labs, $150.00; Ap-
plied Connective Technology, 
Tech, $383.40; Barnhill Enter-
prises, Media Supply, $26.76; 
Burwell Tribune, Publishing, 
$315.81; Companion Corpora-
tion, Media Supply, $1,000.00; 
Elgin Review, Publishing, 
$107.19; Elite Office Products, 
Copier Lease, $438.18; EMC 
Insurance, ($6407.16)Insur-
ance($4151)Audit, $10,558.16; 
ESU #8, “($5425.65)SPED 
($220)Winter Workshop($140)
MTSS ($1556.94)Network NE”, 
$7,342.59; Grocery Kart, Board 
Supply, $199.97; Island Supply 
& Welding, Shop Supply, $7.84; 
JW Pepper, Secondary Supply, 
$198.38; Ken’s Band Instru-
ment Repair, Secondary Sup-
ply, $41.00; KSB School Law, 

Legal Services, $100.00; MCI, 
Phone Service, $54.56; Mead, 
Brad, Transportation Consult, 
$1,200.00; Nebraska Association 
of School Boards, Board Supply, 
$2,552.00; Nebraska Depart-
ment of Education, Instructional 
Misc., $60.00; Nebraskaland, 
Media Supply, $46.42; NECC, 
Secondary Supply, $55.00; 
NNTC, Phone Service, $291.05; 
Omaha World Herald, Media 
Supply, $173.99; Paper Ti-
ger Shredding, Office Supply, 
$45.00; Plugge’s Rod Shop, 
Transportation Repairs, $343.90; 
Quill, Office Supply, $378.78; 
Rasmussen Mechanical Ser-
vices, Boiler Repair, $1,607.51; 
Sack Lumber, Maintenance Sup-
ply, $752.73; Sanderson, Susan, 
($97.11)Mileage ($210)Instruc-
tional Misc., $307.11; Sapp Bros, 
Heating LP, $4,074.05; Skorcz, 
Sara, Instructional Misc., $15.00; 
Smith, Rudy, Mileage, $43.88; 
State of Nebraska, ($1437.92)
OCIO Billing, $1,437.92; TMS 
, Time Clock System, $435.75; 
Torpin’s Rodeo Market, Elemen-
tary Supply, $20.51; Toshiba, 
Copier Lease, $315.00; Valley 
Co. Health, Transportation Labs, 
$53.00; Viaero, Phone Service, 
$146.70; We Mart, ($111.78)Fuel 
($4046.76)Bus, $4,158.54; Wells 
Fargo, March Lease, $6,613.00

TOTAL: $47,257.64
Kasselder opened the meeting 

by welcoming visitors. 
Kasselder requested staff re-

ports at this time. No report was 
given.

Mr. Olson gave the Principal 
and Superintendent report. Ol-
son noted the Boy’s District Final 
basketball game that was hosted 
in February. Track has started 
and is off to a good start with the 
first meet being held this week. 
Wheeler Central had two stu-

dents qualify for State Speech. 
Olson reported two events that 
will be happening in the following 
week, NVC Band and the North-
ern Tier Enrichment Day. Olson 
noted the 3rd quarter just ended, 
so grades will be going out.

Mr. Olson also gave the report 
for maintenance. Olson stated 
minor repair work has been done 
to the boilers. Bids for concrete 
work around the school grounds 
are still being gathered. Olson 
commented on the painting, 
flooring, siding, plumbing, and 
progress of the windows on the 
Superintendent’s house. Olson 
also reported on the progress of 
the convection oven and sink for 
the kitchen.

Trina Pelster gave the trans-
portation report. Bus evacuation 
drills will be held this week. PBIS 
for transportation was introduced 
to the students. Pelster noted the 
repairs that have been made to 
buses. Discussion was held dur-
ing this time about purchasing 
front bumper guards for 3 route 
buses.

The Board report was given 
next. Patrick talked briefly about 
the Americanism presentation 
members attended.

Discussion was held at this 
time about a new cafeteria refrig-
erator.

Patrick made the motion to of-
fer contracts to all current certi-
fied staff. Exceptions to this in-
clude those individuals already 
offered a contract, those that 
have resigned, or received notice 
on nonrenewal. Motion was sec-
onded by Wright. Roll call vote: 
Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, Derner-
aye, Patrick-aye, Kasselder-aye, 
Wright-aye. Motion carries.

Brief discussion was held on 
distant learning for Spanish.

