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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 31 degrees recorded 
on January 29-30. 

The low was -1 degrees on 
January 26. Altogether, 0.45 
of  an inch of  precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
January 25 20 10  0.45
January 26 20 -1  
January 27 18 03    
January 28 25 05    
January 29 31 20  
January 30 31 24    
January 31 30 14     
Total for Last Week.......... 0.45
Total for January........... .. 0.81
Total for 2021 ................... ..0.81

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice of  Delinquent Taxes 
 – Antelope County

Notice of  Organization —    
Rural One Boutique L.L.C.

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Lois
Sprout

On Monday, Governor Pete 
Ricketts announced that the 
State has launched an online 
portal where Nebraskans 
can register for coronavirus 
vaccinations (vaccinate.
nebraska.gov).  

While Nebraskans are 
encouraged to register in a 
timely manner, the State is 
not administering vaccines 
on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

Nebraska’s vaccination 
plan (dhhs.ne.gov/Docu-
ments/COVID-19-Vaccina-
tion-Plan.pdf) is proceeding 
in phases, with priority 
groups receiving initial dos-
es. 

He said vaccinations 
have been moving quickly 
statewide despite the recent 
snowstorms. Over 161,000 
vaccinations have now been 
administered statewide.

Next week, Nebraska will 
receive 11,700 primary doses 
of  the Pfizer vaccine and 
15,500 primary doses of  Mod-
erna’s vaccine. 

As of  next week, the entire 
state will be in Phase 1B of  
vaccination.  The priority 
within this phase will be resi-
dents age 65 and older. 

The launch of  the vaccine 
registration portal will not 
slow down the current vac-
cination schedule at all. The 
registration portal is only for 
Nebraskans. 

Governor says
vacinnation 
online portal up

The Elgin Community 
Club Board of  Directors on 
Wednesday set the date for 
the annual Vetch Days cel-
ebration.

The three-day event will be 
held Friday through Sunday, 
June 4-6. Among the many 
events will be the annual 
tractor pull on Saturday. Not 
finalized yet, the club is look-
ing at having the Vetch Days 
parade on Sunday afternoon.

There will be no carnival.

Club announces
dates for Vetch
Days celebration

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

The Lenten season is right around 
the corner, and typically that means 
the return of  the delicious fish fries 
to the area.  After meeting to discuss 
the effects of  Covid restrictions and 
its lingering uncertainties on the K.C. 
Hall, members of  the Elgin Knights of  
Columbus decided to proceed with the 
annual tradition.  

Bob Schiltmeyer, one of  the 
committee members involved in 
organizing the fish fry, recently took 
the time to share with me details about 
the event.  He began, “Before any 
planning could begin, we first had to 
decide whether to proceed with the 
event. We have been unsure what to do 
because we have been locked down.  We 

need to help keep the K.C. doors open. 
The heat, electric, and insurance bills 
keep coming. Without any events held 
at the hall this past year due to COVID, 
this is much needed.” 

The first scheduled fish fry at the 
Elgin K.C. Hall will be held on Fat 
Tuesday, February 16 from 5 to 8 p.m., 
with all meals being served as take out, 
he said.  

The fish fry will be the first of  three 
scheduled to take place at the K.C. hall. 
The other K.C. Hall fry dates to mark 
on your calendar are February 26 and 
March 26. Explaining the schedule 
further, he said, “Other weekend 
activities and events such as the Elgin 
High, Pope John Junior/Senior Prom 
and the St. John’s Annual Fish Fry are 
a few reasons the dates are spread out. 

We always step aside for the St. John’s 
Fish Fry, and it is to be held on March 
19.” 

The kickoff  fish fry’s planned menu 
is breaded fish, mac and cheese, and 
green beans.  Bob added, “With all 
meals being take out, it will be a one 
size meal for all. We are basically 
cloning the bazaar and hope to have 
everyone in and out in no time, at 
least until we can have things back to 
normal. In the years past, 325 meals 
served would be considered a steady 
number, so to keep things moving, we 
decided to change our menu slightly 
and not include baked fish as an 
option.”  

Another small change made to the 
event is a slight increase in the price 
per meal. The cost for each take out 

meal has been set at $12.50.  He shared, 
“Profit margins are small with these 
events, so we decided to raise the rates 
slightly to help offset the costs and 
increase the profit.”   

Despite these small changes, the need 
for local support remains.   Therefore, 
not only will a convenient and tasty 
meal be once again offered to mark 
the start of  the Lenten season at the 
Elgin KC Hall, but it will also help the 
local organization, which has in many 
ways helped others begin the recovery 
process from a year in shut down. 

In his final thoughts, Bob concluded, 
“I hope everyone comes out and 
supports it. I look forward to a good 
turn-out. I hope for good weather 
and that everyone can adapt for the 
moment.” 

Knights preparing to resume fish fries, three planned

A proud supporter of  4-H activities in 
Antelope County for 60 years, rural Elgin 
resident Lois Sprout was laid to rest 
today.

Sprout, 86, passed away 
unexpectedly at her home 
on Saturday, Jan. 30.

She was a co-leader of  
the Merry Makers 4-H 
Club which was started 
west of  Elgin and served 
as superintendent of  
clothing and the cake 
decorating projects for the 
Antelope County Fair. She 
recently was honored for 
60 years as a 4-H leader for 
Antelope County.

A complete obituary can be found on 
Page Three.

Funeral services held
today for Lois Sprout

By Jane Schuchardt
This year all eyes will be on Elgin 

July 3. In a meeting Sunday, the Ante-
lope County Historical Society named 
Elgin and its rural surroundings for 
the annual Evening at the Museum, ac-
cording to Chairman Boyd Pedersen. 

The historical society maintains the 

county-wide museum at 410 L Street, 
Neligh, plus the schoolhouse, log cabin 
and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church di-
rectly across the street from the main 
museum. 

Tracking the county’s history since 
1886, the museum is “a fabulous edu-
cational resource for all county resi-

dents and a destination for area and 
worldwide tourists, Pedersen said. “We 
are pleased to turn attention to Elgin’s 
journey in history this year.” 

The Evening at the Museum includes 
a self-guided tour of  historical sites, 
a display at the museum of  histori-
cal artifacts pertaining to the history 
of  Elgin as well as a continuous-loop 
video featuring several historical sites 
in and around Elgin.  This event will be 
held between 5:00 – 8:00 PM on July 3rd, 
2021 at the museum with free admis-
sion. The one room schoolhouse, log 
cabin and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
will also be open for tours. Previous 
towns featured during the Evening at 
the Museum were Neligh, Oakdale and 
Clearwater. 

Rick Schuchardt, who represents El-
gin on the historical society board, will 
work with Lynell Morgan of  The Elgin 
Review; Ron Westlake, the museum cu-
rator, and others from the Elgin area to 
plan and publicize the event. Any Elgin 
resident with historical stories, photos 
and  paraphernalia is encouraged to 
contact Morgan at the newspaper office 
or Jane Schuchardt at jane.schucha-
rdt@gmail.com who is coordinating the 
event.   

More information about the museum 
is available at www.antelopecountymu-
seum. 

Museum to shine spotlight on Elgin

Meeting Monday night, the Elgin 
City Council approved steps taken by 
the Elgin Community Club (ECC) to 
celebrate community pride.

Following a brief  presentation made 
by ECC board of  director Alan Reicks, 
the council approved a plan to recognize 
donors to the 2020 city lights program.

Soon to be located on the south 
side of  City Hall will be a 4’ X 8’ sign 
to recognize permanently major 
contributors to the street light project.

Initiated in 2020, a “Pride of  Place” 
campaign raised, Reicks said, more 
than $90,000 towards the purchase and 
installation of  new street lights in Elgin’s 
business district along Second Street. 

To be purchased and installed by Love 
Signs of  Norfolk, the sign will feature 
LED lighting and be backlit, Reicks said.

Councilman Jim Kittleson supported 
the sign. “It sounds like a good idea to 
me,” he said before joining other council 
members in voting 4-0 to go ahead with 
the sign.

On another matter involving the 
ECC, Reicks said the club would like to 
purchase new Christmas lights to adorn 
the new street lights during the holiday 
season. One option under consideration 
is ribbon and lighted garland to be 
attached to each pole. 

He said there is a place for outlets atop 
the light poles which would provide the 
necessary power for new Christmas 
lights.

He said with the funds left over from 
the light poles, ECC could purchase 
decorations for 20 light poles.

Agreeable to the new Christmas lights, 
Mayor Mike Schmitt told Reicks when 
the club gets something they really like, 
submit a photo to city hall so the council 
knows what the new lights will look like. 
The council approved Reicks request on 
a 4-0 vote.

In other action:
Building permit — Another new 

house will be constructed in Elgin in the 
coming months. 

The council approved a building 
permit for EPS Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus to build a new house in the 
Sterling Heights sub-division.

