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The high temperature last 
week was 56 degrees recorded 
on January 29. 

The low was -4 degrees on 
January 25. No precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Jan 24 37 01   
Jan 25 21 -4  
Jan 26 39 21  
Jan 27 41 12    
Jan 28 40 14    
Jan 29 56 16  
Jan 30 48 21    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for January........... .. 0.02
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.02

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Meeting — Wheel-
er Central Board of  Education

Notice — Estate of  Nadine 
Hughes

Delinquent Taxes — Ante-
lope County

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County
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Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.
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Stealth Broadband
on agenda for
Elgin City Council

There was just one new 
election filing last week at the 
Antelope County Courthouse.

County Clerk Lisa Payne has 
filed for re-election. Among the 
other county officials who have 
filed for re-election are:

County Sheriff  — *Robert 
Moore, Republican

County Assessor — *Kelly 
Mueller-Oltjenbruns, Republi-
can

Clerk of  the District Court 
— *Angela Mortensen, Repub-
lican

County Treasurer — *Deb 
Branstiter, Republican

Weed Authority — Robert 
Lewis and Rachel Shrader

The primary election dead-
line for incumbents to file for 
re-election is Tuesday, Feb. 15. 
For non-incumbents, the dead-
line to file is Tuesday, March 1.

There are a number of  elec-
tive offices of  local interest.

Local seats up for election 
this year are:

District #18 Board of  Educa-
tion - Five of  the six seats on 
the school board will be on the 
ballot this year. Incumbents are 
Lisa Welding, Todd Heithoff, 
Ron Bode, Luke Hinkle and 
Eric Beckman. 

City of  Elgin — Positions 
up for election this year are 
mayor and council representa-
tives from Wards One and Two. 
Incumbents are Mayor Mike 
Schmitt, and council members 
Duane Miller (Ward One) and 
Mike Dvorak (Ward Two). 
Dvorak filed for re-election.

Antelope County — Commis-
sioner District #5 seat current-
ly held by Carolyn Pedersen.

State Legislative District 
#40 — Tim Gragert will not 
seek re-election. Barry DeKay 
of  Niobrara and Keith Kube 
of  Crofton have filed for the 
legislative seat.

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

After spending 41 years in 
a career that she has loved, 
Rita Heithoff  has announced 
her plans to retire. Admitting 
it was not an easy decision 
to make, Rita recently sat 
down to reflect on her jour-
ney throughout her years in 
education.     

She began, “I think on some 
level I always wanted to be 
a teacher. I loved watching 
Romper Room as a child and 
doing the craft projects with 
Captain Kangaroo. I had awe-
some elementary and high 
school teachers who influ-
enced my decision a lot. They 
had high expectations for us 
to learn the material, but they 
made it fun as well. I guess I 
have always looked forward 
to going to school. I have 
continually been in school in 
some way, either as a student 
or teacher, since first grade in 
1964.”   

Continuing, she explained, 
“I went to grade school in 
Raeville and graduated high 
school from Elgin Public in 
1976. I received both my Bach-
elor’s and Master’s degrees 
from Wayne State College.”   

In 1981, after graduating 
from college, Rita began her 
teaching career by traveling 
part-time between Pope John, 
St. Boniface, St. Michaels, and 
Petersburg Public schools. 
She then took on her first 
full-time position as an art 
teacher in Ewing but finally 
found her way home to Elgin 
Public.    

She added, “This is my 
23rd year at Elgin Public. 
My favorite part of  the job 
is working with the kids. 
They are a lot of  fun, and it 
is great to watch them learn 
new things. I love seeing the 
excitement on their faces 
when they finally get a new 
concept, especially if  they’ve 
been struggling with it and it 
finally clicks for them.”     

Throughout her many 
years in education, Rita has 
experienced many changes. 
She explained, “I feel the 
toughest part of  my job is 
all the “fads” or the “next 
big thing in education” that 
either the state or national 
government come up with 
that usually do not work. 
Nonetheless, we still have to 
spend endless hours learn-
ing these new fads instead of  

spending that time teaching.”   
With that being said, she 

had a little advice to share 
with future and young educa-
tors, “Hang in there. Although 
the job may be challenging at 
times, it is a very rewarding ca-
reer in the long run. As a K-12 
teacher, I was able to watch my 
students grow up to be young 
adults. That is something you 
will not get in other careers. It 
is so great to run into former 
students who tell you how 
much they have enjoyed your 
class.”   

Speaking of  former students, 
Rita shared, “I hope my for-
mer students think of  and use 
the things they learned in my 
classes. I hope they fondly re-
member my classes and all the 
fun we had creating beautiful 
art, going to art shows, creat-
ing yearbooks, and decorating 
for prom. But most important-
ly, I hope I have made a differ-
ence in their lives.”   

It was for these very reasons 
that the decision to retire was a 
difficult one. She shared, “The 
hardest part was just making 

the decision to retire. I decided 
to retire now while my hus-
band and I are healthy enough 
to do the things we always 
wanted to do. The next hardest 
part is trying to decide what to 
do with 41 years of  “teacher” 
stuff  I have collected. After 
that, it is just changing my way 
of  thinking. As an art teacher, 
I was always looking for new 
projects for the next year; it 
just clicked that I won’t have to 
do that anymore. It feels a little 
weird.”   

Looking towards the future, 
Rita turned to her retired 
friends for a little advice. 
“According to my friends who 
have retired, I will probably 
spend the first several months 
cleaning and organizing my 
house. I am most excited to 
do what I want, when I want, 
and IF I want. As a teacher, 
everything is about a schedule, 
classes, games, activities, and 
go, go, go. Even summers are 
a rush catching up on per-
sonal projects, taking classes, 
and preparing for the next 
school year. I’m really look-

ing forward to an “endless” 
summer. In my retirement, 
I hope to do some traveling, 
maybe refinish some furni-
ture, enjoy some gardening, 
and spend more time with 
my grandchildren.”   

Longtime art teacher to retire
This year will complete 23 years teaching students at EPS

Antelope Memorial Hospital 
has hired Julie Lingenfelter, 
MSE, LIMHP, LMHP, LPC, as 
the new mental health thera-
pist for AMH’s Senior Life 
Solutions program.  

Senior Life Solutions, an 
intensive outpatient group 
therapy program, is designed 
to meet the unique needs of  
senior adults struggling with 
age-related depression, anxi-
ety, difficult life transitions, a 
recent health 
diagnosis or 
the loss of  a 
loved one.  As 
the therapist, 
Lingenfelter is 
responsible for 
providing thera-
peutic services 
for patients 
utilizing group, 
individual and 
family therapy 
sessions. She 
focuses on qual-
ity patient care and provision 
of  services ordered by a physi-
cian. 

After earning a Master of  
Science degree in Education 
from Wayne State College in 
2007, Lingenfelter obtained 
her Mental Health Therapist 
License. For the past 12 years, 
she has worked as a full-time 
outpatient mental health thera-
pist with the Counseling and 
Enrichment Center in O’Neill 
and Norfolk. In November 
2021, she began her position at 
AMH’s Senior Life Solutions.  

“I feel very privileged, 
blessed and excited to be able 
to work at such a fantastic hos-
pital - with such an interesting, 
thought-provoking and diverse 
population,” said Lingenfelter,

Family members, physicians, 
self-referrals or other health 
professionals may refer indi-
viduals to the program.  

AMH welcomes
new therapist

Julie
Lingenfelter

Klint Arnold of  Stealth 
Broadband will address the 
Elgin City Council when they 
meet in regular session on 
Monday night, Feb. 7, at 7:30 
p.m.. Just weeks after the 
announcement that the fiber-
optic company will be provid-
ing service to Elgin when a 
multi-million dollar fiber-op-
tic line is completed by July 
2023, Arnold will explain the 
project in more detail.

After his presentation, the 
council will consider action 
on Ordinance #665 granting 
a non-exclusive franchise 
to Stealth Broadband LLC 
which is based in Pierce.

Among the other items on 
the agenda are:

• A request for economic 
development funds by Shay 
Dirks and Kara Funk

• Consideration of  compa-
nies for the purchase of  radio 
read meters

• Armor coating for 2022
• The addition of  Kevin 

Finkral to the Elgin Volun-
teer Fire Department

• Consideration of  freeze-
less sanitary heated yard hy-
drants for the campgrounds 
at Elgin City Park

• Contract for Complete 
Pest Elimination, Inc.

Lisa Payne files 
for re-election

A community prayer ser-
vice for Marin Schindler will 
be held later this month.

