
Good luck to the EHS & PJCC 
SPEECH TEAMS at State Speech!

$1$1

The high temperature last 
week was 44 degrees recorded 
on March 11. The low was xxx 
degrees on March 16. 

Altogether, 0.35 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. Following are the 
high and low temperatures, 
and precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 6 35 22  
March 7 30 22  
March 8 30 24  .09
March 9 34 22  .12
March 10 31 23  .14  
March 11 44 20   
March 12 27 16   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.35
Total for March .............. .. 0.35
Total for 2023 ..................... 2.85

In Brief

Weather

TheThe

Sign-up for the Summer Ball 
Program in Elgin will take 
place on Wednesday evening, 
March 22.

It will be held from 4 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall in 
Elgin.

Organizer Kim Fangman 
said parents should bring 
their child’s registration 
form(s) and registration fee 
to signup. Anyone having 
questions should call Kim at 
(402) 843-0152.

Elgin ReElgin Reviewview  
Volume 140, Number 25  Wednesday, March 15, 2023    ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 68636     USPS Number 172-820       1 Section, 12 Pages

Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper include:
Notice to Bidders (3) — An-

telope County
Proceedings — Elgin City 

Council
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Commissioners
Notice of  Organization — 

Moser Organics LLC
Notice of  Organization — 3 

A CATTLE LLC
The Elgin Review is the 

official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

See STARMAN, Page 12

St. Boniface
Spring Benefit
Auction nears

Saturday night, March 
18, will be the annual St. 
Boniface Spring Benefit 
Auction.

To be held at the Elgin 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 
doors will open at 5 p.m. The 
bar will open at that time 
and the kitchen will be open. 
As has been the case in past 
years, the food will consist 
of sloppy joes, chips and 
cookies/bars - all for a free 
will offering.

The first item bid at the 
auction will be taken at 5:30 
p.m. 

There will be food & 
dining items to be auctioned 
as well as collectibles, events 
& services, home & gift 
items, ag-related, along with 
tools & shop items auctioned 
off to the highest bidder.

Another highlight of the 
evening will be a gun raffle 
for a RugerTM American 
Ranch Bolt-Action Rifle.

A complete sale bill can be 
found at cppnebraska.org.

Auction services are being 
donated by Baum Auctions 
Inc., Ted Baum & Associates.

All proceeds go to St. 
Boniface Catholic Church in 
Elgin.

The St. Pat’s Bash fund-
raiser at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Church in 
Tilden will be held Sunday, 
March 19 from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m. in the parish hall, 300 
E. 2nd St. On the menu are 
soups, sandwiches, desserts 
and beverages for a free will 
donation. There will be an 
ongoing bake sale, a variety 
of games and raffles. Raffles 
begin at 2 p.m., and you need 
not be present to win.

St. Pat’s Bash
at Tilden to be
held Sunday

Editor’s Note: This continues a series 
of monthly articles celebrating pride in 
our town and its surroundings shown 
through the experience of residents and 
organizations. 
By Jane Schuchardt
Special to the Elgin Review 

When it comes to Elgin businessman 
John Starman, it’s all about seed. 

There are stacks and stacks of corn, 
soybean, and alfalfa seed bags and bins 
awaiting spring planting in his ware-
house tucked away just west of Beck-
man Lumber. As a Catholic deacon, he 
also plants the seed of faith and, as a 
husband, dad, and grandfather, it’s ob-
vious that sowing seeds of family love 
is a priority. 

An Elgin native and 1980 graduate 
of Pope John Catholic High School, his 
welcoming office is well appointed with 
his priorities. A family photo features 
his he and his wife of 32 years, Kelly, 
one daughter and three sons. They have 
four grands, two of each gender, and 
another two expected come June. 

Then one notices a wall of awards 
from Pioneer Hi-Bred International, 
Inc., a U.S-based agriculture seed 
company for which Starman is a dealer. 
With the exception of 2010, the plaques 
laud Starman in 2008 through 2022 for 
sales growth and dollar volume sold. 

Above work and family symbols, is 
a cross, a visible symbol of his strong 

Christian ground-
ing. Another trea-
sure prominently 
displayed is his 
Certificate of 
Catholic Theology 
from the Univer-

sity of Notre Dame Satellite Theological 
Education Program in 2017. 

Deacon Starman, ordained a decade 
ago, explained he was called in the late 
1990s and just wasn’t ready. Then there 
were signs, such as “an African Ameri-
can woman (at a church conference) 
asking me if I was a pastor,” he said. 
“When I asked why, she said ‘because 
you have so much peace about you’.” 

Evidently, that peace flows into his 
work life. “Sometimes conversations 
start up as business and do not end up 
that way,” Starman said as leaned back 
in his desk chair thinking of his client 
base of 100-plus growers in southern 
Antelope and eastern Wheeler coun-
ties. A 1984 graduate of Kearney State 
College, now University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, Starman holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in ag business. 

Before starting up the Elgin business 
in 1996, Starman lived in Albion and 
worked as an agronomist and office 
manager for Coash, Inc., a fertilizer and 
chemical retailer bought out by Helena, 
Inc. Kelly and he moved to Petersburg 
when they married in 1990 and have 
lived there ever since. 

About starting up Starman Seed Ser-
vice, Inc., “my wife may have looked at 
me cross-eyed a bit though she trusted 
I knew what I was doing.” To put this 
comment into perspective, at the time 
the couple had three young children 
and he was moving from a salaried job 
with benefits to a commission-based ar-
rangement with no health insurance. “I 
was ready for something different, and 
the timing was good,” he added. 

And more about Kelly, originally 
from Pierce and Starman Seed co-own-
er, “my wife asked me out,” he shared 
with a gleam in my eye. “Otherwise, 

By Tessa Hain
Extension Educator

4-H is a family affair, where family is 
learning together side by side creating 
so many wonderful memories together. 
Through 4-H, youth ages 5-18 years old 
are learning leadership, citizenship, and 
life skills. 4-H empowers youth to reach 
their full potential working and learn-
ing in partnership with community 
members. 4-H is education for life that 
uses a learn-by-doing approach.

Come join us on Sunday, March 19 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the fairgrounds 
in Neligh for a 4-H Open House! There 
will be a variety of activities through 
the afternoon and current 4-H members 
will be showcasing over 25 different 4-H 
projects. Several different kind of ani-

mals will be present at the open house to 
learn more about how to get involved in 
showing. 

Another highlight of the afternoon 
will be a shooting sports demonstration 
performed by the archery club. A couple 
of 4-H Clubs will be there to promote 
membership. For the younger kids, 
there will be temporary tattoos, stick-
ers, and a couple of activities to keep 
them busy. Also, there will be an enroll-
ment station where families can enroll 
or re-enroll in 4-H right there with the 
help of volunteers.

4-H is an educational program that 
helps young people develop new skills, 
explore possible career choices, and 
serve their communities.  Youth be-
tween the ages of 8 and 18 on January 1 

of the current year may join 4-H.  
The Clover Kid program is for chil-

dren age 5-7 as of January 1 and features 
educational projects and activities that 
are non-competitive.  Youth may join 
a club in their area or may be an inde-
pendent member.  For help in finding a 
local club, please contact Nebraska Ex-
tension-Antelope County. Plan to attend 
the open house if you are interested 
in joining 4-H as a youth member or a 
leader!  

Enroll in Antelope County 4-H by 
April 1 to get all the details on how to 
participate in the county fair! 

Call Nebraska Extension-Antelope 
County and get enrollment information 
today or go online to https://go.unl.edu/
pwgu.

4-H Open House to be held Sunday at Neligh Summer ball
program signup
to be March 22
at Elgin fire hall

I’d be the guy in my parents’ basement 
eating mac and cheese. She’s my one 
and only!” 

As deacon, Starman is anchored out 
of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Petersburg and assigned to six area 
parishes. He studied four years for this 
lifelong commitment, the first year be-
ing joined by Kelly, a requirement when 
married, and engaged in a five-day 
silent retreat before ordination learn-
ing “what He wanted me to do,” he said 
prayerfully. 

