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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 59 degrees recorded 
on February 7. The low was 3 
degrees on February 11. Just 
0.11 of  an inch of  precipita-
tion was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Feb 7 59 32   
Feb 8 57 36  
Feb 9 47 17  
Feb 10 58 26  0.09  
Feb 11 37 03    
Feb 12 39 04  
Feb 13 39 06    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.09
Total for February ......... .. 0.09
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.11

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Notice of  Meeting — An-
telope County Board of  Equal-
ization

Delinquent Taxes — Ante-
lope County

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Harlan 
G. Haake

Notice of  Meeting — Park 
Cemetery

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.
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The deadline for 
incumbents to file for re-
election has passed in 
Antelope County and across 
the state.

Elgin Ward I City 
Councilman Duane Miller did 
not file for re-election.

Among the most recent 
incumbent filings were:

Elgin City Council Ward II 
— Mike Dvorak

Mayor of  Elgin — Mike 
Schmitt

District #18 Board of  
Education — Ron Bode and 
Todd Heithoff. Filing earlier 
was Lisa Welding.

County Attorney — Joe 
Abler

County Airport Authority 
— Cris Kurpgeweit

Village of  Orchard — 
Dwight Van Ostrand

See BECKMAN, Page Seven

Organizers for the medical 
benefit for Pope John teacher 
Marin Schindler and family 
continue to accept donations 
for the event to be held later 
this month.

The medical benefit will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 26, at 
St. Boniface Gymnasium in 
Elgin. 

A snow date will be the 
next day, Sunday, Feb. 27.

A meal featuring chili and 
chicken noodle soups will be 
served from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The meal will be a free will 
offering.

Both silent and live 
auctions will be conducted 
between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
headed up by auctioneer Ted 
Baum.

Benefit for
Schindler family
to be February 26

Red Cross 
Bloodmobile

Wednesday, 
Feb. 23
9 am-3 pm

KC Hall

Deadline passes
for incumbent
election filings

Arnold explains fiber-optic project coming to Elgin

See DVORAK, Page Five

Having achieved his first 
district championship, 
Wolfpack junior Carter 
Beckman will ride a wave of  
momentum into the NSAA 
State Wrestling Tournament 
beginning Thursday at CHI 
Health Center Arena-Omaha.

“It feels awesome,” 
Beckman said just moments 
after winning the district 
championship Saturday at 
Burwell. “I set myself  up so 
well for next week (state) … I 
feel very good about where I’m 
at.”

That’s a point Coach Mike 
Zegers emphasized, the need to 

have a good seed 
heading into 
state.

“He had 
a helluva 
tournament 
(at Burwell),” 
Zegers 
said about 
Beckman’s 
performance. 
“Getting first is 
huge heading to 
state because of  

how they (the NSAA) sets the 
brackets up. Now we don’t see 
a district champ, if  we win our 
first two, till the semi’s. This 
was very important!”

With a 29-6 record heading 
into Omaha, Beckman’s 
first round match Thursday 
afternoon at state will be 
against sophomore Mason 
Toner of  Perkins County. 
Having finished fourth at 
the D4 district tournament 
Saturday, Toner will come into 
the match with a 27-17 record.

The winner of  the Beckman-
Toner match will advance to 
the quarterfinals where they 
will face the winner of  the 

Editor’s Note: This continues a series of  monthly articles cel-
ebrating pride in our town and its surroundings shown through 
the experience of  residents. 
By Jane Schuchardt
Special to The Elgin Review 

His roughened hands speak volumes. Then you catch that 
broad smile along with the exclamation, “I was born with it, 
working with my hands.” That’s Elgin’s John Michael Dvorak 
talking, more commonly known as Mike. 

Growing up on a ranch south of  Atkinson, one of  10 chil-
dren, Mike has spent a lifetime in one shop or another since 
he was two years old (according to his mother). Now, at age 71, 
he reported with a grin, “Connie (his wife of  43 years) knows 
where I’m at most of  the time.”

Surrounded by woodworking equipment, wood of  every type 
and size, and plenty of  sawdust, Dvorak said he can spend all 
day in the shop. His latest passion is craft items, especially 
crosses with a barbed wire circle in the center, bowls, porch 
lanterns, and an occasional end table. 

One table was in the works for the Dvorak’s nearby home, 
already beautifully appointed 
with Mike’s handiwork. Interest-
ingly, much of  his craft wood 
comes from old pianos, especially 
poplar, and some Douglas fir and 
birch. 

He sells his wares at about four 
shows a year and takes orders for 
craft items and small cabinetry 

and furniture projects such as TV stands, nesting tables, and 
nightstands.

For the last couple years, he’s made about 40 bowls annually, 
including popular knitting bowls with a “J’ cut on the side for 
feeding yarn. “Now I’m concentrating on the crosses,” Dvorak 
said proudly. “I can’t keep up with the demand.”

Dvorak went to trade school in Omaha to be a mechanic 
though is quick to share “I never spent a day of  my life” doing 
that. Instead, largely out of  his self-reported ‘love for wood,’ he 
worked various construction jobs before starting up Dvorak 
Construction in 1985. 

Moving to Elgin in 1981, Dvorak summarized, “We were just 
going to live here until we figured out where we were going. 
Then, all of  sudden, employment, church, school. Five kids 
kind of  make you grow roots, and we were drawn to this com-
munity because of  the people.” 

The healthy row of  tall, magnificent evergreens south of  
the house tell another Dvorak love story with wood. “Connie 

(a Nebraska Extension Master Gardener) and I like to grow 
stuff,” Dvorak said. Que up another Dvorak business, Arbor 
View Farm, inspired by Connie’s brother-in-law who has a 

Developing ‘roots’ in Elgin came
easy for Mike Dvorak, family

Mike Dvorak shows off his latest craft creation, a cross. He and 
wife Connie were drawn to the Elgin community because of the 
people who lived here. E-R photo/JSchuchardt

Carter
Beckman

Carter to compete for gold medal at State! 

Two women, looking to 
establish a new business in 
Elgin, asked the Elgin City 
Council last week about 
the availability of  funds for 
economic development.

Kara Funk and Shay Dirks 
asked the council about the 
process for receiving funds set 
aside through the city sales 
tax to be used for economic 
development.

Years ago in 2004, when a 
city sales tax was approved by 
voters, a small percentage (five 
percent) of  the funds collected 
was to be designated for 
economic development. Mayor 
Mike Schmitt said those funds 
have been set aside each year, 
but the process by where they 
could be made available has 
never been created. 

To do so, City Clerk Kristin 
Childers said, plans need to 
be developed, a public hearing 
has to be held, followed by a 
vote from the council, a vote 
by Elgin residents, then an 
ordinance needs to be passed.

“It’s not a quick fix,” 
Childers said.

Schmitt and council 
members agreed to further 
look into the matter.

In other action:
Bids — The Council agreed 

to seek bids for two tankers of  
armor coating to make repairs 
to city streets later this year.

New fireman — Kevin 
Finkral was approved to join 
the Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Mosquitoes — The council 
approved utilizing the services 
of  Complete Pest Elimination, 
Inc., to spray for mosquitoes 
four times a month from June 
through September. Total cost 
will be $3,182.

City to explore
how to disperse
ED funds 

The District #18 Board of  
Education met for just under 80 
minutes Wednesday night.

In so little time, they took 
action which will shape the 
direction of  the school for the 
next two years.

On a unanimous vote (6-0), 
the school board approved 
a two-year extension to the 
contract for K-12 Principal 
Greg Wemhoff  who also 
happens to be the head football 
coach.

By inking Wemhoff  to a new 
two-year contract, the principal 
will receive an increase in pay. 
For the 2022-2023 school year, 
Wemhoff  will receive a salary 
of  $98,747.10. In the second year 
of  the contract, Wemhoff  will 
receive a salary in excess of  
$101,000.

The board also made 
adjustments to how sick leave 
can be used to attend funerals 
for immediate family, friends 
and relatives.

The other big news was the 
board approving the early 
retirement application and 
resignation of  art instructor 
Rita Heithoff. 

Having announced weeks 
ago that she intended to retire 
at the end of  the school year, 
Heithoff  will have completed 
23 years service to the school 
district.

In other action:
Gym floors — Court Floors 

was hired to refinish both gym 
floors at the school at a cost of  
$2,780.

School policies — The board 
approved on second reading 
policies involving board 
membership - elections and 
appointments; term of  office 
and vacancies. 

EPS principal
receives new
2-year contract

Celebrating Carter Beckman’s semi-final victory were his parents John and Tracy Beckman and (above 
them) Anne Hemenway. E-R photo/DMorgan
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More Front Page News

Shop at Home!

Twelve juniors and seniors from 
Pope John XXIII Central Catho-
lic students were chosen for the 
NVC Principal’s All-Academic 
Team. To be selected, students 
must have at least a 3.5 grade 
point average. Representing 
PJCC are (back row, l-r): Carter 
Beckman, Cale Kinney, Paiton 
Hoefer, Skyler Meis, Linus Bor-
er and Abby Hemenway. Front 
row: Lexi Bode, Taylynne Charf, 
Emma Lea Ruterbories, Emma 
Mlnarik, Trista Hemenway and 
Kaylee Ramold. Photo submitted

PJCC students
chosen for 

NVC Principal’s
Academic Team

Local students were among 
more than 6,700 University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln students 
have been named to the Deans’ 
List for the fall semester of  the 
2021-22 academic year.

Qualification for the Deans’ 
List varies among the eight 
undergraduate colleges and 
the Explore Center. Listed 
below are the minimum 
requirements for each entity 
and the name of  its respective 
dean or director. All qualify-
ing grade-point averages are 
based on a four-point scale and 
a minimum number of  graded 

Students named to UN-L Dean’s List
semester hours. 

Students can be on the 
Deans’ List for more than one 
college.

Following is a list of  area 
honorees. Some students re-
quested not to be listed.

Elgin — Charlie Brockhaus, 
senior, Dean’s List, College of  
Business, actuarial science; 
Marie Caroline Meis, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  Jour-
nalism and Mass Communi-
cations, journalism; Hunter 
Reestman, junior, Dean’s List, 
College of  Business, account-
ing; Skylar R. Reestman, 

freshman, Dean’s List, Col-
lege of  Journalism and Mass 
Communications, advertising 
and public relations; Grace 
Anne Rittscher, junior, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, elementary 
education and special educa-
tion (K-6); Allyson Wemhoff, 
junior, Dean’s List, College of  
Education and Human Scienc-
es, elementary education and 
special education (K-6).

Clearwater — Kierra Lynne 
Bearinger, sophomore, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, elementary 
education and early childhood 
education; Lauren Behnk, 
junior, Dean’s List, College of  
Arts and Sciences, psychol-
ogy and Spanish; Andrew 
Leroy Steskal, senior, Dean’s 
List, College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, mathemat-
ics; Julia Isabel Thiele, junior, 
Dean’s List, College of  Arts 
and Sciences, biological sci-
ences.

Neligh — Allie Rebecka Dahl, 
freshman, Dean’s List, College 
of  Architecture, architectural 
studies; Devyn Kallhoff, senior, 

The Pope John Speech 
Team competed at the 
Lindsay Holy Family tour-
nament Friday, February 
11th. 

