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The high temperature last 
week was 75 degrees recorded 
on March 2. The low was 13 
degrees on March 6. Altogeth-
er, 0.28 of  an inch of  precipi-
tation was recorded last week.

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Feb 28 66 34   
March 1 71 26  
March 2 75 24  
March 3 44 26    
March 4 62 26    
March 5 34 15  0.28
March 6 26 13    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.28
Total for March .............. .. 0.28
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.43

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Equalization 

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice of  Organization — 
My Outback L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

See ELECTION, Page Eight

Well, Hello Dolly!! The 1980 
movie starring Dolly Parton 
takes to the stage at Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic 
High School on Friday, April 
and again on Sunday, April 3 
at 7 p.m. in the St. Boniface 
Gym.

Set in 1979, office workers 
Violet (Abby Hemenway), 
Judy (Emma Mlnarik) and 
Doralee (Trista Hemenway) 
who were nothing more than 
“just a step on the boss man’s 
ladder,” set out to get even 
with corrupt CEO, Franklin 
Hart Jr. (Linus Borer). In 
a hilarious turn of  events 
and with the boss “tied up”, 
the ladies set out to give the 
workplace a much-needed 
makeover and attitude 
change, taking control of  the 
company which had always 
kept them down.

Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $5 for students K-12 and 
may be purchased from any 
cast member or by calling the 
high school (843-5325). 

The deadline to purchase 
advance tickets is Friday, 
March 25. There are no re-
served seats.

Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the door.

PJCC annual
musical to be
held April 1 & 3

See FFA, Page 10

The mobile food pantry, 
sponsored by the Neligh 
United Methodist Church as 
well as various churches, in-
dividuals and businesses will 
be dispersing food on March 
15. Food will be dispersed 
from 3-5 p.m. at the American 
Legion Club in Neligh on the 
alley side. Due to budget cuts 
at Food Bank for the Heart-
land, recipients will now be 
receiving less food. 

Those picking up food 
must remain in their vehi-
cles and our volunteers will 
load the food for them. They 
will direct traffic and collect 
numbers from each family/
household.

Neligh mobile 
food pantry to be
held March 15

Elgin FFA students (l-r): Callie Heithoff, Lexi Bode, Emily Mlnarik, 
and Baylee Busteed prepare a floral arrangement as part of a flori-
culture contest during the 2022 FFA District X Career Development 
Event at Northeast Community College campus in Norfolk. They 
were among over 1,500 high school students from approximately 50 
area high schools competing in 14 various contests across campus. 
Photo courtesy of Northeast Community College

Elgin FFA Students who attended the Career Development event held one week ago at Northeast Com-
munity College. Photo submitted

The Norfolk campus of  
Northeast Community College 
experienced a large gathering, 
of  sorts, on Wednesday, March 
2. Over 1,500 high school 
students from approximately 
50 area high schools, recog-
nized by their blue jackets and 
bright gold lettering, partici-
pated in the 2022 FFA District 
10 Career Development Event 
– Ag Education Contest on 
Wednesday. 

All the members of  the 
Elgin FFA chapter competed 
in several contests at North-
east Community College. 
Competing in the District X 
Career Development Events 
(CDE’s) along with the other 15  
schools and several hundred 
members  in their district, El-
gin FFA members stood out in 
about every contest they were 
in. For most of  the contests, 
only the top four teams can 
qualify for state, but for others 
it could only be the top two or 
three teams. The CDE contests 
are all team events, with each 
member of  a four or five-per-
son team testing or perform-
ing a skill. Individual scores 
are tallied, then the scores are 
combined. FFA Advisor Julia 
Schwartz said most contests 
have anywhere from 10 - 18 
teams competing against each 
other. 

This CDE contest was the 
first of  two as some of  the  
Elgin members will also be 
traveling to Sargent on Mon-
day, March 14 to compete in 
more contests.

FFA Chapters participating 
from District 10 were: Ain-
sworth, Boyd County, Burwell, 
Chambers, Elgin, Elkhorn Val-
ley, Keya Paha, Loup County, 
Neligh-Oakdale, O’Neill, Ord, 
Rock County, Sargent, Stu-
art, West Holt, and Wheeler 
Central.

Elgin results are as follows:
Agriscience: Second place 

team, qualifying for state — 
Sara Bode, Taylor Beckman, 

Elgin FFA students among over 1,500 at FFA 
Ag Education Contest; many qualify for State!

Callie Heithoff  and Kate Furst-
enau. Sara was the first overall 
individual.

Biotechnology (top two 
teams qualilfy): Second place 
team, qualifying for state — 
Ethan Hinkle, Jack Wemhoff, 
Cale Kinney and Paiton Hoefer. 
Ethan was third overall, Cale 
was sixth and Paiton seventh.

Livestock Management (top 
four teams qualify): Third 
overall team, qualifying for 
state — Carter Beckman, Tay-
lynne Charf, Samantha Durre, 
Jaidyn Schrad and Ethan 
Hinkle.

Vet Science: First Place team 
at Northeast CC. This was not 
their state qualifying contest. 
They will test again in Sargent 
to see if  they can make it to 
state. Taylynne Charf, Skyler 
Meis, Sharon Bartak, Keyera 
Eisenhauer.

Agriculture Mechanics (top 
four teams qualify): Fourth 
place team, qualifying for state 

Placing third and headed to state is Elgin FFA’s livestock manage-
ment team of (l-r) Taylynne Charf, Jaidyn Schrad, Ethan Hinkle, Sa-
mantha Durre and Carter Beckman.

State bound by placing first was Elgin FFA’s vet science team of (l-r) 
Skyler Meis, Keyera Eisenhauer, Sharon Bartak and Taylynne Charf. 
Photos submitted

The District #18 Board of  
Education will hold their 
regular monthly meeting 
on March 14. Scheduled 
to begin at 6:30 p.m., the 
meeting will be held in the 
distance learning room. 
Among the action items on 
the agenda are:

• Approve the first read-
ing of  NASB recommended 
policies:  Policy 204.10 
Agenda; 204.11 Meeting 
Minutes; 204.13 Virtual 
Conferencing During an 
Emergency; 702.02 Budget 
Planning, Preparation, and 
Schedules; 702.03 Budget 
Adoption Process; 702.03 
R1; 702.03 R2; 702.03 R3; 

• Approve second reading 
NASB recommended poli-
cies:  Certified Employee 
Evaluation Policy 406.08

• Waiving of  first reading 
for the purpose of  adopt-
ing Policy 203.09 Tentative 
Agenda Calendar

• Approve second reading 
of  Policy 203.09 Tentative 
Agenda Calendar

• Approve the teaching 
contract of  Briley Eischeid 
(art)

• Approve the teaching 
contract of  Gabrielle Wil-
liams (special ed)

• Approve the resignation 
of  teacher Krista Kravig

• Approve offered teacher 
contracts for 2022-23

• Approve purchase of  pa-
per for the 22-23 school year

• Approve technology 
purchases

• Sale/Disposal of  sur-
plus items

• Approve school trans-
portation for the Music 
Boosters to the Orpheum 
Theater May 15

• Approve Cross Country 
as a Wolfpack Activity

Monday night’s meeting 
is open to the public.

School board
to meet on
Monday night

With the filing deadlines, 
both for incumbents and non-
incumbents having passed, 
here’s how the 2022 election is 
shaping up across the county.

Three members of  the 
District #18 Board of  
Education stand to be elected 
barring a write-in campaign. 
With voters given the option to 
elect three, the only names on 
the ballot for school board will 
be incumbents Ron Bode, Todd 
Heithoff  and Lisa Welding.

For the Elgin City Council, 
there will be just one name on 
the ballot for both Ward I and 
II. Incumbent Mike Dvorak will 
seek re-election in Ward II. In 
Ward I, Leigh Kluthe has filed 
for election after incumbent 
councilman Duane Miller 
chose not to seek re-election.

Mayor Mike Schmitt faces no 
challengers in his re-election. 
County Commissioners 

District #1 — A new 
commissioner will be voted 
into office in November. 
Incumbent Dean Smith did not 
file for re-election. Having filed 
to fill the seat are Republicans 
Donald Lallier and Neil Williby.

District #5 — Commissioner 
Carolyn Pedersen did not file 
for the office. Two Republicans 
have filed for the seat, they 
are Casey Dittrich and Keith 
Heithoff.

District #3 — Commissioner 
Regina Krebs will face a 
challenge from two other 
Republicans Patti Brady and 
Eddie Schindler.

Local names
to be placed 
on May ballots

Cheers for many turned into 
tears for some Monday after-
noon when the Elgin Public-
Pope John Wolfpack boys bas-
ketball team fell to Burwell 65 to 
58 in the opening round of the 
Nebraska Class D1 State Tour-
nament. It was a one-possession 
game til the final moments when 
the Longhorns pulled away for 
the victory. The Wolfpack stu-
dent body (shown here) and 
their adult counterparts provid-
ed plenty of support throughout 
the game. Coverage of the first 
round matchup begins on Page 
Six. E-R photo/DMorgan

We are all
Wolfpack

Proud

Turn your clocks ahead by 
1 hour Saturday night.

ANNUAL WILD 
GAME FEED

Boomerangs, Thursday, 
March 17
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See SPEECH, Page 10

More Front Page News

The EPS Speech Team will 
be taking ten team members to 
state speech in Kearney next 
week. 

They competed in the Dis-
trict D2-2 Speech Meet at High 
Plains on Thursday.

Nine of  the team’s ten events 
qualified for finals, which was 
their best showing of  the sea-
son. Of  those nine, two events 
will compete for the gold at 
state.

