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The high temperature last 
week was 58 degrees recorded 
on January 31 and February 
5. The low was -8 degrees on 
February 2. No precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Jan 31 58 23   
Feb 1 26 01  
Feb 2 13 -8  
Feb 3 21 -4    
Feb 4 24 08    
Feb 5 58 21  
Feb 6 40 18    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for February ......... .. 0.00
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.02

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Harlan 
G. Haake

Notice — Estate of  Nadene 
Hughes

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 
Volume 139, Number 20  Wednesday, February 9, 2022    ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA 68636     USPS Number 172-820   1 Section, 12 Pages

The regular February 
meeting of  the District #18 
Board of  Education will be 
held tonight, Feb. 9.

Scheduled to begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the distance learning 
room at the high school, the 
school board is expected to 
take action on two personnel 
matters. They are:

1) Approve a new contract 
for Principal Greg Wemhoff

2) Approve art teacher Rita 
Heithoff ’s early retirement 
application and resignation 
letter. In last week’s issue of  
The Elgin Review, Heithoff  
announced she would be 
retiring at the end of  the 
2021-22 school year.

Also, the board is expected 
to act on the following items:

• Approve 2022-23 calendar.
Items listed for discussion 

only is an updated tentative 
board agenda schedule.

The meeting is open to the 
public.

District #18 School
Board to hold
regular meeting

Red Cross Bloodmobile
will be here on Wednesday, Feb. 23

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Bones break. It happens.
But compound fractures, 

that’s another story, one an 
Elgin man dealt with several 
weeks ago.

Today, Steve Busteed is home 
recovering from a compound 
fracture which occurred 
Thursday, Jan. 27. He shared 
his story last week with The 
Elgin Review.

About mid-morning, he 
said he was on a four-wheeler 
sorting a steer off  of  another 
bunch of  cattle in a pen near 
home. The steer, he said, 
wasn’t cooperating very well.

“I tried making a sudden 
stop and the brakes locked 
up, throwing me over the 
handlebars and in front of  
the 4-wheeler,” he said. “The 
4-wheeler’s back end actually 
flipped over the front and laid 
upside down. I somewhat land-
ed on my feet and rolled. Not 
sure if  I broke my leg when I 
landed or when the 4 wheeler 
clipped my lower legs. 

“I wasn’t pinned however. 
Laying there I could tell some-
thing wasn’t quite right with 
my left ankle area. Not a sharp 
pain, but a heavy aching feel-
ing. I pulled up my pant leg to 
see what the problem was and 
blood started running through 
my sock just above the top of  
my boot. That’s when I knew I 
had problems!”

The first thing he thought of  
was to get a turniquet on his 
leg right away. 

“I always wear a belt to hold 
my pliers when I work, so I 
took that off  and put it around 
my leg below 
my knee. No 
one else was 
at home at the 
time, so I had 
to make some 
phone calls. 
Fortunately my 
cell phone was 
in my jean’s 
pocket and I 
had cell service. 
I first called 911 
and gave them 
my address for the ambulance 
to come to. Next I got ahold of  
my wife, who was on her way 
home from town, and a friend/
neighbor, Jeremy Hoefer, that 
I knew was in the area moving 
cows. They both were there a 
few minutes before the ambu-
lance arrived. 

“The ambulance made good 
time as well, showing up in less 
than a half  hour after I called. 
Not bad considering it’s about 
a 15 minute drive from town! 
They took great care getting 
me on the stretcher and loaded 
into the ambulance.”

The ambulance transported 
him to Antelope Memorial Hos-
pital where initial treatment 
began, then he was transferred 
to a medical facility in Omaha 
where it was revealed the he 
had a fibular compound frac-
ture.

He said the fracture was 
miraculously back in line by 
the time he got to Omaha, so 
surgery wasn’t needed.

He was discharged the next 
day and returned home.

“(We have) some awesome 
neighbors, family, and friends 
(who) have stepped in and 
helped take over doing chores 
and brought over food, until 
we can find some longer term 
help. Since the fibula is a non-
weight bearing bone recovery 
is usually a little quicker (to 
heal).”

Busteed was very fortunate 
he sustained no other major 
injuries and was able to get 
quick medical help from the 
Elgin Rescue Squad.

Update: On Monday,  Busteed 

Steve
Busteed

Busteed on
the mend after
compound fracture

Meeting last week, the 
Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners approved 
several appointments to 
county boards.

The commissioners 
approved appointments of  
Dave Miller, Kurt Rakow 
and Ron Thiele to three-year 
terms on the Antelope County 
Planning Commission. 

In a separate motion, 
approved for three year terms 
on the Antelope County Board 
of  Adjustments were Corey 
Curtis and Derek Zuhlke.

Following an interview, the 
commissioners voted 5-0 to 
approve Gordon Doerr to serve 
on the Weed Authority Board.

Also during the meeting, the 
commissioners approved three 
grants. They were:

• $350 to the Village of  
Oakdale for Q150

• $350 sought by the Neligh 
Chamber of  Commerce for the 
Antelope County Ag & Home 
Expo coming up in the near 
future

• $1,750 for an improvement 
grant sought by the Neligh 
Chamber of  Commerce for 
courthouse lawn lighting

Money was also part of  the 
discussion when bids were 
opened for the Ashfalls North 
project for Antelope and Knox 
Counties. 

Submitting the low bid and 
awarded the project was Dixon 
Construction Co. Their bid 
was just over $850,000 with a 
start date of  August 29, 2022.

Others submitting bids were 
JJK Construction LLC from 
Ceresco, Simon Contractors of  
North Platte, Lincoln Midwest 
Infrastructure; and Theisen 
Construction of  Norfolk.

Following a public hearing 
concerning the possile closing 
of  848th Road (BT Section 20-
29/25-5), the commissioners 
voted 5-0 to deny the closure of  
the road. 

Board Chairman Charlie 
Henery said the county’s 
“hands are basically tied 
because legally we can not 
close the road denying access.” 

See BUSTEED, Page Two

All faiths are invited to attend a community prayer service 
dedicated to the healing of  Marin Schindler.

The prayer service, being organized by Dennis Wiehn, will 
be held at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Elgin on Sunday, 
Feb. 13. The service is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. and is open 
to all faiths who wish to come and pray for God’s healing of  
Mrs. Schindler.

Come join together and let us pray for her recovery.

All-faith prayer service for
Schindler to be Sunday

The Kevin and Marin Schindler family.

Schindler benefit to now be held at St. Boniface gym
A new venue will be utilized 

for a medical benefit to be held 
later this month in Elgin.

Organizers for the medical 
benefit for Pope John teacher 
Marin Schindler and family 
met last week and determined 
that participation has grown 
to the point that the Elgin 
Knights of  Columbus Hall 
could no longer adequately 
serve in that capacity.

As a result, organizers have 
decided to utilize St. Boniface 
Gymnasium as site of  the 

event to be held Saturday, Feb. 
26. A snow date will be the next 
day, Sunday, Feb. 27.

A meal featuring chili and 
chicken noodle soups will be 
served from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the gymnasium. 

The meal will be a free will 
offering.

Both silent and live auctions 
will be conducted between 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m., headed up by 
Ted Baum.

Schindler has been unable 
to work this school year do to 

the complications from a rare 
histiocytic disorder. 

Among the many items to 
be auctioned off  are guns, 
a gun safe, ammunition, a 
quilt as well as other assorted 
items sure to capture people’s 

interest.
Persons wishing to make 

cash donations can do so to 
the following address: Marin 
Schindler Benefit c/o Anna 
Meis, 83576 522 Avenue, Elgin, 
NE 68636.

Wolfpack students and fans, decked out in black, provided the boys basketball team with plenty of sup-
port Saturday night in the championship game of the Niobrara Valley Conference. St. Mary’s edged the 
Wolfpack in a thriller. Coverage begins on Page Six. E-R photo/DMorgan

EPPJ students, fans go black for the Wolfpack

Appointments
made to
county boards

Antelope County Election 
Commissioner Lisa Payne 
announced last week just 
one new filing occurred. 
District #18 Board President 
Lisa Welding has filed for re-
election. 

Also last week, District #18 
Mike Brockhaus clarified the 
candidates up for election 
this year. He said, after 
doing research, incumbents 
Welding, Ron Bode and Todd 
Heithoff  are up for election. 
Two other board members, 
Luke Hinkle and Eric 
Beckman, were appointed for 
four year terms. Those seats 
will be up for election in 2024.

The deadline for 
incumbents to file for re-
election is Tuesday, Feb. 
15. The deadline for non-
incumbents to file for election 
is Tuesday, March 1.

Lisa Welding
files for re-election
to school board

Klint Arnold is going to become a 
familiar face at Elgin’s City Hall.

Meeting with the Elgin City Council 
Monday night, Arnold said Stealth 
Broadband will be spending in excess of  
$3 million to bring fiber-optic service to 
the community. Of  that amount, he said 
$1.1 million will come from a grant from 
the State of  Nebraska, the remainder 

an investment by Stealth Broadband to 
provide state-of-the-art service to the 
community as part of  a larger effort to 
wire the entire county.

Work will begin in the coming months to 
install fiber-optic cable above ground and, 
where necessary, underground.

He said engineers from the company 
will be visible soon in the community. 

“Everybody inside the city limits will have 
an opportunity (for fiber-optic),” Arnold 
said. 

He said he hopes to work with the city 
to establish a non-binding franchise fee. 
Before that happens, the council will 
consult with the city attorney to work out 

Arnold explains fiber-optic project coming to Elgin

See CITY, Page Two
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New Arrivals

It Pays To Advertise!

Proud parents Jeremy 
and Amanda Kuhlman of  
Edmond, Okla., are happy 
to announce the birth of  
their daughter, Oakley Rose 

Kuhlman. 
Oakley 

arrived 
at 10:24 
A.M. on 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 15, 2021 
at Lakeside 
Women’s 
Hospital in 
Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 

She weighed seven 
pounds, five ounces and 
was 19.5 inches long.

Maternal grandparents 
are Dave and Pam Jochum 
of  Elgin. Paternal 
grandparents are Paul 
and Brenda Kuhlman of  
Petersburg. 

Great grandmothers 
include Phyllis Murray of  
Tilden, Lucille Kuhlman of  
Petersburg, and Marlene 
Henn of  Clearwater.

learned he has a torn ligament 
in his ankle which will require 
surgery to stabilize the ankle 
joint. That will mean 10 weeks 
on crutches and rehab to fol-
low, he said. Originally he was 
to stay completely off  his leg 
for three weeks and wouldn’t 
be able to resume regular ac-
tivities for another six weeks.