Dennis Wiehn said the 
service will be for Marin’s 
healing from a rare histio-
cytic disorder. All faiths are 
welcome to attend.

It will be held Sunday, 
February 13, beginning at 1 
p.m. at St. Boniface Catholic 
Church in Elgin.

Come join together and let 
us pray for her recovery.

All-faith prayer
service for Marin
Schindler set

An art teacher’s instruction is never over. Rita Heithoff is shown working with students at Elgin Public 
Schools. E-R photos/JReestman

After spending 41 years in 
education, Rita Heithoff will be 
retiring at the end of the school 
year.

The stage was so bright Brent 
Kallhoff had to wear shades. As 
a member of the Evening With 
Friends Committee, shown here 
dressed in a gold lamé shirt re-
flecting a style worn in the 1970s, 
he had the task of creating a sign 
with lights signifying how much 
money was raised at the event. 
By the end of the night, Kallhoff 
ran out of lights as more than 
$70,000 was raised, through live 
and silent auctions and games to 
support Pope John/St. Boniface 
schools here in Elgin. E-R photo/
LMorgan

‘Cool Brent’
lights up the

donation
board at EWF
Sunday night

Red Cross Bloodmobile
will be here on Wednesday, Feb. 23



2  Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
 The Elgin Review

It Pays to Advertise!

More Front Page News

The Niobrara Valley Con-
ference has announcd the 
Principal’s All Academic Team 
for the 2021/2022 school year.

To be selected for the all-
academic team, Juniors 
and Seniors who have an 
accumulative GPA of  3.5 or 
higher through high school.

Chosen from Elgin High 
School were (*denotes two-
time selection):

NVC Principal’s All Academic Team
includes EPS, PJCC & CW students

Seniors — Colton Wright*
Juniors — Jamie Dozler, 

Austin Good, William 
Heilhecker, Ethan Hinkle, 
Corbin Kinney, Madelyn Kolm, 
Kristopher Moreno, Isabella 
Smidt and Jack Wemhoff.

Earning honors from Pope 
John were:

Seniors — Lexi Bode*, 
Abby Hemenway*, Trista 
Hemenway*, Emma Mlnarik* 

and Kaylee Ramold*
Juniors — Carter Beckman, 

Linus Borer, Taylynne Charf, 
Paiton Hoefer, Cale Kinney, 
Skyler Meis and Emma Lea 
Ruterbories

Recognized from Wheeler 
Central were:

Seniors — Hailey Genereux*, 
Tim Keber*, MaKenna 
Pelster*, Cheyenne Pokorny* 
and Wylie Seamann

Juniors — Nick Keber and 
Brady Renner

Wayne State College included 
area students on the dean’s 
list for academic achievement 
during the Fall 2021 semester. 
Students listed on the dean’s 
list are full-time undergradu-
ate students who have achieved 
a GPA of  3.5 or above on a 4.0 
scale for the semester. An aster-
isk (*) denotes a 4.0 GPA for the 
term. Local students were:

Elgin — Brooklynn Chipps 
and Grace Henn

Clearwater — Elly Herley, 
Travis Rudloff*, Taylor Sanne*, 
Skye Schroeder* and Kylie 
Thiele*

Neligh — Jayden Arehart, 
Garret Belitz, Connor Dahl*, 
Gage Dawson, Skylar Long and 
Adan Schindler

Petersburg — Cole Preister*, 
Abby Reicks* and Madison 
Schrage

College News
WSC Dean’s 
List announced



Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
The Elgin Review

3 

It Pays To Advertise!

Community News

Sixty Years Ago
January 25, 1962

Honor roll ratings at St. Boniface 
High School after the second quarter 
of  school are as follows: Donald, 
Cheryl Rumery, James Selting, Jerry 
Schmitt, Larry Getzfred, Mary Kay 
Hoefer, and Ann Vanderheiden. 

Those placed on the Honor Roll 
at Elgin High are John Mason, 
Darlene Nielsen, Gloria Weltz, Gloria 
Robertson, Margret Shoemaker, 
Mildred Iburg, and Linda Norton. 

Phillip Stoltz attended the Hereford 
business meeting and banquet in 
Norfolk. There he was elected as one 
of  the directors of  the organization. 
He, Mrs. Stoltz, and Tommie attended 
the show and sale. They received 

Looking Back
three trophies on their cattle. One 
trophy on reserve champion heifer, 
one on the best pair of  calves and one 
on “Get-a-Sire” animal. 

Fifty Years Ago
February 3, 1972 

A tiled floor has enhanced the 
appearance of  Ray Superette. Work 
was completed during several hours 
last week. 

Bill Kuester was one of  24 football 
players from the four Nebraska State 
Colleges to be chosen by coaches 
as members of  the 1971 Nebraska 
College Conference Football team. 
The coaches chose 12 men for each of  
the two teams-offense and defense. 

The Crusaders of  Pope John 

traveled to Lindsay Holy Family to 
play the Bulldogs. This proved to be a 
worthwhile trip as the Crusaders won 
69-61, pouring in 20 points compared 
to the Bulldogs 12 in the final quarter 
of  play. 

Thirty Years Ago
January 29, 1992

The Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department answered a call to the 
Dave Hoefer farm southeast of  Elgin 
on January 25, at 7:15 a.m.

The fire, which was extinguished in 
a short time, apparently started from 
a heat lamp in the barn. The lamp 
ignited straw and scorched some wood 
inside the barn, according to Fire 
Chief  Ray Gregor.  

No animals were injured, and there 
was only minor damage to the barn, 
Gregor said. 

Patrick Schmitt of  Sierra Vista, 
Az, was recently promoted to 
Correctional Service Lieutenant at 
the Arizona State Prison Complex, 
Douglas, AZ. Schmitt will now be 
the shift commander of  a 630 -bed 
minimum custody prison for adult 
males. 

Twenty Years Ago
January 30, 2002

Don Grosserode, 49, of  rural 
Oakdale, who was injured in a farm 
accident Jan. 16, was transferred to 
Faith Regional Health Center East 
Campus in Norfolk, where he will 

undergo therapy on his injured leg.  
Grosserode sustained serious injuries 
in a hay mover accident at his farm,  
located approximately one mile south 
of  Oakdale. 

Jeanne M. Stokes, a certified 
municipal clerk and Village 
Clerk/Treasurer of  the Village of  
Petersburg, has been accepted as 
a member in the Master Academy 
Program of  the International 
Institute of  Municipal Clerks. 

The academy is the professional 
body of  municipal clerks who have 
continued their level of  educational 
achievement beyond the attainment 
of  the Certiifed Municipal Clerk 
Award.

By Jessie Reestman

Community center meals next week are: 
Monday, February 7: Sausage & sauerkraut, scalloped 

potato, peas, apricots, milk.
Tuesday, February 8: Chili, cinnamon roll, carrots/celery, 

cheese & crackers, Jell-o w/pears, milk.
Wednesday, February 9: Chicken & rice casserole, brccoli, 

peaches, milk.
Thursday, February 10: Liver & onions or ham, baked 

potato, mixed veggies, strawberry & bananas mix, milk.
Friday, February 11: Philly cheese steak sloppy joes, potato 

wedges, fruit cocktail, oatmeal cookie, milk.

(Menus are provided by the Community Center and are subject 
to change)

Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 
and older. Under 60 is $8.50. Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15. p.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for a reservation. For a 
great meal, come to the community center! 

Elgin Community Center Menus

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler Central hosted 

CWC vs.St. Edward basketball 
games, Thursday evening.  
The final score for the Girl’s 
Varsity game was; CWC 57, 
St. Edward 14. The final Boy’s 
Varsity score was St. Edward 

Wheeler Central “Teammates,” mentors and mentees  were  recognized  Thursday evening  after the Varsity Girls game vs. St. Edward. 
Photos submitted

Bartlett News

42, CWC 32. 
A “Cheer Team,” perfor-

mance was presented during 
the half  time of  the Girl’s 
Varsity game.  

Young ladies, Kindergarten 
-6th grade from the Wheeler 
Central School District and 

Chambers School District,  
performed a special dance and 
led cheers  under the direc-
tion of  Lindsay Metschke and 
Chambers cheerleaders. 

Wheeler Central Teammates 
mentors and mentees were 
recognized for their dedication 

to Teammates. This recogni-
tion took place after the girls 
varsity game. A total of  56 
mentors and mentees were in 
attendance. Two Wheeler Cen-
tral Senior mentees and their 
mentors were given special 
recognition.  

January is Teammates rec-
ognition month.  

