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The high temperature last 
week was 57 degrees recorded 
on February 23. 

The low was 22 degrees on 
February 28. No precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
February 22 48 34  
February 23 57 29  
February 24 43 23    
February 25 45 25    
February 26 49 25  
February 27 49 24    
February 28 35 22    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for February ......... .. 0.47
Total for 2021 ................... ..0.83

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice of  Organization —    
R&T Ag L.L.C.
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“Help Wanted!”
The City of  Elgin may want to 

consider placing such a sign in front of  
the swimming pool.

Meeting with Pool Manager Sue Vanis 
during Monday night’s regular meeting 
of  the City Council, they were urged to 
consider some kind of  reimbursement 
as a means to attract persons to work as 
lifeguards.

Vanis, who has served as pool 
manager for a number of  years, told 
council members that surrounding 
towns which have pools (Neligh and 
Orchard) offer a reimbursement for 
necessary lifeguard training as a way to 
attract summer help at their pools.

All three council members in 
attendance and Craig Niewohner (via 

speaker phone), supported some form 
of  reimbursement to help the hiring 
process.

Mayor Mike Schmitt and Vanis 
together came up with a plan whereby, 
if  summer lifeguards work so many 
hours, then they would be reimbursed. 
According to Vanis, lifeguard training 
classes can cost a one-time fee as much 
as $160. CPR certification can cost $40 
annually.

Council President Mike Dvorak said 
he thought the idea of  reimbursement 
was a good one to pursue.

Schmitt said the city can’t let the pool 
sit unoccupied.

Vanis explained part of  the problem 
is the small number of  students in high 
school classes right now. 

In another matter related to hiring 
summer help, the council tabled 
action on hiring maintenance summer 
help until more information can be 
gathered regarding age requirements 
for operating city vehicles/mowers. 
Two young men, both 16, expressed 
interest in the positions.

Mayor Schmitt said the City needs to 
get the information quickly so as not to 
loose the applicants to others seeking 
help.

In other action:
Liquor license — The council 

unanimously voted to approve 
an addition for the liquor license 
currently held by Dean’s Market.

Paint — City personnel will work 
with Dvorak to get the swing sets 

painted at Elgin’s City Park before the 
start of  the summer season. Kathy 
Dinslage, a member of  the Young N’ 
Lively organization, had discussed the 
idea last year to have the swing sets 
painted. 

Dvorak said the horses on one swing 
set have been painted; but now won’t be 
put back in the park until the painting 
project has been completed.

Closed — City Hall will be closed on 
Friday, March 5 and again on Monday, 
March 8.

Update — City Clerk Kristin Childers 
told the council all sidewalk payments 
have been received and just four 
businesses have yet to pay for waterline 
improvements associated with work 
done along Highway 14 last year.

Rich Draper, a 1967 
graduate of  Elgin High 
School, recently announced 
his retirement as a swim 
coach. 

Following high school, 
and while 
pursuing a 
college degree 
at Wayne 
State College 
(WSC), 
Draper 
coached 
the Elgin 
Swimming 
Team in the 
early 1970s.  
He was an 
All-District 

and All-Conference swimmer 
at WSC from 1967-1971 and 
was inducted into the Wayne 
State College Athletics Hall 
of  Fame in the fall of  1992.

His career of  coaching 
at both the high school and 
college level (in several 
different states) has spanned 
53 years. Draper plans to 
focus on his outdoor interests 
of  hunting and fishing along 
with attending swim meets as 
a spectator and cheering on 
his grandchildren who will 
likely be competing in those 
meets.

EHS grad, long-
time swim coach 
Rich Draper retires 

Elgin summer ball
sign-up to be
held on March 11

The date for Elgin Summer 
Ball sign-up was announced 
by organizer Kim Fangman. 

Sign-up for baseball and 
softball players will take 
place on March 11, beginning 
at 6 p.m. at the Fire Hall in 
Elgin.  For more information 
about the sign-up, contact 
Fangman at 402.843.0152.

On Friday, Feb. 26, the 
Revenue Committee voted to 
advance LB 408, as amended 
by AM 371, on a 7-1 vote. 

The amended version of  
the bill would limit the an-
nual increase in property 
tax askings to no more than 
three percent, with some 
exceptions. 

The sponsor of  the bill, 
Senator 
Tom Briese 
of  Albion, 
commented 
on its ad-
vancement. 
“Property 
tax relief  
requires 
a multi-
pronged ap-
proach. One 
approach 
must be to 
place reasonable restric-
tions on property taxes. And 
that’s what this bill does.”

Briese continued, “This 
bill is made necessary by 
our unreasonable, unsus-
tainable overreliance on 
property taxes to fund local 
government. While inflation 
has chugged along at a 1.75 
percent annual rate the last 
ten years, property taxes 
have increased at a rate 250 
percent faster. It’s uncon-
scionable for us to allow this 
to happen.”

Being advanced by a com-
mittee is the first step to 
passing a bill in Nebraska’s 
unique one-house legis-
lature. Once advanced, it 
can have a chance at being 
considered by the full legis-
lature on General File - the 
first of  three rounds of  de-
bate needed to pass legisla-
tion, after which it must be 
approved by the Governor. 

LB 408, in its original 
form, mirrored Senator Lou 
Ann Linehan’s LR 22CA, a 
constitutional amendment 
brought on behalf  of  Gov-
ernor Ricketts. The original 
LB 408 and LR 22CA would 
have capped property tax 
askings, with an exception 
for actual growth of  the tax 
base and an allowance for a 
public vote to override the 
limit. 

The amended LB 408 
includes the same items, 
but with some key differ-
ences that were negotiated 
in the Revenue Committee 
to accommodate competing 
concerns, according to Bri-
ese. The amended version 
will allow for spikes in rev-
enue needs, will discourage 
unnecessarily taxing to the 
three percent limit, and will 
sunset in six years.

“The changes we made in 
committee reflected an ac-
commodation of  competing 
concerns. It’s a compromise 
that will serve Nebraskans 
well,” Briese concluded.

Bill to cap
property taxes
moves forward

State Senator
Tom Briese

Statistics released earlier this 
year by the Antelope County 
Sheriff ’s Department show 2020 
had a number of  categories 
which showed a decrease.

During 2020, the Antelope 
County Law Enforcement 
Center showed a decline in 
the number of  inmates held. 
Altogether, the total number of  
inmates at the jail totalled 557. 
That breaks down to 406 males 
and 151 females. In contrast, 
one year ago, the total number 
of  inmates exceeded 700.

Total days served during the 
year, for males, was 6,173. For 
females, total days served came 
to 1,973.

The average stay for males 
was 15 days; females averaged 
13 days per inmate.

The report, provided by 
Sheriff  Bob Moore, showed the 
total number of  males booked 
into the jail was 196 compared 
to 82 females.

Other notable statistics 
reflected in the year end 
summary were:

911 Summary — The law 
enforcement center answered 
1,104 ‘911’ calls during the 
calendar year which ended 
December 31. Police calls 
totalled 322. Other calls 
of  significance were: 231 
ambulance calls; 170 hang-up 
calls; and 134 wrong number 
calls.

Death/Coroner calls — 
During 2020, the department 
responded to 12 death 
investigation/coroner calls. 
The largest number calls were 
in May and June, each with 
three. There was just one 
fatality accident during 2020.

Persons wishing to clean up their properties 
will get an assist from the City of  Elgin next 
month.

Meeting Monday, the Elgin City Council set 
the date for a community cleanup day. It will be 
held Thursday, April 29, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

City Clerk Kristin Childers said last year the 
City had two dumpsters brought to town for 
the event, then had to have a third dumpster 
brought in to handle high demand for the 
service.

The cleanup day was initiated by the Elgin 
Community Club years ago and is greatly 
anticipated by residents who have items which 

Pool needs lifeguards; City to offer reimbursement

Number of AC
jail inmates
decline in 2020

See JAIL, Page Two

need to be discarded.
Closer to the date for the event, a listing of  

items which can be disposed of  will be published 
in The Elgin Review.

That was just of  the items on the agenda 
which provides for community betterment. The 
other was the approval of  armor coat oil bids to 
improve city streets.

Last month the council ordered the 
solicitation of  bids for 14,000 gallons of  water-
based CRS-2P. Four bids were received. The 
low bids were submitted by The Road Guy and 

Date set for community cleanup day

See CITY, Page Three

Rich
Draper

Dates changed
for Elgin Vetch
Days celebration

The Elgin Community 
Club announced a change in 
the dates for the Vetch Days 
Celebration. The new dates 
for the three-day event will 
be June 11-13.

