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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 62 degrees recorded 
on January 18. 

The low was -10 degrees 
on January 19. Just 0.02 of  
an inch of  precipitation was 
recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Jan 17 54 26   
Jan 18 62 05  
Jan 19 12 -10  
Jan 20 15 -06    
Jan 21 28 09  0.02  
Jan 22 48 14  
Jan 23 45 17    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.02
Total for January........... .. 0.02
Total for 2022 ................... ..0.02

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Notice of  Election — An-
telope County Election Com-
missioner

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Meetings — An-
telope County Board of  Com-
missioners

Notice — Estate of  Patricia 
Starman

Notice — Estate of  Nadine 
Hughes

Meeting Notice — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Wheeler 
Central School District, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.
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Could mentoring be in your future?

For more information, contact Elgin Public School at 402-843-2455

WE NEED MENTORS!

State Senator
Tim Gragert

Foundation fund
drive continues to
receive donations

Donations continue to 
come in for the annual Elgin 
Community Foundation 
fundraising campaign.

Treasurer Anne Parks 
indicated Monday that $5,690 
has been received so far.

Among the recent donors 
are Brian & Susan Henn, 
Dale & Renee Schindler, 
Karl & Margaret Hensley, 
Elgin Bargain Box, Korene 
Fehringer, Mike & Connie 
Dvorak, Walt & Susi Koziol 
and Starman Seed Service. 

This being the last week 
of  January, the deadline for 
candidates seeking re-election 
is drawing ever closer.

The primary election dead-
line for incumbents to file for 
re-election is Tuesday, Feb. 15. 
For non-incumbents, the dead-
line to file is Tuesday, March 1.

There are a number of  elec-
tive offices of  local interest.

Here in Elgin, seats up for 
election this year are:

District #18 Board of  Educa-
tion - Five of  the six seats on 
the school board will be on 
the ballot this year. Incum-
bents are Lisa Welding, Todd 
Heithoff, Ron Bode, Luke 

Local incumbents file at courthouse

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

It is January in Nebraska, 
and typically that means 
cold temperatures, blowing 
winds, and an occasional snow 
shower. It is easy to want to 
stay indoors bundled up under 
the covers. It is also easy to 
find yourself  feeling a little 
blue. However, this past week a 
new business was launched in 
our community that may help 
eliminate some of  those winter 
blues we often experience 
due to dips in serotonin levels 
caused by the lack of  sunlight. 
A new spray tan business 
owned by Kara Funk offers 
locals the benefits of  the look 
and feel of  a bit of  sunshine, 
regardless of  the time of  the 
year.  

It was after having her 
daughter Baelor about seven 
months ago that Kara began 
thinking about the business. 
She explained, “I had taken a 
step back from my full-time 
job to raise our girls. I had 
transitioned to a full-time 
parts runner, food deliverer, 
and bookkeeper. Even though 
this kept me busy enough 
with two kiddos in tow, I 
wanted more. I wanted to find 
a service that this community 
did not already have. Enter 
the spray tan booth!”  She 
continued, “My goal was to 
offer a healthy alternative to 
exposing ourselves to harsh 
UV rays. There isn’t a spray 
tan booth near Elgin, actually 
the closest is in Norfolk, and 
that is just not convenient for 
most of  us.”  

After just a week in 
operation, Kara has already 
welcomed several customers, 
and spots are filling up fast as 
prom in various surrounding 
communities is right around 
the corner. For that reason, 
offering a promotion to 
highlight a tan for the big, 
upcoming event was one of  
the first items on her agenda. 
Those wanting to add a little 
glow to their skin for prom 
can currently receive any level 
spray for only $20. Otherwise, 
she explains her rates as such, 

EWF Gala Sunday night to have 70’s feel 
Just days away, the annual “Evening 

With Friends” gala will be held this 
Sunday night, January 30. The Knights 
of  Columbus Hall in Elgin will again 
host the event as it has done for all but 
a few years. Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m.

Each year Evening With Friends 
(EWF) has a theme and this year is 
no different. “That ‘70s Party” will is 
the theme and many attending will 
be dressed in fashions reflecting that 
decade.

Principal Lisa Schumacher, in a letter 
featured in the program, said Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic began its mission 
in 1967 “just before this decade of  
‘awakening’ that was considered a ‘time 
of  change.’ Change is inevitable but 

change has made Pope John as ‘groovy’ 
as ever for 55 years.”

Funds raised from the gala, which 
includes both silent and live auctions, 
go to support Catholic education.

This year will feature a large number 
of  ‘VIP’ tables. They include Antelope 
Memorial Hospital, Neligh; Bank of  
Elgin, Bar U Farms, Elgin, Boone 
County Health Center & Elgin Veterans 
Medical Clinic, Central Valley Ag, 
Elgin, Precision Repair, Elgin, Faith 
Regional Physician Services, Neligh 
& Tilden, AKRS Equipment, Neligh 
& Invenergy, Elgin, Insurance Mart-
Janet Koinzan, Elgin, O’Sullivan 
Auctioneers, and Wanek Drug/Tilden 
Pharmacy.

Among the many live auction items 

will be 20 pounds of  prime rib loin, a 
Traeger™ grill, a George Strait concert 
package, a TopGolf  Omaha golf  
package, and a Husker football package 
for four. Also, there will be 44 silent 
auction items. 

Members of  the EWF Committee are 
Ron and Angela Funk, Brent and Susan 
Kallhoff, Brenda Kuhlman, Ryan and 
Abby Lodge, Jill McNally, Ben Meis, 
Eric and Brenda Meis, Julie Mlnarik, 
Lynell Morgan, Jessie Pelster, Scott 
Sanne, Gary and Julie Schiltmeyer, 
Jake and Kari Schindler, Brian and 
Kelsey Selting, Brian and Clarissa 
Stuhr.

Tickets to EWF are still available 
for purchase by contacting the school 
during regular business hours.

“Right now, I am offering a 
single spray tan level 1 or 2 for 
$25 and level 3 for $27. I also 
have a monthly membership 
option. This includes 4 spray 
tans a month, any level for 
$60. Anybody can make an 
appointment by contacting me 
directly through a Facebook 
message or texting/calling 
me at (402) 843-8448. I really 
try to work with people’s busy 
schedules.”  

Sharing a few important 
guidelines for customers to 
follow prior to getting a spray 
tan, she advised, “It is best to 
shave at least 12 hours before 
you spray to allow your pores 
to close. I also recommend 
that you exfoliate the day 
before your scheduled spray. 
It is important to moisturize, 
moisturize, and moisturize 
the week of  the spray. Also, it 
is a good idea to arrive for the 
spray tan in loose clothing. 
Finally, do not apply lotion, 
deodorant, or make-up prior to 
being sprayed. “ 

Elgin’s newest business 
can be found right on main 
street, in the former boutique 
building. However, a name 
for the business is yet to be 
determined. She explained, 
“I don’t have a specific name 
for my service. There are a 
ton of  plans for this building 
in the works. I am so excited 
for what is coming very soon. 

There will be a few gals in 
here, offering much to this 
community. We have a large, 
newly remodeled space to bring 
in some beautiful things. Elgin 
needs to get excited.” 

Speaking of  Elgin, Kara 
believes it is a great place to 
have opened her business. 
She concluded, “Elgin is 
community-driven, and what 
says community and small 
business like a stay-at-home 
mom going for it. My greatest 
goal is to be successful and 
bring a little something to 
Elgin that people thought they 
would have never seen here.” 

Funk adds new tanning salon 
business to Elgin’s main street

“Tim, we hardly knew ye.”
Just months after Antelope County became part of  Legisla-

tive District #40 and Tim Gragert became our state senator, he 
will not seek re-election to the Nebraska Unicameral.

In a press release issued Sunday, Gragert announced he 
will not be seeking a second term in the Legislature in 2022. 
Gragert was elected to the Legislature in 2018. After winning 
the Primary Election in a crowded field of  six candidates, 
Gragert went on to win the General Election 
and has represented Legislative District 40 
since being sworn into office in January 2019.

In announcing his intentions, Gragert said, 
“Serving the constituents of  District 40 has 
been a great honor. I want to thank the voters 
for their confidence in me to represent them in 
Lincoln.”

Serving in the Legislature, Gragert has been 
an advocate for water quality, veterans, agri-
culture, broadband to better serve the north-
ern counties of  Nebraska, and worked with 
colleagues to deliver more property tax relief.

Gragert added, “Having served my country 
and state for the past 40-plus years has given 
me great joy. Donna is looking forward to retirement and we 
plan to spend more time with our grandchildren and enjoying 
our retirement together.”

District 40 will now includes Antelope, Cedar, Dixon, Holt, 
Knox and northern Pierce Counties.

State Senator Gragert
to not seek re-election

Hinkle and Eric Beckman. 
City of  Elgin — Positions 

up for election this year are 
mayor and council representa-
tives from Wards One and Two. 
Incumbents are Mayor Mike 
Schmitt, and council members 
Duane Miller (Ward One) and 
Mike Dvorak (Ward Two). 
Dvorak filed last week.

Antelope County — Commis-
sioner District #5 seat current-
ly held by Carolyn Pedersen.
Seeking Re-election

A number of  filings have al-
ready taken place, according to 
information from the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office.

Those filing for re-election so 

Keith Kube, born and raised in Crofton has announced this can-
didacy for the 40th Legislative District. Kube currently lives on 

the family farm outside of  Crofton. In announcing 
his candidacy Kube said, “As a strong conserva-
tive I look forward to serving the hard working 
families of  this district.”

Kube has worked as an engineer, financial advi-
sor and management consultant. He has served 
on the boards of  Rotary International, National 
Association of  Realtors, Salvation Army, 

On Tuesday, Barry DeKay of  Niobrara an-
nounced he will be a candidate for Gragert’s seat.

DeKay is a fourth-generation 
rancher from Niobrara who has 
served our communities and state 
throughout his career. DeKay has 
served on a number of  boards 

including the Nebraska Public Power District for 
6 years, 

“I am running for the Legislature to serve every-
one in District 40,” DeKay continued. “Through-
out my life and career, I have always answered the 
call to serve, and serving our communities in the 
40th District in the State Legislature is an oppor-
tunity to help our local communities. I will stand 
up for the people of  the District.”

DeKay and his wife Brenda raised both of  their children in the 
district and are expecting their first grandchild.

far are (* denotes incumbent):
County Sheriff  — *Robert 

Moore, Republican
County Assessor — *Kelly 

Mueller-Oltjenbruns, Republi-
can

Clerk of  the District Court 
— *Angela Mortensen, Repub-
lican

County Treasurer — *Deb 
Branstiter, Republican

Weed Authority — Robert 
Lewis and Rachel Shrader

The primary election is 
scheduled to be held on the 
second Tuesday in May. That’s 
May 10 this year. 

The general election will be 
November 8.

Kevin
Kube

Kube, DeKay file for #40 seat

Date set for
summer ball 
program signup

Sign-up for the Summer 
Ball Program in Elgin will be 
Wednesday, February 9 from 
4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Elgin 
Fire Hall.