This is Wheeler Central’s 
3rd year of  participating 
in this special program, 59 
percent of  Wheeler Central 
3rd-12th grade students have a 
mentor.  

If  anyone is interested in 
being a Teammates mentor 
please contact Wheeler Cen-
tral Schools.  

The number is 308-654-3273.

Cheer Team performance at Wheeler Central, Thursday evening at Girls Varsity basketball half time. They 
gave a crowd pleasing performance.

The Elgin Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest was held Sunday afternoon at St. Boniface gym-
nasium. Winners in the girls division (below) were (l-r): Tenley Schindler (age 9), Sophia Burke 10 and 
Kinley Drueke 11. (Above) Tops in the boys division were (l-r): Carter Selting 9, Garrett Busteed 10, 
Jayvin Erickson 11, Michael Selting 12 and Jarek Erickson 14. E-R photos/DMorgan

KC Free Throw Champions
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow
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WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

Discussion has started on several bills that will 
have an impact on state revenue in what some 
warn are uncertain times.

Omaha Sen. Brett Lindstrom’s priority measure 
(LB825) would fully exempt Social Security income 

from the state income tax 
and be phased in over the 
next four years ultimately 
costing the state $73 million 
a year by 2025. A 40 percent 
exemption this year would 
grow by 20 percent incre-
ments until full exemption. 
Lawmakers have agreed to 
hold the bill at the second 
stage of  debate awaiting 
more information about 
economic and fiscal factors 
in play.

Lindstrom, one of  a 
handful of  candidates for 
the Nebraska Republican 
gubernatorial nomination, 
is Chairman of  the Legisla-
ture’s Banking Committee 
and a member of  the Rev-
enue Committee. I have no 
doubt that he has “run the 

numbers” to determine what will work. As with 
many of  my friends, I would benefit directly from 
this tax break.

But I also want to respect what the folks at the 
Open Sky Policy Institute say about it. Spokes-
woman Tiffany Friesen Milone recently told the 
Revenue Committee the Lindstrom bill and one 
from Sen. Tom Briese of  Albion (LB723) to protect 
the level of  the property tax credit fund would 
obligate the state to revenue reductions without 
knowing if  state government can afford it, es-
pecially since the state’s revenue flow is “now 
propped up by federal funding” aimed at so-called 
pandemic relief. 

She explained that an increasing ratio of  older 
Nebraskans might shift more of  the tax load to 
future working Nebraskans with subsequent 
pressure on the state budget. That’s backed up by 
University of  Nebraska-Omaha Center for Public 
Affairs Research, which projects the number of  
Nebraskans aged 65 and older will increase by 
more than 90% by 2050. At the same time, the num-
ber of  Nebraskans aged 18 to 64 will only grow by 
12%, leaving fewer workers supporting significant-
ly more retirees. 

A 2013 Tax Modernization Committee report 
found many states that exempted Social Security 
income have been pulling back on these exemp-
tions due to demographic changes. It also found 
that the growing population of  retired taxpayers 
and their exempt retirement income would put 
increasing pressure on state budgets to maintain 
such exemptions into the future. 

Bottom line, future Nebraska lawmakers could 
be left with the unenviable choice of  cutting ser-
vices retirees rely on, such as health care, public 
safety and good roads, or raising taxes, including 

tackle tax reform, but if  the people who have been 
paying it lip service for years would buckle down 
and plan a massive interim study resulting in a 
viable package of  bills to address the balance, it 
could happen someday.

Linehan and Governor Pete Ricketts recently 
held a news conference to say they plan to return 
$400 million in surplus state revenue to taxpayers 
rather than use it to increase state spending.

“We will give the money back to the people. 
It’s not our money; it’s the people of  Nebraska’s 
money, Ricketts said.” Linehan said the Legisla-
ture should focus on efforts to “control spending so 
we can cut taxes.”

Once again, there’s speculation that the Revenue 
Committee appears poised to consider a reduction 
in corporate and personal income taxes, perhaps 
with an eye toward proposing major tax reform 
that would shift more of  the tax burden to the sales 
tax by eliminating exemptions for a wide range of  
services.  

I’m waiting.
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

rolling back the bill’s exemption, should state 
revenues lag.

The Briese bill would prevent the funding level 
for the property tax credit fund from dropping 
below its current level of  $548 million per year 
by setting the amount available to the maximum 
allowable for the prior year increased by the al-
lowable growth percentage. That would amount to 
an estimated $200 million in additional property 
tax relief  in 2024 by eliminating the $375 million 
annual floor in the refundable income tax credit 
created in 2020.

Nebraska Farm Bureau President Mark McHar-
gue says the Legislature has provided substantial 
property tax relief  already, but more work still 
needs to be done to create balance among property, 
sales and income taxes.

Aye, there’s the rub. Once again, we entered a 
legislative session with an expectation – based in 
part on comments during the interim by Revenue 
Committee Chairwoman Sen. Lou Ann Linehan 
of  Elkhorn -- that major tax reform was coming. 
That’s what McHargue and many others say we 
need.  

But all I’m seeing here is Band Aids. Granted, 
a short session in an election year is no time to 

Caution please on cutting taxes in a propped up economy

See RICKETTS, Page 10

This past week, the Legislature 
gave first-round approval to two bills 
offering tax relief  for Nebraskans. 
Further debate on the two proposals 
will wait until we are further along in 
the session and have a better idea of  
projected revenues and expenses. 

LB 825 accelerates the phase-out of  
the taxation of  social security ben-
efits. Under the proposal, all social 
security benefits will no longer be 
subject to the income tax beginning 
in 2025. 

LB 723 guarantees a higher level 
of  property tax relief  for taxpayers. 
When senators passed the Property 
Tax Incentive Act two years ago, it 
called for a significant hike in fund-
ing for the income tax credit, from 
$125 million the first year to $375 mil-
lion the fourth year. The formula used 
to calculate the annual increase in 
funding considered whether the cash 
reserve was ad-
equately funded 
and included 
excess revenue 
growth above 
3.5%. Due to the 
postponement 
of  income tax 
filings because 
of  the pandemic 
and the influx 
of  federal pan-
demic relief  dol-
lars, it pushed 
the formula to 
an unpredicted 
$548 million this 
year, which rep-
resents about 
25% of  property 
taxes paid to 
school districts 
(the largest 
recipient of  property taxes). LB 723 
will guarantee that the $548 million in 
funding is not reduced to $375 million, 
as specified as the funding level for 
the fourth year in the original legisla-
tion. This amount will be allowed to 
grow annually by the increase in the 
total assessed value of  real property 
from year to year. An amendment was 
added to ensure the funding is sus-
tainable in future years. 

LR 14 authorizes the Legislature to 
apply to Congress, under the provi-
sions of  Article V of  the U.S. Consti-
tution, to call a convention of  states 

Tax relief bills get 
first round approval

Even if  you’re not a cat fan, here’s a local, ‘purr-fect’ 
true story for your reading pleasure. 

A few weeks ago, a white, fluffy ball of  fur showed up 
at the front door of  some cat-loving friends of  ours who 
live east of  Elgin. Not wanting another critter to feed 
and more poop to scoop, they found the cat a new home 
over the hills and through fields about 10 miles away as 
the crow flies. 

A vet visit – healthy report. Warm and snuggly curled 
up on the sofa on wintery days. 
Plenty of  food and cuddles. Loved. 
What more would a cat desire? And 
then, just like a cat on a hot tin 
roof, he bolted. Gone for days. 

Sadly, all involved figured he 
had used up all of  those nine lives. 
Then a text message from the origi-
nal caretakers -- “Jane, guess who 
showed up back here today?!!!! Yes, 
the cat came back. This was not 
even his home, and we were not 
that welcoming to him.  . . .  Any-
way, they came and got him and 
will give him one more chance.” 

Wouldn’t it be the cat’s meow 
to have equipped this feline won-
der with a tracking device and 
video camera to see just how he 
traversed that long distance on all 
fours in freezing cold weather, and 
where he came from in the first 
place? 

An old English proverb reads – “A cat has nine lives, 
three to play, three to stray, and three to stay.” The origin 
of  the nine lives thing, a myth about the near immortal-
ity of  cats recognized worldwide, is not known. However, 
it’s a fact that cats are agile, quick-witted, and can with-
stand lengthy falls sticking the landing on all fours. 

It’s also a fact that cats are predators and can get into 
a lethal skiff  with many Nebraska critters. Here’s the 
short list – birds of  prey, such as hawks, eagles, and 
owls; coyotes, groundhogs, raccoons, rats, skunks, and 
snakes. 

