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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
Feb. 9 36 06 .00
Feb. 10 20 -3 .03
Feb. 11 07 -3 .20
Feb. 12 11 -17 .00
Feb. 13 19 -17 .00
Feb. 14 30 09 .02
Feb. 15 10 -5 .00
Total for last week  0.25
Total for February  0.27 
Total precipitation 2025  0.37

The high temperature last week 
was 36 degrees recorded on February 
9. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was -17 degrees recorded 
on February 12-13. 

Altogether, .25 of an inch of precipi-
tation was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Delinquent Taxes — Antelope 
County

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Commissioners
Proceedings — Antelope County Board 

of Equalization
Notice of Meeting — Antelope County 

Board of Equalization
Proceedings — Village of Bartlett
Proceedings — District #18 Board of 

Education
Proceedings — Elgin City Council (2)
Notice to Bidders — City of Elgin
Notice of Organization — KLK Real 

Estate L.L.C.
Notice of Dissolution — JG FUNK 

FARMS, LLC
Notice of Dissolution — GEF Partner-

ship, L.L.C.
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

There may be snow on the ground 
but it’s time to start thinking about 
summer baseball and softball season.

Sign up for the 2025 Elgin summer 
ball teams will be held Wednesday, 
February 19 (today).

According to Kim Fangman, sign 
up will take place at the Elgin Fire 
Hall from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Anyone with questions should con-
tact Fangman at (402) 843-0152.

Back row, l-r: Bryan Hestekind, Robbie “Gap” Evans, Jason Vaisvilas, B.J. Schmitt, 
Aaron Andrews, Sam Vanourney, Chris Sullivan and Assistant Coach Kip 
Stephens. Front row, l-r: John Avidano, Dave Ochsner, Coach Phil Kluthe, Sam 
Vanourney, Jarid Jochum and Brandon “Bud” Miller.

A familiar face to students, having 
served as a substitute teacher this 
semester, Brian McGill has been hired 
as a full-time teacher at Elgin Public 
Schools for the 2025/2026 school year.

The District #18 Board of Education 
approved the hiring when they met in 
regular session last week.

McGill, who currently lives in Pe-
tersburg, will teach math, filling the 
position previously held by Dorothy 
Heithoff who accepted an early retire-
ment offer and will be retiring in May.

According to Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus, McGill grew up in Califor-
nia and has family ties to the Lindsay 
area. A graduate of California State 
Polytechnic University with a Degree 
in Business Administration, McGill 
has owned his own company in In-
dustrial Painting in Colorado, created 
websites for a couple of different busi-

This past week, the Agriculture Committee heard 
two bills at a public hearing, LB646 and LB665. 

LB646 by Senator Ibach would exempt feedlots 
within the brand inspection area from mandatory 
brand inspection unless those feedlots request to the 
Nebraska Brand Committee to remain a registered 
feedlot. LB646 is the latest bill introduced attempting 
to address concerns among some members of the 

state’s cattle industry, particularly 
cattle feeders, who have questioned 
the utility and value of mandatory 
inspection. 

These concerns have led to some 
instability in the brand law as 
mandatory brand inspection has, in 
the recent past, been the subject of a 
lawsuit and legislation introduced in 
2020 to end mandatory brand inspec-
tion. 

The intent of LB646 is to try to 
bring uniformity in treatment across 
the state for feedlots. LB646 would 

still keep brand inspection in place for cow/calf pro-
ducers in the brand inspection area. This legislation 
would also not impact anyone’s ability to use brands 
or own brands.

LB646’s public hearing was well attended and 
resulted in lengthy discussion by both the supporters 
and the opponents. 

At this time, however, LB646 will require more 
work before it has a chance to be advanced out 
of committee. For example, the Nebraska Brand 

Committee is a cash funded agency that operates on 
a $5.8 million budget, and exempting the feedlots in 
the brand inspection area would result in a loss of 
revenue of about $1.6 million for the agency. 

I want to emphasize that although all eight mem-
bers of the Agriculture Committee did cosponsor 
LB646, we each reserve the right to also not support 
this legislation. We all agree that we need to revisit 
the brand laws given the current instability and con-
flicts between feedlots and cow/calf producers in the 
brand inspection area. 

Ensuring the Brand Committee has sufficient 
revenue is one of my greatest concerns both for Ne-
braska and personally since I rely on brand inspec-
tion for my own cow/calf operations in western Knox 
County. 

If Senator Ibach is not able to make changes to 
LB646 to my satisfaction, then I reserve the right to 
both withdraw my name as a cosponsor and to not 
support this legislation. 

LB665 by Senator Storer would allow producers 
to voluntarily use livestock electronic IDs, provided 
that those IDs are not manufactured by an entity 
with direct or indirect ties to any federally-designat-
ed foreign adversary, which will help to preserve the 
integrity of Nebraska’s livestock management. 

The intent of this legislation is to try to find a 
balance between accurate disease traceability and 
livestock management with the protection of the 
state’s food supply from potential foreign tracking 
and surveillance, which could pose risks to national 
security. From the hearing, I anticipate an amend-

ment will be needed to address a number of technical 
concerns that were brought up during testimony. 

Meanwhile, the Education Committee heard 
LB303, a bill introduced by Senator Hughes at the re-
quest of the Governor. LB303 would make a number 
of changes to school funding, including increasing 
Foundation Aid to schools from $1,500 per formula 
student to $1,590 per formula student, dropping the 
maximum levy for schools from $1.05 to $1.02 per $100 
of taxable valuation, and creating a base levy adjust-
ment set at $0.30 per $100 of taxable valuation. 

Additionally, the bill would create the School Fi-
nance Reform Commission. The Commission will be 
tasked with providing the Legislature with annual 
recommendations to adjust school funding to ensure 
stable state aid to schools. LB303 received broad sup-
port from a number of groups including the Nebras-
ka Rural Community Schools Association, Nebraska 
Farm Bureau, and Nebraska Farmers Union. 

This bill offers an incremental pathway to ensure 
our schools receive more money from the state, 
thereby reducing their need for property taxes. How-
ever, LB303 is currently projected to cost roughly 
$60 million a year and will need alternate funding in 
order to pass since the state is currently faced with a 
$432 million budget shortfall.

As bills are heard and debated, I would appreciate 
your input. Call my Capitol office telephone number 
at (402) 471-2801 or send email to bdekay@leg.ne.gov. 
My mailing address is: Senator Barry DeKay, Dis-
trict #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 
68509.

State Senator
Barry DeKay

DeKay says brand laws need to be revisited

What would St. Patrick’s Day be in 
Elgin without ... a wild game feed?

After a one year hiatus, the wild 
game feed will be held again here in 
Elgin.

Organizer Gary Hoefer said plan-
ning for the event is underway at the 
present time and a few more details 
need to be worked out. 

This much is certain - the wild 
game feed will be held Monday night, 
March 17. 

The location will be the Elgin KC 
Hall. 

GREELEY — The goal of every 
high school wrestler is to compete at 
the NSAA State Wrestling Tourna-
ment in Omaha.

For Wolfpack junior Landyn Veik, 
he achieved that goal Saturday af-
ternoon here, finishing third in the 
165-pound weight class to earn a trip 
to state!

Having come up one win short of 
a trip to state last season, Veik made 
sure that didn’t happen again when 
he won a ‘heartbreak’ round match 
against Arcadia/Loup City’s Joseph 
Ducker by the slimmest of margins 
- 1 to 0.

With his trip to state secured, Veik 
came back to win the third place 
medal in the 165-pound division, 
pinning Valen Searight of Lutheran 
High Northeast in the consolation 
finals Saturday afternoon.

The lone Wolfpack boys wrestler 
to qualify for state this year, Veik 
will have his first round match 
Thursday. 

There, he will face Randolph’s 
Gage Jensen. A senior, Jensen’s 
record is 45-6. Veik’s record coming 
into Omaha is 27-10.

Good luck, Landyn!

Veik to test his skills
against state’s top
wrestlers this week

EPPJ junior Landyn VeikWild game feed
planned for St.
Patrick’s Day

At the Elgin KC Hall.

Elgin summer ball
team sign up is

set for today
From 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at fire hall.

New teacher hired to replace Heithoff at EPS
nesses and has been an over the road 
truck driver.  

“Mr. McGill is a very intelligent 
person with vast life experiences that 
have revolved around businesses and 
math concepts,” Brockhaus said. “He 
really enjoys math and math concepts 
and we are really looking forward to 
Brian joining us full time this fall.”  

In other action:
First reading — Approved during 

the meeting, on first reading, was an 
update to the school’s existing policy 
on testing and honor awards. As part 
of the discussion, Principal Greg Wem-
hoff indicated the district is looking 
at changing the three-tier honor roll 
system to two tiers (All A’s and All A’s 
and B’s).

Also discussed, but no action taken, 
was possibly changing from May to 
an earlier month in the school year, 
the announcement of additions to the 

National Honor Society. 
Transfer — On a 4-0 vote (Todd 

Heithoff abstaining), the board ap-
proved a transfer of $350,000 from the 
General Operating Fund to an inter-
est-bearing account at Great Plains 
State Bank.

Contracts — Current teachers at 
EPS have now been offered contracts 
for the 2025/2026 school year. Brock-
haus said signed contracts must be 
returned no later than March 17.

More bids — Also approved during 
the meeting which lasted just over one 
hour were carpeting for the new Span-
ish classroom (old teachers’ lounge 
room) to be done by Leifeld’s at a cost 
of $2,686.44. Another bid approved was 
a 15’x9’ heavy duty rug with the EPS 
log from Urbanec’s at a cost of $1,519. 
The rug will go into the production 
room at the high school.

Landyn Veik
earns first trip
to Omaha for 

state wrestling 
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Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) is excited to announce 
the launch of a Hybrid Certi-
fied Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
Course in collaboration with 
Central Community College 
(CCC). This course, previously 
offered last fall exclusively to 
Boone Central High School stu-
dents, is now open to the public. 
Typically, individuals seeking 
this certification must travel 
to a larger town, but BCHC is 
making it more accessible by 
offering the program locally.

This hybrid course provides 
students with a flexible learn-
ing structure, combining 30 
hours of online coursework 
with 46 hours of in-person lab 
training at BCHC. The lab por-
tion will be led by Jennifer Molt 
and Angie Schalk, RN, Hospital 

BCHC to offer CNA course in Albion
Nursing Supervisor at BCHC. 
According to Jennifer Molt, 
“This is a fantastic opportunity 
for individuals looking to start 
a career in healthcare. The 
hybrid format allows students 
to complete coursework online 
while still gaining hands-on 
experience through in-person 
labs.”

Applications for the course 
are due by February 27. Select-
ed participants will be notified 
by March 14, and registration 
through CCC will open in April. 
Orientation and the online Can-
vas course will begin on May 
14, with the first lab session 
starting on May 22. Lab ses-
sions will be held on May 22, 23, 
27, 28, 29, 30, and June 2, 3, 4, 5, 
and 6, from 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM. 
The final exam will take place 

on June 6.
The total cost of the course 

is approximately $460, which 
includes tuition, books, and fees 
payable to Central Community 
College. 