T-ball boys and girls must 
be five years old and have 
gone through kindergarten.

Registration forms will 
be sent home with the kids 
from school and will also be 
available at City Hall. Anyone 
with questions should contact 
Kim Fangman (402) 843-0152.

*****
Also, coaches are needed for 

girls softball. Teams needing 
coaches are 6U, 8U and 10U.

Date set for
February meeting
of City Council

The Elgin City Council will 
hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Monday night, 
Feb. 7, at 7:30 p.m. The 
meeting is open to the public.

Kara Funk (r) and Shay Dierks 
(l) will, one day soon, be part of 
a future joint business venture at 
the location. E-R photo/DMorgan

Kara Funk, glowing with pride, stands next to her newly-installed tan-
ning spray booth at 110 N. 2nd Street in Elgin. E-R photo/JReestman

Barry
DeKay
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It Pays To 
Advertise!

The first semester honor roll 
has been announced recently 
at Wheeler Central Public 
School. Students earning 
academic distinction were:

All A’s: Reese Smith (7), 
Braelynn Schlenger (8), 
Jayna Guggenmos (9), Bobbi 
Guggenmos (10), Hailey 
Genereux (12), MaKenna 
Pelster (12), and Cheyenne 
Pokorny (12).

AB: Parker Freouf  (7), 
Jailynn Harrison (7), Kale 
Brinkman (7), Bailley Leibert 
(7), David Keber (8), Haley 
Borwege (8), Elijah Heinz (9), 
Cooper Pokorny (9), Makayla 
McCain (9), Clancey Seamann 
(9), Maria Ordonez-Juarez (10), 
Kaitlyn Leibert (10), Chloe 
Smith (10), Benton Harrison 
(11), Nick Keber (11), Brady 
Renner (11), Tim Keber (12) 
and Clay Patrick (12) and Wylie 

Wheeler Center names
first semester honor roll

Seamann (12).
Honorable Mention: Breyden 

Renner (7), Ben Wilson (7), 
Wyatt McCain (7), Savannah 
Haynie (10), Jayden Sheldon 
(10), and Ty Growcock (11).

Students recognized for first 
semester perfect attendance 
were:

Second Grade: Easton Kas-
selder

Fourth Grade: Corbin Kas-
selder 

Sixth Grade: Hayes Pokorny

Shop at Home!

The Elgin Teammates will 
hold an event to recognize 
mentors and recruit new 
mentors. It will be held this 
Thursday night, Jan. 27, when 
the boys and girls teams face 
H/LHF. Mentors (current and 
potential) will be treated to 
refreshments in a hospitality 
room adjacent to the gym. 

At halftime of  the girls game, 
mentors and mentees will be 
recognized on the gym floor.

Teammates event
to be Thursday



Wednesday, January 26, 2022 
The Elgin Review

3 Community News

On January 12 in Ainsworth, 
FFA members put months of  
practice to use as they compet-
ed in the District X Leadership 
Developed Events. 

Included in District X were 
schools from Atkinson, Ain-
sworth, Burwell, Boyd County, 
Chambers, Keya Paha, Loup 
County, Elkhorn Valley, Neligh, 
Stuart, Sargent, Rock County,  
Ord, & Wheeler Central. 

Highlights for the Elgin 
members were Sam Hemenway 
winning Cooperative Speaking 
and Baylee Busteed placing 
second in Jr. Public Speaking. 
Despite large numbers of  kids 
competing in the district con-
test, only the top two competi-
tors can qualify for state.  

Other Elgin members still 
gave it their best and per-
formed very well, said FFA 
Advisor Julia Schwartz. 

Sara Bode made finals in the 
Creed speaking contest and 
ended up fourth out of  about 
40 contestants, while Cal-
lie Heithoff  was seventh. Ag 
Demo teams of  Colton Wright/
Ethan Hinkle and Sharon 
Bartak/Taylynne Charf  ended 
up placing high and earned 
purple ribbons. 

In the middle school division, 
four new eighth grade mem-
bers competed in Quiz Bowl. 

The team of  Kayton Zwing-
man, Jarek Erickson, Trey 
Rittscher and Kyndal Busteed 
placed fourth overall and will 
be able to compete at State FFA 
in quiz bowl!  

Kayton also competed in 
Discovery Speaking and placed 
fourth overall earning a purple 
ribbon.

Ag Demo team of Colton Wright (l) and Ethan Hinkle.

Ag Demo team of Taylynne Charf (l) and Sharon Bartak.

Qualifying to compete at the 
State FFA Quiz Bowl were the 
team of (l-r) Kyndal Busteed, 
Jarek Erickson, Trey Rittscher 
and Kayton Zwingman. Photos 
submitted 

Competing at the District X 
Leadership Developed Events in 
Ainsworth earlier this month were 
(above, l-r): Sara Bode, Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Sam Hemenway 
and William Heilhecker as well as 
(left) Baylee Busteed, Jack Wem-
hoff and Carter Beckman.

The team of (l-r): Kayton Zwingman, Jarek Erickson, Trey Rittscher and Kyndal Busteed placed fourth 
overall and will be able to compete at State FFA Quiz Bowl. Photos submitted

Elgin FFA
members
qualify
for State!

Library News
By Barb Bode and Dianne 
Gunderson
Co-Librarians

Its SNOW secret – books are 
cool!  

New in the children’s section 
are several “Click Clack” pic-
ture books by Doreen Cronin, 
Ivy and Bean books by Annie 
Barrows and Disney books by 
various authors.  

We also have several new 
kids’ 100 piece puzzles.  

Adult books include:  The 
Lincoln Highway by Amor 
Towles and  Death by Cashmere 
a Seaside Knitters Mystery by 
Sally Goldenbaum.

Lego League was held on 
Monday, January 17 with 
snacks provided by Park Cen-
ter Daycare director Merissa 
Lemke.  

Thank you for supporting 
Lego League by providing us 
with snacks. 

If  any businesses or individ-
uals are interested in provid-
ing snacks please contact the 
library.  

Book Club, held on the 
fourth Wednesday of  the 
month (January 26th) read and 
discussed Anxious People by 
Fredrik Backman.

To keep up with everything 
that is happening at the li-
brary visit us on our website at 
http://libraries.ne.gov/elgin or 
on Facebook.  

Our regular hours are Mon-
day 4-7 p.m., Tuesday 1-5 p.m., 
Wednesday 1-7 p.m., Thursday 
1-5 p.m. and Friday 9 - 12 p.m.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 40 Senator
Tim Gragert

Like many Nebraskans, I’ve been to Lake Oko-
boji in Iowa, which is why I must smile about a 
special legislative committee’s proposal to build a 
lake in Eastern Nebraska to rival that lake.

The Legislature’s Statewide Tourism and Recre-
ational Water Access and 
Resource Sustainability 
(STAR WARS) special com-
mittee says the Nebraska 
version would span 4,000 
acres, reach 30 feet or so 
deep, and stretch 7 miles. It 
would be dredged near the 
Platte River in a location 
roughly equidistant from 
Omaha and Lincoln.

Okoboji was created 
by the Wisconsin Glacier 
14,000 years ago and has a 
maximum depth of  136 feet, 
which makes it the deep-
est natural lake in Iowa. 
Subterranean springs help 
provide the cool, clear, blue 
water of  Iowa’s most popu-
lar lake, one of  three such 
lakes on the North Ameri-
can continent.

The city of  Okoboji was established in 1859, 
before Nebraska was even a state. There is a rich 
history of  ballrooms and early rock and roll roots 
– think “the day the music died” – that is still a 
large draw. Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and The 
Big Bopper died in a plane crash in the area in 
1959 and Don McLean memorialized it in the song 
American Pie.

While the idea of  damming the Platte to create 
a lake along what is now the Interstate 80 corridor 
has come up every so often in Nebraska, the earli-
est push was in 1896. 

But the area lacks tourist-oriented history that 
would be any more of  a draw than Lincoln and 
Omaha offer. Current proposals would not dam the 
river.

Speaking of  history, Governor Pete Ricketts 
wants to use $500 million from the bill to imple-
ment a plan to take more water from the South 
Platte River by building a canal in northeast 
Colorado under terms of  the 99-year-old South 
Platte River Compact. That 1923 agreement says 
Nebraska is entitled to a specific amount of  water 
from the river between April 1 and October 15 
and a different amount during the non-irrigation 
season.

Ricketts said he is concerned that pending 
water projects in Colorado will diminish that flow. 
Colorado officials say the list of  projects is already 
5 years old and far from planning or construction. 
The specific canal in question was started and 
abandoned decades ago.

The question of  starting it up again could result 
in a costly and lengthy court battle. Even if  Ne-
braska won, it’s unclear how much extra water it 
would yield because the South Platte has demands 
that exceed its capacity. The cost and time involved 
could make the proposal much less attractive.

Colorado Governor Jared Polis told the Denver 
Post the Nebraska plan seems to “reflect a mis-
understanding of  Colorado’s locally driven water 
planning process.” He also pledged 

to protect and “aggressively assert” the state’s 
existing water rights.

Colorado is meeting all its water obligations to 
Nebraska, said state Engineer Kevin Rein. During 
the irrigation season, April 1 to Oct. 15, the South 
Platte must flow at 120 cubic feet per second into 
Nebraska. That flow is measured at a water gate 
in Julesburg, just south of  the Nebraska-Colorado 
border, Rein said.

Should flows dry below that threshold, Colorado 
officials must curtail water use in certain areas 
for water rights holders whose rights were estab-
lished after 1897, Rein said. But Colorado has no 
additional obligation to increase flows.

The issue is likely to wind up in court and could 
even be heard before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
That was the ultimate solution in the 1949 North 
Platte River Compact which guarantees a specific 
amount of  water that must be supplied to the 
Panhandle’s four inland lakes: Big and Little Lake 
Alice; Winters Creek and Lake Minatare.

time soon; and don’t be making plans to go fishing 
in Nebraska’s “new” canal in Colorado for at least 
a decade or two, if  then.

 
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

I was in the Nebraska Supreme Court decades 
ago when former Nebraska Governor Robert 
Crosby argued the case before it went to a special 
master appointed by the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
boxes of  legal documents dwarfed the attorney 
and gave weight to the seriousness of  water issues, 
and this was a much newer compact agreement.

Bottom line here: Don’t be gassing up the boat 
for the Eastern Nebraska Okoboji wannabee any 

A wannabe tourist attraction & battle over water rights

See GRAGERT, Page Five

Sixty Years Ago
January 18, 1962

Firemen were summoned Monday 
afternoon around 2:00 to extinguish 
a board fence fire just south of  
the former Elgin Salvage office. 
The blaze was soon brought under 
control with little damage. 

John Irwin fell on the ice Tuesday 
near the Farmers lumber yard and 
dislocated a shoulder. He was treated 
by Dr. W. W. Graham and now has his 
shoulder and arm bound in a sling.

Temperatures, which continually 
dropped the latter part of  last week, 
hit a low Friday night of  16 below 
zero. 

A warm front early this week 
brought a welcome change with the 
mercury rising to the week’s  high on 

Looking Back
Wednesday of  43. 

