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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-
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Board of Commissioners
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Knights of Columbus Free
Throw contest held Sunday
See page 6

Wheeler Central students
lend voices to festival choir
See page 7

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Feb 15	 66	 26	 .00
Feb 16	 67	 36	 .00
Feb 17	 73	 35	 .00
Feb 18	 54	 13	 .00
Feb 19	 21	 05	 .25
Feb 20	 32	 05	 .00
Feb 21	 32	 03	 .00
Total for last week		  0.25
Total for February		  0.25 
Total precipitation 2026		  0.39

The high temperature last week 
was 73 degrees recorded on Tuesday, 
February 17. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 3 degrees recorded 
on Saturday, February 21. 

Altogether, 0.25 of an inch of precip-
itation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief
Elgin City 

Council to meet
Monday night

Meeting to begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Elgin City Council is scheduled 

to meet in regular session on Monday, 
March 2.

The meeting, scheduled to begin at 
7:30 p.m. will be held at city hall and 
is open to the public.

Among the items on the agenda 
will be to review the number of appli-
cations received to fill job positions.

Currently, the city is seeking life-
guards and other help to operated the 
Elgin Swimming Pool once it opens 
for the season.

Also, city hall is taking applica-
tions to fill the position of city main-
tenance worker. An opening was 
created when Donnie Poulsen, Jr., 
announced plans to retire later this 
year.

The City of Elgin is launching a community-wide 
Housing Survey and encourages residents, employ-
ers, property owners, and community members to 
participate.

Housing plays a critical role in the future of the 
community. Whether it’s supporting local business-
es, attracting new families, or retaining young pro-
fessionals, the availability and condition of housing 
directly impacts long-term growth and sustainability 
in Elgin.

The purpose of the survey is to gather accurate, 
up-to-date information about local housing needs. 
The survey will help identify the types of housing 
needed, attainable price ranges, challenges residents 
face, and opportunities for improvement or develop-
ment.

Why does this matter? Many state and federal 
grant programs require documented community 

Elgin community housing survey launches
to support future growth and opportunity

need before funding can be awarded. Without clear, 
current data, communities often struggle to compete 
for valuable resources. Participation in the housing 
survey helps position Elgin for future funding oppor-
tunities that support:

• Workforce housing development
• Owner-occupied housing rehabilitation
• Downtown and neighborhood revitalization
• Infrastructure improvements that support new 

housing
• Economic development initiatives tied to housing 

growth
In Nebraska, programs such as the Nebraska 

Affordable Housing Trust Fund, Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) programs, workforce 
housing funds, and other state-administered initia-
tives often require demonstrated need, local input, 
and documented housing gaps. The survey helps 

build that foundation.
The survey is not a commitment to any specific 

project. It serves as a planning tool to help communi-
ty leaders:

• Identify priorities
• Strengthen future grant applications
• Provide evidence when pursuing funding
• Make informed decisions about development
When paired with insights from last year’s LB840 

community survey, this information will help align 
housing priorities with Elgin’s broader economic 
development goals.

The survey will be available online, and paper cop-
ies may be picked up at the City Hall office beginning 
March 2. 

Completed paper surveys should also be returned 
to the City Hall office. The deadline to complete the 
survey is March 25, 2026

Elgin Public-Pope John dance team showed off their many talents Friday, competing in the State Dance Championships held in Grand Island. They competed in Pom and Hip-Hop 
events and, although not placing in either event, they represented their school and community to the highest standards. The team did receive an academic excellence award for their 
work in the classroom. Dance team members competing were (l-r): Sophia Burke, Braelyn Martinsen, Molly Thiessen, Kayton Zwingman, Jael Lammers, Sadie Thiessen, Gentry Zwing-
man, Sydney Niewohner, Kynlee Tillis and Kierstyn Eisenhauer.

Courtesy photo

Wolfpack dance team all smiles at state competition Friday in G.I.

A 19-year-old Sioux City, Iowa, woman facing a Class IV felony, appeared be-
fore the Honorable Kale Burdick, Feb. 18, in Antelope County Court.

Ivy J. Romo was advised of a demand for extradition made by the State of Ne-
braska. 

She waived extradition and agreed to voluntarily return to Nebraska.
Romo’s council, Martin Klein of Neligh, requested a March 12 preliminary 

hearing. Antelope County Attorney Joe Smith did not object.
Burdick conducted a bond hearing. Smith requested $10,000-10% be set, with 

conditions that Romo not use alcohol or controlled substances and comply with 
probation in Iowa.

Burdick also ordered Romo to sign a waiver of extradition as part of the bond 
conditions.

Romo faces one count of possession of a controlled substance, stemming from 
a Dec. 12 incident when she was arrested, after Antelope County law enforce-
ment officials received a report of a reckless driver. Deputy Riley Schroeder was 
dispatched to Casey’s General Store, where he observed a vehicle matching a 
description.

While Schroeder spoke with the vehicle’s driver, identified as Hannah M. 
Thomas, of Sioux City, Iowa, the deputy observed two passengers in the vehicle 
and detected the smell of marijuana.

Schroeder asked the occupants to exit the vehicle due to probable cause of 
marijuana in the vehicle. Thomas indicated she did not know about it, but one of 
the passenger’s, Ivy Romo, “said she had a roach on her.” Romo was identified to 
be Thomas’s daughter.

The passenger in the back seat was identified as Anthony Hayes.
The occupants exited the vehicle, and law enforcement officers began a search, 

where they found an open bottle of Fireball, an open Four-Loko alcoholic drink, a 
THC/weed vape, and a syringe in the pocket of the passenger seat on the back-
side.

According to the probable cause affidavit, the syringe was tested using a drug 
test kit and tested positive for fentanyl.

Thomas and Romo had recently been charged for possession of methamphet-
amine in Sioux City.

All three suspects were arrested and transported to the Antelope County Sher-
iff’s Office for questioning.

Thomas and Romo denied possession of the fentanyl. Romo “claimed it was 
from someone they gave a ride to previously.”

On Dec. 18, a $20,000 personal recognizance bond was set.
Romo was originally ordered to appear Jan. 7, but failed to appear, and a war-

rant was issued for her arrest.
Courtesy of SAM

Extradition granted for 
Iowa woman charged with 
felony fentanyl possession

It’s that time again when young-
sters start thinking about the sum-
mer ball season.

According to Kim Fangman, the 
date has been set for summer ball 
signup for both boys and girls teams. 
It will be Monday, March 2. 

The event will be held at the Elgin 
Public Library, starting at 4 p.m. and 
concluding at 7 p.m. Fangman said it’s 
possible there could be six boys teams 
and four girls teams this year. Also, 
girls 6U & 8U coaches are needed.

Summer ball
registration to be

held March 2
At the Elgin Public Library.

Wolfpack junior wrestler Libby Evans made it two in a row last week as she earned her 
second fourth place medal at the NSAA Girls State Wrestling Championships in Omaha. 
She won four of six matches, three by pin, at the state tournament. Congratulations!

E-R photo

Once again a state medalist!
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Barry DeKay

This past week, the Agriculture Committee heard two bills at a 
public hearing: LB1187 and LB1258. Both bills propose changes to 
the state’s livestock branding law. The Nebraska Livestock Brand 

Act requires cattle owners in the western 
two-thirds of the state to comply with manda-
tory brand inspections. These inspections are 
overseen by the Nebraska Brand Committee 
and are meant to safeguard against cattle 
theft.

Last year, the Agriculture Committee held 
an interim hearing to examine the Livestock 
Brand Act and the role and mission of the 
Brand Committee. At this hearing, the Ag-
riculture Committee learned that the Brand 
Committee has a declining cash fund balance. 
The closure of the Tyson Beef Plant in Lexing-
ton earlier this year is anticipated to substan-
tially reduce inspection fee revenues, requir-
ing additional drawdown on the agency’s cash 
fund and may potentially exhaust the fund in 
the near future.

My bill LB1187 would change certain inspection fees charged 
under the Livestock Brand Act. Today, the Brand Committee is au-

Branding bill subject of hearing

See DeKAY, Page 5 ▶
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Sixty Years Ago    	     March 3, 1966

A fire Saturday morning burned and totally destroyed a calving 
barn at the east Wolf ranch. All of the calving records were also 
burned but there was no death of livestock. The records were kept 
in an office in the building. 

Dr. W.W. Graham, 71, was seriously injured Wednesday last week 
when he fell down a basement stairway at the Leslie Anderson 
home northwest of here. Dr. Graham, Leonard Wagner, Roland 
Kinney, and Leslie Anderson were holding one of their weekly crib-
bage sessions when the mishap occurred. The accident happened 
around 9:30 p.m.

Elgin’s St. Boniface Knights successfully defended their 1965 
Dist. 10 Class D championship title here Thursday night by defeat-
ing Clearwater, 76-51. The Knights who were defeated last year in 
the opening round of the state Class D basketball tournament at 
Lincoln have now won three of five games necessary to return for 
their second state championship opportunity.