Council OKs
street lights
donor sign

Members of the Pope John XXIII Central Catholic High School Jr. Right to Life group bundled up in winter gear and marched 
for over four miles last Friday. Pictured here, Marissa Preister (far left, holding sign), Jack Barlow and Matthew Dilly (holding 
sign, right) were among those students braving the cold and icy conditions during the local march. See more photos of the 
event on Page Eleven. E-R photo/LMorgan

Elgin’s rich history, like the photo above of the west side of Main Street, will be cel-
ebrated in July with an “Evening at the Museum” sponsored by the Antelope County 
Historical Society. Photo courtesy of D&L Morgan

Marching for Life one step at a time
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Support Our Merchants!

Shop At Home!

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, February 
8: Chicken fried steak, 
mashed potatoes, mixed 
veggies, pears, roll, milk.

Tuesday, February 9: 
Chili (meat, beans, tomato 
juice), celery and carrots, 
pineapple, corn bread, 
milk.

Wednesday, February 10: 
BBQ pork, baked beans, 
mac & cheese, oranges, 
milk.

Thursday, February 11: 
Beef  & broccoli, buttery 
rice, fruit cocktail, whole 
wheat/white bread, milk.

Friday, February 12: 
Chicken cordon bleu, 
scalloped potatoes, mixed 
veggies, angel food, glazed 
peaches, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15. 
p.m.  

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. for a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

All A Honor Roll at Wheeler Central includes (Back row, l-r): Chey-
enne Pokorny, Morgan Ramsey, Rex Day, Rachel Dierks, MaKenna 
Pelster and Bobbi Guggenmos. Front Row: Ryder Pokorny, David 
Keber, Jayna Guggenmos and Braelynn Schlenger. Photo and cap-
tion courtesy of Dawn Erickson

Top students

The family of  Dan 
and Sharon (Kallhoff) 
Schindler happily 
announce their parent’s 
50th wedding anniversary. 

Dan and Sharon were 
married February 6, 
1971, at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church in Elgin, 
NE.  They were blessed 
with three daughters 
and 12 grandchildren:  
Stephanie & Mark Weidner 
and family of  Norfolk, 
NE;  Jennifer & Shawn 
Severson and family of  
Elkhorn, NE;  Jacqueline 
Belk and family of  
Waverly, NE.  

Due to Covid and CDC 
restrictions, there will be 
no reception to celebrate 
the momentous occasion.  
Cards and congratulations 
can be sent to 1120 West 
Loop 1604 North (#102), 
San Antonio, TX 78251. 

Schindlers to
celebrate 50th
anniversary 
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Obituaries

Michael “Mike” G. Thiele, 59 
of  St. Paul, entered into  eter-
nal rest Thursday, January 28, 
2021, at his home surrounded 

by his family.  
Mass of  

Christian Buri-
al was held at 
10:30 A.M. Tues-
day, February 2, 
2021, at the St. 
Libory Catholic 
Church in St. 
Libory, Ne-
braska.  Father 
Sid Bruggeman 

presided.  The service was live 
streamed on the Jacobsen-
Greenway-Dietz Funeral Home 

Facebook Page. 
Due to health concerns re-

garding the Covid-19 Pandem-
ic, current CDC & Nebraska 
DHHS guidelines for faith-
based services will be followed.

A private family burial will 
be at the St. Patrick’s Cemetery 
in Holt County, Nebraska.  

Visitation was held from 
4-6 P.M. Monday, February 1, 
2021, at the St. Libory Catholic 
Church.  A Rosary was recited 
at 6 p.m. at the church.  Jacob-
sen-Greenway-Dietz Funeral 
Home in St. Paul is assisting 
the family. 

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als are suggested by the fam-

ily to be donated to Polycystic 
Kidney Research, Pancreatic 
Action Network, St. Libory 
Catholic Church,  or Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic High 
School in Elgin, Nebraska.  

*****
Mike was born on April 

26, 1961, to Phillip & Vera 
Dell (Funk) Thiele in Neligh, 
Nebraska and grew up south 
of  Ewing in rural St. John’s 
parish community.  He was 
baptized and confirmed at St. 
John’s Catholic Church in ru-
ral Clearwater, Nebraska.

Mike attended grade school 
at Sunny Brook and gradu-
ated from Pope John Central 

Catholic High School in Elgin 
in 1979, where he met his wife 
Kathryn (Katie) Peetz. They 
were married at St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Neligh, Ne-
braska on July 23, 1983.  They 
were blessed with three beauti-
ful daughters: Suzanne, Jenni-
fer, and Jacque.  Mike & Katie 
moved to the St. Libory area 
in 1987.  Mike worked as a hog 
confinement manager, propane 
sales and site manager, HVAC 
installer, and for the Depart-
ment of  Transportation.  Mike 
served on the St. Libory Fire 
Department,  the St. Paul Rural 
Fire Department board and 
was a member of  the Knights 

Michael G. Thiele, 59
A graduate of Pope John Central Catholic High School, he was a family man who enjoyed the farm life.

of  Columbus, Howard County 
Crime Stoppers, and the St. 
Libory Catholic Church.  He 
enjoyed farm life-cows, horses, 
goats, dogs. His greatest enjoy-
ment in life was being with his 
family.  Playing with his grand-
kids and family trips were 
always a highlight in his life!

Those left to cherish his 
memory include his wife, 
Katie; three daughters and 
sons-in-law, Suzanne (David) 
Lamar of  Lompoc, California, 
Jennifer (Greg) Thompson of  
Aurora, Nebraska, and Jacque 
(Derek) Schwartz of  Omaha, 
Nebraska; four grandchildren; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, 

Gary (Carol) Thiele and Greg 
& Ellen Thiele, all of  Norfolk, 
Nebraska; sisters and brothers-
in-law, Karen (Jack) Allemang 
and Deb (Dwaine) Trease, all 
of  Clearwater, Nebraska, and 
Peg (Gary) Chance of  Neligh, 
Nebraska.  

Mike was preceded in death 
by his parents, Vera Dell 
(Stuhr) and Philip Thiele, step-
father, LaVern Stuhr; father-in-
law, Dwaine Peetz, mother-in-
law, Mildred (James) Bauman, 
& brother-in-law Michael Peetz.

Online condolences may be 
directed to the family at www.
jacobsengreenway.com

By Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D.
It was my first month in the hospital as a new internal medi-

cine intern at a large university hospital.  Upper-level residents 
that I met during orientation asked me, “What is your first rota-
tion?”  When I answered, “hepatology,” the looks I got in response 
told me I was in for a tough initiation.

The hepatology service included some of  the sickest patients 

Lois E. Sprout, 86, of  Elgin, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Saturday, January 30, 2021 at 
her home near Elgin.  

Funeral 
Services will 
be 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, 
February 3, 2021 
(today) at the 
United Method-
ist Church in 
Elgin, with Rev. 
Janet Burgel of-
ficiating. Inter-
ment will follow 

at West Cedar Valley Cemetery, 
Elgin. Visitation was from 4:30 
- 7 p.m., Tuesday at the church. 
Social distancing and current 
Covid-19 DHM’s effective will 
be followed at the services and 
masks are requested.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin is in charge of  arrange-

ments. Condolences may be 
sent to the family at: www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****
Lois Elaine (Hopkins) Sprout 

was born February 17, 1934, 
to George A. and Thelma 
(LaBorde) Hopkins in Neligh, 
NE. Lois grew up helping with 
her parents’ business, Hop-
kins Produce in Neligh. After 
graduating from Neligh High 
School in 1952, Lois worked at 
the high school office before 
going to Central Finance in 
Neligh. Lois often shared 
stories of  driving her friends 
in her Ford convertible. She 
enjoyed spending time with 
friends at the roller-skating 
rink which is where she met 
the love of  her life, William 
Sprout from Elgin. William and 
Lois were married May 25, 1956 
in Neligh. They were blessed 

with two children, Craig in 
1957 and Sarah in 1962. 

William and Lois lived all 
of  their married life west of  
Elgin on the farm. Lois was 
a farmwife, crafter and cake 
baker just to name a few of  her 
“careers”. She began her cake 
baking career by making their 
own wedding cake in 1956 and 
continued to make cakes for 
people far and wide for the next 
50+ years. She was a co-leader 
of  the Merry Makers 4-H Club 
which was started west of  
Elgin and served as Superin-
tendent of  Clothing and the 
cake decorating projects for the 
Antelope County Fair. She re-
cently was honored for 60 years 
as a 4-H leader for Antelope 
County. 

Lois was a member of  Stitch 
and Chatter Club, Out Our Way 
Extension Club and Helping 

Hands Ladies Aid. She served 
on the Nebraska State Exten-
sion board traveling to Kansas 
City and Washington DC. She 
was a member of  the Elgin 
United Methodist Church 
where she was a Sunday school 
teacher and church council 
member along with various 
other committees. She was the 
Annual Fall Supper Chairman 
for many years. She was also 
a HAM Radio operator and 
proudly displayed her call sign 
N0YCJ her license plate. 

