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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Proceedings — Village Board of Bartlett
Proceedings — The Elgin City Council 
Proceedings — The Antelope County 

Board of Equalization
Proceedings — The Antelope County 

Board of Commissioners
Notice of Delinquent Taxes — Antelope 

County Treasurer
Notice of Liquor License Hearing — 

City Limits
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Jerry Benda presented ‘Quilt 
of Valor
See page 16

Kittelson, Schmitt share
stories of cardiac rehab
See pages 7 & 8

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Feb 8	 65	 30	 .00
Feb 9	 72	 31	 .00
Feb 10	 45	 19	 .00
Feb 11	 50	 28	 .00
Feb 12	 65	 26	 .00
Feb 13	 67	 37	 .00
Feb 14	 67	 24	 .00
Total for last week		  0.00
Total for February		  0.00 
Total precipitation 2026		  0.14

The high temperature last week 
was 72 degrees recorded on Monday, 
February 9. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 19 degrees recorded 
on Tuesday, February 10. 

Altogether, no precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief
Community center

initiates $16,500
fund drive

Second handicapped entry needed.
A fund drive has begun for nec-

essary repairs/improvements at the 
Elgin Community Center.

According to center manager Jan-
na Schrunk, the building is in need 
of a second handicap-accessible entry 
door for its south entrance door at the 
ramp. 

“Pretty much everybody comes in 
through the south door,” she said. 
“Everyone now parks on the south 
side (of the center) because of the 
highway traffic.”

Additionally, a new opening mech-
anism is needed for the main front 
entrance door plus repair work needs 
to be done to the south exterior of the 
brick building. 

Then on Monday, a new item was 
added. 

“We’re including a mini-split (heat-
ing/air conditioning unit) for the food 
storage area,” said Schrunk.

The current dollar need is approxi-
mately $16,500.

Also, the center is making Wednes-
day meal deliveries to our neighbors 
in Petersburg. Until the end of Febru-
ary, the center is delivering hot, deli-
cious meals to the Petersburg fire hall 
on Wednesdays where those who have 
called in for a meal can pick them up. 
If enough interest is indicated (min-
imum of 10 meals), the center would 
be able to continue the Petersburg 
deliveries - and would work on adding 
more days of the week. For more 
information on meals from the center 
(or to reserve your meal - before 9:30 
a.m. of the day you wish to eat), call 
the center at 402-843-5757.

This week, I would like to high-
light a number of the proposals 
that have been introduced this ses-
sion that have the intent of reduc-
ing property taxes. Both the Edu-
cation Committee and the Revenue 
Committee have begun to hold 
public hearings on these measures 
now that there has been some time 
for agencies and groups to analyze 
many of the different measures.

LB1182 and LB1183 represent the 
two components of the so-called 
Apple Tax Plan that is sponsored by 
the group known as Advocates for 
All Nebraskans. LB1182 would es-
tablish a statewide 
minimum base sal-
ary of $50,000 for 
all full-time cer-
tificated teachers, 
regardless of ex-
perience or educa-
tional attainment, 
beginning in the 
2027-28 school year. 
This new funding 
system is intend-
ed to ensure that a 
majority of school 
funding is directly tied to teacher 
salaries and student needs, thereby 
reducing reliance on local proper-
ty taxes for operational expenses. 
LB1183 would reduce the taxable 
valuation for all property types to 
50 percent of their market value. 
Specifically, residential and com-
mercial property would be taxed at 
50 percent of market value (down 
from 100 percent) while agricul-
tural and horticultural properties 
would be taxed at 37.5 percent of 
market value (down from 75 per-
cent).

LR292CA would change how 
property taxes are calculated. The 
measure would establish two sep-
arate values for property: a “fair 
market value” set by county asses-
sors, and a “taxable market value” 
based on the purchase price of the 
property. Under the proposal, the 
taxable value of the property would 
only increase by the rate of infla-
tion until the property is sold.

LR317CA and LB1219 would both 
limit the total amount of annual 
property taxes that may be levied 
by any political subdivision to 2 
percent plus real growth.

LB1244 and LB1257 would elimi-
nate sales tax exemptions on a wide 
range of goods and services with 
the intention that any such revenue 
be directed towards property tax 
relief. A similar bill LB1109 would 
repeal or otherwise eliminate vari-
ous tax credits and tax exemptions 
with the same intention to bring in 
additional revenue for property tax 
relief.

LB990 would specify that the 
$750 million in property tax credits 
provided for under the provisions 
of the School District Property Tax 
Relief Act be distributed to only the 
real property owned by Nebraska 
resident individuals as defined in 
state law. Currently, property tax 
credits provided under the School 
District Property Tax Relief Act 
are distributed to property owners 
regardless if such individuals live 
and reside in Nebraska.

LB1038 seeks to drive down 

DeKay breaks
down bills
to reduce

property taxes

State Senator
Barry DeKay

See TAXES, Page 3 ▶

Wolfpack girls basketball coach Randy Eisenhauer has 
once again gotten his team poised to make a postseason run 
towards Lincoln.

The team begins play at the subdistrict at Bloomfield. 
They take on Plainview Tuesday night (too late for press 
time).

When the Wolfpack’s season winds down, Coach Eisen-
hauer won’t yet be done with basketball.

His basketball season won’t come to an end til July 22, 
2026 as it was announced last week that he has been chosen 
to serve as an assistant coach for the Nebraska Coaches 
Association (NCA) Girls All-Star game.

The selection process is one whereby coaches are nomi-
nated by their peers. 

Then the NCA Sports Advisory Committee reviews the 
nominations and makes their selections. Among the crite-
ria the committee considers are coaching records, career 
statistics and longevity.

Eisenhauer said when he received notification that he 
would be on the bench for the all-star game, “I was on cloud 
nine.

“It’s an honor and something that I’m really proud of, but 
I don’t get there without all the teams that I’ve had which 
had a lot of talent.”

The Wolfpack basketball program has stood out as one of 
the best in northeast Nebraska for close to two decades. 

“We’ve got a pretty good program going here.”
Since 2009, he said the Wolfpack have had only one losing 

record. 
Also, there’s only been one season, he said, that the team 

hasn’t won more than 13 games.
“I’ve been fortunate in my career,” he said.
After coaching in the July game, it will be seven years 

before he can be considered again for the all-star game 
which brings together the best players from Class A down 
to Class D2.

Chosen by his peers in the coaching profession, EPPJ Girls Bas-
ketball Coach Randy Eisenhauer will be an assistant coach at the 
Nebraska Coaches Association Girls All-Star Basketball game in 
July.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Eisenhauer chosen to coach at NCA All-Star game 

Meeting last week, the District #18 
Board of Education handled several big 
dollar items during a meeting which 
lasted just over one hour.

The school board voted to approve 
a new two-year contract for K-12 
Principal Greg Wemhoff. First hired 
when Dan Polk was superintendent, 
Wemhoff has one of the longest tenures 
among school administration person-
nel across the Niobrara Valley Confer-
ence.

Wemhoff awarded new two-year contract
The board voted 5-0 (board member 

Luke Hinkle was absent) to approve a 
new two-year contract beginning with 
the 2026-2027 school year. The first 
year of the contract will pay Wemhoff 
just over $109,200. The salary will rise 
to just under $112,000 for the 2027/2028 
school year.

The other big dollar item didn’t 
involve school personnel, but rather 
school funds. The board approved a 
transfer of $350,000 from the general 

fund to an interest-bearing account at 
Great Plains State Bank in Petersburg. 
The vote was 4-0 with board member 
Todd Heithoff abstaining.

The other item of note from the 
meeting was the school calendar. The 
board approved the school calendar for 
the 2026/2027 school year. Important 
dates to know are:

• The first day of school will be Aug. 
13.

See SCHOOL, Page 2 ▶

Drueke, Veik
headed to state
wrestling meet
ELGIN — Two Wolfpack boys wres-

tlers will get their chance to compete 
amongst the best this week at the 
NSAA Class D State Wrestling Tour-
nament.

Scheduled to begin Thursday in 
Omaha, Wolfpack seniors Landyn Veik 
and Grady Drueke will seek to etch 
their names among the best in Wolf-
pack history. To do so won’t be easy 
nor would they have it any other way.

Veik, the district champion at 165 
pounds, will open his medal quest 
against Stratton Sellin of Winside. 
Veik will take a 30-7 record into the 
match. Sellin, a junior, qualified for 
state with a 34-15 record. The winner 
will advance to the quarterfinals 
where he will face the winner of Heath 
Henson (SEM)/Brecklyn Collins 
(NPSP). 

Drueke will take a 27-16 record into 
his first round match. Having finished 
third at the D3 district tournament, 
he will face Pleasanton junior Sawyer 
Gillming. Having finished second in 
the D1 district tournament Saturday, 
Gillming will bring a 32-16 record into 
the match. The winner will advance 
later in the day to take on the winner 
of the Jarrett Wells (Anselmo-Merna)/
Micah Gerlach (Cambridge) in the 
quarterfinals.

Based on their efforts at Shelby this 
past weekend, both Veik and Drueke 
have an excellent opportunity to both 
bring home medals as coaches Mike 
Zegers, Adam Veik, Shane Beckman 
and Cole Haddix will be sure to have 
them ready to compete

Landyn Veik defeated William Pokorny to win the district title at 165 pounds. Pokorny 
came in to the match with a record of 40-0 and a #1 ranking in Class D.

E-R photo/DMorgan
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School
 ◀ FROM Page 1

• Christmas break will run 
from Dec. 22 through Jan. 4.

• Graduation day for the class 
of 2027 will be Saturday, May 8.

In other action:
New helmets — The Wolfpack 

varsity football team will be 
donning new football helmets 
when they take the field for the 
2026 season. The board ap-
proved the purchase of 40 new 
helmets, splitting costs with 
Pope John. 