Orchard, Clearwater and Elgin High had easy opening round 
wins in the Sandhills Gateway Conference Frosh-Soph basketball 
tournament Monday night. The tourney is being held at the St. 
Boniface gym with semi-finals to be held Thursday night; run-
ner-up and championship finals Friday night. Orchard won over 
Ewing, 49-27; Clearwater smashed Page, 56-16, and Elgin High 
bested Meadow Grove, 59-30.

Former residents of this community, Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. 
Beckman of Norfolk, observed their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
in the K.C. Hall Sunday, Feb. 27. Dinner was served to 55 guests. 
The children were the hosts of relatives and friends of the couple.      

Fifty Years Ago 	   February 25, 1976

The Elgin High School will hold its Winter Festival this Satur-
day, Feb. 28. Crowning will take place at 8 p.m. unless there is a 
basketball game at Neligh. Should the latter be the case, the crown-
ing will be held at 10 p.m. A dance will follow in the high school 
assembly.

This week, members of the Elgin FFA Chapter joined with 
over 485,000 other FFA members in the United States to celebrate 
National FFA Week. The local chapter is sponsoring activities to 
support the theme, “A Future for America.”

Mrs. Joyce Schmitt, Elgin Heart Fund chairman, announced 
this week that the Goldenrod 4-H Club has consented to conduct 
the Elgin house-to-house fund drive this Saturday, Feb. 28. 

The regional Knights of Columbus free-throw contest was held 
Sunday, Feb. 22 at O’Neill with contestants from three districts 
participating. Winners from the regional tournament will partic-
ipate in the state tournament which will be held at a later date at 
Loup City.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Zegers are parents of a 9 pound 4 ounce daugh-
ter, born Feb. 14, 1976 at the Tilden Community Hospital. She has 
been named Melissa Sue. Mrs. Zegers is the former Judy Starman.

Carl Kallhoff lost control of the car he was driving north on 
main street Saturday and the auto crashed into a power line pole 
near the Dukes Moore residence. The accident, which happened 
around 9 a.m., followed a mini-blizzard Friday night and had left 
the streets icy.             

Thirty Years Ago 	 February 28, 1996

The Pope John Central Catholic Sweetheart King and Queen 
were David Sehi and Natalie Evans. Their other attendants were 
Krisandra Klabenes, Monica Meis, Tanya Starman, Mike Ahlers, 
Tim Klein, and Matt Burbach.

A poll conducted recently by the Wheeler County Board of 
Commissioners showed that a majority of the registered voters 
and property owners who responded are not in favor of pursuing 
zoning. 

Elgin area temperatures were mild for most of the past week, but 
a cold front moved into the area Monday, Feb. 26, bringing cooler 
temperatures. A one-inch snowfall was recorded overnight Feb. 26-
27. The high was 63 degrees and the low was 10 degrees.

Sunset Lanes in Elgin was reopened Monday, Feb. 26, by owners 
Pete and Mary McGee. Renovation work has been underway on 
the 5,500-square-foot main floor since the McGees finalized their 
purchase of the business on Nov. 30, 1995.

Two quarter sections of land, located six miles north and 1/2 
mile east of Elgin, sold at an auction Tuesday afternoon, Feb. 27. 
John Kerkman of Oakdale was the successful bidder at $670 per 
acre on the 320 acres of pivot irrigated sand ground. The land was 
sold by Bill and Myla Anderson. 

Twenty Years Ago 	 February 22, 2006

Elgin experienced its coldest week of the winter season so far 
last week, with low temperatures reaching minus 10 degrees or 
lower on three consecutive days. The area received about two inch-
es of snow from flurries on Feb. 16 and 17.

Finding fulfillment outside of work
Our Lenten journey – our 

journey into the desert with 
Jesus – has begun.

So far, 
God keeps 
telling me 
that this 
journey 
will entail 
suffering, 
that it 
will lead 
to the 
Cross. But 
honestly, 
just one 
week into 
Lent, life 
has been 
anything 
but a dry, 
barren 

desert. Instead He has given me 
consolations and delights, even 
material gifts.

So much good news since Ash 
Wednesday: a good cancer scan 
for my sister; a doctor appoint-
ment set for this week for anoth-
er relative, after we were told 
it might take months to get in; 
notification of a full-ride college 
scholarship for our youngest 
child; a much-needed vehicle 
provided for our family.

After being marked with 
ashes, I was prepared to fight 
and persevere. Instead, God is 
giving me joy.

In prayer, though, He’s pre-
paring me for Good Friday. In 
the desert, I see storms on the 
horizon.

Though my sister with cancer 
has been doing remarkably 
well, I wonder: How long can 
the good news last? When will 
her suffering begin in earnest? 
How much time do I have left 
with her?

A different loved one, who is 
struggling with neurological 
problems, possibly from alcohol 
abuse, is starting to get the help 
he needs. 

But what will it take to turn 
his life around, to end an addic-
tion that will kill him if it’s not 
stopped?

Such dark clouds loom in ev-
eryone’s life. Some of us are in 
the middle of storms right now.

We cannot escape the Cross.
But Christ promises He is 

here with us. He won’t abandon 
us. 

During this Lenten journey, 
Jesus prepares us for our cross-
es. As our Guide and Teacher 
in the desert, He’s trying to 
instruct us in how to bear our 
crosses patiently, how to unite 
them with His Cross, how He 
can use our pain and sorrow to 
help us and to help others.

I read with wonder and con-
fusion how martyrs suffered so 
terribly –  but also with grace 
and even joy. 

They give me hope – and 
confidence – that God gives us 
all we need in the desert and on 

the Cross.
How else do we endure?
In the desert, during Lent, 

Jesus shows us how. He is the 
Way.

Trust Him. Follow Him. 
He knows what’s best for us. 
He promises that our journey 
doesn’t end at the Cross.

*****
Comments are welcome and 

can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com. 

Faith

Elgin Columnist
Susan Szalewski

An assault case involving 
Dillan Knapp, 24, of Lincoln, 
will be continued to March 
26. 

The charges are the result 
of an incident alleged to have 
occurred on or about June 
29, leading to Knapp’s arrest. 

He faces one count of 
assault-cause bodily injury, 
a Class I misdemeanor.

Defense council Michael 
C. Moyer requested a contin-
uance in Antelope County 
Court, Feb. 18, asking for 
“additional time to review 
discovery and (council) is 
not yet prepared for pretrial 
or trial.”

Moyer discussed the 
continuance with Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Smith, 
who did not object.

The Honorable Kale Bur-
dick granted the motion and 
ordered Knapp to appear 
March 26 for a preliminary 
hearing. 

A new trial date was not 
established.

Bond, set at $4,000-10%, 
remains in effect.

Courtesy of SAM

Continuance
granted in

assault case

It Pays to 
Advertise!
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
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Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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Editor’s note: Opinions expressed here  
are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

Mentoring programs are a great 
thing.

They help kids – mostly kids in sin-
gle-parent families – gain confidence, 
and learn leadership and life skills 
from adults.

I’ve seen first-hand how beneficial 
they are, first as a “big brother” in the 
Big Brothers-Big Sisters program, and 
then as a participant in the TeamMates 
Mentoring program.

My “little brother” was the first 
in his family to graduate from high 
school (imagine that!) and my Team-
Mate graduated from high school 
despite problems with attendance and 

discipline.
But I gotta say, 

when I read a 
recent story from 
the Flatwater Free 
Press about how 
much money the 
TeamMates pro-
gram was getting 
via a state literacy 
program, I was 
more than a bit 
surprised.

The nonprofit 
news site and its 
reporter, Sara 
Gentzler, reported 

that during the first three years of 
Gov. Pillen’s administration, Team-
Mates received $11.6 million in state 
taxpayer funds. That amounted to 
about 80% of the money granted out 
via the “READ Nebraska” program, 
which seeks to “expand mentorships 
throughout the state of Nebraska to 
improve the reading levels of elementa-
ry students.”

Since I no longer chase state sena-
tors through the halls of the Legisla-
ture, I’ve got the time to volunteer at 
a Lincoln elementary school. Many 
kids need help with reading, there’s no 
doubt about that.

And, as stated above, mentoring pro-
grams like TeamMates and Big Broth-
ers-Big Sisters are great programs 
that accomplish great things. (Anyone 
with the time, who wants to help kids, 
should sign up.)

But I never imagined that my work 
as a TeamMate was designed to help 
my kid’s reading proficiency.

We played games in the school 
library, or shot baskets or played catch 
with a football in the school gym. And 
we talked about what was happening in 
his life, and what his goals might be in 
the future.

I don’t recall any specific work on 

my TeamMate’s reading skills, or a 
directive to do that.