The OID of  Austin Good, 
Jack Wemhoff, Corbin Kinney, 
William Heilhecker and Ethan 
Hinkle brought home top hon-
ors on the day. They were the 

EPS Speech team qualifies 10 for State
district champions. 

Following closely behind 
was the OID of  Baylee Bust-
eed, Brenna Martinsen, Chloe 
Henn, Callie Heithoff  and Sa-
mantha Durre, placing third. 

Both groups qualified for 

state speech.
Henn also placed fifth in Hu-

morous Prose while Heithoff  
placed fifth in Serious prose. 
Heilhecker placed fifth in Po-
etry, and Kinney placed sixth. 
Kinney also brought home a 

sixth place medal in Extempo-
raenous Speaking.

The duets of  Hinkle and 
Heilhecker and Busteed and 
Martinsen placed fifth and 

Make room for another 
plaque in the PJCC trophy 
case!

The Crusaders speech team 
was named district runner-up 
at the Class D2-2 Speech Tour-
nament held Thursday, March 
3, at High Plains High School.

Speech Coach Amy Klein’s 

Qualifying for next week’s state speech meet, from Elgin High School, were (top row, l-r): Samantha 
Durre, Chloe Henn and Callie Heithoff. Middle row: Corbin Kinney, Austin Good and Ethan Hinkle. Front 
row: Brenna Martinsen, Jack Wemhoff, William Heilhecker and Baylee Busteed. E-R photo/JReestman

The PJCC speech team finished second at the D2-2 District Speech Tournament last week. Team mem-
bers are (front row, l-r): Taylynne Charf, Emma Mlnarik, Kaylee Ramold, Skyler Meis and Emma Lea 
Ruterbories. Middle row: Eliza Borer, Juliana McNally, Olivia Klein, Kaitey Schumacher and Jazmine 
McNally. Back row: Jack Barlow, Matthew Dilly, Natalie Burenheide, Cale Kinney, Ashlynne Charf, Linus 
Borer, Brooklyn Meis and Ellie Ruterbories. E-R photo/JReestman

PJCC speech team placed
second at D2-2 Tournament 

Numerous entries qualify for State Meet at Kearney
team qualified a number of  
entries for the Class D State 
Speech Tournament to be 
held next Friday, March 18, in 
Kearney. The top three in each 
event at district competition 
earn a trip to state. 

PJCC speech medalists were:
Duet — 1st place — Mat-

thew Dilly and Jack Barlow; 
4th place Emma Mlnarik and 
Kaylee Ramold

OID — 2nd place Cale Kin-
ney, Emma Mlnarik, Brooklyn 
Meis, Linus Borer; 4th place 
— Kaylee Ramold, Emma Lea 
Ruterbories, Ellie Ruterbories, 
Taylynne Charf  and Skyler 
Meis. 

Poetry — 4th place — Emma 
Lea Ruterbories 

Persuasive — 2nd place — 
Eliza Borer; 5th place Olivia 
Klein. 

Serious Prose — 2nd place — 
Linus Borer. 

Extemporaneous — 2nd place 
— Linus Borer. 

Informative — 6th place 
Jazmine McNally.

Entertainment — 2nd place 
Skyler Meis.

Winning the district meet 
was Hampton High School.



Wednesday, March 9, 2022 
The Elgin Review

3 Community News

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Sixty Years Ago
March 1, 1962

Temperatures in this area hit 
record lows for the season this past 
week, preceded by an inch of  snow. 
The mercury dropped to 12 below 
zero here Monday night remaining 
near the zero mark all day Tuesday. 
Neighboring towns registered 
from 26 to 34 below Tuesday night, 
while residents here reported from 
15 to 26 degrees below zero. Sub-
zero temperatures were in vogue 
Wednesday night.

A first place trophy was received 
by the Elgin Eagles for winning the 
Class D District 13 championship on 
Saturday night. A similar trophy was 
presented to Wheeler County High 
School in Bartlett for placing second 

Looking Back
in the tournament.  

Fifty Years Ago
March 9, 1972 

Elgin fireman answered two 
alarms the past week, one at the 
Wolfe ranch and the second at the 
Keith Shoemaker farm. There was no 
damage at either. Sunday afternoon 
around 12:15 the volunteer fireman 
went 15 miles west and one mile 
south of  Elgin in answer to a trash 
fire alarm which burned some grass. 
Monday night they were called to 
the Shoemaker farm around 10 p.m. 
where strong winds had whipped 
burned trees into a blaze. The trees 
had been burned Saturday and were 
near some buildings. 

The Pope John freshman are Mid-

State Jr. High Champions for 1972. 
The young Crusaders were challenged 
by the Bobcats from Howells. Coach 
Barada was pleased with the success. 
“The team played consistent good ball. 
In the last two games, rebounding was 
a great factor, “ he said. Participating 
players were: Mark Getzfred, Paul 
Kuhlman, Coach Mike Barada; 
John Ruess and Lee Kerkman, Don 
Neukirch, Mike Borer, Joe Jochum, 
Ken Luettel and Tom Hoefer. 

Thirty Years Ago
March 11, 1992

Elgin High School girls basketball 
team fell just two points short in their 
upset try against 3rd-seeded Callaway 
in the first round of  the Girls State 
Basketball Tournament. 

Elgin residents spent Monday 
afternoon clearing away snow after a 
strong storm system swept through 
the area. 

Two Elgin High School students 
have been chosen to perform in 
the All-State Symphonic Band on 
Saturday. Cory Dickerson, a senior, 
was selected as first chair clarinet 
player for the symphonic band. Chris 
Uttecht, a sophomore was chosen as 
a first chair saxophone player in the 
band.

John Stoltz, son of  Jack and Joanie 
Stoltz, showed the Reserve Champion 
Maine-Anjou steer in the Nebraska 
Cattlemen’s Classic Show at Kearney. 
Stoltz was also chosen Reserve 
Champion Junior Showman at the 
show.  

Twenty Years Ago
March 6, 2002

Last Thursday, was a tough day for 
the Pope John Lady Crusaders. They 
started out well against Freeman, 
the eventual D1 state champs, but 
nothing seemed to work in the second 
quarter. Pope John scored only one 
point in the second period, and took 
a 57-25 loss to the Falcons in the first 
round of  the State Girls Basketball 
Tournament  at the Lincoln Northeast 
Gym.

Darlene Dozler of  the The Doll 
Factory, rural Elgin, was the featured 
Nebraska artisan at the Great 
Plains River Road Archway near 
Kearney. Mrs. Dozler displayed her 
doll creations in the gift shop of  the 
Archway. 

Community center meals next week are: 
Monday, March 14: Chicken & rice casserole, broccoli, fruit 

cocktail, milk.
Tuesday, March 15: Irish stew, carrots/celery, cheese & 

crackers, cheese & crackers, cottage cheese, peaches, milk.
Wednesday, March 16: (Evening Meal) Corned beef  or roast 

beef, cabbage/carrots, potatoes, apple crisp, milk.
Thursday, March 17: Rueben sandwich, potato wedges, 

corn, pears, milk.
Friday, March 18: Pancakes, egg bake, bacon, biscuits, fruit 

cup, milk.

(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and are subject to change)

Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 
and older. Under 60 is $8.50. 

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 12:15. p.m. 
Meals are served Monday thru Friday. Takeout or curb side 
starting at 11:30 a.m.

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for a reservation. For a 
great meal, come to the community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus

It Pays To Advertise!

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb

The other morning, I heard an exchange 
between my ten-year-old son and my six-year-
old daughter.  He told her that she didn’t need 
to dress up to be pretty because she was al-
ready beautiful. She responded with, “I know 
I’m beautiful, but thank you for saying that.”

The confidence 
that exuded from that 
little girl astounded me.  
She’s so sure of  her-
self, seeing herself  as 
God sees her. And why 
shouldn’t she be?  She’s 
fearfully and wonder-
fully made. So why, as 
parents, do a lot of  us 
struggle with this con-
cept ourselves? Why do 
we let society redefine 
our beauty and shape 
how we see ourselves?

It’s easy to be confi-
dent when you’re six. 
You haven’t experi-
enced heartbreak or 
the pains of  middle 
school. You don’t have 
acne yet and all your 
friends are pretty much 

focused on playing tag at recess and memoriz-
ing the alphabet.  As we age, the desire to fit 
in becomes overwhelming. My oldest started 
junior high and I’m watching him navigate 
this awkward stage in his life that I remem-
ber so well.

As women, we’re taught that to be beautiful 
we must look a certain way. Once we become 
mothers, the “ideal” body becomes even more 
elusive. Stretch marks and some extra pad-
ding makes us feel self-conscious, especially 

when we’re taking our kids to the pool. I feel 
even more aware of  my flaws when the neigh-
borhood mom who models on the side shows 
up looking fabulous.  

We tell our children that beauty is on the in-
side, but do we really emulate that for them?  
My daughter watches me apply makeup and 
curl my hair. What kind of  message is that 
sending? My words are saying one thing, but 
my actions are saying something entirely 
different. I’m basically telling her that I’m 
not good enough just as I am, that I need to 
change my appearance to be beautiful.

Sure, most of  us enjoy dressing up from 
time to time, wearing our favorite jewelry 
or our new top. And that’s ok. However, it’s 
important to show our children that we 
don’t HAVE to do those things and that we’re 
comfortable with how we look without all the 
accessories.  

We must be careful with our words as well.  
How many times has she heard me complain 
about the way I look? My actions and my 
words are solidifying what the world is telling 
her, that’s it’s the outward appearance that 
matters.