Fifty Years Ago
January 27, 1972 

Thomas J. Eischeid, of  Elgin, is 
hospitalized at Tilden with cuts and 
possible back injuries following a one-
car crash about 1:30 a.m. at the west 
edge of  Meadow Grove. 

A hospital spokesman said the 
extent of  his injuries had not been 
determined. 

According to State Patrol, the car, 
drive by Eischeid, who was alone, 
was westbound when it hit a patch 
of  ice, went off  the north side of  the 
highway, crossed back over the road, 
went into the south ditch, hit trees 
and landed on its top. 

Elgin High School won its fourth 

game of  the 1972 season Friday night 
by downing Spalding 69-39, on the 
home floor. 

The Eagles jumped out to a 21-7 first 
quarter lead which they increased 
to 32-13, at the half  and 50-22 at the 
three-quarter mark. Elgin was led by 
Dennis Blair with 24 points and 25 
rebounds and Rueben Bergan who 
had 18 points and 15 rebounds. Dean 
Blyh chipped in 16 points.

Kathy Friedell has been named Pope 
John’s ‘Betty Crocker Homemaker of  
Tomorrow’ for 1972. She was chosen 
on the basis of  her score in a written 
knowledge and attitude examination 
taken by senior girls. 

She will receive a specially designed 
award charm, and is also eligible for 
state and national honors. 

Thirty Years Ago
January 22, 1992

“Friends of  the Elgin City Park” 
building fund totaled $5, 5333.58 as of  
Friday January 17. 

The goal of  the fund drive is to raise 
$12,000 for construction of  a new 
restroom and shower building at the 
city park. 

Kris Stuhr, 27, a native of  Elgin 
and a junior high teacher in Lincoln 
for the past four years, has a new 
address halfway around the world. 
Her move from Nebraska to the 
northeast coast of  Australia was part 
of  the Nebraska/Australia Exchange 
Program.  

Kris is teaching science grades 
seven through 10 at Richmond River 
High School in Lismore, Australia. 

She will live along the Beach at Bay, 
New South Wales. 

Twenty Years Ago
January 23, 2002

Receiving their awards for their 
years of  service during the Elgin 
Volunteer Fire Department Awards 
banquet were Alfred Beelart, Terry 
Henn, Don L. Poulsen, Jim Kittleson, 
Terry Riecks, Duane Esau, Brian 
Mack, Jim Eatherton, and Bob Moore. 

Fire destroyed a front end loader at 
the Ken Bode feedlot, five miles west 
and 2 1/12 miles north of  Elgin.The 
fire apparently started in the engine 
compartment of  the machine as Bode 
was starting to load out feed for the 
cattle.

By Jessie Reestman

Dear Editor,
I’d be lying if  I told anyone I did the best job 

at staying up to date with happenings from my 
alma mater. I heavily rely on what my parents 
and brother tell me as well as family and friends 
I still have teaching at Pope John and St. Boni-
face. Lately, the school has been in my heart often 
and in my prayers more so. As a teen, I took for 
granted how great of  an education I was given and 
the opportunities my experiences would grant me 
in the future. Looking back now, I see the legions 
of  people who called Pope John home who helped 
to form myself  and others into strong, faith-filled 
individuals. 

Recently, with the retirement of  Sr. Pat and 
the passing of  Terry Sweem, I’ve seen two who I 
would consider giants so far as the school’s history 
is concerned say a goodbye to the school family 
they devoted themselves so entirely to. To Sister 
Pat, I join so many others in saying thank you 
for the time you invested in 50 years of  youth in 
the Elgin community and surrounding area. You 
taught so much more than math, and your life les-
sons are of  the quality and caliber that I can only 
hope to instill in my own children and students. 
To Mr. Sweem, may God rest your soul. You built 
in my heart a love for fine arts that I still have 
today. You’ve inspired forensics coaches who have 
touched the lives of  students in Wayne, Pierce, 
Sutton, Grand Island, and surely many other 
places. I pray for the repose of  your soul and the 
souls of  all the faithfully departed. 

Those like Sr. Pat and Mr. Sweem made Pope 
John such a special place for me…and I will not 
doubt even for a second both would humbly deny 
the ENORMOUS impact they’ve had on the school. 

Letters
Former PJCC student says ‘God Bless Our School’

In their absence, the future of  Pope John is in ever 
capable hands…the hands of  the current teachers, 
the parents, the supporters, the priests, and most 
importantly the Holy Family. There is no doubt the 
time and energy invested in the school by these 
two and all who taught beside, before, and after 
them was meant to benefit students and families 
forever. May their influence at the school continue 
to fuel future success of  students at PJSB for eter-
nity!

Thank you, Sister Pat and Mr. Sweem, and God 
Bless our school! 

Jordan Engle
Principal, Grand Island Central Catholic
Superintendent, Diocese of  Grand Island 

In August 2020, our nation marked the 
100th anniversary of  the 19th Amendment’s 
ratification, which gave women the right to 
vote. This was the final victory in a decades-
long struggle by these visionary reformers.

The women’s suffrage movement succeed-
ed partly because it appealed to a promise 
our Founding Fathers made at the birth of  
our nation, but which remained unfulfilled 
until the 19th Amendment’s ratification: that 
all men – and women – are created equal.

Today, a different group of  reformers is 
fighting to fulfill another promise made in 
the Declaration of  Independence: the prom-
ise of  an unalienable right to life.

Every January for nearly 50 years, pro-life 
advocates have come together at the March 

for Life to defend that right. The first march 
in 1974 saw 20,000 attendees; this year, as 
many as 100,000 people will gather in Wash-
ington to support the right to life for all.

The March for Life took place on January 
21 this year, and those who attended had a 
lot to march for. To start, President Biden is 
asking the Senate to confirm an FDA com-
missioner who has revealed himself  to be an 
instrument of  the abortion lobby.

During his tenure as a prior FDA commis-
sioner under President Obama, Dr. Robert 
Califf  consistently opposed the right to life. 
Under his leadership, the FDA loosened 
restrictions on chemicals used in abortion 

Recognizing the March for Life

See FISCHER, Page Five

Just over 600 bills and constitution-
al amendments were introduced dur-
ing the 10-day bill introductory period 
for this legislative session. Currently, 
the various committees are in the 
process of  holding public hearings on 
every bill introduced. 

Senators gave second-round ap-
proval to LR 14 this past week. This 
resolution would serve as Nebraska’s 
application for a convention of  the 
states authorized under Article V 
of  the U.S. Constitution, to limit the 
power of  the federal government, 
impose fiscal restraints, and enact 
term limits for members of  Congress. 
Prior to receiving second-round ap-
proval, an amendment was adopted 
that would rescind the application in 
5 years. LR 14 is now ready for Final 
Reading.

Two bills that were heard before the 
Revenue Committee this past week, 
were advanced 
and scheduled 
for debate by 
the Legisla-
ture. In 2020, 
the Legislature 
passed LB 1107 
which created 
a refundable in-
come tax credit 
for a portion of  
property taxes 
paid to school 
districts. The 
funding for this 
program began 
at $125 million, 
with the intent 
to increase it to 
$375 million by 
the 4th year of  
the program. 
However, the in-
creased revenue the state has recently 
experienced has impacted the formu-
la and created higher funding levels 
than predicted.  LB 723 creates a floor 
for the amount of  the refundable 
income tax credit for property taxes 
paid to school districts, so that it’s not 
reduced below the current $548 mil-
lion in funding for this program.  

LB 825, introduced by Senator Brett 
Lindstrom, would exempt all Social 
Security income within a four-year 
period. Last year, Senator Lindstrom 
introduced LB 64 which phased out 
50% of  the tax on Social Security 
income by 2025 and included intent 
language to increase the percentage 
of  social security benefits that are 
excluded from the income tax to 100% 
by year 2030. LB 825 speeds up this 

LR 14 limit 
federal government
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drugs, a policy that led directly 
to the agency’s decision last 
year to allow access to on-
demand, mail-order abortion 
drugs. I will strongly oppose 
his nomination to lead the 
FDA.

The Supreme Court is also 
currently considering the case 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, which is 
focused on a Mississippi law 
that would limit abortion after 
15 weeks. The Justices heard 
oral arguments in the case on 
December 1 of  last year, and 

I was 
proud to 
join more 
than 200 
mem-
bers of  
Congress 
in send-
ing an 
amicus 
brief  to 
the Court 
on behalf  
of  Mis-
sissippi’s 
law.

Like 
many of  
my col-
leagues 
in Con-
gress, I 
am proud 

to be pro-life – and I am also 
proud to be pro-woman. These 
two things are not in conflict. 
Susan B. Anthony, one of  the 
most prominent suffragists 
and an early advocate for the 
abolition of  slavery, strongly 
opposed abortion.

After all these decades, in 
spite of  so much opposition 
from members of  the media, 
politicians, and left-wing activ-
ists, the pro-life movement 
is stronger than ever. This 
strength is partly thanks to the 
March for Life. But it is also 
thanks to amazing advance-
ments in modern medicine.

At the time Roe was decided, 
ultrasounds and sonograms 
had just been invented. Today, 
these technologies allow ex-
pectant mothers and fathers to 
see incredible pictures of  their 
unborn children, even after as 
few as eight weeks of  preg-
nancy. Babies’ hearts begin to 
beat after just six weeks. And 
new innovations have allowed 
children born long before the 
traditional point of  viability 
to not only survive outside the 
womb, but go on to live healthy 
lives.

Throughout all of  this time, 
the March for Life has been a 
constant presence, peacefully 
demonstrating each and every 
January for the right to life. I 
am proud to support the par-
ticipants as they marched for 
the 49th year in a row.

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

From Page Four
Fischer

process, exempting 40% 
this year and increasing 
the exemption by 20% 
annually until all social se-
curity benefits are exempt 
from taxation in year 2025. 

The public hearing was 
held this past week on LB 
773 before the Judiciary 
Committee. LB 773, re-
ferred to as the constitu-
tional carry legislation, 
allows anyone who isn’t 
otherwise prohibited by 
state law to carry a con-
cealed weapon without 
a permit in Nebraska. 
Persons wanting to carry 
a concealed weapon would 
no longer need to have a 
background check, com-
plete training, or pay the 
fee for a permit. Senator 
Tom Brewer, the sponsor 
of  LB 773, has already 
designated it as his prior-
ity bill. Representatives 
of  law enforcement testi-
fied against the bill at the 
public hearing, stating that 
it could jeopardize public 
safety and hinder their 
ability to seize illegal guns. 
Senator Brewer vowed to 
work with them to address 
their concerns.

LB 809 was heard before 
the Natural Resources 
Committee, on which I 
serve. Introduced by Sena-
tor Mike Moser, at the re-
quest of  the Nebraska De-
partment of  Environment 
and Energy, the legislation 
would amend the Drink-
ing Water State Revolving 
Fund Act and the Waste-
water Treatment Facilities 
Construction Assistance 
Act to better align the 
funds with the new provi-
sions of  the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act. 
The legislation increases 
the allowable amount of  
grant and loan forgiveness 
assistance to up to 75% 
of  eligible project costs 
for entities serving 10,000 
persons or less. 