As most of us know, TeamMates was 
founded by former Nebraska football 
coach Tom Osborne and his wife, 
Nancy. And we all know that Gov. Jim 
Pillen was a player for Osborne at NU. 
Pillen also served on the Board of Di-
rectors of TeamMates before becoming 
governor, and is a huge advocate for 
mentoring. 

So there’s an appearance that this 
cash outlay from the state shows 
favoritism by the governor to a mentor 
of his. A representative of Common 
Cause Nebraska, a state government 
watchdog, said as much. 

A spokeswoman for Pillen, as well 
as Coach Osborne, disputed that in 
the Flatwater story, pointing out that 
the READ grants are handed out on a 
per-capita (per-mentor match basis), 
and TeamMates has the largest num-
ber in the state.

To be sure, TeamMates was able 
to recruit about 2,400 new mentors 
to match with students over the past 
three years.

Much of the state funds received by 
TeamMates was spent on recruiting 
new mentors, and the costs of recruit-
ment events. So the money is expand-
ing mentoring. That’s a good thing.

But it’s worth noting that the sec-
ond-largest recipient of the money, Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters, used its state 
money, $851,000 over three years, on 
specific “literacy support program-
ming.” That sounds like an effort to 
improve reading skills. 

I want to be clear – mentoring pro-
grams are a great thing. They instill 
confidence in these kids, provide them 
with a friend and life guidance coach, 
and – it’s been shown – help increase 
graduation rates.

It’s also clear that reading proficien-
cy is dropping, and something needs to 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

be done. “Reading mentoring,” where 
someone works with a student three to 
four times a week, has been proven to 
work. 

If Nebraska wants to increase 
mentoring, then this READ Nebraska 
program is doing that.

But if the goal is improving reading 
proficiency, there has to be a better, 
more focused way to do that, other 
than playing “Scattergories” or “War” 
in the school library or shooting hoops 
in the gym.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. Prior to his retirement, he 
was senior contributor with the Nebras-
ka Examiner. 

He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

Drive across Nebraska on a clear 
evening and you’ll see why we call it 
“The Good Life.” 

Small towns where neighbors still 
wave. Safe communities where kids 
ride their bikes home at dusk. 

Main streets where people know 
your name and your word still means 
something. 

That kind of life doesn’t happen by 
accident. It exists because we respect 
the rule of law. 

We believe in fairness, and we take 
responsibility for our communities and 
for each other. 

Those same Nebraska values should 
guide our elections. 

In America, voting is how we de-
termine the direction of our nation. 
Every time Nebraskans step into a 
polling place — 
from Scottsbluff to 
Nebraska City — we 
are not just casting 
a ballot. We are 
choosing the direc-
tion of our schools, 
our businesses, our 
communities, and 
our country. 

The right to vote 
is sacred, and one 
that must be defend-
ed. 

A recent Gallup 
poll builds on this 
sentiment, finding 
that 80% of Ameri-
cans believe one should have to prove 
they are a U.S. citizen before voting. 
That overwhelming majority reinforc-
es what we all know to be true: Amer-
ican elections should be decided by 
American citizens. 

In Congress, I am proud to cospon-
sor commonsense legislation like the 
SAVE America Act, designed to protect 
and preserve that right. 

The SAVE America Act would re-
quire individuals to present an eligible 
photo ID before voting. 

It would require proof of citizen-
ship — in person — when registering 
to vote, and it would require states 
to remove non-citizens from existing 
voter rolls.  

These are not radical ideas, but com-
monsense safeguards that reflect what 
a majority of Americans believe should 
be standard practice. 

In Nebraska, we already understand 
this. You show ID to board a flight 
out of Scottsbluff or to enter a federal 
building. 

You need identification to open a 
bank account, buy certain products, or 
rent equipment. 

We don’t see those rules as burdens 
— we see them as responsible security 
measures. 

Why should voting, one of the most 
important acts in a democracy, require 
less? 

The Good Life is built on trust. 
Trust that our streets are safe. Trust 
that laws are enforced fairly. Trust 
that when election results are an-
nounced, they reflect the lawful will of 
the people. 

If we allow even the possibility that 
non-U.S. citizens could participate in 
deciding our leaders, we risk weaken-
ing that trust. 

Let me be clear: defending our 
nation’s election integrity is not about 
limiting anyone’s rights.  

Instead, it is about protecting the 
rights of American citizens while pre-
serving confidence in the system that 
sustains our republic. 

The Good Life depends on strong 
communities, clear rules, and equal 
application of the law. Protecting our 
elections through the SAVE America 
Act is one more way we uphold those 
values. 

The House passage of the SAVE 
America Act marks an important first 
step toward strengthening safeguards, 
improving accountability, and rein-
forcing public trust in our democratic 
process.  

At the end of the day, democracy 
only works when the rule of law does 
— and in Nebraska, we still believe in 
both.

Upholding
the rule of  law

Mentoring programs are great, but more 
focused effort needed to improve reading skills

Tax filing season is here, and 
Nebraska families are once again 
sorting through W-2s, logging into tax 
software, and bracing for the familiar 
anxiety of figuring out what they owe. 
It’s never a fun process — but this year, 
there’s genuinely good news: because of 
the Working Families Tax Cuts, which 
I voted for last summer, you will likely 
keep more money in your pocket than 
you did last year.

For years, Nebraska families have 
felt the squeeze. Groceries, gas, rent, 
and childcare all got more expensive, 

A less taxing season for Nebraskans
while paychecks struggled to keep up. 
The Working Families Tax Cuts are a 
direct response to that pressure.

So, what does the law actually do? At 
its core, it makes permanent the lower 
tax rates established in 2017, raises the 
standard deduction, and increases the 
Child Tax Credit. Without this legis-
lation, all those benefits would have 
expired — amounting to the largest tax 
increase in American history. By act-
ing, Congress blocked a $4 trillion tax 
hike and locked in savings that show 
up directly when you file your return.

For Nebraska specifically, the 
impact is substantial. The average 
Nebraska family will avoid a tax hike 
of more than $2,400 a year. More than 
868,000 Nebraska households will 
benefit from the expansion of the full 
standard deduction, which we made 
permanent through this law. We also 
increased the full Child Tax Credit 
to $2,200 per child, which will help 
more than 239,000 Nebraska families. 
Over 44,000 family-owned farms and 
business are protected from a sharp 
reduction in the estate tax exemption 
— often called the “death tax” — which 
could otherwise have forced families 
to sell land that’s been in their name 
for generations. And the law protects 
roughly 37,000 Nebraska jobs.

The law also includes new provi-
sions that are worth knowing about. 
Workers who earn tips or overtime pay 
will now owe no federal income tax on 
that income. 

Seniors receive an additional de-
duction as well. This relief is real and 
meaningful.

One provision I’m especially proud 
of: the bill made permanent my Paid 

Family and Medical Leave Tax Credit 
— the first federal policy of its kind in 
the country, which I originally estab-
lished in 2017. This credit encourages 
employers of all sizes to voluntarily 
offer paid leave to 
workers welcom-
ing a newborn or 
caring for an aging 
parent, rather 
than through 
a government 
mandate. Making 
it permanent gives 
employers the 
long-term certain-
ty they need to 
support employ-
ees as they care 
for their families 
without sacrificing 
their job or pay-
check.

Tax season will never be anyone’s fa-
vorite time of year. But this year, filing 
your return may bring a bit of welcome 
relief. That’s something worth know-
ing as you sit down with your paper-
work this season.

By Val Ankeny, senior policy associate, Center for Rural Affairs
A U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program is helping producers turn 

raw commodities into value-added products, allowing more of the income to 
remain in rural communities.

The Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program, administered by USDA 
Rural Development, supports agricultural producers, as well as farmer and 

Value-added producer grants help 
producers grow their bottom line

Guest column
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Editor’s note: This week marks the second installment of a 
new series tied to our nation’s 250th birthday in July 2026. 

As time draws near to Celebrate 250 years of Independence, 
it seems appropriate to review the Declaration of Independence 
and to explore the background of those who created and signed 
the most important document in our country’s history. It is writ-
ten by Caroline Epp of Giltner, Nebraska.

*****
After graduating from Yale in 1737, Philip Livingston be-

came a successful businessman in New York City and served 
as a city alderman. He was elected to the state House of Rep-
resentatives, becoming its speaker, actively participated in 
events leading to the Revolution, sent as a delegate to the First 
Continental Congress in 1774, and two years later signed the 
Declaration of Independence. During the Revolution, he served 
in the state legislature, was a prominent leader in business 
and educational societies, but sadly, dying in 1778 while attend-
ing the Continental Congress before freedom was realized.

Phillip came from an exceptionally privileged family, one of 
the most influential colonial families in New York with British 
approval. But the Livingston family, willing to sacrifice their 
position, became leaders in founding the US.