One of  our jobs as parents is to pass along 
our wisdom to our children. That morning, 
my daughter taught me something important.  
I want to be more intentional about the words 
I speak about myself  and my actions that are 
sending subtle messages.

My prayer is that my daughter never lets 
this world redefine how she sees herself. I 
hope that she continues to be confident in 
who she is and recognizes that she is beauti-
ful inside and out. Perhaps I need to teach her 
to have a little more humility, but mostly I 
want her to keep that self-assurance. My goal 
is to be like her when I grow up.

Thank you for saying that!

Protein is a macronutrient that 
hasn’t been under as much fire as fat 
and carbohydrates over the past few 
decades and for good reason. Protein 
is essential to our overall health and 
well-being, and most people (especially 
women) aren’t eating enough. This 
can lead a number of  health issues, 
as protein is the building block of  our 

muscles, and aids 
in the structure, 
function, and 
regulation of  
every cell in the 
body. However, in 
the most practi-
cal sense, it can 
keep people from 
reaching fitness 
and weight loss 
goals, and also 
increase the like-
lihood of  sugar 
and carbohydrate 
cravings.

It is important 
to eat protein in 
its most bioavail-
able and absorb-
able forms found 
in animal pro-

teins. Beef, chicken, turkey, pork, eggs, 
and seafood are all wonderful sources 
of  protein to include at each meal, 
especially at breakfast, as it sets us up 
for steady and stable energy through-
out the day. Avoid processed meats, 99% 
lean cuts, or eating only white meat. 
The fat in animal protein is natural to 
the food itself  and aids in the absorp-
tion of  several nutrients. Dairy, such 
as yogurt or cottage cheese, can also 
fall into this category if  tolerated. Be 

sure to choose full fat versions of  these 
products (with no added sugars) so that 
you absorb the fat soluble vitamins A, 
D, E, and K from the dairy (versus skim 
products where there is little nutrient 
absorption).

When it comes to protein, there are 
numerous mistakes that are quite com-
mon. First up, the removal of  red meat 
and eggs from the diet for fear of  in-
creasing cholesterol is largely overrat-
ed. There is a very small percentage of  
people who have a genetic disposition 
to have higher cholesterol from eat-
ing these foods, but for the majority of  
people, this is not the case. Think about 
this logically – our ancestors ate all of  
these foods and were fine, but once we 
added in sugar and highly processed 
oils, we started to notice a decline. This 
is typically where most of  the choles-
terol problems come from, not from a 
real, whole food like red meat or eggs.

Second, most people do not eat 
enough protein at breakfast. My goal 
is typically 25-30grams of  protein per 
meal, including breakfast, as a start-
ing point for clients. This leads to a 
cravings cycle throughout the day that 
hits especially around 2-4 p.m. or in the 
evening. Why is this? Well, if  we aren’t 
eating enough protein for breakfast, 
we are likely overeating carbohydrates 
(think bread or cereal-based products, 
which are common breakfast foods). 
This breakdown in carbs happens very 
quickly in our bloodstream if  protein 
is not there to slow the process down. 
As the day goes on, this leads to a drop 
in blood sugar (and energy) typically 
around mid-morning or mid-afternoon. 
If  the cycle continues throughout the 
day, we can also find this drop in the 

evening. This leads to an increase in 
cravings for sugar and carbs because 
our body knows that they will give us 
a quick energy burst. Instead of  riding 
this cravings train, choose to eat a pro-
tein-filled breakfast. Eggs are great, but 
at approximately 6 grams of  protein 
per egg, you need to eat a lot of  eggs! 
While we talked about how this isn’t 
necessarily bad for our cholesterol, it 
can be a lot. So, include other source of  
protein like leftover meat, bacon free of  
nitrates or nitrites, precooked (sugar 
free, nitrate/nitrite free) chicken sau-
sages, 4% cottage cheese, or plain full 
fat Greek yogurt are all great options to 
base your breakfast around. Egg bakes 
work great as well (I’ve shared a recipe 
in a previous article).

Lastly, there is a movement trying to 
push us to eat more non-animal sources 
of  protein. The problem with this men-
tality is that animal protein has the 
most bioavailable and richest sources 
of  protein. Any other sources will lack 
all the essential amino acids or be hard 
for us to digest. Or, in the case of  foods 
like peanut butter or beans, these actu-
ally have more fat and carbohydrates 
respectively than protein. So in order 
to get enough protein, you’ll likely be 
overeating in another macronutrient 
versus eating animal protein which is 
typically straight protein, some fat, and 
little to no carbs.

Incorporating more protein into 
your meals might seem daunting. We 
discussed some options for breakfast 
earlier, so now I’ll share some of  my 
favorite ideas for lunch and dinner.

First up, skillet meals. These are 
super simple. Pick a ground meat, add 
chopped vegetables, salt, and other 

spices of  choice to a large pan over me-
dium heat. Cover, cook, and stir until 
the meat is cooked through and the veg-
etables are tender. Some of  my favorite 
combinations are ground turkey, red 
onion, potatoes, and spinach; ground 
beef, Brussels sprouts, and red onion; 
and ground chicken, red pepper, onion, 
spinach, and sweet potato.

Next up, cook protein in bulk. Shred-
ded chicken, beef  or pork roasts, and 
ground meat can all be cooked in bulk 
and frozen or stored in the fridge to be 
used for later. Pairing these meats with 
roasted vegetables or sauteed vegeta-
bles is a great way to have a meal on the 
table quickly.

Lastly, slow cooker meals are a great 
way to have an easy, hands off, protein-
rich meal. Take chicken thighs or a 
beef/pork roast, added in vegetables, 
spices, and a liquid (salsa, salsa verde, 
broth, coconut aminos, tomatoes, etc) 
and cook until the meat is cooked 
through. There are so many great and 
healthy slow cooker recipes out there 
to try!

One last note. You’ll notice I have yet 
to mention protein drinks, powders, 
and bars. These are typically loaded 
with crappy ingredients and most 
of  the time are not real food based. I 
choose to avoid them for the most part 
except when getting a real food option 
is not attainable. 

It is critical to make sure you are 
getting enough protein throughout 
the day, especially if  you are working 
towards specific health goals, or want 
to stay healthy as you age. Hopefully 
these tips will help you find more ways 
to increase your protein intake!

Make sure you are getting enough protein in your diet

Once again there will be an 
Annual Wild Game Feed held 
here in Elgin.

Pheasant, deer and all other 
types of  wild game will be 
served that night, prepared by 
some of  the finest cooks in the 
community.

The wild game feed will be 
held in conjunction with St. 
Patrick’s Day on Thursday, 
March 17 at Boomerangs. 

Organizer Gary Hoefer said 
the event, held for many years, 
which features a wide variety 
of  wild game dishes will begin 
serving at 7 p.m.

For more information or 
if  you are willing to prepare 
a dish for the feed, contact 
Hoefer at (402) 843-8611.

Boomerangs’
wild game feed 
to be March 17
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

It has been said “the rich get richer, and the poor 
get poorer.”

That aphorism (a pithy observation that con-
tains a general truth) is attributed to British poet 
and author Percy Bysshe Shelley in 1840. It has 
been heard in more than one iteration during the 
debate on a major income tax cut bill (LB939) cur-
rently before lawmakers

The measure, introduced by Elkhorn Sen. Lou 
Ann Linehan, would cut Nebraska’s top individual 
income tax rate in three steps, from the current 
6.84 percent to 5.84 percent by tax year 2025.

The rate applies to taxable income of  $29,000 and 
over for individuals and $58,000 and over for those 
who are married filing jointly.

She said it would help attract workers and 
businesses and provide a tax cut to middle class 
Nebraskans at a time when the state is collecting 
hundreds of  millions of  dollars more in revenue 

than is necessary to fund 
its operations. “We need to 
send it back to the people,” 
she said. The state Depart-
ment of  Revenue estimates 
the bill would reduce 
general fund revenue by 
$61.7 million in fiscal year 
2022-23 and $176.5 million 
in FY2023-24. By FY2026-27, 
the reduction would grow 
to $363.4 million.

Speaker of  the Legisla-
ture Mike Hilgers of  Lin-
coln said the tax cut would 
give middle-class families 
more disposable income 
that they could use to save 
for a house or invest in a 
business. Albion Sen. Tom 
Briese said Nebraska’s top 
individual income tax rate 
is higher than the top rate 

in all neighboring states except one.
Sen. Megan Hunt of  Omaha opposed the bill. She 

said millionaires and billionaires would benefit 
most from cutting the top individual income tax 
rate. 

“If  this was really a tax cut for middle-income 
earners … then we would be supporting a bill to 
create additional income tax brackets, not cut 
rates for top earners,” she said.

Omaha Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh offered an 
amendment to remove the corporate income tax 
provisions from the proposal and change indi-
vidual income tax brackets and rates to provide 
a larger tax cut for individuals with a taxable 
income of  less than $200,000. A new top bracket, 
with a rate of  8.01 percent, would apply to families 
with a taxable income of  more than $1 million. 
The amendment failed.

Hunt said a state’s minimum wage, types of  
available jobs and housing and childcare costs — 
not its tax rates — are what young families and 
professionals consider when deciding whether to 
move.

of  factors beyond the control of  the Legislature – 
such as a massive influx of  federal relief  dollars, 
substantial inflation, and workforce shortages. 
We therefore urge caution about enacting ongoing 
tax or spending measures as they will force tough 
choices in the future when revenues fail to keep up 
with state needs,” she said.

