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The high temperature last 
week was 69 degrees recorded 
on March 6. 

The low was 25 degrees on 
March 2. No precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
March 1 41 30  
March 2 66 25  
March 3 68 29    
March 4 65 26    
March 5 58 29  
March 6 69 40    
March 7 68 31    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for March .............. .. 0.00
Total for 2021 ................... ..0.83

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Notice of  Organization —    
R&T Ag L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

See COVID, Page Three
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Softball/Baseball sign-up 
will be Wednesday, March 10 
(TONIGHT) at the Elgin Fire 
Hall from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Parents will need to fill out 
a registration form for EACH 
child who will be playing 
ball.

Organizer Kim Fangman 
said, “Please bring forms 
and money to sign-up. If  you 
requested a credit from last 
year it will be applied for this 
summer.”

Persons having any 
questions should contact Kim 
at (402) 843-0152.

The time and date was 
incorrectly reported last 
week.

Softball, baseball
sign-up meeting
to be held tonight

COVID concerns 
push back BCHC
biennial gala

Due to ongoing concerns 
about COVID, Boone County 
Health Center has pushed 
back the date of  their bienni-
al gala to September 11, 2021 
at 7 p.m. at the Boone County 
Event Center. 

“COVID numbers are 
decreasing in our area, but 
the risk is still a concern. 
To be as safe as possible, we 
chose to move the date back 
to September. By then, we 
hope things are more back to 
normal,” said Boone County 
Foundation Director Aprill 
Murphy. 

This year’s gala is a trivia 
game night. 

It’s sure to be a hit with 
each table competing as a 
team for bragging rights and 
prizes. 

Proceeds from the event 
will support Boone County 
Health Center’s 2021 Prior-
ity Project ‘Delivering the 
Heartland.’ 

This will fund the pur-
chase of  necessary equip-
ment and furniture in the OB 
Wing of  the new Outpatient 
Clinic Expansion. 

NELIGH — In less than two weeks, the 
Neligh Economic Development Office 
will host the first-ever Antelope County 
Job Fair.

The event will be held Tuesday, March 
23, from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Antelope 
County Ag Society Building at the fair-
grounds. 

Many employers throughout the 
county are in need of  quality workforce 

candidates. 
The City of  Neligh recognizes the 

needs of  the community and through-
out the county, here’s an opportunity 
for employers and potential employees 
to meet.  

As net migration continues to in-
crease and more young Nebraskan’s 
leave their hometowns, everyone must 
work together to promote a change and 

create the work and home environment 
needed to keep the future leaders of  
Antelope County close to home and 
support the great businesses within 
the county.

The City of  Neligh is offering free 
registration for any Antelope County 
business, including farms and ranches, 
to participate in the inaugural event. 
For a minimal fee of  $25, non-county 

businesses may also participate.  
The job fair is possible at no charge 

with funding from the City of  Neligh 
and sponsors, the Antelope County Ag 
Society and Advanced Consulting Engi-
neering Services.  

For more information, please contact 
Lauren (lauren@neligh.org) or Bri (bri-
anna@neligh.org) or by calling 402-887-
4447.  

Inaugural county-wide job fair to be March 23

Two teacher resignations 
are on the ‘action’ agenda 
for the District #18 Board 
of  Education when they 
meet this week.

The regular March meet-
ing of  the school board will 
be held Wednesday, March 
10 (tonight) 
beginning 
at 6:30 
p.m. in 
the school 
lunch room.

The board 
is expected 
to accept 
the resig-
nations of  
instruc-
tors Kim 
Zwingman 
and Haley 
Guenther. 
Zwingman 
has taught 
special edu-
cation for 
a number 
of  years. 
Guenther 
will be com-
pleting her 
first year 
as Spanish 
teacher at 
the school.

On a related matter, the 
board is expected to ac-
cept a contract for teacher 
Jenna Lordemann to join 
the school district.

Other ‘action’ items on 
the agenda are:

• Approve offered teacher 
contracts for 2021-2022.

• Approve technology 
purchases for the 2021-2022 
school year.

• Approve an electrician 
bid for the installation of  
new bleachers on the stage.

Board members are 
scheduled to discuss a 
number of  items later in 
the meeting. They include:

• Superintendent’s sec-
ond evaluation.

• Summer projects (fix 
pipes in the women’s 
restroom in the gym area; 
cement the area north of  
the PK building; AG/Gym 
and PK-1 building gut-
ters; bigger toilets in the 
Kindergarten room; and 
emergency lights in the 
locker rooms.

School board 
to act on two
resignations

Haley
Guenther 

Kim
Zwingman 

The Annual Wild Game 
Feed, not held last year due to 
COVID, returns this year!

The celebration will be 
held in conjunction with St. 
Patrick’s Day on Wednesday, 
March 17 at Boomerangs. 

Organizer Gary Hoefer said 
the event, which features a 
wide variety of  wild game 
dishes prepared by area 
residents, will begin serving at 
7 p.m.

For more information or 
if  you are willing to prepare 
a dish for the feed, contact 
Hoefer at (402) 843-8611.

Boomerangs to
host return of
Wild Game Feed

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

On the 30th anniversary of  playing in 
the boys’ state basketball tournament, 
Todd Heithoff  was able to cross one big 
item off  his bucket list by returning to the 
state tourney courts after being selected 
to work as a referee for the 2021 Girls State 
Basketball Tournament.  

Todd has been officiating high school 
basketball games throughout our area for 
twelve years now. He decided to become a 
referee after stepping down from coach-
ing.  He explained, “I 
coached a total of  12 years 
of  basketball at Elgin 
High. 

For two years, I was 
an assistant coach under 
Phil Kluthe, then spent 
the next ten years as head 
coach.   I have always loved 
the game, and so for me, it 
was kind of  a natural way 
to keep involved with the 
game of  basketball once I decided to get 
out of  coaching.” 

  While on the court, Todd’s officiat-
ing crew is made up of  himself, Aaron 
Krueger of  Clearwater, and Rick Pelster 
of  Petersburg. He added, “This year, I be-
lieve together, we worked around 30 nights 
of  the season. It is usually two games a 
night, so we covered about 60 games this 
year.  We probably ref  75% of  the games 
together.  However, the state tournament 
has been on my bucket list since I first 
started. It is no different than a kid play-
ing; your goal is always to get to state.” 

To be a consideration at the state level, 
a referee must first become certified. This 
requires two years of  game experience as 
a registered official.  Referees are also re-

quired to go to an educational clinic every 
other year and receive routine evaluations 
of  their performance on the court.  Only 
after a referee is certified are they eligible 
to apply to work in a subdistrict, district, 
and state. 

However, the NSAA determines all as-
signments; therefore, applying officials 
will have no idea where and who they will 
be assigned to work with.  Todd added, 
“For example, this year Rick, Aaron, and I 
were assigned to Broken Bow for the girl’s 
subdistrict, but then Aaron and I were 

teamed up with a fellow 
from Columbus to offici-
ate the boys’ subdistricts 
in Albion. Post-season is 
always assigned. They tell 
you where and with who.” 

 Still smiling, Todd 
detailed receiving the 
notification from the NSAA 
that fulfilled his bucket list. 
“I got an email informing 
me I had been selected to 

work the Girls State Basketball Tourney. It 
was a ‘surprise’ email. The first person I 
told was my wife. By the luck of  the draw, 
Aaron and I were placed together. We were 
assigned the Class C2 game between Wood 
River and BRLD to be held at 4 o’clock, 
Wednesday afternoon at Lincoln South-
east. As part of  the state games, they also 
assign a bench official in case one of  the 
refs would pull a hamstring or collapse, 
and I actually got to be the bench official 
for the next game as well between Ponca 
and GAC.  It was a pretty exciting experi-
ence with a great atmosphere. The crowds 
were awesome, and, even with Covid, it 
was pretty full and reminded you of  a 
normal basketball game in a normal state 
atmosphere.” 

Todd hopes to again have the oppor-
tunity to ref  at the state tournament, 
eventually working a semi or final game.  
Although he admits his schedule will be 
scaled back quite a bit next year as his 
daughter will begin her own high school 
basketball career, he still plans to ref  on 
nights the Wolfpack is not playing.   

Check that one off the ‘bucket list’
Heithoff achieves goal to ref at State Basketball Tournament

North Central District Health 
Department (NCDHD) has 
been made aware of  four new 
COVID-19 cases in the district 
since last reporting 
period on Thursday, 
March 4.

Two of  the four 
cases were reported 
in Antelope County, 
one each in Holt and Cherry 
counties.

NCDHD still encourages 
district residents to continue to 
wear masks in public places or 
where social distancing is dif-

A goal of his for many years, Todd Heithoff 
was selected as a referee for the 2021 NSAA 
Girls State Basketball Tournament. Photo 
submitted

PJCC, EHS speech team 
members qualify for State

Kaylee Ramold (foreground) and Skylar Reestman (back-
ground) were among the Pope John speech students who per-
formed at their Speech Night held Monday night in the school 
library. For more photos, turn to Page 12. E-R photo/DMorgan

PJCC speech students show skills

NEWMAN GROVE — All 
those hours of  practice paid off  
for a number of  Pope John and 
Elgin High students who, by 
virtue of  their performances, 
qualified for state.

Competing Tuesday in the 
District D2-2 competition 
held at Newman Grove Public 
Schools, PJCC finished sec-
ond and EHS placed third in 
the team standings. Riverside 
placed first.