According to Coach 
Amy Klein, PJCC finished 
4th overall as a team, 
with five events medaling. 
PJCC medalists were: 

• Cale Kinney, Linus 
Borer, Emma Mlnarik, 
and Brooklyn Meis placed 
5th in OID. 

• Linus Borer also 
brought home 5th place 
in Serious Prose and 4th 
place in Extemporaneous 
Speaking. 

• Emma Lea Ruterbories 
placed 4th in Poetry.

• Skyler Meis scored 3rd 
place in Entertainment 
Speaking.

PJCC speech
team shines
at LHF tourney
held Friday

The University of  Nebraska Board of  Regents amended its 
policies on Feb. 11 in a first step to allowing alcohol sales at more 
athletic events, beginning with the Big Ten Wrestling Champion-
ships at Pinnacle Bank Arena on March 5 and 6.

The regents voted 7-0 in favor of  the changes. District 4 Regent 
Elizabeth O’Connor was not in attendance. 

“I think this makes a lot of  sense and is a practical first step 
if  we ever decide to go down the path of  allowing alcohol at 
additional university athletic events,” University of  Nebraska 
President Ted Carter said.

No proposals are on the table for future events, according to a 
news release, and Carter said alcohol will not be sold in Memori-
al Stadium this fall. The approved policy changes delegate the au-
thority to allow alcohol to the NU president and each chancellor 
of  their respective campus. These officials will then determine 
if  sales should be allowed, which must be in accordance with the 
Nebraska Liquor Control Act.

Carter said the policy proposal came only after a great deal of  
thoughtfulness and moved to ensure consistency across all NU 
campuses. For example, alcohol sales are permitted for hockey 
and both men’s and women’s basketball at the University of  Ne-
braska Omaha but are prohibited at almost all other events.

“Frankly, our 20-plus year policy prohibiting alcohol at univer-
sity athletic events is essentially irrelevant,” Carter said, point-
ing to alcohol sales that continued at Baxter Arena in Omaha. 
“It makes much more sense for us to all be following the same 
policy.”

In 1999, regents adopted a resolution stating it is unlawful for 
anyone to consume alcohol at any intercollegiate athletic event.

NU Regents amend policies that
could open door to alcohol sales
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3 Community News

Sixty Years Ago
February 9, 1962

Five teams from here entered the 
state Knights of  Columbus bowling 
tournament held at Columbus on 
five consecutive Sundays. Several of  
the bowlers participated in doubles 
and singles in bowling. The Elgin 
Lumber team ranked in fifth place 
as that date with a total of  2987 
pins. The team included were Tony 
Morisse, Lou Koenig, Ray Starman, 
George Ponton and Herman Ridder. 

Sixty-eight points separated the 
high and low temperatures here the 
past week with the high of  67 degrees 
here last Saturday and a low Monday 
night of  1 below. 

A car driven by Kenneth Welding 
struck and knocked down a highland 

Looking Back
pole near the Ervin Mennebroker 
home between Neligh and Elgin, 
cutting off  power here for 17 minutes.  
It was reported that a tie-rod fell off  
the car, causing the mishap. The car 
was badly damaged, but Kenneth was 
not injured. Welding is employed by 
the Union Oil Co. of  Neligh and was 
returning to his home here.  

Fifty Years Ago
February 17, 1972 

Al Neukirch was appointed by 
Farmers Union State President Berck 
to serve on the National Feed Grains 
Committee at the National Farmers 
Union convention in Houston,Texas.

Wilfred Schrad, 28, of  Raeville 
received multiple head injuries and 
possible back injuries in a one-car 

accident 1.25 miles south of  Elgin. 
He was taken to Antelope Memorial 
Hospital at Neligh in the Brooks 
Ambulance. Schrad’s 1965 Pontiac 
left Highway 14 around a mile south 
of  town after passing another car, 
traveled across his lane into the right 
ditch about 300 feet. The vehicle went 
another 175 feet into the air before 
landing and proceeding 300 more 
feet on the ground where it stopped 
against a second embankment, 
according to the County Sheriff ’s 
office. 

Thirty Years Ago
February 12, 1992

Barbara Clark and Darlene Dozler, 
long-time members of  Elgin Fall 
Festival Committee, presented a 

check for $800 to Elgin Historical 
Society President, George Childers. 
The funds represent proceeds from 
the Fall Festival held each October. 

The Historical Society recently 
became eligible to accept tax exempt 
donations, and is continuing its effort 
to establish a museum in Elgin. 

Shop at Home!
Editor’s note: This week marks the beginning of  a new personal 

column by Nebraska native Katherine Cobb.
*****

Be forewarned. This is not an advice column. Far be it from 
me, a less than perfect mother, to tell others how to raise their 
children or give advice. I didn’t know what I was doing the day 
they handed me my first child. Twelve years and three children 
later, I still have no idea what I’m doing.

Instead, this column is a place where we can laugh about the 
struggles of  parenting and commiserate about the ridiculous 
things they do. The good, the bad and the ugly (and occasional 
glass of  wine). We are warriors with the battle scars to prove 
it. Children are a blessing; I truly believe that. Blessings or not, 
raising children is not for the faint of  heart!

My hope is that this column speaks to you and that you know that 
someone else is going through the same thing. Whether you’re a 
working parent or a stay-at-home parent, we can all relate. Or, if  
you’ve already walked this journey, you can look back and laugh 
because you’re on the other side and I’m right in the thick of  it. 

Either way, together we can enjoy this crazy 
ride called parenting.

A little about me. I have three children (two 
boys and a girl) and we live in Houston, TX. 
I’m originally from Auburn, NE and went to 
school in Kearney. I’m a Nebraskan through 
and through, just not geographically. My 
husband and I both work full-time and are 
currently working from home. 

When I’m not working, helping with 
homework, or cleaning up after some 
school project, I enjoy playing the piano 
and strategic board games. Hobbies I hope 
to pass on to my children. So, join me as I 
navigate this parenting thing. The ups and 
downs of  it all. It’s nice knowing we’re not 
alone.

*****
This weekend my husband and I did 

something that I have been dreading 
for years. We bought our son a phone. A 
gateway to the world that we have tried to 
protect him from, and it scares me silly.

Our oldest started junior high this year and that has come with 
its own unique challenges. There have been a lot of  awkward 
conversations for which I was not quite prepared, a sense of  
rebellion I have never experienced from him and an attitude like 
no other.

This is different. I can deal with having to drag him out of  bed 
in the mornings and the new appetite he has. (Seriously, this kid 
is a bottomless pit.) I can even deal with the eye rolling and the 
constant arguing. The phone? The phone makes me admit that 
he’s getting older, and I will need to entrust him with a level of  
responsibility he has never had.

Sure, I put the necessary parental controls on there. The thing 
is locked down like Fort Knox. He can’t even download an app 
without my approval. Realistically, though, I can’t read every text 
he sends, I can’t monitor every phone conversation he has, and I 
am certain kids are smart enough to get to websites that I thought 

were restricted.
Even if  his phone is completely locked down, there’s nothing 

preventing him from seeing something on another teen’s phone. 
That’s the really scary part. 

I can do all the right things and put all the protections in place 
but once he steps out of  my house, I have very little control over 
what others tell him or show him. I also have very little control 
over what he chooses to do himself.

It’s a hard reality as a parent. We must trust that we have taught 
our children well, that we have given them the necessary tools 
they need, and the confidence to stand up against things that 
aren’t right. How do we know we did a good job? How do we know 
they aren’t going to fall into peer pressure? We don’t.

Then I think about when I was in junior high. I didn’t have 
a cell phone; it wasn’t a thing. Our parents had no idea what 
shenanigans we were up to. The flip side is that no one else had a 
phone to capture and post all the dumb things we were doing.

Kids today have so much pressure on them. We all did, I’m sure, 
but it’s different now. Kids aren’t just being bullied physically; 
they’re also being bullied on the internet. Social media makes 
it easier to feel as though you’re not quite measuring up. Kids 
are scrolling to see these “perfect” lives others are leading and 
wondering what’s wrong with them. We only knew what was 
happening in our neck of  the woods but give a kid a phone and 
now the world is at their fingertips.

For me, the only thing I can do now is get on my knees. I have 
done all I can on my side and now I’m praying my son through 
Junior High. 

I’m going to continue to put the necessary controls in place, spot 
check the text messages and have those late-night conversations 
about life. 

I am also going to accept the things I can’t control. At some 
point, he will likely make a bad decision. I can’t worry about what 
may happen in the future, but I can choose to trust him right now. 
Of  course, if  he violates that trust then I can always take away the 
phone and give it back in three years when he starts High School.

Comments? Send them to katherine.cobb20@gmail.com

I’m choosing to trust my son right now with a phone

Community center meals next week 
are: 

Monday, February 21: Taco 
casserole, lettuce, corn, tropical fruit, 
milk.

Tuesday, February 22: Cabbage/
sausage soup, carrots/celery, cheese 
& crackers, cottage cheese, peaches, 
milk.

Wednesday, February 23: Cream 
chicken over biscuits, mixed veggies, 
apricots, milk.

Thursday, February 24: Lasagna, 

Elgin Community Center Menus
lettuce salad, green beans, garlic stick, 
grapes, milk.

Friday, February 25: Cheeseburger, 
tator tots, baked beans, pears, oatmeal 
cookie, milk.

(Menus are provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to change)

Suggested price is $6 per meal for 
persons 60 years of  age and older. 
Under 60 is $8.50. 

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15. p.m. 

TALES OF A 
TIRED MOMMA

Columnist 
Katherine Cobb
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

If  lawmakers want to change the Nebraska 
Constitution, they submit a proposed amendment 
to their colleagues, which, if  approved, is placed 
on the next general election ballot for voters to 
decide. 

There’s a number of  those measures up for 
grabs this year and at least one which is a great 
idea with a couple of  clunkers thrown in. Three 
proposals were heard recently and are awaiting 
committee action, which, if  favorable, will send 
them to debate by the full Legislature.

The good idea is embodied in LR268CA from 
Sen. Tom Briese of  Albion to let voters decide 
if  the Governor or members of  the Legislature 
could be subject to recall elections. If  approved by 
voters, the Legislature would have to adopt enact-
ing legislation to establish criteria for the recall 
and procedures for the process. Current state law 
already allows only for the recall of  local elected 
officials.

While he thinks it would be rarely used, Briese 
said a recall would give citizens a chance to re-
move a corrupt official without having to wait for 
the next election. 

Doug Kagan of  Nebraska Taxpayers for Free-
dom said he supported the measure because it 
would engage more voters and encourage elected 

officials to follow through 
on campaign promises. 

No one testified in op-
position to the resolution, 
which I happen to think is 
a good idea. 

In recent years there 
have been a handful of  
state senators and a Lieu-
tenant Governor who 
should have been recalled 
for matters of  conduct 
unbecoming the office. 

Perhaps having that 
stick available would be a 
reminder of  the value of  
good conduct.

Now to the absolute 
clunker of  the bunch, Sen. 
Steve Erdman’s LR264CA 
which the lawmaker from 
Bayard says will fix the 
state’s “broken” tax sys-

tem. He’s calling it the consumption tax. When it 
first reared its ugly head years ago it was called 
the transaction tax.  