After lengthy debate over several days, Linehan 
filed a motion to invoke cloture, which ends de-
bate and forces a vote on the bill and any pending 
amendments. The motion was adopted and the bill 
was advanced to second round consideration. 

An Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy 
(ITEP) analysis shows the highest-paid 5% of  Ne-
braska residents receiving 54% of  the tax cut. The 
lowest paid 40% of  Nebraskans, meanwhile, would 
get less than 1% of  the tax cut.

The rich get richer.
I agree with Sen. John Cavanaugh of  Omaha who 

said the bill provides the most benefit to people 
who need it the least. These are the people who 
“already are ahead.”

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

Lincoln Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks suggested 
amending the bill on the second round of  debate 
to increase the state’s earned income tax credit, 
which would benefit low-income, working Nebras-
kans.

She said it would be best to adjust the numbers 
after the Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advi-
sory Board made updated projections.

Those projections subsequently came in with in-
creases across all tax receipts for the current fiscal 
year and FY2022-23. The board projected a $160 mil-
lion increase in individual income tax receipts in 
FY2021-22 and a $200 million increase in individual 
income tax receipts in FY2022-23.

Total projected revenue receipts for FY2021-
22 were raised to $5.72 billion, an increase of  
$370 million. Projected total revenue receipts for 
FY2022-23 were set at $5.96 billion, an increase of  
$405 million.

The OpenSky Policy Institute warned lawmak-
ers and state officials to be cautious with their 
largesse. While the forecast provides a “rosy state 
revenue picture, we also know we are in unprec-
edented times,” said Executive Director Rebecca 
Firestone.

“Our revenues are being impacted by a range 

Who benefits the most from income tax rate cuts?

See GRAGERT, Page Eight

The public hearing process is now 
complete. A hearing was held on ev-
ery bill that was introduced before the 
committee with jurisdiction over the 
subject matter. The Legislature begins 
meeting in full-day sessions on March 
8. The following week, we will begin 
meeting into the evenings, in order to 
complete our work by April 20. 

On Monday of  this past week, 
senators focused on consent calendar 
bills. Consent Calendar is a process to 
allow noncontroversial bills without 
priority status to be debated by the 
Legislature. If  three senators object 
to any of  the bills listed on Consent 
Calendar, the bill is removed. Fur-
thermore, amendments that are not 
purely technical in nature cannot 
be added to these bills. I had one bill 
on Consent Calendar that was given 
first-round approval, dealing with 
township libraries. If  a county votes 
to discontinue a township form of  
government and 
the township 
has a library, LB 
75 requires the 
county board to 
hold a hearing 
on what should 
happen to the 
library, in order 
to give residents 
the chance to 
voice their opin-
ion. 

On Tuesday 
and Wednesday, 
senators ad-
vanced 17 prior-
ity bills that 
weren’t contro-
versial. Two 
of  the bills I 
introduced were 
given initial ap-
proval. LB 780 makes common sense 
changes in two programs adminis-
tered by the Nebraska Department of  
Labor – child labor and Nebraska’s 
short-time compensation program. 
LB 864 expands Nebraska’s college 
savings plan, allowing 529 plans to 
be used for loan payments, reflecting 
changes made on the federal level.

The Nebraska Economic Forecast-
ing Advisory Board met this past 
week and voted to increase projec-
tions for the current 2021/22 year and 
the 2022/23 fiscal year. The Board de-
cided to increase their forecast made 
in October of  last year by $370 million 
for this year and by $405 million for 
next year. The increased revenue for 
the current fiscal year will be trans-
ferred to the Cash Reserve Fund, 
bringing its projected balance to $1.7 
billion. 

Much of  the projected increase in 
revenue can be attributed to the large 
magnitude of  federal dollars that 
have been distributed to Nebraska – 
to individuals, businesses, political 
subdivisions and the state. Nebraska 
will receive approximately $24 billion! 
This amount is equivalent to 22% of  
total state personal income. 

The increased revenue projec-
tions led the Governor to strongly 
push for two of  his proposals to be 
funded – $230 million for a new State 
Penitentiary and $500 million for the 
Perkins County Canal Project. This 
is in addition to proposals pending at 
the second stage of  debate to reduce 
the top rate of  the individual and 
corporate income tax, accelerate the 
elimination of  the state income tax on 
Social Security benefits, and continue 
to fund substantial local property tax 
relief. 

The Appropriations Committee is 
finishing work on the budget and will 
forward their final recommendations 
to the Legislature next week. There 
will be separate legislation with their 
recommendations for the federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding. Since this money is one-
time funding, we must be careful to 
fund projects that won’t have ongoing 
expenses.

Recently I attended a briefing by 
the Secretary of  State in response to 
claims that have been made about Ne-
braska’s elections. He dispelled many 
of  the myths that have been circulat-
ing with solid, factual information 
and charts. Several ballot counting 
machines were brought in to the brief-
ing and we were able to watch how 
they actually worked and learned of  
the safeguards taken to ensure a valid 

As leader of  the free world, the 
United States must issue a strong 
response that will isolate Russia – and 
the world must follow suit.  

Direct oil and gas sanctions make it 
clear that the world will not tolerate 

global aggres-
sors.  

The Biden 
Administration 
can strengthen 
energy sanc-
tions against 
Russia by 
revitalizing our 
domestic energy 
production to 
supply America 
and our allies.

Oil and gas ex-
ports are a key 
driver of  Rus-
sia’s economy.  

The country 
produces one 
in ten barrels 
of  oil used 
worldwide.  It is 
also the world’s 

second-largest producer of  natural 
gas, supplying 40% of  the natural gas 
used in the European Union.  Putin 
has used Russia’s market dominance 
to threaten other nations to bend to 
his will.  

And now, every dollar from these 
exports is fueling Putin’s deadly inva-
sion of  Ukraine.  

Sanctions specifically targeting 
Russian oil and gas will cut off  this 

vital flow of  funding.
The President must re-evaluate 

green policies that have made the U.S. 
more dependent on foreign oil and 
weakened our foothold as a global 
supplier.  

During his first day in office, Biden 
canceled the presidential permit for 
the Keystone XL pipeline.  Keystone 
XL was a critical part of  a diversi-
fied energy portfolio to ensure North 
American energy independence.  Fail-
ure to construct the pipeline has led 
to greater reliance on overseas energy 
sources.

A week into his presidency, Biden 
also halted oil and gas leases on 
public lands.  Nebraska joined a coali-
tion of  more than a dozen states in a 
lawsuit that successfully blocked the 
President’s ban.  

While this legal victory protects 
U.S. energy production, the President 
has doubled down by delaying deci-
sions on new oil and gas leases and 
permits. 

Even before Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine, Biden’s weakened energy 
policies had caused gas prices to sky-
rocket.  Drivers are feeling the pain at 
the pump.  

Americans are paying almost 50% 
more for gas now than they were in 
January 2021—with prices almost 
certain to continue rising. 

With record inflation and higher 
gas prices, President Biden could 
have resumed policies that produce a 
rounded-out energy portfolio.  

Instead, President Biden unsuc-

cessfully begged Russia and Iran to 
produce more oil earlier this year.  
That was the President’s attempted 
solution…to ask our adversaries for 
more oil.

President Biden has also issued an 
executive order calling for “50 percent 
of  all new passenger cars and light 
trucks” to be Electric Vehicles (EVs) 
by 2030.  

The People’s Republic of  China 
produces the vast majority of  the rare 
earth minerals needed to manufac-
ture EVs.  The President’s EV goal 
would make America more reliant on 
our nation’s biggest global competitor.  
It would also be economically devas-
tating to ethanol and oil-producing 
states, driving away investment in 
innovative technology such as car-
bon sequestration.  Liquid fuels—not 
EVs—remain the best way to keep 
U.S. energy secure.

Promoting biofuels should be a cen-
terpiece of  President Biden’s strat-
egy to grow U.S. energy production.  
Ethanol saves drivers money at the 
pump, reduces toxic emissions, and 
creates opportunities for farm fami-
lies right here in Nebraska.  Advances 
in scientific research and technology 
are making biofuels more attractive 
than ever.  

For example, the State of  Nebraska 
has demonstrated that E30 fuel can 
be used in regular vehicles without 
reducing performance or requiring 
extra maintenance.  Technologies 
like carbon sequestration will allow 
ethanol-powered vehicles to achieve 

wheel-to-well emissions that are 
competitive with electric vehicles.  
President Biden could direct his Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to allow 
the year-round use of  higher ethanol 
blends to provide relief  at the pump 
for Nebraska families and increase 
our supply of  domestic fuels.

As a matter of  national security, 
it’s important for President Biden to 
stand up to radical environmental-
ists and support energy production 
in America.  Instead, he’s caved to the 
extremist demands of  environmental-
ists.  

As Governor, I’ve been especially 
alarmed by Biden’s 30 x 30 plan.  A 
week after taking office, President 
Biden signed Executive Order 14008.  
It set a goal “of  conserving at least 30 
percent of  our lands and waters by 
2030.”  This would put vast stretches 
of  America off  limits to productive 
use—and would further undermine 
domestic energy production.

The Biden-Harris Administration 
must not let environmental extrem-
ism get in the way of  our ability to 
produce oil and gas at a rate that 
meets demand—in America and 
abroad.  

The President can start by reinstat-
ing the permit for the Keystone XL 
pipeline.  He can recommit to policies 
that support cleaner burning, renew-
able fuels produced in America’s 
Heartland.  He can stop delaying oil 
and gas lease sales on federal land 
and stop the federal land grab under-
mining domestic energy production.