Shop at Home!
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Sixty Years Ago    	     February 24, 1966

Clearwater edged Elgin high in the final minutes of the Dist. 10 
Class D semi-finals here Tuesday night and St. Boniface won easily 
over Petersburg St. John. Finals will be held here Thursday night 
at 8 p.m. with St. Boniface meeting Clearwater for the title.

Miss Ruth Cleary of Elgin became the bride of James L. Haus-
mann Saturday, Feb. 19, 1966. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alex Cleary of Atkinson, formerly of Elgin and the bride-
groom is son of Mrs. Leo Hausmann of Elgin.

Mrs. Bertha C. Mignery, 86, of Elgin passed away Tuesday, Feb. 
22, 1966 in the Tilden Community Hospital, where she had been 
hospitalized for 16 days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore (Dick) Hoefer who were married 65 years 
on Feb. 18, 1966 were honored on Sunday, Feb. 20 in the K.C. Hall. 
There were 150 guests who called during the afternoon. Mrs. Her-
man Starman was in charge of the gift table.

Trooper Roy W. Van Winkle, 30, of the Nebraska Safety Patrol 
is a native of Ord. He graduated from Ord High School and worked 
as a truck driver before joining the Patrol August 1, 1964. He was 
assigned to Plainview where he and his wife Patricia reside.      

Fifty Years Ago 	   February 18, 1976

Pope John High School’s Homecoming King and Queen for 
1976 were crowned Sunday night during festivities held in the St. 
Boniface Gym. Receiving this distinct honor was the couple of Jay 
Pelster, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Pelster, and Pam Dinslage, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Dinslage.

Michael Seier of Neligh suffered cuts and bruises and is pres-
ently hospitalized at Neligh following a one-vehicle accident 2 1/2 
miles north of here around 9:30 Sunday night. The 1975 Ford pick-
up driven by Michael Seier is reported to have been traveling north 
when he lost control. The pickup was reported by the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s office to have been a total loss.

On February 13 and 14 the Crusaders competed in the District 
Tournament in Pender. Out of five wrestlers that made it to the 
semi-finals, Dale Schindler (138) finished third and Steve Beckman 
(112) finished fourth. They will represent the Crusaders at the state 
meet on February 19, 20 and 21 in Lincoln.

Kenneth Bergstrom, who has served as chairman of the Elgin 
Village Board of Trustees for many years, has filed for re-election 
to the board. His term expires this year. 

Roy Edward Bailey, son of William Gurley and Sarah Leap Bai-
ley, was born June 17, 1888, at Armstorng, IA., and departed this 
life Feb. 10, 1976 at his farm home near here, at the age of 87 years, 
seven months, and 23 days.             

Thirty Years Ago 	 February 21, 1996

Elgin received only a trace of precipitation during the week of 
Feb. 13-19, and temperatures remained mild through most of the 
week. The high for the week was 67 degrees and the low for the 
week was six degrees.

Shari Childers of Elgin was elected president of District 2, 
Nebraska Junior American Legion Auxiliary on Sunday, Feb. 18, 
at the convention held at the Chambers American Legion. Shari is 
the daughter of Neil and Doris Childers, and is a seventh grader at 
Elgin Public Schools.

Pat Stuhr of Petersburg is currently serving as a Wayne State 
College tour guide. Stuhr is the son of Ken and Joan Stuhr of Pe-
tersburg. He is a sophomore majoring in physical education with a 
minor in athletic training and coaching. 

Due to a recent resignation, there is an opening for one member 
on the Elgin Volunteer Fire Department. Anyone interested in 
applying for the position is invited to pick up an application form at 
Elgin City Hall. 

Twenty Years Ago 	 February 22, 2006

Inducted into the Pope John Chapter of National Honor Society 
Tuesday morning were Danielle Kuhlman, Paige Dinslage, Mikay-
la Brune, Christine Seier, Kayleigh Brungardt, Juliann Starman 
and Jessica Bartak.

Ben Beckman, a junior at Elgin High School, has earned a sec-
ond place award in the High School Youth Forum conducted by the 
North American Society for Range Management. 

For the first time in several years, Pope John Central Catholic 
wrestlers returned from the Class D State Tournament without a 
medal. It was a very tough state meet for Pope John juniors Luke 
Beckman (112) and Andrew Childers (119) who came out of the Dis-
trict Tournament with first and second place medals.

By Reese Stuhr

Finding fulfillment outside of work

Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Many of us must work simply 
to make ends meet. Some lucky 
individuals have found some-
thing they truly love to do, and 
they get immense joy and find 
fulfillment in their professions. 
Some of us, however, must find 

fulfillment outside of the work-
place.

Don’t get me wrong, I do 
enjoy my job (at least parts 
of it). However, it doesn’t “fill 
my cup”, if you will. 
It’s not often I leave 
completely content 
and satisfied. I enjoy 
the days I get to help 
customers, solve a 
unique problem, or 
do something fun 
with my teammates. I 
enjoy using my brain 
and feeling valued 
for my contributions. 
There are times, how-
ever, that I don’t have 
enough to keep me 
busy or I’m working 
on something mun-
dane, so I need other 
things to fill me up.

When not at work, I find joy 
in giving piano lessons, work-

ing part-time at our church, and 
writing this column (obviously). 
Both playing piano and writing 
are creative outlets for me. It’s 
soothing and a way to use a 

different skillset and 
part of my brain. It 
gives me immense 
joy to not only play, 
but to teach others. 
And writing gives me 
joy because I’m shar-
ing my thoughts and 
ideas with others.

Working at the 
church is also fulfill-
ing because I know 
I’m doing something 
to help further God’s 
kingdom. I enjoy be-
ing involved, singing 
with the praise team, 
praying with others, 

and working as the 
Stewardship Director. That role 
helps me to discipline believers 
in the joys of giving back to 
God with our time, money, and 
talents.

I’ve taken back up reading 
this past year as well and it’s 
so nice when I get to delve into 
a good book and lose all sense 
of time. Fantasy fiction novels 
have become my favorite, where 
I’m immersed in another world 
with characters that aren’t like 
me or my life. Sometimes they 
have cool powers or magic, 
other times they ride dragons 
(life goals), or there are these 
epic battles. There are times 
when I have to make myself stop 
reading because I know I need 
to go to sleep.

My husband and I also enjoy 
playing strategic board games, 
a passion we’ve passed on to 
our children. Sometimes we’ll 
get together with other friends 
to play, or we will just play 
together, and if we’re feeling 
really patient we play as a 
family. Patience is the key here 
because fights often break out, 
or attention spans are limited, 
so we have to be in the right 
frame of mind to play altogeth-
er. Sometimes I’ll just play 
one-on-one with one of the kids, 
which tends to be easier. The 
important thing is finding the 
things that give you joy in this 
life. I envy the people who love 
gardening because I have a bit 
of a black thumb and tend to kill 
all plant life. But some people 
thoroughly enjoy it and swear it 
is therapeutic.  I’ll have to take 
their word for it. Others enjoy 
cooking, or baking. Not all of us 
are excited to go to work each 
and every day and it’s import-
ant to not let work consume 
us. We should have passions 
outside of the workplace that we 
can either share with others or 
just give us pleasure.

The Bartlett Lions Club held 
a meeting Thursday, February 
12 in the old fire hall at 7 p.m.  
Ten members were present.  The 
Ground Hog supper expenses 
and proceeds were discussed. A 
discussion was held in regards 
to raising the supper prices. No 
decision was made.  

The Easter Egg Hunt will be 
held the afternoon of April 4.  

Members will fill the Easter 
bags with candy at the March 
meeting.  Patty Collins will 
again purchase the candy with 
the Lions Club providing the 
funding.  

Members voted to give $50 
to the Wheeler Central Booster 
Club for Prom this year.

Membership dues are due in 
April. 

Recent final scores of  Cham-
bers/Wheeler Central varsity 
basketball games:  

Friday, February 13 at Neligh 
- Boys CWC 56, Neligh/Oakdale 
43, Girls Neligh/Oakdale 52, 
CWC 25.

By Sherry Tetschner

Bartlett Bits

property taxes in higher levy school districts by increasing state 
funding of those schools. This would be done by changing several 
mechanisms of TEEOSA, including dropping the maximum levy 
rate from $1.05 to $0.50 per $100 of taxable valuation, instituting 
a $0.30 base levy adjustment, repurposing the property tax cred-
its authorized under the Property Tax Credit Act and the School 
District Property Tax Relief Act, and maintaining school district 
general fund levy rates within a $0.20 range by using existing state 
resources. 

The Legislature is now approaching the half-way mark of this 
current 60-day legislative session. As public hearings begin to 
wrap up, the introducing senators will work with the legislative 
committees on amendments to try and address any identified is-
sues brought up by testifiers. Next week is the deadline for sena-
tors and committees to designate their priority bills for the session. 
Once all of those designations have been set, it will become clearer 
which property tax proposals and other pieces of legislation will 
likely be advanced to the floor and debated later in this session. 

Taxes
 ◀ FROM Page 1
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
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ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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Editor’s note: Opinions expressed here  
are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

Can we all agree on one thing?
Seeing Americans shot and killed on 

American streets by fellow Americans 
is not at all good.

I’ve purposely waited to write about 
the killing of two people on the streets 
of Minneapolis by agents of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
and U.S. Border Patrol to allow more 
information to come out.

There was quite a rush to judgment 
in both cases. Renee Good, who was 
shot and killed a month ago, was imme-
diately labeled a “domestic terrorist” 
who “ran over” a federal agent. 

Just after Alex 
Pretti was gunned 
down on Jan. 24, 
federal leaders 
said that he had 
approached Border 
Patrol agents with 
a 9mm semi-au-
tomatic handgun 
and had “violently 
resisted” when 
agents sought to 
disarm him. 