It was rather chilly Friday morning but that didn’t de-
ter Elgin FFA members from driving tractors to school. 
Camryn Pelster drove this John Deere B to school. 
Holding the FFA banners are members William Hei-
lhecker (l) and David Durre (r). E-R photo/DMorgan

Elgin FFA observes ‘Drive 
Your Tractor to School Day’

Elgin Fire Department members got some valuable practice fight-
ing fires as a controlled burn was held Saturday morning just south 
of Beckman Lumber. Photo courtesy of EVFDEVFD holds controlled burn

Spring 
BENEFIT 
AUCTION
MARCH 13
See the listings 

on Page 11.



2  Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
 The Elgin ReviewMore Front Page News

Bartlett News

Kindergarten registration 
will take place online this year 
at Elgin Public School.

Parents wishing to enroll 
their child for the 2021-22 
school year can go to the 
school’s website: www.elgin-
eagles.org and complete the 

registration form online. The 
news item and registration 
form is near the bottom of  the 
homepage. All Kindergarten 
students must be five years old 
by July 31 and have all current 
immunizations. The school is 
required by state law to have 

EPS kindergarten registration to be online 

By Sherry Tetschner
Chambers/Wheeler Central 

(CWC) varsity boys basketball 
team played Elba in subdis-
trict basketball games in Elgin 
Monday, Feb. 22. The final 
score of  the game was Elba 38, 
CWC 29.

Congratulations to CWC girls 
team who won the D2-3 District 
Championship last week. 

CWC girls won the district 

title with a 50 to 35 victory 
over Sumner-Eddyville-Miller 
(SEM). The game was played at 
Ord on Friday. 

CWC will head to State to  
play at 6:30 Wednesday evening 
at Lincoln North Star. As the 
#3 seed, CWC (23-1) will play #6 
seed Wynot (19-6).  

The CWC girls have had an-
other amazing year. These will 
be the final games for many of  
these girls who will be graduat-
ing this year. We wish them the 
best. 

Loup Basin Public Health 

Department held a COVID-19  
vaccination clinic in Bartlett, 
Thursday. Many older Wheeler 
County residents and those of  
surrounding communities re-
ceived their second COVID -19 
vaccination. Most I have talked 
to  fared pretty well with little 
or no reaction. 

A few of  us took a little 
longer to recover. Some of  the 
comments included arm sore-
ness, fatigue, upset stomach 
and mild fever. These symp-
toms seemed to be gone within 
a day or two.

 

mescher 2x2

Town hour summaries 
— Moore and his deputies 
provided more than 1,124 hours 
of  patrol in Elgin during the 
calendar year. Other towns 
and their hours were Oakdale 
1021.9; Clearwater 1047.29; 
Orchard 1053.45. 

Neligh patrol hours were 
just over 309 (zero hours the 
last four months of  the year). 
County hours totalled 3,319.99 
hours.

Traffic stops — During 2020, 
there were 562 traffic stops. 
The largest number occurred 
in July with 125; second was 
October with 108. The fewest 
number of  traffic stops was in 
May with four.

The report can be found on 
Page 12.

From Page One
Jail

a copy of  the child’s official 
birth certificate and immuni-
zations on file.

Online registration is now 
open and can be accessed at 
www.elgineagles.org The news 
item is located near the bottom 
of  the homepage. Please com-
plete the registration form and 
mail a copy of  the child’s im-
munization and official birth 
certificate to the school office. 
If  it is easier, parents may drop 
off  the information and copies 
will be made. 
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Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, March 8: Pork cutlets, sweet potatoes, peaches, 

California medley, whole wheat/white bread, milk.
Tuesday, March 9: Macaroni hamburger soup, mixed 

veggies, carrots & celery, mini pull apart bread, milk.
Wednesday, March 10: Stuffed chicken breast, stuffing, 

baked potatoes, corn, peaches, cornbread, milk.
Thursday, March 11: Goulash, broccoli, fruit cocktail cake, 

garlic toast, milk.
Friday, March 12: Pollock or sloppy joes w/bun, potato 

wedges, coleslaw, green beans, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 12:15. p.m.  
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to the community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus

Brian Michael Helzer, 48, of  
Wakefield, NE died on Monday, 

February 22, 
2021, surround-
ed by his family 
at an Omaha 
hospital.  A me-
morial service 
was held on 
Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, 2021 at 
11:00 a.m. at 
the Evangeli-
cal Covenant 

Church in Wakefield, NE; 
Pastor Jill Craig officiated. The 

visitation was held on Friday, 
February 26, 2021 from 5:00 
until 7 p.m. at the Evangelical 
Covenant Church in Wake-
field.  Burial will be at a later 
date in the Oakland Cemetery.  
Bressler - Munderloh - Smith 
Funeral Home of  Wakefield is 
handling the services.  In lieu 
of  flowers, memorials are sug-
gested to the family for future 
designation. 

Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, all state guidelines 
were in effect and everyone in 
attendance was asked to wear 

a mask.
*****

Brian was born on October 
1, 1972 in Fremont, NE, the son 
of  John and Kimberly (Pres-
ton) Helzer.  He was baptized at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Rosalie, NE and confirmed at 
the United Methodist Church 
in Oakland.  Following his 
graduation from Oakland – 
Craig High School in 1991, 
Brian attended Northeast Com-
munity College in Norfolk, NE 
and graduated from Wayne 
State College with a degree in 

criminal justice.  While attend-
ing Wayne State College, Brian 
began working at Country 
Nursery in Wayne.  He worked 
there and Lutt Taxidermy for 
over 25 years.  On May 22, 2004, 
Brian was united in marriage 
to Carissa Baum at the Planta-
tion House in Elgin.  To this 
union two children were born, 
Destiny and Tristian. 

Brian had a passion for hunt-
ing, enjoyed ice fishing, spend-
ing time in the garage with his 
dogs, watching Nebraska Vol-
leyball, paracording, garden-

ing, grilling and telling loud 
and elaborate stories with his 
friends over a glass of  Captain 
Morgan.  

He was a member of  the 
Wakefield Tree Board, Win-
a-Map Warriors (Hero Clix), 
Council of  Clix. The most 
important thing in Brian’s life 
was his children, where he at-
tended all of  their events.   

Brian is survived by his wife, 
Carissa; daughter, Destiny and 
son, Tristian of  Wakefield, NE; 
parents, John and Kim Helzer 
of  Tekamah, NE; brother, Jer-

emy (Jasmine) Helzer and their 
daughters Bailey and Brandi; 
maternal grandmother, Donna 
Preston of  Lyons, NE; father-in-
law and mother-in-law, Dan and 
Deb Baum of  Elgin, NE; sister-
in-law, Ashley (Ryan) Bergman 
and their children, Braelyn, 
Makenna, Brantley and Huxton 
of  Orchard, NE; many cousins 
and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his paternal grandparents, 
John and Lois Helzer and 
maternal grandfather, Rex 
Preston.

Brian Helzer, 48
Born in Fremont, he grew up to have a passion for hunting. The most important thing in his life was his children.

Topkote; both businesses out 
of  Yankton. Each submitted 
a bid of  $3.14 per gallon. Both 
companies have been used in 
past year. The Road Guy, who 
did armor coating last summer, 
was awarded the bid.

Other bids were received 
from H&L Asphalt of  Geneva; 
and Sta-Bilt out of  Harlan, 
Iowa. No date was announced 
for when the armor coating 
will take place.

In other action:
Permit — A building permit 

submitted by Larry Anderson 
was approved.

Job opening — The City 
will begin advertising for a 
person to clean the restrooms 
at the park. If  interested in the 
position, contact City Hall.

Sign — A sign outlining 
campground rules and fees for 
using the RV Park will soon be 
installed.

From Page One
City

The PJCC speech team competed three times in the span of a week. On Saturday, the team placed second at a meet they hosted. Photo 
submitted

Medalists at the NVC Speech Tournament held Monday were (l-r): 
Linus Borer and Skylar Reestman. Photo submitted

The Pope John Crusader 
Speech Team had a very busy 
week! 

On Wednesday, Feb. 24 they 
traveled to Newman Grove, 
bringing home several medals 
and placing third as a team. 
Congratulations to those who 
placed in their events: Alyssa 
Burenheide - 6th in persuasive 
speaking, Allyson Selting - 6th 
in entertainment speaking, 
Samuel Hemenway -  4th in 
entertainment speaking, 
Skylar Reestman - 4th in 
serious prose, Linus Borer 
- 3rd in extemporaneous 
speaking, and the group of  
Skylar Reestman, Allyson 
Selting, Emma Mlnarik, and 
Kaylee Ramold - 2nd in oral 
interpretation of  drama.

On Saturday, Feb. 27 the Pope 
John Speech Tournament was 
held. The home team earned 
the runner-up plaque with 

PJCC speech team busy; Reestman wins Serious Prose at NVC
everyone earning a medal!