Explained simply, it would do away with Nebras-
ka’s current system of  sales, income and property 
taxes and place a tax on all retail sales. Erdman 
says it would somehow be fairer, boost employ-
ment and investment and bring in the same 
amount of  revenue as the current tax system. 

Perhaps consumption is the better name for it 
given that the disease – now known as tuberculo-
sis – has been one of  the biggest killers through-
out history dating back to the ancient Greeks 
who named it owing to the rapid weight loss that 
appeared to consume the individual as the disease 
progressed.

Proponent Kelley Hasenauer of  North Platte 
told the Legislature’s Revenue Committee the 
state’s current strong fiscal position makes this 
an opportune time to change its tax system which 
is an incredible burden for small business owners 
like her. 

Other supporters said it would eliminate the 
burdensome property tax system.

that would prevent candidates from deceiving vot-
ers about their political affiliation. 

Slama, one of  many Republicans in the officially 
nonpartisan Nebraska Unicameral, said voters are 
often confused by the lack of  party labels. 

Testifying in support of  the proposal, Charlotte 
Ralston said she was confused when she moved to 
Nebraska from Kansas and didn’t see the political 
party affiliation of  legislative candidates listed on 
the ballot. 

Voters deserve to know that information when 
choosing their state senators, she said.

Several former state senators from both political 
parties testified in opposition to the proposal, in-
cluding former speaker Galen Hadley of  Kearney. 
He said leaders from other state legislatures often 
were surprised to learn that political party cau-
cuses do not have the power to control committee 
chairperson selection or committee membership 
in the Nebraska Legislature.

“Right now, the emphasis is on you as an indi-
vidual senator, it’s not the party,” Hadley said.

Westin Miller of  Civic Nebraska also testified in 
opposition. 

Nonpartisan ballots encourage voters to learn 
about individual candidates without the assump-
tions that come with party labels, he said.

“This resolution would, objectively, make us look 
a little bit more like Congress which … ought to be 
a red flag for all of  us at this point,’ Miller said..

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

Here’s the downside, according to the OpenSky 
Policy Institute. Spokeswoman Tiffany Friesen 
Milone said a Nebraska consumption tax rate 
would need to be at least 20 percent to generate 
the same amount of  revenue as the current tax 
system. 

Additionally, a consumption tax would fall 
disproportionately on middle income Nebraskans 
and leave local governments entirely dependent 
on the state for funding.

A spokesman for the Nebraska, Omaha and Lin-
coln Chambers of  Commerce, Bryan Slone, said to 
raise the same amount of  revenue, as the repealed 
taxes would require the consumption tax to apply 
to services such as health care and education. 

A 15 to 20 percent consumption tax rate also 
would drive retail businesses to neighboring 
states, Slone said.

He noted that 45 percent of  our economy is 
within an easy drive from state borders; the mea-
sure would be an economic development act for 
Council Bluffs, North Sioux City and other com-
munities on the border.

The committee took no immediate action on the 
proposal and will hopefully let it die in committee 
as the transaction tax did years ago.

Finally, there was far more opposition than 
support for Sterling Sen. Julie Slama’s LR282CA 
which would allow voters to decide if  they want 
to do away with the current practice that allows 
state senators to be nominated and elected on bal-
lots that do not list their political party affiliation. 

She told members of  the Legislature’s Executive 
Committee it’s a simple transparency measure 

One good idea and a couple of bad ones

See GRAGERT, Page 10

The public hearing on LB 1023 was 
held on Thursday, Feb. 10 before the 
Natural Resources Committee. It re-
flects the work of  the Statewide Tour-
ism and Recreational Water Access 
and Resource Sustainability Special 
Committee (STAR WARS) and propos-
es to adopt the Lake Development Act 
and the Water Recreation Enhance-
ment Act. I was appointed to serve on 
the STAR WARS Committee, stem-
ming from the passage of  LB 406 last 
year. In addition to recommendations 
to construct a 3,600 acre lake in or 
near Sarpy County and a new marina 
at Lake McConaughy, the legislation 
also recommends a new lodge and 
event center at Niobrara State Park 
and expanding the Weigand Marina at 
the Lewis and Clark State Recreation 
Area. 

A number of  testifiers representing 
Knox County, the Village of  Niobrara, 
the Niobrara School District, and the 
Ponca Tribe 
drove to Lincoln 
to express their 
support for this 
exciting oppor-
tunity to in-
crease tourism 
and economic 
development 
in Northeast 
Nebraska. Pro-
posed funding 
for the projects 
is included 
in legislation 
before the Ap-
propriations 
Committee. 

Last week, I 
mentioned that 
LB 986 was fili-
bustered. This 
legislation would have limited an 
increase in a school district’s proper-
ty tax asking to 2.5% or the inflation 
rate, whichever was greater. A cloture 
motion to end debate and allow a vote 
on the advancement of  LB 986 was 
unsuccessful, falling five votes short 
of  the necessary 33 votes. A number 
of  senators felt that this would put too 
severe of  a restriction on school dis-
tricts. An unsuccessful cloture motion 
means the issue is done for this year.

The Legislature gave first-round 
approval to legislation addressing 
vaccine mandates. Under LB 906, any 
employer that requires its employees 
to be vaccinated against COVID-19 
must allow for an exemption to such 
requirement if  the employee sub-
mits a completed vaccine exemption 
form, developed by the Department 
of  Health and Human Services. An 
exemption would be allowed for 
health purposes with a signed writ-
ten statement from a doctor or if  the 
vaccine conflicts with a sincerely held 
religious belief. Anyone granted an 
exemption, could be required to be 
periodically tested or wear personal 
protective equipment, at the employ-
er’s expense. 

The Legislature began debate on LB 
890, which proposes major changes in 
the school funding formula. The legis-
lation establishes an education stabi-
lization base aid factor in the formula, 
giving schools approximately $1,100 
per student in state funding. The pro-
posal lowers the local effort rate from 
$1.00 to $0.75 and increases the alloca-
tion of  state income tax returning to 
the schools from 2.23% to 20%. One 
hundred fifty-eight school districts 
would become equalized under the 
proposal, up from the current 87 of  
244 districts. The intent is to fund 
the proposal through the dedication 
of  one-half  cent of  current sales tax 
revenue and to repurpose the money 
directed to the refundable income tax 
credits under the Nebraska Property 
Tax Incentive Act. After several hours 
of  debate, the sponsor of  LB 890 asked 
that the bill be placed on a Speaker’s 
hold, only to return to the agenda if  
an agreement is reached between the 
primary proponents and opponents. 
I introduced legislation pertaining 
to Nebraska’s College Savings Plan 
before the Revenue Committee this 
past week. LB 864 would expand the 
definition of  qualified higher educa-
tion expenses to allow the funds to be 
used for education loan payments for 
the beneficiary or the sibling of  a ben-
eficiary, up to $10,000 per person. In 
December of  2019, President Trump 
signed the SECURE Act, expanding 

LB 925 voted out
of committee

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

Picking up from my last column about cats, one 
fluffy, long-haired feline has turned me from a cat 
despiser to a cat lover. 

My disdain for cats got drilled into me as a kid 
hand milking cows out on the farm in southeast 
Nebraska. Sure. Sure. The milk was supposed to 
go in the bucket so we could separate out and sell 

the cream and pay the bills. 
My idea of  more fun was 
to squirt the warm milk 
straight from the udder 
into the cats’ mouths. That 
behavior was not received 
favorably by my wonderful 
dad. 

Cats have a rep for slink-
ing around your ankles 
and, just like that, biting 
your hand for seemingly 
no good reason. Plus, cats 
on countertops at friends’ 
houses before dinner never 
were my favorite. 

Our cat, Sushi, started 
stalking the farmstead a 
couple years ago. Actually, 
we first noticed him on the 
day our son, Ryan, died. 
Not wanting to encourage 
the cat to stay, we didn’t 

feed him or pay him any attention. A neighbor 
noticed him about three weeks later and ex-
claimed, “Give this cat some food. He’s pretty 

nice.” 
We did. Turns out he’s worked his way into our 

home and hearts. One minute he’s our comfort cat, 
purring, snuggling, and being quite the handsome, 
friendly companion. The next minute, he’s drag-
ging up today’s kill – a mouse, shrew, bird, and 
sometimes a rabbit more than half  his size. 

Turns out he wandered over from a neighbor’s 
place to avoid the wrath of  a mighty tomcat. Call 
it serendipity, or a God thing, he’s been a source of  
love and laughter every day and especially during 
our darkest hours. 

Generally, stray cats, especially the wild, undo-
mesticated, feral types, are a problem. Once on a 
trip to Hawaii, there were signs everywhere in the 
state parks not to come near the cats. At night, you 
would hear their wales as they fought for territory. 

It’s said the term catfight, a physical clash 
between women, originated as early as 1854 to 
describe Mormon wives fighting over their shared 
husband. There is no equivalent term for men, 
though sometimes men are said to go catting 
around in search of  a cat house. 

Cats are common amongst ancient Egyptian 
artifacts. These animals were believed to be magi-
cal creatures since they could overtake mice and 
snakes and were thought to bring good luck to 
those who housed them. Wealthy families dressed 
the cats in jewels, fed them like royalty, and mum-
mified them upon their death. 

There are cat burglars, those who use stealth 
and agility to break into secure buildings and steal 
diamond rings and other valuables. A cool cat is a 

fashionable person. A fat cat describes a dishonest 
person, especially one who got rich in a question-
able way, or more positively, a wealthy philanthro-
pist. And a scaredy-cat is one who is easily fright-
ened. Likely the worst in contemporary times 
is the copycat, one who imitates the actions of  
another, sometimes associated with gun violence 
in schools. 

Cats and mice often are hinged together in say-
ings. Take this one – while the cats away the mice 
will play. Some people left unsupervised may just 
take advantage of  the situation. A cat-and-mouse 
game means being in constant pursuit with near 
capture and repeated escapes. The old Saturday 
morning cartoon “Tom & Jerry” tells it all. 

Some people are said to fight like cats and dogs, 
that continual argument. In reality, seldom do the 
two species get into clashes. Cats view dogs as 
predators and generally run up a tree, fast. 

In the workplace, managing a team of  uncooper-
ative individuals can be like herding cats. Monday 
mornings after a tough weekend can result in a 
person looking a little scruffy – look what the cat 
brought it! Then one realizes there are alterna-
tives to achieving the day’s assignments, otherwise 
known as more than one way to skin a cat. 

So, I’ve let the cat out of  the bag. I like cats after 
all, or at least my cat. Hug your cat, or your dog, or 
whatever pet you claim. We need them as much as 
they need us. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.
com.

Cat Talk: We need pets as much as they need us
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large commercial nursery near 
Omaha. “We had the space, so 
we started growing trees for 
him to sell,” Dvorak said. 

Now with many trees a bit 
too large to move, the Dvoraks 
enjoy them out of  the south 
windows of  their Elgin home. 
Their sights are now focused 
on growing woody florals such 
as curly willow and cardinal 
red osier dogwood, popular in 
winter arrangements. 