Video of both 
incidents tended 
to dispel those 
accounts. (There 

was also video of a previous incident in 
which Pretti had kicked out a taillight 
of a federal vehicle and spit at officers. 
Why wasn’t he arrested then?)

Were both shootings justified? Did 
officers act in self defense?

Guidelines for the Department of 
Homeland Security state that lethal 
force should be used only if there is 
a “reasonable belief” of an imminent 
threat of death or serious injury to 
officers. 

Those guidelines also say an officer 
should not shoot into a moving vehicle 
(probably better to get a license plate 
number and track that person down 
later) and that standing in front of a 
vehicle is a bad idea.

We all have our opinions (and this 
column isn’t going to change any). But 
these are questions best decided by a 
jury. 

Sadly, federal officers are protected 
against lawsuits in most instances 
and these questions likely won’t get to 
court.

A buddy, who was equally horrified 
by the killings, said that Good would 
likely still be alive if she had gotten out 
of her car. 

Pretti, he speculated, would not 
have been slain if he hadn’t intervened 
when an agent pushed a fellow anti-ICE 
protester to the ground.

Ok, sure. But does blocking a street 
with your car, or trying to help up a 
woman from a snowy sidewalk justify 

the death penalty?
Let’s hope not.
We’ve heard now that ICE will with-

draw most of its forces in Minneapolis, 
and will take a less aggressive and 
less confrontational approach in the 
future, sending out pairs of officers 
to apprehend specifically identified 
targets. 

If true, that’s a much better ap-
proach than swarming dozens of 
agents down public streets – not the 
best way to promote peace and safety 
in neighborhoods.

I’ve covered law enforcement agen-
cies over the years, and the officers 
and troopers I knew were profession-
als who wanted things done right, and 
were in the profession for the right 
reasons. 

They were also trained to avoid 
using deadly force, and deploy de-esca-
lation techniques first.

When there was a fatal shooting 
by an officer, an outside agency, with 
a perception of independence, would 
review the incident and issue a report.

Any legitimate agency that had two 
officer-involved fatal shootings in the 

space of a few days as in Minneapolis, 
would take a pause, review its pro-
cedures and ask “can’t we do our job 
without killing people?”

Federal immigration officials even-
tually did that, but it took way too long 
for common sense to prevail.

Now there’s calls for ICE agents to 
stop wearing bandanas over their faces 
(like some terrorist group), to wear 
body cameras, and clearly identify 
themselves with a name tag. All good 
ideas in a country where there are con-
stitutional rights against unreasonable 
search and seizure.

When the Minneapolis occurred, I 
wondered “are agents properly trained 
in crowd control?” How about de-esca-
lation? 

Right now, ICE is rushing to hire 
10,000 new agents, doubling its ranks -- 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

a rush that has led to lowering fitness, 
education and age requirements, and 
cutting training time in half. Not wise.

Like a lot of people, I’m OK with 
deporting the “worst of the worst” – 
serious criminals.

But what federal authorities have 
been doing, in too many instances, has 
gone way beyond that. And the conse-
quences have been deadly.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. Prior to his retirement, he 
was senior contributor with the Nebras-
ka Examiner. 

He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

For many Nebraskans, parenthood 
brings both immense joy and real chal-
lenges every day. As a father of two, I 
can say without hesitation that there is 
no greater calling in life than being a 
parent. While fatherhood has been one 
of the greatest blessings in my life, it is 
unrealistic to say it is not challenging. 

Perhaps no one understands this re-
ality better than new parents. Between 
sleepless nights, frequent doctor visits, 
and the endless list of baby supplies, 
families are also forced to think ahead. 
In turn, tough questions quickly arise: 
How will they pay for childcare? What 
is their plan for college? Can they 
prepare for the future while managing 
today’s expenses? 

Republicans passed the Working 
Families Tax Cuts to help address 
those challenges and give families 
new tools to turn 
their concerns into 
opportunity. For 
new parents, a real 
game-changer is the 
Trump Investment 
Account. Now every 
newborn American 
has the opportunity 
to receive a $1,000 
federal contribution 
in a tax-advantaged 
account created in 
their name, with 
parents serving as 
custodians until 
age 18. Families 
also have the ability 
to contribute up to $5,000 each year, 
creating a savings foundation with 
decades to grow. 

Even without additional contribu-
tions, the administration projects that 
a $1,000 investment will grow signifi-
cantly over time, reaching approxi-
mately $6,000 by age 18, $15,000 by age 
27, and more than $240,000 by age 55. 
That early start can make a meaning-
ful difference when it comes to college, 
homeownership, or retirement. 

But the benefits of the Working 
Families Tax Cuts do not stop there. 
This tax season, nearly $100 billion in 
additional tax refunds are projected, 
with the average family of four receiv-
ing about $4,000, almost $1,000 more 
compared to last year.

By permanently doubling the stan-
dard deduction—the filing method 
used by 90 percent of taxpayers—we 
not only simplified tax filing, but we 
ensured that more money stays where 
it belongs: in family budgets. We also 
permanently expanded the child tax 
credit to $2,200 per child, indexed to 
inflation, to make parenting more 
affordable.  

Together, these changes prevented a 

Creating
opportunities

for Nebraska’s
next generation

In a rush to deport more immigrants, 
there have been deadly consequences

Bloat and waste have no place in your family’s 
budget, and they shouldn’t find a place in the 
state’s budget either. Nebraskans believe in a gov-
ernment that lives within its means – efficiently 

and effectively serving its 
people.

With an overall $22+ bil-
lion budget, across 79 state 
agencies, over 510 separate 
budget programs, and 900 
cash funds – not to mention 
industry jargon about Fore-
casting Board predictions, 
bienniums, earmarks, and 
reserves – there’s a lot going 
on. I wanted to write today 
to help share some truth 
about the state’s financial 
position. 

Simply, Nebraska’s fiscal 
health is beyond question. 

While a few loud Debbie 
Downers breathlessly traffic doomsday narra-
tives, today, the State of Nebraska has over $1.4 
billion in the bank and the highest credit rating 

in our history. 
We’re stable, growing, and our economy is 

competing on a national scale. Recently released 
data from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 
shows that Nebraska posted some of the stron-
gest Q3 economic numbers in the country. We 
beat the national average and earned a spot in 
the top quarter of states for GDP increases – and 
we came in at #2 nationally for personal income 
growth. 

Yet more national data shows that we’ve 
successfully stemmed the tide of out-migration, 
posting the lowest number of people leaving the 
state since 2010.

These successes don’t happen overnight and 
speak to the common-sense, living-within-your-
means approach to business and government 
Nebraskans believe in. 

Since last summer, I’ve spent countless hours 
with my Cabinet leaders taking a business-mind-
ed approach to reviewing the State’s budget – line 
by line – to find inefficiencies and waste.

Philosophically, I believe smaller government 
better serves Nebraskans. Practically, that 
means the State of Nebraska needs to balance 

its books. This legislative session, we’re going 
to fill the Forecasting Board’s projected budget 
shortfall by creating a leaner, more efficient gov-
ernment while still delivering the high-quality 
services Nebraskans depend on.

In this Administration, we’re running govern-
ment like a business – building a pro-enterprise 
climate, with a whole lot less regulatory red tape 
and a culture of fiscal conservatism that believes 
in decreasing spend and increasing accountabil-
ity. 

We already have major advantages for anybody 
considering doing business here: 

Abundant, cheap, and reliable power – through 
public power, Nebraskans save $1.25 billion

Ranked #1 for best infrastructure – and a 
national transportation hub connected by road 
and rail

America’s hardest-working workforce
An ongoing commitment to reducing the tax 

burden
High quality of life and low cost of living
A pro-business regulatory environment
Nebraska’s right on track. That doesn’t mean 

anyone is satisfied. We have to keep pushing 

forward, as we work to improve the lives of our 
neighbors, both rural and urban. Better afford-
ability and increased opportunity help every Ne-
braska family get ahead and own their own home. 

Recently, joined by a bipartisan group of busi-
ness and community leaders, we announced the 
Grow the Good Life incentive, a robust plan to 
bring more families and high-paying careers to 
turbocharge our already strong economy. 

This groundbreaking effort will be second to 
none, giving businesses of all sizes a significant 
tax credit – 10% for a full decade – when they 
grow their business by bringing NEW, high-pay-
ing careers and people to our state.

This will be one of the most significant people 
and business recruitment tools in state history – 
and will give a boost to all Nebraska businesses 
by bringing new families who will invest in our 
communities, buy more groceries, and support 
local commerce.

Now’s the time to capitalize on Nebraska’s suc-
cess. Our people – the best part of our great state 
– deserve a framework that sets us up to compete 
nationally, beat the market, and keep growing the 
Good Life.

FROM THE 
DESK OF....

Nebraska Governor
Jim Pillen

Pro-business approach is powering Nebraska’s economy

Have an opinion? Express 
it in a ‘Letter to the Editor’
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OBITUARIES
William “Bill” “Getz” Getzfred, 74

December 24, 1951 - February 11, 2026
A 1970 graduate of Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School,  he 
served 35+ years in the U.S. Navy.

William 
“Bill” “Getz” 
Getzfred was 
born Decem-
ber 24, 1951 at 

home in Elgin, NE to Ralph and 
Irene M. (Reicks) Getzfred. He 
grew up with three older broth-
ers and three younger brothers. 
He attended St. Boniface school 
and then Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School in 
Elgin, graduating in 1970, Bill 
attended one year at University 
of Nebraska Lincoln before the 
draft board chased him into 
the Navy like his three older 
brothers.

