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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 65 degrees recorded 
on March 13. The low was -3 
degrees on March 11. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 7 32 16   
March 8 41 16  
March 9 41 13  
March 10 29 12    
March 11 21 -3    
March 12 48 10  
March 13 65 34    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for March .............. .. 0.28
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.43

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice of  Organization — 
K&S Collective, L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

See CITY, Page Two

Bids, bids and more bids.
During last week’s meeting 

of  the Antelope County 
Board of  Commissioners, 
the county approved bids for 
gravel, armor coating and 
asphalt.

County Road Superinten-
dent Aaron Boggs said timing 
couldn’t have been better for 
Antelope County as bids were 
called for earlier this year 
due to rising gas prices.

Bids accepted were:
Oil — JEBRO was the only 

bid submitted for oil.
Armor Coating — Happy 

with the work done in the 
past, the county accepted 
a bid from Sta-Bilt to do 
necessary armor coating.

Grader blade — The board 
accepted the low bid for 
grader blades.

In other action:
Agenda item — 

Although on the agenda, 
the commissioners took 
no action on road and 
bridge wages, saying more 
information needs to be 
collected before addressing 
the issue.

Improvement grant 
— Approved by the 
commissioners was an 
improvement grant request 
for $1,750 made by the Royal 
Roping Club.

Commissioners’
timing is good
for accepting bids

New Student Visitation 
at Pope John/St. Boniface 
Elementary School will be 
held on Friday, March 25.

The event is for grades 
PreK through 12th.

It’s an opportunity for 
prospective new students and 
parents to come learn about 
the Catholic schools and the 
opportunities available here 
in Elgin.

To learn more about the 
event go to pjcrusaders.org/
enroll or contact the school 
during regular hours at (402) 
843-5325.

New student
registration day
to be held
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Editor’s Note: This continues a series 
of  monthly articles celebrating pride in 
our town and its surroundings shown 
through the experience of  residents. 
By Jane Schuchardt
Special to the Elgin Review 

The phone rings. “Elgin Public 
Schools. This is Paula.”

How often do you estimate answering 
the phone each day, maybe 10 times? This 
question was posed to Paula Jensen, now 
in her 21st year as secretary 
for Elgin Public Schools 
(EPS). “No, no, no,” she 
was quick to reply. “That 
would be in the first hour” 
and likely on an easier day 
as surmised in listening 
to her talk about a job she 
loves. 

Jensen has announced her retirement 
and though her replacement, Jessica 
Niewohner of  Elgin, started in January, 
no date for her last day has been set. 
“When one thing stops, another starts,” 
Jensen said as she explained the 
complex, cyclical workflow of  school 
responsibilities. “Once school is out for 
the summer, then there’s state reports 
and ordering supplies for the next year.” 
Due to restrictions presented by her 
retirement plan, contracting back or 
being “on call” for questions here and 
there is not allowed for 180 days after 
bidding the sacred EPS halls farewell.  

The phone keeps ringing. “If  not from 
the outside, the calls come in from the 
inside,” she said. On rare, very rare, 
occasions, someone will query why she 
didn’t answer. Well, you know, nature 
calls, she quipped with a wide grin.

She was dressed in black slacks and a 
black polo shirt stitched with the Eagle 
insignia (the school mascot) and orange 
lettering boldly proclaiming Elgin 
Public School Staff. About her greying 
short hair, “this school did that,” she 
reported. “When I am not here, I am 
still thinking about it. Did I return that 
phone call? Did I relay that message?”

As secretary to 193 students, 24 
teachers, two administrators, and six 
school board members, it’s obvious 
she really cares. “I help out whenever 
anyone needs me . . . sick kid . . . 
supplies,” she said. “I always want this 
to be a great place, to make it the best I 
could.” 

Without a doubt, she said the hardest 
part of  her job was when the covid 
pandemic prompted the tough decision 

to close down the school. She helped 
to keep the educational experience 
in motion – getting classwork done, 
delivering meals to students. 

“I never dreamed this could ever 
happen,” she recalled with a tiny tear 
welling up in her eyes. “This place was 
like a ghost town. Kids make the school 
and when they are not here, it is really 
weird.” 

Her commitment to EPS doesn’t begin 
at 7:30 am and end at 4:00 
pm, though these are her 
work hours during the 
school year. There are 
early morning and late-
night calls when substitute 
teachers are needed or if  
word needs to get out for 
school closings or delayed 

openings. In the summer, the job is 20 
hours a week. 

“I am so proud of  this school,” Jensen 
said, recalling her early days as a 
teacher’s aide (now called teacher para-
assistant) which she did beginning in 
1992 and switched to secretary at the 
beginning of  the 2001-2002 academic 
year. “We try to do our very best for the 
kids who come through.” 

Three of  those kids were her own, 
two boys and a girl, all of  whom are 
University of  Nebraska-Lincoln alums 
with careers in agriculture, teaching, 
and banking. Jensen and her husband, 
Bryan, who married in 1980, have seven 
grands ranging in age from 18 months to 
12 years old. “That’s why I’m retiring” 
– to have more time with them, Jensen 
said.

Jensen was quick to say her Husker 
fan family doesn’t cheer for Iowa even 
though Bryan and she both graduated 
from Woodbury Central High School in 
Moville, IA. Bryan’s work in the lumber 
industry moved them to South Dakota 
where their children were born and then 
to Elgin in 1987 where Bryan managed 
Farmers Coop Exchange Lumber and 
Hardware in downtown Elgin. 

“When we pulled in with the moving 
truck, the neighbors unloaded us 
(without even asking),” Jensen said. “We 
knew we were where we needed to be.” 

Jensen did a fair amount of  
community volunteering until she 
realized the school job was plenty to 
keep her mind engaged. She organized 
the cemetery walk for Elgin’s Q125 in 
2014, was a member of  Young-N-Lively 
women’s club, the Elgin Chamber 

of  Commerce, and at her church, St. 
Boniface Catholic, provided religious 
education to youth (CCD) for 17 years, 
and served on Parish Council and the 
Altar Society. 

Bryan, who retired more than a year 
ago, and she plan to stay in Elgin at their 
home east of  main street. Their camper 
in Yankton, SD will have plenty of  
appeal as well. 

To anyone thinking of  moving to 
Elgin, Jensen has encouraging words, 
“It’s a nice, quiet town where everyone 
tries to keep their place looking 
pleasant. And it’s perfect for kids to walk 
or bike to school, baseball practice, and 
the pool.” 

Ring. This time a different kind of  
ring – the school bell which blasts about 
once an hour. “I probably will hear that 
in my sleep (for a long time),” Jensen 
jokes as she prepares to wrap up her day. 

Let’s all ring a colossal bell of  
appreciation for Jensen and her pride in 
our community and our public school. 
We’re all proud of  her for all she’s given 
to our youth. 

After 21 years as secretary for Elgin Pub-
lic Schools, Paula Jensen will be retiring at 
the end of the school year after training her 
successor, Jessica Niewohner. E-R photo/
LMorgan

For 21 years, Jensen has made EPS ‘a great place to be’

Elgin American Legion 
Auxiliary #229 has 
announced the names of  
girls who will be attending 
the 2022 Cornhusker Girls 
State.

According to Elgin 
Auxiliary President Jan 
F. Henn, 
chosen as 
a delegate 
from Pope 
John XXIII 
Central 
Catholic 
High School 
was junior 
Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 
of  
Clearwater. 
She is the 
daughter of  
Erin and Paul Ruterbories.

Selected as a delegate 
from Elgin 
Public 
School was 
Madelynn 
Kolm. 

A junior, 
she is the 
daughter 
of  David 
and Chelsey 
Kolm.

Picked as 
an alternate 
should 

either girl be unable to 
attend Girls State was 
Jamie 
Dozler of  
Elgin. 

Also a 
junior at 
Elgin Public, 
she is the 
daughter 
of  Janet 
and Berton 
Dozler, Jr.

Delegates 
will study 
local, county 
and state 
government processes in 
this nonpartisan political 
learning experience.

Delegates receive 
special instruction in 
parliamentary procedure 
and organize themselves 
into two mythical parties. 
They then campaign, 
hold rallies, debate and 
ultimately vote to elect city, 
county and state officials. 

Once elected to office, 
delegates are sworn in and 
perform their prescribed 
duties. 

Citizens not elected 
in office are given 
appointments and will 
attend meetings with the 
offices of  their elected or 
appointed counterparts in 
actual state, county and 
city governments.

Emma Lea
Ruterbories

Alternate
Jamie Dozler

Ruterbories,
Kolm chosen
to attend 
Girls State

The annual St. Boniface Spring Benefit Auction will be held 
this Saturday, March 19.

The event will be held at the Elgin Knights of  Columbus Hall 
with the first bid scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m.

Persons wishing to view items up for auction can do so 
throughout the afternoon leading up to the event. 

A sale bill listing the vast majority of  items up for auction can 
be found at www.elginreview.com. Baked goods will be accepted 
up until sale time. 

Other items can be dropped off  at the KC Hall starting Friday 
from 2 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and again on Saturday from noon to 5:30 
p.m.

There will be an Altar Society lunch stand at the KC Hall and it 
will begin serving sloppy joes, chips, cookies, etc. for a free will 
offering, starting at 5 p.m. The bar will be open throughout the 
evening.

Items on the sale will include events & services, food & dining, 
home & gift items as well as ag-related, tools & shop items. There 
will also be a gun raffle. Auction services are donated by Baum 
Auctions, Inc.

All proceeds go to St. Boniface Catholic Church.

St. Boniface spring auction set for Saturday night

Progress continues to be 
made in the development of  a 
fiber-optic network extending 
into Elgin.

Klint Arnold, COO/Partner 
Stealth Broadband, told the 
Elgin City Council last week 
that an engineering study has 
been completed for the project 
which is to be completed and 
in operation by July 2023.

Noting how the engineer’s 
study detected no issue or 
major problems, Arnold said, 
“Construction is going to start 
pretty quick.”

Arnold said the engineer 
will be dropping off  his 
findings to City Clerk Kristin 
Childers soon. He told Mayor 
Mike Schmitt and the council 

Engineer completes study for fiber-optic network
members that if  there are any 
problems they should contact 
the engineer and if  issues 
aren’t resolved, then they 
should contact him.

Except where there is no 
other option, all fiber-optic 
lines will be buried “to the 
house … but some will be 
overhead.”

City Hall will have a copy of  
the layout.

Stealth Broadband will 
be spending in excess of  $3 
million to bring fiber-optic 
service to the community. 
Of  that amount, $1.1 million 
will come from a grant from 
the State of  Nebraska, the 
remainder an investment by 
Stealth Broadband to provide 

state-of-the-art service to the 
community as part of  a larger 
effort to wire the entire county.

On a related matter, the 
council approved a non-
exclusive franchise agreement 
with Stealth Broadband for 15 
years. According to Childers, 
Stealth Broadband will provide 
one free service. She said the 
free service will be set up at 
Elgin Public Library.

For more information 
about what’s coming to Elgin 
in the coming months, go to 
stealthbroadband.com

The Elgin Swimming Pool 
opens in late May. At least it 
has in recent years.