Medalists Tuesday were (SQ 
denotes state qualifier):
Elgin High School
• William Heilhecker, 1st place 
Entertainment SQ
• Theanna Dunn and William 
Heilhecker, 2nd place Duet SQ

• Baylee Busteed, Theanna 
Dunn, William Heilhecker, 
Jack Wemhoff  and Austin 
Good, 2nd place OID SQ
• Jack Wemhoff  and Austin 
Good, 4th place Duet
• Brenna Martinsen, Ethan 
Hinkle, Corbin Kinney, Dave 
Durre and Keyera Eisenhauer, 
5th place OID
• Jordan Lindgren, 5th place 
Informative
• Corbin Kinney, 6th place 
Humorous
Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic 
• Skylar Reestman, 1st place 
Serious Prose SQ
• Linus Borer, 1st place 
Extemporaneous SQ
• Skylar Reestman, Kaylee 
Ramold, Emma Mlnarik and 
Allyson Selting, 1st place OID 
SQ
• Emma Lea Ruterbories, 2nd 
place Poetry SQ
• Allyson Selting, 3rd place 
Entertainment SQ
• Jack Barlow, 3rd place 
Humorous SQ
• Linus Borer, Cale Kinney, 
Brooklyn Meis, Skyler Meis 
and Matthew Dilly, 3rd place 
OID SQ
• Samuel Hemenway, 5th place 
Entertainment
• Emma Lea Ruterbories and 
Ellie Ruterbories, 5th place 
Duet

Next up for qualifiers will 
be the state meet on Thursday, 
March 19, at Kearney High 
School. See photos on Page 7.

COVID cases on
downward trend
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 41 Senator
Tom Briese

mescher 2x2

The legislature has wrapped 
up most committee hearings, 
and began half-day floor debate 
this week. 

Full-day floor debate will 
begin next week. In the mean-
time, committees are voting on 
which bills will be moved on to 

general 
file. 

By the 
time you 
read this, 
most 
priority 
designa-
tions will 
have 
been an-
nounced. 
The 
determi-
nation by 
individu-
al sena-
tors, com-
mittees, 
and the 
speaker 
as to 

which bills get a priority desig-
nation is extremely important, 
as bills without a priority des-
ignation will likely not reach 
the legislative floor for debate. 

Each senator gets one indi-
vidual priority designation, 
each standing committee gets 
two, and the speaker gets 25. 

Needless to say, there has 
been considerable behind-the-
scenes discussions on the issue 
of  priority designations.

As chair of  the General 
Affairs committee, I’ve desig-
nated two committee priorities. 

One is a package of  alcohol 
related bills designed to help 
our small businesses recover 
from the impact of  the pan-
demic. 

The other committee prior-
ity is a package of  my LB 560 
amended into my LB 561. 

The amended LB 561 recog-
nizes that when Nebraskans 
overwhelmingly approved 
games of  chance at racetrack 
casinos and the property tax 
relief  it will provide, they ap-
proved sports betting. 

It further sets some parame-
ters and limitations around the 
operation of  those casinos.

Negotiations are ongoing to 
get additional bills to the floor. 
Senator Geist has prioritized 
my LB 408, which limits prop-
erty tax increases to no more 
than three percent annually. As 
a result, LB 408 will be debated 
on the floor of  the legislature, 
most likely sooner rather than 
later. 

I will be announcing my per-
sonal priority this week. One 
of  several bills I will try to get 
to the floor is my LB 79, which 
would provide additional dol-
lars to the Property Tax Credit 
Fund. 

Another bill that needs to get 
to the floor is my LB 139, which 
would provide covid-related 
liability protections for our 
business, education, and health 
care community, along with 
everyone else. 

I will be working to get these 
and other bills to the floor. The 
next couple of  days will deter-
mine how it all plays out. 

Additionally, I’m happy to an-
nounce that my bill to expand 
tuition credits to members of  
the military reserves, LB 4, 
was advanced to final reading 
last week. That means that it 
has passed two of  the three 
necessary rounds of  voting 
before heading to the Governor 
for his signature. 

If  passed, it would take effect 
90 days after the end of  the 
2021 Legislative session.

As always, you can reach me 
at tbriese@leg.ne.gov or by 
calling (402)471-2631. 

Senators moving forward as 
committee hearing wind down

The mobile food pantry, 
sponsored by the Neligh Unit-
ed Methodist Church as well 
as various other churches, 
individuals, and businesses 
in the area, will be dispersing 
food on Tuesday afternoon, 
March 16.

Hours will be from 3-5 
p.m. on the east side of  the 
American Legion Club here in 
Neligh.  

Organizer Jeanie Juracek 
said cars will park on the west 
side of  the Legion Club in the 

Date set for March Antelope
County mobile food pantry

blocked off  street.  
Juracek said Food Bank for 

the Heartland  has requested 
we collect the total number of  
households served as well as 
the ages of  household mem-
bers in the following groups: 
ages 0-18, ages 19-64, and age 
65+.  

Volunteers will go car to car 
and collect that information 
from you.  

lt will still be held outside 
using a drive-up delivery 
where recipients will remain 
in their vehicles and volun-
teers will load the food for 
them.   

Any weather related can-
cellations will be sent to the 
Norfolk radio stations, KBRX 
and the area newspapers.  

It Pays To
Advertise!
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

Born in Fremont, he grew up to have a passion for hunting. The most important thing in his life was his children.

Next up in our exploring diets series, 
we have the currently-popular keto diet.

Keto isn’t new; there are indigenous 
peoples who have eaten a keto template 
for years, and it was also popularized in 
the 1990s by Dr. Adkins.

In the most basic sense, a keto ap-
proach is one that is high in fat, mod-
erate in protein, and very low in carb 
intake. The goal is for the body to switch 
from using sugar (glucose) for fuel and 

start to utilize fat 
for fuel via the 
process of  mak-
ing ketones with 
ketosis.

With that in 
mind, a keto ap-
proach focuses on 
eating the following 
foods: 

• Meat 
• Eggs 
• Seafood 
• Protein pow-

ders/bars/shakes 
(most likely artifi-
cially sweetened) 

• Fats such as avo-
cado, olives, or oils 
from those foods 

• Coconut prod-
ucts 

• Nuts & seeds 
• Nut & seed butters 
• Real butter/ghee 
• Animal fats like tallow or lard 
• Low-carb products to resemble grain-

based foods (bread, crackers, etc) 
• Artificial sweeteners 
• Artificially sweetened drinks 
• Some vegetables 
• Dairy 
And avoids the following foods: 
• Most fruit 
• Starchy veggies 
• Grains 
• Grain based products like bread, 

crackers, pasta, etc 
• Rice, oats, etc 

• Sweeteners such as raw honey or 
dates 

• Sweeteners such as cane sugar or 
HFCS 

Now there are several factors that will 
determine whether or not the keto diet 
is right for you. Having tried it myself, 
it really needs to be something that you 
consider completely before just jumping 
right in.

If  you are someone who does not digest 
fat super well, like those who do not have 
a gallbladder, have a family history of  
gallbladder issues, or have liver dysfunc-
tion (the liver makes bile which is stored 
in the gallbladder), you will not do well 
with a keto approach as your body will 
not be able to breakdown and utilize the 
fats you are eating properly.

If  you are someone like me who strug-
gles with fatty acid oxidation, which I 
found via the Organic Acids Test from 
Great Plains, a keto diet will not work 
for you. Basically, this means that I have 
a fat metabolism disorder that causes an 
inability to produce the right amount of  
enzymes needed to break down fats. This 
also ties in with the point above.

Lastly, if  you are a cycling female, you 
are more likely to not tolerate keto as 
well as a male or menopausal female. 
Simply put, when you have more hor-
mones to manage and deal with on a 
regular, cyclical basis, anything that 
might stress them out in any way (going 
to low carb for instance) will not be ideal. 
This also goes for those people who are 
extremely stressed, anxious, and over-
whelmed. Sometimes removing all the 
carbs (removing the processed/refined 
ones is fine) make the problem worse.

With that being said, when can keto be 
helpful:

If  you are a relatively healthy male or 
menopausal female who has no major 
health issues and hasn’t struggled with 
hormone imbalances or large amounts of  
stress in their lives (for those few people 
that actually fall into this category).

Anyone with a neurological or epilep-

tic disorder, especially in children, will 
benefit as the ketones produced when in 
ketosis have been proven to be beneficial 
for brain health in those instances.

For anyone with insulin resistance, 
a semi-keto approach might not hurt to 
try, as we work to reduce carb intake and 
start to manage blood sugar.

When experimenting with keto, it is 
important to keep the following in mind:

1. You must optimize digestion, espe-
cially fat digestion, FIRST. If  not, you 
will not see any of  the benefits of  the 
keto diet. This means addressing the 
north to south digestive process and 
considering the health of  your liver and 
gallbladder.

2. There is still a thing as too much fat; 
we want to focus on eating lots of  real, 
whole foods centered around animal 
protein, non-starchy veggies, and then 
healthy fats. But it doesn’t mean you 
need to add 1/4 cup a butter to every 
meal.

3. You can (and must) eat vegetables on 
the keto diet. 

4. Quality is still key when choosing 
foods, so avoiding artificial sweeteners 
or other keto concoctions is going to help 
you in the long run, rather than help you 
stay “keto.”

5. Don’t try and muster through weeks 
of  struggling and cravings with the keto 
approach. If  you aren’t feeling like it is 
working and a manageable approach for 
you after about 2 weeks, it likely isn’t for 
you.

6. Lastly, make sure your electrolyte 
balance hasn’t been swayed too much 
(which can cause symptoms like those 
above). Adding a pinch of  sea salt to your 
water can help with this throughout your 
keto experiment.

When it’s all said and done, the keto 
diet may sound nice and trendy, but in 
actuality, a modified version that still 
includes fruits and vegetables alongside 
of  healthy fat and animal protein is gen-
erally ideal for most people rather than a 
head-first dive into strict keto.

Several factors to consider before starting keto diet

By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

Due to COVID-19, last year’s spring events were  cancelled. 
Kids missed out on school, golf, track, graduation, and so 
much more. However, this year, the student at Pope John are 
able to finish what they had started last year, their annual 
musical.