It’s true – curiosity can kill a cat allowed to roam out-
side. The same is said for humans – get too curious and 
you may find out something you would rather not know. 
Sure, one can strip a cat of  their defenses by declawing 
them and trapping them in the house. A choice, though 
cats are programmed to hunt. 

That keen hunting ability gets outdoor cats praise for 
irradicating pesky mice and a bad rap with bird lovers. 
Rightly so on the latter. 

It’s estimated that the annual bird kill by cats in the 
United States is in the billions and their presence near 
nesting areas reduces chick health. 

Another mystery about cat behavior revolves around 
that incessant purr, usually a sign of  contentment, 
though sometimes used as a calming mechanism when 
in danger. Bobcats, lynx, and puma also purr, but not 
lions, leopards, jaguars, and tigers. The U.S. Library of  
Congress includes the cat’s purr in its list of  everyday 
mysteries. 

Unlike the meow, which occurs at the expiration of  
breath, the purr is continuous through the entire respi-
ratory cycle, both inhaling and exhaling. Go ahead. You 
try to make a soft, lovely sound while inhaling. Tough. 
Scientists seem to agree that the purr has something to 
do with the voice box, laryngeal muscle, and a message 
from the brain. 

Another interesting behavior of  domesticated cats is 
the kneading, taking the front paws and rhythmically 
pushing on your lap before settling down for a cat nap. 
This instinctive behavior was first used by kitty as a 
baby when suckling and cuddling with mamma. When 
kitty grows up as your pet, the cat massage has two pur-
poses when on your lap – to show the feeling of  comfort 
around you, and to mark you using the scent glands on 
their paws. 

‘Cat got your tongue?’ Well, not for me. Stay tuned for 
more cat talk in my next column.

Until then, quit your pussyfooting around. If  you’ve 
always wanted a pet cat, I know a nice barn down the 
road teaming with the cuddly creatures. 

The owner just might be thrilled to share one or two, 
or a whole litter. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.com. 

Say What? Cat Talk One We’re on the cusp of  a historic moment in America.  After 49 years, the Su-
preme Court is set to revisit the infamous Roe v. Wade decision that legalized 
abortion in 1973.  This year, they have an opportunity to undo one of  the worst 
decisions ever made by our nation’s highest court.

The National Right to Life Committee estimates that over 63 million abor-
tions have taken place in America since Roe v. Wade.  That’s more than 50 
times the number of  Americans who have died in all U.S. 
wars combined.  The sheer number of  unborn babies 
who’ve lost their lives through abortion is stagger-
ing.  As a nation, we must put an end to the lie that one 
person’s so-called right to privacy trumps the right of  
another to live.

Nebraska is a pro-life state.  State law declares “the will 
of  the people of  the State of  Nebraska and the members 
of  the Legislature to provide protection for the life of  the 
unborn child whenever possible.”  We are always looking 
for ways to cultivate greater respect for the dignity of  un-
born human life.  Nebraskans consistently speak out and 
stand up in defense of  the unborn.  Each January, thou-
sands of  pro-life supporters gather on the steps of  the 
Nebraska State Capitol—regardless of  the weather—for 
the annual Walk for Life.  Churches hold vigils to pray 
for the protection of  unborn children.  Every October, 
Nebraskans peacefully demonstrate their support for hu-
man dignity by forming a “Life Chain” on sidewalks of  
main streets.  Nebraskans show their pro-life convictions 
on license plates and roadside signs.  They volunteer 
time at crisis pregnancy centers to serve expectant moth-
ers.  They generously give to help new parents prepare to 
welcome a child into their home. 

Nebraskans do all this, and more, because we recognize that the right to life 
is one of  the most basic truths.  There’s a reason it’s the first right affirmed in 
the Declaration of  Independence.  Over the years, we’ve enacted pro-life poli-
cies in Nebraska to protect the sacredness of  life from the moment it begins. 

In 2002 and 2004, Lt. Governor Mike Foley, a state senator at the time, helped 
enact laws making fetal homicide and fetal assault crimes. 

In 2010, then-Speaker Mike Flood of  Norfolk successfully championed a bill 
to make Nebraska the first state in the nation to ban abortion after 20 weeks of  
gestation. 

In 2011, Senator Lydia Brasch of  Bancroft led efforts to require parental con-
sent before a minor receives an abortion.

During my time in office, we’ve continued to affirm the dignity of  life.
In 2017, Senator Joni Albrecht championed the Compassionate Care for 

Medically Challenging Pregnancies Act.  It ensures that doctors equip women 
with information on perinatal hospice care after an unborn child is diagnosed 

Reaffirming the right to life
See GRAGERT, Page Five
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Obituaries
Gail A. Koch, 87

Native to the Raeville/Petersburg area, his favorite job of many was as a school janitor.

Darrell R. Jochum, 78
A 1961 graduate of St. Boniface High School, he became a high school teacher/coach.

limited to proposing amend-
ments to the Constitution that 
impose fiscal restraints on the 
federal government, limit the 
power and jurisdiction of  the 
federal government, and to pre-
scribe term limits for members 
of  Congress. LR 14 was passed 
by the Legislature on Friday, 
January 28th with a 32-11 vote, 
after successfully overcoming 
a filibuster. LR 14 won’t take ef-
fect until the Legislatures in 33 
other states make application 
on the same subject. 

A revamped funding formula 
for school districts was pro-
posed in LB 890 and LB 891. 
The proposed plan would in-
crease state support for almost 
every school, which would in 
turn provide property tax re-
lief. A public hearing was held 
on LB 890 this past week before 
the Education Committee and 
on LB 891 before the Revenue 
Committee. The Education 
Committee selected LB 890 as 
one of  their two committee 
priority bills. The proposal 
would implement a district 
specific maximum levy calcu-
lated for each school district, 
not to exceed $0.95. The new 
formula is projected to result 
in $715 million in property tax 
relief. It would repurpose the 
Property Tax Incentive Act 
and dedicate one-half  of  one 
cent of  the sales tax to the state 
aid formula, which would be 
matched by the state. A new 
component of  the formula 
is the Education Stabiliza-
tion Base Aid, guaranteeing a 
certain amount of  state fund-
ing (approximately $1,100) for 
every student. The allocated 
income tax returned to school 
districts would increase from 
2.23% to 20%, which was the 
original intent when the cur-
rent state aid formula was 
enacted. More school districts 
would qualify for equalization 
aid under LB 890 and LB 891. 
Currently only 87 of  the state’s 

From Page Four
Gragert

Gail Anthony Koch, 87, of  
Spokane, Washington, passed 

away on Janu-
ary 2, 2022.

Gail was born 
in Raeville, 
NE in 1934 and 
grew up in 
Petersburg.  He 
served in the 
Army in post-
war Japan from 
1955-1957.  In 

1959 he married Marilyn Rotert 
of  Elgin and together raised a 
family of  4 children in Norfolk.

Gail was a civil engineer, cus-

tom home builder/carpenter, 
business manager, real estate 
maintenance supervisor, day-
care center and dance studio 
co-owner, Reliv International 
Bronze Ambassador, Parish 
Council President Couple, 
Marriage Encounter leader 
couple of  NE Nebraska, avid 
fisherman in Idaho/Alaska/
Canada, and self-taught cook. 
However, he always said his 
favorite job was when he was a 
janitor at a local North Idaho 
elementary school, where the 
naughty kids would get sent 
to work with Gail, as janitor, 

after school as the traditional 
punishment.  Before long, the 
principal complained that now 
the kids were misbehaving in 
order to spend more time with 
Gail!

Gail is survived by his wife 
Marilyn, son Tony (Tona), and 
daughters Lori (Nathan), Mary 
Jo, and Sara; foster daughter 
Deedee; stepson Rick (Tara)-
-Marilyn’s firstborn son; “ad-
opted” daughter Ruth (Giovan-
ni); grandchildren Gus (Eve), 
Matt (Misa), Terese (Alex), 
Andy, Casey, Juan Carlos and 
Andrea; sister Virginia Foss of  

Petersburg, and many nieces 
and nephews; and Ovie the cat.

He was preceded in death by 
parents Anton and Susan Koch 
of  Petersburg and brother 
Corky of  Scottsbluff.

Gail was a beloved Husband, 
cherished Dad, kind “Papa” to 
his grandkids, and laughing 
Uncle and Friend to anyone 
who would bring him a pie.

Memorials may be made to: 
The Columban Fathers Mis-
sions at www.columban.org.  
Cards may be mailed to Koch, 
PO Box 10891, Spokane, WA 
99209.

