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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
Feb. 16 09 -4 .03
Feb. 17 09 -18 .00
Feb. 18 -3 -16 .00
Feb. 19 -2 -21 .00
Feb. 20 07 -18 .00
Feb. 21 23 00 .00
Feb. 22 44 18 .00
Total for last week  0.03
Total for February  0.30 
Total precipitation 2025  0.40

The high temperature last week 
was 44 degrees recorded on February 
22. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was -21 degrees recorded 
on February 19. 

Altogether, .03 of an inch of precipi-
tation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Hearing — School District #18 
Americanism Committee

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County 
(Culverts)

Notice to Bidders — City of Elgin
Notice of Meetings — Antelope County 

Board of Commissioners
Notice of Organization — KLK Real 

Estate L.L.C.
Notice of Dissolution — GEF Partner-

ship, L.L.C.
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

March in Nebraska means, among 
many things, a local fish fry.

That will again be the case in and 
around Elgin.

The Elgin Knights of Columbus 
will hold their first fish fry of the 
season on Friday, March 7, at the KC 
Hall. Fish and all the fixins will be 
served from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Take 
out meals are available.

At Petersburg Friday night fish 
frys will be held til Good Friday at 
the Petersburg Legion Hall. 

Also, there will be a fish fry at Oak-
dale on Friday, March 7. Serving time 
will be 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sponsored by 
the Oakdale Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, proceeds from the event will 
go to the fire department. Take out 
meals are available.

And, later in March, the St. John’s 
Church Rural Clearwater will hold 
their annual fish fry on Friday, 
March 21. Called by many “the best 
fish fry in the country” serving will 
run from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Back row, l-r: Bryan Hestekind, Robbie “Gap” Evans, Jason Vaisvilas, B.J. Schmitt, 
Aaron Andrews, Sam Vanourney, Chris Sullivan and Assistant Coach Kip 
Stephens. Front row, l-r: John Avidano, Dave Ochsner, Coach Phil Kluthe, Sam 
Vanourney, Jarid Jochum and Brandon “Bud” Miller.

Just a few weeks down the road, the 
annual St. Boniface Spring Auction 
will be held Saturday, March 15.

The first bid starts at 5:30 p.m. This 
year, silent auction items will close at 
7:30 p.m.

Consignments are now being 
accepted, see the ad in this week’s 
paper. 

St. Boniface
Spring Auction
date announced

At the Elgin KC Hall.

March ‘tis the
season’ for
a fish fry

Fish fry season begins March 7.

This week, I would like to discuss two bills I pre-
sented at public hearings. In the Natural Resources 
Committee, I brought forward LB480, a bill which 
would provide the Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission the authority to carry out other projects at 
Niobrara State Park and Lake McConaughy other 
than the ones studied by the STAR WARS Special 
Committee and authorized by the Legislature in 
2022. The current law only allows money in the 
Water Recreation Enhancement Fund 
to be spent on marina construction 
projects at Lewis and Clark Lake and 
Lake McConaughy as well as spent on 
a lodge at Niobrara State Park. How-
ever, rising construction costs and 
questions regarding feasibility have 
stalled progress so far.

The Governor’s budget proposes 
to transfer $65 million out of $85 
million from the Water Recreational 
Enhancement Fund to the General 
Fund. The Weigand Marina project at 
Lewis and Clark Lake would cost $55 
million as currently proposed, meaning this project 
would not be constructed if the Governor’s recom-
mendation is adopted by the Legislature. I and other 
members of the STAR WARS Committee are engaged 
in negotiations with the Appropriations Committee 
and the Governor’s office to ensure there is enough 

Parents who like to plan ahead 
received a big boost from the 
District #18 Board of Education 
last week.

Meeting Wednesday evening, 
February 12, the board approved 
the school calendar for the 2025/26 
school year.

The calendar is made up of 173 
elementary student days; 178 stu-
dent days for high school students. 
That number goes up to 185 for 
teacher days.

Among the notable dates on the 
calendar are:

• August 14 - First day of school 
with a 1 p.m. dismissal

• September 1 - No school (La-
bor Day)

• October 24 - No school (State 
Cross Country)

• November 7 - No school (State 
Volleyball)

• November 26-28 - No school 
(Thanksgiving)

• December 19 thru January 5 - 
Christmas break

• January 6 - School resumes
• January 19 - No school (teach-

er in-service)
• February 20 - State Wrestling
• March 6 - No school (State 

Girls Basketball)
• March 13 - No school (State 

Boys Basketball)
• April 3 & 6 - No school (Easter)
• May 6 - Seniors last day
• May 9 - Graduation @ 4 p.m.
• May 21 - Last day of school (11 

a.m. dismissal)

EPS 2025/26 school
calendar approved

First day of  classes
to be August 14

The Antelope County Museum’s new curator, 
Christina (Teena) Allemang, has spent her life 
focused on raising her four daughters, farming and 
teaching.

Allemang began her new job Feb. 7. She succeeds 
DonnaMae Allen Hanson, who resigned in December 
to spend more time on her other many pursuits on 
the farm she and her husband operate near Oakdale.

Allemang was born in Tilden and moved with her 
family when she was 1 year old to a farm northwest 
of Neligh. She went to Rural School District 38 from 
kindergarten to eighth grade. When she started at 
the school it was a one-room school with one teacher 
who wore may hats.

“She was the teacher, superintendent and prin-
cipal,” Allemang said, recalling her teacher fondly. 
“For recess, we were pretty much unsupervised. 
We had a big stove in the middle of the room, and 
for lunch our teacher was the cook who warmed up 
sandwiches, chicken pot pies, potatoes and anything 
else the students brought that needed to be heated.”

The school was located 6 miles north and 3 miles 

west of Neligh. When Allemang was in second grade, 
a second room was added on and a second teacher 
was hired. The school building was eventually pur-
chased by a family that today uses it for gatherings.

Allemang recalled the solid foundation the school 
gave to the students as far as learning to work to-
gether and take responsibility for themselves.

“I don’t remember kids giving her trouble. Back 
in those days you did not want the teacher to contact 
your parents,” she said.

Allemang went to Neligh for high school when she 
was a freshman and graduated in 1977. She spent her 
years after graduation focusing on farming and rais-
ing her four daughters. She also worked part-time 
outside of the home as a waitress and bartender.

In 1990, Allemang graduated from Wayne State 
College with a degree in education. She attained her 
endorsement for special education in 2015 from the 
University of Colorado Denver.

She taught in rural schools until moving to 
Haigler, NE, which is near the borders of Nebraska, 
Kansas and Colorado. While living there, she taught 

special education in Wray, CO.
Allemang said one of her top goals as a special 

education teacher was to help her students learn how 
to advocate and stand up for themselves.

In 1990, she and Steve Allemang were married. 
She moved back to Neligh in the summer of 2024 to 
help her family with farming and to be closer to her 
four daughters and seven grandchildren. Her favor-
ite hobbies are fishing, gardening and farming.

Allemang said she is very glad to be back in 
Neligh, but she noted that much has changed in the 

New museum curator loves Antelope County history

DeKay fighting to keep $$
for state park marinas 

State Senator
Barry DeKay

See DeKAY, Page 2 ▶

FFA Week is be-
ing observed this 
week by the Elgin 
Chapter. Members 
having earned 
State FFA Degrees 
are (front row, l-r): 
Taylor Beckman, 
Kellan Hoefer and 
Jaidyn Schrad. 
Middle row: Sara 
Bode, Natalie Bu-
renheide, Chloe 
Henn and Cal-
lie Heithoff. Back 
row: Dylan Kolm, 
Samantha Durre, 
Landon Kallhoff 
and Austin Hinkle. 
Not pictured: Kate 
Furstenau. The 
degrees will be 
awarded at the an-
nual Nebraska FFA 
Convention to be 
held later this year. 

E-R photo/LMorgan

State FFA
degree

recipients

Wolfpack wrestlers and coaches had plenty to celebrate last week as the girls and boys 
state wrestling tournaments were held in Omaha. (Right) Sophomore Libby Evans was all 
smiles after one of her four victories. (Lower right) Junior Landyn Veik had plenty to cele-
brate after winning in overtime to secure a state medal. (Below) Wolfpack coaches Shane 
Beckman (l) and Adam Veik (r) couldn’t contain themselves, celebrating Veik’s overtime 
victory.

EPPJ had plenty to celebrate in Omaha

Elgin firefighters were called out Monday after-
noon to help put out a corn field fire.

A controlled burn got out of control just east of 
Neligh mid-afternoon. The Neligh Volunteer Fire 
Department called area fire departments, including 
Elgin and Oakdale, to assist with getting the blaze 
under control.

EVFD answers mutual aid call
See CURATOR, Page 3 ▶
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Elgin Public-Pope John’s dance 
team competed Friday at the state 
championship competition held 
in Grand Island. Attending were (l-
r): Sponsor Julie Thiessen, Braelyn 
Martinsen, Kayton Zwingman, Sa-
die Thiessen, Kierstyn Eisenhauer, 
Kaitey Schumacher, Ruby Durre 
and sponsor Casondra Anderson. 
The team received an ‘Excellence in 
Academics’ award.