Started by Rachel Becker last year, this year’s music 
teacher and musical director Christiana Koeppe, along 
with the cast and crew, will be presenting the musical 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie.” 

It is based during the roaring 1920’s, a time period of  
prohibition, the jazz age, economic prosperity, and a 
revolutionary time for carefree living, especially for women. 
In this story we follow Millie, played by junior Trista 
Hemingway, a feisty modern woman who moves to the 
big apple, New York City. There she meets Jimmy, played 
by sophomore Linus Borer, whom she grows very fond of. 
However, she is determined to find a job as a secretary and 
marry her wealthy employer, Trevor Graydon, played by 
sophomore Carter Beckman. Other characters of  note in the 
musical are Dorothy, played by Emma Mlnarik; Mrs. Meers, 
played by senior Allyson Selting; and Mussy, played by 
senior Skylar Reestman.

Thoroughly Modern Millie is a fun, romantic, mysterious 
musical filled with a talented cast of  Pope John students; 
vibrant music, a dazzling set, breakout dance numbers, and 
so much more. 

The students at  Pope John have been working hard and 
cannot wait to perform for the public.

The musical will be performed at St. Boniface gymnasium 
on April 16 and April 17, starting at 7 p.m.

ficult as well as practice social 
distancing while out in public.

An update of  the district vac-
cinations administered can be 
found here below:

• 13,183 vaccinations admin-
istered

• 8,328 first dose in series 
administered

• 4,907 second dose in series 
administered

• 13.81 percent of  the popula-

From Page One
COVID

PJCC musical to be in April

tion 16 and older completing 
vaccination series

Case count update as of  
Monday, March 8 shows 4,273 
Total Cases, 3,295 Recoveries, 
72 Deaths and 27 new cases 
reported in the last 14 days. 

Here in Antelope County, 
total cases are 555 with 430 re-
coveries and just seven deaths.

Knox County has the most 
cases with 1,109 with 801 recov-
eries and 13 deaths. 

By Madeleine Grant
Nebraska News Service

LINCOLN — Marijuana 
legalization continues to face 
hurdles from bill language 
technicalities and fiercely 
opposed law enforcement. 
However, this has not stopped 
Nebraska state senators from 
introducing marijuana bills 
during this legislative session. 
On Feb. 19, the Judiciary Com-
mittee heard a proposed consti-
tutional amendment relating to 
marijuana decriminalization 
and recreational use: LR2CA.

Sen. Justin Wayne of  Omaha 
proposed LR2CA, a constitu-
tional amendment that would 
place legalization of  recre-
ational marijuana use on the 
November 2022 general elec-
tion ballot. 

If  Nebraskans vote to ap-
prove, the Legislature would 
form and enact laws regulating 
the sale of  marijuana for those 
21 years old and older. 

“This is not saying whether 
you endorse recreational mari-
juana or not, you’re saying let 
the people decide,” Wayne said. 
“It gives a chance for the voters 
to decide whether we should 
legalize marijuana for those 
who are 21 years and older.”

Wayne has previously 
worked with Sen. Anna Wis-
hart of  Lincoln and Sen. Adam 
Morfeld of  Lincoln to push 
medical marijuana legislation. 
Wishart and Morfeld, co-chairs 
of  Nebraskans for Medical 
Marijuana, are long-time pro-
ponents of  medical marijuana 
legislation.

In July 2020, Nebraskans for 
Medical Marijuana collected 
over 182,000 signatures to put 
medical marijuana on the 2020 
election ballot, despite COVID-
19-related obstacles. 

The Nebraska Supreme 
Court ruled 5-2 that the ballot 
issue violated a single-subject 
requirement for a constitu-
tional amendment, and the bill 
was disqualified. During this 
legislative session, Wishart 
introduced LB474 in another 
attempt to legalize medical 
marijuana.  

Arizona, Montana, New 
Jersey and neighboring South 
Dakota voted to legalize 
marijuana last election. On 
Nov. 3, 54% of  South Dakota 
voters approved a constitu-
tional amendment that legal-
izes recreational and medical 
marijuana. Similar to the 
Nebraska Supreme Court case, 
a circuit judge later found that 
the amendment violated the 
single-subject rule. Sponsors 
of  the measure will file an 
appeal with the South Dakota 
Supreme Court.

Undeterred by these past 
setbacks for marijuana legisla-
tion, Wayne said “it’s time to 
go recreational.”

“It’s going to happen sooner 
or later; the feds are moving 
in that direction,” he said. “I 

Marijuana amendment sparks
controversy in legislature

think it’s better for Nebraska 
businesses and Nebraska 
people to be involved in the 
process and start the business-
es in Nebraska versus from the 
conglomerates coming in and 
taking over.”

Joe Nigro, speaking on be-
half  of  the Nebraska Criminal 
Defense Attorneys Association, 
supported LR2CA. Nigro said 
the resolution is an important 
step in ending the “failed war 
on drugs” that originated dur-
ing former President Richard 
Nixon’s administration.

“This has been particularly 
devastating on people of  color. 
Nowhere is this more appar-
ent than with marijuana,” 
Nigro said during the hearing. 
“Besides the consequences of  
criminal penalties for pos-
session, conviction can affect 
eligibility for federal student 
loans, federal housing and loss 
of  immigration status.”

According to a study con-
ducted by the ACLU of  Nebras-
ka in 2018, Black people were 
three times more likely to be 
arrested for marijuana posses-
sion in Nebraska even though 
Black and white people use 
marijuana at similar rates.

Opponents included Dr. Gary 
Anthone, chief  medical officer 
for the Nebraska Department 
of  Health and Human Services 
Division of  Public Health. 
Anthone said there needs to 
be more scientific evidence 
on how the active ingredient 
in marijuana, THC, affects 
human development and U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
approval before legalizing this 
drug.

“Permitting marijuana use 
for any purpose poses an in-
creased risk to the health and 
safety of  Nebraskans by expos-
ing them to a drug that does 
not meet the strict standards 
set by the U.S. FDA,” he said.

Gov. Pete Ricketts is also a 
vocal opponent of  legalizing 
marijuana in Nebraska. 

In a Feb. 23 press statement, 
Ricketts compared the mari-
juana industry to “Big Tobac-
co” and urged Nebraskans “to 
be steadfast in resisting their 
tactics. 

Nebraskans have common 
sense and instinctively under-
stand how this dangerous drug 
could harm our youth, our 
communities, and our econ-
omy,” Ricketts said. “While 
popular media has tried to 
reframe how the public thinks 
about marijuana, it’s impor-
tant to understand the health 
consequences and dangers of  
this drug.”
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

The Nebraska Economic Forecasting Advi-
sory Board says it anticipates the state will take 
in $204 million more in tax receipts this year 
than previously anticipated. The governor says 
that means “we can deliver even more property 
tax relief  on top of  what I had already proposed 
in my budget.”

Analysts at one think tank say the increase 
comes from a technicality of  which lawmak-
ers were warned when they passed their latest 
tax fix Band-Aid (LB1107) last session. Looking 

ahead, state revenues 
are projected to remain 
relatively flat in large 
part because of  the in-
creased cost of  the prop-
erty tax credit (relief) 
they had promised. 

Beyond the political 
rhetoric, jargon and 
speculation that always 
surrounds the revenue 
forecast and the best 
way to use the promised 
increase, just say “no.” 
Stash the money in the 
interest-bearing rainy 
day fund and see what 
post-pandemic Nebraska 
looks like a year down 
the road.

The board, which 
meets twice a year, 
provides an advi-

sory forecast of  general fund receipts that the 
Legislature uses to craft the state’s budget. 
Revenue projections for the current fiscal year 
were raised by $204 million to $5.49 billion. The 
adjustment was based on anticipated increases 
of  $95 million in individual income tax receipts, 
$65 million in sales and use tax receipts, $40 mil-
lion in corporate tax receipts and $4 million in 
miscellaneous taxes.

Governor Pete Ricketts says the forecast is 
reflective of  the fact that Nebraska’s economy 
continues to deliver great opportunities in the 
midst of  the pandemic, resulting in strong tax 
revenues. 

Renee Fry, executive director of  the OpenSky 
Policy Institute in Lincoln, warns that the rapid 
rise in the property tax credits resulted from a 
“technicality” rather than economic growth in 
the state. 

The technicality was the change in the dead-
line for the payment of  2019 income taxes from 
April to July. If  those taxes had been paid in 
April, as in normal times, the updated forecast 
would show a drop in state revenue for the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Lawmakers passed LB 1107 last year with the 
understanding that the income tax credit it cre-

ated would increase in its initial years only if  
the economy grows. The forecast highlights that 
the credit instead will grow due to a technicality 
rather than because of  economic growth, which 
subverts the fiscal guardrails that lawmakers 
agreed upon in passing the bill. 

The measure passed into law in August allows 
property owners to receive refundable income 
tax credits to offset a portion of  the school 
property taxes paid. The credits are starting out 
at $125 million this year. The law determines the 
credit total in future years based on growth in 
state tax revenue and the size of  the state’s cash 
reserve.

If  revenues remain flat in large part because 
of  the cost of  the credit, the state could be 
forced to look at cutting funding for services 
like schools, roads and health care, which are 
essential to the state and its economy.

The Governor says that we can reduce the 
property tax burden and still achieve other key 
priorities, including expanding educational 
opportunities and protecting public safety.  His 
budget proposes the state invest a record-high 
amount of  aid—$1.1 billion—to schools in each 
of  the next two fiscal years.  That includes $4 
million in K-12 Opportunity Scholarships to 

give more students from low-income families 
the opportunity to attend private schools.  The 
budget also recommends a $3 million invest-
ment in the textbook loan program for private 
school students.  