A melanoma survivor, a rare form 
near his left eye, Starman recounted 
several incidents some might call a 
‘God moment’. Knowing he had to get 
up for a medical appointment, he did 
the unusual -- set the alarm on his cell 
phone and put it bedside. At 11:00 pm 
the phone rang with a family was in 
need. “Why tonight would I take the 
cell phone in my bedroom?” he ques-
tioned. “I don’t believe in coincidences.” 

At 60, he is beginning to transition 
the business to his son Peter, who also 
lives with his family in Petersburg. “I 
can see a light at the end of the tunnel,” 
Starman said, who hopes to not be do-
ing “much of this” at 70. 

Right now, though, with his son and 
revered associate sales representative 
of 20 years, Brandon Neilsen, Elgin, it’s 
a year-round commitment. In March 
the seed tenders and other equipment 
are readied. In April/May/June soy-
beans are treated, seed goes out the 
door, and test plots are finalized. 

In the summer, he runs an agronomy 
consulting business providing fre-
quent updates on growing conditions. 
In August, all is readied for harvest 
and plans begin for 2024 by looking at 
potential yields of current varieties, 
disease pressure, and harvestability. 
September/October is harvest and yield 
mapping to see if planning delivered 
as expected. In October, seed for next 
year starts arriving. Winter months 
are used for planning, consulting, and 

Several weeks ago, School District 
#18 received a resignation letter from 
elementary instructor Crystal Borer.

It appears that they may have found 
her replacement.

The school board will meet on 
Wednesday night, March 15 (tonight) to 
formally accept the resignation of Mrs. 
Borer who is currently teaching fifth 
grade. Her resignation would coincide 
with the end of the 2022/2023 school 
year.

On the agenda for that night’s 
meeting, the board is expected to 
approve teaching contracts for two new 
teachers - Melissa Buller (of Neligh) and 
Tabetha Jurgens-Frank (Summerland). 

Buller will fill Borer’s position 
while Jurgens-Frank will assume the 
position previously held by Sue Vanis 
who announced her retirement last 
month.

On another matter involving 
teachers, the board is expected to 
approve offering teacher contracts for 
the upcoming school year.

Aside from personnel matters, 
the school board will approve a 
school calendar for the 2023/2024 
school year. At last month’s meeting, 
Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
proposed a tentative calendar which 
would have the upcoming school year 
start one week later than previousl 
years. The only other item on the 
action agenda is to approve upcoming 
technology purchases. Also, the board 
will discuss Hudl cameras.

The regular meeting is scheduled 
to begin at 7:30 p.m. There will be a 
public hearing for the Americanism 
committee which will begin at 7 p.m.

Wednesday night’s meeting will be 
held in the distance learning room.

School board to hire two new teachers

Seeds as far as the eye can see are ready 
for spring planting at John Starman’s busi-
ness in Elgin. E-R photo/JSchuchardt

Deacon John Starman finds
trust to be abundant here

Catching snowflakes was easy to do Thursday morning, as Sandi Henn can at-
test, as two inches of wet snow fell around Elgin. Whether it’s the last measurable 
snowfall of the season remains to be seen as it’s only the midway point of March. 
E-R photo/LMorgan

Big snowflakes blanketed Elgin last week

Norma Koinzan was one of close to 100 ladies attending Sunday’s Tablescape Tea 
Party at the community center. For more photos of the event, please turn to Page 12. 
E-R photo/LMorgan

Tea Party attracts many Sunday
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By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Three defendants waived 
their rights to preliminary 
hearings when they faced the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in 
the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh last Wednes-
day, March 1, on felony charg-
es. Taylor bound the cases 
over to the Antelope County 
district court, where they are 
set for arraignment March 29.

Reva J. Talton, 44, Antelope 
County Jail, is charged with 
a Class 4 felony, possession of 
methamphetamine, alleged 
Feb. 14, in Oakdale. Bond 
is continued in the amount 
of $7,500, 10% cash. Talton 
was remanded back to the 
Antelope County sheriff Bob 
Moore’s custody, pending post-
ing of bond. Talton is repre-
sented by Antelope County 
public defender Pat Carney of 
Norfolk.

 Sarah J. Ward, 46, of Oak-
dale is charged with posses-
sion of meth, alleged Jan. 
4. Bond, in the amount of 
$20,000, 10%, posted Jan 10, is 
continued. Ward is represent-
ed by Carney.

Matthew P. Williams, 51, 

Three felony 
cases bound over 
to District Court

By Sherry Tetschner
The Elgin Community 

Center hosted  a “Tablescape 
Tea Party“ on Sunday, March 
12. The event, which began at 
2 p.m., was a fundraiser for 
needed facility improvements,  
was a success and thoroughly 
enjoyed by those who attend-
ed.  

My mom, Lois Schrunk, was 
a table hostess and invited six 
guests to sit at her table. Those 
guests were Gwen Peters, Bev 
Becker, Pam Meis, Shirley 
Meis, Ramona Thieman and 
myself. The table was set with 
Lois’s wedding dishes which 
were Sears-Roebuck-Harmony 
House Porcelain China. Table 
decorations included cher-
ished items from Ellis and 

Bartlett NewsBartlett News
Lois’s wedding October 11, 
1953, nearly 70 years ago.  This 
included a wedding announce-
ment, wedding photo, wedding 
cake topper and wax roses 
made by Lois’s sister Bonnie as 
wedding cake decorations.  

Every table was beautiful 
and unique. Table hostesses 
were given the opportunity to 
stand up and give a descrip-
tion of their place setting, how 
or where they obtained them 
and why they meant so much 
to them. This added a very per-
sonal touch to the afternoon.  

Guest speaker Shirley Meis 
told the story of her daughter’s 
February 18 wedding in 1984 
and as luck would have it a 22 
inch snow that same weekend. 
The wedding did happen with 
much stress, adventure and a 
special miracle, and yes her 
daughter is still married. If 
you see Shirley, maybe she will 
retell the story. 

A delicious luncheon of 
chicken salad, broccoli salad, 
desserts was enjoyed by all 
those attending.  

Janna Schrunk, manager of 
the Community Center, did an 
excellent job putting on this 
event with the help of many. 
Janna has worked hard to 
make the ‘Center’ a welcoming 
place for the community.

See NEWS, Page  Three

Lois Schrunk was one of the table hostesses Sunday at the Ta-
blescape Tea Party held at the Elgin Community Center. E-R photo/
LMorgan
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Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
March 14, 1963

Postmaster Geo. Ponton 
received notification Friday 
that Leland Pierce had been 
appointed rural mail carrier 
out of Elgin on Route Two.

Julie Benda has been 
selected by American Legion 
Post #229 Auxiliary to 
represent Elgin at Cornhusker 
Girls State in June. Judy 
Zegers was named the 
alternate.

According to present plans 
of the Chicago and North 
Western Railway Company, 
Elgin is slated to retain their 
depot as part of a plan to 
establish central agencies.

Shirlee Kay Bergstrom 
became the bride of Gene 
Alloway of Burwell on March 
9, 1963. The double ring 
ceremony was performed at 
the Elgin Presbyterian Church 
with Rev. Lee Hicks.

Superintendent James M. 
Christensen submitted his 
resignation at the monthly 
meeting of the District #18 
Board of Education.

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Ridder 
attended the Lumberman’s 
Convention in Omaha last 
week.   
Fifty Years Ago
March 15, 1973 

Raymond Elston of Windon, 

county’s agricultural land has 
increased by more than $3.2 
million from one year ago.

A fire Sunday evening 
destroyed a hog farm at the 
Rick Starman farm southeast 
of Elgin. Total damage was 
estimated at more than $15,000 
and about 200 head of feeder 
pigs were lost.

Final preparations are 
being made for this weekend’s 
presentation of the Pope John 
spring musical “Starmites.” 
Playing the lead characters 
are Pat Stuhr and Jared 
Kerkman and Kayla Zegers.

Ever notice how a trip to Elgin’s fabulous Dean’s Market 
can be a social event? Hadn’t seen co-owner Kim in a while, 
and she always graciously takes time to catch up. So here’s a 
smalltown fun story for you with a happy result.  

While talking, Kim is urgently interrupted by an employee 
holding a grocery basket with a man’s billfold inside. Kim 
takes it out of the basket and we both have a look to identify 
the owner. There it was – the driver’s license. Called the guy, 
who happens to be a dear friend, and offered to drop it off on 
the way home. 