This year’s opening date is 
still up in the air as the City of  

Elgin searches for lifeguards 
and a pool manager to oversee 
the operation of  the pool.

Some progress was made 
last week when the council 
approved the hiring of  high 
school senior Kali Dworak 
to work as a lifeguard six 
days a week. She joins Emma 
Lordemann, who was hired 
last month, as the only two 
lifeguards signed up for the 
summer. 

City Clerk Kristin Childers 
said if  they can’t find enough 
lifeguards and a pool manager, 
it will likely delay the opening 
of  the pool.

Elgin isn’t the only 

Like last year, auctioneers will be busy at Saturday’s St. Boniface Spring Benefit auction. File photo

Send off for the EHS & PJCC SPEECH TEAMS
This Thursday at 2:15 pm, downtown Elgin

Madelynn
Kolm
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community having problems finding lifeguards. It’s been an on-
going problem in many towns in recent years.

Anyone interested in a summer job as a lifeguard should 
contact City Hall.
Maintenance help

The City did hire two youths to work on summer maintenance 
projects once school is out. The council hired Jack Wemhoff  
who worked for the city last year. Also hired for the summer 
was Dylon Lueking. Among the summer projects to be done is 
mowing of  the park, etc.

In other developments from Monday night’s meeting:
Property cleanup — Mayor Mike Schmitt gave an update on 

efforts to cleanup used tires at 409 N. Second Street. He said he’s 

From Page One
City

talked with the owner of  the business and a plan is in place to 
haul the used tires to Neligh on April 21. He said the City will 
have to hire a vehicle to haul the tires on that day.

Full-time work — The council held a brief  executive session to 
discuss filling the full-time maintenance position. They exited 
without taking action. City Clerk Kristin Childers said two 
applicants will be interviewed later this month.

Upcoming meeting — At a special meeting to be held 
Wednesday, March 23, council members will listen to a 
presentation by Deb Eggleston on the LB 840 Economic 
Development Program..

Cleanup Day — An annual event in the Spring, Elgin’s 
community-wide cleanup dat will be held Thursday, April 
28. One year ago, three huge dumpsters filled with discarded 
items to be hauled away. The plan again is to make three large 
dumpsters available. They will be located in the lot north of  
Elgin Livestock. The dumpsters will be delivered in the morning 
and hauled away late in the afternoon.

Meeting last week, the 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners once again 
took up the issue of  the road 
taking students to and from 
Summerland Public Schools.

A frequent topic since school 
district patrons from Ewing, 
Orchard and Clearwater 
passed a bond to build a school 
centrally located between the 
three communities, the issue 
of  the asphalt road just never 
seems to go away.

Such was the case again 
March 8 when the four 
commissioners (Carolyn 
Pedersen was absent) heard 
from Road Superintendent 
Aaron Boggs.

One item of  many Boggs 
addressed was consideration 
of  adding four-foot shoulders 
to various parts of  the 
Orchard/Summerland Road.

Charlie Henery, chairman of  
the county board, said, “This 
is just my opinion and I am 
entitled to it, but we have kids 
that drive the road from Elgin, 
Tilden … We have many roads 
that need shoulders.”

In response, Boggs said, “I 
get it, but the complaints that 
we are getting right now are 
about that road.”

Supporting Henery’s 
statement, Commissioner 
Dean Smith said he was going 
to go along with what Henery 
said. “I don’t think the road 
going south of  Orchard is any 
different than it was 15 years 
ago. The decision was made 
by those, by the voters of  that 
school district, to place the 
school there. I think we have to 

Prioritizing
road repairs
still an issue

See COUNTY, Page Three
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3 Community News
Sixty Years Ago
March 8, 1962

Elgin’s Junior Eagles 
lost their first game in 
the freshman-sophomore 
tournament held at Battle 
Creek to Clearwater’s young 
Cardinals. The final tally 
was 58 for Elgin and 67 for 
Clearwater. One player 
contributed heavily to his 
squad’s total points. Leonard 
Iburg bagged a total of  49 
points in the game. 

Mr. and Mrs. L.R. Bennett 
spent last week in Lincoln 
where Mr. Bennett was 
attending a 15-day tour with 
the reserves. 

Herman Starman was the 
highest bidder Monday on 
the 80 acres sold by the Rufus 
Bennett estate with a bid of  
$182 an acre.  

Looking Back
Fifty Years Ago
March 16, 1972 

The Village Board of  
Trustees, meeting in regular 
session March 6th at the pump 
house, hired the following 
persons for the summer 
recreational program. Randy 
Jochum, pool manager, Mary 
Harsin and Joyce Benda as 
life guards;  Rita Moser for 
concession stand and Mike 
Barada as youth director.

The Elgin Public School 
Board of  Education has 
received 12 signed contracts 
from present teachers 
who desire to return. Ten 
instructors in the school 
system, whole and part time, 
have resigned and will either 
quit teaching or plan to seek 
employment.  Returning 
High School instructors 

are: Jerry Mundorf, Loren 
Nelson, Carol Halbur, Dave 
Doeschot. Returning grade 
teachers are: Mrs. Bessie 
Hawks, Mrs. Mildred Simmons, 
Mrs. Mildred Johnson, Doug 
Reynolds, Joan Lorenz, Mrs. 
Joyce Sullivan, Mrs. Suzanne 
Totten.

Mrs. Lawrence H. Starman 
has purchased the Elgin Liquor 
Store from Mrs. Ravha Manke. 
Sale will be finalized when the 
1972 license is received by the 
new owner. 

Thirty Years Ago
March 18, 1992

Harold and Joyce Anderson 
of  Elgin visited with their 
daughter, Mary, earlier this 
month in Paris, France. Mary 
is stationed in Niger, Africa, 
with the Peace Corps. From 

Paris, they traveled  by train to 
Belgium and the Netherlands, 
visiting with the Bekuis 
families, who are Joyce’s 
cousins. 

The Nancy Lehr Scholarship, 
in the amount of  $1,250, has 
been awarded to Lori Eggers, 
daughter of  Chuck and Le Ann 
Eggers. 

The scholarship is for 
one academic year, but is 
renewable at $400 each year 
upon satisfactory progress. 

Eggers is a senior at Elgin 
Public School.  

Twenty Years Ago
March 13, 2002

Three employees of  Central 
Farmers Cooperative are 

planning to retire soon from 
the CFC Lumber and Hardware 
Division in Elgin. Collectively, 
the three employee’s -Alfred 
“Bud” Beelart, Brian Mack and 
Bill Camp- represent 92 years 
of  work experience.

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, March 14: 
Chicken & rice casserole, 
broccoli, fruit cocktail, 
milk.

Tuesday, March 15: 
Irish stew, carrots/celery, 
cheese & crackers, cheese 
& crackers, cottage cheese, 
peaches, milk.

Wednesday, March 16: 
(Evening Meal) Corned 
beef  or roast beef, 
cabbage/carrots, potatoes, 
apple crisp, milk.

Thursday, March 17: 
Rueben sandwich, potato 
wedges, corn, pears, milk.

Friday, March 18: 
Pancakes, egg bake, bacon, 
biscuits, fruit cup, milk.

Community 
Center Menus

From Page One
County
prioritize the roads that are in 
need of  repairs.”

Commissioner Regina Krebs 
said the county has been 
dealing with the Orchard/
Summerland road for 15 
years. “We are looking at $10 
million of  shortages from a 
state standpoint in the past 
and in the future. The State of  
Nebraska has $2 billion worth 
of  infrastructure funds coming 
in.” Krebs went on to say if  the 
board pushed the safety issue 
for that road, it could possibly 
help get some of  the state 
funds. 

However, she admitted tht 
she was unsure of  what cost it 
would be for the county.

“If  today we are prioritizing 
what roads get done …The 
Ashfall road, the county can’t 
lose that road and we are 
getting close,” Krebs said.

Smith then asked Boggs, as 
he begins to compile numbers, 
“what county projects won’t 
get done if  we use funding to 
complete this road?”

Boggs said he there wasn’t 
anything that wouldn’t get 
done, but it comes down to 
needing more employees. 
Smith responded, saying if  
Boggs was using fulltime 

employees then it will take 
away from grading projects.

Right now, Boggs said the 
eight mile road west of  Elgin 
“is our worst spot.”

Commissioner Eli Jacob said 
the bottom line is that “we (the 

county) needs to get started 
and move on.”

After the discussion 
concluded, no action was 
taken.

Also, the county approved 
the purchase of  a 2016 packer. 



 Volume 139, Wednesday, 
March 16, 2022 

Number 25

Published weekly on 
Wednesday at Elgin, NE 68636
Entered at the Elgin Post Office 

and Periodicals Postage 
Paid at Elgin, NE 68636

Telephone: (402) 843-5500

ER Publishing LLC
Dennis L. & Lynell M. Morgan

Publishers and Editors
 

President Joe Biden, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 
20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:
www.senate.gov

Senator Ben Sasse: 386A Senate 
Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart 

Senate Office Bldg., Washington D.C. 

Numbers To Know About Us
20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: 
(202) 228-1325.

U.S. House Website:
www.house.gov

Representative Adrian Smith: 503 
House Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 
20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. 
Fax: (202) 225-0207. E-mail: http:///
www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website
www.unicam.state.ne.us

Governor Pete Ricketts: Executive 
Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: ((402) 471-2244.
Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley: 

Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 94863, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 
471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Tim 

Gragert: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: 
tbriese@leg.ne.gov.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
BY MAIL

Antelope, Boone, Wheeler counties 
(except Ewing and Tilden) $35
Elsewhere in NE $40
Out Of State $45

ATTENTION POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: 

The Elgin Review, PO Box 359, 
Elgin, NE 68636

Elgin 
 Review

The
Award Winning 

Newspaper
2021

Online: www.elginreview.com 
Email: elginreview@yahoo.com

4 Opinion
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 

The Elgin Review

Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Luck Talk

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

See TALK, Page Five

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

A canal, a new prison and tax cuts are taking 
prominent spots on the agenda for the second half  
of  the Nebraska Legislature’s current session.

Governor Pete Ricketts wants $500 million to 
upgrade a 100-year-old water pact with Colorado 
and build a canal to divert water from the South 
Platte River into Nebraska. He’d like another $270 
million to build a new prison to replace the aging 
one in Lincoln and he wants to give millions back 
to Nebraska taxpayers because the state is flush 
with funds right now.

That’s the short version. But a look at the details 
reveals a more complicated picture. Let’s unpack.

Proponents of  Rickett’s plan think that finally 
constructing the abandoned Perkins County Canal 
near Julesburg, Colorado, into Nebraska and 
developing a reservoir system to store the water 
would guarantee an additional 500 cubic feet per 
second along the South Platte River during the 
winter. 

Opponents say the money would be consumed 
by lawyers and a guaranteed lengthy court battle 
before an ounce of  extra water is ever realized. 
Colorado’s former ag commissioner told Omaha’s 
KETV that he is confused by Nebraska’s sudden 
desire.