From Page One
Busteed

the details.
Arnold said he will be on 

the agenda for the March 
council meeting with more 
information to present about 
the project which, according 
to the terms of  the state grant, 
must be completed by July 
2023.

After the Elgin project is 

From Page One
City

completed, Arnold said the 
company’s intention is to 
spiral out to the rural areas 
around Elgin. 

To learn more, go to 
stealthbroadband.com.
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Sixty Years Ago
February 1, 1962

Firemen were called to the C. 
E. Sheets home when the water 
heater in their home caught on fire. 
Damage was slight and the fire had 
been extinguished shortly after 
the fireman were summoned. It is 
believed the fuel regulator of  the 
heater was faulty causing the oil to 
overflow. The  heater is located in 
their basement. 

Temperatures the past week 
were pretty much made-to-order 
with highs Sunday, Monday and 
Wednesday of  50, 52 and 59. Cold 
fronts Tuesday and Thursday 
dropped the mercury into the 
20’s. Icy streets here are gradually 
melting and becoming less 

Looking Back
hazardous.  

Fifty Years Ago
February 10, 1972 

Two Elgin Public High School 
students have been selected as 
Outstanding Teenagers of  America 
for 1972, according to Loren Nelson, 
principal. Nominees at EHS are Thad 
Genrich and Linda Elliot. 

Selection for the Outstanding 
Teenagers awards program 
automatically qualifies these students 
for further state, regional and 
national honors and scholarships 
totaling $7,000. Nominated by their 
principals, these students are chosen 
from individual schools across the 
country for excellence in community 
service and academic achievement.

The Mid-State Wrestling crown 
went to Howells last week at Battle 
Creek. Elgin PJ took second and 
Battle Creek was third. Most teams in 
the Mid-State conference participated 
in the Class C Tourney.

Mr. and Mrs.Eugene Boes were in 
Minneapolis, Minn. from Tuesday 
to Thursday last week where they 
attended a Land-O -Lakes meeting. 

Thirty Years Ago
February 5, 1992

Shelli Riedmiller, a senior at 
Midland College and 1988 graduate of  
Elgin High School, will be recognized 
for her basketball achievements 
during a Midland home game. 
Riedmiller recently set a women’s 
basketball school record at Midland 

for most career assists.
Four Elgin High School players 

were named to the Goldenrod 
Conference All-Tournament Team. 
Jill Kerkman was named to the Girls 
All-Tournament first team, and 
Lori Eggers was named to the All-
Tournament second team. 

In boy’s selections,Todd Heithoff  
was named to the All-Tournament 
first team, and Ryan Reestman was 
named to the All-Tournament second 
team. 

Twenty Years Ago
February 6, 2002

Western artist Herb Mignery and 
his wife, Sherry, are giving a special 
gift to Bartlett and the Wheeler 
County area. Mignery is giving 

the community a life-size bronze 
sculpture, “Silent Leather.” which 
he recently created. The sculpture 
features a cowboy on his horse, 
pausing during the heat of  the day to 
let pleasant thoughts take over. 

Tammi Buelt of  Littleton, CO, laced 
up her running shoes and ran the 
shortest distance that she has run in 
almost two years. Tammi, 41, is the 
wife of  Elgin native, Tom Buelt, and 
the daughter-in-law of  Linda Buelt of  
Elgin and the late Ray Buelt. Tammi 
was selected to be one of  the Olympic 
torch bearers who carried the torch 
through Denver on the way to Salt 
Lake City. She ran two-tenths of  a 
mile,  which is short compared to 
the triathlons and marathons she is 
accustomed to. 

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, February 14: 
Spaghetti w/meat sauce, 
garlic breadstick, lettuce 
salad, pineapple, milk.

Tuesday, February 15: 
Chicken & noodle soup, 
carrots/celery, cheese & 
crackers, cottage cheese, 
peaches, milk.

Wednesday, February 
16: (Evening Meal) Fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes 
& gravy, green bean 
casserole, angel food cake 
w/strawberries, milk.

Thursday, February 
17: Biscuits & gravy, 
sausage patty egg bake, 
hashbrowns, fruit salad, 
milk.

Friday, February 18: 
Sloppy joes, french fries, 
peas, applesauce, milk.

(Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 

subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50. 

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus

How many of  us find our-
selves more tired during the 
day than we would like to be? 
(My hands raised!)

We live in a society where 
we are encouraged to go-go-go 
and push through fatigue with 
more and more caffeine. But 
at a certain point, those habits 

catch up 
to us, and 
we are 
left with 
an over-
whelm-
ing sense 
of  fatigue 
that we 
don’t 
know 
what to 
do (and 
even if  
we did, 
we’re too 
tired to 
do it any-
way!).

In this 
article, 
I’m going 
to dive 

into some of  the top reasons 
why you might be fatigued and 
outline tips to help you find 
energy again.
Blood Sugar Regulation

Having varying blood sugar 
levels throughout the day can 
lead to troubles with energy 
slumps at mid-morning or 
mid-afternoon intervals. As 
our body tries to manage the 
glucose (sugar) in our blood 
stream, if  there is any problem 
in the process, we feel it as 
slumps in energy, especially 
right after meals.

Let’s go through the process 
of  blood sugar regulation:

When we eat any form of  
carbohydrate (apple, poptart, 
bread, doesn’t matter!), our 
body breaks it down into glu-
cose - a usable form of  energy 
for the body (otherwise known 
as sugar). Our body then 
senses that there are glucose 
molecules in the blood stream. 
This signals to the pancreas 
to release insulin, a storage 
hormone.

Insulin comes to the scene, 
“grabs” onto a glucose (sugar) 
molecule and takes it to a cell 
“door.” Insulin knocks on the 
door of  the cell, and if  there 
is room for storage in the cell, 
insulin acts as the “key” to un-
lock the door to the cell so the 
glucose can be stored for later 
use. Glucose that is stored is 
called glycogen, and glucose is 
typically stored in cells in the 
liver and muscles.

This process works efficient-
ly to ensure glucose doesn’t 
float around in our blood 

stream longer than it should, 
which is stressful and inflam-
matory for the body over time.

However, there are a number 
of  ways that this process can 
get off  track, leading to the 
blood sugar energy slumps 
discussed before.

For example, if  we have 
desensitized insulin receptors, 
insulin will not come to the 
scene when glucose is present, 
meaning that glucose stays 
in the blood stream longer 
than is ideal as the body tries 
harder and harder to “get 
ahold” of  insulin to come do 
its job. Eventually if  insulin 
can’t find a cell for storage or 
isn’t receptive to the body’s 
call, it will convert the glucose 
(sugar) to triglycerides (fatty 
acid molecule)  and store it as 
fat on the body. This solves the 
problem of  sugar in the blood, 
but can significantly drop the 
blood sugar levels too low too 
quickly, resulting in a drop in 
energy.

Additionally, eating large 
amounts of  processed carbo-
hydrates (donut for breakfast 
anyone?) all at once can lead to 
our blood glucose levels rising 
too quickly. As our body works 
to bring those levels down (a 
process that requires energy), 
we experience fatigue.

How do you fix this blood 
sugar related energy issue? 

Actually, it’s pretty simple: 
PFC balanced meals!

Having a source of  protein, 
healthy fat, and carbs prefer-
ably from vegetables on your 

plate at each meal (especially 
at breakfast and lunch!) helps 
keep your blood sugar in 
check. Also, avoiding added 
sugar, processed foods, refined 
grains/gluten, and vegetable 
oils can make a huge differ-
ence as well.
Adrenal Health & Stress

If  your adrenal glands 
are struggling from an over-
whelming amount of  stress, 
overtime, your body will not 
be able to have the energy to 
simply get through everyday 
tasks.

Our adrenal glands sit on top 
of  our kidneys and produce 
our stress hormone cortisol. 
Cortisol is a necessary hor-
mone, but abuse it (aka be 
stressed out all the time), and 
you will lose the ability to use 
cortisol to your advantage.

Cortisol is meant to be 
higher in the morning and 
fall throughout the day to help 
melatonin rise and allow you 
to sleep. However, if  you are 
constantly go-go-go all day, 
stressed from a variety of  fac-
tors, and not sleeping or eating 
well, overtime your cortisol 
pattern becomes dysregulated. 
You might be producing too 
much or not enough cortisol, 
both of  which can result in 
poor energy levels.

Managing stress isn’t easy, 
but in order to give your adre-
nals a break, IT. IS. A. MUST!
Sleep

Sleep is critical to our 
overall health as it is the time 
when our body recovers from 
the day. If  we aren’t making 
sleep a priority, we will be 
continuously tired. 

The best ways to support 

sleep are to avoid electron-
ics 2 hours before bed and/
or wear blue-light blocking 
glasses 2 hours before bed, 
drink chamomile tea, eat PFC 
balanced meals during the day, 
avoid caffeine after noon, and 
avoid strenuous exercise in the 
evening.
Caffeine Intake

You know who you are. Us-
ing caffeine to “survive” and 
get through the day is a sign 
that something else is off  in 
any of  the areas that we dis-
cussed above. 

Does this mean go from 6 
cups of  coffee a day to 0? Nope, 
not at all.

Instead, what I recommend 
is slowly start decreasing your 
intake each week by 10-25%. 
You may not have to cut it 
completely out, but in order 
for your body to reestablish its 
baseline health, you can’t have 
an artificial stimulant con-
stantly present.

What do you replace this loss 
of  caffeine with? Water! Be-

ing tired all the time is a very 
common symptom of  both 
short and long term dehydra-
tion. Most of  us are too busy to 
think about drinking enough 
water, but that is a small, 
FREE tip that can make a mas-
sive difference in your energy 

Here are some helpful tips for fighting fatigue
levels within a day or two.

Having no energy is HARD. 
I get it. But working on your 
health as a whole and finding 
ways to relax, eat real food, and 
sleep will help over time find 
you more energy!

The Pope John Speech Cru-
saders traveled to Atkinson on 
Saturday, Feb. 5 to compete in 
the West Holt Speech Invita-
tional. 

The meet involved 17 teams 
with 163 varsity entries. Pope 
John placed 4th as a team, 
with eight events medaling. 