Courtesy photo

Wolfpack dance
team competes

at State!

 ◀ FROM Page 1

DeKay

funding in the Water Recre-
ational Enhancement Fund to 
complete the Weigand Marina 
project. 

However, the proposed 
Weigand Marina would not be 
affected if both (1) LB480 passes 
and (2) the Governor’s budget 
recommendation is not adopted 
since that project is nearing the 
completion of design and could 
be bid out for construction later 
this year. LB480 would ensure 
that any excess funds not used 
by the marina project would be 
used by the Game and Parks 
Commission to complete other 
smaller projects that still align 
with the intent of the STAR 
WARS legislation given current 
time and fiscal constraints. 
Projects that could be autho-
rized by LB480 include a new 
visitor center at Niobrara State 
Park and road improvements at 
Lake McConaughy.

Meanwhile, I presented 
LB246 before the Agriculture 
Committee. LB246 would ban 

the manufacture, sale and 
distribution of cultured protein 
products in Nebraska. LB246 
would not impact plant-based 
protein alternative products. 

I introduced LB246 out of 
concern for both public safety 
and Nebraska’s cultural iden-
tity. In terms of public safety, 
synthetic meat is a novel prod-
uct. Throughout the manufac-
turing process, there are many 
different ways lab-grown meat 
could be contaminated, whether 
it be from bacteria or the many 
different chemicals used in the 
bioreactor. New products need 
time to be studied to better 
understand what impacts they 
have. By banning these syn-
thetic-meats now, we will allow 
for the much-needed time to 
verify safety for the consum-
er. While two lab-grown meat 
poultry products were approved 
by USDA and FDA under the 
Biden Administration in 2023, 
these products may soon enter 
the wider consumer market, yet 
they have unknown and uncer-
tain long-term health impacts.

LB246 would also help to 
preserve Nebraska’s cultural 
identity as “The Beef State.” Ne-
braska is a top exporter of beef, 
and many Nebraskans take 
pride in the quality of the state’s 
agricultural products, such as 
corn-fed steaks. Protecting an 
aspect of a state’s cultural iden-
tity is not unprecedented. For 
example, almost all states have 
banned the sale or processing 
of horse meat. The question is 
not the safety of horse meat or 
that there are segments of the 
population who consume horse 
meat. Instead, states enacted 
such bans because the sale or 
processing of horse meat did not 
align with the state’s cultural 
values. Just as many states 
have banned horse meat to 
preserve their cultural identity, 
Nebraska should ban synthetic 
meat to align with its identity as 
“The Beef State.”

As bills are heard and de-
bated, I would appreciate your 
input. Call my Capitol office 
telephone number at (402) 471-
2801 or send email to bdekay@
leg.ne.gov.

It Pays To Advertise!
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago         February 25, 1965
Kathy Robertson and Kenneth Vanourney were winners of the 

American Legion oratorical contest held in the Elgin High and St. 
Boniface High Schools, respectively. Competition was held Wednes-
day of last week with four juniors from each school viewing for 
first place in separate events.

Mrs. Maude Beeson of this neighborhood and Emory Denney 
of Neligh were married on Wednesday, Feb. 17 in Norfolk by the 
Rev. Guy B. Dunning. They plan to make their home on the Beeson 
farm. 

Donald F. Scholl, son of Mrs. Leona Scholl, has been promoted 
to staff sergeant in the U.S. Air Force at Hahn AB Germany. The 
sergeant is a former student at Elgin Public School. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Kallhoff are the parents of a 7 lb. 8 oz. daugh-
ter, Rhonda Marie born Friday, Feb. 19, 1965 in the Tilden Commu-
nity hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Blunt of 203 Blaine St., Norfolk, observed 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 21st at the Methodist 
church in Elgin. A dinner at noon was served to 22 relatives in the 
Party Room of the 2x4 Cafe. 

Fifty Years Ago    February 20, 1975

Frank  J. Stehly, D.D.S., received the outstanding citizen award 
from Elgin Chamber of Commerce President Jerry Mundorf. Dr. 
Stehly has been a dentist in this community for 50 years and re-
ceived the award at the conclusion of the annual winter C-C Ladies’ 
Night dinner in the American Legion Hall Monday night. 

Five EHS wrestlers will go to the state tournament this weekend 
as a result of their accomplishments in the district tournament. 
They are Brad Norton, Marty Legate, Clyde Meis, Carey Sutton 
and Craig Meis.

Mrs. Louise Hoefer observed her 93rd birthday anniversary 
Sunday afternoon at Keahaven Rest Home where she has made 
her home for several years. Her daughters, Mrs. Gilbert Meyers of 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Mrs. Bob Obradovich of Omaha, Mrs. Pauline 
Starman and Mrs. John Mackel were the hostesses. 

Pope John High School wrestlers will go to state competition 
this weekend in Class C. Going to state will be Mark Schrage, 
Floyd Knust, and Tony Reicks.

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Foss of Petersburg announce the approach-
ing marriage of their daughter, Beverly, to Mark Seier, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerome Seier of Loretto. A May 17th wedding is being 
planned.  

Thirty Years Ago  February 22, 1995

Elgin Volunteer Fire Department was called at 1:55 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 20, to a grass fire on land owned by Wagonhammer Ranches in 
Wheeler County, 15 miles west and 1 1/2 miles south of Elgin. The 
fire burned only a small portion of the pasture. 

Three Pope John Central Catholic wrestlers brought home med-
als from last weekend’s tough Class D State Tournament in Lin-
coln. PJ state medalists were juniors James Thiele at 112 pounds 
and Heath Petsche at 172, both placing fourth, and senior Bryan 
Stuhr, sixth at 185 pounds. 

Brock Henn of Elgin-Petersburg earned a fourth place medal at 
142 pounds in last weekend’s Nebraska State High School Wres-
tling Tournament. Henn in a four-time state qualifier.

National Honor Society Induction ceremonies were held at Pope 
John Central Catholic High School in Elgin on Tuesday, Feb. 7. 
Membership was conferred on seven students. Senior inductees 
were Teresa Dinslage and Wendy Luettel. Junior inductees were 
Krista Bauer, Tim Klein, and John McNally. Inducted from the 
sophomore class were Jennifer Dwyer and Jeff Moser. 

St. John’s Catholic School in Petersburg has been moved into the 
new Parish Center there. Classes began last Thursday, Feb. 16, in 
the new 15,000-square-foot St. John’s Parish Center, which con-
tains the school, a large auditorium called Werner Hall, and space 
for the Petersburg Senior Citizens Center. 

Twenty Years Ago  February 23, 2005

Nate Dierks, son of Chris and Suzanne Dierks, was the top spell-
er in the Antelope County Spelling Contest held Monday, Feb. 21, at 
the Neligh American Legion Club. He is an eighth grade student at 
Pope John. 

Elgin’s annual Dollars for Scholars fund drive topped the $1,220 
mark in its first week and is well on its way to the $2,000 goal. The 
fund drive total stood at $1,220 as of Monday, Feb. 21. 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Somehow, over the course of 
time, children and young adults 
have lost the art of communi-
cation. They live in a world of 
social media and text messag-
es and have failed to develop 
certain life skills that some of 
us take for granted.  For those 
of us raising kids, I think it’s 
essential before they leave our 
homes that we help them to 
learn what some of their peers 
have not.  How to talk to adults.

Pushing them outside their comfort zone
I get it.  Adults can be intim-

idating and even I don’t always 
want to send an email or make a 
phone call.  I totally understand 
why my children don’t want to 
do it either.  However, if I always 
do it for them, then they are 
never going to learn and then 
I’m sending them out into the 
world ill-prepared.  

My daughter is extremely 
shy around adults.  I don’t mind 
because I don’t want her to be 
comfortable talking to strang-
ers.  However, if it’s someone 
she knows well, she needs to 
be able to talk to them or ask 
them for something even if I’m 
not around. Case in point, she 
left one of her dolls at a friend’s 
house.  I drove her over but, on 
the way, needed to stop at an-
other neighbor’s house to drop 
off something they left behind.

I told my daughter to please 
take it up to the front door, ring 
the doorbell, and tell them that 
her mom was returning the 
item.  She looked at me like I 
had grown horns and begged me 
to come with her.  Mind you, she 
knows these people well.  She 
has played at their house, we 
see them literally every week, 

and we have even vacationed 
with them as a family.

I stood my ground.  I told her 
if she wanted me to take her to 
get the doll, then she needed to 
do it.  She breathed a heavy sigh 
and reluctantly did it.  When 
she returned to the car, I asked 
if it was really that bad and she 
admitted it was not.  Such a sim-
ple act but I think pushing them 
a little outside their comfort 
zone can be a good thing.

Yesterday, my son came home 
from school, and I reminded 
him that he was supposed to 
stay for orchestra practice.  He 
immediately started freaking 
out and asked me to email his 
teacher.  I have come to his aid 
many times in the past but this 
time I refused.  He was the one 
that forgot, he needed to email 
the teacher.  He started listing 
excuses, like he didn’t know 
how or what to say.  I simply 
told him that I would show him 
how to do it and I would even 
suggest some wording, but that 
I would not email him.