Darrell Robert Jochum, 78, 
of  St. Joseph, MO, passed away 
unexpectedly on Wednesday, 
January 19, 2022. 

Darrell, son of  Leo and Rose 
(Rotert) Jochum, was born on 
September 21, 1943, in Norfolk, 

NE, and grew 
up in Elgin, NE. 
He attended 
St. Boniface 
School gradu-
ating in 1961. 
Darrell farmed 
the home place 
with the help of  
his older broth-
ers until 1963, 
after which he 

entered Wayne State College in 
Wayne NE, graduating in 1967 
with a BA degree in Educa-
tion. Following graduation, 
he taught at Bancroft NE as 
an industrial arts and driver 
education instructor. He loved 
working with his students and 
coaching them in basketball, 
baseball, football, and track. 

While teaching, he met Lynn 
Richarz, and they married on 
August 16, 1969, at St. Mi-
chael’s in South Sioux City, 
NE. He then taught at Valley 
NE until 1972.

Darrell and Lynn moved to 
Columbia, MO, where he at-
tended the University of  Mis-
souri, completing his master’s 
degree in Distributive Educa-
tion in 1973. Following gradu-
ation, he began working for 
Praxair. In 1975, he was trans-
ferred to St. Joseph, MO, and 
remained with Praxair until 
his retirement in 2006. During 
this time, he became a father 
to Leslie and Michael, where 
he enjoyed being involved 
in all of  their activities and 
pursuits.

Darrell was an adoring 
husband and a devoted father. 
He treasured listening to the 
many stories shared by family 
and friends. He was generous 
with his time and made you 
feel heard after your conversa-

tions. He also enjoyed read-
ing and traveling, where he 
indulged in his love of  history 
and museums. Darrell always 
looked forward to reconnecting 
with everyone back in Nebras-
ka. Although he may have left 
Elgin many years ago, Elgin 
never left him.

He is survived by his wife 
Lynn, of  52 years, his daughter 
Leslie of  Reno, NV, and son 
Michael of  Kansas City, MO. 

Darrell was preceded in 

death by his parents, Leo and 
Rose, his parents-in-law Robert 
and Alice Richarz; his brothers 
Delmar, Leo, Lavern (Toby), 
and Jim; sisters-in-law Donna 
Stuhr, LuVerna Jochum, Mar-
garet Richarz; nieces Janet Jo-
chum Abler and Linda Jochum 
Dinslage.

Funeral mass at St. Boniface 
on Friday, February 4, 2022, at 
11 am, followed by lunch at the 
KC Hall.

Martin Thorberg, 72 of  
Elgin, passed away Tuesday, 
February 1, 2022 at the Mid-
Nebraska Lutheran Home, 
Newman Grove, NE.

Funeral Services are pend-
ing with Levander Funeral 
Home, Elgin.

Death Notice

244 school districts qualify, but 
under this plan 148 districts 
would receive equalization 
aid. The increased state fund-
ing would result in the state 
paying approximately 58% of  
the cost of  schools, with local 
property taxes funding 42%. 
The Crime and Justice Insti-
tute worked with the Nebraska 
Criminal Justice Reinvestment 
Working Group (made up of  
criminal justice leaders from 
across the state, the chair of  
the Judiciary Committee, the 
Governor, and the Chief  Jus-
tice) to develop a report that 
evaluated Nebraska’s criminal 
justice system. Senator Steve 
Lathrop, the chair of  the Judi-
ciary Committee, introduced 
LB 920 as a result. The reforms 
proposed attempt to reduce 
prison overcrowding and recid-
ivism. Nebraska has the most 
overcrowded prison system 
in the nation. Discussion has 
centered on whether we can 
build our way out of  this, if  we 
need to enact reforms, or both. 
Data has shown that while the 
prison population increased 
over the last decade, admis-
sions decreased, reflecting the 
consequences of  mandatory 
minimum sentences and in-
creasing sentence lengths. 

The Governor has proposed 
building a new 1,500 bed prison 
to replace the Nebraska State 
Penitentiary. 

However, if  reform isn’t 
enacted, projections show that 
even with the new prison, our 
system would be overcrowded 
again by 2030. 
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Being the first
is never easy

For all of  the 2021/22 season, 
Wolfpack wrestler Isabella Smidt has 
been on a mission, a mission which 
no other has done before. 

This week she has the opportunity 
to complete this ‘mission’ — it being 
to be the first Wolfpack female 
wrestler to qualify for the first 
Girls State Wrestling Tournament 
sanctioned by the Nebraska School 
Activities Association (NSAA).

On Friday and Saturday, Feb. 4-5, 
she will compete in the A-1 District 
to be held at Nebraska City High 
School. There, in her weight class, 
the top three will advance to the state 
tournament to be held in Omaha.

She enters the district tournament 
with a winning record. It hasn’t been 

easy, she’s been 
battered and 
bruised on the 
mats, but she’s 
still standing, 
she’s still 
fighting and 
she deserves all 
our accolades 
for what she 
has done this 
season.

Many of  you 
who don’t follow 
the Wolfpack 
wrestlers may 
not know that 
she is the lone 
female wrestler 
on the team. 
Aside from 
family, fans are 
few who follow 

the sport from one tournament to the 
next.

Her journey has been a lonely one. 
When she wins her matches, the roar 
of  the crowd comes from family in the 
stands. Imagine a team sport where 
you have no female teammates to 
celebrate victory with, to pick you up 
after a loss, to get the practice time 
which you need to improve. You can 
only do so much on your own with the 
advice of  coaches.

And yet, she has fought on. You 
can know all the moves, know all the 
strategy,  knnow what to do and not 
to do, but if  you don’t have the heart 
and desire, you won’t get far. She’s got 
heart.

I know Izzy better than I know 
most athletes. She had a summer 
internship here at the newspaper and 
continues to be a valued member of  
the staff  when not participating in 
sports. 

I know this week is big for her, 
really big. So, I’m asking those who 
read this column to show her some 
support by posting a message on 
the Elgin Review Facebook page 
wishing her success. She deserves our 
support!

Good luck Izzy!
*****

“You can have Young or you can 
have Rogan, but you can’t have both.”

Those were Neil Young’s words to 
Spotify after he decided to use his 
influence as a has-been rock star to 
get Joe Rogan off  the air, alleging 
Rogan’s stated opinions about COVID 
should not be heard.

Rogan never responded, Spotify 
did. The corporation decided they 
preferred Rogan over Young, telling 
the hippie singer they didn’t need his 
music.

There are so many issues here, but 
the one I’m going to focus on is free 
speech. Some believes in free speech 
as long as it fits their agenda. Any 
speech outside of  that they want to 
shut down. Rogan has a big following, 
this is their attempt to take him down 
and if  they can’t take him down, they 
crush the platform which allows 
Rogan to make his views known to 
the masses.

I don’t see the Right, trying to 
shut down the free speech of  their 
opponents. Why? Because the Right 
believes they can win any argument 
of  ideas.

It’s hard for me to argue the state 
of  journalism because the style of  
journalism taught to me 40 years ago 
doesn’t exist anymore. Reporters were 
taught then to report the facts and let 
the readers form their own opinions, 
not report opinions as facts.

So, having said that, think for 
yourself, find your path through the 
noise that fills the airwaves today and 

See TALES, Page Seven

Kaeden
Schwarting

GREELEY — Two Wolfpack wrestlers brought home medals Friday after 
competing at the Central Valley Invite.

Kaeden Schwarting earned his first medal of  the season, placing third in 
the 113-pound division. He won two matches to improve his record to 3-16. It 
was his best effort of  the season.

The Wolfpack’s other medal winner was junior Carter Beckman. 
Competing in the 126-pound division. Beckman pinned two opponents to 
reach the championship match. There, against Cole Spahr of  Tri County, 
Beckman lost a close match by the score of  four to two.