After Boot camp at NTC San 
Diego, CA and Avionics Class 
“A” School in Millington, TN. 
He then received orders to VA-
195 at NAS Lemoore, CA. He 
decided not to reenlist and came 
back to Nebraska to give UNL 
another try. Within the 2 years 
he was back in the Navy and 
was assigned to NATTC Mill-
ington, TN for Avionics Class 
“C” School.

His operational assignments 
included VA-195 (NAS Lemoore, 
CA), USS Coral Sea (CV-43) 
(NAS Alameda, CA), COM-
CARAIRWING NINE (NAS 
Lemoore, CA), VA-94 (NAS 
Lemoore, CA), VFA-113 (NAS 
Lemoore, CA), and USS Con-
stellation (CV-64) (NAS North 
Island, CA).

Assignments ashore include 
RTC San Diego, CA, NATTC 
Millington, TN. NMPC, (Wash-
ington, DC), VA-122 (NAS 
Lemoore, CA), VFA-125 (NAS 
Lemoore, CA), Commander 
Strike Fighter Wing Pacific 
Fleet (NAS Lemoore, CA), 
Commander Naval Air Forc-
es Pacific Fleet (NAS North 
Island, CA), and VFA-122 (NAS 
Lemoore, CA).

Between Bill’s 35 plus years, 
his four brothers and his wife, 
the family has a combined 112 
years of Naval service.

In April 1982, he married Pa-
tricia O’Toole of Glen Head, NY 
and their son Daniel was born 
in August 1989.

Bill is survived by his wife: 
Patricia of Omaha, NE; son: 
Daniel P. Getzfred and wife: 
Natasha of Kearney, NE; grand-
children: Seth M. and Parker 
L.; brothers: Ronald of Dwight, 
NE and Mark Getzfred and his 
wife: Elizabeth Austin of New 
York, NY; sisters-in-law: Carole 
Getzfred of Elgin, NE, Patricia 
Getzfred of Silver Spring, MD, 
and Betty Getzfred of Elgin, 
NE; nieces: Sara Morris and 
family of Lincoln, NE, Megan 
Furstenau and family of Gret-
na, NE; numerous additional 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents: Ralph and Irene 
Getzfred; brothers: Robert, 
Lawrence, James, and Darrell; 
nephew: Nicholas Getzfred; 
in-laws: John T. And Teresa L. 
O’Toole.

*****
Visitation was held from 9:30-

10:30 AM Tuesday, February 17, 
2026 with Funeral Mass at 10:30 
AM., followed by a luncheon at 
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
7790 S 192nd St Gretna NE. 

Burial will be at 10:00 AM 
Thursday, February 19, 2026 at 
Omaha National Cemetery in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Memorials to Pan Can Action 
Network or Fred & Pamela Buf-
fett Cancer Center UNMC.

Roeder Mortuary, Inc. 
Gretna Chapel 11710 Standing 

Stone - Gretna, NE
402-332-0090

www.RoederMortuary.com

The Elgin Review  •  February 4, 2026

The Elgin Review  •  February 18, 2026

Editor’s note: This week marks the second installment of a 
new series tied to our nation’s 250th birthday in July 2026. 

As time draws near to Celebrate 250 years of Independence, 
it seems appropriate to review the Declaration of Independence 
and to explore the background of those who created and signed 
the most important document in our country’s history. It is writ-
ten by Caroline Epp of Giltner, Nebraska.

*****
Matthew Thornton (1714-1803), born in Ireland, but as a tod-

dler his parents moved to Wiscasset, Maine, then to Worcester, 
Massachusetts where his father educated him for a ‘learned’ 
profession. In his childhood, his family had to escape an Indi-
an attack by canoe. Their house was burnt to the ground.

Matthew chose to be a doctor. His practice, set in Lon-
donderry, New Hampshire, quickly became successful and 
through the trust of the people, he was thrown into limelight 
positions as Justice of Peace and a Colonel in the militia. In 
1745, age 31, Dr. Thornton was appointed as surgeon for a Brit-
ish led 500-troop expedition against a French fortress in Nova 
Scotia. It was a long and dangerous excursion but where only 5 
were lost to sickness under his care. 

Here is a brief rundown of his life activities: 
1758 – elected to the New Hampshire Colonial Assembly
1760 – at age 46 he married Hannah Jack, age 18, and in their 

marriage, had 5 children
1765 – Dr. Thornton prominently stood against the Stamp 

Act, yet the Royal Governor still commissioned him as a Colo-
nel of Militia

1775 – he strongly denounced the tyrannical acts of the 
British Parliament; elected president over the New Hampshire 
Congress when the Royal Governor Wentworth fled; in taking 
that office he stated, “…Duty to God, to ourselves, to poster-
ity…to take up arms in our own defense….to cultivate that 
Christian union, harmony, and tender affection, which is the 
only foundation upon which our invaluable privileges can rest 
with any security, or our public measures be pursued with the 
least prospect of success.” (Lives, Fortunes and Sacred Honor, 
2007 by Mark J. Cole) By the end of 1775 Thornton was the pres-
ident of a 5-man committee drafting the 1st state constitution 
of the colonies for New Hampshire - adopted January 5,1776; he 
also was put on the Committee of Safety as chair -  the commit-
tee being key to freedom.

1776 – under the newly adopted constitution of New Hamp-
shire, Thornton was elected to the new state legislature, 
continuing on to be elected as Speaker; though debates were 
completed over the Declaration of Independence, most sign-
ing on August 2, 1776, he was chosen as a delegate from New 
Hampshire to the Continental Congress, taking his seat 
November 4, 1776; with insistence, his name was added, risking 
life and good fortune

1776-1782 – appointed to the Court of Common Pleas - consid-
ered the superior court of New Hampshire; for a time, hold-
ing the Chief Justice seat while never receiving formal legal 
education.

1803 – at age 89 Dr. Thornton passed away. His gravestone 
inscribed, “Honest Man.”

Rev. Dr. Burnap spoke these words at his funeral: “He was 
venerable for his age, and skilled in his profession, and for the 
several very important and honorable offices he had sus-
tained; noted for the knowledge he had acquired, and his quick 
penetration into matters of abstruse speculation; exemplary 
for his regard for the public institutions of religion, and for his 
consistency in attending the public worship, where he trod the 
courts of the house of God, with steps tottering with age and 
infirmity. 

The men who signed the
Declaration of  Independence

It Pays to Advertise!
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2026 MEETING 
THE DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEB. 10, 2026 MEETING 
THE ANTELOPE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD
Regular Meeting

EPS Distance Learning Room
February 11, 2026, 7:00 PM

President Lisa Welding called 
the regular February Meeting to 
order at   7:03 p.m.  The board 
members present were Eric Beck-
man, Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, 
Todd Heithoff and Lisa Welding. 
Also present were Superintendent 
Mike Brockhaus and Principal Greg 
Wemhoff. Luke Hinkle was absent. 

Todd Heithoff motioned, and 
Ron Bode seconded to excuse 
Luke Hinkle from the meeting. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.      

The school board meeting notice 
complied with the Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07.  Posting was done 
on the High School building win-
dow and post office bulletin board.

Eric Beckman motioned and 
Steve Busteed second to approve 
the Consent Agenda: #4- Minutes 
of Previous Meeting, #5 - Adopt 
the Agenda, #6- Financial Report, 
#7 - Board Bills. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried. 

AED Market, 495.00; APPEARA, 
511.39; APPLIED CONNECTIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES, 2,625.50; Bauer 
Welding and Repair, 75.00; BECK-
MAN LUMBER, INC, 148.60; Bish-
op Business, 446.39; Boys Town 
Press, 1,113.97; Bud’s Sanitary Ser-
vice, LLC, 100.00; CITY OF ELGIN, 
901.60; Coffee House Cafe, 350.81; 
COR Therapeutic Services, LLC, 
2,475.00; CORNER SERVICE AND 
TIRE, 1,308.20; DEAN’S MAR-
KET, 111.07; EAKES OFFICE PLUS, 
1,816.96; EDpuzzle, Inc., 13.50; EL-
GIN BODY & GLASS, 40.00; EL-
GIN ONE-STOP, 2,045.62; ELGIN 
REVIEW, THE, 380.55; ESU #8, 
40,443.05; ESU COORDINATING 
COUNCIL, 311.61; GO Physical 
Therapy, 4,060.10; Great Amer-
ica Financial Services, 2,130.23; 
GREAT PLAINS COMM., INC., 
337.41; ISLAND SUPPLY WELD-
ING, 148.80; JAN X, 504.32; KSB 
SCHOOL LAW PC LLO, 172.00; 
LINCOLN MARRIOT CORNHUSK-
ER, 129.50; MENARDS, 227.39; 
OLSON’S PEST TECHNICIANS, 
110.00, ONESOURCE, 29.50; PIZ-
ZA RANCH, 286.00; PRECISION 
REPAIR, LLC, 155.59; RASMUS-
SEN MECHANICAL SERVICES, 
1,139.35; U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, 
5.22; UNIVERSITY OF NEBRAS-
KA AT KEARNEY, 250.00; VEIK, 
ADAM, 36.26; VERIZON WIRE-
LESS, 65.16; WAGEWORKS, INC., 
144.50

Fund Number, 65,645.15
There were no visitors at the 

meeting.
In the Committee reports, 

changes to the committee’s as-
signments were handed out. There 
were no reports from standing 
committees.

In the principal’s report, Princi-
pal Wemhoff reported on previous 
activities and the upcoming activ-
ities. 

Supt. Brockhaus gave an up-
date on the legislative session as it 
progresses. Also reported that the 
Capital Forum will go forward and 
Mr. Callahan and students will still 
attend. Also reported on projects 
around campus that are needing 
done. 

In action items, Todd Heithoff 
motioned to approve the princi-
pal’s contract for $109,210.89 for 
the 2026-2027 and $111,941.16 for 
the 2027-2028 school year. Sec-
onded by Ron Bode. Vote 5-0, mo-
tion carried. 