Discussion was held at this 
time to offer contracts to all 
transportation staff currently em-
ployed by the Wheeler Central 
School District.

As a representative from the 
Wheeler Central Teammates 
program, Cara Snider led discus-
sion on the request of transpor-
tation for the Nebraska Spring 
Game. Wright made the motion 
to provide this transportation 
to and from the Spring Game. 
Swick seconded. Roll call vote: 
Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, Derner-
aye, Patrick-aye, Kasselder-aye, 
Wright-aye. Motion carries.

Discussion was held about dis-

tribution of funds from hosting 
the D-2 Boys’ Basketball District 
Game.

Discussion was held on future 
rates for the lunch program.

An increase in current daycare 
rates was discussed next. Mo-
tion to raise the rates to $35 for 
full-time/all day, $25 for families 
qualified for reduced-price lunch-
es, and $20 for families quali-
fied for free lunches was made 
by Derner. Seconded by Freouf. 
Roll call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-
aye, Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, 
Kasselder-aye, Wright-aye. Mo-
tion carries.

Discussion was held on the re-
vision of the daycare handbook.

Patrick made the motion to ac-
cept the Preschool Handbook as 
it is. Seconded by Derner. Roll 
call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, Kas-
selder-aye, Wright-aye. Motion 
carries.

Discussion on the 2022-2023 
school calendar was held at this 
time.

Discussion was held noting the 
school’s current protocols and 
recommendations from the CDC. 
Schools are required to review 
Covid-19 protocols periodically 
and post any changes made. 
Wright made the motion to adopt 
the most current CDC guidelines 
and to adjust accordingly when 
needed. Patrick seconded. Roll 
call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, Kas-
selder-aye, Wright-aye. Motion 
carries.

Wright made a motion to en-
ter executive session at 8:42 
p.m. Seconded by Swick. Roll 
call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, Kas-
selder-aye, Wright-aye. Motion 
carries.

Wright made the motion to end 
executive session to protect per-
sonal and identifiable informa-
tion. Seconded by Swick. Roll 
call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-aye, 
Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, Kas-
selder-aye, Wright-aye. Motion 
carries.

Motion to adjourn the regular 
meeting was made by Patrick 
and seconded by Derner. Roll 
call vote: Swick-aye, Freouf-
aye, Derner-aye, Patrick-aye, 
Kasselder-aye, Wright-aye. Mo-
tion carries. Meeting adjourned 
at 9:15 p.m.
PUBLISH: March 23, 2022
ZNEZ

More Public Notices

ALBION — Kate Seier will 
represent Albion on the Boone 

County Health 
Center (BCHC) 
Foundation 
Board of  
Directors. 
Seier replaces 
Connie Mes-
cher who 
served for the 
past 8 years. 

Seier, who 
recently re-
tired, worked 
for the United 

States Postal Service as a city 
carrier in Albion for 28 years. 

Kate
Seier

Kate Seier named to Foundation Board at BCHC
Prior to that, she worked 

at BCHC for a short time 
in the laboratory/x-ray 
department. A native of  
Petersburg and raising her 

Stay Informed!
Read the Public Notices!

Elgin Public School had a number of  students 
compete in the NECC Scholastic Contest on 
Wednesday, March 16.  Earning top honors was 

EPS students taking part in the NECC Scholastic 
Day were (l-r on stairs) Jaidyn Schrad, Sara Bode, 
Ethan Hinkle, Myles Kittelson, William Heilhecker, 
Jack Wemhoff, Austin Hinkle, Collin Lindgren, 
Isabella Smidt, Corbin Kinney, Jessica Getzfred 
and Riley Vitamvas. (Bottom): Nick Anderson, 
Baylee Busteed, Abriele VonBonn, Callie Heithoff, 
Maddie Kolm, Emma Kinney and Colton Wright. 
Photo submitted

Hinkle leads EPS students at NECC Scholastic Day
Ethan Hinkle, who placed 2nd overall in General 
Science.

Other students placing the top 10 were:
Baylee Busteed, 4th in both Agriscience 

and Business English; Emma Kinney, 5th in 
Biology; William Heilhecker, 5th in Personal 
Finance & 6th in Chemistry; Collin Lindgren, 
6th in Technical Math; Jaidyn Schrad, 6th in 
Geometry; Maddie Kolm, 8th in Accounting 
I; Isabella Smidt, 9th in Spanish II; and Ethan 
Hinkle, 9th in Vocabulary.

The EPS Speech Team didn’t return empty 
handed from the State Speech Contest in Kear-
ney on Friday. 