Don Ament said farmers in the lower Platte in 
his state are fighting the same battle with urban 
growth, but “Denver (upstream) can’t take that wa-
ter away from me as farmer. We’re doing a better 
job getting that water down the river to Nebraska 
than trying to run it through some canal.”

of  incarcerating more of  our fellow Nebraskans,” 
he wrote.

I agree. To that end, current Judiciary Chair 
Sen. Steve Lathrop of  Omaha has shepherded a bill 
(LB896) through the first round of  debate. It would 
require the Nebraska Department of  Correctional 
Services to use an independent contractor or aca-
demic institution to evaluate programs funded by 
the department.

Under the bill, nonclinical treatment and struc-
tured programs would be evaluated on a regular 
basis and clinical treatment programs would be 
evaluated every three years. When applicable, 
evaluations would include a cost-benefit analysis, 
ratings of  effectiveness in reducing recidivism and 
the availability and timeliness of  programs. 

Lathrop said individuals sent to NDCS are ex-
pected to be rehabilitated, and part of  that comes 
from programming, which needs to be evaluated to 
ensure evidence-based best practices are used and 
that they are accessible to the inmate population.

That’s a start.
On the fiscal side, Appropriations Committee 

Chairman Sen. John Stinner of  Gering said even if  
a new prison is built, it isn’t projected to solve the 
state’s overcrowding problem.

“So we’re going to spend $275 million of  taxpayer 
money and at the end of  eight years we’re going to 
need another 1,300 beds? That means if  I’m going 
to plan for 20 years ... we probably need $1 billion. 
Is that what we want to do with taxpayer money? 
Something has to happen here,” Stinner said. He 
said the state needs to come up with better solu-
tions, because “throwing taxpayer dollars at prison 
cells isn’t an efficient way — or a good way — to 
use tax dollars.”

Former state ombudsman Marshall Lux said 
the right answer for Nebraska is to do two things: 
Sentencing reform to reduce the system’s popula-
tion in the future; and prison reform to reduce the 
number of  people being held in maximum-security 
facilities. Instead, he said the state should add 
more community-custody beds as an alternative 
placement for non-violent offenders.

Ament said Colorado, Nebraska and Wyoming 
are also obligated under Federal agreements to 
provide flows to protect habitat for endangered 
species near Kearney and Grand Island. “This is 
going to amount to a lot of  money to our lawyers 
and not improving the management of  water,” he 
said.

As for the prison, the existing Nebraska State 
Penitentiary in Lincoln was built in 1869. Remodel-
ing would cost more than building new. Yet, critics 
want to explore other avenues of  reform before 
building. I agree.

In an op-ed piece in the Nebraska Examiner 
online, former state Senator and one- term U.S. 
Representative Brad Ashford of  Omaha weighs 
in. As former chair of  the Legislature’s Judiciary 
Committee, Ashford knows the subject and the 
pitfalls.

“Constructing a new facility without accom-
panying programs would be useless. It is folly 
to think that a new facility meant only to house 
inmates will solve anything.  We need to center 
our approach on mental health — before, during 
and after incarceration.  Mental health includes 
behavioral health and substance abuse. Additional 
programs, which require our attention, include job 
reentry, housing and family reunification.

“And let’s not allow a new facility to be an add-
on. If  the new facility is built, the current dilapi-
dated facility must be demolished. The tax burden 
would increase substantially if  both facilities were 
in use, and we do not want to travel down the road 

Water, prisons & taxes now on the table in Lincoln

See GRAGERT, Page Five

For readers of  Irish descent, 
sorry, you aren’t luckier than the 
rest of  us, even though that’s a 
standard understanding often 
heard around St. Patrick’s Day on 
March 17.

Celebrate on, drink a green 
beer or two, though know this, 
during the gold and silver rush 
years in the latter 19th century, 
many miners were Irish Ameri-
can. Over time, the expression 
“luck of  the Irish” was associated 
with unearthing valuable metals. 
The descriptor isn’t all that com-
plimentary, implying that only 
by sheer luck, no brains or skills 
required, do people succeed. 

Luck means happiness or good 
fortune and is most commonly 
viewed as a gambling term. 
Luck Be a Lady Tonight, a Frank 
Sinatra classic our son Ryan 
could belt out with gusto, comes 
to mind. 

In Vegas, you literally cannot 
check into any hotel or walk 
through the airport without 
the clanging temptation of  slot 
machines. To learn about gam-
bling as a business, check out the 
Institute for the Study of  Gam-
bling and Commercial Gaming 
in the College of  Business at the 
University of  Nevada-Reno. 

As luck would have it, some-
times the dice roll in your favor. 
Wahoo, a string of  good luck. 
Yes, yes, I know, quit while you’re 
ahead. The pull is too strong, and 
for some, an addiction. Just one 
more roll and, it’s a hard luck 
story. Sorry. 

About those slots. It’s not 
luck at all. The machines are 
programmed to fill the casino’s 

pockets, not 
yours. Yes, 
profession-
al gamblers 
are a thing. 
They count 
cards, try 
to beat the 
system, 
shimmy up 
to the high 
roller table. 

I won 
a turkey 
once at the 
Thanksgiv-
ing draw-
ing run by 
Elgin busi-
nesses. The 
luck of  the 
draw. I was 
the random 

winner for the gift basket of  our 
Young-N-Lively local women’s 
group a couple months ago. 
That’s about it. Otherwise, even 
though good-hearted people have 
wished me good luck with one 
effort or another, success really 
boils down to hard work.

As luck would have it, all kinds 
of  lines pop into my head about 
this word. Here is a sampling of  
positive ones -- beginner’s luck, 
stroke of  luck, lucky streak. 
Then, there are the negative ones 
– down on your luck, hard luck, 
rotten luck. 

Seems like this column could 
be dedicated to the memory of  a 
precious dog named Lucky who 
often greeted folks inside the 
front door of  The Elgin Review 
office. Co-publishers Dennis and 
Lynell were lucky and compas-
sionate owners and Lucky was 
one lucky pet. Rest in peace. 

This column can also be 
dedicated to a dear neighbor who 
taught me last Christmas that 
potluck means different things 
to different people. “What shall 
I bring (to the neighborhood gath-
ering),” she queried. “Whatever 
you want” was my reply noting 
that’s the fun of  it, to see what 
comes together for a meal. No 
planning required. It generally 
works and no one ever seems to 
starve. 

In her family, potluck means to 
bring a salad and dessert and the 
hostess providing the main meat 
dish, or something like that. Hus-
band Rick’s family on his mom’s 
side had a rich legacy of  pie 
baking. At a family Thanksgiving 

Area projects one step closer

Americans all across the country rely on the U.S. 
Postal Service to deliver mail and packages in a 
timely and efficient manner. The USPS is especial-
ly important to people who live in rural areas and 
to our seniors, for whom the Postal Service is often 
a crucial connection to the rest of  the world.

The USPS has a budget of  about $80 billion a 
year. But for more than a decade now, the agency 
has suffered regular losses. In the 2021 fiscal year 

alone, USPS reported a net 
loss of  $4.9 billion. And over 
the 14 years before that, 
USPS lost nearly $90 billion.

One reason for this is a 
sharp decline in mail vol-
ume, as more and more 
people adopt email instead. 
USPS is also required to 
prefund health care benefits 
for its retirees well into the 
future – something no other 
federal agency or private 
company is required to do.

There is no denying that 
the USPS is in desperate 
need of  reform. Congress is 
slated to pass a bipartisan, 
common-sense bill that will 
go a long way toward fixing 
the Postal Service’s prob-
lems.

The Postal Service Reform Act eliminates 
USPS’s burdensome requirement to prefund health 
care for its more than 600,000 employees, around 
4,600 of  whom call Nebraska home. Instead, it 
will integrate future Postal Service retirees into 
Medicare, which all of  their employees already 
pay into, and it will allow those who are already re-
tired to decide if  they want to switch. This change 
is estimated to save the Postal Service nearly $50 

billion over the next ten years.
The bill will also make USPS’s six-day delivery 

schedule permanent, giving the agency much-
needed flexibility to deliver its wide range of  
products more effectively. Nebraskans depend on 
the Postal Service to run smoothly, and important 
mail like prescription drugs often has to be re-
ceived on time. 

In addition to these much-needed changes, the 
Postal Service Reform Act will require the USPS 
to publish weekly performance data on an easy-to-
use online dashboard. The USPS will also have to 
give regular reports to Congress about their opera-
tions and financial health. Transparent govern-
ment is good government, and these updates will 
help elected officials hold the USPS to a higher 
standard in the coming years.

Finally, the bill also gives the current Postmaster 
General, Louis DeJoy, the breathing room he needs 
to implement his ten-year strategic plan, “Deliv-
ering for America.” Started last year, this plan is 
already helping the Postal Service align its ser-
vices with the needs of  today’s consumers through 
investments in new technologies, more modern 
post offices, and more streamlined processing. It 
has the potential to set the USPS on even firmer 
footing going forward.

The USPS supports this bill, and so do many 
organizations with a presence in Nebraska, like 
Mutual of  Omaha and Pitney Bowes. Without 
the reforms it will make, the Postal Service could 
become insolvent in the next few years. We can’t 
allow that to happen. 

Too many people rely on their local post office to 
keep them connected to friends, family, and busi-
nesses.

I am glad to say that the Postal Service Reform 
Act is on track to pass through a bipartisan vote, 
with my support. I look forward to President 
Biden signing it very soon.

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

Steps for reforming the USPS

A new event center and lodge at Niobrara State 
Park, a new boat launch near the Village of  Nio-
brara, and expanding the Weigand Marina at the 
Lewis and Clark State Recreational Area, are 
one step closer to reality, as the Legislature gave 
first-round approval to LB 1023 on a 29-4 vote. 
LB 1023 carries out the recommendations of  the 
State Tourism and Recreational Water Access and 
Resource Sustainability (STAR WARS) Special 
Committee, of  which I am a member. The bill also 
includes funding for road improvements and a 
new marina at Lake McConaughy, as well as a new 
lake between Omaha and Lincoln. All discussion 
pertaining to the improvements in Knox County 
were favorable, noting the natural beauty of  the 
area and agreeing that we need to attract more 
people. There were many questions asked on the 
proposed 4,000 acre lake, such as the projected 
costs, whether Lincoln’s drinking water would be 
affected, and the process that will be used to pur-
chase the land. It was estimated that the proposed 
lake could cost up to $1 billion, but that private-
public partnerships would 
be sought. Discussion also 
focused on guaranteeing that 
the lake would be accessible 
to the public.

The Appropriations 
Committee has included 
$80 million from the Cash 
Reserve Fund and $120 
million from the General 
Fund in funding for the LB 
1023 projects in their final 
budget recommendations to 
the Legislature. Unlike the 
Governor, the committee 
did not suggest funding any 
portion of  it with the federal 
America Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) dollars, as they felt 
these projects did not fit the 
criteria put forth by the fed-
eral government on the use 
of  these funds. The funding 
includes $1 million for an independent hydrology 
study to make sure that Lincoln and Omaha water 
resources would not be adversely affected.  