The course will only be held 
if at least six students enroll. 
Applicants must apply online by 
February 27, and payment will 
be due to CCC following selec-
tion.

The in-person lab training 
will be conducted at Boone 
County Health Center using 
mannequins and supplies pro-
vided in part by a grant from 
the Albion Education Founda-
tion.

For more information or to 
apply, please contact Jennifer 
Molt at jmolt@boonecentral.
esu7.org.

A one-vehicle accident 
Wednesday night, February 12, 
claimed the life of a Holt County 
deputy sheriff.

Deputy Steven Binkert, age 
41, of O’Neill died from injuries 
he sustained when, driving 
westbound on Highway 75 less 
than a mile from Neligh when 
the vehicle drifted onto the 
shoulder. According to reports, 
he overcorrected on the icy 
surface and lost control of the 
vehicle which went into the 
ditch and hit a power pole some-
time after 10 p.m. Responding to 
the accident was the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and other rescue personnel.

Icy conditions
blamed for 

death of
deputy sheriff

Following a public hearing 
on Friday night, February 7, 
the Elgin City Council formally 
approved an addition of land to 
the city’s tree dump.

Located west of Elgin, the 
tree dump has been used for 
many years. Several months 

City approves land purchaseOBITUARIES
Bill Eby, 83

December 14, 1941 - February 15, 2025
A member of the Elgin Christian Commu-

nity Church, he spent many years as a 
mechanic and car salesman.

Bill Eby, 
age 83, of 
Neligh, 
Nebraska 
passed away 

Saturday, February 15, 2025, at 
Faith Regional Health Services 
in Norfolk, Nebraska.

Memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

Brockhaus-Harlan Funeral 
Home in Tilden, Nebraska is in 
charge of arrangements.

*****
Bill B. Eby, son of Ray and 

Mabel (Nissen) Eby, was born 
December 14, 1941, at O’Neill, 
Nebraska. He graduated from 
O’Neill Public High School. 
On October 22, 1961, Bill was 
united in marriage to Linda 

Seger at the Methodist Church 
in O’Neill. They were blessed 
with two children, Lori and 
Pamela.

Bill lived in O’Neill and 
Neligh and also in Memphis, 
Tennessee throughout his life-
time. He was a mechanic and 
also worked in car sales.

Bill was a member of Elgin 
Christian Community Church. 
He served on the Neligh City 
Council and also on the Neligh 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Linda Eby; daughters, Lori 
(Todd) Pollock and Pamela 
Eby; three grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild.

Bill was preceded in death 
by his parents.

The Elgin Review  •  February 19, 2025

Shop At Home And Support Elgin’s Businesses!

ago, Bob Moser approached City 
Hall about wanting to sell land 
adjacent to the dump site.

In January 2025, the council 
approved the purchase of up to 
15 acres. 

On Friday night, the council 
made the purchase official. The 
cost of the additional land will 
be $2,500 per acre.

The action followed a public 
hearing on the land sale.

Earlier in the month, on Feb-
ruary 3, the city council met in 
regular session.

Items acted on were:
• Adopting Resolution 2025-1 

directing the sale of a 2008 8ft 
Henderson 7xMILD salt spread-
er with a Briggs & Stratton 8HP 
engine

• Seeking separate bids for 
one tanker (7,000 gallons) and 
another for 14,000 gallons of 
armor coating. 
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Say What?

Elgin Columnist
Jane Schuchardt

Sixty Years Ago         February 18, 1965
Donald W. Nyrop, president of Northwest Airline, was credit-

ed recently in the American Aviation magazine for bringing the 
carrier from near-bankruptcy to one of the soundest financial 
positions in the industry. This was accomplished in a period of ten 
years. 

Elgin High School basketball royalty chosen Friday night were 
George Mooney and Bonnie Iburg, king and queen for 1965. Ring 
bearers were Christine Draper and Rollie Huffman. 

Miss Sharolyn Rittscher, daughter of Mrs. Creta Rittscher and 
the late Ernest Rittscher was married to Richard Wells of Neligh, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Levern Wells of Brunswick, Sunday. The cere-
mony was performed at 4 o’clock in the Congregational Church in 
Neligh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gale Schindler are the parents of a 9 lb. 10 oz. son, 
Kenneth Allen born Feb. 12, 1965 in the Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal. 

Donald Mason, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Mason, was among 
ten seniors at Hastings College to compile perfect (4.0) grade aver-
ages for the first semester, according to the college registrar. There 
were 23 Hastings College students, 10 seniors, seven juniors, one 
sophomore and five freshmen who earned this perfect average. 

Fifty Years Ago    February 13, 1975

Crowned King and Queen at the Elgin High School Saturday 
night in the school’s assembly preceding a dance and lunch were 
John Miller and Priscilla Dozler. The honored couple’s attendants 
are Julie Sutton, Kathy Braband, Chris Wildman, Kathy Anderson, 
Rollie Huffman, Brad Norton, and Ken Reestman. 

Elgin High School senior Bradley G. Norton has been selected by 
Senator Roman L. Hruska as an alternate nominee to the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. Norton is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gene R. Norton. 

Elgin firemen were called out Wednesday night, Feb. 5 at 7:52 
to extinguish a fire near the Gail Doran property in the northeast 
part of town. Bob Borer’s auto had become stuck in the drifting 
snow and he had gone downtown to seek assistance. Upon return-
ing to his car it was found burning. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Schrage of Clearwater are parents of a 
daughter, Coleen Jo, born Feb. 4, 1975. She weighed 6 pounds 13 1/2 
ounces and was born at Antelope Memorial Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Braband were honored by their children with 
an open house at the Elgin United Methodist Church on Jan. 12 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Mr. and Mrs. Roger Braband, son and daughter-
in-law of the couple, hosted the reception with Mrs. John Demerath 
at the guest book.  

Thirty Years Ago  February 15, 1995

Ted Baum of Elgin won the Greater Midwest Auctioneer’s Cham-
pionship Contest last Saturday Feb. 11, in Pierz, MN. The contest 
was hosted by Rich Prairie Livestock Exchange, Inc. and the Min-
nesota State Auctioneer’s Association.

Two Elgin-Petersburg mat men survived the bruising D-2 Dis-
trict Tournament at Winside last Saturday, Feb. 11, and advanced 
to this week’s State Wrestling Tournament. Earning second place 
district medals and qualifying for state are Mark Dietz, a senior at 
126 pounds, and Brock Henn, a senior at 142 pounds. 

Five wrestlers will represent Pope John Central Catholic this 
week at the Nebraska High School Wrestling Tournament in Lin-
coln. These qualifiers are James Thiele, Scott Borer, John Stuhr, 
Heath Petsche, and Bryan Stuhr. 

Shop at
Home!

Wednesday, February 19, 2025

The Elgin Christian Commu-
nity Church (ECCC) welcomes 
the public to join parishioners 
in viewing the television series 
“The Chosen.”

The acclaimed program is be-
ing shown in the fellowship hall 
at the church on Wednesday 
evenings, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Public invited to
view ‘The Chosen’

at ECCC

Well, it happened again last 
month, January 15th, my birth-
day. Seventy-three and counting 
with hopes of many more. 

Now, it’s February already 
and the days keep rolling along. 
Even though time is time, never 
changes, when we get older, 
days seem to fly by faster. 

According to a University of 
Michigan psychology profes-
sor, how we experience time 
is based on a combination of 
perspective, memory, and expe-
rience. 

Take me as a five-year-old 
spending a week away from 
home with cousins for the first 
time. Everything was new and 
exciting. 

Those seven days were a big 
part of my life then. Savoring 
each moment seemed to take a 

Early Christians did not celebrate birthdays
long time. 

Now, at 73, a week is a much 
smaller portion of my lifetime. 
Unless it’s filled with fresh 
experiences, such as travel to 
new places, volunteerism using 
newfound skills, and deep 
discussions with friends, those 
same seven days melt into the 
mundane. 

Seems that our brain lumps 
time together when each day 
looks and feels like the day be-
fore. Before you know it, a year 
has gone by. And when one year 
looks mostly like the last, pretty 
soon a decade is gone. 

Fun to look up famous people 
born the same day as you. In 
my case, the civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-
1968) shares my date of birth. 
In addition to getting a day off 

from work for Martin Luther 
King Day (third Monday in Jan-
uary), his quotes have always 
been an inspiration. Here is an 
example: 

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate, 
only love can do that.”

Since this is February, note 
that the next Leap Day (Febru-
ary 29) comes in 2028. Obvious-
ly, this is the rarest date for a 
birthday. 

Your chances of being born 
on February 29th are one in 
1,461. The most common birth-
days are in September likely 
due to the holiday and cold 
weather effects. 

Once had a colleague from a 
rural community in India who 
wasn’t really sure of the date 
of his birth. With DOB (date of 
birth) a common requirement of 
identify in the United States, he 
had to get his parents to assign 
him a date. 

Early Christians didn’t cel-
ebrate birthdays since it was a 
pagan tradition. Such cultures 
believed evil spirits lurked on 
days of major change, such as 
a person’s birthday. Lit candles 
and loud noisemakers were 
supposed to chase away the evil 

ones. 
Friends and family would 

gather around the person on 
their birthday and give them 
gifts in hopes that good cheer 
would chase away evil. 

Birthday parties are a big 
deal now especially for little 
ones. 
Pinatas, 
tableware, 
balloons, 
trinkets, 
and other 
frivolous 
items 
line shelf 
after shelf 
at party 
stores. As 
we age, 
some peo-
ple look at 
birthdays 
as “just an-
other day” 
unless it’s a 
BIG ONE.   

Common milestone birthdays 
are sweet 16, transitioning from 
childhood to adulthood at 18, 
and the drinking age of 21. Then 
there are parties on the 10s – 30, 
40, 50, 60, and often one around 
65 to note retirement. Perhaps 
70 denotes a life well lived and 
100, a centenary, is filled with 
memories. 

A few weeks ago, we joined 
a joyful occasion celebrating 
the birthday of a 103-year-old 
friend. Young in appearance, 
mentally acute, a brisk walker, 
an amazing pie baker, and just 
an all-around terrific person – 
an inspiration for us all.  

Appreciated all the fine folks 
who acknowledged my birthday 
last month. One friend gave me 
a book on writing. Once that 
gets read, we’ll see if my col-
umns change. In the meantime, 
remember your birthday is your 
day. Set it aside to celebrate 
YOU. 

Comments welcome at jane.
schuchardt@gmail.com.

Organizers of the North-
east Nebraska All-Star 
Football Classic Friday an-
nounced the list of players 
who will play in this year’s 
game.

Among the selections for 
this year’s game is EPPJ 
Wolfpack senior Taylor 
Beckman. 
Arguably, 
the hard-
est hitting 
player on 
the team, 
he was a 
standout 
player as a 
fullback/
lineback-
er for the 
Wolfpack 
as the team 
qualified 
for the Class D2 State Foot-
ball Playoffs in 2024.

Beckman will be a mem-
ber of the White Team. Oth-
er area selections for the 
game were Sam Cheatum, 
Keaton Thiele and Alex 
Schindler of Summerland; 
and Christian Rodgers of 
Neligh-Oakdale. 