Lois had a wonderful way 
of  making friends and family 
welcome in her home. She was 
known for her ability to serve 
an excellent meal no matter 
how many extra showed up at 
her door. She had many talents 
and she excelled at each new 
thing she tried. Her home was 
brightened with many of  her 

Lois E. Sprout, 86
An Antelope County native, she served 60 years as a 4-H leader touching the lives of many youth.

paintings and other projects 
on display. The smell of  freshly 
baked cake will remain with 
her family for years to come. 
Her family was blessed to have 
her in their lives. Her love and 
commitment to family were 
values that are instilled in her 
family forever. No matter if  it 
was church, family or com-
munity, all knew Lois could be 
counted on to help get the job 
done.    

Lois is survived by her 
children: Craig and Merry 
Sprout of  Elgin; Sarah Harrod 
of  Norfolk, NE; four grandchil-
dren: Dr. Whitney and Justin 
Tramp of  Norfolk, NE; Travis 
and Alexis Sprout of  Bartlett, 
NE; Hayleigh and Nick Mosel 

of  Lincoln, NE; Evan Harrod 
of  Norfolk, NE; nine great-
grandchildren who were her 
pure joy and entertainment: 
Madelyn, Kinsley and Reagan 
Tramp; Amelia, Josephine, and 
Sophia Sprout; Milo Mosel; Jax 
and Adelynn Harrod; brother: 
Alvin and Nadine Hopkins 
of  Minden, NE; sister-in-law: 
Marilyn “Mick” Hopkins of  
Laurel, NE; as well as numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband William in 
2012; her parents; siblings: Bill 
and Bonnie Hopkins; Barbara 
and Dean Hughes; and Bob 
Hopkins; in-laws: Leland and 
Mary Sprout; Mary and Chuck 
Gallishaw.

in the hospital. Each one had either end stage cirrhosis or a liver 
transplant, plus some acute condition requiring them to be in the 
hospital. They were so complicated, making clear to the newly 
minted Dr. Evans that a healthy 
liver is critical for the body to 
function normally.

Cirrhosis (scarring of  the liver) 
is the undesirable result of  many 
types of  chronic liver disease. 
Many causes of  liver disease occur 
at random, related to autoimmune 
or genetic origins. However, the most common reasons patients 
develop cirrhosis are alcohol related liver disease, hepatitis C, 
and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, all of  which might be con-
trolled if  we catch them before cirrhosis develops. 

Most people know that chronic heavy alcohol use can result in 
cirrhosis. We don’t fully understand why some heavy drinkers 
develop cirrhosis and some don’t, but longstanding alcohol abuse 
does typically result in some degree of  liver damage. Though it 
can be very difficult, stopping alcohol intake can, in turn, stop 

Understanding chronic liver disease

By Jessie Reestman and Dennis Morgan
Fifty-thousand dollars. That’s the price of  repairing the Ante-

lope County Court House parking lot.
The Antelope County Commissioners, meeting Tuesday, re-

viewed a proposal from Knife River which would call for the plac-
ing of  a two-inch overlay on the parking lot which has the only 
handicap accessible entrance to the building.

Commissioner Dean Smith said, during the discussion, that he 
didn’t feel the condition of  the parking lot constituted the cost. 
No action was taken on the proposal as discussion will continue 
on how to improve the parking lot.

In other action:
• Road closure — Brian McDonald, JEO engineer, told the com-

missioners that land owners affected by the possible road closure 
of  841 Road between 510 and 511 appear to have worked out a 
solution. He said attorney Jim Fehringer is working out a plan. 
To that end, the commissioners approved a resolution and set a 
hearing date for March 2 at 10 a.m.

Mitigation — A motion was approved for Central Plains Bat 
Removal for bat mitigation on the museum-owned St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church. Bids ranged from $2,500 to $4,500.

Grant — From the Promotional Grant Fund, the commission-
ers approved a grant request for the upcoming Antelope County 
Home & Ag Expo.

Court house parking lot
repairs could cost $50,000

See DISEASE, Page 10
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

The creation of  police oversight boards in Ne-
braska’s largest cities is aimed at bringing more 
accountability to community-police interac-
tions, says freshman lawmaker Terrell McKin-
ney of  Omaha.

“This issue isn’t foreign to Nebraska,” he said 
of  his Municipal Police Oversight Act (LB515), 
which is one of  43 proposals dealing with police 
that McKinney and his colleagues will face. 

“Police issues are not 
just occurring in other 
cities and states across 
the country and its 
imperative we do some-
thing about it,” he said.

At least three propos-
als, all sponsored by 
Omaha senators, deal 
with police oversight, 
training and prohibition 
of  certain procedures by 
officers. They come in 
the wake of  the killing 
of  George Floyd by Min-
neapolis police and the 
subsequent response to 
protests by law enforce-
ment agencies last year 
in Lincoln and Omaha. 
Bills address everything 
from education and 
training, background 

checks, banning chokeholds and requiring of-
ficers to intervene if  another is using excessive 
force.

Creation of  “Citizen Police Oversight Boards” 
creates a body that can be charged with hold-
ing departments accountable. McKinney said 
a lack of  accountability creates mistrust in the 
communities being policed, as well as a lack of  
willingness by city and police leaders to address 
it. Under his bill, Omaha and Lincoln would be 
required to establish a seven-member board and 
hire dedicated investigators and staff  before 
Jan. 1, 2022. Members would be appointed by the 
mayor to represent a cross-section of  the com-
munity and would need city council approval to 
serve five-year terms.

Prohibiting board participation by anyone 
who has served or is affiliated with law enforce-
ment would apparently add to the independence 
of  such a group. In addition, the board would 
have the power to address grievances and 
investigate complaints filed against police by 
members of  the public, as well as instances of  
misconduct that come before it outside of  the 

complaint process.
The oversight boards would also be respon-

sible for investigating all shootings involving 
police, and would have the power to inspect all 
police department records, including person-
nel files, as well as issue subpoenas to compel 
testimony and evidence.

Having subpoena power would give the over-
sight boards more teeth in addressing com-
plaints and investigating possible misconduct, 
McKinney said. Lincoln’s current nine-member 
Citizen Police Advisory Board, for instance, 
meets quarterly and oversees police department 
policies, reviews general performance, and 
investigates complaints from the public, but it 
doesn’t have the power to compel evidence or 
discipline officers.

McKinney’s bill would give citizen police over-

sight boards the ability to review complaints 
during public meetings, and vote to forward po-
tential criminal conduct to a county attorney or 
send recommendations to law enforcement.  All 
of  those provisions would help boost confidence 
that potential police abuse and misconduct are 
being investigated in good faith, he added.

Members of  the Legislature’s Judiciary 
Committee held two days of  listening sessions 
in Omaha and Lincoln after demonstrations 
following the May 2020 death of  Floyd escalated 
into property damage and confrontations with 
police for more than a week. Following those 
sessions, it became clear that bills would be 
forthcoming. 

I’ve said it before, but this is an issue that 
must be addressed, sooner than later.

Additionally, McKinney’s (LB601) would 

require law enforcement agencies to maintain 
records regarding officer discipline and create 
a public database of  law enforcement officer 
misconduct.Omaha Senator Justin Wayne’s 
(LB551) would change and provide qualifica-
tions for and duties relating to certification of  
law enforcement officers, require accreditation 
of  law enforcement agencies, prohibit choke-
holds in law enforcement, require policies on 
excessive force, and create a public data base of  
law enforcement officer misconduct

Omaha Senator Steve Lathrop’s (LB51) would 
change and provide qualifications for and duties 
relating to certification of  law enforcement of-
ficers, require accreditation of  law enforcement 
agencies, prohibit chokeholds in law enforce-
ment, and require policies on excessive force.

Yes, those are similar approaches, which will 
lead to a blend after public hearings are held 
and the Lathrop-led Judiciary Committee fash-
ions the final approach. I trust lawmakers will 
do the right thing.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska 

government and politics since 1979. He has been 
a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Heavy emphasis on oversight and regulation of police

Perhaps you know this happy couple living 
right here in Elgin. A mixed marriage. She 
wears K-State purple; he wears Husker red. A 
couple we know in Lincoln mirrors this same 
fan divide. 

Color plays a huge role in sports alliances, 
just as it does in politics. If  you watched the 
presidential inauguration January 20th, maybe 
you noticed the predominant color for women 
front and center was shades of  purple. This 
color is achieved by mixing red and blue, in 
this case symbolizing unity.  

Purple also is the color of  Lent, the Christian 
season starting with Ash Wednesday February 
17 this year. It is a time of  penance, preparation 
and sacrifice. Purple is regal and commonly 
adorned king’s clothing of  old. 

Other colors frame our 
days. Holidays give us 
red and green for Christ-
mas; red and pink for 
Valentine’s Day; green 
for St. Patrick’s Day; 
pink and yellow for Eas-
ter; red, white and blue 
for Independence Day; 
orange for Halloween, 
and brown for Thanks-
giving.