He finally gave in and sent 
an email.  However, I later read 
the email and was horrified at 
the run-on sentence and lack of 

proper grammar.  Obviously, 
I still have work to do there.  
My kids aren’t allowed to have 
social media.  

Nonetheless, through text 
messaging and the way they 
communi-
cate with 
peers, they 
don’t value 
proper 
grammar.  
He clear-
ly didn’t 
know 
how to 
construct 
an email 
properly 
and I am 
very cu-
rious how 
his teach-
er will 
respond.

Yes, I 
still have a way to go.  But tak-
ing the first step to push them 
is a start.  We can’t expect our 
children to just know how to 
communicate, especially when 
their peers are just as inept.  

See COBB, Page 5 ▶

county seat over the last 25 years.
Allemang said she has a lot to learn in her new job. One thing 

she hopes to do is work with young people and get them into the 
museum.  She wants to come up with programs for the youth to 
get them involved in learning about history in a hands-on manner 
that encourages them to want to return to the facility.

“The need to have their visit to the museum be memorable,” she 
said, adding “I want them to say: We did this at the museum. We 
want to go there again.” Allemang can be reached at (402) 887-5010.

 ◀ FROM Page 1
Curator
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.
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0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.
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District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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As a young reporter, I got the oppor-
tunity to cover, and learn a few things, 
from maybe the greatest state senator 
ever, Jerome Warner.

He was the kind of state senator who 
just commanded respect, and unlike 
some politicians, had a well-formed 
group of beliefs that guided his deci-
sion making.

For instance, one was that user 
fees should finance certain aspects of 
government. 

For example, roads. The primary 
users of roads and highways should 

pay for them, 
Warner reasoned. 
Thus, he believed 
that gas taxes, 
paid by users of 
roads, ought to 
fund road-building 
(but that concept 
was abandoned by 
legislators a few 
years back when 
they designated a 
portion of the state 
sales taxes to that 
endeavor).

He also wasn’t a 
big fan of merging 
wings of govern-

ment.
I’ll never forget a plaque on the wall 

of Warner’s office. It displayed a quote 
attributed to a Roman philosopher that 
read: “We trained hard, but it seemed 
that every time we were beginning to 
form up into teams, we would be reor-
ganized.”

The punchline that followed was 
that reorganizing was a wonderful way 
to present the “illusion of progress” 
while instead, producing “confusion, 
inefficiency and demoralization.”

Which brings us to Gov. Pillen’s 
most recent proposal – to merge the 
Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) with the Nebraska 
Department of Environment and Ener-
gy (NDEE).

Doing this, the governor recently 
told state legislators, would eliminate 

redundant administrative functions, 
and would – after spending $100,000 to 
“rebrand” the new unified agency and 
print new business cards and statio-
nery – save money and better address 
nitrate contamination in groundwater.

Who isn’t for saving a few bucks and 
protecting our drinking water from 
nitrate contamination? And, if the old 
ways of doing things aren’t working 

anymore, changing things around can 
make improvements. 

But the governor and his people, 
according to press accounts, didn’t 
come armed with a lot of reasons why 
merging these two government agen-
cies – which spend a combined $200 
million a year – would save money and 
be more efficient.

Management of the state’s water 
resources, which DNR handles, is 
complicated and often controversial. It 
requires balancing competing inter-
ests who use groundwater for irriga-
tion and manufacturing with those 
who utilize stream flows for crops and 
wildlife. That seems like quite a differ-
ent job than advising companies and 
feedlot operators how to avoid running 
afoul of laws protecting our air, land 
and water.

These mergers can get heated 
like two years ago when the Central 
Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation 
System and Dawson Public Power pro-
posed a corporate marriage. Irrigators 
who rely on groundwater recharge 
from Central’s irrigation ditches 
howled in protest, because they would 
have lost clout under a merger – a 
merger ultimately abandoned. 

Similar concerns were raised about 
joining DNR and NDEE by those inter-
ested in building the Perkins County 
Canal. The long-ago-abandoned canal 
would, in concept, divert more water 
from the South Platte River for Nebras-
ka before Denver area suburbs do. A 
merged agency, they argued, might not 
be as aggressive in supporting such a 
multi-million-dollar project. 

The merger was not supported by 
the state’s biggest agriculture orga-
nization, the Nebraska Farm Bureau, 
who helped Pillen get elected in 2022. 
That’s always a red flag when they 
disagree.

For Pillen, the roughing up he got 
at the public hearing over his merger 
idea couldn’t have been as rough as 
being bucked off a horse, as happened 
in December. But like that horse, he 
might want to keep this idea in the 
barn for a while.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-

er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun. 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

Merging agencies always sound good,
give the illusion of  progress

We welcome ‘letters to the editor’

Our nation’s founders understood 
the importance of establishing a 
universal postal system from the very 
beginning. In 1775, the Second Conti-
nental Congress appointed Benjamin 
Franklin postmaster general for the 
American colonies, nearly a full year 
prior to the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. Today the United 
States Postal Service (USPS) makes up 
our largest non-military governmental 
infrastructure, obligated to guarantee 
service to all 167 million addresses 
across the country.

The recent announcement of U.S. 
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy’s 
planned resignation has cast a spot-
light on historic challenges facing the 
USPS. As income has failed to cover 
USPS expenses and debt for more 
than 15 years, financial troubles and a 
declining standard 
of service have long 
predated DeJoy’s 
tenure. Since 2007, 
the USPS has 
reported net losses 
totaling more than 
$100 billion.

The proliferation 
of online communi-
cation in the digital 
age has disrupt-
ed demand, and 
pension and retiree 
health benefits, 
which make up 
the largest share 
of unfunded USPS 
liabilities, have strained solvency. 
Since 1998, the volume for USPS’ most 
profitable product, First-Class Mail, 
has declined 80 percent and currently 
stands at its lowest volume since 1968.

Many Americans have turned to 
the private sector for the delivery of 
important parcels and letters. How-
ever, private courier services do not 
have the same legal obligation as USPS 
to provide universal timely service. 
Therefore, millions of Americans liv-
ing in rural communities still rely on 
the postal service to deliver bills, medi-
cation, essential goods, and even as the 
“last mile” deliverer for other parcel 
services. I consistently hear from Ne-
braskans voicing their concerns over 
late or undelivered mail and packages. 
Unfortunately, time after time the 
USPS has chosen to neglect these rural 
communities through consolidation 
of facilities which inevitably leads 
to slower delivery standards and an 
increase in delays.

Because Congress has a constitu-
tional responsibility to conduct over-
sight of the USPS, in February 2024, 
I sent a letter to Postmaster General 
DeJoy expressing concern over pro-
posed removal of postal operations 
from the North Platte Mail Processing 

USPS must
serve rural
Americans

See FISCHER, Page 5 ▶

Monday, March 3: Smothered 
pork cutlets, scalloped potatoes, 
peas, peaches, bread/butter, 
milk.
Tuesday, March 4: Broccoli 
cheese soup, chicken salad 
sandwich, cheese/crackers, 
cottage cheese, peaches, bread/
butter, milk.
Wednesday, March 5: Ash 
Wednesday - Lemon pepper 
fish, baked potato, carrots, fruit 
cocktail, bread/butter, milk.
Thursday, March 6: BBQ pork 
cutlets, criss cross potatoes, 
baked beans, mandarin orang-
es, bread/butter, milk.

Friday, March 7: Grilled 
cheese OR grilled ham & 
cheese, lettuce salad, macaroni 
& cheese, carrots/celery, bread/
butter, milk.
(All meals served with bread & 
butter.
 Menus are provided by the Com-
munity Center and are subject to 

change).
Suggested price is $7 per 

meal for persons 60 years of age 
and older. Under 60 is $10.00. 
Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. 

Elgin Community Center Menus
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OBITUARIES
Laura Mae Spieker, 91

March 14, 1933 - February 20, 2025
A homemaker for most of her life, 

she was known for her cinnamon rolls 
and canned dill pickles.

Funeral 
Service for 
Laura Mae 
Spieker age 
91 of Neligh, 

Nebraska will be 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, February 28, 2025 at 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church in Neligh, Nebraska. 
Burial will be in St. Boniface 
Catholic Cemetery at Elgin, 
Nebraska. 

Visitation will be 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, February 
27, 2025 at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church with wake 
service at 7:00 p.m. 

Beyer Snider Memorial 
Funeral Home is handling the 
arrangements. 

Laura Mae passed away on 
February 20, 2025 at Antelope 
Memorial Hospital in Neligh, 
Nebraska. 

Condolences may be directed 
to the family at www.beyersni-
dermemorialfh.com  

*****
Laura Mae Spieker was born 

on March 14, 1933 to William 
and Hilda (Welding) Sehi on 
the family farm rural Clear-
water, Nebraska. She attended 
country school south of Clear-
water. 

On September 15, 1953 she 
was united in marriage to Rob-
ert Spieker at St. John’s Cath-
olic Church rural Clearwater, 
Nebraska. To this union, 
eleven children were born. 