This bill will help our 
smaller communities 
afford necessary modifi-
cations to their drinking 
water systems. 

As the public hearing 
process continues, I urge 
you to contact me with 
your thoughts and opin-
ions on bills that have been 
introduced. 

I can be reached at Dis-
trict #40, P.O. Box 94604, 
State Capitol, Lincoln, NE  
68509. My email address is 
tgragert@leg.ne.gov and 
my telephone number at 
the State Capitol is (402) 
471-2801. 

From Page Four
Gragert

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen

Stomach acid - a topic you think 
wouldn’t be too interesting, but let 
me tell you - I think a lack in stomach 

acid is at the 
root of  most 
peoples’ diges-
tive ailments. 
Yes, I said a 
lack of  stomach 
acid, not too 
much! 

This is a con-
versation I often 
have with a lot 
of  clients as we 
look into the 
root cause of  
digestive issues 
and nutrient 
deficiencies. 
Common symp-
toms of  low 
stomach acid 
include heart-
burn, burping, 
bloating, gas, 

and undigested food in the stool.
In conventional medicine, we are 

told that we all have too much stom-
ach acid, and that we need to sup-
press it by taking medication that 
will lower our stomach acid and fix 

our problems. There’s just one prob-
lem – in most cases, this is the exact 
opposite of  what we are supposed to 
do!

In order to digest food properly, we 
need adequate levels of  stomach acid. 
If  we don’t have enough, food isn’t 
broken down properly, which can lead 
to a variety of  issues. 

Here’s how digestion is supposed to 
work. It is a north to south process, 
starting with the brain when we see 
and smell food. It is important that we 
take a few breaths before each meal 
to get our digestive system ready to 
go. Then, once we start eating, we 
need to make sure we are chewing 
REALLY REALLY REALLY well so 
that we make it easier for our body 
to digest and absorb nutrients. After 
we swallow our food, it enters the 
stomach where it mixes with stomach 
acid to be further broken down. This 
is very important, as this step breaks 
the food down into a paste, and the 
acidity also triggers the food to be re-
leased into the small intestine where 
nutrient absorption occurs. Then, 
food moves into the large intestine 
and is finally eliminated.  

When we do not have enough 
stomach acid, this process doesn’t 

work smoothly. Usually what happens 
is that the food stays in our stomach 
longer than necessary and begins to 
ferment. The gas that rises is acidic 
(because there is some level of  acid-
ity in our stomach even if  we don’t 
have enough stomach acid) and that 
acidic gas interacts with our esopha-
gus, which we feel as heartburn or 
indigestion. 

Our stomach is equipped to handle 
acid; our esophagus is not, hence 
the uncomfortable feeling. Having 
food stay in our stomach can also be 
trouble for the esophageal sphincter, 
the separator between the esophagus 
and the stomach. 

So, we take acid-reducing pills to 
try and fix the problem. However, this 
“fix” is just treating the symptoms, 
not the root cause!

Not enough stomach acid can also 
interfere with the body’s ability to 
break down food properly and assimi-
late the nutrients from those foods as 
well. When you see undigested food in 
your stool, this is a sign of  low stom-
ach acid. Overtime, chronically not 
absorbing enough nutrients from the 
foods you are eating leads to nutrient 
deficiencies.

Other symptoms of  low stomach 

acid include feeling full quickly, 
bloating, and belching after meals. 
Basically, if  you have trouble with 
digestion, low stomach acid might be 
the problem!

Why is our stomach acid low? 
Besides our overuse of  acid-lowering 
medications, hurried eating, gut 
infections, too much exercise, ag-
ing, a diet rich in processed foods, 
and STRESS all have an effect on 
our stomach acid. Stress is the most 
important of  these factors, however. 
Stress also harms our gut lining, 
reduces our ability to digest food in 
general, and keeps our body from 
properly absorbing nutrients. Basi-
cally, if  you are stressed out and eat-
ing, your stomach acid and digestive 
system are probably taking a hit!

 If  you think that low stomach acid 
might be at the root cause of  your 
digestive aliments, you have a couple 
of  options.

First, focusing on digestive hygiene 
is key: taking five deep breaths before 
each meal, chewing your food super 
well, not drinking a ton of  liquids 
with your meals, and not eating while 
distracted (tv, phone, driving, etc).

Second, you can add apple cider 
vinegar and/or lemon juice to your 

water or take the two as a shot in the 
mornings (through a straw preferably 
to protect your teeth from the harsh 
acid). This will NOT increase your 
stomach acid levels, but it can help 
with stimulating digestion.

Lastly, the other option is to take 
stomach acid in pill form, otherwise 
known as Betaine HCl, with each 
meal that contains protein. However, 
do NOT take Betaine HCl if  you take 
NSAIDs (anti-inflammatories) on a 
regular basis, as NSAIDs harm your 
gut lining and make an environment 
in the gut that doesn’t pair well with 
HCl. We would need to address other 
factors of  digestion first. 

Betaine HCl usually comes in high 
milligram capsules, which is why I al-
ways recommend discussing this with 
your practitioner to make sure you 
start with the appropriate dose for 
you. Plus, many people need to start 
with upper GI healing first before 
supplemental HCl.

If  you want more reading on the 
subject, I cannot recommend this 
book enough: Why Stomach Acid is 
Good For You by Jonathan V. Wright 
and Lane Lenard. It provides research 
and more information on everything 
we discussed today! 

Good digestion is about chewing food really well

Northeast Community Col-
lege in Norfolk has released 
the President’s Honor List and 
Deans’ Honor List.

To be named to the Presi-
dent’s Honor List, students 
must earn a grade point aver-
age of  4.0 and be enrolled for at 
least 12 credit hours. Students 
named to the Deans’ Honor 
List must have earned a grade 
point average of  3.75 or above 
and be enrolled for at least 12 
credit hours.

Students named to the Presi-
dent’s Part-Time list attained 
a 4.0 grade point average while 
taking at least six credit hours, 
students named to the Deans’ 

Northeast Community College announces honors lists
Part-Time list earned a grade 
point average of  3.75 or above 
while taking at least six credit 
hours.

PRESIDENT’S HONOR LIST 
- Full-Time, Fall 2021

Neligh – Aubrie Klabenes.
DEANS’ HONOR LIST-Full-

time, Fall 2021
Clearwater – Taylor Bolling, 

Codey Snider.
Oakdale – Theanna Dunn.
Petersburg – Drew Thomp-

son.
PRESIDENT’S HONOR 

LIST—Part-time, Fall 2021
Bartlett – Clay Patrick.
Clearwater – Colton Wright.
Neligh – Aspen Bennier, Me-

gan Funk, Talon Krebs.
DEAN’S HONOR LIST Part-

Time, Fall 2021
Neligh – Emily Mlnarik.
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Was last week 
an aberration?

Was there something in the air last 
week? Something that would make 
the normal become abnormal?

Astute fans who watched the 
Wolfpack boys and girls basketball 
teams play back-to-back games 
Thursday and Friday could have 
reason to ponder those questions.

If  you’re looking for evidence 
without any clues, then consider 
these night moves.

The Wolfpack girls faced Plainview. 
Two good teams playing here in Elgin, 
one might expect a close game to be 
won by the Wolfpack, right?

Wrong, not even close. The Lady 
Pirates put 40 on the Wolfpack in the 
first half  and end up winning the 
game 68 to 43. 

You can go seasons and not see 
a team put up 40 in two quarters 
against an Eisenhauer-coached team. 
If  there’s one thing the Wolfpack do 
as well or better than most teams in 
this area, it’s play defense. But, on 
this night they Lady Pirates did just 
that. Plainview made just under 50 
percent of  their field goal attempts 
and sank all but two of  their 18 free 
throws in the game.

At the other end of  the court, the 
Wolfpack put 
up just 32 shots 
the whole game. 
Sometimes they 
have come close 
to doubling that 
number, but not 
this time.

Fortunately 
for the EPPJ 
faithful, it was 
a one game 
aberration. The 
Wolfpack came 
back Friday to 
defeat Atkinson 
West Holt. 
The defense 
limited the Lady 
Huskies to just 
seven second 
half  points.

And for the Wolfpack boys? Against 
Plainview Thursday night they could 
do nothing wrong. 

They scored and they scored and 
they scored, racking up 86 points and 
limiting the Pirates to just 38. And, 
in case you are curious, it wasn’t that 
close. The Pirates managed just 19 
points in both the first and second 
half.

If  there was an opportunity to top 
the century mark, it was this game as 
the Wolfpack reserves were matching 
the starters with points. Again, 
numbers tell the story. EPPJ made 
35 of  48 shots in the game. That’s 
way, way over 50 percent. Another 
astonishing statistic was assists as 
the team recorded 28. 

Then, riding the confidence that 
comes with having gone more than 
a month without a loss (the last was 
to Elkhorn Valley on Dec. 14), EPPJ 
went to West Holt and couldn’t handle 
the Huskies.

The Wolfpack just didn’t get the 
job done and allowed the Huskies to 
gain some confidence of  their own. A 
quick start by the Huskies gave them 
the halftime lead. Then, playing lights 
out in the third quarter, the Huskies 
put 25 on the scoreboard, outscoring 
EPPJ by 10.

Again, you have to have been there 
to understand what I’m about to say 
next. The officiating was horrendous 
in the second half. It reminded me of  
the playground games of  my college 
days where the game was played 
with the idea “no blood, no foul.” 
Numerous times blatant assault and 
battery was taking place against our 
boys near the rim with no whistles 
being blown. 

One might respond by saying it was 
that way for both teams. Again you 
would have to be there to judge, but I 
think not. 

Having said all that, players 
win games. You play through the 
officiating to find a way to win. On 
Friday night, at West Holt, we just 
couldn’t find a way to win.

I read somewhere that sports are 
not about wins and losses. Instead, 
you win or you learn. Losses show 
areas which you need to improve 
upon.

With just two losses, all of  the 
team’s goals are still in front of  them. 
And then there’s the postseason. 

Better to get past the speed bumps 
now than in late February.

Go Pack!
*****

Again, something in the air? Three 
of  the four NFL playoff  games were 
won by the underdog. Only Patrick 
Mahomes and the Chiefs got out of  
weekend unscathed.

It sets up some oddball games this 
weekend. The Chiefs, at home, will 
be heavy favorites against Cincinnati 
and QB Joe Burrow. You know, 
Burrow’s the quarterback who wasn’t 
good enough to play for Nebraska. 

The other game will be the Niners 

See TALES, Page Seven

ATKINSON — A close game 
entering the final quarter, Elgin 
Public-Pope John pulled away late to 
defeat West Holt 39 to 27 in NVC girls 
basketball action Friday night.

Leading 28 to 23 with eight minutes 
to play, the Wolfpack’s tight defense 
limited the Lady Huskies to just two 
points the rest of  the way to earn the 
victory.

Coming just one day after suffering 
a double-digit loss to Plainview, 
the Wolfpack returned to the win 
column by doing what they do best, 
playing pressure defense to force 
their opponents into bad shots which 
bounce off  the rim time and time 

NELIGH — A depleted Wolfpack 
wrestling team competed Saturday at 
the Neligh-Oakdale Invite Saturday.