Hubby Rick had already gone out to the truck with our 
groceries. Kim reminded me about the maraschino cherries 
needed to decorate a traditional King cake for a Mardi Gras 
gathering. 

Nary a cent on me. So Kim says, “Why don’t you borrow a 
couple of bucks from the billfold?” I did. Returned the bill-
fold. Paid him back. All is well. 

Now that’s what I’m talking about! Just love this small-
town living. 

A friend had a stroke and can’t talk much right now. Pray-
ing for a full recovery. Think about not being able to talk. 
Many of us use the verbal word from daybreak to sundown 
and more. There’s girl talk, guy talk, shop talk, small talk, 

heart-to-heart talk, and even talking to 
oneself. 

This Elgin farmhouse we live in was 
built in 1924, and the restored barn 
in 1903. Oh, if these walls could talk! 
Maybe one comment would be ‘all talk, 
no cattle’ meaning to have no action 
behind your words. If you can’t walk 
the walk, definitely don’t talk the talk. 

Some people are good at smooth-
talking, fast-talking, double-talking, 
or talking out of both sides of their 
mouth. Beware. 

Others, often the talk of the town (in 
a negative way), need a good talking to. 
Honestly, though, it would be like talk-
ing to a brick wall. 

Bosses always are more effective in 
the long haul if they talk softly and 
carry a big stick. This means to lead 
with compassion and understanding. 
The employee knows you have the 
power to hire and fire. 

Dirty talk is just not appropriate anytime, anywhere, 
especially as table talk. Neither is talking down to someone. 
Every human has worth. And talking behind one’s back just 
isn’t right. Talking back, often defiantly as you might get 
from a teenager pushing back against adult control, never 
was acceptable in my growing up years. 

If you’ve got a beef, how about talking it over? Let’s talk 
turkey is another way of saying this; just get down to the 
meat of the matter. Even so, sometimes the other puts the 
palm up to your face and says ‘talk to the hand’ meaning 
they’re not willing to listen. You can talk until you’re blue in 
the face with no result. 

Every so often, one needs a pep talk to feel better. Or a 
little sweet talk from a lover can brighten any day. Though, 
when someone talks over your head, it’s time to ask them to 
speak so you can understand. 

Amazingly, this is my 89th column. So now we’re talking. 
How I appreciate The Elgin Review for printing my ram-
blings. Talk with you again in a couple weeks. 

Comments? Send to jane.schuchardt@gmail.com.

Talk of the town

FISH FRY
Every Friday
(except Good Friday)

Starts 2/24/23
Serving 5:30-8 p.m.
Carry-Out Available

Petersburg Legion 334

Minn., is a new employee at 
the Bank of Elgin. He will 
work in all departments, 
according to Dick Draper.

A Billy Graham film will 
be shown at the 4-H building 
in Neligh on March 16-17. The 
showing is sponsored by the 
Burean Fundamental Church 
of Neligh.

Rain which started 
Saturday, continued through 
much of the night. It was 
hoped the “not so welcomed 
shower” would result in 
clearing weather and from 
appearances Sunday and 
Monday this may be true. 

Advertisement: The New 
Moon Theatre in Neligh will 
be showing, for four nights in 
a row, the x-rated movie “The 
Swingin’ Pussycats.” The 
amorous adventures of four 
little sex kittens … Perfect 
household pets.  
Thirty Years Ago
March 24, 1993

More Antelope County 
agricultural land is taxable 
as irrigated land for 1993, 
and total valuation of the 

Antelope County Jail, was bound over on two felony charges al-
leged June 21, 2022, in Neligh - use of a deadly weapon (firearm) 
to commit a felony, a Class 1C felony; and making terroristic 
threats, a Class 3A felony. A Class 1 misdemeanor count, third-
degree assault, alleged the same date, was dismissed by the 
prosecutor, without prejudice. 

Bond is continued in the amount of $50,000, 10%.  He was re-
manded to Moore’s custody, pending posting of bond. Williams 
is represented by Carney.

A warrant, issued for Williams’ arrest July 22, 2022, was 
served by Saunders County officers Feb. 2.

Court
From Page Two

Community 
Center Menus

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, March 20: 
Goulash, cornbread, corn, 
pears, milk.

Tuesday, March 21: 
Reuben sandwich, tator tots, 
pea salad, apricots, milk.

Wednesday, March 22: 
Fried chicken breast, 
mashed pottoes & gravy, 
green beans, peaches, milk.

Thursday, March 23: Liver 
& onions OR ham, baked 
potato, carrots, mandarin 
oranges, milk.

Friday, March 24: French 
toast, scrambled eggs, hash 
browns, sausage patties, 
tropical fruit, milk.

On Monday, March 20th, 
Nebraska State Senator Barry 
DeKay will visit The Willows 
Assisted Living in Neligh to 
meet with residents, staff, and 
administrators. 

According to a press release 
from his office, DeKay will 
learn more on the needs of 
long-term care and assisted 
living facilities.

Senator DeKay
coming to The
Willows Monday



 Volume 140, Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023 

Number 25
Published weekly on 

Wednesday at Elgin, NE 68636
Entered at the Elgin Post Office 

and Periodicals Postage 
Paid at Elgin, NE 68636

Telephone: (402) 843-5500
ER Publishing LLC

Dennis L. & Lynell M. Morgan
Publishers and Editors

 

President Joe Biden, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 
20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:
www.senate.gov

Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart 
Senate Office Bldg., Washington D.C. 
20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: 
(202) 228-1325.

Numbers Numbers To KnowTo Know About UsAbout Us
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Sen-

ate Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:
www.house.gov

Representative Adrian Smith: 503 
House Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 
20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. 
Fax: (202) 225-0207. E-mail: http:///
www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website
www.unicam.state.ne.us

Governor Jim Pillen: Executive 
Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: ((402) 471-2244.
Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Of-

fice of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 94863, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 
471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry 

DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: 
bdekay@leg.ne.gov.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
BY MAIL

Antelope, Boone, Wheeler counties 
(except Ewing and Tilden) $40
Elsewhere in NE $43
Out Of State $48

ATTENTION POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: 

The Elgin Review, PO Box 359, 
Elgin, NE 68636

Elgin Elgin 
 Re Reviewview

TheThe
Award 

Winning 
Newspaper

Online: www.elginreview.com 
Email: elginreview@yahoo.com

4 OpinionOpinion Wednesday, March 15, 2023 
The Elgin Review

Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Three proposals to cover the solution looking 
for a problem -- voter ID -- have proven to be about 
as confusing as the proponent’s explanation as to 
why the idea was necessary. After a lot of listen-
ing and a bunch of head scratching, I’m still not 
convinced.

The only thing I know for sure, in Sen. Steve 
Erdman’s world there would be no mail-in ballots. 
Tell that to the 11 Nebraska counties that hold 
mail-only elections right now. Better yet, convince 
my 85-year -old neighbors that it’s a good idea. 

I’ve been voting by mail since Covid and I am 
happy to say that in the 
50-plus years I have been 
voting, I’ve never felt more 
secure.

Voters approved an ini-
tiative petition in Novem-
ber and it was dumped on 
the Legislature’s doorstep 
to implement. There was a 
lot of grousing before the 
election that the measure 
didn’t give a clue about im-
plementation. Well, that’s 
the nature of the initiative 
petition. It’s a big trust me, 
so here we are.

Comments on three 
measures, two from Repub-
lican farmer Erdman and 
one from Gretna Democrat 
Jen Day, were heard for 
more than seven hours by 
the Legislature’s Govern-

ment, Military and Veteran’s Affairs committee. 
Yes, friends, they are all unnecessary. In a nut-
shell, Erdman’s LB228 would eliminate voting 
by mail except for military personnel and those 
living in nursing homes and assisted living facili-
ties. 

It would also establish primary and general 
election days as statewide holidays; stipulate 
that all ballots be counted at the precinct level on 
election day; and limit early voting to in-person at 
either a county election or county clerk’s office.