The Legislature also gave first-round approval 
on a 36-3 vote to LB 1015, which attempts to secure 
Nebraska’s water supply from the South Platte 
River under the 1923 South Platte Compact signed 
with the State of  Colorado. This compact entitled 
Nebraska to 120 cubic feet per second of  water 
from April 1st through October 15th (irrigation 
season) and 500 cfs of  water from October 16th 
through March 31st (non-irrigation season). Al-
though we are currently receiving the full amount, 
senators were told that we can only legally claim 
the non-irrigation season water entitlement by 
building the Perkins County Canal, a canal and 
reservoir system, along the South Platte River. 

With population growth in Colorado and talk 
of  water projects, Governor Ricketts has pushed 
for this project and recommended to fund it with 
an appropriation of  $400 million from the Cash 
Reserve Fund and $100 million from ARPA funds. 
Senators have questioned the total projected costs, 
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Obituaries
Helen M. Reicks, 87

She and her husband Alphonse operated the Petersburg Lockers for many years.
Helen M. Reicks, 87, of  

Petersburg, NE, passed away 
Monday, March 7, 2022 at the 
Boone County Health Center in 

Albion, NE.
A Mass of  

Christian 
Burial was 
held Saturday, 
March 12, 2022 
at St. John the 
Baptist Catho-
lic Church in 
Petersburg with 
Fr. John Nor-
man officiating. 

Interment followed in the par-
ish cemetery.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Albion is in charge of  arrange-
ments.

*****
Helen Marie Reicks, daugh-

ter of  John Bernard and 
Catherine (Ridder) Arends 
was born on September 14, 
1934 at St. Libory, NE. She was 
baptized at St. Libory and con-
firmed at St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Petersburg.  She at-
tended school at several places 
during her childhood.

On May 23, 1951 Helen was 
united in marriage to Al-
phonse “Al” Bernard Reicks at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Petersburg, NE. The 
couple lived in Petersburg 
where they raised their family. 
In 1958, Helen and Al bought 
and operated the Petersburg 
Lockers. In 1975, they incorpo-

rated the business with their 
two sons Chuck and Dennis, 
and continued operating it un-
til retirement in early 2000’s. 

Helen was a member of  
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church of  Petersburg, NE and 
St. John’s Christian Mothers. 
She enjoyed camping and boat-
ing, traveling, playing cards 
and solitaire, feeding birds and 
squirrels, taking trips to the ca-
sino, and most of  all spending 
time with family and friends. 

Helen is survived by three 
sons: John (Nelda) of  Center-
ton, AR; Dennis of  Juniata, NE; 
Monty (Teri) of  Petersburg, 
NE; twelve grandchildren: 
Shawn Ragan, Jaimie Skin-
ner, Andrea Smith, Geoff  

Smith, Melissa Reicks, Leslah 
Casper, Shannon Tupe, Kim-
berly Reicks, Dennis “Buddy” 
Reicks, Courtney Burbach, 
Brandon Reicks, and Jay 
Reicks; 29 great-grandchildren; 
six great-great-grandchildren; 
brother-in-law Jerome (Bar-
bara) Reicks of  Sioux City, IA; 
sisters-in-law: Dorothy Reicks 
of  Grand Island, NE and Alyce 
Arends of  Chicago, IL; along 
with many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband Al, 
sons Charles Dean and Doug-
las Alan; an infant daughter 
Theresa Ann; brothers: John 
Arends and Donald Arends, 
and sister Darlene Arends.

dinner once, luck was not in the favor of  the diners – not one pie. 
The next year, all the sisters brought a couple just in case. That’s 
planning, not luck. 

Beyond food, potluck means you take a chance on something 
hoping for a positive result. Back to the casino, one takes pot-
luck to choose a slot machine. The hope is to hear quarters come 
crashing out of  the machine. Actually, in new establishments, 
bells, whistles, and flashing lights call attention to a win. No cups 
of  quarters. Just a little slip of  paper to turn into the cashier. 

To wrap, think about this 16th century proverb – “Diligence is 
a mother of  good luck.” Basically, when you succeed because you 
approach life with care and consistency, it looks like good luck 
has come your way. Lots of  luck, Elgin friends. 

To comment, reach me at jane.schuchardt@gmail.com. 

From Page Four
Talk

including maintenance costs, the amount of  water Nebraska 
has the right to, and the urgency for this project. The Appropria-
tions Committee voted to include only $53.5 million for the canal 
project in its budget package. This would fund a feasibility study, 
design work, permitting, and potentially buying land. 

Second amendment rights were the subject of  more than eight 
hours of  debate this past week. LB 773, introduced and priori-
tized by Senator Tom Brewer, was stuck in the Judiciary Commit-
tee. A pull motion to place the bill on General File was successful 
on a 30-12 vote. A couple days later the bill was filibustered on 
General File. A cloture motion to end debate and allow a vote on 
the advancement of  the bill was successful on a 36-9 vote, after 
which LB 773 received first-round approval.

Currently, to get a concealed carry permit, applicants must 
submit to a background check, pay a $100 fee, and complete an 
approved handgun training and safety course. Under LB 773, 
referred to as the constitutional carry legislation, persons want-
ing to carry a concealed weapon would no long need to obtain a 
permit. 

As the Legislature begins the last 20 days of  this 60-day legisla-
tive session, I encourage you to inform me of  your thoughts and 
opinions on the legislation before us. I can be reached at District 
#40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE  68509. My email 
address is tgragert@leg.ne.gov and my telephone number is (402) 
471-2801.

From Page Four
Gragert

Debra Jo Stoltz, 54
A 1986 graduate of Elgin High School, she loved exploring the outdoors.

Debra Jo Stoltz, 54 of  Mount 
Vernon, SD died Sunday, March 
13, 2022 at her home surround-
ed by her family, following a 
battle with cancer.

Services celebrating Deb’s 
Life will be held at 11 a.m. 

Thursday, 
March 17, 2022 
at the United 
Methodist 
Church in Elgin 
with Pastor Bri-
an Loy officiat-
ing. The service 
will be streamed 
live on the Elgin 
United Meth-

odist Church Facebook page. 
Burial will follow at West Cedar 
Valley Cemetery, Elgin. Visita-
tion will be 4-7 p.m. Wednes-
day at the church, with a 7 
p.m. prayer service. Levander 
Funeral Home of  Elgin is in 
charge of  arrangements. 

*****
Debra Jo Stoltz, the daughter 

of  Duane E. Johnson and Caro-
lyn Jo Armstrong-Johnson 
was born February 1, 1968, at 
Tilden Community Hospital 
in Tilden, Nebraska, and died 
March 13, 2022, surrounded by 
family at her home in Mount 
Vernon, S.D. She graduated 
from Elgin Public Schools in 
1986 and excelled in several 
sports earning state honors 
and state appearances in 
several sports and events. She 
went on to Northeast Commu-
nity College earning an Associ-
ates of  Agriculture-Veterinary 
Care in 1988, while also being 
a member of  the NECC Volley-
ball team.

She was united in holy mat-
rimony to Robert Lee Stoltz 
on June 18, 1988.  The union 
was blessed with 3 children, 
Dani Jo (25), Tony Lee (22) and 
Jordan Zachary (17). Deb was 
first employed by Antelope 
Memorial Hospital, then went 
on to provide day care services, 

waitressing, and was a swine 
technician for Pillen Farms 
in Nebraska. After moving to 
Mitchell, she worked at a nurs-
ing home and finally a senior 
analyst for Guidehouse.

The family moved to Knox-
ville, Maryland, in 2007, where 
Deb loved to live at the base of  
the Appalachian Mountains, 
where she could spend time 
with family and explore the out-
doors. After moving to South 
Dakota in 2009, the family plant-
ed their roots in Mount Vernon. 
Deb and her family really felt 
that this was their home and 
took great pride in making this 
community their own. Here the 
family fell in love with camp-
ing and spending time out-
doors and doing activities with 
extended family and friends. 
Deb also enjoyed attending her 
kids sporting events and com-
munity activities and took an 
active role in the community by 
serving on the Mount Vernon 

Public Schools, School Board 
for nine years. 

She took great pride and joy 
in her role as a school board 
member. Deb enjoyed camping, 
gardening, canning and any-
thing else outdoors. 

Deb had a deep faith and her 
beautiful life will forever be 
cherished in the lives of  her 
children, family and friends.  
Debra Jo is survived by her 
husband, Bob, children, Dani, 
Tony and Jordan; mother, Caro-
lyn Jo Johnson; one brother, 
Wally Johnson (Lori); brothers-
in-law, Tom Stoltz (Patty), Jack 
Stoltz (Joanie) and Dave Stoltz 
(Laura), along with many 
cousins, nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.  Deb was 
preceded in death by her father 
Duane E Johnson, her grand-
parents William Carroll and 
Katherine Armstrong, father 
and mother in-law Phil and 
Honey Stoltz and sister-in-law 
Kathy Berney.
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In just a few short days, a total of  
eighteen state qualifiers from both 
Elgin High School and Pope John 
Central Catholic will travel to Kear-
ney to compete in the State Speech 
Competition. 

Qualifying for state speech is no 
easy task; it requires long hours of  
practice, a willingness to constantly 
change and improve, and the ability 
to step outside of  your comfort zone.  

Throughout my many years in 
coaching speech, I have learned that 
not every student can be taught in 
the same manner, which means we, 
as coaches, must be able to think 
outside of  the box to achieve suc-
cess. Rolled-up stocking hats tucked 

Qualifying for state speech doesn’t just happen, it takes hard work
inside a jacket, stacking books on top 
of  moving feet, and carrying a large 
supply of  Vicks vapor rub are just 
a few of  such examples that Stacy 
Shumake-Henn and I have utilized to 
help students become successful in 
the world of  speech.  

In speech, students may be asked 
to portray characters very differ-
ent from their own persona. For 
some kids, this can be a breeze, and 
for others, it can prove to be quite a 
challenge, as was the case a few years 
back when one of  our freshman was 
asked to portray a Superman-like 
character. 

Being only a freshman, his confi-
dence and stature was anything but 

that of  a superhero. After several 
verbal examples to try and help the 
student create the dominating pos-
ture, I turned to two stocking caps 
that lay on the desk beside me. I 
rolled the stocking caps into two balls 
and asked the student to tuck them 
in neatly inside his jacket. I then 
explained that the stocking caps, as 
silly as it may be, were positioned to 
give him the broad chest like that of  
Superman. Their purpose and place-
ment were simply to train him to 
speak while keeping his shoulders 
back and his posture straight like that 
of  a superhero. Any time he dropped 
his shoulders or let his body slouch 
in the slightest manner, the stocking 
caps would fall. It was now his job 
to try and keep them in place. Once 
he got the giggles out of  the way, his 
focus shifted to keeping his shoulders 
back and his posture straight. Before 
we knew it, our young freshman was 
beginning to develop the body lan-
guage of  a superhero. 