Here are the results for EPPJ wrestlers at the Central Valley Invite:
113 pounds — Kaeden Schwarting (Elgin/Elgin Pope John) 3-16 won by 

fall over Myles Dowling (Weeping Water) 11-22 (Fall 0:28); Clark Padrnos 
(Sumner-Eddyville-Miller) 21-7 won by fall over Schwarting (Fall 1:47); Austin 
Kennicutt (Overton) 16-18 won by fall over Schwarting (Fall 1:06); Schwarting 
won by fall over Carter Haesler (Mullen) 10-14 (Fall 1:37)

126 — Carter Beckman (Elgin/Elgin Pope John) 23-5 won by fall over Zane 
Druery (Anselmo-Merna) 17-19 (Fall 2:51); Beckman won by fall over Kole 

Eickmeier (Shelby Rising City) 10-18 (Fall 
1:27); Cole Spahr (Tri County) 28-4 won by 
decision over Beckman (Dec 4-2)

132 — Javier Marino (High Plains 
Community) 28-9 won by fall over Jack 
Barlow (Elgin/Elgin Pope John) 1-12 (Fall 
0:40); Alex Wagner (Wood River) 12-19 won by 
fall over Barlow (Fall 2:21)

145 — Zaid Martinez (Tri County) 32-7 
won by fall over Dylon Parks (Elgin/Elgin 
Pope John) 2-12 (Fall 1:47); Matthew Cover 
(Weeping Water) 15-23 won by fall over Parks 
(Fall 1:44)

152 — Thomas Warnke (Elgin/Elgin Pope 
John) 4-5 won by fall over Ibrahim Castillo (Tri County) 7-8 (Fall 0:42); Dylan 
Ancheta (Wood River) 36-2 won by tech fall over Warnke (TF-1.5 3:59 (19-4)); 
Jacob Henery (Neligh/Oakdale) 12-22 won by fall over Warnke (Fall 1:44)

Two EPPJ wrestlers medal at Greeley Friday

ALBION — The Dale Bonge Invitational was 
held Saturday with the Wolfpack’s Isabella Smidt 
wrestling.

In her final tuneup before the A-1 District, 
Smidt registered another pin for the season.

She improved her record to 12-10 with a victory 
ove Battle Creek’s Kyra Hypes. Smidt pinned her 
in 1:16. 

Smidt was scheduled to wrestle five times 
Saturday. Aside from the victory over Hypes, 
Smidt was awarded another victory with a forfeit. 
In the other three matches, Smidt fell to Mariah 
Eckert of  Pierce, Paola Vergara of  O’Neill and 
Lauren Sladek of  St. Paul.

Results of  contested matches were:
165 pounds — Mariah Eckert (Pierce Girls) 20-

13 won by fall over Isabella Smidt (Elgin/Pope 
John) 12-10 (Fall 3:09); Smidt won by fall over Kyra 
Hypes (Battle Creek Girls) 7-22 (Fall 1:16); Paola 
Vergara (O`Neill Girls) 22-4 won by decision over 
Smidt (Dec 8-1); Lauren Sladek (St Paul Girls) 8-7 
won by fall over Smidt (Fall 4:44)

Smidt records pin in 
warm-up for districts

GREELEY — Elgin Public-Pope 
John put a goose egg in Central 
Valley’s scorebook Tuesday night, 
defeating the Cougars 49 to 31. Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer’s Wolfpack team, 
who prides itself  on playing great 
defense, held the Cougars scoreless in 
the second quarter to take control of  
the game.

Leading 15 to 11 
to start the second 
quarter, EPPJ added 
10 more points to their 
lead to enter halftime 
up 25 to 11. At one 
point In the second 
half  EPPJ’s lead grew 
to 21 points.

Sophomore Keyera 
Eisenhauer had a big 
night for the Wolfpack. 
She connected on four 
treys and finished 
with a team-high 16 
points. Two other Wolfpack players, 
Ashlynne and Taylynne Charf, each 
scored 11 points. Ashlynne added 14 
rebounds for a double-double. EPPJ 
made 18 of  49 field goal attempts and 
were six of  18 from three-point range. 
Kaylee Ramold had a team-high four 
assists. The Wolfpack benefitted from 
22 steals, led by Skyler Meis with six.

EPPJ 49, Central Valley 31
Wolfpack…………….15  10  18  6 — 49
Cougars……………..11    0   11  9 — 31
Wolfpack — Ellie Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, 
Taylynne Charf 4-10 1-1 11, Ashlynne 
Charf 4-12 3-4 11, Baylee Busteed 0-0 
0-0 0, Skyler Meis 2-8 0-2 4, Kaylee 
Ramold 2-4 2-4 6, Callie Heithoff 0-0 
0-0 0, Keyera Eisenhauer 6-14 0-0 16, 
Maddie Kolm 0-0 0-1 0, Trissa Russell 
0-0 0-0 0, Kate Furstenau 0-0 0-0 0, 
Sara Bode 0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 18-49 
7-14 49. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
6-18 (Keyera Eisenhauer 4, Taylynne 
Charf 2). Central Valley team totals: 
10-38 7-11 31. Three-point shots — 
Cougars 4-12.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 35 (Ashlynne 
Charf 14), Cougars 26. Assists — 
Wolfpack 10 (Kaylee Ramold 4), 
Cougars 5. Steals — Wolfpack 22 
(Skyler Meis 6, Ashlynne Charf 6), 
Cougars 10. Turnovers — Wolfpack 18, 
Cougars 30.

Keyera drains
four treys in
victory over CV

Wolfpack junior wrestler Isabella Smidt came up against Battle Creek’s Kyra Hypes Saturday at the Dale 
Bonge Invitational held in Albion. Photo submitted

Colton Wright contorts his body to get through the defender and score ‘in the paint’ 
against Humphrey/Lindsay Holy Family. Wright led the Wolfpack with 14 points. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

ELGIN — The Wolfpack held 
their own for one quarter against 
Humphrey/Lindsay Holy Family, then 
saw the Bulldogs fight back for a 67 to 
50 victory Thursday night.

A senior-laden team who won 
the state tournament last year, the 
Bulldogs came into the game with an 
undefeated record. Anyone who was 
in the gym watching this game would 
have to admit the Bulldogs have a 
good chance to repeat as state champs.

The Wolfpack started strong, 
building a 14 to nine lead after one 
quarter. Colton Wright had six points 
and Nick Anderson had four in the 
quarter. Coming out for the second 
quarter, the Bulldogs morphed into a 
monster. They outscored EPPJ 24 to 
five to take a 34 to 19 lead at halftime. 
Paiton Hoefer closed out the first half  
with a trey.

EPPJ fought back to cut the lead to 
single digits, 46 to 38, on a basket by 
Hoefer. That’s the closest they would 
get in the second half  as the Bulldogs 
closed with 20 fourth quarter points. 

The Wolfpack never challenged the 
Bulldogs the rest of  the way.

Senior Colton Wright led the 
Wolfpack with 14 points and nine 
rebounds. Blake Henn came off  the 
bench to score 10 points. Another 
player coming off  the bench, Dylon 
Lueking, dished out a team-high six 
assists. The Wolfpack made 50 percent 
of  their two-point shots (15-30) and 
were five of  14 from three-point range 
(36 percent). At the free throw line, 
they were five of  nine.

H/LHF 67, EPPJ 50
Bulldogs………………9  24  14  20 — 67
Wolfpack…………….14  5   19  12 — 50
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 5-6 0-1 10, Jack 
Wemhoff 1-7 0-0 2, Gage Thiessen 0-3 
0-0 0, Paiton Hoefer 4-5 1-2 12, Austin 
Good 1-3 0-0 2, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick 
Anderson 1-1 2-2 4, Colton Wright 6-15 
0-1 14, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon 
Lueking 2-4 0-1 4. Team totals: 20-44 
5-9 50. Three-point shots: Wolfpack 
5-14 (Paiton Hoefer 3, Colton Wright 2).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 25 (Colton 
Wright 9). Assists — Wolfpack 15 
(Dylon Lueking 6). Steals — Wolfpack 2. 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 19.

Unbeaten
H/LHF downs
Wolfpack 67-50



7 SportsWednesday, February 2, 2022 
The Elgin Review

It Pays To Advertise!

Ashlynne
Charf

Skyler
Meis

Shop at Home!

From Page Six
Tales
form your own opinion on this, 
that and the other thing.

*****
President Joe Biden 

last week decided to call a 
working journalist for FOX 
News a “stupid SOB” for 
asking a question he didn’t 
want to answer. Trust me, 
journalists have been called 
a lot worse. I’ve even had my 
moments where someone who 
should have known better 
opened their mouth and said 
something they later regret. 

If  you think no one before 
has spoke like that, as a 
president, think again. 
Colorful, disparaging language 
is part of  the history of  U.S. 
Presidents. And, if  they didn’t 
say it, they had someone 
working for them do the 
trash talking. Biden looks 
like the elder puppet Walter 
that Jeff  Dunham brings out 
on stage, an old, cranky man 
who’s struggling. His public 
appearances are hard to watch 
because he looks like a stroke 
waiting to happen. He does not 
inspire, he looks weak and out-
of-touch with events happening 
around him. It’s never good to 
look weak.