State Sen. Anna Wishart of  Lincoln, vice 
chair of  the Appropriations Committee, wel-
comed the new forecast, saying it will make it 
possible to rebuild the state’s cash reserve. The 
reserve, also known as the state’s “rainy day 
fund,” had dropped to $333.5 million in 2019, 
after a couple of  years in which state revenue 
slowed.

Jessica Shelburn, state director of  the Koch 
Brothers-funded conservative political ac-
tion group, Americans for Prosperity, says the 
Legislature’s priority should be ensuring that 
the state has a healthy cash reserve and reform-
ing the state’s tax code to allow for a stronger 
economic comeback.

I agree with strengthening the cash reserve 
and reforming the state tax code. 

For now, let’s just save the money. Please..
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska
government and politics since 1979. He 

has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Be careful with the increased revenue forecast
I first met Andy Hoffman at a chili cook 

off  in Butte, Nebraska, in October of  2004. 
I was running for my first term in the 
Nebraska Legislature. I was walking from 
group to group, talking with the cooks and 
tasting their chili, when I came upon a 
young man in jean overalls. I introduced 
myself, and we ended up talking for over 
30 minutes.

Actually, it would be more accurate to 
say he “grilled” me for over 30 minutes 
with a smile on his face. He was kind, and 
he later became a supporter and a dear 
friend.

We stayed in touch during my eight 
years in the Unicameral. Never one to 
keep strongly held opinions to himself, 
Andy would call me every now and then 
to tell me how he felt about bills in the 
Legislature. 

When I decided to run for U.S. Senate, 
I asked him to serve as one of  my county 
chairs.

Andy agreed. But a few weeks later, his 
son Jack was diagnosed with brain cancer. 

Jack was just five 
years old at the time.

Andy and his wife, 
Bri, had their lives 
turned upside down. 
But instead of  giving 
up, they supported 
Jack every step of  
the way as he fought 
cancer. And they 
started the Team 
Jack Foundation 
in his honor, which 
helps fund pediat-
ric brain cancer 
research and raise 
awareness about this 
terrible disease.

Andy spent the 
years since Jack’s 
diagnosis traveling 
the country and ap-

pearing on national television, where he 
spoke about how important this funding is 
for children like Jack.

Like most Nebraskans, Jack loves Husk-
er football. In 2013, his favorite player, Rex 
Burkhead, invited him to join the team for 
their annual spring game. 

Jack won Best Moment at the ESPY 
Awards that year when he ran 69 yards for 
a fourth-quarter touchdown and into the 
hearts of  millions of  people around the 
world. Sports Illustrated even made him 
one of  their five nominees for Sportsman 
of  the Year. 

Jack and Rex were kind enough to sign 
their jerseys for me, and I still have them 
hanging in my office today.

To recognize the Hoffman family’s 
heroic efforts, I was pleased to work with 
the White House to arrange an Oval Office 
visit with President Obama for Jack and 
the Hoffmans. 

And at that same time, I led a U.S. Sen-
ate resolution making Jack’s birthday, 
September 26, National Pediatric Brain 
Cancer Awareness Day.

Andy was relentless in bringing atten-
tion to this disease. 

Under Andy’s leadership, Team Jack has 
raised over $8.4 million to help make sure 
no child has to go through what Jack has. 
He even published a book last year, Yards 
After Contact, about Jack’s fight. 

Andy led a successful law practice with 
offices in Atkinson, O’Neill, and Central 
City. 

He was also a passionate runner, even 
qualifying for the Boston Marathon in 
2014. 

And he was especially fond of  hunting, 
fishing, and spending all the time he could 
outdoors.

Andy passed away on March 1, at age 42, 
after his own hard-fought battle with glio-
blastoma, an extremely aggressive type of  
brain cancer. 

Our state lost a remarkable Nebraskan. 
His wife, Bri, and three children, Jack, 
Ava, and Reese, lost a loving husband and 
father, and Bruce and I lost a wonderful 
friend.

We’re heartbroken that Andy is gone, 
but we take comfort in the fact that his 
legacy will live on through the incredible 
work of  the Team Jack Foundation.

The world is a better place today be-
cause of  Andy’s life. 

At the end of  the day, I think that’s all 
that any of  us can ask for.

I ask that you join me in honoring 
Andy’s life. 

Please keep the Hoffman family in your 
prayers. 

The remarkable life
of Andy Hoffman

By Andrew Ellsworth, M.D.
Do you know anyone who had influenza this 

past year? Chances are you do not. Sure, plenty 
of  people had the “stomach flu” with vomiting 
and diarrhea, otherwise known as gastroenteri-
tis. 

Some people had colds and others had CO-
VID-19. 

But cases of  influenza this season have been 
exceptionally low.

Starting a year ago, when someone came to 
my clinic with symptoms of  influenza, includ-
ing fevers, chills, muscle aches, or respiratory 

symptoms, we 
tested for both 
COVID-19 and for 
influenza. 

At first, every 
COVID-19 test 
was negative 
while many 
influenza tests 

were positive. However, with social distancing, 
mask wearing, washing hands, and people stay-
ing home when they were sick, influenza cases 
plummeted faster than I have ever seen. And 
this phenomenon was not isolated to my clinic. 

According to the CDC, data shows influenza 
virus circulation in the United States declined 
sharply within two weeks of  the COVID-19 
emergency declaration and widespread imple-
mentation of  community mitigation measures, 
including school closures, social distancing, and 
mask wearing, although the exact timing varied 
by location.

Final totals for the current 2020-2021 season 
will not be available for a few months. 

However, we know that influenza virus activ-

Influenza rare this season
ity throughout the United States has largely 
remained rare or sporadic for this entire in-
fluenza season, despite even more testing than 
previous years. For example, by early February, 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, had 
run ten times more influenza tests this season 
than last season, and they were all negative. 

Over the last decade, influenza claimed tens 
of  thousands of  deaths annually in the United 
States. 

The worst season was 2017-2018 when 61,000 
people died, and the fewest deaths occurred in 
2011-2012 when 12,000 people died. 

During this past year, COVID-19 claimed the 
lives of  more than 500,000 people in our country. 
COVID-19 still managed to thrive even while in-
fluenza withered. The biggest reason is because 
COVID-19 is more contagious than influenza. 
Vaccinations and past immunity to influenza 
also help reduce its occurrence. 

We cannot stress how important and helpful 
everyone’s efforts over this last year have been 
toward keeping the numbers of  COVID-19 down 
as much as we could to “flatten the curve” and 
trying to avoid a catastrophe with everyone 
getting sick at once. We are not out of  the woods 
yet, but we are getting closer. As far as influenza 
goes, washing our hands, staying home when 
sick, social distancing, and wearing masks have 
drastically helped minimize the spread. 

Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. is part of  The Prairie 
Doc® team of  physicians and currently practices 

family medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. For 
free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® 

library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow 
Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with 

the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show streamed 
most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.        

March 6th marks one year since the first 
positive case of  coronavirus was confirmed 
in Nebraska.  Over the past year, it’s been an 
all-hands-on-deck effort to protect hospital 
capacity, support our healthcare workers, and 
help keep Nebraskans healthy.  We continue 
to see encouraging trends in our fight against 

Controlling spending for property tax relief
the coronavirus.  During the past week, the 
number of  coronavirus-related hospitalizations 
has been at its lowest point in over six months.  
And by the latest measures, over a quarter-mil-
lion Nebraskans have now received their initial 
dose of  vaccine.

Throughout the pandemic, Nebraska has 

struck a balance between slowing the spread 
of  the virus, while helping people lead a more 
normal life.  We kept businesses open instead 
of  imposing a strict lockdown.  We engaged 
faith communities to find ways for them to join 
together and worship.  We worked hard to put 
protocols in place so that students could return 
to school.  These efforts helped people stay con-
nected, while minimizing disruptions to Ne-
braskans’ livelihoods and educations.

Through it all, we’ve been working to grow op-
portunities and keep our state moving forward.  
We’ve created an environment where existing 

businesses like Scoular 
and Becton Dickinson 
have chosen to expand 
and where major compa-
nies like Amazon have 
made new investments.  
We’ve also made it pos-
sible for Main Street to 
thrive, ranking among 
the best states in America 
for small business perfor-
mance during 2020.  These 
successes have helped us 
achieve the nation’s low-
est unemployment rate 
for five months in a row.

According to the 
University of  Nebraska 
Bureau of  Business 
Research (NU-BBR), the 
future looks bright.  On 
February 24th, NU-BBR 

reported that Nebraska’s leading economic indi-
cator—which predicts near-term trends—has 
risen for the fourth consecutive month.  “The 
rising indicator provides another signal that 
economic growth will be solid in Nebraska 
through mid-2021,” said Dr. Eric Thompson, 
director of  NU-BBR.  Dr. Thompson relayed 
encouraging data from state businesses, noting 
that “respondents to the January Survey of  Ne-
braska Business reported plans to expand sales 
and employment over the next six months.”

Nebraska’s economy continues to deliver 
great opportunities in the midst of  the pan-

See RICKETTS, Page Five
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Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
March 2, 1961

Mrs. Greg Paper this week received 12 square 
yards of  nylon carpeting as the first place award 
in a 4-line jingle contest which she entered in 
December. The estimated value of  the carpet is 
$132.

A party Sunday evening in the home of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry J. Beckman in Norfolk honored 
them on the occasion of  their 45th wedding 
anniversary. The party was attended by many 
Elgin residents including Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Starman.

Mr. and Mrs. Dallmont Erickson were honored 
at Nebraska’s outstanding Angus breeders of  
1960 at the annual banquet of  the Nebraska 
Angus Association in Columbus last week.

The monthly meeting of  the Beaver Valley 
Womans Club was held at the Phillip Pelster 
home last week, according to Lois Schrunk. The 
lesson, “Hand Laundry by Machine,” was given 
by Mrs. John Koinzan.