White is associated 
with purity, spirituality 
and cleanliness. Black 
signifies power, death 
and  evil. Truth be told, 
few situations are black 
or white. There are many 
shades of  gray, and vary-
ing sides to every story. 

Sometimes others 
make a statement out of  

the blue. Say what? We might be tickled pink 
to hear it, or a bit taken aback if  we guess it’s a 
white lie. The white lie, insignificant or not, is 
often used to avoid hurting someone’s feelings. 
Maybe you don’t particularly like a person’s 
new haircut, though say it looks great as to not 
offend. 

We all know the person with the green thumb 
who can make anything grow. Yes, those of  us 
who attempt gardening with limited success 
can be green with envy and are thankful for 
Elgin’s own Dean’s Market fresh produce aisle. 

How about that black sheep of  the family, the 
odd one out? Caught red-handed doing some-
thing deceitful and only once in a blue moon, or 
very rarely, participates in family gatherings. 
Or tells jokes so off-color they are offensive. If  
he or she lives far away, we could take the red 
eye, a late-night flight, to visit on their turf  and 
make amends. 

The science of  color is called chromatics 
and includes the perception of  color by the 
human eye and brain. What would it be like to 
be color blind? To not see the luscious yellow 
of  the sunrise? Or the orange, yellow and reds 
of  a fabulous Nebraska sunset? After cataract 
surgery, many exclaim how amazing it is to see 
the variations and vibrance of  colors. Consider 
the trees – so many shades of  green. 

At the sight of  a full rainbow during Hawaii 
Big Island travel in 2019, husband Rick imme-
diately introduced me to Roy G. Biv. Learned 
in first grade in the country school that used to 
sit on our Elgin farm, the letters in the name 
stand for the colors of  a rainbow – red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet.  Somehow I 
missed that in grade school color 101, though I 
do recall mixing yellow and blue food coloring 
to make green.  

As winter gray transitions to the magnifi-
cence of  spring flowers, take time to appreciate 
colors. They make our planet earth, and this 
rural place called Elgin, so captivating. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@
gmail.com.

Color talk

When Joe Biden was inaugurated on Janu-
ary 20, he became our 46th president. Forty-six 

presidents isn’t many for 
a country that’s nearly 
250 years old – presiden-
tial elections only come 
around once every four 
years, and many presi-
dents hold office for two 
terms.

A new Congress, on the 
other hand, convenes ev-
ery two years. Every other 
January, regardless of  the 
outcome of  the presiden-
tial election, new senators 
and congressmen take 
their seats, unpassed bills 
expire, and the legislative 
branch starts anew.

Both of  these things 
have happened so regu-
larly since our nation’s 
founding that we’ve 
almost come to take them 

for granted. But the truth is that we shouldn’t: 

After George Washington refused a third term 
in 1796, the world was shocked. No one in mod-
ern history had given up power the way he did. 

In fact, when King George III heard that 
Washington was planning to resign, he said, “If  
he does that, he will be the greatest man in the 
world.” Our democracy persists because of  our 
first president’s faith in the American people. 
Today, it is up to each of  us to liveup to that faith 
and move forward as one nation, both Demo-
crats and Republicans. As our 16th president, 
Abraham Lincoln, was fond of  saying, we are 
one country, and we have one destiny.

Vetting nominees and holding votes on their 
confirmation is a big part of  the Senate’s job in 
the months after a new president takes office, 
and this year will be no different. The day after 
President Biden was inaugurated, the House 
and Senate approved a waiver for Lloyd Austin’s 
nomination to serve as secretary of  defense, and 
confirmed him the next day.

This waiver is required for nominees for the 
top job at the Pentagon who have been retired 
from active service for less than seven years. 
General Austin is qualified for this position, and 
I voted both for this waiver and for his confir-

mation. Now that he has been confirmed,I’m 
committed to working with him to keep America 
safe. This includes continuing to care for the 
men and women of  our military, modernizing 
our nuclear forces, strengthening our Air Force 
capabilities, and supporting Nebraska’s critical 
defense assets.

On January 22, I was pleased to speak with 
Gina Raimondo, the Governor of  Rhode Island 
and President Biden’s nominee for secretary of  
commerce. If  she is confirmed, I look forward to 
working with her on the things that matter most 
to our economy.

Later the same day, I also spoke to a group of  
beginning farmers through the Nebraska Corn 
Growers Association’s PRIME Program. This 
program selects up to 12 of  Nebraska’s most 
promising young producers and teaches them 
about the industry’s newest technologies, best 
practices, and most up-to-date research. I en-
joyed telling them about what the U.S. Senate is 
doing to provide more certainty for Nebraska 
producers. As we begin both a new Congress and 
a new presidency, I will continue to make sure 
the hardworking families who call Nebraska 
home are heard in Washington.

Working towards finding common ground to benefit Nebraskans

This legis-
lative session, 
Senators can 
take the next 
step towards 
solving Ne-
braska’s high 
property tax 
problem.  Ris-
ing property 
taxes not only 
burden fam-
ily farmers 
and ranch-
ers, but they 
drive away 
businesses 
and prevent 
families from 
achieving the 
American 
dream of  

home ownership.
Since taking office, my top prior-

ity has been property tax relief.  
The Legislature and I have worked 
together to deliver $2 billion in 
property tax relief  since 2015.  
Last year, we successfully enacted 
landmark property tax relief  leg-
islation with LB 1107, which will 
deliver an additional $375 million 
in annual property tax relief  when 
fully implemented.  

The two-year budget I’ve pro-
posed to the Unicameral would 
make use of  this new legislation to 
deliver more than $1.36 billion in 
additional relief  to Nebraskans.

While LB 1107 was major prog-
ress, we need to make sure it 
makes a difference in the long run.  
Without limits on local govern-
ment, local spending increases will 
offset much of  this property tax 
relief  from the State.  

Many taxpayers may feel like 
they’re stuck on a treadmill.  Every 

step forward in their earnings is at 
risk of  being canceled out by new 
property tax increases.

From 2010 to 2020, local govern-
ments collectively raised property 
taxes 4.3% percent annually, or 
51.8% total.  

Over the last 10 years, income 
only grew at 48% and inflation 
at 18.7%.  Family budgets cannot 
keep up with rising taxes outpac-
ing their growth. 

It’s time to help taxpayers who 
are tired of  high property taxes.  
The only way to ensure the direct 
relief  from the State makes a dif-
ference is to slow the growth of  
tax askings by the 2,500 local units 
of  government that levy property 
taxes.  

That’s why Senator Lou Ann 
Linehan and I have proposed LR 
22CA, which amends the State’s 
constitution to cap local property 

tax increases at 3% per year.  If  
passed this session, Nebraskans 
would vote on the constitutional 
amendment in the fall election of  
2022.

Nebraskans are tired of  seeing 
their tax bills grow faster than tax 
relief  and their family budgets.  
This has been a recurring pattern 
over the years, and without LR 
22CA we’ll see it again.  

In 1990, the Legislature raised 
the sales tax and income tax to cre-
ate TEEOSA (the State’s formula 
for giving aid to public schools).  
Over three years, the amount of  
state aid to schools more than 
doubled from $253 million to $524 
million at a time when school en-
rollment was increasing about one 
percent a year.  

While school property taxes went 

The property tax treadmill 2021

See RICKETTS, Page Five
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Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
January 26, 1961

The semester honor roll was 
released. In order to be eligible 
for the Honor Roll, a student 
must have at least two A’s and 
no grade lower than a B. At 
least a rating of  “Good” from 
each teacher in citizenship 
is required. The Honor Roll 
is as follows: Seniors making 
the honor roll, Donald Mason, 
4 A’s, Dean Faubel 3 A’s 1B; 
Barbara Schuchardt, 4 A’s; 
Sharon Braband, 3 A’s  1 B. 

The Elgin Public Junior 
High grade team traveled to 
Oakdale Friday and came 
home with a 37-26 triumph.
Leonard Iburg lead all scorers 
with 24 points. Good defense 
and rebounding games were 
turned in by Duane Pierce, 
Ron Tiernery and Lynn Varn.

Fireman were called 
Tuesday noon, 12:10 P.M. 
to extinguish a blaze at the 

William Ernest farm 12 miles 
west and 1 mile south of  town. 
Fortunately, the fire had been 
put out before the fireman 
arrived. The blaze started 
while thawing out his water 
supply tank line.   
Fifty Years Ago
January 28, 1971 

The Elgin High School’s 1971 
Betty Crocker Homemaker 
of  Tomorrow is senior Janell 
Hutchinson. She is the 
daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. Elvin 
Hutchinson. Janelle  received a 
specially designed award and is 
eligible for state and national 
competition honors, including 
one of  102 college scholarships 
totaling $110,000.