Cory Volk of Pender will 
coach the Red Team while 
David Stoddard of Stanton 
will lead the White Team.

The game will be played 
under the lights on Friday, 
June 13, at Norfolk’s Memo-
rial Field. Kickoff will be at 
7 p.m.

Taylor
Beckman

Beckman chosen
for NEN All-Star
Football Clasic
Game to be Friday

night, June 13

The Pope John speech team 
had a successful showing last 
Saturday at the Burwell Invita-
tional. 

The team place fourth out of 
the 15 teams that competed. 

Receiving a superior ratings 
were Olivia Klein informative 
speaking, Christian Preister, 

humorous prose, and Kinley 
Drueke, entertainment speak-
ing. Receiving an excellent rat-
ing in poetry was Harlie Tyler. 

Tournament medalists 
included Aiden Klein, Camry 
Kittelson, Tessa Barlow, Brooke 
Kinney, and Matthew Kerkman 
got first place in oral interpre-
tation of drama. Reese Stuhr 
was the varsity serious prose 
champion, with Tessa Barlow 
coming in fourth place. Mat-
thew Kerkman and Christian 
Preister got first in novice duet 
acting. Jovie Borer earned third 
place in program of oral inter-
pretation. 

The duet acting pair of Aiden 
Klein and Brooke Kinney came 
in fourth place as well.

The team is coached by Amy 
Klein and Chris Grundmayer.

PJCC speech team takes first
in 3 events at Burwell Invite

See BACK, Page 6 ▶

Pope John’s OIC team of Matthew Kerkman, Camry Kittelson, Brooke Kin-
ney, Tessa Barlow and Aiden Klein.

Photo submitted
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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It’s hard to overstate the impact ag-
riculture has on the State of Nebraska.

The production of crops contributes 
$25 billion a year to the state’s econ-
omy, according to the University of 
Nebraska, and the impact extends to 
the cities, where suppliers, bankers 
and consultants make a living provid-
ing goods and services to farmers and 
ranchers.

Few states are as dependent on 
agriculture as ours, a state that has 
farming in its title, the “Cornhusker 
State.” About a third of farm income 

comes from foreign 
trade.

But President 
Trump’s recent 
calls for new 
tariffs on Mexico, 
Canada and China 
– the three largest 
trading partners 
for the U.S. – has 
prompted some 
chewing of finger-
nails across farm 
country.

The last time the 
current president 
launched a trade 
war with China, 

back in 2017, it caused nearly $26 bil-
lion in agriculture losses nationwide, 
according to the USDA’s economic 
researchers. 

It prompted Trump to send an extra 
check to U.S. soybean producers to 
cover their losses. But the billions 
in checks didn’t quite make farmers 
whole back then, and the Chinese 
found new outlets for corn, beans and 
pork, making them less dependent on 
what’s grown here.

Recently, the state’s farm leaders 
told reporters that eight years ago, 
farmers were in a much better position 
financially to take a loss. Not so now, 
they said, with input prices rising and 
crop prices tanking.

So they’re concerned, because if a 
trade war erupts, farm goods are typi-
cally a prime target.

There was a sigh of relief recent-
ly when the president paused, for a 
month, the planned 25% tariffs against 
Canada and Mexico – the nation’s two 
top trade partners.

But a trade battle is erupting with 
China. The 10% tariff ordered by 
Trump resulted in China retaliating 
by imposing new tariffs on American 
goods. 

They include a new tariff on farm 
machinery, a sector that employs about 
4,900 workers in Nebraska.

Some farm officials here expressed 
hope that our new president is just 
threatening tariffs as a negotiating 
tactic. One stated goal is to get Mexico 
to get tougher on the flow of black mar-

ket fentanyl – a dangerous drug – into 
the country. 

Maybe it’s just a threat. Trump did 
back off on the tariffs against Mexi-
co and Canada after leaders in those 
countries agreed to take steps to better 
secure their borders (steps some na-
tional media pointed out had already 
been underway) and after the Wall 
Street Journal labeled Trump’s tariffs 
“the dumbest trade war in history.”

But last time, the tough talk on 

tariffs resulted in real losses for our 
farmers, who need foreign trade to 
sustain their operations. Economists 
predict that a new trade war would 
increase inflation and cause the loss of 
thousands of jobs in the U.S.

We’ll have to wait and see how this 
round of tradesmanship plays out.

But Nebraska farmers are pretty 
clear on one point – they’d rather see 
increased sales to foreign countries 
than another “cover your losses” check 

when a trade war goes south..
*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 

for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-

er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun. 
A native of Ralston, Nebraska, he 

loves traveling and writing about the 
state.

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

New trade war — like the last one — would
hurt Nebraska farmers, ranchers

We welcome ‘letters to the editor’

In 2023, nearly 70 percent of the 
105,000 overdose deaths in the U.S. 
involved fentanyl or another synthet-
ic opioid. For the last four years, the 
lethality of these synthetic opioids was 
compounded by the failed open border 
policies of the Biden-Harris admin-
istration which allowed these highly 
potent drugs to flood in and destroy far 
too many American lives.

The status quo is finally beginning 
to change. Alongside the leadership of 
President Trump, House Republicans 
are working to restore the rule of law, 
support our border security agents, 
and end the opioid epidemic. In order 
to make sure we have access to all the 
necessary tools to accomplish this 
task, this week I supported passage of 
the HALT Fentanyl Act to permanently 
classify fentanyl analogues as a Sched-
ule I substance.

Less than three weeks into his 
second term, President Trump’s com-
mitment to securing our borders and 
stopping the flow of fentanyl into our 
country is producing positive results. 
By driving a hard bargain, the pres-
ident has yielded swift cooperation 
from Colombia, Mexico, and Canada 
before any new tar-
iffs went into effect. 
This is outstanding 
news for the safety 
of the American 
people and has 
revealed a night and 
day difference be-
tween this adminis-
tration and the last 
four years.

Since his first 
term, President 
Trump has elevated 
U.S. leadership—
from his historic 
negotiation of the 
United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) and 
an agreement with China to laying the 
groundwork for a promising agree-
ment with Kenya. When it comes to 
global trade policy, the United States 
must lead the conversation, whether 
it relates to market access for agri-
culture, intellectual property, digital 
regulations, or investor protections. 
There are numerous, longstanding 
challenges which must be addressed 
for the continued long-term success 
of our domestic industries and to the 
benefit of American consumers.

Going forward, I expect President 
Trump to continue to engage vigorous-
ly on behalf of American interests. To 
level the playing field, our engagement 
must be vigorous, and tariffs remain a 
key tool in the toolbox for effective ne-
gotiation. Make no mistake, our trade 
partners expect this.

As American agricultural produc-
ers and manufacturers have suffered 
from the Biden administration’s loss of 
ground in market access and failure to 
address high input costs, the very best 
thing we can do for our hardworking 
producers is to open and maintain 
access to new markets for their world-
class products. I have encouraged the 
current administration to remain 
vigilant and prepared to mitigate the 
impact of potential retaliation on our 
domestic industries.

This week, the Office of the Unit-
ed States Trade Representative an-
nounced Mexico’s full compliance with 
its USMCA commitments to accept 
imports of U.S.-grown corn. While 
President Biden could have done more 
to secure this result years ago, this is 
a positive step for U.S. producers, agri-
cultural innovation, and science-driv-
en, rules-based trade. Robust engage-
ment will remain essential as we enter 
the 2026 USMCA review.

Without enforcement of our trade 
partner’s obligations, we cannot have 
healthy and productive trade relation-
ships. The world was watching when 
President Biden failed to stop the flow 

Night and day
difference in
leadership

In America, our news cycle is often fraught with 
controversy and dispute. From watching the news or 
scrolling social media, it might seem like there are 

few issues where Americans see 
eye to eye. Of course, it may be 
true that we disagree on some 
big issues, and those issues 
may be important. But behind 
the headlines and social me-
dia posts, there are still things 
Americans agree on.

One of those is paid family and 
medical leave.

The Pew Research Center 
found that the vast majority of 
Americans support paid parental 
leave—up to 82 percent. Eighty-
five percent of Americans say 
people should receive paid leave 
to deal with their own serious 
health conditions, and 67 percent 
say they should receive leave 

to care for a family member with a serious health 
condition.

We rarely see Americans so united on other 
issues. But it’s for good reason that Republicans and 
Democrats come together on paid family leave.

The reality is that Americans shouldn’t have 
to choose between their paychecks and caring for 
their families. Whether an employee is caring for 
a newborn, nursing an aging parent, or recovering 
after surgery, they deserve time to tend to them-
selves or their loved ones without risking the income 
they need to survive. That’s why I spearheaded our 
nation’s first-ever federal family leave policy in 2017 
with Senator Angus King (I-Maine). As part of the 
2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, we passed a Paid Family 
and Medical Leave tax credit that encourages busi-
nesses to offer leave to their employees. Employers 
are able to receive the tax credit if they voluntarily 
offer up to 12 weeks of paid leave. Our credit increas-
es access to paid leave without penalizing small 
businesses with limited resources, like a govern-
ment entitlement program or a mandate would.

Almost eight years later, this tax credit is about 
to expire. And Congress is set to work on another 
tax package. I’m pushing hard to get my bill with 
Senator King, the PFML Tax Credit Extension and 
Enhancement Act, included in that tax package. This 
is a priority for Americans, a priority for Nebras-
kans, and a priority for me as I negotiate with my 
colleagues in the Senate.

I reintroduced our bill this week with Senator 
King, and a bipartisan group of our colleagues in 

the House introduced companion legislation. Our 
legislation makes the PFML tax credit we passed in 
2017 permanent, as well as improving the credit. It 
supports additional options for financing paid leave, 
such as paid family leave insurance. It also allows 
employers to begin offering paid leave to workers 
sooner after being hired.

The bill includes a strategy for educating employ-
ers and employees about the option to receive this 
credit. It requires the Small Business Administra-
tion and the Internal Revenue Service to provide tar-
geted outreach and assistance to those who need it, 
which will raise awareness of the credit and expand 
the number of Americans who have paid leave.

Passing this bill in our upcoming tax package 
will deliver on the promises Republicans made to 
the American people this November. We promised 
to make families’ lives better, more prosperous, and 
more affordable. More access to family leave will 
contribute to that goal. Our tax credit is a tried-and-
true method, one with a bipartisan track record of 
success. It’s the best option for paid family and medi-
cal leave: the one that will do the most good with the 
smallest price tag.

I’m determined to get the PFML Tax Credit Exten-
sion and Enhancement Act passed to expand access 
to leave for more Americans.

The best option for paid family and medical leave

The Islamic Republic of Iran is the 
leading state sponsor of terrorism. 
They’ve spent decades funding terror 
attacks all over the world. Iranian 
proxies have launched thousands of 
missiles at Israel. In fact, Iran itself 
launched the largest ballistic missile 
attack in history against Israel last 
year. 

Iran doesn’t just chant ‘death to Isra-
el,’ though. They chant ‘death to Amer-

Putting maximum pressure on Iran
ica’ as well. Iranian proxies murdered 
American servicemembers. They’ve 
tried to assassinate President Trump. 
Their proxies have launched missile 
attacks against U.S. Navy warships 
and commercial cargo vessels. Most 
concerningly, they are closer than ever 
to possessing a nuclear weapon. That 
would greatly threaten the security of 
the United States and our allies. 