• Philip’s brother William, a member of the Continental 
Congress before July 1776; was an army general and wartime 
Governor of New Jersey

• A cousin, Edward Livingston was a student until 1781 of 
John Witherspoon, a strong biblical administrator at Prince-
ton, then became a lawyer and member of the U.S. House from 
New York, moved to New Orleans and from there served in 
the U.S. House, the U.S. Senate and was on Andrew Jackson’s 
cabinet

• An older brother to Edward, Robert Livingston, was on the 
committee drafting the Declaration of Independence, though 
called away before signing. Robert served as the chief exec-
utive of New York under the Articles of Confederation and 
administered the oath of office to President George Washing-
ton in 1789.

• Walter Livingston, a nephew to Philip, was a member of the 
New York assembly in the 1770’s and 80’s and the Continental 
Congress under the Articles of Confederation

• Philip Livingston had another nephew, Rev. John Living-
ston who was a pastor, theologian and President of Rutgers 
University

It was said the family line was traced back to Alfred the 
Great. Many founders had to make choices of great conse-
quences. Philip Livingston could have supported the British to 
protect his wealth and pleasant life. Pastors were pointing the 
way to biblical principles for true freedom as a country, which, 
I’m sure his grandfather, who had been a pastor in Scotland, 
emigrating to Netherlands due to persecution, had influenced 
his life. Though Livingston hesitated, knowing disorder would 
come, chose principles over wealth and liberty over security. 

Despite failing health, confiscated land and displaced fam-
ily, he pushed on as a leader, even dying when away from his 
family before true freedom arrived. He had such burning de-
sire to see this country free from tyranny. His example should 
challenge each  to consider if we are sacrificing enough for 
this God-ordained country on behalf of our descendants and 
the world. Do we allow principles to triumph over comfort? 
Are we willing to work at putting God back into our society; 
the principles upon which this great nation was founded? The 
“American Revolution was not just a military conflict but a 
complete reimagining of governance requiring the talents of 
merchants, lawyers, diplomats, and administrators.” (Who 
Was Philip Livingston? A Brief Biography of a Declaration 
of Independence Signer, 6/19/25 Brian D. Colwell, Political 
Science)

The men who signed the
Declaration of  Independence

rancher cooperatives, that want to start or expand value-added 
activities. Producers can apply for up to $50,000 in planning grants 
or up to $200,000 in working capital grants. Applications are due 
April 22.

Funds can be used to pay for eligible post-harvest operational 
costs directly related to the processing and/or marketing of the 
product, such as turning fruit into jam, milk into cheese, or finish-
ing and processing beef cattle for direct-to-consumer sale.

Kyle and Morgan Lammers, owners of KL Beef Co. near Har-
tington, Nebraska, used a VAPG award to strengthen their di-
rect-to-customer beef business by improving shipping and invest-
ing in professional marketing. What started as a way to add income 
to their cattle operation has grown into a thriving business that 
connects customers directly to Nebraska-raised beef.

VAPG can help address a common challenge for small family 
operations: finding time and resources for anything beyond the 
daily work of the farm. Planning grants can be used for feasibility 
studies or business and marketing plans. Working capital grants 
can support processing, packaging, advertising, and certain inven-
tory or staffing costs.

The goal is simple: generate new products, open new markets, 
and increase producer income, while keeping more value in rural 
communities.

For more information and application assistance, contact your 
local USDA Rural Development office. A list of office locations can 
be found at rd.usda.gov.

 ◀ FROM Page 4
Grants

thorized by law to collect an inspection fee not to exceed $1.10 per 
head and charge for actual mileage of the inspector to travel to an 
inspection location. LB1187 would increase the maximum per head 
inspection fee from $1.10 to $1.50 and authorize the Brand Com-
mittee to collect a uniform travel surcharge of no greater than $30 
per stop. LB1258 by Senator Hansen seeks to eliminate mandatory 
brand inspections in favor of a statewide voluntary system. Specif-
ically, the bill would abolish the Brand Committee as a standalone 
agency. In its place, the divisions of Brand Registration, Brand In-
spection, and Livestock Theft Investigation would be created with-
in the Department of Agriculture and take over carrying out some 
of the duties of the Brand Committee. The bill would also eliminate 
the provisions of the Livestock Brand Act that provide for manda-
tory brand inspection upon certain movements and transfers of 
ownership of cattle. Instead, the Department of Agriculture would 
provide for voluntary brand inspection as proof of ownership upon 
request for a fee.

The public hearing on LB1187 and LB1258 was well attended 
and resulted in lengthy discussion by both the supporters and 
the opponents. The Brand Committee, Independent Cattlemen of 
Nebraska, Nebraska Cattlemen, and other farm advocacy organi-
zations expressed support for more brand inspection fee authority 
to ensure the Brand Committee remains solvent and opposed the 
adoption of a statewide voluntary brand system. Meanwhile, the 
Nebraska Beef Producers, an organization consisting of a number 
of livestock feeders in the state, expressed opposition to expand-
ing fee authority for mandatory brand inspection and argued that 
LB1258 represents a way to modernize brand inspection and treat 
all cattlemen the same across the state.

Thursday, February 19 marked the deadline for senators and 
committees to designate their priority bills this year. Senator Dorn 
prioritized my bill LB1187 to address brand inspection fees. LB1258 
by Senator Hansen was not prioritized, meaning this bill is unlike-
ly to be debated this year unless efforts are made to amend this 
legislation into another bill on the floor. 

I invite you to let me know your thoughts or concerns. My 
Capitol office telephone number is (402) 471-2801 while my email is 
bdekay@leg.ne.gov. 

 ◀ FROM Page 2
DeKay



Page 6 Wednesday, February 25, 2026

The Pope John speech team 
had an incredible day today 
competing at Burwell on Satur-
day, February 14.

According to speech coach 
Amy Klein, everyone competed 
in the varsity competition.

The OID of Aiden Klein, 
Camry Kittelson, Tessa Barlow, 
Brooke Kinney and Matthew 
Kerkman were meet champions, 
bringing home the gold! 

Earning third place in seri-
ous prose was Raaf Klein. 

Also medaling in serious 
prose was Reese Stuhr, taking 
fourth. 

Kinley Drueke brought home 
fourth place in humorous prose 
while Jovie Borer medaled at 
sixth place in POI and Lillian 
Moser brought home the sixth 
place medal in poetry. 

Receiving superior ratings 
were: in duet, Aiden Klein and 
Brooke Kinney; also in duet 
Matthew Kerkman and Chris-
tian Preister; and Harlie T. in 
both poetry and informative.

PJCC speech team excels at Burwell meet

Elgin’s finest free throw 
shooters competed Sunday 
afternoon at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Free Throw Contest.

Held at St. Boniface Audito-
rium, Elgin youth were ripping 
the nets in competition to see 
who would advance to the next 
level of the statewide competi-
tion.

Winners in the girls division 
were:

9 (years old) — Hayley Selting
10 — No contestants
11 — Kinley Selting
12 — No contestants
13 — Tenley Schindler
14 — Chloe Kielty
Boys division winners were:
9 — Judd Schindler
10 — Cole Niewohner
11 — Mark Schindler
12 — Reid Kielty
13 — No contestants
14 — No contestants

Boys free throw winners (l to r) were Judd Schindler, Cole Niewohner, 
Mark Schindler and Reid Kielty.

Girls free throw winners Sunday were (l to r) were Hayley Selting, Kinley 
Selting, Tenley Schindler and Chloe Kielty.

E-R photos/DMorgan

Boys, girls
free throw

contest held
Sunday

Raaf Klein placed third and Reese Stuhr took fourth in serious prose at the 
Burwell speech meet.

Taking sixth in poetry was Lillian 
Moser.

It Pays to 
Advertise!
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Monday, March 2: Polish 
dogs & kraut, hashbrowns, 
baked beans, tropical fruit, 
milk.

Tuesday, March 3: Corn 
chowder, roast beef sandwich, 
carrots/celery, cheese/crack-
ers, cottage cheese, pineapple, 
milk.

Wednesday, March 4: 
Fried chicken, mashed pota-

toes & gravy, candied carrots, 
apple cake, bread & butter, 
milk.

Thursday, March 5: Chili 
cheese dogs, french fries, corn, 
fruit cocktail, milk.

Friday, March 6: Tuna & 
noodle casserole, peas, lettuce 
salad, apricots, bread & butter, 
milk.

Elgin Community Center menus

Ten Wheeler Central 5th and 
6th graders attended the ‘Sing 
Around Nebraska-Festival 
Choir’ at Kearney High School 
on Saturday, February 14.  

They were Braxton Senn, 
Camara Armknecht, Adynn 
Smith, Huxley Kleeb, Jaycee 
Wagner, Cort Freouf, Easton 
Kasselder, Aden Swick, Warren 
Sallach and Darren Reich.  