Earning medals are as fol-
lows:

2nd in Extemporaneous 
Speaking: Linus Borer

2nd in Serious Prose: Linus 
Borer

2nd in Duet Acting: Matthew 
Dilly and Jack Barlow

4th in OID: Cale Kinney, 
Linus Borer, Emma Mlnarik 
and Brooklyn Meis

5th in Humorous Prose: Jack 
Borer

5th in OID: Emma Lea 
Ruterbories, Skyler Meis, Ellie 
Ruterbories, Kaylee Ramold 
and Taylynne Charf

7th in Poetry: Emma Lea 
Ruterbories

8th in Entertainment Speak-
ing: Skyler Meis

The next meet is Friday, 
February 11th at Lindsay Holy 
Family.

PJCC speech results 
from West Holt
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

A state Senator who won a nasty election battle 
with a member of  the same party is calling for 
an end to the official nonpartisan status of  the 
Nebraska Legislature.

Sen. Julie Slama of  Sterling insulted the founder 
of  the nonpartisan Unicam-
eral George W. Norris and 
most Nebraskans when she 
introduced her proposed 
constitutional amendment 
(LR282CA) to eliminate the 
requirement to nominate 
and elect members of  the 
Legislature in a nonparti-
san manner.

“It’s high time we end 
the idolatrous practice of  
celebrating Nebraska’s non-
partisan unicameral simply 
because it’s unique,” she 
said. 

Let me tell you what’s 
idolatrous Senator. It’s the 
attitude that Republicans 
like you have that you’re 
the only ones who can 
make policy that impacts 
the lives of  all Nebraskans, 

Democrats and Independents and Libertarians 
and whatever other party affiliations make this 
state unique.  

“This form of  government has failed to address 
structural issues in our state — from property 
taxes and school funding to Second Amendment 
rights — on the altar of  being ‘special,’” she said 
in a written statement accompanying her intro-
duction.

“This measure brings a renewed transparency to 
the Nebraska Legislature,” she said.

What transparency? Anyone who has been pay-
ing attention knows that there are 32 Republicans 
and 17 Democrats in the officially nonpartisan 
body. Once there was a Libertarian. Once there 
were a couple people who were officially regis-
tered as nonpartisan. Independent, we liked to call 
them.

Some of  those Republicans can be counted on 
to break ranks with the party stance, which is 
apparently orchestrated, by the Governor and 
his minions, many of  whom signed on to Slama’s 
proposal.

Slama is a registered Republican who was 
appointed to the Legislature by Governor Pete 
Ricketts in 2019 at the age of  22. She was elected to 
a four-year term in 2020 after a particularly nasty 
election battle with fellow Republican Janet Palm-
tag who had the endorsement of  former Governor 
Dave Heineman and several other notable Repub-
licans. 

Secretary of  State records indicate at the end of  
2021 there were: 594,126 Republicans; 355,306 Demo-
crats; 270,786 Nonpartisans; 18,253 Libertarians; 
and 1,303 members of  the Legal Marijuana Now 
Party registered to vote in Nebraska. Do the math, 
yes, there are more Republicans than any other 
group of  registered voters.

So, roll with that Senator Slama and idolize that 

Norris represented Nebraska in the U.S. Con-
gress from 1903 to 1943, first as a Republican 
member of  the House of  Representatives, then as a 
Republican senator, and finally as an Independent 
senator. Nebraskans voted in 1934 to replace their 
traditional bicameral legislature with a unicam-
eral legislature, which began operation in 1937.

Every act of  the legislature and every act of  each 
individual must be transacted in the spotlight of  
publicity, Norris said. In a one-house legislature, 
no actions could be concealed as was commonly 
done in the conference committee of  bicameral 
legislatures. Conference committees resolve dif-
ferences when bills passed in both houses vary in 
content. In Nebraska, the appointed six-member 
committee met in secret and members’ votes were 
not public record. Norris said these committees 
had too much power and could be influenced easily 
by lobbyists.

By the way, Moshman said, a unicameral legisla-
ture is also less expensive to run than a bicameral 
legislature. You can be sure that was a factor in the 
thinking of  fiscally conservative Nebraskans when 
they downsized the legislature. But finances aside, 
deliberative democracy is a good idea, and we 
desperately need more of  it today. A nonpartisan 
unicameral legislature is one way to foster that. 

Let’s review. Leave it alone.
.

number and leave the nonpartisan status of  the 
Nebraska Legislature alone.  

“There is no evidence to support claims that 
Nebraska’s nonpartisan Legislature offers any 
benefit to Nebraskans in policy outcomes,” Slama 
said. “No other states in America have adopted 
and maintained a similar form of  government,” 
she said.

Granted, there is often division over issues that 
separate most of  the Republicans from most of  
the Democrats, but they do not regularly vote in a 
bloc or answer to party leadership within the body. 
The late Governor Charlie Thone had a number 
of  Republican Senators the media referred to as 
“Thone Clones.” Heineman clearly had a coalition 
supporting him, as well. Ricketts has maybe 10-12 
who can be counted on to vote his way.

Writing in the HUFFPOST several years ago, 
political observer David Moshman noted that Ne-
braska law is better than it would otherwise be be-
cause it is generated through a process designed to 
promote deliberation. There is, in fact, substantial 
evidence in cognitive and social psychology that 
democratic deliberation increases the likelihood 
of  rational outcomes. In a time when party politics 
overwhelms genuine argumentation across the 
nation, Nebraska’s unicameral legislature may be 
worthy of  emulation.

Slama slams nonpartisan status of legislture as idolatrous

See GRAGERT, Page 10

We have reached the one-third mark 
of  this 60-day legislative session, but 
still have a great deal of  work to do. 
The various Standing Committees 
are busy holding public hearings on 
the 600 bills that were introduced in 
January. 

As of  February 3rd, public hear-
ings have been conducted on 257 bills 
during the first three weeks of  hear-
ings, but 343 bills have yet to be heard 
during the next four weeks before the 
public hearing process concludes and 
the Legislature begins to meet on the 
floor in full-day debate.

LB 925, the bill I introduced to 
create the Resilient Soils and Water 
Quality Act, was advanced from the 
Natural Resources Committee this 
past week. I have designated it as my 
priority bill. 

The purposes of  the Act are to ac-
celerate the use of  best management 
practices for healthy soil; protect and 
improve soil 
and water qual-
ity; protect the 
public’s health 
and enhance 
agricultural 
production and 
profitability; 
and to increase 
awareness, 
education, and 
promotion of  
best manage-
ment practices 
for healthy soils 
through peer-
to-peer relation-
ships, as well as 
demonstration 
and research 
farms. 

Under LB 925, 
the Department of  Natural Resources 
would hire a facilitator to assist in 
the formation of  a producer learn-
ing community (PLC). The PLC is an 
agricultural producer-led nonprofit 
voluntary organization dedicated to 
fostering the learning and sharing 
of  knowledge, while carrying out the 
purposes of  the Act. The intent is that 
the PLC would become self-sufficient 
after five years.

Thirty-seven other states have 
formed Producer Learning Commu-
nities, which were started because 
their members wanted to learn and 
enhance their working knowledge to 
promote best management practices 
for healthy soils to others. It has been 
found that producers can effectively 
learn from their peers. 

When I ran for the Legislature, wa-
ter quality was one of  my top priori-
ties. The quality of  our soil and water 
are vital, not just for increased agri-
cultural production, but for economic 
viability, long-term food security, and 
our quality of  life. High nitrate levels 
in wells across the state are of  major 
concern to me. 

Rather than focusing on being 
reactive and treating water with 
high nitrate levels, I am supportive 
of  being proactive and pushing for a 
comprehensive plan of  best manage-
ment practices for healthy soils. 

Public hearings were held this past 
week on two bills that I introduced. 
LB 779 was heard before the Govern-
ment, Military, and Veterans Affairs 
Committee. It would remove the 
10-year limitation on access to state 
tuition assistance for members of  the 
Nebraska National Guard. This bill 
would harmonize the National Guard 
with the Reserve component, which 
has no lifetime limit on tuition credit. 
This could serve as a recruiting and 
retention tool and would not require 
additional state funding. The National 
Guard testified in support and no one 
opposed the bill.

LB 1082 was heard before the Natu-
ral Resources Committee. It would re-
quire applications for annual hunting 
or fishing permits to include a ques-
tion asking applicants if  they want to 
add their name to the Donor Registry 
and donate their organs upon death. 
Although potential donors can also 
register when obtaining a driver’s li-
cense, this would allow for an annual 
registration opportunity, instead of  
waiting on our 5-year drivers’ license 
cycle. 

Other states with a similar law have 
seen immediate success in growing 
their donor registry. 

On any given day, there are approxi-

Here in the Good Life, we must not 
take our public safety for granted.  
We’ve seen other states fail to support 
law enforcement and underinvest in 
their corrections.  News stories with 
video footage of  rampant theft and 

outbreaks of  
violence have 
become the un-
fortunate norm 
in cities like San 
Francisco and 
Washington, 
DC.  Residents 
of  these areas 
feel unsafe, and 
they’re fleeing 
to find a better 
place for their 
families.  More 
than half  of  the 
San Francisco 
Bay area popu-
lation plans to 
leave perma-
nently in the 
next few years.  
Washington, DC 
lost over 20,000 

residents from July 1, 2020 to July 1, 
2021. 

By contrast, cities in states that 
have demonstrated a commitment to 
public safety are booming.  U.S. News 
and World Report lists nine Florida 
cities, and one in South Carolina, 
among the top 10 fasting-growing 
places in the United States.  Here in 
Nebraska, the Omaha metro is on 
pace to surpass one million residents 
in 2024 after growing again last year.

Nebraska is one of  the best places 
in the nation to raise kids.  A big 

reason why is the safety of  our com-
munities.  As a state, we fully support 
the men and women in blue, and we 
vigorously prosecute crime.  We must 
remain steadfast in our commitment 
to keeping our streets and neighbor-
hoods safe.

My 2022 budget recommendation 
to the Legislature puts a priority on 
public safety.  It requests funding for 
a much-needed replacement of  our 
State Penitentiary.  It expands the 
Law Enforcement Training Center 
in Grand Island to better equip the 
men and women on the frontlines of  
public safety.  It also adds capacity at 
the State Crime Lab to better process 
evidence and bring justice to victims 
of  crime.

The Nebraska State Penitentiary 
(NSP) is decaying.  As I noted in my 
State of  the State address, the NSP 
was originally built over 150 years 
ago.  It suffers from poor security 
sightlines, outdated technology, inad-
equate support spaces for program-
ming (as well as food service and 
recreation), and has a crumbling 
infrastructure.  A modern Nebraska 
State Penitentiary will improve the 
quality of  life for our inmates.   Just 
last fall, over 1,300 inmates in our 
State Penitentiary went without run-
ning water over a span of  three days 
due to corroded old pipes.  