Yet for four years, President Biden 

chose a policy of appeasing Iran. The 
Biden administration relaxed sanc-
tions on Iran and enabled them to 
generate $100 billion in oil revenue. 
They unfroze $6 billion in Iranian 
assets on the anniversary of 9/11. And 
they continued to push for a renewed 
Iran nuclear deal – even though Iran 
constantly cheated and continued pro-

See RICKETTS, Page 5 ▶

See SMITH, Page 5 ▶
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RickettsIt Pays To Advertise in 
The Elgin Review!

of fentanyl or hold the CCP ac-
countable for its trade commit-
ments. I have been grateful our 
new Secretary of the Treasury 
has been clear about his will-
ingness to push China to fulfill 
its obligations for agricultural 
purchases. Today the world 
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Smith

cessing nuclear materials under 
the first deal! Biden’s weakness 
emboldened Iran and made 
Americans less safe. It led to its 
increased 
attacks on 
Americans 
and our 
allies. 

President 
Trump un-
derstands 
that Iran 
must be 
deterred. 
That means 
using all 
available 
tools to im-
pose severe 
costs on 
the Iranian regime. President 
Trump is restoring American 
strength by reimposing a policy 
of maximum pressure. I’ve in-
troduced legislation to help him 

push our allies to do the same. 
During his first administra-

tion, Trump’s sanctions drained 
Iran’s foreign reserves from 
$122.5 billion to less than $14 
billion. He killed Soleimani, 
Iran’s terrorist Quds Force 
Commander. And he negoti-
ated the historic Abraham 
Accords, the Middle East’s first 
peace agreement in 26 years. 
He should have won the Nobel 
Peace Prize for the Abraham 
Accords. His policies worked. 
And now, President Trump is 
doing it again. 

Recently, President Trump 
took executive action to restore 
maximum pressure against 
Iran. He directed the Treasury 
and State Departments to try 
and drive Iran’s oil exports to 
zero. 

This will stop their ability to 
fund terrorism. He also di-
rected our UN Ambassador to 
pressure our allies to ‘complete 
the snapback of sanctions and 
restrictions on Iran.’ 

President Trump’s actions 
will make our country safer. 
But he can’t do it alone. Our 
allies, including the United 
Kingdom, France, and Germa-
ny, also known as the E3, need 
to do the same. This week, I 
introduced legislation pushing 
our European allies to initiate 
a snapback of U.N. sanctions on 
Iran. These snapback sanctions 

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

would include export controls, 
travel bans, asset freezes, and 
other restrictions on those 
involved in Iranian nuclear and 
missile activities. My legislation 
would deliver a strong message 
to our European allies. They 
need to step up. They need to do 
more. 

Iran’s possession of a nucle-
ar weapon would threaten our 
security and the security of our 
allies. Nebraska’s Offutt Air 
Force Base houses U.S. Strate-
gic Command (STRATCOM). 
STRATCOM plays a critical role 
in deterring nuclear threats, 
including those from Iran. A 

nuclear-armed Iran would di-
rectly challenge STRATCOM’s 
mission and the safety of the 
women and men serving there. 

We can’t allow that to hap-
pen. Snapback sanctions are 
key to ensuring that President 
Trump’s maximum pressure 
policy is successful. 

On the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, I’ll continue 
highlighting the threats posed 
by our adversaries. I’ll contin-
ue pushing our allies to honor 
their commitments. And I’ll 
continue working with Presi-
dent Trump to keep Americans 
safe. 

The Pope John XXIII Central Catholic speech team opened 
the season recently at Atkinson West Holt High School.

Coach Amy Klein said, “We did very well at a competitive 
meet today at West Holt. It was the first time out  this season.”

Placing at the speech meet for Pope John were:
• Fourth place — The OID team consisting of Aiden Klein, 

Camry Kittelson, Tessa Barlow, Matthew Kerkman and Brooke 
Kinney.

• Second place — The novice duet performance by Matthew 
Kerkman and Christian Preister.

• Seventh place — Jovie Borer’s performance in POI.

Pope John speech team
earns three medals in opener

Matthew Kerkman, Christian 
Preister get second in novice duet



Page 6 Wednesday, February 19, 2025

GREELEY — Living on the 
edge. Those four words sum up 
what high school wrestling is 
all about.

There was no better example 
of ‘living on the edge’ than what 
the Wolfpack team experienced 
this past Friday and Saturday. 

For no other sport does the 
competition feel so intense. 
Athlete against athlete, no pads 
for protection. Singlets, wres-
tling shoes go together with ear 
protection. All each wrestler 
has are the skills borne of sweat 
and determination. 

No other sport requires the 
type of discipline that wrestling 
does. Not only must they be 
strong, they must watch every 
calorie they consume so as to 
make weight week after week.

No matter how much encour-
agement one gets from coaches, 
family and friends, it all comes 
down to the man on the mat. To 
win, the athletes must combine 
all that he has learned into just 
one thing - the will to win.

These are my thoughts, my 
observations, having sat on the 
edge of the mats watching the 
faces of these young warriors.

The Kallhoff brothers were 
the first Wolfpack wrestlers to 
finish their season. The soph-
omore, Gavin, fought hard but  
paired against wrestlers with 
winning records, victories 
eluded him. The senior, Landon, 
had the look of a young man 
determined to have one more 
big moment on the mat. It came 
in consolation round #2. Having 
lost his first match by pin in 25 
seconds, Landon has the look of 
a man possessed. Stepping onto 
the mat to face North Central’s 
Trace Kaupp (3-18), Kallhoff 
is the aggressor and, entering 
the second period, takes con-
trol and pins Kaupp for just his 
second victory of the season. 
Satisfaction best describes the 
look on his face after the match. 
Kallhoff’s tournament run ends 
in the next round.

I truly admire the wrestlers 
who fight and finish the season 
even though victories are few 
and far between. Sometimes 
success isn’t defined by wins 
and losses, but by fighting 
through adversity.

There are always surprises at 
district wrestling tournaments. 
That’s how I feel about sopho-
more Justice Blecher. The draw 
did him no favors as from the 
beginning he faced tested foes. 
With family looking on, just feet 
off the mat, Blecher came up 
short on both of his matches. I 
didn’t expect him to twice get 
pinned. He, like his underclass-
men teammates, shows the 
promise of better days ahead.

Two of the five Wolfpack 
wrestlers earn their way to day 
two of the tournament.

Grady Drueke has gotten 
better as the season progressed. 
A state qualifier last year, he’s 
saved his best wrestling for 
February. His biggest victory 
Friday came with the season 
on the line. Having won two 
matches and lost one, he is 
in consolation round #4 and 
GACC’s Ryder Anderson-Ray 
is thinking victory with a 10-0 
lead. Drueke has other ideas 
and seizes the moment, gaining 
the advantage and pinning his 
foe. It’s a reversal-of-fortune for 
the Wolfpack wrestler, one he 
won’t soon forget. The victory 
sent him to the ‘heartbreak’ 
round Saturday afternoon. 
And heartbreak it was for the 
Wolfpack. Weeping Water’s Kol-
by Nash pinned Drueke in the 
second period, denying Drueke 
back-to-back trips to state

Grady had a great season. 
He started out slow, but round-
ed into form and made a solid 

showing in Greeley. Next season 
looks promising for him.

Veik, the Wolfpack’s best 
wrestler record-wise (22-9 to 
start the tournament) had a 
great Friday. After an opening 
round bye, Veik records two 
third period pins to advance to 
the semi-fi-
nal round 
Saturday. 
There, 
against 
Wisner-Pilg-
er’s Keegan 
Poppe, he 
fell behind 
early and 
lost four to 
one.

Veik, 
too, saw his 
chance to 
go to state 
tied to the 
heartbreak 
round. And, then by the slim-
mest of margins, one to zero, 
he defeated Arcadia/Loup City 
wrestler Joseph Ducker to qual-
ify for state. As family cheered 
in the stands, he embraced his 
father/assistant coach Adam 
Veik just off the mat. Coming 
up one win short last year, this 
year is sweet redemption.

He went on to place third in 
the tournament by defeating 
Valen Searight of Lutheran 
High Northeast. Veik, the Wolf-
pack’s most consistent wrestler 
this season, will represent EPPJ 
well at State! 

Go Pack!!

Spinning Tales
Wrestling combines joy and agony on the mats

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Wheeler Central Teammates Mentoring Program Appreciation Night was held Tuesday, February 11 in between the Elgin Public-Pope John vs. CWC basketball games. Shown above are men-
tors and mentees. Wheeler Central’s program has 63 matches of mentors and mentees.  A soup supper fundraiser was held that evening to raise money for ‘Teammates.’

The CWC Dance Team girls hosted a ‘Little Girls,’ Dance team routine with Lindsay Metschke as coordinator.  The girls danced at the February 11th basketball games in Bartlett and February 
14th in Chambers during  the basketball games.

Photos submitted

Bartlett News
Wheeler Central hosted bas-

ketball games Tuesday evening 
against Elgin Public-Pope John.  

It was not a good night for 
CWC with EPPJ winning both 
varsity games. 

The night was packed with 
many events. Among them 
were a soup supper fundraiser 
for the Teammates program, 
Teammates Mentor Apprecia-
tion Night, ‘Little Girls Dance 
routine and a Wheeler Central 
pep band performance. 

The band made history. 
There has been no Wheeler Cen-
tral Pep Band at a home basket-
ball game for over six years.

Students participating were 
Franklin Schmidt, Hunter Ren-
ner, Jailynn Harrison, Aidan 
Maddux, Trey Smith, Corbin 
Kasselder, Dawson Kluver, Den-
na Skorcz, Casey Freouf, Anslee 
Wright, Garret Growcock and 
Jerrin Kleeb. 

Pep band music selections 
were The Star Spangled Ban-
ner, Jeopardy, Tequila and High 
Hopes. 

Parent Teacher’s Conferences 
were held Wednesday afternoon 
from 2:30-6:30 p.m. 

Attendance was not as good 
as the fall conferences, but we 
always appreciate those that do 
come.

Submitted by
Sherry Tetschner

Great Plains State Bank 
is pleased to announce that 
on Monday, February 24, its 
O’Neill Branch will relocate 
to their new building at 620 E. 
Douglas Street. 

The new branch, built by Sin-
gle Source, will host a spacious 
bank lobby, conference room, 
and two drive-up lanes as well 
as a 24-hour drive-up ATM.

CEO, Rick Chochon says, “We 
are excited about our new build-
ing that will cement our loca-
tion in the heart of downtown 
O’Neill reflecting GPSbank’s 
commitment to providing great 
personal service with local deci-
sion making.”

Since its arrival in O’Neill 
almost nine years ago, Great 
Plains State Bank has made a 
significant impact on the foot-
print of ‘community banking.’  
O’Neill is one of five branch 
locations offering an extended 
range of banking services and 
products.

O’Neill Market President, Ja-
cey Napier says, “We have had 
the privilege of growing along-
side local families and busi-
nesses since our humble start 
in O’Neill. Our new space will 
allow us to continue to build 
relationships while joining the 
thriving downtown.” 