The Wolfpack girls JV team defeated Humphrey/Lindsay Holy 
Family 38 to 35 Thursday night.

Baylee Busteed and Kate Furstenau each had eight points in 
the victory. Others in the scoring column were Maddie Kolm 
and Callie Heithoff  6 apiece, Trissa Russell and Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 3 apiece, Ellie Ruterbories and Sara Bode 2 apiece.

Two nights earlier, the Wolfpack played at Greeley and 
defeated Central Valley 43 to 25. Bode had a big game as she was 
the team’s leading scorer with 12 points. Other scorers were 
Russell 8, Busteed and Furstenau 7 apiece, Heithoff  5 and Ellie 
Ruterbories 4.

*****
On Thursday night the Wolfpack JV boys team fell to H/LHF 

by the score of  52 to 35. Camryn Pelster led EPPJ with 10 points 
followed by Gage Thiessen 8, Dylon Lueking 5, Kellan Hoefer and 
Myles Kittelson 3 apiece, Corbin Kinney, Taylor Beckman and 
Brian Heithoff  2 apiece.

Wolfpack JV basketball scores

Wolfpack falls to Lady Bulldogs
ELGIN — The Wolfpack girls 

basketball team suffered a rare 
home loss Thursday night.

Humphrey/Lindsay Holy 
Family 
outscored EPPJ 
in all four 
quarters to 
claim a 71 to 53 
victory.

The Wolfpack 
didn’t play bad, 
the Bulldogs 
just played 
better. Each 
team made 
four treys, the 
Bulldogs had 
six more two-points baskets 
(23 to 17). At the free throw 
line the Bulldogs were 21 of  26, 

EPPJ was 15 of  
23.

Up 38 to 26 to 
start the second 
half, H/LHF 
outscored the 
Wolfpack 33 to 
27 in the second 
half. They 
capitalized on 
rebounding, 
pulling down 40 
rebounds to the 
Wolfpack’s 27.

Sophomore Keyera Eisen-
hauer made four treys and 
scored 16 points. Ashlynne 
Charf  was the only other 
player in double figures with 
11 points. She had a team-high 
seven rebounds and six blocks. 

H/LHF 71, EPPJ 53
Bulldogs……20  18  15  18 — 71
Wolfpack……13  13  11  16 — 53
Wolfpack — Ellie Ruterbories 
0-0 0-0 0, Taylynne Charf 1-7 
6-8 8, Ashlynne Charf 5-7 1-2 11, 
Baylee Busteed 0-1 0-0 0, Skyler 
Meis 2-11 2-6 6, Kaylee Ramold 
0-4 1-2 1, Keyera Eisenhauer 
6-14 0-0 16, Maddie Kolm 3-5 
1-1 7, Kate Furstenau 0-0 0-0 0, 
Sara Bode 0-3 4-4 4. Team totals: 
17-52 15-23 53. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 4-23 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 4). Bulldogs team 
totals: 23-48 21-26 71. Three-
point shots — Bulldogs 4-13.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 27 
(Ashlynne Charf 7), Bulldogs 40. 
Assists — Wolfpack 7, Bulldogs 
8. Steals — Wolfpack 6 (Taylynne 

Charf 3), Bulldogs 5. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 8, Bulldogs 13.

Keyera Eisenhauer launches one of her four treys against Hum-
phrey/Lindsay Holy Family last week. She had a team-high 16 points. 
E-R photo/DMorgan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice — Estate of L. Nadene Hughes
NOTICE

Estate of L. NADENE 
HUGHES, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
January 18, 2022, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR22-
2, Dennis A. Hughes, whose 
mailing address is 3000 SW 
72nd, Lincoln, NE 68532, and 
Dawn E. Zieg, whose mailing 
address is 4411 Eagle Ridge 
Road, Lincoln, NE 68516, have 

been appointed as co-personal 
representatives of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on 
or before March 28, 2022 or be 
forever barred.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Applicants
PUBLISH: January 26, February 
2 & 9, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
January 18, 2022

The Elgin City Council met 
in special session on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2022, at 11:30 a.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the 
meeting to order, and announced 
the location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, 
Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 

business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

Municipal Supply, Inc. radio 
read meters

Freezeless heated yard 
hydrants for campgrounds

Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 7, 
2022.

Special Meeting adjourned at 
12:26 p.m.

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: January 26, 2022
ZNEZ

Read the Public Notices!

Stay Informed!

NOTICE OF REGULAR 
MEETING OF WHEELER 

CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING DISTRICT
#45-WHEELER COUNTY

Notice is hereby given that a 
regular meeting of the Board of 
Education of the Wheeler Cen-
tral Public Schools will be held 
at the Wheeler Central old media 
room in Bartlett Nebraska. 

ON: Monday, February 14th, 

Notice of Meeting — Wheeler 
Central Board of Education

2022
Time: 7:00 P.M.

which meeting will be open to 
the public. An agenda for such 
meeting is available for public 
inspection at the office of the su-
perintendent, Wheeler Central 
Schools, Bartlett, Nebraska.

Drew Kasselder
Chairman, Board of Education

Wheeler Central Schools
PUBLISH: February 2, 2022
ZNEZ
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Antelope Family 
Practice Clinics 

 

      *Roger  Rudloff, MD            *Troy Dawson, MD         
        *Kelli Osborn. MD            *Josh Thoendel, MD    
     *Patricia Good, APRN    *Ashley Niewohner, APRN        
      *Angela Sucha, PA-C        *Amanda Wolff, APRN   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NELIGH CLINIC: 402.887.5440  

 

  M   9:00-1:00        Dr.. Rudloff/Dr. Dawson/Dr. Thoendel/Niewohner            

           1:30-5:00            Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Thoendel/Good/Niewohner 
  T        9:00-1:00       Dr. Rudloff/Good/Sucha/Niewohner 
         1:30-5:00        Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Dawson/Sucha/Wolff 
    W          9:00-1:00       Dr. Osborn/Good/Niewohner 
           1:30-5:00      Dr. Osborn/Good/Niewohner 
 Th           9:00-1:00      Dr. Osborn/Good/Sucha/Wolff 
           1:30-5:00      Dr. Dawson/Dr. Thoendel/Sucha/Wolff 
      F            9:00-1:00      Dr. Dawson/Dr. Osborn/Wolff/Dr. Thoendel 
           1:30-5:00      Dr. Dawson/Dr. Rudloff/Dr. Osborn/Dr. Thoendel  
  Sa    9:30-12:30       Rotating schedule 

 
 

 
 

CLEARWATER CLINIC: 402.485.2277  
 

  M       9:30-12:30      Sucha  1:30-5:00   Sucha 
    T         9:30-12:30         Dr. Dawson               2:00-5:00   Good 
       W           9:30-12:30          Dr. Thoendel   2:00-5:00   Dr. Rudloff  
 Th         9:30-12:30             Dr. Thoendel      

       F                             2:00-5:00     Sucha   
 

 
 

ELGIN CLINIC: 402.843.5444  
 

      M            2:00-5:00       Dr. Dawson        
  T            2:00-5:00          Niewohner 
    W             9:30-12:30     Dr. Rudloff 
    Th         2:00-5:00         Good 
  F                   9:30-12:30          Niewohner               1:30-5:00       Niewohner 

 
 
 
 

ORCHARD CLINIC: 402.893.5155  
  M   9:30-12:30    Good 
      W      2:00-5:00        Dr. Thoendel 
 Th    9:30-12:30       Dr, Dawson 
       F             9:30-12:30    Sucha 
 

 
 
 
 

TILDEN CLINIC: 402.368-5520  
 

         M       9:30-12:30   Dr. Osborn   1:30-5:00  Dr. Osborn  

  T        9:30-12:30     Wolff 
     W     9:30-12:30     Wolff                       1:30-5:00  Wolff  
  Th                2:00-5:00         Dr. Osborn  
           F                            9:30-12:30    Dr. Rudloff                2:00-5:00             Wolff 

 
 
 
 

Call any clinic when open or 402.887.5440 • M-F: 8am-5pm 
 
 

                  For listings on-line, go to: amhne.org   

 

 

Neligh Early Clinic: M-F • 7:30-9 am • Appt. Requested 

 

with a lethal fetal anomaly.  
This gives mothers and their 
families immediate aware-
ness of  resources to help them 
cope with this heartbreaking 
challenge. In 2018, the Legis-
lature approved another bill 
sponsored by Senator Albrecht 
to provide commemorative 
certificates to mothers who 
miscarry.  It affirms the 
dignity of  life and humanely 
acknowledges the loss that a 
mother undergoes through 

miscarriage.
In 2019, Senator Albrecht 

successfully secured passage 
of  a bill to bolster the state’s 
informed consent protections.  
It requires doctors to direct 
women to information on how 
to reverse the abortion pill 
when the drug is prescribed. 