Steve Busteed motioned, Eric 
Beckman seconded to approve 
the transfer of $350,000 from the 
general fund to an interest-bearing 
account at Great Plains State bank. 
Vote 4-0, Heithoff abstained. Mo-
tion carried. 

Heithoff motioned, Beckman 
seconded to approve the offering 
of teacher contracts for the 2026-
2027 school year. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.   

Motion to approve the 2026-
2027 school calendar was mo-
tioned by Ron Bode, seconded by 
Steve Busteed. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried. 

Heithoff motioned, Bode sec-
onded to approve the second read-

ing of the NASB recommended 
policies 718.00 Fiscal Management 
internal controls and Policy 802.07 
School Food Procurement. Vote 
5-0, motion carried. 

Motion to approve sidewalk im-
provement project was tabled. 

Steve Busteed motioned, and 
Heithoff  seconded, accepting 
the bid from BSN Sports amount-
ing to $14,408.90 for acquiring 40 
new Wolfpack football helmets. 
The cost is shared equally be-
tween Pope John and Elgin Public 
Schools, with each school contrib-
uting $7,204.45. Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Bode motioned, Heithoff sec-
onded to approve the paper order 
for $3,341.16 from ESUCC Annual 

Buy. Vote 5-0, motion carried. 
In discussion items, the Ameri-

canism Hearing will be before the 
April board meeting. 

Motion by Busteed and second 
by Beckman to adjourn the meet-
ing.  Vote 5-0, motion carried.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on 
March 10, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
EPS Board room.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
-This is a draft copy and does not 

become official Elgin Public Board 
minutes until approved at the next 
regular or advertised meeting.
PUBLISH: February 18, 2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF
LIQUOR LICENSE HEARING
In accordance with State Stat-

utes, Section 53-134, notice is 
hereby given that an application for 
a Class C Liquor License has been 
filed by:

KNBB Enterprise LLC, 
dba City Limits

210 N 2nd Street,
Elgin, Antelope County, 

Nebraska, 68636
with the Nebraska Liquor Control 

Commission.
A hearing has been set for March 

2, 2026, at 7:20 p.m., at the Elgin 
City Hall, at which time all persons 
desiring to give evidence before 
the Elgin City Council in support of 
or protest against the issuance of 
the license, may do so at the time 
of the hearing.

Kristin L. Childers
City Clerk

PUBLISH: February 18, 2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF LIQUOR LICENSE HEARING 
KNBB ENTERPRISE LLC dba CITY LIMITS

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

February 10th, 2026
Vice-chairman opened the 

meeting.  Notice of meeting pub-
lished as required by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the February 3rd, 2026 
Meeting. Janitorial report. Public 
comments.

Discussion and update on the 
Public Defender Contract – no ac-
tion.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AMERITAS ins 

22,408.57; ANTELOPE CO COURT 
ex 89.00; APPEARA ex 80.50; AP-
PLIED CONN TECH ex 5,939.90; 
FIRSTNET ut 637.60; BEAR 
GRAPHICS ex 586.30; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 1,978.25; BCBS 
ins 77,672.33; BOMGAARS ex 
74.97; STEVEN BRIGHT ex 57.93; 
BROGAN & STAFFORD ex 527.90; 
CARNEY LAW ex 7,611.00; CA-
SEYS ex 81.61; CITY OF NELIGH ut 
3,405.63; CITY OF NELIGH-RECY 
ut 1,000.00; CITY OF NORFOLK 
ut 23,815.00; CLERK OF THE DIST 
COURT ex 36.00; CLERK-DIST 
COURT ASSN ex 50.00; JUDITH 
COLE ps 10.00; COLONIAL LIFE 
ins 108.40; COPPLE ROCKEY & 
MCKEEVER ex 2,425.80; CUBBYS 
ex 474.42; DAS STATE ACCT ex 
1,214.60; DRIVERS LIC GUIDE ex 
33.95; DUSTYS ex 714.03; EAKES 
OFC SOL ex 709.30; ELGIN RE-
VIEW ex 471.83; ELITE COURT RE-
PORTING SVC ex 16,941.25; ELITE 
OFC PRODS ex 391.19; KIM ER-
ICKSON ex 1,940.00; FED W/H tax 
12,792.48; FIRST CONCORD ins 
3,802.63; FITZGERALD, VETTER & 
TEMPLE ex 2,611.60; GOV FORMS 
& SUPPLIES ex 193.95; GREAT 
PLAINS COMMS ut 319.53; DAR-
RELL HAMILTON ex 11.00; HEART-
LAND VET CLINIC ex 185.35; 
RICK HOFFMAN ex 195.00; JON-
NY DODGE ex 799.45; KIMBER-
LY YOUNG ex 50.00; KLEIN LAW 
ex 14,203.30; BROOKE KUMM ex 
24.40; LANCASTER CO SHRF ex 
26.92; LIB NATL ins 87.19; LYNN 
PEAVEY CO ex 121.33; MAD CO 
SHRF ex 60.50; MAD NATL LIFE ins 
133.04; MARVIN PLANNING CON-
SULTANTS ex 600.00; MICROFILM 
IMAGING SYSTEMS ex 122.00; 
DUANE MILLER ex 12.00; MIPS ex 
2,732.82; MUTUAL OF OMAHA ins 
992.23; NACO ex 90.00; NATL INS 
SVC ins 58.50; NEBR ASSN OF CO 
CLERK ex 50.00; NEBR DEPT OF 
REV tax 5,664.27; NELIGH AUTO 
& MACHINE ex 3.95; VSP- NACO 
VIS ins 544.57; NCPPD ut 69.62; 
NE COMM COLLEGE ex 400.00; 
O’NEILL SHOPPER ex 181.26; 
LISA PAYNE ex 316.38; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 1,410.50; PITZER DIGITAL 
ex 159.94; QUILL CORP ex 25.99; 
REGION IV ex 2,808.00; JANICE 
RIDDER ps 10.00; ANTELOPE CO 
TREAS ex 300,000.00; SEC NEW-
MA ex 100.00; CAROLINE SIEMS 
ps 25.00; WEX BANK ex 919.20; 
SOC SEC 29,191.88; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 1,236.81; SUN-
FLOWER LAW ex 2,562.50; TRUST-
MARK ex 243.67; ULINE SHIPPING 
ex 802.08; UNIV OF NEBR-LIN-
COLN ut 45.02; VIKING AUTO 
SPRINKLER ex 1,200.00; WA NATL 
INS ins 285.92; WESTERN OIL II 
ex 316.05; DESIRAE WIENEKE ex 
32.50; PAYROLL 148,132.98;

Road/Bridge: AG & IND EQUIP 
ex 308.40; AKRS ex 2,295.31; 
AMERITAS ins 12,590.19; AMH ex 
215.00; APPEARA ex 75.90; FIRST-
NET ut 142.85; ATCO INTERNATL 
ex 295.88; B’S ENT ex 13,973.60; 
BAUER BUILT ex 2,883.08; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 1,897.47; 
BLACKSTRAP TRAILER RE-
PAIR ex 14.71; BCBS ins 60,713.79; 
BOMGAARS ex 3,480.40; CAR-
HART LUMBER ex 18.61; CITY OF 
ELGIN ut 72.10; CITY OF NELIGH 
ut 15.00; CITY OF TILDEN ut 70.85; 
COLONIAL LIFE ins 307.96; CON-
STELLATION ut 540.93; CORN-
HUSKER INTERNATL TRUCK 
ex 615.73; CREDIT MGMT SVCS 
garn 489.66; CUBBYS ex 554.76; 
DIXON CONSTRUCTION ex 
53,893.36; DUSTYS ex 228.52; EL-

GIN ONE STOP ex 126.14; ERPPD 
ut 657.27; ESRI ex 205.48; FARM-
ERS PRIDE ex 16,352.83; FED W/H 
tax 6,537.61; FIRST CONCORD ins 
1,566.42; FRONTIER COMM ut 
730.39; GREAT PLAINS COMMS 
ut 340.99; HUBEL WELDING & 
IRON ex 1,274.98; COLLECTION 
SVC CENTER garn 611.50; ISLAND 
SUPPLY WELDING ex 228.16; JEO 
CONSULTING ex 50,181.25; JON-
NY DODGE ex 962.97; K&S DOOR 
ex 222.00; KAYTON INTERNATL 
ex 2,238.55; LAWSON PRODS ex 
489.44; LAZY T TIRE ex 428.10; LIB 
NATL ins 154.27; LICHTENBERG 
TIRE ex 137.49; MAD NATL LIFE ins 
64.77; MED ENT ex 36.00; ETHANS 
REPAIR ex 580.50; MIDWEST SVC 
& SALES ex 6,860.44; JOSHUA 
MITCHELL ex 143.12; MR S’S ex 
1,213.30; MURPHY TRACTOR ex 
1,739.59; MUTUAL OF OMAHA 
ins 785.38; N&B GAS ex 1,350.00; 
NATL INS SVC ins 56.75; NEBR 
CHILD SUPPORT garn 937.00; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 3,108.25; 
NPPD ut 296.22; NEBR SAFETY 
CENTER ex 165.00; NELIGH AUTO 
ex 434.25; NIRMA ex 702.00; VSP- 
NACO VIS ins 388.28; NMC EXCH 
ex 1,000.38; NCPPD ut 297.60; 
NNTC ut 74.92; QUICK SERVE ex 
129.90; RAZOR TRACK ex 1,225.00; 
RDO TRUCK ex 379.79; ROYAL 
ONE STOP ex 137.28; SAPP BRO 
PETRO ex 4,175.79; WEX BANK ex 
441.65; SOC SEC 17,036.10; SPUD 
CONSTR ex 10,106.88; STEALTH 
BROAD ut 95.75; TRUCK CENTER 
ex 2,178.19; TRUSTMARK ex 340.19; 
TWO RIVERS AUTO PARTS ex 
1,602.03; VILL-BRUNSWICK ut 
59.50; VILL-CLEARWATER ut 
73.50; VILL-ORCHARD ut 83.79; 
WA NATL INS ins 99.60; WEST-
ERN OIL II ex 390.66; 319 GRAPH 
ex 1,860.00; PAYROLL 85,373.35;