Individual placers were: 
Elise Ruterbories - 7th in 
serious prose, Jazmine 
McNally & Jamie Dozler 
- 6th in duet, Emma Lea 
Ruterbories & Elise 
Ruterbories - 5th in duet, 
Samuel Hemenway - 
5th in entertainment, 
Alyssa Burenheide - 4th 
in Persuasive and 4th in 

humorous prose, Jack Borer - 
3rd in humorous prose, Allyson 
Selting- 2nd in entertainment, 
Linus Borer - 2nd in 
extemporaneous, the group of  
Linus Borer, Brooklyn Meis, 
Skyler Meis, Cale Kinney & 
Matthew Dilly - 2nd in OID, 
Emma Lea Ruterbories - 1st in 
poetry, Skylar Reestman - 1st 
in serious prose, and the group 
of  Skylar Reestman, Allyson 

Selting, Emma Mlnarik and 
Kaylee Ramold  - 1st in OID.

On Monday, March 1, the 
team competed in the Niobrara 
Valley Conference tournament, 
hosted by Elgin Public 
School. It was a great day of  
competition for 16 teams. 

Bringing home hardware 
were Linus Borer, who placed 
3rd in extemporaneous, and 
Skylar Reestman, who is the 
NVC champion serious prose 
speaker! We will head to 
Newman Grove for the District 
competition on March 9th. 

Submitted by PJCC Speech 
Coach Amy Klein

It Pays To
Advertise!
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Have an opinion? 
Express it in a ‘Letter 

to the Editor’

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

When my boys were younger and ready to 
quibble over the last piece of  cake, I would 
advise them to share. I would ask one to cut and 
the other to choose first. It took a while, but the 
cuts grew ever closer to equal as the practice 
continued.

Creative parenting? I like to think of  it as 
common sense. It was a lesson applied numer-
ous times and still the subject of  family discus-
sion. Common sense, imagine that. 

Trying to equalize the size of  Nebraska’s gov-
ernmental boundaries 
every 10 years should be 
as simple. New figures 
from the U.S. Census 
require new district 
boundaries for the U.S. 
House of  Representa-
tives, Legislature, Public 
Service Commission, 
University of  Nebraska 
Board of  Regents and 
the state Board of  Edu-
cation. That task lies 
ahead this year.

To that end, Omaha 
Sen. John McCollister 
has offered a bill (LB107) 
called the Redistricting 
Act. He said it’s a compi-
lation of  the best prac-
tices of  several redis-
tricting bills introduced 
by a variety of  senators 

over the last several years. McCollister says 
it’s essential that he and his colleagues get this 
right. He calls it one of  the most consequential 
processes that senators undertake.

I agree. I’ve seen a few of  these through 
the years, including one that caused the state 
Supreme Court to order a special session to 
concentrate on the single topic of  redistricting 
and get it right. 

I’d rank redistricting right up there with the 
state budget and property tax relief. The bud-
get because the state Constitution says that’s 
what lawmakers have to do. Property tax relief  
because I’m tired of  all the fiddling and faddling 
and so ready for the Legislature to bite the bul-
let and fix the entire tax system.

A tall order you say? Yes, it is, but if  I ruled 
the Legislature that’s the only three things we’d 
discuss. Insert appropriate whining and “what 
abouts?” here. Listen to me. The budget has to 
be done, the state tax system is a mess and redis-
tricting faces on-going criticism for being politi-
cally motivated. What’s the problem with that? 
McCollister explains it best. The citizens may 
attempt to remove the process from the Legisla-
ture through the initiative process and place it 
in the hands of  an independent commission.

He told the Legislature’s Executive Board that 
a number of  states have already adopted a com-
mission model to remove partisanship from the 

process. And what could go wrong with an inde-
pendent commission? Let me count the ways.  

McCollister says his plan seeks to remove any 
consideration of  political party affiliation, voter 
registration affiliation numbers and political 
history from decisions about congressional, leg-
islative and other district boundaries. The goal 
is political neutrality and the process has to be 
credible and fair.

Gone would be the ability of  the full Legis-
lature to amend boundaries agreed to by the 
redistricting committee following public hear-
ings in all three congressional districts. The full 
Legislature would then have to adopt a final set 
of  boundaries.

Sounds simple enough. Among other provi-
sions, McCollister’s bill would require that 
maps be drawn using politically neutral criteria 
and using only data and demographic infor-
mation from the U.S. Census. The bill would 
prohibit consideration of  residents’ political 
affiliation or registration and previous voting 
data.

In case you weren’t paying attention last 
year, amid the protests and the pandemic and 
the divisive national election, there’s been a 
delay in the census. The Census Bureau has 
announced that it will not release the data states 

use to draw their legislative maps until the end 
of  September — months later than the usual 
springtime release.

That gives states less time to draw maps, get 
feedback, resolve the ensuing lawsuits and en-
act their new plans before the next election.

The McCollister proposal calls for data used 
in the redistricting process to be made available 
to the public and at least one public hearing 
held. Once a map is created, only amendments 
to correct technical errors would be allowed 
and the governor would be required to call a 
special session if  the Legislature fails to adopt 
new maps.

If  the data isn’t transparent about what and 
why, there is a great risk of  sowing distrust in 
the process, which could, once again look very 
partisan. 

I like what Preston Love Jr. of  Omaha had to 
say about the process. Redistricting lines should 
be drawn “not for party, but for people.”

At this point, look for redistricting to come 
in a special session, perhaps in October, so the 
official 2020 Census figures can be used.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Redistricting proposal on the table,
lawmakers need to pay attention

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

The Elgin Knights of  Columbus speared 
a big one on Fat Tuesday February 16 with 
the fish fry. Those who braved the frigid 
temps were rewarded with tantalizing 
food. 

The crowd had opportunity to snag an-
other February 26. Recommend going all 
in, hook, line and sinker, for the next one 
on March 26.  

Unless you’re keen on drilling a hole in 
the ice, it will be a couple months until 
it’s high time to wet the worm in the local 
fishing hole. 

Do not let the lure wain. It’s Nebraska, 
the weather WILL 
CHANGE, guaran-
teed. 

If  you don’t have a 
better fish to fry, take 
a minute to ponder 
a few sayings based 
on what awaits in 
the murky waters. 
While not fishing for 
compliments about 
these musings, all 
comments are so ap-
preciated; however, 
be forewarned, any 
fishy comments will 
be promptly filleted.  

Writing for read-
ers of  The Elgin 
Review is like being 
a ‘big fish’ colum-
nist in a small pond. 

While this is my first experience writing a 
column, pulling this off  for a major daily 
newspaper could be like being a fish out 
of  water. 

When a deadline looms, it’s fish or cut 
bait to get this written. Choosing the topic 
is the hardest. 

Elgin is such an awesome community, 
the ideas swim upstream to my head like a 
massive school of  fish.

About people, some drink like a fish. 
Others are crooked as a barrel of  fish-
hooks. 

The fish stinks from the head down is 
business slang for a struggling enterprise 
where the guys (or gals) at the top are, 
well, rank. 

Once on a cruise in the South Pacific, 
flying fish were a big deal seen frequently 
off  the bow of  the massive ship. 

These sea creatures make powerful 
leaps out of  the water and use their long, 
wing-like fins to glide in harmony with 
the waves. Scientists speculate this behav-
ior allows the fish to escape underwater 
predators though aerial ones soar in wait. 
Can’t win. 

Teaching self-sufficiency to alleviate 
poverty often is associated with fishing. 
Consider this proverb, the origin of  which 
is not clear -- “Give a man a fish and you 
feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and 
you feed him for a lifetime.” 

The fish symbolizes Christianity. Two 
arcs touching on the left with ends at the 
right extending beyond the intersection is 
the Greek symbol called ichthys. Resem-
bling a fish, this symbol was used by early 
Christians as a secret, identifying insignia 
to avoid persecution under Roman rule. 
Many of  Jesus’ disciples, called to be fish-
ers of  men, were fishermen. 

Go Fish is a popular card game played 
with young children who typically have 
limited attention spans. 

Unlike with fishing, playing a hand in 
five minutes takes minimal patience. And 
do you remember those fish sticks served 
in the school cafeteria every Friday dur-
ing Lent? 

We live in beef  country, with a chicken 
and pig thrown in occasionally for good 
measure. 

Yet,  health experts say to scale up your 
fish consumption to once or twice weekly. 
Something about those precious Omega 
3’s.

Back to the fish frying KCs, did you 
savor those awesome cookies? For the Ash 
Wednesday fry, a couple of  Elgin sisters 
baked 50 dozen. That’s a lot of  dough!