Leo Beelart and “Sam” Wilgocki have opened 
a motorcycle agency here and will handle 
American and English cycles. The business will 
operate under the name of  B & W Cycle Shop.   
Fifty Years Ago
March 4, 1971 

Korene Erickson of  Elgin was elected first 
vice president of  the Nebraska Junior Angus 
Association at their annual meeting held in 
Grand Island.

Pope John High School has scheduled a Black 
Studies Day for March 8. This special activities 

day is designed to present students with a 
wider idea of  prejudice. Approximately eight 
discussion sessions concerning such topics 
as “Black Revolution, Black Culture, and the 
Church relating to Blacks” have been set up. 
Special guests of  the day will be 12 students 
from Dominican High School in Omaha.

From the “Echoes” column published weekly 
in The Elgin Review — “Inflation has made it 
a durn sight easier to carry home $10 worth of  
croceries.”

The following players lettered in basketball 
for EHS this season. They were seniors Bruce 
Anderson, Rich Kinney, Dave Uhrenbholdt, Dave 
Currie, Chuck Schmidt and Rick Miller; juniors 
Reuben Bergman and Dave Miller; sophomores 
Dean Bly, Al Buffington and Roger Reestman; 
and freshmen Scott Beckman and Dennis Blair.
Thirty Years Ago
March 6, 1991

A total of  nearly $3,000 has been donated to 
the Elgin Rescue Squad’s Defibrillator Fund 
Drive.

The Elgin City Council, at the request of  
Police Chief  Bob Moore, will consider a new 
ordinance that would require removal of  
vicious dogs from the city limits.

A total of  29 booths have already been 
reserved for Elgin’s Home/Products Show to be 
held April 13-14.

Cast selections have been made for the Elgin 
Community Playhouse production “Run for 
Your Wife.” The lead role of  John, the taxi-cab 
driver with two wives will be played by Alan 

Reicks. The two wives will be played by Cheryl 
Hylden and Bonnie Haddix. Other cast members 
are Alvin Hoefer, Ken Peters, Gary Hoefer, Millie 
Mundorf  and Jeanine Jochum.

Gary Hawkins, 29, a native of  Clarkson, has 
been named the new postmaster at the Elgin 
Post Office. 
Twenty Years Ago
March 8, 2001

Pope John XXIII Central Catholic has 
announced the cast for its spring musical, 
Godspell. Senior Casey Stokes will play the part 
of  Jesus in this year’s show. Playing the part 
of  John the Baptist/Judas is junior Andrea 
Stearns.

A total of  10 students from Elgin High and 
nine from Pope John were recently named to 
the Niobrara Valley Conference Principals’ 
Academic Team for the 2000/2001 school year. 
EHS selections were Sharilyn Childers, Melodie 
Koenig, Shanna Koenig, Thomas Morrison, 
Tonya Koinzan, Kristen Blair, Katie Miller, Luke 
Siems, Kris Hoefer and Aaron Jensen. Selected 
from PJCC were Dustin Bode, Tyson Dinslage, 
Rachel Stuhr, Sarah Tagel, Abbey Schindler, 
Abby Dwyer, Matthew Bode, Matthew Beckman 
and Jennifer Moser.

The mortgage of  the Elgin United Methodist 
Church is burned by Bishop Rhymes J.Moncure, 
Jr. during a service outside the church last 
Sunday.

Elementary students and teachers at Elgin 
Public Schools celebrated the birthday of  noted 
children’s author Dr. Suess with a variety of  

Tyler Reestman, fourth grader at Elgin Pub-
lic Schools, reads a book with his mother Joyce, 
during the Dr. Seuss Birthday celebration held 20 
years ago. E-R file photo

demic, resulting in strong tax 
revenues.  

Last Friday, the Nebraska 
Economic Forecasting Advi-
sory Board voted to increase 
the State’s projected revenues 
by $462 million.  

The increased forecast gives 
the State the opportunity to 
continue controlling spending, 
so we can deliver even more 
property tax relief  for the 
people of  Nebraska.

This session, the Legislature 
will debate and pass the next 
two-year budget for the State of  
Nebraska.  

My budget recommendation 

activities last Friday. 
As a thank you to their many customers, 

Total Image Salon is holding a week-long open 
house in honor of  their 10th anniversary. 

By Dennis Morgan

From Page Four
Ricketts

controls spending by limiting 
the average annual rate of  
growth to 1.5%.

My top priority continues to 
be property tax relief.  Proper-
ty taxes have been increasing 
faster than Nebraska’s families 
can afford.  

By controlling spending in 
the context of  strong revenue 
growth, the Legislature can 
deliver significant property tax 
relief  to Nebraska families.  In 
January, my budget proposed 
$1.36 billion in relief  over the 
next two years.  With the new 
and improved forecast, the 
Legislature is now positioned 
to deliver even more property 

tax relief.
While we reduce the property 

tax burden, we will still achieve 
other key priorities, including 
expanding educational oppor-
tunities and protecting public 
safety.  

I’m proposing for the State 
to invest a record-high amount 
of  aid—$1.1 billion—in schools 
in each of  the next two fiscal 
years.  

Every child is unique and 
deserves the best educational 
setting for his or her needs, 
whether that’s a public school, 
private school, or homeschool.  
My budget includes $4 million 
in K-12 Opportunity Scholar-

ships to give more students 
from low-income families the 
opportunity to attend private 
schools.  

I’m also recommending a $3 
million investment in the text-
book loan program for private 
school students.  Empowering 
all Nebraska families with 
the freedom to choose the best 
educational options for their 
children is one of  the best ways 
we can help the next genera-
tion achieve their dreams.

My budget includes $12 
million for Nebraska Career 
Scholarships over the next 
two years at our community 
colleges, state colleges, and 

public universities.  I’m also 
recommending $3 million to 
expand the Career Scholarship 
program to the private colleges 
in our state.  

This will bring the total 
number of  career scholarships 
to at least 2,110 by 2023.  These 
scholarships are equipping 
Nebraska’s young adults to 
take great jobs in high-demand 
fields such as healthcare and 
manufacturing.

Our strong fiscal position 
also gives us the opportunity 
to make a critical investment 
in public safety.  The Nebraska 
State Penitentiary (NSP), 
which opened in 1869, is a 

decaying structure nearing the 
end of  its lifespan.  My budget 
proposes building a replace-
ment for the NSP in anticipa-
tion of  the current facility 
aging out of  service by the end 
of  the decade.  In the interest 
of  protecting our communi-
ties and giving our corrections 
officers a safe work environ-
ment, we must ensure that we 
have sufficient operational 
capacity to adequately manage 
our inmate population in the 
years ahead.  My plan would 
invest the initial funds needed 
to have the NSP’s modernized 
replacement completed and 
operational by 2025.
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Wow! What a weekend!
Unseasonably warm weather, 

plenty of  sunshine and very 
little wind engulfed much of  
the state, it seemed centered 
here in Northeast Nebraska.

What a welcome relief, like 
a gift from God Almighty, after 
the harsh temperatures of  just 
a few weeks ago.

Myself, my neighbors and 
everyone who had the chance, 
took the opportunity to get 

outside and bask unashamedly 
in this gift of  warm sunshine.

Myself, I grabbed the snow 
shovel and said goodbye to the 
last of  the snow on the north 
side of  the house. 

Each shovel was tossed 
forward, high into the air, to 
splash land on the driveway 
where it would melt in a matter 
of  minutes. 

The flagstand, suddenly 
visible, was quick to be 
reunited with the flagpole and 
Old’ Glory. 

Once again, our nation’s 
colors fly proudly in front of  
the house. 

Down the block, parents were 
outside with their children, 
some riding bicycles with 
training wheels, others going 
up and down the sidewalk on 
hoverboards. 

Moms and dads, some with 
strollers, made their way down 
the street. It was like someone 
suddenly opened the doors of  
every-
one’s 
homes 
and said, 
“Get out!, 
Get out!”

After 
lunch 
Saturday, 
I headed 
to the 
Antelope 
Country 
Club east 
of  Neligh 
to say 
‘hello’ 
to my 
golf  cart 
which 
has 
spent the 
winter 
months in hibernation. 

Covered by dirt and dust, it 
moved on command, backing 
out of  the stall, then forward 
out the door into a wall of  
sunshine. 

Everyone who owns a golf  
cart in Nebraska, knows the 
carts sit for four months, 
maybe five, until the weather 
warms up. Mine, and yours, is 
no exception. So, I spent maybe 
an hour cleaning the cart, 
checking the batteries, all the 
things that need to be done.

A quick drive along the edge 
of  the course, then put it back 
in the cart shed.

During that time, there’s 
a sound, an irregular sound 
every few minutes. The sound 
is a golf  ball striking the cart 
shed. 

For many, it’s the first time 
out in months and those 
picture-perfect swings aren’t 
in tune yet. “Clank” is the 
sound the balls make. As I 
come up on one group on #9, I 
point out the ball near the cart 
shed, thinking it was theirs. It 
wasn’t, it was from the group 
playing their second shots on 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

ELGIN — The Elgin Public-
Pope John boys basketball 

EPPJ Wolfpack boys’ final numbers show improvement

It may not be Spring
yet, but it feels like it

team’s 2020-2021 basketball 
season might be described in 
two words — what if ?

Final season statistics have 

been posted and they show 
the Wolfpack on the cusp of  
being one of  the best teams in 
Northeast Nebraska, but bad 

luck and inexperience held 
them back.

The Wolfpack, under the 
tutelage of  Coach Michael 

Becker who completed his fifth 
year at the helm, compiled 
a 13-13 record, reaching the 
district final before falling to 
Humphrey St. Francis 81 to 42. 
The Flyers advanced to their 
third straight state tournament 
appearance as the Wolfpack 
saw their season come to an 
end.