A common problem that coaches 
must try and correct is the need of  a 
speaker to shift and move their feet 
during a presentation. Some students 
simply shift their weight from side to 
side, and some almost march to the 
beat of  the lines they are reciting. 
Many can learn to control their move-

ment simply by being made aware 
of  it. However, several years ago, 
we were blessed with an extremely 
talented speech student who unfor-
tunately struggled with shifty feet. 
After several attempts of  pointing out 
the problem, we turned to stacking 
books on his feet while 
he practiced. Over and 
over, we would require 
him to perform without 
moving or shifting the 
books on his feet. I can’t 
say success happened 
overnight, but little 
by little, he became 
more conscious of  the 
problem, and over time 
he learned to control 
his movements while 
performing. These improvements, in 
part, helped him capture several state 
medals during his career.  

Maybe even more difficult to 
control during a performance than a 
speaker’s feet moving is their nerves. 
I have always been told that the best 
way to battle nerves is to come pre-
pared. However, we had a student that 
proved that it sometimes takes a little 
more than preparedness to defeat a 
bad case of  nerves.  

 My son Hunter first joined the 
speech team his sophomore year. Ini-

tially, he was excited to be involved in 
speech and looked forward to compet-
ing. Unfortunately, it didn’t take long 
to discover his nerves would play a 
significant role in his ability to par-
ticipate. Determined to continue, we 
personally researched the subject and 

read an article that sug-
gested that stimulating 
his sense of  smell might 
help him overcome his 
nerves. Just like that, a 
jar of  Vick’s Vapor Rub 
became essential. Prior 
to each performance, 
Hunter would apply the 
thick mentholated paste 
under his nose, and 
amazingly it seemed to 
work. In the end, with 

the help of  his teammates and sev-
eral jars of  Vick’s Vapor Rub, Hunter 
graduated, earning a total 4 of  state 
speech medals, as well as the ability to 
stand and address a large number of  
people.  

 These are just a few of  the unique 
methods we have turned to behind 
the scenes to help students achieve 
success in Speech, all the while trying 
never to lose sight that our ultimate 
goal for each student participating in 
the program reaches far beyond earn-
ing a medal. 
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By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club met Thursday, March 10 at the old fire 

hall in Bartlett. Eleven members were present. 
Special guests were Wayne Hinerman from Hastings, who is 

the Lions District Governor 38-I for 2021-2022 and John Stark of  
Clay Center.  

Several items were discussed during the meeting. The  annual 
Easter Egg hunt will be held in Bartlett April 16. 

The candy bags for the event will be filled by Lions members 
during the April 14 meeting. 

Kara Snider reported that she has talked to “Teammates” 
mentors about helping man the Lions stands during the Wheeler 
County Fair. This topic will be discussed at the April 9  Team-
mates meeting.  

Members of  the Lions Club will participate at “Literacy Night” 
to be held at the Wheeler Central new gym on Tuesday, March 29 
at 6:30 p.m. 

The Lions Club will man a game of  Bingo for Wheeler Central 
students to enjoy during the evening.  

Club members voted to give a $50 memorial in honor of  John 
Senn. 

The money has been given to the Wheeler County Sons of  the 
American Legion in honor of  John.  

Members voted to donate $250 to the Wheeler Central “Team-
mates,” program.  

Mentors and mentees will be attending the Nebraska spring 
game. 

The donated money will help defray some of  the expenses.  
Wheeler Central will be hosting the NVC band clinic Monday, 

March 21 with seven schools participating. 
They are Keya Paha, Stuart, West Holt, Rock County, Boyd 

County, Chambers and Wheeler Central.  Schools will arrive at 
noon with rehearsal beginning at 12:30 p.m. A free concert will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. for the general public.

Delan Reed (l) and Wayne Hinerman, Li-
ons District Governor  38-I. Wayne present-
ed Delan with a 15-year Lions membership 
chevron at their meeting on Thursday eve-
ning, March 10. Photos submitted

Lions 38-I  District Governor Wayne Hiner-
man presented a 15 year Lions membership 
chevron to David Collins (l). The chevron was 
honoring David’s wife Patty who was unable 
to attend the meeting. 

Wayne Hinerman Lions District Governor 
38-I 2021/22 is shown with Sherry Tetschner. 
She accepted a 35-year Lions membership 
chevron for her dad Ellis Schrunk who was 
unable to attend the meeting.

Bartlett News



Notice of 
Organization — K&S 

Collective, LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

K&S Collective LLC
To Whom It May Concern:
According to K&S Collective 

LLC Operating Agreement, the 
members of K&S Collective LLC, 
are as follows:

Kara Melissa Funk
Shaley Dianne Dirks

The authority, rights and duties 
of the members are set forth 
in the Company’s Operating 
Agreement.

Furthermoroe, LegalZoom 
resigns as organizer for the 
Company effective upon the date 
of this letter.

Yours sincerely,
LegalZoom, Inc.

Cheyenne Moseley
Authorized Representative

Agreed to on: March 8, 2002
By: Kara M. Funk
Representative
PUBLISH: March 16, 23 & 30, 
2022
ZNEZ
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
March 8, 2022

The Elgin City Council met 
in regular session on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022, at 7:30 p.m., pur-
suant to posted notice. Mayor 
Schmitt called the meeting to or-
der, and announced the location 
of the Open Meeting Act.

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• February regular meet-
ing minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims   

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
101.71; Great Plains Com-
munications, se, 53.82; AP-
PEARA, su, 48.40; The Elgin 
Review,  print, 232.45; Brenda 
Reikofski, se, 130.00; Dean’s 
Market, su, 26.09; Eakes, su, 
12.29; CORE Development, 
dues, 200.00; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 226.14; Bank of Elgin, ins, 
2250.00; Prudential, retirement, 
502.65; American Funds, retire-
ment, 131.80; US Treasury, tax, 
2328.92; Google, se, 6.00; Pay-

roll, 1803.55
SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 

2791.50
STREET: ERPPD, se, 945.91; 

Verizon Wireless, su, 43.52; El-
gin One Stop, fuel/su, 80.33; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 110.78; 
Corner Service & Tire, rpr, 20.00; 
Bomgaars, su, 23.98; Colonial 
Research, su, 314.77; To Paving 
Assessment, transfer, 3829.88; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 133.67; 
Payroll, 1375.54

WATER: ERPPD, se, 724.17; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 39.47; Verizon Wireless, su, 
43.52; One Call Concepts, se, 
0.80; NE Health Lab, se, 540.00; 
Nebraska Generator Service, 
su, 214.38; Sargent Drilling, rpr, 
413.22; The Elgin Review, print, 
120.00; Corner Service & Tire, 
rpr, 151.95; Pitzer Digital, print, 
108.00; Corey Romej, rtn dep, 
100.00;  US Post Office, post-
age, 162.25;  NE Dept of Rev-
enue, tax, 309.20; The Bank of 
Elgin, bad check, 400.00; Pay-
roll, 2751.07

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 859.69; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 50.73; One Call Concepts, 
se, 0.80; Midwest Laboratories 
Inc, se, 179.05; The Elgin Re-
view, print, 120.00; Pitzer Digi-
tal, print, 108.00; NE Dept. of 
Revenue, tax, 1198.09; Payroll, 
1061.44

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 163.39; 

Great Plains Communications, 
se, 57.92; APPEARA, su, 48.39; 
Lordemann Insurance, ins, 
64.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
509.81

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00; J.P. Cooke Co, su, 
87.10

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 4806.00; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 66.07; NE 
Department of Environment & 
Energy, license, 40.00; The Elgin 
Review, print, 176.00; Black Hills 
Energy, se, 35.02; Bank of Elgin, 
loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 398.69; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 95.21; 
Payroll, 314.10

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 
65.10; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 117.27; Amazon, 
bks, 159.17; Barbara Bode, su, 
699.98; Midwest Living, bks, 
11.00; Woman’s Day, bks, 8.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 124.37; 
Payroll, 1134.86

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 33.60
RESCUE: Vicki Miller, su, 

55.32
• Accept bid from The Road 

Guy for 14,000 gallons of armor 
coat oil at $3.78 per gallon

• Discard old office furniture 
and computer

• Prepare ordinance increasing 
the trash rates

• Adopt Policy 240 – Holidays 
of the employee handbook

• City clean-up day set for April 
28, 2022

• Hire Kali Dworak for full-time 
lifeguard

• Hire Jack Wemhoff and Dy-
lon Lueking for summer mainte-
nance

• Entered into Closed Session 
at 8:16 p.m.

• Reconvened to Open Ses-
sion at 8:26 p.m., interviews will 
be scheduled for maintenance 
position

• Building permits: Jim Kit-
telson, Eric Haselhorst, Bruce 
Clark

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Stealth Broadband project 
update in Elgin

• Ordinance 665 Granting 
a non-exclusive franchise to 
Stealth Broadband, LLC

• Plan in place to clean prop-
erty at 409 N Second Street

• EKG group will look into op-
tions to help mitigate sand blow-
ing due to Bullarama

• Books not returned to the li-
brary

• Generators running when 
power flashed

• Green Fiber will now take 
care of recycling dumpsters in 
town

• Get quote for new furnace at 
City Hall

• Removal of branches hang-
ing in trees at the park

• City Hall closed March 14-18 
for clerk school

• MFO money for fire and res-
cue to be used by June 30th 

• Deb Eggleston to present LB 
840 economic development pro-
gram March 23rd 

• Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, April 4, 2022

• Regular Meeting adjourned 
at 8:48 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: March 16, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska
March 8th, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes from March 1st, 2022 
BOC and BOE Meeting.  Pledge 
collateral was reviewed.  Corre-
spondence was reviewed. Feb-
ruary’s CDC Monthly Report; 
Treasurer Fund Balance and 
Revenue Report; Sheriff Fee 
Reports were reviewed. Zoning 
Permit Report.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AKRS ex 145.26; 

