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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Organization — Schindler Broth-
ers Trucking, LLC

Notice of Organization — Bauer Express, 
LLC

Notice of Organization — Botha Farm & 
Truck Repair, LLC

Notice of March Regular Meetings — An-
telope County Board of Commissioners

The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

 Date High Low Prec
February 18 44 25 .00
February 19 49 26 .00
February 20 69 31 .00
February 21 61 39 .00
February 22 56 39 .00
February 23 55 22 .00
February 24 60 28 .00
Total for last week  0.00
Total for February  0.38 
Total precipitation 2024  2.03

The high temperature last week 
was 69 degrees on Tuesday, February 
20. 

The low during the same period 
was 22 degrees recorded on Friday, 
February 23.

No precipitation was recorded last 
week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

A public notice on the wall of the 
Elgin Post Office last week notified 
residents that there is a problem with 
its wastewater treatment facility.

“Until further notice, The City of 
Elgin is bypass pumping from the city 
wastewater treatment facility into 
the Blacksnake Creek due to mainte-
nance issues.” 

The issue is one which was raised 
earlier this month to Mayor Mike 
Schmitt and the Elgin City Council.

City Superintendent Donnie 
Poulsen, Jr., told the Elgin City 
Council earlier this month repairs 
were necessary at the sewer plant. He 
said a clarifier went down which has 
created problems which, if parts can’t 
be found, could get pricey.

Experts were to come to Elgin to 
assess the situation. The council is 
expected to be updated at their March 
meeting to be held Monday, March 4.

The sewer plant was constructed in 
1982, making it now over 40 years old.

“It’s way past its’ life expectancy,” 
said City Engineer John Zwingman.

Residents with any questions are 
encouraged to contact City Hall 
during regular business hours.

Wastewater plant
in need of

major repairs 
Incumbent deadline has passed.

The deadline for non-incumbents 
to file for elective office is this Thurs-
day, March 1. There have been no new 
filings for the District #18 Board of 
Education nor for Ward #1 and #2 for 
the Elgin City Council.

Basking in the glow of accomplish-
ment that only comes when achieving 
a goal you’ve worked long and hard for, 
there’s more work to be done.

Sixth-seed Elgin Public-Pope John 
will take a 22-2 record into Thursday 
night’s first round matchup against #3 
seed Southern Valley (26-1) at the Class 
D1 State Basketball Tournament.

To be played at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center, the game will be the last 
one of the night there, scheduled to tip-
off at 7:45 p.m.

Their opponent, the Eagles, come 
into the game riding a 22-game win-
ning streak. Their only loss this 
season came on December 12 when 
Gothenburg posted a 56 to 42 victory 
on the Swedes’ home court.

Coached by Richard McDonald, the 
Eagles are no strangers to the state 
tournament. They were in Lincoln 
last year and lost in the first round to 
Guardian Angels Central Catholic 67 
to 46.

The Eagles will be led by senior 
Ann Bose who is averaging 18.6 points 
per game. She also leads the team in 
assists, steals, rebounds and points 
scored. Teammate Adeline Hunt aver-
aged just over 11 points per game.

“Southern Valley has some very 
good players on their team,” Wolfpack 
Coach Randy Eisenhauer said about 
the team’s upcoming opponent. “A 
couple of girls are very athletic and do 
a lot for them.”

The Wolfpack come into the game 
having defeated Maywood-Hayes 
Center 51 to 44 in the district cham-
pionship game played Friday night at 
Kearney High School.

The Wolfpack are led by its’ four 
seniors - Ashlynne Charf, Keyera Ei-
senhauer, Brenna Martinsen and Elise 
Ruterbories.

Charf leads the Wolfpack in scoring, 
averaging 13.5 points per game, one-
tenth of a point more than Eisenhauer. 
Charf scores the majority of her points 
close to the basket while Eisenhauer 
hits from outside the key. Charf leads 
the team in rebounds (10 per game), 
as well as assists, steals and blocked 
shots.

Having started all season, Martin-
sen and Ruterbories each fill a niche 
for the team. Third on the team in 
scoring this season is junior Kate 
Furstenau, scoring nine points per 
game.

The Wolfpack have averaged 57 
points per game.

Both teams play a similar style of 
basketball 

“They are similar as they also want 
to get out and run and play a very sim-
ilar defense as we do with their 2- zone. 
Very long and athletic,” Coach Eisen-
hauer said.

This marks the second year in a row 
the Wolfpack have made the state tour-
nament. Last year, eventual champion 
Centura defeated EPPJ in the opening 
round.

The winner of this year’s first round 
matchup will advance to the semi-final 
round Friday morning at Devaney. 
They they will face the winner of 
Centura-GACC. Friday’s winner will 
advance to Saturday’s championship 
game while the losing team will play 
in the consolation finals Saturday at 
Lincoln East High School.

The other half of the bracket in-
cludes teams from O’Neill St. Mary’s, 
Pender, Bancroft-Rosalie and McCool 
Junction.

By Dennis Morgan

co-publisher

Two separate jury trials have been 
set for an Oakdale man accused of 
driving during revocation/suspension 
and other crimes in September 2023 
and in January.

Shane Sleister, 49, of Oakdale (in 
custody), appeared in front of the Hon-
orable Donna Taylor in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh on Feb. 
21, in the two similar cases. 

Sleister’s attorney, public defender 
Pat Carney, asked Taylor to set sepa-
rate trials in front of different juries.

Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Smith estimated one- to two-day trial 
in each case. Taylor set the trials for 
March 22 and March 25, with any pre-

Two jury trials set for Oakdale man
trial motions to be heard March 20.

Sleister is accused of operating a 
motor vehicle to avoid arrest, a Class 
1 misdemeanor; driving during revo-
cation, a Class 2 misdemeanor; and 
reckless driving, a Class 3 misdemean-
or, all alleged Jan. 5 in Oakdale. 

He is also charged with resisting 
arrest, a Class 1 misdemeanor, and 
driving during suspension, a Class 3 
misdemeanor, both alleged Sept. 20, 
2023, also in Oakdale. 

Sleister was remanded to Antelope 
County Sheriff Bob Moore’s custody, 
pending posting of bonds, $10,000, 10% 
cash in the 2023 case and $25,000, 10% 
in the 2024 case.

Kristopher Dorrie, 39, of Albion ap-
peared in front of the Honorable Donna 
Taylor in the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh last Wednesday, Feb. 
21, on a third-degree assault charge.

Dorrie pleaded guilty pursuant to a 
plea agreement with Antelope County 
Prosecutor Joe Smith. In return, Smith 
recommended a fine only.

Although Dorrie testified he didn’t 
think the victim, Cody Luscomb, was 
injured, he agreed to pay Luscomb’s 
restitution claim of $500. 

“I picked him up and we went to 
the ground, no punches,” Dorrie said. 

Judge fines Albion man for assault, 
prompt payment earns credit

By Sandy Schroth

court reporter

“(Luscomb) said he was (injured) but I 
don’t see how he was.”

Smith said the victim “didn’t care on 
sentencing.” He had not sought medi-
cal treatment but claimed injury and 
asked restitution for lost wages.

Dorrie’s attorney, public defender 
Pat Carney, said Dorrie had no crimi-
nal history for the last 20 years and ex-
plained the altercation between former 
friends. He said Dorrie, in a defensive 
move, wrapped Luscomb in a “bear 
hug” from the rear and took him to the 
ground. “On the playground or in the 
old west, that would have been the end 
of it,” Carney said.

Taylor ordered Dorrie to pay $500 
restitution and fined him $800, with 
credit to be given on the fine for the 

$500 restitution if paid by March 6. He 
was taxed $50 court costs. Dorrie paid 
the $500 before leaving the courthouse.