Just two male wrestlers and one 
female wrestler competed for the 
Wolfpack against a loaded field 
consisting of  a large number of  
Northeast Nebraska schools.

In the boys competition, competing 

ELGIN — Nine of  the 11 Wolfpack 
players who suited up Thursday night 
found their way into the scorer’s book 
in an 86 to 38 victory over Plainview.

On a night when Elgin Public-
Pope John could have easily eclipsed 
the 100-point mark, Coach Michael 
Becker’s team put together some 
gawdy offensive numbers.

They connected on 35 of  48 field 
goal attempts (two and three-point 
attempts) and were a strong 11 of  17 
from the free throw line.

Most of  the field goals were in 
the form of  layups or shots ranging 
no more than 10 feet away from the 
basket.

The Wolfpack’s front court players 
(Colton Wright, Nick Anderson, Blake 
Henn and Dylon Lueking) accounted 
for 51 points, led by Wright with 21 
points on 10 of  12 shooting.

Equally effective was the backcourt 
led by Paiton Hoefer. The junior had 
two treys and finished with 16 points. 
Guard Jack Wemhoff  dished out a 
team-high eight assists. According to 

the official team statistics, EPPJ had 
28 assists in the game.

The victory improved the 
Wolfpack’s record to 14-1. Their last 
loss coming to Elkhorn Valley on Dec. 
14.

EPPJ 86, Plainview 38
Pirates……………….8   11  14    5 — 38
Wolfpack……………25  25  25  11 — 86
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 7-9 1-3 15, Jack 
Wemhoff 2-3 0-0 5, Gage Thiessen 2-2 
1-1 6, Paiton Hoefer 6-9 2-2 16, Austin 
Good 3-3 0-0 6, Myles Kittelson 0-1 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 1-1 0-0 2, Nick 
Anderson 1-3 3-6 5, Colton Wright 10-
12 1-1 21, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon 
Lueking 3-5 3-4 10. Team totals: 35-48 
11-17 86. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
5-9 (Paiton Hoefer 2, Jack Wemhoff, 
Gage Thiessen, Dylon Lueking).
Rebounds — Wolfpack 26 (Nick 
Anderson 6). Assists — Wolfpack 28 
(Jack Wemhoff 8, Dylon Lueking 5). 
Steals — Wolfpack 13 (Dylon Lueking 
3). Turnovers — Wolfpack 7.

For EPPJ, points come easy
in big win over Plainview 

EPPJ’s ‘D’ shuts down Lady Huskies
again.

“We really stressed defense at 
halftime,” Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
said about the game. “The girls kind 
of  got after them in the second half. 
I want us to play shutdown defense 
and just get after it and our girls 
responded.”

In the fourth quarter, EPPJ put 
together an 11-0 run over the first 7.5 
minutes. Sophomore Ashlynne Charf  
did much of  the damage inside with 
seven points, the last two coming on 
free throws with under a minute to 
play. Junior Skyler Meis had all four 

of  her points in the quarter. West 
Holt’s only basket came from Maci 
Nemetz with 35 seconds left on the 
clock.

The Wolfpack’s big finish contrasted 
with their play in the first half  as 
EPPJ miscues and Husky baskets 
gave them a 20 to 18 lead at halftime.

In the third quarter the Wolfpack 
hit their stride. Keyera Eisenhauer 
hit a trey and added two free throws 
for five points in the quarter, Charf  
had four and Kaylee Ramold added 

EPPJ wrestlers
shine at N-O
Invitational

See INVITE, Page Seven

See WIN, Page Eight

Shown here beating her opponent to a loose ball, Taylynne Charf kept the Wolfpack 
close to West Holt by making three treys in the first half. E-R photo/DMorgan

Sam Hemenway grimaces as he re-
cords a pin at Neligh Saturday. E-R pho-
to/DMorgan

Freshman Sara Bode came off the 
bench to play some quality minutes Fri-
day night. E-R photo/DMorgan

Eyeing the ball on defense were Wolfpack players (front to back): Gage Thiessen, 
Dylon Lueking and Myles Kittelson. E-R photo/DMorgan

Getting the job done on defense were Nick Anderson (l) and Blake Henn (r). EPPJ 
held the Pirates to 19 points in each half. E-R photo/DMorgan
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and the L.A. Rams. San 
Francisco has already twice 
beaten the Rams this season 
and hold a six-game winning 
streak over them. 

The game is in L.A. and 
home field has to mean 
something, right? 

I’m thinking the Rams and 
Chiefs in the Super Bowl. 

*****
I learned last week I had a 

mistake in a cutline under 
a photo of  Dylon Lueking. 
It said that he scored 13 
points against Winside. It 
was actually 16 points which 
the story had correct. It’s 
corrected now.

From Page Six
Tales

ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
boys JV team cruised to a 55 
to 23 victory over Plainview 
Thursday night. Leading the 
scoring parade was junior 
Camryn Pelster who scored 
14 points. Others in the 
scoring column were Dylon 
Lueking 12, Hudson Napier 
and Gage Thiessen 5 apiece, 
Taylor Beckman and Myles 
Kittelson each with 4, Kellan 
Hoefer and Corbin Kinney 
3 apiece, Dylan Kolm and 
Austin Hinkle each had 2.

On Friday night, West 
Holt handed the Wolfpack a 
rare loss, 56 to 43. Leading 
EPPJ was Thiessen with 11 
points followed by Lueking 8, 

Kittelson 7, Pelster 6, Kolm 5, 
Hoefer 3 and Kinney 2.
Girls

EPPJ defeated Plainview 
31 to 23 in girls JV action 
Thursday night. Ellie 
Ruterbories led the Wolfpack 
with 8 points followed by 
Maddie Kolm, Kate Furstenau 
and Callie Heithoff  each with 
6 points, Sara Bode added 5.

On Friday night the 
Wolfpack picked up a road 
victory, 33 to 15, over West 
Holt. Furstenau led the 
victors with 9 points followed 
by Kolm and Bode each 
with 6, Busteed 5, Heithoff  
4, Trissa Russell 2 and Ellie 
Ruterbories 1.

Wolfpack JV basketball scores

for EPPJ were Samuel 
Hemenway and David Durre.

Hemenway increased his 
victory total to 14 with a pinn 
over Keyton Kampa of  BRLD. 
The pin came at 1:53. Earlier, 
he appeared ready to win his 
first match when Pleasanton’s 
Grant Hawkins found a way to 
pin the Wolfpack sophomore in 
the third period.

Hemenway’s last match 
was against Franklin’s Jacob 
Harrison. Hemenway lost a 
major decision, 13 to 3.

At 220 pounds, Wolfpack 
junior David Durre injured 
his shoulder in an opening 
round loss to Fullerton’s 
Jerrod Land. After being seen 
by a trainer, Durre took to the 
mat again and this time came 
up victorious, pinning Kaleb 
Roe of  Kenesaw. That would 
be the last match for Durre 
as he forfeited his next match 
(medical).

In the girls division, the 
lone Wolfpack wrestler 
Isabella Smidt placed fifth in 
the 185-pound division. After 
being pinned in her first two 
matches, Smidt came back to 
win by pin in the fifth place 
match over Boone Central’s 
Belle Brodersen. Smidt’s 
record is now 8-6.

Results of  contested matches 
were:

From Page Six
Invite

Boys
195 pounds — Champ. 

Round 1 - Grant Hawkins 
(Pleasanton) 16-10 won by 
fall over Samuel Hemenway 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 14-
12 (Fall 5:17); Cons. Round 2 
- Hemenway won by fall over 
Keyton Kampa (Bancroft-
Rosalie-Lyons-Decatur) 12-10 
(Fall 1:53); Cons. Round 3 - 
Jacob Harrison (Franklin) 22-9 
won by major decision over 
Hemenway (MD 13-3)

220 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Jerrod Land (Fullerton ) 17-16 
won by fall over David Durre 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 
3-9 (Fall 3:15); Cons. Round 
2 - Durre won by fall over 
Kaleb Roe (Kenesaw) 2-13 (Fall 
1:45); Cons. Round 3 - Landon 
Redding (Bancroft-Rosalie-
Lyons-Decatur) 6-11 won by 
medical forfeit over Durre
Girls

185 — Semifinal - Ashlynn 
Whitley (BRLD Girls) 9-11 won 
by fall over Isabella Smidt 
(Elgin/Pope John Girls) 8-6 
(Fall 1:01); Cons. Semi - Grace 
Ciancio (Fullerton Girls) 
7-9 won by fall over Smidt 
(Fall 2:06); 5th Place Match - 
Smidt won by fall over Belle 
Brodersen (Boone Central 
Girls) 11-11 (Fall 3:13)

SUMMERLAND — The Wolfpack had four wrestlers compete 
Thursday night at the NVC Duals meet held at Summerland High 
School.

Individual results of  contested matches were:
West Holt 42, EPPJ 18 
138 pounds - Asher McCart (West Holt ) over Jack Barlow 

(Elgin Public Pope John ) Fall 2:32
EPPJ 18, Niobrara/Verdigre 6 
285 - Beau Hrbek (Niobrara/Verdigre) over David Durre (Elgin 

Public Pope John ) Fall 2:30
Elkhorn Valley 51, EPPJ 12
126 - Nathan Halsey (Elkhorn Valley ) over Carter Beckman 

(Elgin Public Pope John ) TB-1 5-3
138 - Tristan Smith (Elkhorn Valley ) over Jack Barlow (Elgin 

Public Pope John ) Fall 0:56
220 - David Durre (Elgin Public Pope John ) over Paxton 

Cleveland (Elkhorn Valley ) Fall 1:17

At the NVC duals last week, Wolfpack wrestler David Durre pinned Paxton Cleveland of Elkhorn Valley in 1:17. Photo submitted

Wolfpack wrestlers win dual over Niobrara/Verdigre at NVC meet

Isabella Smidt (r) works to get the upper hand against Ashlynn Whit-
ley of BRLD. E-R photo/DMorgan
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one.
“We came out in the second 

half  and did better,” Charf  
said. She had a big night, 
hitting five of  six field goal 
attempts, a perfect seven 
of  seven free throws for 17 
points. She also led the team in 
rebounds, steals and assists.

Taylynne Charf ’s long-range 
shooting kept the Wolfpack 
in the game in the first half  
as she was a perfect three-for-
three from behind the three-
point arc. 

EPPJ 39, West Holt 27
Wolfpack……..8  10  10  11 — 39
Huskies……...14  6    5    2 — 27
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 
3-8 0-0 9, Ashlynne Charf 5-6 
7-7 17, Skyler Meis 2-7 0-2 4, 
Kaylee Ramold 0-2 1-2 1, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 2-8 2-2 8, Maddie 
Kolm 0-2 0-0 0, Sara Bode 0-1 
0-0 0. Team totals: 12-34 10-
13 39. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 5-12 (Taylynne Charf 3, 
Keyera Eisenhauer 2). West Holt 
team totals: 9-43 7-10 27. Three-
point shots — Huskies 2-16.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 35 
(Ashlynne Charf 14, Kaylee 
Ramold 7), Huskies 23. Assists 
— Wolfpack 10 (Skyler Meis 3, 
Ashlynne Charf 3), Huskies 4. 
Steals — Wolfpack 8 (Ashlynne 
Charf 3), Huskies 15. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 24, Huskies 18.