In 2020, Senator Geist put for-
ward LB 814 to end the barbar-
ic practice of  dismemberment 
abortion in Nebraska. 

In 2021, State Senators 
worked together to pass a new 

From Page Seven
Ricketts

tax credit for families who 
have a stillborn baby to help 
offset medical bills, burial ex-
penses, and costs of  preparing 
for the baby’s arrival.

If  the Supreme Court over-
turns Roe v. Wade, it would 
likely restore authority to the 
50 states to decide how to regu-
late abortion.  This means our 
state senators have important 
work to do to prepare for the 
possibility of  the Court doing 
away with Roe v. Wade.

There are three main bills in 
the Legislature this session to 
limit abortion:

• LB 933: Senators Joni 
Albrecht and Mike Flood have 
introduced the Nebraska Hu-
man Life Protection Act.  If  
the Supreme Court overturns 
Roe v. Wade, it would criminal-
ize the performance of  abor-
tion procedures in Nebraska.

• LB 781: Senator Julie 
Slama is sponsoring the Heart-
beat Act.  It requires a physi-
cian to perform an ultrasound 
prior to performing an abor-

tion.  If  a heartbeat is detected, 
the bill would make it unlawful 
for a physician to perform an 
abortion.

• LB 1086: Senator Suzanne 
Geist has put forward the 
Chemical Abortion Safety Pro-
tocol Act.  It requires abortion-
inducing drugs to be provided 
by a physician.  It prohibits 
physicians from providing any 
abortion-inducing drug to a 
woman whose pregnancy is 
more than forty-nine days of  
gestational age. 

As these bills are debated, I 
ask that you encourage your 
state senator to protect the 
unborn.  You can find their 
contact information at www.
NebraskaLegislature.gov. 

Each life is a precious gift 
from God.  This year, we could 
see “a new birth of  freedom” in 
America if  the Supreme Court 
overturns Roe v. Wade. Whatev-
er happens in court, let’s work 
to give every baby boy and girl 
in Nebraska the opportunity to 
live the Good Life.

Ronald B. Connick, 74 of  
Sutherland, NE passed away 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 at 
Great Plains Health in North 
Platte, NE.

Visitation with family pres-
ent will be held from 4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday at Odean Colonial 
Chapel and Friday from 5-7 p.m. 
at St. Boniface Catholic Church 
in Elgin with a Wake Service to 
follow. Mass of  Christian Buri-
al will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 5, 2022, at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church.

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin and Odean Colonial 
Chapel of  North Platte are in 
charge of  the arrangements. 
Condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.levanderfuneral-
home.com.

*****
Ron is survived by his wife 

of  53 years, Diane of  Suther-
land; their children, Pat (Leah) 
Connick of  Shallotte, NC; Kelly 
(Greg) Lussetto of  Bridgeport; 
Troy (Kim) Connick of  Paxton; 
and Michael (Amanda) Connick 
of  North Platte; his mother 
Frances Prewitt of  Sioux City, 
IA; brothers, Jim (Kathy) Con-
nick of  Minburn, IA, Terry 
Connick of  Doniphan, and Jeff  
(Gloria) Connick, of  Sioux City, 
IA; 14 grandchildren, a great-
grandson; brother-in-law Rich-
ard (Lana) Bennett of  Elwood; 
two sisters-in-law: Jolene (Paul) 
Schrage of  Elgin and Mary 
(Bill) Kaczor of  Ewing; along 
with many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) is pleased to announce 
Candice Schnoor will join 
the medical team as a Nurse 
Practitioner in the fall of  2022. 

Schnoor is a familiar face 
at BCHC and has widespread 
experience having worked 
in several departments. She 
began her 
career at the 
Health Center 
as a hospital 
nurse and 
transitioned 
to home 
health care. 
“Home health 
nursing was 
an invaluable 
experience; I 
learned to be 
independent 
and 
resourceful,” said Schnoor.

Schnoor currently works 
in the wound care clinic, in 
the hospital nursing unit 
and emergency department. 
Schnoor has 9 years of  nursing 
experience which includes 

Schnoor to join BCHC medical staff in Fall 2022
her time at Faith Regional 
providing general medical 
nursing and also working in 
their advanced wound center 
before coming to BCHC. 

“Candice has proven to be a 
competent and compassionate 
nurse over the years with a 
desire to learn and advance 
her skills. She will be a 
valuable addition to our 
medical team, said BCHC 
Administrator, Tanya Sharp.

A native of  the Petersburg 
area, she went on to received 
her undergraduate studies 

from University of  Nebraska 
Omaha, then in 2013 Schnoor 
graduated from University 
of  Nebraska Medical Center 
(UNMC) with her Bachelors 
of  Science in Nursing. In 2017 
she became certified in wound 
care. 

Schnoor is currently 
working on her Doctor of  
Nursing Practice (DNP) degree 
as a Family Nurse Practitioner 
through Nebraska Methodist 
College and will graduate in 
July 2022.

“I enjoy the full spectrum 

of  care that family medicine 
offers. It is fulfilling to see a 
patient’s health improve and 
know I had a hand in that. I 
also admire and appreciate 
the expertise of  the BCHC 
medical team. It has been a 
dream of  mine to work along 
side such caring and dedicated 
individuals,” said Schnoor.

Candice and husband Jared 
reside in Albion with their 
children Cohen, 7 and Tinley, 
5. As a family they enjoy being 
outdoors, especially golfing, 
camping and fishing.

Summer ball program signup date nears

Sign-up for the Summer Ball Program in 
Elgin is one week closer to happening.

It will be Wednesday, February 9 from 4 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Elgin Fire Hall.

T-ball boys and girls must be five years old 
and have gone through kindergarten.

Registration forms will be sent home with 

the kids from school and will also be available 
at City Hall. 

Anyone with questions should contact Kim 
Fangman (402) 843-0152.

*****
Also, coaches are needed for girls softball. 

Teams needing coaches are 6U, 8U and 10U.

Girls softball coaches still needed

Ashley Laverty (r) spent the past week working with students at Pope John/St. Boniface schools. She 
worked with youths in many grades throughout the week, culminating in a show Friday afternoon in the 
school gymnasium. Laverty is a teaching artist, playwright, director, actor and the founding Artistic Direc-
tor of Kerfuffle, a theatre company devoted to creating performances with and for 2-5 year olds. Ashley is 
a certified children’s yoga instructor and currently teaches toddler and elementary school aged children 
in schools. Funding for the artists in school program at Pope John was made possible by the Nebraska 
Arts Council. E-R photo/DMorgan

Artist Ashley Laverty in Elgin last week
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Southeast Community 
College in Lincoln has 
released the names of  stu-
dents who earned a spot 
on the Dean’s List follow-
ing the 2021 Fall Semester 
which ended Dec. 16.

To be recognized on 
SCC’s Dean’s List, a 
student must complete at 
least six semester credit 
hours of  the term with 
a minimum grade-point 
average of  3.5. 

Classes with a grade of  
“P” (Pass) do not count 
toward the six-hour mini-
mum.

Neligh — Kirsten Krebs, 
Associate of  Health Sci-
ences

College News

SCC-Lincoln
announces
Dean’s List

Two hundred fifty-five stu-
dents completed their degree, 
diploma or certificate pro-
grams in summer and fall 2021 
from Northeast Community 
College. 

One hundred-sixty-six 
completed during the fall term 
while another 89 completed in 
the summer. 

The names of  the students 
will be listed in the program in 
the College’s commencement 
ceremony in May 2022.

The students eligible to par-
ticipate in commencement cer-
emonies, as of  the end of  the 
Fall 2021 semester, are listed 
below by degree, diploma and/
or certificate, state, hometown 
or country.

Associate of  Arts Degree
Clearwater – Justin Ahlers.
Associate of  Science Degree
Elgin – Haley Zegers.
Oakdale – Avenley Short.
Associate of  Applied Sci-

ence Degree in Administrative 
Professional

Neligh – Sara Sanchez-
Juarez.

Associate of  Applied Science 
Degree in Diesel Technology

Clearwater – Cade Mlnarik.
Certificate in Information 

Technology – General
Clearwater – Justin Ahlers.

NECC students
complete studies
for degrees