Though not used often now, 
Dvorak is obviously quite at-
tached to his tree transplanting 
truck, fondly called ‘Old Yeller,’ 
that he bought about five years 
ago. 

The workhorse machine 
ladened with multiple controls 
has massive blades that push 
deep into the ground creating 
a cone-shaped hole. The same 
blades surround the tree to be 
moved, dig it up, then the truck 
scoots to the new tree location, 
the tree is gently lowered into 
its new home, and straightened 
to perfection. 

Dvorak figures ‘Old Yeller,’ 
named for its weathered yellow 

From Page One

Dvorak
paint, has moved more than 
10,000 trees in its day, about 800 
under his watch. 

When Dvorak isn’t in his 
shop or digging with Connie in 
the dirt, he’s serving Elgin on 
the City Council, a job he’s had 
for five years. He’s up for re-
election in 2022 when he wraps 
up his second four-year term. 
“I’m committed to helping our 
community be the best it can 
be,” Dvorak said. 

A quick call to City Hall 
clarified his many responsibil-
ities – council representative 
to the Pool and Park Commit-
tee with Duane Miller, Water 
and Sewer Committee with 
Craig Niewohner, and Ordi-
nance Committee with Jim 
Kittelson. He was re-elected 
Council President for 2022 and 
is part of  the Water Conserva-
tion Committee and Board of  
Health. 

Dvorak is a member of  St. 
Boniface Catholic Church 
where he helped repair the 
third floor of  the grade school 
back in the day and now takes 
care of  new trees at Pope John 
Catholic High School. He also 
used to be active with the Ball 

Diamond Association when 
their children, two girls and 
three boys, were growing up. 
The Dvoraks have nine grand-
children ages 1-13. 

About his spare time, Dvor-
ak said he really doesn’t have 
any except “I’d like to learn 
how to fish again. Connie and 
I did buy a boat and hope to get 
it out in spring.” 

Asking the standard ques-

tion for these articles, “Why 
live here?,” Connie chimed in 
from the back room, “When 
he gets into the city, he can 
hardly wait to get back to 
Elgin.” Dvorak added, “It’s just 
the people, the lack of  drama, 
Elgin is our home.”

Thank you Mike, and Con-
nie, too, for having a steady, 
strong hand in making Elgin a 
great place to live. 

qualified distributions for 529 plans at the federal tax level to 
include apprenticeship and student loans. Legislation passed last 
year to add apprenticeships to the definition of  qualified higher 
education expenses. LB 864 would complete the process by pass-
ing enabling legislation on the state level to bring our 529 plan 
in line with the federal changes. This issue was brought to my 
attention by a constituent who wanted her son to have more flex-
ibility with his 529 plan, as allowed on the federal level. I worked 
with the Nebraska State Treasurer, John Murante, who adminis-
ters our College Savings Plan. 

He testified in support of  the bill, as did the constituent who 
brought the issue to me. No one testified against the proposal. 

If  you support or have concerns with any legislation before 
senators, I encourage you to contact me with your thoughts. 

I can be reached at tgragert@leg.ne.gov. My mailing address is 
District #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE  68509 and 
my telephone number is (402) 471-2801. 

From Page Four
Gragert

Obituary

Kathleen A. Hubka, 91
She attended St. Boniface High School then went on to earn a nursing degree from Creighton University.
Kathleen A. Hubka, 91, of  

Beatrice, died Sunday, Febru-
ary 13, 2022 at 
the Beatrice 
Community 
Hospital.  

She was born 
on June 10, 1930 
at Elgin to How-
ard and Verona 
Thille. Kath-
leen attended 
St. Boniface in 

Elgin and graduated with a 
nursing degree from Creigh-

ton University. On January 16, 
1952 she married Alan Hubka 
at Papillion and they lived in 
California. 

She worked for Contra 
Costa County Medical for many 
years, retiring at age 70. She 
returned to Nebraska in 2000.

Survivors include her son, 
Gregory Hubka of  Beatrice; 
daughters, Carol (Doug) 
Krantzman of  Beatrice, Kris 
(Scott) Garecht of  Prescott, AZ, 
and Mary (Paul) Pappalardo, 
Newark, CA; 13 grandchildren; 

37 great-grandchildren; six 
great-great-grandchildren; 
sisters, Joan Wentworth, Doris 
Kluthe, and Connie Coughlin; 
nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Howard and 
Verona (Deitering) Thille; her 
husband, Alan Hubka, who 
died September 2, 1992; two 
brothers, Howard Thille and 
Donald Thille; sister, Marie 
Legate; grandson, Anthony 
Hernandez.

Funeral services will be held 

at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Febru-
ary 25, 2022 at Fox Funeral 
Home of  Beatrice with Chap-
lain Sharon Schuster officiat-
ing.  Burial will be at the St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery of  
Beatrice.  A memorial has been 
established to the family’s 
choice. The body will lie in 
state at the Fox Funeral Home 
on Thursday, February 24 from 
8 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Fox Funer-
al Home & Cremation Services 
of  Beatrice.

xxxxxx
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Still some magic
in the old gym

See EPPJ, Page Seven

St. Boniface gymnasium has hosted 
many events through the years.

Sitting in the stands last week, I 
asked two PJCC graduates how old 
the gym was. They didn’t have an 
answer, but said when they were in 
high school they played their games 
there.

There have been plenty of  bazaars 
held their, craft shows too. However, 
as great as those events have been, 
there may not have been another 
night like Thursday night in this gem 
of  a gymnasium.

On that night, the Wolfpack played 
a boys/girls doubleheader against 
our good friends to the north - the 
Summerland Bobcats.

As expected, those wooden 
bleachers were packed on both 
sides of  the floor for this late season 
showdown.

When the night wrapped up, the 
showdown never really materialized 
as the Wolfpack teams both posted big 
victories.

That’s not the reason for this essay. 
No, the reason to bring up the games 
is the long-range shooting. I’m not 
a big fan of  the three-point shot, 
I think it’s taken away the beauty 
of  basketball where execution and 
strategy have been replaced by lining 
up behind the line and tossing up 
shots. Having said that, Thursday 

night was 
different - really 
different.

On this night, 
both the boys 
and girls team 
shot 50 percent 
or better from 
behind the arc.

Generally 
speaking, 
coaches are 
happing if  their 
teams made 33 
percent of  their 
attempts. Some 
nights they’re 
happy as can 
be when that 
happens. Some 
nights the ball 
just doesn’t fall. 
Shoot too many 

treys on a cold night and you can 
almost guarantee a loss on the record 
books.

Again, Thursday night was 
different. In the boys game, EPPJ 
made 15 of  29 three-point attempts. 
Paiton Hoefer made seven of  eight 
attempts, Jack Wemhoff  made four of  
five. 

They were in “the zone.” Every shot 
looked like it was going in from the 
time it left their hands. They were 
“feeling it.”

I’ve never seen anyone shoot the 
ball like Paiton did. It kinda reminded 
me of  those three-point shot 
competitions the NBA held during all-
star weekend when Larry Bird used 
to sink shot after shot after shot.

Paiton is no Larry Bird, at least not 
yet. But on this night, against this 
team, he put on a game to remember.

The Wolfpack girls made eight of  
16 three-point attempts. Sophomore 
Keyera Eisenhauer made three of  six, 
Sara Bode made both of  her attempts 
and junior Taylynne Charf  knocked 
down two of  five shots.

I’ve been kidding Keyera that she’s 
going to set the school record with 
seven three-point baskets. She hasn’t 
done it yet, but from my vantage 
point, it’s going to happen either next 
year or the year after. 

The game of  basketball has changed 
so much. From Wilt and West to 
McAdoo and Bird, Jordan and Magic - 
they played the beautiful game.

Now, there’s nothing sweeter than 
a 30-footer from Steph Curry or Klay 
Thompson.

Oh well, it’s good to know there’s 
still some magic in the old gym. 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

BURWELL — Wolfpack wrestler Carter Beckman 
punched his ticket to the state wrestling tournament 
Saturday by winning the 126-pound weight class at the 
Class D3 District Tournament. It took the junior wrestler 
just four matches to win the weight class and take his 
talents to the next level - the NSAA State Wrestling 
Tournament in Omaha later this week.

“This was the time to go (and perform),” Beckman 
said about the two-day district tournament whereby his 
own admission, he wrestled the best he has all season. 
Admittedly, that’s hard to say when you compile a 29-6 
record, but the evidence for the statement could be found 
on the wrestling mats Saturday. For it was there, starting 
in the semi-finals and then in the championship match 
where Beckman showed grit and determination.

In the semi-final round, he faced Jordan Mosel of  
Plainview. In matches earlier in the season, they had split. 
But, when it mattered most, Beckman took a 4 to 2 lead and 
then denied Mosel at every opportunity, to tie the score 
with a late reversal.

In the championship match, Beckman faced Southwest’s 
Carter VanPelt who walked onto the mat with just one loss. 
Three periods later, he walked off  the match with just his 
second loss as Beckman won 6 to 3, a takedown late in the 
match securing the victory.

“It was a great battle,” Beckman said of  his match 
against VanPelt. “I just didn’t let him get to what he 
wanted to do. There were a few scramble situations and 
I got the lead … I just kept circling and fighting and got a 
takedown towards the end of  the third period.”

The contingent of  Wolfpack fans, seated near one 
another, let out a roar that filled the gym when the match 
concluded.

Coach Mike Zegers said the VanPelt match was a great 
match. Beckman had lost to him earlier in the year. “He 
beat us on our feet,” Zegers said of  the first match between 
the two wrestlers. “This time we turned the tables. We took 
offense and made our offense work. We took him down.”

Two other Wolfpack wrestlers just missed out on a trip to 
state, losing in the ‘heartbreak’ round.

Sophomore Samuel Hemenway, competing in the 
195-pound division, on Friday won his quarterfinal match 
with a pin over Dominique Manning to advance to the 
semi-finals Saturday. There, he faced Anselmo-Merna’s Sid 
Miller. Miller and Hemenway took each other’s best shots 
well into the second period. Miller then registered a pin 
over Hemenway at 3:10.

The loss dropped Hemenway into the consolation semi-
finals where he faced Thayer Central’s Cameron Schulte. 
Schulte’s experience, having won 39 matches this year, won 
out as he registered a pin over Hemenway at the 4:18 mark.

Hemenway’s best days on the mats are ahead of  him as 
he finished the season with an 18-15 record.

At 152 pounds, senior Thomas Warnke turned in his 
best effort of  the season at Burwell. On Friday, Warnke 
pinned Keegan Poppe of  Wisner-Pilger to advance to the 
semi-finals. On Saturday morning, Warnke was matched 
up against John Lejia of  Plainview. The contested match 
went the full three periods with Lejia pulling out a 12 to 
6 decision. Then, in the heartbreak round, Warnke ran 
into Thayer Central’s Nate Burd who pinned the Wolfpack 
wrestler at 2:16.

“Hemenway and Warnke wrestled really well, making 
it to the semi-finals,” Coach Mike Zegers said about the 
Wolfpack’s efforts Saturday. “Each had some opportunities, 
they just didn’t advantage of  them. They went down 
swinging. My biggest motto is ‘leave it on the match, no 
regrets’ and that’s what they did. “They walked off  the 
mats and they had nothing left. I can’t ask for any more.”