*****
David A. Hertges, 42, of Austin, Min-

nesota, pleaded guilty, by waiver, to an 
amended count of no operator’s license. 
He was fined $75 and assessed $49 costs 
for the Nov. 28, 2023, offense.

*****
Sentencing for Denis Kerkman, 90, 

of Tilden on a recent conviction of vio-
lating a harassment protection order is 
continued to March 20. Bond is con-
tinued, in the amount of $20,000, 10%, 
with an order for no contact, neither 
direct nor indirect, with victim. Kerk-
man is represented by Carney.

*****
Sentencing was also postponed for 

Richard C. Jelich Jr., 28, homeless, for 
violation of probation. Resentencing is 
continued to March 6. Bond is contin-
ued at $10,000, 10%. It will be amended 
if Jelich is accepted in treatment or 
for residence at Oxford House and is 
transported from the county jail.

*****
A Petersburg man accused of pass-

ing a counterfeit $100 bill last fall saw 
his charge dismissed on Thursday. 
Thomas R. Miller, 54, had been denied 
a request for a bail refund earlier this 
month. On Thursday, Smith dis-
missed the forgery charge after Miller 
assigned the $135 bond held by the 
county - $100 to Elgin One Stop and $35 
toward court costs in the case. He paid 
the costs balance of $16 on Feb. 21.

Days winding 
down to file for
elective office 

The deadline is Thursday, March 1.

District champions headed to state are (front row, l-r): student managers Molly Thiessen and Brystol Buschow, Brenna Martin-
sen, Ashlynne Charf, Keyera Eisenhauer, Elise Ruterbories, Mady Kurpgeweit and student managers Gentry Zwingman and Sydney 
Niewohner. Back row: Ass’t. Coach Trent Ostransky, player/manager Kyndal Busteed, Kierstyn Eisenhauer, Kate Furstenau, Braelyn 
Martinsen, Callie Heithoff, Sara Bode, Elizabeth Moser, Kayton Zwingman and Head Coach Randy Eisenhauer.

Wolfpack players celebrate receiving the district plaque. E-R photos/D&L Morgan

Senior Ashlynne Charf models the latest 
sports fashion - a net signifying EPPJ is 
headed to the state tournament.

Wolfpack all smiles after winning district championship Friday

EPPJ to face
Southern Valley

to open State
Tournament

A pep rally for the Wolfpack girls 
basketball team will be held at 
10:30 am Thursday at the Elgin 
Public gym. 

All Elgin schools will then dis-
miss at 2:50 p.m. There is no school 
on Friday.

Wolfpack Pep Rally
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Stay informed! 

Shop at Home! 

CWC varsity boys basketball 
finished their season this past 
week with subdistrict games 
held at St. Marys Catholic 
School  in O’Neill.

 CWC competed against 
Creighton Monday, February 
19. The final score was CWC 50, 
Creighton 44. 

The following evening CWC  
played O’Neill St. Marys. The 
final score was St. Marys 69, 
CWC 27.

The Bartlett Lions Club met 
Thursday evening, February 15 

Bartlett News
at 7 p.m. at the old fire hall in 
Bartlett. 

Discussion included Easter 
Egg Hunt to be held March 30 
at the Bartlett Village Park. 
Registration will begin at 1:30 
p.m. with the hunt beginning at 
2 p.m.  

Our family is truly grateful 
for God’s miracle of healing 
with my Dad as he has been 
battling acute myeloid leuke-
mia and has taken one round of 
cancer treatments. 

His cancer doctor said his 

platelet count needed to be 59 or 
above to be proof that the treat-
ments  are working. 

A month ago his platelet 
count was nine. Friday of this 
week the count was a whopping 
96. Praise God. Many a prayer, 
in faith, have been lifted up for 
my Dad. 

We are very grateful and 
thankful for all the prayers 
lifted up for my Dad, Steven and 
my Mom. Please continue to 
pray. 

By Sherry Tetschner
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Sixty Years Ago  February 27, 1964

David Wemhoff of Norfolk Burns placed first in the District 
2 American Legion oratorical contest held here Saturday at the 
Elgin High School auditorium. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Dwyer celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary Sunday, Feb. 22nd by being surprised by all of their 
children and their families arriving with well filled baskets of food 
for the noon dinner. 

Basketball royalty at Elgin High School was announced Friday 
night during the school’s homecoming with Bonnie Latzel as queen 
and George Mooney as king.

Joan Weber, eighth grade pupil at St. Boniface School, has won a 
first place in the State Safety Poster contest sponsored by a Ne-
braska motor club. Joan’s winning entry was for portraying the 
safety rule “Walk on the Left Facing the Traffic” and was judged 
best in the junior division.      

Fifty Years Ago February 28, 1974

The “English Journal” a national publication for English teach-
ers, printed an article written by Sr. Joyce in the Feb. issue. The 
article explains the working of PJ’s Humanities program. 

Elgin’s five high school wrestlers, three from Pope John and 
two from Elgin Public, were defeated in first round competition at 
Lincoln, Thursday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Armstrong of Scottsbluff, announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Sandi, to Gary D. Beals, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harland Beals of Scottsbluff.

Seven of the 16 Hobby Club members worked on their yearly 
project for Antelope Memorial Hospital patients at Neligh.The 
ladies made nut cups honoring George Washington’s birthday 
anniversary. 

Fred Schindler of Neligh, Mr. and Mrs. John Thiele of Clearwa-
ter, Mrs. Jerry Coyne of Omaha, and Mrs. Max Schindler attended 
the State Wrestling Tournament in Lincoln, Friday.      

Thirty Years Ago March 2, 1994

 Three Elgin High School students have been selected as new 
members of the Dr. W. W. Graham Chapter of National Honor Soci-
ety. The new members are Mark Dietz, Nathan Dickerson, and Sam 
Vanourney. 

Elgin High School’s boys basketball team will be returning to 
Lincoln next week to defend their 1993 state D2 championship. 
The Eagles dominated both of their opponents in the D2-4 District 
Tournament at Randolph early this week.  

Reigning as king and queen at the annual Pope John Central 
Catholic Sweetheart Dance last Saturday night were seniors Ly-
nette Kluthe and Chris Eischeid. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
It’s more than ‘just another day in paradise’

Monday, March 4: Baked potato 
bar with all the toppings, peas, 
milk.
Tuesday, March 5: Cheeseburger 
soup, cottage cheese, cheese/
crackers, carrots/celery, peach-
es, milk.
Wednesday, March 6: Fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes & 
gravy, peas, strawberry/peach-
es mix, milk.
Thursday, March 7: Spaghetti & 
meat sauce, lettuce salad, corn, 
tropical fruit, milk.
Friday, March 8: Lemon pepper 
fish, baked potato, green beans, 
apricots, milk.

(All meals served with bread & butter. 
Menus are provided by the Community 

Center and are subject to change).

Suggested price is $6 per meal 
for persons 60 years of age and 
older. 

Under 60 is $9.00. Serving starts 
at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday thru 
Friday. 

Takeout starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. to 
reserve a meal for that day. 

For a great meal, come to the com-
munity center! 

Elgin Community 
Center Menus

You may not believe this, but 
I know it to be true.  Moms have 
superpowers.  Magic, if you 
will.  My kids can also attest to 
this phenomenon.  It’s a trans-
formation that takes place once 
you become a mother.  A gift 
given to assist with child rear-
ing.  Allow me to explain.

The other day while running 
errands, my daughter needed a 
tissue.  No problem.  
Then, she broke a 
nail.  Not to worry, I 
had a kit that con-
tained nail clippers, 
file, etc.  

Later, a bug bite, for 
which I had anti-itch 
cream.  My daughter 
exclaimed how when 
she becomes a mom 
later in life, she’s 
going to be prepared 
for everything as 
well.  A special trait 
of mommies.