Erdman reasons that mail-in voting is ex-
pensive and doesn’t necessarily increase voter 
turnout. Requiring votes to be cast and counted 
at the precinct level on election day would ensure 
that ballots are secure and not in danger of being 
“messed with,” he said. His LB230 would define 
qualifying photographic identification for voting 
purposes. The bill also would limit the option of 
early voting to those who are “handicapped” or 
members of the armed forces or Nebraska Nation-
al Guard. It would also make it a criminal offense 
for an election official to fail to require a voter to 
show photo ID and would require an agent deliv-
ering a ballot to include a color photocopy of the 
registered voter’s qualifying photo ID. A quali-
fying ID would be one of the following: driver’s 
license or state issued ID, Nebraska voter ID, 
U.S. passport or tribal ID issued by a recognized 
Indian tribe. A qualifying photo ID could not be 
more than 60 days past its expiration date.

Voter ID proposals are anything but cut and dried

As a bonus, an American flag symbol would be 
placed on the front of each driver’s license or state 
ID card issued to individuals who have verified 
status as a U.S. citizen. “We have an opportunity 
to accomplish what the voters required us to do by 
their vote,” Erdman said. “It’s not our intent with 
this bill to [prevent] anyone from voting.”

Day’s LB675 is much broader and would require: 
the state to provide funding to the Nebraska sec-
retary of state’s office to ensure that all Nebraska 
polling places are ADA compliant; require the state 
Department of Motor Vehicles to expand hours and 
staffing beginning two months prior to the start of 
in-person voting; require the secretary of state to 
provide capacity at each election location to print 
qualifying ID on election day; provide additional 
locations where qualifying ID can be obtained for 
voting, including libraries and nonprofit organiza-
tion offices; and require increased election office 
staffing and training.

Throw in $1 million for a public awareness cam-
paign regarding new photo ID requirements and 
identify more than a dozen types of qualifying ID, 
including student ID cards, Social Security and 
Medicaid cards — even if expired. 

Day says the bill would address voting rights 

while protecting the marginalized. “Election in-
tegrity has two sides — protections and safeguards 
of the process, but also accessibility of the election 
itself. No election has integrity when an eligible 
voter is turned away.”

A woman from Washington County likes hand-
counted ballots. A guy from Crofton said voting on 
election day and hand counting would encourage 
civic engagement. A woman from Grand Island 
said expanded hours for DMV would be a plus. She 
named three counties where the DMV is only open 
one day a week. Douglas County election com-
missioner Brian Kruse said hand counting would 
require adding precincts and staff, all at additional 
cost. He said many precincts in Cherry County do 
not have a location for people to vote in person that 
is ADA compliant, and some have no physical loca-
tion other than a private home.

If something is worked out by the committee and 
reaches the floor for debate, depending on Senator 
Machaela Cavanaugh’s demeanor that day, it could 
be an interesting debate.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

The Legislature is now past day 
40 and is almost halfway through 
the current Legislative session. In 
floor debate, only a couple of bills 
have been discussed in depth. LB 753 
would adopt the Opportunity Schol-
arships Act and provide education 
scholarships to assist eligible stu-
dents to attend a qualified, nonprofit, 
private elementary or secondary 
school. Under the Act, individual and 
corporate taxpayers would qualify for 
a non-refundable tax credit equal to 
the amount the taxpayer contributed 
to a scholarship-granting organiza-
tion. No taxpayer may receive tax 
credits in an amount exceeding 50% 
of their state income tax liability. 
Eligible students are defined as those 
dealing with circumstances includ-
ing bullying, foster care, individual-
ized education plans, or coming from 
families with a household income 
of no more than 300 percent of the 
income indicated in the income 
eligibility guidelines for the Free and 
Reduced School Lunch Program. As 
introduced, the credits are initially 
capped annually at $25 million dol-
lars but would increase by 125% in 
each following calendar year if the 
amount granted exceeded 90% of the 

annual limit in 
the prior year. 
We had some 
good debate on 
the aspects of 
the bill itself, 
which I feel has 
been worth-
while. There 
were enough 
votes to end the 
filibuster, and 
LB 753 advanced 
to the second 
round of debate 
on a vote of 31 
to 12.

This week, 
I also learned 
that one of my 
bills, LB 765, 
was advanced 
from the Health 

and Human Services Committee on 
a unanimous 7-0 vote. This legisla-
tion would update language in the 
Statewide Trauma System Act and 
replace the Regional Trauma Advi-
sory Boards with regional trauma 
committees. I am pleased that this 
bill is now on General File and ready 
for debate. 

The Transportation and Telecom-
munications Committee heard testi-
mony on a bill intended to improve 
train safety in Nebraska. Under LB 31 
by Senator Jacobson, a train or light 
engine used in the transportation of 
freight would be required to operate 
with a crew of at least two individu-
als. The Public Service Commission 
would enforce the bill’s provisions. 
With derailments and accidents in 
the news recently, train personnel de-
tailed stories of how two-person train 
crews helped to save lives. While a 
rule is currently being considered by 
the Federal Railroad Administration 
to mandate two-man crews for most 
train operations, supporters of LB 31 
argued Nebraska should not wait for 
federal action. Opponents of the pro-
posal, largely consisting of railroads 

Three DeKay bills
heard in committee

See DeKAY, Page Five

This weekend, I had the 
opportunity to visit our 
southern border and see 
firsthand the chaos occur-
ring there. Our trip to the 
Rio Grande Valley reaf-
firmed that what is going 
on at our border is nothing 
short of a national security 
crisis. The Biden adminis-
tration’s reckless disregard 
for border security has 
turned every state — in-
cluding Nebraska — into a 
border state.

My Republican colleagues 
and I visited the border 

My time spent touring our southern border
because we want to fix this crisis. We spoke with 
many Border Patrol agents throughout the week-
end, who told us about the outrageous numbers of 
migrants they encounter each day — numbers that 
are only growing. Total encounters this fiscal year 
have already shot up to 770,175. Monthly encoun-
ters reached an all-time high in December: 251,487 
in just one month. Agents are doing admirable 
work to protect migrants, defend our national se-
curity, and stop criminals and traffickers in their 
tracks — but it’s all with little support from this 
presidential administration. 

We toured the Ursula Central Processing Center, 
a facility where illegal migrants are taken to be 
processed and temporarily housed prior to their 
release. Many of these people are forced to interact 
with “coyotes” and the cartels on their journeys to 

the border — interactions often linked to sex traf-
ficking and other horror stories. 

My colleagues and I joined the National Border 
Patrol Council (NBPC) for a night time patrol of 
illegal activity hot spots across the Rio Grande Val-
ley (RGV). We stopped at the McAllen pump house, 
a location with direct access to the Rio Grande 
River through the Jaime Zapata Memorial Boat 
Ramp, and viewed a frequently used illegal cross-
ing area on the river. We also joined a patrol of 
Anzalduas Park, an area that’s seen a recent spike 
in illegal crossings.

We traveled down the Rio Grande in boats to 
learn about the RGV Border Patrol Sector’s work 
ensuring safety and security on the river, and later 

See FISCHER, Page Five
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Viola Lucille Ann Ricker 
Smith Schannell passed away 
on Monday, March 6, 2023

She is survived by her belov-
ed husband, 
John.

*****
Viola was 

born on 
September 17, 
1925. She and 
John grew up 
together in 
Elgin, Ne-
braska and 
both attended 

Elgin Public High School 
(Class of 1943). They were high 
school sweethearts and con-
tinued dating for several years 
thereafter, following Viola’s 
move to California and while 

John served in the U.S. Navy 
during WWII. 

As happens, they went their 
separate ways. Viola met, 
loved, and married Clifford 
Smith who predeceased her af-
ter 30 years of marriage. After 
WWII, John attended college 
in Chicago, then met, loved, 
and married Phyllis Berezny 
who predeceased him after 31 
years of marriage.

After both being widowed 
for several years, Viola and 
John reconnected with the 
help of mutual friends, court-
ed, married, and remained 
devoted to one another for 32 
years. 

Viola leaves her three sons, 
Richard (Nancy), Jeffrey 
(Vicky), Roger (Summerkaye), 

and three daughters of her 
heart, Mary (Burt), Kathryn 
(Dale), and Karen (Michael).