AFLAC ins 850.00; AMERITAS 
LIFE INS CORP ins 15,109.42; 
ANTELOPE CO COURT ex 
222.00; APPEARA ex 33.56; 
APPLIED CONN TECH ex 
4,040.65; BLACK HILLS EN-
ERGY ut 1,212.19; BCBS ins 
57,320.89; BOMGAARS ex 
28.98; BOMGAARS ex 165.05; 
CARHART LUMBER ex 17.99; 
CARNEY LAW ex 3,216.62; 
CENTEC CAST METAL PRODS 
ex 772.97; CITY OF NELIGH 
ut 4,793.44; CITY OF NELIGH-
RECY ut 500.00; CITY OF NOR-
FOLK ex 25,560.00; CLEARFLY 
COMMS ut 153.40; CLERK OF 
THE DIST COURT ex 75.75; 
JUDITH COLE ps 10.00; COLO-
NIAL LIFE/ACCIDENT INS ins 
100.88; CORNHUSKER STATE 
INDUSTRIES ex 117.00; CUB-
BYS ex 775.57; DAS STATE 
ACCTG ex 562.68; DOERR & 
KLEIN ex 2,797.55; DRIVERS 
LICENSE GUIDE CO ex 31.95; 
DUSTYS ex 290.51; EAKES 
OFFICE SOL ex 183.48; ELGIN 
APPLIANCE/MORE ex 363.25; 
ELGIN ONE STOP ex 301.80; 
ELGIN REVIEW ex 517.43; 
ELITE OFFICE PRODS ex 
472.04; FED W/H tax 8,810.47; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS 
ins 1,020.82; GREAT PLAINS 
COMMS ut 396.93; LINDA 
GROSSERODE ex 361.94; 
DARRELL HAMILTON ps 11.00; 
LYLE HART ex 200.00; HI-
WAY MART ex 270.50; MYLA 
JACKSON ex 60.95; JONNY 
DODGE ex 561.43; K&M RE-
PORTING ex 168.75; AMY 
KLEINSCHMIT ex 60.95; LIB-
ERTY NATIONAL ins 255.11; 
LICHTENBERG TIRE SVC ex 
49.05; MADISON NATIONAL 
LIFE ins 53.63; MADISON NA-
TIONAL LIFE ins 41.52; MEN-
ARDS ex 118.98; MICROFILM 
IMAGING SYSTEMS ex 122.00; 
DUANE MILLER ex 12.00; MIPS 
ex 2,890.54; NACO ex 90.00; 
NEBR INTERGOVERNMEN-
TAL RISK MGT ASN ex 25.00; 
NEBR ASSOC OF CO TREAS 
ex 50.00; NEBR DEPT OF REV 
tax 4,284.72; NEBR HEALTH/
HUMAN SVCS ex 186.00; 
NEBR WEED CONTROL ASSN 
ex 375.00; NELIGH AUTO/MA-
CHINE ex 14.40; VSP-NACO VI-
SION ins 532.70; NORTHEAST 
NEBR HEATING/COOLING 
ex 272.70; WILLIAM OUREN 

ex 75.00; PINNACLE BANK ex 
86.23; PITNEY BOWES-METER 
PMT ex 864.18; PITZER DIGI-
TAL ex 445.81; QUILL CORP 
ex 205.99; R R DONNELLEY 
ex 40.17; JANICE RIDDER ps 
10.00; CAROLINE SIEMS ps 
25.00; WEX BANK ex 228.82; 
SOC SEC 20,498.86; BRITTANY 
SPIEKER ex 30.42; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 1,143.42; UNIV 
OF NEBR-LINCOLN ut 45.02; 
UNIV OF NEBR LINCOLN ex 
1,172.08; URBANEC’S FURNI-
TURE ex 2,599.00; US CELLU-
LAR ut 627.35; WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL INS CO ins 285.92; 
BONITA WELKE ps 22.00; 319 
GRAPHICS/T’S ex 74.75; DELL 
MARKETING LP ex 100.43; 
PITNEY BOWES PURCHASE 
POWER ex 5,000.00; 

Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 952.75; 
AFLAC ins 235.76; AMERITAS 
LIFE INS CORP ins 9,233.91; 
AMH ex 95.00; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY ut 1,284.49; BCBS 
ins 34,383.41; BOMGAARS 
ex 1,249.10; CARHART LUM-
BER ex 19.25; CARQUEST OF 
NELIGH ex 534.87; CASEYS 
ex 59.68; CITY OF TILDEN ut 
70.17; COLONIAL LIFE/ACCI-
DENT INS ins 90.16; COLONIAL 
RESEARCH CHEMICAL COR 
ex 99.27; CONSTELLATION ut 
518.20; CORNER HARDWARE 
ex 12.19; CREDIT BUREAU 
SVCS ins 329.53; CREDIT MAN-
AGEMENT SVCS garn 344.37; 
CUBBYS ex 434.68; D&M MA-
CHINERY ex 95.33; DUSTYS 
ex 64.57; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 
50.19; EMME SAND/GRAVEL ex 
5,319.24; FARMER’S PRIDE ex 
6,522.21; FED W/H tax 5,861.42; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS 
ins 470.83; FRONTIER COMM 
ut 257.72; G I TRAILER ex 
679.63; G WORKS ex 450.00; 
GREAT PLAINS COMMS ut 
265.08; CREDIT MANAGE-
MENT SVCS garn 339.15; IS-
LAND SUPPLY WELDING CO 
ex 297.39; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP ex 30,855.00; JONNY 
DODGE ex 3,830.41; KAYTON 
INTERNATIONAL ex 3,171.36; 
LAWSON PRODS ex 34.92; 
LAZY T TIRE/IMP ex 1,357.07; 
LIBERTY NATIONAL ins 285.67; 
LICHTENBERG TIRE SVC ex 
4,151.84; MADISON NATIONAL 
LIFE ins 47.32; MADISON NA-
TIONAL LIFE ins 28.42; MEDI-
CAL ENTERPRISES ex 175.00; 
MURPHY TRACTOR/EQUIP 
ex 747.25; N&B GAS CO ex 
570.38; NEBR DEPT OF REV 
tax 2,590.34; NPPD ut 53.38; 
NELIGH AUTO/MACHINE ex 
249.01; VSP-NACO VISION 
ex 291.01; NCPPD ut 336.52; 
NORTHEAST GLASS ex 120.00; 
NNTC ut 75.56; QUALITY IRON/
METAL ex 1,136.90; QUICK 
SERVE OIL CO ex 429.03; RA-
ZOR TRACKING ex 925.00; 
RDO TRUCK CENTER ex 
176.28; ROAD BUILDERS MA-
CHINERY/SUPPLY ex 383.91; 
ROYAL ONE STOP ex 198.63; 
RUTJENS CONSTRUCTION ex 
50.00; SAPP BROTHER PET-

RO ex 1,088.31; SIDUMP’R ex 
1,095.90; WEX BANK ex 529.90; 
SOC SEC 13,044.56; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 95.36; VE-
RIZON WIRELESS ut 190.23; 
VILLAGE OF CLEARWATER ut 
64.50; VILLAGE OF ORCHARD 
ut 53.30; WASHINGTON NA-
TIONAL INS CO ins 277.90; 319 
GRAPHICS/T’S ex 20.00; ERP-
PD ut 313.86; NPPD ut 40.70; 

County Visitors Promotion 
Fund: ORCHARD HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY ex 122.00; NEWS 
CHANNEL NEBR ex 200.00; 

County Visitors Tourism Pro-
motion: ORCHARD HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY ex 1,750.00; 
ROYAL ROPING CLUB ex 
1,750.00; 

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
334.80; 

Law Enforcement Center: BOB 
BARKER CO ex 30.55; CASH-
WA DISTR ex 1,776.74; CULLI-
GAN ex 90.75; DOLLAR GEN-
ERAL ex 8.00; ECHO ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY ex 558.24; FAITH 
REGIONAL HEALTH SVCS 
ex 540.00; HILAND DAIRY ex 
424.97; MERIT MECHANI-
CAL ex 6,806.00; MIDWEST 
SPECIAL SVCS ex 232.50; NE 
COMM COLLEGE ex 1,117.50; 
RADEC CONSTRUCTION ex 
670.00; THRIFTWAY MARKET 
ex 248.64; WANEK PHARMACY 
ex 228.19;

Commissary: CASH-WA DIS-
TR ex 166.70; DOLLAR GEN-
ERAL ex 38.50; JUSTICE DATA 
SOLUTIONS ex 270.00; KEEFE 
SUPPLY ex 341.28; NEBR POP-
CORN SALES ex 24.00; PINNA-
CLE BANK ex 57.15; 

Building Fund: BRYANT 
HOME COMFORT ex 3,946.00; 
KINNAN CONSTRUCTION ex 
10,000.00.

Approved improvement grant 
request.

Met with NPAIT representative 
regarding fund investments. 

Zoning Administrators Report. 
Approved administrative plat.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved underground permit. 
Temporary weight limit restricted 
to 7 Ton on ALL hard surface 
roads. Culverts for 835th Road 
and 524th Avenue are on order 
and will ship.  Approved purchas-
ing truck load of grader blades.  
Discussion of micro-surfacing 
and Orchard-Summerland Road 
– no formal action.

Bid openings: Approved and 
accepted any and all gravel bids.  
Approved and accepted JEBRO 
for asphalt oil. Approved and ac-
cepted Sta-bilt for armor coating.

Approved purchase of a 2016 
Packer.

Met in executive session re-
garding employee issues.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: March 16, 2022
ZNEZ

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Two men appeared in the 
Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh for arraignment or first 
hearing.

Steven H. Habegger, 18, An-
telope County Jail, faced the 
Honorable Donna Taylor on a 
Class 3A felony count of  child 
abuse and three Class 1 misde-
meanors, contribute to delin-
quency of  a child, debauching 
a minor and cruel mistreat-
ment of  an animal, all alleged 
Feb. 10 at a Neligh motel. If  
convicted, Habegger faces up 
to a $10,000 fine and up to three 
years in prison on the felony 
count and up to a $1,000 fine 
and/or one year imprisonment 
on each of  the misdemeanor 
charges. Preliminary hearing 
is set March 16.

Habegger’s court-appointed 
attorney, Melissa Figueroa 
of  Norfolk, requested a bond 
reduction, indicating her cli-
ent was from Montana, where 
his only criminal history 
was reckless driving, and he 
wanted to return there to re-
side with his parents who said 
they would get him to court ap-
pearances in Antelope County. 
Abler objected, on grounds 
that the defendant “is not from 
this state…he traveled from 
Montana to have sex with the 
young lady.” 

Court News
Montana man appears for first hearing on felony child abuse

He said more serious charges 
may be filed and indicated 
cases are “under advisement” 
in Cedar County. Abler said he 
was not aware if  charges had 
been filed in Cedar County.

The judge denied the request 
for bond reduction, stating “At 
this time, it is too soon to look 
at reducing bond, there may be 
more,” she told him. “You are 
facing some serious charges 
probably not limited to Ante-
lope County.”

She added that if  bond was 
posted, he would not be al-
lowed to leave the state without 
a court order.

According to an affidavit 
filed in Cedar County by a 
Nebraska State Patrol inves-
tigator, the defendant and the 
alleged victim met on the inter-
net about a year ago, and he 
traveled to Creighton to meet 
her. The first sexual encounter 
was alleged at a Hartington ho-
tel in December 2021. When the 
alleged victim later moved to 
Neligh, he allegedly followed. 
According to the affidavit, 
although the girl initially told 
him she was 16, he was alleg-
edly aware of  her age at the 
time of  the encounter.

Xavier W. Hobbs, 20, of  Ew-
ing appeared for arraignment 
on two Class 3 misdemeanors 
alleged Jan. 29, on Highway 
275, two miles east of  Clear-

water on the Elkhorn River 
bridge. Charges include Count 
I, willful reckless driving, and 
Count II, minor in possession 
of  alcohol. Hobbs requested 
court-appointed counsel. Tay-
lor appointed public defender 
Melissa Figueroa of  Norfolk. 
Further arraignment is set 
March 16 (today).

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

Hope M. Llanos, 32, of  Schuy-
ler failed to appear at her 
scheduled arraignment hear-
ing in the Antelope County 
courtroom last Wednesday 
morning, but showed up in 
the afternoon . The Honor-
able Donna Taylor allowed 
arraignment to proceed. 
Llanos pleaded not guilty 
and requested jury trial on 
a charge of  interfering with 
government operations, a Class 
1 misdemeanor, alleged Jan. 
8 at the Antelope County Law 
Enforcement Center in Neligh. 
Pretrial hearing is set March 
16.  Llanos is represented by 

Judge handles
tardy, truant
defendants

See TRUANT, Page 11
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Come find out how our Catholic schools will 
benefit your children for life.