I’ve lost count of 
the number of times 
my boys will be up 
to something in the 
other room or upstairs and I’ll 
call them out on it.  They can 
never understand how I am 

able to hear them.  I tell them 
that moms are given heightened 

hearing, so we know 
when our children 
are up to no good.

I’m sure you’ve 
heard that moms 
have eyes in the back 
of their heads.  Al-
though they haven’t 
been able to find my 
extra set, they’re 
convinced they are 
there.  Somehow, 
even with my back 
turned, I can tell 
when things are go-
ing amiss behind me.  
I know if someone is 
contemplating trying 
to sneak a candy, or 

about to throw a punch 
to their sibling.

We also can see the future.  
Not the distant future, of course.  

Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

We’re able to see just moments 
ahead and how things will play 
out.  For example, dinnertime 
and a precariously placed cup.  
We know the child will knock 
the cup over well before it 
happens, so we move it before it 
happens.  

Or we give a warning about 
carrying too many things and 
how they will get dropped.  
When that warning is not heed-
ed, our prediction comes true.

Then there’s the power of 
hugs and kisses.  A tummy ache 
or banged up knee can often 
feel better with a kiss to the 
forehead or a big hug.  It’s quite 
amazing how much it helps, 
even as they get older.  Even 
I still think fondly of all the 
times my mother took care of 
me when I was ill as a child.

Ok, so maybe it’s not super-
powers.   I do believe that after 
years and years of the same 
scenarios, spills, fights, and 
general discussions, we moms 
have developed a special set of 
skills to make things go much 
smoother in our households.  

We get to know our kids and 
can predict their needs.  We 
plan ahead, pack extra snacks, 
and throw in a pack of tissues 
and some hand sanitizer be-
cause we’ve done this before.  

Last week we were in the 
kitchen and our daughter asked 
my husband for help.  When 
he couldn’t, she walked to me 
for assistance.  He asked her, 
“What?  You think mommy has 
magic?”  I winked at her while I 
tended to her problem, remind-
ing her that mommies do have a 
little magic.

*****
Comments are welcome and 

can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church will be holding their 
annual St. Pat’s Bash Fundraiser. 

The event will be held on Saturday, March 17, from 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. in the OLMC parish hall. 

Eat, drink and enjoy soups & sandwiches, desserts and beverag-
es for a free will donation. 

Join in the fun with a variety of raffles and games for all ages. 
Prizes include Quilt, Husker Football Tickets, Blackstone grill, 
cash prizes, and more. 

There will also be a bake sale. 
Raffles begin at 2 p.m., and you need not be present to win. 
Come and enjoy this year’s annual St. Pat’s Bash in Tilden!

Enjoy St. Pat’s Bash in Tilden
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Joe Biden, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-
0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.ne.gov.
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CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent

J.L. Schmidt

See DeKAY, Page 12 ▶

With the short session of the Nebras-
ka Legislature slightly more than half 
over, repeat after me: When it comes 
to taxation, it’s all about whose ox is 
getting gored.

The Governor wants a 40 percent 
reduction in property taxes by the end 
of the year. I’m in! Cut me a check.

Sorry. That’s not how this works. 
The cuts will be 
made and some-
how credited to 
your tax bill by 
the county, which 
will somehow find 
a way to use it up 
before you see it. 
Just watch.

Even more 
sorry. The state 
must pay for the 
cuts. That’s even 
dicier because 
the quick solution 
seems to be rais-
ing the sales tax 

and possibly adding sales tax to some 
previously exempt items.

Some critics say that’s unfair to poor 
people. I think they’re right! OpenSky 
Policy Institute and others have criti-
cized the proposed sales tax increase 
as regressive, saying it would hurt 
the poor and people on fixed incomes 
disproportionately, including senior 
citizens.

U.S. Senator Pete Ricketts and the 
local chapter of Americans for Pros-
perity also oppose it. AFP-Nebraska 
and others have argued that a sales tax 
increase without hard spending caps 
on school districts and local govern-
ments would cost taxpayers more and 
accomplish no meaningful change.

An AFP-Nebraska poll showed 70% 
of those responding opposed raising 
sales taxes to decrease property taxes.

Former state Senator turned State 
Treasurer Tom Briese told the Ne-
braska Examiner he supports “what 
Governor Pillen and Senator Lou Ann 
Linehan and the Revenue Commit-
tee are proposing here. Nebraskans 
deserve a fair and balanced tax struc-
ture, and they don’t have that now.”

It’s the old three-legged stool of 
Nebraska taxation – property, income, 
and sales taxes – that needs leveling 
according to Pillen and Briese. 

Pillen said Nebraska collects $4 

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

billion to $5 billion a year in property 
taxes, $3 billion a year in income taxes 
and $2 billion a year in sales taxes.

Briese cautions that if lawmakers 
hesitate or fail to make major systemic 
changes in the tax system, voters will 
back a petition drive for something like 
the EPIC consumption tax. Really? Is 
that dead fish still floating in the pond? 

Senator Steve Erdman of Bayard 
has resurrected what was originally 
known, decades ago, as the transaction 
tax. 

It would give the state a single 
source of tax revenue collected every 
time a transaction is made. Exactly 
what purchases would be taxed – cars, 
equipment, food, real estate -- is still 
a bit fuzzy. Nebraskans need to look 

at history (1966) when voters did away 
with all taxes leaving new Governor 
Norbert Tiemann with the dilemma of 
how to fund state government. Not a 
happy time.

The Examiner reported that a re-
cent poll conducted for the Nebraska 
Association of County Officials found 
support from 65% of respondents to the 
question: “Would you support or op-
pose increasing the state sales tax rate 
by 1% in order to allow local govern-
ments to continue to provide important 
services?” 

Meanwhile, a poll conducted for the 
Holland Children’s Institute found a 
plurality of 45% of respondents who 
opposed reducing “Nebraska’s state 
property taxes by raising state sales 

taxes from 5.5% to 6.5%.” In that poll, 
43% of respondents supported the idea.

Each poll interviewed 500-600 Ne-
braska residents and reported a mar-
gin of error between 4 and 4.3 percent. 
Both polls found opposition to Pillen’s 
planned hard cap to prevent major 
increases in spending by local govern-
ment and schools. 

Chalk one up for Nebraskans’ sup-
port of local control.

The Legislature’s Revenue Commit-
tee is crafting the property tax pro-
posals during executive sessions. The 
Governor has said that he’s seeking a 
40% reduction in property taxes “if it 
takes till Christmas.”

That might be prophetic.

Handing out property tax cuts? I’ll take one

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

Writer raises
issues with

Schmidt column
Dear Editor,

A recent political column in this 
publication (J.L. Schmidt’s CapView 
on February 14, 2024) showed no 
understanding of the constraints on 
city governments regarding rundown 
properties, citing LB 45. While it would 
be most desirable for all property 
owners to keep their properties in peak 
condition, that is not the reality; thus, 
communities across the state are left 
with buildings which continue to dete-
riorate. Let me start at the beginning 
of how the Revitalize Rural Nebraska 
law came about. Another senator and I 
were contacted by a small town, not in 
Gage County, not even in my District, 
which had several dilapidated build-
ings in their commercial downtown 
area. The town invited us to see how 
rundown these buildings were and 
told us how expensive they would be to 
renovate. 

Some buildings were stand-alone 
and other structures were in-between 
other businesses. Many of the build-
ings had major water damage, caved 
in roofs, structural damage, mold, 
infestations and many other issues. 
Most problems stem from absentee or 
deceased landowners, or owners with-
out the financial means to repair the 
buildings, which could cost thousands 
and thousands of dollars. 