Napier went on to say, “This 
move reinforces our commit-
ment to the community and 
surrounding areas.” 

A grand opening celebration 
for the public will be Friday, 
March 14 from noon to 2 p.m. 
as a kick-off to the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day festivities.  

A Ribbon Cutting with the 
O’Neill Chamber will take place 
at 1 p.m.  Cookies and coffee 
will be served.

GPSB to move 
to new location

at O’Neill

Helen and August Kerkman 
were honored as the “King and 
Queen of Hearts” on Valentine’s 
Day, February 14, at the Elgin 
Senior Citizens/Community 
Center.

Jerry Wilkinson of Elgin was 
named “Agent of the Year” for 
1994 by the Omaha Agency of 
Ameritas Life Insurance Corp. 
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Monday, February 24: Tator 
tot casserole, lettuce salad, 
pears, bread/butter, milk.
Tuesday, February 25: Cheesy 
broccoli soup, ham sandwich, 
carrots/celery, cheese/crack-
ers, cottage cheese, pineapple, 
bread/butter, milk.
Wednesday, February 26: 
Chicken & rice casserole, broc-
coli, strawberry/peach mix, 
bread/butter, milk.
Thursday, February 27: Ham, 
au gratin potatoes, peas, peach-
es, bread/butter, milk.
Friday, February 28: Taco 
salad, refried beans, Spanish 
rice, fruit cocktail, bread/but-

ter, milk.
(All meals served with bread & 
butter.
 Menus are provided by the Com-
munity Center and are subject to 

change).
Suggested price is $7 per 

meal for persons 60 years of age 
and older. Under 60 is $10.00. 
Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. 

Takeout starts at 11:30 a.m. 
Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. 
to reserve a meal. for that day. 
For a great meal, come to the 
community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus
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PROCEEDINGS FROM THE FEBRUARY 11, 2025 MEETING
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

February 11th, 2025
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the January 14th, 2025, 
BOC & BOE Meeting. Public com-
ments. Correspondence was re-
viewed.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AMERITAS LIFE INS 

CORP ins 21,272.50; ANTELOPE 
CO COURT ex 86.00; APPEARA 
ex 34.22; APPLIED CONN TECH 
ex 12,589.91; BEAR GRAPHICS ex 
438.75; BLACK HILLS ENERGY 
ut 2,091.16; BCBS ins 74,829.53; 
BOMGAARS ex 174.98; BROCK-
HAUS-HARLAN FUNERAL HOME 
ex 2,000.00; CARNEY LAW ex 
3,811.00; CASEYS ex 103.84; 
CENTEC CAST METAL PRODS 
ex 900.52; CITY OF NELIGH ut 
3,790.06; CITY OF NELIGH-RE-
CYCLING ex 1,000.00; CLEARFLY 
ut 317.80; CLERK OF THE DIST 

COURT ex 36.00; JUDITH COLE ps 
10.00; COLONIAL LIFE & ACC INS 
ins 100.88; CORNHUSKER STATE 
INDUSTRIES ex 39.00; CUBBYS 
ex 109.33; DAS STATE ACCTG 
ex 1,095.35; DUSTYS ex 261.46; 
EAKES ex 544.36; ELGIN ONE 
STOP ex 50.93; ELGIN REVIEW 
ex 422.43; ELITE OFFICE PRODS 
ex 322.13; FED W/H tax 12,710.80; 
FIRST CONCORD BENEFITS ins 
8,267.72; GREAT PLAINS COMM 
ut 324.77; SHERYLE GRIFFITH ex 
98.00; DARRELL HAMILTON ps 
11.00; HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS ex 
624.75; HOLIDAY INN ex 10.00; 
MAKAYLA HUGHES ex 20.00; 
JACKS UNIFORMS & EQUIP ex 
662.14; JONNY DODGE ex 347.34; 
KLEIN LAW OFFICE ex 807.50; 
HAROLD KLEIN ex 342.55; LIB-
ERTY NATL ins 87.19; MADISON 
NATL LIFE ins 126.98; MICROFILM 
IMAGING SYSTEMS ex 122.00; 
DUANE MILLER ps 12.00; MIPS ex 
10,545.39; NACO ex 30.00; NATL 
INS SVC ex 58.50; NEBR ASSN OF 
CO CLERK ex 50.00; NEBR ASSN 
OF CO TREAS ex 75.00; NEBR 
CHILD SUPPORT ex 643.00; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 6,058.77; 
NEBR HEALTH & HUMAN SVCS 
ex 93.00; NELIGH POLICE DEPT 
ex 15.00; THOMAS NELSON ex 
100.00; NIELSEN INS ex 35.00; 
VSP - NACO VISION ins 574.44; 
NCPPD ut 55.83; PAMELA SLAY-
MAKER ex 16.24; LISA PAYNE 
ex 157.79; PHYSICIANS LAB ex 
2,150.00; PINNACLE BANK ex 
927.57; PITNEY BOWES ex 398.38; 
PITZER DIGITAL ex 574.02; JANICE 
RIDDER ps 10.00; SANNE REPAIR 
ex 1,346.69; SCHROEDER LAND 
SURVEYING ex 155.00; CARO-
LINE SIEMS ps 25.00; WEX BANK 
ex 1,668.72; SOC SEC 28,039.08; 
STEALTH BROADBAND ut 
1,137.68; THRIFTWAY MARKET ex 
12.66; UNIV OF NEBR-LINCOLN ut 
60.02; US CELL ex 644.49; WASH-

INGTON NATL INS ins 285.92; 319 
GRAPHICS ex 261.25; NACO ex 
380.00; ANTELOPE CO TREAS ex 
150,000.00; Payroll: 141,246.43

Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 2,299.11; 
AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP ins 
13,057.59; AMH ex 204.00; AP-
PEARA ex 100.00; FIRSTNET 
ut 140.20; B’S ENT ex 2,075.00; 
BARCO ex 923.51; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY ut 2,046.27; BCBS ins 
49,740.70; BOMGAARS ex 2,116.72; 
BUTCH’S BODY SHOP ex 45.00; 
CARQUEST ex 1,390.12; CINTAS 
ex 8.16; CITY OF NELIGH ut 24.00; 
CITY OF TILDEN ut 71.43; COLO-
NIAL LIFE & ACC INS ins 18.00; 
CONSTELLATION ex 615.24; 
CREDIT MGT SVCS garn 550.60; 
CUBBYS ex 503.75; DUSTYS ex 
66.78; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 2.99; 
ERPPD ut 678.35; EMME SAND 
& GRAVEL ex 11,412.36; FARM-
ERS PRIDE ex 8,158.25; FED W/H 
tax 8,402.38; FIRST CONCORD 
BENEFITS ins 2,748.91; FRON-
TIER COMM ut 538.05; GRAHAM 
TIRE ex 2,243.28; GREAT PLAINS 
COMM ut 312.75; GRUBB GRIND-
ING ex 4,921.80; HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ex 374.85; HUBEL WELD-
ING & IRON ex 2,693.21; HUSK-
ER VINYL ex 4,905.00; ISLAND 
SUPPLY WELDING ex 982.72; 
JEO CONSULTING GROUP ex 
31,902.25; JONNY DODGE ex 
7,155.08; KAYTON INTERNATL ex 
10,833.04; KIMBALL-MIDWEST ex 
35.76; LEIGH KLUTHE ex 4,905.00; 
LARGEN MFG ex 400.00; LAW-
SON PRODS ex 26.50; LAZY T 
TIRE ex 34.39; LIBERTY NATL ins 
154.27; LICHTENBERG TIRE ex 
1,116.25; MADISON NATL LIFE ins 
56.97; MATTEO SAND & GRAVEL 
ex 2,813.58; MURPHY TRACTOR 
ex 72,500.00; NATL INS SVC ins 
56.75; NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 
3,921.14; NPPD ut 312.86; NELIGH 
AUTO & MACHINE ex 637.21; VSP 
- NACO VISION ins 343.91; NMC 
EXCHANGE ex 4,704.57; NCPPD 
ut 354.79; NORTHEAST GLASS ex 
402.00; NNTC ut 65.68; ORCHARD 
LUMBER ex 173.46; QUALITY IRON 
& METAL ex 187.25; QUICK SERVE 
OIL ex 429.65; RAZOR TRACKING 
ex 975.00; RDO TRUCK CENTERS 
ex 1,949.74; ROYAL ONE STOP ex 
480.91; SARGENT IRRIGATION 
ex 300.00; WEX BANK ex 692.33; 
SOC SEC 18,374.08; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 95.60; TRUCK 
CENTER OF NORFOLK ex 647.01; 
ULINE SHIPPING ex 398.08; VIL-

LAGE OF CLEARWATER ut 167.00; 
VILLAGE OF ORCHARD ut 82.80; 
WASHINGTON NATL INS ins 
277.90; WESTERN OIL II ex 94.45; 
Payroll: 92,667.27

County Visitor Promotion: 
ORCHARD POWERLIFTING ex 
350.00;

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
349.80; 

Law Enforcement: BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 524.65; 
BOMGAARS ex 377.37; CARHART 
LUMBER ex 41.98; CASH-WA 
DISTR ex 4,596.44; CITY OF NEL-
IGH ut 2,728.88; CULLIGAN ex 
88.25; APRIL CURTISS ex 240.50; 
FAITH REGIONAL HEALTH SVCS 
ex 270.00; HILAND DAIRY ex 
509.64; MIDWEST ALARM SVCS 
ex 345.50; PINNACLE BANK ex 
89.10; SANNE REPAIR ex 12,156.58; 
THRIFTWAY MARKET ex 867.29; 
TRANE U S ex 15,288.00; U-SAVE 
PHARMACY ex 147.99;

Commissary: BOMGAARS ex 
31.96; CASH-WA DISTR ex 592.74; 
KEEFE SUPPLY ex 460.08; PIN-
NACLE BANK ex 896.30; THOM-
SON REUTERS – WEST ex 558.00; 
THRIFTWAY MARKET ex 102.46; 

Building: VIRGINIA FILSINGER 
ex 1,200.00; HURTIG WELL SVC ex 
208.12.

Purchased shouldering-master 
machine.

Heard Annual Extension Office 
Report.

Zoning Administrator report was 
heard. Approved administrative 
plat.

Discussion of establishing a 
driveway exit to the west of Law 
Enforcement Center.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved bid for bridge removal.

Authorized for R & B advertising 
for culverts, armor coating, gravel, 
hot mix, asphalt oil, cold mix.

Approved R & B to advertise for 
6.5 miles of micro-surfacing.