When first married, they 
lived on a farm near Park 
Center area west of Elgin and 
they farmed south of Elgin for 
several years. They moved to 

a farm near Brunswick, NE in 
1963. 

She was a homemaker for 
most of her life and known for 
her cinnamon rolls and her 
canned dill pickles. 

She took care of cleaning the 
parsonage and cooking for the 
priest at St. Johns. 

Laura also worked at Neligh 
Hospital and Bennett’s Turkey 
Farm. 

She loved spending time 
with her family. She also liked 
quilting, going to the casino, 
fishing, camping, and gar-
dening. She was a member of 
St. Francis Church and was a 
Christian Mother. 

Survived by Carol Anderson 
of Neligh, Ne; Karen Eischeid 
of Elgin; James (Renee) Spieker 
of Madison, NE; Jannelle 
Risinger of Spring Valley, 
OH; Vera (Mark) Sullivan of 
Columbus, NE; Cary (Kim) 
Spieker of Norfolk, NE; Lynette 
(Gary) Faltin of Dodge, NE; 
Roberta “Bobbi” Kennedy of 
Elgin; Connie (Brad) Snyder of 
Holstein, IA; and Terri Spieker 
of McKinney, TX. 30 grandchil-
dren and 49 great grandchil-
dren. Brother, Dave (Marilyn) 
Sehi of Clearwater, NE and 
Sister, Wilma Schaecher of 
Norfolk, NE and aunt Arlene 
Welding of Greenfield, WI.  

Preceded in death by her 
parents; husband; and infant 
daughter, Annette. Sister, 
Shirley Henkenius; son-in-
laws, Mark Risinger and Paul 
Eischeid; grandson Joseph 
Sullivan and grandson-in-law, 
Andrew Lingenfelter.

The Elgin Review  •  February 26, 2025

It’s important that we take 
the time to push them and 
teach them and set them up for 

 ◀ FROM Page 3

Cobb

and Distribution Center as part 
of the USPS Mail Processing 
Facility Reviews. This proposal 
threatened to move mail pro-
cessing outside of the state, po-
tentially adding days to delivery 
times and undermining Third 
District customer satisfaction. 
I was grateful when, due to 
overwhelming public backlash, 
plans for the North Platte facili-
ty’s closure were postponed.

Earlier this month, I led my 
Nebraska colleagues in asking 
President Trump to fill current 
vacancies on the USPS Board 

 ◀ FROM Page 4

Smith
of Governors with individuals 
ready to advance solutions. Up 
against historic budget deficits 
and market disruption, it is 
clear innovation is sorely need-
ed to modernize and maintain 
this institution which has pro-
vided a vital service to Amer-
ican citizens throughout our 
nation’s history. For nearly two 
and a half centuries the postal 
service has fostered correspon-
dence, commerce, and connec-
tion between Americans. Any 
USPS reform must preserve its 
fundamental duty to provide 
reliable mail service to every 
American household.

Robert L. Medcalf, 79
September 24, 1945 - February 21, 2025
A longtime member of St. Theresa’s 

Catholic Church, he was very active on 
Pope John’s School Board.

Robert L. 
Medcalf, 79 of 
Norfolk, NE, 
died Friday, 
February 

21, 2025, at Heritage of Bel-Air 
Nursing Home, Norfolk, NE.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
February 26, 2025 (today), at St. 
Boniface Church in Elgin with 
Rev. Frank Baumert officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in the 
parish cemetery. Visitation 
was 5-7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, at the church, with a 
7 p.m. wake service.

Levander Funeral 
Home of Elgin is in charge 
of the arrangements. Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.levanderfuner-
alhome.com.

***** 
Robert LeRoy Medcalf, son 

of Lyle and Louise (Sargent)
Medcalf was born September 
24, 1945, at Ewing, NE. He 
attended high school in Neligh, 
NE and graduated with the 
class of 1963. 

On June 24, 1967, Bob was 
united in marriage to Mary 
Kay Hoefer at St. Boniface in 
Elgin, NE.   He was baptized 
and confirmed into the catho-
lic faith in July of 1969. From 
this union, Bob was blessed 
with two children. 

The couple made their home 

near Clearwater, NE where 
they lived and raised their 
children. Bob worked at Black-
burn Manufacturing, drove a 
semi, and raised hogs on their 
farm.  

Bob was long time mem-
ber of St. Theresa’s Catholic 
Church. He was also very 
active on Pope John’s school 
board, Pork Producers board, 
and in the 80’s he was on the 
Antelope County Fair board. 
He enjoyed square dancing, 
driving truck, playing cards, 
and watching professional 
wrestling. 

Bob is survived by his 
two children: Karen (Loren) 
Paquette of Elkhorn, NE; Brian 
(Mandy) Medcalf of Highlands 
Ranch, CO; long-time compan-
ion: Mryna Mosel of Neligh, 
NE; four grandsons: Tyler 
(Elizabeth) Hardy of Omaha, 
NE; Travis (Breanna) Hardy of 
Omaha, NE; Austin and Alex 
Medcalf both of Highlands 
Ranch, CO; two granddaugh-
ters: Hayley Hamilton and 
Josie Medcalf both of High-
lands Ranch, CO; two sisters: 
Louanne (Mike) Higgins of 
Cabello, NM; and Linda Mor-
rison of Tulsa, OK; along with 
many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives, and friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; and wife: Mary 
Kay Medcalf.

The Elgin Review  •  February 26, 2025

success.
Comments are welcome and 

can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com.

Bartlett Lions Club met Thursday, February 13 at 7 p.m.  The 
meeting was held at the old firehall with 6 members present.   A  
car show, “Grilling for the Bronzes,” tractor pull and craft fair 
will be held May 31 at Bartlett.  This event will be covered by the 
Bartlett Lions Club Insurance and will list the club as sponsors on 

Bartlett News

See BARTLETT, Page 8 ▶
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Boone County Health Cen-
ter (BCHC) has announced the 
addition of Melissa Griffin, 
LIMHP, LADC, to its Behavioral 
Health team. 

A Licensed Independent 
Mental Health Practitioner and 
Licensed Alcohol and Drug 
Counselor, she will be available 
Monday through Friday to pro-
vide vital mental health ser-
vices to the Albion community 
and surrounding areas.

Originally from Firth, 
Nebraska, Melissa now resides 

in Fullerton. She earned her 
Bachelor’s degree in Criminal 
Justice and a Master’s degree 
in Community Counseling from 
the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney. 

With a deep passion for 
helping people become the 
best version of themselves, she 
brings a wealth of experience 
and dedication to BCHC.

“I’m excited to serve the 
community and help meet the 
growing mental health needs of 
patients,” said Melissa. “Boone 

Griffin joins behavioral health team at BCHC

Melissa
Griffin

Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) Foundation is excited to 
announce that ticket sales are 
now live for its biennial gala, 
a Masquerade Ball. The event 
will take place on Saturday, 
March 29, 2025, at the Cardinal 
Inn Event Center. Doors open at 
5 p.m. for a social hour, followed 
by dinner at 6 p.m.

The event will raise funds for 
the Scope It Out project, which 
aims to raise $98,000 overall 
to purchase new scopes for the 
Surgery Department at Boone 
County Health Center. Guests 
will enjoy fine dining, live 
entertainment, and thrilling 
activities, all in support of this 
vital cause.

The event features Encrypt 
Escape Rooms from Norfolk, 
offering tabletop breakout chal-
lenges where each table will 
work as a team to solve puzzles 
and race against the clock. Live 
music will be provided by The 
VIX, a rock and roll band out of 
Lincoln, featuring Kalen Kro-
hn, musician with local ties.

County Health Center has a 
strong reputation for providing 
compassionate, patient-centered 
care, and I look forward to be-
ing part of this team.”

“We are thrilled to add Me-
lissa to our Behavioral Health 
team,” said Kayla Baker, Direc-
tor of Behavioral Health Ser-
vices at BCHC. “Mental health 
care is essential to overall 
well-being, and her experience 
and expertise will enhance the 
services we offer to our pa-
tients.”

Outside of work, Melissa en-
joys reading and attending her 

children’s activities. She and 
her husband, Eric, have three 
children: Tyler 
(19), Hunter (18), 
and Kora (9).

For more 
information or 
to schedule an 
appointment, 
patients can 
visit with their 
Primary Care 
Provider or con-
tact BCHC’s Be-
havioral Health 
department at 
402-395-3247.BCHC masquerade ball

to support surgical care
Dinner, catered by Country 

Mile Catering, includes smoked 
brisket, corn, baby potatoes, 
macaroni salad, and dessert. 
A cash bar will be available 
throughout the evening.

Tickets for open seating are 
$75 per person, or tables of 
eight can be reserved for $600. 
Tickets and sponsorship oppor-
tunities are available for pur-
chase online at boonecohealth.
org under the “Who We Are” 
section, under the Foundation 
tab. They can also be purchased 
by calling or visiting the Foun-
dation office. 

The deadline for ticket 
purchases and sponsorships is 
March 20, 2025.

Guests are encouraged to 
dress in their best masquerade 
attire, though any attire of any 
style is welcome.