Educating the 
Mind and Heart.

faith for life. academics for success.

Learn more at pjcrusaders.org/enroll

New Student Visitation
Friday, March 25 | Grades Prek-12

No snow, high winds and dry 
conditions have made parts of  
Elgin dirty.

Dirty as in sand blowing 
onto sidewalks and up against 
buildings, believed to be 
coming from the area where 
the Elgin Ko-ed Group (EKG) 
holds their big fundraising 
event - the bullarama. 

At the Elgin City Council 

Winter weather cited for dirt, sand issues facing businesses; EKG to look for solutions
meeting Monday night, the 
topic was addressed by elected 
officials and members of  the 
Elgin Ko-ed Group.

Representing EKG at the 
meeting was Ted Baum who 
was later joined by Bethany 
and Bud Miller. Baum asked 
the council for a continuance 
so EKG members could get 
together and discuss the 

matter.
“A lot of  things blow around 

town that are not EKG-
related,” Baum said. He cited 
red dust which has made some 
streets dirty. “I wonder where 
that comes from?” he said. “I 
understand there’s a problem 
there (with sand), there’s been 
zero snow cover on the lot 
where the bullarama has been 
held and is owned by Central 
Valley Ag. “When there was 
a building there (across from 
the post office) there was never 
any problem.

Mayor Mike Schmitt and 
council members agreed 
weather conditions have 
not helped this year. They 
acknowledged past efforts 

where sand has been removed 
after the bullarama, but 
removing all of  it is difficult in 
that there is rock issues.

The location, Baum said, has 
worked well in past years as it 
is adjacent to the back of  the 

bar Boomerang’s which has 
helped with the event.

Councilman Duane Miller 
said complaints about the sand 
have come from the post office 
and the funeral home which 
would be in the direct path of  

blowing sand when the wind 
is out of  the north. Bethany 
Miller said EKG will get to 
work on it and will work with 
City Hall to address the matter.

“We’ll work on it,” Bethany 
said.

The Pope John National 
Honor Society held its induc-
tion ceremony during the 
mass at St. Boniface Church 

PJCC inducts five into National Honor Society
on Tuesday, March 15th. 

The ceremony was con-
ducted by current members 
of  NHS. Linus Borer gave the 
introduction, Carter Beckman 
did the first reading, and Sky-
ler Meis read the petitions. 

Seniors and co-presidents 
Kaylee Ramold and Emma Ml-
narik inducted the new mem-
bers by lighting the candles 
and leading the pledge. 

Sponsor Amy Klein intro-
duced the new members and 
Principal Lisa Schumacher 
presented the students with 
their National Honor Society 
membership card and stole.

Mrs. Klein said Pope John 
High School has the unique 
opportunity to reflect our 
Christian values through the 
four pillars that represent the 
National Honor Society. We 
use glory to symbolize Scholar-
ship.  Students must give glory 
to God and use the talents He 
gave them.  

They must have a grade 
point average of  at least a 3.5 
to be considered for selection.

Faith is used to symbolize 
leadership. Students must be 

willing to lead in ways of  our 
faith in the classroom, on the 
court or field, in their par-
ishes, and outside of  school.  
They must be willing to hold 
fast to the truth and be willing 
to stand up for what is right 
and true when others fail.  

Grace is our symbol of  char-
acter. Students must represent 
witnesses to Christ outside of  
the school, in actions within 
school activities and they must 
have a strong integrity to up-
hold what is right.  

Finally, the word amen sym-
bolizes service.  Being willing 
to serve others is a statement 
of  “Yes Lord, I am willing to 
do your will.” Students must 
help when asked, volunteer 
when needed, and use their 
actions to speak as loud as 
words.  

New members of  the NHS 
are: Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne 
Charf, Brooklyn Meis, Elise 
Ruterbories and Emma Lea 
Ruterbories. 

Current members include 
Carter Beckman, Linus Borer, 
Skyler Meis, Emma Mlnarik 
and Kaylee Ramold. 

Newly inducted into the National Honor Society from PJCC were (l-r): Ellie Ruterbories, Emma Lea 
Ruterbories, Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne Charf and Brooklyn Meis. Story and photo submitted

Support our Merchants!
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Figueroa.
Clenter L. Williams Sr., 42, 

of  Minot, North Dakota, who 
was charged with a count of  
driving under suspension/be-
fore reinstated, did not appear. 
The defendant had previously 
provided a copy of  his license 
to the county attorney and paid 
a $149 to cover fine and costs. 
Taylor treated the actions as 
a no contest plea and found 
Williams guilty. She waived $1 
costs.

Tori A. Wooters, 26, of  Al-
bion, who had failed to appear 
in court Feb. 2 and Feb. 16, did 
not appear for a forfeiture of  
bond hearing. 

Taylor ordered bond be for-
feited and a warrant that had 
been issued Feb. 17, but held by 
the court, be sent to the county 
sheriff  to be served. 

The warrant includes a new 
bond of  $10,000, 10% cash. 
Wooters is charged with five 
counts alleged Jan. 19, pos-
session of  methamphetamine 
and tampering with physical 
evidence, Class 4 felonies; 
driving under the influence of  
drugs and refusal to submit to 
a chemical test, Class W mis-
demeanors; and possession of  
drug paraphernalia, an infrac-
tion. 

She was arrested Jan. 19, 
southeast of  Neligh on High-
way 275, by a Nebraska State 
Patrol officer after called-in 
reports and his observance of  
erratic driving. She was re-
leased on 10% of  a $1,500 bond 
Jan. 22. 

Michael D. Fox, 36, of  Or-
chard failed to appear on a 
charge of  littering, first of-
fense, a Class 3 misdemeanor 
alleged Dec. 19, east of  Bruns-
wick on Highway 20. Taylor 
ruled the county attorney may 
file motion, affidavit and order 
for an arrest warrant. The 
judge noted the defendant had 
requested a trial on the charge 
that is waiverable.

Pretrial hearing for Kaleb A. 
Williams, 29, of  Elgin was con-
tinued to March 16, on a Class 
2 misdemeanor, no proof  of  
financial responsibility, alleged 
Dec. 18, 2021. He is represented 
by Figueroa.

Korbyn L. Freeman, 22, of  
Norfolk pleaded guilty, by waiv-
er, to a Class 2 misdemeanor, 
fail to show permit. Freeman 
was fined $150 and $49 costs. He 
also filed copy of  a 2021 deer 
permit. Freeman was cited 
north of  Tilden by a Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
officer Nov. 19, 2021

Raymond F. Poli, 45, of  
Neligh was granted continu-
ance, until April 6 for arraign-
ment on a Class 3 misdemeanor 
charge of  no operator’s license, 
alleged Jan. 21, in Neligh. 
Abler said Poli “was working 
to get his license back.”

From Page Eight
Truant
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SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

EPPJ shows
they belong

Sitting here, with the state 
basketball tournament games 
on the TV in the background, 
one thought keeps dancing 
around in my mind ... “Damn, 
we were a good team!”

The Wolfpack boys were one 
and done in Lincoln last week, 
but for a few bad breaks, could 
easily have played three games 
in the Star City

I’ve been to more basketball 
games than I can remember 
over the course of  40 years as 
a writer/photographer. From 
my vantage point, what I saw 
in Lincoln was the culmination 
of  three years of  growth, three 
years of  laying the foundation 
which has the Wolfpack in 
Lincoln this year and likely for 
the next several years to come.

In Coach Michael Becker’s 
sixth season at the helm, he’s 
laid the foundation for success 
to the degree which hasn’t 
existed with the Wolfpack 
since the co-op began.

NU Coach Tom Osborne 
once said, when asked why he 
couldn’t beat Oklahoma in the 
1970s, the answer was better 
players.

Becker’s development of  
talent has amazed me. I’m 
going to focus the rest of  my 
thoughts on the last three 
years. When Colton Wright, 
then a sophomore, was joined 
by freshmen Jack Wemhoff  
and 
Paiton 
Hoefer 
in the 
starting 
lineup, 
many of  
us sat 
back and 
watched, 
believing 
there was 
a good 
chance 
these 
boys 
could 
some day 
get to 
Lincoln. 
Three 
years 
ago they 
finished with a 10-13 record 
with a loss in the sub-district 
final. 

Then, last year more pieces 
fell into the place as the team 
improved to 13-13 with a loss in 
the district finals.

This year everything came 
together with a 21-6 record and 
a spot in the state tournament.

A sign of  a great team is 
how deep the bench is. Eight, 
sometimes nine players saw 
action in games, not in the 
last moments but when the 
outcome of  the game was still 
in doubt.

And think about this, just 
one player (Wright) will 
graduate. That means virtually 
the whole team comes back. 
I’ll admit finding someone who 
can play the post as well as 
Wright did will be hard to find. 
The slender big man, I believe, 
was the main cog to this team. 
Without his consistent play 
inside and outside, I’m not sure 
we would have made it to state. 

While at the game, I saw 
my favorite high school coach 
Larry Pritchett in the stands.
He’s the coach of  the Grant 
Plainsmen who dominated 
their class back in the 80s and 
90s. Pritch knew a thing or 
two about how to mold a team. 
When loaded with talent, they 
would average 70-80 points per 
game. And, when they didn’t 
have a lot of  talent, they would 
play out-of-this world defense, 
winning games by holding 
opponents to less than 40 
points per game. 

I asked him at halftime what 
he thought of  EPPJ v. Burwell. 
He said he saw two evenly-
matched teams.

On Monday it was the 
Longhorns day, but it could 
easily be our week next year. 