Leased bobcat from CAT.
Discussion of salary from proj-

ect manager/road foreman.
Approved four (4) liquor license.
Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ

FEBRUARY 11, 2025 PROCEEDINGS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
Antelope County Board of 

Equalization
Neligh, Nebraska

February 11th, 2025
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved two (2) exemption ap-
plications.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO BIDDERS — CULVERTS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE FOR BIDS
Culverts

The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners will accept sealed 
bids until 9:15 AM on March 11th, 
2025, for Culverts.  Bids may be 
brought in or mailed to the An-
telope County Clerk’s Office, 501 
M Street, PO Box 26, Neligh, NE  
68756-0026.  Specifications are 
available at the Clerk’s Office. Bids 
made on items not listed on the 
specifications or bids not consis-
tent with the specifications will 
not be accepted.  All bids must be 
plainly marked “Culvert Bid” on the 

lower left-hand corner of the enve-
lope.  Successful bidder will supply 
the specified product.  Bids will be 
opened and publicly read at the 
March 11th, 2025, board meeting 
at 9:15 AM in the County Commis-
sioners Meeting Room of the An-
telope County Courthouse Annex.  
The Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids. 

Antelope County Board of Com-
missioners

PUBLISH: February 19, 26 & March 
5, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

NOTICE OF MEETING COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AS A COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Under section 77-202.02 to 77-

202.03, the Antelope County Board 
of Equalization will meet on March 
4th, 2025, at 9:15 AM in the Coun-
ty Commissioners Meeting Room, 
Antelope County Courthouse An-
nex, 501 M Street, Neligh, Nebras-
ka, for the purpose of holding a 
hearing to determine the approval 
or disapproval of two (2) Tax Ex-
emption Applications.

1) Clearwater Chamber of Com-
merce – Clearwater: 1.73 Acre ir-
regular tract in the NE¼NW¼ Sec-
tion 1, Township 25, Range 8, West 
of the 6th P.M., Antelope County, 
Nebraska

2) The Willows LLC: Lots 1-18, 

Block 81 & vacated alleys, City of 
Neligh, Antelope County, Nebras-
ka

The applications, descriptions 
of property, and recommendations 
of the Assessor are available in the 
Assessor’s Office. All comments 
will be made to the County Board 
of Equalization.

As a Board of Equalization, ac-
tions such as approving tax roll cor-
rections, motor vehicle exemptions 
and various other items which may 
become necessary to act upon.  
The meeting will be open to the 
public.  An agenda is on file in the 
County Clerk’s Office.

/s/ LISA PAYNE
Antelope County Clerk

/s/ KELLY MUELLER
Antelope County Assessor
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
GEF Partnership, L.L.C., a Ne-

braska Limited Liability Company, 
with its registered address at 428 
N. Elm, Box 193, Ewing, Nebraska 
68735, was dissolved on February 
7, 2025. The terms of the dissolu-
tion provide for the payment of 
liabilities of the Limited Liability 
Company and the distribution of 
any remaining assets to the mem-
bers. Gary D. Funk, the President 
of the Limited Liability Company, 
is to manage the company affairs, 

wind up and liquidate its business, 
and distribute its assets. The Lim-
ited Liability Company has no as-
sets and no liabilities.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

101 W. 4th Street
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: February 19, 26 & March 
5, 2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
GEF Partnership, L.L.C.

It Pays To Advertise!
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEEDINGS
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
JG FUNK FARMS, LLC, a Ne-

braska Limited Liability Compa-
ny, with its registered address at 
52550 848 Road, Neligh, Nebraska 
68756, was dissolved on January 
28, 2025. The terms of the disso-
lution provide for the payment of 
liabilities of the Limited Liability 
Company and the distribution of 
any remaining assets to the mem-
bers. Joseph R. Funk, the President 
of the Limited Liability Company, is 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
JG FUNK FARMS, LLC

to manage the corporate affairs, 
wind up and liquidate its business, 
and distribute its assets. The Lim-
ited Liability Company has no as-
sets and no liabilities.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.

101 W. 4th Street
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: February 5, 12 & 19, 2025
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS FROM THE FEBRUARY 10, 2025 MEETING
THE VILLAGE BOARD OF BARTLETT

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEBRUARY 7 MEETING
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
CITY OF ELGIN

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The City of Elgin will be accept-

ing bids for a 2009 8ft. Henderson 
7xMILD salt spreader with a Briggs 
and Stratton 8HP engine. The item 
is believed to be operable and shall 
be sold in “as is” condition. Inter-
ested persons shall submit sealed 
bids, to the Office of the City Clerk, 
P.O. Box 240, 104 Pine Street, Elgin, 
NE 68636, so they are received in 
the Clerk’s office no later than 3:00 

p.m. on February 28, 2025. Bids 
shall be opened, and the property 
considered for sale at the regular 
meeting of the City Council on 
March 3, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. The 
City will consider all reasonable 
bids, but reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids.
PUBLISH: February 12, 19 & 26, 
2025
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

February 7, 2025
The Elgin City Council met for a 

public hearing on Friday, February 
7, 2025, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to 
posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, Jim Kittelson, 
and Leigh Kluthe. Absent was John 
“Mike” Dvorak.

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 

inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Public opinion on purchasing 
up to 15 acres of real estate for the 
tree dump located at the current 
tree dump site. No action was tak-
en.

Public hearing adjourned at 7:10 
p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ 

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

February 7, 2025
 The Elgin City Council met in 

special session on Friday, February 
7, 2025, immediately following the 
conclusion of the public hearing, 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, Leigh Kluthe, and 
Jeremy Young. Absent was John 
“Mike” Dvorak.

A complete and accurate copy of 

the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

 • Purchase up to 15 acres of real 
estate at $2,500.00 per acre for the 
tree dump located at the current 
tree dump site

Special Meeting adjourned at 
7:14 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF BARTLETT
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

10 FEBRUARY 2025
The Village of Bartlett board 

meeting was called to order at 7:00 
p.m. on February 10, 2025. The 
meeting met at the Village Office, 
425 Randolph St.  The meeting 
was called to order by Chairman 
Williamson.  The members present 
were Williamson, Plugge, Einspahr, 
Tetschner and Nordhues. Also 
present:  Members of the public 
and Emma Smith, village clerk.  
Notice of the meeting was given 
in advance by posting at:  Bartlett 
Post Office, WeMart, and Village 
Office. Chairman Williamson pro-
claimed the meetings to be a legal 
meeting and acknowledged that 
the Open Meetings Act was posted 
in the meeting room. 

MINUTES:  It was moved by 
Nordhues, seconded by Einspahr 
to approve the January 13, 2025, 
regular meeting minutes as writ-
ten. Roll call vote:  Yes—Plugge, 
Nordhues, Einspahr, Tetschner and 
Williamson.  No:  None.  Absent:  
None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion 
Carried. 

STREETS: The board discussed 
the issues still happening with the 
stop signs and lights at the school 
crosswalk. They are hoping to in-
stall new signs that read “stop 
when flashing”. More potholes in 
town were filled. 

WATER: Each resident in town 
will be receiving a notice about a 

missed lead and copper test. There 
is no suspected issue with the wa-
ter in town. 

SEWER: Was discussed.
KENO:  Was discussed.
USER FEES:  Were discussed. 
MAY CLAIMS:  It was moved by 

Einspahr, seconded by Nordhues 
to pay all claims except those to 
Mark Nordhues for Professional 
fees of $300 and the claim from 
Scott Plugge.  Roll call vote:  Yes—
Plugge, Nordhues, Williamson, Tet-
schner and Einspahr.  No:  None.  
Absent: None.  Abstained:  None.  
Motion Carried. It was moved by 
Einspahr, seconded by Tetschner 
to pay Mark Nordhues and Scott 
Plugge’s claims.  Roll call vote:  
Yes—Williamson, Tetschner and 
Einspahr.  No:  None.  Absent: 
None.  Abstained:  Nordhues and 
Plugge.  Motion carried. 

GENERAL: Internal Revenue 
Service, Payroll Taxes, $79.80; 
Postmaster, 2 rolls of stamps, 
$146.00’ Tyler Schmitz, Custom-
er deposit, $61.35; Plugge’s Rod 
Shop, Antifreeze, $15.99; Rick Cus-
tard, Potholes, misc jobs, $135.00; 
L & L Sanitation, Garbage pick-
up, $1,742.00; Sherry Tetschner, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Mark Nordhues, Board Member 
Expense, $50.00; Kurt Einspahr, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Scott Plugge, Board Member Ex-
pense, $50.00; Dan Williamson, 
Board Member Expense, $50.00; 
Emma Smith, Clerk Conference & 

Hotel Room, $261.52; Keys for Of-
fice, $25.62; Salary, $481.77

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES: 
$3,199.05

TOTAL KENO EXPENSES: 
$0.00

SEWER: Loup Valley RPPD, 
Utilities, $58.73

TOTAL SEWER EXPENSES: 
$58.73

STREETS: Peoples Service, 
Tire, $395.00; Ken’s Trailer Sales & 
Repair, Alignment, suspension en-
hancements- Ford 2008, $1,723.00; 
Ken’s Trailer Sales & Repair, Snow 
Plow for Ford 2008, $10,350.00; 
Scott Plugge, Reimbursement of 
snow blade, $1,158.72; Loup Valley 
RPPD, Utilities, $1,107.21

TOTAL STEET EXPENSES: 
$14,733.93

WATER: Loup Valley RPPD, Util-
ities, $536.45; Wiese Waterworks, 
Opened hydrants, $315.00; Central 
District Health Dept., Water Tests, 
$78.00; NE Public Health Environ-
mental Lab, Water Tests, $278.50; 
Mark Nordhues, Professional Fee, 
$300.00

TOTAL WATER EXPENSES: 
$1,507.95

GRAND TOTAL OF EXPENDI-
TURES: $19,499.66

OTHER BUSINESS: Alexis 
Sprout presented a new grant op-
portunity for the splashpad as well 
as a new company’s proposal for 
construction. The board decided to 
send the new proposal over to the 
lawyer for review. The board was 

all in agreement to move forward 
with a new grant. 

Drew Kasselder and members 
of the school board proposed the 
village applying for a planning 
grant for the hopeful new com-
munity center. This grant would 
only include the planning portion 
of the project. The town will not 
have to fund anything included in 
this grant. It was moved by Nor-
dhues, seconded by Einspahr to 
approve applying for this planning 
grant. Roll call vote:  Yes—Plugge, 
Nordhues, Williamson, Tetschner 
and Einspahr.  No:  None.  Absent: 
None.  Abstained:  None.  Motion 
Carried.

Dan Kluver discussed the school 
crosswalks with the board. They 
also discussed the need for no 
parking signs on Randolph street 
in front of people’s houses. The 
village should be receiving those 
signs soon. 

There will be another car show 
and cook off in town on May 31, 
2025. 

There being no other business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 
p.m.

The next regular meeting will be 
Monday, March 10th, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m.

Dated this 10th day of February 
2025.         

Emma Smith, Village Clerk
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS FROM THE FEBRUARY 12, 2025 MEETING
THE DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD
Regular Meeting

EPS Distance Learning Room
February 12, 2025, 6:30 PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the regular February Meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m.  The board mem-
bers present were Eric Beckman, 
Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, Todd 
Heithoff and Lisa Welding. Also 
present were Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus and Principal Greg 
Wemhoff. Luke Hinkle was absent. 

Todd Heithoff motioned, and 
Ron Bode seconded to excuse 
Luke Hinkle from the meeting. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.      

The school board meeting no-
tice complied with the Meeting No-
tice Policy #204.07.  Posting was 
done on the High School building 
window and post office bulletin 
board.