County Visitors Promotion: 
ORCHARD POWERLIFTING ex 
350.00;

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
412.08;

Law Enforcement: AED 
BRANDS ex 654.00; AMH FAM 
PRAC ex 240.00; APPLIED CONN 
TECH ex 120.95; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY ut 549.94; CASH-WA 
DISTR ex 1,478.98; CITY- NEL-
IGH ut 2,760.52; CULLIGAN ex 
86.00; APRIL CURTISS ex 45.00; 
ELGIN APPLIANCE ex 274.95; HI-
LAND DAIRY ex 192.33; HILLTOP 
COMM PHARMACY ex 75.88; K&S 
DOOR ex 148.00; MERIT MECH 
ex 2,712.00; NEBR LAW ENF 
TRAIN CENT ex 500.00; O’NEILL 
PEST CONT ex 98.00; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 162.53; SHAFFER COM-
MS ex 60,513.96; THRIFTWAY ex 
1,445.07; TRANE U S ex 16,157.00; 

Commissary: COMBINED 
PUBLIC COMMS ex 625.00; PIN-
NACLE BANK ex 198.30.

Correspondence and receipts 
were reviewed.  Heard 2025 Exten-
sion Report. Heard Weed Depart-
ment update/report.

Approved four (4) liquor license 
renewals. Approved one (1) promo-
tional grant and denied two (2) im-
provement grants.

Heard from Stealth Broadband 
regarding telephone system. No 
action on Great Plains Communi-
cations.

No action taken on air compres-
sor/air maintenance device.

Zoning Administrators Report. 
Approved Administrative Plat.

January’s Sheriff Fee Report. 
Treasurer’s Fund Balance, Treasur-
er’s Miscellaneous Revenue, and 
Treasurer’s Sweep Account State-
ment. Clerk of District Court fee 
report.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved six (6) oversize permits, 
and three (3) Temporary Road Use 
Agreement.

Frontier bill – no action needed.
Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
NEIL WILLIBY

Vice-chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 18, 2026
ZNEZ

Read the Public Notices!

Smith
 ◀ FROM Page 4

$1,700 tax increase for the average working family and helped keep 
nearly $11,000 a year in take-home pay in their pockets. Those big-
ger paychecks make a real difference. Families can use those dol-
lars for immediate needs like groceries, childcare, and unexpected 
expenses, or put them toward their long-term financial goals like 
paying off debt or starting a college fund. 

The Working Families Tax Cuts are about more than a single tax 
season. Bigger paychecks, larger refunds, and Trump Investment 
Accounts help Nebraska families plan with confidence—not just 
for the next year, but for the next generation.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2026 MEETING 
THE VILLAGE OF BARTLETT

VILLAGE OF BARTLETT
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

9 FEBRUARY 2026
The Board Meeting of the Vil-

lage of Bartlett was called to order 
at 7:03 p.m. on February 9th, 2026. 
The meeting met at the Village Of-
fice, 425 Randolph St.  The meeting 
was called to order by Chairman 
Williamson.  The members present 
were Williamson, Nordhues, Tet-
schner, Einspahr and Plugge. Also 
present: Emma Smith, village clerk 
and members of the community.  
Notice of the meeting was given 
in advance by posting at:  Bartlett 
Post Office, WeMart, and Village 
Office. Chairman Williamson pro-
claimed the meetings to be a legal 
meeting and acknowledged that 
the Open Meetings Act was posted 
in the meeting room.

MINUTES:  It was moved by 
Einspahr, seconded by Tetschner 
to approve the January 12, 2026, 
regular meeting minutes.  Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Plugge, Tetschner, Ein-
spahr, Williamson and Nordhues.  
No:  None.  Absent: None.  Ab-
stained:  None.  Motion Carried. 

STREETS: A price check is go-
ing to happen on the spray for dust 
control to put down this spring. 
There was discussion on how no 
de-icing treatment is done cur-

rently. A low spot by the Bartlett 
Church of Faith parking on the 
west side was discussed. Some 
gravel may be put down after the 
situation is looked over. Lastly, the 
board discussed the coating that 
was put down on the refinished 
streets last year. 

WATER: Was discussed. 
SEWER: Was discussed. Jerry 

Koinzan shared concerns over the 
sinkhole on east Main street by the 
sewer lines. The board is planning 
to have someone use a camera to 
see why the sinkhole is occurring. 

USER FEES:  Were discussed. 
Some residents were called in re-
gards to overdue utility bills.

FEBRUARY CLAIMS:  It was 
moved by Einspahr, seconded by 
Plugge to pay all claims except 
those to Mark Nordhues for Pro-
fessional fees of $450. Roll call 
vote:  Yes—Plugge, Tetschner, 
Einspahr, Williamson and Nord-
hues.  No:  None.  Absent: None.  
Abstained:  None.  Motion Carried. 
It was moved by Plugge, seconded 
by Einspahr to pay Mark Nordhues’ 
claim.  Roll call vote:  Yes—Plugge, 
Tetschner, Einspahr and William-
son.  No:  None.  Absent: None.  
Abstained:  Nordhues.  Motion 
Carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Jerry 

Koinzan is going to cut overhang-
ing branches around the town 
streets. He invited the board mem-
bers to his 85th birthday! Trustee 
Einspahr mentioned raising the 
utility rates another 10% to pay for 
the increase in the water operator 
fee and the extra water tests being 
done. It was tabled until the next 
meeting. 

GENERAL: Internal Revenue 
Service, Payroll Taxes, $64.26; Rick 
Custard, Potholes, etc., $45.00; 
NNTC, Internet, telephone, $131.94; 
Elgin Review, Newspaper print-
ing, $57.17; NE Dept of Revenue, 
Sales Tax, $501.91; Cornerstone 
Bank, Checks for general account, 
$239.95; Wheeler Central Schools, 
Tobacco license proceeds, $20.00; 
Sapp Bros, Propane, $713.18; Post-
master, 2 rolls of stamps, $156.00; 
L & L Sanitation, Garbage pick-up, 
$1,742.00; Sherry Tetschner, Board 
Member Expense, $50.00, Kurt 
Einspahr, Board Member Expense, 
$50.00; Mark Nordhues, Board 
Member Expense, $50.00; Scott 
Plugge, Board Member Expense, 
$50.00; Dan Williamson, Board 
Member Expense, $50.00; Emma 
Smith, Stamp for bank account de-
posits, $19.99, Salary, $387.87

TOTAL GENERAL EXPENSES: 
$4,329.27

KENO: Cornerstone Bank, 
Checks for new keno account, 
$91.42

TOTAL KENO EXPENSES: 
$91.42

SEWER: Loup Valley RPPD, 
Utilities, $64.15

TOTAL SEWER EXPENSES: 
$64.15

STREETS: Loup Valley RPPD, 
Utilities, $1,133.99

TOTAL STEET EXPENSES: 
$1,133.99

WATER: Loup Valley RPPD, 
Utilities, $516.50; NE Public Health 
Environmental Lab Water tests, 
$247.00; WeMart, Gas, $39.00; 
Criss Co, Control board on unit 
heater in well house, $137.50; 
Mark Nordhues, Professional Fee, 
$450.00

TOTAL WATER EXPENSES: 
$1,390.00

GRAND TOTAL OF EXPENDI-
TURES: $7,008.83

There being no other business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 
p.m.

The next regular meeting will be 
Monday, March 9th, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m.

Dated this 9th day of February 
2026  
PUBLISH: February 18, 2026
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION

Neligh, Nebraska
            February 10th, 2026	

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved two (2) tax roll correc-
tions.

Approved two (2) real property 
exemption application.

Approved one (1) motor vehicle 
exemptions.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
NEIL WILLIBY

Vice-chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 18, 2026
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FEB. 10, 2026 MEETING 
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Stay Informed by
Reading The Public Notices!
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It’s the moment when an ath-
lete finally realizes his time in 
the spotlight is winding down.

Parents Night turns into 
Senior Night at high schools 
everywhere. Your name is 
announced followed by that of 
parents. They take a few steps 

and pose 
for a photo 
which will 
be posted 
on social 
media and 
printed in 
the home-
town paper.

While 
games 
remain on 
the sched-
ule, it’s the 
last time 
on their 
home court 
to hear the 

cheers from Wolfpack fans who 
recognize four years of hard 
work and success.

There’s little time to ponder 
the thought on the court as 
their game will soon begin. But 
trust me, it will be over way too 
soon, one chapter closes and a 
new one is set to begin.

*****
The signs said it all. Ear-

ly in the first quarter of the 
Wolfpack’s game last week 
against St. Mary’s, senior Jarek 
Erickson wrote his name into 
the Wolfpack record books. He 
became the second player in the 
boys Wolfpack era to surpass 
1,000 points in a career. He did 
it with a free throw.

On a team of players who 
have become pieces to a puzzle 
Erickson stands out because he 
does everything well. He scores 
from outside the arc, he can go 
inside, he rebounds, he passes, 

he plays defense and, when the 
game is on the line, he takes 
over. And, did I say, he’s more 
about team than individual 
honors. To watch him play is to 
watch how basketball should be 
played.