In addition to her children, 
Viola doted on her 13 grand-
children: Kellen, Mike, Kris-
tian, Keith, Kalvin, SeanSky-
lar, Summer, Meggie, Tyler, 
Ellie, Karyn, Eric, Charlotte, 
several great-grandchildren 
and three great-great-grand-
daughter. 

She was always interested 
in what they were doing, loved 
them fiercely, and was so very 
proud of each and every one.

Just out of high school, Viola 
taught grades one through 
eight at a one-room school 
near Elgin, Nebraska. After 
moving to California, she 
worked for a government 

agency during WWII. 
During her sons’ school 

years, she was the president 
of the PTA, was always active 
and supportive in their aca-
demic pursuits, their years 
participating in sports, and 
created many fond memories 
of family camping trips explor-
ing the National Parks with 
her boys. She also worked at 
an area elementary school, at 
the Audio Digest company, and 
then as the executive secre-
tary at the Southern Califor-
nia Credit Union until her 
retirement. Her greatest “job” 
though, was as a wife, mother, 
and grandmother. 

Immediate family will hold a 
small gathering at a later date 
to honor Viola.

Viola Schannell, 97
A member of the EHS Class of 1943, she later taught at a one-room school near Elgin.

joined the Horse Patrol Unit to travel through the brush on the 
U.S. side of the river. The zone we patrolled is considered one 
of the busiest locations for human and drug trafficking in the 
whole RGV, and we saw trails used regularly to smuggle drugs 
and people into our country. 

We also toured a recently raided stash house in the city of 
Hidalgo. The scene was unsettling. I was especially troubled be-
cause this type of criminal activity is preventable — but Biden’s 
refusal to implement commonsense rules means that trafficking 
occurs unabated at our border.

During a roundtable conversation the same day, we spoke 
with the NBPC, the Texas Department of Public Safety, and 
several local landowners to hear about the challenges they face 
daily due to the policy chaos Biden’s caused at the border. I was 
disturbed by what I heard about border security difficulties, 
drug trafficking, migrant smuggling and deaths, and harm to 
private property.

My time at our southern border reinforced the concerns I 
had about the Biden administration’s failed border policies. 
Until the president and border czar Vice President Harris start 
actually enforcing our immigration laws, this situation will not 
improve.

It’s also critical that we in Congress demand practical so-
lutions to the inhumane activity overrunning our southern 
border.

This Congress, I introduced a resolution with Sen. Katie Britt 
(R-Ala.) acknowledging the crisis at the southern border, as well 
as the Keep Our Communities Safe Act, which would close the 
“catch-and-release” loophole allowing illegal immigrants to es-
cape into our country. Additionally, I helped introduce Sarah’s 
Law, sponsored by Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), to require mandato-
ry detention of illegal immigrants charged with violent crimes 
and better protect the public. I’ll continue urging my colleagues 
to join these bills and the president to sign them into law.

Maintaining our national security should not be a partisan 
goal — it should just be an American one. I’ll fight for border 
security and safety as long as I continue serving in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

From Page Four
Fischer

and the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said the 
issue is better handled through collective bargaining. The rail-
roads also cited improvements to safety with the introduction of 
technologies such as positive train control, which are systems 
designed to automatically stop a train before certain accidents 
related to human error occur. 

Senators and committees are continuing to designate prior-
ity legislation. The Government, Military, and Veterans Affairs 
Committee prioritized LB 535 which would provide a frame-
work for voter ID. Senator von Gillern prioritized LB 805 which 
would promote character development in the state educational 
system by providing certain youth organizations, such as the 
Boy Scouts of America, access to public schools. Senator Hughes 
prioritized LB 584 which would impose a tax on e-cigarettes and 
vaping devices in an effort to reduce usage; our fiscal office esti-
mates $1.3 to 1.5 million in tax revenue would come into the state 
from this tax. Meanwhile, Senator Blood introduced LR 1CA 
which would create a constitutional amendment to prohibit un-
funded mandates after 2024 on any political subdivision within 
the state unless that subdivision is fully reimbursed by the state 
for the increased level of service or a new program. The final 
day for senators and committees to prioritize bills is Tuesday, 
March 14.

I welcome your thoughts, comments and ideas. Feel free to call 
my office anytime to (402) 471-2801 or email me at bdekay@leg.
ne.gov. My mailing address is: Senator Barry DeKay, District 
#40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 68509. 

Funeral service for Allen 
F. Haines, 85, of Neligh will 
be held at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day, March 15, 2023 (today) 
at Stonacek Funeral Chapel 
in Norfolk. Reverend John 

Nelson will be 
officiating the 
service. Inter-
ment will 
take place at 
Prospect View 
Cemetery, 
rural Pierce. 
Visitation was 
held Tuesday 
night, March 
14, 2023 also at 

the funeral home in Norfolk. 
Allen passed away on 

Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 
his home in Neligh. Stonacek 
Funeral Chapel is in charge of 

Allen F. Haines, 85
A Winside native, he became an avid golfer recording 11 holes in one.

the arrangements.
*****

Allen was born on August 
28, 1937 in Winside, Nebraska 
to Fred and Verna (Spinden) 
Haines. He attended elementa-
ry schools in Winside, Wayne, 
and Norfolk before graduating 
from Norfolk High School in 
1956. Growing up his strong 
work ethic started at the age of 
10, where he was a golf caddy 
riding his bike to and from 
the golf course. At age 12 he 
started working in the pro-
duce department at Harmel’s 
grocery store in Norfolk and at 
age 16 he began working in the 
meat department. In December 
of 1959 he took a job as a meat 
cutter at German’s Market in 
Pierce. On December 29, 1957 
he married Shirlene Berger-

son in Yankton, South Dakota. 
In 1968 they moved to Neligh 
and he opened Al’s Thriftway, 
where he owned and operated 
his business until his retire-
ment in 1993. In his younger 
years Allen enjoyed fishing at 
Merritt Reservoir with his dad 
and friends. Golf became his 
passion and a huge part of his 
life. In his 85 years, he had 11 
holes in one and was an 8-time 
champion at the Sunland 
Village in Mesa, AZ. He loved 
spending time with his family.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter Debra (Dan) Baum of Elgin, 
significant other and special 
friend of 29 years Jan Judy 
of Neligh, granddaughters 
Carissa Helzer of Wakefield 
and Ashley (Ryan) Bergman of 
Orchard, great-grandchildren; 

Destiny and Tristian Helzer 
of Wakefield, and Braelyn, 
Makenna, Brantley and 
Huxton Bergman of Orchard, 
brother Len (Diane) Haines 
of Fremont. He was preceded 
in death by his wife Shirlene, 
son Perry, parents Fred and 
Verna, grandparents Walter 
and Cora Spinden and sister 
Phyllis Gardner.

Casket bearers will be Len 
Haines, Dan Baum, Ryan 
Bergman, Denny Francis, 
Terry Beck and Allan Marsh. 
Honorary casket bearers will 
be Destiny Helzer, Tristian 
Helzer, Braelyn Bergman, 
Makenna Bergman, Brantley 
Bergman and Huxton Berg-
man. Condolences may be sent 
to the family on-line at www.
stonacekfuneralchapel.com.



6 WolfpackWolfpack Sports Sports
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 

The Elgin Review

SPINNING SPINNING 
TALESTALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

See TALES, Page Eight

LINCOLN — It wasn’t 
supposed to be this way.

William Naismith must be 
rolling over in his grave, the 
game he created and nurtured 
into a worldwide sensation, 
has taken an ugly turn.

Right now, some of you are 
wondering what the hell I’m 
talking about. Friends, I’ve 
kept my thoughts to myself on 
this matter long enough. The 
final moments of Thursday 
night’s boys state tournament 
game between Shelton and 
Santee saw one of the most 
controversial calls ever made 
at the Devaney Sports Center. 
In essence, the referees’ 
whistle decided the game, all 
on a ‘flop’ call. What is a ‘flop’? 
It’s when a player acts like 
he was fouled (falling down) 
to draw a whistle against the 
other team?

Social media lit up after the 
game as the state’s largest 
media immediately questioned 
the call.

Why is 
it such a 
big deal? 
Santee 
led by 
one point 
with 
seven 
seconds 
left, 
then the 
whistle 
blew. 
Seven 
seconds 
later, 
Santee 
lost the 
game 72 
to 68. By 
rule, a 
technical 
foul is the only call when a 
foul occurs and the clock is not 
running.