From Page Six
Win

ELGIN — Sometimes a 
team just has your number. 
That might explain Thursday 
night’s 68 to 43 loss to 
Plainview’s Lady Pirates.

The Wolfpack’s third loss 
of  the season came to a team 
which could seemingly do no 
wrong in the game.

Coming into the game, the 
Wolfpack were without their 
top reserve Brenna Martinsen 
who had a cast on her ankle. 
It’s doubtful that would have 
changed the outcome of  this 
game. Plainview was 22 of  45 
in field goals; EPPJ was just 13 
of  32. And, Plainview made 16 
of  18 free throws; EPPJ was 15 
of  21.

“We just didn’t have 
anything go our way,” Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer said about 
the loss.

ATKINSON — Everything 
went right for the Huskies 
Friday night as they handed 
EPPJ just their second loss of  
the season, 54 to 40.

Coming into the game with 
a record under .500, West Holt 
established control of  the 
game early and rode a wave of  
momentum to the victory.

Led by senior Jakeem 
Brown’s two treys, the Huskies 
opened up a 15 to 10 lead in the 
first quarter. The Wolfpack 
got four points from Colton 
Wright, Blake Henn had three 
and Jack Wemhoff  had the 
team’s only trey.

Henn’s second field goal of  
the game, early in the second 
quarter cut their lead to 15 to 
12. Brown added four points 
to boost the lead back to seven 
points. 

The teams then traded 
baskets before Wright scored 
inside to cut the lead to 24 to 19 
just before halftime.

The second half  belonged to 
the Huskies. As Wolfpack fans 
looked on, the game became 
a rough-and-tumble affair. It 
was as if  the officials put their 
whistles away when EPPJ had 
the ball.

Give the Huskies credit, 
they put together the biggest 
scoring quarter against the 
Wolfpack, scoring 25 in the 
third quarter.

Brown & Co. picked up 
right where they left off, 
maintaining their lead. Wright 
had the first six points for 
EPPJ, cutting the lead to five 
points, 30 to 25, with 4:43 left in 
the quarter.

From that point on, the 
Huskies would outscore the 
Wolfpack 19 to five to take a 49 
to 34 lead. West Holt put on a 
10 to zero run to close out the 
quarter.

EPPJ started the fourth 
quarter by scoring the first six 
points to cut West Holt’s lead 
to nine points 49 to 40. After 
that, the Wolfpack was held 
scoreless for the final 3:32 of  
the game.

“We just couldn’t quite 
get over the hump down the 
stretch,” Becker said about 
the loss. “We did a good job of  
battling back, but we gave them 
some easy ones at the rim ... We 
just struggled to finish some 
shots.”

Wright led EPPJ with 18 
points and pulled down a team-
high six rebounds.

The Wolfpack (14-2) made 18 
of  48 field goal attempts and 
were cold from the free throw 
line, making just two of  nine.

West Holt 54, EPPJ 40
Wolfpack………10  9  15  6 — 40
Huskies………..15  9  25  5 — 54
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 3-5 1-6 
7, Jack Wemhoff 1-8 0-0 3, Gage 
Thiessen 1-4 0-0 2, Paiton Hoefer 
3-9 0-1 7, Austin Good 0-4 1-2 1, 
Myles Kittelson 0-0 0-0 0, Camryn 

Huskies hand EPPJ rare defeat 54 to 40

Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 
1-4 0-0 2, Colton Wright 9-14 0-0 
18, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon 
Lueking 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 
18-48 2-9 40. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 2-9 (Jack Wemhoff, 
Paiton Hoefer).

Rebounds — Wolfpack 15 
(Colton Wright 6). Assists — 
Wolfpack 13 (Dylon Lueking 3, 
Jack Wemhoff 3, Paiton Hoefer 
3). Steals — Wolfpack 14 (Paiton 
Hoefer 4). Turnovers — Wolfpack 
11.

Lady Pirates surprise
Wolfpack 68 to 43

The Wolfpack surrendered 
40 points in the first half. At 
the other end of  the court, 
EPPJ struggled to keep pace. 
Ashlynne Charf  had five 
points in the first quarter. 
Taylynne Charf  led EPPJ 
with five points in the second 
quarter.

Down by 23 points to start 
the second half, the Wolfpack 
put together a great third 
quarter by scoring 17 points. 
Plainview kept pace, scoring 16 
to lead 56 to 34 heading into the 
fourth quarter.

Ashlynne Charf  led the 
Wolfpack with 23 points on 
seven of  11 shooting and eight 
of  12 free throws.

Plainview 68, Wolfpack 43
Pirates……...20  20  16  12 — 68
Wolfpack…....9    8   17    9 — 43
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Ellie 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Taylynne 
Charf 1-2 7-8 9, Ashlynne Charf 
7-11 8-12 23, Baylee Busteed 
0-0 0-0 0, Skyler Meis 1-6 0-0 3, 
Kaylee Ramold 1-2 0-1 2, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3-8 0-0 6, Maddie 
Kolm 0-1 0-0 0, Kate Furstenau 
0-0 0-0 0, Sara Bode 0-2 0-0 0. 
Team totals: 13-32 15-21 43. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
2-5 (Skyler Meis, Ashlynne 
Charf). Plainview team totals: 22-
45 16-18 68. Three-point shots 
— Plainview 8-19.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 19 
(Ashlynne Charf 7), Plainview 25. 
Assists — Wolfpack 4 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3), Plainview 12. 
Steals — Wolfpack 7 (Taylynne 
Charf 2, Maddie Kolm 2), 
Plainview 9. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 20, Plainview 12.

Austin Good (5) got airborne on this play denying the West Holt play-
er a clear look at the basket. E-R photo/DMorgan

Skyler Meis attempted a reverse 
layup against Plainview Thurs-
day night. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Earlier this month, Elgin Pub-
lic Schools was the recipient of 
a donation, a big donation. Kelli 
Sanne, administrative assistant 
at Upstream Wind Energy, pre-
sented a check for $1,000 to El-
gin Public School. Accepting the 
check was EPS Principal Greg 
Wemhoff. Photo submitted

Invenergy
makes check
presentation

to EPS

The Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation (NSHSF) 
will launch a statewide travel adventure program on “National 
Plan Your Vacation Day”, Tuesday, January 25, 2022.  This pro-
gram encourages travelers to visit Nebraska museums, librar-
ies, parks, and other historical points of  interest in order to win 
participation prizes along the way. To provide additional support 
to historical organizations in Nebraska, the program will em-
phasize a commitment to awareness and the economic growth of  
Nebraska communities, and highlight Statewide Grants Program 
winners by giving them an additional opportunity for media 
exposure and increased tourism.

In 2021, the NSHSF launched the Statewide Grants Program. 
The foundation awarded almost $17,000 to 20 historical societies, 
museums and local libraries in 18 counties. Statewide Grant Pro-
gram winners have been invited to participate in the WanderList 
program in 2022. They are: Bess Streeter Aldrich Foundation, 
Buffalo County Historical Society, Custer County Historical Soci-
ety, Dakota County Historical Society, El Museo Latino, Fairmont 
Public Library, Gothenburg Historical Museum, Haigler Commu-
nity Foundation, Hemingford Public Library, Indianola Public Li-
brary, Lied Lincoln Township Library, Lincoln County Historical 
Society, Long Pine Heritage Society, Merrick County Historical 
Society, Robert Henri Museum, Sarpy County Museum, Saun-
ders County Historical Society, Seven Valleys Historical Society, 
Thomas County Historical Society, and the Wayne County His-
torical Association.

NSHS Foundation launches
‘‘WanderList’ on Vacation
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners

ANTELOPE COUNTY Setting 
Public Hearing Date

***** By motion of Board the fol-
lowing is recessed till February 

1st, 2022 at 10:00 AM****
WHEREAS, the Antelope 

County Board of Commissioners 
received a petition to consider 
the vacation or abandonment of 
west half (½) mile of 848th Road 
east of 529th Avenue between 
Section 20 and 29.  The road is 
located between Sections 20 and 

Public Hearing Recessed — Antelope County Commissioners
29, Townships 25 North, Range 5 
West of the 6th Principal Merid-
ian, Antelope County Nebraska.

WHEREAS, a written report 
of the use of the road has been 
completed by the Highway Su-
perintendent and is filed with the 
County Clerk.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the Board of Com-
missioners of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, that a public hearing 

date be set for 10:30 A.M. the 4th 
day of January, 2022 to consider 
whether or not to vacate or aban-
don said road.  The County Clerk 
is hereby directed to send copies 
of this resolution by registered or 
certified mail to the abutting and 
adjacent landowners in Antelope 
County.
PUBLISH: January 12, 19 & 26, 
2022
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
SECTION 00 10 00
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of “Ashfalls North for 
Antelope and Knox County,” 
JEO Project No. 211438.00, 
QuestCDN No. 8097635, will be 
received by the County Clerk at 
501 Main Street, Rm. 6, PO Box 
26, Neligh, NE 68756, until 9:30 
AM on the 1st day of February 
2022, and thereafter will be read 
aloud.

The work is generally de-
scribed as follows: bridge re-
placement.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$950,000.00

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project.

All Proposals for said con-
struction work must be made on 

blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security to 
be made payable to the Treasur-
er of Antelope County, Nebraska 
as liquidated damages in case 
the bid is accepted and the bid-
der neglects or refuses, to enter 
into contract and furnish bond in 
accordance herewith.

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-

enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact us 
at 402.371.6416. In order to bid 
the project, the contract docu-
ments must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.
ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

CHARLIE HENERY, 
Board Chairperson

ATTEST: LISA PAYNE, Clerk
PUBLISH: January 12, 19 & 26, 
2022

Notice — Estate of L. Nadene Hughes
NOTICE

Estate of L. NADENE 
HUGHES, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
January 18, 2022, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR22-
2, Dennis A. Hughes, whose 
mailing address is 3000 SW 
72nd, Lincoln, NE 68532, and 
Dawn E. Zieg, whose mailing 
address is 4411 Eagle Ridge 
Road, Lincoln, NE 68516, have 

been appointed as co-personal 
representatives of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on 
or before March 28, 2022 or be 
forever barred.

/s/ Jeffrey M. Doerr
Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821

Attorney for Applicants
PUBLISH: January 26, February 
2 & 9, 2022
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, NE-
BRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF FEBRUARY, 2022
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

February 1, 2022 at 9:00 AM

February 8, 2022 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 

include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: January 26, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
January 18, 2022

The Elgin City Council met 
in special session on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2022, at 11:30 a.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the 
meeting to order, and announced 
the location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 

were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, 
Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during normal 
business hours at the City Clerk’s 
office.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

Municipal Supply, Inc. radio 
read meters

Freezeless heated yard 
hydrants for campgrounds

Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 7, 
2022.