*****
One more item - Coach 

Randy Eisenhauer has earned 
the recognition of his peers 
and its well-deserved. Coach 
E has been chosen to serve 
as an assistant coach for the 
Nebraska Coaches Association 
(NCA) All-Star Girls Basketball 
Game to be played this summer 
in Lincoln. Having eclipsed 
the 300-win plateau just after 
Christmas at Madison, he has 
the Wolfpack in position to 
make a run at a state tourna-
ment berth. 

His style of play, attacking 
the full length of the court on 
offense AND defense, is tough 
to play against it. 

Opponents know when they 
step on the court against the 
Wolfpack, they are in for a fight.

Congratulations Coach E!
*****

It’s not every day I recom-
mend a show for people to watch 
on TV. But Netflix has put 
together a show which deserves 
watching. It’s called “Mira-
cle.” It’s all about the greatest 
moment in U.S. sports history. 
It tells the story about the U.S. 
hockey team defeating the 
Soviet Union in the 1980 Winter 
Olympics. And, throughout the 
show, it tells the story of our 
nation at a time when a malaise 
seemed to have spread across 
the land.

The Soviets were considered 
the greatest hockey team in 
the world. Having played and 
defeated the best the National 
Hockey League had to offer, 

they were overwhelming favor-
ites to win gold. The players 
were members of the Red Army 
whose only job was to play 
hockey. Still, since they were in 
the army, they were considered 
amateurs.

The U.S. team was composed 
of college kids who were truly 
amateurs in every sense of the 
word.

Netflix tells the story better 
than I ever could so catch it if 
you can.

In 1980 I was living with John 
Arehart and two other guys in a 
house just a half-block off cam-
pus from Kearney State College. 
We watched the ABC broadcast 
of the game then went out and 
did what college kids did then 
and still do today - we celebrat-
ed. The victory was like getting 
a huge shot of adrenaline. It was 
one of those few nights when, no 
matter where you were or what 
you were doing, national pride 
poured out of every one of us.

The only thing that compares 
to the feeling we had that night 
was the 1994 Orange Bowl when 
Cory Schlesinger & Co. defeated 
Miami 24 to 17 to give Coach 
Osborne his first championship. 
There was a good number of 
Nebraska boys on that team, 
names like Makovicka, Con-
nealy and others with Midwest 
roots. 

Like 1980 in Lake Placid, the 
night Nebraska beat Miami 
gave us a feeling of pride and 
we never wanted the moment to 
end.

Moments like that, which 
unite a state or a country, are 
indeed rare. It’s a feeling you 
never want to let go of. Thank 
God for memories like that, for 
days like that may pass, memo-
ries remain as long as you wish 
them to be.

This, that and the other thing

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Spinning Tales

SHELBY — The Wolfpack boys wrestling team 
had work to do at the D3 District Wrestling Tour-
nament. And that’s exactly what they did, wrap-
ping the two-day tournament with two wrestlers 
qualifying for state. Senior Landyn Veik, having 
medaled at state last year, will return this time as 
a district champion. His workload concluded Sat-
urday, taking down Class D’s #1 ranked wrestler 
William Pokorny of Central Valley.

The Pokorny match was as exciting a match as 
any which took place at Shelby. Having defeated 
Veik last month, Pokorny took a six to three lead 
into the third period. From the neutral position, 
Veik went on the attack with a takedown and near 
fall to lead 10 to six. Pokorny scored on an escape, 
then, just before time expired, Veik was credited 
with a takedown for a 13 to seven victory. A key 
to Veik’s victory was endurance, being ready 
to capitalize in the third period. “This is what 
I’ve dreamed about since I was a freshman. It’s 
the most satisfying feeling,” Veik said after the 
match. “I’ve always looked up to Carter Beckman, 
when he was a senior I was a freshman.” 
‘Heartbreak’ round hero

Drueke, will return to state for the second 
time. His day Saturday began with a loss in the 
semifinals to Neligh-Oakdale’s Cooper Arehart 
in just 42 seconds. Arehart came out fast and 
the outcome of the match was over in less than a 
minute with a pin.

The loss was the last time Drueke would walk 
off the mat without his hand raised.

In a ‘win or stay home’ match, Drueke faced 
Traven Reznicek of Shelby-Rising City. Fired up 
by his coaches to be the aggressor, Drueke quick-
ly got on the scoreboard with a takedown, then 
finished off the match with a pin. Reznicek never 
had a chance.

ELGIN — Taking the court 
at EHS for their final regular 
season home game, Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John were determined 
to give their fans another fast-
paced 32 minutes of winning 
basketball. It didn’t matter on 
this night who the opponent 
was, the Wolfpack weren’t going 
to be denied as they blew out 
Randolph 61 to 39.

After one quarter, the Wolf-
pack trailed by one point. Over 
the next two quarters, EPPJ 
outscored Randolph 32 to 12.

Karson Kallhoff made four 
treys in the game and finished 
with 20 points. On this night he 
was ‘Mr. Outside.’

Playing the role of ‘Mr. 
Inside’ was sophomore Max 
Henn. He turned in one of his 
best offensive performances 
of the season, making seven of 
11 shots and all four of his free 
throws. 

With those two players ‘in the 
zone,’ Jarek Erickson did more 
than just score. Finishing with 
10 points, Erickson dished nine 
assists, many to Henn.

The victory improved EP-
PJ’s record to 21-1 heading into 
another game against O’Neill 
St. Mary’s.

EPPJ 61, Randolph 39
Cardinals………13    5   7   14 — 39
Wolfpack……….14  17  15  15 — 61
Wolfpack — Michael Selting 1-3 
2-2 4, Joseph McNally 0-0 0-0 0, 
Karson Kallhoff 6-15 4-4 20, Evin 
Pelster 1-2 0-0 2, Brayden Bur-
enheide 1-1 1-1 3, Jarek Erickson 
3-8 2-4 10, Max Henn 7-11 4-4 18, 
Braedon Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Christian 
Preister 0-0 0-0 0, Justice Blech-
er 0-1 0-0 0, Jayvin Erickson 1-4 
1-2 4. Team totals: 20-45 14-17 
61. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
7-21 (Kallhoff 4, Ja. Erickson 2, Jv. 
Erickson 1). Randolph team totals: 
14-47 8-9 39. Three-point shots — 
Randolph 3-18.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 31 (Henn 10), Cardinals 19. 
Assists — Wolfpack 15 (Ja. Erick-
son 9). Steals — Wolfpack 6 (Kall-
hoff 2, Ja. Erickson 2). Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 6, Cardinals 8.

Veik, Drueke headed back to State!
Seniors shine at Shelby, Veik as 165# district champion, Drueke takes third at 150#

“Coaches said I had to go out there confident 
and wrestle my match,” Drueke said.

Then, in the medal round, Drueke faced 
Landon Shoemaker of Central Valley. After two 
periods where neither wrestler scored a point, 
Drueke got on the board with a third period 
escape. Then, as time was about to expire, Drueke 
was credited with a takedown to win third place.

John Zwingman competed in the 165-pound 
division and started off strong Friday with a pin 
over Fullerton’s Myles Smith. He dropped his 
next two matches Friday afternoon to close out 
his season.

Individual results were:
150 pounds — Grady Drueke (EPPJ) won 12 to 

2 over Tucker Smith (FULL); Drueke was pinned 
by Cooper Arehart (NEOK) in 42 seconds; Drueke 
pinned Traven Reznicek (SHRI) in 1:33; Drueke 
won 4 to 0 over Landon Shoemaker (CEVA)

165 — John Zwingman (EPPJ) pinned Myles 
Smith (FULL) in 5:10; Zwingman was pinned 
by Landyn Veik (EPPJ) in 1:39; Zwingman was 
pinned by Chaz Boeder (NECH) in 2:02

165 — Landyn Veik (EPPJ) pinned Tristin 
Pagnano (HTRS) in 52 seconds; Veik pinned John 
Zwingman (EPPJ) in 1:39; Veik pinned Alton 
Wurdinger (STAN) in 2:56; Veik won 13 to 7 over 

EPPJ shuts down
Cardinals 61 to 39

Against Randolph, Max Henn (24) had one of his best games of the sea-
son with 18 points and 10 rebounds as EPPJ won 61 to 39.

E-R photo/DMorgan

John Zwingman, in his opening round match, pinned 
Fullerton’s Myles Smith in 5:10.

E-R photos/DMorgan

Wolfpack senior Landyn Veik, in his semifinal match, watched closely as Stanton’s Alton Wurdinger attempted to keep from being pinned to no avail.

In the consolation finals, Drueke controlled the match from the start and defeated Central Valley’s Landon Shoe-
maker 4 to 0.
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ELGIN — Scoring early and often, Elgin Public-Pope John de-
railed the CWC girls 57 to 17 last week.

Continuing her torrid scoring spree in February, Braelyn Mar-
tinsen tossed in 19 points to lead the way.

But it was defense that determined the final margin of victory.
The Wolfpack held the Lady Renegades to just 17 total points. 

The most points they allowed in any one quarter was six and that 
came in the final quarter long after the game had been decided.

Showing the form that has dominated all but a handful of foes 
this season, the Wolfpack’s full court pressure at the start of the 
game allowed them to jump out to an 18-point lead.

Breaking down the statistics, EPPJ’s defense limited CWC to just 
25 shots from the field in which they made just three. At the other 
end of the court, the Wolfpack made 25 of 64.

Two other statistics told the story of the game. EPPJ, led by Mar-
tinsen with seven, had 28 steals in the game, CWC had just two. 
Also, the Wolfpack recorded six turnovers in the game, CWC had 
over 40.

The victory boosted EPPJ’s record to 17-5 while CWC’s mark is 
now 4-16.