Secure your tickets today 
and be part of this meaningful 
event. For questions or more 
information, please contact 
Foundation Director Sarah 
Grape at 402-395-3145.

Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) is pleased to announce 

that longtime 
registered nurse 
Tara Leetch has 
officially signed 
on as a Nurse 
Practitioner and 
will begin see-
ing patients in 
both the Clinic 
and Emergency 
Department in 
late summer.

Tara has dedi-
cated 17 years to 

BCHC, serving in various roles 
across the hospital, including 
the medical-surgical floor, labor 
and delivery, and emergency 
department. She has also served 
as the Infection Preventionist 
nurse, Emergency Department 
manager, and trauma coordi-
nator. 

Her extensive experience, 
coupled with her passion for 
patient care, led her to take 
the next step in her career and 
pursue her Nurse Practitioner 
degree.

“I see myself as a lifelong 
learner and was ready for the 
next challenge,” said Tara. “I 
have always loved the acute 
care setting of the hospital, 
especially the emergency 
department, but I’m looking 
forward to working in primary 
care and continuing to build 
relationships with patients and 
families.”

Tara began her nursing 
journey as a Certified Nursing 
Assistant at age 16, inspired by 
her mother’s encouragement. 
She later earned her Associate’s 
Degree in Nursing from Central 
Community College in 2008, fol-
lowed by her Bachelor’s Degree 
from the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center in 2015. She is 
currently completing her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Nursing through 
Mount Marty University, with 
plans to graduate in May 2025.

Throughout her career, Tara 
has been influenced by many 
nurses at BCHC, including expe-
rienced mentors who guided 

Leetch now a nurse practitioner
her in her early years. “I feel so 
appreciative of all the love and 
support from so many people 
at BCHC who have helped me 
along the way,” she said.

Boone County Health Center 
CEO Caleb Poore expressed 
his appreciation for Tara’s 
long-standing commitment to 
the health center. 

“Tara has given so much to 
BCHC over the years, and we 
are thrilled to see her take on 
this new role. Her dedication, 
experience, and compassion for 
patients make her an incredible 
asset to our team, and we are 
grateful she is continuing her 
career with us.”

Outside of work, Tara enjoys 
spending time with her family, 
attending her children’s activi-
ties, and enjoying the outdoors 
at their cabin, where they love 
boating and fishing. She also 
has a passion for cooking, gar-
dening, and running.

BCHC is excited to welcome 
Tara into her new role and 
looks forward to her continued 
impact in serving the commu-
nity.

Tara
Leetch, NP
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Publisher
Dennis Morgan

ELGIN — Five days that 
rocked Wolfpack nation.

That’s how I would describe 
the events which transpired 
from Tuesday through Satur-
day last week.

There 
may not 
have been 
such a 
week, at 
least not in 
my time as 
owner of 
this news-
paper, no 
time when 
so much 
happened 
to shape the 
fortunes of 
the Wolf-
pack sports 
fan.

If there was a stopwatch 
ticking in your mind, it would 
have charted the ups and down 
of Wolfpack athletes here, near 
and far from home as we fol-
lowed in person and/or on live 
stream.

Here’s the journey, min-
ute-by-minute.

Tuesday afternoon — Soph-
omore Libby Evans, steps on 
the mat at Omaha to begin her 
second state wrestling tourna-
ment. She wins her first match 
in typical Evans fashion. Mark-
ing the beginning of a fantastic 
run which ends up in a fourth 
place medal. She reaches the 
semi-final round before losing a 
match, then fights her way back 
to the consolation finals before 
dropping her second match 
and finishing fourth. It’s the 
first time, albeit the girls state 
tournament is only in its second 
sanctioned year by the NSAA, 
a Wolfpack female wrestler has 
medaled at state.

Evans would later say she 
hopes her success will inspire 
other girls to go out for wres-
tling at EPPJ. “I really hope so, 
it would be cool to have a larger 
team.”

Wednesday evening — Hav-
ing only suffered a handful of 
losses throughout the season, 
the Wolfpack girls basketball 
team takes the court at Elkhorn 
Valley High School to begin 
play in the subdistrict basket-
ball tournament. Myself, I look 

at this game as the prelude to 
a much bigger game the next 
night against the undefeated 
Lady Falcons.

To my shock and surprise, 
Niobrara-Verdigre has oth-
er plans. The Cougars take a 
16-point lead in the first half, 
then hold off a second half 
charge by EPPJ to end the Wolf-
pack’s season 56 to 44. Through-
out the second half I expect the 
Wolfpack to make a big come-
back. Why? The Wolfpack’s 
pressure defense is so good on 
this night the Cougars struggle 
to get the ball past half-court 
before turning it over. EPPJ 
cuts the lead down to six points 
and has opportunities, but can’t 
capitalized and so the season 
ends.

Thursday morning — Landyn 
Veik, the lone Wolfpack boys 
wrestler to qualify for state, 
wins his opening match, then 
loses his quarterfinal match. 
Now forced to wrestle in the 
consolation rounds, the junior 
remains alive in the tourna-
ment, but every match from 
here on out can be summed 
up in four words, “win or go 
home.”

Friday afternoon — Veik 
takes control early and claims 
a major decision (11 to 0) over 
Mullen’s Cooper Walker. The 
victory sets the stage for the 
next round hours later.

Friday evening — The 
Wolfpack boys basketball team 
takes the floor to play O’Neill 

St. Mary’s. Our players have 
the ‘eye of the tiger’ look in 
their eyes. At the other end of 
the court, the Cardinals seem 
overconfident, not much energy 
other than rattling the rim with 
dunks in warmups. The game 
begins with EPPJ scorching the 
nets with 22 first quarter points 
to lead by 12. I expect Jarek Er-
ickson to get his points, Dylan 
Kolm comes out of nowhere 
with 10 first quarter points en 
route to a 23-point effort. 

In the second half, St. Mary’s 
makes it respectable but nev-
er gets close enough to have a 
chance to win the game. EPPJ 
wins by four points, thanks to 
two meaningless treys by the 
Cardinals in the final seconds. 
The outcome is big for the 
Wolfpack’s postseason chances 
of playing in a district final 
whether or not they win subdis-
tricts this week.

Friday night — Rushing 
home from the game, less than 
an hour after EPPJ won on the 
basketball court, back in Oma-
ha Landyn Veik in consolation 
round #3 against Francis Pieper 
from North Platte St. Pat’s. 
Again, it’s win or go home time. 
Veik falls behind early, then 
comes back to force overtime by 
outscoring his opponent five to 
two over the final two periods.

Then, in overtime, Veik gets 
Pieper in a hold which leads to 
a pin. Coaches Adam Veik (his 
father) and Shane Beckman 
celebrate the moment in grand 

Spinning Tales
From Tilden to Elgin to Omaha, five days that won’t soon be forgotten

fashion, jumping into the air 
and embracing. But the biggest 
embrace is between the wres-
tler and his father.

It’s the biggest victory in 
Landyn’s career in the most 
pressure-filled match of his life. 
It means he will medal in this, 
his first trip to state.

Saturday morning — Veik 
wrestles two more times. In the 
consolation semi-final round, 
he is overwhelmed 17 to one by 
Josh Mace from Archbishop 
Bergan. 

Then, in the fifth place 
match, the last one he will 
wrestle this year in Omaha, 
Wisner-Pilger’s Keegan Poppe 
gets a major decision victory 
over the Wolfpack wrestler.

Saturday afternoon — Hav-
ing wrestled six times in three 
days, winning four of those 
matches, Veik steps on the med-
al stand and receives his sixth 
place medal, capping a season 
where he won 30 matches and 
losing only 13. He’s wrestled the 
best wrestlers in the state and 
held his own. 

“I’m grateful for the oppor-
tunity,” he said about getting 
to compete against the best 
wrestlers at state.

The promise of a super senior 
season is in front of him.

There you have it, five days 
that rocked the Wolfpack world. 
Highs and lows and so much 
more. 

Such is the way in Wolfpack 
Nation!
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
KLK REAL ESTATE L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabili-

ty company: KLK REAL ESTATE, 
L.L.C. The address of the desig-
nated office is: 52789 854 Road, 
Neligh, Nebraska 68756. The name 
and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 
company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced upon 
filing the Certificate of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary of State on 
February 5, 2025, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

KLK REAL ESTATE, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: February 12, 19 & 26
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO BIDDERS — CULVERTS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE FOR BIDS
Culverts

The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners will accept sealed 
bids until 9:15 AM on March 11th, 
2025, for Culverts.  Bids may be 
brought in or mailed to the An-
telope County Clerk’s Office, 501 
M Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, NE  
68756-0026.  Specifications are 
available at the Clerk’s Office. Bids 
made on items not listed on the 
specifications or bids not consis-
tent with the specifications will 
not be accepted.  All bids must be 
plainly marked “Culvert Bid” on the 

lower left-hand corner of the enve-
lope.  Successful bidder will supply 
the specified product.  Bids will be 
opened and publicly read at the 
March 11th, 2025, board meeting 
at 9:15 AM in the County Commis-
sioners Meeting Room of the An-
telope County Courthouse Annex.  
The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids. 