We know that the majority of  
inmates housed at the State Peniten-
tiary are going to be released from 
prison after time served.  Part of  our 
responsibility to ensure public safety 
is making sure they’re prepared for 
that date and aren’t likely to reoffend.  
Nebraska benefits when our inmates 

have an opportunity to receive treat-
ment towards that goal.

With a modernized facility, we can 
also improve the safety of  our Cor-
rections officers.  A modern facility 
will have state-of-the-art technology 
and leverage up-to-date practices to 
enhance security.  How can anyone 
be against a safer working environ-
ment for our Corrections officers?  
A cleaner, accessible, modern, and 
more welcoming facility promises to 
enhance the well-being of  those who 
live there, as well as those who work 
there. Some believe we should make 
physical improvements at the current 
penitentiary instead of  pursuing a 
replacement facility.  This would be 
expensive and logistically difficult.  
It was recently estimated to cost $220 
million to renovate the 150-year-old 
property.  These costs are likely to go 
up as work begins on the old build-
ings and with inflation.  It will also 
be expensive to perform the work in 
the secure perimeter with the inmates 
present.

From other examples involving 
aged buildings, we know that costs 
typically overrun initial estimates— 
sometimes significantly.  In 2014, the 
Nebraska Legislature voted to reno-
vate the State Capital’s HVAC system 
at a cost of  $78 million.  Since then, 
the project’s costs have grown to over 
$116.5 million.  Digging into a nearly 
100-year-old building revealed issues 
unforeseen to contractors at the time 
of  the estimate.  Imagine the many 
unforeseen issues contractors would 
face if  we renovated our 150-year-old 
State Penitentiary. 

We are well beyond slapping a band-

aid on the rundown State Peniten-
tiary.  It is my intention to replace 
and mothball the old Nebraska State 
Penitentiary.

Our Corrections officers deserve 
the safer work environment that a 
modern penitentiary would provide.  
Our inmates shouldn’t be housed in 
a facility where they must wonder 
if  the water is going to work.  And, 
if  our goal is to provide people with 
the best opportunity for success upon 
reentry, then we must be willing to 
admit that the State Penitentiary no 
longer adequately serves that end and 
must be replaced.

While improving our prison system, 
we must also continue to invest in the 
men and women on the frontlines of  
public safety.  As law enforcement has 
come under the microscope across the 
nation, it’s more important than ever 
to equip our new cadets for the rigors 
of  the job.  Law enforcement trainees 
in Nebraska must meet high physi-
cal and academic standards.  They’re 
entering state law enforcement 
departments that have expectations 
of  impeccable conduct and reputa-
tions for integrity and honesty.  I’m 
calling for the expansion of  our Law 
Enforcement Training Center so that 
the preparation of  our new recruits 
in Nebraska is second-to-none.

My budget also requests the Leg-
islature to allocate $16.9 million to 
upgrade and expand our State Pa-
trol Crime Laboratory.  Advances in 
technology are constantly generating 
new tools to fight crime.  Investing in 
the State Crime Lab will ensure the 
State Patrol has the means to meet in-
creased demand to process evidence.

Enhancing public safety in Nebraska

LB 925 voted out
of committee
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Obituaries
Ronald B. Connick, 74

A graduate of Elgin High School in 1966, he was a fireman who enjoyed being a Boy Scout leader.
Ronald B. Connick, 74 of  

Sutherland, NE passed away 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 at 

Great Plains 
Health in North 
Platte, NE. 

Visitation 
with family 
present was 
held from 
4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday 
(February 2) at 
Odean Colonial 
Chapel and 

Friday (February 4) from 5-7 
p.m. at St. Boniface Catholic 
Church in Elgin followed by a 
Wake Service. 

Mass of  Christian Burial 

was held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 5, 2022, at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church  
in Elgin, NE. 

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin, NE and Odean Colonial 
Chapel of  North Platte are in 
charge of  the arrangements. 
Condolences may be sent 
to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com.

*****
Ronald Benjamin Connick 

was born at Lynch, NE, on 
November 22, 1947, to Darrell 
and Frances (Thompson) 
Connick. 

While growing up, Ron 
attended school in Niobrara, 
NE, Colon, SD, then Spencer 

and Bassett, NE, and 
eventually Elgin after moving 
there in the summer of  ‘63. 

He went on to graduate with 
the Elgin Public Class of  1966.

On June 14, 1969, Ron was 
united in marriage to Diane 
Bennett in Elgin and to 
this union three sons and a 
daughter, Patrick, Kelly, Troy 
and Michael, were born.

Ron worked at the Hormel 
Plant in Fremont, was 
the parts man for Bennett 
Implement in Elgin, then sold 
insurance for Liberty America. 

After living in Marble 
Falls, TX, the family moved to 
Windsor, CO, in the ‘90’s then 
to Tryon. 

Ron hired on with the Union 
Pacific Railroad and worked 
as a Diesel Mechanic until 
retiring in 2015.

Ron was a member of  Saint 
Boniface Catholic Church in 
Elgin and St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church in North Platte. He 
loved being around children 
and enjoyed being a Boy Scout 
Leader and a youth coach. 
He also served on the Elgin 
and McPherson County Fire 
Departments.

Ron was a wonderful 
husband and loved being 
around family, his children, 
grandchildren, great-
grandson, nieces and nephews. 
He also loved camping, fishing, 

Martin O. “Marty” Thorberg, 
72 of  Elgin, NE passed away af-
ter a 6-year battle with cancer 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at the 
Mid-Nebraska Lutheran Home, 
Newman Grove, NE.

Funeral Services were held 
Monday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2022, 
at Grace Lu-
theran Church 
in Neligh, NE, 
with Pastor 
Norlyn Bartens 
officiating. 
Burial followed 
at the West 
Cedar Valley 
Cemetery in 

Elgin, with military honors 
by American Legion Post 229 
and VFW Post 5816 of  Elgin, 
American Legion Riders and 
Army National Guard Funeral 
Honors Team. Visitation was 
held 4-6 Sunday at Levander 

Funeral Home in Elgin.
Levander Funeral Home of  

Elgin is in charge of  the ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****
Martin Otto Thorberg, 

the son of  the late Otto 
Martinus Thorberg and Doris 
Lorene (Thayer) Thorberg 
of  Petersburg, NE was born 
February 7, during the blizzard 
of  1949 in Norfolk, NE 

Martin attended rural grade 
school District #33 of  Boone 
County through the 8th grade, 
attended Albion Public High 
School, and graduated in 
1967.  In fall of  1967, he went 
to Universal Trade School 
in Omaha and graduated in 
June 1968. That same year, 
he went to work at Contois in 
Elgin, NE. In April of  1969, 
Martin was drafted in the 

U.S. Army and was honorably 
discharged in January 1971. 
Upon returning home, Martin 
attended Norfolk Jr. College in 
Norfolk, NE.  When he moved 
back home in 1973 he farmed 
east of  Petersburg with his 
dad. From 1974 until 1978, 
he was employed at Contois. 
In September 1978, Martin 
purchased the A.C. Carlson 
building and started Elgin Auto 
Parts until his retirement in 
2016. In 1999, Martin became 
a partner in RRAM Livestock 
located north of  Elgin.  

On May 25, 1974, at the Grace 
Lutheran Church in Neligh, NE 
Martin married Shirley Elaine 
Hofacker.  For over 47 years 
the couple made their home 
in Elgin. They had two sons 
Aaron and Brock. Martin and 
Shirley have been members of  
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Elgin since 1974. Martin was a 

member of  the Elgin Volunteer 
Fire Department since 1979.

In his free time Martin 
enjoyed hunting, especially his 
annual deer hunting trip with 
his sons in the Sandhills.  He 
also enjoyed spending time 
with his grandchildren.  Martin 
was always tinkering with cars 
and enjoyed helping fix things 
for his friends and family.  He 
was hardworking, outgoing 
and made friends everywhere 
he went. He invested in people 
and was humorous throughout 
life, even these last years when 
everyday was a challenge to 
enjoy life!  He was also so full 
of  orneriness!

Survivors include his wife of  
47 years Shirley Thorberg of  
Elgin, NE; his two sons Aaron 
(Kendra) of  Mullen, NE and 
Brock (Kristin) of  Ceresco, 
NE.  His grandchildren are 
Owen and Emerson Thorberg 

hunting and just being 
outside. Anytime he could, he 
would take the family camping 
and fishing. They spent a 
lot of  time together on the 
Missouri River and Ron even 
taught his kids and others how 
to water ski. 

Ron was dearly loved and 
will be greatly missed.

He was preceded in death by 
his father, Darrell Connick; 
brother, Ken Connick; sister-
in-law, Karen Connick; and 
stepfather, Jerry Prewitt.

Ron is survived by his 
wife of  53 years, Diane of  
Sutherland; their children, 
Pat (Leah) Connick of  
Shallotte, NC; Kelly (Greg) 

Lussetto of  Bridgeport; Troy 
(Kim) Connick of  Paxton; 
and Michael (Amanda) 
Connick of  North Platte; 
his mother Frances Prewitt 
of  Sioux City, IA; brothers, 
Jim (Kathy) Connick of  
Minburn, IA, Terry Connick 
of  Doniphan, and Jeff  
(Gloria) Connick, of  Sioux 
City, IA; 14 grandchildren, a 
great-grandson; brother-in-
law Richard (Lana) Bennett 
of  Elwood; two sisters-in-
law: Jolene (Paul) Schrage 
of  Elgin and Mary (Bill) 
Kaczor of  Ewing; along with 
many nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends

Martin O. Thorberg, 72
A native of Petersburg, he served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. For many years he owned an auto parts store in Elgin.

of  Mullen, NE and Tinley 
Thorberg of  Ceresco.  He is 
also survived by his sister Julie 
(Alan) Kettelson of  Petersburg, 
NE; stepsister Barbara Matson 
of  Neligh, NE; brother-in-
law Ken (Janet) Hofacker of  
Naperville, IL; half  sister-in-
law Lena VanAuker Downey, 
California; and stepmother-in 
law Bulah Hofacker Neligh, 

NE; as well as nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends. 

Martin was preceded in death 
by his grandparents; parents; 
stepmother Pearl; father and 
mother-in-law Bob and Bonnie 
Hofacker; half-brother Robert 
VanAuker; and one stepsister 
Beverly Van De Walle.
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Where are we
going boys?

An athlete and, similarly, a team 
wants to play their best during the big 
games on the schedule.