The Elgin varsity proved 
to be too much for the faculty 
as they posted a 78-59 win in 
round ball. The varsity jumped 
out into the lead and never lost 
it as their height advantage 
payed off  for them. The 

teachers shot well enough, but 
were not able to pull enough 
to make a strong challenge. 
Rueben Bergan led the way 
for the varsity as he shot in 
22 points. Bruce Anderson 
and Rich Kinney were close 
behind with 15 and 14 points 
respectively. The teachers  
were led by Randy Carlson 
who pumped in 18 tallies. Ron 
Jajeck chipped in 12 for second.
Thirty Years Ago
January 23, 1991

With the start of  the Persian 
Gulf  conflict last week, Elgin 
area residents remembered 
U.S. troops in many ways. 
Students and teachers at St. 
Boniface School in Elgin tied 
about 150 yellow ribbons on 
the fence near their school in 
remembrance of  servicemen  
and women in the Persian Gulf. 
The ribbons will remain in 
place until American troops 
return home. Local businesses 

are flying their flags each day, 
and special prayer services are 
planned at local churches.

Elgin High School boys 
basketball players chosen for 
the Goldenrod Conference All 
Tournament Team were Ryan 
Reestman, Roger Paul, and 
Wally Johnson. The Elgin High 
boys basketball team brought 
home it’s third tournament 
championship of  the season 
with the Goldenrod Conference 
trophy.

Steve Anderson son of  
Harold and Joyce Anderson, 
has been named to the 
Superintendent’s list for the 
fall semester of  the 90-91 
academic year at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. To be named 
to the Superintendent’s List 
Cadets must earn above a 3.0 
grade point average, as well as 
military performance average. 
Twenty Years Ago
January 24, 2001

Dr. Gayla Fredrickson of  
Brookings, SD, has received 
a contract offer to be 
superintendent of  Elgin Public 
Schools for the 2001-2002 school 
year. At a special meeting, the 
board unanimously approved a 
motion to offer the contract to 
Fredrickson.

Army Reserve Pvt. Joshua B. 
Schindler recently graduated 
from basic combat training at 
Fort Jackson, Columbia, SC. 
During the training the soldier 
received instruction and 
practice in drill and ceremony, 
marching, rifle marksmanship, 
armed and unarmed military 
courtesy, military justice, 
physical fitness, first aid, and 
Army and tradition. He is 
the son of  Glen and Louise 
Schindler of  rural Elgin and a 
2000 graduate of  Elgin High.

Andrew Spieker of  Elgin 
is one of  10 University of  
Nebraska at Kearney students 

who participated in Irene 
Ryan Acting Competition 
at the Kennedy Center/
American College Theatre 
Festival in Overland Park , 
KS. The students competed 
for scholarships and the 
opportunity to advance to the 
final round of  competition at 
the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts in 
Washington D.C.

By Jessie Reestman

down for two years, they had 
returned to the same record 
high by 1993.  In 1998, the 
Legislature increased state aid 
through TEEOSA by about $125 
million, or a 27% increase.  In 
1999, property taxes still went 
up about $48 million.  And 
finally in 2005, the Legislature 
boosted state aid another $70 
million, or 10% in one year.  In 
2006, property taxes went up 
$161 million statewide.

That’s why LR 22CA is 
needed.  The Legislature could 
strip away the authority of  lo-
cal units of  government to levy 
property taxes at all, or the 
State could control levies and 
systems of  valuation centrally.  
However, a cap on the annual 
rate of  growth is the best way 
to protect Nebraska’s system 
of  local control.  LR 22CA 
slows spending growth, main-

From Page Four
Ricketts

tains the local decision-making 
Nebraskans cherish, and gives 
the people of  Nebraska a voice 
in the process.

It is my belief  that if  the 
Legislature doesn’t place a 
reasonable limit on the growth 
rate of  local property taxes, 
then voters will take matters 
into their own hands and strip 
local governments of  their 
authority to tax property.  
Something similar happened 50 
years ago when voters repealed 
the State’s authority to levy 
property taxes.  Prohibiting 
the State from taxing property 
didn’t fix the problem because 
local governments could still 
tax with few limits.  

As debate begins on LR 
22CA, local government lob-
byists will argue that it’s too 
restrictive.  

That simply isn’t true.  
Whenever local governments 

see the need to exceed 3% 
annual growth, they can ask 
voters to override the limit.  
There’s no reason for finan-
cially responsible local govern-
ments to fear extra account-
ability from the people in their 
communities.  Nebraskans are 
responsible and civic-minded, 
and they willingly support 
needed services.   

If  you support property tax 
relief  and LR 22CA, please con-
sider reaching out to your State 
Senator.  You can find their 
information at www.nebras-
kalegislature.gov.  If  you have 
other questions, please email 
me at pete.ricketts@nebraska.
govor call 402-471-2244.  Prop-
erty taxes keep growing faster 
than families can afford—even 
with additional tax relief.  It’s 
time for the Legislature to take 
decisive action, so we can keep 
the Good Life growing.

Shop At Home!

The Wolfpack wrestling team will compete Saturday in the first 
round of  postseason action.

Doniphan-Trumbull High School will host the sub-district 
which EPPJ will be competing in. Schools, in addition to EPPJ, 
competing there are Doniphan-Trumbull, Ansley-Litchfield, Free-
man, Palmer, Red Cloud/Blue Hill, Riverside, Southwest, Twin 
Loup and West Holt. According to the NSAA website, wrestling 
is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. The top four in each weight class 
will advance to the district competition to be held Feb. 12-13 
at Elkhorn Valley High School in Tilden. The top four in each 
weight class at Tilden will advance to the state meet on Feb. 17-18.

Wrestling sub-district is Saturday

Red 
Cross

Bloodmobile
will be back in Elgin 

on Tuesday,
Febr. 23
9 am-3 pm
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LINDSAY — Up by five 
at halftime, the EPPJ girls 
couldn’t keep pace in the 
second half  as Humphrey/
Lindsay Holy Family posted a 
56 to 40 victory Thursday.

Suffering just their fourth 
loss of  the season, the 
Wolfpack came up short in a 
physical game. 

Addison Schneider, a 
6’1” junior, and 5’9” Paige 
Beller were too much for 
the Wolfpack on the night. 
Schneider controlled the inside 
and Beller connected from the 
perimeter. 

In the second half, H/LHF 
outscored EPPJ 37 to 16.

Beller had seven points 
to start the second half  and 
Schneider two as the Bulldogs 
took a 28 to 26 lead midway 
through the quarter. EPPJ 
managed just five points in the 
remainder of  the quarter as 
the Bulldogs bolted to a 38 to 
33 lead. Ashlynne Charf  had 

O’NEILL — Second verse, 
same as the first.

For the second time this 
season, Elgin Public-Pope 
John easily defeated the Lady 
Warriors of  Neligh-Oakdale.

This time it was in the 
opening round of  the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Girls 
Basketball Tournament as 
EPPJ won 65 to 32.

In December, EPPJ defeated 
Neligh-Oakdale 55 to 35. 

On Saturday, it was another 
display of  how pressure 
defense leads to scoring 
opportunities which leads to 
points.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer’s 
team (14-4) started slow, but 
by the end of  the first quarter 
they had grabbed a 17 to 7 lead. 
Freshman Keyera Eisenhauer 
came off  the bench to score 
eight points in the quarter 
including a trey just before the 
buzzer.

The second quarter started 
with a basket by Ally Selting, 
then Kirsten Krebs had back-
to-back baskets to help spark 
a run which saw EPPJ’s lead 
jump out to 17 points with one 
minute to go before halftime. 

Starting the second half  up 
34 to 20, EPPJ’s defense limited 
the Lady Warriors to just two 
points (Emerson Knust field 
goal). At the other end of  the 
court, EPPJ blistered the nets 
for 13 points as six different 
players scored including 
freshman Brenna Martinsen to 
up the lead to 47 to 22.

In the final eight minutes, 
Martinsen and Ashlynne 
Charf  each had five points to 
close out the victory.

EPPJ was led in scoring by 
Eisenhauer with 18 points, 

GREELEY — Friday marked 
the last regular wrestling 
tournament of  the season for 
the Wolfpack as they competed 
at the Central Valley Invite.

With postseason to begin this 
Friday with sub-district action 
at Doniphan/Trumbull High 
School (see separate story), 
Wolfpack wrestlers were 
tasked with one last chance to 
show their mettle.

Sophomore Carter Beckman 
was the only Wolfpack wrestler 
to place at the tournament, 
finishing second in the 
113-pound division. Beckman’s 
first action came in the semi-
final round and he made quick 
work of  Cody Booth, pinning 
the Neligh-Oakdale wrestler in 
2:48.

In the finals, Eli Paxton got 
the better of  Beckman, but not 
by much. Paxton won eight to 
five.

At 145 pounds, Thomas 
Warnke wrestled five times, 
winning three by pin. His 
fastest pin came against Hi-
Line’s Ayden Moore at 1:50.