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

PUBLISH: February 19, 26 & March 
5, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
GEF Partnership, L.L.C., a Ne-

braska Limited Liability Company, 
with its registered address at 428 
N. Elm, Box 193, Ewing, Nebraska 
68735, was dissolved on February 
7, 2025. The terms of the dissolu-
tion provide for the payment of 
liabilities of the Limited Liability 
Company and the distribution of 
any remaining assets to the mem-
bers. Gary D. Funk, the President 
of the Limited Liability Company, 
is to manage the company affairs, 

wind up and liquidate its business, 
and distribute its assets. The Lim-
ited Liability Company has no as-
sets and no liabilities.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

101 W. 4th Street
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: February 19, 26 & March 
5, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
GEF Partnership, L.L.C.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
CITY OF ELGIN

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The City of Elgin will be accept-

ing bids for a 2009 8ft. Henderson 
7xMILD salt spreader with a Briggs 
and Stratton 8HP engine. The item 
is believed to be operable and shall 
be sold in “as is” condition. Inter-
ested persons shall submit sealed 
bids, to the Office of the City Clerk, 
P.O. Box 240, 104 Pine Street, Elgin, 
NE 68636, so they are received in 
the Clerk’s office no later than 3:00 

p.m. on February 28, 2025. Bids 
shall be opened, and the property 
considered for sale at the regular 
meeting of the City Council on 
March 3, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. The 
City will consider all reasonable 
bids, but reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
PUBLISH: February 12, 19 & 26, 
2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MARCH MEETINGS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF MARCH, 2025
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold meetings in the County Com-
missioner’s meeting room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex, Neligh, Nebraska on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 

March 4, 2025 at 9:00 AM

March 11, 2025 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept continu-
ously current, is available for public 
inspection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s office and may be modified 
at such meeting to include items 
of an emergency nature pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: February 26, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF HEARING
DISTRICT #18 AMERICANISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF ELGIN PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

AMERICANISM COMMITTEE 
HEARING

The Elgin Public School Amer-
icanism Committee will hold a 
hearing on Wednesday March 12, 
2025.  The meeting will be held 
in the Board Room of the High 
School at 7:00 p.m.  The agenda of 

the meeting will be for the purpose 
of the Americanism Committee 
Hearing.

Agenda Items
• Previous Meetings Minutes
• Policy Review
• Mr. Ostransky and Mr. Callah-

an Presentations
PUBLISH: February 26, 2025
ZNEZ

their fliers.  
Kay Reineke will be attending the Lions Conference in Ogallala 

on March 14-15.  
Family Literacy Night will be held at Wheeler Central the eve-

ning of March 17.  The Bartlett Lions Club will provide some type 
of Bingo game that evening for the students attending.  Kimmie 
Reed and her mom Patty Collins will be in charge of providing the 
candy for that event.  

The Easter Egg Hunt in Bartlett, sponsored by the Bartlett Lions 
Club, will be held April 19. Patty Collins is in charge of purchasing 
the candy for the hunt and David Collins is in charge of purchasing 
the ‘Gold Dollar,’ coins from the Cornerstone Bank.  A coin is given 
to each child who attends.  

The next meeting will be held March 13 at 7 p.m.
We are thankful that the extremely cold weather is over, at least 

for now, and for snow that provided us some moisture.  February 
22 was President Washington’s birthday.  When I was a student at 
District 4, a country school in Wheeler County, we cut out silhou-
ettes of George  Washington and Abraham Lincoln’s faces  each 
February to decorate the long west windows of the school in honor 
of their February birthdays.
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Bartlett

Courthouse News
Antelope County Judge 

Donna Taylor presided over a 
variety of cases during a Feb. 
19 court session at the Antelope 
County Courthouse in Neligh.

A plea deal was reached in 
a case involving a 53-year-old 
Albion man charged with one 
felony count of issuing a bad 
check.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith told the court the de-
fendant agreed to plead guilty to 
an amended complaint and pay 
restitution immediately.

Dennis Leitschuck entered 
a guilty plea to one count of 
issuing a bad check - $0 to $500, 
a Class II misdemeanor.

Taylor sentenced Leitschuck 
to pay a $250 fine, which is 
suspended until March 19. Leit-
schuck paid $57.59 restitution to 
Elgin One Stop and court costs 
of $49.

A show cause hearing is set 
for March 19, if payment is not 
received.

*****
Xavier W. Hobbs, 22, of Ew-

ing, failed to appear for a show 
cause hearing regarding a 2024 
case where Hobbs was convict-
ed and sentenced on one count 
of possession of marijuana one 
ounce or less - 1st offense, an in-
fraction and speeding 11-15 mph 
county/state, an infraction.

In an earlier court appear-
ance, Hobbs requested to pay 
the court costs totaling $424 
over a period of time. At the 
time, Taylor ordered payment 
due in full by Feb. 19 or the 
defendant was to appear to 
determine if he should be given 
additional time to pay, commu-
nity service or held in contempt.

Taylor issued a time pay war-
rant which, upon service, would 
force Hobbs to select a payment 
method, including full payment 
of the judgment and costs, serve 
jail time at $150 per day, appear 
in court at the next available 
date. Bond, in the amount of 
$1,500 - 10%, with the defendant 
set to appear on Wednesday fol-
lowing arrest, unless judgment 
is paid by days held, prior to the 
hearing.

*****
Michelle R. Zelms, 37, of Nor-

folk, appeared for arraignment 
on one count of assault-cause 
bodily injury, a Class I misde-
meanor, related to a Feb. 14 in-
cident which occurred at rural 
Ewing in Antelope County.

Zelms requested a public 
defender. Taylor adjudged her 
indigent and appointed Ante-
lope County Attorney Patrick 
Carney.

According to the probable 
cause affidavit, Zelms and a 
33-year-old man were drinking 
alcohol at his rural Ewing resi-
dence and argued about a pack 
of cigarettes. Zelms yelled at 
the man, sprayed pepper spray, 
punched him and, at one point, 
pinned him on the ground and 
began stabbing him on the 
shoulder and back with her 
pocketknife.

Zelms allegedly bit the man 
on his cheek and an unknown 
object entered the man’s right 
eye. 

While trying to get away from 
the woman, she allegedly bit his 
finger.

Both individuals were 
transported to Antelope Me-
morial Hospital and the man 
was transfered to the Nebraska 
Medical Center in Omaha.

Zelms was transported to the 
Antelope County Law Enforce-
ment Center, where she was 
arrested.

Taylor set bond at $25,000-
10%, with the conditions that 
Zelms not consume alcohol, 
not possess or consume any 
controlled substance, submit to 
search of person, vehicle, prem-
ises or chemical test as request-
ed by law enforcement and have 
no contact with the 33-year-old 
man.

 Zelms will appear March 5 
for further arraignment.

*****
Tyler R. Bellar, 21, of Elgin, 

appeared for further arraign-
ment on one count of domestic 
violence assault-3rd/threat/
bodily injury, a Class I misde-
meanor.

Bellar’s counsel, Antelope 
County Pubic Defender Patrick 
Carney, requested a continu-
ance, which was granted.

Taylor ordered the county 
attorney and county defender 
to file witness and exhibit lists 
before the next hearing date.

Bellar will appear March 5 
for a pretrial hearing.

*****
Thomas A. Warnke, 21, of 

Beatrice, appeared for a pre-
liminary hearing on one count 
of sexual assault - 1st degree, 
a Class II felony; one count of 
attempt of a Class II felony, a 
Class IIA felony.

Warnke signed a waiver 
of appearance and waiver of 
preliminary hearing. Taylor 
accepted the waiver.

Warnke will be bound over to 
Antelope County District Court. 
He will appear March 26 for 
arraignment.

*****
Dallus L. Christiansen, 27, of 

Neligh, appeared for a hearing 
on one count of driving under 
the influence-.15+ or refusal (1 
prior conviction), a misdemean-
or; and one count of speeding 
11-15 mph county/state, an 
infraction.

Christiansen told the court 
he had completed an alcohol/
drug evaluation but a copy was 
not given to the court.

Taylor continued the case for 
sentencing on March 5. Bond, 
in the amount of $5,000-10% is 
continued.

On Nov. 13, Christiansen was 
traveling on Highway 275, when 
he was pulled over for allegedly 
driving 80 miles per hour in a 
65 mph zone. During a traffic 
stop, conducted by an on-duty 
Nebraska State Patrol officer, 
the trooper conducted field 
sobriety tests, which showed 
Christiansen testing at .191 
grams of alcohol per 210 liters of 
breath.

He consented to be tested 
again at the Antelope County 
Jail, which showed .195 grams 
of alcohol per 210 liters of 
breath. Christiansen was taken 
into custody at the time.

*****
Timothy C. Braun, 43, of 

Creighton, appeared for a 
pretrial hearing on one count of 
false reporting - misdemeanor, 
a Class I misdemeanor.

Smith informed the court 
a plea agreement had been 
reached. Braun pleaded no 
contest to the charge and Taylor 
found him guilty.