With just two seniors 
(reserves Jordan Lindgren and 
Layne Bullock) completing 
their eligibility, all five starters 
and top reserves will be back 
next year.

A look at the 13-13 record 
shows several things, among 
them:

• Close but no cigar — The 
Wolfpack’s first eight losses 
(which occurred between 
Dec. 4 and Jan. 22) all were 
by eight points or less. Of  the 
eight losses, three were one-
possession games (three points 
or less).

That leaves fans to wonder, 
had the team’s bad luck turned 
into good luck at the end of  
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It Pays To Advertise!
Hole #7. 

It’s March, it happens.
The next group I find is 

Austin Good, Paiton Hoefer 
and Jack Wemhoff, there to 
get in a practice round as 
they will be playing golf  for 
the Wolfpack this Spring. 
On this day, the golf  cart 
they were going to use had 
‘died.’ A look under the 
seat where the batteries are 
doesn’t solve the problem 
and the boys begin pushing 
the cart back to its stall.

The course was full of  
golfers Saturday, more came 
out Sunday when I stopped 
back to see if  my cart was 
ready for action. It soon will 
be. 

All of  Saturday’s action 
took place while two hours 
away, by car, the finals of  
the Girls State Basketball 
Tournament were being 
played at the Pinnacle 
Bank Arena. Humphrey 
St. Francis, Weeping Water 
and Elkhorn North are 
just some of  the teams that 
won state championships. 
For Elkhorn North, they 
made history winning a 
state championship in 
the school’s first year of  
existence. That’s a record 
which can only be tied, 
never beaten. They did it 
with a team of  freshmen 
and sophomores leading the 
way. 

The way their star player 
played, a freshman, they 
could be adding a few more 
trophies.

What I took away from 
the state tournament is this 
… There’s no reason the 
Wolfpack can’t be a state 
tournament team next year. 

With nearly everyone 
back, another year wiser, 
stronger and making fewer 
mistakes, and if  the injury 
bug doesn’t bite us like it 
did this year, we’re going to 
be better.

So, understand this, don’t 
plan on getting an early 
start to golf  season next 
year, because if  Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer learned 
a trick or two watching 
teams play at state, we have 
as good a shot as anyone to 
spend the first weekend of  
March 2022 in the Star City.

From Page Six
Tales

those games, how many more games could the 
Wolfpack have won? Only three of  the team’s 13 
losses were by 10 points or more.

• Winners versus losers — The young 
Wolfpack team faced a challenging schedule. 
Of  the team’s 26 games, 15 were played against 
teams which finished the year with winning 
records. The team’s biggest victory may have 
come mid-season when the Wolfpack defeated 
Stuart 55 to 39. The Broncos finished with a 13-8 
record. Others might say the subdistrict final 
victory over Spalding Academy was their best 
win. The Shamrocks (10-10) were defeated by a 
score of  67 to 54.
Individual statistics

A look at individual statistics shows a number 
of  players had standout season.

Leading scorer — Junior Colton Wright led 
the team in scoring, averaging 12.7 points per 
game (PPG). Sophomore Paiton Hoefer averaged 
11.8 PPG.

Three-point shooters — Hoefer led the team 
with 33 made treys (33/131). Sophomore Austin 
Good made 22 treys (22/100) and Jack Wemhoff  
made 21 treys (21/62).

Two-point baskets — Wright easily led the 
team in two-point baskets (137/229), connecting 
on 60 percent of  his field goal attempts. Hoefer 
was second with 69 made two-pointers (69/171). 
Tops in field goal percentage (minimum 50 field 
goal attempts) was freshman Blake Henn at 61 
percent (52/85).

From the line — The Wolfpack made 54 
percent of  their free throws during the season 
(239/442). Using a minimum of  50 free throws 
attempted, Hoefer led the team in made free 
throw percentage at 66 percent (71/107). 
Wemhoff  was 41 of  65 (63 percent).

Rebounds — Wright led the team in offensive 
rebounds (97), defensive rebounds (151) and total 

From Page Six
EPPJ

rebounds (249). Freshman Nick Anderson was 
second in total rebounds with 123, Hoefer had 
118.

Assists & steals — Wemhoff  led the team in 
assists with 122. Wright was tops in steals with 
45 and also blocked shots (30).

 

Flying through the air on the way to the basket, 
Jack Wemhoff led the team in assists with 122 and 
was second in free throw percentage.

Paiton Hoefer was a scoring threat inside and out-
side for the Wolfpack. He led the team in treys with 
33 and was second in scoring with 11.8 PPG.

Colton Wright led the Wolfpack in scoring, re-
bounds, field goal percentage, steals and blocked 
shots. E-R photos/DMorgan

Shop at Home!

Five members of the Elgin Public School speech team, by virtue of their performance Tuesday, March 9 
at the D2-2 District Meet at Newman Grove, are headed to State! Scheduled to compete Thursday, March 
18, are, l-r: Baylee Busteed, Theanna Dunn, William Heilhecker, Jack Wemhoff and Austin Good. The 
team is coached by Stacy Schumake Henn and Jessie Reestman. E-R photo/JReestman

EPS state speech qualifiersPJCC state speech qualifiers
Eleven members of the Pope John speech team have qualified for the state speech meet competition 
next week. Competing Tuesday, March 9, at the D2-2 meet at Newman Grove, earning a trip to state 
were, front row, l-r: Emma Mlnarik, Skylar Reestman, Emma Lea Ruterbories, Allyson Selting and Kaylee 
Ramold. Back row: Jack Barlow, Matthew Dilly, Linus Borer, Cale Kinney, Brooklyn Meis and Skyler Meis. 
The team is coached by Amy Klein. E-R photo/JReestman



Court News
All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
Jorge J. Zuniga, Neligh, NE 

12/31/2020 possess marijuana 
1 oz or less-1st off/littering-
1st off/possess or use drug 
paraphernalia, fined $500 - 
Wright.
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: R&T Ag, L.L.C. the 
address of the designated 
office is: 83661 515th Avenue, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all 
lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 

organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on February 22, 2021 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 

agreement duly approved by its 
members.

R&T AG, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein
Doerr & Klein, P.C. P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: February 24, March 3 
and 10, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — R&T AG, L.L.C.

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, March 15: Taco 
bake, Spanish rice, corn 
casserole, pears, bread 
pudding, milk.

Tuesday, March 16: Beef  
noodle soup, celery and 
carrots, cucumber salad, 
fruit cocktail, grilled 
cheese, milk.

Wednesday, March 17: 
Corned beef, cabbage, 
carrots, potato pearls, lime 
Jello cake, whole wheat/
white bread, milk.

Thursday, March 18: 
Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, pineapple, 
roll, milk.

Friday, March 19: Fish 
sandwich w/bun or 
chicken patty, coleslaw, 
mac & cheese, carrots, 
milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

March 1, 2021
The Elgin City Council met 

in regular session on Monday, 
March 1, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., pur-
suant to posted notice. Mayor 
Schmitt called the meeting to or-
der, and announced the location 
of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present were 
Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson and 
Duane Miller. Craig Niewohner 
participated via phone.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• February regular meet-
ing minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
102.72; Great Plains Commu-
nications, se, 55.23; Prudential, 
retirement, 585.65; US Trea-
sury, tax, 2692.66; APPEARA, 
su, 49.01; Bank of Elgin, ins, 
2250.00; Black Hill Energy, se, 
208.68; Brenda Reikofski, se, 
91.00; Fizgerald, Vetter, Tem-
ple, Bartell and Henderson, 
se, 399.00; Deans Market, su, 
15.04; The Elgin Review, print, 
347.25; Google, se, 12.00; Pay-
roll, 1886.91

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
2944.85

STREET: ERPPD, se, 952.28; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.27; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 595.27; 
Hometown Station, su, 300.32; 
SappBros, su, 340.76; Barco 
Municipal Products, su, 250.00; 
Brandon Henn, se, 63.00; To 
Paving Fund, se, 2000.00; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 124.87; Payroll, 

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
1512.97

WATER: ERPPD, se, 775.61; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.28; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 47.41; NE Public Health Lab, 
test, 706.00; Elgin One Stop, 
su, 37.76; Sargent Drilling, se, 
24771.41; Midwest Electrical 
Services, rpr, 1578.00; US Post 
Office, su, 136.45; NE Dept of 
Revenue, tax, 1683.23; To Brent 
Tenopir Acct, on acct, 100.00; 
Payroll, 3025.98

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 981.34; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.93; Midwest Labs, test, 
179.05; US Post Office, su, 
55.00; NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 
612.03; Payroll, 1163.04

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 168.84; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 59.33; APPEARA, su, 49.02; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 406.60

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 4833.00; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 62.02; NE 
Dept of Health & Human Ser-
vices, license, 40.00; Black Hills 
Energy, se, 31.63; Bank of Elgin, 
loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 80.16; 
Payroll, 349.94

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 60.77; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 179.47; Amazon, bks, 239.83; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 109.81; 
Payroll, 1134.86

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 31.50
RESCUE UNIT: Corner Ser-

vice & Tire, su, 326.90; North-
east Community College, se, 
66.00; Burwell Floral, su, 54.00; 
QuickMed Claims, se, 305.45; 
Emergency Medical Products, 
su, 15.98

• Hire Susan Vanis as pool 

manager
• Pay for the lifeguard training 

if the lifeguard works at least 160 
hours during the season

• Addition of the basement to 
the liquor license for Dean’s Mar-
ket

• Accept bid from The Road 
Guy for 14,000 gallons of armor 
coat oil at $3.14 per gallon

• Advertise for cleaning the 
park bathrooms

• City clean-up day set for April 
29, 2021

• Building permits: Larry Ander-
son

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Painting swing sets at the 
park

• Library addition
• Tabled summer maintenance 

help
• Generator by the water tower
• VFD on well 77-1 is installed
• Campground signs to be 

hung
• Automatic meter reading
• Declaring snow emergency 

helpful in clearing streets
• Pollock will have armor coat 

gravel at gravel pits
• Locks at the fire hall didn’t 

work during the extreme cold
• City Hall closed Friday, March 

5th and Monday, March 8th
• Final sidewalk payment was 

received
• Payments are being received 

for waterline costs billed to busi-
nesses/homeowners

• Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, April 5, 2021

• Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:18 p.m. 
Mayor Mike Schmitt   
 
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: March 10, 2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners 

By Sherry Tetschner
A pep rally was held Tuesday 

afternoon  at Wheeler Central 
for the CWC Girls varsity 
basketball team headed for the 
state basketball tournament in 
Lincoln.