Approximately 260 students 
participated in the Kearney 
Festival. They hailed from 
Adams Central Elementary, 
Amherst Public School, Ansel-
mo Public Schools, Barr Middle 
School, Broken Bow Middle 
School, Bryant Elementary, 
Buffalo Hills Elementary, Cen-
tral Elementary, Emerson Ele-
mentary , Engleman Elementa-
ry, Gates Elementary, Giltner 
Public Schools, Hastings 
Middle School, Horizon Middle 
School, Kenwood Elementary, 

Wheeler Central students attending ‘Sing Around Nebraska Festival Choir,’ 
Saturday, February 14 at Kearney High School. L-r. Braxton Senn, Camara-
derie Armknecht, Adynn Smith, Huxley Kleeb, Jaycee Wagner, Cory Freouf, 
Easton Kasselder, Aden Swick, Warren Sallach and Darren Reich.

Photo submitted

Litchfield Public Schools, Mead-
owlark Elementary, North Park 
Elementary, Northeast Elemen-
tary, Park Elementary, Pleas-
anton Public School, Ravenna 
Public School, Sumner-Ed-
dyville-Miller School, Sunrise 
Middle School, Thayer Central  
Public School, Wheeler Central 
and Windy Hills Elementary.  

Erica Wieseler, who is cur-
rently a General Music and 
Junior High Choir Teacher 
in Gothenburg, was the guest 
clinician.  The pianist was 
Marilyn Musik who presently 
works at UNK as a collaborative 
pianist and lecturer in organ 
and is an organist at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Kearney.  

Songs performed at the 
evening performances were 
Risseldy Rosseldy; Blake Richter, 
Three Quotes; Andrea Ramsey, 
Ad Astra ( To the Stars); Jacob 
Narverud, Fly Away Home;  
Pinkzebra and Storm; James M. 
Desjardins.  

Students gave two concerts, 
one at 4 p.m. and one at 4:30 p.m. 
due to the high amount of peo-
ple attending. Over 1,100 tickets 
were sold. 

Bartlett News

Wolfpack letter winners during the 2025 season were (front row, l-r): Braelyn Martinsen, Brooke Kinney, Gentry 
Zwingman, Mady Kurpgeweit, Elizabeth Moser and Tessa Barlow. Back row: Jael Lammers, Lillian Moser, Kayton 
Zwingman, Camry Kittelson and Sophia Burke. Not pictured: Aubrie Parks.

Wolfpack awards, voted on by the players, were presented to (front row, 
l-r): Brooke Kinney, Gentry Zwingman, Mady Kurpgeweit, Camry Kittelson 
and Elizabeth Moser. Middle row: Braelyn Martinsen, Lillian Moser, Sophia 
Burke and Libby Evans. Back row: Jael Lammers, Sydney Niewohner and 
Macy Rokahr.

E-R photos/DMorgan

The 2025 Wolfpack volleyball 
season was celebrated Sun-
day night with end of season 
awards.

Players and parents joined 
together to share the success 
of the 2025 season where the 
Wolfpack finished 21-11, reach-
ing the district final - one step 
away from the state volleyball 
tournament. 

Overseeing awards night 
were Wolfpack coaches Jordynn 
Luettel, Sandi Henn and Jill 
McNally.

Twelve players were awarded 
varsity letters during the pro-
gram held in the EPS gymnasi-
um.

Earning letters were Tessa 
Barlow, Camry Kittelson, Gen-
try Zwingman, Brooke Kinney, 
Kayton Zwingman, Braelyn 

End of season
volleyball 

awards
handed out

Sunday night

Martinsen, Mady Kurpgeweit, 
Jael Lammers, Lillian Moser, 
Sophia Burke, Elizabeth Moser 
and Aubrie Parks.

Wolfpack awards were hand-
ed out. Among them were:

Most Valuable Player — 
Braelyn Martinsen (V), Eliz-

abeth Moser (JV) and Sydney 
Niewohner (C)

Wolfpack — Camry Kittelson 
(V), Elizabeth Moser (JV) and 
Libby Evans (C)

Hustle — Brooke Kinney & 
Gentry Zwingman (V), Sophia 
Burke (JV) and Libby Evans (C)

Defense — Gentry Zwingman 
and Braelyn Martinsen (V), 

Sophia Burke (JV) and Libby 
Evans (C)

Offense — Braelyn Martin-
sen (V), Jael Lammers and 
Lillian Moser (JV) and Sydney 
Niewohner (C)

Most Improved — Jael Lam-
mers and Mady Kurpgeweit (V), 
Sophia Burke (JV) and Macy 
Rokahr (C)

Read the Public Notices!
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF MARCH MEETINGS 
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OBITUARIES
Mary Elizabeth Rotert Koch, 85

Passed away February 13, 2026
Born in Elgin in 1940, she was married for 
63 years to Gail Koch of Petersburg. They 
were trailblazers in everything they did.

Marilyn 
Elizabeth 
Rotert Koch, 
85, of Spo-

kane, WA, passed away in her 
home on February 13, 2026, in 
the presence of loved ones.

Marilyn was born in Elgin, 
NE in 1940 to Josephine Schin-
dler and Anton Rotert.  She 
married Gail Koch of Peters-
burg in 1959, who died from a 
sudden heart attack in 2022, 
after 63 years of marriage.  
She bore five children:  Rick 
Figone, Tony Koch, Lori Koch 
DeVilbiss, Mary Jo Navarra, 
and Sara Koch.  She has five  
beautiful grandchildren, a great 
grandchild, with another on the 
way in March in Japan. 

She and Gail raised four of 
her children in Norfolk, NE 
where she was the proprietor 
of several small businesses, 
including Marilyn’s Place Day-
care Center, as well as Paulyn’s 
Dance Studio.  She and Gail 
were heavily involved in the 
Catholic Church, where they 
served on Parish Council (as 
the first ever couple to hold the 
position jointly), School Board, 
and the Lead Team Couple in 
Marriage Encounter for all of 
Northeast Nebraska--one time 
even braving a blizzard in a 
small prop plane in order to 
make it to the weekend retreat 
on time!  

Marilyn and Gail were true 
trailblazers wherever they 
went.  The dance studio they 
co-founded put on Norfolk’s 
first ever production of The 
Nutcracker in 1984, a herculean 
undertaking, borrowing retired 
costumes from Omaha Ballet’s 
costume department for the af-
fair, as well as learning how to 
make it snow during the Snow 
Queen scene.  She even attended 
night school at local communi-
ty colleges in the two decades 
she was raising her children, 
graduating with her Master’s 
Degree in Social Work at The 
University of Nebraska at Oma-
ha the same day her youngest 
child graduated high school in 
1990.  She and Gail then moved 
to Anchorage, Alaska, where 
she worked tirelessly with 
homeless women and children 
in the shelter system.  In 1995, 
they returned to the lower 48 
in North Idaho, to help care for 
their newly born grandchild 
for the next several years.  She 
and Gail also became Bronze 
Ambassadors in the Reliv In-
ternational nutrition company 
during this time.  

Marilyn was an avid hospice 
volunteer throughout her life, 
bringing The Holy Sacrament 
and Meals on Wheels to the sick 

in their homes/hospital, drag-
ging her often reluctant and 
petulant small children behind 
her to teach them a lifelong core 
value: that serving people is 
more important than all else.  

Much to their children’s 
dismay, their car was often the 
last one standing in the church 
parking lot after church every 
Sunday, their children dutiful-
ly melting in the summer heat 
waiting to go home already.  In 
the end, following the church’s 
sex abuse scandals, she ada-
mantly transitioned to attend-
ing St. Clare’s Ecumenical 
Catholic Church in Spokane, 
WA, in the last years of her life.  
In 2024, she was diagnosed with 
Cerebral Amyloid Angiopa-
thy (CAA), a form of dementia. 

Marilyn is preceded in death 
by her parents, Josephine and 
Anton Rotert, her husband Gail 
Koch, and by 4 of her 5 sib-
lings—Moe Rotert, Bill Rotert, 
Jerry Rotert, and Joyce McK-
enna.  She is survived by her 
sister Cheryl O’Neill, and her 5 
aforementioned children/multi-
ple offspring.

Marilyn was a beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, friend, team lead-
er, caretaker, master pie baker, 
and teacher of how to make the 
world’s best apple butter.  (Se-
cret:  slow roasted in the oven 
for 24 hours on low, waking up 
in the night every two hours to 
stir it, “otherwise, forget it”.)  
She and Gail were known for 
throwing the most wonderful 
meals for family and friends, 
the best love language of them 
all.  Known for her outlandish 
red hats and matching Norwe-
gian boots, she was an icono-
clast who knew how to have fun 
and enjoy life, who did not shy 
away from telling it like it is.  
She was nothing if not com-
mitted to excellence, advocacy 
of those living in the margins, 
and most of all, putting people 
before comfort.  Upon reflection 
of her imminent death, after a 
lifetime of exploration on how 
to more fully truly love people, 
(having read alllll the books 
and developing a raging case 
of Seminar-itis), she died with 
the conclusion that people who 
know how to truly love another 
human being, are as rare as 
they come….and well worth the 
effort.  As she would always 
sing to her children bickering 
in the back seat of the station 
wagon:  “Love One Anotherrr-
rr.”