Two other wrestlers competed for EPPJ Friday but failed 
to advance to Saturday. At 113 pounds, Kaeden Schwarting 
saw his season come to an end, losing by pin to Garrett 
Wedemeyer of  Ravenna and Austin Kennicutt of  Overton.

At 132 pounds, Jack Barlow faced a tough draw. Scout 
Ashburn of  Plainview pinned Barlow in 21 seconds. Then, 
after receiving a bye in consolation round #1, Barlow’s 
season ended with a loss to Bo Pokorny of  Central Valley.

Individual results were:
113 pounds — Champ. Round 1 - Garrett Wedemeyer 

(Ravenna) 15-7 won by fall over Kaeden Schwarting (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 3-18 (Fall 3:07); Cons. Round 1 - Austin 
Kennicutt (Overton) 18-22 won by fall over Schwarting 
(Fall 1:46)

126 — Champ. Round 1 - Carter Beckman (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 29-6 won by fall over Gabe Liermann (Wisner-
Pilger) 5-28 (Fall 0:56); Quarterfinal - Beckman won by fall 
over Alex Spotanski (Shelton) 6-7 (Fall 0:59); Semifinal - 
Beckman won by decision over Jordan Mosel (Plainview) 
35-12 (Dec 4-2); 1st Place Match - Beckman won by decision 
over Carter VanPelt (Southwest) 28-2 (Dec 6-3)

132 — Champ. Round 1 - Scout Ashburn (Plainview) 46-4 
won by fall over Jack Barlow (Elgin Public/Pope John) 1-16 
(Fall 0:21); Cons. Round 1 - Barlow received a bye; Cons. 
Round 2 - Bo Pokorny (Central Valley) 28-20 won by fall 
over Barlow (Fall 1:58)

Beckman headed back to State!
Hemenway, Warnke just miss state berths with ‘heartbreak round’ losses

Wolfpack wrestlers shined Saturday at the 
D3 District Wrestling Tournament at Burwell. 
(Above) Carter Beckman starts to escape from 
Southwest’s Carter VanPelt. In the champion-
ship match, Beckman handed VanPelt just 
his second loss of the season. (Left) Samuel 
Hemenway braces himself against Thayer 
Central’s Cameron Schulte in the ‘heartbreak’ 
round. Schulte denied Hemenway a trip to 
state with a third period pin. (Below) Thomas 
Warnke went eye to eye with Thayer Central’s 
Nate Burd in the consolation finals. Warnke 
lost by pin in a match where the winner would 
advance to the state meet. E-R photos/DMor-
gan
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Colton
Wright

Don’t put away the foot-
ball pads quite yet Colton!

On Tuesday morning, it 
was announced that Wolf-
pack senior Colton Wright 
has been selected to partici-
pate in the 
45th Annual 
Sertoma 
8-Man All-
Star game. 

The game, 
which 
features the 
best eight-
man players 
from across 
the state, 
will be held 
on Saturday, 
June 18, 2022 at the Hast-
ings College Football Com-
plex. More information will 
be announced about the 
game in the coming weeks.

Sertoma 8-Man 
All-Star Game to
include WrightELGIN — The Wolfpack girls 

basketball team again bested 
rival Chambers/Wheeler 
Central, winning 71 to 49 on 
Tuesday night (Feb. 8).

EPPJ broke the game open 
midway through the first 
quarter and never looked 
back. Trailing six to five, EPPJ 
outscored the Renegades 15 to 
three over a five-minute span 
to lead 20 to 9. Shooting guard 
Keyera Eisenhauer had five 
points in the quarter as did 
Taylynne Charf.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer’s 
combination of  having his 
team’s play fast on both ends of  
the floor, proved too much for 
the Renegades to overcome.

ELGIN — Playing a first half  
where they could do no wrong, 
Elgin Public-Pope John ran 
away with a 56 to 21 victory 
over Chambers/Wheeler 
Central.

The Wolfpack’s high-powered 
offense put 52 points on the 
scoreboard in an awesome 
display of  pinpoint passing 
and bullseye shooting. Not to 
be overlooked, the defense was 
fantastic in the first half  as 
well, limiting the Renegades to 
just six points, only one in the 
second quarter.

Over the final 10 minutes of  
the first half, EPPJ outscored 
the Renegades 32 to one.

When the lead reached 
40 points early in the third 
quarter, the clock ran 
continuously the rest of  the 
game. By that time. Coach 
Michael Becker slowed the 
game down as the Wolfpack 
scored only four points over 
the final two quarters.

The numbers tell the story 
on this night. EPPJ made 23 
of  47 shots from the field and 
were three of  nine from behind 
the arc.

Nine Wolfpack players put 
their names in the scoring 
column. Leading the way was 
senior Colton Wright with 14 
points. Junior Paiton Hoefer 
was the only other EPPJ player 
to score in double figures with 
11 points.

Wright led the team in 
rebounds with seven, one 
more than sophomore Gage 
Thiessen. Wright also led the 
team in assists with four.

Jack Wemhoff  and Nick 
Anderson, along with Wright, 
each had three steals in the 
game.

The victory boosted EPPJ’s 
record to 17-4.

EPPJ 56, CWC 21
Renegades……5    1   7  8 — 21
Wolfpack………30  22  4  0 — 56

Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-2 
0-2 2, Jack Wemhoff 2-2 1-2 6, 
Gage Thiessen 2-4 0-2 4, Paiton 
Hoefer 4-9 1-1 11, Austin Good 
1-8 3-4 5, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nick Anderson 2-4 1-2 5, Colton 
Wright 7-11 0-3 14, Ethan Hinkle 
1-2 0-0 2, Dylon Lueking 3-5 1-2 
7. Team totals: 23-47 7-18  56. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
3-9 (Paiton Hoefer 2, Jack 
Wemhoff).

Rebounds — Wolfpack 28 
(Colton Wright 7, Gage Thiessen 
6). Assists — Wolfpack 12 
(Colton Wright 4, Paiton Hoefer 
3). Steals — Wolfpack 20 (Jack 
Wemhoff 3, Nick Anderson 3, 
Colton Wright 3). Turnovers 

Wolfpack
dominate
CWC 56-21

Wolfpack trio combine for 42 points
in victory over Lady Renegades

With a 27-point second 
quarter, EPPJ took a 47 to 22 
lead into halftime.

The Wolfpack’s lead grew to 
34 points in the second half. At 
one point in the game, EPPJ 
scored 22 consecutive points.

The Charf  sisters (Taylynne 
and Ashlynne) tied for the 
team-high in points with 
14 apiece. Ashlynne had a 
double-double as she added 
10 rebounds. Eisenhauer, 
connecting on two treys, 
finished with 12 points. Skyler 
Meis had nine points and, 
coming off  the bench, Sara 
Bode and Maddie Kolm each 
had eight.

A telling statistic in the 
game was steals. The Wolfpack 
had 24 compared to just two for 
the Renegades.

The victory boosted the 
Wolfpack’s record to 15-5.

EPPJ 71, CWC 49
Renegades…9  13  11  16 — 49
Wolfpack…..20  27  12  12 — 71

Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-1 0-0 0, Ellie 
Ruterbories 2-4 0-0 4, Taylynne 
Charf 6-7 0-1 14, Ashlynne Charf 
6-9 2-3 14, Baylee Busteed 
0-2 0-0 0, Skyler Meis 4-7 1-1 
9, Kaylee Ramold 2-4 0-0 4, 
Callie Heithoff 0-2 0-0 0, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 5-12 0-0 12, Maddie 
Kolm 2-2 0-0 4, Kate Furstenau 
1-5 0-0 2, Sara Bode 2-3 3-4 
8. Team totals: 30–58 6-9 71. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
5-15 (Taylynne Charf 2, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 2, Sara Bode). CWC 
team totals: 18-47 7-11 49. 
Three-point shots — CWC 6-17.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 32 
(Ashlynne Charf 10, Ellie 
Ruterbories 7), CWC 26. Assists 
— Wolfpack 17 (Ashlynne Charf 
6, Maddie Kolm 5), CWC 10. 
Steals — Wolfpack 24 (Ashlynne 
Charf 8, Taylynne Charf 5), CWC 
2. Turnovers — Wolfpack 22, 
CWC 30.

152 — Quarterfinal - Thomas Warnke (Elgin Public/Pope John) 
6-9 won by fall over Keegan Poppe (Wisner-Pilger) 22-21 (Fall 
4:57); Semifinal - John Lejia (Plainview) 28-21 won by decision 
over Warnke (Dec 12-6); Cons. Semi - Nate Burd (Thayer Central) 
26-22 won by fall over Warnke (Fall 2:16)

195 — Quarterfinal - Samuel Hemenway (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) 18-15 won by fall over Dominique Manning (Wisner-Pilger) 
8-3 (Fall 2:21); Semifinal - Sid Miller (Anselmo-Merna) 32-7 won 
by fall over Hemenway (Fall 3:10); Cons. Semi - Cameron Schulte 
(Thayer Central) 39-8 won by fall over Hemenway (Fall 4:18)

From Page Six
EPPJ

match between Franklin’s 
Keller Twohig (30-16) and East 
Butler’s Luke Polivka (33-12).

The semi-finals will be 
Friday with the championship 
match slated for Saturday. 

From Page One
Beckman

Keyera Eisenhauer eyes the basket for two of her 12 points against 
CWC. E-R photo/DMorgan

Colton Wright had a team-
high 14 points against the Ren-
egades. E-R photo/DMorgan
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The Elgin Review

Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE
Estate of HARLAN G. HAAKE, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that the 

Personal Representative has 
filed a report of his administra-
tion and a formal closing peti-
tion for complete settlement after 
informal probate of Will of said 
deceased, for determination of 
heirship, and for determination of 

inheritance tax, which have been 
set for hearing in the Antelope 
County Court on March 2, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Petitioner
PUBLISH: February 9, 16 & 23, 
2022
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Harlan G. Haake

Proceedings — Elgin City Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
Reorganizational meeting of 

Park Cemetery Association, 
Friday, March 4 at 7 pm at Park 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ, west of Elgin.  For 

more information contact Chris 
Redding 402-843-2342.
PUBLISH: February 16, 23 & 
March 2, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice — Park Cemetery Association ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

February 7, 2022
The Elgin City Council met in 

regular session on Monday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2022, at 7:30 p.m., pur-
suant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• January regular and special 
meetings minutes, treasurer’s re-
port, transaction report, and pay-
ing the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 98.92; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 53.82; APPEARA, su, 76.41; 
The Elgin Review,  print, 510.53; 
Fitzgerald, Vetter, Temple, Bar-
tell & Henderson, se, 700.00; 
Brenda Reikofski, se, 162.50; 
Dean’s Market, su, 10.77; Eakes, 
su, 321.36; Kristin Childers, mile-
age, 46.80; Amazon Business, 
su, 24.44; IIMC, dues, 175.00; 
Northeast NE Clerks Association, 
dues, 20.00; AMGL CPAs & Ad-
visors, audit, 7700.00; Google, 
se, 12.00; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 192.87; Bank of Elgin, ins, 
2250.00; Nebraska UC Fund, 
ins, 18.75; Prudential, retirement, 
509.96; American Funds, retire-
ment, 131.68; US Treasury, tax, 
2358.26; Payroll, 3099.11