Russia’s attack on Ukraine is an
assault on freedom around the world

Hearings over, now 
the work begins
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Obituaries
Audrey Ann Fangman, 76

Born at Tilden, she loved to cook and was a member of St. Bonaventure Catholic Church in Raeville for many years.
Audrey Ann Fangman, 76, 

of  Albion, NE 
passed away on 
Tuesday, March 
1, 2022 at Good 
Samaritan Soci-
ety, Albion.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial was held 
Friday, March 
4, 2022 at St. Bo-
naventure Cath-

olic Church in Raeville, with 

Rev. John Norman. Burial will 
follow at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Cemetery, Petersburg. 
Visitation was held Thursday 
at the church, with a 7:00 p.m. 
Wake Service.  

Levander Funeral Home of  
Albion, NE is in charge of  ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com.

*****
Audrey Ann Fangman, 

daughter of  Edward and Eva 

(Rumery) Meis was born De-
cember 28, 1945 at Tilden, NE.  
She attended school and gradu-
ated from St. Boniface Catholic 
School in Elgin.  

On December 28, 1964, Au-
drey married Bernard Reicks.  
They lived east of  Petersburg 
and to this union Doug was 
born. They later divorced in 
1976. 

Audrey married Vincent 
Faust and the couple lived in 
Petersburg until his death in 

October 1986.  On January 3, 
1992 she was married to Wende-
lin Fangman and they lived in 
Raeville. Wendelin passed away 
in December 1997.  Audrey met 
Bob Young in 2004 and they 
enjoyed each other’s compan-
ionship since.  Due to failing 
health she entered the Good 
Samaritan Society in Albion on 
March 19, 2020.  

Audrey’s love for cooking 
led to her various cooking 
jobs including the City Café in 

Carl L. Ernesti, Jr., 89 of  
Neligh, NE passed away 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at his 

home in Neligh, 
NE.

Mass of  
Christian 
Burial was held 
at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 
8, 2022 at St. 
John’s Catholic 
Church, rural 
Clearwater with 

Fr. John Norman officiating. 
Burial will followed in St. 

Patrick’s Cemetery with 
military rites by the United 
States Army Honor Guard and 
American Legion Post #172 of  
Neligh, NE. 

Visitation was held from 6 – 
7 p.m. Monday at the church, 
with a 7 p.m. wake service.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin, NE is in charge of  the 
arrangements. 

Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com.

*****
Carl Leo Ernesti, Jr., son 

of  Carl Sr. and Gertrude 
(Beck) Ernesti, was born on 
the family farm southwest of  
Clearwater, NE. 

He was baptized and 
confirmed at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in rural 
Clearwater, attended grade 
school at Pleasantdale District 
School in rural Clearwater, and 
attended Ewing High School. 

He helped his father 
farm before moving west to 
Bushnell, NE where he worked 
for a wheat farmer. 

In 1953, he enlisted in the 

United States Army, taking 
basic training in Ft. Polk, 
LA before being deployed to 
Germany. 

For the next 13 years, he was 
stationed between Virginia, 
Kentucky, Germany and Ft. 
Carson, CO, where he retired 
on February 1, 1973, after 20 
years of  service.  

On March 22, 1956, Carl 
married Evelyn Suchowski 
while stationed in Germany. 
Following Carl’s retirement 
from the Army, they made 
their home in Ewing, NE. After 

St. Edward, various cafés in 
Petersburg, the Albion Senior 
Center, Boone County Health 
Center in Albion, and Helena 
in Petersburg during fertilizer 
season. 

She enjoyed taking drives 
in the country, going shop-
ping, listening to music and 
attending her grandchildren’s 
activities.

Audrey was a member of  St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Church 
in Raeville, NE, and the Chris-

tian Mothers. 
She is survived by special 

friend Bob Young of  Raeville; 
her son Doug (Jean) Reicks of  
Petersburg; three grandchil-
dren: Rebecca Reicks of  Lin-
coln, NE; Zachary and Abby 
Reicks of  Petersburg; along 
with nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

Audrey was preceded in 
death by her parents, an infant 
brother, husbands Vin Faust 
and Wendelin Fangman.

Carl L. Ernesti, Jr., 89
After 20 years of service to his country, the Clearwater native retired from the U.S. Army in 1973.

helping build the Orchard 
swimming pool, he began 
working for Asch Lumber in 
Orchard, and later took over 
management of  the lumber 
yard and redi-mix plant in the 
1980s. 

After retiring again, Carl 
and Evelyn moved to Neligh, 
NE in December 1990, where 
Carl worked for the City of  
Neligh for 18 years. 

Carl was a member of  
St. John’s Parish of  Rural 
Clearwater, Veterans of  
Foreign Wars, and Neligh 

American Legion Post #172, 
He enjoyed watching baseball, 
especially the Yankees.

He is survived by three 
sisters: Marguerite Papstein 
of  Norfolk; Madonna Day of  
Neligh, NE; Vanita (Irvin) 
Kander of  Stanton; along with 
many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 

Carl was preceded in death 
by his parents, wife Evelyn 
on Dec. 27, 1998, two brothers: 
Roger and Lawrence Ernesti; 
and one sister: Patricia 
Sanders.



6 Wolfpack Sports
Wednesday, March 9, 2022  

The Elgin Review

SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Nearly all of
Elgin was there

See TALES, Page 10

LINCOLN — We came. We saw. We’ll 
be back.

I looked around the gymnasium 
at Lincoln North Star High School 
Monday morning as the Wolfpack’s 
season came to an end, I thought to 
myself, “Is there anybody back in 
Elgin?”

Row after row, up the stairs, there 
they were - red, white and black-
clad fans once again watching 
Elgin athletes competing at a state 
basketball tournament.

In the days leading up to the games, 
I was reminded of  the Elgin Eagles’ 
championship years in 1993 and 1995. 
Games I never saw, from a time when 
my focus was elsewhere. 

Like this year’s team, those years 
were great 
rides. Fans 
followed the 
team home and 
away, just like 
this year’s team 
had a great 
following.

I can only 
speak, in first 
person, about 
the Wolfpack. 
Lynell and I 
have gotten 
to know the 
players better 
than past years 
because of  
the time spent 
before and after 
games talking 
to the boys.

Just a few 
stories here …

No lack of  confidence — Junior 
sharpshooter Paiton Hoefer may be 
the most confident player around. 
His eyes and actions on the court, his 
words off  the court, may come across 
as cocky to some. But, it’s not cocky 
when you deliver.

Cool as a Colton — His game has 
gotten better every year he’s played. 
When he goes to his left, he’s hard 
to stop. And, he’s gotten comfortable 
doing the post-game interviews which 
help me better understand the game 
just played.

A dynamic duo — The two players 
who bring grit and determination to 
every game are Jack Wemhoff  and 
Dylon Lueking. Bruised, sometimes 
battered, but never bettered. They 
have their own language and they 
wear the game on their skin, bruised 
cheeks and knees, all in a days work. 
Other guys who can talk the talk and 
walk the walk are Blake Henn and 
Nick Anderson.

Photos — Austin Good has a way 
of  somehow making the camera find 
him on the court.

And then there’s Curly — Gage 
Thiessen, the blond-headed wonder 
with the outside shot, I’ve been 
calling him Curly all season because 
of  his haircut. He may be the happiest 
player to see me coming his way. He’s 
always good for a quote and a trey or 
two.

Basketball is such an intimate 
sport. The fans sit together, 
sometimes they’re bunched together. 
You’re part of  the conversation, 
whether speaking or listening, with 
everyone around you. As for the 
players, you see everything and hear 
everything, the same goes for coaches. 
If  you sit in the right spot, you even 
get to meet some of  the players’ 
girlfriends.

It’s all of  this and much more 
that has made this March one to 
remember/never to forget.

*****
Week after week when you read this 

space, you may notice adjacent to it 
is a red line which stretches from the 
top of  the page to the bottom.

The red line, believe it or not, has a 
purpose. The stories and the photos 

Come find out how our Catholic schools will 
benefit your children for life.

Educating the 
Mind and Heart.

faith for life. academics for success.

Learn more at pjcrusaders.org/enroll

New Student Visitation
Friday, March 25 | Grades Prek-12

LINCOLN — Elgin Public-Pope 
John saw their dreams of  a state 
championship dashed Monday, losing 
to Burwell in the opening round 
of  the Class D1 State Basketball 
Tournament.

Behind 35 points by Dillon Critel, 
the Longhorns outlasted the Wolfpack 
65 to 58 in a battle of  two evenly-
matched teams.

“I was very proud of  their effort.” 
EPPJ Coach Michael Becker said 
about the Wolfpack after the tough 
loss. “I’m very proud of  what they 
accomplished this year…Obviously, 
it’s going to hurt and it should 
because they invested a lot of  time 
and that shows with some of  the 
outcomes that we were able to have 
this year.”

Neither team was able to gain an 
advantage for the first three quarters 
as the Longhorns squeezed out a 49 to 

Longhorns ‘bull’ their way past EPPJ
Senior Colton Wright scores 24 in final game for Wolfpack

46 lead. Critel, using every acrobatic 
move he could muster towards the 
basket, had 26 points heading into the 
fourth quarter. But in the final eight 
minutes, he found a way to keep his 
team ahead of  the Wolfpack - making 
nine of  10 free throws.

Keeping the Wolfpack within one 
possession of  the lead was senior 
standout Colton Wright. In a game 
where no other Wolfpack player could 
score more than seven points, Wright 
was a thorn in the Longhorns’ hoof, 
scoring 24 points heading into the 
fourth quarter. 