Per the plea agreement, 
Smith recommended Braun 
receive a fine at sentencing. 
Taylor ordered the defendant to 
pay a $500 fine and court costs 
of $50.

*****
Aaron B. Smith, 40, of Or-

chard, appeared for further 
arraignment on one count of ob-
struct government operations, 
a Class I misdemeanor; and one 
count of disturbing the peace, a 
Class III misdemeanor.

The county attorney told 
Taylor a plea deal had been 
reached, with the following 
conditions: If the defendant 
pleads guilty/no contest to 
count two, the first count will 
be dismissed, and the state will 
recommend a fine at sentencing.

Smith pleaded no contest to 
the second count and Taylor 
found him guilty. The first 
charge was dismissed with prej-
udice. Taylor ordered Smith to 
pay a $250 fine and court costs 
totaling $50.

*****
James A. Brady, 70, of Nor-

folk, appeared for a hearing to 
consider early release.

Since the court had not 
received an update from the 
supervising probation officer, 
Taylor continued the hearing to 
March 5.

Brady was sentenced in May 
2024 after pleading no contest 
to one count of assault - third 
degree, a Class I misdemeanor, 
which stemmed from a 2023 as-
sault which occurred in Neligh.

*****

Melanie J. Bradshaw, 43, of 
Page, appeared for a motion 
to suppress on one count of no 
proof of insurance, a Class II 
misdemeanor.

Bradshaw original ly entered 
a not guilty plea during a Dec. 
4 arraignment and requested a 
jury trial. 

During the Feb. 19 hearing, 
Taylor overruled the motion 
and set a pretrial hearing for 
March 19.

*****
Joanne D. Schottler, 61, of 

Bloomfield, appeared for sen-
tencing on an amended charge 
of DUI-alcohol-1st offense, a 
Class W misdemeanor.

  Taylor sentenced Schottler 
to pay a $500 fine in addition to 
court costs of $50 and $100 in 
lab costs, and ordered her not to 
drive. 

Her driver’s license was 
revoked for 60 days and Taylor 
ordered an ignition interlock 
permit be ordered. Schottler 
will also serve a probation term 
of eight months.

*****
Sentencing in a case involv-

ing Daniel R. Veik, 41, of Elgin, 
will be continued to March 5.

Veik’s attorney, Martin Klein, 
requested the continuance. 
Smith did not object.

Courtesy of The Summerland
Advocate-Messenger
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ELGIN — A quick start and 
a fast finish propelled Elgin 
Public-Pope John to a decisive 
69 to 65 victory over O’Neill St. 
Mary’s Friday night.

Playing their last regular 
season home game, the Wolf-
pack defeated the top-ranked 
Cardinals, avenging an over-
time loss at the NVC Tourna-
ment weeks ago.

The Wolfpack jumped out 
to a quick nine to zero lead 
before Gage Hedstrom got the 
Cardinals on the board to start 
the game. Turning in his best 
performance of the season, ju-
nior Jarek Erickson had seven 
of EPPJ’s first nine points and 

added an assist to Max Henn 
to account for the other two 
points. Senior Dylan Kolm who 
finished with 10 points in the 
quarter and 23 in the game.

The lead would grow to 17 
points before St. Mary’s put 
together a run. Hedstrom would 
score the Cardinals last eight 
points of the half to make the 
score 37 to 29.

The lead hovered around 
the 10-point mark in the third 
quarter.

The teams traded baskets 
in the fourth quarter before a 
three-point play by Hedstrom 
pulled St. Mary’s to within six 
with 5:42 left in the game. The 

lead then shrank to three points 
on a tray by Logan Brabec. 

The play of the game came 
moments later. With the Wolf-
pack up 61 to 58 and right 
after Brabec’s three made free 
throws, Kolm was in the right 
place at the right time for a put-
back which grew the lead to five 
points with just over a minute 
to play. Then, having missed a 
four free throws in a row earlier 
in the quarter, Kolm stepped up 
and made three of four in the 
final minute to give EPPJ an 
eight-point lead 67 to 50. Erick-
son added two more free throws 
right before the end of the game 
to offset a pair of treys by St. 

Mary’s to make the final score 
69 to 65.

It was arguably Coach Euse’s 
greatest victory so far as the 
Wolfpack coach. “The whole 
game was intense” Euse said. 
“Dylan has been kind of incon-
sistent, but he had a big putback 
and made some clutch free 
throws at the end of the game. 
That’s a senior who stepped up.”

Erickson and Kolm ’s 27 
accounted for 50 of EPPJ’s 69 
points on the board.

Point guard Karson Kallhoff 
pulled down a team-high nine 
rebounds.

There’s a good chance the 
Wolfpack may again face the 
Cardinals. It could happen 
Thursday night in O’Neill at 
the subdistrict final. However, 
to do that, EPPJ will have to get 
past Stuart. That game will be 
played Tuesday night (too late 
for press time). 

If they beat Stuart, EPPJ 
will face the winner of St. 
Mary’s-Neligh-Oakdale Thurs-
day night at 6 p.m. in the Cardi-
nals’ home gym.

EPPJ 69, St. Mary’s 65
Cardinals………10  19  12  24 — 65
Wolfpack………22  15  14  18 — 69
Wolfpack — Kellan Hoefer 3-6 0-0 
7, Taylor Beckman 0-0 0-0 0, Kar-
son Kallhoff 1-4 0-0 3, Jarek Erick-
son 7-11 9-10 27, Max Henn 3-7 3-4 
9, Dylan Kolm 8-10 4-6 23. Team 
totals: 22-38 16-22 69. Three-point 

Jarek Erickson goes up hard for two of his 27 points.
E-R photos/DMorgan

EPPJ wins rematch with Cardinals 69 to 65

shots — Wolfpack 9-16 (Kolm 3, 
Erickson 4, Hoefer 1, Kallhoff 1). 
Cardinals team totals: 23-55 6-7 
65. Three-point shots — Cardinals 
13-35.

Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 23 (Kallhoff 9), Cardinals 24. 
Assists — Wolfpack 15 (Erickson 
7). Turnovers — Wolfpack 6, Car-
dinals 5.The bench joins Karson Kallhoff celebrating a made three-point basket by the Wolfpack.
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TILDEN — After scoring the 
game’s first basket to take an 
early lead, Elgin Public-Pope 
John saw their post-season 
dreams go up in smoke as Nio-
brara-Verdigre upset the Wolf-
pack 56 to 44 in the semi-final 
round of the C2-5 Sub-District 
tournament.

Having defeated the Cougars 
the first weekend of the season, 
it was a shock to players, coach-
es and fans to see the Wolf-
pack’s season abruptly end.

Behind the shooting of 
sophomore Delani Runnels and 
Evelyn Kucera, the Cougars 
jumped out to a 17 to 10 lead 
after one quarter. In the final 
five minutes of the quarter, 
EPPJ was outscored 12 to five. 
Braelyn Martinsen (3) and Cal-
lie Heithoff (2) accounted for all 
of the Wolfpack’s points during 
the run. Wolfpack center Mady 
Kurpgeweit scored off a steal 
to cut the lead to five points 
early in the second quarter. The 

Cougars then went on a 12 to 2 
run over the next five minutes 
to lead 29 to 14. The teams then 
traded baskets for the rest of the 
half as EPPJ trailed 33 to 19 at 
intermission.

Coaches say the first three 
minutes of the second half are 
crucial to a team’s outcome. 
EPPJ held the Cougars for 
the first four minutes as Kate 
Furstenau drilled a trey and 
Martinsen made a multitude of 
free throws to cut the margin to 
33 to 28.

EPPJ then gave up a trey to 
Runnels which gave the Cou-
gars a boost as they closed out 
the quarter with a 40 to 33 lead.

The seven-point margin 
would be the closest EPPJ 
would get to the Cougars the 
rest of the way. EPPJ made one 
final run as Kurpgeweit got 
open downlow to cut the lead to 
51 to 44 with 1:35 left. Then, the 
Cougars closed out the game on 
a five-point run as Kucera hit 

OMAHA — Libby Evans 
capped the greatest season ever 
for a Wolfpack girls wrestler, 
finishing fourth in her weight 
class at the NSAA State Wres-
tling Championships held last 
week in Omaha.

“For me, being able to bring 
home a medal is a huge accom-
plishment,” she told The Elgin 
Review. 

She said it was an emotional 
moment when it became clear 
Friday that she would medal at 
the tournament. “It took a long 
time to realize, to be guaran-
teed a medal,” she said. “I shed 
a lot of tears with my family and 
coaches.” 

She began her run to a state 
medal Tuesday evening. In 
round one, she faced off against 
Centennial’s Lainey Abell. Af-
ter jumping out to a six-to-one 
lead, Evans pinned Abell in 2:47. 
Abell finished the tournament 
with a 26-12 record.

Next up was a quarterfi-
nal matchup against Addison 
Arvdal of Sutherland. Arvdal 
was undefeated coming into the 
match (39-0) and finished un-
beaten as she became one of the 
few wrestlers in the state to pin 
Evans. The pin came in the first 
period at the 1:13 mark.