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 

1424.54
STREET: ERPPD, se, 947.94; 

Verizon Wireless, su, 43.52; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 212.34; 
The Elgin Review, print, 64.00; 
Complete Pest Elimination, se, 
3182.00; Bomgaars, su, 337.98; 
To Paving Assessment, transfer, 
4000.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
127.50; Payroll, 1995.59

WATER: ERPPD, se, 710.55; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 39.47; Verizon Wireless, 
su, 43.52; NE Health Lab, se, 
256.00; The Elgin Review, print, 
96.00; Albion News/Boone Co 
Tribune, print, 78.75; NE Mu-
nicipal Power Pool, su, 98.17; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 6.99; League 
of NE Municipalities, train-
ing, 95.00; K&T Central Plains 
Plumbing, se, 350.00; Holiday 
Inn Kearney, travel, 225.90; US 
Post Office, postage, 118.89; To 
Ross Schindler Acct, on acct, 
100.00; To Peggy Schneider 
Acct, on acct, 100.00; To Engle 
Taxidermy, on acct, 800.00; NE 
Dept of Revenue, tax, 17.31; 
Payroll, 3991.20

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 869.04; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 50.73; Midwest Laboratories 
Inc, se, 384.10; The Elgin Re-
view, print, 96.00; Albion News/
Boone Co Tribune, print, 78.75; 
NE Municipal Power Pool, su, 
98.17; US Post Office, postage, 
53.33; NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 
14.55; Payroll, 1530.72

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 151.44; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 57.92; APPEARA, su, 76.41; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 84.08; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 445.03

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 4819.50; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00; NE Municipal Power 
Pool, su, 98.17; US Post Office, 
postage, 53.33

POOL: ERPPD, se, 65.19; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 30.85; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 5.95; 
Bank of Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 341.91; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 50.55; 
Payroll, 467.88

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 59.85; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 117.27; Collaborative Sum-
mer Library Program, su, 56.28; 
B&S Concrete, capital outlay, 
6756.00; Barbara Bode, mile-
age, 15.21; Dianne Gunderson, 
mileage&su, 304.42; Three Riv-
ers Library System, training, 
20.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
118.21; Payroll, 1134.84

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 31.50
RESCUE: Corner Service & 

Tire, se, 86.50; Elgin One Stop, 
fuel, 83.03; Vicki Miller, su, 
19.24; Dean’s Market, su, 13.98; 
Bob Moser, misc, 200.00; Dean 
Schrage, misc, 200.00; Quick 
Med Claims, su, 164.99

• Utilize Neptune meters 
through Municipal Supply, Inc. in 
bid request to update all meters 
in Elgin

• Send for bids for two tankers 
of armor coat oil 

• Kevin Finkral approved to the 
Elgin Fire Department

• Complete Pest Elimination 
contract for mosquito spraying 
for $3,182.00

• File lien on property with un-
paid balance

• Cleaning position to remain a 

vendor
• Hire Emma Lordemann as 

full; time lifeguard
• Hire Baylee Busteed as city 

hall summer help
• Increase base pay rate by 

$1.00 per hour for summer po-
sitions, set starting pay for pool 
manager to $14.75 and provide 
$0.50 raise for returning full-time 
employees

• Add the Friday after Thanks-
giving and a floater holiday to the 
list of holiday’s City employees 
receive

• Building permits: Kurt Hanlin
The following agenda items 

were discussed:
• Stealth Broadband bringing 

fiber to home in Elgin
• Tabled Ordinance 665 Grant-

ing a non-exclusive franchise to 
Stealth Broadband, LLC

• Economic development pro-
gram

• Hydrants freezing at the 
campgrounds

• Tabled hiring the summer 
maintenance position

• Two quotes from Nebraska 
Generator Service, LLC for gen-
erator maintenance

• Sheriff’s report: 85.17 hours 
and three 911 calls in December, 
73.83 hours and six 911 calls in 
January

• Audit
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, February 7, 
2022

• Regular Meeting adjourned at 
8:16 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: February 16, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETING COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS AS A COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, ANTE-

LOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that 

the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-
braska will hold a County Board 
of Equalization meeting in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
in the Antelope County Court-
house Annex, Neligh, Nebraska 
on March 1st, 2022, at 9:30 AM, 
for the purpose of approving tax 
roll corrections, motor vehicle 
exemptions and various other 
items which may become neces-
sary to act upon.  Meeting will be 
opened to the public.  An agen-
da, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection at 
the Antelope County Clerk’s Of-
fice and may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of an 
emergency nature pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: February 16, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting — Antelope County
Board of Equalization

PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
Because its 
your right to 

know how your 
city, county and 
school boards
are conducting 

business for 
the public.
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Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education
ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

BOARD
Regular Meeting

EPS Distance Learning Room
February 9, 2022  6:30 PM

President Lisa Welding called 
the regular February Meeting to 
order at 6:31 p.m.  Board mem-
bers present were Eric Beckman,  
Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, Todd 
Heithoff, Luke Hinkle, and Lisa 
Welding. Also present were Su-
perintendent Mike Brockhaus 
and Principal Greg Wemhoff.   

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Law was posted in the meeting 
room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07.  Posting was 
done on the High School building 
window and post office bulletin 
board.

Todd Heithoff motioned and 
Ron Bode second to approve the 
Consent Agenda: #5- Minutes of 
Previous Meeting, #6- Adopt the 
Agenda, #7- Financial Report, 
#8- Board Bills. Motion carried, 
vote 6-0.  
AMH, Transportation, $156.00; 

Appeara, Maintenance, $390.45; 
Central NE Rehab, SpEd Ex-
pense, $206.83, SpEd Ex-
pense, $433.93, SpEd Expense, 
$341.58; COR Therapuetic, 
ESSER Expense, $2,875.00; 
Corner Service & Tire, Trans-
portation, $96.00; Eakes, Main-
tenance, $823.06; ESU #8, 
$37,324.70, Title IIA Expense, 
$324.50; Elgin Hardware, Main-
tenance, $207.55; Elgin One 
Stop. Transportation, $2,250.58; 
Elgin Review, Board Expense, 
$447.50, Business Expense, 
$1,004.50; Elite Office Products, 
Business Expense, $167.99, 
Instru Expense, $129.54; GP 
Communications, Business Ex-
pense, $612.22; Hometown Sta-
tion, Transportation, $1,115.97; 
Iburg, Sherri, SpEd Expense, 
$189.36; Island Supply, Instru 
Expense, $119.04; Junior Li-
brary Guild, Instru Expense, 
$710.00; Loup Valley Lighting, 
Maintenance, $328.80; John’s 
Disposal, Business Expense, 
$15.00; MSM Enterprises, SpEd 
Expense, $158.16; NASB, Ad-
min Expense, $75.00, Board 
Expense, $3,630.00; Nebraska 
Dept. of Education, SpEd Ex-
pense, $60.00; NRCSA, Admin 

Expense, $210.00; Newsela, 
ESSER Expense, $1,580.00; Ol-
son’s Pest Technicians, Main-
tenance, $99.00; OneSourcem 
Business Expense, $33.00; 
Precision Repair, Transporta-
tion, $758.97; Really Good Stuff, 
Instru Expense, $15.84; Reim-
bursement, $1,539.80; TMS, 
Business Expense, $72.00; Veri-
zon Wireless, Business Expense, 
$363.52; WageWorks, Instru Ex-
pense, $144.50 
Total Board Bills: $59,009.89 
February Payroll: $233,747.80 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 
$292,757.69 

President Welding recognized 
visitors and asked if the patrons 
had any comments.

Committee assignments were 
distributed to the board mem-
bers.  

In the principal’s report, Princi-
pal Wemhoff reported on the past 
month’s activities and upcoming 
activities.  The elementary math 
program will be using Expres-
sions for math curriculum next 
year.  On-site training will be ar-
ranged for the elementary teach-
ers.  The Annual Safety Review 
was distributed for the board to 

review.
Supt. Brockhaus reported that 

the Gator has been delivered.  
The Jr. class trip will be final-
ized soon for those vaccinated 
students.  A facebook page has 
been created and information will 
be sent out in the March newslet-
ter.

In action items, Luke Hinkle 
motioned and Steve Busteed 
second to approve on 2nd read-
ing Policy 201.02 - Board Mem-
bership – Elections and Appoint-
ments; Policy 201.05 – Term of 
Office; Policy 201.06 – Vacan-
cies Policy.  Vote 6-0, motion 
carried.

Heithoff motioned, Eric Beck-
man second to approve on 1st 
reading Policy 406.08 Certified 
Employee Evaluation Policy.  
Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Supt. Brockhaus presented a 
Teacher Evaluation Tool that will 
be used in the future.  Bode mo-
tioned, Hinkle second to approve 
the Teacher Evaluation Tool.  
Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Principal Wemhoff’s new 
2-year contract was presented.  
Heithoff motioned, Steve Bust-
eed second to amend the prin-

cipal contract to read “The Prin-
cipal may use up to three (3) 
days of his annual sick leave (if 
available) to attend funerals for 
friends or relatives not in the im-
mediate family and five (5) days 
of annual sick leave (if available) 
to attend funerals for immediate 
family.”  Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Hinkle motioned, Beckman 
second to correct the dates on 
the principal’s contract to read 
2022-2023 and 2023-24 school 
years.  Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Bode motioned, Beckman 
second to approve the princi-
pal’s contract for Greg Wemhoff 
for 2022-2023 with a salary of 
$98,747.10 and 2023-2024 with 
a salary of $101,413.17.  Vote 
6-0, motion carried.

The board reviewed the 2022-
23 school calendar.  Busteed 
motioned, Hinkle second to ap-
prove 2022-23 school calendar.  
Vote 6-0, motion carried.

Busteed motioned, Beckman 
second to approve Court Floors 
to refinish both gym floors at a 
cost of $2,780.00.  Vote 6-0, mo-
tion carried.  

Beckman motioned, Bode 
second to approve the early re-

tirement application and resigna-
tion and thanking her for her 23 
years of service to Elgin Public 
Schools.  Voting yes were Beck-
man, Bode, Busteed, Hinkle, and 
Welding.  Heithoff abstained from 
voting.  Vote 5-0 with 1 absten-
tion.  Motion carried.

In discussion items, the yearly 
schedule of the board agenda 
items was reviewed.  It will be 
presented for approval at the 
March meeting.  President Weld-
ing reminded the board of up-
coming workshops.  

Motion by Hinkle and second 
by Busteed to adjourn the meet-
ing.  Vote 6-0, motion carried.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:48 
p.m.