It’s been that way from the top of  
every professional sport down to the 
driveway and the sandlot, from the 
ball diamond down the street to the 
football field next to the school.

On Saturday night, in a school 
gymnasium located at Atkinson, 
the Elgin Public-Pope John boys 
basketball team had such a moment 
when, together, they played their very 
best in a 57 to 44 loss to O’Neill St. 
Mary’s.

If  you weren’t wearing black 
and seated on those historic wood 
bleachers, you cannot fully appreciate 
what was on display. That’s your loss. 

There’s no 
livestream 
which can make 
you feel like you 
are there, there 
never will be, 
not for a team 
sport where 
victory is the 
result of  all, not 
one.

You don’t 
feel the roar of  
the fans, the 
sound filling the 
gymnasium in 
such a way that 
you can barely 
hear yourself  
think. You don’t 
get the sense of  
how the players 
have to shout 

at each other to be heard, the coach 
has to raise his voice during timeouts 
to rise about the roar of  both teams’ 
fans.

Fans scream out support, they point 
out the referee’s mistakes. They cheer 
great plays and, with less decibels, 
they grumble when things don’t go 
their way. 

Voices who sound normal before 
the game starts, are frayed and hoarse 
by the time the final buzzer sounds. 
Mamas and some times papas, need 
a day or more to sound normal again 
(tip: cinnamon tea helps). 

Sounds bounce off  the walls, the 
referee’s whistles, when angled just 
right, can be ear-piercing. It’s all there 
if  you want to be swallowed up in the 
hoopla. It’s all part of  a game, but it’s 
still a game.

No matter where you play the game, 
the basket is 10 foot off  the ground, 
the markings on the court (the free 
throw line, etc.) are all the same 
distance.

My vantage point is always away 
from the madness, my office is the 
baseline for basketball. 

The Wolfpack, on this night, played 
as well as they could play for 3.5 
quarters. It was only in the final four 
minutes and a handful of  seconds 
where the Cardinals raised their 
game to another level. They made the 
big baskets at the far end of  the court, 
they forced two critical turnovers by 
the Wolfpack. And when the Wolfpack 
were forced to foul, the Cardinals 
made the necessary free throws to 
seal the victory.

The Wolfpack didn’t lose this 
game, far from it. On this night, the 
Cardinals went out and won the game 
at crunch time.

Elgin Public-Pope John is still a 
young team. We’ve been treated to a 
great year as the team has improved 
greatly from one year ago. Now, when 
Wright, Hoefer & Wemhoff  & Co. 
(sounds like a law firm) step on the 
court, they expect to win. 

It’s all part of  the growth of  a 
program under Coach Michael 
Becker. Their basketball skills 
improve game after game. 

We’re midway through February 
almost. The postseason is a little more 
than a week away for these boys.

They’re playing their best ball of  
the season, at the most important 
time of  the year — now. The following 
of  the fans is making finding a good 
seat at the gym harder than ever. 
Don’t show up late, that’s for sure. The 
students, as evidenced by Saturday 
night, are getting into it.

The ascendency of  this team has 
been a joy to watch, both from my 
vantage point and yours. 

Where’s this team headed? I think I 
know the answer, you do too.

The answer reminds me of  a story 
about a band in the early 1960s. The 
band members were depressed and 
living in a dump struggling to keep 
alive a dream. And, when things were 
looking bleak, which was often, the 
leader of  the band, a guy named John 
would ask, “Where are we going?” 
The other three members of  the 
band replied, “To the top, Johnny!” 
He replied, “Where’s that?” Their 
answer was, “To the toppermost of  
the poppermost!”

John was none other than John 
Lennon and the band was The Beatles. 
The rest is music history. 

Where are we going Wolfpack?

ATKINSON — The Wolfpack’s 
run through the Niobrara Valley 
Conference Basketball Tournament 
came to an end Saturday night.

Tied midway through the fourth 
quarter, St. Mary’s pulled away 
late to claim the boys conference 
championship with a 57 to 44 victory.

For 28 minutes the Wolfpack held 
their own against the top-seeded 
Cardinals.

With the score tied at 42-all, St. 
Mary’s closed out the game with a 15 
to two run. The Cardinals connected 
on two treys, made five of  six free 
throws and forced the Wolfpack 
into two critical turnovers which 
they turned into points to quash the 
Wolfpack’s dreams of  an upset.

“They made some shots down the 
stretch and we didn’t. That’s how 
the ball bounces sometimes,” Coach 

Michael Becker said. “Tonight, for 
the majority of  the game, we did a 
great job (on defense). All it takes is 
one or two slip ups and they just took 
advantage of  it.”

Amidst a blackout of  Wolfpack 
fans in the stands the game unfolded 
as a showpiece of  just how far the 
Wolfpack have come this season.

Becker said the team turned in its 
best defensive effort and it showed 
early on. Forcing the Cardinals to try 
and score from outside the three-point 
arc, EPPJ limited St. Mary’s to just 
six first quarter points.

At the other end of  the court, EPPJ 
rained treys on the cold Cardinals. 
Sophomore Dylon Lueking sank two 
treys and Paiton Hoefer accounted for 
one.

STUART — It took two free throws 
in the game’s final seconds for the 
Wolfpack to seal a victory in their 
opening round game of  the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Basketball 
Tournament.

Playing Tuesday night at Stuart, 
Elgin Public-Pope John defeated 
North Central 49 to 45 in their only 
meeting this season.

Leading 47 to 45 with just 11 seconds 
left in the game, Wolfpack junior 
Paiton Hoefer sealed the victory by 
sinking two free throws. Hoefer’s 
late-game heroics capped a frantic 
final minute where North Central 
had several opportunities to tie or 
go ahead only to by shut down by 
the Wolfpack’s excellent defensive 
pressure.

“They did a great job of  answering,” 
Coach Michael Becker said about the 
game. “I thought defensively we did 
a really good job the last two minutes 

BASSETT — Let’s just call it 
‘payback time.’

Having lost to West Holt two 
weeks ago, Elgin Public-Pope John 
avenged the loss with a dominating 
50 to 32 victory over West Holt in the 
semi-finals of  the Niobrara Valley 
Conference Basketball Tournament.

Trailing by one point to start the 
second quarter, the Wolfpack boys 
took control of  the game in the 
second quarter by outscoring the 
Huskies 14 to seven to take a 23 to 17 
lead at halftime.

The Wolfpack’s pressure defense 
limited the Huskies to woeful 
shooting for much of  the game. 

The second half  was a carbon 
copy of  the first half  as the 
Wolfpack kept the Huskies from 
making any kind of  comeback. 
The score became so one-sided that 
Wolfpack Coach Michael Becker 
cleared the bench late in the game.

Becker said the Wolfpack’s 
defensive prowess was the best it 
has been all season.

Balanced scoring was key to the 
victory as three Wolfpack players 
tied for the team-high with 10 points 
apiece. They were Colton Wright, 
Dylon Lueking and Paiton Hoefer.

Wright finished with a double-
double as he pulled down 12 
rebounds to go with 10 points. 
Hoefer pulled down five rebounds.

Junior playmaker Jack Wemhoff  
had a big game. In addition to six 
points, he dished out a team-high 
seven assists.

Jakeem Brown led West Holt with 
nine points.

EPPJ 50, West Holt 32
Wolfpack……………7  16  19  8 — 50
Huskies……………10   7    7   8 — 32
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 0-2 0-2 
0, Jack Wemhoff 3-8 0-1 6, Gage 
Thiessen 2-6 0-0 6, Paiton Hoefer 
3-7 2-2 10, Austin Good 0-4 0-0 0, 
Myles Kittelson 0-0 1-2 1, Camryn 
Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 3-5 
1-2 7, Colton Wright 4-7 2-4 10, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 4-5 
1-1 10. Team totals: 19-44 7-14 50. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 5-20 
(Gage Thiessen 2, Paiton Hoefer 2, 
Dylon Lueking).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 29 (Colton 
Wright 12). Assists — Wolfpack 12 
(Jack Wemhoff 7). Steals — Wolfpack 
9 (Nick Anderson 2, Jack Wemhoff 
2, Gage Thiessen 2). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 14.

EPPJ routs West Holt
to reach NVC finals

and really, overall, with our half  court 
defense.”

North Central cut the Wolfpack’s 
lead to two points, 47 to 45, on a free 
throw by Carson Anderson with 
1:46 left in the game. Then, with 15 
seconds Anderson was fouled and 
had two free throws which would 
have tied the score at 47-all. However, 
both shots missed the mark and the 
Wolfpack got the ball, setting up 
Hoefer’s free throws.

Aside from the early moments of  
the first quarter, the game was a 
battle with neither team able to build 
much of  a lead.

The Wolfpack started out the second 
half  on a five-zero spurt as Jack 
Wemhoff  connected for a two-pointer 
and Hoefer drained a trey. North 
Central answered back with a run of  
their own to tie the score at 29-all with 
3:04 left in the quarter.

The teams then traded the lead. 

At the start of  the fourth quarter, 
Hoefer’s second trey gave EPPJ a 37-33 
lead. North Central, as they would do 
time and time again, answered back 
with a trey from Ryan Painter and a 
two-pointer from Anderson to take a 
38 to 37 lead.

EPPJ answered with back-to-back 
hoops by Colton Wright and Dylon 
Lueking, then after a trey by the 
Knights, Blake Henn would score 
to give EPPJ a 44 to 41 lead. Hoefer 
would then close out the game by 
making five of  six clutch free throws.

“I’ve been there before,” Hoefer said 
about making clutch free throws. “I 
was just trying to execute and get out 
of  there with a win.

Hoefer led the Wolfpack with 15 
points, Wright had 14. They were the 
only players to score in double figures 
for EPPJ. Wright had a team-high 
seven rebounds.

North Central was led by Raden 
Orton with 14, Dolan Pospichal 11 and 

Ryan Painter had 10.
The victory boosted the Wolfpack’s 

record to 15-3 heading into the semi-
final round of  the tournament.

EPPJ 49, North Central 45
Knights………………11  12   18  4 — 45
Wolfpack…………….12  14  18  5 — 49
Blake Henn 3-4 1-3 7, Jack Wemhoff 1-2 
0-1 2, Gage Thiessen 1-3 0-0 3, Paiton 
Hoefer 3-7 7-10 15, Austin Good 1-1 0-0 
2, Myles Kittelson 0-0 0-0 0, Camryn 
Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 0-1 
1-5 1, Colton Wright 5-9 3-6 14, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 2-3 0-0 
5. Team totals: 16-30 12-25 49. Three-
point shots — Wolfpack 5-10 (Paiton 
Hoefer 2, Gage Thiessen 1, Colton 
Wright 1, Dylon Lueking 1).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 24 (Colton 
Wright 7, Paiton Hoefer 6, Nick Anderson 
6). Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Jack Wemhoff 
4, Austin Good 4). Steals — Wolfpack 
8 (Paiton Hoefer 2, Nick Anderson 2, 
Dylon Lueking 2). Turnovers — 18.