Eric Beckman motioned and 
Steve Busteed second to approve 
the Consent Agenda: #4- Minutes 
of Previous Meeting, #5 - Adopt 
the Agenda, #6- Financial Report, 
#7 - Board Bills. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried. 

A to Z Vac n Sew, 2610 431 
000, $129.90; Amazon, $780.54; 
Appeara, 2610 610 000, $623.43; 
Applied Connective Technolo-
gies, 2510 530 000, $156.00; 
Binswanger Glass, 2610 431 000, 
$1,632.26; Bishop Business, 2510 
490 000, $138.83; Black Hills En-
ergy, 2610 621 000, $4,417.72; 
Bomgaars, 2610 610 000, $1,104.58; 
Brockhaus, Mike, 2730 626 000, 
$44.04; Chartwells, 1100 890 001, 
$102.00; COR Therapeutic, 2140 
320 000, $1,525.00; Dana F Cole, 
2510 315 000, $475.00; Dean’s Mar-
ket, 2610 610 000, $37.94, 1100 890 
002, $39.26; Eakes, 2610 610 000, 
$1,346.70; ESU #8, $97,238.30, 
$80.00, $45.50; Elgin Hardware, 
2610 610 000, $251.69; Elgin One 
Stop, 2710 626 000, $1,414.92; El-
gin Review, 2310 540 000, $625.79, 
2510 540 000, $934.00; Elkhorn 
RPPD, 2610 621 000, $2,681.28; 
Floor Maintenance & Supply, 2610 
610 000, $320.20; Graham Tire, 
2730 431 000, $858.00; Great 
America Financial Svcs, 2510 490 
000, $880.71; GO Physical Therapy, 
6408/2161, $2,164.75; Great Plains 
Communication, 2510 530 000, 
$715.62; HP Inc., 6700 733 001, 
$1,385.33; Hometown Station, 2710 
626 000, $496.86; Island Supply, 
1100 610 001, $109.12; IXL Learn-

ing, 1100 643 002, $3,731.25; Jonny 
Dodge, 2730 431 000, $1,377.66; 
Ken’s Band Instrument Repair, 1100 
810 000, $74.00; KSB School Law, 
2330 317 000, $567.00; MidAmer-
ican Research Co., 2610 610 000, 
$642.54; NASB, 2320 810 000, 
$115.00, 2310 810 000, $3,744.00; 
Northeast Regional Programs, 
6408 16/17, $46.50; Olson’s 
Pest Technicians, 2610 890 000, 
$105.00; OneSource, 2510 890 000, 
$38.50; Overland Rehab, 6408 320 
000, $461.55; Pitzer Digital, 2310 
540 000, $288.00; Sands Truck 
Service, 2730 431 000, $745.56; 
TMS, 2580 351 000, $67.98; Truck 
Center, 2730 431 000, $6,110.70; US 
Bank, $1,392.66; Verizon Business, 
2510 530 000, $97.84; Verizon 
Wireless, 2510 530 000, $22.23; 
WageWorks, 1100 291 000, $139.25; 
Wild Roots, 1100 610 001, $415.51; 
Wells Fargo, $7,784.90; Y&Y Lawn 
Service, 2630 431 000, $5,519.50 

Total Board Bills: $156,242.40 
Payroll: $261,514.15 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$417,756.55
President Welding recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments.

In the Committee reports, there 
were no changes to the commit-
tee’s assignments. There were no 
reports from standing committees.

In the principal’s report, Princi-
pal Wemhoff reported on previous 
activities and the upcoming activ-
ities. 

Supt. Brockhaus reported that a 
new section of mirror for the weight 
room will be placed, needs to be 
replaced per ALICAP. Mr. Brock-
haus mentioned another summer 
project will be replacing the locker 
room ceiling tiles with waterproof 
ceiling tiles. Also reported on the 
principal evaluation. 

In action items, Eric Beckman 
motioned to approve the trans-
fer of funds of $350,000 from the 
General Operating Fund to an in-

terest-bearing account at Great 
Plains State Bank, seconded by 
Ron Bode.  Vote 4-0, Heithoff ab-
stained, motion carried.

Heithoff motioned; Busteed 
seconded to approve the offering 
of teacher contracts for 2025-2026 
school year. Vote 5-0, motion car-
ried.

Busteed motioned, Bode sec-
onded to approve the teaching 
contract for Mr. Brian McGill for 
Junior High Math. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Bode motioned to approve the 
2025-2026 school calendar. Beck-
man seconded. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried. 

Bode motioned to approve the 
bid from Mike Schmitt for $15,488 
to replace the 4th grade and 5th 
grade classroom windows along 
with the panels above. Beckman 
seconded the motion. Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Heithoff motioned, Beckman 
seconded to approve the addition 
of MTSS and Esports Positions on 
the Extra Duty Salary Schedule, 
starting the school year of 2025-
2026. Vote 5-0, motion carried.

Heithoff motioned to approve 
the bid for carpeting of the new 
Spanish (old teachers’ lounge 
room) from Leifelds for $2,686.44 
and approve the bid for a 15’ x 9’ 
heavy duty rug with EPS logo on 
from Urbanec’s for $1519.00 for the 
production room. Busteed second-
ed. Vote 5-0, motion carried.  

Bode made a motion to approve 
the first reading of updated Policy 
504.02R1 Elgin Public School Test-
ing and Honor Awards. Seconded 
by Heithoff. Vote 5-0, motion car-
ried.

In discussion items, the Ameri-
canism Hearing will be at 7:00 p.m. 
on March 12th, before the regular 
March Meeting. Discussion was 
also held on the updating of the 
Northwest Elementary building 
lights.

Motion by Busteed and second 
by Beckman to adjourn the meet-
ing.  Vote 5-0, motion carried.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. The 
next meeting will be held on March 
12, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. in the EPS 
Board room.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
-This is a draft copy and does not 

become official Elgin Public Board 
minutes until approved at the next 
regular or advertised meeting.
PUBLISH: February 19, 2025
ZNEZ
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NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
KLK REAL ESTATE L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabili-

ty company: KLK REAL ESTATE, 
L.L.C. The address of the desig-
nated office is: 52789 854 Road, 
Neligh, Nebraska 68756. The name 

and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 
company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 

and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced upon 

filing the Certificate of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary of State on 
February 5, 2025, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-

der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

KLK REAL ESTATE, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.

P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166

(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: February 12, 19 & 26
ZNEZ
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BARTLETT — It may have 
been a cold February night, but 
the Wolfpack were ‘hot’ inside 
the gymnasium, defeating the 
Lady Renegades 60 to 32 Tues-
day night.

Playing the first of two games 
to wrap up the regular season, 
EPPJ did not disappoint their 
faithful followers, nearly dou-
bling the score on CWC.

A fast start, at both ends of 
the court, allowed the Wolfpack 
to never trail in a game between 
neighboring schools.

For more than seven minutes 
in the opening quarter, EPPJ’s 
defensive pressure, a constant 
during this winning season, 
held CWC scoreless. With 40 
seconds left in the quarter, 

CWC’s Ella Moses got her team 
on the board by making one of 
two free throws. That made the 
score 19 to one.

Before Moses’ free throw, 
EPPJ had their way at the 
other end of the court. Kayton 
Zwingman and Braelyn Mar-
tinsen each had five points. 
Teammates Kate Furstenau 
and Callie Heithoff made treys. 
Heithoff’s basket closed out the 
first quarter with the Wolfpack 
ahead 22 to 3.

To their credit, CWC played 
better over the final three 
quarters as Moses & Co. begin 
to find the basket.

EPPJ got 14 points in the 

RANDOLPH — It was a 
mismatch. The Wolfpack girls 
basketball team wrapped up the 
regular season Thursday night 
on the road at Randolph. And 
what a wrap-up it was. EPPJ 
jumped out to a 23 to 0 lead after 
one quarter and went on to de-
feat the Cardinals 58 to 18.

The game was a battle of 
two teams going in different 
directions. The Cardinals are 
in rebuilding mode, having no 
seniors on the squad, having 
yet to taste victory this season. 
The Wolfpack, having another 
winning season under Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer, are now xx-x 
heading into postseason play.

The Wolfpack led 33 to 0 in 

the second quarter before the 
Cardinals scored.

EPPJ’s defense again turned 
in impressive numbers. They 
limited the Cardinals to just six 
points in each of the final three 
quarters. They forced 42 turn-
overs and recorded 31 steals. At 
one time in the game, EPPJ led 
Randolph by 42 points.

The Wolfpack trio of Braelyn 
Martinsen, Kate Furstenau and 
Mady Kurpgeweit combined 
for 45 of the team’s 58 points. 
Martinsen led the way with 17 
points, Kurpgeweit had 16 and 
Furstenau added 12. Kurpgeweit 
and Callie Heithoff each had 
two blocks.

EPPJ outrebounded Randolph 

Wolfpack rout Lady Cards 58 to 18
40 to 22, had more assists (15 to 
3), more blocked shots (four to 
one) and way more steals (31 to 
nine).

Everyone on the Wolfpack 
bench played throughout the 
game. 

EPPJ 58, Randolph 18
Wolfpack……….23  10  20  5 — 58
Cardinals………..0    6    6   6 — 18
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 3-7 
0-0 6, Kinley Drueke 0-4 0-0 0, 
Elizabeth Moser 1-4 0-0 2, Trissa 
Russell 1-6 0-0 3, Braelyn Martin-
sen 8-11 0-0 17, Callie Heithoff 0-1 
0-0 0, Molly Thiessen 1-2 0-0 2, 

Kate Furstenau 6-12 0-1 12, Mady 
Kurpgeweit 7-16 2-3 16, Dannyka 
Smidt 0-2 0-0 0. Team totals: 27-59 
2-4 58. Three-point shots — Wolf-
pack 2-14 (Russell 1, Martinsen 
1). Randolph team totals: 7-37 3-6 
18. Three-point shots — Randolph 
1-10.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 40 (Kurpgeweit 11, Moser 9), 
Randolph 22. Assists — Wolfpack 
15 (Kurpgeweit 6, Martinsen 3), 
Randolph 3. Steals — Wolfpack 31 
(Martinsen 9), Randolph 9. Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 23, Randolph 
42.

EPPJ gals post second
win over CWC Renegades

See EPPJ, Page 15 ▶

Kayton Zwingman (1) scored 13 points to help lead the Wolfpack to a 60 
to 32 victory over the CWC girls last week. 

E-R photo/DMorgan

Trissa Russell (4) had one of the Wolfpack’s seven treys Thursday night 
in a victory over Randolph. 

E-R photo/LMorgan
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second quarter, started by a 
Martinsen steal/layup and a 
two-pointer from Elizabeth 
Moser who returned to action. 
Furstenau had five points and 
Mady Kurpgeweit added four 
inside the paint to give the Wolf-
pack a 36 to 12 margin.

The Wolfpack then dominat-
ed the second half by outscorig 
their foe 24 to 18.

In the fourth quarter, EPPJ 
scored 18 points, five coming 
from freshman Kinley Drueke.

Four of five Wolfpack start-
ers scored in double digits, led 
by Zwingman with 13 points, 
Kurpgeweit and Martinsen each 
had 12 and Furstenau added 10. 
EPPJ’s other starter, Heithoff, 
had six. 