Special Meeting adjourned at 
12:26 p.m.

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: January 26, 2022
ZNEZ

PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE 
& OFFICES TO BE FILLED 
BY ELECTION AND FILING 

DEADLINES
I, Lisa Payne, Antelope County 

Clerk/Election Commissioner, 
hereby give notice of the of-
fices to be filled by election that 
will appear on the 2022 Primary 
Election Ballot to be held May 
10TH, 2022, in Antelope County, 
Nebraska, as per State Statute 
32-601.  Notice is also given that 
the filing deadline for such offices 
are:  February 15, 2022 for in-
cumbents and March 1, 2022 for 
non-incumbents.  An incumbent 
is anyone serving in an elec-
tive office, even if they are fil-
ing for an office other than the 
one in which they are present-
ly serving, these individuals 
are required to file by February 
15, 2022.

Name of offices for the Primary 
Election (Vote for One unless 
otherwise indicated):  PARTISAN 
OFFICES:

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE – 
For Representative in Congress 
– District 3 - 2-year term.  STATE 
OFFICES – (4-year terms un-
less indicated) – For Governor; 
For Secretary of State; For State 
Treasurer; For Attorney General; 
For Auditor of Public Accounts. 
6-year term - For Public Service 
Commissioner – District 4.

OTHER STATE OFFICES – 
NONPARTISAN (4-year terms 

unless indicated) –For Member of 
the Legislature – District 40; For 
Member of State Board of Edu-
cation – District 6 ; For University 
of Nebraska Board of Regents 
District 6 - 6 year term; Northeast 
Community College For Board of 
Governors-District 1; Lower Elk-
horn Natural Resource District 
For Board Of Directors – Sub-
district 1; Lower Elkhorn Natural 
Resource District At Large for 
Board of Directors – At Large;  
Upper Elkhorn Natural Resource 
District For Board of Directors - 
Sub-districts 5, 6, and 7 and Up-
per Elkhorn Natural Resource 
District For Board of Directors - 
At Large; Nebraska Public Power 
District – Sub-division 10, 6-year 
term.

COUNTY PARTISAN OFFIC-
ES (vote for 1 unless indicated 
– all 4-year term) – For County 
Assessor; For Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court; For County Treasurer; 
For County Sheriff; For County 
Attorney; For County Clerk; For 
County Surveyor; For County 
Commissioner Districts 1, 3, and 
5; COUNTY NONPARTISAN OF-
FICES – Antelope County Airport 
Authority Board Member - 6-year 
term; Antelope County Weed Au-
thority – vote for up to 2; 

CITY OFFICES (4-year term 
unless indicated) – City of Neligh 
– Mayor (Vote for One), Council 
Members At Large (Vote for up to 
Two); City of Tilden – 4 year term 

– Mayor (Vote for One), Council 
Members At Large (Vote for up 
to Three); City of Elgin – 4 year 
term – Mayor (Vote for One), 
Council Members – Ward 1 (Vote 
for One), Ward 2 (Vote for One); 
ANTELOPE COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS FOR BOARD MEM-
BER (4 year terms unless indi-
cated) (Class III) (Vote for up to 
Three unless otherwise indicat-
ed) Summerland Public School; 
Neligh/Oakdale Public School; 
Elgin Public School;  

OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
WITHIN ANTELOPE COUNTY 
4-year terms (Class III) (Vote for 
up to Three unless otherwise in-
dicated) Boone Central Schools; 
Plainview Public School; Creigh-
ton Public School; Elkhorn Valley 
Public School.

 Notice is also given that the 
2022 General Election will be 
held on November 8th, 2022 and 
the 

2022 General Election filing 
deadlines are: July 15, 2022 for 
incumbents and August 1, 2022 
for non-incumbents. 

Contact the Antelope County 
Clerk’s office at 402-887-4410 if 
you have questions.

Dated this 26TH day of Janu-
ary, 2022.

Lisa Payne
Antelope County Clerk/Election 

Commissioner
PUBLISH: January 26, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Election — Antelope County Election Commissioner

Support Your Local Merchants!
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The Nebraska Press Asso-
ciation (NPA) has launched a 
new public website to provide 
greater public access and 
notification to the workings 
of  all government entities and 
courts in Nebraska.  The web-
site – www.nepublicnotices.
com – is a cooperative effort of  
all Nebraska newspapers and 
is managed through the NPA.

The free-access website was 
initiated in June 2021.  Cur-
rently there are over 90,000 
notices on the site and more 
are posted each day. 

The notices are fully search-
able by keyword, type of  
notice, by date, by publica-
tion, by county ,or by city or 
village.   

After public notices appear 
in print in newspapers – as re-
quired by state statutes, they 
are then uploaded by newspa-
pers to the website within 24 

Nebraska newspapers launch statewide public notice website
to 48 hours of  publication.

The executive director of  the 
Nebraska Press Association, 
Dennis DeRossett, said the 
newspapers across Nebraska 
funded development of  the site, 
as well as all costs involved 
with hosting and maintaining 
it;  there is no additional cost 
to any government entity or 
court for notices to appear on 
this website. 

Amy Johnson, owner and 
publisher of  the Springview 
Herald and current board 
president of  NPA, said, “This 
project has come together 
extremely well because Ne-
braska’s newspapers are com-
mitted to the belief  that public 
notices are an essential part of  
the foundation of  a democracy. 
Through public notices, units 
of  government at all levels 
notify taxpayers when, where 
and how they conduct the pub-

lic’s business.  Nebraskans get 
their local news and informa-
tion from printed newspapers 
and digital platforms and this 
new statewide public notice 
website enables a larger audi-
ence to have access to this 
important information.” 

DeRossett said the goal is to 
have 100% of  all public no-
tices in Nebraska to be on the 
website after first appearing in 
print, which establishes the le-
gal basis for statutory publish-
ing requirements.  

“Through the cooperation 
of  all newspapers across the 
state, and using advances in 
technology, we are confident 
we can achieve this self-
imposed benchmark by June 
2022 – the first anniversary 
date of  the site.  To back up 
its commitment to provide for 
expanded accessibility of  pub-
lic notices, the NPA board of  

directors recently amended its 
bylaws that makes compliance 
with uploading to the website a 
condition of  membership.”

Johnson added, “The ag-
gregation of  all public notices 
from the units of  government 
and courts in all 93 Nebraska 
counties did not exist before 
now.

Most people may only be 
affected by or concerned with 
notices from their local com-
munity but having access to all 
notices statewide is a valuable 
resource in many ways.”  

As an example, she said, 
bid notices will now get wider 
exposure which could result 
in more bidders for projects 
and possibly more competitive 
pricing.   

She added, “whether it’s a 
notice of  a meeting or public 
hearing, or an ordinance that 
changes zoning requirements, 

or a request for bids, these 
involve use of  taxpayer dol-
lars.  Public notices are the key 
in providing that information 
from the unit of  government 
back to the taxpayers.”

DeRossett said that state 
statutes spell out publication 
requirements for public notices 
to appear in newspapers, as 
well as rates newspapers can 

charge.  “Public notices are not 
just advertising – they are an 
integral part of  a legal process 
of  notification and account-
ability by units of  government, 
and the courts, to the taxpay-
ers.  I’m proud of  the commit-
ment Nebraska newspapers 
have made to ensure public 
notices are available to all citi-
zens of  Nebraska.”

Persons can now go to a new website to find public notices. The website – www.nepublicnotices.com – is a cooperative effort of all Nebraska 
newspapers and is managed through the NPA. Photo courtesy of the Nebraska Press Association
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Shop at Home!

Wheeler Central will host CWC vs. St. Edward  basketball 
games Thursday night in Bartlett. The evening will also include 
Parents night, a “Cheer Clinic” performance and Wheeler 
Central Teammates Mentor Appreciation Night. 

Our thoughts and prayers are lifted up for the family of  JoEllyn 
Clouse of  Bartlett  who died this past weekend. She was 91.

My husband has been studying seed catalogues this past week.  
I guess spring seems closer with the end of  January. 

Bartlett News

By Lauren Penington
Nebraska News Service

HASTINGS – With two nurs-
es out sick in early December, 
charge nurse Osa Brooks found 
herself  scrambling to care for 
28 patients. With only one floor 
nurse available, employees 
from other units were called 
in to work the floor or give 
medications. 

“It was really scary because 
I had 10 patients that I was re-
sponsible for, and I had anoth-
er nurse giving medications for 
me,” Brooks said. Brooks said 
the chaos scared her because 
of  the chance that she could 
have missed something, caus-
ing her patients a longer stay 
at Mary Lanning Memorial 
hospital or impacting the level 
of  care they received. 

According to the Nebraska 
Department of  Labor, as of  
Dec. 21, 2021, the resident 
nurse assistant occupation 
is the most highly advertised 
position online with 3,068 job 
openings, followed closely 
by nursing assistants and 
licensed practical and voca-
tional nurses. 

A licensed practical nurse, 
also known as a licensed 
vocational nurse, is a health-
care professional that provides 
basic nursing care. The differ-
ence between an LPN and an 
RN is the level of  education: an 
LPN attends school for about 
one year, while an RN receives 
a two or four-year degree in 
nursing science.

Ronda Ehly, chief  nursing 
officer and administrator at 
Mary Lanning Memorial in 

Nebraska nursing shortage
deteriorates hospital conditions

Hastings and a member of  the 
Center for Nursing Board, said 
that nursing coverage is sparse 
across Nebraska. The 533 R.N.s 
in Adams County, work at criti-
cal access hospitals, licensed 
long-term care facilities, clin-
ics and so forth. Mary Lanning 
Memorial hospital alone has 
more than 200 nurses, accord-
ing to Ehly.

“Buffalo County has 930 
R.N.s and Hall has 719,” Ehly 
said. “When you look at those 
tri-cities, and there’s five hos-
pitals in those Tri-City areas, 
it’s kinda insane.”

The Tri-Cities of  Nebraska 
are Grand Island, located in 
Hall County; Hastings, located 
in Adams County; and Kear-
ney, located in Buffalo County.

The Nebraska Center for 
Nursing – a Department of  
Health and Human Services 
organization created by the 
Nebraska Legislature to ad-
dress the nursing shortage in 
the state – analyzes workforce 
data, collaborates with schools 
and companies to elevate the 
competency of  the current 
workforce and promotes the 
nursing profession.

The CFN projects a nurs-
ing shortage of  5,345 full-time 
nurses by 2025, according to 
its 2017 workforce model. This 
number combines predicted 
resident nurse, licensed practi-
cal nurse and advanced prac-
tice registered nurse gaps.

The need for nurses is so 
great that hospitals are ad-
vertising to nurses who are 
already employed.

“I’ve gotten advertisements 

in my email left and right for 
me to go somewhere else,” 
Brooks said. “I haven’t even 
applied anywhere; I’m not look-
ing.”

According to Ehly, Nebraska 
isn’t producing enough new 
nurses to offset the number of  
those retiring. The average age 
of  nurses in Nebraska is 44. At 
Mary Lanning Memorial spe-
cifically, 22% of  the workforce 
is over the age of  60. 