Freshman Samuel 
Hemenway also wrestled five 
times and recorded pins in 
three matches. His fastest pin 
came against Tayte Thornton 
of  Anselmo-Merna in 1:08.

Neligh-Oakdale won the 
tournament with 187 points. 
EPPJ finished with 36 points. 
Altogether, 15 teams competed 
in the tournament.

YORK — EPPJ’s ‘terrific trio’ 
of  girl wrestlers were among 
nearly 180 girls who competed 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Nebraska Girls State Wrestling 
Tournament.

Held at York High School, 
the number of  girls competing 
were up more than sixty from 
the inaugural tournament held 
one year ago.

Kadance Dworak, wrestling 
at 142 pounds, recorded 
the school’s first victory 
in a contested match at the 

LINDSAY — Points were hard to come by for 
the Wolfpack Thursday night as Humphrey/
Lindsay Holy Family posted a 43-point victory 
over EPPJ, 76 to 33.

As they have in previous meetings, the Bull-
dogs used their height advantage to score over 
the Wolfpack. Nowhere was that more evident 
than in the play of  6’5” twins Jason and Jacob 
Sjuts who were nearly unstoppable once they 
touched the ball near the basket.

The Bulldogs jumped out to a 20 to 8 lead in 
the game’s first eight minutes. Paiton Hoefer 
had four points in the quarter, Colton Wright 
and Nick Anderson each had two.

To their credit, the Wolfpack never gave up in 
this game. In the second quarter, Wright had six 
of  the team’s 10 points, freshman Blake Henn 
came off  the bench to score four points.

Bulldogs Coach Joe Hesse went well into the 
second half  before giving way to reserves in the 
fourth quarter.

EPPJ was led in scoring by Wright with 11 
points, Hoefer had nine. The team made 12 of  
42 field goal attempts and both of  their free 
throws (2-2). Wright also led the team in re-
bounds with eight. The loss dropped EPPJ’s re-
cord to 8-9 heading into the NVC Tournament.

H/LHF 76, EPPJ 33
Wolfpack…………………………8   10   9   6 — 33
Bulldogs…………………………20  22  26  8 — 76 
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 2-7 3-3 7, Layne Bullock 
0-0 0-0 0, Jack Wemhoff 0-1 0-0 0, Gage Thiessen 
0-1 0-0 0, Paiton Hoefer 3-9 2-2 9, Austin Good 
0-6 0-0 0, Myles Kittelson 0-0 0-0 0, Camryn Pel-
ster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 1-7 0-0 2, Colton 
Wright 4-8 3-8 11, Jordan Lindgren 2-2 0-0 4, 
Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 0-1 0-0 0. 
Team totals: 12-42 8-13 33. Three-point shots — 
1-11 (Paiton Hoefer).
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack  21 (Colton 
Wright 8). Assists — Wolfpack 7 (Jack Wemhoff 
3). Steals — Wolfpack 4 (Nick Anderson 2). Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 22. 

Wolfpack wrestlers show promise
at Girls State Wrestling Tournament

tournament. Competing in 
consolation round #2, Dworak 
used her strength and agility 
to defeat Ellison Ahrens of  
Pender five to zero. That would 
be Dworak’s only victory 
on the mat as she lost her 
consolation round #3 match to 
finish the season 10-10.

Kali Dworak and Isabella 
Smidt advanced to wrestle on 
Saturday. After receiving two 
forfeits, Dworak her last match 
Friday night to Brisa Figueroa 
of  West Point Beemer. 

On Saturday morning, 
Dworak was pinned by 
Creighton’s Layci Condon. She 
finished the season with a 7-6 
record.

EPPJ’s third wrestler, 
Isabella Smidt, split her two 
matchups Friday night on the 
mats. Karen Gomez pinned 
Smidt in the championship 
round #2. Then, in the 
consolation round #3, Smidt 
won by fall over Jenna Secord 
of  Papillion-LaVista, pinning 
her opponent in 32 seconds.

Results of  contested matches 
were:

109 pounds — Quarterfinal 
- Brisa Figueroa (West Point 
Beemer) 22-2 won by fall over 
Kali Dworak (Elgin/Pope John) 
7-6 (Fall 0:37); Cons. Round 4 - 
Layci Condon (Creighton) 8-11 
won by fall over Dworak (Fall 
2:07)

142 — Champ. Round 2 - 
Karen Gomez (Schuyler) 10-11 
won by fall over Isabella Smidt 
(Elgin/Pope John) 11-5 (Fall 
1:51); Cons. Round 3 - Isabella 
Smidt (Elgin/Pope John) 11-5 
won by fall over Jenna Secord 
(Papillion-La Vista) 2-6 (Fall 
0:32)

142 — Champ. Round 2 - 
Maria Barnes (Ogallala) 10-7 
won by fall over Kadance 
Dworak (Elgin/Pope John) 
10-10 (Fall 4:30); Cons. Round 
2 - Dworak won by decision 
over Ellison Ahrens (Pender) 
0-6 (Dec 5-0); Cons. Round 3 - 
Rita Ceballos (Johnson County 
Central) 11-18 won by fall over 
Dworak (Fall 1:28)

Beckman takes
second Friday 
at CV Invite

See VALLEY, Page Seven

EPPJ takes
tourney opener
over N-O 65-32

Charf  had 16.
Rebounds were just one of  

several statistics where EPPJ 
dominated. They pulled down 
41 rebounds compared to just 
15 for the Lady Warriors. Ano-
ther was steals where EPPJ 
held a 15 to 4 edge.

EPPJ 65, Neligh-Oakdale 32
Lady Warriors..7   13   2   10 — 32
Wolfpack…….17  17  13  18 — 65
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Theanna 
Dunn 0-0 0-0 0, Ashlynne Charf 
7-8 2-3 16, Skyler Meis 3-9 1-2 
8, Kaylee Ramold 1-5 0-0 2, 
Kirsten Krebs 3-10 0-0 6, Brenna 
Martinsen 3-3 1-1 7, Keyera 

Bulldogs bite Wolfpack hard 76 to 33 

Second half scoring woes cost EPPJ
six points in the quarter and 
finished the game with a team-
high 12 points.

EPPJ managed just seven 
points in the fourth quarter, 

five coming on free throws. 
At the other end of  the court, 
the Bulldogs made the most of  

See H/LHF, Page 12

Eisenhauer 5-12 7-8 18, Baylee 
Busteed 0-0 0-0 0, Allyson Selting 
4-9 0-0 8, Ellie Ruterbories 0-1 
0-0 0. Team totals: 26-58 10-13 
65. Lady Warriors team totals: 10-
33 8-12 32. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 3-15 (Brenna Martinsen, 
Keyera Eisenhauer, Skyler Meis), 
Lady Warriors 4-13.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 41 (Ashlynne Charf 
10), Lady Warriors 15. Assists — 
Wolfpack 20 (Skyler Meis 6), Lady 
Warriors 7. Steals — Wolfpack 15 
(Allyson Selting 4, Ashlynne Charf 
4), Lady Warriors 4. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 15, Lady Warriors 25.

Points were hard to come by against the Bulldogs, 
Here, Paiton Hoefer gets fouled on the way to the 
basket. E-R photo/DMorgan

Keyera Eisenhauer beat the pressure of two Lady Bulldogs. She 
finished with eight points. E-R photo/DMorgan

Samuel Hemenway scored three pins at Greeley Friday. E-R photos/
GFangman

Sophomore Carter Beckman earned a second place medal in the 
113-pound division.

Kali Dworak wrestled in the 
109-pound division. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Isabella Smidt works to escape Schuyler’s Karen Gomez. E-R pho-
to/DMorgan

Kadance Dworak dominated Pender’s Ellison Ahrens, winning 5 to 0. E-R photo/LMorgan

Kirsten Krebs (13) and Ashlynne Charf (5) had their eyes on another 
rebound. EPPJ outrebounded the Lady Warriors 41 to 15 Saturday. 
E-R photo/DMorgan
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YORK — Nearly 180 girls 
came to York High School, 
home of  the Dukes, to compete 
Friday and Saturday for state 
titles.

Yes, girls wrestling seems to 
have arrived in Nebraska. The 
numbers were up, way up from 
one year ago when just over 
100 girls participated in the 
inaugural tournament.

Elgin Public-Pope John was 
well represented by three 
underclassmen who took 
all they learned in limited 
competition during the regular 

season 
and put 
it on full 
display 
with the 
best of  
the best.

Lynell 
and I 
were 
there 
Friday 
to take 
in all the 
sights 
and 
sounds 
of  the 
first day 
of  the 
tourna-
ment. 
Most 

importantly, we were there 
to cover the Wolfpack. Our 
three wrestlers (Kali Dworak, 
Kadance Dworak and Isabella 
Smidt) held their own against 
their opponents. Kadance 
and Isabella won contested 
matches. Two of  the three 
Wolfpack wrestlers advanced 
to Saturday before being 
eliminated, showing promise 
for next year.