To wrap up, something to ponder – even 
a fish wouldn’t get caught if  he kept his 
mouth shut. 

Comments appreciated at jane.schucha-
rdt@gmail.com. 

Fish Talk

The marijuana industry, which is now par-
tially owned by Big Tobacco, has its eye on 
Nebraska as a new place to turn a profit.  Previ-
ously, they hid this moneymaking motive under 
the guise of  “medical” marijuana.  Now they 
are just pushing for full legalization.

Nebraskans have common sense and instinc-
tively understand how this dangerous drug 
could harm our youth, our communities, and 
our economy.  We don’t have to guess at the 
steep social costs of  marijuana legalization—

they have already played 
out tragically all over the 
country.

States that legalize 
marijuana outright or 
incrementally (that 
is, through “medical 
marijuana”) have seen a 
human toll.  This has in-
cluded devastating effects 
on kids, tragic accidents, 
decreased participation 
in the workforce, and 
horrible mental health 
outcomes.

While popular media 
has tried to reframe how 
the public thinks about 
marijuana, it’s important 
to understand the health 
consequences and dangers 
of  this drug.  There are 

good reasons why the federal government clas-
sifies marijuana as a Schedule 1 drug, which 
means it has no medical value and high poten-
tial for abuse.  Other Schedule 1 drugs include 
heroin, LSD, and ecstasy. Marijuana has a 
profoundly harmful effect on teens and young 
adults.  THC (the psychoactive component of  
marijuana) impacts the developing adolescent 
brain severely and in many cases permanently.  

Marijuana: A clear and present danger
Actual physical changes in the grey matter of  
the brain in young marijuana users are docu-
mented.  Frequent marijuana use is associated 
with learning impairment and poor academic 
performance.  Additionally, increased marijua-
na use is correlated with greater risk of  depres-
sion and suicidal thoughts for adolescents.

In states that have legalized marijuana, use 
of  the drug has escalated among youth.  For 
these states, usage climbed 3.5% from 2016-2017 
to 2017-2018.  Earlier this month, a study in 
the Journal of  Studies on Alcohol and Drugs 
showed that marijuana use among teens is up 
23% in California since the state fully legal-
ized marijuana in 2016. Marijuana triggers 
psychotic episodes that can end in tragedy.  Levi 
Pongi, age 19, died after consuming a marijuana 
cookie and jumping off  a balcony.  Marijuana 
use also increases depression, thoughts of  
suicide, and suicidal behaviors among young 
adults.  Marc Bullard, age 23, committed sui-
cide after he began using a concentrated form 
of  marijuana.  He had no previous history of  
depression.  These examples, both from our 
neighboring state of  Colorado, show the poten-
tial of  the drug to ruin young lives.

While putting youth at risk, marijuana use 
also increases the likelihood of  on-the-job 
accidents and decreases worker productivity.  
States that have normalized marijuana use 
have experienced a sharp increase in workforce 
positivity rates since legalization.  Examples in-
clude Oregon, Nevada, and Colorado where the 
rate of  workers testing positive for marijuana 
have increased 63%, 55%, and 47% respectively.  
Overall, the rate of  people testing positive in 
the workplace went up about 17% from 2014 
to 2018.  Alarmingly, there was an increase of  
about 24% in the rate of  workers testing posi-
tive whose job performance has an impact on 

See DANGER, Page Five

Defeating COVID-19 includes reconnect-
ing unemployed Americans. Before the 
pandemic, America’s economy was thriv-
ing. Workers at the bottom of  the income 
ladder were seeing the largest wage gains 
in recent history. Two principle achieve-
ments from the last 25 years - the 2017 Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act and the 1996 Welfare 
Reform Act - ensured Americans benefitted 
from hard work.

At the start of  2021 the unemployment 
rate nationally 
was 6.3%, with 10.1 
million Americans 
unemployed. Nebras-
ka is one of  only 18 
states with an unem-
ployment rate of  less 
than 5%. These are 
disturbing numbers, 
especially when I 
hear from employers 
across the Third Dis-
trict who have jobs 
to fill. It is equally 
disturbing that 
large portions of  the 
spending in the Biden 
Administration’s 
proposed “relief ” 
package conflict with 
our efforts to get the 
unemployed back to 
work. Increasing the 

existing weekly unemployment insurance 
add-on from $300 to $400 and extending it 
through the summer creates incentives not 

Our jobless

See DANGER, Page Eight
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Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
February 23, 1961

Antelope County ranks 
second per population in heart 
deaths in Nebraska. First is 
Greeley County, according 
to the American Heart 
Association.

Local voters attending the 
School District 18 caucus 
Tuesday evening in the 
school gym nominated four 
candidates to appear on the 
spring village election ballot. 
Nominated were Richard 
Draper, Don Genrich, Floyd 
Varn and Fred Iburg.

The official film of  the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee’s controversial 
Community hearings in San 
Francisco, Calif., last May 
will be shown at the Elgin 
Presbyterian Church. Filmed 
during the actual proceedings 
of  the Committee’s 
investigation of  Communist 
activities, the movie shows 
the inner workings of  the 
Committee, the testimony of  
accused Communists and the 
much-publicized aftermath of  
student rioting in which 5,000 
San Francisco youths took 
part.

Animals shown by Mr. 
and Mrs. Dallmont Erickson 
last week at the Northeast 
Nebraska Angus Association 
show and sale at Creighton 
were selected the reserve 
champion bull and reserve 
champion female.   
Fifty Years Ago
February 25, 1971 

Three Pelster brothers from 
Petersburg have advanced in 
bouts to be held at Fort Worth, 
Texas, after winning fights 
the past week in Omaha in 
the Midwest Golden Gloves 
Tournament. It is believed to 
be the first time in Midwest 
Gloves history that three 
brothers have even reached the 
semi-finals — much less swept 
their respective events. Roger 

decisioned Dan Fielder of  
Grand Island in the 156-pound 
bout and took a split-decision 
over Dan Griffin of  Lincoln 
in a semi-finals victory. Steve 
outpointed Sid Fentress of  
Lincoln in a 125-pound bout 
to advance to the semi-finals. 
Junior knocked out John 
Turpin of  Scottsbluff  in the 
second round in the 139 pound 
division for a chance in the 
semi-finals.

In a subscription renewal 
note from M/Sgt R.W. 
Longanecker, he reports that 
the family spent the three-day 
Washington birthday holiday 
touring Paris, France by way 
of  Verdun, then returning to 
home-station, Ramstein  Air 
Base, Germany.

Twenty-five year members 
of  the Veterans of  Foreign 
Wars Post 5816 were recently 
recognized and awarded pins 

commemorating their years of  
membership. They were Alfred 
Schrad, Al Schrage, Lew Shain, 
Ray Heithoff, Leonard Hoefer, 
Wilburt Scholl, Floyd Varn, 
Wayne Currie, Cleon Pratt, Ray 
Schrage, Paul Moser, Milton 
Meis, Sylvester Schrage, 
Wilfred Arehart, Jerry Tunink 
and Vernol Beckman.
Thirty Years Ago
February 27, 1991

A Mother-Daughter Tea is 
one of  several Easter weekend 
events planned in Elgin next 
month. During the tea, there 
will be an “Easter Bonnet 
Contest” featuring a style show 
by the Elgin FHA Chapter.

“Sandhills Saddle and 
Buggy Club” is the name of  
a new saddle club that has 
been formed in the Elgin area. 
President of  the club is Ron L. 
Wilkinson.

Volunteers were busy at 

the Elgin Public Schools 
lunchroom Sunday afternoon 
baking and packing cookies for 
overseas military personnel. 
Nearly 10,000 cookies were 
packed that day.

Pope John seniors Stacy 
Schindler and Randy Luettel 
were crowned 1991 Sweetheart 
King and Queen at ceremonies 
preceding the dance.

Scott Beckman of  rural 
Elgin was elected chairman of  
the Nebraska Association of  
County Extension Boards. 
Twenty Years Ago
February 28, 2001

Inducted by the Pope John 
National Honor Society 
Chapter were Brian Selting, 
Andrea Stearns, Shauna 
Warren, Andrew Linnaus, 
Matthew Bode, Christopher 
Kuhlman, Danny Pelster, 
Thomas Dwyer, Mandi Hoefer 
and Kassie Ketteler.

From Page Four
Ricketts
public safety, such as airplane 
pilots and workers in nuclear 
power plants.

Along with these workforce 
issues, marijuana also endan-
gers public safety on the roads.  
For instance, in Washington, 
the number of  drivers involved 
in fatal crashes testing positive 
for THC has doubled since the 
state legalized marijuana in 
2012. 