The pep rally was directed by 
Mrs. Suzanne Dierks. 

The event included several 
rounds of  the game “Ships and 
Sailors,” a team basketball 
competition and introduction 
of  the CWC basketball team.   

The team includes six girls 
who will be graduating this 
year. 

These girls have played 
nearly 10 years together 
in various competitions, 
becoming a very cohesive 
group over the years.      

CWC played the Wynot Blue 
Devils at the opening game at 
the NSAA Class D2 State Girls 
Basketball Tournament in 
Lincoln at the North Star High 
School, Wednesday evening. 
The final score was Wynot 49, 
CWC 39.      

We are very proud of  these 
girls who had an excellent 
year in both volleyball and 

Wheeler Central students playing Ships and Sailors at the CWC Girls Varsity Basketball pep rally 
held Tuesday afternoon.  Pictured (top, l-r): Jackson Wright, Reese Smith, Olivia Heinz, Sierra Plugge, 
Cloe Smith, Braelynn Schlenger, Haley Borwege and Makayla McCain.  Behind is Jayna and Bobby 
Guggenmos. Photos submitted

Bartlett News

Pep rally held for CWC girls basketball team Tuesday afternoon.   

basketball.       
Our son Andy, his wife Nikki 

and children Hannah and Ty 
of  Lincoln were visitors in 
our home this weekend. My 
parents Ellis and Lois Schrunk 
were Saturday dinner guests. 

Grand children highlights 
were sleeping on newly added 
bunk beds  and playing four 
games of  “The Game of  
Life.” What perfect weather for 
a weekend. 
 

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
March 2nd, 2021

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approve Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the February 9th, 
2021 BOC and BOE Meetings.  
Correspondence was reviewed.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved three (3) underground 
permits.  Met in executive ses-
sion regarding damage claim.  
Approved four (4) oversize per-
mits. Authorized advertising for 
culverts.  

Approved to advertise for 2 
road projects.

Public Hearing for 841st Road. 
Motioned to close pending fil-
ing of easements and review of 
County Attorney.

Approved interlocal agreement 
with Madison County for Tilden 
North.

Approved State LPA Agree-
ments and Resolutions for bridge 
projects.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Approved hiring JEO for update 
of Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Approved depository for 2021. 
Approved depository resolution.

Approved promotional grant 

request, and two improvement 
grant requests.

Approved updates to ACVC 
guidelines, contributions and ap-
plication.

Approved sponsorship of NE 
Nebraska Best of Backroads 
Tour. Approved County Promo-
tional Funds of up to $2,500.00

Meeting Adjourned.   
  Antelope County 
Board of Commissioners

CHARLIE HENERY /s/
Chairman of County Board

Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: March 10, 2021
ZNEZ
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

LINCOLN — Dru wants to be 
a neurosurgeon when he grows 
up — but living in Cheyenne 
County, over 400 miles away 
from Lincoln and Omaha, 
means that opportunities to 
attend science youth programs 
are limited.

Last summer, as many of  
his other activities were being 
canceled due to COVID-19, Dru 
was able to further his interest 
through a virtual Biomedical 
Engineering Camp offered 
by Nebraska Extension’s 4-H 
program. 

The camp allowed partici-
pants to simulate surgery with 
a laparoscopic camera, experi-
ment with pill coatings, design 
a prosthetic leg and more.

Dave Varner, interim direc-
tor of  Nebraska Extension, 
says stories like Dru’s help 
illustrate the vital importance 
of  the organization to the state.

“Nebraska Extension has 
a long history of  helping 
communities thrive, and in 
2020, the COVID-19 pandemic 
spurred us to be more flexible 
and responsive than ever be-
fore,” Varner said. “Extension 
professionals reached Nebras-
kans through just about every 
form of  technology imagin-
able. They reconfigured events, 
from county fairs to research 
field demonstrations, to safely 
serve the public. And, as these 
impact reports show, they 
made a big difference all across 
the state.”

The organization’s work, 
which spans 93 counties, is 
highlighted in a series of  2020 
impact reports, available at 
https://extension.unl.edu/
impact.
Economic development

When Jim Jenkins began 
thinking about incorporating 
sheep into his Custer County 
cattle ranch, he turned to 
Nebraska Extension for help. 
The organization connected 
him with resources and other 
producers, and today, Jenkins 
has added 1,000 head of  ewes to 
his operation.

Extension plays a large role 
in boosting the economies of  
rural communities. In 2020, 60 
startups were created with the 
help of  extension experts.

One of  those startups was 
Day and Rod Transportation 
LLC, owned by Rodelsy Mira-
bal, a commercial truck driver 
from Cuba. 

When Mirabal looked into 
starting his own trucking busi-
ness, he contacted Nebraska 
Extension, who helped him 
form an LLC and apply for a 
loan.

“Nebraska Extension helped 
me create my own business, in 
my own language, easily and at 
no cost,” Mirabal said. “Thank 
you for supporting dreamers 
like me!”
Educational programming

As many schools and activi-

Nebraska Extension celebrates impactful year
ties went remote during the 
pandemic, Nebraska Extension 
got creative to support chil-
dren, families and caregivers.

Ten-thousand youth across 
the state participated in live, 
online educational programs 
offered by Nebraska 4-H in 
2020. 4-H activities at county 
fairs also continued, with some 
modifications to keep partici-
pants safe.

The organization also offered 
new healthy lifestyle program-
ming last year. Three-hundred 
participants logged 4,187 miles 
through a “Marathon Kids” 
Facebook group designed to 
keep children active. Nearly 
2 million people also visited 
https://food.unl.edu for the lat-
est in food safety and nutrition.

Additionally, extension 
delivered free online education 
that allowed childcare workers 
to obtain their required hours 
of  professional development. 
Participants earned a total of  
1,800 hours in 2020.
Giving back

Nebraska Extension has 
over 20 community gardens 
throughout the state. In 2020, 
168,000 servings of  fresh pro-
duce from those gardens were 
donated to local food banks. 
Along with helping address 
food insecurity in rural areas, 
the gardens allowed volunteers 
to get outside and practice 
their horticulture skills.

“Helping with the raised-
bed vegetable garden was fun, 
something we got to do as a 

couple, and we got to see the 
plants start to finish,” said 
Doug and Alisa Soderstrom, 
master gardener volunteers 
from Gage County. “They did 
better than our garden!”

Near the beginning of  the 
pandemic, Lancaster County’s 
4-H program coordinated three 
community-service sewing 
projects. 

During the initial phase, Hats 
for Hospitals, youth and adults 
spent over 500 hours creating 
778 cotton surgeon hats. During 
the Sewing for Hospitals phase, 
volunteers constructed 1,011 
cotton face coverings. The sew-
ing has continued.

To learn more, visit the 
Nebraska Extension website at 
https://extension.unl.edu.

Looking back at my senior year (so far), I wouldn’t say 
there has been something completely outstanding that has 
“made my year.” 

Of  course I have had some good memories and laughs, 
but nothing has jumped out at me as being completely and 
utterly exciting and mind-blowing. 

Until last week, when my name was called out for 1st 
place in Serious Prose at the NVC Speech Meet. There is no 
denying that that moment will be one of  the best moments 
of  my year. 

Although speech is a high school 
activity, I like to think that I have been 
doing “speech” my whole life. From 
the time I was just a little preschooler, 
I had been attending speech practices 
with my mom as she is the coach 
for Elgin Public. I loved watching 
the older kids act silly and perform 
in front of  me. They were my idols. 
And as outgoing as I am now, people 
wouldn’t believe I could be any more 
sociable. 

Yet there I was as a kid, acting crazy 
and weird, trying to be just like the 
older kids. 

All I could think about when I was 
younger was going out for speech once 
I was in high school and having my 
mom as my coach.

Fast forward to high school. It turns 
out that my mom wouldn’t be my 
coach but more like my competition. 
She is still a coach at Elgin Public and 
I am now competing against her as a member of  the Pope 
John Speech Team. At times, it can be tough for us being 
competitors. Nonetheless, my mom has to be one of  my 
biggest supporters in speech. During the months of  January 
to March, the talk of  the dinner table is more times than not 
about speech. From the competition for the next meet to how 
the speech meet went that day or just bouncing ideas off  one 
another for our speech teams. It is something that my mom 
and I can bond over. 

It is because of  our strong connection that I want to make 
my mom proud of  me and I want to succeed for her. My 
sophomore year, I made it to State in Serious Prose and the 
joy on my mom’s face, well, it was hard to put into words. I 
knew that I wanted to make her that proud once again.

Last year, our speech season was cut short and I knew that 
this year was going to be my only year left to be successful 
in competition. So far, it has been for both my Serious Prose 
and OID. However, the NVC Speech tournament was where I 
wanted to win the most. 

Despite having many teams and some stiff  competition, I 
had a good feeling about the day. After hours of  performing 
during the preliminary rounds, they put the final sheet 
on the board where I found my code for Serious Prose. I 
was ecstatic. I couldn’t believe it. Out of  about 30 people 
competing in Serious Prose, I made it to finals. Although 
I wanted to win, I certainly wasn’t expecting to score first 
place. 