Memorial Donations can be 
sent to:

St. Clare’s ECC
PO Box 9686 
Spokane, WA  99209

The Elgin Review  •  February 18, 2026

NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF MARCH, 2026
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska will 
hold meetings in the County Com-

missioner’s meeting room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex, Neligh, Nebraska on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 

March 3, 2026 at 9:00 AM
March 10, 2026 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept continu-
ously current, is available for public 

inspection at the Antelope County 
Clerk’s office and may be modified 
at such meeting to include items 
of an emergency nature pursuant 
to Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: February 25, 2026
ZNEZ

All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment of 

original charge(s).
Benjamin L Lancaster, Yank-

ton, SD 12/30/25 Speeding 80/67 
MPH, Fined $125.00 - Hartley.

Steve K Olson, Clearwater, 
NE 1/6/26 Speeding 70/65 MPH, 
Fined $50.00 - Detlefsen.

Nevaeh R Kurpgeweit, Nel-
igh, NE 1/12/26 No valid reg-
istration-car/pickup/stepvan, 
Fined $25.00 - Wiggins.

Bernadette Martinez, Auro-
ra, CO 10/24/25 Speeding 79/65 
MPH, Fined $125.00 - Barker.

Alma Marrufo Zubaran, Nel-
igh, NE 12/25/25 Disturbing the 
peace, Fined $100.00 - Miller.

Sean R Tyler, Norfolk, NE 
11/11/25 Drive under susp/
before reinstated-state, Fined 
$100.00/Speeding 77/65 MPH, 
Fined $125.00 - Ahrendt.

Sarah L Gwatney, Upland, 
CA 1/5/26 Speeding 85/65 MPH, 
Fined $200.00 - Hartley.

Austin D Bauer, Elgin, NE 
12/27/25 No valid registra-
tion-car/pickup/stepvan, Fined 
$25.00 - Johnson.

Jesse J Borer, Neligh, NE 
8/29/25 DUI-.15+ OR refusal 
(1 prior conviction), Sentence 

Court News
includes: Fine of $1,000.00/ Jail 
Sentence Term of  90 Days/
Revoked License Term of 18 
Months/Interlock Device/
Breath Test-Other of $100.00 - 
Robert E Moore.*

Scarlett A Pedersen, Omaha, 
NE 11/15/25 Drive under susp/
before reinstated-state, Fined 
$100.00/Operate or park unreg-
istered vehicle, Fined $25.00 
- Barker.*

Michael D Sheldon, Elgin, NE 
12/19/25 No proof of insurance, 
Fined $100.00 - Barker.

A 32-year-old Orchard 
man appeared in Antelope 
County Court, Feb. 18, for a 
preliminary hearing.

The Honorable Kale Bur-
dick heard a status report 
from county attorney Joe 
Smith in a case against Mi-
chael F. Doty, who faces one 
count of possession of a fire-
arm by a prohibited person, 
a Class IB felony, and two 
counts of terroristic threats, 
both Class IIIA felonies.

Doty’s attorney, Kaz Long, 
requested a continuance pri-
or to the court date, noting 
that the “defendant is negoti-
ating a resolution in county 
court hopefully.”

If an agreement isn’t 
reached by March 12, a 
preliminary hearing will be 
held at that time, according 
to Burdick.

Doty’s arrest stems from 
a July 29 911 call made by an 
Orchard resident, who re-
ported Doty possessed a fire-
arm between July 26 and 29 
and, during that time period, 
threatened two individuals 
with violence with the intent 
to terrorize another.

Doty allegedly left the 
residence after the emer-
gency call was placed. At 
the time, law enforcement 
officials issued a warrant for 
his arrest. He turned himself 
in to Antelope County law 
enforcement officers on Aug. 
5.

A condition placed on 
Doty’s bond was amended 
to allow him to leave the 
State of Nebraska. The bond 
amount - $50,000-10% - re-
mains in place.

Orchard man
requests

continuance,
negotiates for

resolution
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OMAHA — What began in 
December came to fruition 
in Feburary as EPPJ’s Libby 
Evans stood on the medal stand 
as one of the best wrestlers in 
the state.

The junior placed fourth 
in the Class B 170# division 
Wednesday night, capping a 
two-day tournament where she 
faced and defeated talented foes 
from across the state.

Compiling a 4-2 record at 
state, Evans did the following:

• She pinned three opponents
• She had one major decision 

victory
She opened the tournament 

against Maura Vrbka of Fill-
more Central. Evans dominated 

OMAHA — Wolfpack senior 
wrestlers’ Landyn Veik and 
Grady Drueke stay at the NSAA 
State Wrestling Championships 
was way too short.

The tournament began 
Thursday at CHI Health are-
na and, by Friday night, both 
Wolfpack wrestlers seasons 
were over.

Veik’s quest for a second state 
medal came up one match short 
while Drueke dropped his first 
two matches to see his season 
come to an end. For both, it 
wasn’t a lack of effort, but rath-
er the quality of competition 
that comes to Omaha in Febru-
ary. There are no easy matches. 
It’s survive and advance in each 
match.

Veik began the tournament 
by pinning Stratton Sellin of 
Winside in 3:01. Veik led three 
to zero entering the second pe-
riod before getting Sellin on his 
back for the pin.

Next up was a quarterfi-
nal round match pitting Veik 
against Breckyn Collins of 
North Platte St. Pat’s.

Veik was first on the board, 
in the first period with a take-
down. Collins then scored the 
next eight points to lead eight to 
three after one period.

Collins added eight points in 
the second period.

But, in the third period, Veik 
scored a near fall. Collins then 
got a reversal to finish with a 
major decision.

Veik came back strong 
Friday, wrestling in the con-
solation round #2. Matched up 
against Garden County’s Jase 
Roberson, Veik jumped out to a 
six to nothing lead in the second 
period. Roberson cut the mar-
gin to three points, six to three, 
entering the final period. Veik 
then gave Wolfpack fans some-
thing to roar about as midway 
through the period he recorded 
a near fall for four points. Rob-
erson came back with a reversal 
but it was too little, too late as 

Veik advanced with a 10 to five 
victory.

Veik then, on Friday night in 
consolation round #3, paired 
up against Gavin Ironshell of 
Wilcox-Hildreth.

Scoreless after two periods, 
Veik took the lead with an ex-
cape early in period #3. Iron-
shell answered back less than 
30 seconds later with a take 
down. 

Veik managed another escape 
to cut the margin to one point 

Trey Rittscher and Jarek Er-
ickson from Elgin Public-Pope 
John have been 
chosen to play 
for the South 
team in the 
Northeast Ne-
braska Football 
All-Star Classic.

The game will 
be played on 
Friday evening, 
June 12, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

Chris Koozer 
of Norfolk High 
will lead the White Team and 
Johnnie Ostermeyer of Crofton 
will lead the Red Team.

Joining Koozer on the White 

Trey
Rittscher

Jarek
Erickson

Rittscher, Erickson chosen for NEN All-Star Football Classic
side will be Matt Skiff and Ken 
Swanson (Norfolk), Ryan Miller 

(Lyons-Decatur 
Northeast), Dal-
ton Tremayne 
(West Point 
Beemer), and 
Kalin Koch from 
Twin River.

Joining 
Ostermeyer on 
the Red sideline 
will be John 
Connot (Crof-
ton), Jaxson 
Kant (Lutheran 
High Northeast), 

Andy Osborne (West Holt), Ty-
ler Legate (Pierce) and Jon Baue 
(Wausa Osmond).

Officials for the 2026 All Star 
game will be Referee Larry 
Wells, Umpire Jordan Wells, 
Linesman Travis Baumann, 
Line Judge Kyle Finke, Back 
Judge Shane Anderson.