Late free throws seal first round victory over NC

Cards pull away late to
deny EPPJ NVC title

See NVC, Page Seven

Jack Wemhoff took on three Knights in this drive to the basket during the Wolf-
pack’s opening round victory over North Central. E-R photo/DMorgan

Dylon Lueking led the Wolfpack with 15 points and six rebounds during the cham-
pionship game against St. Mary’s Saturday night. E-R photo/DMorgan

Slicing to the basket, Wolfpack junior Paiton Hoefer scores two of his 14 points 
against the Cardinals. E-R photo/DMorgan
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O’NEILL — Victory eluded 
the Wolfpack Monday night, 
Jan. 31, in their opening round 
game at the Niobrara Valley 
Conference Girls Basketball 
Tournament.

North Central built a nine-
point lead after one quarter 
and rode the cushion to a 47 to 
40 victory. The Wolfpack made 
several runs to cut the margin 
in the second half  but couldn’t 
wrestle the lead away from the 
Knights.

The Wolfpack’s biggest 
scoring threat came from 
junior Skyler Meis who made 
four of  eight shots from the 
field and six of  eight free 
throws. She was the only 
Wolfpack player to score in 
double figures.

It was Meis’ play which 
helped fuel a rally in the third 
quarter where EPPJ outscored 
the Knights 19 to 15 cut the 
margin to just five points, 38 to 
35, entering the fourth quarter.

During the final eight 
minutes of  the game, North 
Central outscored EPPJ nine to 
seven to claim the victory.

The game was rare in that 
the Wolfpack (14-5) never led. 
The Knights biggest lead was 
13 points.

North Central 47, EPPJ 40
Knights………12  11  15  9 — 47
Wolfpack………3  11  19  7 — 40
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 0-7 
4-8 4, Ashlynne Charf 1-2 3-7 5, 
Skyler Meis 4-8 6-8 14, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3-8 1-2 8, Maddie 
Kolm 2-3 0-0 4, Kate Furstenau 
0-0 0-0 0, Sara Bode 1-6 3-4 
5. Team totals: 11-34 17-29 40. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
1-8 (Keyera Eisenhauer). North 
Central team totals: 16-43 11-18 
47. Three-point shots — Knights 
4-8.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 24 
(Ashlynne Charf 7, Skyler 
Meis 7), Knights 31. Assists — 
Wolfpack 9 (Ashlynne Charf 4), 
Knights 8. Steals — Wolfpack 
16 (Ashlynne Charf 8), Knights 
10. Turnovers — Wolfpack 24, 
Knights 28.

SUMMERLAND — In 
their final tuneup before the 
postseason, Elgin Public-Pope 
John had two wrestlers earn 
medals at the Summerland 
Bobcat Invite Friday.

Wolfpack junior Carter 
Beckman added to his 
collection of  medals with a 
second-place showing in the 
126-pound division. Beckman 
rode the momentum of  two 
pins into the championship 
match where he faced 
Plainview’s Jordan Mosel. 
Mosel won a 9 to 5 decision 
over Beckman.

Making a late season run 
to the medal stand, Sam 
Hemenway placed third in 
the 185-pound division. He 
finished with three pins in four 
matches.

Thomas Warnke, Jack 
Barlow and Dylon Parks also 
competed at the tournament. 
Warnke recorded one pin 
in three matches at the 
tournament.

Next up for the Wolfpack 

NEBRASKA CITY — Seasons sometimes end short of  one’s 
goals.

That’s what happened to Wolfpack girls wrestler Isabella 
Smidt at the NSAA District A-1 Tournament held at 
Nebraska City High School. The tournament had teams 
from all classes competing against one another. All three of  
Smidt’s opponents were from Class A schools.

In position to earn a berth at the Girls State Wrestling 
Tournament after an opening round victory, the junior 
dropped both of  her matches Saturday to end her season.

Competing Friday in the opening round, Smidt pinned 
Kylieena McCartney of  Millard South in 1:12.

In the semifinals Saturday morning, Smidt took Lauren 
Sash to the third period before being pinned with less 
than a minute to go in the match. Then, in the consolation 
semifinals, Smidt was pinned to end her season.

The two losses Saturday dropped Smidt’s season record to 
10-12.

NSAA Girls District 1 Results for Elgin Public Pope John 
Girls

165 — Quarterfinal - Isabella Smidt (Elgin Public Pope 
John) 10-12 won by fall over Kylieena McCartney (Millard 
South Girls) 7-12 (Fall 1:12); Semifinal - Lauren Sash (Millard 
West) 16-7 won by fall over Smidt (Fall 5:17); Consolation 
semifinal - Tierney White (Millard West) 8-21 won by fall over 
Smidt (Fall 2:24).

Beckman, Hemenway medal at invite

Lady Knights 
end EPPJ’s 
NVC hopes

State berth eludes Smidt
Isabella Smidt won her opening match with a pin over Kyleena 
McCartney. Photo submitted

will be the district tournament 
Friday and Saturday at 
Burwell High School. The top 
four finishers in each weight 
class will advance to the state 
tournament later this month.

Individual match results 
were:

126 — Quarterfinal - Carter 
Beckman (Elgin Public/
Pope John ) 25-6 won by fall 
over Bryan Isom (Tri County 
Northeast) 7-14 (Fall 2:39); 
Semifinal - Beckman won 
by fall over Dakota Gibson 
(Doniphan-Trumbull) 22-12 

(Fall 2:40); 1st Place Match - 
Jordan Mosel (Plainview) 33-10 
won by decision over Beckman 
(Dec 9-5)

132 — Round 1 - Jaxon Vinson 
(Osmond) 24-13 won by fall over 
Jack Barlow (Elgin Public/
Pope John ) 1-14 (Fall 2:16); 
Cons. Round 2 - Isaac Eckert 
(Elkhorn Valley) 24-14 won by 
fall over Barlow (Fall 2:46)

145 — Round 1 - Mavrick 
Hagemann (Elkhorn Valley) 
19-9 won by fall over Dylon 

See INVITE, Page 12
Carter Beckman pinned Bryan Isom of TCNE in 2:39 in his opening round match. E-R photo/DMorgan

Taylynne Charf (3) reaches high 
to attempt a shot against the 
Lady Knights. E-R photo/DMor-
gan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice — Estate of L. Nadene Hughes
NOTICE

Estate of L. NADENE 
HUGHES, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
January 18, 2022, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 

Nebraska, Case No. PR22-2, 
Dennis A. Hughes, whose mailing 
address is 3000 SW 72nd, 
Lincoln, NE 68532, and Dawn E. 
Zieg, whose mailing address is 
4411 Eagle Ridge Road, Lincoln, 

Stay Informed! NE 68516, have been appointed 
as co-personal representatives 
of this estate. Creditors of this 
estate must file their claims with 
this Court on or before March 28, 
2022 or be forever barred.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Applicants
PUBLISH: January 26, February 
2 & 9, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Harlan G. Haake
NOTICE

Estate of HARLAN G. HAAKE, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that the 
Personal Representative has 
filed a report of his administra-

tion and a formal closing peti-
tion for complete settlement after 
informal probate of Will of said 
deceased, for determination of 
heirship, and for determination of 

inheritance tax, which have been 
set for hearing in the Antelope 
County Court on March 2, 2022 
at 9:00 a.m.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLISH: February 9, 16 & 23, 
2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

February 1st, 2022

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approve Agenda.  Approved 

minutes of the January 11th, 
2022 Commissioner Meetings 
& January 4th, 2022 Board of 
Equalization Meeting.  Corre-
spondence was reviewed.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Appointed 3 members to Plan-
ning Commissioner and 2 mem-
bers to Board of Adjustments.

Set 2022 Wellness Clinic for 
April 26th. 

Interviewed applicants for 
Weed Authority Board. Made 
appointment to Weed Authority 
Board.

Opened bids and accepted low 
bid pending verification of num-
bers – Ashfalls North

Approved two (2) promotional 
grants and one (1) improvement 
grant.

Road Superintendent Report: 
tabled resolutions, and interlocal 
agreements. Discussion of motor 
grader

Public hearing. Denied closing 
848th Road. Tabled obstruction 
in ROW resolution. 

Met with insurance consultant 
regarding proposals for County 
benefits/insurance.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: February 9, 2022
ZNEZ
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From Page Four
Gragert

Area News

Summer ball program signup is tonight

Sign-up for the Summer Ball Program in 
Elgin will be held tonight.

It will be Wednesday, February 9 from 4 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Elgin Fire Hall.

T-ball boys and girls must be five years old 
and have gone through kindergarten.

Registration forms will be sent home with 

the kids from school and will also be available 
at City Hall. 

Anyone with questions should contact Kim 
Fangman (402) 843-0152.

*****
Also, coaches are needed for girls softball. 

Teams needing coaches are 6U, 8U and 10U.

Girls softball coaches still needed

By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club once again hosted the annual Ground 

Hog Supper Sunday, January 30 from 4-7 p.m.  220 folks of  all 
ages attended the delicious supper.  The Wheeler Central FFA 
members helped with drinks, line, setup and cleanup, under the 
direction of  FFA Leader Kelly Guggenmos.  Rudy Smith helped 
with set up and clean up.  

The weather was perfect for an evening of  good community 
fellowship.

A Melvin Jones Award was given in honor of the late Jerry Senn.  L-R
Jeanne Grantzinger giving the award, Carey Senn, Norma Robinson 
and Shelly Kleeb accepting the award.  Carey and Shelly are Jerry’s 
daughters, Norma is Jerry’s sister. Photos submitted

Dwight Nichols received a 55 year membership chevron. Pictured 
(l-r): Deeni and Dwight Nichols and Bartlett Lions Club President Kay 
Reineke.

Jim Landgren had the honor of receiving his 55 year membership 
chevron.  Because he could not attend his son and daughter-in-law 
accepted the chevron. Pictured (l-r): Jeanne Grantzinger, Mark & Ju-
lie Landgren and Kay Reineke. 