If  you attend wrestling 
tournaments, you know 
matches last six minutes 
(longer with overtime), then 
there’s a lot of  down time until 
the next match. That down 
time gave us plenty of  time to 
take in all that was around us.

First, the athletes. You 
could easily tell the wrestlers 
who spent a lot of  time in the 
weight room. Some we saw 
were “cut” from spending 
hours in the weight room. It 
was a sight to behold. For all 
you non-believers, the girls are 
getting to be just as good as the 
guys. They know the moves, 
they listen to their coaches. 
Strength and quickness is hard 
to beat.

Second, injuries. I think 
strength and conditioning play 
a big part in injuries in any 
sport. Girls wrestling is no 
exception. We saw a number of  
girls injured on the mats and 
then carried off. One match 
was stopped for a longer time 
and, from what we were told, 
the girl appeared to suffer a 
concussion.

That’s the nature of  sports. 
When you compete, injuries 
happen. I can only imagine 
how a parent feels to see their 
athlete sustaining an injury. 
Some injuries are scary for 
athletes AND their parents. 

One of  the best things about 
sports today involves trainers. 
It seems like there is a trainer 
at nearly every game, ready 
to lend a hand. Years ago that 
wasn’t the case. I remember 
many times while working at 
a newspaper in Grant, seeing 
doctors watching the game in 
the stands come down to where 
the injured athlete was. Times 
have changed.

Three, the fans. Gotta love 
them! It was great to hear a 
gym which had more fans than 
empty seats, cheering on the 
wrestlers. Not just at wrestling 
matches, but everywhere you 
go, you see things you never 
thought you would ever have 
see. Friday was no exception. 
Walking in right behind us 
was a person who resembled 
“Simba” from The Lion King. 
I’m guessing she was in her 
50s. What caught my eye was 
her hair. The first thing I asked 
my wife was whether or not it 
was a wig. She said “no.” Her 
hair, wrapped around her face 
made her look like a mature 
male lion. I guess only her 
hairdresser knows for sure. 
One thing I’m sure of, she 
wasn’t the team’s mascot.

On a more serious note, 
there was the father, sister 
and mother in a wheel chair 
who gathered near us to 
watch their daughter wrestle. 
If  there’s one thing that has 
gotten better it is making 
venues accessible to the 
handicapped and people in 
wheel chairs. They watched 
the match and then left mat 
side for another location in 
the gymnasium. Each had a 
camera phone and recorded 

Seeing what’s
around us

See TALES, Page Eight

O’NEILL — Free throws 
by Paiton Hoefer and Nick 
Anderson in the final minute 
helped lead the Wolfpack to 
a 59 to 56 victory over Santee 
in the quarterfinals of  the 
Niobrara Valley Conference 
Basketball Tournament.

The Wolfpack (9-9) carved out 
a 34 to 31 lead in the first half  
and held onto that margin in 
the second half  as each team 
tallied 25 points.

EPPJ had three players score 
in double figures, led by Hoefer 
with 21 points, Colton Wright 
had 15 and reserve Blake Henn 
scored 10 points.

Wright notched a ‘double-
double’ as he lead the team 
with 15 rebounds, Anderson 
had 14.

EPPJ 59, Santee 56
Santee……….10  21  13  12 — 56
Wolfpack…….14  20  16    9 — 59
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 3-8 4-8 
10, Jack Wemhoff 2-10 2-4 7, 
Paiton Hoefer 6-18 6-8 21, Austin 
Good 0-0 0-0 0, Myles Kittelson 
0-0 0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 1-5 1-6 
3, Nick Anderson 1-8 1-8 3, Colton 
Wright 7-13 1-2 15. Team totals: 
20-63 14-30 59. Three-point shots 

Wolfpack boys edge Santee 59 to 56
— Wolfpack 5-20 (Paiton Hoefer 3, 
Jack Wemhoff, Camryn Pelster).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 42 (Colton Wright 15, 

Nick Anderson 14). Assists — 
Wolfpack 11 (Paiton Hoefer 4). 
Steals — Wolfpack 9 (Paiton 
Hoefer 3). Turnovers — 15.

From Page Six
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Results were:
113 pounds — Semifinal 

- Carter Beckman (Elgin/
Elgin Pope John) 26-7 won by 
fall over Cody Booth (Neligh/
Oakdale) 15-13 (Fall 2:48); 
1st Place Match - Eli Paxton 
(Mullen) 33-3 won by decision 
over Beckman (Dec 8-5)

145 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Thomas Warnke (Elgin/Elgin 
Pope John) 13-19 won by fall 
over Talon Crago (South Loup) 
14-19 (Fall 2:57); Quarterfinal 
- Ruger Reimers (Palmer) 40-2 
won by fall over Warnke (Fall 
1:08); Cons. Round 2 - Warnke 
won by fall over Ayden Moore 
(Hi-Line) 11-14 (Fall 1:50); Cons. 
Round 3 - Warnke won by fall 
over Jacob Henery (Neligh/

Oakdale) 7-21 (Fall 2:19); Cons. 
Semi - Kirby Smith (Fullerton) 
31-12 won by fall over Warnke 
(Fall 0:56)

170 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Samuel Hemenway (Elgin/
Elgin Pope John) 16-19 won 
by fall over Sebastian Younes 
(Anselmo-Merna) 7-16 (Fall 
3:21); Quarterfinal - Leonardo 
Guzman (Palmer) 25-24 
won by fall over Hemenway 
(Fall 1:41); Cons. Round 2 - 
Hemenway won by fall over 
Dylan Pooschke (Overton) 
6-28 (Fall 2:36); Cons. Round 
3 - Hemenway won by fall over 
Tayte Thornton (Anselmo-
Merna) 12-19 (Fall 1:08); Cons. 
Semi - Rio Remund (South 
Loup) 21-15 won by fall over 
Hemenway (Fall 1:42)

Thomas Warnke is shown here pinning Neligh-Oakdale’s Jacob 
Henery. E-R photos/GFangman
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice  — Rural One Boutique
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that Ru-

ral Route One Boutique LLC (the 
“Company”) has been organized 

under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska. The designated of-
fice of the Company is 608 E 4th 
ST, Neligh, NE 68756. The reg-
istered agent of the Company is 
Lesley R Johnson, 608 E 4th St, 
Neligh, NE 68756. The general 
nature of the business will be to 

engage in the transaction of any 
or all lawful business, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. The LLC was 
filed with the State of Nebraska 
December 17 2020. Organizer 
Name: Lesley R Johnson.
PUBLISH: January 27, February 
3 & 10, 2021
ZNEZ

the match, all three shooting 
from the same location, not 
sure what the difference in 
videos would be but maybe 
they don’t believe in sharing.

Four, concessions. As many 
can attest, thanks to COVID, 
there have been limited items 
available for purchase at 
concession stands near and far. 

From Page Seven
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Notably absent has been pop 
corn. 

Such wasn’t the case at York, 
they had a full concession 
stand (pizza, hot dogs, candy 
bars and pop corn). 

Of  course, we had to get a 
bag of  pop corn and the taste 
was one we have missed for the 
longest time.

Just one of  the many signs 

that maybe, just maybe, there’s 
‘a light at the end of  the 
tunnel’ and things will return 
to normal.

*****
One last note — The Knights 

of  Columbus held their 
annual Free Throw Contest. 
For boys and girls ages 9 to 
14, it was held at Petersburg. 
I was there to take pictures 
of  the local champions who 
will now advance to the 
regional competition to be 
held sometime in early March, 
according to Gary Hoefer. 

One of  the winners was 
14-year-old Callie Heithoff, 
daughter of  Todd and Melissa 
Heithoff. 

Every time she’s competed at 
the local contest she has won. 
That’s a mark to be proud of. 
If  you can make free throws, 
you’ll win a lot of  ball games. 
Congratulations!
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Sixteen was the number of boys and girls who competed Sunday afternoon in the Knights of Columbus 
Free Throw Contest held in Petersburg. Winning the boys competition and their age were (l-r): Garrett 
Busteed 9, Jayvin Erickson 10, Justice Blecher 11, and Jarek Erickson 13.

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

If  someone were to tell me 
four years ago that I would be 
walking four miles in the cold 
on a country road, I would have 
thought they were crazy. But 
here I am, still recovering from 
the cold and having some sore 
legs after traipsing uphill in 
the snow. Having said that, I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

As many know, the students 
of  Pope John were not able 
to attend this year’s March 
for Life in Washington D.C. 
due to obvious reasons from 
the pandemic to the craziness 
in our nation’s capital. 
Nonetheless, we all wanted to 
be able to show our support of  
the right to life. That is when 
the idea came about of  having 
our own little march from 
Raeville to Petersburg. And 
from that idea, everything else 
fell into place.