I was the first to perform and stayed to watch the rest. 
Let me tell you, watching six Serious Prose speeches can be 
quite depressing. 

The competition was really tough so when awards 
came about, I was just proud to make it to finals. As the 
placements were being announced and it came to third place 
and my name hadn’t been called, I was jumping inside. Then 
second place was called, and it still wasn’t my name. On 
the outside, I was simply smiling, but on the inside, I was 
dancing with joy. As the winner of  the Serious Prose was 
announced with my name, my mom came over to hand me 
the medal and we embraced in the biggest hug. The rest of  
the gym faded around me as my mom whispered in my ear, 
“I am so proud of  you.” It was a moment I will never ever 
forget. 

After winning at NVC, I am more than ready to perform at 
districts for OID and Serious. Fingers-crossed, I will come 
home with some hardware and a ticket to State Speech. That 
alone may top winning NVC as the highlight of  my senior 
year. 

One of the best moments

The Wolfpack 3rd and 4th girls 
basketball team played in Ewing 
Sunday afternoon and defeated 
both Neligh-Oakdale (winning 
10-2) and Summerland (13-
6).  Team members are (back 
row, l-r): Coach Kim Zwingman, 
Kinley Miller, Sydney Niewohner, 
Sara Hemenway, Lillian Moser, 
Tenley Schindler, Chloe Kielty, 
Jael Lammers and Coach 
Shanda Schindler. Front row: 
Sophia Burke, Anna Stuhr, 
Gentry Zwingman, Anna Dworak, 
Aurora Burke and Cara Romej. 
Photo/information submitted

Wolfpack 
win games
on Sunday

Shop at home to
support our merchants!



11 Area NewsWednesday, March 10, 2021 
The Elgin Review

By Tessa Hain
4-H Youth Development Coordinator 

Come join us on March 21st from 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at the fairgrounds in Neligh for a 4-H Open 
House, to learn that 4-H has something to offer 
everyone!  4-H is a community of  young 
people, ages 5-18, who are learning 
leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 
4-H empowers youth to reach their full 
potential working and learning in part-
nership with community members. 4-H 
is education for life that uses a learn-
by-doing approach while working on 
projects that the youth is interested in. 

At the Open House, we will have a va-
riety of  activities through the afternoon while 
the current 4-H members will be showcasing 
some of  their 4-H projects. We will have over 20 
different 4-H projects and opportunities show-
cased. 

Another highlight of  the afternoon will be 
having an archery shooting sports demonstra-
tion. 

There also will be some live animals that you 

Antelope County 4-H open house to be held Sunday, March 21
can learn come learn about. A couple of  4-H 
Clubs from around the county will be there to 
promote membership in a 4-H Club. 

4-H Clubs are a group of  4-H members who get 
together on a regular basis to have a meeting, 

work on 4-H projects, participate in fun 
activities, and also perform community 
service tasks together. 4-H Clubs are a 
great sense of  belonging and are a great 
place for enhancing those leadership 
skills for youth.   

4-H is an educational program that 
helps young people develop new skills, 
explore possible career choices and serve 
their communities.  

Youth between the ages of  8 and 18 by January 
1 of  the current year may join 4-H.  

The Clover Kid program is for children age 5-7 
as of  January 1 and features educational proj-
ects and activities that are non-competitive.  

Youth may join a club in their area or may be 
an independent member.  For help in finding a 
local club contact the Antelope County Exten-
sion office. 

Please plan to attend the 4-H Open House 
on March 21st from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. if  you are 
interested in joining 4-H as a youth member or a 
leader! 

You can enroll now through April 1. To en-

roll as a new member please call the Antelope 
County Extension Office to get enrollment infor-
mation or go online to www.antelope.unl.edu. 

There will also be laptops set up at the open 
house so families can enroll in 4-H.  

By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

It seems so simple. To stand 
at a line 15 feet from the 
basketball hoop, bend your 
knees, and throw a basketball 
out your hands and into the 
net. It’s an unforgettable and 
surreal feeling as the ball 
leaves your fingertips and 
spins into the net as it makes 
the swish sound. It seems like 
such an easy sport to pick up, 
but as Callie Heithoff  knows, 
it takes years of  practice to be 
able to properly shoot a free 
throw and play basketball.

Calli, daughter of  Todd 
and Melissa Heithoff, is an 
8th grader at Elgin Public 
School. For the past 6 years, 
she has competed in the annual 
Knights of  Columbus free 
throw competition. Like years 
in the past, this year she has 
again made it to the regionals 
and - if  all goes well - will move 
into the finals for the free 
throw competition. 

Her basketball skills were 
not just something she 
acquired, but have been honed 
through practice throughout 
most of  her childhood. 

“I first started learning 
how to play basketball in first 
grade in Saturday morning 
basketball”, she said. Saturday 
morning basketball is a youth 
basketball program within 
our community that allows 
kids the chance to begin their 
basketball career at a young 
age. Heithoff  went further into 
youth basketball saying, “I 
think it’s important for youth 
to try basketball because it 
gives them a chance to learn 
something new that they 

Heithoff 
marks the 
days one 
free throw 
at a time

and abilities.”
It has become obvious that 

one of  her skills is free throw 
shooting. Over the years, she 
has made countless memories 
with her teammates winning 
tournaments, practicing in the 
gym, etc. One of  her greater 
accomplishments is that she 
has won at the State level of  
the free throw contest three 
times in the past and hopes to 
win again this year. 

She credits her skill back to 
starting young and the long 
hours of  hard work in the 
gym with her dad. “I enjoy 
competing in the free throw 
contest because I think it 

Callie Heithoff

helps me prepare for high 
school basketball.” she said.  
“Basketball is my favorite 
sport and I enjoy playing 
competitive teams and working 
hard on the court with my 
teammates.” 

Although it has not been said 
when or where the regional or 
state competition for the free 
throw shooting will take place, 
Callie Heithoff  is practicing 
her shots and making sure 
she is ready to compete. We 
wish her all the good luck and 
hope she brings home some 
hardware from the Knight’s 
State Free Throw Competition. 

North Central District 
Health Department (NCDHD) 
reported the COVID-19 Cali-
fornia variant (B.1.429) has 
been identified in the district. 
While the California variant 
is believed to spread more rap-
idly, the available vaccines are 
thought to be effective against 
B.1.429.

Residents are encouraged 
to remain vigilant in fighting 
the COVID-19 virus by using 
public health tools:  washing 
hands often, social distancing 
from others outside the family 
unit, wearing a mask when un-
able to social distance, staying 
home when ill, and avoiding 
the three C’s: crowded places, 
close contacts, and confined 
spaces.

NCDHD reports
presence of COVID
California variant

Callie’s trophy case contains numerous awards from free throw con-
tests. Courtesy photo
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   The Lawrence Goscha Scholarship Fund, an affiliated fund of  
the Nebraska Community Foundation, has established scholar-
ship opportunities for area high schools and their graduates. 
   These schools include Summerland (Clearwater, Orchard, 
Ewing) Elgin Public, Neligh-Oakdale, Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic, and Wheeler Central. 
   Scholarships in the amount of  $3,750 will be awarded to suc-
cessful applicants. Graduating seniors and those graduates in 
his/her second or subsequent year of  post-secondary education 
are encouraged to apply. 
   For an application or more information, please contact your 
local school’s guidance counselor.

Area graduating seniors, post-secondary
students eligible for Goscha Scholarship

About Lawrence Goscha
   Lawrence Nicholas Goscha was born on November 13, 1925, 
near Clearwater, Nebraska, one of  13 children in his family.  He 
attended country grade school and graduated from Clearwater 
High School in 1942.  
   For most of  his adult life, Lawrence farmed with his brother in 
Antelope County. His Catholic faith and education were impor-
tant to Lawrence, and it was his wish that he would give area 
youth an opportunity to further their education, particularly in 
the area of  agriculture. Lawrence loved the land and was a life-
long learner. These scholarships will honor his memory.

LINCOLN – The Department 
of  Motor Vehicles launched 
three new services in 2020 that 
will help customers save time 
and save money: Fleet Renewal 
Services, Dealer eServices and 
Real-time SR22 Submission.

Governor Pete Ricketts high-

DMV launched three new online services
lighted the new services at a 
press briefing Monday.

“These new services demon-
strate the ongoing effort of  my 
administration to create more 
efficient and effective custom-
er-focused state government,” 
Gov. Ricketts said. “This is an-

other example of  government 
working collaboratively with 
our industry partners to pro-
vide modern, innovative, and 
convenient ways to do business 
in Nebraska.”

Fleet Renewal Services al-
lows for business that main-
tain a fleet of  vehicles to moni-
tor and renew registrations 
for their fleet’s vehicles online. 
Previously, businesses had to 
either mail or personally visit 
every county treasurer where a 
vehicle was registered. 

For example, some Nebraska 
businesses may have hundreds 
of  vehicles that do business 
in dozens of  counties, leading 
to thousands of  transactions. 
Now, those registrations can 
be renewed in a single monthly 
transaction.

Dealer eServices gives auto-
mobile dealers the ability to 
request a title issuance elec-

tronically at the time of  sale, 
instead of  needing to mail to 
a county treasurer or have the 
purchaser complete the pro-
cess themselves. 

This saves dealers, purchas-
ers, county treasurers, and 
customers time and prevents 
errors and delays in issuing a 
vehicle title.

Real-time SR22 Submission 
allows insurance companies to 
file a SR22 document electroni-
cally, either through an over-
night or real time process for 
less than the cost of  a stamp.

A SR22 is a document that in-
surance companies provide to 
the DMV when a driver is seek-
ing to reinstate a suspended or 
revoked driver’s license. 

Previously, insurance compa-
nies typically mailed this docu-
ment, increasing the amount 
of  time and cost of  reinstating 
a driver’s license.