Battles between good teams are won 
in the fourth quarter and this game 
was no exception. The Longhorns 
stretched their lead to five points 
before Wolfpack sophomore Dylon 
Lueking drained a trey at the 6:43 
mark to cut the lead to 51 to 49.

Then, after Wryder Svoboda scored, 

Wolfpack junior Paiton Hoefer pulled 
EPPJ to within two again, 53 to 51 
with 4:51 left on the clock.

Then, the Wolfpack went scoreless 
for just over two minutes while the 
Longhorns stretched their lead to 
seven points, 58 to 51. EPPJ junior 
Jack Wemhoff  then snapped the cold 
spell by sinking two free throws to 
narrow the lead to 58 to 53 with 3:32 
remaining.

Coach Becker then had the 
Wolfpack apply a full-court press 
which forced the Longhorns into 
several turnovers, but EPPJ was 
unable to turn turnovers into points.

Burwell’s big man, Carter Mann, 
fouled out with 1:45 remaining, 
sending Nick Anderson to the line. 
The sophomore made one of  two free 
throws to make the score 60 to 54.

From there til the final buzzer, 
the Longhorns sank five of  six free 

throws. Lueking was the Wolfpack’s 
offense in the final moments, scoring 
four points, the last two coming with 
20 seconds left to pull EPPJ within 
five points.

The game’s frantic fourth quarter 
was set up by the first three quarters 
where each team took the other’s best 
shot and answered.

Critel had 14 of  his team’s 33 points 
in the first half, Mann had seven. 
However, they couldn’t pull away from 
the Wolfpack.

Wright had 13 in the half  including 
two treys from the top of  the key. 
Also hitting from long range was 
sophomore Gage Thiessen who 
drained two treys in the half. Effective 
inside was Anderson who had two 
field goals.

The Wolfpack’s leading scorer 
during the regular season, Hoefer had 
five points in the first quarter.

After the game, Wolfpack players 
Wemhoff  and Wright put the loss 
in perspective. “Critel and Mann, 
they were a two-headed monster,” 
Wemhoff  said. The Wolfpack kept 
Mann in check with nine points, but 
couldn’t stop Critel who scorched the 
nets for 35, 10 more than he averaged 
all season. “Critel, he’s a pretty good 
player and he made us look foolish at 
times, but we’re going to bounce back 
and come back next year.”

Wright acknowledged the game was 
won on the boards, particularly in the 
first half  when the Longhorns scored 
11 points off  of  offensive rebounds. “I 
thought if  we rebounded and played 
good defense, then our shots would 
fall and we would be in good hands,” 
Wright said.

Coach Becker said Wright 
accomplished a great deal in his 
career with the Wolfpack, leading 
them to state this year.

“We’ll look back and learn from it 
(this game) and try to improve for the 
next time,” he said. 

One loss can’t dim a season which 
saw the Wolfpack earn their first-ever 
berth at the state tournament. “It was 
great to have the opportunity to play 
here. Not everybody does,” Becker 
said.

Wemhoff  led EPPJ with six assists. 
Wright led in rebounds with six.

Burwell advanced to the semi-finals 
with a 24-3 record. EPPJ’s season ends 
with a 21-6 record. More importantly, 
the Wolfpack will lose just one player 
from this year’s team (Wright), giving 
next year’s team a great opportunity 
to find their way back to the state 
tournament. 

Burwell 65, EPPJ 58
Longhorns………….16  17  16  16 — 65
Wolfpack……………18  15  13  12 — 58
Blake Henn 1-1 0-2 2, Kellan Hoefer 0-0 
0-0 0, Jack Wemhoff 2-6 3-4 7, Gage 
Thiessen 2-4 0-0 6, Paiton Hoefer 3-9 
0-0 7, Austin Good 0-2 0-0 0, Myles 
Kittelson 0-0 0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 
0-0 0, Nick Anderson 2-3 1-2 5, Colton 
Wright 7-15 8-10 24, Taylor Beckman 
0-0 0-0 0, Corbin Kinney 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 
3-5 0-1 7. Team totals: 20-35 12-19 58. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 6-16 
(Gage Thiessen 2, Colton Wright 2, 
Paiton Hoefer, Dylon Lueking).
Longhorns — Dylan Larsen 0 0-0 
0, Dillon Critel 12 10-12 35, Wryder 
Svoboda 5 0-1 10, Titus Gideon 1 1-2 
4, Augustus Elliott 0 0-0 0, Hans Gideon 
3 1-2 7, Miles Wright 0 0-0 0, Dillon 
Simpson 0 0-0 0, Devin Konicek 0 0-0 0, 
Carter Mann 3 3-3 9. Team totals: 24 15-
20 65. Three-point shots — Longhorns 2 
(Dillon Critel, Titus Gideon).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 24 (Colton Wright 
6, Paiton Hoefer 4, Gage Thiessen 4). 
Assists — Wolfpack 14 (Jack Wemhoff 
6, Colton Wright 4, Paiton Hoefer 3). 
Steals — Wolfpack 2. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 14. 

  

Coach Michael Becker diagrams a play during a timeout in 
the latter stages of the game.

Paiton Hoefer (4) drives past Burwell’s Titus Gideon. E-R 
photos/DMorgan

Wolfpack junior Jack Wemhoff and his teammates made 
play after play to keep the game tight til the very end.

Playing his final game in a Wolfpack uniform, Colton Wright 
led the team in points (24) and rebounds (6).
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election. 
As the Legislature begins 

full-day debate, I encourage 
you to contact me with your 
thoughts and opinions on the 
legislation before us. I can 
be reached at District #40, 
P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, 
Lincoln, NE  68509. My email 
address is tgragert@leg.ne.gov 
and my telephone number is 
(402) 471-2801. 

From Page Four
Gragert

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited li-

ability company: My Outback, 
L.L.C. The address of the desig-
nated office is: 51620 851 Road, 
Clearwater, Nebraska 68726. 
The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 
Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all law-
ful business, other than banking 
or insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

Notice of Organization — My 
Outback, L.L.C.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on February 16, 2022 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

MY OUTBACK, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Doerr & Klein, P.C. P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: February 23, March 2 
& 9, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska
March 1st, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approve Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the February 8th, 

2022 Commissioner Meeting.  
Correspondence was reviewed.

Zoning Administrator Report.
Tabled Resolutions for further 

review.
Approved one (1) promotional 

and one (1) improvement grant.
Authorized rehire for law en-

forcement.

Heard report from Weed Su-
perintendent and Grounds crews.

Increased wages for mainte-
nance and grounds employees.

Road Superintendent Report: 
tabled resolutions, and interlo-
cal agreements. Purchased two 
(2) motor graders and wings.  
Approved three (3) oversize 
permits, and 13 underground 
permits. No action on fuel con-
tracts, approved culvert for 524th 
Avenue.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: March 9, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — 
Antelope County 

Board of Equalization
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF EQUALIZATION
Neligh, NE

March 1st, 2022
Notice of meeting published as 

required by statute.
A complete record of these 

minutes as well as all resolutions 
and agreements are on file at the 
County Clerk’s Office and are 
open to the public.

One (1) tax roll correction was 
approved.

Meeting adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Equalization
CHARLIE HENERY

Attest:  LISA PAYNE
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: March 9, 2022
ZNEZ

Stay 
Informed! 
Read the 

Public  Notices!!

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Several underage alcohol 
customers in the area either 
purchased or had plans to 
purchase alcoholic beverages 
using identification cards ob-
tained over the internet.

One of  the young men ap-
peared in front of  the Honor-
able Donna Taylor last Wednes-
day, March 2, to be sentenced 
on two counts, minor in posses-
sion of  alcohol and misrepre-
senting age to obtain alcohol, 
while a second is scheduled for 
sentencing March 16.  

Jesse M. Green, 18, of  Neligh 
was sentenced to a six-month 
term of  probation, including 
$220 probation-related fees 
and a $250 fine on each count. 
He was assessed $50 costs of  
prosecution. 

Antelope County attorney 
Joe Abler recommended 18 
months of  probation, due to 
the potential for identity theft. 
Green’s attorney, Martin Klein 
of  Neligh, argued that his cli-
ent had “no idea” that other 
people’s information was at 
risk and he had no criminal 
history.

“Anything more than six 
months’ probation is exces-
sive,” Klein said.

Taylor said she didn’t want 
to take away from Abler’s 
concerns, but she had con-
cerns about putting people on 
probation too long and that 
six months would take him 
through graduation, the sum-
mer and beginning college.

According to Abler, the IDs, 
when scanned by a merchant, 
simply indicated the buyer was 
of  age. 

However when officers 
scanned them, other “real” 
people’s identifying informa-
tion was displayed, with a 
photo showing only under 
a black light, and included 
identifying information for 
a woman in Lincoln and one 
in Omaha. He said Green was 
the “main contact” for a group 
who purchased the IDs. He said 
the more that were purchased, 
the cheaper they were. 

Abler said Green cooperated 
with officers and the other IDs 
had been recovered. He said he 
didn’t believe there was intent 
for fraud by the defendants.

“They just wanted to buy 
beer,” he said.

“I just made a mistake, and 
I realize what I have done,” 
Green told the judge.

Dustin W. Rosberg, 33, of  
Petersburg faced Taylor for 
sentencing on a first-offense 
driving under the influence 
conviction, a Class W misde-
meanor. He was arrested July 
25, 2021, by a Nebraska State 
Patrol officer who observed 
him driving left of  center on 
Highway 45. Taylor sentenced 
Rosberg to a nine-month term 
of  probation, including $310 
in related fees; a $500 fine; 

Fake IDs from China used to buy alcohol
revoked his driver’s license for 
60 days and assessed $150 costs. 
Rosberg was represented by 
Ron Temple of  Norfolk.