The team qualified two events for the contest. 
The OID of  William Heilhecker, Corbin Kin-

ney, Jack Wemhoff, Austin Good and Ethan 
Hinkle placed third overall in Class D2.

The OID of  Brenna Martinsen, Baylee Bust-
eed, Chloe Henn, Callie Heithoff  and Samantha 
Durre came close to making a finals run but ran 
into some tough competition in their last pre-
liminary round. They received Superior Ratings 
for all of  their performances. 

Coaches Jessie Reestman and Stacy Shumake-
Henn praised team members for an outstanding 
season.

“We’re really proud of  these kids for how 
much they’ve improved throughout the season. 
They have put in a lot of  hard work in a short 
period of  time. Our OID’s really competed well 
at state. This may have been one of  the best 
batches of  OID’s we’ve seen in a while, so the 
judges had some tough decisions to make. Our 
team was fun to watch this season, and we’re 
excited about having some young talent return-
ing next season.”

EPS OID team medals at state

because our sleep quality is severely lacking! 
They go hand in hand.

Lastly, the temperature of  your room and bed 
can make a difference. This can often be hard 
to balance between couples where one likes the 
room warm, while the other likes it cold. 

A great device to invest in is the Chilipad, 
which is a pad that covers half  or all of  your bed 
and runs water through it at a specific tempera-

ture throughout the night. This has made a 
huge difference in my overall sleep quality over 
the past three years. It adjusts to temperatures 
from 55-110 degrees, so you have a range to help 
keep everyone happy! Sleep isn’t glamorous, 
but it can truly make such a large difference 
in your overall health when you give it a bit of  
attention. Try some of  these tips for just a week 
and see if  you don’t notice a difference in your 
health, energy, and mood!

From Page Three
Sleep

family in the Albion area, 
Seier understands rural 
communities. “Most people 
are hesitant about going to the 
doctor, their busy schedules 

and the expense contribute 
to that. BCHC not only offers 
great healthcare services 
but they are local and that is 
convenient.”
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Support our Merchants!

Elgin FFA members competed at the FFA District X CDE contests held at Sargent on March 8. They were 
(l-r): Kellan Hoefer, Blake Henn, Dylon Lueking, Myles Kittelson, Hudson Napier, Steven Nelson, Austin 
Hinkle, Collin Lindgren and Landon Kallhoff. According to FFA Advisor Julia Schwartz, Blake, Myles, 
Dylon and Steven will be representing Elgin in Natural Resources at the Nebraska State FFA Convention. 
Not pictured, but representing Elgin in Agronomy will be Gage Theissen and Austin Good along with 
Collin Lindgren and Kellan Hoefer. Photos submitted

FFA Members who qualified for State FFA in the Agriscience Fair competition were: Social Systems: 
Kayton Zwingman and Kyndal Busteed (not pictured); Animal Science Division: Trey Rittscher and Jarek 
Erickson; Food Processing Systems: Keyera Eisenhauer, and Social Systems: Sharon Bartak. Members 
had to submit their research report in March and score a certain number by the judges in order for their 
projects to be accepted into the state competition. 

Competing at Sargent, more Elgin
FFA members qualify for state convention

The dates have been announced for the 2022 
Tire Amnesty program at Neligh.

According to information provided the 
City of  Neligh, tires will be accepted on these 
days and ties only:

Thursday, April 21 - 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday, April 22 - 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 23 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The tire amnesty will take place at the City 

of  Neligh tree dump located south of  the Old 
Mill Historical site.

Open only to Antelope County residents, no 
business will be allowed to participate and no 
rims will be accepted.

Any loads larger than a pickup box must 
have a scale ticket showing the NET weight.

For more information, contact city hall in 
Neligh during regular business hours.

Tire amnesty program in April
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New Student Visitation at Pope John/St. Boniface Elementary 
School will be held this Friday, March 25. The event is for grades 
PreK through 12th. It’s an opportunity for prospective new 
students and parents to come learn about the Catholic schools 
and the opportunities available here in Elgin.

To learn more about the event go to pjcrusaders.org/enroll or 
contact the school during regular hours at (402) 843-5325.

PJCC/St. Boniface New Student
Visitation to be held Friday

Elgin Early Learning Center will have a registration night on 
Thursday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. in the preschool room at Elgin 
Public School.

Parents interested in enrolling their child for the 2022/23 school 
year should contact the school (402) 843-2455.