After we spoke with representatives 
from this town, we formed a working 
group to discuss ideas and looked at 
how other states deal with this issue. 
Eventually we developed LB 45, Revi-
talize Rural Nebraska. This working 
group kept the focus on small villages 
and towns. Villages with populations 
of 100 to 800, and cities of the second 
class with 800-5,000 people, have the 
first priority of funding in this compet-
itive grant process. Applicants must 
have a percentage of matching funds 
available as well. If all the funds are 
not used at the end of the grant period, 
then communities with populations of 
5,000 to 100,000 may apply to the com-
petitive grant process. The program is 
administered by the Department of En-
vironment and Energy, and no senator 
has a part in the grant process. 

The day of the legislative hearing 
in 2023, I shared dozens of pictures of 
dilapidated buildings across the state, 
none of which came from the commu-
nity of Beatrice. All the photos were 
from towns of less than 5,000 in popula-
tion. These communities may struggle 
with declining populations, slower eco-
nomic development, and no developer 
interested in taking on these expensive 
holdings. And remember, these com-
munities must have a percentage of 
matching funds, so they have a finan-
cial stake in this process. 

There was no opposing testimony to 
LB 45 at the hearing, not even from the 
author of the recent editorial, nor was 
a letter submitted from him in opposi-
tion. This bill was rolled into a package 
of economic development bills, passed 
by the legislature and signed by the 
Governor. So far 15 villages and towns 
have received approval for a portion 
of a one-million-dollar appropriation 
which only began accepting applica-
tions on January 15th of this year. This 
conservative investment by the state 
shows significant support for our rural 
communities. These communities are 
investing in the future of their town, 
investing in the safety of their commu-
nity and investing in the potential to 
enhance their commercial downtown 
area. 

I stand by LB 45, the Revitalize 
Rural Nebraska program, and I stand 
by these small communities’ leaders 
who brought the issue to my attention. 
I believe in our small towns across the 
state. It is regrettable that the editorial 
writer thought these towns were not 
worthy of the state’s investment. Any 
communities wishing to learn more 
about this important program should 
contact the Nebraska Department of 
Environment and Energy. 

State Senator Myron Dorn 
District 30, Adams

In his 1954 State of the Union address, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower announced his intention to “protect the vital 
interest of every citizen in a safe and adequate highway sys-
tem.” Eisenhower claimed that the U.S. government must 
play central role in this task, advocating federal funding for 
an Interstate Highway System.

Establishing this system was no simple feat. The Senate 
rejected President Eisenhower’s initial proposal, which 
relied on state and local governments to contribute most of 
the Interstate’s cost. Lawmakers believed that more federal 
funding should address the safety risks of the 1950s roads 
system. The House of Representatives also rejected the 
initial proposal, instead creating a fund that drew on the 
gas tax to support construction of the highway system. Two 
years later, the Senate and House reconciled their versions 
of the Federal-Aid Highway Act, and President Eisenhower 
signed the final version into law. That law joined disparate 
roads into the connected Interstate we drive on today.

Several decades later, Congress still recognizes the 
federal government’s irreplaceable role in maintaining and 
modernizing our country’s infrastructure. And while the 
media may focus on divisive and controversial issues, many 
of us in the Senate and House still work together to accom-
plish good on behalf of the American people. One of the best 
examples is infrastructure.

In 2021, I joined many of my colleagues from both par-
ties in supporting the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill. This 
legislation invests in our national infrastructure to ensure 
safety, connect communities, and grow local economies on 
a national scale. It funds core infrastructure from airports 
to broadband to roads and bridges. As we crafted the bill, 
my colleagues and I negotiated funding to be directed to 
Nebraska specifically. To date, Nebraska has received $2.4 
billion for various infrastructure products, including $1.4 
billion for roads and bridges and $174 million for clean 
water.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill has also provided 

grants to airports across our state, in Omaha, North Platte, 
Grand Island, Kearney, Kimball, and Western Nebraska. 
This week, I spoke at the groundbreaking ceremony of Ep-
pley Airfield’s “Build OMA” Terminal Modernization Pro-
gram, a project funded in part by those federal grants. The 
Build OMA program will meet the demands of increasing 
traffic at Nebraska’s premiere airport. It will nearly double 
the terminal in size and build several first-rate amenities: 
an updated entrance, centralized security, expanded gates, 
and larger waiting areas. I also secured 
funding for a new Customs and Bor-
der Protection facility that will allow 
families and products to travel inter-
nationally, directly from Omaha. This 
comprehensive overhaul will ensure 
Eppley remains a modern, world-class 
airport that Nebraskans can be proud of 
for years to come.

The groundbreaking followed the an-
nouncement of a new $3 million federal 
grant to support terminal improvements 
at Eppley, as well as a $7 million grant 
for the North Platte Airport Authority 
to construct a replacement terminal 
building, among other projects. Three 
years on, Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law is still paying dividends to Nebraska for transportation 
and infrastructure updates like the Build OMA project. To 
date, that legislation has granted more than $50 million to 
upgrade and modernize Eppley.

The Build OMA program at Eppley is a perfect example of 
the sweeping improvements infrastructure legislation can 
fund. As long as Congress can continue to do the hard but 
quiet work of true legislating, our state will only see more 
projects like these in the future. I’ll keep doing my part in 
the Senate to support improvements that serve Nebraska 
families and make our Good Life even better.

Infrastruce investments pay 
big dividends for Nebraska

This week marked the halfway 
point of the 2024 legislative session 
meaning the remaining time will be 
spent on Senator, Committee, and 
Speaker priority bills. Given the time 
left in the session, I will be focused on 
my priority bill for the year LB1301. 
LB1301 would adopt the Foreign-owned 
Real Estate National Security Act, put 

guardrails and 
protections in 
place on foreign 
ownership of ag 
land, and help 
safeguard sen-
sitive military 
installations from 
threats posed by 
foreign adversar-
ies. 

I also wanted to 
provide an update 
on water proj-
ects in northeast 
Nebraska. There 
are two major 
projects under 

consideration working to secure safe 
and reliable drinking water for their 
ag producers and residents, both of 
which are complex and expensive. One 
involves the Cedar Knox Rural Water 
Project which is overseen by the Lewis 
& Clark NRD. This project impacts two 
counties, includes over four hundred 

Legislature
passes the

halfway mark
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A short-handed speech team 
brought home medals from the 
Eagle Classic at Lutheran High 
Northeast on Friday, February 
23. Due to the District basket-
ball game, the OID was unable 
to compete. 

Top honors on the day went to 
the Duet of Baylee Busteed and 
Chloe Henn. They earned the 
silver runners-up medals. 

Kyndal Busteed won the 
fifth place medal in Persuasive 
Speaking.

Henn brought home the sixth 
place medal in Entertainment 
Speaking. 

Superior Ratings were 
earned by the following speak-
ers: Samantha Durre-Serious, 
Kyla Donaldson-Humorous, 
Busteed-Informative, Ruby 
Durre-Poetry and Zoey Buech-
ter-Poetry. Earning Excellent 
Ratings were Donaldson-Ex-
temp and Gemma Miller-Ex-
temp and Persuasive.

Coaches Jessie Reestman 
and Stacy Shumake-Henn were 
pleased with the results.

“It was nice to get another 
competition in before districts, 
which is approaching quickly. 

EPS speechsters earn medals at three competitions
The more ballots and delivery 
opportunities the kids get, the 
more chances they have to 
improve.”

This week the team will 
compete at the Riverside Speech 
Meet on Wednesday. 

The District contest hosted by 
Stuart will be on March 12. 

The team will hold their 
public performance on Monday, 
March 11 at 6:30 in the EPS 
lunch room. 
NVC Meet

Five members of the Elgin 
Speech Team brought home a 
combined nine medals from the 
NVC meet on Wednesday, Feb. 
21. 

Stuart played host to the com-
petitive meet. 

Earning silver medals were 
members of the NVC Run-
ners-up OID: Baylee Busteed, 
Brenna Martinsen, Chloe Henn, 
Callie Heithoff and Kayton 
Zwingman. 