Matthew Jung, 38, of  Norfolk 
appeared for sentencing in two 
cases. In the first case, Taylor 
fined him $100 for driving un-
der suspension, $300 for posses-
sion of  marijuana, $10 for pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia, 
$75 for speeding and $1 costs. 
Previous costs were handled 
with bond that was forfeited. 
The charges stemmed from a 
traffic stop April 28, 2021, west 
of  Plainview on Highway 20.

In the second case, Jung was 
fined $50 and assessed $50 costs 
for failing to appear in court. 
Jung, who had twice failed to 
appear, told the judge he “for-
got what day it was.”

Cassandra L. Howell, 28, of  
Trinidad, Colorado, waived her 
right to preliminary hearing. 
Taylor bound the case over to 
the Antelope County district 
court, where arraignment is 
set March 30. She is charged 

with possession of  metham-
phetamine, a Class 4 felony. 
Howell also requested a reduc-
tion of  bond. Bond, first set at 
$20,000, 10%, was reduced to 
$10,000, 10%, Feb. 16. County 
attorney Joe Abler objected to 
further reduction. Taylor de-
nied the request, reasoning the 
defendant had no connection 
to the community. Howell was 
remanded to the custody of  An-
telope County Sheriff  Robert 
Moore. She is represented by 
Klein.

Preliminary hearing for 
Howell’s co-defendant, Darrion 
J. Cescolini, 27, of  Denver, was 
continued to March 16, on a 
Class 1D felony, possession of  
heroin with intent to deliver, 
and a Class 4 felony, possession 
of  heroin. His bond is set at 
$20,000, 10%.

The couple was arrested 
Feb. 12, after the vehicle they 
were passengers in was pulled 
over by Nebraska State Patrol 
troopers east of  Brunswick on 
Highway 20.

Other county offices 
— Incumbents running 
uncontested are Sheriff  Bob 
Moore, Clerk Lisa Payne, 
Treasurer Deb Branstiter, 
Assessor Kelly Mueller-
Oltjenbruns, Attorney Joe 
Abler and District Court Clerk 
Angela Mortensen.

The May Primary becomes 
a big date since all the afore-
mentioned candidates for 
county commissioner are 
Republicans. That means they 
will vie against one another 
with the winner advancing to 
the November election.

Other races of  note
Oakdale Village Board 

— Wanda Cornett and Kyle 
Guggenmos

Summerland School Board — 
Candidates whose names will 
be on the ballot are Jeremy 
Wagner, Brian Ferris, Austin 
Twibell, LuAnn Schindler, 
Mark Ramold, Mia Bergman, 
Dan Kerkman and Scott Thiele.

State Senator District #40 — 
With incumbent Tim Gragert 
not seeking re-election, the 
race will be between two 
Republicans, Keith Kube and 
Barry McKay.

From Page One
Election

Fines & Sentencings
All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
Amy E. Ferguson, Holden, 

MO 12/26/2021 disturbing the 
peace, fined $500 - Lawson.*

Boyd L. Pedersen, 
Clearwater, NE 1/31/2022 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 
- Kavan.

Jon R. Best, Sioux City, IA 
2/2/2022 speeding 80/65 mph, 
fined $75 - Kavan.

Genaro Rosas Cuadras, 
Norfolk, NE 1/28/2022 
speeding 77/65 mph/no 
operator’s license, fined $150 - 
Detlefsen.

Lisa M. Dugal, Neligh, NE 
7/15/2021 false reporting, 
probation orders for 8 
months/offender assessment 
screening-drug testing-
probation administrative 
enrollment-probation fees 
totaling $280 - Ternus.

Richard C. Jelich Jr., Neligh, 

NE 11/29/2021 disturbing the 
peace, fined $400 - Wright.*

Jennifer L. Abbott, O’Neill, 
NE 2/8/2022 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Dostal.

Kyle J. Klug (Klug Brothers 
LLC), Wayne, NE 1/19/2022 
overweight single axle-group 
of  axles >5%/overweight 
single axle-group of  axles 5%, 
fined $100 - Detlefsen.

Patrick S. Knobbe, West 
Point, NE 10/21/2021 no valid 
registration-car/pickup/
stepvan, fined $25 - Viterna.

Leonardo Luna Nava, Neligh, 
NE 2/9/2022 no operator’s 
license/waiverable, fined $75 - 
Johnson.

Jeffrey J. Wanning, Omaha, 
NE 2/20/2022 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Kavan.

Dallas C. Smith, Missouri 
Valley, IA 9/22/2014 speeding 
45/35 mph/no operator’s 
license, fined $100 - Viterna.

Korbyn L. Freeman, Norfolk, 
NE 11/19/2021 fail to show sm 
gm/fur/pdlfish/deer prmt, 
fined $150 - Johnson.

Matthew R. Jung, Norfolk, 
NE 9/1/2021 fail to appear 
when on bail, fined $50.

Clenter L. Williams Sr., 
Minot, ND 12/12/2021 drive 
under susp/before reinstated, 
fined $100 - Johnson.

Richard A. Larsen, Norfolk, 
NE 1/17/2022 no valid 
registration-car/pickup/
stepvan, fined $25 - Walter.

Matthew Jung, Norfolk, 
NE 4/28/2021 drive under 
susp-before reinstated/
possess marijuana 1 oz or 
less-1st off/possess or use 
drug paraphernalia/speeding 
78/65 mph, fined $485+bond 
forfeiture of  $86 - Detlefsen.

Jill K. Anson, Page, NE 
12/19/2021 speeding 77/65 mph, 
fined $75 - Detlefsen.

Matthew D. Klug (Klug 
Brothers LLC), Meadow Grove, 
NE 1/19/2022 overweight single 
axle-group of  axles>5%, fined 
$75 - Detlefsen.

Riley R. Tolan Keig, 
Papillion, NE 2/11/2022 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Viterna.

Eileen A. Kimber (Spud 
Trucking), Oakdale, NE 
11/5/2021 overweight single 
axle-group of  axles>10%/CMV-
tire other/CMV-fuel system 
general, fined $225 - Asche.

Antoine Velazquez Philippe 
(Treway LLC), Yukon, OK, 
2/9/2022 speeding 74/65 mph, 
fined $25 - Asche.

Jesse M. Green, Neligh, NE 
1/3/2022 minor in possession-
under 19 1st off/minor 
misrepresent age to obtain 
liquor, fined $500+offender 
assessment screening-
drug testing-probation 
administrative enrollment-
probation fees totaling $220/
probation of  6 months ordered 
per count - Moore.
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Top Wheeler County Spellers Recognized!Bartlett News 
Area News

Written contest winners were: Faith Heinz, Calvin Schlenger, Deanna Skorcz, Olivia Heinz, Paige Sch-
lenger, Justin Guggenmos, Haley Borwege, Braelynn Schlenger and Bailey Leibert.

A county spelling contest was held at Wheeler Central School Thursday and Friday, February 24-25. Oral 
spelling winners were (l-r): Faith Heinz, Calvin Schlenger, Deanna Skorcz, Justin Guggenmos, Trenton 
Genereux, Faith Heinz, Braelynn Schlenger, Breyden Renner and Bailey Leibert. Cutlines and photos 
submitted by Sherry Tetschner

do that very well, thank you 
very much.

From Page Six
Tales

Jaycie Wagner and Parker Freouf enjoying a Dr. Seuss activity at 
Wheeler Central, Thursday afternoon. 7th-12 grade students were 
paired with elementary students to read or do special Dr. Seuss ac-
tivities together to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday.

The reason for the red line 
is to serve as both a boundary 
and a reminder. The boundary 
separates my opinion from the 
news stories on the other side. 
It reminds me that sentences 
and photos tell the story, my 
opinions are not to be part of  
the story. The rest is up to you.

On the other side of  the 

The Lawrence Goscha Schol-
arship Fund, an affiliated fund 
of  the Nebraska Community 
Foundation, has established 
scholarship opportunities for 
area high schools and their 
graduates. 

These schools include Sum-
merland, Elgin Public, Neligh-
Oakdale, Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic, and Wheeler 
Central. 

Scholarships in the amount 
of  $5000 will be awarded to suc-

Applications now being accepted
for Lawrence Goscha scholarships

Area graduating seniors, post-secondary students are eligible
cessful applicants. Graduating 
seniors and those graduates in 
his/her second or subsequent 
year of  post-secondary educa-
tion are encouraged to apply. 

For an application or more 
information, please contact 
your local school’s guidance 
counselor.
About Lawrence Goscha
   Lawrence Nicholas Goscha 
was born on November 13, 
1925, near Clearwater, Nebras-
ka, one of  13 children in his 
family.  He attended country 
grade school and graduated 

from Clearwater High School 
in 1942.  

For most of  his adult life, 
Lawrence farmed with his 
brother in Antelope County. 
His Catholic faith and educa-
tion were important to Law-
rence, and it was his wish that 
he would give area youth an 
opportunity to further their 
education, particularly in the 
area of  agriculture. Lawrence 
loved the land and was a life-
long learner. 

These scholarships will 
honor his memory.