On Friday, we started 
with a mass celebration in 
Raeville. Then we moved into 
the Raeville hall to watch 
the virtual March for Life 
Rally. During the virtual rally, 
many speakers spoke about 
what being pro-life meant to 
them and how to continue 
fighting for the right to life. I 
was very inspired by each of  
their stories and listening to 
the politicians speak about 
fighting against abortion made 
me want to take more action. 
It also showed me how many 
steps forward our country has 
taken in the pro-life direction 
and how many people support 
this cause. Even though we 
weren’t all together in D.C. 
at the March, people from all 
around the world still tuned in 
for the rally. 

KC Free Throw Contest Champions

Taking first in the girls competition were (l-r): Gentry Zwingman 10, Braelyn Martinsen 11, Kayton 
Zwingman 12, Kyndal Busteed 13, and Callie Heithoff 14. E-R photos/DMorgan

After the rally, we all suited 
up into our warm clothes. 
People were putting on layer 
after layer of  pants, shirts, 
socks. Some were wearing 
snow pants, coveralls, and 
even ski glasses. In each of  
the past 3 years that I have 
attended D.C. for the March, 
it snowed back in Elgin and I 
was thankful that the weather 
had been nice in D.C. Now, in 
my last year of  high school and 
with us having our own March, 
I guess attending a cold and 
snowy March for Life is kind 
of  like a rite of  passage. 

And so, we left the Raeville 
Hall and began our March. I 
won’t lie, within the first five 
minutes, I was already cold 
and my legs already wanted a 
break. 

Trudging in boots and 
snow can be quite a workout. 
However, the farther we went, 
the snow wasn’t as bad on the 
roads. But it was still cold, and 
I am not a fan of  the cold. I will 
say though, this was probably 
the first time I didn’t complain 
about wearing a mask because 
it actually kept my face warm. 

As we walked along the 
country road, we all prayed 
the Rosary together led by Fr. 
Vogel to offer up our prayers 
for all of  the aborted babies. 
We also each took turns 
holding up pro-life signs 
and yelling out some pro-life 
cheers. 

Although there was no one 
around, we still tried to make 
it seem a little bit like the D.C. 
scene as possible. 

After a long 4 miles in the 
cold, we finally made it to 
Petersburg and St. John the 

Baptist Church to celebrate 
Bene-diction. We then 
proceeded to Werner Hall for 
hot cocoa and snacks. And boy, 
did that hot cocoa hit the spot! 
We then got back onto the bus 
and headed on back to school.

Overall, the day was a 
success. 
Although 
it wasn’t 
the same 
as it would 
have been 
in any 
normal 
year, we 
made the 
best out 
of  the 
situation. 
Rather 
than not 
doing 
anything 
and letting 
the year 
pass, we 
all were 
still able 
to practice 
our freedom of  speech and 
assembly to support the pro-
life movement and have our 
own March for Life. In future 
years, if  I am not able to attend 
the March, I can do other 
things like pray outside of  an 
abortion clinic or do my own 
kind of  March for Life such as 
this year. But I may need some 
training beforehand because 
my legs are still recovering 
from being sore. 

This year showed me that 
there are so many things that I 
can do to help with the pro-life 
movement. All it takes is a bit 
of  heart and courage. 

Showing support for ‘Right to Life’

It Pays To
Advertise!

progression of  liver damage 
in most patients with alcohol 
related liver disease.

Hepatitis C, a viral infection 
which in some people becomes 
chronic and can ultimately 
lead to cirrhosis, has been the 
most common reason for liver 

From Page Three
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transplant in the United States 
in recent years. With major 
developments in treatment 
for this disease over the last 
decade, we now have highly 
effective and well tolerated an-
tiviral treatments to cure hepa-
titis C. This virus can reside 
in the liver and bloodstream 

without causing symptoms for 
decades. Current recommen-
dations advise that we screen 
for hepatitis C in patients who 
have significant risk, including 
all Americans born between 
1945 and 1965 in addition to 
other high risk groups. Talk 
to your doctor if  that includes 
you.

Nonalcoholic fatty liver dis-
ease (NAFLD) is increasingly 
prevalent and now is among 
the most common reasons for 
liver failure. NAFLD is thought 
to be due to metabolic factors 
resulting in fatty deposition in 
the liver. It commonly occurs 
along with other metabolic dis-
eases such as obesity, diabetes, 
and high cholesterol. Treat-
ment of  NAFLD is focused on 
diet and exercise and control-
ling those other metabolic 
diseases.

That one month as a new 
physician on the hepatology 
service was enlightening. I 
learned so much about the im-
portance of  a healthy liver, and 
I continue to use those lessons 
regularly in primary care.

Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is 
part of  The Prairie Doc® team 

of  physicians and currently 
practices internal medicine in 
Brookings, South Dakota. For 

free and easy access to the entire 
Prairie Doc® library, visit www.

prairiedoc.org.
 and follow Prairie Doc® on 
Facebook, featuring On Call 

with the Prairie Doc® a medi-
cal Q&A show streamed most 

Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.

The Wolfpack JV basketball 
teams took to the court just one 
time last week.

On Thursday night they were 
on the road to play Humphrey/
Lindsay Holy Family.

The girls team fell to the 
Bulldogs by the score of  31 
to 19. Baylee Busteed led the 
team with five points, Ellie and 
Emma Lea Ruterbories along 
with Keyera Eisenhauer each 
had four, Brenna Martinsen 
added two.

In the boys game, EPPJ fell 
by the score of  52 to 30. Blake 
Henn led the Wolfpack with 
10 points, Dylon Lueking and 
David Durre each had eight 
points, Camryn Pelster added 
four and Myles Kittelson had 
three.

JV Wrapup
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their free throw opportunities, 
making 10 of  15. Beller had 
seven points in the quarter, 
Schneider had six.

The first half  was a different 
story. The Bulldogs scored the 
first nine points of  the game. 
Allyson Selting got EPPJ on 
the scoreboard with a steal. 
Once EPPJ got on the board, 
they outscored the Bulldogs 24 
to 10. Keyera Eisenhauer had 
eight points in the first half  as 
did Skyler Meis.

The Bulldogs took 15 more 
shots in the game. They 
were 19 of  53 from the field 
while EPPJ was 14 of  38. The 
Bulldogs connected on three 
treys compared to none for the 
Wolfpack.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s 
record to 13-4.

H/LHF 56, EPPJ 40
Bulldogs………13  6  19  18 — 56
Wolfpack………6  18  9     7 — 40
Wolfpack — Ashlynne Charf 4-9 
4-7 12, Skyler Meis 5-8 0-0 10, 
Kaylee Rmold 1-4 0-0 2, Kirsten 

Krebs 0-3 2-4 2, Brenna Martinsen 
0-1 0-0 0, Keyera Eisenhauer 
2-6 4-4 8, Allyson Selting 2-7 2-2 
6. Team totals: 14-38 12-17 40. 
Bulldogs team totals: 19-53 15-22 
56. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
0-9, Bulldogs 3-14.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 30 (Ashlynne Charf 10), 
Bulldogs 31. Assists — Wolfpack 
5 (Keyera Eisenhauer 2), Bulldogs 
7. Steals — Wolfpack 12 (Kirsten 
Krebs 5), Bulldogs 13. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 25, Bulldogs 21.

Shop at home to support our merchants!

By Sherry Tetschner
The annual Wheeler County 

Farm Bureau meeting and 
potluck was held Thursday 
evening, January 28 at the 
old firehall in Bartlett with 14 
adults and 3 children present. 

Guest speaker was Jay 
Ferris who is Director of  
Political Engagement and 
State Policy for Farm Bureau. 
He follows bills that are being 
presented at the Nebraska 
State Legislature and is a 
Farm Bureau lobbyist. 

Jay spoke about introduced 
bills that are priority for 
Farm Bureau this year.  
These bills deal with rural 
Broadband, rural economic 
development, environment 
and climate change, property 
taxes,  animal production, 
growing markets for livestock 

Bartlett News

Wheeler County Farm Bureau members and friends who enjoyed 
the potluck meal at the annual Farm Bureau meeting held Jan. 
28. Photos submitted

nationally and internationally 
and federal regulations.  

A meeting, led by President 
Steven Schrunk, was held after 
the informative talk by Jay.  
Members voted to keep officers 
the same for another year.  
Members also voted to have 
meetings on the 4th Thursday 
of  the month. 

Our thoughts and prayers 

are lifted up for the family of  
Carol Lee Olson of  Erickson 
who died January 26 at the age 
of  83. 

I’ve been reading a few short 
stories in the “Chicken for 
the Soul” series.  This book’s 
title is “Laughter is the Best 
Medicine.”  

If  you need a good laugh, this 
may be the book for you.  

Jay Ferris, guest speaker of the 
Wheeler County annual Farm 
Bureau meeting held last week.  

To learn more and schedule an appointment:
Alison Kuester, O.D.

402.395.2082  |  PalmerEyeCarePC.com
313 W. Church St., Albion, NE 68620

YOUR VISION 
IS OUR TRADITION 

– SINCE 1949. 