Henn also brought home 
another silver medal as the 
runner-up in Entertainment 
Speaking.

In addition, Baylee Busteed 
and Henn were the third place 

medalists in Duet Acting. 
Baylee Busteed earned an 

additional medal placing 6th in 
Informative Speaking. 

Superior Ratings were 
earned by the following speak-
ers:  Kyndal Busteed-Persua-
sive, Samantha Durre-Serious, 
Gemma Miller-Persuasive, Kyla 
Donaldson-Humorous and Cal-
lie Heithoff-Entertainment. 

Earning Excellent Ratings 
were Ruby Durre-Poetry, Don-
aldson-Extemp and Miller-Ex-
temp.

The team placed fifth out of 
13 teams.

“We saw so many good things 
from our kids today. The NVC is 
tough, so anytime someone can 
break finals, it’s pretty impres-
sive. 

“Our kids are all improving 
with each meet, and a few are 
really getting close to medaling. 
They’re just so much fun to 
work with,” the coaches said.

With just eleven members 
on their team, most of the EPS 
speechsters have busy days.

“We have kids who are both 
triple and double entered at 
each meet, which keeps them 
really busy. They move from 
event to event and have very 
little downtime. Some of them 
are performing two to three 
different pieces up to six to 

nine times a meet. Keeping up 
with that kind of schedule and 
then making finals in all three 
events is pretty impressive.”
Howells-Dodge

Competition continues to be 
tough for the EPS Speech Team, 
but they are stepping up to the 
plate. They recently attended 
a competitive Jaguar Jabber 
Speech Meet in Howells.

Earning Runners-up medals 
was OID of Baylee Busteed, 
Brenna Martinsen, Chloe Henn, 
Callie Heithoff and Kayton 
Zwingman. 

Baylee Busteed and Henn 
also brought home the fourth 
place medals in Duet Acting. 

Kyndal Busteed earned 
the fourth place medal in the 
Persuasive Honors Division, a 
second round of finals allowing 
participants another delivery 
opportunity. 

In their Entertainment 
Speaking debut, Henn and 
Heithoff earned Superior 
Ratings. Baylee Busteed also 
earned a Superior in Informa-
tive Speaking. 

Since it was such a large 
meet, the host school also fea-
tured a JV division. Capturing 
sixth place medals were Gemma 
Miller in Persuasive, Kyla Don-

At LHNE, Kyndal Busteed placed fifth in Persuasive Speaking.
Photo submitted

See EPS, Page 10 ▶



Wednesday, February 28, 2024Page 6

KEARNEY — In a perfor-
mance which one could say was 
a microcosm of their season 
so far, Elgin Public-Pope John 
earned a berth in the 2024 Girls 
State Basketball Tournament.

Just as was the case one year 
ago, the Wolfpack defeated 
Maywood/Hayes Center Friday 
night before a raucous crowd 
at Kearney High School. Final 
score, EPPJ 51, Maywood-Hayes 
Center 44.

“They gave us a good fight,” 
senior Keyera Eisenhauer said 
about the rematch from last 
year’s district championship 
game.

EPPJ took a few minutes to 
size up their opponent, then 
proceeded to crush the Wolves, 
handing them just their third 
loss of the season.

The Wolfpack’s four seniors 
led the way to victory, compli-
mented with some big plays 
from the underclassmen.

Senior Ashlynne Charf 
dominated the ‘paint,’ her spin 
moves to the basket were nearly 
unstoppable for most of the 
game. A three-point play gave 
EPPJ the lead for good with 
59 seconds to go in the first 
quarter. Charf had seven of 
the team’s first 10 points. From 
that point the Wolfpack had the 
upper hand.

Elise Ruterbories started 
off the second quarter with a 
back-door basket, igniting a six-
to-two run to give EPPJ a 16 to 
10 lead which included four free 
throws, two apiece from Charf 
and Keyera Eisenhauer.

“They were playing aggres-
sive defense and we knew the 
back door would be there,” 
Ruterbories said.

The Wolfpack would then 
close out the half on a 12 to six 
run. Charf had five points and 
the Martinsen sisters (Bren-
na and Braelyn) combined for 
five points. Brenna’s trey put 
the Wolfpack up 26 to 15 before 
Braelyn added a two-pointer 
just before halftime.

The Wolves showed they 
belonged in the game, fighting 
their way back in the third 
quarter. Ella Shepperd-Broz 
had four points and Reagan 

KEARNEY — Rock n’ Roll 
bands, back in the day when I 
knew more about music than 
anything else, would put out 
new albums and tour every 
year. In their heyday, they 
would fill the venue they were 
playing in, give the fans what 
they want and then do it all 
again down the road somewhere 
in a day or two, maybe three.

I kinda got that feeling Friday 
night as I waited for the start 
of the Wolfpack’s district title 
game against Maywood-Hayes 
Center. The Wolfpack girls 
basketball team has played like 
a rock band rivaling the careers 
of many of my favorite bands 
of my youth. All season long 
they have been playing in gyms 
full of Wolfpack fans, their best 
songs being 32-minute sagas. 
Twenty out of 22 times, they 
have been chart toppers, bask-
ing in the glow of admiration. 
Their arenas being gym floors, 
their instruments being round 
balls, hoops and nylon nets.

Each band, as I remember, 
had a lead singer and a lead 
guitar player, each receiving 
equal billing. The Beatles had 
John Lennon and Paul McCa-
rtney, the Wolfpack have had 
Ashlynne Charf and Keyera Ei-
senhauer sharing the spotlight 
most nights. John and Paul had 
George and Ringo, necessary 
parts for a great band. Charf 
and Eisenhauer have had Kate 
Furstenau, Elise Ruterbories 
and Brenna Martinsen filling 
out the band, joined by a num-
ber of ‘backup singers’ coming 
off the bench to keep things 
going.

This concert tour of winning 
basketball is nearing the end, 
its final dates to be played on 
the state’s largest shrines. The 
Devaney Sports Center, home 
of the greatest college volley-
ball team, will be where EPPJ 
performs next, on Thursday 
night in prime time, the first of 
what I expect to be three games 
in three days. Saturday’s final 
show will be at Pinnacle Bank 
Arena where, if what I believe 

Spinning Tales
A tale of two Wolfpack teams last week

comes true, our ‘band’ will take 
a bow to their fans while hold-
ing up the grandest of hardware 
from the NSAA.

What they have offered up so 
far is akin to a platinum-selling 
album. Playing together, they’ve 
made beautiful music. Just as 
the Beatles had a manager for 
much of their career, our team 
has been ‘managed’ by Randy 
Eisenhauer and Trent Ostran-
sky. They’ve shaped the band’s 
‘song list,’ the offensive and 
defensive schemes to make sure 
that the end was better than the 
beginning. Our band has played 
the best music, starting in late 
November and now about to end 
in early March.

Each of us have favorite mo-
ments from this ‘album’ of vic-
tories. My favorites - Eisenhau-
er and Charf reaching career 
marks only the best ever attain; 
other band members stepping 
up to solo when the moment was 
necessary; and seeing some of 
those background singers carv-
ing out their own niche.

When it all comes together, 
its great music. So, get the best 
seats in the house, sit back and 
enjoy some great music before 
the tour ends.

*****
I said this essay would be 

about two teams and it is.
One day earlier the Wolfpack 

boys team saw their basketball 
season come to an end, falling 
to the Chargers Thursday night, 
played on Riverside’s home 
court.

EPPJ was beset with injuries 
and illness for the latter part of 
the season and just didn’t have 
enough time to gel once all the 
pieces were back in place. 

This marks the second year 
in a row when postseason aspi-
rations were not fulfilled. 

This was supposed to have 
been year-three of a three-year 
run of state tournament appear-
ances. Two years ago, EPPJ 
broke a long drought and made 

the state tournament where 
EPPJ fell to Burwell in the 
opening round. I didn’t take into 
account just how great a player 
Colton Wright was and just how 
tough it would be to replace him 
in the lineup.