EPPJ 57, CWC 17
Renegades………………………………………………………3    5   3   6 — 17
Wolfpack………………………………………………………..22  14  15  6 — 57
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 2-4 1-2 6, Gentry Zwingman 2-8 0-0 4, 
Elizabeth Moser 3-6 0-0 6, Kinley Drueke 1-2 0-0 3, Braelyn Martinsen 
8-11. 2-2 19, Lillian Moser 2-11 0-0 4, Kinley Miller 1-2 0-0 2, Sydney 
Niewohner 0-1 0-0 0, Jael Lammers 1-6 0-0 2, Kierstyn Eisenhauer 1-6 
0-0 3, Mady Kurpgeweit 3-7 0-0 6, Macy Rokahr 1-1 0-0 2, Gemma Miller 

Wolfpack girls use defense to control Renegades
0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 25-64 3-4 57. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 4-18 
(K. Zwingman 1, Drueke 1, Martinsen 1, Eisenhauer 1). CWC team totals: 
3-25 9-12 17. Three-point shots — CWC 2-12.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 33 (Kurpgeweit 6, Lammers 6), 
CWC 25. Assists — Wolfpack 15 (Kurpgeweit 5), CWC 2. Steals — Wolf-
pack 28 (Martinsen 7), CWC 2. Turnovers — Wolfpack 6, CWC 41.

EPPJ girls cap regular season scoring 80 against Randolph
ELGIN — Almost everybody 

scored!
In their final regular season 

game, playing in front of family 
on ‘Parent’s Night,’ Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John put an exclama-
tion point on their season.

Thirteen players suited up 
and 12 scored points as the Wolf-
pack beat Randolph. 80 to 22.

It was a game where, had 
EPPJ Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
not substituted players in and 
out starting in the first quarter, 
the Wolfpack could have put up 
100 points.

The Wolfpack (18-5) domi-
nated the game from the start. 
Over the first five minutes, 
EPPJ outscored the Cardinals 
18 to 0. Their pressure defense 
forced Randolph into turnover 
after turnover which turned 
into points. 

Junior Braelyn Martinsen 
had six points in the run, Mady 
Kurpgeweit, Elizabeth Moser, 
Kinley Drueke and Jael Lam-
mers all scored. From that point 
on, the rout was on.

By halftime the lead had 
grown to 46 to 11 and the only 
question that remained was 
just how big the final margin of 
victory would be.

The Wolfpack’s best quarter 
may have been the third quar-
ter. In the span of eight minutes, 
the Wolfpack held Randolph to 
just two points. At the other end 
of the floor, the Wolfpack bench 

was scoring as many points as 
the varsity. Kierstyn Eisen-
hauer had three points, Gentry 
Zwingman and Lillian Moser 
each added two.

Playing with a running clock 
in the fourth quarter, EPPJ 
saw Sydney Niewohner, Macy 
Rokahr and Kinley Miller put 
their names in the scorers’ 
column. 

For the game, Martinsen 

and Kurpgeweit each scored 12 
points and G. Zwingman added 
11.

Kurpgeweit led the team in 
rebounds with six. She and 
Elizabeth Moser each had four 
assists.

It was a total team effort, a 
great way to wrap up the regu-
lar season.

EPPJ 80, Randolph 22
Cardinals……….5    6    2    9 — 22

Wolfpack………26  20  17  17 — 80
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
4-6 1-2 9, Gentry Zwingman 5-5 
0-0 11, Elizabeth Moser 3-5 0-0 7, 
Kinley Drueke 2-3 0-0 5, Braelyn 
Martinsen 5-9 1-1 12, Lillian Moser 
2-6 0-0 4, Kinley Miller 1-1 0-0 2, 
Sydney Niewohner 2-4 0-2 4, Jael 
Lammers 3-4 1-2 7, Kierstyn Eisen-
hauer 2-4 1-2 5, Mady Kurpgeweit 
4-8 4-5 12, Macy Rokahr 1-1 0-0 
2, Gemma Miller 0-2 0-0 0. Team 

totals: 34-58 8-14 80. Three-point 
shots —  4-12 (G. Zwingman 1, E. 
Moser 1, Drueke 1, Martinsen 1). 
Randolph team totals: 8-30 4-9 
22. Three-point shots — Randolph 
2-11.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-

pack 31 (Kurpgeweit 6, Lammers 
5), Randolph 13. Assists — Wolf-
pack 19 (E. Moser 4, Kurpgeweit 
4), Randolph 5. Steals — Wolfpack 
24 (E. Moser 4), Randolph 8. Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 13, Randolph 
42.

Late in the game, Sydney Niewohner (12) drives to the basket against Randolph. Trailing the play were Gemma 
Miller (55), Macy Rokahr (32) and Lillian Moser (10).

E-R photo/DMorgan
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Earlier this month, the EPPJ cross country awards banquet was 
held. 

Samantha Stuhr, Jovie Borer and Matthew Kerkman all let-
tered. According to Coach Tiffany Moser, Stuhr now holds the girls 
5k record for time with a time of 22:50 which she did at districts. 
“She’s been our closest one to making it to state as well. She had 
gotten 19th, and they take top 15!” 

Matthew has the best boys individual placing for a meet record 
when he earned an 8th place finish, and he took down Corbin Kin-

Wolfpack cross country awards handed out

Wolfpack cross country letter winners this season were Jovie Borer, Sa-
mantha Stuhr and Matthew Kerkman.

Photo submitted

ELGIN — Five days after 
defeating Chambers/Wheeler 
Central by just five points in 
the NVC Tournament, the two 
teams matched up again. This 
time it would be different. 

The Wolfpack broke open a 
close game in the second half 
and defeated the Renegades by 
18 points, 47 to 29.

What had worked for CWC 
the first time the two teams 

met, didn’t work this time as, in 
the second half, the Renegades 
scored just 10 points.

Leading the way was senior 
Jarek Erickson who scored 
inside and outside for 16 points 
to go along with a team-high six 
assists. 

He was complimented by bal-
anced scoring from his team-
mates as Jayvin Erickson had 
nine, Max Henn and Michael 
Selting each had eight.

Henn had a big night on the 
boards, pulling down 14 re-
bounds.

EPPJ 47, CWC 29
Renegades……..4   15   5    5 — 29
Wolfpack……….13  12  11  11 — 47
Wolfpack — Michael Selting 3-7 
2-2 8, Joseph McNally 0-1 0-0 0, 
Karson Kallhoff 0-3 4-6 4, Evin Pel-
ster 1-4 0-0 2, Brayden Burenheide 
0-0 0-0 0, Jarek Erickson 5-10 4-4 
16, Max Henn 3-6 2-4 8, Braedon 
Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Christian Pelster 

0-0 0-0 0, Justice Blecher 0-0 0-0 
0, Jayvin Erickson 3-9 0-0 9. Team 
totals: 15-40 12-16 47. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 5-17 (Jv. Erick-
son 3, Ja. Erickson 2). CWC team 
totals: 10-49 5-12 29. Three-point 
shots — CWC 4-22.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 39 (Henn 14), CWC 25. As-
sists — Wolfpack 12 (Ja. Erickson 
6), Steals — Wolfpack 3 (Ja. Erick-
son 2). Turnovers — Wolfpack 13, 
CWC 7.

Wolfpack crush CWC 47 to 29 in rematch

ney’s 5k time with a 19:15.  
“We started the program in 2022 so Jovie was our first 4 year let-

ter winner for cross country!,” Moser said. “Great group of kids on 
and off the cross country course! Jovie (our senior) will be greatly 
missed, and we’re thankful for her leadership she’s given us. We 
look forward to hearing her continued accomplishments at Mount 
Marty.”

A Quilt of Valor was recently 
presented to Jerald C. Benda for 
his  service of 28 years in the US 
Air Force with time stationed in 
Vietnam. 

The quilt was made by his 
sister Julie Thome (Benda) and 
was quilted by Angie Reed. 

The Quilt was given to 
Jerry on January 14, 2026 
when siblings and family were 
gathered for the funeral of Judy 

Jerrry Benda was presented a ‘Quilt of Valor’ recently. It was made by Julie 
(Benda) Thome.

Photo submitted

Zegers (Benda).
Jerry and his wife Kathy live 

in Grand Forks North Dakota.
A Quilt of Valor Foundation 

is a national, all volunteer orga-
nization, to honor/recognize the 
service & sacrifice of a service 
member & veterans touched by 
war. 

The Handmade Quilts 
symbolize comfort, honor and 
healing. 

Benda presented
‘Quilt of Valor’

Anna Stuhr, daughter of Brian and 
Clarissa Stuhr, recently placed sec-
ond in the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Patriot’s Pen state essay 
contest. The theme for her essay 
was “How are you showing patrio-
tism and support for our country?” 
Stuhr is an eighth grade student at 
Pope John.

Courtesy photo

Stuhr takes
second in

VFW statewide
essay contest

Jeremy Hoefer is this year’s winner in the Elgin TeamMates’ Duck Toss 
held during home games at the EPS gymnasium. His name was drawn from 
others who had made duck tosses which stayed in the pool at midcourt. 
Hoefer is shown with TeamMates coordinators Sonia Rittscher (l) and (C) 
Krista Eisenhauer.

E-R photo/LMorgan

Hoefer wins Blackstone grill

Two current members of the District #18 Board of Education 
have chosen not to seek re-election.

According to Antelope Election Commissioner Lisa Payne, 
incumbents Todd Heithoff and Ron Bode did not file for re-elec-
tion when the deadline passed Tuesday.

Also, incumbent Ward II City Councilman Mike Dvorak 
chose not to seek re-election.

In other election news, all three incumbents whose seats were 
up for election this year on the Antelope County Commissioners 
have filed for re-election. They are Casey Dittrich (District #5), 
Regina Krebs (#3) and Neil Williby (#1).

Non-incumbents have til March 2 to file for elective office.

Heithoff, Bode and Dvorak
to not seek re-election
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