Several years ago, Ehly 
projected 22 retirements over 
a three-year period, a number 
that held true.

COVID-19 worsened the 
already existing staffing chal-
lenge.

“Our hospitals here in Ne-
braska are facing one of  the, if  
not the, most challenging times 
of  the pandemic. COVID-19 
positivity rates are racing up-
ward and hospitalization rates 
are following,” said Jeremy 
Nordquist, president of  the Ne-
braska Hospital Association, 
in a Jan. 10 press conference. 
“We could see a doubling of  
hospitalizations due to covid in 
Nebraska over the next two to 
three weeks. That alone would 
overwhelm our healthcare sys-
tem but we’re also facing some 
of  the worst staffing challenges 
we’ve had during COVID-19.”

Nordquist said that the chal-
lenges of  hospitalization rates 

See NURSES, Page 14
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ONLINE LAND AUCTION 
MADISON COUNTY 

315+/- Acres 
Bidding Opens February 5 

 Closes February 10 at 1:30 pm 
Nearly level dry land farm in two 

fields divided by a pasture. 
Rod Johnson,  

Associate Broker 
402-371-0065 

400 W Braasch Avenue, Suite 1 
Norfolk, NE 68701 

 
 
 

 

Visit our website for more information 
ufarmrealestate.com 

Graph and data courtesy of the Nebraska Center for Nursing depicts the projected nursing shortages by 
region of Nebraska in 2025. Courtesy of Nebraska News Service

and workforce shortages exist 
border to border in Nebraska.

“Our supply of  healthcare 
workers and beds is being 
outstripped by the demand for 
care and services,” said Todd 
Consbruck, president and CEO 
of  Avera St. Anthony’s and 
Avera Creighton hospitals, in a 
Jan. 10 press conference. “This 
new variant is happening very 
quickly and taking our work-
force out along with it.” 

According to Brooks, Mary 
Lanning Memorial had a full 
staff  at the beginning of  the 
pandemic. Most patients didn’t 
come into the hospital unless 

From Page 13
Nurses

they absolutely had to and 
postponed elective surgeries. 
Now the nurses need to take 
care of  the COVID-19 patients 
in addition to offering other 
routine care. 

“It seems like there’s a lot 
more patients who’ve been 
sick than there was before,” 
Brooks said. “People were 
holding off  to see if  every-
thing would get good and some 
of  them waited too long.”

According to Brooks, nurses 
close to retirement decided to 
leave earlier than originally 
planned, not wanting to deal 
with the extra stress of  the 
current situation. Others 

transferred to doctors’ offices 
or traveling nurse agencies. 
Some left the healthcare profes-
sion entirely due to burnout or 
other reasons, Brooks said. 

Caring for COVID-19 patients 
requires additional time due 
to sanitation protocols and the 
need to don personal protective 
equipment, adding additional 
strain, Brooks said. 

According to Ehly, commu-
nity-acquired breakouts of  
COVID-19 have also occurred 
among the staff, an issue seen 
in other hospitals as well. 
Nearly 200 Nebraska Methodist 
employees are currently out 
with COVID-19, 50 of  which are 
nurses. 

“Our chambers are not 
airtight against the walls in 
those rooms [with COVID-19 
patients],” said Kerensa Ander-
son, a registered nurse at Mary 
Lanning Memorial. 

Anderson said that the 
hospital has relocated recover-
ing COVID-19 patients to other 
hospital areas outside of  the 
intensive care and progressive 
care units where they remain 
in quarantine.

In the past three months, 
nurses have taken up to six 
COVID-19 patients per day, in 
addition to their other patients, 
Anderson said.

The supply of  nurses directly 
affects the number of  patients 
each is responsible for. Al-
though 49 states have no legal 
cap on the patient-nurse ratio, 
National Nurses United advo-
cates for a maximum number 
of  patients per nurse, which 
varies per department, in 
order to ensure patient safety 
and quality care. 

For medical/surgical units, 
NNU’s optimal ratio is four 
patients per nurse.

“We always were really well 
known for having great staff-
ing ratios,” said Anderson. 
“Now there are times when, 
even on good days, we take 
eight to 10 patients per nurse. 
And before we were seeing 
three to five. It is not adequate, 
it is dangerous.”

According to Anderson, 
nurses in Mary Lanning Me-
morial’s medical/surgical unit 
are working 13-15 hour shifts 
and some are working four or 
five days a week. Typically, 
nurses work three, 12-hour 
shifts a week or five, 8-hour 

shifts. 
“Honestly, for as long as I’ve 

been at Mary Lanning, it’s nev-
er ever been just 12 hours. You 
don’t just get to clock in and 
clock out when that 12 hours is 
up,” Anderson said. “They are 
13-15 hour days. And you have 
to turn around and do it again 
the next day and the next day 
and the next day on little food, 
on little sleep.”

Ehly said that Mary Lanning 
Memorial is requiring staff  to 
pick up extra shifts, but has 
tried to limit it to one shift 
every two weeks by enlisting 
travel nurses and agency staff  
to support them. 

Nurse agencies employ travel 
nurses in hospitals in need 
of  extra staff. Over 300 agen-
cies exist across the country, 
with agencies in every state. 
Agencies find assignments 
for nurses in the area they are 
interested in, show the nurses 
the pay and benefits of  dif-
ferent opportunities and, if  a 
nurse decides they are inter-
ested, submit an application on 
the nurse’s behalf. 

The hospital follows up 
with the nurse to set up an 
interview and create a con-
tract. Most places that employ 
agency staff  offer a 13-week 
contract that can be extended 
to a total of  one year. 

“Even in the worst of  times, 
we’ve had maybe three or 
four agency staff,” Ehly said. 
“We’re up to 17, throughout the 
house.”

According to Ivan Mitchell, 
CEO of  Great Plains Health in 
North Platte and 2020 Board 
Chair for NHA, in a Jan. 10 
press conference, hospitals 
previously tried to limit the 
amount of  agency staff  due to 
high costs. 

At this point, they struggle 
to even find available agency 
staff, Mitchell said. 

“We are tired, we’re making 
mistakes, we are getting sick. 
We don’t have time to eat or use 
the bathroom or take drinks 
of  water,” Anderson said. “We 
run all day. Sometimes we don’t 
get lunches. Sometimes we do 
maybe get to sit for five to 10 
minutes.”

In early December, Mary 
Lanning Memorial provided a 
Christmas meal for the staff. 
The food was brought up to the 

medical/surgical unit around 
noon. Brooks wasn’t able to 
eat until 8:30 p.m. because she 
wasn’t able to take a break due 
to the lack of  staff. 

“Some people just don’t eat at 
all until they go home,” Brooks 
said. “We all have more pa-
tients than we can handle right 
now.”

According to Anderson, 
between giving meds, checking 
on patients and communicat-
ing with doctors and hospitals, 
the nurses are running con-
stantly. Sometimes there are 
only three or four nurses on 
the floor and one or two aides, 
if  any.

Tonya Elley, a travel operat-
ing nurse employed by the 
TotalMed agency, said that this 
time of  year, October through 
December, has traditionally 
been the busiest time of  year 
for surgery as people try to get 
procedures done if  their insur-
ance deductibles are met. 

“With the busy time of  
surgery, the floors are also 
getting those patients,” Elley 
said.”Then also obviously with 
the pandemic and the lack of  
beds, we’ve had to hold patients 
in the recovery room because 
there’s no floor beds. Some of  
it has to do with staffing.”

Administration assigns staff  
from other areas to assist the 
medical/surgical unit, but they 
need time to learn the re-
sources on the floor and how to 
function in that team setting, 
Ehly said. 

“You just keep going be-
cause you don’t have a choice,” 
Anderson said. “It’s just hard 
on everybody because of  the 
demands. And we’re doing it 
with less staff.”

According to Elley, this issue 
is not isolated to Mary Lan-
ning Memorial. She’s worked 
as a traveling nurse at three 
Nebraska locations and one in 
Iowa over the past two years. 
Elley is about to start her 
fourth placement in Nebraska.

Elley said that conditions 
across the hospitals are simi-
lar. The nurses are overworked, 
and the administrators try to 
employ travel nurses to ease 
the burden. 

“We still pretty much always 
get our 30-minute break, but 
we don’t always get our 15-min-
ute breaks,” Elley said. “Floor 

nurses are worse off  in that 
area.”

With the hectic pace at the 
hospital, nurses miss being 
able to slow down and talk to 
their patients. 

“A lot of  us miss the days 
when we could really interact 
with our patients and talk and 
give them uplifting or emo-
tional support, rather than 
just running in and out of  the 
room,” Anderson said. “That’s 
the part of  nursing we all miss. 
We’re all hoping that someday 
things slow down a little bit 
and we can have a little piece 
of  that back.” 

According to Anderson, nurs-
ing is more than giving meds 
and keeping patients alive. It is 
also about connecting with an-
other human being and giving 
needed advice.

“We have so many patients; 
we’re so rushed we’re not able 
to give that part of  ourselves,” 
Anderson said. 

“We just feel like robots, 
dispensing meds and doing 
everything that we have to do, 
rather than some of  the things 
that we miss doing.”

Ehly said that the quality of  
patient care has not declined 
and that the hospital monitors 
patient outcomes carefully. 
However, she said, the nurses 
feel they are lacking the abil-
ity to connect personally with 
patients. 

“They just feel like they’re 
going from patient to patient, 
and they’re doing all the things 
they need to do to keep them 
safe, that’s their focus,” Ehly 
said. “But it takes away from 
some of  that time to just sit 
down and say, ‘So, how are you 
doing today?’”

Additionally, Ehly said 
nurses are disheartened by the 
change in attitude from some 
patients, especially when work-
ing in tough conditions. 

“A year ago, or even more 
than a year ago, nurses and 
healthcare workers were touted 
as heroes,” Ehly said. “They 
were drawing pictures on the 
sidewalk, sending notes and 
things. And now, as my boss 
said in an article in the [Hast-
ings] Tribune, we’ve gone from 
heroes to zeroes.”

According to Ehly, people are 
taking their frustrations out 
on healthcare workers, some 
of  which are related to staffing 
levels. 

“We do not condone disre-
spectful behavior to our staff,” 
Ehly said. “I’ve had to go talk 
to patients or families or give 
them a call and say ‘Listen, I 
know you’re stressed, I know 
you’re scared, but these people 
are taking care of  your loved 
one and they’re doing a great 
job. You need to give them the 
respect they deserve.’”

Other hospitals in Nebraska 
echoed Ehly’s concerns. 

“Nebraska as a whole is a 
caring and compassionate 
group, but we are seeing seg-
ments of  society right now who 
are not giving healthcare work-
ers the respect and kindness 
that they deserve,” Consbruck 
said.

According to Ehly, some 
nurses have retired early or left 
healthcare altogether due to 
the current conditions. 

“I love being a nurse,” 
Brooks said. “That’s what I’ve 
always wanted to do. And I still 
love taking care of  patients, 
but there’ll be a point where I 
can’t do it this way anymore.”