Depending on what team you 
were rooting for, an argument 
can be made either way. People 
can go back and forth on this 
until Runzas are sold out 
across the state, the outcome 
will not change.

You can thank the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) 
for the flop antics. Their 
games used to be fun to watch 
with MJ, Bird and Magic. 
Today, with the exception of 
Steph Curry at Golden State 
and that guy at Denver (Nikola 
Jokic), play in the NBA is like 
watching reruns of Gilligan’s 
Island. It gets old in a hurry.

It’s the second high-profile 
incident in the last couple of 
weeks which has lit up social 
media. The first? The final 
moments of the Summerland/
EPPJ boys basketball game 
where a Bobcat player was 
fouled under the basket, only 
to see a better free throw 
shooter, who was nowhere 
near the call, step to the free 
throw line and shoot the 
winning free throws. The 
video, show by The Elgin 
Review, captured the final 60 
seconds of action. So far, more 
than 80,000 have been reached 
with the post. Post engagement 
is close to 23,000. Check out the 
Elgin Review Facebook page if 
you want to view the video or 
read the public comments.

Referees are human, they 
make mistakes. We all can 
attest to that. They do a 
thankless job, the money they 
get paid, to me, isn’t worth the 
aggravation. But, they don the 
black and white shirts for a 
reason, they love the sport and 
want to be a part of it. They 

Shelton ‘flops’
to victory

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — Entering the 
season with the goal of 
returning to the Boys State 
Basketball Tournament, Elgin 
Public-Pope John won 15 of 24 
games during the 2022-2023 
season.

It was a season of streaks 
for the team and first-year 
coach Matt Euse who saw his 
inaugural campaign come to 
an end with a two-point loss 
to Humphrey/Lindsay Holy 
Family at subdistricts.

For the Wolfpack the season 
began on December 1 with 
a 50 to 46 road victory over 
Riverside. They went on to 
post three more victories 
(Niobrara-Verdigre, Neligh-
Oakdale and Plainview) before 
suffering their first loss of 
the season at Wausa. The 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — Look’in good!
Those two words could 

easily be used to describe 
the 2022-23 season for the 
Wolfpack wrestling team.

Nine boys and one girl 
competed this season, 
beginning in early Decembe 
and concluding in February in 
Omaha.

Wrestling fans were treated 
to watch a state medalist 
(Carter Beckman) put together 
a fantastic season, one by 
which future EPPJ wrestlers 
will be challenged to better.

The senior, a three-time 
state qualifier, put together a 
37-4 record. 

Of the 34 victories, 26 came 
by pin, a stellar campaign. 
Beckman’s quickness on the 
mat made opponents realize 
early on that any mistake on 
their part meant the match 
would be over quickly.

Beckman was one of three 
wrestlers to compile winning 
records. 

The other two were junior 
Samuel Hemenway and 
freshman Landyn Veik.

Hemenway made his first 
trip to state and came within 
one victory of earning a 

ELGIN — For senior Isabella Smidt, her 
place in the history of Wolfpack wrestling is 
undeniable.

Having completed her high school career in 
Madison last month by winning two of her four 
matches there, Smidt will forever be remembered 
as the team’s first female wrestler. Twice in her 
career, she came oh so close to qualifying for the 
NSAA state wrestling tournament.

She finished her season with a record of 11-11.
Those who, in coming years, become girl 

wrestlers for Coach Shane Beckman, will benefit 
from Smidt leading the way. 

Isabella
Smidt

Smidt left her mark at EPPJ

Wolfpack wrestlers made great progress in 2022/23 season
medal. Hemenway, fighting 
injuries, had an impressive 
28-10 record. Of 
the 28 victories, 
21 came by pin.

Veik was 
a pleasant 
surprise. He 
got better as 
the season went 
along, posting 
a 25-16 record 
with 15 pins.

Both Kaeden 
Schwarting 
and David 
Durre finished 
the season with 12 victories. 
Durre’s performance at the 
district tournament in Pender 
was notable in that he reached 

the heartbreak round before 
exiting the tournament. He 

was that close 
to qualifying 
for state. 

Schwarting 
finished fourth 
on the team in 
pins. Of his 12 
victories, 11 
came by pin.

A number of 
underclassmen 
showed 
promise of 
better things 
to come. Isaac 

Hemenway, Austin Hinkle, 
Jack Barlow and Grady 
Drueke all had their moments 
which bodes well for next year.

Samuel
Hemenway

Landyn
Veik

Name   GP PPG RPG APG SPG TPG PFPG
Blake Henn  24 6.6 3.0 0.3 0.5 0.9 1.8
Kellan Hoefer  6 1.3 0.3 0.8 0.2 0.7 0.0
Jack Wemhoff  14 5.4 1.5 2.9 1.1 1.8 1.2
Gage Thiessen  12 2.3 2.5 0.3 0.6 0.7 0.5
Paiton Hoefer  24 13.8 3.5 3.2 1.6 2.8 2.1
Austin Good  23 3.2 1.5 0.9 0.5 1.0 0.8
Myles Kittelson  19 4.1 1.7 0.7 0.2 2.1 1.1
Camryn Pelster  13 4.3 2.2 0.6 0.6 1.3 0.8
Nick Anderson  24 2.5 3.4 0.5 0.9 1.2 1.8
Jarek Erickson  19 5.8 5.3 0.3 0.7 1.2 1.6
Taylor Beckman  4 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3
Karson Kallhoff  16 3.8 1.3 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.6
Corbin Kinney  5 0.4 1.4 0.2 0.6 0.4 0.4
Dylon Lueking  24 7.3 4.8 1.0 1.4 2.4 2.3
Ethan Hinkle  16 2.3 1.7 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5

Season totals  24 52.3 27.5 9.5 7.2 13.1 13.1

EPPJ
Boys
Final

Season
Stats

Wausa game was notable as 
Wolfpack senior Paiton Hoefer 
scored his 1,000th career point.
They wrapped up December 
going 2-3 with losses to Elk-
horn Valley, Creighton and 
Riverside.

Then, with the return of key 
contributors Jack Wemhoff 
and Gage Thiessen, and 
the emergence of freshmen 
Karson Kallhoff and Jarek 
Erickson, the Wolfpack went 
7-2 in January. Six of the seven 
victories were by double-digits.

Then, hard times fell upon 
the Wolfpack in February 
as they went 2-3 with losses 
to Stuart, St. Mary’s and, 
in subdistrict, Humphrey-
Lindsay Holy Family

Hoefer led the team in 
scoring, averaging nearly 14 
points per game, playing in 
all 24 games. The Wolfpack 

averaged 52.3 points per game 
during the season. At the other 
end of the court they gave up 
an average of 42.1 points per 
game. Junior Dylon Lueking 
was second on the team in 
scoring, averaging over seven 
points per game. He was also 
the team’s leading rebounder. 
Both he and Erickson pulled 
down over 100 rebounds.

Hoefer led the team in 
assists with just over three per 
game, Wemhoff, playing just 14 
games, averaged 2.9 per game.

One thing for certain for 
Coach Euse and his assistant 
coaches, next year’s team will 
have a different look entirely. 
Completing their final year 
on the Wolfpack team were 
seniors Hoefer, Wemhoff, 
Austin Good, Camryn Pelster, 
Corbin Kinney and Ethan 
Hinkle.

Streaks marked Wolfpack boys basketball season

On offense, wherever he went on the court, Wolfpack senior Pai-
ton Hoefer drew a crowd. He led the team in scoring with nearly 14 
points per game. File photo

More often than not, when Carter Beckman stepped on the mat, a 
pin was imminent. In his 37 victories, he recorded 26 pins. File photo
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Weather permitting, the 
mobile food pantry, sponsored 
by the Neligh Faith Commu-
nity  Church as well as various 
other churches, individuals, 
and businesses in the area, 
will be dispersing food on 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023  from 
3:00-4:30 pm  at the American 
Legion Club in Neligh.  

Volunteers will be on hand 
to  assist with loading the 
product into cars, parking and 
collecting necessary  informa-
tion. 