With almost everyone back, 
I thought last year we would 
make it back but instead were 
upset in the subdistrict finals 
on our 
homecourt 
(St. Boni-
face Audi-
torium). 
Again, I 
made a 
mistake. I 
didn’t real-
ize just how 
difficult 
bringing in 
a new coach 
would be 
on reshap-
ing a team. 
No one is 
to blame, 
that’s just how sports are. New 
coaches rarely win it all in the 
first year, unless your name 
is Larry Coker and you coach 
the Miami Hurricanes football 
team in a year when all you had 
to do was stand on the sidelines 
and watch.

Then, this year, again reach-
ing the subdistrict final, a 
double-digit lead slipped away 
in the second half as the Char-
gers rallied to win. Much to our 
dismay, Riverside ended up win-
ning the district title to qualify 
for the state tournament. 

Winning isn’t easy. It’s espe-
cially difficult in the postseason 
when the other team wants it 
as much or more than you do 
and you have to beat that team 
playing on their homecourt. 

Three starters will return 
next season and the Pack will 
make another run for a trip 
to Lincoln. One thing is for 
certain, we’ll be there when it 
happens. Will you? 

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

EPPJ 51, MHC 44 - ‘Team Victory’ sends Wolfpack to State 
Stengel had five over the first 
three minutes of the quarter to 
cut EPPJ’s lead to 32 to 27.

They continued to chip away 
at EPPJ’s lead and closed to 
within one point, 34 to 33, on 
free throws by Karissa Stengel. 
Eisenhauer and Braelyn Mar-
tinsen added baskets to close 
out the quarter with the Wolf-
pack holding a 38 to 33 lead.

The Wolfpack’s lead would 
fluctuate between three and five 
points for the early part of the 
fourth quarter. After Aubrey 
Broz’s two-pointer cut the mar-
gin to 40 to 38 midway through 
the quarter, the Wolves, on their 
next possession, had a chance to 
tie or take the lead.

But it never happened and the 
Wolfpack closed out the game 
on a 11-to-four run. Junior Kate 
Furstenau got inside to score 
two points, then Mady Kurpge-
weit made a big basket to push 
the lead up to six points. Charf 
then converted a three-point 
play and Brenna Martinsen 
drove the lane for two more 
points. EPPJ then closed out 
the game with free throws from 
Furstenau and Kurpgeweit.

“We weren’t going to be de-
nied,” senior Brenna Martinsen 
said after the game.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
said this was a team victory. “I 
thought our girls did a really 
good job of keeping our com-
posure throughout the whole 
game ... We built a good lead but 
knew they would make a run 
in the second half.  Our girls 
answered that in the fourth 
quarter and finished the game.  

“Ashlynne had a big game for 
us with 21 points and 10 re-
bounds.  Girls off the bench also 
came in and gave us some great 
minutes ... A great victory from 
our whole team”.

The Wolves were led in scor-
ing by Broz and Karissa Sten-
gel, each with 12 points. Broz 
led the team in rebounds with 
eight.

The Wolfpack (22-2) were 
led in scoring by Charf with 21 
points. “I was determined that 
they weren’t going to stop me,” 
she said after the game.

EPPJ 51, MHC 44

Wolves…………..6  10  17  11 — 44
Wolfpack……….10  18  10  13 — 51
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 0-1 
0-0 0, Elise Ruterbories 1-1 0-0 2, 
Ashlynne Charf 7-9 7-9 23, Braelyn 
Martinsen 2-4 0-0 4, Brenna Mar-
tinsen 3-6 1-1 7, Kate Furstenau 
1-6 1-2 3, Keyera Eisenhauer 3-6 
2-2 8, Mady Kurpgeweit 1-8 1-2 3, 
Sara Bode 1-2 0-0 3. Team totals: 
19-43 11-15 51. Wolves team totals: 
17-57 7-15 44. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 2-7 (Brenna Martinsen 1, 
Sara Bode 1), Wolves 3-16.
Wolves — Ellie Broz 6-10 0-1 12, 
Reagan Stengel 1-8 1-4 4, Aubrey 
Broz 3-4 0-0 8, Blayklee Farr 1-4 
2-3 4, Caylie Softley 0-3 0-0 0, 
Karissa Stengel 4-10 4-6 12, Kesli 
Cox 2-15 0-0 4. Team totals: 17-54 
7-14 44.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 32 (Ashlynne Charf 10), 
Wolves 35. Assists — Wolfpack 10 
(Brenna Martinsen 4), Wolves 8. 
Steals — Wolfpack 18 (Ashlynne 
Charf 5), Wolves 10. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 23, Wolves 24.

Elise Ruterbories scored on a nif-
ty back door move. 

E-R photo/DMorgan

E-R photo/DMorgan

E-R photo/DMorgan
The Wolves tried to double-team Keyera Eisenhauer early. The Wolfpack senior finished with eight points.

Brenna Martinsen (shown here grabbing a rebound) led the Wolfpack in assists with four Friday night.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

Stay 
Informed!
Read the 
Notices!

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BAUER EXPRESS, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: BAUER EXPRESS, L.L.C. 
The address of the designated of-
fice is: 210 Beech Street, P.O. Box 
377, Elgin, Nebraska 68636. The 
name and mailing address of the 
initial agent for service of process 
of the company is Martin V. Klein, 

101 W. 4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Nel-
igh, NE 68756. It is organized to 
transact any lawful acts concern-
ing any and all lawful business, 
other than banking or insurance, 
for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under the 
laws of the State of Nebraska.

This company commenced upon 

filing the Certificate of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary of State on 
February 2, 2024, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

BAUER EXPRESS, L.L.C.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: February 14, 21 & 28, 
2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liability 

company: BOTHA FARM & TRUCK 
REPAIR, LLC.

The address of the designated 
office is: 86229 531 Ave., P.O. Box 
817, Plainview, Nebraska 68769. 
The name and mailing address of 
the initial agent for service of pro-
cess of the company is Leon Botha, 

P.O. Box 817, Plainview, Nebraska 
68769. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BOTHA FARM & TRUCK REPAIR, L.L.C.

ganization with the Secretary of 
State on December 29, 2023, and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

BOTHA FARM & TRUCK 

REPAIR, LLC
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: February 14, 21 & 28, 
2024
ZNEZ

KOLEY JESSEN P.C., L.L.O., 
Attorneys

1125 South 103rd Street, Suite 
800, Omaha, Nebraska 68124
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

The name of the Company is 
Schindler Brothers Trucking, LLC. 
The Designated Office of the Com-
pany is 51790 836 Road, Elgin, Ne-
braska 68636-3308.  The Regis-

tered Agent and Office of the Com-
pany is Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O., 
1125 South 103rd Street, Suite 800, 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124.  This lim-
ited liability company commenced 

business on February 20, 2024.
PUBLISH: February 28, March 6 & 
13, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
SCHINDLER BROTHERS TRUCKING, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF MARCH REGULAR MEETINGS
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR THE 

MONTH OF MARCH, 2024
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 

of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold meetings in the County Com-
missioner’s meeting room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex, Neligh, Nebraska on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 

March 5, 2024 at 9:00 AM

March 12, 2024 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept continu-
ously current, is available for public 
inspection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s office and may be modified 

at such meeting to include items 
of an emergency nature pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: February 29, 2024
ZNEZ

miles of pipe and infrastruc-
ture, and involves two phases 
of construction. The first phase 
planned to start later this 
year is a major upgrade to the 
existing infrastructure. The 
second phase planned is con-
necting into the Yankton, South 
Dakota facility and completing 
the infrastructure necessary to 
tie the source into the existing 
system. After several meetings 
garnering public input and a 
meeting with the Governor 
and his staff, the NRD Board 
plans to move forward with the 
Yankton option, which is more 
economical and will provide the 
area with a safe and adequate 
drinking supply for at least fifty 
years.