The next meeting will held on 
March 14, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Distance Learning Room.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Paula Jensen, Recorder
 -This is a draft copy and does 
not become official Elgin Public 
Board minutes until approved at 
the next regular or advertised 
meeting. 
PUBLISH: February 16, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

February 8th, 2022
Vice-Chairman opened meet-

ing.  Notice of meeting published 
as required by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes from January 4th and 
February 1st, 2022 BOC Meet-
ing.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AFLAC ins 850.00; 

AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP 
ins 15,853.47; ANTELOPE CO 
COURT ex 88.00; APPEARA ex 
31.78; APPLIED CONNECTIVE 
TECH ex 2,376.88; LUANN BAR-
TOS ex 47.46;  BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY ut 1,014.78; BCBS ins 
57,154.05; BLUE360 MEDIA ex 
174.59; BOMGAARS ex 285.42; 
DEBORAH BRANSTITER ex 
84.88; BUTCH’S BODY SHOP 
ex 46.50; CARHART LUMBER 
ex 54.96; CARNEY LAW ex 
6,448.24; CASEYS ex 200.89; 
CITY OF NELIGH ut 5,264.71; 
CLEARFLY COMMS ut 153.40; 
CLERK OF THE DIST COURT 
ex 164.00; COLDTYPE PUB-
LISHING ex 613.60; JUDITH 
COLE ps 10.00; COLONIAL 
LIFE/ACCIDENT INS ins 100.88; 
THE CORNHUSKER HOTEL 
ex 226.00; CREDIT BUREAU 
SVCS INC garn 20.29; CUBBYS 
ex 72.06; DAS STATE ACCTNG 
ex 562.68; DOERR & KLEIN ex 
8,611.97; EAKES OFFICE SO-
LUTIONS ex 811.60; JAMES 
EGLEY ex 50.00; ELGIN ONE 
STOP ex 374.40; ELGIN RE-
VIEW ex 425.14; ELITE OFFICE 
PRODS ex 775.50; FARMER’S 
PRIDE ex 576.24; FED WH tax 
9,999.75; KATHY FEUSSE ex 
56.60; FIRST CONCORD BEN-
EFITS ins 1,020.82; FLOOR 
MAINTENANCE ex 229.42; 
GREAT PLAINS COMMS ut 
489.91; LINDA GROSSERODE 
ex 90.32; DARRELL HAMIL-
TON ex 11.00; HI-WAY MART 
ex 128.50; JONNY DODGE 
ex 107.70; JULIE KRAUSE ex 
107.54; BOB KRUTZ ex 98.28; 

LIBERTY NATL ins 112.22; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 95.15; 
MICROFILM IMAGING SYS-
TEMS ex 122.00; MID-STATES 
ORGANIZED CRIME INFO 
CTR ex 100.00; DAVID MILLER 
ex 35.10; DUANE MILLER ex 
12.00; MIPS ex 3,088.24; AN-
GELA MORTENSEN ex 149.90; 
MR S’S ex 237.91; NACO PLAN-
NING/ZONING ASSOC ex 40.00; 
NEBR ASSOC OF CO TREAS 
ex 230.00; NEBR DEPT OF 
REV tax 4,704.07; NEBR EMER-
GENCY SER COMM ASSN ex 
15.00; NEBR HEALTH/HUMAN 
SVCS ex 186.00; NIELSEN INS 
ex 40.00; VSP-NACO VISION 
ins 495.91; OFFICE DEPOT ex 
112.72; VALORIE OLSON ex 
50.00; LISA PAYNE ex 252.85; 
PHYLLIS PERDEW ex 35.10; 
PINNACLE BANK ex 725.23; 
PITZER DIGITAL ex 381.52; 
QUILL CORP ex 170.84; KURT 
RAKOW ex 35.10; JANICE 
RIDDER ps 10.00; CAROLINE 
SIEMS ps 25.00; WEX BANK 
ex 107.48; SIRCHIE AQUISI-
TION CO ex 131.24; SOC SEC 
21,399.62; BRITTANY SPIEKER 
ex 61.12; STEALTH BROAD-
BAND ut 1,143.42; RYAN STO-
VER ex 75.00; DANIEL STUR-
GIS ex 50.00; DARREL TIMM ex 
55.30; UNIV OF NEBR-LINCOLN 
ut 45.02; US CELL ut 632.35; 
WASHINGTON NATL INS CO 
ins 349.12; BONITA WELKE ps 
22.00; DESIRAE WIENEKE ex 
70.00; GREG WORTMAN ex 
105.30; 319 GRAPHICS/T’S ex 
172.48; UNIV OF NEBR-LIN-
COLN ex 1,597.67; 

Road/Bridge: AG/INDUS-
TRIAL EQUIP ex 130.00; AKRS 
ex 1,754.27; AFLAC ins 235.76; 
AMERITAS LIFE INS CORP 
ins 10,775.64; AMH ex 270.00; 
BECKMAN LUMBER ex 168.72; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY ut 
1,262.16; BLACKBURN MFG ex 
4,394.87; BCBS ins 35,344.95; 
AARON BOGGS ex 79.71; 
BOMGAARS ex 1,349.48; CAR-
HART LUMBER ex 285.24; CAR-
QUEST OF NELIGH ex 1,733.85; 
CITY OF NELIGH ut 72.00; CITY 

OF TILDEN ut 74.64; COLONIAL 
LIFE/ACCIDENT INS ins 108.16; 
CONSTELLATION ut 795.33; 
CORNHUSKER INTERNATL 
TRUCK ex 269.85; CREDIT BU-
REAU SVCS ex 376.52; CRED-
IT MGMT SVCS garn 394.73; 
CUBBYS ex 695.75; DINKEL 
IMPL ex 179.85; DUSTYS ex 
74.01; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 
33.95; ERPPD ut 348.70; EMME 
SAND/GRAVEL ex 4,432.99; 
FARMER’S PRIDE ex 9,046.09; 
FED WH tax 7,272.47; RANDY 
FINCH ex 63.50; FIRST CON-
CORD BENEFITS ins 470.83; 
FRONTIER COMM ut 258.82; G 
WORKS ex 3,500.00; GRAHAM 
TIRE ex 610.44; GREAT PLAINS 
COMMS ut 531.06; CREDIT 
MGMT SVCS garn 370.64; IS-
LAND SUPPLY WELDING CO 
ex 228.16; JEO CONSULTING 
GROUP ex 6,600.00; JONNY 
DODGE ex 1,469.22; KAYTON 
INTERNATL ex 1,255.00; LAW-
SON PRODS  ex 531.08; LAZY 
T TIRE/IMP ex 70.43; LIBERTY 
NATL ins 260.76; LICHTEN-
BERG TIRE SVC ex 184.14; 
MADISON NATL LIFE ins 
84.10; MIDWEST SVC/SALES 
ex 971.60; MR. S’S ex 903.04; 
MURPHY TRACTOR/EQUIP 

ex 2,426.78; N&B GAS CO ex 
1,000.92; NEBR DEPT OF REV 
tax 3,280.98; NPPD ut 321.15; 
NELIGH AUTO/MACHINE ex 
242.51; NIRMA ex 459.00; VSP-
NACO VISION ins 316.61; NCP-
PD ut 233.09; NNTC ut 76.70; 
QUALITY IRON/METAL ex 
557.50; RAZOR TRACKING ex 
925.00; RDO TRUCK CENTER 
ex 7,311.76; REINKE’S FARM/
CITY SVC ex 147.82; ROAD 
BUILDERS MACH/SUPPLY 
ex 2,397.78; ROSE EQUIP ex 
456.04; ROYAL ONE STOP ex 
143.00; SAPP BRO PETRO ex 
9.35; SARGENT IRRIGATION 
ex 75.00; WEX BANK ex 708.81; 
SOC SEC 15,249.92; STEALTH 
BROADBAND ut 95.36; SWIT-
ZER WELDING ex 1,518.00; 
TRUCK CENTER OF NORFOLK 
ex 121.64; VERIZON ut 190.23; 
VILLAGE OF BRUNSWICK ut 
53.50; VILLAGE OF CLEAR-
WATER ut 66.50; VILLAGE OF 
ORCHARD ut 53.30; WASHING-
TON NATL INS CO ins 277.90; 

County Visitor Promotion 
Fund: NELIGH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ex 350.00; OAK-
DALE Q150 ex 350.00;

County Visitor Improvement 

Fund: NELIGH CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE ex 1,750.00; 

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
334.80; 

Law Enforcement Center: 
BOB BARKER CO ex 112.50; 
CASH-WA DISTR ex 2,602.72; 
CULLIGAN ex 90.75; APRIL 
CURTISS ex 60.00; FAITH RE-
GIONAL HEALTH SVCS ex 
270.00; GT DISTR ex 3,331.80; 
HILAND DAIRY ex 471.91; 
NEBR BEAN ex 24.00; NELIGH 
FAMILY DENTISTRY ex 752.00; 
PINNACLE BANK ex 118.93; 
WANEK PHARMACY ex 180.32; 

Commissary: BOB BARKER 
CO ex 539.28; CASH-WA DISTR 
ex 297.18; KEEFE SUPPLY CO 
ex 144.48; NEBR POPCORN 
SALES ex 12.00; PINNACLE 
BANK ex 259.56; QUALITY 
IRON/METAL ex 201.70; QUAL-
ITY IRON/METAL ex 22.45.

Extension Office 2021 Annual 
Report.

Approved liquor license.
Tabled: wage discussion, first 

responder policy, 848th Road 
obstruction resolution, access 
permit resolution and purchase 
of motor grader.

Correspondence was re-

viewed. January’s CDC Monthly 
Report; Treasurer Fund Balance 
and Revenue Report; Sheriff Fee 
Report were reviewed. Zoning 
Permit Report. Pledge collateral 
reviewed.

Met with Zelle regarding hu-
man resource management – no 
action.

Met with Stealth Broadband re-
garding broadband update.

Road Superintendent Report: 
approved purchase of culvert for 
835th Road.

Released TransCanada Road 
Use agreement.

Authorized Clerk to advertise 
for gravel, armor coat and as-
phalt for 2022.

Zoning Administrators Report. 
Approved administrative plat.

Approved hiring Charlesworth 
consulting for Insurance/Benefit 
review.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 16, 2022
ZNEZ

ELGIN — Ripping the nets 
with 15 treys, Elgin Public-
Pope John enjoyed their best 
shooting display of  the season 
Thursday night in a 73 to 38 
victory over Summerland.

Junior Paiton Hoefer made 
seven of  eight trey attempts 
and teammate Jack Wemhoff  
was four of  five from behind 
the arc in the victory. They 
and the rest of  the Wolfpack 
combined to make 15 of  29 
three-point shots, an incredible 
effort by a team which just 
keeps getting better.

Nearly everything worked 
in this game, a point Coach 
Michael Becker alluded to in 
postgame remarks.

“They were good shots,” 
Becker said about the treys. 
“We got it (the ball) inside, 
we kicked it out. We moved 
it well on the perimeter. … 
“They (Summerland) have 
some talent so we knew we 
had to come out right away 
and defensively play pretty 
physical on them and I thought 
we did a good job of  that early.”

Treys by Dylon Lueking, 

ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
girls basketball team wrapped 
up the regular season on 
Thursday night with a 69 to 47 
victory over Summerland.

“When we can run he floor 
we shoot so much better,” 
Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
said about the game. “I”m 
pretty happy with what we did 
tonight.”

EPPJ started fast, jumping 
out to a 31 to 2 lead just 
four minutes into the game. 
Sophomore Keyera Eisenhauer 
ripped the nets with two treys 
and Ashlynne Charf  added 
four points on free throws.