Jeanne Grantzinger (l) and Helen Plugge (r). Helen was awarded a 
20 year membership chevron. 

Jeanne Grantzinger District I 38-I 1st Vice District Governor and 
Julie Thorin (r) who received a 20 year Lions Membership Chevron.

Bartlett News 
mately 300 Nebraskans and 
100,000 Americans waiting for 
an organ transplant. 

A father of  a son who died 
while waiting for a heart 
transplant gave compelling 
testimony, noting his promise 
to his son that he would carry 
out his mission to obtain more 
donors.

The Legislature spent several 
hours discussing LB 986, as the 
bill was filibustered this past 
week. 

LB 986 would limit an in-
crease in a school district’s 
property tax asking to 2.5% or 
the three-year inflation aver-
age, whichever is greater. 

This limit could be exceeded 
with a 75% vote of  the school 
board or a 60% majority of  
voters. 

The amount by which it 
could be exceeded ranges from 
7% for school districts with an 
average daily membership of  
471 or less to 4% for districts 
with more than 10,000 students. 

As we continue the public 
hearing process, I encourage 
your input on the legislation 
before us. 

I can be reached at District 
#40, P.O. Box 94604, State 
Capitol, Lincoln, NE  68509. 
My email address is tgragert@
leg.ne.gov and my telephone 
number is (402) 471-2801.

The mobile food pantry will be dispersing food on Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, from 3-5 p.m. at the American Legion Club in Neligh on 
the alley side. Due to budget cuts at Food Bank for the Heartland,  
recipients will now be receiving half  as much food as they have 
been getting. Those picking up food must remain in their ve-
hicles and volunteers will load the food for them. Volunteers will 
be on hand to direct traffic and collect the  numbers from each 
family for their household.

Mobile food pantry in Neligh next week
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The ‘All A’ honor roll at Wheeler Central was recently announced. 
Earning distinction were (front row, l-r): MaKenna Pelster, Cheyenne 
Pokorny and Hailey Genereux. Back row: Braelynn Schlenger, Bobbi 
Guggenmos, Reese Smith and Jayna Guggenmos. Photo submitted

WC ‘All A’ honor roll

Editor’s note: Beginning this week, The Elgin Review will be 
expanding its coverage of  county and district court proceedings. 
Sandy Schroth, managing editor of  The Summerland Messenger-
Advocate, the most experienced court reporter in the county, will 
be providing court proceedings to this newspaper.
Plea bargains accepted in county court cases

Andrew J. Clifton, 43, of  Orchard appeared in front of  the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in 
Neligh last Wednesday, Feb. 2, for pretrial conference on three 
counts. A plea deal was announced, resulting in Clifton plead-
ing guilty to Count I, leaving the scene of  a property-damage 
accident, a Class 2 misdemeanor, and Count II, willful reckless 
driving, a Class 3 misdemeanor, and agreed to pay restitution in 
full to the victims. Antelope County attorney Joe Abler dis-
missed a second willful reckless driving charge and agreed to 
file no additional charges related to the June 22 incident in Or-
chard. Taylor ordered Clifton to obtain an alcohol/drug evalu-
ation from a certified alcohol/drug counselor. Sentencing is set 
March 16. Clifton is represented by court-appointed counsel, 
Martin Klein of  Neligh. 

Roger R. Hauf, 19, of  O’Neill appeared for pretrial hearing on 
a charge of  driving under the influence of  alcohol, .15 grams 
or more, second offense, a Class 1 misdemeanor. A plea bargain 
was reached. Abler amended the charge to DUI, second offense, 
agreed to file no additional charges in the case and recommend 
probation at sentencing. Hauf  pleaded guilty to the reduced 
charge, a Class W misdemeanor committed Sept 12, 2021. An en-
hancement hearing was held, with Taylor finding a prior Holt 
County DUI conviction was suitable for enhancement. Sentenc-
ing is set March 16. Bond posted Sept. 13, 2021, in the amount of  
$3,000, 10% cash, is continued. Hauf  is represented by Antelope 
County public defender Melissa Figueroa.

Dustin W. Rosberg, 33, of  Petersburg faced Taylor on Count 
I, DUI, first offense, a Class W misdemeanor committed July 
25, 2021, and Count II, possession of  an open alcohol container, 
an infraction. Rosberg pleaded guilty to Count I, per the plea 
agreement. Abler dismissed Count II, agreed to file no addi-
tional charges in the case and recommend probation at sentenc-
ing. Sentencing is set March 2, $1,500, 10%, bond is continued. 
Rosberg is represented by Ron Temple of  Norfolk.
Warrants pending for three court truants

Three defendants failed to appear in the Antelope County 
courtroom last Wednesday, Feb. 2.

Richard C. Jelich Jr. failed to appear for a pretrial hearing 
on two counts alleged Nov. 29 at 405 N Street in Neligh, disturb-
ing the peace, a Class 3 misdemeanor, and criminal mischief, a 
Class 2 misdemeanor. Antelope County public defender Melissa 
Figueroa requested a continuance on his behalf. County pros-
ecutor Joe Abler objected and noted an affidavit in the case 
file. The Honorable Donna Taylor issued a bench warrant, 
with a $10,000, 10% cash bond. Jelich was originally released 
on a similar bond Nov. 30, 2021. It was subsequently reduced to 
$5,000, 10%, Dec. 1, 2021, with $500 refunded to the defendant. 

Tori A. Wooters, 26, of  Albion failed to appear for arraign-
ment of  four counts alleged Jan. 19, possession of  methamphet-
amine, a Class 4 felony; driving under the influence of  drugs, 
a Class W misdemeanor; refusal to submit to a chemical test, a 
Class W misdemeanor; and possession of  drug paraphernalia, 
an infraction. Figueroa requested a continuance, Abler ob-
jected, indicating plans to file documents requesting an arrest 
warrant. Taylor noted Wooter’s failure to appear, warrant will 
be issued upon filing of  affidavit and motion by Abler.

Wooters was arrested Jan. 19, southeast of  Neligh on High-
way 275, by a Nebraska State Patrol officer after reports and 
his observance of  erratic driving. She was released on 10% of  a 
$1,500 bond Jan. 22.

Dennis D. Sothman, 42, of  Atmore, Alabama, failed to appear 
on two waiverable offenses, no operator’s license, a Class 3 
misdemeanor, and possession of  marijuana, one ounce or less, 
first offense, an infraction. Taylor ruled Abler may file motion, 
affidavit and order for arrest warrant. Sothman was cited by a 
NSP officer after he was involved in a collision on Highway 275, 
about four miles east of  Oakdale, on Dec. 23, 2021.
Sentencing set for Norfolk man who failed to appear

Matthew Jung, 38, of  Norfolk appeared in front of  the Honor-
able Donna Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in Neligh 
last Wednesday, Feb. 2, for arraignment on charges in two cases. 
Jung pleaded guilty, as charged, to four counts committed April 
28, 2021, west of  Plainview on Highway 20. Charges included 
a Class 3 misdemeanor, driving under suspension and three 
infractions, possession of  marijuana, possession of  drug para-
phernalia and speeding. Jung was also found guilty of  failure 
to appear while on bond, a Class 2 misdemeanor. Sentencing is 
set March 2, with $1,500 personal recognizance bond, filed Jan. 
24, continued.

Jung appeared in court June 16, 2021, waived his right to 
counsel and requested a continuance, which was granted. He 
was again granted continuances July 21, when he cited lack 
of  a ride to court, and when he appeared Aug. 4. He failed to 
appear Sept. 1, and again at a bond forfeiture hearing Nov. 17, 

when his original $1,500, 10% cash bond was revoked. 
Simon M. Beacom, 19, of  Neligh appeared for arraignment 

on three counts alleged Jan. 5, minor in possession of  alcohol, 
a Class 3 misdemeanor; identity fraud, first offense, a Class 1 
misdemeanor; and minor misrepresent age to obtain liquor, a 
Class 3 misdemeanor. Beacom waived his right to counsel. An 
entry of  plea hearing is scheduled Feb. 16. Beacom was cited 
by Antelope County sheriff  Robert Moore at Hi-Way Mart in 
Clearwater.

Raymond F. Poli, 45, of  Neligh appeared in front of  Taylor for 
arraignment on a Class 3 misdemeanor charge of  no operator’s 
license, alleged Jan. 21, in Neligh. Poli was granted a continu-
ance to consult an attorney. Further arraignment is set Feb. 16. 

Amy E. Ferguson, 33 of  Royal, was granted continuance to 
Feb. 16, for appearances in two cases. She is scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing on a Class 3A felony, intentional child 
abuse, no injury. The case also includes two Class 1 misdemea-
nor charges, third-degree assault and negligent child abuse, no 
injury. The crimes allegedly took place Oct. 24, 2021. A pretrial 
hearing is set in the second case, on three Class 1 misdemean-
ors, domestic assault, intentional, and two counts of  third-de-
gree assault, all alleged Dec. 26, 2021. Bond posted Dec. 30, 2021, 
in the amount of  $10,000, 10%, is continued as well.
Neligh woman sentenced for false reporting

Lisa M. Dugal, 56, Neligh, appeared in front of  the Honorable 
Donna Taylor in the Antelope County courtroom in Neligh on 
Feb. 2 for pretrial conference on a Class 1 misdemeanor, false 
reporting. Dugal changed her plea to no contest, pursuant to a 
plea deal. In return, Abler agreed to file no additional charges 
in the case and recommended a probation sentence. Taylor 
sentenced her to an eight-month term of  probation, includ-
ing related fees totaling $280 and $50 costs of  prosecution. The 
charges stemmed from statements made July 15, 2021, during 
an investigation into allegations of  false imprisonment and 
domestic assault. She was represented by court-appointed at-
torney Kyle Petersen of  Tilden.

Aaron White, 47, faced Taylor on a charge of  second-degree 
trespassing, a Class 3 misdemeanor. White changed his not 
guilty plea to no contest. Taylor found him guilty. Antelope 
County attorney Joe Abler entered a motion to put off  sen-
tencing, in order to contact the victims. Taylor found that the 
victims are also victims in a pending Antelope County district 
court case and sentencing could proceed. She sentenced White 
to 45 days in the county jail, with credit for 30 days previously 
served, fined him $400 and assessed costs of  $51, with $2 costs 
waived. White was represented by Antelope County public 
defender Melissa Figueroa.