Neligh food
pantry to be
held Tuesday

By Brian Beach
Nebraska News Service

Each fall, Jack Moles travels 
throughout Nebraska to meet 
with school superintendents 
and school board members as 
part of his role as executive 
director of the Nebraska Rural 
Community Schools Associa-
tion. 

This year, he asked meeting 
attendees how many were un-
able to fill a teaching position. 
Several hands would usually 
go up. Then, he asked how 
many were unable to fill a po-
sition with a person certified 
or endorsed in the area they 
were teaching. 

A lot more hands would go 
up. 

“Usually over half,” Moles 
said. 

The teacher shortage is real 
in rural Nebraska, and many 
administrators are beginning 
to feel the effects. 

According to the Nebraska 
Department of Education 2022-
2023 Teacher Vacancy Survey 
report summary, more than 
208 positions were left en-
tirely vacant at the beginning 
of the 2022-2023 school year, 
while over 768 positions were 
unfilled with fully qualified 
personnel. 

The previous year, only 68 
positions were left vacant, and 
482 positions were unfilled 
with qualified personnel, 
though the survey response 
rate was also 18% lower in 
2021. 

The Teacher Vacancy 
Survey data only accounts for 
teachers in classrooms, but 
school districts are having 
trouble hiring other employ-
ees as well.

“It’s even compounded 
more when you look at how 
many people couldn’t provide 
for school bus drivers, for 
example, paraprofessionals, 
lunchroom people,” Moles 
said. “Those people are really 
hard to find right now, in all 
schools, but especially in rural 
schools.”

Education Service Unit #13 
administrator Laura Barrett 
said that the retirement of 
older teachers is also contrib-
uting to the teacher shortage 
in the Nebraska panhandle. 

Several members of the 
Nebraska Legislature have 
taken notice of the issue and 
introduced legislation offer-
ing a wide range of solutions 
to the teacher shortage this 
session. Moles, who represents 
88,000 students and 219 mem-
ber schools through his role 
as executive director of the 
Nebraska Rural Community 
Schools Association, identified 
eight bills aimed at alleviating 
the teacher shortage that he 
would support. 

These bills include Sen. 
Lynn Walz’s LB519, which 
would eliminate teacher certi-
fication fees, provide one-time 
retention bonuses and create a 
loan forgiveness program with 
extra benefits for teachers in 
rural or low-income districts. 

Moles also supports Sen. 
Lou Ann Linehan’s LB385, 
which would provide recruit-
ment and retention grants of 
up to $5,000; Sen. Carol Blood’s 
LB413, which would call for 
Nebraska to enter into an 
interstate teacher mobility 
compact; and LB724 from Sen. 
Tony Vargas, which would 
eliminate the Praxis test as 
a requirement for Nebraska 
teachers. 

Barrett did not want to give 
her support to any specific 
bill, but she is optimistic about 
the direction of the education 
bills in this year’s legislative 
session.

“There are a lot of really 
great ideas,” Barrett said. 
“There’s merit to most of 
them, so I would love to see 
the Legislature look at how we 
take the best of the different 
ideas and put it together.”

Teacher shortage
remains problem
in rural Nebraska
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Proceedings — The Elgin City Council

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited li-

ability company: Moser Organ-
ics, L.L.C. The address of the 
designated office is: 607 Bowen 
Street, Elgin, Nebraska 68636. 
The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 
Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all law-

Notice of Organization — Moser Organics, LLC
ful business, other than banking 
or insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be organ-
ized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary 
of State on March 4, 2023, and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 

the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

MOSER ORGANICS, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: March 8, 15 & 22, 
2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that 3 A CATTLE, LLC, a Ne-
braska Limited Liability Compa-
ny, is organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.  The 
registered agent is Matthew L. 
Anderson.  The street address of 
the registered agent and desig-
nated office is 500 North Street, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636.  The 

Notice of Organization — 3 A CATTLE, LLC
general nature of its business is 
to engage in and to do any lawful 
act concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited lia-
bility company may be organized 
under the laws of Nebraska; and 
for all other purposes authorized 
by law, to the same extent as 
natural persons might or could 

do.  The limited liability company 
was formed on March 4, 2023 
and has perpetual existence.  Its 
affairs shall be conducted by the 
Members pursuant to the Oper-
ating Agreement duly adopted 
by the Company.
PUBLISH: March 15, 22 & 29, 
2023
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
PROCEEDINGS
March 6, 2023

The Elgin City Council met 
in regular session on Monday, 
March 6, 2023, at 7:30 p.m., pur-
suant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting 
Act.

Councilmembers present for 
regular meeting were Mike Dvor-
ak, Jim Kittelson, Leigh Kluthe, 
and Craig Niewohner. 

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• February regular meetings 
minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
108.71; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 54.88; APPEARA, 
su, 52.32; The Elgin Review, 
print, 290.90; Brenda Reikof-

ski, se, 104.00; Lordemann In-
surance, ins, 50.00; Coast to 
Coast Computer Products, su, 
229.97; Gutter Crew Inc., rpr, 
164.00; Kristin Childers, su, 
584.69; Black Hills Energy, se, 
227.20; US Post Office, postage, 
630.00; Prudential, retirement, 
357.75; American Funds, retire-
ment, 190.28; US Treasury, tax, 
3102.38; Google, se, 6.00; Pay-
roll, 2505.72

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
6908.49

STREET: ERPPD, se, 964.31; 
Verizonwireless, su, 75.26; Elgin 
One Stop, fuel, 291.06; Home-
town Station, fuel, 106.13; Bar-
co Municipal Products Inc, su, 
1794.66; Corner Service & Tire, 
se, 78.75; Kayton International, 
su, 58.00; To Paving Assess-
ment Fund, transfer, 1400.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 158.49; 
Payroll, 1730.14

WATER: ERPPD, se, 856.38; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 81.69; Verizonwireless, 
su, 75.26; NE Health Lab, se, 
18.00; On Call Concepts, se, 
0.80; Dean’s Market, su, 3.98; 

Maguire Iron Inc, se, 1811.25; 
Leonard Orlowski, misc, 127.41; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 28.98; The 
Elgin Review, print, 76.00; To 
Jason Leblanc Account, rtn dep, 
200.00; US Post Office, postage, 
29.90; NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 
236.32; Payroll, 3460.29

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 1032.82; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 50.10; One Call Concepts, 
se, 0.80; Midwest Laboratories, 
se, 325.99; NE Dept of Revenue, 
tax, 1102.15; Payroll, 1330.39

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 157.73; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.98; APPEARA, su, 52.31; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 533.48

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 5295.25; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 66.08; NE 
Dept of Environment & Energy, 
license, 40.00; Black Hills En-
ergy, se, 38.60; Bank of Elgin, 
loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 207.01; El-
gin One Stop, su, 4.99; NE Dept. 

of Revenue, tax, 3.55; Payroll, 
399.75

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 70.24; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.99; Cornhusker State In-
dustries, su, 1794.00; Woman’s 
Day, su, 10.00; Black Hills En-
ergy, se, 148.53; Payroll, 1199.52

YOUTH:  ERPPD, se, 33.60
RESCUE: Vicki Miller, post-

age, 9.72; Eakes Office Solu-
tions, su, 59.99; Dean’s Market, 
su, 105.13; Quick Med Claims, 
su, 428.08; To General, transfer, 
378.00

• Notify that the City owned lot 
at 304 North 2nd Street is not for 
sale at this time

• Award the contract to Rutjens 
Construction, Inc. in the amount 
of $328,178.00 for water meter 
replacement

• Authorize and direct ACES to 
send out notice of award and to 
procure contracts between the 
City and contractor

• Accept the bid from The Road 
Guy to supply and apply 14,000 
gallons of armor coat oil at $4.17 
per gallon

• Pay the electric bill for the two 
months that have been received 
for the cottage at 401 Plantation 
Street and to have the electricity 

turned off to the building
• Accept bid for under-

ground sprinklers at the Library 
from Koinzan Enterprises for 
$5,267.00

• Accept estimate from Rutjens 
Construction Inc. to hydroseed at 
the Library for $550.00

• Purchase new ambulance 
and equipment for Elgin Rescue 
Service

• Designate $5,000.00 of the 
Antelope County MFO Funds to-
ward the purchase of equipment 
for the new ambulance