The lead grew to 32 to 14 
midway through the second 
quarter and, when the clock 
expired to signal halftime, 
EPPJ led 41 to 24. Sara Bode 
beat the buzzer with a trey 
which banked in off  the glass.

The second half  saw EPPJ 
outscore the Bobcats 28 to 23.

The Wolfpack’s lone senior 
on the team, Kaylee Ramold, 
had five points and four 
defensive rebounds in her last 
game at St. Boniface Gym.

“Obviously, we wanted to 
win tonight, but we know 
that they’re gonna come back 
ready to get us (sub-districts),” 
Ramold said after the game. 
“We shot lights out. We just 
got to bring that energy into 
Tuesday night’s game.”

Taylynne Charf  led the 
Wolfpack with 19 points, 
Ashlynne Charf  had 16 and 
Eisenhauer 15. That 1-2-3 
punch accounted for 50 of  the 
Wolfpack’s 69 points in the 
game.

Ashlynne Charf  added 11 
rebounds for another double-
double. Eisenhauer dished out 
a team-high seven assists and 
also tied for the team-high in 
steals with Taylynne Charf  
(each with five).

“We’ve been working on 
pushing the tempo,” Keyera 
Eisenhauer said. The fast pace 
helped her make all three of  
her treys in the first half. “I 
just had to come out and shoot 
and have confidence in myself  
and that’s just what I did.”

The Wolfpack wrap up the 
regular season with a 16-5 
record.

Gage Thiessen and Paiton 
Hoefer early in the game 
gave the Wolfpack a 12 to 3 
lead. Colton Wright and Jack 
Wemhoff  would add two more 
before the end of  the quarter 
to keep the pressure on the 
Bobcats.

The Wolfpack increased their 
lead to 39 to 24 by halftime. 
It was still a game early in 
the third quarter when EPPJ 
picked up the pace. Back-to-
back-to-back-to-back treys 
by Hoefer, Wemhoff  and 
Thiessen broke open the game. 
Thiessen’s trey at the 3:40 mark 
of  the third quarter made the 
score 53 to 30.

From there, EPPJ closed 
out the game, outscoring 
Summerland 20 to eight.

On this night, no one shot the 
ball better than Hoefer. “I was 
catching the ball and letting it 
fly. When you’re feeling it you 
just keep letting go,” he said. 
“They (the shots) felt really 
good. I was getting good looks. 
Jack was passing the ball well. 
Everybody’s passing the ball. 
Sharing the ball makes good 
things happen.”

Hoefer led the team with 23 
points, Wemhoff  and Colton 
Wright each had 12 points. 
Nick Anderson pulled down 
eight rebounds to lead the 
team. The victory boosted 
EPPJ’s record to 18-4.

EPPJ 73, Summerland 38
Bobcats……..12  12   8    6 — 38
Wolfpack……20  19  19  15 — 73
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 0-1 
0-0 0, Jack Wemhoff 4-5 0-0 12, 
Gage Thiessen 2-6 0-0 6, Paiton 
Hoefer 7-9 2-2 23, Austin Good 
2-7 1-1 5, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 1-2 0-0 2, 
Nick Anderson 3-3 0-0 6, Colton 
Wright 5-13 1-4 12, Ethan Hinkle 
0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 3-6 0-0 
7. Team totals: 27-52 4-7 73. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
15-29 (Paiton Hoefer 7, Jack 
Wemhoff 4, Gage Thiessen 2, 
Colton Wright, Dylon Lueking).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 26 (Nick 
Anderson 8, Colton Wright 6). 
Assists — Wolfpack 20 (Paiton 
Hoefer 5, Jack Wemhoff 4). 
Steals — Wolfpack 13 (Gage 
Thiessen 4, Jack Wemhoff 3). 
Turnovers — 13.

EPPJ boys, girls sweep Summerland Thursday night

EPPJ 69, Summerland 47
Bobcats……10  14  10  13 — 47
Wolfpack…..15  26  15  13 — 69
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Ellie 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Taylynne 
Charf 7-12 3-6 19, Ashlynne Charf 
4-7 8-10 16, Baylee Busteed 
0-1 0-0 0, Skyler Meis 0-5 2-4 
2, Kaylee Ramold 2-4 0-1 5, 
Callie Heithoff 0-0 0-0 0, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 6-11 0-0 15, Maddie 
Kolm 1-1 0-0 2, Kate Furstenau 
1-1 0-0 2, Sara Bode 3-4 0-0 8. 
Team totals: 24-46 13-21 69. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
8-16 (Keyera Eisenhauer 3, Sara 
Bode 2, Taylynne Charf 2, Kaylee 
Ramold). Summerland team 
totals: 19-57 5-15 47. Three-
point shots — Summerland 4-14.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 33 
(Ashlynne Charf 11, Skyler Meis 
6), Summerland 34. Assists — 
Wolfpack 17 (Keyera Eisenhauer 
7, Skyler Meis 3), Summerland 
8. Steals — Wolfpack 19 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 5, Taylynne Charf 5), 
Summerland 10. Turnvoers — 
Wolfpack 17, Summerland 20.

Against the Bobcats, Paiton 
Hoefer (4) made 7 of 8 treys. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

Wolfpack senior Kaylee Ramold 
works to get inside position to 
grab a rebound. E-R photo/DM-
organ
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In Wolfpack girls JV action 
last week, EPPJ posted 
victories over CWC and 
Summerland.

Against CWC, EPPJ 
prevailed 22 to 19. Sara Bode 
led the Wolfpack with 6 points 
followed by Maddie Kolm and 
Ellie Ruterbories each with 
4, Kate Furstenau and Callie 
Heithoff  each had 2 points.

On Thursday night, EPPJ 
defeated Summerland 43 to 23. 
Furstenau ripped the nets for 
17 points to lead all scorers. 
Heithoff  had 9 followed by 
Busteed 7 and Kolm added 6 
points.

The team finished the season 
with a 16-1 record.
Boys

In boys JV action, EPPJ was 

Wolfpack JV basketball scores
victorious in both their games 
last week.

Against CWC, EPPJ claimed 
a 22 to 19 victory. Camryn 
Pelster led the Wolfpack with 
10 points followed by Ethan 
Hinkle 5, Brian Heithoff  
2, Kellan Hoefer 2, Myles 
Kittelson 2 and Steve Nelson 1.

On Thursday night, EPPJ 
defeated Summerland 38 to 36. 
The Wolfpack were led by Gage 
Thiessen with 9 followed by 
Hoefer 7, Kittelson 7, Pelster 
7, Hinkle 5, Taylor Beckman 2 
and Corbin Kinney 1.

The EPS Speech Team 
opened their season at the 
Lindsay Holy Family meet 
Friday. Eleven students 
competed in four events:  
OID, Poetry, Serious and 
Humorous. The OID of  
Baylee Busteed, Brenna 
Martinsen, Chloe Henn, 
Callie Heithoff  and Sa-
mantha Durre ranked first 
in Round 1 with a 49, but 
came up with a tougher 
Round 2, missing finals. 
They ended the day with a 
Superior Rating.

The OID of  Jack Wem-
hoff, Ethan Hinkle, Wil-
liam Heilhecker, Austin 
Good and Corbin Kinney 
also earned a Superior 
Rating.

Henn earned a Superior 
Rating in Humorous Prose 
and placed 3rd in both 
rounds.

Heithoff  also received a 
Superior Rating in Serious 
Prose.

Heilhecker earned a Su-
perior Rating in his Poetry 
Program, as did Jamie 
Dozler in Serious Prose.

According to coaches 
Jessie Reestman and Stacy 
Shumake-Henn, it was 
nice to get the team out to 
compete. “It was a good 
day to get some of  our 
events up and running. We 
always appreciate getting 
feedback from the bal-
lots to see what we need 
to work on. We saw some 
good things, but we also 
have a lot of  work to do.”

The next meet will be 
the NVC meet hosted by St. 
Mary’s on Feb. 16 (today). 

EPS speech
team opens
season at LHF

Ten juniors and seniors from Elgin Public Schools were selected recently to the Niobrara Valley Confer-
ence Principal’s All-Academic Team. To be chosen, they must have a grade point average of 3.5 or higher. 
Standing (l-r): William Heilhecker, Austin Good, Jack Wemhoff, Colton Wright, Ethan Hinkle, Corbin Kin-
ney and Kristopher Moreno. Seated: Isabella Smidt, Jamie Dozler and Maddie Kolm. Photo submitted

EPS places 10 on NVC all-academic team

It Pays To 
Advertise!

Dean’s List, College of  Busi-
ness, management; Ashton 
Krebs, senior, Dean’s List, 
College of  Arts and Sciences, 
political science; Calli Marie 
Krebs, senior, Dean’s List, Col-
lege of  Education and Human 
Sciences, nutrition and health 
sciences; Claire Whitesel, 
freshman, Dean’s List, Explore 
Center, pre-health.

Petersburg — Kyle Schum-
acher, junior, Dean’s List, Col-
lege of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources, agron-
omy; Seth Wright, freshman, 
Dean’s List, College of  Agri-
cultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, agribusiness.

Tilden — Bailey Frey, senior, 
Dean’s List, College of  Edu-
cation and Human Sciences, 
business, marketing and infor-
mation technology; and work-
based learning (9-12); Kimberly 
Frey, junior, Dean’s List, Col-
lege of  Business, accounting; 
Adam Miller, freshman, Dean’s 
List, College of  Engineering, 
mechanical engineering.
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Bartlett News

By Sherry Tetschner
A cake and punch reception 

was held Friday afternoon 
after school to thank Becky 
Smith and Bethany Wagner 
for all their service to Wheeler 
Central. Becky and Bethany 
will be pursuing new careers.

Bethany Wagner has been 
the business manager of  
Wheeler Central for a number 
of  years doing an excellent 
job.  She will now have more 
time to focus on  her own 
business “Sandhills Savory,” 
and an online store “Brass 
Bunk House.”  

Becky Smith has worn many 
hats at Wheeler Central for a 
number of  years helping with 
the school daycare,  doing 
custodial work, helping in the 
kitchen, substituting for many 
teachers and the school office. 
The staff  at Wheeler Central 
can’t really think of  anything 
she hasn’t helped with in some 
way.  

Becky has taken the position 
of  Administrative Assistant at 
Country Partners in Bartlett.  

The Wheeler Central staff  
wishes the best for Becky and 
Bethany.  We are grateful for 
all they gave of  themselves to 
make Wheeler Central a better 
school and wish them the best 
in their new careers.  

Becky Smith (l) and Bethany 
Wagner (r).

The Nebraska Department of  Health and Human Services is 
teaming up with the Nebraska Pharmacists Association and 
Region 4 Behavioral Health System for a statewide project that 
will distribute free Narcan nasal spray kits in Albion, Nebraska, 
beginning February 9, 2022. The partnership will allow family 
members or friends of  a person at risk of  opioid overdose or the 
person at risk of  opioid overdose themselves to access Narcan 
nasal spray at no cost, without a prescription or insurance. One 
can now access free Narcan nasal spray at the following location: 
Good Life Discount Pharmacy, 124 S. 4th Street, Albion.

Narcan Program Expands to Albion