I want to applaud the efforts 
of the Lewis & Clark Natural 
Resources District for prioritiz-
ing drinking water and work-
ing to find a solution to meet 
long-term needs. Rural water 
projects provide unique fund-
ing challenges. With the State’s 
partnership, I am confident the 
project can move forward. I will 
continue to keep the Governor 
and Appropriations Committee 
members updated on the need 
for the state dollars that were 
previously allocated and are 
essential to making the project 
feasible for our district. The 
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DeKay
Governor’s input and leadership 
have been helpful.

The second critical water 
project in the district involves 
the Santee Sioux Nation. The 
Santee Sioux Nation has been 
working to secure a clean 
source of water to Santee and 
surrounding areas. Senator 
Raybould introduced LB1131 
which would appropriate funds 
for grants for tribal-owned 
community drinking water and 
sewer systems. From the most 
recent conversations I have had 
with the Lewis & Clark NRD, 
the NRD is also now open to 
discussions to assist them in 
expanding their rural water 
system to meet the needs for 
the Tribe. Whatever direction 
the Tribe decides to pursue, my 
office will be available to assist 
their efforts.

The issue of safe and acces-
sible water is one of the most 
important functions our state 
is responsible for. It is a pre-
cious resource that impacts 
the viability of agriculture and 
is the lifeblood of northeast 
Nebraska. It also impacts our 
ability to retain and grow our 
communities. I appreciate the 
past support I have received 
from my colleagues in the 
legislature on this critical issue 
facing northeast Nebraska. I am 
also thankful for the Governor’s 

help in balancing our needs 
with the reality of finding the 
most cost-effective option. 

Meanwhile, senators debat-
ed LB137 for several days this 
week. This bill would provide 
for enhanced penalties for 
people who manufacture or 
distribute controlled substances 
which knowingly or intention-
ally cause the death or serious 
bodily injury of another person. 
Similar legislation has been 
enacted in over 20 states in 
response to the rise of fentanyl 
and synthetic opioid overdos-
es. Following the adoption of a 
compromise amendment which 
narrowed the bill to only ad-
dress situations where the con-
trolled substance “directly and 
proximately caused” the death 
or serious injury of a drug user, 
senators advanced LB137 to the 
second stage of consideration on 
a 35 to 2 vote. I am a co-sponsor 
of LB137 and voted in support.

Finally, on a very sad and 
heartfelt note, northeast Ne-
braska was hit hard this week 
with the tragedy that unfolded 
in the community of Bloom-
field. It is hard to process. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to the families involved. I also 
want to express my appreciation 
for the members of law enforce-
ment and first responders who 
responded to this situation.

Joaquin S. Echeverria, 28, 
of Brenham, Texas, (in cus-
tody) appeared in front of the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in the 
Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh on Feb. 21 for first hear-
ing on a Class 1 C felony.

Echeverria is charged with 
possession of more than 28 
grams of methamphetamine, 
with intent to deliver, alleged 
Feb. 19. If convicted of the 
felony, Echeverria faces up to 50 
years in prison, with a mini-
mum of five years.

Echeverria requested 
court-appointed counsel. Taylor 
appointed Antelope County pub-
lic defender Pat Carney. Prelim-
inary hearing is set March 6. 

The Texas man was arrest-
ed by Nebraska State Patrol 
officers after his vehicle was 
stopped for speeding about four 
miles northwest of Clearwater 
on Highway 275. 

His phone was seized and of-
ficers planned to seek a search 
warrant on the phone. 

Additional charges may be 
filed. Officers also determined 
Echeverria has an active Texas 

Texas man charged with intent to deliver meth
By Sandy Schroth

court reporter

warrant in a child-neglect case. 
He was remanded to the cus-

tody of Antelope County Sheriff 
Bob Moore, pending posting of 
bond. Should he post bond in 
the local case, he faces extradi-
tion in the Texas case.

*****
Matthew R. Thomas, 37, of 

Neligh, accompanied by his 
attorney, Michelle Schlecht of 
Norfolk, appeared for first hear-
ing on a Class 3A felony count of 
child abuse, alleged Oct. 1, 2023. 
If convicted of the felony, Thom-
as faces up to a $10,000 fine and/
or up to three years impris-
onment and up to 18 months 
post-release supervision. Bond 
is continued at $100,000, 10%.

*****
Larry D. Humphrey, 70, of 

Meadow Grove appeared for 
further arraignment on a count 
of theft by deception, less than 
$500, alleged Oct. 19, 2023. Hum-
phrey pleaded not guilty. Taylor 
set pretrial hearing March 6. 
Humphrey is represented by 
Carney.

*****
Further arraignment for 

Tyler J. Bredvick, 28, of Butte, 
who is charged with a Class 2 
misdemeanor, driving under 
suspension, is continued to 
March 20. Bredvick is repre-
sented by Carney.

*****
Arraignment for Krisi Doug-

las, 39, of Petersburg, on allega-
tions of three felony counts of 
writing bad checks, is contin-
ued to March 6.

On next Wednesday, March 6, 
at the Elgin KC Hall, the Elgin 
Community Club/Chamber of 
Commerce will hold a public 
meeting open to everyone.

The decision was made at 
their monthly meeting held 
Monday, February 27. 

The plan is to discuss events 
for the 2024 Vetch Days to be 
held Monday through Wednes-
day, June 10-12.

Also at the meeting, the 
board of directors set the date 
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.

The egg hunt will be held on 
Saturday, March 23, beginning 
at 11 a.m. at Elgin City Park. 
Registration will begin at 10:30 
a.m.

Chamber asking
public for input

on events for
Vetch Days
Saturday, March 23

to be date for
Easter Egg Hunt
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A senior, Jack Barlow placed 
sixth in Humorous Prose at the 
Lutheran High Northeast speech 
meet held Friday at Norfolk.

Photos submitted

Pope John XXIII Central Catholic 
High School speech team mem-
ber Reese Stuhr. Reese placed 
fourth in Serious Prose at the Ni-
obrara Valley Conference (NVC) 
Speech Meet held last week.

PJCC speech
team brings

home medals

Baylee Busteed (l) and Chloe 
Henn (r) finished second in duet 
at the NVC Speech Meet last week.

Earning runner-up medals in OID at the NVC and Howells Speech Invites were the EPS team of (l-r): Brenna 
Martinsen, Baylee Busteed, Chloe Henn, Kayton Zwingman and Callie Heithoff.

Photos submitted

 ◀ FROM Page 5

EPS
aldson in Humorous and Zoey 
Buechter in Poetry.

Earning Excellent Ratings 
were Ruby Durre in Poetry and 
Donaldson in Extemp. 

According to coaches Jes-
sie Reestman and Stacy Shu-
make-Henn, the day provided 
some solid opponents.

“We haven’t been able to 
attend the Howells-Dodge Meet 
in years, but it is always some 
great competition. We are up 
against some sizeable power-
houses like Battle Creek, Twin 
River, Columbus Lakeview, 
Oakland-Craig, etc. 

“Anytime we can come away 
with some medals, that speaks 
volumes for our kids,” the 
coaches said.

They were also excited about 
the JV division. “Typically we 
attend smaller meets that only 
cater to varsity competition. As 
a result, our new kids are forced 
to jump right in with seasoned 

veterans. 
“This meet provided some of 

our younger kids the opportuni-

ty to compete against those at a 
similar skill level, and they did 
great.”
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CEDAR RAPIDS — With 
their season on the line, Elgin 
Public-Pope John turned it on 
in the fourth quarter to defeat 
Central Valley 39 to 33 in the 
opening round of subdistricts 
Tuesday night.