The preschool is divided into two sections with 3-year olds and 
4-year olds attending at different times. Students who would be 
prospective kindergartners for the following year will enroll in 
the morning session from 8:15 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. five days a week. 
The charge for this session will be $450 per school year. Full 
payment can be made immediately or in monthly installments of  
$50.

The second session would be 3-year olds and they would attend 
from 12:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. for four days a week at a cost of  $360 
per year. Full payment can be made immediately or in monthly 
installments of  $40.

Midday transportation (drop-off  for the morning group and 
pick-up for the afternoon group) will be provided within the 
school district boundaries. Preschool students may ride the 

traditional morning or afternoon bus routes if  they live outside 
of  Elgin and are in the district boundaries.

A child must be 3 or 4 years old by July 31 in order to enter 
the preschool. Classes are limited to 20 students per age group. 
Enrollment will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis with 
priority given to children who live in Elgin School District #18. 
All children must be potty trained.

Tuition is not charged to those families that qualify for free 
or reduced meals according to federal guidelines. To enroll your 
child, please attend registration night and bring along a current 
shot record and birth certificate.

If  you have any questions call the school office.

EPS Preschool registration night to be held next week

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Matthew F. Brandt, 34, of  Royal faced the Honorable Don-
na Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in Neligh on 
Wednesday, March 16, to be sentenced for a 2021 crime. Taylor 
sentenced Brandt to 15 days in the Antelope County Jail, fined 
him $500 and revoked his driver’s license for 60 days for a con-
viction of  leaving the scene of  a property-damage accident. 
He was also assessed $2 costs for service of  his most recent 
arrest warrant. The remaining costs of  prosecution had been 
covered by previous bond funds that were forfeited. He was 
represented by Antelope County public defender Melissa 
Figueroa.

Brandt had failed to appear for sentencing on several oc-
casions since his June 2021 conviction of  the Class 2 misde-
meanor committed Jan. 28 in Orchard. Bond, in the amount of  
$10,000, 10% cash, posted after his Feb. 10 arrest, was released. 

Andrew J. Clifton, 43, of  Orchard faced Taylor sentencing. 
Taylor placed on probation for eight months, including $280 
in related fees, and fined him $500 for leaving the scene of  
an accident and $300 for willful reckless driving. His license 
was impounded for 30 days and he was assessed $50 costs of  
prosecution. 

He was ordered to pay restitution, $890 to Patrick Bergman 
and $278.13 to John Shaver for damages incurred in the June 
22 incident in Orchard. Clifton was represented by court-ap-
pointed counsel, Martin Klein of  Neligh. 

Haiden M. Sleister was granted continuance to April 6, due 
to illness. Bond, in the amount of  $5,000, 10%, is continued. He 

Two sentenced in courtroom, others granted continuances
is represented by Figueroa.

Sentencing for Simon M. Beacom, 20, of  Neligh was contin-
ued to April 20, on two counts, MIP and minor misrepresent-
ing age to purchase liquor (use of  false identification docu-
ment). 

The motion to continue was made by Abler, “for the reason 
that both parties (were) requesting additional time before 
sentencing.” 

Amy E. Ferguson, 33 of  Holden, Missouri, formerly of  Roy-
al, was granted continuance, to April 20, for sentencing on a 
count of  third-degree assault, a Class 1 misdemeanor commit-
ted Oct. 24, 2021. Personal recognizance bond, in the amount 
of  $10,000, is continued. She is represented by Figueroa.

 Sentencing was continued to April 6 for Breanna M. Mc-
Nutt, 21, of  Stanton, on Count I, third-degree assault, a Class 
1 misdemeanor, and Count II, criminal mischief, a Class 2 
misdemeanor, both committed Aug. 12 at the Antelope County 
Jail. Bond posted Oct. 21, in the amount of  $10,000, 10%, is 
continued. McNutt is represented by Frederick Bartell of  
Norfolk.

Roger R. Hauf, 19, of  O’Neill was granted continuance of  
his sentencing, to April 6, on a count of  driving under the 
influence of  alcohol, second offense, committed Sept. 12, 2021. 
Bond posted Sept. 13, 2021, in the amount of  $3,000, 10%, is 
continued. Hauf  is represented by Figueroa.

James A. Kreizel, 37, of  Creighton was granted continu-
ance of  sentencing, to April 20, on a count of  DUS, a Class 3 
misdemeanor committed July 6, 2021, near the intersection of  
highways 13 and 20. Kreizel is self-represented.