By Sherry Tetschner
March 2 was “Read Across 

America,” a day celebrating 
the author Theodore Geisel, 
known as Dr. Seuss. Wheeler 
Central celebrated this day on 
March 3rd due to the fact that 
many high school students 
were gone to an FFA activity 
March 2nd.   The event was 
held in Wheeler Central’s 
new gym 2:55-3:25 on Thurs-
day.   Older Wheeler Central 
students were paired up with 
younger students to read Dr. 
Seuss books or participate in 
other Dr. Seuss fun activities. 

Ash Wednesday services 
were held at the Bartlett 
United Methodist Church 
at 5:30 Wednesday evening. 
Seventh and 8th grade confir-
mation students participated 
in this event. Those participat-
ing were: Hayes and Hadley 
Pokorny, Reese Smith, Paige 
Schlenger, Ben Murdock, Haley 
Borwege, Justin Guggenmos  
and Parker Freouf. The confir-
mation students chose special 
Bible readings to read for the 
Ash Wednesday service.  Sever-
al of  the students helped serve  
communion. Near the close of  
the service ashes were imposed 
by Pastor Waddle, on foreheads 
of  those attending.  

We are grateful for the efforts 
these 7th and 8th graders put 
into making a very meaningful 
and special service.  

We are also thankful for the 
moisture received this week-
end.  

Bartlett News

— Carter Beckman, Colton 
Wright, Sam Hemenway and 
Nick Anderson. Sam was first 
in his division (machine & 
equipment systems).

Welding (top five teams 
qualify): Sixth overall team. 
In the MIG welding division 
Thomas Warnke was the first 
place individual and in the 
Oxyacetylene welding division, 
Dylan Parks was the second 
overall individual!

Floriculture (top four teams 
qualify): Fifth overall team 
— Emily Mlnarik, Lexi Bode, 
Callie Heithoff  and Baylee 
Busteed. Emily was the sixth 
overall individual.

Natural Resources/Envi-
rothon: 10th overall team. Team 
members are Dylon Lueking, 
Blake Henn, Steven Nelson and 
Myles Kittelson.

From Page One
FFA

sixth respectively.
Jamie Dozler earned a Supe-

rior Rating in Serious Prose. 
The coaches were happy to 

qualify the majority of  the 
team for the state meet.

“It really was a day of  ups 
and downs. We had some 
events really score well in the 
first two rounds, but then they 
didn’t fare well enough in fi-
nals to qualify for state. Their 
performances were probably 
the strongest we’ve seen, but 
that’s the nature of  speech. 
Having our OID’s qualify was 
tremendous, as we are able to 
take more kids to Kearney that 
way. It’s a great experience. 
When we get them hooked 
early, they want to go back. 
We’re taking five juniors, two 
sophomores and three fresh-
men. That’s pretty cool.”

The team will hold their 
Public Performance on Tues-
day, March 15 in the EPS lunch 
room at 6:30.

They will next compete in 
the State Speech Champion-
ships on Friday, March 18 at 
Kearney High School. 

From Page Two
Speech



11 Local NewsWednesday, March 9, 2022  
The Elgin Review

Congratulations to Elgin 
FFA members Ethan Hinkle, 
William Heilhecker, Sharon 
Bartak and Keyera Eisenhau-
er who were recently accepted 
into Nebraska FFA’s Agricul-
ture Issues Academy (AIA). 

The academy will take place 
during the state FFA conven-
tion in April to be held in 
Lincoln. 

Through the academy, FFA 
students will identify ways 

Elgin FFA members accepted 
into Ag Issues Academy

Selected to attend next month’s Agricultural Issues Academy in Lin-
coln were Elgin FFA members (l-r): Ethan Hinkle, William Heilhecker, 
Sharon Bartak and Keyera Eisenhauer. Photo submitted

that agriculture supports and 
builds communities, both 
rural and urban. 

According to Elgin FFA Ad-
visor Julia Schwartz, students 
will learn ways to connect 
with and build partnerships to 
foster better communication – 
not only with consumers, but 
also the general public, who is 
directly and indirectly em-
ployed in agriculture.

Death Notice
Helen M. Reicks, 87 of  Petersburg, NE died Monday, March 7, 

2022 at the Boone County Health Center in Albion, NE.
Funeral services are pending with Levander Funeral Home in 

Albion, NE.
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GPSbanks.com

Make Every Dollar 
Count.

Call your local branch for more 
details and learn how you could 
be earning more!

New Certificate of Deposit (CD) 
rates now available.

All yields are accurate as of February 1, 2022. APY (Annual Percentage Yield) requires a minimum 
balance of $500. Early withdrawal penalty may be imposed and may reduce earnings. See your local 
branch for details.

60 month CD at 1.25% APY

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Five defendants were sen-
tenced by the Honorable Mark 
Johnson in the Antelope 
County district courtroom in 
Neligh on Wednesday, Feb. 23.

Debra F. Jordan, 55, of  
Norfolk was sentenced to 364 
days in the Antelope County 

Norfolk woman who stole from JB Mart to serve time in jail
Jail, with credit for 69 days 
previously served, for her 
conviction of  theft by unlawful 
taking, a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
Jordan was also ordered to pay 
the costs of  prosecution in the 
amount of  $210.71 and restitu-
tion, in the amount of  $360, 
to JB Mart in Tilden. Jordan, 
who was represented by An-

telope County public defender 
Patrick Carney, was remanded 
to Antelope County Sheriff  
Robert Moore’s custody.

The crime was committed 
July 15, when Jordan entered 
the store after hours with 
her key, disabled the security 
alarm, retrieved the key to a 
safe from the manager’s office, 
and took $1,127 cash in two 
envelopes; $767 was later recov-
ered from Jordan’s vehicle. Jor-
dan was convicted Dec. 22, 2021, 

after accepting a plea bargain 
with Antelope County Attor-
ney Joe Abler, who dismissed a 
felony burglary count.

Samantha F, Lowder, 33, 
Antelope County Jail, was 
sentenced to 245 days in the 
county jail for each of  two 
crimes, criminal attempt 
of  theft by receiving stolen 
property, a Class 3A felony, 
and criminal impersonation, 
a Class 4 felony. The sentences 
were ordered to be served con-

currently, and she was given 
credit for 124 days previously 
served. Costs of  $148 were 
waived. Lowder is represented 
by court-appointed counsel, 
Martin Klein of  Neligh.

Lowder pleaded guilty Dec. 
22, per terms of  a plea deal. 
Abler reduced Count I from 
theft by receiving stolen 
property, more than $5,000, a 
Class 2A felony, and dropped 
a Class 4 felony, possession 
of  methamphetamine. She 
was arrested Aug. 20, outside 
Casey’s General Store in 
Neligh. She told the judge her 
co-defendant, Anthony Lehm-
an, 36, of  Carrollton, Texas, 
was “real high on heroin” and 
wanted to go back to Texas. 
She said a female in North 
Dakota told her it was her car 
and, believing it was, she and 
Lehman “gave her money and 
drugs and borrowed the car.”  
The 2017 Honda Accord was 
confirmed stolen from Minot, 
North Dakota. 

Lehman was sentenced to 
364 days in the county jail, 
with credit for 128 days served, 
for his conviction of  posses-
sion of  a controlled substance, 
a Class 4 felony, with $148 costs 
waived.

Lehman had been granted a 
continuance when he appeared 
in court the morning of  Dec. 
22. However, having reached 
an agreement with Abler, he 
returned to the courtroom in 
the afternoon and changed his 
plea to guilty of  possession of  
heroin. In return Abler dis-
missed a Class 2A felony, theft 
by receiving stolen property, 
and two infractions, posses-
sion of  marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia. Lehman was 
represented by Carney.

Both Lowder and Lehman 
were remanded to Moore’s cus-

tody. They were scheduled for 
extradition hearings March 2.

Tiffany Beckman, 35, of  
Pender was sentenced to 
concurrent 12-month terms of  
probation. She was convicted 
Dec. 22 of  attempted Medicaid 
fraud and attempted Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program fraud, both Class 
1 misdemeanors. Terms of  
probation include 90 days in 
the Antelope County Jail, to 
begin Nov. 24, unless waived; 
and $1,200 restitution to the 
state assistance programs, at 
a rate of  $100 per month, to 
be paid in full 30 days prior to 
the end of  probation. She was 
ordered to pay a $30 probation 
program enrollment fee im-
mediately, but the judge waived 
$360 in probation fees and drug 
testing fees. Beckman was also 
assessed $147 costs of  prosecu-
tion.

Beckman was convicted of  
the charges Dec. 22, reduced 
from Class 4 felonies pursuant 
to a plea agreement. Accord-
ing to Abler’s testimony that 
day, SNAP benefits fraudu-
lently received by the defen-
dant amounted to $14,728 and 
Medicaid benefits, $9,117.90. 
She admitted that documents 
had been fraudulently filed 
and she was out of  the county 
during the time benefits were 
claimed. She was represented 
by Carney.

Jennifer Blevins was sen-
tenced to a term of  six months 
of  bench probation for her 
conviction of  false reporting. 
According to LawGuru.com, 
bench probation is basically 
probation to be monitored by 
the judge, with no requirement 
to check in with a probation 
officer nor to pay monitoring 
fees. Johnson ordered her to 
pay $148 costs of  prosecution. 
She was represented by Car-
ney.

Originally charged with a 
felony - possessing metham-
phetamine May 14, 2021, near 
Oakdale, Blevins pleaded 
guilty to the reduced charge 
Dec. 22, pursuant to a plea deal.

Antelope County charges 
against her co-defendant, AJ 
Blevins, were dismissed by 
Abler, without prejudice, Oct. 
1, 2021. (Cases dismissed with-
out prejudice may be refiled).