Aside from its particularly 
harmful influence on youth 
and in workplaces, marijuana 
is bad for health, especially 
mental health.  Marijuana 
poses risks to brain develop-
ment and cognitive function-
ing.  The National Academy 
of  Medicine, the nonprofit 
group that advises the federal 
government on health and 
medicine, released a report 
in 2017.  It shows that “Can-
nabis use is likely to increase 
the risk of  schizophrenia and 

other psychoses.”  According to 
NAM, the higher the use is, the 
greater the risk is.

The American Psychiatric 
Association’s statement on 
marijuana says, “there is no 
current scientific evidence 
that cannabis is in any way 
beneficial for the treatment of  
any psychiatric disorder.  In 
contrast, current evidence sup-
ports, at minimum, a strong 
association of  cannabis use 
with the onset of  psychiatric 
disorders.  Adolescents are par-
ticularly vulnerable to harm, 
given the effects of  cannabis on 
neurological development.”

California partially legalized 
marijuana in 1996 and fully 
legalized it in 2016.  The State 
saw a rise in marijuana-related 
emergency department visits 
of  976% from 2005 to 2019!  Col-
orado legalized marijuana in 
2012 for adults age 21 and older.  
A study by the University of  
Colorado School of  Medicine 

reported a threefold increase in 
ER visits related to marijuana 
from 2012 to 2016. 

No wonder the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
warns the public not to smoke 
marijuana and opposes its 
legalization.  The AMA’s policy 
statement on “Cannabis Legal-
ization for Recreational Use” 
says “cannabis is a dangerous 
drug and as such is a serious 
public health concern,” and 
“cannabis for adult use should 
not be legalized.” 

The multi-billion dollar mari-
juana industry will continue 
to say anything to get the drug 
legalized and avoid regula-
tion for public safety.  I urge 
Nebraskans to be steadfast in 
resisting their tactics.  As the 
Legislature debates bills re-
lated to marijuana this session, 
contact your State Senator to 
remind them of  the dangers of  
bringing marijuana legaliza-
tion to your community. 
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A taste of
what the
future holds

SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

HUMPHREY — Robert 
Goulet, a singer of  some 
esteem, recorded an anthem of  
sorts more than 50 years ago. 
It was called “The Impossible 
Dream.”

The song was about 
overcoming obstacles - to fight 
the unbeatable foe, to run 
where the brave dare not go, to 
march into Hell for a Heavenly 
cause, etc. 

Sometimes these words, 
as well as the song, are used 
to describe great moments 
in sports where teams given 
no chance to win, overcome 
all obstacles to become 
champions. Villanova’s 1985 
victory over Patrick Ewing and 
Georgetown comes to mind. 
So, too, USA’s victory over 
the Soviet Union at the 1980 
Olympics.

Robert Goulet recorded a 
‘stiff ’ version of  the song in 
the mid-1960s. Elvis Presley 
detested Goulet so much that 
when he came on TV, Presley 
discharged his revolver. Goulet 
survived, the TV did not.

Anyway, I thought of  the 
lyrics from that classic song 
while driving home Saturday 
night from Humphrey after the 
St. Francis Flyers ended the 
Wolfpack’s season, 81 to 42. All 
that separated the Wolfpack 
from a state tournament berth 
was the Flyers. By virtue of  the 
victory, HSF earned their third 
consecutive trip to Lincoln 
and Wolfpack players, coaches 
and fans 
were left 
to think 
about 
‘next 
year.’

That’s 
not a bad 
thought 
to ponder. 
When 
the sting 
of  the 
season-
ending 
loss 
subsides, 
looking 
ahead 
will bring 
a smile to 
Wolfpack 
fans.

Just two seniors (Jordan 
Lindgren and Layne Bullock) 
will graduate from this year’s 
team. That means there’s a lot 
of  talent coming back. All five 
starters will be back, the top 
reserves will be back. Everyone 
coming back should be better 
from the experience of  this 
year’s 13-13 season. Speaking 
of  the season record, if  the 
Wolfpack had any kind of  luck 
in December and January, they 
could have easily finished with 
18 or 19 victories. Would it 
have been enough to challenge 
the Flyers? Probably not, but 
winning gives a program an 
added boost. Confidence grows 
from having success in close 
games. 

The Wolfpack’s success this 
year will translate into higher 
expectations next year. We 
know our upper classmen are 
good players, but I’m anxious 
to see how much better this 
year’s freshmen (Dylon 
Lueking, Myles Kittelson, Gage 
Thiessen, Nick Anderson and 
Blake Henn) will play when 
they are sophomores. 

Playing winning basketball 
eliminates costly mistakes. I 
could go on but I don’t have 
Grant Coach Larry Pritchett’s 
notes. I think of  Pritchett 
as the “John Wooden” 
of  Nebraska high school 
basketball. Grant had a lot 
of  great athletes during the 
80s and 90s, but it was good 
coaching which made them 
great.

Speaking of  Wooden, one 
statement he made in his book 
about the pyramid of  success 
on the court still rings true. He 
said teams should be quick, but 
not rush. Playing fast is one 
way to be successful, but by 
not rushing the action leads to 
fewer mistakes and turnovers.

This is the second year in 
a row the team has improved 
its won-loss record. From my 
view, Coach Michael Becker 
is finding his groove and the 
players are believers.

This season fans got a taste 
of  how good the Wolfpack can 

HUMPHREY — Elgin 
Public-Pope John saw a berth 
in the Boys State Basketball 
Tournament slip away 
Saturday night.

Humphrey St. Francis (20-4) 
scored 46 points in the first 
half  and went on to defeat the 
Wolfpack 81 to 42.

The Flyers, the #3 seed 
in Class D2, were relentless 
on both ends of  the court, 
particularly in the first half  as 
they took away any chance for 
the Wolfpack to win the game.

Justin Leifeld had 10 points 
in the first quarter, connecting 
on two treys, to seize the early 
momentum. The Wolfpack 
were held to just two points in 
the game’s first five minutes. 
Sophomore Paiton Hoefer 
finished with five points in 
the quarter and junior Colton 
Wright had four.

For awhile in the second 
quarter it seemed the 
Wolfpack would make a run to 
make it a game. Back-to-back 
treys by Austin Good and Jack 
Wemhoff  cut the lead to seven 
points, 22 to 15. They pulled to 
within five points, 24 to 19, on 
Wright’s second basket of  the 
quarter.

That’s as close as the 
Wolfpack would get. For the 
remainder of  the half, the 
Flyers would outscore EPPJ 
18 to 12 to lead 46 to 31 at 
intermission.

The Wolfpack were limited 
to just 11 points the entire 
second half  as the Flyers 
jumped out to a 30-point lead, 
64 to 34. The Wolfpack’s only 
points came from Wright with 
a field goal and a free throw.

The Wolfpack got a trey 
from Nick Anderson early in 
the fourth quarter. Their only 
other points came on two-
point baskets by Wemhoff  and 
Hoefer and a free throw from 
Gage Thiessen.

Wolfpack Coach Michael 
Becker told The Elgin Review 
after the game that his young 
team had been in tough 
situations in earlier games, 
but this was different.

“St. Francis just put us in 
some situations where we had 
to be perfect and sometimes 
we just weren’t able to come 
through with that quickness. 
The other thing I think was 
really key to the game was 
rebounding. They go so many 
second chance opportunities.”

EPPJ was led in scoring by 
Wright with 14 points to go 
along with 11 rebounds for a 
double-double.

Humphrey had four players 
in double figures, led by 
Leifeld with 16, Tanner Pfeifer 
had 14, Jaden Kosch tossed in 
13 and Haustyn Forney scored 
12.

“We’re extremely proud of  
what we accomplished (this 
year),” Coach Becker said. “We 
had all kinds of  kids improve 
as the year went on, both 
varsity and JV … The main 
objective is to be better the 
last game of  the year than you 

ELGIN — A fast start and a strong finish lifted 
Elgin Public-Pope John to a 67 to 54 victory over 
Spalding Academy in the finals of  the Class D2-5 
Subdistrict.

Playing Thursday night, the Wolfpack (13-12) 
scored 12 of  the game’s first 14 points and never 
trailed as they defeated the Shamrocks for the 
second time this season.

Paiton Hoefer and Colton Wright got the team 
off  to a hot start as both had four points in the 
first quarter. The team also got points from Nick 
Anderson and Jack Wemhoff  to take an 18 to six 
lead late in the quarter.

Then, starting with a buzzer-beater to end the 
first quarter, Wemhoff  hit three treys and a two-
pointer for 11 points in a row which ballooned the 
lead up to 29 to 10 with 5:35 to go before halftime.