RED Team players: Hayden 
Bauer, Pierce; Jace Jorgensen, 
Wayne; Gage Hedstrom, St. 
Marys; Porter Mathews, 
O’Neill; Callen Marshall, 
Norfolk Catholic; Drew Schma-
derer, Stuart; Reece Heineman, 
Pender; Nathan Timmerman, 
Norfolk Catholic; Breiton 
Whitmire, Cedar Catholic; 
Lane Bybee, St. Marys; Jace 
Panning, Crofton; Marek 
Dvorak, West Holt; Jackson 
Lynde, Crofton; Mason Krause, 

Hartington-Newcastle; Kotner 
Koch, Wynot; Carter Kelly, 
Hartington-Newcastle; Brady 
Hochstein, Cedar Catholic; 
Bryce Lindstrom, Pierce; Taven 
Ocampo, Wayne; Brock Jean-
noutot, Bloomfield; Grady Wel-
ke, O’Neill; Sam Wiebelhaus, 
Cedar Catholic; Edwin Alarcon, 
Norfolk Catholic; Cody Smith, 
Bloomfield; Noah Manchester, 
O’Neill; Jared Rutar, Cedar 
Catholic; Aiden Gallop, Luther-
an High Northeast Carter Wi-
ese, Wayne; Christian Nordby, 
Pierce; Tyson Sanger, Crofton; 
Anthony Steffen, Crofton; Bos-
ton Krueger, Pierce; Tate Stolpe, 
Wausa Osmond; Aaron Medina, 
South Sioux City; Jagger Sims, 

South Sioux City and Parker 
Schmidt, Wynot

WHITE Team players, in 
addition to Rittscher and 
Erickson, are: Tanner Wagner, 
Norfolk; Konner Bourek, How-
ells-Dodge; Cash Hanis, North 
Bend Central; Braylon Wegner, 
Bancroft Rosalie; Jarett Werner, 
Elkhorn Valley; Tregan Fitz-
ke, Logan View; Ethan Kester, 
Summerland; Bodonn Sweeney, 
Madison; Isidro Rosas, Norfolk; 
Peyton Penrose, West Point 
Beemer; Hunter Swanson, West 
Point Beemer; Myles Nielsen, 
West Point Beemer; Cash Wich-
ersham, Verdigre; Tucker Mat-
thies, Clarkson-Leigh; Gavin 
Groteluschen, Humphrey; Dane 

Meyer, Howells-Dodge; Tucker 
Czanick, Archangels Catholic; 
Casey Schnebel, Battle Creek; 
Logan Nelson, Wisner Pilger; 
Kaden Knaak, Lyons Decatur 
Northeast; Korbin Werner, 
Elkhorn Valley; Maverik Smith, 
Guardian Angels Central Cath-
olic; Cohen Skiff, Norfolk; Na-
than Tomcak, Howells-Dodge; 
Gatlin Davidson, Stanton; 
Carson Tomasek, Stanton; Re-
gan Raabe, Wisner Pilger; Nate 
Van Greind, West Point Beemer; 
Blake Ransom, Humphrey; Tay-
tum Anderson, Norfolk; Korbyn 
Anthony, Wisner Pilger; Lucas 
Engel, Bancroft Rosalie; Chase 
Freudenburg, Archangels Cath-
olic and Josh Arens, Stanton

the action from the start, build-
ing a 9-0 lead before getting the 
pin at 2:27.

In the quarterfinal round, 
Lakeview’s Emma Finecy (who 
would reach the finals) hand-
ed Evans her first loss, a 14-0 
major decision. Finecy scored 
seven points in the first period, 
then added seven more in the 
final period.

Evans began the second day 
of the tournament wrestling in 
the consolation rounds. Facing 
Cross County/Osceola wrestler 
Ema Dickey, it was scoreless til 
Evans recorded an escape in the 
third period. 

Thirteen seconds later, Evans 
recorded a pin.

Next up was Nevaeha So-
rensen of Adams Central. Evans 
had two near falls before fin-
ishing the match with a major 
decision 13 to 0.

The consolation semifinals 
pitted evans against Rylee 
Kursave of Arcadia/Loup City. 
After a near fall in the second 
period, Evans pinned Kursave 
in the third period.

Her last match Wednesday 
was the consolation finals 
against Wilber-Clatonia’s Faith 
Klabenes. Klabenes had Evans 
number in this match as she 
pinned the Wolfpack wrestler 
in 1:28.

Evans finished the season 
with a 39-11 record.

Making her first appearance 
at state, Wolfpack freshman 
Anna Dworak wrestled hard 
under the hot spotlights, but 
dropped both of her matches. 
Hayleigh Darling of Yutan was 
Dworak’s first opponent. Dar-
ling dominated from the start, 
pinning Dworak in less than a 
minute.

Dworak returned to the mats 
Wednesday morning to face 
Ord’s McKenna Hernandez. 
The Wolfpack wrestler was in 
contention midway through the 
second period before Hernandez 
pinned her at 2:15, ending Dwor-
ak’s season. Dworak’s caps her 
first year of varsity wrestling 
with a 28-19 record.

Individual results were:
100 pounds — Anna Dworak 

(EPPJ) was pinned by Hayleigh 
Darling (Yutan) in 53 seconds; 
Dworak was pinned by McKenna 
Hernandez (Ord) in 2:15

170 — Libby Evans (EPPJ) 
pinned Maura Vrbka (FIllmore Cen-
tral) in 2:27; Evans lost 14 to 0 MD 
to Emma Finecy (Lakeview); Evans 
pinned Ema Dickey (Cross County/
Osceola) in 3:23; Evans won 13 to 
0 MD over Nevaeha Sorensen (Ad-
ams Central); Evans pinned Rylee 
Kursave (Arcadia/Loup City) in 
3:35; Evans was pinned by Faith 
Klabenes (Wilber/Clatonia) in 1:28

Evans medals at state
for second year in a row

Libby Evans recorded three pins in six matches to finish fourth in the 170# division at Omaha last week.
E-R photos

Wolfpack freshman Anna Dworak wrestled twice at state last week, drop-
ping matches to wrestlers from Yutan and Ord.

EPPJ duo cap careers competing 
against the best at Omaha

but that was as close as he 
would get as Ironshell hung on 
for the victory.

Veik finished the season with 
a 32-9 record.

Drueke’s first match was 
Thursday afternoon against 
Pleasanton’s Sawyer Gillming. 

It was a tightly-contested 
match as Gillming led one to 
zero early in the second period 
before registering a pin.

The loss sent Drueke to a 
Friday afternoon match in con-
solation round #1 against Micah 
Gerlach of Cambridge.

Gerlach jumped out to a 14 to 
0 lead after two periods. That’s 
when Drueke made it interest-
ing as early in the third period 
he recorded a takedown and 
near fall to trail 14 to 7. Gerlach 
then scored the final four points 
to seal the victory and advance.

The loss ended Drueke’s 
senior season, one which he 
compiled a 27-18 record.

Individual results:
150 pounds — Grady Drueke 

(EPPJ) was pinned in 2:40 by Saw-
yer Gillming (Pleasanton); Drueke 
lost 18 to 7 to Micah Gerlach (Cam-
bridge)

165 — Landyn Veik (EPPJ) 
pinned Stratton Sellin (Winside) in 
3:01; Veik lost the match 18 to 8 MD 
to Breckyn Collins (North Platte St. 
Pat’s); Veik defeated Jase Rober-
son (Garden County) 10 to 5; Veik 
lost 3 to 2 to Gavin Ironshell (Wil-
cox-Hildreth)

Garden County’s Jase Roberson had no chance in his consolation round 
#2 match against Wolfpack senior Landyn Veik Friday.

Grady Drueke capped his wrestling career, competing in two matches at 
state. He finished the season with a 27-18 record.

E-R photos
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BLOOMFIELD — One and 
done.

Elgin Public-Pope John’s 
aspirations for the postseason 
came crashing down last week, 
losing in the opening round of 
subdistricts to Plainview 55 to 
48.

It seemed like an episode 
from the TV show ‘The Twilight 
Zone’ as everything that helped 
make the Wolfpack a team to 
fear during the season changed, 
but not for the better. 

Plainview came into the game 
with nothing to lose as the #3 
seed.

They trailed by one point, 13 
to 12 after the first quarter, then 
took control of the game.

The Pirates scored nine 
unanswered points early in the 
second quarter to go up 21 to 15, 
taking a lead which they would 
not relinquish the rest of the 
way.

Time and time again the 
Wolfpack missed scoring op-

portunities. Three-point shots 
missed the mark, putbacks 
bounced off the rim and free 
throw shooting went cold as the 
game progressed.

Jael Lammers had the team’s 
last four points of the first half 
to close to within three at 28 
to 25 with 44 seconds left. The 
Pirates then scored the final 
five points of the half, the final 
three coming on a long-range 
trey by Pressley Alexander 
which banked in at the buzzer 
to put Plainview up 33 to 25.

After the Pirates’ lead grew 
to nine points, 38 to 27, midway 
through the third quarter, Wolf-
pack junior Braelyn Martinsen 
completed a three-point play 
to cut the lead to seven points. 
EPPJ wouldn’t get any closer til 
the final seconds ticked off the 
clock as Mady Kurpgeweit got 
by 6’1” Riley Miller to score.

Plainview, as they did time 
and time again, answered back, 
growing the lead to nine points 

early in the fourth quarter. 
With under three minutes to 
play, Elizabeth Moser scored on 
a steal to cut the lead to 48 to 45.

The Pirates then went to 
the free throw line to seal the 
victory. 

They made seven of eight free 
throws in the final 1:33 of the 
game to end EPPJ’s season.

Martinsen and Kurpgeweit 
each scored 15 points in the 
game, Moser and Lammers each 
had six. 