• Approve Dylon Leuking and 
Jack Wemhoff for summer main-
tenance 

• Reimburse lifeguard training 
costs for those who lifeguard 160 
hours or more during the 2023 
summer

• Increase pay rates for sea-
sonal employees to $10.50 plus 
$0.50 for returning full-time em-
ployees and the pool manager 
rate will be determined based on 
the applicants

• Approve Viaero removing 
and replacing their tower and 
equipment at 606 Maple Street

• Set the Elgin community 
cleanup day for Friday, April 21st 
depending on dumpster avail-

ability
The following agenda items 

were discussed:
• Elgin Community Club re-

quest for financial support
• Employee life insurance op-

tions
• Replacing shop lights with 

LED
• Putting milling in potholes 

until patching can be done this 
spring

• Vehicles turned over to the 
Sheriff Department for parking 
on street during parking prohibi-
tion

• Colonial Life group benefits 
for employees

• Bob Nelson to look at branch-
es at the park and provide esti-
mate

• Clearing alleys of snow
• Adjust employee vacation 

policy
• City Hall will be closed March 

13th – March 17th 
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, April 3, 2023
• Regular Meeting adjourned 

at 9:16 p.m. 
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: March 15, 2023
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
March 7th, 2023

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approve Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the February 14, 
2023, Board of Commissioner 
Meeting.  Correspondence was 
reviewed.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Approved administrative plat.

Zoning Permit Report, Clerk of 
the District Court Report; Treas-
urer’s Fund Balance and Miscel-
laneous Revenue Reports, Sher-

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
iff’s Miscellaneous Fee Report,

Approved Applied Connective 
IT upgrade.

Improvement Fund Balance 
Resolution approved.

Approved promotional grant, 
improvement grant was ap-
proved pending funds. Denied 
three (3) improvement grant re-
quests. Pledge collateral review.

Approved PayPort Contract for 
Ag Society.

Approved Catastrophic Inmate 
Medical Insurance 2023.  Held 
opioid settlement payment dis-
cussions until May.

Met in Executive Session re-

garding personnel issue. 
Road Superintendent Report: 

approved access permit, ap-
proved underground permit, and 
held 54 underground permits for 
review.  Authorized Clerk to ad-
vertise for gravel, armor coat and 
asphalt bids.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: Lisa Payne /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: March 15, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE FOR BIDS
Armor Coating

The Antelope County Board 
of Commissioners will accept 
sealed bids until 9:45 AM, on April 
4th, 2023 for armor coating of oil 
roads within Antelope County.  
Said bids are for the application 
of armor coating using county 
furnished materials.  Successful 
bidder will supply the specified 
product from May 1, 2023 to De-

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
cember 1, 2023.  Price should be 
per mile.  All work to be done ac-
cording to county specifications. 
Contractor must supply traffic 
control, signing, and proof of 
bonding and insurance. Bids can 
be brought or mailed to the Ante-
lope County Clerk’s Office, 501 
M Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, NE  
68756-0026 and will be opened 
at 9:45 AM, on April 4th, 2023 in 
the Antelope County Commis-

sioners Room, Antelope County 
Courthouse Annex.  Envelopes 
should be marked in the lower 
left-hand corner with the word-
ing, “Armor Coating Bid.”  The 
County Board of Commissioners 
reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all bids.
PUBLISH: March 15, 22 & 29, 
2023
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
NOTICE FOR BIDS

Asphalt Oil
The Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners will ac-
cept sealed bids until 9:45 AM, 
on April 4th, 2023 for asphalt 
oil.  Price should be per gallon.  
Purchase of asphalt oil to be 
delivered to each county shop 
from April 1, 2023 to December 

1, 2023 for the following types 
of asphalt: MC-800, RC-250, 
MC3000, CRS2, and CRS-2P. 
Bids can be brought or mailed 
to the Antelope County Clerk’s 
Office, PO Box 26,  Neligh, NE  
68756-0026 and will be opened 
at 9:45 AM on April 4th, 2023 in 
the Antelope County Commis-
sioners Meeting Room, Antelope 

County Courthouse Annex.  En-
velope should be marked in the 
lower left-hand corner with the 
wording, “Asphalt Oil Bid.”  The 
County Board of Commissioners 
reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any or all bids.
PUBLISH: March 15, 22 & 29, 
2023
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
NOTICE FOR BIDS

Gravel
The Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners will accept 
sealed bids until 9:45 AM on April 
4th, 2023, for gravel.  Bids may 
be brought in or mailed to the An-
telope County Clerk’s Office, 501 
M Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, NE  
68756-0026.  Successful bidder 
will supply the specified product 
from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 

2023. Bids will be opened and 
publicly read on April 4th, 2023 
at 9:45 AM in the County Com-
missioners room of the Antelope 
County Courthouse Annex.  The 
Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all bids.  
ROAD GRAVEL - Purchase of 
Road gravel to be bid as follows: 
Priced per Ton, transported by 

stand at midcourt before the 
start of the game. Then, after 
the final buzzer, run off the 
court to a small room where 
they change their clothes and 
head home.

When I was in high school, 
two referees called the 
games. Then, it was decided 
because of all the action on 
the court and the difficulty 
in seeing everything that was 
happening, a third official was 
added to the crew to improve 
officiating.

Maybe the time has come 
to utilize technology (i.e. 
instant replay). I agree, what a 
headache that would be. How 
many times could a coach 
ask for an instant replay, 
how would the fans react to 
the game being delayed by 
five minutes or more while 
they look for the defining 
angle? One can make far more 
arguments against instant 
replay than for it. Given more 
time, I could add to my own 
thoughts. 

county, loaded by pit operator. 
ARMOR COAT GRAVEL - Priced 
per Ton, transported by county, 
loaded by pit operator. All bids 
must be plainly marked “Gravel 
Bid” on lower left-hand corner of 
envelope. Pricing all types of 
fill and aggregate.
PUBLISH: March 15, 22 & 29, 
2023
ZNEZ

From Page Six
Tales

Maybe each coach would be 
given the opportunity a call 
in the final minute? All they 
would have to do is throw a red 
towel on the floor (in homage 
to UNLV Coach Jerry “The 
Shark” Tarkanian). You get 
one challenge, so use it wisely.

But, in the most important of 
games (the state tournament) 
shouldn’t everything be done 
to make sure the team who 
deserved to win the game, 
by virtue of their play on the 
court, wins the game?

To those who say rule 
changes aren’t necessary? The 
Nebraska School Activities 
Association has added a shot 
clock for Class A, something I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see a 
shot clock in all classes. So, a 
rule implemented to ‘stop the 
flop’ may some day come to 
pass. 

Still, at the end of the game, 
every time a referee’s whistle 
blows, it’s a subjective call. 
Fouls are called based on what 
they think they saw, not what 
Johnny or Julie Fan sees from 

the stands.
I don’t know for certain 

where I stand on this issue. I 
do know when coaches don’t 
acknowledge the obvious or 
profess ignorance by looking 
the other way, or when 
referees’ whistles decide 
the game instead of the play 
on the court, it’s bad for the 
players and the fans. Most 
importantly, it’s bad for 
basketball.

*****
The NSAA stated their 

intent to “nip in the bud” bad 
fan behavior by fans in the 
stands. It’s a noble comment. 
But, it’s not going to happen in 
March in Lincoln. If a sincere 
effort is to be made to curb bad 
behavior by fans (parents and 
students alike), it has to start 
at the local level. We’ve all sat 
around fans who, given the 
opportunity, we would like to 
put a sock in it. But, until the 
matter is addressed during the 
season, nothing will change in 
Lincoln.
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paperwork. 
With all his business and church commitments, Starman still 

finds time to be a self-proclaimed “voracious reader”. Military 
history, especially WWII and U.S. Civil War; ancient history, 
and spiritual are his favorite topics. 

From Page One
Starman

Why Elgin? “The people – you can count on them to be there, 
to trust each other, and be supportive. If I’m fair with everyone 
else, fairness comes back to me,” he said. Starman said he sup-
ports Elgin events and organizations often. 

Keep planting seeds in the Elgin area as long as possible, John 
Starman. We all appreciate you.