The Wolfpack added eight more points in the 
remaining five+ minutes to lead 37 to 19. EPPJ 
capitalized on Spalding Academy’s cold shooting 
from beyond the arc as they had just three treys 
in the first half. But that would all change.

Dawson Murphy opened the second half  with 
a three-point barrage. Down 37 to 19, Murphy’s 
trey quickly cut the lead to just 12 points, 37 to 25. 
But, for nearly four minutes after that, Spalding 
Academy (10-10) went scoreless as the Wolfpack 
added onto their lead which grew to 20 points late 
in the quarter.

Entering the fourth quarter the Wolfpack 
maintained a double-digit lead despite the best 

Earning the district runner-up plaque Saturday night were the Wolfpack. Team members were (front row, l-r): Ethan Hinkle, Jordan Lindgren, 
Layne Bullock, Austin Good, Camryn Pelster, Jack Wemhoff and Gage Thiessen. Back row: Ass’t. Coach Matt Koeppe, Blake Henn, Myles 
Kittelson, Nick Anderson, Paiton Hoefer, Colton Wright, Dylon Lueking and Head Coach Michael Becker. E-R photo/DMorgan

were the first game of  the year 
and I think we accomplished 
that this year.”

The Wolfpack finish the 
season with a 13-13 record. 

Humphrey SF 81, EPPJ 42
Wolfpack………9  22   3    8 — 42

Flyers…………22  24  18  17 — 81
Wolfpack — Layne Bullock 0-1 0-0 
0, Jack Wemhoff 2-10 2-4 7, Gage 
Thiessen 0-1 1-2 1, Paiton Hoefer 
3-12 2-2 9, Austin Good 2-5 0-0 6, 
Myles Kittelson 0-1 0-0 0, Camryn 
Pelster 0-1 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 

2-3 1-1 5, Colton Wright 7-12 
0-0 14, Jordan Lindgren 0-1 0-0 
0, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon 
Lueking 0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 
16-48 6-9 42. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 4-13 (Austin Good 2, 
Paiton Hoefer 1, Jack Wemhoff 1).

Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 22 (Colton Wright 11). 
Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Jack 
Wemhoff 4). Steals — Wolfpack 3 
(Camryn Pelster 1, Gage Thiessen 
1, Austin Good 1). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 28.

Flyers end EPPJ roundballers’ season Saturday

Fast start lifts
Wolfpack past SA
Shamrocks 67-54

See SHAMROCKS, Page Seven
Sophomore guard Paiton Hoefer drives towards the basket past Spalding Academy’s Dawson Murphy during second 
half action. Hoefer finished with 18 points in the victory. E-R photo/DMorgan
 

Colton Wright had success inside against the Flyers, finishing with 
14 points and 11 rebounds. Here he takes on Flyer Tanner Pfeifer. 
E-R photo/DMorgan

Austin Good (5) and Paiton Hoefer (4) were waiting for Flyer Jack 
Lubischer when he drove the lane during second half action Satur-
day night. E-R photo/DMorgan
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ELGIN — It was close for 
awhile, then it turned into a 
one-sided game.

Elba (2-15) hung with Elgin 
Public-Pope John for a few 
minutes, then the Wolfpack 
scored 20 unanswered points 
and cruised to a 70 to 40 victory 
in the semi-final round of  the 
District D2-5 subdistrict played 
Tuesday night, Feb. 23.

With the score 13 to 9, 
Wolfpack junior Colton Wright 
took over inside with seven 
straight points. That was 
followed by five points by 
Jack Wemhoff  to close out 
the quarter with the Wolfpack 
ahead 27 to 9.

EPPJ then scored the first 
six points of  the second 
quarter, three by Wright and 
a trey from Austin Good. The 
run ended when Elba’s Joey 
Wysocki connected with 5:42 
left before halftime. Wright 
would finish with 14 points in 
the first half  as he was nearly 
unstoppable in the post.

With the outcome of  the 
game decided by halftime, the 
teams traded baskets in the 
second half  as Coach Michael 
Becker gave reserves plenty of  
playing time.

Wright led the Wolfpack 
with 21 points, Wemhoff  added 
12 and Hoefer had 10. Elba 
was led by Wysocki with 13, 
Brendon Keene added 12.

Wolfpack chew up Elba Bluejays 70 to 40
The victory boosted the 

Wolfpack’s record to 12—12.
EPPJ 70, Elba 40

Bluejays………9    8  10  13 — 40
Wolfpack…….27  17  14  12 — 70
Wolfpack — Layne Bullock 0-1 
0-0 0, Jack Wemhoff 5-5 0-0 12, 
Gage Thiessen 0-1 0-0 0, Paiton 
Hoefer 4-13 0-0 10, Austin Good 
2-7 1-1 5, Myles Kittelson 3-4 0-0 
7, Camryn Pelster 2-5 0-0 4, Nick 
Anderson 1-2 0-0 2, Colton Wright 
10-12 1-2 21, Jordan Lindgren 
0-3 0-0 0, Ethan Hinkle 1-2 1-2 
3, Dylon Lueking 3-5 0-0 6. Team 
totals: 31-60 3-5 70. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 5-12 (Jack 
Wemhoff 2, Paiton Hoefer 2, 
Myles Kittelson 1).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 26 (Dylon Lueking 
5, Paiton Hoefer 5). Assists — 
Wolfpack 11 (Gage Thiessen 
2, Jack Wemhoff 2, Camryn 
Pelster 2). Steals — Wolfpack 16 
(Jack Wemhoff 4). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 14.

efforts of  the Shamrocks. 
Murphy had three treys in 
the final quarter and Klayton 
Kleffner added one.

A Murphy trey with 3:00 
left on the clock cut the lead 
to 57 to 46. EPPJ answered 
with points of  their own from 
Hoefer, Austin Good and Nick 
Anderson to maintain the lead. 
The Wolfpack made five of  nine 
free throw in the game’s final 
2:16 to seal the victory.

At the conclusion of  the 
game, in a sign of  good 
sportsmanship, the two teams 
gathered at mid-court for a 
prayer before departing.

Wemhoff  led the Wolfpack in 
points with 22 to go along with 
a team-high four steals. Hoefer 
had 18 points and Anderson 
added 14. Murphy (with seven 
treys) led the Shamrocks with 
27 points, Kleffner had 12 as did 
Dan Diessner.
EPPJ 67, Spalding Academy 54
Shamrocks…...6  13  11  24 — 54
Wolfpack…….21  16  10  20 — 67
Wolfpack — Layne Bullock 0-0 
0-0 0, Jack Wemhoff 8-14 3-5 22, 
Gage Thiessen 0-0 1-2 1, Paiton 
Hoefer 7-16 3-5 18, Austin Good 
0-7 1-2 1, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 1-1 1-1 3, 
Nick Anderson 6-9 2-3 14, Colton 
Wright 3-5 2-2 8, Jordan Lindgren 

From Page Six
Shamrocks

0-0 0-0 0, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, 
Dylon Lueking 0-1 0-0 0. Team 
totals: 25-53 12-19 67. Spalding 
Academy team totals: 19-59 7-12 
54. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
5-17 (Jack Wemhoff 3, Paiton 
Hoefer 1, Camryn Pelster 1), 

Shamrocks 9-36 (Murphy 7).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 28 (Colton Wright 8). 
Assists — Wolfpack 10 (Jack 
Wemhoff 4). Steals — Wolfpack 
6 (Nick Anderson 4). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 13.

It can be a struggle under the boards as Camryn Pelster found out 
during first half action against Elba. E-R photo/DMorgan

Ethan Hinkle eyes the basket 
during the game’s final moments. 
E-R photo/DMorgan

Austin Good eyes the basket. 
E-R photo/DMorgan

Wolfpack point guard Jack Wemhoff had team highs in points (22) 
and assists (4) against the Shamrocks. E-R photo/DMorgan



Court News
All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: R&T Ag, L.L.C. the 
address of the designated 
office is: 83661 515th Avenue, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all 
lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 

organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on February 22, 2021 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 

agreement duly approved by its 
members.

R&T AG, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein
Doerr & Klein, P.C. P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: February 24, March 3 
and 10, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — R&T AG, L.L.C.

Chad J. Schwager, Royal, NE 
12/5/2020 Careless driving/
possess-consumer open alcohol 
container, fined $150 - Jones.*

George Patras, Greenfield, 
MN 1/11/2021 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Koch.

Terrance J. Sehi, Neligh, 
NE 12/27/2020 obtain permit 
under false pretense, fined $100 
- Bauer & Johnson..

to work.
Last year, Congress enacted 

numerous bipartisan relief  
packages to support Ameri-
cans enduring the unforeseen 
circumstances brought on 
by COVID. The legislation 
provided incentives like the 

Payroll Protection Program 
and Employee Retention Tax 
Credit which were specifically 
designed to keep Americans on 
payrolls. 