Go Pack!
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EPPJ Lady Wolfpack Players Totals
# Name Points Total FG % 2pt FG % 3pt FG % Free Throws % Reb(O-D)DB PF(T-F) T Ast Blk Stl Def Custo Eff Min

10gp

0gs

1 Emma Lea Ruterbo 0 0/1 0 0/0 0 0/1 0 0/0 0 7 (3-4) 3 3 2 0 3 1 0 8 19:23
16gp

0gs

2 Ruterbories Ellie 18 8/17 47.1 8/17 47.1 0/0 0 2/7 28.6 28 (11-17) 9 6 4 2 7 0 0 39 1:10:45
24gp

24gs

3 Taylynne Charf 217 65/161 40.4 41/79 51.9 24/82 29.3 63/104 60.6 96 (24-72) 27 63 38 2 64 13 0 217 9:0:50
24gp

24gs

4 Ashlynne Charf 325 118/205 57.6 117/202 57.9 1/3 33.3 88/127 69.3 274 (74-200) 74 72 49 69 86 40 0 605 7:38:38
14gp

0gs

5 Baylee Busteed 6 2/21 9.5 2/9 22.2 0/12 0 2/8 25.0 6 (3-3) 1 9 8 0 7 2 0 -7 47:36
21gp

20gs

10 Skyler Meis 177 66/170 38.8 61/149 40.9 5/21 23.8 40/64 62.5 87 (43-44) 42 61 48 5 50 7 0 178 7:3:23
14gp

3gs

11 Brenna Martinsen 48 20/85 23.5 17/61 27.9 3/24 12.5 5/14 35.7 46 (25-21) 22 33 13 0 31 9 0 31 3:12:01
23gp

23gs

12 Kaylee Ramold 77 28/99 28.3 21/70 30.0 7/29 24.1 14/28 50.0 82 (30-52) 41 60 56 9 53 25 0 132 7:54:42
9gp

0gs

13 Callie Heithoff 12 5/14 35.7 4/10 40.0 1/4 25.0 1/2 50.0 5 (2-3) 1 2 1 1 4 0 0 11 25:00
24gp

24gs

21 Keyera Eisenhauer 323 109/246 44.3 47/96 49.0 62/150 41.3 43/58 74.1 51 (16-35) 42 67 52 4 39 9 0 250 8:36:57
23gp

2gs

22 Maddie Kolm 57 23/51 45.1 22/49 44.9 1/2 50.0 10/22 45.5 62 (32-30) 22 52 9 0 16 1 0 52 3:22:26
6gp

0gs

23 Trissa Russell 8 3/7 42.9 2/4 50.0 1/3 33.3 1/4 25.0 3 (1-2) 1 3 1 0 3 1 0 5 9:22
14gp

0gs

25 Kate Furstenau 15 7/22 31.8 6/16 37.5 1/6 16.7 0/2 0 8 (4-4) 1 5 1 0 4 2 0 6 29:51
22gp

0gs

32 Sara Bode 60 17/54 31.5 11/37 29.7 6/17 35.3 20/27 74.1 52 (19-33) 26 14 7 5 24 7 0 90 2:59:56
Total  1343 471/1159 40.6 359/804 44.7 112/355 31.5 289/467 61.9 811 (289-522) 316 460 290 97 392 117 0 1607 12:48:00

EPPJ Lady Wolfpack Players Averages
# Name Points Total FG % 2pt FG % 3pt FG % Free Throws % Reb(O-D)DB PF(T-F) T Ast Blk Stl Def Custo Eff Min
1 Emma Lea Ruterbo 0 0/0.1 0 0/0 0 0/0.1 0 0/0 0 0.7 (0.3-0.4) 0.3 0.3 0.2 0 0.3 0.1 0 0.8 1:56
2 Ruterbories Ellie 1.1 0.5/1.1 45.5 0.5/1.1 45.5 0/0 0 0.1/0.4 25.0 1.8 (0.7-1.1) 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.4 0 0 2.3 4:25
3 Taylynne Charf 9 2.7/6.7 40.3 1.7/3.3 51.5 1/3.4 29.4 2.6/4.3 60.5 4.0 (1-3) 1.1 2.6 1.6 0.1 2.7 0.5 0 9.1 22:32
4 Ashlynne Charf 13.5 4.9/8.5 57.6 4.9/8.4 58.3 0/0.1 0 3.7/5.3 69.8 11.4 (3.1-8.3) 3.1 3 2 2.9 3.6 1.7 0 25.2 19:06
5 Baylee Busteed 0.4 0.1/1.5 6.7 0.1/0.6 16.7 0/0.9 0 0.1/0.6 16.7 0.4 (0.2-0.2) 0.1 0.6 0.6 0 0.5 0.1 0 -0.6 3:24

10 Skyler Meis 8.4 3.1/8.1 38.3 2.9/7.1 40.8 0.2/1 20.0 1.9/3 63.3 4.1 (2-2.1) 2 2.9 2.3 0.2 2.4 0.3 0 8.4 20:09
11 Brenna Martinsen 3.4 1.4/6.1 23 1.2/4.4 27.3 0.2/1.7 11.8 0.4/1 40.0 3.3 (1.8-1.5) 1.6 2.4 0.9 0 2.2 0.6 0 2.1 13:42
12 Kaylee Ramold 3.3 1.2/4.3 27.9 0.9/3 30.0 0.3/1.3 23.1 0.6/1.2 50.0 3.6 (1.3-2.3) 1.8 2.6 2.4 0.4 2.3 1.1 0 5.7 20:38
13 Callie Heithoff 1.3 0.5/1.5 33.3 0.4/1.1 36.4 0.1/0.4 25.0 0.1/0.2 50.0 0.5 (0.2-0.3) 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0 0 1.1 2:46
21 Keyera Eisenhauer 13.5 4.6/10.2 45.1 2/4 50.0 2.6/6.2 41.9 1.8/2.4 75.0 2.2 (0.7-1.5) 1.8 2.8 2.2 0.2 1.6 0.4 0 10.7 21:32
22 Maddie Kolm 2.5 1/2.2 45.5 1/2.1 47.6 0/0.1 0 0.4/1 40.0 2.7 (1.4-1.3) 1 2.3 0.4 0 0.7 0 0 2.2 8:48
23 Trissa Russell 1.3 0.5/1.2 41.7 0.3/0.7 42.9 0.2/0.5 40.0 0.2/0.7 28.6 0.5 (0.2-0.3) 0.2 0.5 0.2 0 0.5 0.2 0 0.8 1:33
25 Kate Furstenau 1.1 0.5/1.5 33.3 0.4/1.1 36.4 0.1/0.4 25.0 0/0.1 0 0.6 (0.3-0.3) 0.1 0.4 0.1 0 0.3 0.1 0 0.6 2:07
32 Sara Bode 2.7 0.8/2.5 32 0.5/1.7 29.4 0.3/0.8 37.5 0.9/1.2 75.0 2.4 (0.9-1.5) 1.2 0.6 0.3 0.2 1.1 0.3 0 4.1 8:10

Total  56 19.7/48.3 40.8 15/33.5 44.8 4.7/14.8 31.8 12/19.5 61.5 33.8 (12-21.8) 13.2 19.2 12.1 4 16.3 4.9 0 66.9 32:00

ELGIN — Wolfpack girls bas-
ketball fans have to acknowl-
edge — we’ve got it pretty good 
here. The 2021-22 season is in 
the books and once again the 

EPPJ girls finish basketball season with 17-7 mark
Junior Ashlynne Charf averaged a double-double over 24 games

Wolfpack team had an excep-
tional year.

Yes, the season came to an 
end sooner than any of  us 
expected, but what a great year 

it was. Under the tutelage of  
Randy Eisenhauer and Trent 
Ostransky, the Wolfpack com-
piled a 17-7 record.

Of  the seven losses, all but 
one came to teams who ad-
vanced to the NSAA’s Girls 

State Basketball 
Tournament (St. 
Mary’s, Elkhorn 
Valley, North 
Central, BDS 
and Humphrey/
Lindsay Holy 
Family - 2).

Two sopho-
mores led the 
way in scor-
ing during the 
season. Ash-
lynne Charf  
and Keyera 

Eisenhauer each averaged 13.5 
points per game. Charf, who led 
the team in shooting percent-
age at 58 percent, scored 325 
points during the season while 
Eisenhauer, who led in three-
point shooting percentage at 42 
percent, tossed in 323 points. 
Juniors Taylynne Charf  and 
Skyler Meis 
followed closed 
behind. Charf  
averaged nine 
points per game 
while Meis 
tossed in eight 
points per game.

Ashlynne 
Charf  pulled 
down 274 
rebounds to 
lead the team, 
averaging 11.4 
rebounds per 
game. She averaged a double-
double during the season, a 
rare feat.

As a team, the Wolfpack 
averaged over 16 steals per 
game during the season. Again, 
Ashlynne Charf  led the team 

with 3.6 steals 
per game. Meis 
was second with 
2.4 steals per 
game.

Another 
statistic used 
to measure 
success is as-
sists. During 
the season the 
Wolfpack aver-
aged 2.1 assists 
per game. The 
best passer 

on the team? That was senior 
Kaylee Ramold who dished out 
56 assists during the season, an 
average of  2.4 per game which 
was tops on the team.
Team statistics

Skyler
Meis

Taylynne
Charf

The Wolfpack, over the 
course of  the season, aver-
aged 56 points per game. The 
team connected on 41 percent 
of  their two-point shots and 

almost 32 percent of  their 
three-point shots.

The team pulled down an 
average of  34 rebounds per 
contest. 

District #18 votes to add boys/girls cross country
On a rare Monday night meeting of  

the District #18 Board of  Education, 
consideration was given to adding a new 
varsity sport for Wolfpack athletes to 
excel in. Pending approval by the Pope 
John School Board, this fall Wolfpack 
athletes will now have the opportunity 
to compete in cross country.

“It’s a good opportunity,” board 
member Todd Heithoff  said, for athletes 
who choose not to compete in football or 
volleyball. The board approved it on a 
6-0 vote.

Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
said athletes can compete in nine 
meets during the regular season before 
attempting to qualify for state at the 
district meet.

The only expense, he said, would 

be a coach’s salary and entry fees. 
There would be no need to purchase 
uniforms, Principal Greg Wemhoff  
said, as they would wear Wolfpack 
track uniforms when they would 
compete.

For both boys and girls, cross 
country is held in the fall, culminating 
in October with the NSAA-sanctioned 
state championships held in Kearney. 
There are just four classes (A-D).

A recent survey of  students who will 
be in junior high or high school next 
year showed 12 would be interested 
in the sport. Among the NVC schools 
with cross country programs are 
Neligh-Oakdale, CWC, Stuart, West 
Holt, Elkhorn Valley, North Central, 
Niobrara-Verdigre and Summerland.

Teaching positions
The board, having earlier this 

year accepted resignations from Rita 
Heithoff  and Logan Douglas, moved 
quickly to fill the positions.

With Heithoff  accepting an early 
retirement package from the school 
district, the board approved the hiring 
of  Briley Eischeid to teach art classes. 
Mrs. Eischeid comes to District #18 
from Elkhorn Valley Public School in 
Tilden and has four years of  teaching 
experience.

Filling the open position of  special 
education instructor held previously 
by Douglas was Gabrielle Williams. 
She currently teaches at a middle 
school in Columbus. She and her 
husband are originally from Syracuse.

School administrators are not done 
finding new teachers. As part of  
Monday night’s meeting, the board 
accepted the resignation of  business/
technology coordinator Krista Kravig 
after one year at EPS. 

Brockhaus told the board two 
teachers have expressed interest in the 
position.

In other board action:
Bus trip — The board approved school 

transportation for the Elgin Music 
Boosters to attend a performance of  
“Wicked” at the Orpheum Theater in 
Omaha on Sunday, May 15.

Contracts — As is the case in March 
every year, the school district formally 
offers teacher contracts for the 2022-2023 
school year. 

‘Miss Inside’ Ashlynne Charf led the Wolfpack in field goal percent-
age making 57.6 percent of her shots during a season where the 
team won 17 games. E-R photo/DMorgan

‘Miss Outside’ Keyera Eisenhauer led the Wolfpack in three-point 
field goal percentage making 42 percent. She tied for leading scorer, 
averaging 13.5 points per game. E-R photo/DMorgan

Kaylee
Ramold

Emma Lea Ruterbories