Kathy S. Genia, 65, of  Veblen, South Dakota, appeared for a 
preliminary hearing on a Class 4 felony, possession of  hashish, 
and two misdemeanor counts, driving under the influence of  
drugs and possession of  more than one ounce of  marijuana. A 
plea bargain was announced. Abler reduced Count I to attempt 
of  a Class 4 felony, a Class 1 misdemeanor, and there was a joint 
recommendation for jail sentences of  30 days, 14 days and seven 
days, respectively, all running concurrently. Genia pleaded 
no contest to the amended Count I and to counts II and III as 
charged. Taylor judged her guilty to all three counts and sen-
tenced her to 30 days in the county jail on Count I, with credit 
for one day previously served, a $500 fine, six-month driver’s li-
cense revocation and seven days in jail on Count II (to be served 
consecutive to the jail ordered on Count I) and seven days in jail 
on Count III, concurrent to the others. Genia was remanded to 
the custody of  Antelope County sheriff  Robert Moore for execu-
tion of  sentence. According to a probable-cause affidavit filed 
by Moore, she was arrested near the Antelope/Wheeler County 
line, west of  Elgin on Sept. 11, 2021, after she “went off  the road 
out of  control.”  He reported she had slurred speech and dif-
ficulty maintaining her balance at the time of  her arrest. Genia 
was represented by Figueroa.

Daniel C. Hohrein, 43, of  Oakdale appeared for sentencing on 
a count of  driving under the influence of  alcohol, first offense, 
committed Oct. 9. Taylor fined Hohrein $500, ordered him to 
serve an eight-month term of  probation, including $280 proba-
tion fees, revoked his driver’s license for 60 days and assessed 
$109 costs of  prosecution. He will be given credit on his fine for 
out-of-pocket expense, not to exceed $200, for court-ordered sub-
stance abuse evaluation. Hohrein was represented by Figueroa.

Tyler A. James, 21, of  Oakdale, appeared for sentencing on a 
charge of  leaving the scene of  a Dec. 12, 2021, property-damage 
accident, in Oakdale. Taylor fined James $250 and assessed $50 
costs. He was self-represented.

Anthony Williams, 30, of  Wayne was granted continuance to 
Feb. 16, for sentencing on counts of  third-degree assault and 
disturbing the peace, committed June 27, 2021, at a Clearwater 
concert. Bond posted June 30, 2021, in the amount of  $4,000, 10% 
cash, is also continued. Williams is represented by Figueroa.

James A. Kreizel, 37, of  Creighton was granted continuance 
of  sentencing on a count of  DUS, a Class 3 misdemeanor com-
mitted July 6, 2021, near the intersection of  highways 13 and 20. 
Kreizel is self-represented.

County Court News
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All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment 

of  original charge(s).
Chad E. Cemper, Tucson, 

AZ 11/23/2021 no operator’s 
license, fined $75 - Lawson.

Daniel K. Schulz, Battle 
Creek, NE 1/5/2022 speeding 
78/65 mph, fined $75 - Dostal.*

Sada L Carr, Oakdale, NE 
8/21/2021 drive under susp/
before reinstated, fined $100 - 
Kudera.

Angela Flores, Neligh, NE 
8/1/2021 junk ordinance, fined 
$100 - McNally.

Servando Gonzalez, O’Neill, 
NE 11/25/2021 speeding 80/65 
mph, fined $75 - Johnson.

Andrew J. Krcil, Dante, SD 
12/18/2021 speeding 83/65 mph, 
fined $125 - Detlefsen.

Connor A. Napier, Orchard, 
NE 11/20/2021 violate deer 
regulations, fined $100+pay 
restitution of  $2,000 - Bauer.*

Sada L. Carr, Oakdale, 
NE 12/14/2020 2 counts of  
forgery-2nd degree ($500-
1,500), drug testing-probation 
administrative enrollment-
probation fees totaling 
$210+restitution totaling 
$510/2 orders of  probation (8 
months/6 months) - Moore.

Benjamin Garcia Vicente, 
O’Neill, NE 12/13/2021 no 
operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $75 - Lawson.

Kadyn J. Fernau, Clearwater, 
NE 11/26/2021 speeding 75/65 
mph, fined $25 - Doggett.

Joel Garcia Sosa, Roscoe, SD 
12/18/2021 speeding 83/65 mph, 
fined $125 - Detlefsen.

David W. Frye (Drueke 
Transportation Inc), Coleridge, 
NE 12/20/2021 speeding 65/55 
mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Todd J. Stelling, Orchard, NE 
12/20/2021 speeding 65/55 mph, 
fined $25 - Detlefsen.

Anthony C. Robinson, 
Hastings, NE 12/23/2021 
speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - 
Detlefsen.

Oscar A. Hernandez, Gibbon, 
NE 5/8/2016 no operator’s 
license, fined $75+reimburse 
county of  $17 - Hallock.

Daniel C. Hohrein, Oakdale, 
NE 10/9/2021 DUI-alcohol-
1st off, fined $500+probation 
administrative enrollment-
probation-drug testing-offender 
assessment screening-breath 
test fees totaling $340/license 
revoked for 60 days/probation 
ordered for 8 months - Keetle.*

Trenton D. Ellwanger, 
Norfolk, NE 1/15/2022 take/
possess fish w/o permit, fined 
$100 - Johnson.

Benjamin Rodgriguez Gomez, 
Gainesville, TX 1/15/2022 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Doggett.

Megan C. Hanson, Broken 
Bow, NE 11/29/2021 speeding 
90/65 mph, fined $200 - Dostal.

Daniel K. Harstad (Shane 
Asmus), Norfolk, NE 
12/23/2021 violate load contents 
requirement, fined $100 - 
Detlefsen.*

Kathy S. Genia, Veblen, SD 
9/11/2021 attempt of  a Class 
4 felony/DUI-drug-1st off/
possess marijuana over 1 oz - 1 
lb., fined $500/sentenced to 44 
days in jail/license revoked for 
6 months - Moore.*

Tyler A. James, Oakdale, NE 
12/12/2021 leave accident-fail to 
furnish info-1st off, fined $250 - 
Collins.

Aaron White, Coleridge, NE 
10/4/2021 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree, fined $400/sentenced to 
45 days in jail - Juracek.

Court News

The Wolfpack boys team finished second at the Niobrara Valley Conference Basketball Tournament last week. Team members were (front row, l-r): manager Blake Ofe, Paiton 
Hoefer, Camryn Pelster, Jack Wemhoff, Austin Good and Gage Thiessen. Back row: Head Coach Michael Becker, Nick Anderson, Colton Wright, Blake Henn, Myles Kittelson, 
Dylon Lueking, Ethan Hinkle, Ass’t. Coaches Matt Koeppe and Kyle Kallhoff. E-R photo/DMorgan

From Page Six
NVC

Sensing they were in a 
dogfight, the Cardinals tied the 
score at 16-all, then outscored 
EPPJ 13 to five to close out the 
half. The Wolfpack’s five points 
all came from sophomore Gage 
Thiessen with a trey and two 
free throws.

Holding the Cardinals 
scoreless for nearly two 
minutes to start the second 
half, EPPJ cut into their lead. 
First a trey by Jack Wemhoff  
followed by a two-pointer from 
Hoefer made the score 29 to 
26. Wemhoff  would add four 
more points in the quarter and 
Hoefer two as they tied the 
score at 32-all with 2:12 left in 
the quarter.

Colton Wright scored inside, 
then Wemhoff  connected again 
to give EPPJ a 36 to 35 lead. 
Aidan Hedstrom then scored 
just before the buzzer to give 
the Cardinals a 37 to 36 lead.

Lueking had the Wolfpack’s 
first six points of  the fourth 
quarter to knot the score at 
42-all before St. Mary’s made a 
final run to claim the victory.

“That team (St. Mary’s) is a 
great team there,” Wemhoff  
said. “We proved we could play 
with them.”

Lueking echoed those 
comments after the game. 
“We’re looking forward to the 
rematch. I think we can do 
better,” he said.

Inserted into the starting 
lineup only recently, Lueking 
led EPPJ with 14 points, Hoefer 
added 12.

Lueking also led in rebounds 
with six.

Blake Benson led the 
Cardinals with 18 points 
followed by Isaac Everitt 
15, Adam Everitt and Aidan 
Hedstrom each had nine 
points.

The Wolfpack won’t have 

to wait long for a rematch as 
they will close out the regular 
season at St. Mary’s on Friday 
night, Feb. 18.

St. Mary’s 57, EPPJ 44
Wolfpack………9  12  15  8 — 44
Cardinals……...6  23   8  20 — 57
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-3 
0-0 2, Jack Wemhoff 3-7 2-2 9, 
Gage Thiessen 1-6 2-4 5, Paiton 
Hoefer 4-8 2-4 12, Austin Good 
0-0 0-0 0, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nick Anderson 0-0 0-0 0, Colton 
Wright 1-4 0-0 2, Ethan Hinkle 
0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 5-6 1-2 
14. Team totals: 15-34 7-12 44. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
7-12 (Dylon Lueking 3, Paiton 
Hoefer 2, Jack Wemhoff, Gage 
Thiessen).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 19 
(Dylon Lueking 6, Colton Wright 
5). Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Jack 
Wemhoff 3). Steals — Wolfpack 
1. Turnovers — Wolfpack 17.

Parks (Elgin Public/Pope John 
) 2-14 (Fall 3:02); Cons. Round 
2 - Tripp Uecker (West Holt) 
7-7 won by decision over Parks 
(Dec 6-2)

152 — Quarterfinal - Will 
Gunning (Plainview) 13-0 won 
by fall over Thomas Warnke 
(Elgin Public/Pope John ) 
5-7 (Fall 1:11); Cons. Round 
3 - Warnke won by fall over 
Connor McKewon (Sioux City 
West) 4-13 (Fall 0:52); Cons. 
Semi - Reed Bennett (Elkhorn 
Valley) 23-11 won by tech fall 
over Warnke (TF-1.5 3:33 (16-0))

195 — Quarterfinal - Samuel 
Hemenway (Elgin Public/Pope 
John ) 17-13 won by fall over 
Carson Bolz (Osmond) 14-16 
(Fall 4:55); Semifinal - Alex 
Gideon (Burwell) 29-1 won by 
fall over Hemenway (Fall 3:43); 
Cons. Semi - Hemenway won 
by fall over Julio Santos (Sioux 
City West) 14-18 (Fall 4:05); 
3rd Place Match - Hemenway 
won by fall over Hagen Hodges 
(Burwell) 18-12 (Fall 1:22)

From Page Seven
Invite

Samuel Hemenway won his first match Friday with a pin over Car-
son Bolz of Osmond in 4:55. E-R photo/DMorgan