Trailing 30 to 22 to start the 
fourth quarter, the Wolfpack 
team and fans came alive on a 
questionable offensive foul on 
senior Blake Henn with 6:32 left 
to go in the game.

The call changed the game. 
The Wolfpack played off the 
emotion as first Kellan Hoefer 
scored, then Jarek Erickson 
added another basket to cut the 
lead to 30 to 26 with five min-
utes left.

Then, after #33 knocked 
down a trey to push the lead 
back to seven, Wolfpack sopho-
more Karson Kallhoff answered 
with six straight points.

After a defensive stop, 
the ball ended up in Dylon 
Lueking’s hands who then 
launched a trey which hit the 
rim, bounced straight up and 
then down through the net for 
the Wolfpack’s first lead since 

CEDAR RAPIDS — Up by 
13 points midway through 
the third quarter, Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John appeared well on 
their way to earning another 
postseason victory.

However, with sports, looks 
can be deceiving.

Riverside outscored the Wolf-
pack 35 to 16 the rest of the way 
to win the D1-5 Subdistrict title 
with a 51 to 45 victory Thursday 
night on the Chargers’ home 
court.

The Wolfpack saw their 
season come crashing to an end, 
much to the chagrin of Wolf-
pack fans who filled their side 
of the gymnasium.

The Chargers capitalized on 
EPPJ fouls and cold shooting to 
close the third quarter with a 
16 to three run. Tying the score 
on a Drew Carraher free throw 
with no time left on the clock.

With eight minutes left on 
the game, EPPJ put together 
baskets from Blake Henn and 
Karson Kallhoff to take a 36 tot 
32 lead. The Chargers answered 
with an 11-0 run over the next 
3.5 minutes to build a 43 to 36 
lead. Five different players 
scored during the run as Riv-
erside made all six of their free 
throws.

Again, Henn and Kallhoff 
scored on back-to-back pos-
session to pull within three. 
Then, after two free throws 
from Charger Jack Molt, EPPJ’s 
Jarek Erickson drained a trey 
to cut Riverside’s lead to 45 to 43 
with 1:49 left in the game.

EPPJ would score just two 

late in the first quarter.
In the final minute, Lueking 

and Kallhoff added free throws 
to close out the game.

In the fourth quarter, EPPJ 
outscored the Cougars 17 to 3.

Erickson led EPPJ with 11 
points and a team-high eight 
rebounds. 

EPPJ 39, Central Valley 33
Wolfpack…………8  4  10  17 — 39
Cougars…………10  6  14    3 — 33
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-5 1-5 
3, Kellan Hoefer 2-5 3-3 8, Gage 
Thiessen 0-1 0-0 0, Karson Kallhoff 
2-10 3-3 8, Myles Kittelson 0-1 0-0 
0, Nick Anderson 1-2 0-0 2, Jarek 
Erickson 5-8 0-0 11, Dylon Lueking 
2-2 2-2 7. Team totals: 13-34 9-13 
39. Central Valley’s team totals: 
15-31 2-3 33. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 4-17 (Dylon Lueking 1, 
Jarek Erickson 1, Karson Kallhoff 
1, Kellan Hoefer 1), Central Valley 
1-6.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 21 (Jarek Erickson 8), Cou-
gars 11. Assists — Wolfpack 4 (Jar-
ek Erickson 2, Karson Kallhoff 2), 
Cougars NA. Steals — Wolfpack 6 
(Kellan Hoefer 2), Cougars 7. Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 13, Cougars 12.

Fourth quarter comeback
lifts EPPJ past Cougars

Chargers end Wolfpack’s season 51 to 45

more points as the Chargers 
sealed the victory with two bas-
kets from Dane Schalk and two 
free throws from Billy Glesing-
er. The play of the Chargers in 
the second half was in stark 
contrast to a first half where 
they struggled to hit the rim 
with their shots.

Down 14 to nine after the first 
quarter, EPPJ put together a 
solid second quarter as, aside 

from Henn and Kallhoff, Nick 
Anderson and Eriokson both 
hit big three-point shots to give 
EPPJ a 22 to 16 lead at halftime.

“We had everything going 
our way in the second and most 
of the 3rd quarter,” Wolfpack 
Coach Matt Euse said about 
the game. “We had opportu-
nities but the ball didn’t roll 
our way. We still fought until 
the final buzzer like we always 
do. Our boys showed fight and 
character for 32 straight min-
utes. When things weren’t going 
our way, we still had great atti-
tudes and played hard. Things 
didn’t go the way we wanted but 
that’s the way life goes. It was a 
fun and exciting season!”

EPPJ was led in scoring by 
Henn and Kallhoff, each with 
15 points. Erickson led the team 
in rebounds with nine. The loss 

drops the Wolfpack’s record to 
12-10. Riverside (19-7) was led 
by Dane Schalk with 14 points, 
Jack Molt had nine.

Riverside 51, EPPJ 45
Wolfpack…………9  13  10  13 — 45
Chargers…………14  2  16  19 — 51
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 6-9 3-4 
15, Kellan Hoefer 1-9 0-0 3, Gage 
Thiessen 0-1 0-0 0, Karson Kall-
hoff 6-9 0-2 15, Myles Kittelson 
0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 1-2 1-2 
4, Jarek Erickson 3-6 0-0 8, Dylon 
Lueking 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 
17-36 4-8 45. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 7-20 (Karson Kallhoff 3, 
Jarek Erickson 2, Kellan Hoefer 1, 
Nick Anderson 1).Team statistics: 
Rebounds — Wolfpack 20 (Jarek 
Erickson 9). Assists — Wolfpack 11 
(Kellan Hoefer 2, Nick Anderson 2, 
Jarek Erickson 2, Dylon Lueking 2). 
Steals — Wolfpack 3. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 10. 

The Wolfpack junior high boys basketball team has had great success, 
placing in three tournaments this season. The team gathered for a photo 
after placing third at a tournament in Ord. Team members are (front row, 
l-r): Evin Pelster, Matthew Kerkman, Raaf Klein and Trey Dredge. Back 
row: Braedon Hinkle, Christian Preister, Jayvin Erickson, Max Henn, Jo-
seph McNally and Coach Keith Borer.

The Wolfpack 3rd/4th grade girls basketball finished the season 11-4, 
placing 5th, 2nd, and 3rd in our tournaments. Team members were (back 
row, l-r): Coaches Lacey Vanis and Kelsey Selting, Brecken Childers, Kin-
ley Selting, Aubrey Starman, Brooke Borer, Molly Mlnarik, Elise Hoefer and 
Coach Nicole Starman. Front row: Ellie Vanis, Emery Borer, Taryn Schin-
dler, Sage Stoltz and Addison Childers.

More Wolfpack Basketball Teams

Photo submitted

Photo submitted

The 10th annual Antelope County Ag & Home Expo will be held 
March 5 & 6 in Neligh.

At the Antelope County Fairgrounds for two days, Tuesday 
hours will be 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.. Wednesday hours will be 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sponsored by the Neligh Chamber of Commerce and the 
Antelope County Ag Society, there willl be more than 50 booths of 
vendors.

Four special programs will be offered. On March 5, Leigh Alex-
ander of CDS Inspections, will speak on energy savings & healthy 
homes at 11 a.m.; Steve Pellatz of Common Sense Ag Solutions will 
discuss carbon & biological effects at 2 p.m. Then on Wednesday, 
Rachel Uhrenholdt of Midplains Produce will speak on how local 
food is delicious and important at 11 a.m.; Dr. Theondal of Antelope 
Memorial Hospital will share his thoughts on navigating cancer 
screening and what people need to know.

Ag & Home Expo starts Tuesday

Senior Blake Henn eyes the basket working against the Cougars.
E-R photo/DMorgan

E-R photo/DMorgan
Kellan Hoefer (l) and Gage Thiessen (r) work to keep Riverside’s Dane Schalk off the boards.