Altogether, seven of the nine 
players who suited up, scored in 
the game. 

Kurpgeweit continues to 
dominate the boards, pulling 

down 17 rebounds. Furstenau 
and Kurpgeweit each dished out 
four assists while Martinsen led 
the team in steals with five.

EPPJ 60, CWC 32
Wolfpack………..22  14  6  18 — 60
Renegades………3    9  9  11 — 32
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
6-13 1-2 13, Kinley Drueke 2-3 1-2 
5, Elizabeth Moser 1-2 0-0 2, Tris-
sa Russell 0-4 0-0 0, Braelyn Mar-
tinsen 5-8 0-0 12, Callie Heithoff 
2-5 0-0 6, Kate Furstenau 2-7 4-4. 
10, Mady Kurpgeweit 4-9 4-7 12, 
Dannyka Smidt 0-0 0-0 0. Team 
totals: 22-51 10-15 60. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 6-19 (Martinsen 
2, Heithoff 2, Furstenau 2). CWC 
team totals: 13-57 5-14 32. Three-
point shots —CWC 1-18.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 44 (Mady Kurpgeweit 17), 
CWC 30. Assists — Wolfpack 13 
(Furstenau 4, Kurpgeweit 4), CWC 
5. Steals — Wolfpack 19 (Martin-
sen 5), CWC 6. Turnovers — Wolf-
pack 14, CWC 27.

 ◀ FROM Page 14
EPPJ

RANDOLPH — The Wolf-
pack boys made nearly half of 
their three-point shot attempts 
Thursday night as they defeated 

Wolfpack pick up big win Thursday, 61 to 47 over Randolph
Randolph 61 to 47.

Junior Karson Kallhoff 
drilled five of the team’s sev-
en treys as the Wolfpack went 

ahead early and were never 
threated by the Cardinals.

EPPJ jumped out to a 43 to 17 
lead at halftime. The defense 
limited the Cards to just four 
points in the second quarter. 

Kallhoff led the Wolfpack 
with 18 points. Jarek Erickson 
was perfect from the field (6-6) 
and the free throw line (2-2) to 
finish with 15 points.

EPPJ 61, Randolph 47
Wolfpack………..25  18  16   2 — 61
Cardinals……….13    4  12  18 — 47
Wolfpack — Ticen Sparr 0-0 0-0 
0, Kellan Hoefer 4-6 0-1 9, Michael 
Selting 2-5 0-0 4, Joseph McNally 
0-0 0-0 0, Karson Kallhoff 5-9 3-4 
18, Evin Pelster 0-1 0-0 0, Brayden 
Burenheide 0-1 0-0 0, Jarek Erick-
son 6-6 2-2 15, Taylor Beckman 0-2 
0-0 0, Max Henn 4-6 1-2 9, Dylan 
Kolm 2-3 0-0 4, Trey Rittscher 1-5 
0-0 2. Team totals: 24-44 6-9 61. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 7-16 
(Kallhoff 5, Hoefer 1, Erickson 1). 
Randolph team totals: 16-48 9-12 
47. Three-point shots — Randolph 
6-19.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 26 (Henn 7), Cardinals 21. 
Assists — Wolfpack 13 (Erickson 
5). Turnovers — Wolfpack 15, Car-
dinals 11. Michael Selting (2) came off the bench to score four points against Randolph Thursday night.

E-R photo/LMorgan
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GREELEY — Week after 
week during the Wolfpack’s 
wrestling season, junior 
Landyn Veik has been their 
most consistent wrestler.

Week after week, he’s fin-
ished among the best, taking 
his place on the medal stand.

Veik did it again during the 
D3 District Wrestling Tourna-
ment, qualifying Saturday for 
the upcoming Class D State 
Wrestling Tournament in 
Omaha.

Competing in the 165-pound 
division, up from 157 where he 
has dominated for most of the 
season, Veik punched his ticket 
to state by finishing third. 
He will be the lone EPPJ boys 
wrestler competing at state this 
season.

Winning two matches Friday, 
Veik dropped his semi-final 
match early Saturday. The loss 
put Veik in the ‘heartbreak’ 
round where the winner qual-
ifies for state, the loser stays 
home.

There, he faced Joseph 
Ducker of Arcadia/Loup City 
and, with an escape in the third 
period, won the tense match one 
to zero. Then, in the consolation 
finals, Veik pinned LHNE’s 
Valen Searight to earn a third 
place medal.

The Wolfpack had one other 
wrestler in the heartbreak 
round - 132 pound wrestler 
Grady Drueke. In his only 
match Saturday afternoon, it 
was win or stay home for the 
Wolfpack junior. 

The match proved to be the 
end of Drueke’s season as Weep-

ing Water’s Kolby Nash pinned 
the Wolfpack wrestler in the 
second period.

Three other Wolfpack wres-
tlers (Gavin Kallhoff, Justice 
Blecher and Landon Kallhoff) 
saw their seasons end Friday 
after each lost two matches.

Individual results from the 
tournament were:

132 pounds — Champ. Round 
1 - Grady Drueke (Elgin Pub-
lic/Pope John) 23-18 won by 
fall over Brayden Keyes (Wis-
ner-Pilger) 3-30 (Fall 1:38); 
Champ. Round 2 - Drueke won 
by fall over Mason True (Os-
mond-Wausa) 17-21 (Fall 3:38; 
Quarterfinal - Trevor Steffen 
(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 12-3 won by fall over 
Drueke (Fall 3:32); Cons. Round 
4 - Drueke won by fall over 
Ryder Anderson-Ray (Guard-
ian Angels Central Catholic) 
27-13 (Fall 2:54); Cons. Round 5 - 
Drueke won by forfeit over Tyce 
Coufal (Ravenna) 11-11 (For.); 
Cons. Semi - Kolby Nash (Weep-
ing Water) 38-7 won by fall over 
Drueke (Fall 1:45)

BARTLETT — Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John defeated a scrap-
py CWC Renegade squad 53 to 35 
Tuesday night, but don’t let the 
final score deceive anyone - it 
was a tough game.

For the first two quarters, the 
Renegades gave the Wolfpack 
all they could handle. EPPJ fell 
behind early in the game, trail-
ing for much of the first quarter 
before Karson Kallhoff gave the 
Wolfpack the lead with a trey. 
Junior Jarek Erickson then fol-
lowed up with a bucket-and-one 
to lead 13 to 10.

Kallhoff drilled a long-range 
bomb to start the second quar-
ter, then buckets from Dylan 
Kolm and Kellan Hoefer gave 
the Wolfpack a 20 to 13 lead with 
just under four minutes to go 
before halftime.

The Renegades then made 
things interesting as they lim-
ited EPPJ to just two points the 
rest of the half. CWC got buck-
ets froom Michael Jesse and 
Elijah Heinz to cut the score to 
22 to 18 at halftime.

Erickson outscored CWC 10 to 
three to start the third quarter. 
Kolm followed with a two-point-
er to give EPPJ a 34 to 21 lead. 

Renegade Trey Blackmore 
tried to get his team back in 
the game with five unanswered 
points, then Jesse added two 
free throws. The Wolfpack an-
swered with treys from Hoefer 
and Erickson and a two-pointer 
from Max Henn to lead 42 to 28 
heading into the fourth quarter.

EPPJ outscored CWC 11 to 
seven to close out the final 
quarter. Noteworthy was a 

stretch where Kallhoff, Hoefer 
and Kolm had back-to-back-to-
back treys.

Erickson led EPPJ with 16 
points (13 in the second half) 
while Kallhoff added 14 and 
Kolm tossed in 11. Erickson 
had 13 rebounds and Kallhoff 
grabbed 10 as both players 
recorded double-doubles in the 
game.

EPPJ 53, CWC 35
Wolfpack…………13  9  20  11 — 53
Renegades………10  8  10  7 — 35
Wolfpack — Ticen Sparr 0-0 0-0 
0, Kellan Hoefer 3-9 0-0 8, Mi-
chael Selting 0-0 0-0 0, Joseph 
McNally 0-0 0-0 0, Karson Kallhoff 
5-13 1-1 14, Evin Pelster 0-0 0-0 
0, Brayden Burenheide 0-0 0-0 0, 
Jarek Erickson 6-11 3-4 16, Taylor 
Beckman 0-1 0-0 0, Max Henn 2-6 
0-2 4, Dylan Kolm 5-6 0-0 11, Trey 
Rittscher 0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 
21-47 4-7 53. Three point shots — 
Wolfpack 7-17 (Kallhoff 3, Hoefer 
2, Erickson 1, Kolm 1). CWC team 
totals: 13-52 3-4 35. Three-point 
shots — CWC 6-22.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 33 (Erickson 12, Kallhoff 10), 
CWC 29. Assists — Wolfpack 12 
(Erickson 6). Steals — Wolfpack 5 
(Henn 2). Turnovers — Wolfpack 9, 
CWC 8.

Second half surge downs Renegades 53 to 35

Veik qualifies for state wrestling tournament in Omaha
144 — Champ. Round 1 - Cael-

en Wipf (Weeping Water) 40-10 
won by fall over Gavin Kallhoff 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 1-12 
(Fall 1:10); Cons. Round 2 - 
Ethan Coufal (Howells-Dodge) 
24-24 won by fall over Kallhoff 
(Fall 2:19)

150 — Champ. Round 1 - Luke 
Shoemaker (Central Valley) 32-
14 won by fall over Landon Kall-
hoff (Elgin Public/Pope John) 
2-20 (Fall 0:25); Cons. Round 
2 - Kallhoff won by fall over 
Trace Kaupp (North Central) 
3-28 (Fall 1:32); Cons. Round 3 - 
Tagen Kramer (West Holt) 5-20 
won by fall over Kallhoff (Fall 
1:34)

165 — Champ. Round 2 - 
Landyn Veik (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 27-10 won by fall 
over William Pace (Winside) 
9-19 (Fall 5:55); Quarterfinal - 
Veik won by fall over Hunter 
Gall (Clarkson/Leigh) 21-24 
(Fall 5:58); Semifinal - Keegan 
Poppe (Wisner-Pilger) 41-7 won 
by decision over Veik (Dec 
4-1; Cons. Semi - Veik won by 
decision over Joseph Ducker 

(Arcadia/Loup City) 35-12 (Dec 
1-0); 3rd Place Match - Veik 
won by fall over Valen Searight 
(Lutheran High Northeast) 37-15 

(Fall 4:46)
215 — Champ. Round 1 - 

Cayden Burns (Central Valley) 
18-24 won by fall over Justice 

Blecher (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) 18-20 (Fall 3:19); Cons. 
Round 2 - Aiden Gallop (Luther-
an High Northeast) 26-21 won 

Wolfpack wrestlers (clockwise 
from lower left) competing at the 
Class D District 3 wrestling tour-
nament at Greeley Friday and Sat-
urday were Grady Drueke, Landon 
Kallhoff, Landyn Veik, Justice Blech-
er and Gavin Kallhoff.

E-R photos/D&L Morgan

Senior Taylor Beckman (22) had a good look at the basket on this play 
during first half action against CWC last week.

E-R photo/DMorgan