Kurpgeweit pulled down 13 
rebounds and had three blocked 
shots.

EPPJ made just 24 percent of 
their field goal attempts, com-
pared to Plainview who shot 32 
percent (15 of 46). EPPJ made 
just one of 15 three-point shots, 
Martinsen made the lone trey 
with 27 seconds left in the game. 
Plainview connected on four of 
15 treys.

Another telling statistic was 
free throws. EPPJ made 15 of 28 

(53 percent), Plainview made 21 
of 30 (70 percent).

The loss ended EPPJ’s season 
with an 18-6 record. Plainview’s 
record is now 8-15.

Plainview 55, EPPJ 48
Wolfpack………13  12  14   9 —  48
Pirates………….12  21  11  11 — 55
Wolfpack —  Kayton Zwingman 
1-12 2-2 4, Gentry Zwingman 1-2 
0-0 2, Elizabeth Moser 3-4 0-1 6, 
Kinley Drueke 0-3 0-0 0, Braelyn 
Martinsen 5-20 4-11 15, Kinley 
Miller 0-0 0-0 0, Jael Lammers 
2-6 2-2 6, Kierstyn Eisenhauer 
0-0 0-0 0, Mady Kurpgeweit 4-18 
7-12 15. Team totals: 16-65 15-28 
48. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
1-15 (Martinsen 1). Plainview team 
totals: 15-46 21-30 55. Three-point 
shots — Pirates 4-15
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 37 (Kurpgeweit 13, K. 
Zwingman 7), Pirates 47. Assists — 
Wolfpack 3, Pirates 10. Steals — 
Wolfpack 19 (19 (G. Zwingman 6), 
Pirates 10. Turnovers — Wolfpack 
15, Pirates 24.

EPPJ’s postseason dreams
crushed by Lady Pirates Tuesday

A senior, Kayton Zwingman (1) played her final game as a member of the 
Wolfpack. Here, she drives to the basket avoiding 6’1” Riley Miller.

E-R photo/DMorgan



Page 12 Wednesday, February 25, 2026

ELGIN — Every year, the 
third week of February seems 
to be one of the busiest weeks 
of the year if you’re a Wolfpack 
sports fan.

And, during that week, your 
heartbeat rises and falls, your 
emotions become like a roller 
coaster if you are watching 
from the bleachers or at home 
on Hudl.

This year was no different. 
In a span of four days, we saw 
it all before our very own eyes. 
Some saw more than others, 
some seemed to be everywhere 
at once, and others watched just 
enough and went on with their 
lives.

I saw almost everything 
unfold and, by Saturday needed 
a break.

It all began Tuesday in 
Omaha and Bloomfield. History 
was made for the Wolfpack with 
TWO wrestlers competing at 
the girls NSAA State Wrestling 
Tournament. Anna Dworak, 
the 100# wrestler with the 
biggest smile, got her first taste 
of competing on the ‘big’ stage. 
Albeit brief, she and that smile 
will be back. Her teammate 
Libby Evans split her first two 
matches, creating an ‘eye of 
the tiger’ look which she took 
into Wednesday’s matches. One 
thing about Evans - there’s no 
quit in that girl.

That night, in the Bloomfield 
bee hive (gym), an average Pla-
inview team went ahead early 
and kept the lead, upsetting 
EPPJ to end the Wolfpack’s sea-
son. I jokingly thought someone 
must have put something in the 
Wolfpack’s water bottles be-
cause I hadn’t seen ‘this’ team 

play all season. Everything 
we normally do, we didn’t do. 
Put backs which seldom miss, 
bounced off the rim. Plainview 
had our number on this night. 
Victory tastes sweeter when you 
least expect it. They savored 
the moment. On the other side 
of the court, EPPJ players and 
fans were stunned. The season 
wasn’t supposed to end this way, 
but it did.

Wednesday had the girls back 
on the mats again. Evans won 
three matches in a row to reach 
the consolation semifinals. Six 
minutes later her season was 
over, but not before winning the 
fourth place medal, a testament 
to what hard work can do. She’s 
now a two-time state medalist 
and, next year, will have the 
chance to become the first 
Wolfpack wrestler to earn three 
state medals.

Thursday began the boys 
state wrestling tournament and 
our two seniors (Grady Drueke 
and Landyn Veik) were in the 
mix to chase down a medal. 
Drueke lost a close match that 
day, then lost again Friday 
morning, showing there are NO 
easy matches in Omaha. Ever.

A district champion one week 
ago, Landyn Veik opened the 
tournament the way he opened 
seemingly every tournament 
this season - with a pin. There 
were as many fans celebrating 
at home and on social media as 
there were in the stands at CHI 
Health Center. Thursday night 
came the shocker. A wrestler 
named Collins from North 
Platte St. Pat’s won a major 
decision. I, for one, didn’t see 
that coming, neither did many 

others. Again, there are no easy 
matches in Omaha.

Friday felt like a yo-yo cov-
ering Veik’s matches. He won 
a big match over the Roberson 
boy from Garden County. Then, 
with all on the line, suffered a 
one-point loss to Gavin Iron-
shell of Wilcox/Hildreth. What 
a name for a wrestler - Iron-
shell. When the third period 
ended, so did Veik’s chance at 
a second state medal. It also 
marked the end of an outstand-
ing career, one where every 
time he stepped onto the mat 
victory was in his grasp. Hard 
to see it end, glad to have the 
chance to 
watch him 
become a 
great wres-
tler.

At the 
same time 
as Veik was 
wrestling 
Ironshell, 
the Wolf-
pack boys 
basketball 
team was 
taking on 
O’Neill St. 
Mary’s. We 
lost by a 
margin I didn’t think we could 
lose by.

The Cardinals flew high 
on their home court in this, 
the second clash between the 
two teams. They soar with the 
three-point shot and with it they 
took EPPJ down. We simply had 
no answer on this night. But, an 
answer will come.

Round three is likely Thurs-
day night. Be there!

What a rollercoaster of  a week

SPINNING
TALES
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O’NEILL — What fans from 
both schools expected to be 
battle, turned out to be the 
opposite.

O’Neill St. Mary’s jumped out 
to a 20-point lead and went on 
to defeat the Wolfpack boys 77 
to 34.

The Wolfpack’s chances for 
victory seemed to go south 
right from the opening tip-off. 
EPPJ managed just three first 
quarter points, a two-pointer 
from Michael Selting and a free 
throw from Karson Kallhoff.

At the other end of the court, 
Logan Brabec was a ‘3-machine’ 
with three treys in the opening 
quarter as he and teammate 
Ben Barlow (both juniors) had 
seven points.

The next time the Wolfpack 
scored, at the 6:23 mark of the 
second quarter on a trey by 
Selting, EPPJ trailed 27 to six. 
The game’s outcome, at that 
point, had already been decided. 
What remained to be deter-
mined would be the margin of 
victory.

Over the final two quar-
ters, St. Mary’s outscored the 
Wolfpack 25 to 16, finishing the 
game on a running clock.

For the game, St. Mary’s 
made 30 of 49 shots from the 
field (61 percent). From three-
point range they were 14 of 
26. It’s hard to beat any team 
competing against those kind of 
numbers.

On this night, playing their 
final regular season home 
game, St. Mary’s had all the 
answers, leaving Coach Matt 
Euse and the Wolfpack to 
ponder what changes to make 
for the third matchup between 
the schools which could hap-

pen this Thursday night in the 
subdistrict final which would 
be played at EPS.

Selting led the Wolfpack with 
10 points followed by Jarek 
Erickson 9.

St. Mary’s 77, EPPJ 34
Wolfpack…………3  15  10  6 — 34
Cardinals……….23  29  17  8 — 77
Wolfpack — Michael Selting 4-9 
0-2 10, Joseph McNally 0-0 0-0 0, 
Karson Kallhoff 1-4 1-2 4, Evin Pel-
ster 2-2 0-1 4, Brayden Burenheide 
0-2 1-2 1, Jarek Erickson 3-7 2-2 
9, Max Henn 0-5 0-4 0, Braedon 

Hinkle 0-2 0-0 0, Christian Preister 
0-0 0-0 0, Justice Blecher 0-2 0-0 
0, Jayvin Erickson 2-5 0-0 6. Team 
totals: 12-38 4-13 34. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 6-22 (Jv. Er-
ickson 2, Selting 2, Kallhoff 1, Ja. 
Erickson 1). St. Mary’s team totals: 
30-49 3-4 77. Three-point shots — 
St. Mary’s 14-26.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 17 (Henn 5, Ja. Erickson 4), 
Cardinals 28. Assists — Wolfpack 
5 (Kallhoff 2, Ja. Erickson 2). Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 12, Cardinals 3.

Wolfpack ‘shot
down’ Friday 
at St. Mary’s

Michael Selting led the Wolfpack with 10 points.
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