Likewise, I supported a 
strong expansion of  the Child 
Tax Credit and doubled the 
standard exemption as part 

From Page Four
Smith

be. Next year, we will want 
more. I have a good feeling the 
team will deliver. “And I know 
if  I’ll only be true to this quest 
… the world will be better for 
this” the song says. 

Boys, it’s time to “Dream the 
Impossible Dream.”

From Page Six
Tales

IT’S ALL
ABOUT BEEF

Beef Systems 
Asst. Ext. Educator 

Ben Beckman

While forage crops may not 
always be the main product 
for most producers, they 
do play an important role 
in our production systems, 
particularly for those of  us 
who own livestock.  We take 
time every year to look at crop 
yields and pick the varieties of  
corn and beans to plant or take 
time with catalogs and sales to 
find the right bull for our cows.  
Don’t forget in your planning 

this year 
to give 
time and 
consid-
eration to 
forages 
as well.

Having 
a clear 
idea of  
the goals 
and 
expecta-
tions you 
have for 
a forage 
crop are 
critical to 
planning 
success.  
Some 
things 
to think 

through might include the how 
land, machinery or grazing 
infrastructure, and labor you 
have available match up with 
a particular forage crop’s 
need.  What is the true cost of  
production, including land, 
labor, seed, irrigation, and 
fertilization and how can those 
costs be kept manageable or 
reduced?  Finally, how can the 

Now’s the time to start planning ahead
forge meet the final demands 
you have for it as a feed source?

Finding the right system 
to meet these demands can 
seem daunting, but the beauty 
of  forage crops are the many 
species and varieties available.  
With maturity dates, growing 
periods, winter hardiness, and 
harvest options varying with 
each species we choose, there 
is lots of  flexibility to mix and 
match and find the best fit for 
your operation and unique 
circumstances.

For example, a forage plan 
to provide some grazing to 
weaning calves in the fall 
and winter months needs 
high quality fall growth as a 
cornerstone.  If  these calves 
are backgrounded through 
the winter, a silage crop 
followed by an oat/forage 
rapeseed mixture might be 
a consideration.  Besides 
providing fall grazing that is 
high quality and silage for a 
ration once we move to a dry-
lot, the shorter growing season 
for silage means we can get our 
fall crops in the ground sooner.  
Timely planting is critical 
for ensuring the fall oats and 
brassicas have enough time 
to grow and produce biomass 
before cool temperatures shut 
them down. 

Compare that with a 
producer who needs fall forage 
for dry cows and spring growth 
for pairs before turning out on 
pasture.  

Mature cows need more 
substance than quality in 
the fall when dry, but need 
both in the spring when 
nutritional demands increase 
due to lactation. In this case, a 
summer annual like sorghum 
sudangrass can provide lots of  
growth by early fall and either 
be grazed or harvested and fed 
later.  

Depending on land 
availability and the variety we 
select, there may even be an 
opportunity to take an earlier 
harvest in the summer. 

Following this with a fall 
planted rye or triticale meets 
the second need for spring 
grazing.  While we don’t expect 
to graze this crop in the fall, 
planting early, ensures fall 
growth and provides plants a 
step up in the spring. 

The last thing to consider is 
variation between varieties 
themselves.  Often times, 
newer varieties have improved 
quality and production that 
may be worth shopping around 
for, though this isn’t always the 
case. Days to maturity can be 
another factor to consider. Oats 

planted early in the fall for 
grazing might benefit by the 
selection of  a forage variety, 
which has longer time to 
maturity than a regular grain 
oat.  This expanded grazing 
window often comes at a price 
increase though and might 
not be worth it if  planting 
later when shorter days and 
cooler temperatures naturally 
prevent maturation.

With so many species to 
choose from and variables 
to consider, this time taken 
planning ahead is critical for 
successfully utilizing forages 
in any operation.   Lay out your 
resources, goals, and animal 
needs, as they occur over the 
course of  the year then find 
the forage or forages that 
fit.  Once the general plan is 
formed, take some time to look 
at species or variety options 
that could impact final cost or 
productivity.  You’ll find time 
planning is time well spent.

-Ben Beckman is a beef  
systems Extension Educator 
serving the counties of  
Antelope, Cedar, Knox, Madison 
and Pierce.  He is based out of  
the Cedar County Extension 
office in Hartington.  You can 
reach him by phone: (402) 254-
6821 or email: ben.beckman@
unl.edu . 

Nebraska’s economic recovery from COVID 
back on positive trajectory after stall

The Nebraska Economic Re-
covery Dashboard, a joint proj-
ect of  the Planning Committee 
of  the Nebraska State Legisla-
ture and the UNO Center for 
Public Affairs Research shows 
that the pace of  the economic 
recovery due to the COVID-19 
pandemic had stalled but ap-
pears to be back on a positive 
trajectory.

The dashboard tracks several 
indicators weekly and monthly 
that allow for a granular analy-
sis of  the economic recovery, 
including, weekly initial and 
continued unemployment 
claims, monthly total employ-
ment, and monthly net tax 
receipts.

The monthly change in total 
nonfarm employment numbers 
show that the initial drastic de-
cline in employment as a result 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic was 
followed by steady gains in the 
numbers of  those employed 
in Nebraska through the early 
summer.

Total employment fell by 
over 53,000 between March and 
April of  2020 but Nebraska 
gained about 9,000 jobs each 
month until July. Through 

the late summer and fall the 
employment gains continued 
but not at the same positive 
rate. The average change in 
monthly total nonfarm employ-
ment between August of  2020 
and November of  2020 was 
just under 1,500. However, in 
December over 4,000 employees 
were added indicating a posi-
tive trajectory for the economic 
recovery.

Consistent with the increas-
es in the number employed, Ne-
braska’s net tax receipts from 
income were strong in January 
of  2021 compared to the same 
month in 2020. However, sales 
and use tax receipts were down 
in January of  2021 from the 
same month in 2020.

According to Josie Schafer 
the director of  CPAR, “That 
Nebraskans are getting back 
into the workforce and earn-
ing an income is a great thing 
but there are several reasons 
why they may not be spending 
as much as in the past. The 
winter months along with the 
ongoing pandemic may have 
hampered demand. However, it 
could also be a lack of  con-
fidence about the economic 
recovery.”

Duct work and framing is in full force within the 
medical clinic area of the new Out-Patient Clinic 
Expansion at Boone County Health Center in 
Albion. This is located along the west end of the 
new build. Photo submitted

BCHC progress 
continues to be made
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This warm weather that 
we have had in Elgin for the 
past week now has gotten me 
to think about a few things. 
First, warm weather means 
I will soon be graduating, 
summer will be coming and 
I can spend my days working 
and weekends at the river. But 
above all that, the nice weather 
has me thinking about golf  
season. 

I truly believe that by the 
time I was able to walk, I was 
swinging a golf  club. I have 
been playing golf  for as long 
as I can remember - with 
my family, doing youth golf  
programs and tournaments, 
and now competing in high 
school on the EPPJ Golf  Team. 

As my 
senior 
year is 
coming 
to an 
end, I 
defini-
tely 
want to 
go out 
with a 
“bang” 
with 
my golf  
game. 

For 
the 
past 3 
years, 
being 
on the 
golf  
team 

has helped me become more 
competitive on the links. 
Before then, golf  was more of  
a leisure activity that I was 
extremely passionate about. 
However, high school golf  
takes it to a whole new level, 
especially when you are one of  
the few - if  not the only girl - 
competing against the boys. 

Coming into my freshman 
year, it was extremely 
intimidating, being on a team 
with all guys including my 
brother. 

But I still was able to prove 
that I belonged on the team and 
be-came a varsity team mem-
ber in my first year. 

To this day, one tournament 
that will always come back into 
my mind was the Ewing Golf  
Tournament my sophomore 
year. 

It was a beautiful sunny 
day, a bit windy but what 
else would you expect from 
Nebraska weather. The Ewing 
golf  course (Summerland) is a 
typical 9-hole course, with hills 
and many many trees. Having 
said that, I liked the challenge. 

In a high school 
tournaments, all players 
walk the course and most 
tournaments are 18 holes, 
just as the Ewing tournament 
was. For some reason that day, 
everything was going perfectly 
for me. My drives were straight 
and avoiding trees, my short 

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Born to golf

New Arrivals
Matt and Kara Koinzan 

Pelster are the proud parents 
of  a baby girl born Thursday, 
Feb. 11, 2021.

Jewel Viola Pelster weighed 
six pounds, six ounces and was 
19 inches long at birth. She is 
welcomed by siblings Liam, 8 
years old, and Ace, 5.