That meant Evans’ path to 
a medal would be through the 
consolation rounds. In her 
next match, Evans recorded a 
takedown in the first period and 
went on to defeat Bridgeport’s 
Hayden Marks five to two. 
Marks ended her season 38-9.

Up next was a match against 
Paxton’s Skylar Johnson. She 
entered the match with 12 losses 
and Evans made it 13. Evans 
led five to zero before pinning 
Johnson in 3:12.

The consolation semi-finals 
Wednesday afternoon came 
against GICC’s Leslie Garcia. 
Evans built a four to one lead in 
the third period before adding 
four more points with a near 
fall to win the match eight to 
one. It was Evans’ 31st victory 
of the season, setting her up for 
her biggest match of the year.

And who was waiting for her 
in the consolation finals? A 
familiar foe - Crofton-Bloom-
field’s Annabelle Poppe. Twice 

earlier in the season, at Neligh 
and again at Pierce, Poppe had 
bested her. 

This time it would a much 
more competitive match. The 
match was tied entering the 
third period when Poppe (28-5) 
recorded a takedown and went 
on to win three to zero. Poppe 
won the third place medal while 
Evans accepted the fourth place 
medal and ends her season 
with a 31-7 record, giving her 
incentive to strive for a better 
showing next year. She has two 
years of eligibility remaining, 
plenty of time to become a state 
champion.

“After first whistle blows, ev-
erything melts away,” she said 
about competing, “it’s just me, 
my coaches and the person on 
the other side of the line.”

Evans added, “It’s really cra-
zy, down there (on the mat), you 
don’t realize how many people 
there are supporting you.”

What a season for the Wolf-
pack sensation. Last year, her 
first in varsity girls wrestling, 
Evans missed out on a state 
medal, finishing the tourna-
ment with two wins and two 

OMAHA — He’s ‘one for one’ 
at State. The first time Wolfpack 
wrestler Landyn Veik makes 
it to the NSAA State Wrestling 
Tournament, he comes home 
with a medal.

Competing in six matches 
over three days, the junior 
claimed the sixth place medal 
in the Class D 165-pound weight 
class. Having reached the quar-
terfinal round on Thursday, 
Veik won twice on Friday, then 
suffered back-to-back losses on 
Saturday to end his run in Oma-
ha. Veik’s biggest moment came 
in Consolation Round #3.

Having won earlier in the 
day, Friday night’s match be-
came the round where if Veik 
wins he will earn a medal; if he 
loses his season is over.

Across from him is Francis 
Pieper, a standout sophomore 
with a 44-5 record from North 
Platte St. Pat’s.  Veik has twice 
as many season losses (29-11) as 
Pieper coming into the match. 
What ensues over the next sev-
en minutes of match time, will 
be one of best matches of the 
tournament.

Pieper went ahead early 
with a takedown, then there’s 
a scoreless second period. Veik 
records a takedown and a rever-
sal, Pieper gets a reversal. With 
the score tied at 5-all, they head 
to overtime. Veik said overtime 
was pressure packed. Only 
once, in his freshman year, had 
he been in such a situation. 
“That’s the best I’ve wrestled,” 
he said about the match. “I 
needed to do something and I 
made a move (to set up the pin).” 

Only seconds remained on 
the clock when Veik suddenly 
got Pieper on his back to win 
the match. Veik got on top and 
he locked in Pieper’s head, arm 
and leg into a perfect cradle. 

According to wrestling fans 
in the know, it’s a really brave, 
gutsy move because it you don’t 

lock tight you can get stuck un-
derneath. Veik then gained the 
necessary leg position to throw 
Pieper over into a pin. It was a 
perfect move, executed at just 
the right time in the match to 
secure the victory. “There was 
a lot of emotion,” he said about 
the moments that ensued, jump-
ing into his father’s arms.

By virtue of the victory, Veik 
wrestled twice on Saturday. 
Veik ended the season with a 
30-11 record (3-3 at state) and 
in proud possession of a sixth 
place medal. Veik’s wins at state 
were over Gage Jensen (Ran-
dolph),  Cooper Walker (Mullen) 
and Pieper. His losses were to 
Rowan Jarosik (Sandy Creek), 
Josh Mace (Archbishop Bergan) 
and Keegan Poppe (Wisner-Pilg-

three free throws and Taylen 
Stark added a two-point basket 
for the final margin of victory.

Kurpgeweit led the team in 
points (12) and rebounds (11) for 
a double-double. Also in double 
figures were Martinsen (11), 
Furstenau (10) and Heithoff (10).

The Cougars, by virtue of the 
victory, advanced to the cham-
pionship game Thursday night 
which they lost to unbeaten Elk-
horn Valley. The Wolfpack end 
the season with an 18-5 record.

The Cougars outrebounded 
the Wolfpack 57 to 28.

“We struggled to get things 
going for most of the night,” 
Coach Randy Eisenhauer said 
about the loss. “We struggled to 
shoot the ball and had opportu-
nities in the second half to claw 
ourself back in the game. Little 
things were a big factor I told 
the girls after the game. Giv-
ing up 26 offensive rebounds is 
tough when you want to beat a 
team but our girls battled.” 

Playing their final game 
for the Wolfpack were seniors 
Trissa Russell, Heithoff and 
Furstenau.

N-V 56, EPPJ 44
Cougars…………17  16  7  16  — 56
Wolfpack…………10  9  14 11 — 44 
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
0-4 1-2 1, Kinley Drueke 0-1 0-0 0, 
Elizabeth Moser 0-0 0-0 0, Trissa 
Russell 0-2 0-0 0, Braelyn Martin-
sen 1-12 8-16 11, Callie Heithoff 
4-15 0-0 10, Molly Thiessen 0-0 
0-0 0, Kate Furstenau 4-13 0-0 10, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 4-6 4-5 12, Dan-
nyka Smidt 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 
13-53 13-23 44. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 5-28 (Furstenau 2, 
Heithoff 2, Martinsen 1). Cougars 
team totals: 20-58 10-15 55. Three-
point shots — Cougars 5-22.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 28 (Mady Kurpgeweit 11), 
Cougars 57. Assists — Wolfpack 8 
(Furstenau 4, Kurpgeweit 4), Cou-
gars 6. Steals — Wolfpack 22 (Mar-
tinsen 7), Cougars 13. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 19, Cougars 26.

Lady Cougars ‘rebound’ past Wolfpack

Evans, Veik come home with state medals
Libby takes fourth; Landyn gets sixth at state wrestling tournaments last week

er).
Results are as follows:
165 — Champ. Round 1 - 

Landyn Veik (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 30-13 won by fall 
over Gage Jensen (Randolph) 
46-8 (Fall 5:08); Quarterfinal - 
Rowan Jarosik (Sandy Creek) 
42-1 won by tech fall over Veik 
(TF-1.5 2:20 (15-0)); Cons. Round 
2 - Veik won by major decision 
over Cooper Walker (Mullen) 
35-17 (MD 11-0); Cons. Round 
3 - Veik won by fall over Francis 
Pieper (North Platte St. Pat`s) 
44-6 (Fall 6:54); Cons. Semi - 
Josh Mace (Archbishop Bergan) 
46-9 won by tech fall over Veik 
(TF-1.5 4:26 (17-1)); 5th Place 
Match - Keegan Poppe (Wis-
ner-Pilger) 44-9 won by major 
decision over Veik (MD 10-0)

losses.
This year, she returned to 

Omaha as one of the state’s best 
and she showed it on the mats, 
posting four wins and just two 
losses. She becomes EPPJ’s first 
two-time girls state qualifier; 
and the first Wolfpack girls 
wrestler to earn a state medal.

Wolfpack individual results 
were:

• 190 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Libby Evans (Elgin Public/
Pope John Girls) 31-7 won by 
fall over Lainey Abell (Cen-
tennial Girls) 26-12 (Fall 2:47); 
Quarterfinal - Addison Arvdal 
(Sutherland Girls) 42-0 won 
by fall over Evans (Fall 1:13); 
Cons. Round 2 - Evans won by 
decision over Hayden Marks 
(Bridgeport Girls) 38-9 (Dec 
5-2); Cons. Round 3 - Evans won 
by fall over Skylar Johnson 
(Paxton Girls) 34-13 (Fall 3:12); 
Cons. Semi - Evans won by deci-
sion over Leslie Garcia (Grand 
Island Central Catholic Girls) 
16-6 (Dec 8-1); 3rd Place Match 
- Annabelle Poppe (Crofton/
Bloomfield Girls) 28-5 won by 
fall over Evans (Fall 2:36)

Pressure like this applied by Callie Heithoff and Kayton Zwingman result-
ed in 26 turnovers by the Lady Cougars.

E-R photo/DMorgan

In the consolation semi-finals, Libby Evans defeated GICC’s Leslie Garcia 
eight to one.

Libby Evans was emotional as she dropped to the mat having realizing her goal of becoming a medalist at the 
NSAA Girls State Wrestling Tournament had arrived. 

The look of a winner - Landyn Veik after pinning St. Pat’s Francis Pieper.

Mullen’s Cooper Walker had no chance against Landyn Veik as the EPPJ wrestler controlled the match from the 
start, winning 11 to 0.