Grandparents are Bart and 
Sandi Koinzan of  Neligh and 
Ralph and Deb Pelster of  
Elgin.

Great grandparents are 
Helen Strotheide of  Chadron 
and Jerri Koinzan of  Neligh.

The EPS Speech Team 
has been busy lately. They 
competed Wednesday at 
the Newman Grove Meet. 
William Heilhecker placed 3rd 
in Entertainment Speaking. 
Heilhecker and Theanna Dunn 
placed 3rd in Duet Acting. Jack 
Wemhoff  and Austin Good 
placed 5th in Duet Acting. 

The OID of  Dunn, Good, 
Wemhoff, Heilhecker and 
Baylee Busteed placed 4th. 
Also medalling in OID in 

EPS speech team competes at Newman
Grove, places third at Pope John Invite

5th place was Ethan Hinkle, 
Corbin Kinney, David Durre, 
Brenna Martinsen and Keyera 
Eisenhauer. 

Earning Superior Ratings 
on the day were the following:  
Brenna Martinsen-Humorous 
Prose, Jordan Lindgren-
Informative Speaking, Keyera 
Eisenhauer-Poetry, Theanna 
Dunn-Serious Prose, Corbin 
Kinney-Humorous Prose, 

Baylee Busteed earned an 
Excellent Rating in Serious 
Prose. 
PJCC

On Saturday, the team 
attended the Pope John Speech 
Meet. 

The team placed third 
overall.

Bringing home top honors 
on the day was Heilhecker, 
who was the Entertainment 
Speaking champion. 

Wemhoff  and Good were 
runners-up in Duet Acting.  
Dunn and Heilhecker placed 
3rd in Duet Acting. 

The OID of  Dunn, Wemhoff, 
Good, Heilhecker and Busteed 
placed 3rd. The OID of  Hinkle, 
Kinney, Durre, Martinsen and 
Eisenhauer placed 4th. 

Dunn earned the 3rd place 
medal in Serious Prose, while 
Busteed placed 5th in the 
event. 

Lindgren placed 4th in 
Informative Speaking, 
Eisenhauer placed 5th in Poetry, 
and Kinney earned the 6th place 
medal in Humorous Prose.

Martinsen earned an  

EPS speech team members earning medals Saturday at the Pope John Invite were (front row, l-r): 
Theanna Dunn, Baylee Busteed, Austin Good, Keyera Eisenhauer, Brenna Martinsen and William Heil-
hecker. Back row: Ethan Hinkle, David Durre, Jordan Lindgren, Jack Wemhoff and Corbin Kinney. Photo 
and story submitted by Stacy Shumake Henn

Excellent Rating in Humorous 
Prose. 

The team will compete in 
districts at Newman Grove on 
March 9. 

See VIEW, Page 10

EPS speech
team earns
NVC medals

On Monday, March 1, Elgin 
Public Schools was the site for 
the Niobrara Valley Confer-
ence Speech Meet. 

Sixteen teams battled in nine 
events at the competitive meet. 

William Heilhecker was the 
conference runner-up in Enter-
tainment Speaking.

The OID of  Theanna Dunn, 
Jack Wemhoff, Heilhecker, 
Austin Good and Baylee Bust-
eed earned 5th place medals.

Heilhecker and Dunn also 
placed 6th in Duet Acting.

Earning Superior Ratings at 
the meet were the following: 
Brenna Martinsen-Humorous 
Prose, Wemhoff  and Good-Duet 
Acting, Baylee Busteed-Serious 
Prose, Jordan Lindgren-
Informative Speaking, Ethan 
Hinkle, Corbin Kinney, David 
Durre, Brenna Martinsen and 
Keyera Eisenhauer-OID, The-
anna Dunn-Serious Prose, 

Excellent Ratings were 
earned by the following: Ke-
yera Eisenhauer-Poetry and 

The OID team placed fifth at the NVC meet Monday. Team members 
are (front row, l-r) Baylee Busteed and Theanna Dunn. Back row: 
William Heilhecker, Austin Good and Jack Wemhoff. Photo submitted

William Heilhecker placed sec-
ond in entertainment speaking. 
Photo submitted

Theanna Dunn (l) and William Heilhecker placed sixth in duet acting 
at the NVC Speech Tournament hosted by Elgin Public Schools on 
Monday. Photo submitted

Corbin Kinney-Humorous 
Prose. 

The team will attend the 
district contest on Tuesday, 

March 9, in Newman Grove.
Submitted by EPS Speech 

Coach Stacy Shumake Henn
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Dr. Carissa
Mangus

npa 2x2

NVC Academic Award recipients
Wheeler Central juniors and seniors recognized with Niobrara 
Valley Conference Academic awards last week were (front row, 
l-r): Hailey Genereux, Cheyenne Pokorny and Wylie Seamann. 
Back row: Rex Day, Rachel Dierks, Morgan Ramsey, MaKenna 
Pelster and Tim Keber. Photo and cutline courtesy of WC 
Guidance Counselor Dawn Erickson

Boone County Health Cen-
ter is excited to announce Dr. 
Carissa Mangus will join the 
Health Center in July of  2022. 
Dr. Mangus is the daughter of  

recently-retired 
Boone County 
Health Center 
Physician As-
sistant Jacquie 
Brugman. 

“We are 
privileged to 
welcome Dr 
Mangus to our 
medical team as 
we continue pro-
viding compre-
hensive, readily 

available care in our communi-
ties. She will compliment the 

Dr. Mangus to join BCHC in July 2022
services currently offered at 
Boone County Health Center,” 
said Dr. Tony Kusek.

Dr. Mangus earned her un-
dergraduate degree at the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska in Omaha 
and attended medical school 
at the University of  Nebraska 
Medical Center. Her focus will 
be on family medicine includ-
ing obstetrics (OB) care.

“I enjoy taking care of  
people of  all ages, from babies 
to the elderly. However, I find 
it particularly rewarding to 
take care of  OB patients. I love 
being with families as they 
bring a new life into the world, 
guiding them through this 
beautiful process, then caring 
for the babies as they grow up. 

This continuity of  care is very 
fulfilling for me,” explained 
Dr. Mangus. From a young age, 
Dr. Mangus knew she wanted 
to be a doctor. Growing up, she 
watched her mother devote 
a lot of  time to taking care 
of  patients, and she saw how 
fulfilling this was for both the 
patients and her mother. Her 
decision to be a doctor was 
solidified after job shadowing 
other Boone County Health 
Center Providers.

“Witnessing the positive 
impact providers have on their 
patients and families inspired 

me to devote myself  to caring 
for others as well,” said Dr. 
Mangus. “I’m honored to have 
the opportunity to care for pa-
tients at Boone County Health 
Center so I can give back to the 
community I love.”

Dr. Mangus will join Boone 
County Health Center in July 
2022 after completing her 
final residency. She currently 
lives in Bellevue, Nebraska 
with her husband Cody. In her 
spare time,  Dr. Mangus enjoys 
spending time with her hus-
band, their dog, friends and 
family. 
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Support our 
merchants!

game was unbelievably good, 
etc. 

When bringing in the scores 
after finishing, I found out my 
overall score was an 89. I was 
absolutely thrilled with the 
news. 

What was even more exciting 
was finding out I beat my 
brother! 

From Page 10
View

This I knew would be the one 
and only time I would ever beat 
him as he, to this day, is one 
of  the best golfers I have ever 
seen. 

Growing up, my brother and 
I have always been competitive 
with each other, even if  it was 
just a simple round of  golf  
with the family. For as good as 
he is, he usually came out the 

winner. 
When I finally beat my big 

brother in a golf  tournament, 
I knew that was a day I would 
never forget and I would hold 
over his head for the rest of  
the season.

Over the years, there have 
been so many memories I have 
made on the Wolfpack golf  
team, from the many van rides 

to tournaments, music choices 
during practices and more. 
With this to be my last year, I 
hope to make it one I will never 
forget. 

What I love most about golf  
though is, even though I am 
graduating, my golfing career 
doesn’t have to end. 

Golf  is one of  the few sports 
that you can play for your 
whole life. 

That is what I intend to do, to 
play golf  for as long as my life 
lets me. 

After I graduate, my golf  
career will start on a new 
course and I will join my 
mom and grandma for some 
women’s night golf  league. 

The Elgin Community Club 
announced the date for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

The egg hunt will be held 

Elgin Easter Egg hunt date set
Saturday, March 27, beginning 
at 11 a.m. near the picnic 
shelter at Elgin City Park.

The District #18 Board of  
Education will hold their 
regular monthly meeting on 
Wednesday evening, March 
10. The meeting, scheduled to 
begin at 6:30 p.m., will be held 
in the school lunchroom.

School board to
meet next week


